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SIKES ACT
[Public Law 86797, Approved September 15, 1960, 74 Stat. 1052]

[As Amended Through P.L. 117-263, Enacted December 23, 2022]

[Currency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 86-797. It
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:/
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/]

[Note: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents.
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).1

AN ACT To promote effectual planning, development, maintenance, and coordina-
tion of wildlife, fish, and game conservation and rehabilitation in military reserva-
tions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Sikes Act”.

TITLE I—CONSERVATION PROGRAMS ON MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS

SEC. 100. [16 U.S.C. 6701 DEFINITIONS.
In this title:
(1) MILITARY INSTALLATION.—The term “military installa-
tion”—

(A) means any land or interest in land owned by the
United States and administered by the Secretary of De-
fense or the Secretary of a military department, except
land under the jurisdiction of the Assistant Secretary of
the Army having responsibility for civil works;

(B) includes all public lands withdrawn from all forms
of appropriation under public land laws and reserved for
use by the Secretary of Defense or the Secretary of a mili-
tary department; and

(C) does not include any land described in subpara-
graph (A) or (B) that is subject to an approved rec-
ommendation for closure under the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Act of 1990 (part A of title XXIX of Pub-
lic Law 101-510; 10 U.S.C. 2687 note).

(2) STATE.—The term “State” means any of the several
States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
1
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Rico, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, American Samoa, and the Virgin Islands.

(3) STATE-OWNED NATIONAL GUARD INSTALLATION.—The
term State-owned National Guard installation” means land
owned and operated by a State when such land is used for
training the National Guard pursuant to chapter 5 of title 32,
United States Code, with funds provided by the Secretary of
Defense or the Secretary of a military department, even though
such land is not under the jurisdiction of the Department of
Defense.

(4) STATE FISH AND WILDLIFE AGENCY.—The term “State
fish and wildlife agency” means the one or more agencies of
State government that are responsible under State law for
managing fish or wildlife resources.

(5) UNITED STATES.—The term “United States” means the
States, the District of Columbia, and the territories and posses-
sions of the United States.

(6) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term “Indian tribe” means any In-
dian tribe, band, nation, or other organized group or commu-
nity, including any Alaska Native village or regional or village
corporation as defined in or established pursuant to the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), which
is recognized as eligible for the special programs and services
provided by the United States to Indians because of their sta-
tus as Indians.

SEC. 101. [16 U.S.C. 670a] COOPERATIVE PLAN FOR CONSERVATION
AND REHABILITATION.
(a) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—

(1) PROGRAM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall carry
out a program to provide for the conservation and rehabili-
tation of natural resources on military installations.

(B) INTEGRATED NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT
PLAN.—(i) To facilitate the program, the Secretary of each
military department shall prepare and implement an inte-
grated natural resources management plan for each mili-
tary installation in the United States under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary, unless the Secretary determines that
the absence of significant natural resources on a particular
installation makes preparation of such a plan inappro-
priate.

(i1)1 The Secretary of a military department may,
subject to the availability of appropriations, develop
and implement an integrated natural resources man-
agement plan for a State-owned National Guard in-
stallation. Such a plan shall be developed and imple-
mented in coordination with the chief executive officer
of the State in which the State-owned National Guard
installation is located. Such a plan is deemed, for pur-
poses of any other provision of law, to be for lands or

1Margin so in law.
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other geographical areas owned or controlled by the

Department of Defense, or designated for its use.

(2) COOPERATIVE PREPARATION.—The Secretary of a mili-
tary department shall prepare each integrated natural re-
sources management plan for which the Secretary is respon-
sible in cooperation with the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Director of the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, and the head of each appropriate State fish and wild-
life agency for the State in which the military installation or
State-owned National Guard installation concerned is located.
Consistent with paragraph (4), the resulting plan for the mili-
tary installation or State-owned National Guard installation
shall reflect the mutual agreement of the parties concerning
conservation, protection, and management of fish and wildlife
resources.

(3) PURPOSES OF PROGRAM.—(A) Consistent with the use of
military installations and State-owned National Guard instal-
lations to ensure the preparedness of the Armed Forces, the
Secretaries of the military departments shall carry out the pro-
gram required by this subsection to provide for—

(i) the conservation and rehabilitation of natural re-
sources on such installations;

(ii) the use of natural and nature-based features to
maintain or improve military installation resilience;

(iii) the sustainable multipurpose use of the resources
on such installations, which shall include hunting, fishing,
trapping, and nonconsumptive uses; and

(iv) subject to safety requirements and military secu-
rity, public access to military installations to facilitate the
use.

(B)2 In the case of a State-owned National Guard in-
stallation, such program shall be carried out in coordina-
tion with the chief executive officer of the State in which
the installation is located.

