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1 Section 801 was repealed by section 2006(a) of Public Law 108–429. Subsection (b) of such 
section provides: ‘‘The repeal made by subsection (a) shall not affect any action under section 801 
of the Act referred to in subsection (a) that was commenced before the date of the enactment of 
this Act and is pending on such date.’’. 

Act of September 8, 1916 

[Chapter 463; Enacted September 8, 1916; 39 Stat. 756] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 108–429, Enacted December 3, 2004] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Chapter 463 of the 64th 
Congress. It was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended 
Through note above and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and 
reflects current law through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

An Act To increase the revenue, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 

* * * * * * * 

TITLE VIII—UNFAIR COMPETITION 

SEC. 800. That when used in this title the term ‘‘person’’ in-
cludes partnerships, corporations, and associations. 

ø15 U.S.C. 71¿ 

SEC. 801. 1 That it shall be unlawful for any person importing 
or assisting in importing any articles from any foreign country into 
the United States, commonly and systematically to import, sell or 
cause to be imported or sold such articles within the United States 
at a price substantially less than the actual market value or whole-
sale price of such articles, at the time of exportation to the United 
States, in the principal markets of the country of their production, 
or of other foreign countries to which they are commonly exported, 
after adding to such market value or wholesale price, freight, duty, 
and other charges and expenses necessarily incident to the importa-
tion and sale thereof in the United States: Provided, That such act 
or acts be done with the intent of destroying or injuring an industry 
in the United States, or of preventing the establishment of an indus-
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2 Sec. 802 Act of September 8, 1916 

try in the United States, or of restraining or monopolizing any part 
of trade and commerce in such articles in the United States. 

Any person who violates or combines or conspires with any 
other person to violate this section is guilty of a misdemeanor, and, 
on conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
$5,000, or imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both, in the dis-
cretion of the court. 

Any person injured in his business or property by reason of any 
violation of, or combination or conspiracy to violate, this section, 
may sue therefor in the district court of the United States for the 
district in which the defendant resides or is found or has an agent, 
without respect to the amount in controversy, and shall recover 
threefold the damages sustained, and the cost of the suit, including 
a reasonable attorney’s fee. 

The foregoing provisions shall not be construed to deprive the 
proper State courts of jurisdiction in actions for damages there-
under. 

ƒ15 U.S.C. 72≈ 

SEC. 802. That if any article produced in a foreign country is 
imported into the United States under any agreement, under-
standing, or condition that the importer thereof or any other person 
in the United States shall not use, purchase, or deal in, or shall 
be restricted in his using, purchasing, or dealing in, the articles of 
any other person, there shall be levied, collected, and paid thereon, 
in addition to the duty otherwise imposed by law, a special duty 
equal to double the amount of such duty: Provided, That the above 
shall not be interpreted to prevent the establishing in this country 
on the part of a foreign producer of an exclusive agency for the sale 
in the United States of the products of said foreign producer or 
merchant, nor to prevent such exclusive agent from agreeing not to 
use, purchase, or deal in the article of any other person, but this 
proviso shall not be construed to exempt from the provisions of this 
section any article imported by such exclusive agent if such agent 
is required by the foreign producer or if it is agreed between such 
agent and such foreign producer that any agreement, under-
standing or condition set out in this section shall be imposed by 
such agent upon the sale or other disposition of such article to any 
person in the United States. 

ø15 U.S.C. 73¿ 

SEC. 803. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall make such 
rules and regulations as are necessary for the carrying out of the 
provisions of section 802. 

ø15 U.S.C. 74¿ 

SEC. 804. That whenever any country, dependency, or colony 
shall prohibit the importation of any article the product of the soil 
or industry of the United States and not injurious to health or mor-
als, the President shall have power to prohibit, during the period 
such prohibition is in force, the importation into the United States 
of similar articles, or in case the United States does not import 
similar articles from that country, then other articles, the products 
of such country, dependency, or colony. 
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3 Sec. 806 Act of September 8, 1916 

And the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approval of the 
President, shall make such rules and regulations as are necessary 
for the execution of the provisions of this section. 

