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Chesapeake Bay Initiative Act of 1998
[Title V of Public Law 105-312; 54 U.S.C. 320101 note]

[As Amended Through P.L. 118-198, Enacted December 23, 2024]

[Currency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 105-312. It
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:/
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/1

[Note: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents.
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).1

AN ACT To clarify restrictions under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act on baiting and
to facilitate acquisition of migratory bird habitat, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,

* * *k & * * *

TITLE V—-CHESAPEAKE BAY INITIATIVE

SEC. 501. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the “Chesapeake Bay Initiative Act
of 1998”.

SEC. 502. CHESAPEAKE BAY GATEWAYS AND WATERTRAILS.
(a) CHESAPEAKE BAY GATEWAYS AND WATERTRAILS NET-
WORK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Interior (referred to
in this section as the “Secretary”), in cooperation with the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (referred
to in this section as the “Administrator”), shall provide tech-
nical and financial assistance, in cooperation with other Fed-
eral agencies, State and local governments, nonprofit organiza-
tions, and the private sector—

(A) to identify, conserve, restore, and interpret nat-
ural, recreational, historical, and cultural resources within
the Chesapeake Bay Watershed,;

(B) to identify and utilize the collective resources as
Chesapeake Bay Gateways sites for enhancing public edu-
cation of and access to the Chesapeake Bay;

(C) to link the Chesapeake Bay Gateways sites with
trails, tour roads, scenic byways, and other connections as
determined by the Secretary;
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(D) to develop and establish Chesapeake Bay
Watertrails comprising water routes and connections to
Chesapeake Bay Gateways sites and other land resources
within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed; and

(E) to create a network of Chesapeake Bay Gateways
sites and Chesapeake Bay Watertrails.

(2) CoMPONENTS.—Components of the Chesapeake Bay
Gateways and Watertrails Network may include—

(A) State or Federal parks or refuges;

(B) historic seaports;

(C) archaeological, cultural, historical, or recreational
sites; or

(D) other public access and interpretive sites as se-
lected by the Secretary.

(b) CHESAPEAKE BAY GATEWAYS GRANTS ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in cooperation with the
Administrator, shall establish a Chesapeake Bay Gateways
Grants Assistance Program to aid State and local governments,
local communities, nonprofit organizations, and the private sec-
tor in conserving, restoring, and interpreting important his-
toric, cultural, recreational, and natural resources within the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed.

(2) CRITERIA.—The Secretary, in cooperation with the Ad-
ministrator, shall develop appropriate eligibility, prioritization,
and review criteria for grants under this section.

(3) MATCHING FUNDS AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—A
grant under this section—

(A) shall not exceed 50 percent of eligible project costs;

(B) shall be made on the condition that non-Federal
sources, including in-kind contributions of services or ma-
terials, provide the remainder of eligible project costs; and

(C) shall be made on the condition that not more than
10 percent of all eligible project costs be used for adminis-
trative expenses.

(¢c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized
to be appropriated to carry out this section $3,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 1999 through 2030.
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