(4) EFFECT ON OTHER LAW.—Nothing in this title—

(A)({) affects any provision of a Federal law governing
the conservation or protection of fish and wildlife re-
sources; or

(i) enlarges or diminishes the responsibility and au-
thority of any State for the protection and management of
fish and resident wildlife; or

(B) except as specifically provided in the other provi-
sions of this section and in section 102, authorizes the Sec-
retary of a military department to require a Federal li-
cense or permit to hunt, fish, or trap on a military installa-
tion.

(b) REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF PLANS.—Consistent with the use of
military installations and State-owned National Guard installa-
tions to ensure the preparedness of the Armed Forces, each inte-
grated natural resources management plan prepared under sub-
section (a)—

2Margin so in law.
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; (1) shall, to the extent appropriate and applicable, provide
or—

(A) fish and wildlife management, land management,
forest management, and fish- and wildlife-oriented recre-
ation;

(B) fish and wildlife habitat enhancement or modifica-
tions;

(C) wetland protection, enhancement, and restoration,
where necessary for support of fish, wildlife, or plants;

(D) integration of, and consistency among, the various
activities conducted under the plan;

(E) establishment of specific natural resource manage-
ment goals and objectives and time frames for proposed ac-
tion;

(F) sustainable use by the public of natural resources
to the extent that the use is not inconsistent with the
needs of fish and wildlife resources;

(G) public access to the installation that is necessary
or appropriate for the use described in subparagraph (F),
subject to requirements necessary to ensure safety and
military security;

(H) enforcement of applicable natural resource laws
(including regulations);

(I) no net loss in the capability of installation lands to
support the military mission of the installation; and

(J) such other activities as the Secretary of the mili-
tary department determines appropriate;

(2) must be reviewed as to operation and effect by the par-
ties thereto on a regular basis, but not less often than every
5 years; and

(3) may, in the case of a military installation, stipulate the
issuance of special State hunting and fishing permits to indi-
viduals and require payment of nominal fees therefor, which
fees shall be utilized for the protection, conservation, and man-
agement of fish and wildlife, including habitat improvement
and related activities in accordance with the integrated natural
resources management plan; except that—

(A) the Commanding Officer of the installation or per-
sons designated by that Officer are authorized to enforce
such special hunting and fishing permits and to collect,
spend, administer, and account for fees for the permits,
acting as agent or agents for the State if the integrated
natural resources management plan so provides, and

(B) the fees collected under this paragraph may not be
expended with respect to other than the military installa-
tion on which collected, unless the military installation is
subsequently closed, in which case the fees may be trans-
ferred to another military installation to be used for the
same purposes.

(c) PROHIBITIONS ON SALE AND LEASE OF LANDS UNLESS EFr-
FECTS COMPATIBLE WITH PLAN.—After an integrated natural re-
sources management plan is agreed to under subsection (a)—

(1) no sale of land, or forest products from land, that is
within a military installation covered by that plan may be

As Amended Through P.L. 117-263, Enacted December 23, 2022



G:\COMP\FORESTS\SIKES ACT. XML

] SIKES ACT Sec. 101

made under section 2665 (a) or (b) of title 10, United States

Code; and

(2) no leasing of land that is within the installation may
be made under section 2667 of such title 10;

unless the effects of that sale or leasing are compatible with the
purposes of the plan.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF INTEGRATED NAT-
URAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PLANS.—With regard to the imple-
mentation and enforcement of integrated natural resources man-
agement plans agreed to under subsection (a)—

(1) neither Office of Management and Budget Circular A—
76 nor any successor circular thereto applies to the procure-
ment of services that are necessary for that implementation
and enforcement; and

(2) priority shall be given to the entering into of contracts
for the procurement of such implementation and enforcement
services with Federal and State agencies having responsibility
for the conservation or management of fish or wildlife.

(e) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAws.—Integrated natural re-
sources management plans agreed to under the authority of this
section and section 102 shall not be deemed to be, nor treated as,
cooperative agreements to which chapter 63 of title 31, United
States Code, applies.

(f) REVIEWS AND REPORTS.—

(1) SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—Not later than March 1 of
each year, the Secretary of Defense shall review the extent to
which integrated natural resources management plans were
prepared or were in effect and implemented in accordance with
this title in the preceding year, and submit a report on the
ﬁlnc(liings of the review to the committees. Each report shall in-
clude—

(A) the number of integrated natural resources man-
agement plans in effect in the year covered by the report,
including the date on which each plan was issued in final
form or most recently revised,;

(B) the amounts expended on conservation activities
conducted pursuant to the plans in the year covered by the
report; and

(C) an assessment of the extent to which the plans
comply with this title.

