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FEDERAL CHARTER FOR ITALIAN AMERICAN
WAR VETERANS, S. 2542

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1980

U.S. SENATE,

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Wa8hington, D.C.

The committee met at 9:20 a.m., in room 2228, Dirksen Senate Office
Building, Senator Dennis DeConcini (acting chairman) presiding.
Present: Senator DeConcini.
•Senator DECoNcira. The Senate Judiciary Committee will come to

order. We are waiting for Senator Chafee and he is on his way.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR DeCONCINI

Let me commence the hearings by welcoming you to the committee's
hearing on the matter of granting a Federal charter to the Italian
American War Veterans (IAWV). Both as an American of Italian
descent and a legislator with a deep interest in our Nation's veterans,
I am particularly pleased to be able to chair this hearing today.
As I know you are all aware, the Judiciary Committee, for many

years, has refused to consider approving Federal charters, regardless
of the merit of any individual organization's request. Despite the fact
that the 91st Congress established rigid standards for the approval of
Federal charters, this committee adhered to a strict policy of opposing
such requests. Between the 91st and the 96th Congresses, only one
charter was approved. I am pleased that the Judiciary Committee
has modified its policy with respect to national charters under the
chairmanship of Senator Kennedy. During the current Congress, this
committee has approved three charter requests, and I shall do all I
can to insure that the Italian American War Veterans is added to this
list prior to the end of the current congressional session.
The Italian American War Veterans was incorporated as a non-

profit service organization by a group of concerned veterans in Con-
necticut in 1932. Since that time it has expanded the range and scope
of its activities and is presently incorporated in 10 States ranging
from Massachusetts to California. Its membership numbers almost
7,000 dedicated men and women. Just recently a chapter of the IAWV
was established in Arizona, and I look forward to hearing the testi-
mony of Mr. Frank Cirando, who will expand on the IAWV activi-
ties in my home State. While IAWV draws most of its membership
from individuals with an Italian-American heritage, it is open to any
veteran, regardless of race, religion, or national origin.
The IAWV is actively involved in providing volunteer services in

more than 20 Veterans' Administration hospitals across the country.
(1)
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Last year alone, the IAWV donated approximately 7,500 hours of
service in its hospital volunteer program. In addition to its hospital
work, the IAWV has dedicated itself to placing markers and flags
on the graves of veterans, has generously supported the needy and
handicapped, and has been actively involved in a wide range of com-
munity-related services.
The Italian American War Veterans has been seeking legislation for

a Federal charter since 1965. The legislation before us today, S. 2542,
was introduced by my friend and colleague from Rhode Island, Sena-
tor Chafee. Senator Chafee has been a leading advocate in the struggle
to recognize positive contributions of Italian-Americans in our society.
As an Italian American, I applaud that effort. I look forward to his
testimony later this morning. I am pleased to be a cosponsor to this
bill and would like to point out that it has received the bipartisan sup-
port of 45 members of this chamber, including the chairman of this
committee, Senator Kennedy.
After reviewing the testimony presented today, I am certain that

the members of the Judiciary Committee will conclude that the IAWV
has met and surpassed the Federal charter criteria established by this
committee.
As the IAWV approaches its 50th anniversary, I think this is a par-

ticularly opportune moment for Congress to recognize the outstanding
civic, educational, and charitable contributions of the IAWV by grant-
ing its longstanding request for a national charter. I am certain a
Federal charter will facilitate the IAWV's efforts to attract new mem-
bership and expand its activities throughout the country.
Before concluding my remarks, I would like to take a moment to

sincerely thank Senator Chafee and the members of his staff, and Mary
Hawkins of my staff, for all the work they have done to help put this
hearing together on such short notice. I would also like to thank the
witnesses for rearranging what I am certain are very busy schedules
in order to testify here today.
In the record at this time I would like to insert a letter from the

Disabled American Veterans, dated November 19, 1980, signed by the
national commander, Stan Pealer, a letter addressed to me supporting
this legislation and suggesting that the committee act on it.
So, without objection, the record will include that letter.
[The letter referred to above appears in the appendix.]
We will now proceed to have Ed Rose, Director, Hospital Volunteer

Services, Veterans' Administration.

STATEMENT OF EDWARD F. ROSE, DIRECTOR OF VOLUNTARY
SERVICES, VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION

Mr. ROSE. Thank you very much, Senator.
Mr. Chairman, I am Edward F. Rose, Director of Voluntary Service

of the Veterans' Administration. I am appearing upon the invitation
of the committee and am not officially representing the Veterans'
Administration.
It is a pleasure to testify at your hearing for S. 2542, which would

grant a Federal charter to the Italian American War Veterans of the
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United States. The Veterans' Administration medical centers have
received considerable support from the IAWV's over the years. What
this organization has lacked in numbers it has certainly made up in
quality of service and dependability. The organization currently has
members serving and recognized in 20 facilities and their auxiliary is
serving and recognized in 15 facilities. The two organizations now
have more than 285 volunteers who are giving more than 5,400 hours of
volunteer work per year. The majority of these volunteers are engaged
in activities that include goods and funds that would amount to several
thousands of dollars in value.
You are no doubt aware of the tremendous growth in the medical

program that has brought many scientific changes and advances in
treatment which in turn has resulted in more patients being treated
in fewer beds and a reduction of their time in the hospital. However,
as medicine becomes more scientific, the more impersonal it tends to
become. The loss of the human touch tends to make it less effective in
treatment of the whole person.

Volunteers, such as the IAWV's, are needed to provide the ingredi-
ents of personal interest, compassion, heartfelt concern, human
warmth, and understanding. Our medical staff tells us these are essen-
tial to treating the patient as a human being and as a whole person.
We are very proud of the more than 78,000 volunteers who annually

give more than 10.1 million hours of service to our hospitalized vet-
erans. These figures equate to more than 10,000 full-time equivalent
employees and a value based on the minimum wage of more than $35
million. This is a tremendous supplement to the efforts of our paid
staff.
The economy and our expanding programs will necessitate greater

numbers of committed and dedicated volunteers being identified and
encouraged to participate in our service delivery system. We need,
without question, all the organizations like the IAWV we can muster.
I know that a national charter will enhance their efforts, and I support
them fully.
I will be available for any questions that you might have, sir.
Senator DECoNciNr. Mr. Rose, can you tell us how many separate

organizations there are, or do you know that?
Mr. ROSE. Yes, sir. We have 85 national organizations that are asso-

ciated with our efforts, 45 of whom have more than 40 units recognized
by our facilities, and they constitute our National Advisory Commit-
tee. At the local level, we have more than 350 organizations that par-
ticipate with us.
Senator DECoNciNi. So this would certainly be in line with the

growing trend of specialized veterans organizations that are seeking
the same common interests?
Mr. ROSE. Yes. Our organizations cut across the major veterans

organizations and the major philanthropic organizations of the Na-
tion, and you might need to be aware that there is tremendous compe-
tition in this day and age for volunteers.
As the economy tightens, as the funds available for running our

programs, both private and profit and nonprofit, tighten, we would
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find that it is difficult to continue at our level of service. Across the
country there is this competition for services of volunteers and the
VA needs as much help as it can in this effort.
Senator DECONCINI. Let me compliment you for a fine job in trying

to maintain your services, particularly with reductions in budget au-
thority and sometimes appropriations. Some of us have fought that
long and hard, but there have been substantial reductions in spite of
our efforts. Inflation affects the VA just as much as anybody else, and
maybe even more so in the medical area. So your efforts toward volun-
teer service have paid off. I know in Arizona it is extremely helpful
and is expanding, thanks to you and the many people who work in your
area as well as those fine citizens willing to help. I know that some that
participate in your services are not veterans is that correct?
Mr. ROSE. Yes. That is what we call our nonaffiliated volunteers. We

find them on the increase. We have, I would say, a substantial number
of our current volunteers that are nonaffiliated. It shows that they
have a desire to serve those veterans who have served the country.
Senator DECoNcINI. I think that is especially encouraging. I know

that the Phoenix Veterans Hospital, which I have had the pleasure
of visiting, has young people who are not veterans doing volunteer
work. That is certainly encouraging. I am sure your efforts under the
Hospital Volunteer Service have a lot to do with that.
We thank you for being here today. We thank you for your interest

mid your comments.
Mr. ROSE. I appreciate the opportunity. We feel like volunteers are

the spice of our service and without them it would be a very bland diet
for our patients in our hospitals.
Senator DECoNcm. Thank you very much, Mr. Rose.
Gentlemen, I think we will proceed with the panel and call you up

individually. However, first let me indulge Senator Chafee or Senator
Domenici if they come in. We will interrupt the panel, if you do not
mind, to accommodate them because these are pressing days in this
session and we all have difficult calendars to meet.

First let me welcome James C. Cuzzone, national commander, Ital-
ian American War Veteran. Let me welcome Mr. John Nave, past
national commander; Robert Dardano, past national commander of
VAVS ; Dominick Rosati, legislative officer; Domonic Butch, past
national commander.
Is Mr. Butch here?
Mr. Butch, we welcome you.
We welcome Vincent Badali, national quartermaster; Larry Bat-

tisti, national adjutant.
Larry, we are pleased to have the national adjutant here.
Finally we welcome Frank Cirando, commander, post No. 1.
Frank, glad to have you here.
And Neil Dell Arco, national historian.
Neil, thank you for being here.
Would you like to proceed, Mr. Cuzzone ?
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PANEL OF ITALIAN AMERICAN WAR VETERANS:

STATEMENTS OF JAMES C. CUZZONE, NATIONAL COMMANDER;
JOHN NAVE, PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER; ROBERT DARDANO,
PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER; DOMINICK ROSATI, LEGISLATIVE
OFFICER; DOMINIC BUTCH, PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER, AND
CURATOR; VINCENT BADALI, NATIONAL QUARTERMASTER;
LARRY A. BATTISTI, NATIONAL ADJUTANT; FRANK CIRANDO,
COMMANDER; JOHN R. ZIMBARO, SR., POST NO. 1, AND NEIL
DELL ARCO, NATIONAL HISTORIAN

Mr. CIIZZONE. Thank you, Senator.
My name is James Cuzzone. I am the national commander for the

Italian American War Veterans of the United States.
Mr. Chairman, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the

Judiciary Committee for considering this bill. The gentlemen who
have accompanied me and who will answer some of your questions
are Domenick Rosati, legislative officer; Vincent Badali, national
quartermaster; Larry Battisti, national adjutant; past national com-
mander Robert Dardano, national rehab and VAVS director, John
Nave, and Dominick Butch.
I would now like to acquaint you with the purposes of our orga-

nization as stated in our bylaws:
One: To aid and assist veterans and their families.
Two: To assist public and private agencies and institutions en-

deavoring to promote the public welfare.
Three: To foster, encourage, and promote social, civic, historical,

athletic, patriotic, musical, and scientific activities and affairs.
Four: To uphold and maintain the honor and integrity of the United

States and to preserve and defend the United States from her enemies.
Five: To uphold and maintain true allegiance to the Government of

the United States and fidelity to its Constitution.
Six: To promote patriotism, advance the civic welfare, encourage

benevolence, stimulate charity, champion the cause of education, and
inspire friendship.
Seven: To stimulate a feeling of mutual devotion, helpfulness, and

comradeship among all veterans and their dependents, widows, and
orphans.
Eight: To encourage and develop in all people a spirit of good will,

fellowship, and understanding, as a guard against future wars and
chaos.
As you will note from documents released, our total membership for

the year 1979-80 was 6,467. Our Ladies Auxiliaries membership total
is approximately 1,700.
For the record, I would briefly like to say that Senate bill 2542 would

incorporate the Italian American War Veterans of the United States,
thereby affording them the same privileges granted to other national
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veterans organizations, by virtue of their being incorporated by Con-
gress. We would then be given the opportunity to present, prepare,
and prosecute claims under laws administered by the Federal agency
and we would further be provided space and office facilities, if such
is available, for paid full-time representatives of our organization.
We are aware of the fact that charters are granted on a very selec-

tive basis and only to organizations clearly warranting Federal
recognition.
We believe our organization should be considered, based on the in-

formation already made available to you and will be forthcoming in
the testimonies of our members gathered here today.
Mr. Chairman, this completes my formal presentation. I will be

pleased to answer any questions, or to call on my associates to make
their presentations.
I thank you.
Senator DECONCINI. Commander, thank you very much. We appre-

ciate that fine introduction. We will interrupt just for a few minutes
to hear from Senator Chafee, the sponsor of this bill, and then we
will proceed with the other witnesses.
Senator Chafee, you missed all the nice things I said about you in

my opening statement about bringing this to our attention and insist-
ing we take it up in this Congress and do what we can.
We welcome you here and compliment you again for your interest

and concern. Please proceed.

STATEMENT OF SENATOR CHAFEE

Senator CHAFEE. Thank you.
First of all, I apologize for being late. I find that Pennsylvania

Avenue truly is being reconstructed.
I am delighted that you were able to go ahead with these fine repre-

sentatives from the Italian-American War Veterans that are here. I
appreciate the fine things you have said about me, too.
Mr. Chairman, it is a pleasure for me to appear before your com-

mittee here today to testify on behalf of the Italian American War
Veterans [IAWV] of the United States, and to urge this committee
and this Congress to grant the IAWV a Federal chartk%
Mr. Chairman, I have a statement here I will submit for the record,

but I will just make some comments, if I might.
I first began working with the Italian American War Veterans 18

years ago when I became Governor of Rhode Island and saw firsthand
what they were able to do and what they were doing in connection with
our veterans.
Rhode Island does not, of course, have the largest or oldest depart-

ment in the Nation, but we have 13 posts in the State and they have
all been very active. In my judgment, the fine record of the Italian
American War Veterans in my State, and I suspect in your State, too,
Mr. Chairman, reflect extremely well on this organization.
I have here a letter from Mr. Barone, which I would ask be sub-

mitted in the record, and also a telegram and a couple of other letters
dealing with this measure which we are considering today.
Senator DECoNcrra. Without objection, the letters and the telegram,

as well as your full prepared statement, will appear in the record.
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Senator CHAFEE. I also have a statement by Senator Pell, which I
would also appreciate being included.
Senator DECoNciNt. Without objection, that will be placed in the

record.
Senator CHAFEE. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that really what we

are trying to do here is to give this group the Federal charter so that
they can have the prestige to attract more members and to increase
their capability to function in their primary purpose, which is to serve
the veterans of the country and to continue the splendid service they
have given to the veterans, particularly in the veterans hospitals.
The number of hours they have given, this organization and others,

to the veterans hospitals, of course, is incalculable. Now, of course, one
of the things we face as we go ahead, as you know, Mr. Chairman, is
increasing pressures on expenditures, and this is going to be reflected
in our veterans hospitals. Therefore the value of the volunteer services
and the time contributed becomes ever more important.
So, Mr. Chairman, I heartily support this measure which we have

before us today, and I appreciate everything that you and your com-
mittee have done to foster it.
Thank you very much.
[The prepared statement of Senator Chafee follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF SENATOR JOHN H. CHAFEE

It is a pleasure for me to appear before your committee here today to testifyon behalf of the Italian American War Veterans (IAWV) of the United States,
and to urge this Committee and this Congress to grant the IAWV a Federal
Charter.
My reasons for introducing this legislation earlier this year grow out of thelong and fruitful relationship I have had with the IAWV in the State of RhodeIsland. I first began working with them eighteen years ago, in 1963, when I waselected governor of Rhode Island. Since that time, I have had ample opportunityto see their good works, and to appreciate their contribution to veterans and tothe community at large.
The Rhode Island department of the IAWV is neither the largest nor the oldestin the Nation. It was incorporated in 1950 and there are now 13 posts in the State.They have been very active in Rhode Island.
For many years, IAWV volunteers have served disabled and aged veterans inthe Veterans Hospital in Davis Park, Providence, and the Veterans Home inBristol. They have provided money for the maintenance of the Veterans Cemeteryin Exeter, and for college scholarships to deserving young students. Earlier thisyear, the Rhode Island department of the IAWV sent funds and supplies to thehomeless refugees in the Azores following a serious earthquake in the islands.As might be expected, the IAWV actively coordinates its activities with otherveterans groups in the state and Mr. Dando diManna, currently the Rhode Islanddepartment commander, is also vice president of the United Veterans Councilof Rhode Island, an organization which combines all veterans organizations inthe state.
In my judgment, Mr. Chairman, the fine record of the IAWV in Rhode Islandis a reflection of their solid work for veterans in others states as well. I recentlyreceived an example of this in the form of a letter from Joseph C. Barone ofSyracuse, New York. Mr. Barone is the Adjutant of the local chapter of the Dis-abled American Veterans. He wrote that the Italian American War Veterans inhis area have cooperated in all endeavors to promote and assist less fortunateveterans, and "have proven themselves in the general welfare of the communityat large in every respect."
I ask that Mr. Barone's letter be inserted into the record of these hearings inits entirety.
It is my understanding that any group requesting a Federal Charter must passa set of five basic requirements or "minimum standards- set out by this Com-mittee. Let me begin by saying that I support these standards, and never would



have proposed a Federal Charter for the IAWV unless I thought their organi-
zation and record of service to the nation's veterans exceeded these standards
in every possible way. While I am sure that the other witnesses will address these
questions in more detail, I would like to make the following points about the
IAWV before concluding my remarks here today.

