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NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY ACT OF 1959 

[Public Law 86–36; 73 Stat. 63; approved May 29, 1959] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 118–159, Enacted December 23, 2024] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 86–36. It was 
last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above and 
below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To provide certain administrative authorities for the National Security 
Agency, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That ø50 U.S.C. 
3601¿ this Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Security Agency Act 
of 1959’’. 

SEC. 2. ø50 U.S.C. 3602¿ (a)(1) There is a Director of the Na-
tional Security Agency. 

(2) The Director of the National Security Agency shall be ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

(3) The Director of the National Security Agency shall be the 
head of the National Security Agency and shall discharge such 
functions and duties as are provided by this Act or otherwise by 
law or executive order. 

(b) There is a Director of Compliance of the National Security 
Agency, who shall be appointed by the Director of the National Se-
curity Agency and who shall be responsible for the programs of 
compliance over mission activities of the National Security Agency. 

SEC. 3. øSection 3 consisted of amendments to section 1581(a) 
of title 10, United States Code.¿ 

SEC. 4. øSection 4 was repealed by section 1633(b)(1) of P.L. 
104–201 (September 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2751); 50 U.S.C. 3603.¿ 

SEC. 5. ø50 U.S.C. 3604¿ Officers and employees of the Na-
tional Security Agency who are citizens or nationals of the United 
States may be granted additional compensation, in accordance with 
regulations which shall be prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, 
not in excess of additional compensation authorized by section 207 
of the Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 1949, as amended (5 
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2 Sec. 6 NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY ACT OF 1959 

1 The Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 1949, was repealed by the law enacting title 5, 
United States Code (Public Law 89–554, Sept 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378). Section 207 of that Act 
was codified as section 5941 of title 5, United States Code. 

2 Repealed by section 101 of Public Law 86–626 (July 12, 1960, 74 Stat. 427). 

U.S.C. 118h), 1 for employees whose rates of basic compensation are 
fixed by statute. 

SEC. 6. ø50 U.S.C. 3605¿ (a) Except as provided in subsection 
(b) of this section, nothing in this Act or any other law (including, 
but not limited to, the first section and section 2 of the Act of Au-
gust 28, 1935 (5 U.S.C. 654) 2) shall be construed to require the dis-
closure of the organization or any function of the National Security 
Agency, of any information with respect to the activities thereof, or 
of the names, titles, salaries, or number of the persons employed 
by such agency. 

(b) The reporting requirements of section 1582 of title 10, 
United States Code, shall apply to positions established in the Na-
tional Security Agency in the manner provided by section 4 of this 
Act. 

SEC. 7. øSection 7 was repealed by section 8(a) of Public Law 
89–554 (September 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 660); 50 U.S.C. 3606.¿ 

SEC. 8. ø50 U.S.C. 3604 note¿ The foregoing provisions of this 
Act shall take effect on the first day of the first pay period which 
begins later than the thirtieth day following the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 9. ø50 U.S.C. 3607¿ (a) Notwithstanding section 322 of 
the Act of June 30, 1932 (40 U.S.C. 278a), section 5536 of title 5, 
United States Code, and section 2675 of title 10, United States 
Code, the Director of the National Security Agency, on behalf of the 
Secretary of Defense, may lease real property outside the United 
States, for periods not exceeding ten years, for the use of the Na-
tional Security Agency for special cryptologic activities and for 
housing for personnel assigned to such activities. 

(b) The Director of the National Security Agency, on behalf of 
the Secretary of Defense, may provide to certain civilian and mili-
tary personnel of the Department of Defense who are assigned to 
special cryptologic activities outside the United States and who are 
designated by the Secretary of Defense for the purposes of this sub-
section— 

(1) allowances and benefits— 
(A) comparable to those provided by the Secretary of 

State to members of the Foreign Service under chapter 9 
of title I of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4081 
et seq.) or any other provision of law; and 

(B) in the case of selected personnel serving in cir-
cumstances similar to those in which personnel of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency serve, comparable to those pro-
vided by the Director of Central Intelligence to personnel 
of the Central Intelligence Agency; 
(2) housing (including heat, light, and household equip-

ment) without cost to such personnel, if the Director of the Na-
tional Security Agency, on behalf of the Secretary of Defense 
determines that it would be in the public interest to provide 
such housing; and 
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3 Sec. 10 NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY ACT OF 1959 

