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Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act of 2018

[Public Law 116–8] 

[This law has not been amended] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 116–8. It was 
last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above and 
below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https://
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿

AN ACT To enact into law a bill by reference.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) ø7 U.S.C. 136 note¿ SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited 
as the ‘‘Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act of 2018’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for this Act is 
as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Extension and modification of maintenance fee authority. 
Sec. 3. Reregistration and Expedited Processing Fund. 
Sec. 4. Experimental use permits for pesticides. 
Sec. 5. Pesticide registration service fees. 
Sec. 6. Revision of tables regarding covered pesticide registration applications and 

other covered actions and their corresponding registration service fees. 
Sec. 7. Agricultural worker protection standard; certification of pesticide applica-

tors. 

SEC. 2. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF MAINTENANCE FEE AU-
THORITY. 

(a) MAINTENANCE FEE.—Section 4(i)(1) of the Federal Insecti-
cide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136a-1(i)(1)) is 
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘an aggregate amount 
of $27,800,000 for each of fiscal years 2013 through 2017’’ and 
inserting ‘‘an average amount of $31,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2019 through 2023’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (D)—
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘$115,500 for each of fiscal 

years 2013 through 2017’’ and inserting ‘‘$129,400 for each 
of fiscal years 2019 through 2023’’; and 
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2Sec. 3 Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act... 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘$184,800 for each of fis-
cal years 2013 through 2017’’ and inserting ‘‘$207,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023’’; 
(3) in subparagraph (E)(i)—

(A) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘$70,600 for each of 
fiscal years 2013 through 2017’’ and inserting ‘‘$79,100 for 
each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023’’; and 

(B) in subclause (II), by striking ‘‘$122,100 for each of 
fiscal years 2013 through 2017’’ and inserting ‘‘$136,800 
for each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023’’; and 
(4) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘2017..’’ and inserting 

‘‘2023.’’. 
(b) PROHIBITION ON OTHER FEES.—Section 4(i)(2) of the Fed-

eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136a-
1(i)(2)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘the date of enactment of this section and 
ending on September 30, 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘the effective 
date of the Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act 
of 2018 and ending on September 30, 2025’’; and 

(2) by inserting after ‘‘registration of a pesticide under this 
Act’’ the following: ‘‘or any other action covered under a table 
specified in section 33(b)(3),’’. 
(c) EXTENSION OF PROHIBITION ON TOLERANCE FEES.—Section 

408(m)(3) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
346a(m)(3)) is amended by striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting ‘‘2023’’. 
SEC. 3. REREGISTRATION AND EXPEDITED PROCESSING FUND. 

(a) AUTHORIZED USE OF FUND.—Section 4(k)(2)(A) of the Fed-
eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136a-
1(k)(2)(A)) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘the fund’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the Reregistration and Expedited Processing Fund’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘paragraph (3),’’ in the first sentence and all 
that follows through the period at the end of the second sen-
tence and inserting the following: ‘‘paragraph (3), to offset the 
costs of registration review under section 3(g), including the 
costs associated with any review under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) required as part of the 
registration review, to offset the costs associated with tracking 
and implementing registration review decisions, including reg-
istration review decisions designed to reduce risk, for the pur-
poses specified in paragraphs (4) and (5), and to enhance the 
information systems capabilities to improve the tracking of 
pesticide registration decisions.’’; 

(3) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘are allocated solely’’ and all 
that follows through ‘‘3(g);’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘are al-
located solely for the purposes specified in the first sentence of 
this subparagraph;’’; and 

(4) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘necessary to achieve’’ and all 
that follows through ‘‘3(g);’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘nec-
essary to achieve the purposes specified in the first sentence of 
this subparagraph;’’. 
(b) SET-ASIDE FOR REVIEW OF INERT INGREDIENTS AND EXPE-

DITED PROCESSING OF SIMILAR APPLICATIONS.—Section 4(k)(3)(A) of 
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3 Sec. 3 Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act... 

the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 
136a-1(k)(3)(A)) is amended, in the matter preceding clause (i), by 
striking ‘‘The Administrator shall use’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘personnel and resources—’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘For each 
of fiscal years 2018 through 2023, the Administrator shall use be-
tween ? and 1/8 of the maintenance fees collected in such fiscal 
year to obtain sufficient personnel and resources—’’. 