First, the IAWV has operated under various State Charters for almost 50
years, the first such Charter having been granted in 1932 in Connecticut. During
this time, it has conducted a broad range of activities which are clearly in the
public interest. Hopefully, Mr. Ed Rose of the Veterans Administration, who has
graciously agreed to appear before this Committee, can expand on this topic later
this morning.

Second, the granting of a Federal Charter will clearly provide the IAWV with
a boost to its membership and its activities across the nation. As this Committee
discovered during hearings on the Gold Star Wives, for example, the lack of a
Charter inhibits public service organizations and places "red tape" between them
and the very people they are trying to help. With a membership of almost 7,000
public-spirited people, the IAWV represents a terrific resource to be used in the
battle to help disabled, aged and economically deprived veterans, their families
and their communities. A Federal Charter will help this resource to grow and to
expand its activities.
Third, the Italian American War Veterans have an open door policy in terms of

membership. While many of its members are drawn from those with Italian
heritage, it is open to any American Veteran regardless of sex, race, religion and
national origin.

Fourth, the IAWV is organized as a non-profit service group in the states where
it is incorporated. Its purpose is to engage in charitable, educational, civic im-
provement and patriotic activities. The IAWV is engaged in activities which are
truly national in scope, and it has been of service to this country for almost one
half a century!

Just last week, I received a letter from a constituent in Rhode Island who
asked why "the funds that once supported a fine veterans hospital system no
longer exist." Her concerns were reflected in a recent letter written by Stan
Pealer, National Commander of the Disabled American Veterans, who stated,
"We have an obligation to make certain that the men who sacrified their health
and their future for our country are not neglected."

It seems clear to me that with the specter of fiscal austerity staring us in the
face in the coming years, the problem of scarce resources for America's veterans
Is going to get worse, not better. We are all going to have to learn that Federal
funds are not limitless and cannot meet all the demands of the deserving.
In my judgment, the volunteer services of groups like the IAWV and the Dis-

abled American Veterans will of necessity play an expanding role in serving the
needs of our veterans. And we should encourage them to do so. Granting a Fed-
eral Charter will cost this Congress and this government little more than the cost
of printing the document itself. Such an action would be, a strong symbol of en-
couragement not only to the IAWV, but to other worthy organizations that per-
form similar services.
What we will realize from this expenditure is more than just the savings to

the government of the services provided by the IAWV. What we will realize will

be the deep personal satisfaction that comes from being part of an unselfish

effort to help our fellow man.
According to the Veterans' Administration, volunteer hours donated free-of-

charge by public-spirited organizations such as the Italian American War
Veterans amount to almost $35 million per year. These organizations provide an
additional $45 million per year through donations of goods and materials. On this

basis, and because of the possibility of more stringent federal budgets in the
future, I believe it is vital to support the voluntary efforts of all our veterans

service organizations. Your support, and that of this Committee in obtaining a

Federal Charter for the IAWV will enhance their fine service to America's hos-

pitalized veterans across the nation.
In closing. I would like to thank you for your leadership on this issue. You and

your staff have been able to pull these hearings together on very short notice, and
I thank you for it.

Senator DECoNcINI. Senator Chafee, thank you very much. We wel-
come your statement into the record. I know of your long commitment
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and concern with all Italian Americans as well as all citizens of your
State and this country as has been exemplified from the time you were
Governor and then as Secretary and now in the Senate. As one Amer-
ican with an Italian heritage, I thank you very much for that keen
interest.
I try to present the same kind of interest toward Irish Americans

and Scotch and other people, having married an Irish girl myself.
Senator, if you would graciously consent to sit up here, we would

appreciate it if your time permits. There may be calls on me to go to
a conference committee for a vote. If you can stay with us, it would
be most appreciated.
Mr. Nave, your statement, please.
Mr. NAVE. Mr. Chairman, my name is John F. Nave. I am a past

national commander of the Italian American War Veterans of the
United States.
It is a great pleasure for me to be before this committee today.
Mr. Chairman, the Italian American War Veterans of the United

States realize that the House and Senate Judiciary Committees have
set forth several minimal standards for the granting of a Federal
charter and addresses itself to those standards, as well as including
further important information.
One: Operating under a State charter:
The Italian American War Veterans of the United States is incor-

porated as a nonprofit, nonpolitical war veterans organization made
up wholly and without exception of honorably discharged American
war veterans of World War I, World War II, Korean conflict, and
Vietnam war. It also enrolls as members those who possess honorable
service for which a medal has been awarded based upon a campaign
or expedition recognized by Congress. It is incorporated in the fol-
lowing States: Connecticut, 1932; New York, 1933; New Jersey, 1936;
California, 1939; Pennsylvania, 1941; Massachusetts, 1944; Ohio,
1943; Rhode Island, 1950; Florida, 1955; and Illinois, 1971.
Two: Organized and operated in the public interest as a nonparti-

san and nonprofit organization with terms of membership and re-
quirements for holding office within the organization which are not
discriminatory on the basis of race, color, religion, or national origin.
The Italian American War Veterans of the United States is orga-

nized and operated in the public interest on a nonprofit basis. While
membership rolls reveal persons of religious backgrounds—ethnic,
religious, and otherwise—nonetheless, the membership majority is
American of Italian origin because of the name and nature of the
organization. The organization would not object to section 7 of S. 2542
being amended to include the following: "Terms of membership and
requirements for holding office within the organization shall not be
discriminatory on the basis of race, color, religion, or national origin."
This would comply statutorily with the aforementioned required
standards.
Three: Organized and operated solely for charitable, liberty, educa-

tional, scientific, patriotic, or civic improvement purposes, and main-
tains tax exempt status pursuant to section 501(c) of title 26, United
States Code.
The Italian American War Veterans of the United States has been

declared a tax exempt organization since July 8, 1947, by the Internal
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Revenue Service under section 501 (c) (4). Then, on July 2, 1973, it
changed its status to section 501 (c) (19) under the provisions of Pub-
lic Law 92 418 referring to exempt status of veterans organizations.
The national quartermaster, Mr. Vincent Badali, will submit his re-
port on this subject.
The organization is predominantly a patriotic veterans organization

concerned with the welfare and best interests of veterans, their wives,
widows, and dependents and the communities in which they operate.
It also promotes and takes part in patriotic functions and ceremonies.
Some of its purposes and objectives are as follows: (1) to uphold and
maintain the honor and integrity of the United States and to preserve
and defend the United States from her enemies; (2) to uphold and
maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States and
fidelity to the Constitution; and (3) to advance the civic welfare.
Four: Organized and operated for the primary purpose of conduct-

ing activities which are national in scope and responsive to a national
need so as to justify Federal incorporation.
The Italian American War Veterans of the United States has long

conducted activities which are national in scope and responsive to a
national need so as to justify Federal incorporation. It has a VAVS
program which it operates. This is a very important function that the
organization pursues under its national 17- .3t.VS officer. It is also
greatly interested in the security and freedom of the Nation.
We believe the time has come for Congress to grant veterans orga-

nizations like the Italian American War Veterans of the United
States a Federal charter because of the great service it can perform
in the United States.
Five: Further important information favoring the granting of a

Federal charter to the Italian American War Veterans of the United
States.
(a) The seven States of Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, New

Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Illinois have passed a com-
bined total of approximately 100 laws and resolutions with the name
of the Italian American War Veterans of the United States therein
since its formation in 1932, for some purpose or objective concerning
veterans or veterans affairs.
(b) The seven States of Massachusetts, 1962; Rhode Island, 1963;

New Jersey, 1963; Pennsylvania, 1963; New York, 1964; Connecticut,
1965; and Illinois, 1965, have all adopted resolutions memorializing
the Congress of the United States to grant the Italian American War
Veterans of the United States a Federal charter. They are cited more
fully as follows 

Senator DECoNciNf. Let me interrupt, if I can. Let us put those
seven in the record. They will appear as if you read them, and you can
proceed to the top of page 5.
Mr. NAVE. All right, sir.
These resolutions were sent to both the House and Senate Judiciary

Committees, where they are on file. Also they have been recorded in the
various issues of the Congressional Record. Former Congressman
Carleton King, New York, had inserted the full text of the Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and New York resolu-
tions in the Congressional Record of Tuesday, April 7, 1964, on pages
A1704—A1704.



11

Former Senator Dodd, Connecticut, had inserted the full text of the
Connecticut resolution in the Congressional Record of June 23, 1965,
on pages 14 421 and 14 422.
(c) Governors and mayors of various States and cities through the

years have issued proclamations or special letters for or in behalf of
our organization for some worthy purpose or cause.
(d) On three different occasions—the U.S. Senate once and the U.S.

House of Representatives twice—passed a bill with the name of the
Italian American War Veterans of the United States therein.
(1) In 1951, S. 831—Senate Report 82-318—was passed by the U.S.

Senate. It was a bill to amend the Veterans Preference Act, as amended,
to provide for designated representatives thereunder of certain vete-
rans organizations. The Italian American War Veterans of the United
States was one of the veterans organizations mentioned in the bill. The
bill died in the House.
Senator DECONCINI. Let me suggest we put (2) and (3) in the

record as if you read it. It is part of the official record here. She will
put it in as if your read it. You can go back to the bottom of page 6.
Mr. NAVE. All right.
(e) The Italian American War Veterans of the United States has

been in existence 48 years, nearly half a century. Its legitimacy and
purpose have been well established. We sincerely believe time has come
for the organization to receive a Federal charter.
( f) Finally, Mr. Chairman, I would like to insert for the record a

list of material found in the Congressional Record in reference to the
Italian American War Veterans.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would be glad to answer any ques-

tions you have.
Senator DECoNcusa. Mr. Nave, thank you for your fine research.

We will without objection, sir, permit whatever you have found in
the Congressional Record to appear in the hearing following your
statement.
Thank you again for that information. I am very interested in hav-

ing that research information. I was not aware of it. It certainly will
help build a record that cannot be refuted by anybody, not that any-
body would do so. I appreciate your time in putting together this
material.
This is quite a festive day for me and, I know, Senator Chafee. The

record will be interrupted here for a few minutes. I have asked the
Senate photographer to come over. We would like to take a few
pictures.
The committee will recess for 5 minutes.
IA short recess was taken.]
Senator DECONCINI. Back on the record.
We thank you, Mr. Nave, for your testimony.
Mr. Dardano?
Mr. DARDANO. Mr. Chairman, my name is Robert Dardano. I am

past commander from the department of New York. At the present,
I also serve as the national VAVS director for the Italian American
War Veterans. Like the two previous speakers, I would like also to
thank you, Mr. Chairman, and the committee for allowing us the
privilege of coming here and presenting our case for the national
Federal charter.
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As national VAVS director, I would like at this time to address
myself to one of the four minimum standards set forth by the Senate
and House Judiciary Committees for the granting of a Federal char-
ter, and, in addition, to include additional important information.
I realize, Senator, that you are a busy man, and I will try to stream-

line my report to you.
Senator DECoNcim. Mr. Dardano, that would be most appreciated.

Let me say this, we will put your full statement in the record as if
you read it, and you can highlight and point out anything you want.
That will appear in addition to your full statement.
Mr. DARDANO. Thank you, sir.
I would like to emphasize some of the hours and volunteers that we

have. In our VAVS and rehabilitation program this past year, we had
a total number of volunteers of 1,810. This does not mean that there
were 1,810 different people. There were 1,810 different kinds of volun-
teers that participate. They had a total hours credited of 8,889 with
a total money spent of $32,550.
In our community service program, we have a total number of vol-

unteers of 2,036, with a total hours credited of 11,804; total money
spent was $24,940.
Our child welfare program, again total number of volunteers is

489, total hours credited was 3,226, total money spent was $14,421.
Next, our patriotic and Americanism program. In addition to the

following report, our posts and auxiliaries throughout the various
cities participated with all other veterans and patriotic associations
in the celebration of Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and all other patri-
otic organizations. Once a year, our national commander and national
auxiliary president are honored to place a floral wreath on the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier here in Arlington Cemetery. On several
occasions, our national commanders have on their various visits over-
seas placed various floral wreaths at the shrines of our war dead at
the military cemeteries. Tribute has also been paid by our national
commanders at the U.S.S. Arizona memorial at Pearl Harbor where
their Italian American War Veterans emblem is proudly displayed
with all other veterans and patriotic organizations. '
On four different occasions at our national conventions, we have

the privilege of honoring the outstanding cadet and midshipman of
the four military academies, the most recent time being in August 1980
when we were also honored to have a full military color guard of
the Third Infantry, the Old Guard, from Fort Meyer, Va. partici-
pate in our memorial services and present the colors at the formal
banquet.
The hours again for our volunteers was '758; total hours credited

were 2,443; total money spent was $2,030.
As a 33-year member of the Italian-American War Veterans, I

finally believe that we have upheld the principles as outlined in our
preamble and have, if you will, Senator, paid our dues .There are many
thousands of men and women who are eligible for membership, but do
not belong through the lack of knowledge that the Italian-American
War Veterans exist as an organization or, if they do, they still remain
to be convinced that it is a worthwhile organization. The granting of
a Federal charter will undoubtedly provide the Italian-American
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War Veterans with the legitimacy and recognition needed to grow
into a stronger and more effective organization.
At this time, I wish to thank you again, Senators, and answer any

questions you may have.
Senator DECONCINI. Thank you. I appreciate your testimony. It is

very helpful to have the statistics you mentioned. The effort you have
put forth is very laudable.
Senator DECONCINI. Senator, do you have any questions?
Senator CHAFEE. No, I do not.
Senator DECONCINI. We will proceed to Mr. Rosati.
Mr. ROSATI. Again, Mr. Chairman, and distinguished Senators, I

have only a brief presentation here.
Mr. Chairman and distinguished Senators, in behalf of the Italian

American War Veterans of the United States, Inc., I wish to thank
you for this opportunity in presenting our case before you.
I cannot begin to express the anxiety that has beheld our member-

ship. Each year we have attempted to seek a Federal charter. After
trying for some 20 years, rejection and despair has encompassed our
will to exist. Now with our golden anniversary nearly upon us, has
renewed that same anxiety to fold, and justly so. With the help of
Senator Chafee, we have reached a period in our efforts in gaining a
Federal charter that has lifted not only the membership but also our
friends and counterparts to an anticipated success.
Gentlemen, this being the closest we, the Italian American War

Veterans of the United States has ever been in achieving a Federal
charter, we can only hope and pray we meet to the approval of this
committee.
Thank you very much.
Senator DECONCINI. Thank you very much, Mr. Rosati. We appreci-

ate your testimony.
As to the balance of the witnesses, Mr. Butch, and all the others,

do you have any statements you care to submit or read?
Yes; please come forward.
First, Mr. Rosati, you have some statistics you wanted submitted

for the record?
Mr. ROSATI. Yes.
Senator DECONCINI. All right. We will put them in the record.
Mr. RosATI. I would like to mention we have a petition from various

communities in the broader United States that have signed petitions to
grant a Federal charter. We have a complete roster of our membership
also.
Senator DECONCINI. OK. Would you want that in the file or do you

want to keep the petition?
Mr. ROSATI. I think 
Senator DECoNcim. How many names are on it?
Mr. ROSATI. There are approximately 6,000 names.
Senator DECONCINI. Why do we not just mention that you have a

petition in your possession available to the committee at any time,
with approximately 6,000 names supporting a Federal charter for the
IAWV.
Mr. ROSATI. I would appreciate that.
Senator DECoNcINT. And if we want it or anybody wants. it in re-

viewing the record, then they can contact you. You can keep it.

