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Vet Center Eligibility Expansion Act 

[Public Law 116–176] 

[This law has not been amended] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 116–176. It 
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above 
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To amend title 38, United States Code, to furnish Vet Center readjustment 
counseling and related mental health services to certain individuals. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ø38 U.S.C. 101 note¿ SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Vet Center Eligibility Expansion 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EXPANSION OF VET CENTER SERVICES. 

Section 1712A of title 38, United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘clauses (i) through (iv)’’ both places it ap-

pears and inserting ‘‘clauses (i) through (vi)’’; 
(2) by striking ‘‘in clause (v)’’ both places it appears and in-

serting ‘‘in clause (vii)’’; 
(3) in subsection (a)(1)(C)— 

(A) by redesignating clauses (iv) and (v) as clauses (vi) 
and (vii), respectively; and 

(B) by inserting after clause (iii) the following new 
clauses: 
‘‘(iv) Any individual who is a veteran or member of the 

Armed Forces, including a member of a reserve component of 
the Armed Forces, who served— 

‘‘(I) on active service in response to a national emer-
gency or major disaster declared by the President; or 

‘‘(II) in the National Guard of a State under orders of 
the chief executive of that State in response to a disaster 
or civil disorder in such State. 
‘‘(v) Any individual who participated in a drug interdiction 

operation as a member of the Coast Guard, regardless of the 
location of that operation.’’; and 

(4) in subsection (h), by adding at the end the following 
new paragraphs: 
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‘‘(4) The term ‘active service’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 101 of title 10. 

‘‘(5) The term ‘civil disorder’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 232 of title 18.’’. 

SEC. 3. PLAN TO PROVIDE VET CENTER SERVICES TO VETERANS LIV-
ING IN AREAS WHERE NO VET CENTER IS LOCATED. 

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives a plan to provide Vet Center services to veterans living in ge-
ographic areas where no Vet Center is located, including in the 
United States insular areas.  
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