(c) SET-ASIDE FOR EXPEDITED RULEMAKING AND GUIDANCE DE-
VELOPMENT FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES.—Paragraph (4) of section 4(k) 
of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 
136a-1(k)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(4) EXPEDITED RULEMAKING AND GUIDANCE DEVELOPMENT 
FOR CERTAIN PRODUCT PERFORMANCE DATA REQUIREMENTS.— 

‘‘(A) SET-ASIDE.—For each of fiscal years 2018 through 
2023, the Administrator shall use not more than $500,000 
of the amounts made available to the Administrator in the 
Reregistration and Expedited Processing Fund for the ac-
tivities described in subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) PRODUCTS CLAIMING EFFICACY AGAINST INVERTE-
BRATE PESTS OF SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC HEALTH OR ECONOMIC 
IMPORTANCE.—The Administrator shall use amounts made 
available under subparagraph (A) to develop, receive com-
ments with respect to, finalize, and implement the nec-
essary rulemaking and guidance for product performance 
data requirements to evaluate products claiming efficacy 
against the following invertebrate pests of significant pub-
lic health or economic importance (in order of importance): 

‘‘(i) Bed bugs. 
‘‘(ii) Premise (including crawling insects, flying in-

sects, and baits). 
‘‘(iii) Pests of pets (including pet pests controlled 

by spot-ons, collars, shampoos, powders, or dips). 
‘‘(iv) Fire ants. 

‘‘(C) DEADLINES FOR GUIDANCE.—The Administrator 
shall develop, and publish guidance required by subpara-
graph (B), with respect to claims of efficacy against pests 
described in such subparagraph as follows: 

‘‘(i) With respect to bed bugs, issue final guidance 
not later than 30 days after the effective date of the 
Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act of 
2018. 

‘‘(ii) With respect to pests specified in clause (ii) of 
such subparagraph—

‘‘(I) submit draft guidance to the Scientific Ad-
visory Panel and for public comment not later 
than June 30, 2018; and 

‘‘(II) complete any response to comments re-
ceived with respect to such draft guidance and fi-
nalize the guidance not later than September 30, 
2019. 
‘‘(iii) With respect to pests specified in clauses (iii) 

and (iv) of such subparagraph—
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4Sec. 4 Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act... 

‘‘(I) submit draft guidance to the Scientific Ad-
visory Panel and for public comment not later 
than June 30, 2019; and 

‘‘(II) complete any response to comments re-
ceived with respect to such draft guidance and fi-
nalize the guidance not later than March 31, 
2021. 

‘‘(D) REVISION.—The Administrator shall revise the 
guidance required by subparagraph (B) from time to time, 
but shall permit applicants and registrants sufficient time 
to obtain data that meet the requirements specified in 
such revised guidance. 

‘‘(E) DEADLINE FOR PRODUCT PERFORMANCE DATA RE-
QUIREMENTS.—The Administrator shall, not later than 
September 30, 2021, issue regulations prescribing product 
performance data requirements for any pesticide intended 
for preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating any in-
vertebrate pest of significant public health or economic im-
portance specified in clauses (i) through (iv) of subpara-
graph (B).’’. 

