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United States Grain Standards Act of 1976 

[As Amended Through P.L. 106–170, Enacted December 17, 1999] 

AN ACT To amend the United States Grain Standards Act to improve the grain 
inspection and weighing system, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may 
be cited as the ‘‘United States Grain Standards Act of 1976’’. 

øSections 2 through 7 amended the United States Grain 
Standards Act.¿ 

OFFICIAL INSPECTION AUTHORITY 

SEC. 8. (a) øAmends § 7 of the United States Grain Standards 
Act.¿ 

(b)(1) In order to provide information for use by the Congress 
in evaluating the needs of the grain inspection and weighting sys-
tem at points in the United States other than at export port loca-
tions; the Administrator of the Federal Grain Inspection Service, 
the Director of the Office of Investigation of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (or such other organization or agency with-
in the Department of Agriculture which may be delegated the au-
thority, in lieu thereof, to conduct investigations on behalf of the 
Department of Agriculture), and the Comptroller General of the 
United States shall severally conduct investigations into and study 
grain inspection and weighting in the interior of the United States. 
The studies shall address, but are not limited to, the tasks of (A) 
determining the reliability and effectiveness of present official in-
spection and weighting procedures in the interior of the United 
States, and (B) evaluating the operating procedures and manage-
ment practices of agencies providing grain inspection and weighing 
services in the interior of the United States, as they relate to the 
integrity and accuracy of the services. 

(2) The Director of the Office of Investigation specifically is di-
rected to study the extent of any irregularities or problem areas 
under the present inspection and weighing systems and conflicts of 
interest rules and develop factual summaries of evidence disclosed 
in the Director’s investigations into violations of the United States 
Grain Standards Act, the grain weighing provisions of the United 
States Warehouse Act, and related provisions of title 18 of the 
United States Code: Provided, That the Director shall not submit 
such summary with respect to any criminal investigation which is 
pending at the time the reports is due. 

(3) The Administrator of the Federal Grain Inspection Service 
shall make findings with respect to present grain inspection and 
weighing agencies at each inland terminal marketing area of the 
United States at which over fifty million bushels of grain are in-
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spected in an average year, such findings to include (A) results of 
interviews with shippers who ship grain to and consignees who re-
ceive grain from such terminal marketing areas, and (B) a thor-
ough analysis of inspection and weighing error rates of such agen-
cies (which may include the application of statistical tolerances for 
expected variations), based on existing documentation and the sam-
pling during the investigation of a representative number of ran-
domly selected lots of grain shipped to and from such terminal 
marketing areas. 

(4) The Director of the Office of Investigation and the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Grain Inspection Service shall complete their 
investigations and study and shall submit their reports to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry of the Senate 
and the Comptroller General not later than thirty months after the 
effective date of this Act. 

(5) The Comptroller General, in making his investigations and 
study, shall (A) assess the present grain inspection and weighing 
systems in the interior of the United States, and (B) evaluate the 
reports submitted under this subsection by the Director of the Of-
fice of Investigation and the Administrator of the Federal Grain In-
spection Service. The Comptroller General shall submit a report 
setting forth the findings of such study and evaluation and his rec-
ommendations for changes in the United States Grain Standards 
Act to such Committees not later than three years after the effec-
tive date of this Act. 

øSections 9 through 15 amend the United States Grain Stand-
ards Act.¿ 

øSection 16 amends title 18.¿ 

øSections 17 through 19 amend the United States Grain 
Standards Act.¿ 

øSection 20 amends title 18.¿ 

øSections 21 and 22 amend the United States Grain Standards 
Act.¿ 

PURCHASE OR LEASE OF INSPECTION EQUIPMENT 

SEC. 23. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 3709 of the 
Revised Status (41 U.S.C. 5) and section 302 of the Federal Prop-
erty and Administrative Service Act of 1949 (40 U.S.C. 490), the 
Administrator of the Federal Grain Inspection Service is authorized 
to negotiate for and purchase or lease, from any person licensed or 
designated (on the date of enactment of this Act) to perform official 
inspection functions under the United States Grain Standards Act, 
at fair market value, any facilities or equipment which the Admin-
istrator determines to be necessary for the conduct of official in-
spection. 

STUDIES OF GRAIN STANDARDS 

SEC. 24. (a) In order to assure that producers, handlers, and 
transporters of grain are encouraged and rewarded for the produc-
tion, maintenance, and delivery of high quality grain and grain of 
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the type needed to meet the end-use requirements of domestic and 
foreign buyers, the Administrator of the Federal Grain Inspection 
Service shall conduct an investigation and make a study regarding 
the adequacy of the current grain standards established under the 
United States Grain Standards Act. 

