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LAND AUTHORITY AND TRUST LANDS FOR THE 
RAMAH BAND OF THE NAVAJO TRIBE

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1979

U.S. Senate,
S el ec t C om mit te e on  I ndia n  A ff air s,

W’a&hington, D.G.
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., in room 1202, 

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Senator John Melcher (chairman of 
the committee) presiding.

Prese nt: Senators Melcher and Cohen.
Also pres ent : Senator Domenici.
Staff present: Max Richtman, staff director; Virginia Boylan, staff 

atto rne y; and Michael Cox, minority  counsel.
Senator Melcher. The committee will come to order.
The committee is meeting to consider two bills referred to the com­

mittee involving Indian lands in Arizona and New Mexico.
S. 1832, introduced by Senator Domenici, is the first bill we will 

consider this morning. Its  purpose is to allow’ the Secretary of the 
Interior the discretion to place lands adjoining Ind ian reservations 
in Arizona and New Mexico in trus t status. This w’ould avoid the 
necessity of congressional action on each proposed trans fer.

A 1918 law7 seems to prohibit such transfers in Arizona and New 
Mexico w’ithout an act of Congress.

Senator  Domenici also sponsored the second bill under considera­
tion this morning, S. 1730, which would tr ansfer 21 sections of land 
into t rus t for the Ramah Band of the Navajo Nation. These lands are 
located entirely within the Ramah Reservation in New7 Mexico and 
are now being administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs for the 
Ramah Band. They were placed in this admin istrative status by a 
1960 public land order tha t was issued in anticipation of legislation 
to transfer these lands to trus t status.

I now place in the record copies of these two bills.
[S. 1832 and S. 1730 follow:]

(1)
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96th CONGRESS Q  1 O O O  
1st Session Q *  XO OfcS

To extend  the authority  of th e Sec reta ry of the Int erior to declare and  proclaim 
land to be Ind ian reservation land.

IN THE SEN ATE  OF TH E UN ITE D STA TES
Sep te m ber  28 (legis lative  day,  J un e 21), 1979 

Mr. Dom en ici introduced the  following bill; which was read  twice  and  refe rred  to 
the  Committee on Ind ian Affairs

A BILL
To extend the authority of the Secre tary of the Inte rior  to 
declare and proclaim land to be Indian reserva tion land.

1 Be it enacted by the Sena te and House of Representa-

2 tives o f the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That notwithstanding the provisions of title 25 of the United

4 States Code, nor other sections of this title with respec t to

5 tribes within the limits of the State s of Arizona and New

6 Mexico, any land may be acquired and taken in the name of

7 the United States in trust for a  tribe so long as the acquired

8 land adjoins existing trust land, and the Secretary  of the In-

9 terior, in his discretion, may declare and proclaim it to be 
10 Indian  reservation land.
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ii

96th CONGRESS Q  1 * 7 0 / 1  
1st Session V/

To declare that title to certain lands in the State of New Mexico are held in trust 
by the United States  for the Ramah Band of the Navajo Tribe.

IN TH E SEN ATE  OF TH E UN ITE D STA TES
Sept em ber 10 (legislative day, J une 21), 1979 

Mr. Domenici introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to 
the Select Committee on Indian Affairs

A BILL
To declare tha t title to certain lands in the Sta te of New Mexico 

are held in trus t by the United States for the Ramah Band 
of the Navajo Tribe.

1 Be it enacted by the Sena te and House of Representa-

2 tines of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That on and after the date of the enactment of this Act, title

4 to the following described lands shall be held by the United

5 State s in trus t for the Ramah Band of the Navajo Tribe:

6 Township 7 north, range 15 west, New Mexico

7 principal meridian: sections 7, 19, and 31.

1 Township 7 north, range 16 west, New Mexico

2 * principal meridian: sections 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15,

3 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, and 35.
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Senator Melcher. On S. 1832, we will be hearing from the chairman of the All Indian Pueblo Council and from governors of several Pueblo tribes.
For S. 1730. we will be hearing from representatives of the  Ramah Band of Navajos and a representative of the Navajo Nation.The administra tion is represented this morning by Sidney Mills, Ralph Reeser, and David H arrison. They are our first witnesses, and the committee will be pleased to hear from them.Mr. Mills?

STATEMENT OF SIDNEY L. MILLS, ACTING DEPUTY COMMISSIONER,
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF THE  INTERIOR,
ACCOMPANIED BY DAVID HARRISON, ACTING DIRECTOR, OFFICE
OF TRUST RESPONSIBILITIES; AND RALPH REESER, DIRECTOR,
CONGRESSIONAL AND LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
Mr. Mills. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I am pleased to testify  in favor of the intended purpose of S. 1832.S. 1832 would provide tha t, “notwiths tanding the provisions of title  25 of the United States Code nor other sections of this title  with re­spect to tribes within the limits of the States of Arizona and New Mexico,” lands may be acquired and taken in tru st if  the lands adjoin existing trust land. It would also authorize the Secretary  to declare such lands to be “Indian reservation land.”
Legislation such as S. 1832 is being sought by Pueblo officials to remove obstacles to the addition to their  reservations of lands which the Pueblos acquire or reacquire within or adjacent to their reserva­tions. They justifiably feel that they are the subject of restrictions on such transactions  which are not applicable to the major ity of Indian tribes. Fur ther , our research indicates that the restriction may be inadvertent.
The act of May 25, 1918, included a provision which is codified in 25 U.S.C. 211 and state s:

Th at herea fte r no Ind ian  reservation shall be crea ted nor  sha ll any addi tions be made to one he retofore created, with in the limi ts of the Sta tes  of New Mexico and Arizona, except by Act of Congress.
Statements in the Congressional Record indicate that the purpose of the  provision was: (1) To prohibi t the placing of additional public lands into Indian reservation status by Executive action; and (2) to extend to New Mexico and Arizona protection which the sponsor mis­takenly  believed had previously been extended to other States.In fact, the uniform provisions were not  in effect until the enact­ment of the following provisions in 1919 and 1927: “Hereafter,  no public lands of the United States  shall be withdrawn by Executive order, proclamation, or otherwise for, or as, an Indian reservation except by Act of Congress.”—43 U.S.C. 150—and, “Changes in the boundaries of reservations created by Executive order, proclamation, or otherwise for the use and occupation of India ns shall not be made except by Act of Congress.”—25 U.S.C. 398d.
Thus, the original purpose of the special 1918 provision is now accomplished in a uniform manner by these general provisions in 43
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U.S.C. 150 and 25 U.S.C. 398d, leaving the 1918 provision applica­
ble only to tribes in New Mexico and Arizona.

Section 7 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934—25 
U.S.C. 467—however, now authorizes the Secretary  of the Inte rior  
“to proclaim new India n reservations on lands acquired pursuant  to 
any author ity conferred by this act, or to add such lands to existing 
reservations.” Section 5 of the act—25 U.S.C. 465—authorizes the 
Secretary to take land in trust  for Indian tribes and individual 
Indians.

For  many years, it has been our policy to accept lands in tru st in 
Arizona and New Mexico pursuant to section 5 of the 1934 act, but 
not to declare those lands a reservation under section 7 of tha t act. 
This policy was based on an interpretation tha t the 1918 provision 
bars the application  of section 7 in New Mexico and Arizona.

However, we have just completed, through our Solicitor’s office, a 
review of the relationship between the 1918 provision and section 7 
of the 1934 act. We conclude that  the 1918 provision is duplicative 
of the provisions of the 1919 and 1927 acts referred to above and is 
not a bar to the exercise o f the Secretary’s author ity under section 7 
of the 1934 act in New Mexico and Arizona with respect to land and 
tribes to which the 1934 act is applicable.

Sections 5 and 7 of the 1934 act currently apply to all the Pueblos 
and tribes in New Mexico and Arizona except the Jemez Pueblo and 
the Navajo Tribe which rejected the application of the act to them.

We have no objection to extending the provisions of those two 
sections to the Jemez Pueblo since they are seeking such au thority in 
S. 1832. We believe that  the Pueblos should be in the same position 
with respect to the addition of land to their reservations as a re the 
majority of other Indian tribes and thus see no need to restric t the 
current authority of the Secretary to cases in which the land involved 
is adjacent to reservations, as S. 1832 would provide. We do not sug­
gest, however, that  any language with respect to the Navajo Tribe 
be included in the bill. We believe that determination of this issue 
with respect to the Navajos should be made separately  a fter  consulta­
tion with the tribe.

Therefore, in order to eliminate the confusion caused by the dup li­
cative 1918 provisions and to permit all of the Pueblos to add any 
lands they acquire to their  reservations, we recommend th at the 1918 
provision be repealed ami that  the authorities of sections 5 and 7 
of the 1934 act be extended to the Jemez Pueblo.

This concludes my prepared statement, and I will be pleased to 
answer any questions the committee may have, Mr. Chairman.

Senator Melcher. Thank you very much, Mr. Mills.
1 want to remind you, and your assistants, that we have a hard time 

getting a report out of you. I do not think tha t should continue. Fo r 
instance, there seems to be a pattern of sending reports  very late. 
Often, it is the evening prior to a scheduled hearing or, in some cases, 
the very morning of the hearing.

We make an effort to request reports  very soon after bills are re­
ferred to the committee for consideration. We also send out notices 
of hearings as soon as they are scheduled. I will just give you an ex­
ample. A report on S. 1730 was requested on October 5, and the notice
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for today’s hearing was sent on October 31, yet the committee did not 
receive a report on the Department’s position until this very morning

I ha interferes with the committee because we think  we orndit to 
>ave Hie reports in our possession a t least 24 hours in advance of the 
u.u ing  so that we have a chance to look a t these reports and know 

the Depa rtments position before the very time we are going to have you here testifying. fe nave
I Have a series of questions tha t I am going to submit to you, Mr 

Aims, and ask tor your answers in writing, and will make them part ot the record later on. 1

Mr. Mills. Yes, sir.
Semitor Melcher. Without objection, they will appear in the rec­

ord at this point.
[The material follows:]
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JAN 0 8 1978 

RICT JAN: CISCO

U nited  S ta te s  D ep art m en t of th e In te ri o r
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20245

IN REPLY REFER TO:
Trust Services 
Acq. & Disp.
BCCO 6531

Honorable John Melcher 
Chairman, Se lec t Committee

on Ind ian  A ffa ir s  
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you fo r you r le tt e r  o f November 27, 1979, reques ting our response 
to ce rtai n questions  re la ting  to S. 1832 fo r in clus ion in  the hearing 
record . The respective questions  and answers fo llo w :

1. Do laws governing ad min is tra tiv e tra ns fe rs  o f land to tr u s t sta tus  
opera te d if fe re n tl y  with  respect to  tr ib es in  Arizona and New Mexico 
and tr ib es in  othe r sta tes?

Answer: For many years i t  has been our po lic y to accept lands in  tr u s t 
in  Arizona and New Mexico pursuant to  section  5 o f the Indian Reorgani­
zation Act o f June 18, 1934 (48 Stat . 984) , but not to dec lare those 
lands a res erva tion under section  7 of th at Act . This po lic y was based 
on the in te rp re ta tion  th a t the Act o f May 25, 1918 (40 Stat . 570) 
precluded the ap pl icat io n o f section  7 in  New Mexico and Arizona. We 
now conclude, as a re su lt  o f a recent S o li c it o r' s  memorandum th at the 
1918 Act is  not  a bar to the excerc ise of the Se cre tary's  auth or ity  
under section  7 o f the 1934 Act with  respec t to  land and tr ib es to which 
the 1934 Act is  ap pl ica ble.

2. What is  the Adm in is trat ion' s po lic y o f ad m in is tra tiv e tra ns fe rs  of 
lands inside  or contiguous to  reserva tion boundaries as opposed to lands 
th at are outsid e o f and do no t ad join res erva tion boundaries?

Answer: Po licy memoranda upon which the Bureau operated fo r many years 
se t no d is ti n c ti v e  gu ide lines  on the acq ui si tio n of of f- re se rv atio n 
lands othe r than al ludin g to  ad min istra tiv e problems th at could ar ise  
and pro hib it in g ac qu is ition s th at were determined to be in  the nature of 
a tax  dodge. Our proposed land ac qui si tio n re gu la tio ns , whose guide­
lin es  we are fo llo wing in  the in te rim , p ro h ib it  o ff -r ese rv atio n purchases 
fo r indi vidu als unless the land  is  already  held in  a tr u s t or re str ic te d  
stat us . Lands are acqu ired fo r tr ib e  in  tr u s t (o ff -r eserv ation) i f  the 
land is  w ith in  a t r ib a l co ns ol ida tio n area; or  when the tr ib e  already 
owns an in te re s t in  the land ; and, when the Secreta ry determines th at 
the ac qui si tio n o f the land is  necessary to  fa c il it a te  tr ib a l s e lf -  
de termina tion,  economic development, or housing development.



3. In June 1978, proposed regu lat ion s were pub lished to  govern the 
ad min is tra tiv e tak ing  o f Ind ian property in to  tr u s t status . What is  the 
cu rre nt status  o f those reg ula tions? When are they expected to be 
pub lishe d in  fi n a l form?

Answer: The proposed regu lat ion s have been prepared in  fi n a l form fo r 
pu bl icat ion in  the Federal Regis ter . They are presently  under Depart­
mental rev iew. Barring any unforeseen major changes, they can be ready 
fo r fi n a l pu bl icat ion th is  month.

4. Under the proposed language o f S. 1832 as int rod uced, would the 
Secretary have auth or ity  to declare ad jo in ing lands in  tr u s t fo r  the 
Navajo Tr ibe — i .e . ,  would S. 1832 repeal  a ll  cu rre nt  re s tr ic tio ns  in  
25 U.S.C. on the tak ing  o f lands in  tr u s t fo r the Navajo Nation?

Answer: The language of S. 1832 as introdu ced  would permit  such 
ac qu is ition s ad jo in ing the Navajo Reservation and also au tho rize the 
Secretary  o f the In te ri o r to dec lare and procla im the acquired land as 
Ind ian rese rvat ion  land . The Departmental views on S. 1832 (please 
re fe r to  le t te r  o f November 19, 1979 from As sis tant  Secre tary Gerard to 
Chairman, Se lec t Committee on Indian A ff a ir s ) recommends amending the 
b i l l  to  make sec tions 5 and 7 o f the Ind ian  Reorganization Act o f 1934 
ap pl ica ble to  the Pueblo de Jemez.

5. Assuming Section 211 o f 25 U.S.C. is  repealed, would th is  a lt e r  
cu rre nt  re s tr ic tio ns  so fa r as the Navajo Tr ibe  is  concerned?

Answer: I f  25 U.S.C. 211 is  repealed and S. 1832 is  amended as suggested 
in  question No. 4, cu rre nt  re s tr ic ti o ns  so fa r as the Navajo Tr ibe  is 
concerned would not  be al te re d. The Navajo Tr ibe  re jected  the Indian 
Reorganization Ac t, consequently it s  prov ision s are not ap pl ica ble.

6. In li g h t  o f the unique hi sto ry  o f the Pueblo Tribes and the Pueblo 
Lands Board, is  the re any reason why they should be tre ated  d if fe re n tl y  
than othe r Ind ian tr ib e s , e ithe r in  New Mexico or Arizona or  elsewhere?

Answer: We see no reason why the Pueblo Tribes  should be tre ated  
d if fe re n tl y  than oth er Ind ian tr ib e s . United States v. Candelaria (271 
U.S. 432) d is ti n c tl y  held  th at the Pueblos are "India n tr ib es" w ith in  
the meaning o f the Federal st at ut es . The la te r h is to ry  o f our dea lings 
wi th the Pueblos through case law, le g is la ti o n  and ad min istra tio n show a 
revi sion  o f the scope o f Federal supervision in  the fi e ld  o f Indian 
A ff a ir s  so th at the Pueblos, li k e  othe r tr ib e s , may enjoy Federal 
services and Federal protec tio n.
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Enclosed is  a copy o f a memorandum dated November 16, 1979, from the 
Acting  Associa te S o li c it o r,  Ind ian A ffa ir s  to  the As sis tant  Sec retary , Indian A ffa ir s  re la ting  to  25 U.S.C. 211. Also enclosed is  a l i s t  of  
cu rrent ly  recognized Ind ian tr ib es who voted to  re je c t ap pl icat ion ot 
the Ind ian Reorganization Ac t. Some o f the tr ib es who re jected  the 
Indian Reorganization Act  have had spe cia l statutes  enacted (see 
enclosed l i s t )  pe rm itt ing the acq ui si tio n o f lands in  tr u s t and in  some 
cases are lim ited  to tr u s t ac qu is ition s fo r land  consol ida tion or  oth er 
specif ic  purposes.

« Sin cerely

Commissioner

Enclosures
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M l> Mills. I want to apologize for the delays, Mr. Chairman,  and 

we will take steps to remedy that.
Senator Melcher. We would appreciate it very much.
We appreciate  your testimony this morning and, without objection, 

w il l make a par t of the record at this point the Department’s letter 
to the committee dated November 19, 1979, describing in detail the 
recommendations the Department has for thi s bill—S. 1832 

[The lette r follows:]

»
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United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

NOV 19 1975

H o n o ra b le  Jo hn  M elc h e r
C h air m an , S e l e c t  C o m m it te e 

on  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s
U n it e d  S t a t e s  S e n a te
W a sh in g to n , D .C . 20 51 0

D ear Mr. Ch air m an :

T h is  re p o n d s t o  y o u r  r e q u e s t  f o r  v ie w s  on  S . 18 3 2 , a b i l l  "T o 
e x te n d  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  t o  d e c la r e  
an d p r o c la im  la n d  t o  b e I n d ia n  r e s e r v a t i o n  l a n d . "

We u r g e  h e r e in  an  am en dm ent t o  S . 18 32  i n  th e  n a t u r e  o f  a 
s u b s t i t u t e  an d recomme nd  t h a t  th e  b i l l ,  a s  s o  am en de d, b e  
e n a c t e d .

S . 18 32  w ou ld  p r o v id e  t h a t  n o t w it h s t a n d in g  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
T i t l e  25 o f  th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s  Cod e o r  " o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  
t i t l e  w it h  r e s p e c t  t o  t r i b e s  w i t h i n  th e  l i m i t s  o f  th e  S t a t e s  
o f  A r iz o n a  an d New M e x ic o ,"  la n d s  may b e  a c q u ir e d  an d ta k e n  
in  th e  t r u s t  i f  th e  la n d s  a d j o i n  e x i s t i n g  t r u s t  la n d .  I t  
w o u ld  a l s o  a u t h o r iz e  th e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  d e c la r e  su ch  la n d s  to  
b e " I n d ia n  r e s e r v a t i o n  la n d ” .

We u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  su ch  a s  S . 18 32  i s  b e in g  s o u g h t 
by  P u e b lo  o f f i c i a l s  t o  re m ov e o b s t a c l e s  t o  th e  a d d i t i o n  to  
t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  o f  la n d s  w h ic h  th e  P u e b lo s  a c q u ir e  o r  
r e a c q u i r e  w i t h i n  o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  They  
f e e l  t h a t  th e y  a r e  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on  su ch  
t r a n s a c t i o n s  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
I n d ia n  t r i b e s .  T h is  f e e l i n g  i s  b a s e d  on  th e  a s s u m p ti o n  t h a t  
s e c t i o n  7 o f  th e  I n d ia n  R e o r g a n iz a t io n  A c t  o f  Ju ne 1 8 , 19 34  
(48 S t a t .  98 6;  25 U .S .C .  46 7)  d o es n o t  a p p ly  t o  A r iz o n a  an d 

New M e x ic o . We h a v e  r e c e n t l y  re e x a m in e d  t h a t  i s s u e  th ro u g h  
o u r  S o l i c i t o r ' s  o f f i c e  an d c o n c lu d e  t h a t  s e c t i o n  7 o f  th e  
19 34  A c t  may be u sed  in  t h o s e  tw o s t a t e s  an d t h a t  th e  
S e c r e t a r y  a lr e a d y  h a s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e c la r e  o r  add la n d  t o  
r e s e r v a t i o n s  i n  t h o s e  tw o s t a t e s  t h a t  i s  more e x t e n s i v e  in  
som e r e s p e c t s  th a n  th e  a u t h o r i t y  S . 18 32  w o u ld  p r o v i d e .
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Th e A c t o f  May 25, 1918 (40 S ta t .  56 1 e t  s e q . ) p ro v id e d  
a p p r o p r ia t io n s  f o r  th e  B ure au o f  In d ia n  A f f a i r s  f o r  f i s c a l  
y e a r  1919 an d in c lu d e d  m is c e ll a n e o u s  a p p r o p r ia t io n s  an d p r o ­
v is io n s  w i t h  re s p e c t  t o  A r iz o n a  an d New M e x ic o . Th e l a s t  
p a ra g ra p h  o f  t h a t  s e c t io n  2 (25 U .S .C . 21 1)  s ta t e s :

"T h a t h e r e a f te r  no  In d ia n  r e s e r v a t io n  s h a l l  be  
c re a te d  n o r  s h a l l  an y a d d i t io n s  be  made t o  on e 
h e r e to fo r e  c re a te d ,  w i t h in  th e  l i m i t s  o f  th e  S ta te  
o f  New M e x ic o  an d A r iz o n a ,  e x c e p t by  A c t o f  C o n g re s s .”

T h is  p r o v is io n  was  ad de d by a S ena te  f l o o r  am en dm en t. 
S ta te m e n ts  i n  th e  C o n g re s s io n a l R ecord  (p ag es  4194 an d 
4195  o f  Volum e 56, P a r t  7) in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  p u rp o se  o f  
th e  am en dm en t was (1 ) t o  p r o h i b i t  th e  p la c in g  o f  a d d i t io n a l  
p u b l ic  la n d s  i n t o  In d ia n  r e s e r v a t io n  s ta tu s  by E x e c u ti v e  
a c t io n  and (2 ) t o  e x te n d  to  New M e x ic o  an d A r iz o n a  p r o t e c t io n  
w h ic h  th e  s p o n s o r, m is ta k e n ly ,  b e li e v e d  had p r e v io u s ly  be en  e x te n d e d  to  o th e r  s ta t e s .

I n  f a c t ,  th e  p r o te c t io n  f o r  o th e r  s ta t e s  w h ic h  th e  s p o n s o r o f  
th e  f l o o r  am endm ent b e li e v e d  to  e x i s t  was  n o t  i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  
th e  e n a c tm e n t o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  p r o v is io n s  i n  1919 an d 1927:

" H e r e a f te r  no  p u b l ic  la n d s  o f  th e  U n it e d  S ta te s  
s h a l l  be  w it h d ra w n  b y  E x e c u ti v e  O rd e r, p r o c la m a t io n ,  
o r  o th e rw is e  f o r  o r  as  an  In d ia n  r e s e r v a t io n  e x c e p t 
by  A c t  o f  C o n g re s s ."  S e c ti o n  27 o f  th e  A c t o f  June 30 , 
1919 (4 1 S ta t .  34; 43 U .S .C . 1 5 0 ).

"C ha ng es i n  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  r e s e r v a t io n s  c re a te d  
by E x e c u ti v e  O rd e r p r o c la m a t io n ,  o r  o th e rw is e  
f o r  th e  use  an d o c c u p a t io n  o f  In d ia n s  s h a l l  n o t  
be made e x c e p t by  A c t  o f  C o n g re s s ."  S e c ti o n  2 o f  
th e  A c t o f  Mar ch  3, 19 27  (44 S ta t .  13 47 ) as  am ended 
(2 5 U .S .C . 3 9 8 d ).

T h us , th e  19 18  p r o v is io n  (25 U .S .C . 21 1)  i s  now s u rp lu s a g e , 
i t  b e in g  i d e n t i c a l  i n  e f f e c t  t o  th e  g e n e ra l p r o v is io n s  i n  
43 U .S .C . 150 an d 25 U .S .C . 398d.

S e c ti o n  7 o f  th e  1934 A c t  r e f e r r e d  t o  above  now a u th o r iz e s  
th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  " t o  p r o c la im  new In d ia n  
r e s e r v a t io n s  on  la n d s  a c q u ir e d  p u rs u a n t to  an y a u t h o r i t y  
c o n fe r r e d  by  t h i s  A c t ,  o r  t o  ad d such la n d s  to  e x i s t i n g  
r e s e r v a t io n s  * * * . "  S e c t io n  5 o f  t h a t  A c t  (48 S ta t .  985 ;
25 U .S .C . 46 5)  p r o v id e s :

2
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"T he S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  i s  h e r e b y  a u t h o r iz e d  
i n  h i s  d i s c r e t i o n ,  t o  a c q u ir e  th ro u g h  p u r c h a s e , 
r e l in q u is h m e n t ,  g i f t ,  e x c h a n g e , o r  a s s ig n m e n t, an y 
i n t e r e s t  in  la n d s ,  w a t e r  r i g h t s ,  o r  s u r f a c e  r i g h t s  
t o  la n d s ,  w i t h i n  o r  w it h o u t  e x i s t i n g  r e s e r v a t i o n s  
* * * f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  p r o v id in g  la n d  f o r  I n d ia n s

* * *

" T i t l e  to  an y la n d s  o r  r i g h t s  a c q u ir e d  p u r s u a n t  
t o  t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  b e  ta k e n  in  th e  name o f  th e  
U n it e d  S t a t e s  i n  t r u s t  f o r  th e  I n d ia n  t r i b e  o r  
i n d i v i d u a l  I n d ia n  f o r  w h ic h  th e  la n d  i s  a c q u ir e d
• * * e »

T h is  a u t h o r i t y  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  fr om  th e  E x e c u t i v e 's
o l d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  w it h d ra w  p u b l i c  la n d s  f o r  I n d ia n  r e s e r v a t i o n s .

S e c t io n s  5 an d 7 o f  t h e  19 34  A c t  c u r r e n t l y  a p p ly  t o  a l l  
th e  P u e b lo s  an d t r i b e s  in  New M ex ic o  an d A r iz o n a  e x c e p t  
th e  Je m ez  P u e b lo  an d th e  N a v a jo  T r i b e ,  w h ic h  r e j e c t e d  th e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  A c t  t o  th em . F o r many y e a r s  i t  h a s  b een  
o u r  p o l i c y  t o  a c c e p t  la n d s  i n  t r u s t  i n  A r iz o n a  an d New M exic o  
p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  5 o f  th e  19 34  A c t ,  b u t  n o t  t o  d e c l a r e  
t h o s e  la n d s  a r e s e r v a t i o n  u n d er s e c t i o n  7 o f  t h a t  A c t .
T h is  p o l i c y  w as  b a s e d  on  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  th e  19 18  
p r o v i s i o n  b a r s  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s e c t i o n  7 i n  New M exic o  
an d A r iz o n a .

H ow ev er , a s  we now  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  th e  19 18  p r o v i s i o n  i s
d u p l i c a t i v e  o f  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  th e  19 19  an d 19 2 7  A c ts  
r e f e r r e d  to  a b o v e  an d i s  n o t  a b a r  t o  th e  e x e r c i s e  o f  th e  
S e c r e t a r y 's  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  7 o f  th e  19 34  A c t  in  
New M exic o  an d A r iz o n a  w it h  r e s p e c t  t o  la n d  an d t r i b e s  t o  
w h ic h  th e  19 34  A c t  i s  a p p l i c a b l e ,  th e  c o n c e r n  o f  th e  P u e b lo s  
h a s  b een  l a r g e l y  m et.  S in c e  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  P u e b lo s  
s h o u ld  b e  in  th e  same p o s i t i o n  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  a d d i t io n  
o f  la n d  t o  t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a s  a r e  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o t h e r  
I n d ia n  t r i b e s ,  we s e e  no  n e ed  t o  r e s t r i c t  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  c a s e s  i n  w h ic h  th e  la n d  in v o lv e d  i s  a d ja c e n t  
t o  th e  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  a s  S . 18 32  now p r o v id e s .

F u r t h e r ,  we h a v e  no  o b j e c t i o n  t o  e x t e n d in g  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  
o f  s e c t i o n s  5 an d 7 o f  t h e  19 34  A c t  to  th e  Je m ez  P u e b lo  
s i n c e  i t  i s  s e e k i n g  th e  a u t h o r i t y  i n v o lv e d .  We do  n o t  s u g g e s t ,  
h o w e v e r , t h a t  any la n g u a g e  w it h  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  N a v a jo  T r ib e  
b e  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  b i l l .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  d e t e r m in a t io n  
o f  t h i s  i s s u e  w it h  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  N a v a jo s  s h o u ld  b e  mad e 
s e p a r a t e l y ,  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w it h  th e  t r i b e .

3
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T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  e l i m i n a t e  th e  c o n f u s io n  c a u s e d  by  
th e  d u p l i c a t i v e  19 18  p r o v i s i o n s  an d to  p e r m i t  a l l  o f  th e  
P u e b lo s  to  ad d an y l a n d s  th e y  a c q u i r e  to  t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  
we reco mmen d t h a t  th e  19 18  p r o v i s i o n s  b e  r e p e a l e d  an d  t h a t  
th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  s e c t i o n s  5 and  7 o f  th e  19 34  A c t be 
e x te n d e d  to  th e  Je m ez  P u e b lo . T h is  c an  be a c c o m p li s h e d  
by  am end in g  S . 18 32  t o  s t r i k e  o u t  a l l  a f t e r  t h e  e n a c t i n g  
c l a u s e  and  i n s e r t  i n  l i e u  t h e r e o f  th e  f o l lo w in g :

T h a t  th e  l a s t  p a r a g ra p h  o f  s e c t i o n  2 o f  th e  
A c t o f  May 2 5 , 19 18  (4 0 S t a t .  57 0;  25  U .S .C . 21 1)

-  i s  h e re b y  r e p e a l e d .

S e c . 2 . S e c t i o n s  5 and  7 o f  th e  A c t o f  Ju n e  18 ,
19 34  (48 S t a t .  98 5 an d  9 8 6 ; 25 U .S .C . 46 5 an d 
4 6 7 ) , a r e  h e re b y  made a p p l i c a b l e  t o  th e  P u e b lo  
de Je m ez .

The O f f ic e  o f  M an ag em en t and  B udge t h a s  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  no  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  fr om  
th e  s t a n d p o in t  o f  th e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s p ro g ra m .

S in c e r e ly

4
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Se na tor  M elcher. S en ato r Cohen ?
Se na tor  Cohex . T ha nk  you. 1 have  ju st  a coup le of questions, Mr. 

Ch air ma n.
Mr. Mil ls, on pag e 2 of  your  sta tem en t you ind ica te,  under item  2, 

as fa r as the  con gres sion al int en t was concerned, “to  extend  to New 
Mexico and  Ar izo na  p rotec tion w hich  the  sponsor, m istake nly , believed  
ha d previo usly been ex tended  to othe r S tat es .”

Where,  in the  Con gressio nal  Record,  could  we f ind th at  er ro r on the  
sponsor ’s pa rt? Who was the  sponsor, an d how did you come to  the  
conc lusion th at  he was mista kenly  und er  a ce rta in  impress ion?

Mr. M ills. Sena tor , I wou ld like to re fe r th at  to Mr. Reeser.
Mr.  Reeser. I t is in the  1918 Con gressio nal  Rec ord , volume 56, pag e 

4194. I t  was Se na tor Sm ith . I believe  w ha t ha d happened was t hat  th e 
bil l had passed the Senate ea rli er  bu t ha d not passed the  House. He  
th ou gh t th at  t hat  bil l had become law, bu t ac tua lly  it  d id  not become 
law un til  1919.

Se na tor Coiiex. An d it is clear th at  he was unde r the  impress ion 
th at  it  ha d become law ?