(d) SET-ASIDE FOR GOOD LABORATORY PRACTICES INSPEC-
TIONS.—Section 4(k) of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136a-1(k)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (5) and (6) as paragraphs 
(6) and (7), respectively; 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (4) the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(5) GOOD LABORATORY PRACTICES INSPECTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) SET-ASIDE.—For each of fiscal years 2018 through 

2023, the Administrator shall use not more than $500,000 
of the amounts made available to the Administrator in the 
Reregistration and Expedited Processing Fund for the ac-
tivities described in subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) ACTIVITIES.—The Administrator shall use 
amounts made available under subparagraph (A) for en-
hancements to the good laboratory practices standards 
compliance monitoring program established under part 160 
of title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (or successor 
regulations), with respect to laboratory inspections and 
data audits conducted in support of pesticide product reg-
istrations under this Act. As part of such monitoring pro-
gram, the Administrator shall make available to each lab-
oratory inspected under such program in support of such 
registrations a preliminary summary of inspection observa-
tions not later than 60 days after the date on which such 
an inspection is completed.’’; and 
(3) in paragraph (7), as so redesignated, by striking ‘‘para-

graphs (2), (3), and (4)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (2), (3), (4), 
and (5)’’. 

SEC. 4. EXPERIMENTAL USE PERMITS FOR PESTICIDES. 
Section 5(a) of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 

Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136c(a)) is amended—
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5 Sec. 5 Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act... 

(1) by striking ‘‘permit for a pesticide.’’ and inserting ‘‘per-
mit for a pesticide. An application for an experimental use per-
mit for a covered application under section 33(b) shall conform 
with the requirements of that section.’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘(or in the case of an application for an ex-
perimental use permit for a covered application under section 
33(b), not later than the last day of the applicable timeframe 
for such application specified in such section)’’ after ‘‘all re-
quired supporting data’’. 

SEC. 5. PESTICIDE REGISTRATION SERVICE FEES. 
(a) EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF FEE AUTHORITY.—Section 

33(b) of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 
U.S.C. 136w-8(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘pesticide registration’’; 

and 
(B) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘or for any other 

action covered by a table specified in paragraph (3)’’ after 
‘‘covered by this Act that is received by the Administrator 
on or after the effective date of the Pesticide Registration 
Improvement Act of 2003’’; 
(2) in paragraph (5)—

(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘pesticide registration 
applications’’ and inserting ‘‘covered applications’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘pesticide registration application’’ both 
places it appears and inserting ‘‘covered application’’; 
(3) in paragraph (6)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—
(i) by striking ‘‘pesticide registration’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘October 1, 2013, and ending on 

September 30, 2015’’ and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2019, 
and ending on September 30, 2021’’; 
(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) by striking ‘‘pesticide registration’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘2015’’ each place it appears and 

inserting ‘‘2021’’; and 
(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘revised registra-

tion service fee schedules’’ and inserting ‘‘service fee sched-
ules revised pursuant to this paragraph’’; 
(4) in paragraph (7)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—
(i) by striking ‘‘covered pesticide registration’’ and 

inserting ‘‘covered application’’; and 
(ii) by inserting before the period at the end the 

following: ‘‘, except that no waiver or fee reduction 
shall be provided in connection with a request for a 
letter of certification (commonly referred to as a Gold 
Seal letter)’’; and 
(B) in subparagraph (F)(i), by striking ‘‘pesticide reg-

istration’’; and 
(5) in paragraph (8)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘pesticide reg-
istration’’; 
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6Sec. 5 Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act... 

(B) in subparagraph (B)(i), by striking ‘‘pesticide reg-
istration’’; and 

(C) in subparagraph (C)—
(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘pesticide registration’’ 

and inserting ‘‘covered’’; and 
(ii) in clause (ii)(I), by striking ‘‘pesticide registra-

tion’’ and inserting ‘‘covered’’. 
(b) PESTICIDE REGISTRATION FUND SET-ASIDES FOR WORKER 

PROTECTION, PARTNERSHIP GRANTS, AND PESTICIDE SAFETY EDU-
CATION.—Section 33(c)(3)(B) of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, 
and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136w-8(c)(3)(B)) is amended—

(1) in the heading, by inserting ‘‘, partnership grants, and 
pesticide safety education’’ after ‘‘Worker protection’’; 

(2) in clause (i)—
(A) by striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting ‘‘2023’’; and 
(B) by inserting before the period at the end the fol-

lowing: ‘‘, with an emphasis on field-worker populations in 
the United States’’; 
(3) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting ‘‘2023’’; 

and 
(4) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting ‘‘2023’’. 