(b) To determine the items of concern to buyers, both foreign 
and domestic, and how sellers in the United States might best sat-
isfy those needs, the Administrator may seek the advice of and may 
employ the services of representatives of the grain industry, land- 
grant colleges, and other members of the public (without regard to 
the provisions of title 5 of the United States Code, governing ap-
pointments in the competitive service). 

(c) The study shall address specifically, but is not limited 
thereto, the tasks of determining (A) if standards may be developed 
that would reduce grading errors and remove, where possible, sub-
jective human judgment from grading by increased utilization of 
mechanical, electrical, and chemical means of grading, (B) whether 
grain should be subclassed according to color or other factor not af-
fecting the quality of the grain, (C) whether the protein factor 
should be included in the standards, and (D) whether broken grain 
should be grouped together with foreign material. 

(d) On the basis of the results of such study, the Administrator 
in accordance with section 4 of the United States Grain Standards 
Act, shall make such changes in the grain standards as he deter-
mines necessary and appropriate, and, not later than two years 
after the date of enactment of this Act, submit a report to the Con-
gress setting forth the findings of such study and action taken by 
him as result of the study. 

TEMPORARY EXERCISE OF POWERS, DUTIES, AND AUTHORIZATIONS 

SEC. 25. The powers, duties, and authorizations established by 
this Act for the Administrator of the Federal Grain Inspection 
Service shall in all instances be exercised by the Secretary of Agri-
culture of the United States during the period between the effective 
date of this Act and the appointment of the Administrator. 

øCONFORMING AMENDMENT¿ 

øSEC. 26. Amends title 5, United States Code.¿ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

SEC. 27. This Act shall become effective thirty days after enact-
ment hereof; and thereafter no State or other agency or person 
shall provide official inspection or official weighing or supervision 
of weighing under the United States Grain Standards Act, as 
amended by this Act, at an export port location without a delega-
tion of authority or other authorization under such amended Act, 
and no agency or person shall provide official inspection service or 
official weighing or supervision of weighing under such amended 
Act in any other area without a designation or other authorization 
under such amended Act, except that any agency or person then 
providing such service in any area may continue to operate in that 
area without a delegation or designation or other authorization 
under such Act but shall be subject to all provisions of the United 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 11:24 Nov 17, 2014 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 9001 Sfmt 9001 F:\COMP\AGMISC\UNITED STATES GRAIN STANDARDS ACT OF 1976.BEL HOLCPC

November 17, 2014 
    



4 Sec. 27 UNITED STATES GRAIN STANDARDS ACT OF 1976 

States Grain Standards Act and regulations thereunder in effect 
immediately prior to the effective date of this Act, until whichever 
of the following events occurs first: 

(1) a delegation or designation of such agency or person to 
perform such services is granted or denied by the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Grain Inspection Service pursuant to the 
United States Grain Standards Act, as amended by this Act; 
or 

(2) such agency or person, or two or more members of em-
ployees thereof, have been or are convicted of a violation of any 
provision of the United States Grain Standards Act in effect 
immediately prior to the effective date of this Act; or convicted 
of any offense proscribed by other Federal law involving the 
handling, weighing, or official inspection of grain: Provided, 
That the Administrator may allow such affected agency or per-
son to continue to operate in that area if the Administrator de-
termines that such continued operations are necessary or de-
sirable in carrying out the requirements of this Act: Provided 
further, That the Administrator shall, within 30 days after 
making such determination, submit a report to the Committee 
on Agriculture of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate 
detailing the factual bases for such determination; or 

(3) with respect to export port locations the expiration of 
a period determined by the Administrator of not more than 
eighteen months following the effective date hereof; or 

(4) with respect to any other area, the expiration of a pe-
riod as determined by the Administrator of not more than two 
years following the effective date hereof: 

Provided, That the Administrator is authorized and directed to 
cause official inspection and official weighing of grain pursuant to 
the provision of the United States Grain Standards Act, as amend-
ed by this Act, to be performed by authorized employees of the 
United States Department of Agriculture or the Service, to begin 
at any time immediately thereafter the date of enactment of this 
Act, at those export port locations and export elevators located at 
export port locations at which the Administrator determines that 
such performance by such authorized employees is necessary to ef-
fectuate the provisions of section 2 of the United States Grain 
Standards Act, as amended.  

VerDate Nov 24 2008 11:24 Nov 17, 2014 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 9001 Sfmt 9001 F:\COMP\AGMISC\UNITED STATES GRAIN STANDARDS ACT OF 1976.BEL HOLCPC

November 17, 2014 
    


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-10-14T22:59:31-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