Mr.  Reeser. Y es, sir.
Se na tor Cohex . Tha nk  you.
On  page  3 you ind ica te,  “we h ave  ju st com pleted,  th roug h our S olici­

to r’s office, a r eview of  th e r ela tio ns hip betw een the  1918 provisio n and  
sect ion 7 o f th e 1934 act .”

Do you have an analy sis  of  th at  thr ou gh  the  So lic ito r’s office that  you 
cou ld m ake ava ilable  to  the  committee?

Mr.  M ills. Yes, si r, we do have tha t.
Se na tor Melcher. W ith ou t object ion, it wi ll be inc luded in the  r ec­

ord  a t t hi s point.
[The  mate ria l fo llo ws:]
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U N IT E D  ST AT ES
D EP AR TM E N T OF THE IN T E R IO R  

O FFIC E OF TH E S O LIC IT O R  
W A S H IN G TO N . D C 20240

NOV 1 6 1979

MEMORANDUM

To: As sis tan t Se cre tar y, Ind ian  Af fai rs

Prom: Acting Asso ciate  S o li c it o r,  Indian Af fai rs

Sub ject : Additions to  Ind ian  Res erva tion s In New Mexico and Arizona

Mr. S. Bobo Dean has rece nt ly  con tac ted  the Bureau of  Indian Af fai rs on 
be ha lf of the  Pueblo of Laguna to  req uest th at  ce rt ai n lands  pre sen tly  
held In tr u s t fo r th at  Pueblo be dec lared an Indian res erva tio n pursu ant 
to  Section 7 of  the  Indian Reo rgan izat ion Act (IRA), 25 U.S.C. §467 .

By memorandum of  May 16, 1979 , the Acting  Deputy Commissioner stat ed  th at  
I t  has been the  pol icy  of the  Bureau fo r many years  to  acc ept  land s in 
tr u s t In Arizona and New Mexico pursu ant to  Sec tion  5 of the  IRA, 25 U.S.C. 
§46 5, but not to  dec lar e the se land s a res erv ati on  pursu ant to  Sec tion  7.  
This po lic y is  based on an In te rp re ta tion  th at  25 U.S.C. §211 bars the  
ap pl ic at io n of Sec tion  7 in  Arizona and New Mexico. 25 U.S.C. §211 
prov ides :

No Indian res erva tio n sh al l be cre ate d, nor sh al l 
any ad dit ion s be made to  one heret ofo re cre ate d, 
wi thin the  lim it s of the  St at es  of New Mexico and 
Arizona, except by Act of Congress.

Mr. Dean noted in  hi s req uest to  the  Actin g Deputy Commissioner th at  a 
memorandum of  the  Asso ciate S oli c it o r dated June 7,  1977 , hold ing  th at  
25 U.S.C. §211 pr oh ib its  the  ap pl ic ati on  of  Sec tion  7 in  New Mexico 
and Arizona is  in  di re ct  co nfl ic t with an e arl ie r S o li c it o r' s Opinion.
58 I.D . 723 (1 94 4) . The 1977 Memorandum did not dis cuss the 1944 
opin ion  and of course  could not  co ntro l over th at  opin ion . We have 
th er ef or e underta ken to  review the  ma tter.

Admin istra tive  In te rp re ta tion  of  App lic ab ili ty of  Sec tion  7
to  Arizona and New Mexico

The re la tio ns hi p between 25 U.S.C. §211 and Sec tion  7 has never been 
th e su bjec t of  a ju dic ia l opinion.  However, the  ma tter  has been 
examined on thr ee  occasions  by the  S o li c it o r’s  Offic e. In  1944 the  
S o li c it o r held:
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The property and affairs of both these Pueblos [including 
Laguna Pueblo] are subject to the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 
Stat. 984) [the IRA] Section 5 of which specifically autho­
rizes the Secretary of the Interior to acquire lands for the 
tribe. Under Section 7 of that act, the lands so acquired 
may be proclaimed to be Indian reservations. Action to be 
taken under these specific authorizations is not in violation 
of the Act of May 25, 1913 (40 Stat. 561, 570), which prohibits 
additions to Indian reservations in the State of New Mexico 
"except by the Act of Congress." 58 I.D. 724-725.

In an unpublished opinion dated January 10, 1967, the Associate Solicitor, 
Indian Affairs again concluded that Section 7 applies to Arizona and New 
Mexico. However, by memorandum dated June 7, 1977, the Acting Associate 
Solicitor, Indian Affairs stated:

Irrespective of the Secretary's authority under Section 7 
of the Indian Reorganization Act, 25 U.S.C. §467, I read 
Section 2 of the Act of May 25, 1918, 25 U.S.C. §211, as 
precluding the Secretary from adding the 20-acre tract to 
the Papago Indian Reservation.

A recent Departmental Report on a bill to acquire reservation lands for 
the Zuni equivocates on the applicability of Section 7 to Arizona and 
New Mexico, but recommends language which suggests serious doubt as 
to the Secretary'8 authority to use Section 7 in those states. H.R.
Rep. No. 753, 95th Cong., 2d Sess., 8 (1978).

In view of the inconsistency of the Department's position on this matter 
we have undertaken a careful examination of the legislative history of 
25 U.S.C. §211 and the IRA as well as two other statutes limiting the 
authority of the Executive Branch to declare Indian reservations, 43 
U.S.C. §150 and 25 U.S.C. §398d. We conclude from the legislative 
history and the rules of statutory construction that Section 7 nay be 
used in Arizona and New Mexico.

Legislative History of 25 U.S.C. §211

25 U.S.C. §211 was enacted as part of the Indian Appropriations Bill of 
1918, 40 Stat. 561, 570. It was introduced as an amendment by Senator 
anith of Arizona. Two points are clear from the Senate debate (which 
contains the most detailed legislative comment on the provision). First,



Congress did not believe that it was providing special protection to 
Arizona and New Mexico, but rather believed that it was merely extending 
to those two states protections already obtaining in other western states. 
Second, 25 U.S.C. §211 was only intended to prevent the creation of or 
addition to Indian reservations out of the public domain.

When Introducing his amendment Senator Smith stated:

States other than the states of Arizona and New 
Mexico have been protected as proposed by the 
amendment. 56 Cong. Rec. 4194 (1918). 

and further:

It applies to Arizona and to New Mexico only because 
the other states are protected. Arizona and New Mexico 
have the right to that protection, and they have come 
to Congress for it. Those two states have been left 
out. It is only proposed to give those states the 
right which other states already have. Id.

As it turned out, Senator Smith was mistaken in hi3 belief that other 
states had been protected. When this fact was discovered in the 
following year, 45 U.S.C. §150 was enacted in order to extend the 
import of 25 U.S.C. §211 to other states (discussion infra).

It is likewise clear that Smith was concerned only with the creation 
of  Executive Order reservations out of the public domain.

I sincerely hope that the Senate will maintain its 
dignity by saying that no more public lands of the 
United States shall be carried out of the possession 
of the people of the United States by Executive Order.

•UK

The amendment provides that no other Indian reserva­
tion shall be created or that no Indian reservation 
now in existence shall be enlarged without being 
authorized by an act of Congress. That is all.
It proposes to retain what Congress ought always 
to have kept the right of disposition of the public 
land.
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The concern about the withdrawal of public lands and the consequent' 
diminution of state and local tax bases is likewise evident in the 
statement of Senator Shafroth in support of the amendment.

We in the west have had a large and unfortunate 
experience relative to the withdrawal of public 
lands from entry.

***

The creation of a reserve deprives a State of the 
right to tax the land within its borders . . .
56 Cong. Rec. 4195 (1918).

finally, the Conference Report states that the amendment would prohibit 
conversion of public lands in New Mexico and Arizona into Indian reser­
vations without consent of Congress. 56 Cong. Rec. 6624 (1918).

It Is not surprising that the 1918 Act uses such sweeping language against 
the creation of reservations. The only way the Executive could create an 
Indian reservation in 1918 without a specific act of Congress was by 
withdrawing public domain. The authority to acquire lands through pur­
chase, gift and other methods enumerated in Section 5 of the IRA did not 
exist in 1918. We, therefore, conclude that despite its broad language,
25 U.S.C. §211 was never intended to prohibit the authority in Section 
7 of the IRA to proclaim reservations as to lands acquired pursuant to 
Section 5«

legislative History of 45 U.S.C. §150 '

During the Senate debates on the 1919 Indian Appropriations Act (41 Stat. 
34) the Senators from Arizona and New Mexico again inserted a  prohibition 
against the creation of Executive Order reservations in those two states. 
That provision read:

That hereafter no public lands of the United States in 
Arizona and New Mexico shall be withdrawn by Executive 
Order, proclamation or otherwise, for or as an Indian 
reservation except by act of Congress. 58 Cong. Rec. 738 
(1919).

Senator Jones of Washington Inquired why those two States should have 
a  special exception. Senator Curtis replied:

»>
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There have been some Executive order reservations set 
aside in those states and a year ago a provision was 
inserted in the Indian appropriations bill which I 
think, covers this amendment. Therefore as a member 
of the committee, I did not oppose this amendmant 
because I thought it was covered by the act of the 
last Congress. 58 Cong. Rec. 758 (1919).

Senator Jones thought that the prohibition should be made general.
Senator Smith (the author of 25 U.S.C. §211) stated that his 
recollection was that a statutory prohibition already existed against 
the creation of Executive Order reservations in most western states. 
Senators Smoot and Pittman stated that though the wider prohibition had 
passed the Senate, it had never become law. 58 Cong. Rec. 739 (1919). 
Senator Smoot then suggested that the limitation to Arizona and 
New Mexico be eliminated and the prohibition be extended nationwide.
The bill, therefore, passed containing the language of 43 U.S.C. §150.

That hereinafter no public lands of the United States 
shall be withdrawn by Executive order, proclamation, or 
otherwise for or as an Indian reservation except by 
act of Congress.

When the legislative histories of 23 U.S.C. §211 and 43 U.S.C. §150 
are examined together, it is clear that they seek to solve the same 
problem and that 43 U.S.C. §150 is simply 25 U.S.C. §211 extended 
across the nation.

25 U.S.C. §398d

Any possible distinction between the authority of the Executive to create 
reservations In Arizona and New Mexico and in other states was eliminated 
in 1927 when Congress enacted 25 U.S.C. 398d.

Changes in the boundaries of reservations created by  
executive order, proclamation, or otherwise for the 
use and occupation of Indians shall not be made except 
by Act of Congress . . .

Structure and Legislative History of the IRA

The Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 , 25 U.S.C. 465 et sea. marka 
a  major turning point in federal Indian policy. One o? Its major
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goals was to acquire more lands for needy Indians. Congress did not reinvest the Executive Branch with the authority to withdraw public lands In order to accomplish this goal. Rather, Congress provided the Secretary of the Interior with a new broad acquisition authority.
Section 5 of the IRA provides:

The Secretary of the Interior Is hereby authorized In his 
discretion, to acquire, through purchase, relinquishment,- gift, exchange, or assignment, any interest in lands,
water rights, or surface rights to lands, within or 
without existing reservations, including trust or otherwise restricted allotments, whether the allottee 
be living or deceased, for the purpose of providing 
land for Indians. . .

The section also authorized the appropriation of $2,000,000 per year for an acquisition fund with the proviso that none of it could be used to aoquire lands for the Navajos outside of their reservation if some then- pending legislation were passed. Finally, the section provides that the acquired lands would be held in trust. Section 7 authorizes the Secretary to proclaim Indian reservations on lands acquired pursuant to Section 5 and other provisions of the IRA.
Because of the proviso regarding acquisition of lands for the Navajos, it is impossible to argue that 25 U.S.C. §465 does not apply to Arizona and New Mexico even though 25 U.S.C. §465 by itself frustrates Senator Smith's major goal in introducing 25 U.S.C. §211— the preservation of 
the property tax base. Section 7 does not contain any analogous pro­viso, but the legislative history indicates that the Section was a new authority quite distinct from the old Executive order authority prohibited by 25 U.S.C. §211, and that Section 7 could be used in 
Arizona and New Mexico.

The most significant passages in the legislative history of the IRA regarding the relationship between 25 U.S.C. §211 and Sections 5 and 
7 of the IRA occurred during the House hearings. Commissioner Collier testified to the Representatives of Arizona and New Mexico as follows:

Mr. Chavez: May I make a suggestion that you 
state to Mrs. Greenway what you stated about the public domain?



Mr. Collier: The act of 1918 forbids the President to take public domain and annex It to an Indian reservation.. 
Only Congress can do that. This bill does not change that law. That remains.

Mrs. Greenway: Then If certain Indian lands are to be 
Increased It would take independent, separate legislation to do it.

Mr. Collier: Exactly as now.

Mrs. Greenway: This bill does not add an acre to anything.
Mr. Collier: It grants money to purchase but does not take 
anything out of the public domain. The existing laws 
controlling transfer of public domain are left unaltered. Readjustment of Indian Affairs: Hearings before the Committee on Indian Affairs, House of Representatives, 73rd Cong., 2d Sess., 92 (1934) (hereinafter House hearings).

Elsewhere Collier discussed Section 5 with the representative from New Mexico:

Mr. Chavez: Right there, now could you, under this bill section 7, add additional land either in Arizona or in other States?
Mr. Collier: Without further authority from Congress?
Mr. Chavez: No. Section 7 [now Section 5], pages 28 and 29, 
at the bottom of page 28.

Mr. Collier: Section 7 is an authorization to the Secretary 
of the Interior to buy land with appropriated money. If that money Is appropriated with no strings tied to it by Congress, then he could buy it anywhere. We do not know what strings would be tied on in the present process. He could buy land under that language anywhere unless the the appropriation 
directed that he spend the money in definite localities.

It therefore appears that Congress was aware that the IRA would grant the Secretary a type of authority he may not have had previously and that that authority was totally unrelated to his authority to withdraw public lands. The authority to withdraw public lands had been taken
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from the  Executi ve by 25 U.S.C. §211 as to  Arizona and New Mexico and 
la te r by 43 U.S.C. §15 0. Sec tion  7 in  no way a lt e rs  the  pro hibi tio n ag ain st withdrawing land s as an Indian res erv ati on  in  Arizona, New Mexico 
or elsewhere. Ins tea d i t  cr ea te s a new au thor ity  which may be exe rcis ed 
in  any Sta te .

Even i f  i t  is  obje cted  th at  the  li te r a l  read ing  of 25 U.S.C. §211 covers  
and pr oh ib its  the  ex erc ise  in  Arizona and New Mexico of  the  au thor ity  in  Sec tion  7 , we conclude usi ng  the  ru le s of stat ut or y co ns tru cti on , th at  Sec tion  7 is  an implied amendment or exce ption to  25 U.S.C. §211 . F ir st , 
i t  must be remembered th a t st a tu te s af fe ct in g the  ri gh ts  of Indians are  to  be construed  in  th eir  fav or.  Hopkins v. United S ta te s, 414 F.2d 464 (9 th  Ci r. 1969); Morton v Ruiz, 4o2 F.2d 818 19th Ci r. 19 72 ), a ff 'd . , 
415 U.S. 199 (19 73) ; Fort Mojave Tribe v. San Bernardi no County, 543 F.2d 1253 (9 th  Cir . 19 76 ). Furthermore, rep eal of Indian  le gi sl at io n 
by im pli cat ion  is  commonplace and ther ef or e the  presumption ag ain st 
rep ea l is  of  lim ite d ap pl ic at io n.  Hopkins v. United St at es , supra  at  
471 .

Even under the  usua l cons tru cti on  ru le s,  however, Sec tion  7 should  be seen  as an except ion  to  25 U.S.C. §211 . A la te r ac t supersedes an 
e a rl ie r one. Payne v. Washington Metropol itan Area Tr an sit  Commission, 415 F.2d 901 (D.C. Ci r. 196 8)7  Although a la te r gen era l st a tu te  is  
presumed not to  rep eal an e a rl ie r sp ec if ic  st at ut e (Radzanower v.
Touche Ros3 & Co. , 426 U.S. 148 (1 97 6) , 25 U.S.C. §211 was not tr ul y 
a sp ec if ic  st a tu te . We have seen th at,  when enac ted, 25 U.S.C. §211 was inten ded only to  extend to  Arizona and New Mexico pr otec tio ns  beli eve d 
to  be in  for ce  in  oth er st a te s.  When i t  was subsequently  discovered  
th a t tho se pr ot ec tio ns  had been gran ted to  Arizona and New Mexico alon e, Congress extended thos e pr ot ec tio ns  through out the  nat ion  by ena ctin g 43 U.S.C. §150 and 25 U.S.C. §398d. Thus, in 1934 as well as today 25 
U.S.C. §211  Is  noth ing  more than  a restatemen t of a  pr oh ib iti on  applying to  a l l  the s ta te s . Cer tai nly,  Sec tion 7 la  an exce ption to  25 U.S.C. 
§398d or  i t  is  meaningless. Fi na lly,  I t  is  to  be remembered th at  
st at ut or y co ns tru cti on  canons ar e only  an aid  fo r the  asce rtainme nt of  Congress ional in te nt.  We know from the  Navajo prov iso  In Sec tion  5 th a t th at  se ct io n was Inten ded to  apply in  Arizona and New Mexico de spite  -the  fa ct th at  i t  would take  lands o ff  the  tax  ro ll , ther eby  undermining ‘the  or ig in al  goa l of  25 U.S.C. §21 1. Furthermore, we know th at  Com­m ission er  C ol lie r te s ti fi e d  to  the  re pr esen tat ives  of both Arizona and •Mew Mexico to  exp lai n the di ffer en ce  between the  pr oh ib iti on s in exis t­ing  law and the new au th or ity  gra nte d the  Sec reta ry by the  IRA.
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Conclusion

Based up our an aly sis  of the  le g is la ti v e  his to ri es  and ap pli ca ble  ru les  
of  cons tru cti on  we conclude th at 25 U.S.C. §211 Is  no bar to  the  exe rcis e 
In  Arizona and New Mexico of  the  Se cretary's  au tho rit y under Sec tion  7 
of the IRA. This Is  not to  say th at  25 U.S.C. §211 has been repe aled.
That se ct io n cont inue s to  bar  the cr ea tio n by the Executive of  res erv a­
ti ons out of  pub lic domain. Fu rth er , the  Se cre tar y's  au thor ity  to  dec lare  
re se rv at io ns  in  Arizona and New Mexico is  of course lim ite d by the  IRA 
to  tr ib e s which did not re je ct  the  IRA and to  lands acquired In t r u s t  

unde r the  IRA. Though s t i l l  in  fo rce, 25 U.S.C. §211 is  superfl uou s 
sinc e I t  merely du pl ica tes  the  pro vis ion s in  25 U.S.C. §150  and 25 U.S.C.
§598d
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Senator  Cohen. Toward the end of tha t same page you say, “We 
believe t ha t the Pueblos should be in the same position with respect 
to the addition  of land to their  reservations as are the major ity of other India n tribes.”

Are there other tribes tha t do not enjoy th at same privilege?
Mr. Mills. Not under the Indian  Reorganization Act.
Senator Cohen. What does this expression, “m ajority,” mean ?

Are these the only two tribes or two States  tha t are not included 
under tha t title?  In other words: Are there tribes and States, other than New Mexico and Arizona, which do not have that  right  you are 
seeking to grant under this legislation ?

Mr. Mills. Senator, I would like to have Mr. Reeser respond to that.
Mr. R eeser. There are Indian tribes in several States tha t the IRA  does not apply to. In some cases there have been special statutes passed 

grantin g land authorities for those tribes. In some cases there is none. But most of the tribes are subject to the IRA of 1934.
Senator Cohen. Could you supply for the record those other States 

and the tribes in those States  that are not subject to the IRA  ?
Mr. Mills. Yes, sir.
Senator Melcher. W ithout  objection, they will be included in the 

record at thi s point.
[The material follows:]

Curren tly  Recognized I nd ian T ribes W h ic h  Voted T o Rejec t Appl ica tio n 
to T he m  of th e  “I ndian  R eorgan ization Act"

Arizona (1) .— Navajo .
California (36) .—Hoopa, Augustine, Cabazon, Cahil la, Inaja -Cosm it, La Jolla , Los Coyotes, Mesa Grande, Paia, Morongo, Palm Springs (Aqua Cal iente),  Pauina, Pechanga, Rincon, San Manuel, Santa  Rosa, San ta Ysabel, Soboba, Sycuan, Tor res Martinez, Auburn, Ber ry Creek, Big Sandy, Dry Creek, Enterprise , Lay­tonvi lle (Ca hto ), Pi tt River (X -L  Ranch ), Sherwood Valley, Table  Mountain, Big Pine, Bishop, Fo rt Independence, Shingle Springs, Campo, Cold Springs, and Table Bluff.
Idaho (2).—Couer d’Alene and  Nez Perce.
Montana (2).—Crow and Fo rt Peck.
Nevada  (1).—Fallon.
New Mexico (1).—Jemez.
New York  (6) .—Allegany (Seneca Nation ), Ca tta rau gus (Seneca Nation) Onondaga,  St. Regis, Tonawanda,  and Tuscarora.
North Dakota (2).—F ort Tot ten (Devil’s Lake)  and  T urt le Mountain .
Oregon (1).—Um atilla .
South  Dakota (2 ).—Sisseton -Wahpeton and Crow Creek.Washington (6).—Colville, Spokane, Chehali s, Shoa lwate r, Lummi, and 

Yakima.
Wyom ing (1).—Shoshone and Arapahoe.

Notes
Although the Siletz Ind ians in 1935 rejec ted appl icat ion of the Indian Re­organization  Act to them, section 3 (25 U.S.C. 711a) of the  Siletz Indian Tribe Res tora tion  Act of 1977 made the IRA applicable  to them.In addit ion, section 13 (25 U.S.C. 473) of the  Ind ian  Reorganization  Act ex­cluded application of section 7 and  certa in othe r sections of t ha t Act to trib es in Oklahoma. The Oklahoma Indian Wel fare  Act of Jun e 26, 1936 (49 Sta t. 1967; 25 U.S.C. 501 et seq.) provided special  provisions for Oklahoma tribes.Said section 13 of the IRA also excluded  applicat ion of most of the Act to Alaska but  section 1 (25 U.S.C. 473a)  of the Act of May 1, 1936 extended sections  5, 7, and cer tain o ther  sections of th e IRA to  Alaska.

0
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Spec ial  T ribal Land Sale , E xch ang e or Acq uisition  Statutes for T ribes not Subject to th e I nd ian  R eorganization Act
Tribe8 /Kenervat ion  Act  of

Uoeur  d'A rle ne__  - __________  5/19 /5 8;  72 St at . 121; 25 l.S. C . 263 note.
10 /9/ 72  ; 86 Stat.  788.Colville- _ ____________________  7/24 /5 6;  70 Stat.  626.Cro w___  ________________  6/8/ 40  ; 54 Stat.  252, 7 /1 /4 8; 62 Stat . 1214.

5/19 /5 8;  72 St at . 121; 25 U.S.C. 463 note.Crow Creek______________________  9/ 2/5 8;  72 S ta t. 1766.Fo rt Peck________________________ 5/19 /5 8;  72 Stat.  121; 25 U.S.C. 463 note.Na va jo__________________________  7/10 /40  ; 54 Stat.  746. 8 /9 /5 5; 69 Stat.  555.
4/19 /5 0;  64 St at . 46 as  add ed by
6/11 /6 0;  74 Stat.  199;  25 U.S.C. 635.Navajo,  Canon cito ________________  8/ 13 /49;  63 Stat.  605, 25 U.S.C. 622.Pueblo  of Jem ez (al so appli cab le to 9/ 14 /6 1;  75 Stat.  505. 25 U.S.C. 624.othe r Pueblos ). 8/ 13 /49;  63 St at . 605; 25 U.S.C. 622.Sisseton and Wa hpe ton  (Lak e 10 /26 /74 ; 88 Stat.  1468.Tr av er se ).

Spokane ____  _______________  5/19 /5 8;  72 Stat.  121;  25 U.S.C. 463 note .
6/10 /6 8;  82 St at . 174; 25 U.S.C. 487.Umatilla_________________________  8/10 /3 9;  53 Stat . 1351; 25 U.S.C. 463e.Yakim a__________________________  7/28 /5 5;  69 St at . 392, as  amended by
8/31 /6 4;  78 Stat . 747; 25 U.S.C. 608.Senator  Cohen. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman.Senator  Melcher. Thank you very much.

Our next witnesses will be Del Lovato, chairman of the  All Indian Pueblo Council; Alvin Lucero, governor of the Isleta Pueblo Tribe ; Gilbert Pena, governor of the Nambe Pueblo Trib e; Ray Concho, governor of the Acoma Pueblo Tribe; L. Lamar Parr ish,  attorney for the All Indian Pueblo Council; and Ella  Mae Horse,  recording secretary, National Congress of American Indians.
To introduce this distinguished panel, we have the distinguished Senator Doinenici with us.
Senator, we will recognize you right now.
STA TEM ENT  OF HON. PE TE  V. DOMENICI, A U.S. SENATOR IN  

CONGRESS FROM NE W MEXICO

Senator  Domenici. Mr. Chairman and Senator Cohen, let me say you have some very distinguished witnesses to appea r and testify , both on S. 1832 and S.1730.
I have a prepared statement which will give the committee my views and some reasoning jus tifying the passage of both bills. I would ask tha t tha t testimony be admitted in the record at this point.Senator Melcher. Without objection, it will be made a p art of the record at this  point.
[Senator Domenici’s prepared statement follows:]
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STATEMENT OF U.S. SEN. PETE V. DOMENICI

MR. CHAIRMAN,
I commend you and your Committee for holding this 

hearing on S. 1730, for the benefit of the Ramah Band 

of the Secretary of the Interior to declare and proclaim 
land in New Mexico and Arizona to be Indian reservation

land.
Because of time constraints I would, with your 

indulgence, like to combine my statements regarding both 

bills at this time.
S. 1832, Mr. Chairman, was introduced at the request 

of the All Indian Pueblo Council in behalf of Pueblos in 

New Mexico and Arizona.
A statute adopted by Congress on May 28, 1918 provides 

that no additional reservation land can be created in New 

Mexico or Arizona except by an Act of Congress.
In 1934 the Indian Reorganization Act gave the Secretary 

of Interior discretionary authority under Sections 5 and 7 to 

take lands into trust for Indian tribes that elected to 

organize under the IRA.
However, the prior 1918 law has never been repealed and 

as a practical matter, whenever a pueblo or tribe in New Mexico 

seeks to add to the reservation land placed in trust, it 

generally seeks an Act of.Congress.
This inconsistency results in an apparent discrepancy in 

the standing of tribes and pueblos in New Mexico and Arizona 

(more)
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and all other Indians with regard to the Secretary's 
authority in adding to the reservation.

Another historical anomaly aggravates this situation:

During the period from 1877 to 1913 the Pueblo Tribes of 
the United States were declared "non-Indians." Consequent­

ly, the Pueblos were denied the protection of the Federal »
Government and instead were subjected to the authority 
of the Pueblo Lands Board. During this period great 

controversy arose as to ownership of land within boundaries 
of reservations by non-Indians. The Pueblos have since 
been riddled with private claims.

The redress S. 1832 would allow is exemplified by 
an existing situation in the San Juan Pueblo. The Pueblo 
has negotiated for and bought from its own funds, 1^ acres 
of land located in the middle of the reservation previously 
subject to a private claim. A non-Indian had been recog­
nized as having established "squatter's rights" on this 

parcel by the Pueblo Lands Board in that curious period 
when the Pueblo Indians were non-Indians. There is no 

question that this was and is Indian land but for that 36 
years the owners were declared non-Indians. And 

because of that peculiar action the land which has been 

returned to the tribe at its own expense cannot be reserva­
tion land without an act of Congress. If this land were in 

any State other than New Mexico or Arizona, the Secretary 
could in his discretion do so. This is truly unjust.

(more) 2
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This legislation, Mr. Chairman, would resolve the 
issue of what the real intent of the Congress is with 
respect to the Secretary’s authority.

While the language of this bill was prepared by my 
staff working with the All Indian Pueblo Council, there 
are other ways to accomplish the same end. Striking 
Section 211 may both simplify and clarify the purpose of 
this bill. I would support the decision of the Committee 
as to the most direct solution.

Senate bill 1730, is the continuation of a legislative 
effort I began on April 24, 1974 when S. 3368 was introduced 
in the 94th Congress.

The Ramah Navajo people are again requesting our 
assistance in resolving a problem of land ownership within 
their reservation area.

Located within the Southwest corner of the Ramah Navajo 
Reservation are 21 sections of United States land to which 
they wish to acquire title. The Ramah Navajo Lands are 
a checkerboard area similar to the area around Crownpoint,
New Mexico, in the Eastern Navajo Agency. The 21 sections to 
which they wish to acquire title will consolidate their 
holdings in the area and prevent future and further encroach­
ment of others upon their Indian holdings.

The Ramah Navajo Indians have lived and built their 
hogans on this land for at least the past 100 years and feel 
that this land by right should belong to them. Presently, 
the Ramah Navajo families that live on these 21 sections 
(more)
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are unable to secure any kind of assistance from any 
major source, because the Bureau of Land Management still 
has title to these lands. The present Ramah Navajo 
population consists of 1800 members. Their people graze 
600 head of cattle and 500 head of sheep. The individual 
holdings usually consist of only a few head of cattle and 
50 to 100 head of sheep. This is the major source of income 
for most families and the average family income is under 
$2,000 per year.

Pursuant to paragraph 4 of Public Land Order 2198 of 
August 27, 1960, this land was withdrawn from all forms 
of appropriation under the Public Lands Laws for Indian 
use in aid of proposed legislation. Paragraph 4 of Order 
2198 provides that pending the enactment of such proposed 
legislation, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall 
administer the land.

Historically, the Ramah Navajos have lived in this area 
since they assisted the Zuni Indians' defense against 
Coronado in 1540. Specifically, the Ramah Navajos have lived 
on these twenty-one parcels of land since their long trek 
back from being held in captivity at Fort Sumner in 1868.

The land is also needed foT practical reasons :
* The Ramah Navajo Reservation is a satellite reservation. 

It is geographically separated from the Navajo Nation, 
and it exists in an area which has numerous and diverse 
land interests -- a "checkerboard" arrangement.

* In addition to being remotely situated, the Ramah Navajo 
Reservation lacks many of the necessary resources which 
(more)

4
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other communities are blessed with.
* Because of the diversity of lands interests, land 

consolidations are prevented; and these are 
necessary for optimum land managment activities which 
require large continuous areas.

* The development of needed roads, utilities, and other 
land related activities which involve easements and 
rights of way are severely hampered due to the 
difficulties in obtaining concurrences.

* Because the economic conditions on the Ramah Navajo 
Reservation are the causes of high unemployment and 
low income, the Ramah Navajo peoples' dependence upon 
the lands for sustenance is greatly increasing.

* The steady growth of the Ramah Navajo people is causing 
the present land base to decrease to the extent where 
it is becoming economically inadequate to sustain the 
community's governmental and domestic operations.

* Farming and livestock operations comprise 80% of the 
Ramah Navajos means of livelihood. However, their 
means have been hindered over the past number of years. 
Poor weather and poor range conditions have severely 
reduced the range capacities to where the survival of 
the operations is problematical.

* Since the Ramah Navajo Reservation lacks water , minerals 
and other natural resources, there is a pressing need 
for additional lands which can partially offset the 
economic deprivation caused by these current deficiencies

(more)
5
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Mr. Chairman, it is my hope that the Committee will 

move expeditiously to assist this needy and deserving 
community.

i thank the Chairman and the Committee for allowing 

me the opportunity to testify. I would be delighted 

to answer any questions the Committee may have.