(2) SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.—Not later than March 1
of each year and in consultation with the heads of State fish
and wildlife agencies, the Secretary of the Interior shall submit
a report to the committees on the amounts expended by the
Department of the Interior and the State fish and wildlife
agencies in the year covered by the report on conservation ac-
tivities conducted pursuant to integrated natural resources
management plans.

(3) DEFINITION OF COMMITTEES.—In this subsection, the
term “committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Resources and the Committee
on Armed Services of the House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate.
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(g) PROGRAM FOR INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT FOR MILI-
TARY INSTALLATIONS.—

(1) INCLUSION OF INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT.—The
Secretary of Defense shall, to the extent practicable and condu-
cive to military readiness, incorporate in integrated natural re-
sources management plans for military installations the man-
agement, control, and eradication of invasive species—

(A) that are not native to the ecosystem of the military
installation; and

(B) the introduction of which cause or may cause harm
to military readiness, the environment, or human health
and safety.

(2) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of Defense shall carry
out this subsection in consultation with the Secretary of the In-
terior.

SEC. 102. [16 U.SS.C. 670b] MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS; HUNTING PER-
MITS.

(a) INTEGRATED NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PLAN.—
The Secretary of Defense in cooperation with the Secretary of Inte-
rior and the appropriate State agency is authorized to carry out a
program for the conservation, restoration and management of mi-
gratory game birds on military installations, including the issuance
of special hunting permits and the collection of fees therefor, in ac-
cordance with an integrated natural resources management plan
mutually agreed upon by the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary
of the Interior and the appropriate State agency.

(b) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAWwWs.—Possession of a special
permit for hunting migratory game birds issued pursuant to this
title shall not relieve the permittee of the requirements of the Mi-
gratory Bird Hunting Stamp Act as amended nor of the require-
ments pertaining to State law set forth in Public Law 85-337.

SEC. 103. [lgTIIIbSI.\?. 670c] PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECRE-

(a) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of Defense is also
authorized to carry out a program for the development, enhance-
ment, operation, and maintenance of public outdoor recreation re-
sources at military installations in accordance with an integrated
natural resources management plan mutually agreed upon by the
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the Interior, in consulta-
tion with the appropriate State agency designated by the State in
which the installations are located.

(b) ACCESS FOR DISABLED VETERANS, MILITARY DEPENDENTS
WITH DISABILITIES, AND OTHER PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.—(1)
In developing facilities and conducting programs for public outdoor
recreation at military installations, consistent with the primary
military mission of the installations, the Secretary of Defense shall
ensure, to the extent reasonably practicable, that outdoor recre-
ation opportunities (including fishing, hunting, trapping, wildlife
viewing, boating, and camping) made available to the public also
provide access for persons described in paragraph (2) when topo-
graphic, vegetative, and water resources allow access for such per-
sons without substantial modification to the natural environment.

(2) Persons referred to in paragraph (1) are the following:
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(A) Disabled veterans.

(B) Military dependents with disabilities.

(C) Other persons with disabilities, when access to a mili-
tary installation for such persons and other civilians is not oth-
erwise restricted.

(8) The Secretary of Defense shall carry out this subsection in
consultation with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, national serv-
ice, military, and veterans organizations, and sporting organiza-
tions in the private sector that participate in outdoor recreation
projects for persons described in paragraph (2).

(c) ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS.—In connection with the facili-
ties and programs for public outdoor recreation at military installa-
tions, in particular the requirement under subsection (b) to provide
access for persons described in paragraph (2) of such subsection,
the Secretary of Defense may accept—

1 (1) the voluntary services of individuals and organizations;
an

(2) donations of property, whether real or personal.

(d) TREATMENT OF VOLUNTEERS.—A volunteer under subsection
(c) shall not be considered to be a Federal employee and shall not
be subject to the provisions of law relating to Federal employment,
including those relating to hours of work, rates of compensation,
leave, unemployment compensation, and Federal employee benefits,
except that—

(1) for the purposes of the tort claims provisions of chapter
171 of title 28, United States Code, the volunteer shall be con-
sidered to be a Federal employee; and

(2) for the purposes of subchapter I of chapter 81 of title
5, United States Code, relating to compensation to Federal em-
ployees for work injuries, the volunteer shall be considered to
be an employee, as defined in section 8101(1)(B) of title 5,
United States Code, and the provisions of such subchapter
shall apply.

SEC. 103A. [16 U.S.C. 670c-1] COOPERATIVE AND INTERAGENCY AGREE-
MENTS FOR LAND MANAGEMENT ON INSTALLATIONS.