(c) REFORMS TO REDUCE DECISION TIME REVIEW PERIODS.—
Section 33(e) of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act (7 U.S.C. 136w-8(e)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘Pesticide Registration Improvement Exten-
sion Act of 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘Pesticide Registration Im-
provement Extension Act of 2018’’; and 

(2) by inserting at the end the following new sentence: 
‘‘Such reforms shall include identifying opportunities for 
streamlining review processes for applications for a new active 
ingredient or a new use and providing prompt feedback to ap-
plicants during such review process.’’. 
(d) DECISION TIME REVIEW PERIODS.—Section 33(f) of the Fed-

eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136w-
8(f)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—
(A) by striking ‘‘Pesticide Registration Improvement 

Extension Act of 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘Pesticide Registra-
tion Improvement Extension Act of 2018’’; and 

(B) by inserting after ‘‘covered pesticide registration 
actions’’ the following: ‘‘or for any other action covered by 
a table specified in subsection (b)(3)’’; 
(2) in paragraph (3), by striking subparagraph (C) and in-

serting the following new subparagraph: 
‘‘(C) applications for any other action covered by a 

table specified in subsection (b)(3).’’; and 
(3) in paragraph (4)(A)—

(A) by striking ‘‘a pesticide registration application’’ 
and inserting ‘‘a covered application’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘covered pesticide registration applica-
tion’’ and inserting ‘‘covered application’’. 

(e) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Section 33(k) of the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136w-8(k)) is 
amended—
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7 Sec. 5 Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act... 

(1) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting 
‘‘2023’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)—
(A) in subparagraph (D), by striking clause (i) and in-

serting the following new clause: 
‘‘(i) the number of pesticides or pesticide cases re-

viewed and the number of registration review deci-
sions completed, including—

‘‘(I) the number of cases cancelled; 
‘‘(II) the number of cases requiring risk miti-

gation measures; 
‘‘(III) the number of cases removing risk miti-

gation measures; 
‘‘(IV) the number of cases with no risk mitiga-

tion needed; and 
‘‘(V) the number of cases in which risk mitiga-

tion has been fully implemented;’’; 
(B) in subparagraph (G)—

(i) in clause (i)—
(I) by striking ‘‘section 4(k)(4)’’ and inserting 

‘‘paragraphs (4) and (5) of section 4(k)’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘that section’’ and inserting 

‘‘such paragraphs’’; 
(ii) by striking clauses (ii), (iii), (iv), (v), and (vi); 
(iii) by inserting after clause (i) the following new 

clause: 
‘‘(ii) implementing enhancements to—

‘‘(I) the electronic tracking of covered applica-
tions; 

‘‘(II) the electronic tracking of conditional reg-
istrations; 

‘‘(III) the endangered species database; 
‘‘(IV) the electronic review of labels submitted 

with covered applications; and 
‘‘(V) the electronic review and assessment of 

confidential statements of formula submitted with 
covered applications; and’’; and 
(iv) by redesignating clause (vii) as clause (iii); 

(C) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(D) in subparagraph (J), by striking the period at the 

end and inserting a semicolon; and 
(E) by adding at the end the following new subpara-

graphs: 
‘‘(K) a review of the progress made in developing, up-

dating, and implementing product performance test guide-
lines for pesticide products that are intended to control in-
vertebrate pests of significant public health importance 
and, by regulation, prescribing product performance data 
requirements for such pesticide products registered under 
section 3; 

‘‘(L) a review of the progress made in the priority re-
view and approval of new pesticides to control invertebrate 
public health pests that may transmit vector-borne disease 
for use in the United States, including each territory or 
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8Sec. 5 Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act... 

possession of the United States, and United States mili-
tary installations globally; 

‘‘(M) a review of the progress made in implementing 
enhancements to the good laboratory practices standards 
compliance monitoring program established under part 160 
of title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (or successor 
regulations); 

