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Health Programs Extension Act of 1973 - Section 401
[Public Law 93-45]

[As Amended Through P.L. 106-402, Enacted October 30, 2000]

[Currency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 93-45. It was
last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above and
below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:/
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/1

[Note: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents.
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).1

MISCELLANEOUS

SEC. 401. [42 U.S.C. 300a-7] (a)

(b) The receipt of any grant, contract, loan, or loan guarantee
under the Public Health Service Act, the Community Mental
Health Centers Act, or the Development Disabilities Services and
Facilities Construction Act by any individual or entity does not au-
thorize any court or any public official or other public authority to
require—

(1) such individual to perform or assist in the performance
of any sterilization procedure or abortion if his performance or
assistance in the performance of such procedure or abortion
would be contrary to his religious beliefs or moral convictions;
or

(2) such entity to—

(A) make its facilities available for the performance of
any sterilization procedure or abortion if the performance
of such procedure or abortion in such facilities is prohib-
ited by the entity on the basis of religious beliefs or moral
convictions, or

(B) provide any personnel for the performance or as-
sistance in the performance of any sterilization procedure
or abortion if the performance or assistance in the per-
formance of such procedure or abortion by such personnel
would be contrary to the religious beliefs or moral convic-
tions of such personnel.

(c)(1) No entity which receives a grant, contract, loan, or loan
guarantee under the Public Health Service Act, the Community
Mental Health Centers Act, or the Development Disabilities Serv-
ices and Facilities Construction Act after the date of enactment of
this Act may—
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(A) discriminate in the employment, promotion, or termi-
nation of employment of any physician or other health care
personnel, or

(B) discriminate in the extension of staff or other privi-
leges to any physician or other health care personnel,

because he performed or assisted in the performance of a lawful
sterilization procedure or abortion, because he refused to perform
or assist in the performance of such a procedure or abortion on the
grounds that his performance or assistance in the performance of
the procedure or abortion would be contrary to his religious beliefs
or moral convictions or because of his religious beliefs or moral con-
victions respecting sterilization procedures or abortions.

(2) No entity which receives after the date of enactment of this
paragraph a grant or contract for biomedical or behavorial research
under any program administered by the Secretary of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare may—

(A) discriminate in the employment, promotion, or termi-
nation of employment of any physician or other health care
personnel, or

(B) discriminate in the extension of staff or other privi-
leges to any physician or other health care personnel,

because he performed or assisted in the performance of any lawful
health service or research activity, because he refused to perform
or assist in the performance of any such service or activity on the
grounds that his performance or assistance in the performance of
such service or activity would be contrary to his religious beliefs or
moral convictions, or because of his religious beliefs or moral con-
victions respecting any such service or activity.

(d) No individual shall be required to perform or assist in the
performance of any part of a health service program or research ac-
tivity funded in whole or in part under a program administered by
the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare if his performance
or assistance in the performance of such part of such program or
activity would be contrary to his religious beliefs or moral convic-
tions.

(e) No entity which receives, after the date of enactment of this
paragraph, any grant, contract, loan, loan guarantee, or interest
subsidy under the Public Health Service Act, the Community Men-
tal Health Centers Act, or the Developmental Disabilities Assist-
ance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 may deny admission or other-
wise discriminate against any applicant (including applicants for
internships and residencies) for training or study because of the ap-
plicant’s reluctance, or willingness, to counsel, suggest, recommend,
assist, or in any way participate in the performance of abortions or
sterilizations contrary to or consistent with the applicant’s religious
beliefs or moral convictions.
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