(a) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF MILITARY DEPARTMENT.—The
Secretary of a military department may enter into cooperative
agreements with States, local governments, Indian tribes, non-
governmental organizations, and individuals, and into interagency
agreements with the heads of other Federal departments and agen-
cies, to provide for the following:

(1) The maintenance and improvement of natural re-
sources on, or to benefit natural and historic research on, mili-
tary installations and State-owned National Guard installa-
tions.

(2) The maintenance and improvement of natural re-
sources located off of a military installation or State-owned Na-
tional Guard installation if the purpose of the cooperative
agreement or interagency agreement is to relieve or eliminate
current or anticipated challenges that could restrict, impede, or
otherwise interfere with, whether directly or indirectly, current
or anticipated military activities.

(b) MULTIYEAR AGREEMENTS.—(1) Funds appropriated to the
Department of Defense for a fiscal year may be obligated to cover
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the cost of goods and services provided under a cooperative agree-
ment or interagency agreement entered into under subsection (a)
or through an agency agreement under section 1535 of title 31,
United States Code, during any 18-month period beginning in that
fiscal year, without regard to whether the agreement crosses fiscal
years.

(2) In the case of a cooperative agreement under subsection
(a)(2), such funds—

(A) may be paid in a lump sum and include an amount in-
tended to cover the future costs of the natural resource mainte-
nance and improvement activities provided for under the
agreement; and

(B) may be placed by the recipient in an interest-bearing
or other investment account, and any interest or income shall
be applied for the same purposes as the principal.

(3) If any funds are placed by a recipient in an interest-bearing
or other investment account under paragraph (2)(B), the Secretary
of Defense shall report biennially to the congressional defense com-
mittees on the disposition of such funds.

(c) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS; AGREEMENT UNDER OTHER
LAaws.—(1) Cooperative agreements and interagency agreements
entered into under this section shall be subject to the availability
of funds.

(2) Notwithstanding chapter 63 of title 31, United States Code,
a cooperative agreement under this section may be used to acquire
property or services for the direct benefit or use of the United
States Government.

SEC. 104. [16 U.S.C. 670d] LIABILITY FOR FUNDS; ACCOUNTING TO
COMPTROLLER GENERAL.

The Department of Defense is held free from any liability to
pay into the Treasury of the United States upon the operation of
the program or programs authorized by this title any funds which
may have been or may hereafter be collected, received or expended
pursuant to, and for the purposes of, this title, and which collec-
tions, receipts and expenditures have been properly accounted for
to the Comptroller General of the United States.

SEC. 105. [16 U.S.C. 670e] APPLICABILITY TO OTHER LAWS; NATIONAL
FOREST LANDS.

Nothing herein contained shall be construed to modify, amend
or repeal any provision of Public Law 85-337, nor as applying to
national forest lands administered pursuant to the provisions of
section 9 of the Act of June 7, 1924 (43 Stat. 655), nor section 15
of the Taylor Grazing Act.

SEC. 106. [16 U.S.C. 670e-1] FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT OF OTHER LAWS.
All Federal laws relating to the management of natural re-
sources on Federal land may be enforced by the Secretary of De-
fense with respect to violations of the laws that occur on military
installations within the United States.
SEC. 107. [16 U.S.C. 670e-2] NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT
SERVICES.

To the extent practicable using available resources, the Sec-
retary of each military department shall ensure that sufficient
numbers of professionally trained natural resources management
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personnel and natural resources law enforcement personnel are
available and assigned responsibility to perform tasks necessary to
carry out this title, including the preparation and implementation
of integrated natural resources management plans.

SEC. 108. [16 U.S.C. 670f] APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES.

(a) EXPENDITURES OF COLLECTED FUNDS UNDER INTEGRATED
NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PLANS.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall expend such funds as may be collected in accordance
with the integrated natural resources management plans agreed to
under sections 101 and 102 and cooperative agreements agreed to
under section 103a of this title, and for no other purpose. All funds
that are so collected shall remain available until expended.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS TO SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE.—Of the amounts authorized to be appropriated to the De-
partment of Defense, there are authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Defense not to exceed $1,500,000 for each of the fiscal
years 2014 through 2019, to carry out this title, including the en-
hancement of fish and wildlife habitat and the development of pub-
lic recreation and other facilities, and to carry out such functions
and responsibilities as the Secretary may have under cooperative
agreements entered into under section 103a. The Secretary of De-
fense shall, to the greatest extent practicable, enter into agree-
ments to utilize the services, personnel, equipment, and facilities,
with or without reimbursement, of the Secretary of the Interior in
carrying out the provisions of this section.

(¢c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS TO SECRETARY OF THE
INTERIOR.—Of the amounts authorized to be appropriated to the
Department of the Interior, there are authorized to be appropriated
to the Secretary of the Interior not to exceed $3,000,000 for each
of the fiscal years 2014 through 2019, to carry out such functions
and responsibilities as the Secretary may have under integrated
natural resources management plans to which such Secretary is a
party under this section, including those for the enhancement of
fish and wildlife habitat and the development of public recreation
and other facilities.

