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Victims’ Voices Outside and Inside the Courtroom 
Effectiveness Act 

[Public Law 118–77] 

[This law has not been amended] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 118–77. It 
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above 
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To amend section 3663A of title 18, United States Code, to clarify that res-
titution includes necessary and reasonable expenses incurred by a person who has 
assumed the victim’s rights. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ø18 U.S.C. 1 note¿ SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Victims’ Voices Outside and In-
side the Courtroom Effectiveness Act’’ or the ‘‘Victims’ VOICES 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RESTITUTION FOR EXPENSES OF PERSONS WHO HAVE AS-

SUMED THE VICTIM’S RIGHTS. 
Section 3663A(a) of title 18, United States Code, is amended 

by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) CLARIFICATION.—In ordering restitution under this 

section, a court shall order the defendant to make restitution 
to a person who has assumed the victim’s rights under para-
graph (2) to reimburse that person’s necessary and reason-
able— 

‘‘(A) lost income, child care, transportation, and other 
expenses incurred during and directly related to participa-
tion in the investigation or prosecution of the offense or at-
tendance at proceedings related to the offense; 

‘‘(B) lost income, transportation, and other expenses 
incurred that are directly related to transporting the vic-
tim for necessary medical and related professional services 
and devices relating to physical, psychiatric, and psycho-
logical care, including nonmedical care and treatment ren-
dered in accordance with a method of healing recognized 
by the law of the place of treatment; and 
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2 Sec. 2 Victims’ Voices Outside and Inside the Courtroom... 

‘‘(C) lost income, transportation, and other expenses 
incurred that are directly related to transporting the vic-
tim to receive necessary physical and occupational therapy 
and rehabilitation.’’.  
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