71-058 0 - 81 - 3
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Frank, go ahead.
Mr. CIRANDO. Mr. Chairman, as you know, we are a new post in

Phoenix, Ariz. One day these fellows wanted to form an Italian
American Post, Senator, Messrs. Joe Delacort, Tino Lapaglia, Joe
Leni, Joe Vitali, Carl Vacco, Mike Lombardi, and Mario Cattani.
They were the primary movers of establishing the John R. Zimbaro,
Senior, Post No. 1 in Phoenix, Ariz., in 19787
Judge Advocate Joe Delacort and Commander Mario Cattani made

the initial contact with you Senator, who in turn gave us the name of
the Italian American War 'Veterans Commander, John Sarlo. Contact
was made and a new IAWV post was founded in Phoenix.
There are currently 45 members of the IAWV in Phoenix. Our

primary work has consisted of service in Veterans' Adminstration
hospitals, scholarships, and Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for
the needy.
We give moneys to our State veterans cemetery. We hope some day

there will be a national veterans cemetery, as you know.
Senator DECoNciNr. Thank you, Frank, very much. I appreciate

your being here and all the posts in Arizona, and I wish to extend my
appreciation for your taking time for this effort, having just recuper-
ated from an illness.
Is there anybody else here?
Mr. DELL ARCO. I am Neil Dell Arco, the national historian, serving

last year as national education officer.
I want to thank the committee here for all of the efforts of every-

body involved. I want to thank you on behalf of myself and my people
from Ohio. We represent Ohio. We have heard of the Veterans' Ad-
ministration programs here and other programs, but we did not touch
on some fundamental programs that I think are important.
We engage in youth programs and educational programs. Basically

our education program has to do with SA contest that we sponsor each
year, which provides funds for young people going into college, and
assist in their college effort. I am sure I need not remind you this is
nondiscriminatory. It is open to anybody. We have had winners from
almost every State and from every race, national creed and origin. So
we feel pretty proud of that program.
We also have a national organ, torch, that we are very proud of.

It does reflect basically what we do but, in general, also what each of
the posts locally, and the auxiliaries, are doing in their own com-
munities.
This year I have been impaneled by the national office to write the

history of our organization. We are very proud of it. As you know, it
has a 48-year-long history of service to this country, not counting
what we did for the country. We are looking forward to a publication
of that for our 50th anniversary. We think it is going to be something
we are very proud of.
Locally, though, as people contact me both last year and this year,

we find that these three organizations—and I hope I am not repeating
myself—have many, many programs. One not mentioned here is a
senior veterans program.
We are very active in funding those programs with our own moneys.

We get no moneys other than dues. We are not a business organization.
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We have spent considerable moneys to work with the senior veterans.
Also, locally—I am sure other posts may have it—we have youth
programs. We finance a youth league, and it is quite costly when you
get into that. You have to know how much it is before you get into it.
Other than that, we are not restricted to the reports you just heard.
We are broader in scope than that, and we hope to become even more
involved in the future.
I am pleased to be here as a teacher of U.S. history and government

on both the high school and university level. So I am especially proud
to be here today and I am especially thankful for all the gentlemen
and ladies who have worked so hard to bring us to this point.
Senator DECoNciNr. Thank you.
Is there anybody else here?
Mr. Battisti, do you have a statement? We will just show that you

are here in support of this.
Is there anybody else?
Mr. Butch, do you have a statement, sir?
Mr. BUTCH. My name is Dominick Butch. I am a past national com-

mander for the Italian American War Veterans. I am from the depart-
ment of Ohio.
I am also from the Korean conflict. I am a member of Captain

Charles Morino Post of Youngstown, Ohio, with a total membership
of approximately 700.
At this time I would like to thank the committee for the opportunity

to appear here today. As past national commander and as national
curator, I am in charge of the national office, which is also in Youngs-
town. I, too, would be glad to answer any questions you may present
to me.
I would like to thank the committee for this opportunity.
Senator DECoNcim. Thank you very much, Mr. Butch. I appreciate

your being here and coming all the distance you have.
Mr. Badali, do you have a statement, sir?
Mr. BADALI. It has been turned in. I would be glad to answer any

questions.
Senator DECoNcira. We will include the report as if read and show

you were here and available to answer any questions.
I have no questions.
I am very supportive of this matter. I would advise you that we are

in the closing days of this session. I believe we will be able to pass this
out of the Judiciary Committee in the next day or so. We have already
completed the background work.
.Senator Kennedy is very much in support of this as is the ranking

minority member, Senator Chafee tells me, Senator Thurmond. So we
hope to get this reported to the floor in the next couple of days.
I will also contact Chairman Rodino to see what can be done on the

House side. But let me tell you if it does not pass, we will renew our
efforts early in January. We will not have to hold formal hearings
again to get it passed. We will get it passed out of the Senate quickly
in January if we cannot complete action on it in the next week and a
half.
I do want to leave the record open for the balance of today for

Congressman Annunzio to present his statement. He has a statement
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and indicated he wanted to be here, but could not because of other
commitments. Also Senator Domenici of New Mexico wants to present
a statement. I also would have the IAWV balance sheet, a statement
of IAWW income for public scrutiny, a roster of the membership,
and related information placed in the record without objection at this
time.
[The prepared statements of Mr. Dardano and Mr. Nave on behalf

of the Italian American War Veterans follow:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF ROBERT N. DABDANO, SR.

As National VAVS (Veterans Administration Voluntary Service) Director for
the Italian American War Veterans, I would at this time address myself to one
of the four minimum standards set forth by the Senate and House Judiciary
Committees for the granting of a Federal Charter in addition to including addi-
tional important information.
"(4) Organized and operated for the primary purpose of conducting activities

which are national in scope, and responsive to a national need so as to justify
Federal incorporation".
Throughout the 48 years of the existence of the Italian American War Veter-

ans thousands of volunteer hours and thousands of dollars has been spent in
support of our hospitalized veterans. Although we have not been recognized by
the National VAVS Committee, we have continued to support the volunteer
programs in the VA Medical Centers throughout the various states that we
operate.
In an effort to further assist the hospitalized veterans, on March 17, 1979

the attached VAVS Program was unanimously adopted at a National Executive
Committee Meeting of the Italian American War Veterans. Needless to say this
program has won full support of our membership and has the full endorsement
of the National VAVS Director of the Veterans Administration, Mr. Ed Rose.
For your information Senators. the VAVS Program is a volunteer program

set up by the Veterans Administration and administered thru the VA's National
VAVS Directors Offices. As a Veterans Organization, we take great pride in
volunteering our services to the various VA Medical Centers. Throughout the
year our VAVS Representatives along with their Deputys co-ordinate the volun-
teers from the Posts throughout the given area of a VA Medical Center and
conduct affairs and parties for the confined veteran patients.
The parties are suggested by the staff of the Medical Centers and can vary from

a simple Ice Cream Party for a given ward that may cost the sponsoring organi-
zation approximately $20.00 depending on the geographic location of the Medical
Center, or it can be a gift giving Christmas Party for a complete Medical Center.
A party of this size is normally a joint venture by all volunteer organizations who
share the cost that can run into the thousands of dollars as the following volun-
teer reports submitted at our recent National Convention held on August 14, 15,
16. 1980 will testify.

(1) VAVS/REHABILITATION PROGRAM

Throughout the past year the Italian American War Veterans attended over
60 VAVS Advisory Committee Meetings at the various VA Medical Centers that
we operate. At these same Medical Centers approximately 150 parties were held.
These parties for the inpatient veterans have varied from a small Ice Cream
Cone Party as stated above up to and including cooking a complete macaroni and
meatball dinner for all patients at the Bath VA Medical Center for the 26th con-
secutive year and at the Batavia VA Medical Center for the 12th consecutive year.
Similar dinners are held at various other larger Medical Centers on a more
restricted basis, Canandiagua VA Medical Center being one in question for the
past 15 years. In addition, numerous dinners are held at the various Post Homes
where the outpatients are brought prior to being escorted to a ball game or some
other sporting event. Also, in addition to dinners and parties being held, some of
our volunteers assist the staffs of the Medical Centers on a regular and occa-
sional basis. The total number of volunteers, hours credited and monies spent for
this program for the past year is as follows:

Total number volunteers  1, 810
Total hours credited  8, 889
Total moneys spent  $32, 550. 93
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(2) COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM

Our Community Service Program is a program set up to assist and participate
in the various fund raising campaigns held in cur local communities such as
Cancer, Heart, T.B., March of Dimes and other worthwhile drives, in addition
to being active in the various Child Abuse, Drug Abuse and other programs bene-
ficial to the community as a whole. The total number of volunteers, hours credited
and moneys spent on this program for the past year is as follows:

Total number volunteers 2, 036
Total hours credited 11, 804
Total moneys spent $24,940.05

(3) CHILD WELFARE PROGRAM

As with the above programs, our Child Welfare Program is also very near and
dear to us. Throughout the past year volunteers have participated in community
youth activities, activities to combat juvenile delinquency, boy scout and girl
scout programs, have assisted destitute and handicapped children and have do-
nated to the various medical, dental and optical aid programs to mention but a
few.

Total number volunteers  489
Total hours credited    3, 226
Total moneys spent  $14, 421. 62

( 4 ) PATRIOTIC AND AMERICANISM PROGRAM

In addition to the following report, our Posts and Auxiliaries throughout the
various cities participate with all other veterans and patriotic organizations in
the celebration of Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Veterans Day and all other
patriotic celebrations.
Once a year our National Commander and National Auxiliary President are

honored to place a floral wreath at the Tomb of th6 Unknown Soldier at Arlington
Cemetery.
On several occasions our National Commanders have on their overseas visits

placed floral wreaths at the shrines of our war dead at our military cemeteries.
Tribute has also been paid by our National Commanders at the U.S.S. Arizona

Memorial at Pearl Harbor where our Italian American War Veterans emblem
is proudly displayed with all other veterans and patriotic organizations.
On four different occasions at our National Convention we had the privilege

of honoring th eoutstanding Cadet and Midshipman of the four Military Acad-
emies, the most recent time being in August of 1980 when we were also honored
to have a full Military Color Guard of the 3rd Infantry (Old Guard) from Fort
Myers, Virginia participate in our Memorial Services and present the colors at
the formal banquet.

Total number volunteers  758
Total hours credited  2, 443
Total moneys spent  $2, 030. 00

As a thirty-three year member of the Italian American War Veterans, I firmly
believe that we have upheld the principles as outlined in our Preamble and have,
if you will, paid our dues. There are many thousands of men and women who
are eligible for membership, but do not belong due to the lack of knowledge that
the Italian American War Veterans exist as an organization or if they do, they
still remain to be convinced that it is a worthwhile organization. The granting
of a Federal Charter will undoubtedly provide the Italian American War Vet-
erans with the legitimacy and recognition needed to grow into a stronger and
more effective organization.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF JOHN F. NAVE

The Italian American War Veterans of the United States realizes that the
House and Senate Judiciary Committees have set forth several minimal standards
for the granting of a Federal Charter and addresses itself to those standards,
as well as including further important information.
(1) Operating under a State Charter: The Italian American War Veterans

of the United States is incorporated as a non-profit, non-political war veterans
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organization made up wholly and without exception of honorably discharged
American War Veterans of World War I, World War II, Korean Conflict, and
Vietnam War. It also enrolls as members those who possess honorable service
for which a medal has been awarded based upon a campaign or expedition
recognized by Congress. It is incorporated in the following States: Connecticut
(1932) ; New York (1933) ; New Jersey (1936) ; California (1939) ; Pennsylvania
(1941) ; Massachusetts (1944) ; Ohio (1943) ; Rhode Island (1950) ; Florida
(1955) and Illinois (1971).
(2) Organized and Operated in the Public Interest as a non-partisan and non-

profit organization with terms of membership and requirements for holding
office within the organization which are not discriminatory on the basis of race,
color, religion, or national origin: The Italian American War Veterans of the
United States is organized and operated in the public interest on a non-profit
basis. While membership rolls reveal persons of various backgrounds—ethnic,
religious, and otherwise—nonetheless, the membership majority is Americans
of Italian origin because of the name and nature of the organization. The orga-
nization would not object to Section 7 of S. 2542 being amended to include the
following: "Terms of membership and requirements for holding office within the
organization shall not be discriminatory on the basis of race, color, religion, or
national origin." This would comply statutorily with the aforementioned required
standards.
(3) Organized and Operated Solely for Charitable, Liberty, Educational,

Scientific, Patriotic, or Civic Improvement Purposes, and Maintains Tax Exempt
Status Pursuant to Section 501 (c) of Title 26, United States Code: The Italian
American War Veterans of the United States has been declared a tax exempt
organization since July 8, 1947 by the Internal Revenue Service under Section
501 (c) (4). Then on July 2, 1973, changed its status to Section 501 (c) (19)
under the provisions of Public Law 92-418 referring to exempt status of veterans'
organizations. The National Quartermaster, Mr. Vincent Badali, will submit his
report on this subject.
The organization is predominately a patriotic veterans' organization concerned

with the welfare and best interests of veterans, their wives, widows, and depend-
ents and the communities in which they operate. It also promotes and takes
part in patriotic functions and ceremonies. Some of its purposes and objectives
are as follows: (1) to uphold and maintain the honor and integrity of the United
States and to preserve and defend the United States from her enemies; (2) to
uphold and maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States and
fidelity to the Constitution; and (3) to advance the civic welfare.
(4) Organized and Operated for the Primary Purpose of Conducting Activities

which are National In Scope and responsive to a National Need so as to Justify
Federal Incorporation: The Italian American War Veterans of the United States
has long conducted activities which are national in scope and responsive to a
national need so as to justify Federal Incorporation. It has a VAVS program
which it pursues in the various veterans' hospitals throughout the several states
In which it operates. This is a very important function that the organization pur-
sues under its National VAVS officer. It is also greatly interested in the security
and freedom of the nation.
We believe the time has come for Congress to grant veterans' organizations

like the Italian American War Veterans of the United States a Federal Charter
because of the great service it can perform in the United States.
(5) Further Important Information Favoring the Granting of a Federal Char-

ter to the Italian American War Veterans of the United States: (a) The seven
(7) States of Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island. and Illinois have passed a combined total of approximately 100
laws and resolutions with the name of the Italian American War Veterans of the
United States therein since its formation in 1932 for some purpose or objective
concerning veterans or veterans' affairs.
(b) The Seven (7) States of Massachusetts (1962), Rhode Island (1963), New