(d) Use oF OTHER CONSERVATION OR REHABILITATION AU-
THORITIES.—The Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the In-
terior may each use any authority available to him under other
laws relating to fish, wildlife, or plant conservation or rehabilita-
tion for purposes of carrying out the provisions of this title.

TITLE II—CONSERVATION PROGRAMS ON CERTAIN PUBLIC
LAND

SEC. 201. [16 U.S.C. 670g] WILDLIFE, FISH, AND GAME CONSERVATION
AND REHABILITATION PROGRAMS.

(a) PROGRAMS REQUIRED.—The Secretary of the Interior and
the Secretary of Agriculture shall each, in cooperation with the
State agencies and in accordance with comprehensive plans devel-
oped pursuant to section 202 of this title, plan, develop, maintain,
and coordinate programs for the conservation and rehabilitation of
wildlife, fish, and game. Such conservation and rehabilitation pro-
grams shall include, but not be limited to, specific habitat improve-
ment projects and related activities and adequate protection for
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speches of fish, wildlife, and plants considered threatened or endan-
gered.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION OF PROGRAMS.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall implement the conservation and rehabilitation programs
required under subsection (a) of this section on public land under
his jurisdiction. The Secretary of the Interior shall adopt, modify,
and implement the conservation and rehabilitation programs re-
quired under such subsection (a) on public land under the jurisdic-
tion of the Chairman, but only with the prior written approval of
the Atomic Energy Commission, and on public land under the juris-
diction of the Administrator, but only with the prior written ap-
proval of the Administrator. The Secretary of Agriculture shall im-
plement such conservation and rehabilitation programs on public
land under his jurisdiction.

SEC. 202. [16 U.S.C. 670h] COMPREHENSIVE PLANS FOR CONSERVA-
TION AND REHABILITATION PROGRAMS.

(a) DEVELOPMENT OF PLANS.—(1) The Secretary of the Interior
shall develop, in consultation with the State agencies, a com-
prehensive plan for conservation and rehabilitation programs to be
implemented on public land under his jurisdiction and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall do the same in connection with public
land under his jurisdiction.

(2) The Secretary of the Interior shall develop, with the prior
written approval of the Atomic Energy Commission, a comprehen-
sive plan for conservation and rehabilitation programs to be imple-
mented on public land under the jurisdiction of the Chairman and
develop, with the prior written approval of the Administrator, a
comprehensive plan for such programs to be implemented on public
land under the jurisdiction of the Administrator. Each such plan
shall be developed after the Secretary of the Interior makes, with
the prior written approval of the Chairman or the Administrator,
as the case may be, and in consultation with the State agencies,
necessary studies and surveys of the land concerned to determine
where conservation and rehabilitation programs are most needed.

(b) CONSISTENCY WITH OVERALL LAND USE AND MANAGEMENT
PLans; HUNTING, TRAPPING, AND FISHING.—Each comprehensive
plan developed pursuant to this section shall be consistent with
any overall land use and management plans for the lands involved.
In any case in which hunting, trapping, or fishing (or any combina-
tion thereof) of resident fish and wildlife is to be permitted on pub-
lic land under a comprehensive plan, such hunting, trapping, and
fishing shall be conducted in accordance with applicable laws and
regulations of the State in which such land is located.

(¢c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS BY STATE AGENCIES FOR IMPLE-
MENTATION OF PROGRAMS.—(1) Each State agency may enter into
a cooperative agreement with—

(A) the Secretary of the Interior with respect to those con-
servation and rehabilitation programs to be implemented
under this title within the State on public land which is under
his jurisdiction;

(B) the Secretary of Agriculture with respect to those con-
servation and rehabilitation programs to be implemented
under this title within the State on public land which is under
his jurisdiction; and
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(C) the Secretary of the Interior and the Chairman or the
Administrator, as the case may be, with respect to those con-
servation and rehabilitation programs to be implemented
under this title within the State on public land under the juris-
diction of the Chairman or the Administrator; except that be-
fore entering into any cooperative agreement which affects
public land under the jurisdiction of the Chairman, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall obtain the prior written approval of
the Atomic Energy Commission and before entering into any
cooperative agreement which affects public lands under the ju-
risdiction of the Administrator, the Secretary of the Interior
shall obtain the prior written approval of the Administrator.

Conservation and rehabilitation programs developed and imple-
mented pursuant to this title shall be deemed as supplemental to
wildlife, fish, and game-related programs conducted by the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture pursuant to
other provisions of law. Nothing in this title shall be construed as
limiting the authority of the Secretary of the Interior or the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, as the case may be, to manage the national
forests or other public lands for wildlife and fish and other pur-
poses in accordance with the Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act of
1960 (74 Stat. 215; 16 U.S.C. 528-531) or other applicable author-
ity.