# # # # #

6
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Senator Domenici. Two of the distinguished Navajo leaders who 
are here and will testify on Senate bill 1730, the Ramah bill, are vice 
chairman of the Navajo Nation, Frank Paul,  and Bennie Cohoe, the 
chapter president. I would like to be present with them also, but since 
my statement will cover both bills 1 will limit my present remarks to 
S. 1832, and if  I can re turn 1 will do so when you call the second bill. 
Is that satisfactory to the committee ?

Senator Melcher. Yes; that  is satisfactory.
Senator Domenici. Rather than talking at length about Senate bill 

1832, as I am sure you are going to get a grea t deal of technical advice, 
suffice it to say tha t on a number of occasions we have found tha t an 
enactment of Congress has adversely affected the Pueblos in New 
Mexico in a certa in way, because of certain circumstances decades ago, 
and has remained on the books. When we get into modern times, we 
find that, for the most part, the Indians of America are being treated 
one way, and we have a statute  that treat s our Pueblos differently. 
We even had one statute on condemnation righ ts where, as a matte r 
of law, the national  condemnation law was changed just as to the 
Pueblos and then remained discr iminating for  about 30 years. We were 
not, in the case of modifying that law, asking for any different tre at­
ment than an equitable concept of treating the Pueblo Indians, as they 
are indeed Indians, or any o ther Indian group. We jus t wanted them 
to be treated the same.

However, we can get there, whether it is by new s tatute, by firm 
interpretation , by Senate bill 1832, or another simpler way, we want 
to see that happen.

That  is basically all I want to say, but I would be remiss if  I did 
not thank both of  you. We all know tha t both of you Senators, because 
of your committee assignments, have tremendous loads to carry, and 
we do appreciate your calling a hearing on both S. 1832 and S. 1730 
which are very precise and specific kinds of Indian bills. So, I would 
be remiss if, on behalf of the Indian people of New Mexico, I  did not 
thank you for that generosity and real diligence.

I am ready to answer questions, but I do believe the technical 
issues can be answered by the  excellent Indian leaders and the people 
from the BTA. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman and Senator 
Cohen.

Senator Melciier. Thank you.
Mr. Lovato ?
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STATEMENT OF DELFIN J. LOVATO, CHAIRMAN, ALL INDIAN
PUEBLO COUNCIL, ACCOMPANIED BY ALVINO LUCERO, GOVER­
NOR, ISLETA PUEBLO TRIB E; GILBERT PENA, GOVERNOR, NAMBE
PUEBLO T RIB E; RAYMOND CONCHO, GOVERNOR, ACOMA PUEBLO
TRIBE; L. LAMAR PARRISH , ATTORNEY, ALL INDIAN PUEBLO
COUNCIL; DENNIS MARTINEZ, GOVERNOR, SAN ILDEFONSO
PUEBLO TRIBE ; MOISER SHEJA, GOVERNOR, ZIA PUEBLO TRIBE;
AND ELLA MAE HORSE, RECORDING SECRETARY, NATIONAL
CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS

Mr. L ovato. Mr. Cha irm an  an d mem bers of  the  co mmittee , my  n am e 
is Del  Lo va to . I  am th e ch ai rm an  of  th e All In d ia n  Pu eb lo  Council  
wh ich  repr es en ts  t he  19 Pu eb lo  Tribe s in  th e S ta te  of New Mexico .

1 h av e a pr ep ar ed  s ta tem en t, an d I wo uld  like to  ha ve  i t in tro du ce d 
in to  the  re cord.

Sen at or  Melcher . \  ou r pr ep ar ed  stat em en t wil l be mad e a par t 
of  the reco rd  a t thi s p oi nt , M r. Cha irm an .

[M r. Lov at o’s pr ep ar ed  s ta tem en t fo llow s:]
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1015 Indian School  Road, N.W.

ALL INDIAN PUEBLO COUNCIL, INC.

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

P.O. Box 6507  Albuquerque, New Mexico  87197 Phone: (505) 247-0371 
ext.  224/2 25

STATEMENT OF DELFIN J .  LOVATO,

CHAIRMAN, ALL INDIAN PUEBLO COUNCIL

BEFORE THE SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
INDIAN AFFAIRS S .1 832

I  am D e l f in  L o v a to , C hai rm an  o f  th e  ALL INDIAN PUEBLO 
COUNCIL. Th e ALL INDIAN PUEBLO COUNCIL i s  co m po se d o f  th e  n in e te e n  
(1 9 ) P u e b lo s  i n  New M ex ic o . The  ALL INDIAN PUEBLO COUNCIL u r g e s  
f a v o r a b l e  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  S e n a te  E i l l  1832 .

SB 1832  w oul d c o r r e c t  an  o ld  la w  w h ic h  c a n  b e  u n d e rs to o d  
o n ly  w i th i n  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  I n  1876 , a m o s t r e m a rk a b le  
e v e n t o c c u r r e d . The  Sup re m e C o u rt o f  th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s ,  in  U n it e d  
S t a t e s  v .  J o s e p h , 94  U .S . 614 (1 9 7 6 ) , an nounced  t h a t  P u e b lo  I n d ia n s  
w er e n o t I n d i a n s .  Th e Sup re m e C o u rt r e a s o n e d  t h a t  t h e  P u e b lo s  w ere  
su ch  p e a c e f u l  an d d e c e n t p e o p le  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s i b ly  b e  I n d ia n s ,  
an d i t  was  so  d e c l a r e d .  T h is  was  i n c r e d i b l e ,  b u t  n o n e t h e le s s  i t  
o c c u r r e d .  Th e P u e b lo s  a r e  p ro b a b ly  th e  m ost i d e n t i f i a b l e  o f  a l l  o f  
th e  a b o r i g i n a l  p e o p le  o f  A m eri ca . T h e ir  e x i s t e n c e  an d  c u l t u r e  have  
e x i s t e d  s in c e  ti m e  im m em ori a l.  M os t P u e b lo s  h av e  been  l o c a te d  a t  
t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s i t e s  f o r  th o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s .

I n  1913 , in  th e  S an d o v a l c a s e  (2 31 U .S . 28 (1 9 1 3 ) , th e  
Su pr em e C o u rt  came  to  i t s  j u d i c i a l  s e n s e s  an d announced  t h a t  P u eb lo  
I n d ia n s  w ere  in d e e d  I n d ia n s  an d  w ere  e n t i t l e d  to  a l l  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  
an d  p r o t e c t i o n s  a s  o th e r  I n d i a n s .  T h ese  tw o ex a m p le s  o f  j u d i c i a l  
i n s a n i t y  m ig h t b e  n o th in g  m ore  th a n  a w h im s ic a l f o o tn o t e  i n  h i s t o r y
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excep t fo r  th e  t r a g ic  r e s u l t s  whi ch  flo wed  fro m them . D ur in g th e  37 *y e a rs  th e  Pueb lo s were d e p ri v ed  o f p r o te c ti o n  by t h e i r  t r u s t e e ,  th e
U nit ed  S ta te s .  The  lo n g s ta n d in g  d o c tr in e  an d law  th a t  In d ia n  la nd
could  n o t be a l i e n a te d ,  th a t  no  n o n -I n d ia n  could  ta k e  nor oc cu py
In d ia n  la n d , was no lo n g e r so  fo r  P u eb lo s . T e r r ib le  e v en ts  en su ed .
I t  sh ould  be  note d  th a t  P ueb lo s e x i s t  on ly  in  A ri zo na an d New M ex ico,  •and th a t  th e se  a re  th e  on ly  two s t a t e s  add re ss ed  in  25 USC 21 1.
D ur in g th e se  37 y e a r s , th e  P ueb lo s  l o s t  t h e i r  la n d s . N on-I nd ia ns 
g re e d il y  moved on to  In d ia n  la n d s  and to ok  over la rg e  se gm en ts . S in ce 
th e  Pue blo s g e n e ra l ly  la y  in  th e  f e r t i l e  la nd  n e a r th e  r i v e r ,  t h i s  
was mos t d e s ir a b le  to  th e  n o n -I n d ia n s  and th e  b e s t la nd  an d th a t  
n e a re s t th e  v i l l a g e s  th em selv es , were th e  p a rc e ls  ta k e n . In  e f f e c t ,  
th e  Governme nt en co ur ag ed  n o n -I n d ia n s  to  ta k e  In d ia n  la nd  fro m t r i b e s ,  and th a t  i s  p re c is e ly  what ha pp en ed .

One wo uld  e x p ec t,  fo ll o w in g  th e  1913 Supreme  C ou rt  d e c i­
s io n , th a t  th e  Go vernm ent wou ld  ru sh  to  r ig h t  t h i s  wro ng do ne  to  th e  
P u eb lo s , th a t  i t  wo uld  t r y  to  r e s to r e  to  In d ia n  t r i b e s  t h e i r  la n d s  
an d to  c le a r  o u t th e  n o n -I n d ia n  t r e s p a s s e r s .  I t  d id  e x a c tl y  th e  
c o n tr a ry . Con gr es s a c te d  in  two s p e c i f i c  way s fo ll o w in g  th e  1913 
d e c is io n : th e  pass age  o f 25 USC 211 in  1918 an d th e  pass age  o f th e  
1924 Pu eb lo  Lands Bo ard  A ct.  To d is c u s s  th e  l a t t e r  f i r s t ,  t h i s  Bo ard  
was  e s ta b li s h e d  w it h  th e  e x p re ss  purp ose  o f re c o g n iz in g  n o n -I n d ia n  
t i t l e  to  In d ia n  la n d . I t  was mos t e f f i c i e n t .  Th ou sa nd s o f a c r e s , 
re p re s e n ti n g  th ousa nds o f n o n -I n d ia n  c la im s , wer e re c o g n iz e d . Pueblo s 
wer e r id d le d  w it h  n o n -I n d ia n  tr e s p a s s e r s  who , th an k s  to  th e  o p e ra ti o n  
o f th e  Pu eb lo  Lands Boa rd , wer e g iv en  co m ple te  le g a l  s ta n d in g . The re  
i s  a c ru e l jo k e  in  New Me xico t h a t  th e  Pu eb lo  Lands Bo ard sh ould  ha ve  
be en  named " th e  W hi te  M an 's  Land B oar d ."  Th us , th e  P u e b lo s , which  a t 
b e s t ha d very  mod es t la nd  b a se s , by v i r t u e  of th e  e v i l  a c t io n s  o f 
th e  U ni te d S ta te s  were s h a rp ly  re duce d in  la n d h o ld in g s . Our co nce rn  
to da y i s  more d i r e c t l y  r e la te d  to  25 USC 21 1,  which  s t a t e s  th a t  r e s e r ­
v a ti o n s  w it h in  A ri zo na and New Mexico can not  be  ex pa nd ed  w it h o u t a 
s p e c i f i c  a c t o f C ongre ss . C on gr es s a p p a re n tl y  re aso ned  t h a t ,  th e  
Government  havin g  al lo w ed  th e  Pueb lo s to  be  c h ea te d  o u t o f t h e i r  la nd  
and th en  re co g n iz in g  t h i s  w ro ngfu l ta k in g  by n o n -I n d ia n  t r e s p a s s e r s ,  
i t  sh ould  th en  be  a ss u re d  t h a t  In d ia n  t r i b e s  in  New Me xic o and 
A rizo na  could  do n o th in g  to  r e s to r e  th em se lv es an y r e s e r v a t io n  la n d s .
The  pass age o f 25 USC 211 in  1918 assu re d  t h i s  r e s u l t .

Senate  B i l l  1832 has  th e  mod es t aim o f a ll o w in g  some of  
th e se  o ld  wr ongs  to  be  r ig h te d .  I t  would  si m pl y a ll o w  a T r ib e  which



37

Sta te m ent of D e lf in  J .  Lo va to  
Page Thr ee

* a c q u ir e s  a d jo in in g  la nd  to  a sk  th e  S e c re ta ry  of I n t e r i o r  to  re cogn iz e
t h i s  a cqu ir ed  la nd  as  re s e r v a ti o n  la n d . The S e c re ta ry , in  h is  d is c r e ­
t io n ,  may r e e s ta b l i s h  r e s e r v a ti o n  la n d .

I t  i s  im port an t to  n o te  wh at Senate  B i l l  1832 do es  not do .
9  The  S e c re ta ry  may no t ta k e  la nd  c o n tr o ll e d  by th e  S ta te  o r F e d e ra l

Government  and  conv ey  i t  to  a T ri b e  as p a r t of  i t s  re s e r v a t io n .  The 
S e c re ta ry  may n o t d is p o ss e ss  an y pers on  o r e n t i t y ,  may not ta ke  la nd 
owned by a n o th e r and  g iv e  i t  to  an  In d ia n  t r i b e .  A t r i b e  would  ha ve  
to ,  a s  i t  p re s e n tl y  does,  a c q u ir e  th e  la n d , u s u a ll y  by pu rc h ase . I f  
th a t  acq u ir ed  la nd a d jo in s  r e s e r v a t io n  la n d s , th e  T ri b e  may ask  th e  
S e c re ta ry  o f I n t e r i o r  to  re co g n iz e  t h a t  la nd  as r e s e r v a t io n  la nd .
The  S e c re ta ry , by app ly in g  w hate ver re aso n ab le  s ta n d a rd s  seem  a p p ro p r ia te  
su ch  as  th e  good f a i t h  of th e  T r ib e , th e  a b o r ig in a l n a tu re  o f th e  
la n d , and  o th e r  su ch  m a tt e r s , may th e n  d e c la re  th a t  th e  acq u ir ed  la nd  
i s  to  be re cogn iz ed  as  r e s e r v a ti o n  la n d .

My own T ri b e  o f Sa n Ju an  Pu eb lo  o f f e r s  an  ex am ple  o f how 
t h i s  o ld  d is c r im in a to ry  law  o p e ra te s  a g a in s t us.  R e c e n tl y , San  Ju an  
a cq u ir e d  a p a rc e l o f la nd  in  th e  m id dl e of our r e s e r v a ti o n . This  
p a rc e l i s  very  n ear ou r v i l l a g e  and was  owned by a n o n -I n d ia n  by 
v i r t u e  o f th e  o p e ra ti o n  of th e  Pue blo  La nds Boa rd . The Pueb lo  i s  f a r  
fro m be in g  a f f l u e n t ,  bu t n o n e th e le s s  paid  over $1 00 ,0 00  fo r  an  a c re  
an d o n e -h a lf  o f la n d , and th e  t i t l e  was  duly  t r a n s fe r r e d  to  th e  
Pueb lo  o f San Ju an . The  Pue blo  us ed  i t s  own money to  buy a t  an 
e x o rb it a n t p r ic e  i t s  own la nd back . T h is  i s  no t r e s e r v a ti o n  la nd  and  
can no t be . Even th ou gh  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f I n t e r i o r  could  c le a r ly  
re co g n iz e  th a t  th e  la nd was a b o r ig in a l San  Ju an  la n d , th a t  i t  was 
w ro ngfu ll y  ta ken  fro m San Ju an , t h a t  San Ju an  us ed  i t s  own mo dest 
re so u rc e s  to  buy ba ck  th e  la nd and to  use  i t  only  fo r  b e n e f ic ia l 
t r i b a l  pu rp oses,  th e  la n d , under th e  p re s e n t s t a t e  of  th e  la w , ca n 
never be re s e r v a ti o n  la n d . Sh ou ld  we come to  C on gr es s and ask  th a t  
t h i s  sm al l p a rc e l be g ra n te d  r e s e r v a ti o n  s ta tu s ?  The  Pueb lo  can not  
a f fo rd  su ch  an e f f o r t ,  and C ong re ss  sh ould  no t be so  bu rd en ed .

Much l e g i s l a t i o n  has be en  made law  s in c e  19 18 , b u t 25 USC 
211 c o n ti n u e s  to  r e a r  i t s  head . I t  has nev er  be en  amended no r re ­
p e a le d . Sena te  B i l l  1832 i t s e l f  wo uld  no t cure  any o f  th o se  wro ng s,  
b u t i t  would  a ll ow  a t r i b e ,  by i t s  own e f f o r t s ,  to  re a c q u ir e  la nd  
w ro ngfu ll y  ta ken  in  th e  p a s t ,  an d p ro v id e  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f I n t e r i o r  
d i s c r e t io n  to  ha ve  th a t  la nd  a g a in  d e c la red  re s e r v a ti o n  la n d .
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Mr. Lovato. Mr. Chairman, I will briefly summarize the position of the Pueblo Tribes on S. 1832. The other members of our delegation here will speak to  specific points of  the legislation itself.Mr. Chairman, as has been pointed out by the previous speakers from the adminis tration, there has been a state of confusion as regard  the application of certain laws and provisions in regard  to the acquisi­tion of additional land by the Pueblo Tribes in the State of New Mexico.
As has been pointed out, the basic intent and position of the Pueblo people is tha t we would like the same laws tha t are applicable to other tribes in this country to be applicable to them as pertaining to the acquisition of additional lands.
At present, it takes an act of Congress to declare any additionally acquired lands bv any of the Pueblo Tribes before we can have these lands declared a part  of the Pueblo Tribes. We are especially bur­dened, and we have a unique situation  in Pueblo country because of certain wrongdoings and wrong decisions on the par t of the courts.Throughout history, the Pueblo Tribes have been subjected to a large influx of squatt ing of non-Indians within the reservation proper which were late r declared to be lands which were held, or what we now refer to as private claims within our reservation boundaries.Many of the Pueblos are, at the present time, beginning to reacquire some of these lands—repurchasing  of this acreage within  the reserva­tion boundaries or acquiring of land which were aboriginally theirs to begin with. However, they are now reacquir ing these lands, and we find that we cannot go to the Secretary of the Inte rior  for a decision as to the trus t status or reservation status of these land s; we must come to Congress.
Considering the number of  private claims, or PC lands, within our reservations, it would be a burdensome task for Congress and for the Pueblo Tr ibes to come in and ask that these lands be declared a part of those reservations on a case-by-case basis. There are just too many of them.
So, what we are asking, basica lly, is that  the same laws which are applicable to  other  tribes in other par ts of the country be made a ppli­cable to the Pueblo Tribes and to the t ribes in the States of New Mex­ico and Arizona in general.
T will stop at this point, Mr. Chairman. We also have our legal counsel, Mr. Parr ish, who will be more than  happy  to answer any questions that the committee might have.
At this point, I  will turn to Mr. Concho, the governor of the Acoma, who will make a brief statement.
Mr. Concho. Thank you.
Mr. Chairman and members of the Senate Select Committee on I n­dian Affairs, I  have prepared testimony which I will present to you.My name is Raymond Concho, governor of the Pueblo of Acoma. I extend to the committee a greeting from my tribal council and people. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to present our views rega rd­ing the bill S. 1832.
There are numerous concerns which this tribal  administrata tion and past governing bodies have had. One of the most urgen t and c rit­ical concerns has to do with the land situation and the problems which have been encountered in respect to the land and environment. There
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has been co ns tan t str ug gle in ou r area  since the  ar riv al  of the  Euro ­
pean pe ople  in the  Southw est  in t he e arl y 1500’s.

As Pueblo people,  we have  main tai ned the  continuity  of  the  social 
and polit ica l aspects of  o ur  lives  t hrou gh  thr ee  disti nc t forms  o f gov­
ernment : Sp an ish , Mex ican , and  Un ite d States  rel ationships.  One  of

’ the  bind ing forces which  has kep t us secure is the  trad iti on s and as ­
pec ts of  tr ib al  so vereignty .

Fo r many yea rs, since  the  incept ion  of  the  U.S . Gov ernment, the re 
have  been changes in att itu de s, policies , and con dit ions which con-

* tri bu te  to  the  re la tio ns hip of  tri ba l governm ents to the  Fe de ral and  
St ate G overnm ents. One of t he fore most typ es  of r ela tio nship s ha s been 
the  trus t res ponsibi lity  bu ilt  on the various provis ions, sta tut es , laws,  
and acts o f th e U.S. Government .

In it ia lly,  th is  typ e of  re lat ionship  w as one of  pa ter na lism.  Th is,  in 
essence, is conceived in ter ms  o f the  way  the  Gover nm ent  h as direct ed 
the  lives  o f the  In di an  people and  o fte n not in the  bes t intere st of  th e 
In di an  people. To day, we define the rel at ions hip betw een the  U.S . 
Government  a nd  t he Pueblo people in ter ms  of a  p oli tic al rel ati on sh ip 
bu ilt  on negotia tions  an d agreem ents ra th er  th an  the pa ternal ist ic  
viewpoin t. Th is typ e of rel ati on sh ip wou ld be ideal,  ha d it  no t been for 
the  sh ortcom ing s a nd  inconsis tenc ies of bu eaucrat ic actio n.

Such inconsis tencies, which affect ou r tri be s in rel ati on  to the land 
sit ua tio n,  are  eviden t in such act s as the  Homestead Act, the  Mount  
Ta ylor  G razin g A ct, and the  L an d Po licy a nd  Managem ent  Act.  These  
al toge ther  neglec t t he  t h ir d  p ar ty  in the polit ica l views of the Go vern­
ment, th at  p ar ty  be ing  th e t rib al  gove rnm ents . T he trus t res ponsibi lity  
was nev er adequately ca rri ed  out.

The for eig n poli cy of the Un ite d State s has been reco gnized as as­
sistance to dev elopin g na tio ns  t o overcome the  ba rr ie rs  tha t are being 
confronted . We as In di an  peop le iden tif y ourselves  as those  th ir d  n a­
tio ns  s eeking t o con tinu e the spec ial re la tio nship s and con ditions  t ha t 
exis t. Th roug h th is typ e of  rel ati on sh ip,  we hope to at ta in  fo r ou r­
selves  the  qu ali ty  of  life an d prospe rit y which  has  been socially  and  
economically  denied.

La nd  is reg ard ed  by m y peop le as a basis  fo r economic sta bi lit y,  po­
lit ical  str en gth,  an d as a bas is upo n which we can reinfo rce  our cu l­
tu ra l and rel igious practic es.  My peop le need the  leve rage  in th is 
pre sen t day to susta in the  me nta l, phy sical,  and sp ir itu al  comfort s of  
the  In di an  wor ld.

Tw o are as of lan d ad jo in in g the  reserv ation  have been acq uired by 
the  tr ib al  government  fo r its  people. These two are as had previously 
been lost by acti ons  because the t rib e was not perceiv ed t o be a poli tical 
en tity wi thin the  U .S.  G ove rnm ent . In  a ll recolle ctio n and docum ent a­
tion, thes e two are as of lan d hav e been the  ab or iginal home of  the  
Acoma peop le, as demo nstra ted  by the  prese nce of  sac red  sites  and a

* large  numb er of anc ien t ru ins which were occupied by ce rta in  clans  
of  Ac oma people .

W ith  th e a cqu isit ion  of  thes e two land  areas at  t rem end ous moneta ry 
cost, the  tr ibe hopes to  at ta in  th e degree of economic gr ow th which will

* no t h ave  such adverse impac ts o n its  social and physical  environments .
Bas ed on a recent po pu lat ion  survey  conduc ted fo r the  Pue blo  of  

Acoma— Po pu la tio n an d Ho us ing Surve y, Ju ne  1978— fro m its  pres-
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ent estimated population of 2,848 in 1978, the population  growth p ro­jected at 6 percent a year is to total 4,860 by 1990.
Taking this into consideration, the economic growth must be com­patible with population growth in order to maintain a qua lity of life which is acceptable to today’s standards. Expanding the land base and maximizing all available resources to the fullest extent is an alterna­tive the triba l government has taken in allevia ting the  problems being encountered.
Some unique problems exist as a result of the acquisition of land. This has relevance to the Bureau of Land Management [BLM] con­trolled portions of the acquired land and the 1872 Mining Act. The tribe is imposed upon in having to pay for the lease to the BLM for lands which the tribe initial ly owned. This puts some restriction on the economic development of the tribe. The Land Policy and Manage­ment Act has directed the BLM to do identification of possible land to be incorporated for wilderness designation. One area  o f the acquired land is affected by the act.
The other problem being encountered is in respect to the jurisdiction of the  tribe over these lands. I f justice is to prevail for the U.S. Gov­ernment, measures must be devised whereby the Indian people can have control over factors and interferences which occur on tribally held lands. Although the tribe  has the grazing rights to the lands acquired, it cannot limit the number of people th at encroach and do damage on the land. The 1872 Mining Act gives the liberty  to any per­son to stake a claim on the public domain lands, regardless of the pe r­sons who have an investment in the land.
The Bureau of  Indian  Affairs has been entrusted with the responsi­bility of maintaining  the paternal relationship with the Indian  tribes. However, it is the responsibility of the Indian tribes, themselves, to carry  the messages of need to the U.S. Government. The Bureau can then assist the tribes in meeting these needs. Because many issues arise before Congress, such legislative actions, which are detrimental to the existence of the Indian people, go unnoticed. Tribal govern­ments have the greatest responsibility for continuing  a struggle to safeguard the ir lands, culture, and lives.
Now it should be, in keeping with the t rus t responsibil ity relation­ship, the promise to Indian people that  they should have the lands for the perpetual enjoyment of all generations of Indian people; tha t the author ity be extended to the Secretary of the Inte rior  to declare and proclaim land to be Indian reservation land. This is our most urgent request of this committee.
By support of this  bill, S. 1832, all efforts by the  American Govern­ment to maintain  a system of equality will have been demonstrated and justified. New Mexico and Arizona are the only States in the United States where the proclamation of Ind ian  reservation land takes an action of Congress.
This is the end of my testimony, Mr. Chairman. I thank you very much for giving me the opportunity.
With  the help of our dear Lord, whom we look up to, to whom we pray daily, there will be no enemies. We ask your help. We, as true American people, seek this kind of help. This land belongs to our Indian people.
Thank  you very much, Mr. Chairman.



41

Senator Melcher. Thank you, Chairman Concho.
Mr. Lovato. Governor Pena ?
Mr. Pena. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I am 

Gilbert Pena, governor of the Pueblo of Nambe and chairman of 
the eight Northern  Ind ian Pueblos Council.

I strongly urge the passage of Senate bill 1832 on behalf of the 
Indian tribes of Arizona and New Mexico. The Pueblo Lands Board, 
and the events leading up to its creation, were extremely destructive 
to our modestly sized land base.

Our reservation is a checkerboard of parcels owned and occupied 
by non-Indians. Some of these are located virtually in our village. 
Although we always seek good relationships with these non-Indians, 
they, nonetheless, represent a considerable disruptive influence in 
our community life.

As we accumulate any funds in our modest treasury, our most hoped 
for goal is to buy out these private claimholders. This poses a paradox. 
We, in effect, are buying our own land back, land which anthropolo­
gists tell us our tribe has occupied for 10,000 years.

Because of the old and u nfa ir law, 25 U.S.C. 211, this land, even if  
we buy it with our own dollars with no assistance whatsoever from 
the U.S. Government, will not be, and can never be, reservation land. 
This is immensely unfair . We should be able to reacquire our ab­
original land and have tha t land, if the Secretary of the Inte rior  is 
convinced of our good faith  and other circumstances warrant it, 
declared again to be our reservation land.

My Pueblo urges the passage of Senate bill 1832.
Thank  you, sir.
Mr. Lovato. Governor Lucero of the Isleta Pueblo ?
Mr. L ucero. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, it is an 

honor and pleasure to be here this morning to present my testimony.
My name is Alvino Lucero. I am the governor of the Pueblo of 

Isleta, also the chairman of the 10 southern Pueblos. I am speaking on 
behalf of my tribe in support of Senate bill 1832. Isleta is a t ribe lo­
cated immediately to the south of Albuquerque, and it has approxi­
mately 3,000 members and a land base of s lightly less than a quarter  
million acres.

In spite of our proximity  to Albuquerque, Isleta is a tradit ional 
Indian Pueblo reservation, and our native traditions, language, and 
sense of community remain impor tant elements of our  Pueblo. Isleta, 
because of its size and location, is involved in many matters concern­
ing land. Some of our experiences may serve to illustra te the basic 
unfairness of the law which does not permit additional lands acquired 
by the pueblo to be declared Indian reservation lands.

About 4 years ago, we discovered a trespass on a portion of our 
southern boundary. A country road, located at earlie r times south of 
our boundary, became realined so that it was located for a substantial 
distance well within our boundary line. Five of our non-Indian 
neighbors, apparently believing that  the now misplaced road repre­
sented the boundary line of the Pueblo, established residences and 
farms in this  trespass area. They built homes and other improvements 
on Indian land. Thus, not only the county, but also a number of  
individual  non-Indian people were trespassing  on our land.
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The tribe could have restored its boundary, closed the road, and forcibly removed the individual trespassers. As a matt er of accom­modation to the county and those persons, it chose not to. Federal law, while providing that Indian reservation land may not be alienated, does not allow an exchange of  Indian land for land of equal value.At our suggestion, the county and the individua l trespassers to­gether acquired a parcel of land adjoin ing our reservation boundary and. following a BTA appraisal, it was then exchanged for the area in trespass. By this device, the Pueblo accommodated the county and the individual trespassers. The Pueblo need not have done thi s but de­sired to do so in an effort to be a good neighbor.The perverse result of this good faith  effort by the Pueblo is now that in the southern p art of our reservation there are 35 acres of land which are not Indian  reservation land. Under the present state of the law, it can never be India n reservation land. The land we gave up to accomplish this neighborly gesture is gone forever and is not even Indian land any longer. Were Senate bill 1832 the law at the time of the exchange, the Secretary of the Inter ior, bv examining these c ir­cumstances and seeing the Basic fai rness of the situation, could declare this land to be Indian reservation land, and at least the Pueblo would not l>e penalized for  t rying to be a good neighbor.Examples are countless, but this indicates the unjust results which flow from 25 U.S.C. 211. I f the India n people of Arizona and New Mexico are to expect just trea tment from the trustees, the U.S. Govern­ment must pass this vital piece of legislation so that  the India n people and the U.S. Government will recognize their  newly acquired land as Indian  reservation land.
Thank you very much. Mr. Chairman, for allowing me to present my testimony this morning
Mr. L ovato. Mr. Chairman, we have one additional individual who has come to speak on behalf of our position. She is Ms. Ella Mae Horse, the Secretary of the National Congress of American Indians.Ms. Horse. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, we wish to thank you for this opportunity  to come before you today to express the views of the National  Congress of American Indians  on S. 1832.Mr. Chairman, we are here today to seek your assistance in resolving a situation that is unique to the Indians of Arizona and New Mexico, arising from an inconsistency in the Uni ted States Code dealing with Indian affairs. The section in question, 25 U.S.C. 211, requires the Pueblo Tribes to come to the Congress to have lands placed in the Fed­eral trus t status.
Mr. Chairman, the National Congress of American Indians sup­ports the repeal of the obsolete provision. We support the position of the All Indian  Pueblo Council in seeking to have thi s law repealed or eliminated. The authority for an administra tive solution exists and should be extended to the Pueblo Tribes. Section 211 is an impediment to a much simpler process for fulfilling the trus t obligations with re­gard to the Pueblos. The Pueblo people should not be excluded from the protections extended to o ther tribes on a routine basis.We hope this committee will report this bill favorably  to the Senate and tha t the Congress will also respond favorably  and enact S. 1832.Thank you.



43

Mr. Lovato. Mr. Chairman, tha t concludes our presentations this 
morning. My attorney  would like to make one or two points tha t were 
raised earlier this morning by the Bureau of India n Affairs. We would 
like to respond to them.