ø15 U.S.C. 75¿ 

SEC. 805. That whenever during the existence of a war in 
which the United States is not engaged, the President shall be sat-
isfied that there is reasonable ground to believe that under the 
laws, regulations, or practices of any country, colony, or depend-
ency contrary to the law and practice of nations, the importation 
into their own or any other country, dependency, or colony of any 
article the product of the soil or industry of the United States and 
not injurious to health or morals is prevented or restricted the 
President is authorized and empowered to prohibit or restrict dur-
ing the period such prohibition or restriction is in force, the impor-
tation into the United States of similar or other articles, products 
of such country, dependency, or colony as in his opinion the public 
interest may require; and in such case he shall make proclamation 
stating the article or articles which are prohibited from importation 
into the United States; and any person or persons who shall im-
port, or attempt or conspire to import, or be concerned in import-
ing, such article or articles, into the United States contrary to the 
prohibition in such proclamation, shall be liable to a fine of not less 
than $2,000 nor more than $50,000, or to imprisonment not to ex-
ceed two years, or both, in the discretion of the court. The Presi-
dent may change, modify, revoke, or renew such proclamation in 
his discretion. 

ø15 U.S.C. 76¿ 

SEC. 806. That whenever, during the existence of a war in 
which the United States is not engaged, the President shall be sat-
isfied that there is reasonable ground to believe that any vessel, 
American or foreign, is, on account of the laws, regulations, or 
practices of a belligerent Government, making or giving any undue 
or unreasonable preference or advantage in any respect whatsoever 
to any particular person, company, firm, or corporation, or any par-
ticular description of traffic in the United States or its possessions 
or to any citizens of the United States residing in neutral countries 
abroad, or is subjecting any particular person, company, firm, or 
corporation or any particular description of traffic in the United 
States or its possessions, or any citizens of the United States resid-
ing in neutral countries abroad to any undue or unreasonable prej-
udice, disadvantage, injury, or discrimination in regard to accept-
ing, receiving, transporting, or delivering, or refusing to accept, re-
ceive, transfer, or deliver any cargo, freight or passengers, or in 
any other respect whatsoever, he is hereby authorized and empow-
ered to direct the detention of such vessels by withholding clear-
ance or by formal notice forbidding departure, and to revoke, mod-
ify, or renew any such direction. 

That whenever, during the existence of a war in which the 
United States is not engaged, the President shall be satisfied that 
there is reasonable ground to believe that under the laws, regula-
tions, or practices of any belligerent country or Government, Amer-
ican ships or American citizens are not accorded any of the facili-
ties of commerce which the vessels or citizens of that belligerent 
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4 Sec. 806 Act of September 8, 1916 

country enjoy in the United States or its possessions, or are not ac-
corded by such belligerent equal privileges or facilities of trade 
with vessels or citizens of any nationality other than that of such 
belligerent, the President is hereby authorized and empowered to 
withhold clearance from one or more vessels of such belligerent 
country until such belligerent shall restore to such American ves-
sels and American citizens reciprocal liberty of commerce and equal 
facilities of trade; or the President may direct that similar privi-
leges and facilities, if any, enjoyed by vessels or citizens of such 
belligerent in the United States or its possessions be refused to ves-
sels or citizens of such belligerent; and in such case he shall make 
proclamation of his direction, stating the facilities and privileges 
which shall be refused, and the belligerent to whose vessels or citi-
zens they are to be refused, and thereafter the furnishing of such 
prohibited privileges and facilities to any vessel or citizen of the 
belligerent named in such proclamation shall be unlawful; and he 
may change, modify, revoke, or renew such proclamation; and any 
person or persons who shall furnish or attempt or conspire to fur-
nish or be concerned in furnishing or in the concealment of fur-
nishing facilities or privileges to ships or persons contrary to the 
prohibition in such proclamation shall be liable to a fine of not less 
than $2,000 nor more than $50,000 or to imprisonment not to ex-
ceed two years, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

In case any vessel which is detained by virtue of this Act shall 
depart or attempt to depart from the jurisdiction of the United 
States without clearance or other lawful authority, the owner or 
master or person or persons having charge or command of such 
vessel shall be severally liable to a fine of not less than $2,000 nor 
more than $10,000, or to imprisonment not to exceed two years, or 
both, and in addition such vessel shall be forfeited to the United 
States. 

That the President of the United States is hereby authorized 
and empowered to employ such part of the land or naval forces of 
the United States as shall be necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this Act. 

ø15 U.S.C. 77¿  
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