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21st Century Language Act of 2012 

[Public Law 112–231] 

[This law has not been amended] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 112-231. It 
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above 
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To strike the word ″lunatic″ from Federal law, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ø1 U.S.C. 1 note¿ SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘21st Century Language Act of 
2012’’. 
SEC. 2. MODERNIZATION OF LANGUAGE REFERRING TO PERSONS 

WHO ARE MENTALLY ILL. 
(a) WORDS DENOTING NUMBER, GENDER, AND SO FORTH.—Sec-

tion 1 of title 1, United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘and ‘lunatic’ ’’; and 
(2) by striking ‘‘lunatic,’’. 

(b) BANKING LAW PROVISIONS.— 
(1) TRUST POWERS.—The first section of the Act entitled 

‘‘An Act to place authority over the trust powers of national 
banks in the Comptroller of the Currency’’, approved Sep-
tember 28, 1962 (12 U.S.C. 92a), is amended— 

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘committee of estates 
of lunatics,’’; and 

(B) in subsection (j), by striking ‘‘committee of estates 
of lunatics’’. 
(2) CONSOLIDATION AND MERGERS OF BANKS.—The National 

Bank Consolidation and Merger Act (12 U.S.C. 215 et seq.) is 
amended— 

(A) in section 2 (12 U.S.C. 215)— 
(i) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘receiver, and 

committee of estates of lunatics’’ and inserting ‘‘and 
receiver’’; and 

(ii) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘receiver, or com-
mittee of estates of lunatics’’ and inserting ‘‘or re-
ceiver’’; and 
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(B) in section 3 (12 U.S.C. 215a)— 
(i) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘receiver, and 

committee of estates of lunatics’’ and inserting ‘‘and 
receiver’’; and 

(ii) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘receiver, or com-
mittee of estates of lunatics’’ and inserting ‘‘or re-
ceiver’’.  
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