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Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Act of 2006
[Public Law 109—241]

[As Amended Through P.L. 116-283, Enacted January 1, 2021]

[Currency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 109-241. It
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:/
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/1

[Note: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents.
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).1

AN ACT To authorize appropriations for the Coast Guard for fiscal year 2006, to
make technical corrections to various laws administered by the Coast Guard, and
for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,

TITLE IV—_MISCELLANEOUS

SEC. 421. [46 U.S.C. 8103 note]l DISTANT WATER TUNA FLEET.
(a) MANNING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 8103(a) of title
46, United States Code, United States purse seine fishing ves-
sels fishing exclusively for highly migratory species in the trea-
ty area under a fishing license issued pursuant to the 1987
Treaty on Fisheries Between the Governments of Certain Pa-
cific Islands States and the Government of the United States
of America, or transiting to or from the treaty area exclusively
for such purpose, may engage foreign citizens to meet the man-
ning requirement (except for the master) until the date of expi-
ration of this section if, after timely notice of a vacancy to meet
the manning requirement, no United States citizen personnel
are readily available to fill such vacancy.

(2) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the term “treaty area”
has the meaning given the term in the Treaty on Fisheries Be-
tween the Governments of Certain Pacific Island States and
the Government of the United States of America as in effect
on the date of the enactment of the Coast Guard and Maritime
Transportation Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-241).
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(b) LICENSING RESTRICTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) only applies to a foreign
citizen who holds a credential that is equivalent to the creden-
tial issued by the Coast Guard to a United States citizen for
the position, with respect to requirements for experience, train-
ing, and other qualifications.

(2) TREATMENT OF CREDENTIAL.—An equivalent credential
under paragraph (1) shall be considered as meeting the re-
quirements of section 8304 of title 46, United States Code, but
only while a person holding the credential is in the service of
the vessel to which this section applies.

(c) EXPIRATION.—This section expires on the date the Treaty on
Fisheries Between the Governments of Certain Pacific Island
States and the Government of the United States of America ceases
to have effect for any party under Article 13.6 of such treaty, as
in effect on the date of enactment of the Coast Guard Authorization
Act of 2020.

(d) REPORTS.—Not later than July 1 of each year until the date
of expiration of this section, the Coast Guard and the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service shall submit a report to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committees on Transportation and Infrastructure and Resources of
the House of Representatives, providing the following information
on the United States purse seine fleet referred to in subsection (a):

(1) The number and identity of vessels in the fleet using
foreign citizens to meet manning requirements pursuant to
this section and any marine casualties involving such vessel.

(2) The number of vessels in the fishery under United
States flag as of January 1 of the year in which the report is
submitted, the percentage ownership or control of such vessels
by non-United States citizens, and the nationality of such own-
ership or control.

(3) Description of any transfers or sales of United States
flag vessels in the previous calendar year, and the disposition
of such vessel, including whether the vessel was scrapped or
sold, and, if sold, the nationality of the new owner and location
of any fishery to which the vessel will be transferred.

(4) Landings of tuna by vessels under flag in the 2 pre-
vious calendar years, including an assessment of landing
trends, and a description of landing percentages and totals—

(A) delivered to American Samoa and any other port
in a State or territory of the United States; and

(B) delivered to ports outside of a State or territory of
the United States, including the identity of the port.

(5) An evaluation of capacity and trends in the purse seine
fleet fishing in the area covered by the South Pacific Regional
Fisheries Treaty, and any transfer of capacity from such fleet
or area to other fisheries, including those governed under the
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Convention and the
Inter-American Tropical Tuna Convention.
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