(3) special retirement accrual in the same manner pro-
vided in section 303 of the Central Intelligence Agency Retire-
ment Act (50 U.S.C. 403 note) and in section 18 of the Central 
Intelligence Agency Act of 1949. 
(c) The authority of the Director of the National Security Agen-

cy, on behalf of the Secretary of Defense, to make payments under 
subsections (a) and (b), and under contracts for leases entered into 
under subsection (a), is effective for any fiscal year only to the ex-
tent that appropriated funds are available for such purpose. 

(d) Members of the Armed Forces may not receive benefits 
under both subsection (b)(1) and title 37, United States Code, for 
the same purpose. The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe such 
regulations as may be necessary to carry out this subsection. 

(e) Regulations issued pursuant to subsection (b)(1) shall be 
submitted to the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence of 
the House of Representatives and the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate before such regulations take effect. 

SEC. 10. ø50 U.S.C. 3608¿ (a) The Director of the National Se-
curity Agency shall arrange for, and shall prescribe regulations 
concerning, language and language-related training programs for 
military and civilian cryptologic personnel. In establishing pro-
grams under this section for language and language-related train-
ing, the Director— 

(1) may provide for the training and instruction to be fur-
nished, including functional and geographic area specializa-
tions; 

(2) may arrange for training and instruction through other 
Government agencies and, in any case in which appropriate 
training or instruction is unavailable through Government fa-
cilities, through nongovernmental facilities that furnish train-
ing and instruction useful in the fields of language and foreign 
affairs; 

(3) may support programs that furnish necessary language 
and language-related skills, including, in any case in which ap-
propriate programs are unavailable at Government facilities, 
support through contracts, grants, or cooperation with non-
governmental educational institutions; and 

(4) may obtain by appointment or contract the services of 
individuals to serve as language instructors, linguists, or spe-
cial language project personnel. 
(b)(1) In order to maintain necessary capability in foreign lan-

guage skills and related abilities needed by the National Security 
Agency, the Director, without regard to subchapter IV of chapter 
55 of title 5, United States Code, may provide special monetary or 
other incentives to encourage civilian cryptologic personnel of the 
Agency to acquire or retain proficiency in foreign languages or spe-
cial related abilities needed by the Agency. 

(2) In order to provide linguistic training and support for 
cryptologic personnel, the Director— 

(A) may pay all or part of the tuition and other expenses 
related to the training of personnel who are assigned or de-
tailed for language and language-related training, orientation, 
or instruction; and 
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4 Sec. 10 NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY ACT OF 1959 

(B) may pay benefits and allowances to civilian personnel 
in accordance with chapters 57 and 59 of title 5, United States 
Code, and to military personnel in accordance with chapter 7 
of title 37, United States Code, and applicable provisions of 
title 10, United States Code, when such personnel are assigned 
to training at sites away from their designated duty station. 
(c)(1) To the extent not inconsistent, in the opinion of the Sec-

retary of Defense, with the operation of military cryptologic reserve 
units and in order to maintain necessary capability in foreign lan-
guage skills and related abilities needed by the National Security 
Agency, the Director may establish a cryptologic linguist reserve. 
The cryptologic linguist reserve may consist of former or retired ci-
vilian or military cryptologic personnel of the National Security 
Agency and of other qualified individuals, as determined by the Di-
rector of the Agency. Each member of the cryptologic linguist re-
serve shall agree that, during any period of emergency (as deter-
mined by the Director), the member shall return to active civilian 
status with the National Security Agency and shall perform such 
linguistic or linguistic-related duties as the Director may assign. 

(2) In order to attract individuals to become members of the 
cryptologic linguist reserve, the Director, without regard to sub-
chapter IV of chapter 55 of title 5, United States Code, may provide 
special monetary incentives to individuals eligible to become mem-
bers of the reserve who agree to become members of the cryptologic 
linguist reserve and to acquire or retain proficiency in foreign lan-
guages or special related abilities. 