Mr. Parrish?
Mr. P arrish. Thank you.
My name is Lamar Pa rrish, and I am the attorney for the All India n 

Pueblo Council.
We deal with land acquisition matters  on a daily basis, and our 

credentials are not so much academic as practical . If  there is a sug­
gestion tha t with proper  legal analysis 25 U.S.C. 211 will go away, 
virtue of the passage of subsequent acts, I can assure you that  is 
not so and will not be so. The only way to cure it, in my opinion, is 
by passage of a bill like S. 1832.

A typical example would be the Solicitor’s opinion of June 7, 1977, 
which specifically regards an Arizona tribe. It  states, ‘‘Irrespective 
of the Secretary’s authority  under section 7 of the Indian Reorganiza­
tion Act, I  read section 2 of the  act of 1918, 25 U.S.C. 211, as preclud­
ing the Secretary  from adding  the 20-acre tract to the reservation.” 
It  then goes on to  say, “ I have several such Solicitor’s le tters in my 
file which I would be happy to make part  of the record if the chair­
man so indicates.”

In  other words, it is a real problem and, in my opinion, the only 
way to cure it is by this legislation.

With  respect to a question raised earlier, in my opinion, th is is the 
only piece of legislation, 25 U.S.C. 211, which names two States by 
name. All the other pieces of legislation affecting land acquisition, 
land exchange, and like matters are couched in general terms. Only 
this spells out the two States of Arizona and New Mexico.

The key to it, I believe, is tha t for 37 years the Pueblos of New 
Mexico and Arizona—the Pueblos are only in those two States—were 
deprived of the protection of the Government. The Supreme Court 
ruled in 1876 that  the Pueblo Indians were not real Indians and were 
not, therefore, subject to protection.

The Supreme Court, in a bit  of legerdemain in 1913, reversed i tself 
and declared—much to the relief of my panelists ’ ancestors—that they 
were, indeed, Indians, and the trus t status was restored.

That period of time is what we have been talk ing about. Tha t is 
when the land was taken.

The timing of 25 U.S.C. 211 can only be explained, I believe, by 
looking at the judicial history:  in 1913, the  Supreme Court decision; 
several years la ter, 25 U.S.C. 211.

I would join the eloquent statements made and urge the passage 
of S. 1832.

Senator Melcher. Thank you, Mr. Parr ish.
You have a very important namesake in this town who plays 

cornerback for the Redskins.
Mr. P arrish. I received a phone call la st nig ht a t my hotel wanting 

to know if  I  played football. My football career is long over. I was big 
but slow.

Senator  Melcher. You are a litt le bit bigger than the other Lamar 
Par rish , but  in this town you are not quite as famous. [Laughter.]
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„ , ? t ± t i ? Y ° U !“T  ',n a d e  i n  y ?u r  t c s t i m °ny will be sufficient on 
that point. I do not think we need any other citations.

We have a series of letters and statements including the resolution 
ot the Acoma Pueblo which, without  objection, will be made a par t 
of the record a t this point. F

[The materia l fo llows:]
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S u i te  700
1430  K S t r e e t ,  N, W,
W as hin gto n, D. C, 20005 

Dea r I l r .  D ri v in ghaw k:

We we lco me t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  p r e s e n t  b e fo re  th e  
e x e c u ti v e  an d l e g i s l a t i v e  co m m it te e s  o f  NCAI a r e q u e s t  
f o r  f u l l  su p p o r t o f  th e  b i l l  S , 1 8 3 2 . T h is  b i l l  w i l l  g iv e  
u s  th e  le v e ra g e  to  s u s ta i n  f o r  o u r  I n d ia n  p e o p le  th e  men­
t a l ,  p h y s ic a l  an d s p i r i t u a l  c o m fo r ts  o f  th e  In d ia n  w o rl d .
We re g a rd  la n d  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  ec on om ic  s t a b i l i t y  an d p o l i ­
t i c a l  s t r e n g th ;  an d a s  a  b a s i s  up on  w hic h  we can  r e in f o r c e  
o u r c u l t u r a l  an d r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s .

We ha ve  e n c lo se d  docum ents  fr om  o u r t r i b e  f o r  your 
r e fe r e n c e .  Thes e docu m en ts  h ave  to  do  w it h  th e  t r i b e ' s  
c o n ti n u a l  s t r u g g le  t o  r e g a in  a r e a s  o f  la n d  w hic h has p r e ­
v io u s ly  bee n l o s t  th ro u g h  m is d e a l in g s  an d a c t i o n s  o f  th e  
U n it ed  S t a te s  Gov er nm en t ( th e  Hom es tead  A c t,  T ay lo r  G ra z in g  
A ct  an d th ro u g h  th e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  th e  I n d ia n  Land C la im s 
C om m is si on).

(1 .)  The  T r ib a l  G overn in g  Body has made e f f o r t s  t o ­
wa rd a c q u ir in g  two a r e a s  o f  la n d  a d jo in in g  th e  r e s e r v a t io n  
b o u n d a ri e s  ( r e f e r e n c e  to  RESOLUTION NOS. TC-DEC -19 -78 C, 
TC-D EC-3-78A&B ). One a r e a  i s  a d ja c e n t  to  th e  S o u th e a s te rn
bo un dar y w h il e  th e  o th e r  p o r t io n  i s  a d ja c e n t  to  th e  W es t­
e rn  b o undary . I n  a l l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  an d d o c u m e n ta ti o n , 
th e s e  two a r e a s  hav e been  th e  a b o r ig i n a l  ho m elan d o f  th e  
Acoma p e o p le  a s sho wn by  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  sa c re d  s i t e s  an d 
a la r g e  numb er o f  o ld  r u in s  w h ic h  w er e o c cu p ie d  by  c e r t a i n  
c la n s  o f  Acoma p e o p le  an d a r e a s  t o  w hic h we r e tu r n  f o r
s p i r i t u a l  r e a s o n s .
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11-10-ATO-79A 
Page Two

*
We are faced in having to go through the process of appro­

aching certain congressman and key people in enactment through 
congress to return these lands into reservation status. This «
overall process is a long process which may take 20 to 40 years 
in duration. We are somewhat hindered because of the change­
overs in tribal government and that today Indian people face the 
backlash from the dominant society and the government; itself.
The United States looks toward the Indian lands for the develop­
ment of various resources to support the American society and 
other countries. We feel that we can no longer stand by and 
see our lands destroyed along with our cultures and traditions.

(2.) The United States Government at this time is under­
taking the identification of land areas for possible wilderness 
designation as directed by the Federal Land Policy and Manage­
ment Act of 1978 and the Wilderness Act of 1964. As enumerated 
by the enclosed RESOLUTION NO. TC JUN-25-79A, this particular 
action serves no better than weaken our chances of having the 
lands restored to us. Particular portions of the lands which 
we have purchased are being affected by the Acts because although 
the land areas are held in trust, the Bureau of Land Management 
has control and the tribe is obligated to make payment for lease 
areas from the BLM.

The United States Government through the trust responsibi­
lity has led us to be dependent on the many types of government 
service. The Pueblo of Acoma has taken strides to attemp to 
attain economic stability and self-sufficiency rather than the 
imposed self-determination concept. In doing so, we have re­
cognized that the interwoven fabric of the social, religious and 
economic systems of our tribe can not and must not be separated.
The Tribal Government which exists on behalf of the people of 
the Pueblo continues to safeguard the soverignity and self- 
governing concept which has been an established concept through 
three systems of government relations.
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11 -1 0-ATO -79A  
P ag e T h re e

Ou r la n d  i s  o u r  s e c u r i t y  and  we w o u ld  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r co n  
t i n u e d  an d c o n c e n t r a t e d  e f f o r t s  to w a rd  f o r c e f u l  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  

th e  b i l l  S . 1 832 .

S i n c e r e l y  Y o u rs

THE PUEBLO OF ACOMA

js j /R C

.. c c : D e l f in  L a v a to , C h a ir m an
A l l  I n d ia n  P u e b lo  C o u n c il
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
OF

BERRYHILL RANCH 
LAND AREA

United States Departm ent of the Interio r Real Pro perty  
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS Management

SOU THERN PUEBLOS AGENCY
P.O. BOX 1667

1000 IN DIAN  SCHOOL ROAD, N.W.
ALB UQUERQUE,  NEW MEXICO 87 103

NOV 3 2 1378

Go ve rnor  S ta n le y  Pa yt iamo 
Pue bl o o f Acoma 
P.  0 . Box 309
Aco m ita , New Mex ico 870 34 

De ar Gov ern or Pa yt ia m o:

En cl os ed  i s  in fo rm a ti o n  con ce rn in g  th e  a d d it io n  o f  la nd  to  In d ia n  
R ese rv a ti ons  in  New M exico. T h is  i s  in  re fe re n c e  to  yo ur re c e n t 
purc has e o f th e  B e r ry h il l Ran ch .

In  b r i e f ,  th e  only  way fo r  r e s e r v a ti o n s  to  be expanded  in  New Mex ico 
i s  th ro ugh  an  Act  o f C ongre ss . I f  th e  Pue bl o wan ts  i t s  r e c e n t ly  
a cqu ir ed  la nd  to  ha ve  re s e r v a t io n  s t a t u s ,  i t  w i l l  ha ve  to  fo ll ow  
th i s  cours e  o f a c t io n . The BIA i s  w il li n g  to  p ro v id e  th e  Pu eb lo  
w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  n ece ssa ry  in  tr y in g  to  g e t l e g i s l a t i o n  enac te d  
in  th e  nex t s e s s io n  o f C ongre ss . However, th e  BIA w i l l  ne ed  a 
T r ib a l R eso lu ti o n  fro m th e  Pueb lo  re q u e s ti n g  t h a t  th e  la nd be  
g iv en  r e s e rv a ti o n  s t a t u s .

E nclo su re s

S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,
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S tcs Dep ar tm en t o f the Ii. jrior
BUREAU OK INDIAN A! FAIRS 

WASHINGTON, DC. 20245

OCT 3 1 1978

To: Albuquerque Area D irecto r

From: Ac ting D irecto r,  O ff ic e  o f Tru st  Resp onsibili tie s

Sub ject: Lands Acqu ired by Acoma and Laguna Pueblos, in  Tr us t,
Outs ide Reserva tions

This  is  in  response to  your memorandum o f September 14, 1978, re la ting  
to  the above su bjec t.

By memorandum dated June 7, 1977, (copy enclosed),  the  Ac ting Associa te 
S o li c it o r , D iv is ion o f Ind ian  A ff a ir s , held  th at "I rresp ective  of  the 
Se cretary's  auth ori ty  under Section  7 o f the Ind ian  Reorgan izat ion Ac t, 
25 U.S.C. 467, I read Sec tion  2 o f the  Act o f May 25, 1918, 25 
U.S.C. 211, as prec lud ing  the Secre tary from adding the 20-acre tr a c t to 
the Papago Ind ian  Re se rvat ion." Th is statement was made in  conjunction 
with  a reques t by the Papago Tribe to  have ce rta in  o ff -r eserv ation tr u s t 
lands procla imed a re se rvat ion pursuant to  Sec tion  7 o f the IRA.

A copy o f P.L. 95-361 which was subsequently enacted to  decla re the 20 
acres as pa rt o f the Papago Indian  Reservation is  enclosed fo r  your  
in form at ion.  Also enclosed is  the  Department's  re po rt  on th a t b i l l .

The problems se t fo rt h  in  the  pe nu ltimate paragraph o f you r memorandum 
are presen tly  under rev iew  by the  D iv is io n o f Law Enforcement Services.

<? \ P E C E : v E D
N O V  7  19 78  
A r.j . of  

R e : , . ■: ;<> j > .r .x is

RE C E I V  F. D 
Of Iu D ;AN AFFA’TS

alpu ou erou e area office
I N O V  0 7 1 3 7 8  

RESOURCE DEV. & PROTECTION

P 5 •? i v l • 
EUiL- " Of

NOV 0 6 1378
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PUBLIC LAW 95-3 61—S E IV  0 ,1 978  92 STAT. 595

Public Law 95 -361  
95th Congress

An Act

To provide that  ■ certain tract of land In Pinal  County, Arizona, held In trust Sept. 10, 1978 
by the United States for the Papago Indian Tribe, l>e declared a part of the IH.R. 83971 
Papago Indian Reservation. —■-----------

Be. it enacted by the Senate  and Home of  ReprcKentatires o f the
United Sta tet  of Amer ica in Congrcm mseinbled,  Tlint the following Papago Indian 
described tra ct of land located in Pin al County, Arizona, and held Tribe , 
in tru st by the U nited Sta tes for  the Papag o Indian Tribe,  is hereby bands ■" trust, 
declared  to be an addi tion to and  a pa rt  of the Papago Indian 
Rese rvat ion:

Beginning nt the northeas t corn er o f parcel numbered 1 within 
section 3, township 5 south , range 9 cast, Gila and Salt River 
meridian. Arizona, described  as follows:

line A P 1—AP 2 south 81 degrees 55 minutes west, 2.443 chains, 
line AP 2—AP  3 south 20 degrees .*55 minutes cast , 0.800 chains, 
line A P 3—AP  4 south 66 degrees 31 minutes east, 1.434 chains, 
line AP  4—AP 5 south 0 degrees 55 minutes east, 3.030 chains, 
line A P 5—AP 6 south 89 degrees 05 minutes west. 2.879 chains, 
line A P 6—AP  7 nor th 0 degrees 55 minutes west, 4.212 chains, 
line AP 7—AP 8 south 74 degrees 10 minutes west, 3.036 chains 

(end of course, intersect the  north  and south centre line of the 
southeast quarter  of section 3) ,

line AP 8—AP  9 (on the  nor th and  south centre line of the 
southeast qua rter ) south 0 degrees 39 minutes east, 32.10 chains  
(end of course, the east 1/16 section corn er o f sections 3 and 10), 

line AP 9—AP  10 (between sections 3 and 10) north 88 degrees
55 minutes east, 6.69 chains,

line AP 10—AP  1 north 0 degrees 42 minutes west. 33.33 chains 
(end of course, the place of lte ginn ing) ; consisting of 20 acres.

In accordance with applicable  Federal  law and regulations, these
lands, which were conveved to the United States in trust  for the
Papago Indian Tribe  under the provisions  of section 5 of the Act of
June  18,1934 (48 Sta t. 985), are to be treated as and receive the  same 25 USC 465.
lxmefits and protection as other  trib al tru st lands within  the boundaries
of the Papago Indian  Reservat ion.

Approved September 10, 197 8.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:

HOUSE REPORT No. 95 -1 020 (Coinm. on Inter ior  and  Ins ula r AfTaira). 
SENATE REPORT No. 95 -1 13 3 (Coinm. on Indian Affairs ). 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vul. 12 ; (1978) :

Apr. 17, cons idered and  House .
Aug. 2 5 . c o n s id e re d  and | r- « .r d  S r i. a te .

O - 7 I  (1M)
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MEMORANDUM

U N IT E D  STATE S
DE PA RT MEN T OF  TH E IN TE RIO R 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
W A S H IN G T O N . D C 20240

JUN 7 1977

To Bur ea u o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  
O f f ic e  ' i l i t i e sO ff ic e
A tt n :

A c ti n g  A s s o c ia te  S o l i c i t o r  
D iv is io n  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s

From:

S u b je c t :  R eq u es t to  ad d 20 a c r e s  o f  t r u s t  la n d  to  th e
Pa pa go  In d ia n  R e s e rv a t io n

T h is  o f f i c e  was r e q u e s te d  to  ap p ro v e  a " S e c r e t a r i a l  P r o c la ­
m ati on" whi ch  wo uld ad d a p p ro x im a te ly  20 a c re s  o f la n d  to  
th e  Pa pa go  In d ia n  R e s e r v a t io n .  Fo r th e  re a so n s  e x p re ss e d  
belo w , I ha ve  d e te rm in e d  t h a t  la n d s  ca n  o n ly  be ad de d to  
th e  Pa pa go  In d ia n  R e s e rv a t io n  th ro u g h  c o n g re s s io n a l  a c t i o n .

The Pa pa go  In d ia n  R e s e rv a t io n  was c r e a te d  by E x ecu ti v e  
O rd ers  o f Ja n u a ry  14 , 1916, an d F e b ru a ry  1 , 19 17 ; t i t l e  
to  th e  20 a c r e s  in  q u e s t io n  i s  now h e ld  in  t r u s t  by th e  
U n it ed  S ta te s  fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  Pa pa go  In d ia n  T r ib e . 
The 2 0 -a c re  t r a c t  i s  lo c a te d  a d ja c e n t  to  th e  c i t y  l im i t s  
o f F lo re n c e , A r iz o n a , a p p ro x im a te ly  30 m il e s  from  th e  
r e s e r v a t i o n 's  b o u n d a r ie s .

I r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  th e  S e c r e t a r y 's  a u th o r i t y  un de r S e c ti o n  
7 o f  th e  In d ia n  R e o rg a n iz a t io n  A c t,  25 U .S .C . 467, I 
re ad  S e c ti o n  2 o f th e  Act  o f  May 25 , 1918, 25 U .S .C .
21 1,  a s p re c lu d in g  th e  S e c r e ta r y  from  add in g  th e  2 0 -a c re  
t r a c t  to  th e  Pa pa go  I n d ia n  R e s e r v a t io n .
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S e c ti o n  2 o f  th e  19 18  A c t ,  s u p r a , re a d s  as  f o l lo w s :

No In d ia n  r e s e r v a t io n  s h a l l  be 
c re a te d ,  n o r s h a l l  an y  a d d i t io n s  
be made to  on e h e r e to fo r e  c r e a te d ,  
w i t h in  th e  l i m i t s  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  
New M e x ic o  an d A r iz o n a ,  e x c e p t by  
A c t o f  C o n g re s s .

Th us , s in c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  is  needed to  in c lu d e  th e  2 0 -a c re  
t r a c t  in  th e  Pa pa go  In d ia n  R e s e r v a t io n ,  th e  B ure au o f  
In d ia n  A f f a i r s  ha s p ro v id e d  C ongre ssm an U d a ll  o f  a d r a f t  
o f  su ch  l e g i s l a t i o n .

M r.  Dan P re s s , a t t o r n e y  f o r  th e  Pap ag o T r ib e ,  has re q u e s te d  
my v ie w s  as  to  w h e th e r th o s e  mem be rs  o f  th e  T r ib e  who  r e s id e  
on th e  2 0 -a c re  t r a c t  w ou ld  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  th e  B u re a u 's  
H ous in g  Im p ro vem ent P ro g ra m . I  ha ve  re v ie w e d  S e c t io n  261 o f  
T i t l e  25, Code o f  F e d e ra l R e g u la t io n s  and c o n c lu d e  th a t  th e re  
is  no a p p a re n t r e s t r i c t i o n  to  e x te n d in g  th e  P ro gra m  to  th e  
2 0 -a c re  t r a c t ,  a ssu m in g , o f  c o u rs e ,  t h a t  th e  T r ib e  ha s n o t  
s e t  o th e r  p r i o r i t i e s  un de r 25 CFR 2 6 1 .6 .
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R e s s o n o d wi

T o:  D e p ut y A s si st a nt  S e cr e t ar y — I n d i a n Af f a ir s ( P r o g m  O p er a ti o n s )
At t e n ti o n:  R e al E s t at e S e r vi c e s , A c q u l sl tl o a a n d Di s p o s al,

C o d e 2 2 2

Fr o a:  Ar e a Ol r c ct or

S u bj e ct :  l a n d s A c q uir e d b y A c o a a art! l a c u n a P u e bl o s, I n  Tr u s t, O ut si d e  
R e s er v a ti o n s

I n r e c e n t y e ar s t h a P u e bl o s o f A c cr a a n d L a c u n a h a v e e a c h p ur c h a s e d 
l ar g e  r a n c h e s t h at  ar e a dj a c e nt t o f c ot o ut si d e t h e ir  r e s er v ati o n 
l a n d s.  T it l e  I s  I n  t h e  U nit e d St a t e s  o f A'. e ri c a 1 n tr u st  f c r t h e 
P u e bl o s.  V c h a v e t e e n I nf or m e d t h a t t h s S o li c it o r f c r t h e  D e p art m e nt  
o f t h e I n t e ri o r h a s t a k e n t h e p e ti ti o n  t h a t S e cti o n 7 of  t h e I n di a n  
R e or g a ni z ati o n A c t, w hi c h a ut h ori z e d  a c q uir e d l a n d s t o f ee a d d e d t o  
e x i st i n g  r e s er v a ti o n s , di d n ot ar e n d c r r e p e al S e cti o n 2 o f t h e A ct  
o f ft s y 2 5,  1 ?1 D ( 2 5 t’ S C 2 1 1) w hi c h pr o vi d e s t h at  n o a d d iti o n s t a ll  b a  
n a d s t o  a n I n di a n r e s e r v a ti o n h e r et of o r e cr e a t e d , 1 n t h a St at e s of  
R e w 1' s x k o a n d Ari z o n a, e x c e pt b y A ct o f C o n gr e s s.

I s  I t  y o ur o e 1 nl e njt b s  t  _t b e S c-rr y M H  P sr. c h p ur c h a s e d b y  t h a P u e bl o 
o f A c ^ _ c n d _ t h s J ? 3j Q r _ P a n c h _ p ur c h a s a d..t y. F u e b) o of l a c u n a c a nl e c a m a  
T ^ a rt _ o f _ t h c lr  r e s p e cti v e r e s a r v a ti e n s  c n l y t hr o u g h « s p e c ifi c A ct  
of C o n gr e s s ?  I f  c a , h a v e ot h e r tr i b e s  r c q u- srt s d l e gi s l a ti o n f o r t h e  
st m e r e a s o n ? A c o p y o f t h e ir  a u t h ori zi n g  l e g i s l a ti o n  or pr o p o s e d  
l e gi sl a ti o n  w o ul d b e h el pf ul.

V e h a v e s u g g e st e d t o t h o S u p eri n t e n d e nt. o f S o ut h er n P u e bl o s A c e n c y  
t h at  h a g et tr i b a l r e s o l ut i o n s fr o a A c cr a a n d l e n-j n a i f  t h s y wi s h t h e  
BI A t o a s si st i n  tr yi n g  t o c a t s u c h l e gi s l a ti o n e n a ct e d i n  t h a n e xt  
s e s si o n of  C o n gr e s s.

E n cl o s e d, f o r r e a d y r e f er e n c e , I s  8 c o p y o f a r <r: ar;f; di:. a t o r e  d ot e d  
S e pt C'- b c ? 3.- 1 9 7 3, fr o m J.. ? t u : p ri nt er: d e n t, C  7
wit h  e n cl o s ur e s. o n e v f : h i c b. i c  e l e t t e r » 7, t.' 7'- .
t h e f o v e rr . e r,  f y b l o  o f .’. c r / ? , c c/ c ci ^ /i -' ^ t / : t  .’ m .' /i e's  l a w t-f.-.' ar c c; 
pr c b l c,s s o n t h e l a n d s c c c a.r c d  '. r c r t h e 3 ’r r y h i il " c c c t o .
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Your advlco on th is  r a t te r  w il l  also  ta  ap prec iated.  A copy 1« bein g 
sent to tha a tt en ti o n  o f yo ur  Div is io n o f Law Enforcement Ser vice s,  
t a l l  code 43 3.

<S dD ) ME A AC T t  Y O U I.U A C R . g g .

Acting Area Di rector

Enclosures

cc:  Div is io n o f Laa Enforcement Se rv ices , Coda 43 0,  w ith  enc losures 
Southern Pueblos Agency, Attention: Real Prop erty  Management 
Code SCO, Area Laa Enforcement w/enclosu res

l / HS Carrick:er  9-13 -78

F il e :  118
UP 300
UP 310.2 -0 -E err yhH l 
UP 310.2 -4-Ho vard Ma jor  
Chrono
AD's RF
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D f  B B P L T  R E F E R  T O

< x .*m  ••• . *. •.*• ■

•&.>  o ffic e  of the  go vernor

: •< . GOVERNOR 
>  . /  Shmuy Pcyr.omo

- < • '  RUST LT. COVE a NOR

PUEBLO DE A C O M A
"THE  SKY CITY"

■■ • r . o  go , 3 O 9
F U K B U O  O F  A C O M A . N E W  M E X IC O  B 7 O 3 4

T K L X F H O N E  ( 9 0 9 )  3 3 2 - « « O «

WiU»om E»t»von. 
JECONO LT GOVERNOR 
. Horry Ascencio 

J £ f* \ FIRST PI SCALE 
7  . Emilio Torino

second  fiscale 
J - R o x  Salvador 
<=*  THIRO FISCALE 
*  Uoyd Aragon 

SECRETARY
y.‘r  . S»«v« Juomeo
* •  : INTERPRETER 
v* .  Leo Posquele 
L - . • TREASURER

7  Raymond Concho. Sr. 
*V '' eOUNCILMfN 
•- L * Fermm Martinez 
K z  • O*go Voido. Jr.

Paul Mutio
£' • .* ' Wilbort Chmo

Harvey Leva Ido 
*?„ • . Martin Pino 
v £  Tom Ortiz

Tbomoi Vollo 
ytj-'-e 1  Cyrus Chino- k » : Ha/
*  -c • Jimmie Shutvio

’ Fred Velio. Sr.
•*7 *‘ CATTLE OFFICERS 
V*-“ Kenneth Garcia 
0-’ ’ Delbert Rougrsurface
■? Diego Veldo, Jr.

Thomas Garcia 
/.> -»  David Jucnico 
?’» • Romero Sanchez

l •’2*v* '«

RESOLUTION NO.  TC -D E C -3 -7 8A

REQUEST TO THE BUREAU OF IND IAN  ATFAI RS FOR ASSISTANCE 
IN THE ENACTMENT BY THE UNITE D STATES CONGRESS OF 
LEGISLATION GRANTING RESERVATION STATUS TO THE BERRYHILL 
RANCH LANDS OF THE ACOMA PUE BLO . . .- ■ .. ••• _

■ ‘
-.7  ---------- ---------------- : - f  ' - ; ’r ■ ’ ■

.. -■ A t a  d u ly  c a l l e d  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  T r i b a l  C o u n c i l  o f

th e  P u e b lo  o f  Aco ma h e l d  o n  t h e  d a y  o f

1978 , th e  f o l l o w in g  r e s o l u t i o n  w as a d o p te d :  ,' 7 i" iC "

• •

WHEREAS: '-'it*
Hubert Chmo

SHEEP BOSSES McCARTYS 
- Nevin Torivio

. Lucion Gunn 
> WATER BOSSES

George Garcia

Leroy Vollo 
GATE CLOSER

• ' “ S e c .  No.  1 T he P u e b lo  o f  Ac om a h a s  p u rc h a s e d  l a n d s
' ’ /T T ^ o f  f  o f  i t s  r e s e r v a t i o n  co m m on ly  r e f e r r e d  

: t o  a s  t h e  B e r r y h i l l  R an ch ; a n d

. .♦ S e c .  No.  2 The P u e b lo  o f  Acom a i s  d e s i r o u s  o f  h a v in g  
t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  C o n g re ss  e n a c t  l e g i s l a -

_ t i o n  g r a n t i n g  R e s e r v a t i o n  s t a t u s  to  s u c h  
- ■ l a n d s ;  a n d

S e c , No.  3 The P u e b lo  o f  Acom a i s  d e s i r o u s  o f  o b t a i n  
z . .... i n g  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  th e  B u re a u  o f  I n d i a

' •.< A f f a i r s  i n  t h e  P u e b l o 's  e f f o r t  t o  o b t a i n
s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n .
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koi; therefore .be i t  resolved :

T h a t th e  T r ib a l  C o u n c il  o f  th e  P u eb lo  o f  
Acoma h e re b y  r e q u e s t s  th e  Bur ea u o f  I n d ia n  
A f f a i r s  to  g iv e  a s s i s t a n c e  in  th e  e n a c t­
m en t o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  by  th e  U n it ed  S t a t e s  
C o n g re ss  g r a n t in g  r e s e r v a t i o n  s t a t u s  to  th e  
la n d s  o f  th e  P u eb lo  o f  Acoma o f f  o f  i t s  
r e s e r v a t i o n  comm only r e f e r r e d  to  a s  th e  
B e r r y h i l l  R anch .

/

*

Councilman
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N

Tribal^Secretary

I, the undersigned as Governor of the Pueblo of Acoma, “Sky City, 
hereby certify that the Acoma Tribal Council at a duly called 
neeting of the Tribal Council and the People of Acoma, convened 
and held on the 23/v-/ day of 1978, at Acoma Pueblo
New Mexico, approved this Resolution, a quorum being present, and 
that voted for and opposed.
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IN RCRLV RCFCR TO*.

United States Department of the Interior Rea l prO p,r t y
BUREA U OF INDI AN  AFFAIRS  Management

SOU THE RN PUEBLOS AGENCY
P.O. BOX 1667

1000 INDIAN  SCHOOL ROAD, N.W 
ALB UQUERQUE,  NEW MEXICO 87 10 3

»

Covemor Sta nle y Paytlamo 
Pueblo of  Acoma 
P. 0 . Box 309
Acomlta, New Mexico 87034

Dear Governor:

Our le tte r  of  November 8,  1977 forwarded for the  Pue blo'a records 
a copy of the  approved Warranty Deed, by which the Adrian Berry­
h i l l  Ranch was conveyed to  the United St at ea  of  America In Trust  
for  the Pueblo of  Acoma, aald pa rc el  o f land containing  3,9 72 .39
ac re s.

When you were In our o ffi c e  ea r li e r , you asked for  co pi es  of  a ll  
of the documents In the Ber ry hi ll Ranch purchase f i l e .  The docu­
ments are enclo sed  and Inc lud e the fo llo wing:

1. T it le  Insurance by Pionee r Nation al T it le  Insurance Company.

2. Pin al T it le  Opinion from the Fie ld  S o li c it o r , May 31, 1977.
3.  Prelimin ary T it le  Opinion from the  Fi eld S o li c it o r , November 9,  
1976.

4. C er ti fi cate  of  In sp ec tio n and Pos se ss ion,  October 20,  1976.

3,  Acoma Tr ibal  Res olut ion,  Ju ly 14, 1976,  req ue sti ng  the  land be 
taken In Trust for  the  Pueblo o f Acoma.

6.  Acoma Tr ibal  Re so lu tio n,  March 3,  1976, au thor isi ng  payment o f 
$300 ,000 of Tr iba l funds for the Ber ry hi ll Ranch.
7. Appraisal  Report by Bureau ap pr aiser.

8.  Be rry hl ll-Blbo  T it le  Opinion,  dated June 9, 1976,  by Robert M. 
Dixon; Amendment dated  October 18,  1976.
9. Purchase and Sa le  Agreement.

10.  Inven tory of Adrian Ber ry hi ll Est at e.

a

o
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11 . Warranty Deed, December 19 , 196 3, Arthur Bibo to Adrian Ber ry­
h i l l  and Gladdua T. B er ry hil l.
12 . Warranty Deed, date d August 23 , 1976, Arthur Bibo to  Kow-Ina 
Cultural  Research Foun dation, o f par ce l co nt aining  76 .42 ac re s,

W which Is  li s te d  as an ex ce pt ion In  the  Deed to  the United S ta te s .
13 . Warranty Deed, Arthur Bibo to  Ray Wllsf ord of  pa rc el  co nt aining  
3 acr es , which Is  li s te d  as an ex ce pt ion In the  Deed to the  United  
S ta te s,  and als o  Inclu des a pe rp etua l easement for  a road.