Jersey (1963), Pennsylvania (1963), New York (1964), Connecticut (1965), and
Illinois (1965) have all adopted resolutions memorializing the Congress of the
United States to grant the Italian American War Veterans of the United States
a Federal Charter. They are cited more fully as follows:
(1) Massachusetts, H. 730. adopted April 3, 1962.
(2) Rhode Island, H. Res. 1521, adopted May 11, 1963.
(3) New Jersey, S. Con. Res. 15, adopted May 20, 1963.
(4) Pennsylvania, H. Res. 20, adopted July 8, 1963.
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(5) New York, H. Res. 29, adopted March 23, 1964.
(6) Connecticut, H.J. Res. 16, adopted May 20, 1965.
(7) Illinois, H.J. Res. 51, adopted June 9, 1965.
These resolutions were sent to both the House and Senate Judiciary Commit-

tees, where they are on file. Also, they have been recorded in the various issues
of the Congressional Record. Former Congressman Carleton King (N.Y.) had
inserted the full text of the Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, and New York Resolutions in the Congressional Record of Tuesday, April
7, 1964, on Pages A1703—A1704.
Former Senator Dodd (Conn.) had inserted the full text of the Connecticut

Resolution in the Congressional Record of June 23, 1965, on Pages 14 421 and
14 422.
(c) Governors and Mayors of various states and cities through the years have

issued proclamations or special letters for and in behalf of our organization for
some worthy purpose or cause.
(d) On three (3) different occasions—the U.S. Senate once and the U.S. House

of Representatives twice—passed a bill with the name of the Italian American
War Veterans of the United States therein.
(1) In 1951, S. 831 (5. Rept. 82-318) was passed by the U.S. Senate. It was a

bill to amend the Veterans Preference Act, as amended, to provide for designated
representatives thereunder of certain veterans' organizations.
The Italian American War Veterans of the United States was one of the vet-

erans' organizations mentioned in the bill. Bill died in the House.
(2) In 1969, H.R. 10 481 (H. Rept. 91-516) was passed by the U.S. House of

Representatives. It was a bill to print certain proceedings of the Italian Ameri-
can War Veterans of the United States as a House Document. Bill died in the
Senate because of lack of Federal Charter.
(3) In 1972, H.R. 13 8004 (H. Rept. 92-1199) was passed by the U.S. House

of Representatives.For the second time a bill to print certain proceedings of
the Italian American War Veterans of the United States as a House Document
was passed, and likewise for the second time the bill died in the Senate because
of lack of a Federal Charter.
(e) The Italian American War Veterans of the United States has been in

existence 48 years, nearly half a century. Its legitimacy and purpose has been
well established. We sincerely believe time has come for the organization to
receive a Federal Charter.
(f) Finally, Mr. Chairman, I would like to insert for the record a list of

material found in the Congressional Record in reference to the Italian American
War Veterans. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would be glad to answer any ques-
tions you have.



1) 8 January.' 191
Pages A75-76

2) 6: February - 1951
Pages. A636

3) 8- February 1951
Pages722-727

4) 5 June 1951
Page A.3434

5) 19 June 1951
Pages 3881-2

6)' 29 June .1951
Pages- 4190

7) 31 August, 1961
Pages Ak 6909

8) 31 August 1961
Pages.: A6864-A6865

9) 14 September, 1961
Page A7279

10) 26 September:' 1961
Pages A7786-A7787

11) 17; October 1961
Pages, A8361-A8362

12) 31 March- 1965
Al 547-A1548

13) 14 October 1965
A. 5799

14). 21 March 1966
R60356036'

15) 21 November 1966
A5821.

16) 6 April 1967
A' • 1668

17) 16 October 1967
if 13 445

18) 11 November 1967
Hi 15 772- FF 15 773

19) 21 April 1970
E3477--Z3478

20) 9 March 1972

90

-The 48r States
Rep Lane (D) Mass.

Address; or John F.Nave
Rep.Hiehlmarr (H) N.Y.

Italian American World War veterans
of the U.S. Rep Lane (D) Mass.

Memorial Day Address Italian
American WW Veterans Rep Lane (D)

italiarr Aterican World War Veterans.
of the US Rep Lane (D)(Ma.ss)

Italian American World War Veterans
of the US Rep Lane (D) Mass.

Address; by Paul: Carbone NJW., ITAM
Rep.Pirnie (R)N.Y.

Remarks of Gow.Hockefeller(R-NY)
Rep.Pirnie (R-NY)

Address. of Edward He
Chm US Foreign Claims Settlement
Commission
Rep.Samuel Stratton (D-NY)

Address of Governor John Volpe
(R-Mass) Rep.Silvie Conte (R-Mass)

Press- Accounts of 26th National
Conventiona in Utica ,Nr.Y.
Rep Samuel Stratton (D-NY)

Speeches of EINC John F.Nave and
National Commander Joseph Bosco
Rep.Torbert FF.Mac Donald (D-Mass)

Columbus Day Flag- Raising Ceremony
Rep James Hanley' (D-NY)

IV Washington Conference ITAM VETS
Rep James, Hanley (D-NY)

Memorial-, Plaque for 78 Brave Utican
of Italian Heritage
Rep.Alexander Pirnie (R-NY)

ITAM VETS DAY
Rep William IL.Bates (Mass)

Legislative Position of ITAM Vets
PNC John. F.Nave

Rep.Frank Annunzio (D-I11)

Dedication of Plaque at Bennett
Park , Syracus e ,NY Rep.Hanley (D-NY)

38th Anniversary of ITAM VETS
Rep.Frank Annunzio (D-II1)

Testimonial Dinner Given PNC John F
if 1945 John Fatave Rep.James Hanley(D NY)

21) 12 September 1972
E 7823

Congressman Annunzio is honored

Fron.Peter VeRodino Jr (D-N.J.)
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Seantor DECONCINI. There being no further testimony, I want to
thank you for being here and bringing to the attention of the Judiciary
Committee this matter and for your persistence in having this hearing
and the traveling distances you had to come for something which I
consider truly important to this country. I compliment each and every
one of you.
I wish you a pleasant stay in Washington. It is going to warm up

and the sun is trying to come out. Take a little time to yourself.
Thank you very much.
[Whereupon, at 10:10 a.m., the committee adjourned, subject to the

call of the Chair.]
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APPENDIX

96TH CONGRESS S
2D SESSION . 2542

II

To grant a Federal charter to the Italian American War Veterans of the United
States of America.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
APRIL 3 (legislative day, JANUARY 3), 1980

Mr. CHAFEE introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to
the Committee on the Judiciary

A BILL
To grant a Federal charter to the Italian American War

Veterans of the United States of America:

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That the following persons:

4 Louis Ambrosio, Chatham, New York;

5 Carmen Albanese, Union, New Jersey;

6 John Amadio, Struthers, Ohio;

7 Anonio Alfano, Warwick, Rhode Island;

8 Anthony Arcomano, Trenton, New Jersey;

9 Peter Argenti, Lorain, Ohio;
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2

1 Herbert Asbi, Johnston, Rhode Island;

2 Guy Asci, East Boston, Massachusetts;

3 Vincent Badali, Rochester, New York;

4 Larry Battisti, Chicago, Illinois;

5 Angelo Bennati, Nutley, New Jersey;

6 Orlando Bisbano, Bristol, Rhode Island;

7 Joseph Bosco, Everett, Massachusetts;

8 Dominick Butch, Youngstown, Ohio;

9 Frank Ciccone, Providence, Rhode Island;

10 Eugene Civitello, Schenectady, New York;

11 Robert Clementi, Chicago, Illinois;

12 Anthony Crea, Senior, Trenton, New Jersey;

13 Frank Cretella, East Haven, Connecticut;

14 James Cuzzone, Park Ridge, Illinois;

15 Armond Centazzo, Bristol, Rhode Island;

16 Kenneth Crisafulli, Oswego, New York;

17 Julius Catanzarite, Elyria, Ohio;

18 Robert Dardano, Rochester, New York;

19 Anthony D'Avolio, Chicago, Illinois;

20 Ugo DelGizzo, Warwick, Rhode Island;

21 Michael DeMarco, Youngstown, Ohio;

22 Armando DeMartino, Malden, Massachusetts;

23 John DePastino, Waterbury, Connecticut;

24 Silvio DeSantis, Lafayette Hill, Pennsylvania;

25 Ernest D'Ambrosio, Fall River, Massachusetts;
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3

1 Joseph DiPrima, Leominster, Massachusetts;

2 Joseph DeSantis, Rochester, New York;

3 Dando DeManna, Johnston, Rhode Island;

4 Neil DellArco, Youngstown, Ohio;

5 Vincent Esposito, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania;

6 Dominic Esposito, Lorain, Ohio;

7 Frank Ferraiola, Norristown, Pennsylvania;

8 George Falconiero, Conshohocken, Pennsylvania;

9 Alfred Faticoni, Newington, Connecticut;

10 Louis Gagliardi, New Britain, Connecticut;

11 Joseph Gaeto, Melrose Park, Illinois;

12 Louis Gaimpa, Norridge, Illinois;

13 Sam Grillo, Taftville, Connecticut;

14 Al Laudone, Norwich, Connecticut;

15 Joseph Leonelli, Cranston, Rhode Island;

16 Daniel Lomurno, Collingswood, New Jersey;

17 Vincent Loparco, Camillus, New York;

18 John Luparia, Wallingford, Connecticut;

19 Charles Maccia, Roselle, New Jersey

20 Carl Mangona, Saratoga Springs, New York;

21 John Masciantonia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania;

22 Ralph Mongiovi, Medford, Massachusetts;

23 Anthony Munio, Providence, Rhode Island;

24 Anthony Mastroiani, Milford, Massachusetts;

25 Louis Mucci, Medford, Massachusetts,
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4

1 Anthony Murello, Lorain, Ohio;

2 Rocco Maglione, Malden, Massachusetts;

3 Guy Mucci, Revere, Massachusetts;

4 Rocco Marcantonio, Meriden, Connecticut;

5 John Marinelli, Franklin Park, Illinois;

6 John Nave, Syracuse, New York;

7 Anthony Nicotera, Melrose Park, Illinois;

8 Ralph Paparella, East Providence, Rhode Island;

9 George Pecci, Trenton, New Jersey;

10 Carl Padula, Waterbury, Connecticut;

11 Frank Panniello, Everett, Massachusetts;

12 Tino LaPaglia, Phoenix, Arizona;

13 Mario Cattani, Phoenix, Arizona;

14 Emilio Pasquale, Little Falls, New York;

15 Anthony Petrellis, Belmont Hills, Pennsylvania;

16 Paul Pistilli, Saratoga Springs, New York;

17 Dominick Rosati, Syracuse, New York;

18 Nicholas Raimo, Belleville, New Jersey;

19 Basil Rigano, Malden, Massachusetts;

20 Michael Rongo, Elmwood Park, Illinois;

21 Anthony Ross, Canfield, Ohio;

22 Santo Sacchetti, Providence, Rhode Island;

23 Ralph San Felice, Saratoga Springs, New York;

24 Sylvester San Felice, Saratoga Springs, New

25 York;
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1 John Sarlo, Waterbury, Connecticut;

2 Michael Scricca, New Britain, Connecticut;

3 Father Joseph Tamburcini, East Liverpool, Ohio;

4 Anthony Tucci, Youngstown, Ohio;

5 Pat Verdigilo, Enfield, Connecticut;

6 Francis Villa, Malden, Massachusetts;

7 and their successors, are created a body corporate by the

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

name of the Italian American War Veterans of the United

States of America (hereinafter in this Act referred to as the

"corporation"), and by such name shall be known and have

perpetual succession, powers, and limitations contained in

this Act.

SEC. 2. A majority of the persons named in the first

section of this Act, or their successors, are authorized to

complete the organization of the corporation by the selection

of officers, the adoption of a constitution and bylaws, employ-

ment of personnel, and the doing of such other acts as may

be necessary for such purpose.

SEC. 3. The objects and purposes of the corporation are

as follows:

(a) To be an internationalized type of veterans or-

ganization.

(b) To promote peace, prosperity, and good will

between the peoples of the United States and the Re-

public of Italy.
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1 (c) To stimulate patriotism in the minds of all

2 Americans by encouraging the study of the history of

3 our Nation.

4 (d) To give patriotic allegiance to the United

5 States, fidelity to its Constitution and laws, and sup-

6 port to the security of civil liberty and permanence of

7 free institutions.

8 (e) To preserve and defend the United States from

9 all enemies without any reservations whatsoever.

10 (f) To gather, collate, edit, publish, and exhibit

11 the memorabilia, data, records, military awards, deco-

12 rations, citations, and so forth, for the purpose of pre-

13 serving the memories and records of patriotic service

14 performed by men and women who served in the

15 Armed Forces of the United States.

16 (g) To be a nonprofit, nonpolitical, and nonsectar-

17 ian corporation.

18 (h) To be a bona fide veterans' organization on a

19 local, regional, State, national, and international level,

20 and to enjoy all the appropriate rights and privileges.

21 SEC. 4. The corporation shall have perpetual succession

22 and shall have the power-

23 (a) to sue and be sued;

/
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1 (b) to acquire, hold, and dispose of such real and

2 personal property as may be necessary to carry out the

3 corporate purposes;

4 (c) to make and enter into contracts;

5 (d) to accept gifts, legacies, and devices which

6 will further the corporate purposes;

7 (e) to borrow money for the purposes of the cor-

8 poration, issue bonds therefor, and secure same by

9 mortgage, subject in every case to all applicable provi-

10 sions of Federal and State law;

11 (f) to adopt and alter a corporate seal;

12 (g) to establish, regulate, and discontinue subordi-

13 nate State and regional organizations and local chap-

14 ters or posts;

15 (h) to choose such officers, representatives, and

16 agents as may be necessary to carry out the corporate

17 purposes;

18 (i) to establish and maintain offices for the conduct

19 of the affairs of the corporation;

20 (j) to adopt and alter a constitution and bylaws

21 not inconsistent with law;

22 (k) to publish a newspaper, magazine, or other

23 publications;

24 (1) to adopt and alter emblems and badges;

25 (m) to have a women's auxiliary;
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1 (n) to conduct Columbus Day affairs and celebra-

2 tion, as well as any other patriotic doings or functions;

3 and

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22 as set out in this Act shall not be confined to that place, but

23 shall be conducted throughout the several States and any

24 territory or possession of the United States, including Puerto

25 Rico.

(o) to do any and all acts and things- necessary

and proper to accomplish the objects and purposes of

the corporation.

SEC. 5. The corporation shall have no power to issue

capital stock or engage in business for pecuniary profit or

gain.

SEC. 6. The corporation shall not furnish financial aid

to, or otherwise promote the candidacy of any person seeking

public office.

SEC. 7. Any American citizen shall be eligible for mem-

bership in the corporation who was honorably discharged

from the Armed Forces of the United States of America

under conditions and provisions outlined in the corporation's

constitution and bylaws.

SEC. 8. The headquarters and principal place of busi-

ness of the corporation shall be located in the city of Hart-

ford, Connecticut, or such other place as may be later deter-

mined by the corporation, but the activities of the corporation

71-0580 - 81 - 5
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1 SEC. 9. In the event of final dissolution or liquidation of

2 such corporation, and after the discharge or satisfactory pro-

3 visions for the discharge of all its liabilities, the remaining

4 assets of the corporation shall be transferred to the Veterans'

5 Administration to be applied to the care and comfort of sick

6 and disabled veterans.