‘‘(N) the number of approvals for active ingredients, 
new uses, and pesticide end use products granted in con-
nection with the Design for the Environment program (or 
any successor program) of the Environmental Protection 
Agency; and 

‘‘(O) with respect to funds in the Pesticide Registration 
Fund reserved under subsection (c)(3), a review that in-
cludes—

‘‘(i) a description of the amount and use of such 
funds—

‘‘(I) to carry out activities relating to worker 
protection under clause (i) of subsection (c)(3)(B); 

‘‘(II) to award partnership grants under clause 
(ii) of such subsection; and 

‘‘(III) to carry out the pesticide safety edu-
cation program under clause (iii) of such sub-
section; 
‘‘(ii) an evaluation of the appropriateness and ef-

fectiveness of the activities, grants, and program de-
scribed in clause (i); 

‘‘(iii) a description of how stakeholders are en-
gaged in the decision to fund such activities, grants, 
and program; and 

‘‘(iv) with respect to activities relating to worker 
protection carried out under subparagraph (B)(i) of 
such subsection, a summary of the analyses from 
stakeholders, including from worker community-based 
organizations, on the appropriateness and effective-
ness of such activities.’’. 

(f) TERMINATION OF EFFECTIVENESS.—Section 33(m) of the Fed-
eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136w-
8(m)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting 
‘‘2023’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)—
(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘‘Fiscal year 2018.—During fiscal 
year 2018’’ and inserting ‘‘Fiscal year 2024.—During 
fiscal year 2024’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting ‘‘2023’’; 
(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) by striking ‘‘Fiscal year 2019.—During fiscal 
year 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘Fiscal year 2025.—During 
fiscal year 2025’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting ‘‘2023’’; 
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9 Sec. 7 Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act... 

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘September 30, 
2019.—Effective September 30, 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2025.—Effective September 30, 2025’’; and 

(D) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘2017’’ both 
places it appears and inserting ‘‘2023’’. 

SEC. 6. REVISION OF TABLES REGARDING COVERED PESTICIDE REG-
ISTRATION APPLICATIONS AND OTHER COVERED AC-
TIONS AND THEIR CORRESPONDING REGISTRATION 
SERVICE FEES. 

Paragraph (3) of section 33(b) of the Federal Insecticide, Fun-
gicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136w-8(b)) is amended to read 
as follows: [quoted block omitted] 
SEC. 7. AGRICULTURAL WORKER PROTECTION STANDARD; CERTIFI-

CATION OF PESTICIDE APPLICATORS. 
(a) ø7 U.S.C. 136w note¿ IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subsection (b), during the period beginning on the date of enact-
ment of this Act and ending not earlier than October 1, 2021, the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (referred to 
in this section as the ‘‘Administrator’’)—

(1) shall carry out—
(A) the final rule of the Administrator entitled ‘‘Pes-

ticides; Agricultural Worker Protection Standard Revi-
sions’’ (80 Fed. Reg. 67496 (November 2, 2015)); and 

(B) the final rule of the Administrator entitled ‘‘Pes-
ticides; Certification of Pesticide Applicators’’ (82 Fed. Reg. 
952 (January 4, 2017)); and 
(2) shall not revise or develop revisions to the rules de-

scribed in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1). 
(b) ø7 U.S.C. 136w note¿ EXCEPTIONS.—Prior to October 1, 

2021, the Administrator may propose, and after a notice and public 
comment period of not less than 90 days, promulgate revisions to 
the final rule described in subsection (a)(1)(A) addressing applica-
tion exclusion zones under part 170 of title 40, Code of Federal 
Regulations, consistent with the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136 et seq.). 

(c) GAO REPORT.—The Comptroller General of the United 
States shall—

(1) conduct a study on the use of the designated represent-
ative, including the effect of that use on the availability of pes-
ticide application and hazard information and worker health 
and safety; and 

(2) not later than October 1, 2021, make publically avail-
able a report describing the study under paragraph (1), includ-
ing any recommendations to prevent the misuse of pesticide 
application and hazard information, if that misuse is identi-
fied.
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