•  14 . Warranty Deed, Arthur Bibo to  R. L. Pre strldg e o f par ce l con­
ta in in g 3 acr es , which Is  li s t e d  as  an ex ce pt ion In the  Deed to  the  
United S ta te s,  and a ls o  Inclu des a pe rp etua l easement for a road.
15 . Pa ten t, date d Ap ril  5,  195 2, from th e United Sta te s o f America 
to  Arthur Bibo which co nt ains  mi neral  re se rv at io ns  to the  Uni ted  
S ta te s.
16 . Deed, dated October 27 , 193 6, from New Mexico and Arizona Land 
Company to United Sta te s o f America which co nt ains  mi neral re se rv a­
ti o n s.

17 . Deed, date d March 9,  1912, from S t.  Lou is and San Fr ancis co  
Ra ilroad Company to  New Mexico and Arizona Land Company.
18. Pa tent , dated November 27 , 190 8, from the United Sta te s o f 
America to  A tl an ti c and P acif ic  Ra ilr oa d Company, and to  i t s  su c­
ce ss or s and ass ig ns.

As we mentioned to you , we have prep ared  a Co rre ction  Warranty Deed 
to  co rr ec t one li n e  In the  des cr ip ti on  o f the  min era l re se rv at io n  
in  a po rt ion o f  se ct io n  13, T. 8 N .,  R. 10 W., NMPM. This i s  the  
ten th li n e  on page 5 o f the  Deed from the  B er ry hil ls  to the  United 
Sta te s and i t  should read: "W%, SŴ NEi;." As soon as  the  document 
has been completed and approved, a copy w il l be fur nis hed to  you 
for the Pu eb lo's reco rd s.

I f  we can be o f fu rthe r ass is ta n ce  In th is  matt er,  p le as e l e t  us 
know.

Sin ce re ly  yo ur s,

Louis a B. Sando
Ac tin g Agency Re alt y O ff ic erEn clo sures: 18

a
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United States Department of the Interior Real Estate Services
BUREAU OF IND IAN  AFFAIRS 

ALBUQUERQUE AREA OFFICE  
P.O. BOX 83 27

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW  MEXICO 87 10 8

DEC 2 0 1978

Mr. Stanley  Paytiamo 
Governor, Pueblo of Acoma 
P. 0. Box 309
Pueblo of Acoma, New Mexico 87034

*

Dear Governor:

This  re fe rs  to your  le t te r  to  me dated December 11, enc losing Trib al  
Resolutions Numbered TC-DEC-3-78A and 78B, reques ting  the ass istance  
o f the Bureau of  Ind ian A ff a ir s  to have le g is la ti on  enacted which 
would give  Reservation sta tus  to  the  lan ds, known lo ca lly  as the 
B erryh ill  Ranch and Wilson Ranch, th a t you have purchased ou tside 
Acoma Pueblo 's exist ing Reservat ion.

Requests o f th is  kind are norma lly acted upon f i r s t  by the Agency 
Super intendent and h1s s ta ff . We are sending your reso lutio ns  to  the 
Superin tendent of Southern Pueblos Agency with  a request th a t th at 
proposed le g is la tion  be draf ted concerning the B err yh il l Ranch and 
the Wilson Ranch lands.  The proposed le g is la ti o n  w il l then be 
submitted to  the Field S o li c it o r  fo r review and advice before i t  is  
transmi tted to  the Commissioner in  Washington, D. C.

Meanwhile, we are w ri ting  to  the Conmissioner, asking fo r adv ice as 
to what documentation his o ff ic e  would need with  a request of th is  nature .

However, a ft e r the proposed le g is la ti o n  is  dra fted, you may find 
th at i t  w il l fa c il it a te  mat ters  i f  you submit the  proposed le g is la ti on  
d irec t to one or  more o f the  Senators or  Congressmen from New Mexico 
and ask him to have the le g is la ti o n  introduced in  Congress.

We do not have the deed on the Wilson Ranch to record in  the T it le  
Plan t. I t  is  our understanding th at Southern Pueblos Agency is  
checking that  document. As t i t l e  to  th at  land was taken in  fee,  
fo r the Pueblo of  Acoma, i t  is  our op inion th at  before any ac tion 
is  taken toward adding th is  land to the Acoma Reservat ion , the t i t l e  
documents must be examined by the Field S o li c it o r  and his opinio n 
received. I f  the Pueblo does not  have merchantable t i t l e  to any 
pa rcel , ac tion to cure the t i t l e  de fec ts should be completed before 
any le g is la tion  is  proposed.

k-
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W hen the proposed le g is la ti o n  has been dra fted, in  form satis fa cto ry  to  you and the Field S o li c it o r , we sh all promptly submit i t  to the Conrnissioner i f  th at then is  s t i l l  desired by you and your  Council.

Sinc erely yo urs,

cc: Berryhill Ranch /
Carl Wilson Ranch

5 4 -9 9 9  0 - 8 0 - 5
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•N REPLY REFER TO:

United States Dep artm ent  of  the Inter ior  Real E s ta te  services 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

ALBUQUERQUE AREA OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 8327

ALBUQUE RQUE, NEW MEXICO 87108

4.

DEC 2 019 78

Memorandum

To: Commissioner o f In dian A f fa ir s
A tt e n ti o n : O ff ic e  o f T ru s t R e s p o n s ib il it ie s , Code 200

From: Area D ire c to r

Subjec t:  Request o f Acoma Pueblo fo r  L e g is la ti o n  to  Giv e Res er va tio n 
Status to  Lands Purchased Outside  E x is ti n g  Res er va tio n

For  rea dy re fe re nce, we enclo se  a cop y o f yo ur memorandum to  me o f 
Oc tob er 31,  1978, w ith  which you se nt  the Opinion  o f the Act in g 
Ass oc ia te  S o li c it o r  th a t lan ds  ou ts id e  In d ia n Res erva tio ns  in  
New Mexico and Ar izo na  can on ly  be added to  the Res er va tio n th rouq h 
Congres sio na l a c tio n . The Pueblo o f Acoma has transm it te d  copies  
o f T ri b a l Res olut ions  Numbered TC-DEC-3-78A and 78B, as king  th a t 
lands which Acoma Pueblo purch ased , known lo c a ll y  as th e B e rry h il l 
Ranch and Wi lson Ranch, become a p a rt  o f th e ir  Res er va tio n.

We have asked the  Southern  Pueb los Agency to  d ra f t  proposed 
le g is la ti o n , and en clo se  a copy o f ou r memorandum to  the Go ve rnor , 
Pueblo o f Acoma.

I t  w i l l  be ap prec ia ted i f  you w i l l  ad vise  us what docume nta tion you 
would want  to  accompany a re qu es t fo r  suggested le g is la t io n ,  such 
as deed and the F ie ld  S o l ic i to r 's  f in a l t i t l e  op in io n . In c id e n ta ll y , 
the Departm ent's  Report on P.L . 95-361 (r e  Papago) th a t you 
men tioned in  your Oc tob er 31 memorandum was no t rece ived

y  y z
DEPUTVArea D ir e c to r

Enclosures
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS OF WILSON RANCH LAND AREA

December 21, 1978

Mr. Kenneth Payton, Superintendent
Southern Pueblos Agency
P.O. Box 1667
1000 Indian School Road, N.W.
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103
Dear Mr. Payton:

Enclosed is resolution No. TC-DEC-19-78 C, Request 
for Title of Pueblo of Acoma, Bar Fifteen To Be Held in 
Trust by the United States of America. This resolution 
is very important as it is a supporting document to the 
WARRANTY DEED dated October 20, 1978, between WILSON 
CATTLE COMPANY, to PUEBLO OE ACOMA, filed of record 
October 20, 1978 at 3:08 P.M. as Instrument No. 19078 
and recorded in book 258, page 1817, records of Valencia 
County, New Mexico.

Thank you for your continued co-operation.
Sincerely,

tanley Paytiam©/ Governor

JSJ/dm
Enclosure: Resolution No. TC-DEC-19-78 C

cc: Governor's file
Subject file/ 
Chrono file
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IN  R E P L Y  R E F E R  T O ,

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  G O V ER N O R

PUEBLO DE ACO M A
"THE SKY CITY"

P.  O . Box 3 0 9
P U E B L O  O F  A C O M A . N E W  M E X IC O  8 7 0 3 4

T E L E P H O N E  ( 5 0 5 )  5 5 2 - 6 6 0 6

RESOLUTION NO. TC-DEC-19-78 C
REQUEST FOR TITLE TO PUEBLO OF ACOMA, BAR FIFTEEN 

TO BE HELD IN TRUST BY THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
At a duly called meeting of the Tribal Council of the Pueblo 

of Acoma held on t he// day of , 1979 the following

resolution was adopted:

WHEREAS:

SEC. NO. 1 The Acoma Tribal Council acting in and for 
the authority of the Pueblo of Acoma has 
finalized purchase on the Wilson Ranch, Bar 
Fifteen in Valencia County, New Mexico the 
legal documents attached hereto; and

SEC. NO. 2 The Pueblo of Acoma desires that the Pueblo 
of Acoma, Bar Fifteen be held in trust for 
the perpetual enjoyment of all future genera­
tions of the Tribe; and

SEC. NO. 3 The Pueblo of Acoma having determined that the 
United States of America, through its proper 
Department and Agency, is authorized and quali­
fied to serve- as trustee of said trust.

*
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
SEC. NO. 1 That title to the Pueblo of Acoma (previously Wilson Ranch), Bar Fifteen property be taken in the name of the United States of America, Trustee, to be held in trust pursuant to the

*
A

ATTEST:

*
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, the undersigned as Governor of the Pueblo of Acoma, "Sky 

City," hereby certify that the Acoma Pueblo Council, at a „  

duly called meeting which was convened and held on the f f *  

day of_j2 g^Z ^ , 1978, at the Pueblo of Acoma, in tte 
State of New Mexico, approved the foregoing Resolution, a

P l e s e n t ' “ d  “ “ - / - V o t e d  f o r ,  an d /  o p p ose d . 

j ! i  P  ' ) ! h i <  'O O re rn b T /’t i g y o  of^Acom as a7

ATTEST:
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December 11, 1973

Honorable Harrison II. Schmitt
U.S. Senator for Ne w Mexico
1251 Dirksen, Senate Office Building
Washington, CC. 20510

Dear Honorable Schmitt:

The Acoma Tribal Council functions to enable 
economic stability and future prosperity for its 
tribal members. It is with concerns such as these 
that the Council is requesting assistance through 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs to have legislation 
enacted which would give trust status to certain 

areas of ranch land.
The concerns and positions in regards to this 

situation are illustrated in the enclosed resolutions, 
riease give these concerns your immediate favorable 

su pp or t.

S incore 1*»,

JSJ/jtv

Enclosure: Resolution Mo. TC--Drc-3-7''!’1.
Resolution 'do. TC-DEC-3-723

Governor Subject/ Efeieno
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December 11, 1978

Honorable Pete V. Domenici 
U.S. Senator for New Mexico 
405 Russell, Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Honorable Domenici:

The Acoma Tribal Council functions to enable 
economic stability and future prosperity for its 
tribal members. It is with concerns such as these 
that the Council is requesting assistance through 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs to have legislation 
enacted which would give trust status to certain 
areas of ranch land.

The concerns and positions in regards to this 
situation are illustrated in the enclosed resolutions. 
Please give these concerns your immediate favorable 
support.

Sincerely,

JGJ/jtv
Enclosure: Resolution No. TC-DZC-l-TlA Governor

Resolution No. TC-PEC-3-78B Subject /
Chrono



69

December 11, 1978

Honorable Manuel Lujan, Jr.
U.S. Congressman for New Mexico
1323 Longworth Building
Washington, C.C. 20515
Dear Honorable Lujan:

The Acoraa Tribal Council functions to enable 
economic stability and future prosperity for its 
tribal members. It is with concerns such as these 
that the Council is requesting assistance through 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs to have legislation 
enacted which would give trust status to certain
areas of ranch land.

The concerns and positions in regards to this 
situation are illustrated in the enclosed resolutions. 
Please give these concerns your immediate favorable 
support.

Sincerely,
PUEBLO 0^ arc*"'.

J3J/itv
Enclosure: Resolution No. TC-PPC-3-7 \ GovernorResolution No. TC-DFC-3-73B Subject

Chrono
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December 11, 1978

Honorable Horrid Runnels 
U. S. Congressman for New Mexico 
1735 Longworth Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Dear Honorable Runnels :

The Acoma Tribal Council functions to enable 
economic stability and future prosperity for its 
tribal members. It is with concerns such as these 
that the Council is requesting assistance through 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs to have legislation 
enacted which would give trust status to certain 
areas of ranch land.

The concerns and positions in regards to this 
situation are illustrated in the enclosed resolutions.
Please give these concerns your immediate favorable 
support.

Sincerely,

L'r.closuresResolution ’io. _'C- r M - ? - ’, Govorrc-
Rcsolution :o. :c-<ZC-3-7in Subject";

Chrono
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December 11, 1978

Mr. Kenneth Payton
Southern Pueblos Agency
P. 0. Box #1GG7
1000 Indian School Rd. NW
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103
Dear Mr. Payton t

The Acoma Tribal Council functions to enable 
economic stability and future prosperity for its 
tribal members. It is with concerns such as these 
that the Council is requesting assistance through 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs to have legislation 
enacted which would give trust status tc certain
areas of ranch land.

The concerns and positions in regards to this 
situation are illustrated in the enclosed resolutions. 
Please give these concerns your immediate favorable

support.

JSJ/jtv
Enclosures: Resolution Ko. TC-DEC-3-78A Go vernor

Resolution Ko. TC-DEC-3-733 S u b je c t
Ch rono
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December 1 1 ,  1978

Mr. Sidney Mills
Area Director
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Albuquerque Area Office
P. 0. Box #3327
Albuquerque, Hew Mexico 87108

Dear Mr. Kills:

The Acona Tribal Council functions to enable 

economic stability and future prosperity for its 

tribal members. It is with concerns such as these 

that the Council is requesting assistance through

the Sureau of Indian Affairs to have legislation 

enacted which would give trust status to certain

areas of ranch land.

The concerns and positions in regards to this 

situation are illustrated in the enclosed resolutions. 

Please give these concerns your imrediate favorable

JSJ/jtv
Governor

Subject^

Enclosures: Resolution Mo. TC-DEC-3-78A



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

RUST LT. GOVERNOR 
William Esrevon, Jr.

SECOND LT. GOVERNOR 
Harry Atctncio

FIRST FISCALE 
Emilio Tori**©

8C 0N 0 Pl SCALE

Steve Jucmco 
INTERPRETER

Loo Pojquele 
TREASURER

T t ; •• . Raymond Concho, Sr.
- t  COUNCILMEN 
•A i- . Formin Martinez 

Oieco Vcldo. Jr. 
w —‘ ■ ■ Fcul HHtia

» Wiiburt Chino 
iT - l*  . Harvey Levaldo 

Martin Pmo 
Tom Ortiz

«> * • Thomas Vollo 
- V  Cyrus Chino 

." C  Ray 
* »  ‘ • Jimmie Shutvia 

*  * Fred Vallo, Sr.
/  CATTLE OFFICERS

V '*  Thomos Gore

... XEEP BOSSES ACCMITA 
.?•  Abel Miller, Sr.
• -r -  Hubert Chino

Jimmy Gcrcia

j r .  -«KTE CLOSER 
. <■, Jahn Concho

P..EBLO DE AC O M ..
•THE  SKY CITY”

R . O . BOX 3 0 9
R U C B L O  O F  A C O M A . N E W  M E X IC O  8 7 0 3 4

. . .  • . '  
RESOLUTION NO.  T C -D E C -3 -7 8B

T V L X P H O N E  ( 3 0 3 )  3 3 2 - 6 6 0 8

REQUEST TO THE BUREAU OF IND IAN  AFFAIRS  FOR ASSISTANCE 
IN THE ENACTMENT BY THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS OF 
LEGISLATION GRANTING RESERVATION STATUS TO THE WILSON 
RANCH LANDS OF THE ACOMA PUEBLO. „• X,.-

A t a  d u ly  c a l l e d  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  T r i b a l  C o u n c i l o f  

th e  P u e b lo  o f ’ Aco ma h e l d  o n  t h e  3 ^  d ay

1 9 78 , th e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  w as a d o p te d :  \ . ; . r

WHEREAS: - ' ; S  ’

S e c . No.  1 The P u e b lo  o f  Ac om a h a s  p u rc h a s e d  l a n d s  
■ o f f  o f  i t s  r e s e r v a t i o n  co m m on ly  r e f e r r e d  

t o  a s  t h e  C a r l  W ils o n ,  B ar F i f t e e n  
’ - R an c h ; a n d

. l -  S e c . N o.  2 T he P u e b lo  o f  Ac om a i s  d e s i r o u s  o f  h a v in g  
- 't h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  C o n g re ss  e n a c t  l e g i s -  

v  l a t i o n  g r a n t i n g  R e s e r v a t i o n  s t a t u s  t o
s u c h  l a n d s ;  a n d

. . J. S e c . No.  3 T he P u e b lo  o f  Ac om a i s  d e s i r o u s  o f  o b t a i n -

. j.ng  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  th e  B u re a u  o f  I n d i a n
,'_‘Y t A f f a i r s  i n  t h e  P u e b l o 's  e f f o r t  t o  o b t a i n  

~ . e n rh  1 o rt i s i a t i o n .
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BOW T HEREFORE -BE IT  RESOLVED: '

That the Tribal Council of th e Pueblo of
......... Acoma h ereby requests th e Bureau of Indian
---- — - —  Affairs to  give assistance in  the e n a c t ­

men t  o f legislation by the United States
Congress granting reservation status to 
the lands of the Pueblo of Acona off of its 
reservation commonly referred to as the 
Wilson Ranch.

1st Lt . Governor

«£ee»-H ea d Co unc iliac

u n c i Iraa n

AT TE ST :

T r ib a l  S e c re ta ry

C ouncilm an
-a / : t

f e -  < 6  C

C c r x . . -  an

,/T —

u n c il m an
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, the undersigned as Governor of the Pueblo of Acoma, "Sky City, 
hereby certify that the Acotna Tribal'Council at a duly called 
meeting of the Tribal Council and the People of Acoma, convened 
and held on the 3 ^  day of ^ ^ 978, at Acoma Pueblo
New Mexico, approved this Resolution, a quorum being present, and 
that y  voted for and &  opposed.

tribal

*
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December 11, 1973

Mr. Robert Benavidez 
P.0. Box 63
Soil Conservation Service 
Los Lunas, New Mexico 87030 
Dear Mr. Benavidez;

Mr. Bill Maxwell is an employee of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs working in the Range Conservation Depart­

ment. Presently, they are involved in efforts to do 
management planning, road improvements and water resource 
development associated with Indian Lands.

Please allow him the cooperation by raking available 
arial maps of the recent Wilson Ranch.

Thank you in advance for your co-operation.
Sincerely

/' /Governor

cc:
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IN  R H IM .Y  R E F E R  T O ,

PUEBLO DE ACOM A
"T H E  SKY C IT Y "

P.  O . Box 3 0 9
P U E B L O  O F  A C O M A . N E W  M E X IC O  8 7 0 3 4

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  T E L E P H O N E  ( 5 0 5 1  5 5 2 - 8 6 0 6

GOVERNOR
Stanley Paytiomo

FIRST LT GOVERNOR 
Williom E*t«van, Jr.

SECONO LT. GOVERNOR 
Horry Ascencio

FIRST FISCALE 
Emilio Torivio

SECONO FISCALE 
Rex Salvador

THIRD FISCALE 
Lloyd Arogon

SECRETARY 
Steve Juanico

INTERPRETER 
Leo Posquele

TREASURER
Raymond Concho, Sr.

COUNCILMEN 
Fermin Mortmez 

Jr.
Wilburt Chino 
Harvey Levaldo

Diego Voldo, 
Paul Histia

RESOLUTION NO. TC-NOV-8-78D

LIQUIDATION OF SECURITIES HELD IN ACCOUNT OF THE PUEBLO OF ACOMA, #433-09011 (MERRILL LYNCH PIERCE FENNER AND 
SMITH INC.) TO BENEFIT THE OPERATION OF BAR FIFTEEN RANCH.

At a duly called meeting of the Tribal Council of
h S' S/,,rthe Pueblo of Acoma held on the S ____ day of ,

1978, the following resolution was adopted:

WHEREAS:
Sec. No. 1

CATTLE OFFICERS 
Kenneth Gorcia 
Delbert Raughsurfoce 
Diego Voldot  Jr. 
Thomas Garcia 
David Jucn.co 
Romero Sanchez

SHEEP BOSSES ACCMITA 
Abel v.i-'er. Sr.
Hubert Chino

SHEEP BOSSES McCARTYS 
Nevm Torivio 
Lucian Gunn

Sec. No. 2

WATER BOSSES 
George Garcio 
Jimmy Garcia 
Albert Chmo 
George E. Garcia 
Allen Roy 
Leroy Vailo

GATE CLOSER 
John Concho

Sec. No. 3

The Acoma Tribal Council is the officially 
recognized self-governing body for the 
Pueblo of Acoma and functions to attain 
economic self-sufficiency in certain aspects 
of Tribal operations; and
The Pueblo of Acoma has acquired and 
comoleted transactions on the Wilson 
Ranch (BAR FIFTEEN) Purchase Agreement 
on October 20, 1978 and Cattle Purchase 
on November 1, 1978; and
Financial capability is required to 
maintain the Acoma (BAR FIFTEEN) Ranch 
and Cattle Company in operation before 
a self-sustaining operation can be 
realized.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
S e c . No . 1 T h a t t h e  Aco ma T r i b a l  C o u n c i l dct e .r r. ir -- -- .

to liquidate the securities held in c? a 
account of the Pueblo of Acoma, #433-' rl monitored by Merrill Lynch Pierce Fenr.ar i 
Smith Inc.; and

54-999 0 - 8 0 - 6
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Sec. No. 2 That the Acoma Tribal Council authorizes
Mr. Raymond Concho, Sr., Tribal Treasurer, 
to make the liquidation settlement; proceeds 
of which will be budgeted toward the 

_ operation of the Acoma BAR FIFTEEN Ranch 
and Cattle Company.

V - J  Q - t

S e c r e t a r y ,  P ueb lo  o f  Acoma
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, the undersigned as Governor of the Pueblo of Acoma, Sky City, 
hereby certify that the Acoma Tribal Council at a duly called 
meeting of the Tribal Council and the People of Acoma, convened 
and held on the day ofy^ C r ^  1978, at Acoma Pueblo

New Mexico, approved this Resolution, a quorum being present, and
7  voted for and opposed.
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October 16, 1978
Mr. Kenneth Payton, Superintendent 
Southern Pueblos Agency 
P.0. Box 1667
1000 Indian School Road, N.W.
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

Dear Mr. Payton;

Enclosed for your information are Resolution No's. TC-OCT-10-78A, 
78B, 78C, and 78D; they are identified as the Request to the Southern 
Pueblos Agency for Survey of Wilson Ranch, Authorization to Close 
the Purchase of the Wilson Ranch (BAR FIFTEEN) without Survey of 
the Entire Ranch, Ratification by the Acoma Public of Wilson
Ranch Purchase and Authentication of Corrections to Wilson Ranch 
Purchase and Sale Agreement, respectively.

The Acoma Tribal Council have deliberated on these resolutions 
and have found them to represent a plan of action. All the resolu­
tions pertain to the settlement of the Wilson Ranch and are Self- 
explanatory. We look forward to a favorable consideration.

If there are items which need attention, please refer 
them to Mr. Chuck Reynolds at 842-8177 or you can call our 
Tribal Office at 552-6606 or 6607.

Respectively,
PUEBI-O OF ACOMA

Stanley Paytiamo, Govennor

Enc: Resolution No,'s. TC-OCT-10-7CA, 73B,'73C, and 78D.
cc: Governor's file 

Subject file /
Chrono file



81

October 10 , 1973

Mr. Wilson C. Skeet
Vic e Chairman, Navajo  T r ib a l Co un cil
Navajo Nation
Windowrcck, Ariz on a 36515

Re: Assignment of unexchanned portion s o f Navajo leased  land 

Dear Mr. Sheet:

As you pr ob ab ly  know, th e Acoma Pueblo 1s p re sen tly  In  the pro ces s 
o f  pu rcha sln n the Wilson  Ranch wh ich  li e s  east  o f  ou r Pueblo.  We are  
Inform ed  by Mr. J Ip  Brown o f  Western Farm !tanaqes<ent Company, the Wilsons 
re p re sen ta ti ve , th a t he has co nt ac te d you co nc erning  th o s it u a ti o n  
In vo lv ln q  lan d own«d by the Navajo Nat ion w it h in  the  Wilso n Ranch. You 
are  aware, I am sure , th a t the DL'-'-’ia va jo  Land Cxchanoe was o r ig in a ll y  
supposed to  In clude a l l  th e Navajo Land w it h in  th e Wilso n Ranch. When 
wo en tered In to  ou r a c re t' a in t to  purchase the ra nch , wc were a n ti c ip a ti n '?  
th a t the exchange would have a lready take n plac e be fo re  we clo se d ou r 
purchase tr ansaction  w it h  th o W ils on s.

The re duction o f the s iz e  o f  the exchange bettveen 3L; !  and t ! ,o t'ava.lo 
Nat ion has lo f t  ap pr oxim at el y s ix  and on e -h a lf  uroxchunped  sections o f 
Navajo Land w it h in  toe Wilson  Ranch.

We would ap pre ciate  i t  ve ry  much I f  we co uld have an oppo rt un ity  to  
disc us s w ith  you the p o s s ib il i t y  o f  ou r t r ib e  le as ln p  the se s ix  and one - 
h a lf  sections from th e Navajo T ri be  u n t il  the exchanne w it h  the 1s 
conc lude d.  W? would li k e  to  leas e the;-: on the  sa.~o ba sis as a ?,L . lease 
w it h  the ra te s ti e d  to  3LM leas e ra te s .

: r .  dlr, Srown has arran oed fo r us tc  meet with  you o.. October 1 Hu 1 
Wlnlowrock to disc uss  th is  mat te r, he ex pl ain'd to us *h?t you r l 'p t  ' .v 
ar. cth -r c r  " i t  on th at  4 it*- ’.'>ich woul ’ m - -.5 from. i
yc -j.  >;s would a v -. c l a t i t  1 * you .-.?ul-' 1 '*  us -?t your u s r lf

t- ru  t r

SP/nt

f s a r . le y ^ ^ t h '  Z4

/

Governor

cc: li r .  Dan CescMnny, D irec to r,  Navajo Land 
Mr. Charles P. Reynolds,  At torney  a t LawGovernor,
S u b je c t/
Chrono

A dm in is tr a tion
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W A R R A N T Y u n n o

WILSON CATTLE C O .,  w h o se  a d d r e s s  i s  4 108  S h i l o h ,  H . E . ,  

A lb u q u e r q u e , New M e x ic o , f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  p a id ,  g r a n t s  t o  t h e  PUEBLO 

d e  ACOMA, P o s t  O f f i c e  Bo x 3 0 9 , A c o r a it a , Hew M e x ic o  8 7 0 3 4 , t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r ib e d  r e a l  e s t a t e  i n  V a le n c ia  C o u n ty , New M e x ic o :

T o w n sh io R anee S e c t i o n  S u r v ev

7N SW 10 NE 1 /4 1 6 0 .0 0
7N SW 14 SE 1 /4  SW 1 / 4 -  

SW 1 /4  SE 1 /4 8 0 .0 0
7N 5W 20 SW 1 /4  SE 1 /4 4 0 .0 0
7N SW 30 E 1 / 2  SW 1 /4  L o ts  

3 6 4 1 5 S .3 0

, 6 N
V*.

5W 6 . A l l „ - v - -  ............. , 6 3 5 .5 5

7N 6W 26 N 1 / 2  NE 1 /4 8 0 .0 0
7N 6W 34 NE 1 / 4 - S 1 / 2  N 1 / 2  

NW 1 /4  SW 1 /4 3 2 0 .0 0
6N 6W 6 N 1 / 2  NW 1 / 4 -  

N 1 / 2  NE 1 /4 1 5 9 .3 5
6N cw 10 SE 1/4 -S W 1/4 -N W 1/4 1-

N 1 / 2  NS 1 /4 5 6 0 .0 0
6N 6W 14 NE 1 /4 1 6 0 .0 0
6N

6N

SW

sw
28 N W 1 /4 -N 1 /2  SW 1/4 - 

NW 1/4  SE 1 /4
2 8 0 .0 0

30 SE 1 / 4 ;  SW 1 /4 4 0 .0 0
6N 6W 12 A l l 6 4 0 .0 0
6N sw 22 N W 1 /4 -N E 1 /4 -S E 1 /4 4 8 0 .0 0
SN sw 1 A l l 6 4 0 .8 0
SN sw 3 A l l 6 3 7 .6 0
SN 6W 4 L o ts  1 S 2 -S 1 /2

N E 1/4 -N W 1/4 3 1 8 .8 9  •
SN sw 4 SW 1 /4 1 6 0 .0 0
SN J  « « 5 A l l 6 2 8 .8 0
SN sw 6 A l l 6 3 0 .8 1
SN SW 7 A l l 6 4 1 .8 4
SN
SN

6W 9 A l l 6 4 0 .0 0

SN SW - ■ . ■. 1 1  • A l l  --r '.- 64  O'. 0 0  '

5N SW 12 NW 1 /4  SE 1 /4 4 0 .0 0
SN 6W IS A l l 6 4 0 .0 0
SN SW 17 A l l 6 4 0 .0 0
SN 6W 18 A l l 6 4 2 .6 4

SN 6W 19 A l l  , 6 4 2 .8 0
SN CW 20 NW 1/4  o f  N E 1/ 4 4 0 .0 0

^ .. 5 * 1 .,  t — . L ,.  ..  . .- .A ll  ........ 6 4 0 , 60 ' •••!

5N 7W 3 L o ts  1 6 2 - S 1 /2  N E 1 /4 -  
-S E 1 /4

SN 7W 13 A H  6 4 0 .0 0

1 3 ,2 9 9 .6 9
A c r - s ,  »’.ov< 
O r L e s s
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R E S O L U T I O N

BE IT REMEMBERED that a special meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Wilson Cattle Co. being duly called and held 
on October 16, 1978, and a quorum of the members of the Board 
being present, the following resolution was duly introduced and 
unanimously passed:

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the corporation 
that the Wilson Ranch be sold to the Pueblo de Acoma 
pursuant to the offer to purchase which was heretofore 
accepted by the corporation; and
WHEREAS, the corporation desires to complete such 
sale,
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the corporation 
hereby authorizes, directs, and empowers its president 
and any other officer to execute, acknowledge, and 
deliver on behalf of the corporation a warranty deed 
conveying the real property owned by the corporation to 
the Pueblo de Acoma; to execute such assignments, 
relinquishments, and other documents of transfer as may 
be necessary to transfer and convey all leases and 
grazing permits owned by the corporation as may be 
necessary to complete the sale to the Pueblo de Acoma; 
to execute and deliver a Bill of Sale of the cattle to 
be purchased by the Pueblo de Acoma, and to transfer 
the brand owned by the corporation; and to execute, 
acknowledge, and deliver any' other documents necessary 
or convenient to effect such sale.
The undersigned, as president of the corporation, does hereby 

certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
the resolution passed at the meeting of the corporation above
described.

WILSON CATTLE CO.

Carl W. W ils o n , V i-l
■L-l______
jilt
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ENCANT/

LAGUNA .INDIAN reservation k,

T H IS  I S  AN AP PR OX IM AT IO N OF 
THE  WILSO N RANCH AND SHOULD 
NOT BE CO NS IDER ED  .AC CU RA TE.

