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21st Century Department of Justice Appropriations
Authorization Act

[Public Law 107-273, approved November 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1788.]

[As Amended Through P.L. 118-47, Enacted March 23, 2024]

[Currency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 107-273. It
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:/
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/1

[Note: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents.
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).1
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DIVISION A—21ST CENTURY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
APPROPRIATIONS AUTHORIZATION ACT

* * * * * * *
TITLE III
MISCELLANEOUS
* * * * * * *

SEC. 312. ADDITIONAL FEDERAL JUDGESHIPS.

(a) PERMANENT DISTRICT JUDGES FOR THE DISTRICT COURTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall appoint, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate—

(A) 5 additional district judges for the southern dis-
trict of California;

(B) 1 additional district judge for the western district
of North Carolina; and

(C) 2 additional district judges for the western district
of Texas.

(2) [Omitted—Amendatory]

(b) DISTRICT JUDGESHIPS FOR THE CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN
DiSTRICTS OF ILLINOIS, THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK,
AND THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA.—

(1) CONVERSION OF TEMPORARY JUDGESHIPS TO PERMANENT
JUDGESHIPS.—The existing district judgeships for the central
district and the southern district of Illinois, the northern dis-
trict of New York, and the eastern district of Virginia author-
ized by section 203(c) (3), (4), (9), and (12) of the Judicial Im-
provements Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-650, 28 U.S.C. 133
note) shall be authorized under section 133 of title 28, United
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States Code, and the incumbents in such offices shall hold the
offices under section 133 of title 28, United States Code (as
amended by this section).

(2) [Omitted—Amendatory]

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—With respect to the central or south-
ern district of Illinois, the northern district of New York, or the
eastern district of Virginia, this subsection shall take effect on
the earlier of—

(A) the date on which the first vacancy in the office of
district judge occurs in such district; or
(B) July 15, 2003.
(c) TEMPORARY JUDGESHIPS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall appoint, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate—

(A) 1 additional district judge for the northern district
of Alabama;

(B) 1 additional judge for the district of Arizona;

(C) 1 additional judge for the central district of Cali-
fornia;

(D) 1 additional judge for the southern district of Flor-
ida;

(E) 1 additional district judge for the district of New

Mexico;

(F) 1 additional district judge for the western district
of North Carolina; and

(G) 1 additional district judge for the eastern district
of Texas.

(2) VACANCIES NOT FILLED.—The first vacancy in the office
of district judge in each of the offices of district judge author-
ized by this subsection, except in the case of the central district
of California and the western district of North Carolina, occur-
ring 22 years or more after the confirmation date of the judge
named to fill the temporary district judgeship created in the
applicable district by this subsection, shall not be filled. The
first vacancy in the office of district judge in the central dis-
trict of California occurring 21 years and 6 months or more
after the confirmation date of the judge named to fill the tem-
porary district judgeship created in that district by this sub-
section, shall not be filled. The first vacancy in the office of dis-
trict judge in the western district of North Carolina occurring
20 years or more after the confirmation date of the judge
named to fill the temporary district judgeship created in that
district by this subsection, shall not be filled.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection shall take effect on
July 15, 2003.

(d) EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT
JUDGESHIP FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—[Omitted—Amendatory]

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this sub-
section shall take effect on the date of enactment of this Act.
(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized

to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to carry out this
section, including such sums as may be necessary to provide appro-
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priate space and facilities for the judicial positions created by this
section.

* * * * * * *
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