(3) In order to provide training and support for members of the 
cryptologic linguist reserve, the Director— 

(A) may pay all or part of the tuition and other expenses 
related to the training of individuals in the cryptologic linguist 
reserve who are assigned or detailed for language and lan-
guage-related training, orientation, or instruction; and 

(B) may pay benefits and allowances in accordance with 
chapters 57 and 59 of title 5, United States Code, to individ-
uals in the cryptologic linguist reserve who are assigned to 
training at sites away from their homes or regular places of 
business. 
(d)(1) The Director, before providing training under this section 

to any individual, may obtain an agreement with that individual 
that— 

(A) in the case of current employees, pertains to continu-
ation of service of the employee, and repayment of the ex-
penses of such training for failure to fulfill the agreement, con-
sistent with the provisions of section 4108 of title 5, United 
States Code; and 

(B) in the case of individuals accepted for membership in 
the cryptologic linguist reserve, pertains to return to service 
when requested, and repayment of the expenses of such train-
ing for failure to fulfill the agreement, consistent with the pro-
visions of section 4108 of title 5, United States Code. 
(2) The Director, under regulations prescribed under this sec-

tion, may waive, in whole or in part, a right of recovery under an 
agreement made under this subsection if it is shown that the recov-

VerDate Nov 24 2008 07:57 Jan 10, 2025 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 9001 Sfmt 9001 G:\COMP\INTEL\NSAAO1.BEL HOLC

January 10, 2025 

G:\COMP\INTEL\NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY ACT OF 1959.XML

    
As Amended Through P.L. 118-159, Enacted December 23, 2024



5 Sec. 11 NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY ACT OF 1959 

ery would be against equity and good conscience or against the 
public interest. 

(e)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Director may provide to 
family members of military and civilian cryptologic personnel as-
signed to representational duties outside the United States, in an-
ticipation of the assignment of such personnel outside the United 
States or while outside the United States, appropriate orientation 
and language training that is directly related to the assignment 
abroad. 

(2) Language training under paragraph (1) may not be pro-
vided to any individual through payment of the expenses of tuition 
or other cost of instruction at a non-Government educational insti-
tution unless appropriate instruction is not available at a Govern-
ment facility. 

(f) The Director may waive the applicability of any provision of 
chapter 41 of title 5, United States Code, to any provision of this 
section if he finds that such waiver is important to the performance 
of cryptologic functions. 

(g) The authority of the Director to enter into contracts or to 
make grants under this section is effective for any fiscal year only 
to the extent that appropriated funds are available for such pur-
pose. 

(h) Regulations issued pursuant to this section shall be sub-
mitted to the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence of the 
House of Representatives and the Select Committee on Intelligence 
of the Senate before such regulations take effect. 

(i) The Director of the National Security Agency, on behalf of 
the Secretary of Defense, may, without regard to section 
4109(a)(2)(B) of title 5, United States Code, pay travel, transpor-
tation, storage, and subsistence expenses under chapter 57 of such 
title to civilian and military personnel of the Department of De-
fense who are assigned to duty outside the United States for a pe-
riod of one year or longer which involves cryptologic training, lan-
guage training, or related disciplines. 

SEC. 11. ø50 U.S.C. 3609¿ (a)(1) The Director of the National 
Security Agency may authorize agency personnel within the United 
States to perform the same functions as officers and agents of the 
Department of Homeland Security, as provided in section 
1315(b)(2) of title 40, United States Code, with the powers set forth 
in that section, except that such personnel shall perform such func-
tions and exercise such powers— 

(A) at the National Security Agency Headquarters complex 
and at any facilities and protected property which are solely 
under the administration and control of, or are used exclu-
sively by, the National Security Agency; and 

(B) in the streets, sidewalks, and the open areas within 
the zone beginning at the outside boundary of such facilities or 
protected property and extending outward 500 feet. 
(2) The performance of functions and exercise of powers under 

subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) shall be limited to those cir-
cumstances where such personnel can identify specific and 
articulable facts giving such personnel reason to believe that the 
performance of such functions and exercise of such powers is rea-
sonable to protect against physical damage or injury, or threats of 
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6 Sec. 12 NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY ACT OF 1959 

physical damage or injury, to agency installations, property, or em-
ployees. 