\ <
SERVATION t
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IX KHPI.Y KRTIBR TO:

PUEBLO DE ACOMA
• T H E  SKY C IT Y "

F. O. BOX 3 0 9
P U E B L O  O F  A C O M A . N E W  M E X IC O  B 7 O 3 4

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  G O V ER N O R  T E L E P H O N E  1 5 0 3 1  5 5 2 - 6 6 0 6

GOVERNOR
Raymond J. Concho, Sr. 

FIRST LT GOVERNOR
Ron D. Martinez 

SECOND LT. GOVERNOR
Frank L. Ortiz 

FIRST FISCALE
Fermin Martinez 

SECOND FISCALE
Harvey Leva Ido 

THIRD FISCALE
Lawrence Garcia 

SECRETARY
Juan S. Juanico 

INTERPRETER
Clyde J. Sanchez 

TREASURER
Dorrell L. Felipe

RESOLUTION NO. TC-JUN-25-79B

COMMENTARY SUBMITTED BY THE PUEBLO OF ACOMA TO THE EL MALPAIS PROPOSED WILDERNESS STUDY.
At a duly called meeting of the Tribal 

-the Pueblo of Acoma held on the day
1979, the following resolution was adopted:

Council of

Alfred L. Vallo WHEREAS:
Thomas Garcia 
Martin Pino 
Tom Ortiz 
Thomas Vallo 
Cyrus Chino 
Joe C. Ray 
Jimmie Shutiva 
Fred Vallo, Sr.

CATTLE OFFICERS 
Floyd Lowden 
Juanico Sapchez 
Melvin Lewis 
Emilio Concho, Jr.
Sandy VoHo, Jr. 
fAarvin Lukee

SHEEP BOSSES ACOMITA 

Floyd Lowden
SHEEP BOSSES McCARTYS 

Isaac Hayah 
Fermin Torivio

SEC. NO. 1 The Tribal Council of the Pueblo ofAcoma acting in and for the authority of the Pueblo of Acoma respectfully submit our opposition to the El Malpais Area being designated as a Wilderness 
Study; and

Lorenzo Sarracino

Lorenzo Chavez 
David Musseau 
Clifford Pasqual

SEC. NO. 2 Certain lands adjacent to the Eastern boundary of the Proposed Wilderness have been acquired by the Tribe; how­ever, there may be discrepancies to the exact boundaries outlining the acquired area as it coincides with the proposed area. These areas need clear identifi­cation as to the boundaries; and
SEC. NO. 3 There is not sufficient historical and legal background information to the appropriateness on "change of hands" of this proposed wilderness area: a ques­tion of the Tribe's aboriginal Rights to Sacred Areas within the area exists. Indian claim to land can only be done by an Act of Congress which impedes the Tribe's desire to acquire these lands for social and/or economic uses; and
SEC. NO. 4 The Bureau of Land Management has notspecifically identified mineral ownership to several sections of land. The Tribe has shown interest in acquiring different sections in fee title within the proposed wilderness area; and
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SEC. NO. 5 Legislative action as such has a strif- 
ling effect on the Tribe. Designating 
the area as wilderness opens up unintend­
ed unselective encroachments by people 
to the area instead of effectuating safe­
guards; and

SEC. NO. 6 The proposal impacts both the social 
and economic benefits which should be 
reserved to those at a local level. The 
Government devises such proposals or reg- 
lations without regional considerations; 
and

SEC. NO. 7 The proposal does not consider the manage­
ment capability of BLM to regulate the 
proposed wilderness area:
a. A feasibility of providing additional 

protection and safe keeping of the 
proposed area.

b. The Bureau of Land Management has suf­
ficient information regarding actual 
status of the proposed wilderness land.

In reference to these areas there are in­
sufficient personnel to render services; and

SEC. NO. 8 The Tribe feels that designating reserva­
tion status or putting certain areas in 
trust for the Tribe might be a suitable 
way to preserving the characteristic wild­
erness land.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Acoma Tribal Council establishes its position to the El Malpais Area being de­signated wilderness lands; and
FURTHER, we object to all other proposed wilder­ness lands which have been or will be designated on or near Acoma lands.

*'Vi V ," A

•: &
Councilman

Councilman

/ATTEST:

// Tribal Secretary
// ■
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, the undersigned as Governor o f  the Pueblo of Acoma, "Sky City,” 
hereby certify that the Acoma Tribal Council at a duly called 

meeting of the Tribal Counci1 and the People of Acoma, convened 
and l i e _ c  on che day of 1979, at Acoma Pueblo

New Mexico, approved this Resolution, a quorum being present, and 
that Z  voted for and opposed.

J >

7 •
C Z  /

Governor, Pueb'lo of Acoma

AT
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Senator  Melcher. I want to point out in terms of this resolution, however, tha t section 8 says that the tribe feels that designa ting reser­vation s tatus or putting certain areas in tru st for the tribe might be a suitable way of preserving the characterist ic wilderness land. It refers to a wilderness study area which is identified as “El Malpai BLM Pro­
posed Wilderness Study.”

S. 1832 has no provision at all regarding tha t study area. If  the Pueblo of Acoma is interested in acquiring land in that area. S. 1832 would not accomplish it, I do not believe. You had better review th at, Mr. Par rish, on behalf of tha t Pueblo because, as long as it is a wilder­ness s tudy area and is so designated, I think it would take another section to S. 1832 to remove it from the actual study. There is no com­patib ility at all with acquiring that  land on behalf of the Pueblo and managing it as wilderness.
The testimony is to the effect that they want the land for use. The restrictions of “wilderness” are such that the Pueblo would probably find itself not being able to use the land, not being able to drive a vehicle on it, for one thing.
If  that is the serious inten t o f the Pueblo and they seek to have that capability, I think  S. 1832 would have to be modified in that regard. You may discuss that  with our attorneys on the committee and the solicitors at the Department of the Interior.
I perceive the resolution reflects the desire of the Acoma Pueblo, and, if so, it might find restrictions from acquiring such land, unless there is more to S. 1832 than there is r igh t now’.
Mr. Parr ish, I take it that  you do not believe tha t just simply re­pealing section 211 would serve the objective you are seeking on behalf of the Pueblo Tribes. Is tha t correct?
Mr. P arrish. I do not believe the repeal alone would do it—no, sir. I believe the effect of S. 1832 is to set out the remedy in section 211 itself.
Senator Melcher. I w’ant to clari fy that. A simple repealer would not do it—or would it ?
Mr. Parrish. It  would not do it ; no, sir.
Senator Melcher. Senator Cohen ?
Senator Cohen . I  have just a couple of points, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Lovato, on page 2 of your statement, you indicate that the Pueblos’—by virtue of the evil actions of the United States—land- holdings were sharply reduced, and then you re fer to 25 U.S.C. 211, and you say:
Congress apparen tly reasoned th at  the Government, having allowed the Pueblos to be cheated of thei r land, should be assured that  the Ind ian  trib es in New Mexico and  Arizona could do no thing to resto re themselves to any rese rva­tion lands.
As I recall Mr. Mills’ testimony, he indicated tha t the sponsor of the legislation was mistaken about other law’s having previously been enacted. I  assume you take issue with tha t characte rization as a mis­take;  you believe it was an intentional act on the p art  of the Senator who sponsored tha t legislation ?
Mr. L ovato. Senator Cohen, we have been, for some reason, victims of a lot of confusion on the part  of a lot of people in the historical sense. I  do not, in any way, even pretend to know what the intent of the Sena tor was, but the effects have been tremendous.
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Senator Cohex. The reason I raise the question is thi s: If  it was an act of oversight on his part,  that  is one thin g; if it. was a deliberate 
act to achieve this result, that is another, as far  as this committee would be concerned in whether it should be overruled.

Second, these lands could be acquired by the tribe now; could they not ? ' *
Mr. Lovato. Yes, Senator.
Most of them are 1-acre, or 2-acre, or 3-acre type pieces of land. As 

the law presently states, we would have to come in with a separate 
bill every time one of these pieces of land was purchased in order for *tha t land to be declared a par t of t hat  partic ular  reservation.

Senator Cohex. Of course, when it becomes reservation or  trus t land, it then does have a consequence, and tha t is, it is not taxable. Is that correct ?
Mr. Lovato. That is right. It  can be declared t rus t land righ t now, but not reservation land.
Senator Cohex. All right.
You suggested in your own testimony that  Congress should not be burdened with some of these smaller parcels, and I tend to agree with 

that,  but there does remain the question of whether there should be any limits to the discretion of the Secretary  in terms of what can and cannot be declared trust  land.
Let me give you a hypothetical. Let us say there was a 1,000-acre 

parcel. T hat might make a difference as opposed to a 20-acre one that  you mention in your statement. My understanding is th at the Bureau of Indian Affairs has some regulations  to deal with this parti cular problem, but they have never been adopted or implemented. I  do not 
know why that  is the case, but  apparently no regulations  have been formally adopted tha t might address themselves to this issue.

In view of the fact that  the Congress has become more and more skeptical of, not this department particularly , bu t agencies in general exercising discretion without limitations—we are now talking , for example, about having one-House veto legislation before the full 
Senate and the full House. Do you think it would contravene the ob­jective you are seeking here to have some restriction in terms of the latitude tha t is given to the Secretary ? In  other words, if i t is designed 
to accomplish the results you are seeking, namely, the add ition of these parcels which are checkerboarded on your reservation lands but, none­theless, reserves for Congress some measure of oversight saying, if it reaches a certain level, perhaps it has to have congressional approval once the Secretary designates it  for inclusion.

Mr. Lovato. Senator Cohen, I think  that , basically, we are ta lking about land either within the exterior boundaries or land adjoining an existing  boundary.
There are rules and regulations already in existence which govern 

the decisionmaking process tha t the Secretary of the Inte rior  has to *follow.
Senator Cohex. I am to ld that  Senator Jackson, for example, has had quite a concern about a parcel of land  th at was designated for in­

clusion in the State of Washington, which precip itated some degree *of controversy, and tha t has never been resolved, to my knowledge.Perhaps it has been, but I have not been advised of it.
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I am ju st  conc erned abou t those  more controvers ial  decisions which  
Congress may wa nt to have  some say  in, pa rt icul ar ly  if  the y invo lve 
vast amoun ts of  lan d, or  lan d loca ted  in me tro po litan  areas,  or  wha t­
ever . I ju st  r aise the  issue th at  I do no t th in k Con gress is in the  m ood 

t to sim ply  tu rn  o ver  comp lete  d isc ret ion  to  any  agency any  longer . But
th at is  som eth ing  th at  we can , pe rhap s, d eal  with .

Mr. Lovato. Se na tor , I th in k th at  all  we are  askin g is th at  the 
Pueblo Tr ibe s be giv en equa l tre atmen t to othe r tribe s across thi s

, cou ntry.
I  th in k th at , in response  to the  Bu reau ’s sug ges tion th at  a mere  

So lic ito r’s opinio n will  suffice, thi s is n ot acceptable to us. T he Bu rea u 
has been in a sta te of con fus ion  rega rd ing th is issue fo r so lo ng. They 
have done no th ing about it. For them to come, at  t hi s po int , an d even 
sug ges t anoth er  rem edy , othe r th an  S. 1832, is beyond me. We  have 
So lic ito r’s opi nio ns whi ch conflict wi th each  o the r. They are  s ubject  to  
the polit ica l whims of whoever  is in the re.  We certa in ly  cannot agree 
wi th them th at the  So lic ito r’s op inion wil l suffice in th is  s itu ati on .

Se na tor  Coh en . You  indic ate d th at  there  were  no n- Indian  po pu la­
tions liv ing in th is  area. Do you  have  any reason to believe th at  the y 
are goin g to  be wi lling  to se ll th is  land  to you ?

Mr.  Lovato. Yes. A t a tremendous pri ce,  I  might  add. I t is rea lly  
ironic , bu t we a re bu ying  our  own lan d back at  a  trem end ous price.

Of  course, there are  othe r courses of  act ion  th at  the  tribes are  
ut ili zing  in  o rder  to  b rin g these peop le t o t he ir  senses. Most of them do 
not have  rig hts -of -w ay  to  th ei r pa rt ic ul ar  pieces of lan d, so they 
usu ally come down to a reason able pr ice.

Se na tor Melcher . The se peop le do not hav e rig hts-o f-w ay  ?
Mr.  Lovato. T hat  is righ t, unless they come in by hel icopter.
Se na tor Cohen . Th at  is al l I  have, Mr. C ha irm an.
Se na tor Melcher . Than k you a ll v ery  much.
Mr. L ovato. Than k you.
Se na tor Melcher . The com mit tee will also hold a he ar ing th is  

morning  on S. 1730 to dec lare th at  t itl e to ce rta in  lan ds  in  the  S ta te  o f 
New Mexico  a re h eld  in  trus t by the  Un ite d St ates  fo r the R am ah  B and 
of  the  Navajo  Tr ibe .

The fir st witn ess,  again , will  be Sid ney L. Mil ls, Ac tin g Deputy 
Com missioner, Bu rea u of  In di an  Affai rs, W ashing ton, D.C. He will 
be accompan ied  by Ra lph Ree ser,  Di rec tor o f C ongression al and L egis­
lat ive  Af fa irs ; and Da vid Har ris on , Ac tin g Di rec tor, Office o f Tru st  
Respo nsibil itie s.

Mr . Mil ls?

STATEMENT OF SIDNEY L. MILLS, ACTING DEPUTY COMMISSIONER,
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

♦ ACCOMPANIED BY RALPH REESER, DIRECTOR OF CONGRESSIONAL
AND LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS ; AND DAVID HARRISON, ACTING
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF TRUST RESP ONSIBILITIES

** Mr.  Mills. Mr. Ch air man  and mem bers of the  commit tee,  I am
pleased  to presen t the  views  of  the  De pa rtm en t of the  In te rior  on 
S. 1730, a bill , “To  dec lare  th at  tit le  to certa in lands in the  St ate of 
New M exico are  held in t ru st  by the  Uni ted State s f or  the  Ram ah  Band 
of  the  Navajo  Tr ibe .”
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We do not object to enactment of S. 1730.
S. 1730 would transfe r 13,385.43 acres of public domain land to the Ramah Band of the Navajo Tribe to be held in trust by the United States. The land that  would be tran sfer red is located in 21 odd-num­bered sections in Valencia County, N. Mex., and is surrounded, for the most pa rt, by Navajo t rus t lands. Although the land is prospectively valuable for minerals, no resource values have been identified of such significance as to require maintenance of the land in public ownership. 

The curren t value of the  land, including mineral rights, is estimated at $60 per acre.
In 1960, Public Land Ord er 2198 withdrew the land from app ropr ia­tion under the public land laws for “Ind ian use in aid of proposed legislation and of  a land consolidation and exchange program to adjust Navajo Indian  land matters  in New Mexico.” Since tha t time, the land has been administered by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Because of the indefinite nature of the withdrawa l of these lands, both the band and the Bureau of Indian Affairs have been reluc tant to invest large amounts of labor or materials in the area.
The Ramah Band’s attachment to the area in which the land is located is a longstanding one, beginning as early as 1540 when the band joined with the Zunis to resist Coronado’s invasion. In 1868, the band resettled the area afte r its members were released from captiv ity at Fort Sumner. Since tha t time, members of the band have made their homes, farmed, and raised thei r livestock on the land. At present, there are approximate ly 400 members of the band, out of a tota l population of 2,000, living on the land th at would be transfe rred under  the bill.
We believe th at consolidation of band lands, t ha t would result from the enactment of S. 1730, would be of great benefit to the Ramah Band as a whole, as well as to the individuals currently living on the land that  would be transferred . The average family  income of 60 percent of the band’s population is less than  $3,000 per year, with only 35 percent of the households having members employed on a regula r full-time basis. Others are self-employed or seasonal workers, with 80 percent of those households receiving thei r income from farming and livestock operations.
If  S. 1730 is enacted, the land t rans ferre d to the  band would be used for the development of new pastureland , for deferred grazing systems, and for the development of water wells for both human and animal use. The fencing of certain pastures would result in improved herds, both by the exclusion of poor quality rams and bulls and by the control 

of  the season and intens ity of grazing. This would then result in an in­crease in herd size and quality, with consequent economic benefits to the band.
Many of the band members currently on the land tha t would be trans ferred under S. 1730 are living in substandard housing. The tran sfer  of the land to trust  sta tus would mean tha t those individuals would be eligible to partic ipate  in BIA  and HUD  housing assistance programs.
In view of our determination tha t the band has specific needs tha t would be met by the transfer  of land under S. 1730, the consistency of the tr ans fer with the stated purpose of the existing withdraw al of the land, and the fact tha t we know of no opposition to this transfer, we do not object to enactment.
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This concludes my statement, Senator.
Senator  Melcher. Mr. Mills, I take  it t hat  the issuance of the public  land order in 1960, Publ ic Land Order  2198, was to improve the eco­

nomic opportuni ties of the Ramah Band; was it not?
Mr. Mills. Yes, si r; it was.
Senator  Melcher. When tha t order was issued, was the status of any 

other land changed ?
Mr. Harrison. Mr. Chairman, Public Land Order  2198 withdrew land in addition to these 21 sections th at are the subject of S. 1730, and those other lands are still withdrawn as well. But  with this leg­islation we are talking about today, there are only 21 sections that  are withdrawn for the Ramah Band. There were other lands withdrawn in this same public land order for other chapters where Navajos had 

settled on public land.
Senator  Melcher. Those other lands would not be affected by this 

bill then?
Mr. Harrison. That is correct.
Senator  Melcher. Wha t is the disposition of those other lands af ­fected by tha t land order ?
Mr. Harrison. They are still withdrawn.
Senator  Melcher. And they are available to the band ?
Mr. Harrison. Not to the Ramah Band.
Senator  Melcher. Not  to the Ramah Band. I  see; they involve other bands.
Mr. Harrison. That  is right.
Senator Melcher. In regard to these 21 sections: Do you see any problem with placing these lands in tru st for the Ramah Band vis-a- vis its relationship with the Navajo Nation ?
Mr. Mills. No, sir.
Senator Melcher. As they are being administered now—these pa r­ticular 21 sections—what is the nature  of the restrictions on the land ? Is it a question of just whether or not the band, itself, wants to make investment on those lands?
Mr. Mills. Si r, a t the present time they  are unable to drill  the ir own wells and get only use permits.
Senator  Melcher. I  see.
So, if we place these lands in trust status, those restrictions are removed ?
Mr. Mills. Yes, sir.
Senator Melcher. When the land order was made in 1960, as we understand it, the objective, as s tated then, was to tran sfer them into trust status by an act of  Congress. Why has there not been a move since 1960 to accomplish that?
Mr. Mills. Mr. Chairman, I think Mr. Reeser might be able to re­spond to tha t better than  I.
Mr. Reeser. Mr. Chairman, I  believe there has been legislation intro ­duced in previous Congresses to tran sfer  this land. It  is just one of those things tha t has never gotten done.
Senator Melcher. I see.
What does the Department propose to recommend with respect to the other lands that are covered by tha t Public Land Order  No. 2198 ?Mr. Mills. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Harr ison would l ike to respond to that.

5 4 -9 9 9  0 - 8 0 - 7
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Mi. Harrison. Mr. Chairman, the Department has not suggested, 
nor has the adminis tration recommended, any legislation with respect 
to the other lands covered by this public land order. The Navajo 
tribe, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the Bureau of Land Man­
agement have been working for some time to deal with  this  issue. It  is 
rathe r complicated. The tribe has purchased some sizable acreage in 
the area and has been attem pting to negotiate a trans fer. Both sides 
are looking at the land, appraising the surface, subsurface, grazing 
values, and so on, and lawyers on both sides are determining whether 
or not tha t can be done administra tively  or whether the tribe and the 
the Ttl ier  land tO g e t  l e r  w i t h  P r o Po s e d  legislation to deal with 

sections™* MeLCH EK > H o w  m u c h  l a n d  i s  involved, other than these 21

th e^ ec ^r T 1180̂  1 C a n n O t a n s w e r  t h a t > s i r - We can answer tha t for

Senator Melcher. 1 wish you would.
Mhthout objection it will appear in the record a t this point.
LI he material follows:]
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Inte rior
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHIN GTON, D.C. 20245

NOV 2 9 -979

Hon or ab le  Jo hn  M elch er  
Cha irm an , S e le c t Co mm itte e on 

In d ia n  A ffa ir s
U nit ed  S ta te s  Senate  
W as hing ton,  D. C. 20510

De ar Mr. Ch airma n:

Dur ing you r C om m it te e' s re c e n t h e a ri n g  on S.  17 30 , a b i l l  "To d e c la re  
th a t  t i t l e  to  c e r ta in  la nds in  th e  S ta te  o f  New Mex ico a re  h e ld  in  t r u s t  
by  th e  ^United S ta te s  fo r  th e  Ramah Band o f  th e  Nav ajo T r ib e " , ou r 
w it n ess  was as ke d to  ha ve  th e  fo ll ow in g  in fo rm a ti o n  p ro v id ed  to  th e  
Comm ittee fo r  th e  heari n g  re c o rd .

P u b li c  Land O rd er  No. 2198 o r ig in a l ly  in c lu ded  some 24 1, 80 7. 80  a cre s  and 
c u r re n tl y  in c lu d e s  some 20 4, 822.5 2 a c re s . Both f ig u re s  in c lu d e  th e  la nd  
d e sc ri b e d  in  S.  1730.

Acting DeputyCommissioner
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Senator Melcher. I take it, Mr. Mills, tha t your testimony is to the 
enect tha t if the land is consolidated, as would be possible under S. 
1 i30, it would have a positive impact on the tribe’s economic base?

Mr. Mills . Yes, sir.
Senator Melcher. On tha t very positive note, thank you very much 

for your testimony.
Mr. Mills . Thank you, sir.
Senator Melcher. Without objection, we will also include in the rec­

ord at  this point the letter,  dated November 19,1979, from the Depart­
ment of Interior to the committee with regard to this bill.

[The letter follows:]

*
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United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF THE  SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

NOV 1 9  197S

Honorable John Melcher
Chairman, Select Caimittee on 

Indian Affairs
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This responds to your request for our views on S. 1730, a bill
"To declare that title to certain lands in the State of New Mexico 
are held in trust by the United States for the Ramah Band of the 
Navajo Tribe."

Absent any opposition from other concerned parties, and we know of none, 
we  would not object to the enactment of S. 1730.

S. 1730 would transfer 13,385.43 acres of public danain land, currently 
administered by the Ccrmissioner of Indian Affairs and used by the Ramah 
Band of the Navajo Tribe, to be held in trust by the United States for 
the Band. The land that would be transferred is located in 21 odd-numbered 
sections in Valencia County, New Mexico, and is surrounded for the most 
part, by Navajo trust land. Although the land is prospectively valuable 
for oil, coal, and gas, no resource values have been identified of such 
significance as to require maintenance of the land in public ownership.
The land including mineral rights, is currently valued at $60 per 
acre, for a total value of approximately $803,000.

In 1960 the land was included in the withdrawal frcm appropriation 
under the public land laws of a substantial amount of public domain land, 
for "Indian use in aid of proposed legislation and of a  land consolidation 
and exchange program to adjust Navajo Indian land matters in New  Mexico." 
(Public Land Order 2198.) Since that time the land has been administered 
by  the Carmissioner of Indian Affairs. Because of the indefinite nature 
of the withdrawal of these lands, both the Band and the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs have been reluctant to invest large amounts of labor or materials 
in the area.

The Ramah Band's attachment to the area in which the land is located 
is a longstanding one, beginning as early as 1540 when the Band joined 
with the Zunis to resist Coronado's invasion. In 1868 the Band
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resettled the area after its members were released from capture at 
Fort Sumner. Since that time members of the Band have made their hemes, 
farmed, and raised their livestock on the land. At present there are 
approximately 400 members of the Band, out of a total population of 
approximately 2,000, living on  the land that would be transferred 
under the bill.

The transfer of land to the Ramah Band under S. 1730 would be  un­
related to the 1974 legislation or current proposals respecting the 
settlement of the Navajo-Hopi dispute. The Band is not specifically 
involved in that dispute since it has its ow n reservation, in a 
location far from the disputed area. The transfer of land in 
settlement of that dispute thus cannot benefit the Band as would 
the transfer of land under S. 1730.

We believe that the consolidation of Band lands that would result 
from the enactment of S. 1730 would be of great benefit to the Ramah 
Band as a whole, as well as t o the individuals currently living on 
the land that would be transferred. The average family income of 
60% of the Band's population is less than $3,000 per year, with  only 
35% of the households having members employed on a regular, full-time 
basis. Others are self-employed or seasonal workers, with 80% of 
these households receiving their income from farming and livestock 
operations.

If S. 1730 is enacted, the land transferred to the Band would be used 
for the development of new pasture land, for deferred grazing systems, 
and for the development of water wells for both human and animal use.
The fencing of certain pastures would result in improved herds both 
by  the exclusion of poor quality rams and bulls and by the oontrol 
of the season and intensity of grazing. This would then result in 
an  increase in herd size and  quality, with consequent economic benefits 
to the Band.

Many of the Band members currently on the land that would be trans­
ferred under S. 1730 are living in substandard housing. The transfer of 
the land to trust status would mean that those individuals would be 
eligible to participate in BIA or HUD housing assistance programs.

In view of our determination that the Band has specific needs which 
would be met by the transfer of land under S. 1730 and the consistency 
of the transfer with the stated purpose of the existing withdrawal of 
the land, we, as stated earlier, would not object to the enactment of 
S. 1730.

The Office of Managanent and Budget has advised that there is no 
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint 
of the Administration's program.

Sincerely,
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Senator Melcher. The Ramah Navajo Chap ter and the Ramah 
Navajo Community will be represented in test imony by Bennie Cohoe, 
president;  Jan Crull, assistant to the Ramah Navajo Chapter presi­
dent; Fra nk E. Paul,  vice chairman, Navajo Tribal Council; Pauline 
Rafal ito, Ramah Navajo Community member and resident of Public 
Land Orde r 2198 lands;  Nancy Alonzo, inte rpre ter;  Chavez Cohoe, 
president, Ramah Navajo School Board; Larry Manuelito, executive 
director, Ramah Navajo School Board; Jer ry Pino, Ramah Navajo 
trib al member; and Senator Pete Domenici.

Fi rst  of all, welcome back, Pete. We would like to have your t esti­
mony r igh t now.

Senator  Domenici. Mr. Chairman, as I  indicated, my detai led report 
for S. 1730 which I  introduced is included in the statement which you 
have already made a pa rt of the record.

I was present while you inquired of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
officials. R ather th an testi fy with reference to the 21 sections, which 1 
wholeheartedly support in terms of transfer  in trust to the Ramah 
Band, I  want to say this to you, Mr. Chairman and to the committee: 
Even though this band of Navajo people are remote, isolated, removed 
from the central activities of the Navajo Nation and isolated in many 
other respects, their determination to provide a better life for their  
people is an example to the  Indian people in the Four Corners area in 
all four of the States.

They have, through a genuine effort of  their  own, caused things  to 
happen for thei r people. They have a school facility second to none, 
and I trul y believe tha t, but for the activities of the ir leaders, most of 
who are here, tha t would not have happened. They are very optimistic 
about thei r future,  and in a very real sense, even though they are p art  
of the Navajo Nation, they see the need to move ahead as a band in 
provid ing an economic base and a real future for the 1,800 or so th at 
are par t of their band.

I really believe you hit it right on the head: This land probably 
should have been transfer red to them in trust a long time ago. Th is 
is a situat ion where trans fer would logically contribute to an economic 
base and a way of life. It  would provide them with opportunities  tha t 
are there for others, and the ir ingenuity and fortitude could prevail.

So, rather than  talk  specifically, I want to attes t to thei r extreme 
interes t in moving ahead. This is a singu lar effort on behalf  of thei r 
people. I do not think  tha t means tha t the Navajo Nation does not 
support their efforts, because you will hear from the  vice chairman of 
the Navajo Nation. He is here and I unders tand tha t they whole­
heartedly support this t ransfer to the Ramah Band. Is tha t r ight , Mr. 
Vice Chairman?

Mr. P aul. That  is absolutely true, Senator.
Senator  Domenici. Thank you very much for your hospitality today 

and for tak ing time to hear these two bills.
I now yield to the first speaker in behalf of S. 1730, Mr. Chairman.
Senator  Melcher. Mr. Bennie Cohoe ?
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STATEMENT OF BEN NIE  COHOE, PRESI DENT , RAMAH NAVAJO
CHAPTER, RAMAH NAVAJO COMMUNITY, ACCOMPANIED BY JAN
CRUEL, ASSISTANT, RAMAH NAVAJO CHAP TER PRESIDENT;
FRANK E. PAUL, VICE CHAIRMAN, NAVAJO TRIB AL COUNCIL;
PAU LINE RAFALITO, RAMAH NAVAJO COMMUNITY MEMBER
AND RESIDENT OF PUBLIC LAND ORDER 21 98  LANDS; NANCY
ALONZO, RAMAH NAVAJO RESERVATION I NT ER PR ET ER ; CHAVEZ
COHOE, PRESID ENT, RAMAH NAVAJO SCHOOL BOARD; LARRY
MANUELITO, EXECU TIVE DIRECTOR, RAMAH NAVAJO SCHOOL
BOARD; AND JER RY PINO, RAMAH NAVAJO TRIB AL MEMBER

M r. B en nie  Cohoe. T han k yo u, M r. C hai rm an  an d me mb ers  of  
th e com mi tte e.

My  name  is Be nn ie  Co hoe  an d 1 am  pr es id en t of  th e R am ah  N av aj o 
ch ap te r. 1 wo uld  lik e to  in trod uc e th e re st  of  th e pe op le  who ar e he re  
w ith  me an d who ar e re pr es en ting  th e R am ah  N av aj o co m m un ity  as  
wel l as th e Na va  jo Na tio n.

To  my ri ght is J a n  C ru ll.  H e is my  as si st an t w it h  th e ch ap te r.  On  
th e ot he r sid e is a co m m un ity  me mb er,  Mrs.  P au li ne R af al ito . A t th e 
en d is th e ch ap te r se cr et ar y,  Na nc y Al on zo . To  m y im m ed ia te  le ft  is 
th e vice  ch ai rm an  of  th e N av aj o N at io n,  Mr. F ra n k  E. P au l.  On th e 
ot her  s ide  of th e vice c ha ir m an  is ou r tr ib al  c ou nc il de lega te , M r. J e rr y  
Pin o,  Sr . To  th e fa r le ft  is ou r fo rm er  tr ib a l co un cil  de leg ate, now  
pr es id en t of  the  R am ah  N av aj o Schoo l B oa rd , In c. , M r. Ch avez  Coh oe.

I  wa nt  to th an k  the co mmitt ee  fo r th e op po rt un it y  t o  be  h er e be fo re  
yo u to ad dr es s th e issu e of  Se na te  bi ll 1730 . W e ha ve  pr ep ar ed  a 
w ri tte n te st im on ia l st at em en t an d ha ve  le tter s of  su pp or t fr om  v a ri ­
ous  age nci es an d some hi st or ic al  ba ck gr ou nd  of  th e la nd  we wi ll be 
ta lk in g  ab ou t toda y.  W e als o ha ve  pr ep ar ed  ph ot og ra ph s of  th e ar ea  
as well  as the pr es en t livi ng co nd iti on s of ou r peop le in th e 21  sec tion s. 
M e wo uld  lik e to  as k th a t the se m at er ia ls  be mac e p a rt  of  th e reco rd .

Sen at or  M elc her . W it ho ut ob jec tio n, th ey  w ill  be in cl ud ed  in  th e 
reco rd  a t t hi s p oi nt .

