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READ Act 

[Public Law 114–124] 

[This law has not been amended] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 114-124. It 
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above 
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To require the President’s annual budget request to Congress each year 
to include a line item for the Research in Disabilities Education program of the 
National Science Foundation and to require the National Science Foundation to 
conduct research on dyslexia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ø42 U.S.C. 1861 note¿ SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Research Excellence and Ad-
vancements for Dyslexia Act’’ or the ‘‘READ Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ø42 U.S.C. 1862r note¿ FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) As many as 1 out of 6, or 8,500,000, American school 

children may have dyslexia. 
(2) Since 1975, dyslexia has been included in the list of 

qualifying learning disabilities under the Education for All 
Handicapped Children Act of 1975 and the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act. 

SEC. 3. ø42 U.S.C. 1862r note¿ RESEARCH IN DISABILITIES EDUCATION. 
(a) PROGRAM.—Nothing in this Act alters the National Science 

Foundation’s Research in Disabilities Education program for funda-
mental and implementation research about learners (of all ages) 
with disabilities, including dyslexia, in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics (STEM). The National Science Founda-
tion shall continue to encourage efforts to understand and address 
disability-based differences in STEM education and workforce par-
ticipation, including differences for dyslexic learners. 

(b) LINE ITEM.—The Director of the National Science Founda-
tion shall include the amount requested for the Research in Dis-
abilities Education program in the Foundation’s annual congres-
sional budget justification. 
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2 Sec. 4 READ Act 

SEC. 4. ø42 U.S.C. 1862r-1¿ DYSLEXIA. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with subsection (c), the National 

Science Foundation shall support multi-directorate, merit-reviewed, 
and competitively awarded research on the science of specific learn-
ing disability, including dyslexia, such as research on the early 
identification of children and students with dyslexia, professional 
development for teachers and administrators of students with dys-
lexia, curricula and educational tools needed for children with dys-
lexia, and implementation and scaling of successful models of dys-
lexia intervention. Research supported under this subsection shall 
be conducted with the goal of practical application. 

(b) AWARDS.—To promote development of early career re-
searchers, in awarding funds under subsection (a) the National 
Science Foundation shall prioritize applications for funding sub-
mitted by early career researchers. 

(c) COORDINATION.—To prevent unnecessary duplication of re-
search, activities under this Act shall be coordinated with similar 
activities supported by other Federal agencies, including research 
funded by the Institute of Education Sciences and the National In-
stitutes of Health. 

(d) FUNDING.—The National Science Foundation shall devote 
not less than $5,000,000 to research described in subsection (a), 
which shall include not less than $2,500,000 for research on the 
science of dyslexia, for each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021, sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations, to come from amounts 
made available for the Research and Related Activities account or 
the Education and Human Resources Directorate under subsection 
(e). This section shall be carried out using funds otherwise appro-
priated by law after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION.—For each of fiscal years 2016 through 
2021, there are authorized out of funds appropriated to the Na-
tional Science Foundation, $5,000,000 to carry out the activities de-
scribed in subsection (a). 
SEC. 5. ø42 U.S.C. 1862r-1 note¿ DEFINITION OF SPECIFIC LEARNING 

DISABILITY. 
In this Act, the term ‘‘specific learning disability’’— 

(1) means a disorder in 1 or more of the basic psychological 
processes involved in understanding or in using language, spo-
ken or written, which disorder may manifest itself in the im-
perfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do 
mathematical calculations; 

(2) includes such conditions as perceptual disabilities, 
brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and develop-
mental aphasia; and 

(3) does not include a learning problem that is primarily 
the result of visual, hearing, or motor disabilities, of intellec-
tual disability, of emotional disturbance, or of environmental, 
cultural, or economic disadvantage.  
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