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NATIONAL TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AND
ADVANCEMENT ACT OF 1995

AN ACT To amend the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 with
respect to inventions made under cooperative research and development agree-
ments, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. [15 U.S.C. 3701 note] SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “National Technology Transfer
and Advancement Act of 1995”.

SEC. 2. [15 U.S.C. 3701 note] FINDINGS.
The Congress finds the following:

(1) Bringing technology and industrial innovation to the
marketplace is central to the economic, environmental, and so-
cial well-being of the people of the United States.

(2) The Federal Government can help United States busi-
ness to speed the development of new products and processes
by entering into cooperative research and development agree-
ments which make available the assistance of Federal labora-
tories to the private sector, but the commercialization of tech-
nology and industrial innovation in the United States depends
upon actions by business.

(3) The commercialization of technology and industrial in-
novation in the United States will be enhanced if companies,
in return for reasonable compensation to the Federal Govern-
ment, can more easily obtain exclusive licenses to inventions
which develop as a result of cooperative research with sci-
entists employed by Federal laboratories.

* k *k & * k *k

SEC. 12. STANDARDS CONFORMITY.
(a) * * *
# % * % # % *

(d) [15 U.S.C. 272 notel UTILIZATION OF CONSENSUS TECH-
NICAL STANDARDS BY FEDERAL AGENCIES; REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (3) of
this subsection, all Federal agencies and departments shall use
technical standards that are developed or adopted by voluntary
consensus standards bodies, using such technical standards as
a means to carry out policy objectives or activities determined
by the agencies and departments.

(2) CONSULTATION; PARTICIPATION.—In carrying out para-
graph (1) of this subsection, Federal agencies and departments
shall consult with voluntary, private sector, consensus stand-
ards bodies and shall, when such participation is in the public
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interest and is compatible with agency and departmental mis-

sions, authorities, priorities, and budget resources, participate

with such bodies in the development of technical standards.

(3) EXCEPTION.—If compliance with paragraph (1) of this
subsection is inconsistent with applicable law or otherwise im-
practical, a Federal agency or department may elect to use
technical standards that are not developed or adopted by vol-
untary consensus standards bodies if the head of each such
agency or department transmits to the Office of Management
and Budget an explanation of the reasons for using such stand-
ards. Each year, beginning with fiscal year 1997, the Office of
Management and Budget shall transmit to Congress and its
committees a report summarizing all explanations received in
the preceding year under this paragraph.

(4) EXPENSES OF GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL.—Section 5946
of title 5, United States Code, shall not apply with respect to
any activity of an employee of a Federal agency or department
that is determined by the head of that agency or department
as being an activity undertaken in carrying out this subsection.

(5) DEFINITION OF TECHNICAL STANDARDS.—As used in this
subsection, the term “technical standards” means performance-
based or design-specific technical specifications and related
management systems practices.

SEC. 13. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of the Congress that the Malcolm Baldrige Na-
tional Quality Award program offers substantial benefits to United
States industry, and that all funds appropriated for such program
should be spent in support of the goals of the program.
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