(2) Any conservation and rehabilitation program included with-
in a cooperative agreement entered into under this subsection may
be modified in a manner mutually agreeable to the State agency
and the Secretary concerned (and the Chairman or the Adminis-
trator, as the case may be, if public land under his jurisdiction is
involved). Before modifying any cooperative agreement which af-
fects public land under the jurisdiction of the Chairman, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall obtain the prior written approval of the
Atomic Energy Commission and before modifying any cooperative
agreement which affects public land under the jurisdiction of the
Administrator, the Secretary of the Interior shall obtain the prior
written approval of the Administrator.

(3) Each cooperative agreement entered into under this sub-
section shall—

(A) specify those areas of public land within the State on
which conservation and rehabilitation programs will be imple-
mented;

(B) provide for fish and wildlife habitat improvements or
modifications, or both;

(C) provide for range rehabilitation where necessary for
support of wildlife;

(D) provide adequate protection for fish and wildlife offi-
cially classified as threatened or endangered pursuant to sec-
tion 4 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1533)
or considered to be threatened, rare, or endangered by the
State agency;

(E) require the control of off-road vehicle traffic;

(F) if the issuance of public land area management stamps
is agreed to pursuant to section 203(a) of this title—

(i) contain such terms and conditions as are required

under section 203(b) of this title;
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(i) require the maintenance of accurate records and
the filing of annual reports by the State agency to the Sec-
retary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture, or
both, as the case may be, setting forth the amount and dis-
position of the fees collected for such stamps; and

(iii) authorize the Secretary concerned and the Comp-
troller General of the United States, or their authorized
representatives, to have access to such records for pur-
poses of audit and examination; and
(G) contain such other terms and conditions as the Sec-

retary concerned and the State agency deem necessary and ap-

propriate to carry out the purposes of this title.
A cooperative agreement may also provide for arrangements under
which the Secretary concerned may authorize officers and employ-
ees of the State agency to enforce, or to assist in the enforcement
of, section 204(a) of this title.

(4) Except where limited under a comprehensive plan or pursu-
ant to cooperative agreement, hunting, fishing, and trapping shall
be permitted with respect to resident fish and wildlife in accord-
ance with applicable laws and regulations of the State in which
such land is located on public land which is the subject of a con-
servation and rehabilitation program implemented under this title.

(5) The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agri-
culture, as the case may be, shall prescribe such regulations as are
deemed necessary to control, in a manner consistent with the appli-
cable comprehensive plan and cooperative agreement, the public
use of public land which is the subject of any conservation and re-
habilitation program implemented by him under this title.

(d) STATE AGENCY AGREEMENTS NOT COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENTS UNDER OTHER PROVISIONS.—Agreements entered into by
State agencies under the authority of this section shall not be
deemed to be, or treated as, cooperative agreements to which the
Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 1977 (41 U.S.C.
501 et seq.) applies.

SEC. 203. [16 U.S.C. 670i] PUBLIC LAND MANAGEMENT AREA STAMPS

FOR HUNTING, TRAPPING, AND FISHING ON PUBLIC
LANDS SUBJECT TO PROGRAMS.

(a) AGREEMENTS TO REQUIRE STAMPS.—Any State agency may
agree with the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agri-
culture (or with the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of
Agriculture, as the case may be, if within the State concerned all
conservation and rehabilitation programs under this title will be
implemented by him) that no individual will be permitted to hunt,
trap, or fish on any public land within the State which is subject
to a conservation and rehabilitation program implemented under
this title unless at the time such individual is engaged in such ac-
tivity he has on his person a valid public land management area
stamp issued pursuant to this section.

(b) CONDITIONS FOR AGREEMENTS.—Any agreement made pur-
suant to subsection (a) of this section to require the issuance of
public land management area stamps shall be subject to the fol-
lowing conditions:
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(1) Such stamps shall be issued, sold, and the fees therefor
collected, by the State agency or by the authorized agents of
such agency.

(2) Notice of the requirement to possess such stamps shall
be displayed prominently in all places where State hunting,
trapping, or fishing licenses are sold. To the maximum extent
practicable, the sale of such stamps shall be combined with the
sale of such State hunting, trapping, and fishing licenses.

(3) Except for expenses incurred in the printing, issuing, or
selling of such stamps, the fees collected for such stamps by
the State agency shall be utilized in carrying out conservation
and rehabilitation programs implemented under this title in
the State concerned. Such fees may be used by the State agen-
¢y to acquire lands or interests therein from willing sellers or
donors to provide public access to program lands that have no
existing public access for enhancement of outdoor recreation
and wildlife conservation: Provided, That the Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of the Interior maintain such access,
or ensure that maintenance is provided for such access,
through or to lands within their respective jurisdiction.

