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Patents for Humanity Program Improvement Act 

[Public Law 116–316] 

[This law has not been amended] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 116–316. It 
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above 
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To allow acceleration certificates awarded under the Patents for Humanity 
Program to be transferable. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ø35 U.S.C. 131 note¿ SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Patents for Humanity Program 
Improvement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. TRANSFERABILITY OF ACCELERATION CERTIFICATES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—A holder of an acceleration certificate issued 
pursuant to the Patents for Humanity Program (established in the 
notice entitled ‘‘Humanitarian Awards Pilot Program’’, published at 
77 Fed. Reg. 6544 (February 8, 2012)), or any successor thereto, of 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office, may transfer (in-
cluding by sale) the entitlement to such acceleration certificate to 
another person. 

(b) REQUIREMENT.—An acceleration certificate transferred 
under subsection (a) shall be subject to any other applicable limita-
tions under the notice entitled ‘‘Humanitarian Awards Pilot Pro-
gram’’, published at 77 Fed. Reg. 6544 (February 8, 2012), or any 
successor thereto.  
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