7 Sc. 10. The corporation and its State and regional or-

8 ganizations and local chapters or posts shall have the sole

9 and exclusive right to have and use in carrying out its pur-

10 poses and objectives the name "Italian American War Veter-

11 ans of the United States of America", and such seals, em-

12 blems, and badges as the corporation may lawfully adopt.

13 SEC. 11. The corporation shall-

14 (a) keep correct and complete books and records

15 of account, and shall also keep minutes of the proceed-

16 ings of its members, executive committee, and commit-

17 tee, having any authority of the executive committee;

18 (b) keep at its registered office or principal office a

19 record giving the names and addresses of its members

20 entitled to vote; and

21 (c) permit all books and records of the corporation

22 to be inspected by any member or his agent or his at-

23 torney for any proper purpose at any reasonable time.

24 SEC. 12. (a) As a condition precedent to the exercise of

25 any power or privilege granted or conferred in this Act, the
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1 corporation shall file in the office of the Secretary of each

2 State or of any territory or possession of the United States,

3 in which organizations, chapters, or posts may be organized,

4 the name and post office address of an authorized agent upon

5 whom local process or demands against the corporation may

6 be served.

7 (b) The corporation shall have in the District of Colum-

8 bia at all times a designated agent authorized to accept serv-

9 ices of process for the corporation; and notice to or service

10 upon such agent, or mailed to the business address of such

11 agent, is deemed notice to or service upon the corporation.

12 SEC. 13. Such provisions, privileges, and prerogatives

13 as have been granted to other national veterans' organiza-

14 tions by virtue of their being incorporated by Congress are

15 granted to the Italian American War Veterans of the United

16 States of America.

17 SEC. 14. (a) No part of the income or assets of the cor-

18 poration shall inure to any member, director, officer, or em-

19 ployee of the corporation or be distributable to any person

20 during the life of the corporation or upon its dissolution or

21 final liquidation. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed

22 to prevent the payment of reasonable compensation to offi-

23 cers and employees of the corporation or to prevent their

24 reimbursement for actual necessary expenses in amounts ap-

25 proved by the corporation's board of directors.
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1 (b) The corporation shall not make loans to its members,

2 officers, directors, or employees. Any director who votes for

3 or asseuts to the making of such a loan, and any officer who

4 participates in the making of such loan, shall be jointly and

5 severally liable to the corporation for the amount of such loan

6 until the repayment thereof.

7 SEC. 15. The corporation shall be liable for the acts of

8 its officers and agents when acting within the scope of their

9 authority.

10 SEC. 16. The provisions of sections 2 and 3 of the Act

11 entitled "An Act to provide for audit of accounts of private

12 corporations established under Federal law" (36 U.S.C.

13 1102, 1103), approved August 30, 1964, shall apply with

14 respect to the corporation.

15 SEC. 17. The corporation may acquire the assets of the

16 following State corporations of the Italian American War

17 Veterans of the United States, Incorporated, upon discharg-

18 ing or satisfactorily providing for the payment and'discharge

19 of all the liability of such corporation and upon complying

20 with all applicable laws of the State: New York, Corporation

21 of 1933; Connecticut, Corporation of 1932; New Jersey,

22 Corporation of 1936; California, Corporation of 1939; Penn-

23 sylvania, Corporation of 1941; Ohio, Corporation of 1943;

24 Rhode Island, Corporation of 1950; Florida, Corporation of

25 1955; and Massachusetts, Corporation of 1944.
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1 SEC. 18. The right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is

2 expressly reserved.
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Prepared Statement of Senator Pell

It gives me great pleasure, Mr. Chairman, to take

this opportunity to lend my support to Senator Chafee's

legislation granting a Federal Charter to Italian American

War Veterans of the United States.

Our country owes a great debt to all Americans who

served their country during the time of war. I believe that

they should be appropriately recognized and honored, for

without their sacrifice and commitment we in this country might

not be enjoying the benefits of a free society today.

When individuals of Italian descent came to this country

they brought with them a deep and rich cultural legacy. When

Italian Americans fought in the European Theater on behalf of

this country they brought courage, bravery and leadership. Many

of these individuals were first generation Americans who fought

for our country while their own motherland, Italy, was being

ravaged.

Since the war Italian Americans have contributed a

great deal to the industrial and political development of the United

States.. They constitute the largest ethnic group in my own

State of Rhode Island and many outstanding Italian Americans,

including former Senator John 0. Pastore,have served and are

currently serving in Rhode Island State government.
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Italian Americans have been very active in community

affairs and,because of their willingness as a group to devote

their professional skills and time to improving the quality

of life for our citizens, many Italian Americans are role

models for our younger generation. This is the true meaning

of national service and commitment to our country.

The Italian American Veterans of War Organization in

Rhode Island has been a moving force in making life more

comfortable for disabled veterans who reside in the veterans

home, have taken an active interest in the maintanance of 
the veterans

cemetery and participate with their brothers from other veterans

organizations in the State's annual commemoration for the young

men who sacrificed their lives for our country.

I think that it is fitting and long overdue, therefore,

that the great contribution of Italian Americans to our national

defense not go unnoted and that their Association should be

honored with a Federal Charter. This Charter will serve as a

permanent symbol. It will recognize the great contribution of

Italiam War Veterans and acknowledge our gratitude as a nation

to their involvement in our national defense.
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Prepared Statement of Senator Domenici

MR. CHAIRMAN, I AM PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO APPEAR BEFORE

YOUR COMMITTEE HERE TODAY TO TESTIFY IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION

WHICH GRANTS THE ITALIAN AMERICAN WAR VETERANS (IAMV) OF THE

UNITED STATES A FEDERAL CHARTER. BOTH AS A SENATOR WITH A

DEEP COMMITTMENT TO THE WELFARE OF OUR NATIONS VETERANS AND

AS AN AMERICAN OF ITALIAN DESCENT, I URGE THIS COMMITTEE AND

CONGRESS TO ACT IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE VETERAN AND

GRANT THE IAWV A FEDERAL CHARTER.

As YOU MENTIONED IN YOUR OPENING STATEMENT MR. CHAIRMAN,

THE 91ST CONGRESS, FOLLOWING THE GUIDELINES SET FORTH BY

THIS COMMITTEE, ESTABLISHED STRICT STANDARDS FOR THE APPROVAL

OF FEDERAL CHARTERS AND AS A RESULT THIS COMMITTEE UNIFORMINGLY

OPPOSED SUCH REQUESTS UNTIL THIS CONGRESS. LIKE YOU, I AM

PLEASED THAT THIS COMMITTEE HAS MODIFIED ITS POLICY WITH

RESPECT TO FEDERAL CHARTERS AND HAS ONCE AGAIN SEEN FIT TO

GRANT THOSE REQUESTS THAT ARE DESERVING OF SUCH A PRIVILEDGE

AND HONOR. MR. CHAIRMAN, I SUPPORT THESE STANDARDS AND

BELIEVE THAT THE IAWV AND THEIR RECORD OF SERVICE TO OUR

NATIONS VETERANS MEETS AND SURPASSES THESE STANDARDS IN

EVERY ASPECT.

SINCE ITS INCORPORATION AS A NON PROFIT SERVICE ORGANIZATION

IN 1932 THE IAWV HAS UNSELFISHLY AND CONSISTENTLY PRQMOTED

AND ASSISTED IN SERVING THE NEEDS OF THE VETERAN IN PARTICULAR

AND OF THE COMMUNITY IN GENERAL. As MANY OF MY COLLEAGUES

ARE AWARE. THE CONTINUED CARE OF THE HOSPITALIZED VETERAN

AT AN ADEQUATE LEVEL WILL BECOME AN INCREASING CHALLENGE AS

WE APPROACH AND ENTER AN ERA OF NECESSARY FISCAL AUSTERITY.
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FOR THAT REASON I CAN NOT STRESS ENOUGH THE IMPORTANCE

ENCOURAGING THE EFFORTS OF THE IAWV AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

THAT PERFORM LIKE SERVICES, MR. CHAIRMAN, I AM HARD PRESSED

TO THINK OF A MECHANISM THAT WOULD MEET THAT OBJECTIVE

BETTER THAN THE GRANT OF A FEDERAL CHARTER. IT IS NOT OFTEN

THAT THE OPPORTUNITY ARISES FOR THE CONGRESS TO ENACT LEGISLATION

THAT WOULD BENEFIT THOUSANDS AND SAVE MILLIONS AT NO COST

OTHER THAN THAT INCURRED IN PRINTING OF A SHORT DOCUMENT,

WHILE IT IS NOT INCORPORATED IN MY HOME STATE, I AM NONE

THE LESS AWARE OF IAWV's FINE SERVICE ELSEWHERE AND APPRECIATE

THEM HIGHLY. FOR EXAMPLE, IAWV VOLUNTEERS LAST YEAR DONATED

ABOUT 7500 HOURS OF SERVICE IN THEIR HOSPITAL VOLUNTEER

SERVICE PROGRAM IN OVER 20 HOSPITALS ACROSS THE COUNTRY. IN

ADDITION, THE IAWV ACTIVILY SUPPORTS THE NEEDY AND HANDICAPPED

THROUGH GENEROUS DONATIONS OF TIME, GOODS AND MATERIALS.

AND THEIR PARTICIPATION IN EDUCATIONAL PATRIOTIC AND CIVIC

IMPROVEMENT IS WELL NOTED FOR ITS DEDICATION AND GENEROUSITY.

MR, CHAIRMAN, I THINK IT IS TIME FOR CONGRESS TO RECOGNIZE

THE DEDICATED SERVICE AND OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE

IAWV AND GRANT ITS FIFTEEN YEAR REQUEST FOR A FEDERAL CHARTER.

IN CONCLUSION, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK MY COLLEAGUE, SENATOR

CHAFEE FOR HIS LEADERSHIP ON THIS ISSUE AND FOR THE FINE

WORK OF HIS STAFF. ALSO, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU MR.

CHAIRMAN FOR CHAIRING THIS HEARING AND GIVING YOUR SUPPORT

TO A MOST DESERVING REQUEST.
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Prepared Statement of Congressman Annuncio

Mr. Chairman: As one who for many years has sponsored legislation in

the other body to grant a Federal Charter to the Italian American War

Veterans of the United States Incorporated, it gives me great pleasure

today to express my strong support for and urge expeditious passage of

S. 2542, introduced by Senator Chafee of Rhode Island, to grant such a

Charter to the IAWV.

I want to commend Senator Chafee for taking the lead in the Senate in

introducing this legislation, and I also want to thank the distinguished

Chairman of this Committee, as well as the distinguished Vice Chairman,

for scheduling hearings on this measure. Passage of this legislation has

been delayed too long, especially in view of the fact that the Italian

American War Veterans of the United States meets the standards for

granting Federal Charters established by the House and Senate Judiciary

Committees.

First of all, the IAWV meets the requirement of operating under a

State Chart having been incorporated in several States in the Union.

Secondly, it meets the requirement of organization and operation in

the public interest without discrimination on the basis of race, color,

religion or national origin. Although the majority membership of this

outstanding organization is comprised of Americans of Italian descent, a

review of the membership rolls reveals persons of various ethnic and

religious backgrounds.

Third, the Italian American War Veterans achieved tax exempt status

in 1947, and thus, meets the requirement for operation as a charitable

organization.

Fourth, the Italian American War Veterans for many years has conducted

activities national in scope and responsible to a national need.
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I have been privileged to have been an honorary member of the Italian

American War Veterans of the United States for more than ten years, and I

can tell you first-hand, as I have personally participated in many of

their charitable endeavors in my own State of Illinois, that this organization

has a long and proud tradition of service to our Nation's hospitalized and

disabled veterans, and to the widows, orphans, and families of veterans

who have given their lives for our Nation's freedom.

The members of this organization have also compiled a splendid record

of achievement in civic work in their home communities, and in strengthening

the greatness of our Nation by strongly resisting threats to our precious

freedoms.

Volunteer work in VA hospitals has become the major mission of the

Italian American War Veterans, and long experience has proven that

personal visits in compassionate human warmth and understanding are just

as essential to successful recovery as use of scientific methods of

treatment.

I know of no organization which has been more worthy of Congressional

recognition thn. the Italian American War Veterans of the United States

Incorporated. The unselfish dedication with which the members of this

fine organization have joined together to help their fellow veterans is

without parallel. During the 48 years of its existence, the IAWV has

received recognition for its exemplary service through the accolades of

those who have benefitted from its work as well as through the passage of

resolutions in various State legislatures in our country.

I want to point out to the members of this Committee that Italians

have fought heroically in all of America's wars for freedom, including

Richard Tagliafero, a Colonel killed at the Battle of Guilford Hall during

the American Revolution, and Salvatore Catalano, a naval hero who recaptured

the Philadelphia from pirates.
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During World War I, Italian Americans comprised an astounding 12% of

the United States Army, far more than their small percentage of the

American population at that time, and during World War II, some 500,000

Italian Americans fought in the Armed Forces of our Nation.

The heroism demonstrated by Italo Americans is reflected in the names

of the Congressional Medal of Honor winners. Although the Medal of Honor

roster is not long, there are more than 50 Italo-Americans listed who have

merited this Medal -- the highest military award for bravery that can be

given by the United States of America to any individual serving in the

Armed Forces. I know many of you will recall John Basilone's name, the

Marine Sergeant who fought as a "one-man army" on Guadalcanal, and more

recently, Anthony Casamento, who was awarded this Medal only two months

ago.

Mr. Chairman, I have been the sponsor of Federal Charter legislation

for the Italian American War Veterans during my entire period of service

in Congress, and I am heartened by the decision in the 96th Congress to

lift the suspension on the granting of Charters.

Lack of_a-Charter, and of its official sanction, has hindered the

work of the Italian American War Veterans of the United States in meeting

the needs of our veterans and their survivors.

Passage of S. 2542 would give long overdue recognition to the major

contributions being made by the IAWV to the well-being of our Nation and

to the promotion of better understanding between the United States and

Italy, which is such a vital part of our NATO alliance and the defense of

our freedom.
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I urge the members of this Committee to take speedy action in

approving S. 2542, both to recognize the outstanding work of the Italian

American War Veterans and to promote the goals of this compassionate,

hard-working, and patriotic organization.
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ITALIAN AMERICAN WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED STATES, INC.

FINAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT AS OF Septembek 24, 1980 

DEPARTMENT LIFE

SUMMARV

RENEWALS NEW RE-INST. TRANSFERS TOTAL

Connecticut 144 693 40 46 1 924

Ittinoi4 8 529 10 10 1 618

Mazzachusettz 51 1,223 112 76 1,462

New lenzeu 27 170 17 7 221

New Voldz 100 1,104 112 94 1,410

Ohio 75 986 132 22 1,215

Pennztrevania 3 101 3 8 115

Rhode Istand 16 243 78 18 355

Akizona 32 5 37

Ftokida 1 83 26 110

TOTALS: 425 5,164 595 281 2 6,467
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ITALIAN AMERICAN WAR VETERANS OF THE U.S. INC.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

L.M.

As oi 1/ 1/80

New Tkam.TotatoDEPARTMENT OF CONNECTICUT 9/30/79 Renewas Rein.