[T h e m at er ia l su pp lied  f ol lo w s:]
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RA MAH  NAVAJO CH APT ER  
P. O. Box 308 

R amah , N ew  M exico 87321

August 13, 1979

* The Honorable Gentle persons
- The United S ta te s Congress 

Ca pit ol H ill
Washington,  D. C.

Dear Gentle per son s:

When Congress reconv ene s, Congressman Harold Runnels (D) of  New Mexico will  
be re -in trod uc in g the Ramah Nava jo' piece of  le g is la ti o n  in the  House: If  
th is  piece of  le g is la ti on  is  en acted , it  w ill  giv e the Ramah Navajos twenty- 
one se ct io ns  of  Uni ted S ta te s land  -the se  se ct io ns  are al ready loc ated with ­
in the Southwest co rner of. th e ir  re se rv at io n.  Like wise , Sen ator Pete Domcnici 
IR) of  New Mexico w il l re -int ro du ce  the af or es ai d b i ll  in  the  Senate.

H is to ri ca ll y , the Ramah Navajos have liv ed  in the  v ic in it y  of  the aforemen­
tio ned se ct io ns  sinc e the y ass is te d  the  Zuni In dian s' defen se ag ains t Coronado 
in 1540. Spec if ic a ll y , th e Ramah Navajos have liv ed  on the se  twenty-one 
pa rc el s of  land  sinc e th e ir  long tr ek  back from bein g he ld in cap ti v it y  at  
Fort Sumner in 1868.

It  should be st a te d  th a t th e Ramah Navajos have repcaufty tr ie d  to  acqu ire  
th es e se ct io ns  of  lan d. However, th e ir  e ff o rt s  have been vain endeavors.
Once ag ain,  the y ar e faced wi th an op po rtu ni ty --a glimmer of  ho pe --t o po ss ibly  
ob ta in  these land s, bu t Y0UR--all Gentle per son s of  Co ng ress--a ffi rm at ive 
suppor t is  NEEDED.

Because the need to  ac qu ire  the twen ty-one se ct io ns  of  Fede ral land wi thi n 
the  ex te ri o r boundaries of  the Ramah Navajo Reservat ion  in T17, R16W, N.M.l’.M. 
is  of  v it a l importance to  th e Ramah Navajo peop le,  we ar e sub mi ttin g to you 
the fol low ing  rea son s to  no t only  i ll u s t r a te  th e si ngula ri ty  of  the Ramah 
Nav ajos ' re qu es t, but  to  a ls o ge ne ra te your suppor t for the preced ing requ es t:

1. The Ramah Navajo Re servat ion  is  a s a te l l it e  re se rv at io n:  I t is  
ge og raph ical ly  sepa ra ted from the  Navajo Nation , and it  ex is ts  
in an area  which has  numerous and di ve rs e land in te re st s- -" ch ec ker ­
board" arrangemen t.

’ . In ad di tio n to  being remotely si tu a te d , the  Ramah Navajo re se rv a­
tion lacks many of  the neces sary re source s which othe r lo rtu na tc  
communities ar e ble ssed  wi th .

3. Because of  the  d iv ers it y  of  land in te re s ts , land co ns ol idat ions  
are prev ented ; and these ar e neces sary fo r optium land manage­
ment a c ti v it ie s  which re qu ire lar ge  continuous ar ea .
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4. The development of  needed road s, u t i l i t i e s ,  and ot he r land re ­la te d a c ti v it ie s  which invo lve easem ents and righ t of ways ar c seve rely  hampered due to  the d if f ic u lt ie s  in ob tain ing con cur ­rence s.

5. Because the  economic co nd iti on s on the  Ramah Navajo Reservat ion  *ar e the causes  fo r high unemployment and low income, the RamahNavajo pe op les ' dependence  upon the lands fo r sus ten ance is  gre at ly  increa sing .

6. The ste ady  growth of  the  Ramah Navajo people is  cau sing the  present land base to  decre ase to  the ex tent  where i t  is  becoming economically  in su ff ic ie n t to  su st ai n the community's govern­mental and domestic op er at ions .

7. Panning and liv es to ck  op er at ions  comprise 80% of  the Ramah Navajos ' means o f liv el ih oo d.  However, th e ir  means have been hindered over the pa st  number of  ye ar s:  Poor wea ther  and poor range  co nd iti on s have se ve re ly  reduced the  range cap aci ti es to  where the su rv iv al  of the af or es ai d op erat ions  ar e d if f ic u lt .
8. Since the Ramah Navajo Re servation  lac ks wa ter, mine ral s and ot he r na tu ra l re so ur ce s,  a need fo r ad di tio na l lan ds which can p a rt ia ll y  o ff se t th e economic de pr ivat io n caused by the se  cu rren t defi c ie ncie s,  has  been cr ea ted.

9. The ac quis it io n of  th es e se ct io ns  of  land would giv e cred ence to  and af fir m  pa st  Con gressional  attem pts  a t recogniz ing  the  unique needs o f the Na tive American people  in th e ir  qu es t for economic su rv iv al .

10. The acq uis it io n  would fu rt her  re in fo rc e the in te nt io ns  ofa pre ced ing  Congressiona l ena ctm ent --P .I..  93-638, The Indian Se lf-De ter mi na tio n and Educatio n Assis tan ce  Act: Your af fir m a­ti v e  vo te on the Ramah Navajo s' b i ll  and i t s  subseque nt en­actment would giv e credence  of  your se riou s conce rn to  aid  the Nat ive  Americans in  secu rin g importa nt st ep s in th e ir  dr iv e fo r se lf -d et er m in at io n.

11. The ac quis it io n would f u l f i l l  the  Eedcral governmen t's tr u st  re sp onsi b il it y  in pro te ct in g and preserving  Native  American lands and res ource s# "P re sen t ly , th e- tw en ty  ̂ -one- s e c t tons rrrp - THready bei ng ho ld in  t r u s t -f o r the Ramah Navajo peop le.
The preced ing  gives you a comprehensive pe rspe ct ive of  the  Ramah Nava jos'need fo r the  twenty-one se ct io ns  of  lan d,  and i t  de fin es  the si ngula ri tyof  th e ir  re qu es t. We re a li ze  a t th is  po in t th at  some of  you may s t i l lbe hes it an t to  giv e your  sup port to  th is  b i ll  because cer ta in  liuliantr ib es and Pueblos have imposed ad di tio na l require ments  on ho lders  offe de ra l min era l le as es  on Ind ian  lands in or de r to  ga in access  "$6 the selands.
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Th ere fore,  we should po in t out th at  the  Ramah Navajcth avc not been a pa rty  
to  th is  si tu a ti o n . Fur thermo re, we would lik e your indu lgence to  perm it 
us to  fu rn ish you with an abst ra ct of  the  Bureau of  Ind ian  A fl a ir s ' Mineral  
Inve ntory Survey of  the Ramah Navajo Reservat ion :

In coopera tio ns  with the Bureau of  Mines and the Geo logical Survey, 
the Bureau of  Ind ian  A ff ai rs  is  involved in making mineral  inventory  
surv eys on Ind ian  re se rv at io ns.  This a c ti v it y  commenc'd in 1976, and 
i t  is  s t i l l  conti nu ing  u n ti l fou r phases ar e completed : The "Survey" 
w il l be composed of  four  phase s:

Phase I of  th is  "Survey" was conduc ted on the Ramah Navajo 
Reservat ion  in November of  1976, and i t  was comple ted the same month. 
This  phase  co ns is ted main ly of  in ve st ig at io ns  in to  pa st  geolo gic al 
st udie s of  the ar ea : These were stud ied to  detem inc whether or  not 
any pre vio us  p o ss ib il it ie s  of  the ex is tenc e of  vario us  mineral  resour ce 
were as ce rtaine d on the Ramah Navajo re se rv at io n.  Add iti on al ly , 
"Survey" personne l made on s it e  v is i ts  to  id en ti fy  and as se ss  the  
re se rv at io n and make recommendations fo r fu rt her  st udie s to  be in ­
co rporated  in the nex t phase of  the "Survey” .

The re su lt s  of  th is  stu dy were compiled in to  a re port , and i t -  
-the  repo rt- -w as  se nt  to  the Ramah B.I .A. agency . From th is  re port , 
the B.I .A.  was giv en a str on g in di ca tion  which st re ss ed  th at  there 
was no si gn if ic an t ex is tenc e of  any minerals on the re se rv at io n.  How­
ev er , the re port  d i c t a te  th at th er e was a p o ss ib il it y  of  some ex is ­
tence on p ri vat e  lands ad jace nt  to  or  wi thin the re se rv at io n:  The 
Ramah Navajo re se rv at io n is  a checkerb oard arrangem ent.

In May of  1979, Phase II  of  the "Survey" was conducted on the  
re se rv at io n, and i t  was completed in the fol low ing  month. The a c t i ­
v it ie s  of  th is  phase  ce ntered  on conf irming Phase I on s it e  fin ding s 
and de terminin g the ne ce ss ity for fu rther  recommendations fo r Phase II 
of  the  "Survey".

Even though the fi nal  re po rt  of  Phase II I has not been pub lish ed 
ye t,  i t  can be sa id  th at  the Ramah Navajos cannot expect any meaning­
fu l economic ga in from minerals.  Moreover,  it  should be st re ss ed  th at  
the Ramah Nav ajos ' min era l ownership ( i f  th er e ar e any mine ral s) from 
pa st  land ac quis it io ns would only giv e thcJ60*--30 » of  nothing based 
on the aforeme ntio ned  phase s. Add iti on al ly , i f  the  sl ig h t ex is tenc e 
th at  was found on the p ri vat e  lands of  the  re se rv at io n should al so  be 
found on Ramah Navajo lands in la te r  st udie s,  it s  development co st s 
would not be fe asi b le , and th is  is  based on expected  pro duction . Cou­
pled  wi th the pre ced ing  is  the fact  th at  a lack ol lo ca lly  traine d 
manpower would o ff se t any plan for minimum op er at iona l cost s.

As you can se e,  the "m ine ral " argument cannot be ap pl ied to  the  Ramah Navaji 
si tu ati o n : The Ramah Navajos ' fu tu re  pla ns  fo r land use  and land deve lop-  
m en t- -thi s inclu des the twen ty-one se ct io ns  in que st ion--would  have to  be 
in developments ot he r than min era l developments.
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Hopefully , the  preced ing  ra tional e was su ff ic ie n t to  cnl i 
ti ve  suppor t fo r the  Ramah Nav ajos ' piece of  le g is la ti on  
qu ire ad di tion al  informa tio n, do not h esi ta te  to  ask .

st  your af firma - 
Should you re -

We look forward to  seein g you reso lve the Ramah Nava jos'  si tu at io n  
wish you and the gr ea t in st itution-- The United St at es  Congr ess --th e 
in the pr es en t and in  the fu tu re .

We
best

Re spec tfu lly  sub mi tted,

Bennie Cohoe, Pres iden t 
Ramah Navajo Chapter  
Ramah Navajo Community

JSn Crull
Ass is tant  to  the Chap ter Pr es iden t 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Reservat ion
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U N IT E D  ST AT ES
D EP AR TM E N T OF THE IN T E R IO R  

O FFIC E OF TH E S O LIC IT O R  
W A S H IN G TO N . D C 20240

NOV 1 G 1979

MEMORANDUM

To: Assistant Secretary, Indian Affairs

From: Acting Associate Solicitor, Indian Affairs

Subject: Additions to Indian Reservations in New Mexico and Arizona

Mr. S. Bobo Dean has recently contacted the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
behalf of the Pueblo of Laguna to request that certain lands presently 
held in trust for that Pueblo be declared an Indian reservation pursuant 
to Section 7 of the Indian Reorganization Act (IRA), 25 U.S.C. §467.

By memorandum of May 16, 1979, the Acting Deputy Commissioner stated that 
it has been the policy of the Bureau for many years to accept lands in 
trust in Arizona and New Mexico pursuant to Section 5 of the IRA, 25 U.S.C 
§465, but not to declare those lands a reservation pursuant to Section 7. 
This policy is based on an interpretation that 25 U.S.C. §211 bars the 
application of Section 7 in Arizona and New Mexico. 25 U.S.C. §211 
provides:

No Indian reservation shall be created, nor shall 
any additions be made to one heretofore created, 
within the limits of the States of New Mexico and 
Arizona, except by Act of Congress.

Mr. Dean noted in his request to the Acting Deputy Commissioner that a 
memorandum of the Associate Solicitor dated June 7, 1977, holding that 
25 U.S.C. §211 prohibits the application of Section 7 in New Mexico 
and Arizona is in direct conflict with an earlier Solicitor’s Opinion.
58 I.D. 723 (1944). The 1977 Memorandum did not discuss the 1944 
opinion and of course could not control over that opinion. We have 
therefore undertaken to review the matter.

Administrative Interpretation of Applicability of Section 7
to Arizona and New Mexico

The relationship between 25 U.S.C. §211 and Section 7 has never been 
the subject of a judicial opinion. However, the matter has been 
examined on three occasions by the Solicitor's Office. In 1944 the 
Solicitor held: lNTSiiOR C£xx.

NOV 1 1979

LEGIST---L.- C.U..5LT
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The property and a ff a ir s of both these Pueblos [inclu din g 
Laguna Pueblo] are  sub jec t to the  Act of  June 18, 1934 (48 
S ta t.  984) [the IRA] Section  5 of  which sp ec if ic al ly  autho­
rize s the  Secre tary  of  the  In te ri or to  acqu ire land s fo r the  
tr ib e. Under Section  7 of  th at  ac t,  the  lands  so acau ired  
may be proclaimed to  be Indian  reservati ons. Action "to be 
taken  under these sp ec if ic  au tho riz ati ons is  not in  vi ol at io n 
of  the  Act of Kay 25, 1913 (40 Sta t.  561, 570), which proh ib its  
addit ion s to Ind ian  re se rvati on s in the  State of New Mexico 
"except by the Act of  Congress." 58 I.D. 724-725.

In an unpublished opinion dated  January 10, 1967, the  Associate Sol ic itor , 
Indian Af fai rs again  concluded th at  Sec tion  7 appli es to Arizona and New 
Mexico. However, by memorandum dated June 7, 1977, the Acting Associate 
Soli ci to r,  Indian Af fai rs st at ed :

Irr espe ct ive of the  Se cr et ar y' s au tho rit y under Sect ion 7 
of  the  Indian Reorganizat ion Act, 25 U.S.C. §467, I read 
Section  2 of the  Act of Kay 25, 1918, 25 U.S.C. §211, as 
prec luding the  Secre tary from adding the 20-a cre tr ac t to  
the  Papago Indian Reserva tion .

A rec en t Departmental Report on a b i l l  to  acqu ire res erv ati on  land s fo r 
the  Zuni equivocates on the  ap plica bil ity  of Section 7 to  Arizona and 
New Mexico, but recommends language which suggests ser iou s doubt as 
to  the  Se cretary' s au thor ity  to use Sec tion  7 in  thos e st a te s.  H.R.
Rep. No. 753, 95th Cong., 2d Se ss ., 8 (1978).

In  view of the inco nsis tency of the  Detartm ent' s po sit ion on th is  mat ter 
we have undertaken a ca re fu l examination of  the  le gis la ti ve hi stor y of 
25 U.S.C. §211 and the  IRA as well as  two other st at u te s lim it in g the 
au thor ity  of  the Executive Branch to  dec lar e Indian rese rvati on s. 43 
U.S.C. §150 and 25 U.S.C. §398d. We conclude from the  le gis la ti ve 
his to ry  and the  ru les of  st at ut or y const ruc tion th at  Section  7 may be used In Arizona and Hew Mexico.

Le gi slat ive History of 25 U.S.C. §211

25 U.S.C. §211 was enacted as pa rt of  the  Indian Appropriations B il l of 
1918, 40 S ta t.  561, 570. I t  was introduced as an amendment by Senator 
an ith of Arizona. Two po int s are  cl ea r from the Senate debate (which 
conta ins  the  most de ta ile d le g is la ti ve  comment on t he  prov isi on ). F ir st ,



107

Congress did not believe that it was providing special protection to 
Arizona and New Mexico, but rather believed that it was merely extending 
to those two states protections already obtaining in other western states. 
Second, 25 U.S.C. §211 was only intended to prevent the creation of or 
addition to Indian reservations out of the public domain.

When introducing his amendment Senator Smith stated:

States other than the states of Arizona and New 
Mexico have been protected as proposed by the 
amendment. 56 Cong. Rec. 4194 (1918)* 

and further:

It applies to Arizona and to New Mexico only because 
the other states are protected. Arizona and New Mexico 
have the right to that protection, and they have come 
to Congress for it. Those two states have been left 
out. It is only proposed to give those states the 
right which other states already have. Id.

As it turned out, Senator Smith was mistaken in his belief that other 
states had been protected. 'When this fact was discovered in the 
following year, 43 U.S.C. §150 was enacted in order to extend the import of 25 U.S.C. §211 to other states (discussion infra).

It is likewise clear that Smith was concerned only with the creation 
of Executive Order reservations out of the public domain.

I sincerely hope that the Senate will maintain its 
dignity by saying that no more public lands of the 
United States shall be carried out of the possession 
of the people of the United States by Executive Order.

The amendment provides that no other Indian reserva­
tion shall be created or that no Indian reservation 
now in existence shall be enlarged without being 
authorized by an act of Congress. That is all.
I t  proposes to retain what Congress ought always 
t o  have kept the right of disposition of the public 
land.



The concern about the withdrawal of public lands and the consequent’ 
diminution of state and local tax bases is likewise evident in the 
statement of Senator Shafroth in support of the amendment.

We in the west have 
experience relative 
lands from entry.

had a large and unfortunate 
to the withdrawal of public

The creation of a reserve deprives a State of the 
right to tax the land within its borders . . .
56 Cong. Rec. 4195 (1918).

Finally, the Conference Report states that the amendment would prohibit 
conversion of public lands in New Mexico and Arizona into Indian reser­
vations without consent of Congress. 56 Cong. Rec. 6624 (1918).

It is not surprising that the 1918 Act uses such sweeping language against 
the creation of reservations. The only way the Executive could create an 
Indian reservation in 1918 without a specific act of Congress vaa by 
withdrawing public domain. The authority to acquire lands through pur­
chase, gift and other methods enumerated In Section 5 of the IRA did not 
exist in 1918. We, therefore, conclude that despite its broad language,
25 U.S.C. §211 was never intended to prohibit the authority in Section 
7 of the IRA to proclaim reservations as to lands acquired pursuant to 
Section 5.

legislative History of 45 U.S.C. §150 -

During the Senate debates on the 1919 Indian Appropriations Act (41 Stat. 
34) the Senators from Arizona and New Mexico again inserted a prohibition 
against the creation of Executive Order reservations in those two states. 
That provision read:

That hereafter no public lands of the United States in 
Arizona and New Mexico shall be withdrawn by Executive 
Order, proclamation or otherwise, for or as an Indian 
reservation except by act of Congress. 58 Cong. Rec. 738

Senator Jones of Washington inquired why those two States should have 
a  special exception. Senator Curtis replied:



There have been some Executive orde r res erv ati on s se t 
as ide In those st a te s and a year ago a provis ion  was 
In se rte d In the  Indi an appro pri ati ons b il l which I 
th in k,  covers  th is  amendment. Therefore as a member 
of  the  committee, I did not oppose th is  amendment 
because I thought i t  was covered by the  ac t of the 
la s t Congress. 58 Cong. Rec. 758  (19 19) •

Sen ator  Jon es thought th at  the  pr oh ib iti on  should be made gen era l.
Sen ator  Smith (th e auth or of 25 U.S.C. §21 1) state d th at  hi s 
re co llec tion  was th at  a stat ut or y proh ib iti on  alrea dy ex ist ed  ag ain st 
th e cr ea tio n of  Executiv e Order res erv ati on s in most wester n st a te s.  
Sen ators Smoot and Pittman st at ed  th at  though the  wider pro hibi tio n had 
passed  the  Sena te, i t  had never become law. 58 Cong. Rec. 759 (1 91 9) . 
Sen ator Smoot then  suggested th at  the  lim itat io n to  Arizona and 
New Mexico be elim ina ted  and the  pr oh ib iti on  be extended nationw ide.
The b i l l ,  th er ef or e,  passed conta ini ng the  language of 45 U.S.C. §150 .

That he re in af te r no pub lic land s of the  United St ate s 
sh all  be withdrawn by Executi ve orde r, procla mation, or 
othe rwi se fo r or as an Indi an res erv ati on  except by 
ac t of Congress.

When th e  le g is la ti v e  h is to ri es of 25 U.S.C. §211 and 45 U.S.C. §150 
ar e examined tog ethe r, i t  is  cl ea r th a t they seek to  solve the  same 
problem and th at 45 U.S.C. §150 is  simply 25 U.S.C. §211 extended 
acros s th e na tio n.

25 U.S.C. §598d

Any po ss ib le  d is ti nct io n  between the  au th or ity  of the  Executi ve to  cr ea te  
re se rv at io ns  in  Arizona and New Mexico and in  oth er st at es  was elim ina ted  
in  1927  when Congress enacted 25 U.S.C. 598d.

Changes in  the boun darie s of  res erv ati on s cre ated by 
exe cut ive  ord er,  proclamat ion, or other wise fo r the  
use and occup ation  of  Indi ans sh al l not be made except 
by Act of Congress . . .

St ru ct ur e and Le gislat iv e His tory  of the IRA

The Ind ian  Reo rgan izat ion Act of  1954 , 25 U.S.C. 465 e t seq . marks 
a major turn ing  po int  in  fe de ra l Indian po lic y. One o? i t s  major
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goals was to acquire more lands for needy Indians. Congress did not 
reinvest the Executive Branch with the authority to withdraw public 
lands in order to accomplish this goal. Rather, Congress provided the 
Secretary of the Interior with a new broad acquisition authority.
Section 5 of the IRA provides:

The Secretary of the Interior Is hereby authorized in his 
discretion, to acquire, through purchase, relinquishment, 
gift, exchange, or assignment, any interest in lands, 
water rights, or surface rights to lands, within or
without existing reservations, including trust or *
otherwise restricted allotments, whether the allottee 
be living or deceased, for the purpose of providing 
land for Indians. . .

The section also authorized the appropriation of $2,000,000 per year for 
an acquisition fund with the proviso that none of it could be used to 
acquire lands for the Navajos outside of their reservation if some then- 
pending legislation were passed. Finally, the section provides that 
the acquired lands would be held in trust. Section 7 authorizes the 
Secretary to proclaim Indian reservations on lands acquired pursuant 
to Section 5 and other provisions of the IRA.

Because of the proviso regarding acquisition of lands for the Navajos, 
it is impossible to argue that 25 U.S.C. §465 does not apply to Arizona 
and New Mexico even though 25 U.S.C. §465 by itself frustrates Senator 
Smith's major goal in introducing 25 U.S.C. §211— the preservation of 
the property tax base. Section 7 does not contain any analogous pro­
viso, but the legislative history indicates that the Section was a 
new authority quite distinct from the old Executive order authority 
prohibited by 25 U.S.C. §211, and that Section 7 could be used in 
Arizona and New Mexico.

The most significant passages In the legislative history of the IRA 
regarding the relationship between 25 U.S.C. §211 and Sections 5 and 
7 of the IRA occurred during the House hearings. Commissioner Collier 
testified to the Representatives of Arizona and New Mexico as follows:

Mr. Chavez: May I make a suggestion that you 
_ __  state to Mrs. Greenway what you stated about

th e  p u b li c  domain?
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Mr. Collier: The act of 1918 forbids the President to 
take public domain and annex it to an Indian reservation..
Only Congress can do that. This bill does not change 
that law. That remains.
Mrs. Greenway: Then if certain Indian lands are to be 
increased it would take independent, separate legislation 
to do it.

Mr. Collier: Exactly as now.
Mrs. Greenway: This bill does not add an acre to anything.

Mr. Collier: It grants money to jurchase but does not take 
anything out of the public domain. The existing laws 
controlling transfer of public domain are left unaltered. 
Readjustment of Indian Affairs: Hearings before the Comalttge 
on Indian Affairs, house of Representatives, 73rd Cong., 2d 
Sess., 92 (1934) (hereinafter House hearings).

Elsewhere Collier discussed Section 5 with the representative from New 
Mexico:

Mr. Chavez: Right there, now could you, under this bill section 
7, add additional land either in Arizona or in other States?

Mr. Collier: Without further authority from Congress?

Mr. Chavez: No. Section 7 [now Section 5], pages 28 and 29, 
at the bottom of page 28.
Mr. Collier: Section 7 is an authorization to the Secretary 
of the Interior to buy land with appropriated money. If that 
money is appropriated with no strings tied to it by Congress, 
then he could buy it anywhere. We do not know what strings 
would be tied on in the present process. He could buy land 
under that language anywhere unless the the appropriation 
directed that he spend the money in definite localities.

It therefore appears that Congress was aware that the IRA would grant 
the Secretary a type of authority he may not have had previously and 
that that authority was totally unrelated to his authority to withdraw 
public lands. The authority to withdraw public lands had been taken



from the  Executive by 25 U.S.C. §211 as to  Arizona and New Mexico and 
la te r by 43 U.S.C. §150. Sec tion  7 in  no way a lt e rs  the  pro hibit ion  
ag ain st withdrawing land s as an Indian res erv ation  in  Arizona, New Mexico 
or elsewhere. Ins tea d i t  crea tes a new au tho rit y which may be exe rcised in  any St at e.

Even i f  i t  is  obje cted th at  the  l i te r a l read ing of 25 U.S.C. §211 covers  
and pr oh ib its  the exerc ise  in  Arizona and New Mexico of  the  au thor ity  In 
Sec tion  7, we conclude usin g the  ru les of statut or y con struc tion, th at  
Sec tion  7 is  an implied amendment or exception to  25 U.S.C. §211. F ir st , 
i t  must be remembered th at  st at ute s af fe ct in g the  righ ts  of Indians are  
to  be construed  In th eir  favor. Hopkins v. United Sta te s, 414 F.2d
464 (9th  Cir. 1969); Morton v Ruiz,
415 U.S. 199 (1973); Fort  Mojave Tribe  v. San Bernardino County, 543 
F.2d 1253 (9th Cir . 1976). Furthermore, repe al of Indian le gi sl at io n 
by implicat ion  is  commonplace and the refore the  presumption again st 
rep ea l is  of  lim ite d appli ca tio n. Hopkins v. United St at es , supra  a t

Even under the  usu al const ruc tion ru le s,  however, Sect ion 7 should be 
seen as an exce ption to 25 U.S.C. §211. A la te r ac t supersedes an 
ea rl ie r one. Payne v. Washington Metropolitan  Area T ran sit  Commission, 
415 F.2d 901 (D.C. Ci r. 1963). Althougn a la te r general  st at ure  is  
presumed not to  repeal  an earl ie r sp ec if ic  st at u te  (Radzanower v.
Touche Ross & Co. , 426 U.S. 148 (1976), 25 U.S.C. §2 ll was not trul y 
a sp ec if ic  st a tu te . We have seen th at,  when enacted, 25 U.S.C. §211 was intended only to  extend to  Arizona and New Mexico pro tec tio ns  beli eved 
to  be in force in oth er st a te s.  When I t  was subsequently discovered 
th at those protec tio ns  had been granted to  Arizona and New Mexico alone, 
Congress extended those pro tec tio ns  throughout the  nat ion  by enqntj ng 
43 U.S.C. §150 and 25 U.S.C. §398d. Thus, in  1934 as well  as today 25 
U.S.C. §211 is  nothing more than a restatem ent of a pro hibi tio n applying 
to  a l l  the s ta te s . Ce rta inly, Sec tion  7 is  an exception to  25 U.S*.C. 
§398d or i t  is  meaning less. Fi na lly , I t  is  to  be remembered th at  
st at ut or y constru ction  canons are  only an aid  fo r the  ascer tainm ent 
of  Congressional in te nt . We know from the  Navajo prov iso in  Section  5 
th at th at  se ct ion was Intended to  apply in  Arizona and New Mexico desp ite  

-the fa ct  th at I t would take  land s of f the  tax ro ll , thereby undermining 
‘the or ig in al  goal  of 25 U.S.C. §211. Furthermore,  we know th at  Com­
mission er  Col lie r te s ti fi ed  to  the  rep resentat ives  of both Arizona and 
■New Mexico t o  exp lain  the  di ffe renc e between the  pro hibi tio ns  in  ex is t­ing law and the  new au thor ity  gran ted the  Sec reta ry by the  IRA.
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Conclusion

Based up our an aly sis  of the  le g is la ti v e  his to ri es  and appli cable  ru le s of  co ns tru cti on  we conclude th at 25 U.S.C. §211 Is  no bar to the  ex erc ise  
In  Arizon a and New Mexico of the  Se cr et ar y' s au th or ity  under Sec tion  7 
of  th e IRA. This is  not to  say th at  25 U.S.C. §211 has been rep eal ed.
That se ct io n con tinu es to  bar the  cr ea tio n by the  Executi ve of res erv a­
ti on s out of  pub lic domain. Fu rth er,  the  Se cr et ar y' s au th or ity  to  dec lare 
re se rv at io ns  in Arizona and New Mexico is  of course lim ite d by the  IRA 
to  tr ib e s which did not re je ct the  IRA and to  land s acqui red in tr u s t 
unde r the  IRA. Though s t i l l  in  fo rc e, 25 U.S.C. §211 is  supe rflu ous 
sin ce  i t  merely du pl ica tes  the  pro vis ion s in  25 U.S.C. §150 and 25 U.S.C. 
§398d.
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Above: Looking south over the 
checkerboard area.
Belov/: Children from th is  area are 
bussed to school and the roads 
need to be main tained.
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>  *

Only one road throu gh  th is  se ct ion 
is  paved. The re s t o f the roads 
are  d i r t  and become impassab le fo r  
2-3  months du rin g harsh weath er.
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T wo windmills  provide  water fo r 
the people who li v e  here since 
the re are no u t i l i t ie s  in th e ir  
houses. Water is  stored in 
ba rre ls li k e  those below.
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R oads are needed by these people 
simp ly fo r th e ir  exis tence - to 
obtain foo d, water,  and fu e l.
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Some Navajos have raised th e ir  own 
food by dry  land farming. The 
land sta tus  has forced them to 
bu ild  fences from tree  branches 
to protec t th e ir  fi e ld s . The re ­
s tr a in t of  fede ra l funds has a l­
lowed grazing  cond itio ns  to de­
te ri o ra te .
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Two hogans of  the George Mar tin e's 
where they  have liv ed  a ll  th e ir  
lives . With th e ir  fa m ily  of  13 
ch ild re n, they need more houses.
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Above: The Amos Mar tin e fa m ily  in  
fr o n t of th e ir  house.
Below: A hogan where Charl ie  
Mar tine li v e s .
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Above: Thomas Mar tin e J r . has 
live d  on government land a ll  hi s 
l i f e .  Below: Is  a d e ta il  o f hi s 
house.
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The people who li v e  on th is  land 
have liv ed here a ll  th e ir  lives.
In almost a ll  cases, the land has 
been in th e ir  fa m ilies  fo r several 
generat ions.
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The people ge t most o f th e ir  food  
from the sheep they  ra is e . Sheep 
al so  prov ide wool to  be made in to  
blan ke ts which prov ide income.
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Above: Barre ls  fo r  s to ring  water  
are  on the r ig h t .  The re s tr a in t 
o f fe der a l ass is ta nce  and non­
economic cond it io ns p ro h ib it s  any 
dw elli ng improvement.
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E x is ting  str uc tu re s made o f 
natu ra l m ate ria l which p re sently 
accommodates many fa m ily  house­
ho lds.

