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Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017, 
Improvements Act 

[Public Law 115–94] 

[This law has not been amended] 

AN ACT To make technical changes and other improvements to the Department of 
State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017. 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 115-94. It was 
last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above and 
below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ø22 U.S.C. 2651 note¿ SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department of State Authorities 
Act, Fiscal Year 2017, Improvements Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REPORTS. 

(a) ø22 U.S.C. 4803¿ OMNIBUS DIPLOMATIC SECURITY AND 
ANTITERRORISM ACT OF 1986.—Section 104(a) of the Omnibus Dip-
lomatic Security and Antiterrorism Act of 1986, as added by section 
101 of the Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 
(Public Law 114-323), is amended by inserting ‘‘and the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives’’ after ‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’. 

(b) ø22 U.S.C. 304¿ ANNUAL REPORT ON EMBASSY CONSTRUC-
TION COSTS.—Section 118(a) of the Department of State Authorities 
Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘and the Committees on Appropriations of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives’’ after ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees’’. 

(c) ø22 U.S.C. 287 note¿ OVERSIGHT OF AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
FOR PEACEKEEPER ABUSES.—Section 301(a) of the Department of 
State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘and the Committees on Appropriations of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives’’ after ‘‘appropriate 
congressional committees’’. 

(d) WORKFORCE RIGHTSIZING REPORT.—Section 405(c) of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114-323) is amended by inserting ‘‘and the Committees on Appro-
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2 Sec. 3 Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year... 

priations of the Senate and the House of Representatives’’ after 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’. 

(e) CONSULAR IMMUNITY.—Subsection (b)(2) of section 4 of the 
Diplomatic Relations Act (22 U.S.C. 254c), as added by section 501 
of the Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub-
lic Law 114-323), is amended by striking ‘‘of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Foreign Relations’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘and the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Foreign Relations and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations’’. 

(f) WESTERN HEMISPHERE DRUG POLICY COMMISSION RE-
PORT.—Section 602(c) of the Department of State Authorities Act, 
Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘and the Committee on Appropriations’’ 
after ‘‘Committee on Foreign Affairs’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘and the Committee on Appropriations’’ 
after ‘‘Committee on Foreign Relations’’; 

SEC. 3. ø22 U.S.C. 287 note¿ PEACEKEEPING TRAINING. 
Section 301 of the Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 

Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (e)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘enhance the dis-
covery’’ and inserting ‘‘investigate allegations’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘adequately respond 
to complaints about such offenses by carrying out swift 
and effective disciplinary action against the personnel’’ and 
inserting ‘‘appropriately hold accountable personnel’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘, including com-
pensation to victims, as appropriate’’ after ‘‘responses to 
such offenses’’; 
(2) in subsection (f)(2), by striking ‘‘any individual who 

commits an act’’ and inserting ‘‘personnel who are found to 
have committed acts’’; and 

(3) in subsection (g)(1), by striking ‘‘noteworthy’’. 
SEC. 4. ø22 U.S.C. 287 note¿ QUALIFICATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

SECRETARY GENERAL. 
Section 310 of the Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 

Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘The descriptions referred 

to in subsection (a) shall include the following elements’’ and 
inserting ‘‘In addition to the descriptions referred to in sub-
section (a), each such candidate shall be urged to describe the 
following’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘such l’’ and inserting 
‘‘such agenda’’. 

SEC. 5. POLICY REGARDING THE UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS 
COUNCIL. 

Section 311(a)(2) of the Department of State Authorities Act, 
Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end; 
(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following new subparagraphs: 
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3 Sec. 10 Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year... 

‘‘(E) which has been designated as a Tier 3 country in 
the annual Department of State Trafficking in Persons Re-
port under the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7107); or 

‘‘(F) which is identified as having failed to prevent or 
address gross violations of human rights in the annual De-
partment of State Human Rights Report under the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 and the Trade Act of 1974; and’’. 

