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HIGHWAY SAFETY ACT OF 1978-(Sec. 209-Highway Safety 
Education and Information) 

[Public Law 95–599, Approved November 6, 1978] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 100–17, Enacted April 2, 1987] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of Public Law 95–599. It was last 
amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above and 
below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

HIGHWAY SAFETY EDUCATION AND INFORMATION 

SEC. 209. ø23 U.S.C. 401 note¿ (a) The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall carry out six pilot projects designed, through the use 
of television and radio, to develop and evaluate techniques, meth-
ods, and practices to achieve maximum measurable effectiveness in 
reducing traffic accidents, injuries, and deaths. 

(b) Each pilot project authorized by this section shall be in op-
eration not later than the one hundred and eightieth day after the 
date of the first appropriation of funds made under authority of 
this section, and shall be conducted for a one-year period. Not later 
than the ninetieth day after the end of each such one-year period, 
the Secretary of Transportation shall report to Congress the results 
of such project, including, but not limited to, an evaluation of the 
effectiveness of such project and a statistical analysis of the traffic 
accidents and fatalities within the project area during such one- 
year period. 

(c) There is authorized to be appropriated, out of the Highway 
Trust Fund, to carry out subsections (a) and (b) of this section, 
$6,000,000, to remain available until expended. 

(d) NATIONAL HIGHWAY SAFETY CAMPAIGN.—Utilizing those 
techniques, methods, and practices determined most effective under 
subsection (b), the Secretary of Transportation shall conduct a na-
tional highway safety campaign utilizing the local and national tel-
evision and radio to educate and inform the public of techniques, 
methods, and practices to reduce the number and severity of high-
way accidents. Not later than the 180th day after the date of sub-
mission of the first report to Congress required by subsection (b) 
of this section, the Secretary shall commence the conduct of such 
campaign. 

(e) Such campaign is authorized to be conducted in cooperation 
with interested government and nongovernment authorities, agen-
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cies, organizations, institutions, businesses, and individuals, and 
shall utilize to the extent possible nongovernmental professional or-
ganizations equipped and experienced to conduct such campaign. 

(f) The Secretary of Transportation shall engage such private 
firms or organizations as he determines necessary to conduct an 
on-going evaluation of the national campaign authorized by sub-
section (d) of this section to determine ways and means for encour-
aging the participation and cooperation of television and radio sta-
tion licensees, for measuring audience reactions to on-going high-
way safety programming for evaluating the effectiveness of such 
programs in terms of the number of lives saved and the reduction 
in injuries, and for the purpose of developing new programs for the 
promotion of highway safety. Such evaluation shall include deter-
minations of those programs designed to encourage the voluntary 
use of safety belts which are most effective and shall include rec-
ommendations for new methods and approaches which will result 
in greater voluntary utilization of safety belts by the public. 

(g) The Secretary of Transportation shall submit a report to 
the Congress on July 1 of each year in which the campaign is in 
progress on the results of such evaluation and on the steps being 
taken by the Secretary of Transportation to implement the rec-
ommendations of such evaluation. 

(h) For the purpose of carrying out subsections (d), (e), (f), and 
(g) of this section, there is authorized to be appropriated out of the 
Highway Trust Fund, $10,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. None of the amounts authorized by this subsection shall be 
available for obligation for any education or information program 
conducted in connection with the implementation of Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standard 208 (49 C.F.R. 571.208). 

(i) All provisions of chapter 1 of title 23, United States Code, 
that are applicable to Federal-aid primary highway funds, other 
than provisions relating to the apportionment formula and provi-
sions limiting the expenditure of such funds to the Federal-aid sys-
tems, shall apply to the funds authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section except as determined by the Secretary to be 
inconsistent with this section and except that the funds authorized 
to be appropriated to carry out this section shall not be subject to 
any obligation limitation.  
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