(4) The purchase of any such stamp shall entitle the pur-
chaser thereof to hunt, trap, and fish on any public land within
such State which is the subject of a conservation or rehabilita-
tion program implemented under this title except to the extent
that the public use of such land is limited pursuant to a com-
prehensive plan or cooperative agreement; but the purchase of
any such stamp shall not be construed as (A) eliminating the
requirement for the purchase of a migratory bird hunting
stamp as set forth in the first section of the Act of March 16,
1934, commonly referred to as the Migratory Bird Hunting
Stamp Act (16 U.S.C. 718a), or (B) relieving the purchaser
from compliance with any applicable State game and fish laws
and regulations.

(5) The amount of the fee to be charged for such stamps,
the age at which the individual is required to acquire such a
stamp, and the expiration date for such stamps shall be mutu-
ally agreed upon by the State agency and the Secretary or Sec-
retaries concerned; except that each such stamp shall be void
not later than one year after the date of issuance.

(6) Each such stamp must be validated by the purchaser
thereof by signing his name across the face of the stamp.

(7) Any individual to whom a stamp is sold pursuant to
this section shall upon request exhibit such stamp for inspec-
tion to any officer or employee of the Department of the Inte-
rior or the Department of Agriculture, or to any other person
who is authorized to enforce section 204(a) of this title.

SEC. 204. [16 U.S.C. 670j] ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS.
(a) VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.—(1) Any person who hunts,
traps, or fishes on any public land which is subject to a conserva-
tion and rehabilitation program implemented under this title with-
out having on his person a valid public land management area
stamp, if the possession of such a stamp is required, shall be fined
As Amended Through P.L. 117-263, Enacted December 23, 2022
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not more than $1,000, or imprisoned for not more than six months,
or both.

(2) Any person who knowingly violates or fails to comply with
any regulations prescribed under section 202(c)(5) of this title shall
be fined not more than $500, or imprisoned not more than six
months, or both.

(b) ENFORCEMENT POWERS AND PROCEEDINGS.—(1) For the pur-
pose of enforcing subsection (a) of this section, the Secretary of the
Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture may designate any em-
ployee of their respective departments, and any State officer or em-
ployee authorized under a cooperative agreement to enforce such
subsection (a), to (i) carry firearms; (ii) execute and serve any war-
rant or other process issued by a court or officer of competent juris-
diction; (iii)) make arrests without warrant or process for a mis-
demeanor he has reasonable grounds to believe is being committed
in his presence or view; (iv) search without warrant or process any
person, place, or conveyance as provided by law; and (v) seize with-
out warrant or process any evidentiary item as provided by law.

(2) Upon the sworn information by a competent person, any
United States magistrate judge or court of competent jurisdiction
may issue process for the arrest of any person charged with com-
mitting any offense under subsection (a) of this section.

(3) Any person charged with committing any offense under
subsection (a) of this section may be tried and sentenced by any
United States magistrate judge designated for that purpose by the
court by which he was appointed, in the same manner and subject
to the same conditions as provided for in section 3401 of title 18,
United States Code.

(c) SEIZURE AND FORFEITURE.—AIl guns, traps, nets, and other
equipment, vessels, vehicles, and other means of transportation
used by any person when engaged in committing an offense under
subsection (a) of this section shall be subject to forfeiture to the
United States and may be seized and held pending the prosecution
of any person arrested for committing such offense. Upon convic-
tion for such offense, such forfeiture may be adjudicated as a pen-
alty in addition to any other provided for committing such offense.

(d) APPLICABILITY OF CUSTOMS LAWS.—All provisions of law re-
lating to the seizure, forfeiture, and condemnation of a vessel for
violation of the customs laws, the disposition of such vessel or the
proceeds from the sale thereof, and the remission or mitigation of
such forfeitures, shall apply to the seizures and forfeitures in-
curred, or alleged to have been incurred, under the provisions of
this section, insofar as such provisions of law are applicable and
not inconsistent with the provisions of this section; except that all
powers, rights, and duties conferred or imposed by the customs
laws upon any officer or employee of the Department of the Treas-
ury shall, for the purposes of this section, be exercised or per-
formed by the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agri-
culture, as the case may be, or by such persons as he may des-
ignate.

SEC. 205. [16 U.S.C. 670k] DEFINITIONS.

As used in this title—
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(1) The term “Administrator” means the Administrator of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

(2) The term “Chairman” means the Chairman of the
Atomic Energy Commission.

