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FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY ACT OF 1973-(Sec. 163- 
Demonstration Project-Railroad-Highway Crossings) 

[Public Law 93–87, Approved August 13, 1973] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 104–66, Enacted December 21, 1995] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of Public Law 93–87. It was last 
amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above and 
below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

* * * * * * * 

DEMONSTRATION PROJECT—RAILROAD-HIGHWAY 
CROSSINGS 

SEC. 163. ø23 U.S.C. 130 note¿ (a)(1) The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall enter into such arrangements as may be necessary 
to carry out demonstration projects in Lincoln, Nebraska, Wheel-
ing, West Virginia, and Elko, Nevada, for the relocation of railroad 
lines from the central area of the cities in conformance with the 
methodology developed under proposals submitted to the Secretary 
by the respective cities. The cities shall (1) have a local agency with 
legal authority to relocate railroad facilities, levy taxes for such 
purpose, and a record of prior accomplishment; and (2) have a cur-
rent relocation plan for such lines which has a favorable benefit- 
cost ratio involving and having the unanimous approval of three or 
more class 1 railroads in Lincoln, Nebraska, and the two class 1 
railroads in Wheeling, West Virginia, and Elko, Nevada, and multi-
civic, local, and State agencies, and which provides for the elimi-
nation of a substantial number of the existing railway-road conflict 
points within the city. 

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such ar-
rangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration 
project in Lafayette, Indiana, for relocation of railroad lines from 
the central area of the city. There are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out this paragraph $360,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1975. 

(b) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out a dem-
onstration project for the elimination or protection of certain public 
ground level rail-highway crossings in, or the vicinity of, Spring-
field, Illinois. 
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(c) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such ar-
rangements as may be necessary to carry out demonstration 
projects in Brownsville, Texas, and Matamoros, Mexico, for the re-
location of railroad lines from the central area of the cities in con-
formance with the methodology developed under proposals sub-
mitted to the Secretary by the Brownsville Navigation District, pro-
viding for the construction of an international bridge and for the 
elimination of a substantial number of existing railway-road con-
flict points within the cities. 

(d) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such ar-
rangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration 
project in East Saint Louis, Illinois, for the relocation of rail lines 
between Thirteenth and Forty-third Streets, in accordance with 
method-ology approved by the Secretary. The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall carry out a demonstration project for the relocation 
of rail lines in the vicinity of Carbondale, Illinois. 

(e) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such ar-
rangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration 
project in New Albany, Indiana, for the elimination of the existing 
rail loop and relocation of rail lines to a location between Vin-
cennes Street and East Eighth Street, in accordance with method- 
ology approved by the Secretary. 

(f) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out demonstra-
tion projects for the construction of an overpass at the rail-highway 
grade crossing on Cottage Grove Avenue between One Hundred 
Forty-second Street and One Hundred Thirty-eighth Street in the 
village of Dolton, Illinois, and the construction of an overpass at 
the rail-highway grade crossing at Vermont Street and the Rock Is-
land Railroad tracks in the city of Blue Island, Illinois. 

(g) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out a dem-
onstration project for the elmination of the ground level railroad 
highway crossing on United States Route 69 in Greenville, Texas. 

(h) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out a dem-
onstration project in Anoka, Minnesota, for the construction of an 
underpass at the Seventh Avenue and County Road 7 railroad- 
highway grade crossing. 

(i) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out a dem-
onstration project in Metairie, Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, for the 
relocation or grade separation of rail lines whichever he deems 
most feasible in order to emiminate certain grade level railroad 
highway crossings. 

(j) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such ar-
rangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration 
project in Augusta, Georgia, for the relocation of railroad lines and 
for the purpose of eliminating highway railroad grade crossings. 

(k) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such ar-
rangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration 
project in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, for the relocation of railroad lines 
for the purpose of eliminating highway railroad grade crossings. 

(l) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out a dem-
onstration project in Sherman, Texas, for the relocation of rail lines 
in order to eliminate the ground level railroad crossing at the 
crossing of the Southern Pacific and Frisco Railroads with Grand 
Avenue-Roberts Road. 
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1 Section 346 of the Department of Transportation and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
1988 (P.L. 100–202) amended subsection (n) by adding the except clause without specification 
as to the placement of such clause. The period preceding ‘‘except’’ was in the original. See sec-
tion 148(a) of P.L. 100–17, 101 Stat. 181. 

(m) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such ar-
rangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration 
project in Hammond, Indiana, for the relocation of railroad lines for 
the purposes of eliminating highway railroad grade crossings. 

(n) The Federal share payable on account of such projects shall 
be the Federal share provided in section 120(a) of title 23, United 
States Code, 1. except those railroad-highway crossings segments 
which are already engaged in or have completed the preparation of 
the plans, specifications and estimates (PS&E) for the construction 
of the segment involved shall retain the Federal share as specified 
in subsection 163(n) as amended by section 134 of the Surface 
Transportation Assistance Act of 1978. 

ø(o) Repealed.¿ 
(p) There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out this sec-

tion (other than subsection (q)) not to exceed $15,000,000 for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1974, $25,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1975, and $50,000,000 for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1976, $6,250,000, for the period beginning July 1, 1976, 
and ending September 30, 1976, $26,400,000 for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1977, $51,400,000 for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 1978, $70,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1979, and $90,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1980, $100,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 1981, and $100,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 1982, and $50,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30 
1983, and $50,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
1984 and $50,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
1985, and $50,000,000 for the fiscal year year ending September 
30, 1986, and $15,000,000 per fiscal year for each of fiscal years 
1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, and 1994, except that not 
more than two-thirds of all funds authorized and expended under 
authority of this section in any fiscal year shall be appropriated out 
of the Highway Trust fund. Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this section, any project which is not under construction, according 
to the Secretary of Transportation, by September 30, 1985, shall 
not be eligible for additional funds under this authorization. 

(q) The Secretary, in cooperation with State highway depart-
ments and local officials, shall conduct a full and complete inves-
tigation and study of the problem of providing increased highway 
safety by the relocation of railroad lines from the central area of 
cities on a nationwide basis, and report to the Congress his rec-
ommendations resulting from such investigation and study not 
later than July 1, 1975, including an estimate of the cost of such 
a program. Funds authorized to carry out section 307 of title 23, 
United States Code, are authorized to be used to carry out the in-
vestigation and study required by this subsection. 

* * * * * * * 
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