1 HARTFORD 56 2 51 53

2 NEW BRITAIN 126 33 51 2 86

4 WATERBURY 63 1 59 60

5 NEW HAVEN 2 2 2

6 NORWALK 1 1 14 15

7 MERIDEN 30 6 26 2 34

8 WATERBURY 223 32 157 17 5 211

11 TORRINGTON 81 4 76 80

14 WALLINGFORD 57 8 8

17 ENFIELD 83 38 31 2 11 82

18 BLOOMFIELD
20 NORWICH 177 17 95 4 17 1 134

905 144

_

560 27 33 1 765

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA

1 John R. Zimbako 40 31 5 36

DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA

1 Miami
2 Hattandate

55
125

1 25
58

1
25

27
83

180 1 83 26 110

DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS

1 Chicago 117 2 170 2 8 182

2 Hittside 12 11 4 15

3 Chicago 41 35 4 7 46

4 Chicago 28 21 3 30

5 Pank Ridge 98 5 89 4 29 127

6 Ciceto
7 Chicago 24 25 25

8 Selwyn
9 Ftanhtin Path
10 Bkoadview
11 Bettwood
12 Chicago Height6

34
12
89
24
38

1 29
11
68
24
39

6

11
1

1 37
11
79
25
39

577 8 528 10 69 1 616

DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS

1 Lawtence 75 61 1 62

2 Havekhat 10
3 Woncesten 12 2 54 1 57

4 Fitchbung 53 3 44 1 2 50

6 East Bozton 80 5 50 4 59

8 Mediond 116 2 49 1 2 54

10 Fat Riven 52 12 38 1 51

14 Evetytt 40 1 27 5 4 37
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9/30/79 L.M. Renewats Rein. New Thans. TotaLs

16 Matden 115 4 98 34 15 i51
17 Reveke 223 9 152 18 179
20 Somehvitte
25 New Bediond 15
30 Watehtown 39 10 10
35 Ftamingham 38 7 22 5 4 38
40 Mi16ohd 227 2 201 17 7 221
45 Mattboho 41 2 41 4 47
50 Newton 61 1 53 5 2 61
56 Bevetty 124 1 128 2 11 142
59 Spking6ietd 15 9 1 10
62 Bkockton 49 40 13 53
64 East Longmeadow 84 81 3 84
66 Southbhidge 25 18 18
68 Ctinton 29 13 13
72 Winthhop 11 1 1

1,534 52 1,189 70 93 1,404

DEPARTMENT OF NEW JERSEY

2 Thenton 121 14 91 4 5 114
4 Camden 20 1 15 16
, Bettevitte 27 2 10 12
8 Newahh 77 10 44 1 12 67
19 Maptewood
20 Nohth Ptain6ietd

245 27 160 5 11 209

DEPARTMENT OF NEW YORK

1 Syhaeuse 180 47 106 16 28 197
2 Utica 17 14 1 3 18
3 Schneetady 8
6 Hekkimeh 210 172 2 1 175
8 Littte Fats 100 57 1 2 60
9 Aubunn 48 58 22 20 100
11 AmsteAdam 12 11 11
12 Futton
15 Oswego 73 62 4 66
17 Watekvtiet 47 3 29 1 33
21 Mechanicvitte 140 136 5 2 143
26 Rocheste4 147 17 104 1 2 124
28 Queens County 10 2 6 4 12
35 Sahatoga Spkings 182 26 148 3 2 179
37 Rottekdam 53 / 50 9 16 76
39 Burp( County 47 1 1
40 Hudson 67 2 62 3 4 71
41 Watenptd 30 30 30
42 Niagaha Fab 32 1 26 1 10 38
43
44

1,403 100 1,071 73 90 1,334
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DEPARTMENT OF OHIO

9/30/79 L.M. Renewals Rein. New Total's

1 Lotain 326 4 326 7 28 365
2 Canetd 14 6 8 1 15
3 Younptown 690 65 555 7 56 683
4
7 Wannen 16 16
8
9 Gina/Lc! 12 9 1 10

10 Campbett 12 5 3 20
12 Youngatown 26 26 4 30
14
17 Au...an-town 14 14
18 Libenty 15 15 15

19
21 Watnen 16 16 3 19

22 Nikes 15 15

1,099 75 983 21 123 1,202

DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA

1 Pittsbungh
3 La6ayette Hit& 17 15 1 16

9 Phitadetphia 1 1 1

16 CtiAton Heights 22 26 1 27

17 Chesten 10 10 10

18 Conshohocken 19 2 23 4 2 31

21 Phitadetphia 11 10 10

23 LanAdate 7 3 10

24 Watminstek
25 Fannett 19 10 10

99 3 101 8 3 115

111113•1111.111••=111M•1111•6.

DEPARTMENT OF RHODE ISLAND

1 Bnistot 74 4 46 7 18 75

2 Pkovidence 12 2 10 12

3 Pkovidence 10 10 10

4 Pkovidence 10 1 9 10

5 East Pkovidence 57 / 53 3 16 73

7 Ezmond 15 15 3 18

8 Ctanston 55 3 49 1 53

1/ Puvidenee 36 22 2 24

20 Pnovidence 10 • / 9 10

30 Watwick 23 4 16 1 21

40 West Watwick
48 Wan/Len
9 Woonsocket

37 37

302 16 239 14 74 343
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SUMMARY

DEPARTMENT 9/30/79 L.M. Renewat6 Rein. New Tnanz. Totatz

ARIZONA 40 31 5 36

CONNECTICUT 905 1 44 560 27 33 1 765

FLORIDA 180 1 ' 83 26 110

ILLINOIS 577 8 528 10 69 1 616

MASSACHUSETTS 1,534 52 1,189 70 93 1,404

NEW JERSEY 245 27 160 5 17 209

NEW YORK 1,403 100 1,071 73 90 1,334

OHIO /,099 75 983 21 123 1,202

PENNSYLVANIA 99 3 101 8 3 115

RHODE ISLAND 302 16 239 14 74 343

6,384 426 4,945 228 533 2 6,134

ReApect011y aubmitted,

Jameo C. Cuzzone
Nationat St. Vice Commandet
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EXHIBIT "A"

ITALIAN AMERICAN WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED STATES INCORPORATED
NATIONAL DEPARTMENT

BALANCE SHEET - SEPTEMBER 30, 1980

ASSETS

CASH IN BANKS
Manufacturers Hanover Trust Co. $ 2,885.29
Genesee Savings Bank:
Life Membership Account $ 10,798.28
Restricted Account 8,757.71 19,555.99

Genesee Savings Bank:
Six Month Certificates *
Maturity Date (3/3/81 - 10.50%) 10,812.49
Maturity Date (3/13/81 - 10.50%) 23,759.81 34,572.30 $ 57,013.58

MISCELLANEOUS ASSETS 
Thirty (30) Rings @ $ 140,00 each **

TOTAL

LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH

4 200.m

$ 61 213.58

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
Prepaid Income/Expense

1980-1981 Administration $ 1,247.78

DEFERRED
Reserve for ITAM Torch 1,078.50

NET WORTH
Fund Balance Beginning $ 52,476.92
Net Income - Exhibit "B" 6,410.38 58,887.30

TOTAL $ 61 213.58

* The Six Month Certificates are represented as follows:
Life Membership Account $ 17,819.86
Restricted Account 16,752.1d4

Total $ 34,572.30

** A total of eight (8) rings have been sold (at cost) during this Administra-
tion.
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EXHIBIT "B"
PAGE 1

ITALIAN AMERICAN WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED STATES INCORPORATED
NATIONAL DEPARTMENT

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND PROFIT AND DOSS 
FOR THE YEAR DIDED SEPTEMBER 30, 1980 

INCOME

TOTAL

$ 11,036.2$

2,850.00

REGULAR L.M. ACCOUNT RESTRICTED

$ 11,036.25

$ 2,850.00

Per Capita Cards
(5,306 B $ 1.7$ plus 750)

Life Memberships - New
(38 B $ 75.00)
( 1 @ $ 35.00 (Partial)) 35.00 35.00

ITAM Rings 1,120.00
Less Cost ( 1,120.00) $ -0-

Interest Income:
Savings Accounts 943.86 376.74 176.96 390.16
Certificates 4,927.48 2,229.34 2,698.14
Notes Receivable 2,400.00 2,400.00

By-Law Books/Certificates 83.50 83.50
Life Membership Raffle Tickets 601.00 601.00
Proceeds From 44th National

Convention - Net 809.02 809.02
Rebate - L.M. Account
(376 @ $ 1.75) 658.00 658.00

TOTAL 24,344.11 12,755.49 5,291.30 6,297.32

EXPENSED
Officers Budget:

Commander
Senior Vice Commander
Quartermaster

3,000.00
350.00
600.00

Adjutant 600.00 4,550.00
Travel Budget:

Saratoga Springs 1,648.00
Washington 1,054.75
Auburn 1,630.50
Rochester 2,458.50 6,791.75

Budget Expenses:
Legislative Committee 220.84
V.A.V.S. 325.80
Washington Conference 523.04
Commander's Ring 140.00
Essay Contest 208.96 1,418.64
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EXHIBIT "B"
PAGE 2

ITALIAN AMERICAN WAR VETERANS OF IHE UNITED STATES INCORPORATED

NATIONAL DEPARTMENT
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND PROFIT AND LOSS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 1980 
(CONTINUED)

Non-Budget Expenses:

TOTAL REGULAR L.M. ACOOUNT RESTRICTED

Dardano - Sunshine Fund 1,000.00
Plaques:

Father Fositano 230.50
Robert Dardano, PNC 36.90

Blue Chip Committee 317.50 1,584.90

Administrative:
Per Capita Cards (9,000) 548.28
Stationery 114.55
Raffle Tickets 58.44
N.E.C. Meeting Expense 45.00
Printing - Auxiliary Minutes 207.17 973.114
Rebate - L.M.
(376 @ $ 6.75) 2,538.00

Engraving - L.M. Plates 77.00 2,615.00

TOTAL 17,933.73 13,733.83 2,615.00 1,584.90

NET INOOME - EXHIBIT "A" $ 6 410.38 $( 978.34) $ 2676.30 $ h 712.1:2
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Additional Submissions of Robert N. Dardano, Sr.

ITALIAN HEIMAN WAR VETERANS
of the UNITED STATES,Incorporated

VA VS
PROGRAM

1979

Robert N. Darciano Sr.,PNC
National VAVS Director
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FORWARD

A KEY PERSON - Trib MEDICAL CETTEa VAVS REPRESENTATIVE

Your organizatioil has appointed you to represent them as a

VAVS Representative at the VA Medical Center in your area.

You play a key role in determining the success of the ITAM

VETERANS - VA'S program of citizen volunteer participation

in the care and. treatment of our country's veteran - patients.

The effective functionind of our volunteer program is depend-

ent in large measure on the interest and ability of you as a

VAVS Representative. You who represent the I= VETERANS

will be working and planning with the VA staff in a joint

effort to benefit the veteran - patients. Similiarly, the

effectiveness of the VAVS program as a mutual endeavor is

in direct proportion to the leadership ability of you as an

individual and dedicated VAVS Representative.

NATIONAL VAVS DIRECTOR

- 1 -
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VAVS NATIONAL ADVISORY COMIITTEE 

Origins of national organization involvement in the nation-

wide management of VAVS were, of course, at its inception.

Prom six to sixteen organizations in its first year, VAVS hab

traditionally maintained operational ties with those organ-

izations significantly involved in VAVS programs.

Currently, local branches or affiliates of a national organ-

ization must be involved actively in about one-fourth, or 45

(26%) of all VAVS programs (there are 172 hospitals). Upon

reaching the forty-five hospital involvement level, an organ-

ization is eligible for membership on the National Advisory

Committee.

There are currently forty-five organizations on the VAVS

National Advisory Committee. Chsracteristics of the current

National Advisory Committee include the following..t,

* A total of 3,632 Representatives, and at least twice as

many Deputy Representatives, of National Advisory Com-

mittee organizations are members of local VAVS Advisory

Committees. -- 3,632 community service projects for

veterans are operated by the national committee groups.

* Two-thirds of the organizations are veterans organizations.

* Organizations with their auxiliaries listed as separate

organizations comprise 535 of the total committee.

* One-third of the members are currently below the 45
hospital involvement level for committee membership.

* Thirty-eight of the organizations are involved in 100 or

more hospitals each.

* Women's organizations comprise 49% of the membership.

* Grandfather clause is operative once an organization -

attains full committee membership.

71-058 0 - 81 - 4
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The VAVS National Advisory Committee meets on an annual basis,
and has met for thirty-one consecutive years in national
assembly. It obtains the latest information on VAVS and on
medical progress, and provides advice and recommendations to
the VA Department of Medicine and Surgery, at its annual meet-
ings.

National committee organization Representatives and Deputy Rep-
resentatives are the directors of their respective organization's
national VLVS program.

On May 31, 1978 Max Cleland, Aftinistrator of Veterans Affairs
signed a statement of acceptance wherein he accepted the
Volunteer Development Project Report submitted to him, as the
planning document for the future development of Veterans Admin-
istration Voluntary Service. The following recommendation is
included in this report.

Recommendation 14 - That Associate Membership be made available 
to the VAVS National Advisory Committee for those organizations 
involved in twenty to forty-four VA hospitals. 

Justification: Of the forty-five members now on the National
Advisory Committee, fifteen or one-third are below the level of
involvement in VA hospitals required for committee membership.
The grandfather clause assures membership even if participation
falls below the involvement requirement, and this report supports
this clause fully. However, it is contradictory for an org4n-
ization striving for membership to be more involved in VAVS than
an organization which is on the committee. Further, there is no
incentive pay-off for smaller groups working toward full member-
ship. While a level of involvement requirement should be main-
tained -- only Groups involved "nationally" should have national
level input, at the same time input of and support for organ-
izations working on behalf of VAVS should be made available.

3 --
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Characteristics: Associate membership would be made available

for any community organization which was involved with not less

than twenty or not more than forty-four hospital VAVS programs

(with representation on the local Advisory Committees).

Associate membership whuld include: (1) input from the floor

at national meetings, but non-voting status; (2) non-eligitility

for committee and sub-committee chairmanships, but eligibility to

serve on committees as members; (3) active membership in at least

twenty hospitals with no grandfather clause; (4) associate members

would receive all mailings and information from VAVS afforded to

full members.
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rATIolL VAVS DIRECTOR 

The National VAVS Director shall be the Kation,a Authorized

Certifying Official whose job is to certify the names of the

organization's Medical Centers VAVS Representatives and Deputy

VAVS Representatives to VA Medical Centers. The Rational Com-

mander shall certify the name of the National VAVS Director to

the Director of the Voluntary Service Staff, VA Central Office,

Washington, D. C. who in turn informs all VA Medical Centers.

VA Medical Centers are authorized to accept Committee Certific-

ations from ONLY the organizations National Authorized Cer-

tifying Officer.

DEPART:ENT VAVS DIRECTOR 

The Department VAVS Directors shall promote the VAVS programs

throughout their respective Departments. They shall coordinate

these programs with their counterpart in the Ladies Auxiliary.

They shall recommend to the Department Commander, for VAVS

appointments, Comrades, with a sincere interest in the Welfare

of the Hospitalized Veteran. (Qualifications - Page9 )

rmnicAI CENTER VAVS REPRESENTATIVE 

The Medical Center VAVS Representatives are the official repre-

sentatives to the Medical Center in all aspects of the organ-

ization's participation in the volunteer program. They speak for

the organization, advising with Medical Center management and

staff (1) on the participation of the organization in the program

and (2) on the planning for and coordination of community vol-

unteer services in the Medical Centers programs with and for

patients. In addition, they have the responsibility of in-

terpreting to the organization the Medical Centers' needs for

volunteer services and for recruiting volunteers from the organ-

ization's membership in accordance with the Medical Centers'

needs for volunteer assistance.