(3) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to preclude, 
or limit in any way, the authority of any Federal, State, or local 
law enforcement agency, or any other Federal police or Federal pro-
tective service. 

(4) The rules and regulations enforced by such personnel shall 
be the rules and regulations prescribed by the Director and shall 
only be applicable to the areas referred to in subparagraph (A) of 
paragraph (1). 

(5) Agency personnel authorized by the Director under para-
graph (1) may transport an individual apprehended under the au-
thority of this section from the premises at which the individual 
was apprehended, as described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of para-
graph (1), for the purpose of transferring such individual to the 
custody of law enforcement officials. Such transportation may be 
provided only to make a transfer of custody at a location within 30 
miles of the premises described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of 
paragraph (1). 

(b) The Director of the National Security Agency is authorized 
to establish penalties for violations of the rules or regulations pre-
scribed by the Director under subsection (a). Such penalties shall 
not exceed those specified in section 1315(c)(2) of title 40, United 
States Code. 

(c) Agency personnel designated by the Director of the National 
Security Agency under subsection (a) shall be clearly identifiable as 
United States Government security personnel while engaged in the 
performance of the functions to which subsection (a) refers. 

(d)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, agency per-
sonnel designated by the Director of the National Security Agency 
under subsection (a) shall be considered for purposes of chapter 171 
of title 28, United States Code, or any other provision of law relat-
ing to tort liability, to be acting within the scope of their office or 
employment when such agency personnel take reasonable action, 
which may include the use of force, to— 

(A) protect an individual in the presence of such agency 
personnel from a crime of violence; 

(B) provide immediate assistance to an individual who has 
suffered or who is threatened with bodily harm; 

(C) prevent the escape of any individual whom such agency 
personnel reasonably believe to have committed a crime of vio-
lence in the presence of such agency personnel; or 

(D) transport an individual pursuant to subsection (a)(2). 
(2) Paragraph (1) shall not affect the authorities of the Attor-

ney General under section 2679 of title 28, United States Code. 
(3) In this subsection, the term ‘‘crime of violence’’ has the 

meaning given that term in section 16 of title 18, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 12. ø50 U.S.C. 3610¿ (a)(1) The Secretary of Defense (or 
his designee) may by regulation establish a personnel system for 
senior civilian cryptologic personnel in the National Security Agen-
cy to be known as the Senior Cryptologic Executive Service. The 
regulations establishing the Senior Cryptologic Executive Service 
shall— 
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7 Sec. 12 NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY ACT OF 1959 

3 Public Law 101–194, sec. 506(c)(2) (103 Stat. 1759) amended sec. 12(a)(1)(G) by inserting 
‘‘and’’ after the semicolon at the end of (G). Because there was not a semicolon at the end of 
(G), the amendment was not executed. This amendment would have taken effect on January 
1, 1991. 

(A) meet the requirements set forth in section 3131 of title 
5, United States Code, for the Senior Executive Service; 

(B) provide that positions in the Senior Cryptologic Execu-
tive Service meet requirements that are consistent with the 
provisions of section 3132(a)(2) of such title; 

(C) provide, without regard to section 2, rates of pay for 
the Senior Cryptologic Executive Service that are not in excess 
of the maximum rate or less than the minimum rate of basic 
pay established for the Senior Executive Service under section 
5382 of such title, and that are adjusted at the same time and 
to the same extent as rates of basic pay for the Senior Execu-
tive Service are adjusted; 

(D) provide a performance appraisal system for the Senior 
Cryptologic Executive Service that conforms to the provisions 
of subchapter II of chapter 43 of such title; 

(E) provide for removal consistent with section 3592 of 
such title, and removal or suspension consistent with sub-
sections (a), (b), and (c) of section 7543 of such title (except 
that any hearing or appeal to which a member of the Senior 
Cryptologic Executive Service is entitled shall be held or de-
cided pursuant to procedures established by regulations of the 
Secretary of Defense or his designee); 