SEC. 6. COMPARATIVE REPORT ON PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS. 
Section 313 of the Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 

Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended— 
(1) by inserting ‘‘and the Committees on Appropriations of 

the Senate and the House of Representatives’’ after ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’’; 

(2) by amending paragraph (1) to read as follows: 
‘‘(1) a comparison of the costs of current United Nations 

peacekeeping operations, including the costs incurred by the 
United States for such operations, and the estimated cost of 
such operations if implemented unilaterally by the United 
States;’’; 

(3) by redesignating paragraph (2) as paragraph (3); and 
(4) by inserting after paragraph (1), as amended by para-

graph (2) of this section, the following new paragraph: 
‘‘(2) an assessment of the operational, structural, and doc-

trinal differences between the military and civilian infrastruc-
tures of the United States and United Nations and other as-
sumptions that impact cost estimates; and’’. 

SEC. 7. LATERAL ENTRY INTO THE FOREIGN SERVICE. 
Section 404(a) of the Department of State Authorities Act, Fis-

cal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended by striking ‘‘out-
standing’’. 
SEC. 8. COMBATING INTOLERANCE. 

The section heading of section 419 of the Department of State 
Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended 
by striking ‘‘anti-semitism’’ and inserting ‘‘intolerance’’. 
SEC. 9. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS REGARDING COMPLETION OF 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE DRUG POLICY COMMISSION RE-
PORT. 

Section 603 of the Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (f)(1), by striking ‘‘section 362’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 602(c)’’; and 

(2) by amending subsection (h) to read as follows: 
‘‘(h) COMPENSATION.—Members of the Commission shall serve 

without pay or benefits.’’. 
SEC. 10. TECHNICAL CORRECTION REGARDING POWERS OF WESTERN 

HEMISPHERE DRUG POLICY COMMISSION. 
Section 604 of the Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 

Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

‘‘(f) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, AND DEVISES.—The Commission may so-
licit, accept, use, and dispose of gifts, bequests, or devises of money, 
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4 Sec. 11 Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year... 

services, or property, both real and personal, for the purpose of car-
rying out any duty, power, or authority of the Commission.’’. 
SEC. 11. ø22 U.S.C. 1465b note¿ BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS. 

Section 703(b)(2) of the Department of State Authorities Act, 
Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended by striking ‘‘any 
significant restructuring,’’. 
SEC. 12. RANSOMS TO FOREIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS. 

Section 709(a) of the Department of State Authorities Act, Fis-
cal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323) is amended by inserting ‘‘, to 
the extent practicable,’’ before ‘‘transmit’’. 
SEC. 13. RESTORATION OF TIBET REPORT. 

Section 613 of the Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Year 2003 (Public Law 107-228, 22 U.S.C. 6901 note), as amended 
by section 715(b)(1) of the Department of State Authorities Act, 
Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-323), is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘In General’’ and insert-
ing the following:‘‘ Policy.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—’’; 
(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as paragraph (2) and 

moving such paragraph, as so redesignated, two ems to the 
right; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
‘‘(b) PERIODIC REPORTS.—Not later than 180 days after the 

date of the enactment of the Department of State Authorities Act, 
Fiscal Year 2017, Improvements Act, and annually thereafter until 
December 31, 2021, the President shall transmit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report on— 

‘‘(1) the steps taken by the President and the Secretary in 
accordance with subsection (a)(1) to implement the Tibetan 
Policy Act of 2002; and 

‘‘(2) the status of any discussions between the People’s Re-
public of China and the Dalai Lama or his representatives or 
a successor selected by a method of the 14th Dalai Lama’s own 
choosing or the representatives of such successor.’’. 

SEC. 14. DEPARTMENT OF STATE REORGANIZATIONS. 
The report required under subsection (l) of section 7034 of the 

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017 (Public Law 115-31) shall 
also be provided to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on Foreign Relations in the 
Senate concurrent with the submission of such report to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate pursuant to such sub-
section.  
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