(3) The term “off-road vehicle” means any motorized vehi-
cle designed for, or capable of, cross-country travel on or imme-
diately over land, water, sand, snow, ice, marsh, swampland,
or other natural terrain; but such term does not include—

S (A) any registered motorboat at the option of each

tate;
(B) any military, fire, emergency, or law enforcement
vehicle when used for emergency purposes; and
(C) any vehicle the use of which is expressly author-
ized by the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Ag-
riculture under a permit, lease, license, or contract.

(4) The term “public land” means all lands under the re-
spective jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, the Chairman, and the Administrator,
except land which is, or hereafter may be, within or designated
as—

(A) a military reservation;

(B) a unit of the National Park System;

(C) an area within the national wildlife refuge system,;

(D) an Indian reservation; or

(E) an area within an Indian reservation or land held
in trust by the United States for an Indian or Indian tribe.

(5) The term “State agency” means the agency or agencies
of a State responsible for the administration of the fish and
game laws of the State.

(6) The term “conservation and rehabilitation programs”
means to utilize those methods and procedures which are nec-
essary to protect, conserve, and enhance wildlife, fish, and
game resources to the maximum extent practicable on public
lands subject to this title consistent with any overall land use
and management plans for the lands involved. Such methods
and procedures shall include, but shall not be limited to, all ac-
tivities associated with scientific resources management such
as protection, research, census, law enforcement, habitat man-
agement, propagation, live trapping and transplantation, and
regulated taking in conformance with the provisions of this
title. Nothing in this term shall be construed as diminishing
the authority or jurisdiction of the States with respect to the
management of resident species of fish, wildlife, or game, ex-
cept as otherwise provided by law.

SEC. 206. [16 U.S.C. 67011 STAMP REQUIREMENTS NOT APPLICABLE TO
FOREST SERVICE AND BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
LANDS; AUTHORIZED FEES.

Notwithstanding any other provision in this title, section 203
of this title shall not apply to land which is, or hereafter may be,
within or designated as Forest Service land or as Bureau of Land
Management land of any State in which all Federal lands therein
comprise 60 percent or more of the total area of such State; except
that in any such State, any appropriate State agency may agree
with the Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of the Interior,
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or both, as the case may be, to collect a fee as specified in such

agreement at the point of sale of regular licenses to hunt, trap, or

fish in such State, the proceeds of which shall be utilized in car-

rying out conservation and rehabilitation programs implemented

under this title in the State concerned and for no other purpose.

SEC. 207. [16 U.S.C. 670m] INDIAN RIGHTS; STATE OR FEDERAL JURIS-
DICTION REGULATING INDIAN RIGHTS.

Nothing in this title shall enlarge or diminish or in any way
affect (1) the rights of Indians or Indian tribes to the use of water
or natural resources or their rights to fish, trap, or hunt wildlife
as secured by statute, agreement, treaty, Executive order, or court
decree; or (2) existing State or Federal jurisdiction to regulate
those rights either on or off reservations.

SEC. 208. [16 U.S.C. 67001 AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF SECRETARY OF THE IN-
TERIOR.—There are authorized to be appropriated $4,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 1998 through 2003, to enable the Secretary of
the Interior to carry out his functions and responsibilities under
this title, including data collection, research, planning, and con-
servation and rehabilitation programs on public lands. Such funds
shall be in addition to those authorized for wildlife, range, soil, and
water management pursuant to section 318 of the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1748), or other pro-
visions of law.

(b) FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF SECRETARY OF AGRI-
CULTURE.—There are authorized to be appropriated $5,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 1998 through 2003, to enable the Secretary of
Agriculture to carry out his functions and responsibilities under
this title. Such funds shall be in addition to those provided under
other provisions of law. In requesting funds under this subsection
the Secretary shall take into account fish and wildlife program
needs, including those for projects, identified in the State com-
prehensive plans as contained in the program developed pursuant
to the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of
1974, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1601-1610).

(c) USE OF OTHER CONSERVATION OR REHABILITATION AUTHORI-
TIES.—The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agri-
culture may each use any authority available to him under other
laws relating to fish, wildlife, or plant conservation or rehabilita-
tion for purposes of carrying out the provisions of this title.

(d) CoNTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the Interior and
the Secretary of Agriculture may each make purchases and con-
tracts for property and services from, or provide assistance to, the
State agencies concerned, if such property, services or assistance is
required to implement those projects and programs carried out on,
or of benefit to, Federal lands and identified in the comprehensive
plans or cooperative agreements developed under section 202, with-
out regard to title III (other than section 304) of the Federal Prop-
erty and Administrative Services Act of 1949 (41 U.S.C. 251-260).
Contract authority provided in this section is effective only to such
extent or in such amounts as are provided in appropriation Acts.
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