- 5 -
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DEPUTY MEDICAL CENTER VAVS REPRESENTAT1V.t.S 

The Deputy Medical Center VAVS Representatives are full working

partners of the VAVS Representatives. In addition, they act for

the VAVS Representative in the latters absence. As full working

partners, the Deputies (1) attend all meetings of the VAVS Com—

mittee, (2) participate in the Committee discussions, and (3)

serve on subcommittees as requested by the Chairperson of the

Committee. They do not have a vote on the Committee, unless

acting for and in the absence of the VAVS Representative, who

has the vote.
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RESPOrSIBIIITIES OF DEPARTMENT COLTATDERS 

1 - Recommend appointment of qualified interested members who

can attend Committee meetings with reasonable regularity

as ITAM Representatives and Deputy Representatives on

Kedical Center VAVS Committees.

2 - Insure reasonably regular attendance of Connittee Repre-

sentatives and Deputy Representatives and vigorous and

effective action by such Representatives in recruiting

volunteers, furnishing items and providing volunteer ser-

vices in accordance with patient and member needs as in-

dicated by VA officials.

3 - Promote participation of officers and members of ITAM in
the VAVS program.

4 - Insure the orientation of Department and Post officials,
including both elected and appointed officials, in the

purpose of VA Voluntary Service in the care and treatment

of patients and the role that the men of ITAM can play in

this important program.

5 - Include a session on hospital volunteer work at Department
Conventions.

6 - Include reference to the hospital volunteer program and the

role of ITAY in addresses and publications.

7 - On visits to VA Medical Centers, (a) insure that the ITAM
VAVS Representatives and Deputy Representatives are present

and (b) discuss I2A1-: participation in the Medical Center

volunteer . program with 'Vic Medical Center Director.

- Insure that Post ConTlanders are informed of the names of

their V.LVS Representatives and Deputy Representatives and

are encouraged to give these Representatives their full

suport.

-7-
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VAVS NIMICAL CENTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Membership of the VAVS Medical Center Advisory Committee will be
composed of an ITAM Representative and on the basis of demon-
strated need, up to three ITM,1" Deputy Representatives. The 'TAM
VAVS Representative is an important member of the Medical Center
VAVS Committee. As such, he is looked to by the VA staff and his
fellow Committee members to advise them about the most effective
use of our organization's volunteer resources. In addition, his
counsel and advice are sought on ways and means to improve the
utilization of all community volunteer resources on behalf of
hospitalized veterans.

Prom the point of view of the VA management and staff and of the
other member organizations on the VAVS Committee our ITAM Repre-
sentative is the ITAM VETERANS. Thus, we want to insure that
the man we select to represent us provides the highest caliber of
effective representation for our organization.

The VAVS Committee is an integral part of the VA Voluntary Service
Plan. The Committee members advise - and, in turn, are advised by
VA Medical Center staff in all aspects of the volunteer program.
Our ITAM - VAVS Representatives, as a member of this important
committee, have a key role in assisting in the administration of
the Medical Center's community volunteer participation program.
He is a very special kind of volunteer: an administrative vol-
unteer. His job is two-fold: (1) to provide leadership within the
ITAM VETERANS to assure that our organization carries its respon-
sibilities in the program, and (2) to provide leadership as a com-
mittee member to assure that his VA Medical Center has an effective
and purposeful program of citizen volunteer participation.

_
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QUALIFICATIONS FOR A MEDICAL CENTER VAVS REPRESENTATIVE

To the Medical Centers staff and to the representatives on

the VAVS Committee from other organizations, our VAVS Rep-

resentative is our organization. These individuals will

judge the caliber of our organization by the caliber of our

VAVS Representative.

The VAVS Representative must:

* Have a sincere interest in the welfare of the patients

and a desire to be of help.

* Be able to cooperate with members of his/her own organ-

ization, with fellow representatives from the other

organizations on the VAVS Committee, and with VA staff

to the end that the best interests of the patients are

served.

* Be a leader in his/her own organization and have the or-

ganization's full support and respect. Must be able to

organize, promote, and coordinate the program within the

organization and recruit volunteers to serve as needed in

the Medical Centers programs.

* Be able to attend committee meetings regularly. Regular

attendance cannot be expected from a representative who

does not live within commuting distance of the Medical

Center.

* Know the purposes, policies, operating procedures, re-

sources, and capabilities of the organization; and be able

to interpret them to VA staff and to fellow representatives

on the committee.

* Be able to interpret to the organization the purpose of VA

Voluntary Service and the role of the organization and its

members in helping to carry out that purpose.

Have sufficient time to devote to committee work. Even the

most capable representative cannot do an effective job with-

out sufficient time.
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* Be recognized by the organization as its liaison with the

ILedical Center in all aspects of the VAVS program. Whether

there is only one local unit of the organization serving in

the Medical Center, or whether there are several units serv-

ing, the VAVS Representative represents all the organization's

units serving that Medical Center.

APPOINTLTNT OF ITAM VAVS =MCAT., CENTER REPRESENTATIVES 

1 - Department Commanders or their designates will recommend

to the National ITAM Certifying Officer members for ap-

pointment as VAVS Representatives and Deputy, Represent-

atives.

2 - Appointments will be for two years. Effective October 1,

1979 all existing appointments will be recertified for

two years until September 30, 1981. The recertification

will be done with the approval of the Department Commander.

An exception will be interim appointments necessitated by

resignation, death or other cause. In those instances,

the period of appointment will be for the balance of time

remaining in the original appointment. Effective October

1, 1981, Representatives who have served in that assign-

ment for four years or more with a 75 percent cumulative

attendance record at Advisory Committee meetings may be

appointed indefinitely upon the recommendation of the

Department Commander.

3 - The Department Commander or Department Adjutant will no-

tify the Nationally Authorized Certifying Official of the

Representatives' and Deputy Representatives' name, home

address if different from mailing address, ITAM Post num-

ber, the Medical Center or domiciliary to which assigned

and the location.

4 - Appointments will be certified by the National VAVS Director

as the Nationally Authorized Certifying Official for ITAM

by notification to the Director of the VA Medical Center or

- 10 -
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Domiciliary with dates of appointment and termination.
Copies of each appointment certification will be furnished
ITAld Department Officers, Representatives and Deputy Repre-
sentatives.

5 - Identification card for ITAM VAN'S Representatives and Deputy
Reprasentatives will be furnished each 'TAU VAVS Committee
member.

6 - No ITAL: Representative or Deputy Representative will be
eligible to represent more than one organization on the VAVS
Advisory Committee, nor will he be eligible to serve on more
than one station MS Advisory Committee.

REPORTS

VAVS Representatives shall submit a semi-annual report to their
respective Department VAVS Directors.

Department VAVS Directors shall submit an annual consolidated
Department report to their annual Department Convention. This
report must also be sent to the National VAVS Director at least
30 days prior to the annual National Convention.

National VAVS Director shall submit an annual consolidated re-
port to the annual National Convention. A copy of this report
is also to be sent to the Director of Voluntary Service, VA
Central Office, Washington, D. C.
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RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES OF ITAM

VAVS MEDICAL CENTER RE2RES=TATIVES 

ITAM VAVS Representatives will be responsible for the following

functions in the VAVS program:

1 - Coordination of the volunteer resources of ITAM and all aspects

of ITAM's participation in the program with the Chief of Vol-

untary Service;

2 - Dissemination and interpretation of VAVS information, policies

and procedures to officials and members of ITAM and inter-

pretation of policies and procedures as related to VA Voluntary

Service to the Committee and VA staff members;

3 - Active representation of ITAM at VAVS Committee meetings throu.ji, 
their own participation and that of their Deputy Representatives;

4 - Participation on sub-committees and study groups of VAVS Com-

mittees for the purpose of making special studies and recom-

mendations to Improve volunteer service to patients;

5 - Discussion and evaluation of VA Voluntary Service and partic-

ipation of ITAM in it;

6 - Department Commanders should exercise extreMe caution in select-

ion of appointment of VAVS Representatives. VAVS policy requires

that if an organization is not represented at three consecutive

regularly scheduled meetings that the names of the Representative

and Deputy and their organization will be eliminated from the

rolls of the VAVS Advisory Committee.

Where more than one Post is assisting in VA Voluntary Service,

our officially certified VAVS Representative will serve as the

ITAM Representative on the VAVS Committee and will coordinate

the volunteer services of all Posts serving the hospital. Each

Post should appoint a hospital chairman to work with our "

officially certified VAVS Representative and Deputy Representatives.

- 12 -
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RECRUIM-L'IT OF VOLUTTTEMS 

1 — VAVS Representatives are responsible for all ITAM participation
in the VAVS Program at field stations, including contributions,
participation of volunteers and entertainment programs.

2 — Initiative and imagination should be used in recruiting vol—
unteers. The following recruitment aids should be utilized to
the maximum possible extent:

(a) Solicitation through Post Cormf=nders and Post hospital
chairmen;

(b) Personal participation by ITAM VAVS Representatives and
Medical Center staff in Post meetings to furnish information
about needs of patients and domiciliary members in nearby
facilities and to encourage appropriate participation and
contributions as volunteers;

(c) The VA—produced VAVS film "It Could Be for You" projects a
variety of adult volunteer assignments both within the
Medical Center and in community settings. (Premiered at
at the 1975 Annual Meeting of the VAVS National Advisory
Connittee, it may be secured on a loan basis by contacting
the Chief of Voluntary Service at any field station.
Another outstanding film on the high school youth volunteer,
"Toclay and Tomorrow", is available from the some source.)

(d) Panel presentation by selected hospital staff members with
ITAM VAVS Representatives serving as moderator and with
questions from the floor at Post meetings;

Talk by hospital director or chief of staff at Post meetings
about new approaches in VA medical care and treatment, in—
cluding need for volunteer service by men of ITAM;
hospital open house day;

Morrpital tour for members of ITAK;

Appeals to those who have had relatives or friends in VA
Medical Centers; and

Sponsorship of volunteers not eligible for ITAM membership
should be encouraged.

(f)
(s)
(h)

(1)

— 13 —
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ASSIGN=T VCIUNTEER:.-',

Volunteers are assigned in accordance with needs of the using

service of the field stations con:;erned and individual interests

and abilities of the volunteers themselves.

ORIENTATION AND TRAINING OF VOLUNTEERS 

each volunteer will be given a general orientation course by the

Veterans Adninistration prior to assignment. Special specific

training prior to initial performance of his assignment will be

given by the using service concerned. On-the-job training con-

tinues throughout the period of each volunteer's participation.

Volunteers who agree to serve on an approved regularly scheduled

assignment will be officially authorized to serve on a "without

compensation" basis as regularly scheduled volunteers by the VA.

Therefore, volunteers are considered employees of the VA and in

the event of injury during the course of their assigned duties,

they are eligible for compensation benefits and authorized medical

services as set forth in VA directives.

- 14 -
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VA AWARDS 

Awards for Hours of Service. The following awards will be

issued to RS volunteers who have satisfactorily completed

prescribed VA orientation and served the required number of

hours:

Certificate of Appreciation - 100 hours of service. The 10

hours of probationary service given to meet the requirements

to become an RS volunteer will be counted toward this award.

Certificate of Merit - 300 hours of service.

Certificate of Outstanding Service - 500 hours of service.

Certificate of Devotion to Volunteer Duty - 1,000 hours of

service.

Certificate for hours and years of service.

VA Bronze Pin - 1,750 hours of service.

VA Silver Pin - 2,500 hours of service.

VA Gold Pin - 5,000 hours of service.

VA Plaque, "Dedicated Service Award" - 7,5000 hours of service.

VA Silver Bowl, "Honor Award" - 10,000 hours of service.

VAVS Golden Medallion, "Exceptional Honor Award" - 15,000 hours

of service.

All volunteers who have earned the 10,000 hour Honor Award will

be credited with 100 additional hours toward the VAVS Golden

Medallion for each year they served as an RS volunteer since the

inception of the VAVS program in 1946.

VA Silver Tray, "James H. Parke Achievement Award" - 20,000 hours

of service.

Youth Volunteer Pin - 50 hours of service.

Award for Exceptional or Continued Outstanding Service.

Certificate of Recognition (VAVS) will be issued by station dir-

ectors on a highly selective basis to qualified individuals and

organizations in recognition of exceptional or continued out-

standing service to patients through VA Voluntary Service.

- 15 -
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Award for Excellence in Leadership by VAVS Representatives.
Special recognition will be given VAVS Representatives and
Deputy Representatives on station VAVS Committees who show
outstanding leadership in bringing forward the resources of
their organization to meet the needs of patients and members.
At such time as a Representative becomes eligible for the com-
mendation, he will be given the "VAVS Leadership Award" pin and
the "Commendation for Excellence in Leadership by VAVS Repre-
sentatives". The pin will be awarded only once. The certificate
will be awarded each time the representative meets the criteria
for the award.

ITAr AWARDS 

Appropiate Certificate, Pin and Plaque Awards shall be presented
by the Italian American War Veterans of the United States, Incor-
porated in accordance with the following schedule of total hours
of participation as a volunteer.

100 Hour Certificate

300 Hour- Pin and Certificate

500 Hour Pin and Certificate

1,000 Hour Pin and Certificate

1,500 Hour Pin and Certificate

2,000 Hour Pin and Certificate

2,500 Hour Pin and Certificate

5,000 Hour Exceptional Service Award

* Additional awards to be added if and when needed.
** Hours served prior to October 1, 1979 will be credited towards

above awards upon verification from the Chief of Voluntary
Service of the Medicgl Center serviced. Credit deadline for
hours served prior to October 1, 1979 is September 30, 1980.

— 16 —
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ITAM - VAVS LAPEL PINS 

Hospital Service Pins will be awarded by the Italian American

War Veterans of the United States, Incorporated to members

serving in the Veterans Administration Medical Center Volunteer

Program in recognition of service rendered. These pins will be

a gift of the National Organization and in order to qualify for

a pin, the member must meet the following requirements.

1 - Be an ITAM member in good standing performing a

volunteer service recognized as necessary in a

Veterans Aftinistration Medical Center.

2 - Such volunteer service must be under the sponsor-

ship of the Italian American War Veterans of the

United States, Incorporated.

3 - Volunteer service rendered under sponsorship of

aAy other organization is not reccgnized for this

purpose.

4 - A minimum of 150 hours must be served.

5 - Only one pin will be furnished ertkch volunteer.

6 - Procedure for securing pins. Using form supplied

by the National VAVS Director, the ITAM VAVS Repre-

sentative should obtain the number of hours served

by the ITAM Volunteer from the Chief Voluntary Service

or other official of the concerned VA facility and

forward to the Department VAVS Director with the name,

address and ITAM Post number of the member who meets

the above requirements. The Department VAVS Director

should approve the request and forward it to the

National VAVS Director.