(F) permit the payment of performance awards to members 
of the Senior Cryptologic Executive Service consistent with the 
provisions applicable to performance awards under section 
5384 of such title; 

(G) provide that members of the Senior Cryptologic Execu-
tive Service may be granted sabbatical leaves consistent with 
the provisions of section 3396(c) of such title. 3 

(H) provide for the recertification of members of the Senior 
Cryptologic Executive Service consistent with the provisions of 
section 3393a of such title. 
(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (a), the Sec-

retary of Defense (or his designee) may— 
(A) make applicable to the Senior Cryptologic Executive 

Service any of the provisions of title 5, United States Code, ap-
plicable to applicants for or members of the Senior Executive 
Service; and 

(B) appoint, promote, and assign individuals to positions 
established within the Senior Cryptologic Executive Service 
without regard to the provisions of title 5, United States Code, 
governing appointments and other personnel actions in the 
competitive service. 
(3) The President, based on the recommendations of the Sec-

retary of Defense, may award ranks to members of the Senior 
Cryptologic Executive Service in a manner consistent with the pro-
visions of section 4507 of title 5, United States Code. 

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the Di-
rector of the National Security Agency may detail or assign any 
member of the Senior Cryptologic Executive Service to serve in a 
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8 Sec. 13 NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY ACT OF 1959 

position outside the National Security Agency in which the mem-
ber’s expertise and experience may be of benefit to the National Se-
curity Agency or another Government agency. Any such member 
shall not by reason of such detail or assignment lose any entitle-
ment or status associated with membership in the Senior 
Cryptologic Executive Service. 

(b) The Secretary of Defense (or his designee) may by regula-
tion establish a merit pay system for such employees of the Na-
tional Security Agency as the Secretary of Defense (or his designee) 
considers appropriate. The merit pay system shall be designed to 
carry out purposes consistent with those set forth in section 
5401(a) of title 5, United States Code. 

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow the ag-
gregate amount payable to a member of the Senior Cryptologic Ex-
ecutive Service under this section during any fiscal year to exceed 
the annual rate payable for positions at level I of the Executive 
Schedule in effect at the end of such year. 

SEC. 13. ø50 U.S.C. 3611¿ (a) The Director of the National Se-
curity Agency may make grants to private individuals and institu-
tions for the conduct of cryptologic research. An application for a 
grant under this section may not be approved unless the Director 
determines that the award of the grant would be clearly consistent 
with the national security. 

(b) The grant program established by subsection (a) shall be 
conducted in accordance with the Federal Grant and Cooperative 
Agreement Act of 1977 (41 U.S.C. 501 et seq.) to the extent that 
such Act is consistent with and in accordance with section 6 of this 
Act. 

(c) The authority of the Director to make grants under this sec-
tion is effective for any fiscal year only to the extent that appro-
priated funds are available for such purpose. 

SEC. 14. ø50 U.S.C. 3612¿ Funds appropriated to an entity of 
the Federal Government other than an element of the Department 
of Defense that have been specifically appropriated for the pur-
chase of cryptologic equipment, materials, or services with respect 
to which the National Security Agency has been designated as the 
central source of procurement for the Government shall remain 
available for a period of three fiscal years. 

SEC. 15. ø50 U.S.C. 3613¿ (a) No person may, except with the 
written permission of the Director of the National Security Agency, 
knowingly use the words ‘‘National Security Agency’’, the initials 
‘‘NSA’’, the seal of the National Security Agency, or any colorable 
imitation of such words, initials, or seal in connection with any 
merchandise, impersonation, solicitation, or commercial activity in 
a manner reasonably calculated to convey the impression that such 
use is approved, endorsed, or authorized by the National Security 
Agency. 

(b) Whenever it appears to the Attorney General that any per-
son is engaged or is about to engage in an act or practice which 
constitutes or will constitute conduct prohibited by subsection (a), 
the Attorney General may initiate a civil proceeding in a district 
court of the United States to enjoin such act or practice. Such court 
shall proceed as soon as practicable to the hearing and determina-
tion of such action and may, at any time before final determination, 
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9 Sec. 16 NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY ACT OF 1959 

enter such restraining orders or prohibitions, or take such other ac-
tion as is warranted, to prevent injury to the United States or to 
any person or class of persons for whose protection the action is 
brought. 

SEC. 16. ø50 U.S.C. 3614¿ (a) The purpose of this section is to 
establish an undergraduate and graduate training program, which 
may lead to a baccalaureate or graduate degree, to facilitate the re-
cruitment of individuals, particularly minority high school stu-
dents, with a demonstrated capability to develop skills critical to 
the mission of the National Security Agency, including mathe-
matics, computer science, engineering, and foreign languages. 

(b) The Secretary of Defense is authorized, in his discretion, to 
assign civilians who may or may not be employees of the National 
Security Agency as students at accredited professional, technical, 
and other institutions of higher learning for training at the under-
graduate or graduate level in skills critical to effective performance 
of the mission of the Agency. 

(c) The National Security Agency may pay, directly or by reim-
bursement to program participants, expenses incident to assign-
ments under subsection (b), in any fiscal year only to the extent 
that appropriated funds are available for such purpose. 

(d)(1) To be eligible for assignment under subsection (b), a pro-
gram participant must agree in writing— 

(A) to continue in the service of the Agency for the period 
of the assignment and to complete the educational course of 
training for which the program participant is assigned; 

(B) to continue in the service of the Agency following com-
pletion of the assignment for a period of one-and-a-half years 
for each year of the assignment or part thereof; 

(C) to reimburse the United States for the total cost of 
education (excluding the program participant’s pay and allow-
ances) provided under this section to the program participant 
if, prior to the program participant’s completing the edu-
cational course of training for which the program participant 
is assigned, the assignment or the program participant’s em-
ployment with the Agency is terminated— 

(i) by the Agency due to misconduct by the program 
participant; 

(ii) by the program participant voluntarily; or 
(iii) by the Agency for the failure of the program par-

ticipant to maintain such level of academic standing in the 
educational course of training as the Director of the Na-
tional Security Agency shall have specified in the agree-
ment of the program participant under this subsection; 
and 
(D) to reimburse the United States if, after completing the 

educational course of training for which the program partici-
pant is assigned, the program participant’s employment with 
the Agency is terminated either by the Agency due to mis-
conduct by the program participant or by the program partici-
pant voluntarily, prior to the program participant’s completion 
of the service obligation period described in subparagraph (B), 
in an amount that bears the same ratio to the total cost of the 
education (excluding the program participant’s pay and allow-
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10 Sec. 17 NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY ACT OF 1959 

ances) provided to the program participant as the unserved 
portion of the service obligation period described in subpara-
graph (B) bears to the total period of the service obligation de-
scribed in subparagraph (B). 
(2) Subject to paragraph (3), the obligation to reimburse the 

United States under an agreement described in paragraph (1), in-
cluding interest due on such obligation, is for all purposes a debt 
owing the United States. 

(3)(A) A discharge in bankruptcy under title 11, United States 
Code, shall not release a person from an obligation to reimburse 
the United States required under an agreement described in para-
graph (1) if the final decree of the discharge in bankruptcy is 
issued within five years after the last day of the combined period 
of service obligation described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of 
paragraph (1). 

(B) The Secretary of Defense may release a person, in whole 
or in part, from the obligation to reimburse the United States 
under an agreement described in paragraph (1) when, in his discre-
tion, the Secretary determines that equity or the interests of the 
United States so require. 

(C) The Secretary of Defense shall permit a program partici-
pant assigned under this section who, prior to commencing a sec-
ond academic year of such assignment, voluntarily terminates the 
assignment or the program participant’s employment with the 
Agency, to satisfy his obligation under an agreement described in 
paragraph (1) to reimburse the United States by reimbursement 
according to a schedule of monthly payments which results in com-
pletion of reimbursement by a date five years after the date of ter-
mination of the assignment or employment or earlier at the option 
of the program participant. 

(e) Agency efforts to recruit individuals at educational institu-
tions for participation in the undergraduate and graduate training 
program established by this section shall be made openly and ac-
cording to the common practices of universities and employers re-
cruiting at such institutions. 

(f) Chapter 41 of title 5 and subsections (a) and (b) of section 
3324 of title 31, United States Code, shall not apply with respect 
to this section. 