- 17-



69

3talian American IN ar Illeterano
ZIa%  

OF THE UNITED STATES, INCORPORATED

rfv

National V.A.V.S. Director

Robert N. Dardano, Sr. PNC

218 Sunset Street
Rochester, New York 14606

716-254-9011

MONTHLY

VAVS REPRESENTATIVE REPORT

FROM:  VAVS REPRESENTATIVE

 VA MEDICAL CENTER

TO:  VAVS DIRECTOR

DEPARTMENT OF 

 19 
(MONTH)

TOTAL AFFAIRS HELD DURING MONTH 

TOTAL VALUE OF AFFAIRS 

TOTAL NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS 

TOTAL HOURS CREDITED TO ITAM VETERANS 

TOTAL VALUE OF DONATIONS 
(DO NOT INCLUDE COST OF AFFAIRS)

VA MEDICAL CENTER VAVS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 

ITAM VETERANS REPRESENTED BY 

NO MEETING HELD THIS MONTH 

DATE: SIGNED: 

71-058 0 - 81 - 2



TO:

70

3Jtalian American ar Ileterano
OF THE UNITED STATES, INCORPORATED

National VANS. Director
Robert N. Darden°, Sr. PNC
218 Sunset Street
Rochester, New York 14606
716-2544011

ANNUAL

VAVS REPRESENTATIVE REPORT

FROM: VAVS REPRESENTATIVE

VA MEDICAL CENTER

VAVS DIRECTOR

DEPARTMENT OF 

19 19  ADMINISTRATION

TOTAL AFFAIRS HELD DURING YEAR 
TOTAL VALUE OF AFFAIRS 
TOTAL NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS 
TOTAL HOURS CREDITED TO ITAM VETERANS 
TOTAL VALUE OF DONATIONS 

(DO NOT INCLUDE COST OF AFFAIRS)

TOTAL NUMBER VA MEDICAL CENTER VAVS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETINGS
HELD DURING YEAR 

ITAM VETERANS REPRESENTED AT 
(NUMBER OF MEETINGS)

TOTAL NUMBER VA SERVICE AWARDS RECEIVED BY ITAM VETERAN VOLUNTEERS

(LIST NAMES, ADDRESSES AND TYPE OF AWARDS RECEIVED ON ATTACHEDSHEET)

DATE: SIGNED: 
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V A SERVICE AWARDS RECEIVED

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

VA MEDICAL CENTER 

AWARD RECEIVED 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

VA MEDICAL CENTER 

AWARD RECEIVED 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

VA MEDICAL CENTER 

AWARD RECEIVED 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

VA MEDICAL CENTER 

AWARD RECEIVED 
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ITALIAN AMERICAN WAR V

NAME

iTER.03
of the UNITED STATES,Incorporated

Notice Of Donation
Donation By

ADDRESS

CITY

NAME

ADDRESS

STATE

• Delivered By

ZIP

CITY

NAME

STATE

Received By

ZIP

VA Medical Center
LOCATION

TotaJ Value
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LETTERS

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
27 WEST MAIN STREET

NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT 06051

WILLIAM J. McNAMARA 
PAUL S VAYER

Mayor 
Executive Aide

November 19, 1980

Senator John H. Chafee
301 John 0. Pastore
Federal Building
Kennedy Plaza
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Senator Chafee:

The City of New Britain has been privileged and honored 
to count among

its important community organizations the Bernardino-Bada
lato Post #2

of the Italian American War Veterans of the United States.

The efforts of this organization to our City have been s
ubstantial and

have contributed significantly to the betterment of our 
community life.

I was, therefore, especially pleased and gratified to hea
r of your

successful efforts toward the grant of a federal charter to 
the Italian

American War Veterans of the United States.

Your initiative and concern in regard to this organizatio
n are certainly

to be commended and are certainly a very favorable refle
ction in the

people of Rhode Island. Their selection of such a responsive and

dedicated Senator is to be applauded.

On behalf of the people and the City of New Britain I wi
sh to congratulate

you and express our community's appreciation for y
our efforts.

Sincerely yours,

William J. McNamara

WJM:rsp

0•I

‘..c2.111‘,171P-o 42,i--4-e-e-te
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OFFICE OF:
NATIONAL COMMANDER

Mo "91 5 df..6.4 pod 4 —, ,,m4,..da, 9 will m31 ill 4

NATIONAL SERVICE and LEGISLATIVE HEADQUARTERS
807 MAINE AVENUE, S.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024

(202) 554-3501

November 19, 1980

Honorable Dennis DeConcini
3230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator DeConcini:

This letter is in reference to S. 2542, a bill introduced onApril 3 of this year by Senator John H. Chafee, which has as itspurpose the incorporation of the Italian American War Veterans ofthe United States of America.

On behalf of the 670,000 members of the Disabled AmericanVeterans, I wish to inform you that our organization supportsCongressional passage of S. 2542.

Formed in 1932 as a nonprofit service organization, theItalian American War Veterans has drawn most of its membershipfrom.those former U. S. servicemen and women with Italian
heritage. However, membership in the Italian American WarVeterans is open to any American citizen, regardless of race,religion or national origin, who is honorably discharged from theArmed Forces of the United States.

Though it is true that those eligible for membership in theItalian American War Veterans also have membership eligibility inother service organizations, we believe the granting of a federalcharter to such an organization of honorably discharged veteransto be unquestionably meritorious.

In addition to stimulating organizational growth andviability, federal incorporation would greatly enhance the abilityof the Italian American War Veterans to carry on their currentprograms of charitable, educational, patriotic and civic purpose.This organization, I am sure, carries the potential to makevaluable contributions to American society as a whole, in additionto the many services it will offer to its present and futuremembership.
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The DAV urges the speedy and favorable consideration of
S. 2542 by you and your colleagues of the Judiciary Committee.
I also respectfully request that this letter be incorporated as a
part of the Committee's hearing record on this most important
legislation.

Sincerely yours,

STAN PEALER
National Commander

SP:lrd

cc: Senate Judiciary Committee
James Cuzzone, Nat'l. Commander

Italian American War Veterans
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CONGRESSIONALLY CHARTERED - OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED AS THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE WAR-TIME DISABLED

COONLEY-NOJAIM MEMORIAL CHAPTER NO. 30

'flISABLEDiAMERIGANWE1ERAN
POST OFFICE BOX 661

SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13201

oct. 26, 80

Honorable Senator John Chafee
Senate House Bldg.,
Wash. D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Chafee:

I would like to take this opportunity to commend you for introducing a bill to
grant the Italian American War Veterans of the U.S. a federal charter. This
grant was long over-due as the American Italian War Veterans have established
themselves as strong at heart in battle, but as most italians as good at heart
and compassion for others.

I am not a member of the Italian American War Vets' organization. However, I
am very active in the DAV and have worked very closely with the IAWV in this area
in regard to mutual interests regarding the hospitalized veterans at the VA Medical
Center in Syracuse, NY. They have been more than cooperative in all our endeavors
to promote and assist those comrades less fortunate than us. If that was not enough,
they are also interested and have proven? emselves in the general welfare of the
community at large in every respect.

I'm sure that you will press for early consideration of the bill and we congratu-
late you for your efforts in seeing it come to pass as soon as possible.

Our hats are off to you and with every best wish and good health. -

y sincerely yours

cc: Comd'r Wm Epolito, IAWV, Syracuse, NY

adS'

( J seph C. Barone
djutant, DAV, Chapter #30
Syracuse, NY
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Executive Chamber, City of Providence, Rhode Island

Vincent A. Cianci, Jr.
MAYOR

November 18, 1980

The Honorable Dennis DeConcini
4104 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator DeConcini:

I am proud to recommend to you for a Federal Charter,
the Italian-American War Veteran organization of this nation
which is composed of outstanding veterans of the various
international wars which this country has had to engage in
during past years. As a member of this fine organization,
I have joined with my comrades in a host of philanthropic,
educational, and community service projects which have en-
hanced the ,quality of life of many of our fellow citizens,
and added a great measure of cooperative effort to solve the
myriad problems that confront us in our society.

Whether it has been in commemorating the sacrifices of
fallen comrades, or offering succour and support to their
families, or to those sorely in need, the Italian-American
War Veterans have always been ready to answer the call of
service. Indeed, here in Rhode Island and in neighboring
New England states their singular contribution to educational,
medical, and social service programs have been frequently
honored for the breadth of their involvement and for the un-
wavering commitment to successful completion of each of the
tasks that they have elected to perform. I am most confident
that the citizens of Rhode Island join with me in this com-
mendation and in urging your committee to do all in its power
to support their application for a federal charter, and I
urge you to offer your full consideration to their application.

Sincerely,

•

VINCENT A. CIANCI, JR.
Mayor of Providence

VAC
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 02133

SALVATORE P. CIMINO

10-ris WORCESTER DISTRICT

86 HIGHLAND STREET

MILFORD. MA 01757

TE, 473-4151

November 19, 1980

The Honorable John H. Chafee
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Chafee:

Committees on

Los& Affairs

Education

ROOM 134. STATE HOUSE
TEL. 727-2400

I am writing to you in reference to S-2542 regarding the granting
of a federal charter of the Italian-American War Veterans of the
United States.

In my capacity as State Representative from the Tenth Worcester
District and as a member of the Italian-American Veterans, I am well
aware of the work that this organization has done, in visitation to
veteran's hospitals, service to the community, helping people in need
in all ways that are humanly possible.

It is with great pleasure that I ask your help in the granting
of this federal chapter.

If I may be of futher assistance to you, please do not hesitate
to contact me at my home or my office.

S' cerely
)

SALVATORE P. CIMINO
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

ceh
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

Department of Social and Rehabilitative Services
RHODE ISLAND VETERANS HOME

Metacom Avenue
Bristol, Rhode Island 02809

November 18, 1980

Honorable John H. Chafee
United States Senator
3103 Dirksen Boulevard
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Chafee:

It is with great pleasure that I offer my complete support

for the successful enactment of Senate Bill 2542 which

would provide a Federal Charter for the Italian American

War Veterans of the United States.

As Chief of the State Office of Veterans Affairs and

Commandant of the Rhode Island Veterans' Home, I have
witnessed first hand the extensive rehabilitation work and

community services provided by the ITAM VETS to thousands
of Rhode Island citizens. Particularly impressive is their

rehabilitation program provided to assist disabled veterans

at the VA Hospital in Providence and the Rhode Island
Veterans' Home in Bristol.

The ITAM VETS participate in many state and local patriotic

programs involving parade exercises, particularly on Memorial

Day, Veterans Day, July Fourth, to name a few. A special
youth oratorical contest is conducted eacy year inviting all

high school students to participate. Scholarships and
Savings Bonds are presented to the winners who are honored

at the Convention Banquet in June.

I am sure you will agree with me that the ITAM VETS practice

actively the principles and purposes of the preamble on which

they were founded and fully deserve to be Federally Chartered.

Your continued and active support for the enactment of

Senate Bill 2542 is most appreciated.

Sind rely,

LA is P. Alf n , Jr.
Commandant,

LPA :j bf
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MEI LI
western union Telegram
IPmPOwT HSA
4.0220298324 11/19/80
ICS IPmMTZZ CSP
6175238418 TEM! BOSTON MA 25 11.19 0102P EST

PmS SENATOR JOHN H CHAFFEE

CAPITOL ONE DC

URGE YOUR SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 2542. VITAL TO FUTURE OF ITALIAN
AMERICAN wAR VETERANS ACROSS THE COUNTRY MASSACHUSETTS ITALIAN
AMERICAN VETERANS IN STRONG SUPPORT
STATE SENATOR LOUIS P BERTONAllI

13:03 EST

IPmpowT HsA
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POST 1297, NORTH SYRACUSE AMERICAN LEGION

Post Office Box 173 . North Syracuse, N. Y. 13212

The Honorable JOHN H. CHAFEE
United States Senate
Washington DC 20510

Dear Mr. Senator:

November 12, 1980

I endorse the application of the Italian-American War Veterans for re-

cognition and Congressional approval to be chartered as a recognised veterans

organization.

As a retired Armed Forces veteran (over twenty years service); fast Post

Commander of the North Syracuse American Legion Post 11297; Past Cheminot

4 Fifth .:District La Soceite Forty and Eight, Grand Voiture de New York; and

presently serving in officer capacities of three veteran organizations, I am

familiar with the requirements and accomplishments needed to be a truly vet-

erans organization.

The Italian-American War Veterans organization fulfills all of the fac-

ets of service to God, Country, veterans, children of veterans, and more.

Among their many programs, in which many members, personally known to me,

which are provided in the Syracuse area include: a once-the-month spaghetti

dinner at the Syracuse Veterans Medical Facility, also a Christmas gift don-

ation for friends and relative of hospitalized veterans, a bi-monthly Bingo

game, Christmas, Easter, and selected other special days at the VA facility.

The local unit sponsors a complete baseball team in the Syracuse Conference

of Little League Baseball; participates in all Memorial Services to our d
e-

parted comrades, active in parades and other observances of national impo
r-

tance pertaining to our great nation.The local unit gives strong support 
to

the local United Way Fund Campaign, supports area Boy Scouts (purchas
ed and

donated ten tents to the Nedrow Troop, Onondaga Indian Reservation), main
-

tains, decorates, holds services in one of the many fine parks in Syr
acuse.

Although it may be considered an ethenic group, they are true America
ns,

and should be given every consideration possible for their ef
forts to es-

tablish themselves as a truly American style Veterans Organizatio
n.

I wholeheartedly endoree their application for a Federal Char
ter.

Respectfully,

AUL B. NEUMAN, Past Cmdr.
102 High Street
Syracuse NY 13208
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C. August Taddeo

MAYOR

John Otmaskin

CLERK

George N. Guerine

VILLAGE ATTORNEY

TRUSTEES

Pat Custardo

Alex J. Dobro

Fred Kuhlman

Joseph D. Naples

Donald Oldenburg

Donald Provenzano

VILLAGE OF MELROSE PARK

November 18, 1980

The Honorable John H. Chafee
United States Senator
3103 Dirksen Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Chafes:

May we extend our personal congratulations for the
efforts you have expended on behalf of the Italian
American War Veterans of the United States, Inc.,
concerning the passage of Senate Bill S-2542 which
would grant them a Federal Charter.

We have been informed that you were successful in
obtaining the 40 Co-sponsors required, before the
Judiciary Committee would consider this matter.

We, in Illinois have long been aware of the charity
and community service provided by the Italian American
War Veterans for nearly half a century. Their voluntary
service through the various Veterans Administration
hospitals within our community, has been multitudinous
and always appreciated by the recipients of their
generosity.

May we wish you, and the ITAM Vets, every success in
achieving this federal recognition, long past due.

Respectfully,

/dcktD
C. Augu t Taddeo
Mayor

706 18TH AVE. MELROSE PARK, ILLINOIS 60160 312-343-4000
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enonbaga emortat etiapter 400

Atittarp ether of tbe Purple liyart
Purple Heart created August 7, 1782 at Newburgh, N.Y.

by Gen. George Washington's Order

CHARTERED BY CONGRESS

276 BRIGGS ST., SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13208

"And let it be known that he who wears the Order of the Purple Heart, has suffered in the 
defense of his

homeland and shall forever be rewarded by his fellow countrymen". George Washington

November 17, 1980

To whom it may concern:

As a member of the Italian American War Veterans, Inc., I am directing this
correspondence to whomsoever may have jurisdiction to their application to be pro-
posed as a Nationally Chartered Organization by the Congress of the United States
of America.

The organization named herein, has, to the best of my knowledge, adhered to the

Preamble of its Constitution and By-Laws which incorporates the symbol of American
precepts and the advancement of help to all Veterans in their seeking fruition of
Veterans Benefits.

In their tasks, they have not only helped the Veteran, but, also, his widow; his
orphan or his dependent.

They have done this as intermediaries and as volunteers as intercedents via their
"big brother" organizations.

However, it is now their purpose to obtain accreditation, through the General
Counsel of the Veterans Administration, for members whom they may deem capable to
prepare, present and prosecute claims for the Veteran and or his interests before
the Adjudication Division of the Veterans Administration.

I strongly believe that they have these capabilities.

Since the close of WW II, I have known their organization to be active participants,
jointly with their Auxiliaries, in selflessly providing volunteer services to the
VAMC (In our area, they have covered, faithfully, the Syracuse, and Bath, N. Y.

facilities.). The same is true in other areas of our Nation wherein they maintain
Posts.

I am accredited by the Military Order of the Purple Heart of the United States, Inc.
and the American Ex-Prisoners of War, Inc. Should they be in need of my volunteer
services in direction and course of action, I stand ready to serve, the good Lord
willing.

I recommend, in deference to the credo of our great Nation, that their application
be looked upon as one that will do justice to the Veterans and/or their interests.

Sincerely yours in Patriotism,

eg /// 711-e-Lut-0

Anthony Newcomb Toscano, N.S.O.

VNATIONAL ORDER OF COMBAT WOUNDED VETERANS,

(
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