(g) The Secretary of Defense may issue such regulations as 
may be necessary to implement this section. 

(h) The undergraduate and graduate training program estab-
lished under this section shall be known as the Louis Stokes Edu-
cational Scholarship Program. 

SEC. 17. øSection 17 was repealed by section 806(b)(2) of P.L. 
103–359 (October 14, 1994, 108 Stat. 3442); 50 U.S.C. 3615.¿ 

SEC. 18. ø50 U.S.C. 3616¿ (a) The Secretary of Defense may 
pay the expenses referred to in section 5742(b) of title 5, United 
States Code, in the case of any employee of the National Security 
Agency who dies while on a rotational tour of duty within the 
United States or while in transit to or from such tour of duty. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term ‘‘rotational tour 
of duty’’, with respect to an employee, means a permanent change 
of station involving the transfer of the employee from the National 
Security Agency headquarters to another post of duty for a fixed 
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period established by regulation to be followed at the end of such 
period by a permanent change of station involving a transfer of the 
employee back to such headquarters. 

SEC. 19. ø50 U.S.C. 3617¿ (a) There is established the National 
Security Agency Emerging Technologies Panel. The Panel is a 
standing panel of the National Security Agency. The Panel shall be 
appointed by, and shall report directly to, the Director of the Na-
tional Security Agency. 

(b) The Panel shall study and assess, and periodically advise 
the Director on, the research, development, and application of ex-
isting and emerging science and technology advances, advances in 
encryption, and other topics. 

(c) Chapter 10 of title 5, United States Code, shall not apply 
with respect to the Panel. 

SEC. 20. ø50 U.S.C. 3618¿ (a) The Director may collect charges 
for evaluating, certifying, or validating information assurance prod-
ucts under the National Information Assurance Program or suc-
cessor program. 

(b) The charges collected under subsection (a) shall be estab-
lished through a public rulemaking process in accordance with Of-
fice of Management and Budget Circular No. A–25. 

(c) Charges collected under subsection (a) shall not exceed the 
direct costs of the program referred to in that subsection. 

(d) The appropriation or fund bearing the cost of the service for 
which charges are collected under the program referred to in sub-
section (a) may be reimbursed, or the Director may require advance 
payment subject to such adjustment on completion of the work as 
may be agreed upon. 

(e) Amounts collected under this section shall be credited to 
the account or accounts from which costs associated with such 
amounts have been or will be incurred, to reimburse or offset the 
direct costs of the program referred to in subsection (a). 
SEC. 21. ø50 U.S.C. 3619¿ SENIOR CHIEF PETTY OFFICER SHANNON 

KENT AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED FEMALE PERSONNEL. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Director of the National Security 

Agency shall establish an honorary award for the recognition of fe-
male personnel of the National Security Agency for distinguished 
career contributions in support of the mission of the Agency as ci-
vilian employees or members of the Armed Forces assigned to the 
Agency. The award shall be known as the ‘‘Senior Chief Petty Offi-
cer Shannon Kent Award’’ and shall consist of a design determined 
appropriate by the Director. 

(b) AWARD.—The Director shall award the Senior Chief Petty 
Officer Shannon Kent Award to female civilian employees, mem-
bers of the Armed Forces, or former civilian employees or members, 
whom the Director determines meet the criteria under subsection 
(a). 
SEC. 22. ø50 U.S.C. 3620¿ CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION OF INTEL-

LIGENCE COLLECTION ADJUSTMENTS. 
(a) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days after the date on 

which the Director of the National Security Agency determines the 
occurrence of an intelligence collection adjustment, the Director 
shall submit to the congressional intelligence committees, the Com-
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mittee on Appropriations of the Senate, and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives a notification of the 
intelligence collection adjustment. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEES.—The term 

‘‘congressional intelligence committees’’ has the meaning given 
that term in section 3 of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 3003). 

(2) INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION ADJUSTMENT.—The term ‘‘in-
telligence collection adjustment’’ includes a change by the 
United States Government to a policy on intelligence collection 
or the prioritization thereof that results in a significant loss of 
intelligence.  
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