54-9 99 0 - 8 0 9
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This woman stands in fr on t of  the 
ad di tio n to  her house that  cannot 
be fin ishe d because of  the re ­
s tr a in t of  federal funds.  The log 
cabin below is unf inis hed fo r the 
same reason.
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There is  no u t i l i t y  developmen t a t 
a ll  in  th is  area a t th is  tim e.
Many people have wi red th e ir  house: 
themselves in  th e hope o f p e tt in g  
e le c t r ic i ty  someday.
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Jimmy and Amelia Mar tine in fr on t 
of  th e ir  hoqan. " I  have liv ed  here 
a ll  my l i f e  and my mother 4 fa th er 
liy ed  here before me. Tel l the 
people in Washington to pass th is  
b i l l  so we can get the services 
we need." Amelia Mar tine
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Mr. Bexxie Cohoe. We will also have some verbal testimony which will be given by the group tha t I  am here with today.I will now give the time to J an  Crull to give you a general overview of what activities we have been involved in with regard to Senate bill 1730.
Mr. Cruel. Before I begin, Mr. Chairman, I have some documenta­tion for you.
[The chairman receives the documents.]
Senator Melciier. Without objection, they will be included in the record at this point.
[The material follows:]

t
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R A M A H  N A V A J O  S C H O O L  B O A R D . IN C .
P H O N E  3 0 5 -7 8 3 -5 0 0 1 P. O . BOX 2 4 8

R A M A H . N E W  M E X IC O  8 7 3 2 1

Ju ly 6, 1979

Mr. George Ramonis
Legis la tiv e Coord ina tor
fo r Senator Pete Domenici
2317 Dirksen Senate O ff ic e  Bui ld ing
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Ramonis:

Enclosed, you w il l find  ce rt a in  items th at may be usefu l in  your e f fo r t  to  b ri e f 
Senator Domenici on our  b i l l .  Ho pe fu lly , the photocopies o f Mr. Bennie Cohoe's 
le t te r ,  Chairman MacDonold's le t te r  to  Senator Montoya, United Sta tes Department 
of  the In te r io r—  O ff ic e  o f the  S o li c it o r 's  memorandum, Mr. R. 0. Buff in to n 
(Acting  State D irect or  — Bureau o f Land Management)'s le t te r  to  the Albuquerque 
B .I .A . Area D irecto r,  S. 2072 — Mr. Domenici 's in i t ia l  in troduct io n o f our  b i l l ,  
on Ju ly  9, 1975, H. R. 8533 — Mr. Runnels's  in troduction o f our b i l l  in  the House 
o f Representatives on Ju ly  10,  1975, and Mr. Lu jan's re -in troduction  o f our  b i l l  
in  the House o f Represen tatives  on Ju ly  14, 1977, w i l l  be s u ff ic ie n t fo r  your 
mentor, Senator Pete Domenici,  to  coo rdin ate  the re -in tr oduction  o f o u r-b il l wi th  
Congressman Lujan.

Mr. Ramonis, should you need additiona l in fo rm atio n, do no t hesi ta te  in  c a ll in g  
me. Wishing you the be st , I remain.

PO Box 83
Pine H i l l ,  New Mexico 87321

Enclosure

t



131

RA MA H NAVAJO CH AP TE R 
P. O. Bo x 308 

Ram ah, N ew  M exico 87321

July 18, 1979

Mr. George Ramonis 
Legislative Coordinator 
for Senator Pete Domenici 
2317 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Mr. Ramonis:
This is written to "Thank You" for taking the time to ascertain the situation of the re-introduction of the Ramah Navajos s bill in the present session of Congress. Furthermore, the Ramah Navajos can well understand your mentor's, Senator Pete Domenici, perspec tive of their bill. At this time, it should be said that the Ramah Navajos certainly are appreciative of the alternative suggestion you conveyed to me in our telephone conversation, yesterday.
To keep you informed d f  the Ramah Navajos's activities, I have .enclosed a photo-copy of the response I sent to Congressman Runnels s legislative coordinator— Mr. Lawrence (Larry) Morgan. This is sent to insure that there will be no "communication breakdown" in the future on the aforesaid bill. Additionally, I will send you photo copies of whatever subsequent correspondence I send off regarding 
the Ramah Navajos's bill.
Once again, thanking you for your interest and time, I remain
Yours sincerely.

Jan Crull
Assistant to the Chapter President 
p.0. Box 83
Pinehill (Ramah), New Mexico
JC:sa
Enclosure

4

r
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RA MA H NAVAJO CH AP TE R
P. O. Box 308 

R amah, N ew  M exico 87321

2 A u g u st 19 7 9

Mr.  G eo rg e  Ram on is  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o o r d in a to r  
f o r  S e n a to r  P e t e  D o m en ic i 
2 3 1 7  D ir k s e n  S e n a te  O f f i c e  B ld g .
W a sh in g to n , D .C . 2051 0

D ear Mr.  Ram onis :

Some ti m e  e a r l i e r  t h i s  w e e k , I r e c e i v e d  a r e s p o n s e  from  C o n g r e s s ­
man H a ro ld  R u n n e ls  t o  my J u ly  1 7 th  l e t t e r — I p r o v id e d  yo u w i t h  a 
p h o t o - c o p y . B e c a u s e  I was  aw ay on t r i b a l  b u s i n e s s ,  I d id  n o t  h a v e  
an o p p o r t u n it y  t o  g i v e  i t  my a t t e n t i o n  u n t i l  to d a y .

I am p le a s e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  C ongr ess m an R u n n e ls  n o t o n ly  r e e v a l u a t ­
ed h i s  p o s i t i o n  on  t h e  r e - i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Ramah N a v a jo s ' b i l l ,  
b u t h e  a l s o  a l t e r e d  i t :  He w i l l  r e - i n t r o d u c e  t h e  Ramah N a v a j o s ’ 
b i l l  in  t h i s  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  H ou se . In  h i s  l e t t e r ,  he d id  m e n tio n , 
h o w e v e r, t h a t  th e  H ou se  C om m it te e on  I n t e r i o r  an d I n s u la r  A f f a i r s  
ha d n o t— t o  d a t e — g iv e n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  an y s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  he  i s  a member o f  t h i s  c o m m it te e , I t o l d  hi m  in  my 
"T hank Y ou" n o te  t h a t  I w o u ld  be p r e p a r in g  an  a r g u m e n t a t iv e  l e t t e r  
w h ic h  w ould  p r o v id e  t h e  o t h e r  mem be rs  o f  t h i s  co m m it te e  w i t h  a com ­
p r e h e n s iv e  p e r s p e c t i v e  w h ic h  w ould  sh ow  t h e  s i n g u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  Ramah 
N a v a jo s ' s i t u a t i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  1 m e n ti o n e d  t h a t  even  th o u g h  I 
w o u ld  b e  p r e p a r in g  i t — t h e  a r g u m e n t a t iv e  l e t t e r — f o r  th e  e n t i r e  com­
m i t t e e ,  I w ould  se n d  i t  t o  him— C o n gre ssm a n  R u n n e ls — and l e a v e  i t s  
u se  t o  h i s  d i s c r e t i o n .

Mr.  R am onis , I d id  p o in t  o u t t o  Mr. R u n n e ls  t h a t  th e  l a s t  t im e  he  
in tr o d u c e d  t h e  Ramah N a v a jo s ' b i l l  ( 1 9 7 5 ) ,  h e  c o o r d in a t e d  h i s  a c t i ­
v i t i e s  w ith  S e n a t o r  D o m e n ic i.  I ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  d id  a sk  him  i f  h e  w ould  
be  d o in g  t h i s  a g a in .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  1 in fo r m e d  him  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
I had  b een  in  c o n t a c t  w i th  y o u r m e n to r 's  s t a f f .  F u rth e r m o re , I s t a t ­
ed t h a t  S e n a to r  D o m en ic i c o u ld  t a k e  no  a c t i o n  u n t i l  h e-C o n g ressm a n  
R u n n e ls — i n i t i a t e d  an a c t i o n  on t h e  "H o u se "  s i d e .  Y e s , I d id  t a k e  
t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  t e l l i n g  him  t h a t  S e n a to r  D o m en ic i w as  r e c e p t i v e  t o  
th e  id e a  o f  s e e i n g  t h e  r e - i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Ramah N a v a jo s ' b i l l .

Mr.  R am onis , I do  n o t kn ow  i f  y o u r m e n to r , S e n a to r  D o m e n ic i,  w i l l  b e  
e n c o u n te r in g  o b s t a c l e s  o r  o p p o s i t io n  t o  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  b i l l  in  h i s  
s e c t o r  o f  C o n g r e s s . To  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  h e w i l l  
a l s o  b e  p r o v id e d  w ith  an " a r g u m e n t a t iv e "  l e t t e r T * - ! ’ w i l l  se n d  
t h i s  d i r e c t l y  t o  him  n e x t  w eek . »-

i

Mr. R am onis , I lo o k  fo rw a rd  t o  h e a r in g  fr om  yo u  an d w o rk in g  w ith  
yo u t o  s e e  t h e  Ramah N a v a jo s ' s i t u a t i o n  r e s o l v e d .  S h o u ld  yo u  r e ­
q u ir e  an y a d d i t i o n a l  in f o r m a t io n , do  n o t h e s i t a t e  t o  a s k .

W is h in g  yo u th e  b e s t ,  I re m ain

J a n 'C r u l l  \
A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  C h a p te r  P r e s id e n t  
P .0 . Bo x 83
P i n e h i l l  (R am ah),  New M ex ic o  8 73 21

J C : s a
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RAM AH NA VA JO CHAPTER
P. 0. Box 308 

R ama h , N ew  M exico 87321

14 August 1979

Mr. George Ramonis
Le gis la tiv e Coord ina tor  

fo r  Senator Pete Domenicl
2317 Dirksen Senate O ff ic e  Bu ild ing
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear George:

As I exp lained to  you in  our conve rsation via phone, I have sen t enlis tm en t 
le tt e rs  o f f  to  the members o f the U.S. Senate Se lec t Committee on Indian  
A ff a ir s  and va rious  othe r members of the U.S. Congress. I have enclosed a 
copy of the prototype o f the  afo res aid  le tt e rs . A d d it io n a lly , I have also  
sent you a copy o f the biog raph ica l sketch th a t was sen t w ith  these le t te rs ,  I 
did  no t, however, send you the photocopies o f the  h is to ry  o f th is  b i l l :  I 
sen t them to you in  my in i t ia l  le t te r .

Once again , I appre cia te your  concern and in te re s t in  the Ramah Navajos ' b i l l .  
Indeed, I am gra te fu l fo r your  aid  in  re so lv ing these pa storal  pe op le 's 
s itua tion .

I w il l be loo kin g forw ard  to  seeing you and Senator Domenici on th is  mat te r. 
Furthermore, I w il l co ntac t you before September 17th to  co nf irm  an agreeable 
time fo r the Senator to meet w ith  me.

George, in  the  protot yp e,  you w il l fi n d  an address th a t w il l enable you to 
contac t me should the  occasion arise.

uw"'*
Wishing'Tthe be st , I remain

Yours Sincerely, ,. -

jan Cru ll
As sistan t to  the Chapter President 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Reservation

t
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RAM AH NAVAJO CH APTER
P. O.  Box 308 

R amah , N ew  M exico 87321

Ju ly  17, 1979

Mr. Lawrence Morgan 
Leg is la tive  Coo rdinator

fo r  Congressman Harold  Runnels 
1535 Longworth Bu ild ing 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Bear Mr. Morgan:

Thank you fo r your verba l expla na tion o f your mentor’ s,  Congressman Harold Runnels , 
ra tiona le  fo r not re -lntrod uclng the  Ramah Navajo's  b i l l  In  the  cu rre nt  session o f 
the House of Represe ntatives. For our purposes, however, we would appre cia te the  
a 1 on mentioned ra tio nale  In  w ri tt en  form. W ill  you be so kin d as to  send i t  to  us.

To put  I t  bald ly , the Ramah Navajos were not cognizant  o f the  fa ct that  you r mentor, 
Congressman Runnels, was assuming the  re spo n s ib il it y  o f th e ir  b i l l .  When the Ramah 
Navajos decided th at they  wanted to  see the  re -ln tr oductlon  o f th e ir  b i l l  In  the  
F a ll o f 1978, they sent s im ila r requests  to  a l l  o f New Mexico’ s senators and con­
gressmen. At the beg inning o f th is  year,  they were giv en the  impression th a t 
Congressman Lugan was going to  re -ln trod uc e th e ir  b i l l  In  the  House. I t  Is  on ly 
because they had received no word on the status  o f th e ir  b i l l  on the  House sid e 
th at prompted th is  enqui ry.

To re ite ra te , the  re -ln troductlon o f the Ramah Navajo's  b i l l  In  the  cu rre nt  session  
o f Congress is  o f v it a l Importance to  them. Therefo re,  certa in  Items are  enclosed 
th at may be useful In  you r e ff o r t to  b r ie f Congressman Runnels on the afores aid 
b i l l .  Hope ful ly,  the  pho to-copies o f Mr. Bennie Coho's le t te r  to  Congressman 
Runnels, Chaiiman MacDonald's le t te r  to  the  la te  Senator Montoya, Uni ted State s 
Department o f the In te ri o r- O ff ic e  o f the  S o li c it o r 's  memorandum, Mr. R.O. Buf fin gt on  
(A ct ing Sta te Director -Bure au o f Land Management) ' s le t te r  to  the  Albuquerque B .I .A . 
Area D irect or , S.2072—Mr. Dom enlc i's In it ia l ln tn x lu c tlon  o f the  Ramah b i l l  on 
Ju ly  9, 1975, H.R. 8533—Mr. Runnels 's in troduct io n o f the Ramah b i l l  in  the House 
o f Representatives on Ju ly  10, 1975, and Mr. L ili an 's  rc -ln tr oduction  o f the Ramah 
b i l l  on Ju ly lb , 1977, w i l l  be s u ff ic ie n t fo r  Congressman Runnels to  reevalua te 
hi s cu rre nt  posi tio n. Po ss ibly,  he could prov ide  the  Ramah Mavalos with  a vi ab le  
a lte rn a tive .

’■Ir. Morgan, should you re quire any ad di tio na l in fo rm at ion,  do not he si ta te  In  
co ntac tin g me. Wishing you the  best , I  remain

Yi

\  u* \  \  \ /
Ja n\C ru ll ''Y
As sis tant  to  the  Chapter President
P.O. Box 83
P in eh ill  (Ramah), New Mexico 87321 

J?:sa

Enclosure
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July 26, 1979

Jan Crull
Assistant to the Chapter President
Ramah Navajo Chapter
P.O. Box 83
Pinehill, New Mexico 87321
Dear Jans
Thank you for your letter of July 17th to my administrative 
assistant, Larry Morgan, in connection with the desire of 
the Ramah Navajos to have a piece of legislation intro­
duced into the House o f  Representatives once again which 
would bring about the transfer of certain federal lands 
to the Ramah Navajo tribe.
As your letter pointed out, this legislation has been 
introduced on several occasions by the late Senator 
Joseph M. Montoya, by Senator Domenici, by Congressman 
Lujan and myself. However, to date serious consideration 
of this legislation has not been given by the House 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs.
Larry advised me that he outlined to you the concerns 
we have over a recent situation where several Indian 
tribes and Pueblos have imposed additional requirements 
on the holders of federal mineral leases on Indian lands 
in order to gain access to these lands. However, I recog­
nize that the Ramah Navajo has not been a party to this 
situation, and, therefore, it is my intention to comply 
with the request of the Ramah Navajo Chapter and once 
again introduce the legislation which would bring about 
a transfer of the lands sought by the Ramah people.
I will provide you a copy of this legislation just as 
soon as the bill has been printed.
Thank you for following up on your conversation with Larry 
Morgan and giving me the opportunity to express myself 
personally on this issue.

*

With best wishes. 
Since^ly,

HAROLD RUNNELS, M.C.
lkm
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RA MA H NAVAJO CH AP TE R
P. O. Box 308 

R amah, N ew  M exico 87321

2 A ug us t 19 79

Th e H o n o ra b le  H a ro ld  R u n n e ls  
C ongre ss m an— 2 0 th  D i s t r i c t ,  New M ex ic o 
15 35 Long w ort h  B u i ld in g
W ash in g to n , D .C , 20510

D ear Mr.  R u n n e ls :

T h is  i s  j u s t  a s h o r t  n o t e  t o  "T hank  You" f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t im e  t o  
r e e v a l u a t e  y o u r p o s i t i o n  on  t h e  R e - i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Ra mah 
N a v a jo s ' b i l l .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  Rama h N a v a jo s  a r e  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  
s e e  t h a t  yo u w i l l  o n c e  a g a in  i n t r o d u c e  a p ie c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a t  i s  so  v e ry  v i t a l  t o  th em .

In  y o u r J u ly  2 6 , 1 9 7 9 , r e s p o n s e  t o  my J u ly  1 7 th  l e t t e r ,  you  men ­
t io n e d  t h a t  " t o  d a t e ,  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n — 
t h e  Ramah N a v a jo s ' b i l l — h a s  n o t b e e n  g iv e n  by  t h e  H ouse  C o m m it te e  
on  I n t e r i o r  an d I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s . "  In  y o u r  l e t t e r h e a d ,  i t  i s  men ­
t io n e d  t h a t  yo u a r e  a  mem be r o f  t h e  a fo re m e n ti o n e d  c o m m it te e .  To 
c o n v in c e  t h i s  c o m m it te e  o f  t h e  n e ed  f o r  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t o  b e  p a s s e d , I w i l l  p r e p a r e  an  a rg u m e n ta t iv e  l e t t e r  w h ic h  w i l l  
p r o v id e  th e  m em be rs  w i th  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  p r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  m ost  
s i n g u l a r  s i t u a t i o n :  I am, o f  c o u r s e ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  y o u r  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  th e  " s in g l e n e s s "  o f  t h e  Ram ah N a v a jo s ' r e q u e s t — T h is  i s  a  d i r e c t  
r e f e r e n c e  to  p a g e  o n e  and  p a r a g r a p h  t h r e e  o f  y o u r  J u l y  2 6 th  l e t t e r : " . .  
I r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  t h e  Ram ah N av ajo  h a s  n o t b e en  a  p a r t y  t o  t h i s . . . . "
I w i l l  se nd  t h i s  l e t t e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  yo u a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  n e x t  w ee k.  
Eve n th ough  I am p r e p a r in g  i t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  c o m m it te e , I w i l l  le a v e  
i t s  u s e  t o  y o u r d i s c r e t i o n .

Mr. R u n n e ls , t h e  l a s t  t im e  yo u in t r o d u c e d  t h i s  p ie c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
yo u c o o rd in a te d  y o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  w it h  S e n a to r  P e t e  D o m e n ic i 's  o f f i c e .  
W il l yo u be  d o in g  t h i s  a g a in ?  In  t r u t h ,  I h a v e  b e e n  i n  c o n t a c t  w it h  
h i s  o f f i c e :  I was  in fo rm e d  t h a t  he  c o u ld  t a k e  no  a c t i o n  u n t i l  yo u 
i n i t i a t e d  an  a c t i o n  on  t h e  "H ouse " s i d e .  I s h o u ld  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  h e — 
S e n a to r  D om enic i— i s  r e c e p t i v e  t o  t h e  id e a  o f  s e e in g  t h e  r e - i n t r o d u c ­
t i o n  o f  th e  Ram ah N a v a jo s ' b i l l .

Mr. R u n n e ls , I  lo o k  fo r w a rd  t o  h e a r in g  fr om  yo u and  w o rk in g  w i th  yo u 
t o  s e e  th e  Ramah N a v a jo s ' s i t u a t i o n  r e s o l v e d .  S h o u ld  you  r e q u i r e  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t io n ,  do  n o t h e s i t a t e  t o  a s k .

O nc e a g a in , I "T hank Y o u ."  W is h in g  you th e  b e s t ,  I re m a in  

Y o u rs  S in c e re ly ^

Ja fi  C ru ll
A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  C h a p te r  P r e s i d e n t  
P . 0 .  Box 83
P i n e h i l l  (R am ah),  New M ex ic o 87 32 1

J C :s a



August 10, 1979

Jan CrullAssistant to the Chapter President 
Post Office Box 83 
Pinehill, New Mexico 87321
Dear Jan:
Thank you for your letter of August 2nd.
Please find enclosed a copy of the bill which I intro­duced into the House of Representatives on July 22nd which would authorize the transfer into trust status of certain lands desired by the Ram,ah band of the Navajo 
tribe.
You are correct in pointing out that I am a member of the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs.That fact by itself, however, does not mean that any leaislation introduced by myself will automatically be considered by the committee. As of the present date, there are 291 bills pending in the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs and while it is my standard practice to seek support for the legislation I introduced from my colleagues on the committee, the shear volume o- legislation is a definite handicap. For example in this session of Congress, over 5,000 pieces of legislation have been introduced and when Congress adjourns later this year, less than 300 will have become public law.
You indicate that you are preparing a letter to provide the backaround on the importance of this legislation and I certainly will look forward to receiving such documen-
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Ca n C r u l l  
A u g u st 10 , 1979 
P age  2

I t  i s  a l s o  a s ta n d a r d  p r a c t i c e  in  my o f f i c e  to  c o o r d in a t e  
r.y  a c t i v i t i e s  w it h  th e  o t h e r  n,am bers o f  t h e  New M ex ic o  
C o n g r e s s io n a l  D e le g a t io n  w h en e v er  p o s s i b l e .  As  yo u a r e  
a w a re , I met e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  w ith  C o ngre ss m an  M an ue l 
L u ja n  o f  th e  f i r s t  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  d i s t r i c t ,  in  w h ic h  we 
d is c u s s e d  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  in t r o d u c e d  in  t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  
o f  C o n g r e s s  and  r e a c h e d  an  a g re e m e n t on  w h at l e g i s l a t i o n  we 
sh o u ld  r e in t r o d u c e  in  t h i s  s e s s i o n .  L e g i s l a t i o n  i n t r o ­
d uce d  on  th e  Ho use s i d e  i s  a s e p a r a t e  a c t i o n  an d a s  f a r  
a s  I am aw ar e w ou ld  h av e  a b s o l u t e l y  no  im p a ct on an y 
a c t i o n  t h a t  m ig h t be  t a k e n  on  th e  S e n a te  s i d e .

I n t r o d u c t io n  o f  a b i l l  i s  j u s t  th e  f i r s t  s t e p  in  a lo n g  
l e g a l  p r o c e s s  and b a se d  on  t h e  p r e v io u s  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  
s p e c i f i c  i s s u e ,  I c a n n o t b e  o p t i m i s t i c  t h a t  a h ig h  p r i o r i t y  
w i l l  be  p la c e d  by  th e  co m m it te e  on  t h e  b i l l .  You  ca n  be  
a s s u r e d  o f  my c o n tin u e d  e f f o r t ,  h o w ev e r.

W it h  b e s t  w is h e s .

HAROLD RUN NELS, M .C .

lkm

E n c lo s u r e

*
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B6ni  CONGRESS 
1st Ses sio n

To declare  that title to certain lands in the State of New Mexico a rt held in trust  
by the United States for the Ramah Band of the Navajo  Tribe.

IN TH E HOUSE  OF RE PR ES EN TA TI VES  

July  27, 1979
Mr. R unnel s (by request) introduced the following bill: which was ref< rred to the 

Committee on Interior and Insula r Affairs

To declare that title to certa in lands in the Sta te of New Mexico 
are held in trust  by the United Slates for the Ramah Band 
of the Navajo Tribe.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House  of Rcprcscnta-

2 lives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That on and after the date of the enactment  of this Act, title

4 to the following described lands shall he held by the United

5 Sta tes  in trust  for the Ramah Band of the Navajo Tribe:

6 Township 7 north, range 15 west , New  Mexico

7 principal meridian: sections 7, 19, and 31.
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RAMAH NAVAJO CHAPTER
P. O. Box 308 

R amah, N ew  M exico 87321

8 August 1979

Mr. Larry Morgan 
Le gislat ive Coordinator 

fo r Congressman Harold Runnels 
1535 Longworth Bu ild ing  
Washington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Morgan:

I want to take th is  op po rtu ni ty  to pe rsonally thank you fo r pre sen ting my 
le tt e r of  Ju ly  17th to  your mentor. Congressman Harold Runnels. A dd it io na lly , 
your atten tio n and prompt ac tio n are,  indeed, app rec iated by the members o f 
the Ramah Navajo Reservation. Therefore, I would als o li k e  to express th e ir  
grat itu de  to  you fo r coming to  th e ir  aid .

The Ramah Navajos are loo kin g forward with  gre at an tic ip a tion  to  Congressman 
Runnels' re -in troduct io n o f th e ir  piece o f le g is la tion  when Congress reconvenes 
th is  Fa ll . In my capacity as As sis tan t to the Chapter President,  I w i l l  s tr iv e  
to aid  Congressman Runnels in  seeing th at the Ramah Navajos' b i l l  is  passed in 
the House and in  the Senate.

Mr. Morgan, I ,  too,  w il l be tak ing a vacation which w il l conmence in  the 
middle of next  week: I w il l be sa ili ng fo r two weeks o f f  of the coas t o f 
Nova Scotia. A fter the afo res aid  ho liday , I w il l be in  Chicago, New York 
(c it y ) , and Washington D.C. on Chapter business. Furthermore, I w il l not  
return to  the Ramah Navajo Reservation u n ti l the end o f October. Because I 
w il l also be aiding  Congressman Runnels during the aforementioned du ra tio n,
I w il l prov ide you with  an address which w il l enable him and you to co ntac t 
me as qu ickly as possible  should the occasion arise: Jdn C ru ll , 645 Argy le 
Avenue, Flossmoor, I ll in o is  60422.

Thanking you once again fo r your productive  e ff o r ts , I remain

J3n Cru ll
Assis tan t to the Chapter Pres ident 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Reservation 

JC:el

*
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RA MA H NAVA JO CH AP TE R 
P. O.  Box 308 

R amah, N ew  M exico 87321

August 13, 1979

The Honorable Harold Runnels
Congressman -  20th D is tr ic t , New Mexico
1535 Longworth Bu ild ing
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Runnels:

Enclosed, pl ea se  fin d a pho to-ccp y o f my "Thank You" le t te r  to  your 
le g is la ti v e  co ordina tor, Mr. Tarr y  Morgan. The Ramah Navajos are , inde ed , 
gr at ef ul to  him fo r h is  in te re st,  ass id uit y , and prc npt conduct in  br in gi ng 
th eir  si tu at io n to  your at te n ti on .

In ny August 2nd le t te r  to  you, I mentioned th at  I would pre pare and sen d 
you an "argu mentative"  le t te r  which would provide  the mentors o f the Com­
mitt ee  on In te ri or and In su la r A ff a ir s  and the  mentors o f the House with 
a "comprehensive per sp ec tive  o f th is  most si ng ul ar  si tu a ti o n ."  Rather  than 
sending the af or es ai d le t te r  to  you , i t  has  been sugges ted  by Mr. Ralph 
E. Paisa no, the lo ca l B .I .A . Svp erinte ndent , th at  I see  you pe rs on al ly  in  
Washington, D.C.  to  not on ly  gi ve you the aforementioned le t te r , bu t a ls o  
to  furnish you wi th  a fi rs t- han d acco unt o f the se unique peo ple -  the Ramah 
Navajos.

I am wel l aware o f the  fa c t th at  you are  a ve ry  busy nan; and I am co gn iz an t 
of the  pre ssing ma tter s which confront  you. But th is  b i l l  i s  o f v i t a l  
inportanoe to  the two thousand in di vi du al s th at  comprise th is  s a t e l l i t e  
rese rv at ion:  The passage o f  th is  b i l l  w ill  sec ure a most inpo rta nt  st ep  
in  the  Ramah Navajo s' qu est fo r  se lf- de te rm in at io n.  Rea lizi ng  th at  you 
ar e bes ieged by requ es ts fo r  pe rson al appointments, I have enclo sed  a 
b r ie f bio grap hica l sketc h with some background on the  typ e o f in div id ual  
th at  wishes to  see  you. I am no t the typ e o f Anglo who has come ou t to  
ai d the  Native Americans "a la "  Marlon Brando or Jane Fonda.

As I exp lain ed in  rry le t te r  to  Mr. Morgan, I ,  to o,  w ill  be va ca tio ni ng  
dur ing  the  la s t  two weeks in  Aug ust . I w ill  be sa il in g  o f f  o f the co ast  
o f the  Canadian Maritime Pr ov in ce s. Th er ea fter , I w ill  be in  Chi cago,
New York (City) and Washington, D.C. on Chap ter bu sine ss . Moreover,  I 
w i l l  not  return  to  the Ramah Navajo Reser vation u n ti l the end o f Oc tob er.
As a consequence, I w ill  gi ve  you an addr ess which w ill  ena ble  you bo 
co nt ac t me as  qu ic kl y as  poss ib le  fo r  the  sch eduling  o f an appointment:
JSn C ru ll , 645 Ar gyle Avenue, Flossmoor, I ll in o is  60422.

54-999 0 - 8 0 - 1 0
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The Honorable Harold Runnels 
August 13 , 1979 
Page 2

Mr. Runnels, 1 have one furthe r requ est: When you re -in trod uc e the Ranah 
Nav ajos ' pi ec e of le g is la ti o n  and the  House has i t s  hearing  on th is  b i l l ,
I vrould very  much ap preciat e i t  i f  you would n oti fy  my iren tor,  Mr. Rennie  
Cohoe, Ramah Navajo Chapter Pr es iden t. I f  need be,  you may c a l l  him c o ll e c t: 
505-783-5801, Extensio n 238. I would ve ry  much li k e  to  see  my nen tor  and 
his  fa th er , Mr. Chavez P. Coho, the  man whose vi si on and in si ght has made 
the Ramah Navajo Reservat ion  in to  what i t  i s  today  and the  man re sp on sib le  
fo r cr ea ting the  f i r s t  Native  American co nt ro lle d sc ho ol , presen t in  Wash­
ing ton , D.C. fo r th is  gr ea t occasio n.

In cl osi ng, I look forward to  hea rin g from you and se eing  you in  Washington, 
D.C. Wishing you the  bes t,  I ren ain  

Yours si nce re ly .

J&n C ru ll
Ass is ta nt to  the Chap ter Pr esiden t 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Reserv atio n
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RAMAH NAVAJO CHAPTER
P. O. Box 308 

Ramah, New  M exico 87321

. 15 August 1979*

The Honorable Harold Runnels
Congressman--20th D is tr ic t,  New Mexico
1535 Longworth Bu ild ing
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Runnels:

While my le tt e r  o f August 13th was enroute to you, you r re pl y to my August 2nd "no te" was on i t s  way here; I received i t  today—I was a ll  se t to leave fo r my vacation ( I communicated th is  in  my le tt e r  o f the 13 th ). Let me f i r s t  "Thank you" fo r in tro du cing  the.Ramah Navajos' b i l l ;  I want to pe rson al ly commend you fo r tak ing  the in it ia t iv e  in  int rodu cing  th is  piece of le g is la ti o n  which seems to have such a dubious fu tu re . A ddit io na lly , I apprecia te the fa c t th a t you w il l give you r con tinued e ff o r t to  resolve  the Ramah Navajos' s it u a ti o n .

Mr. Runnels, I would li k e  to aid  you in your  afo res aid  e ff o r t.  You see,  Mr. Runnels, I ,  to o, am d il ig e n tl y  s tr iv in g  to resolve  these pasto ral pe op le's s ituation in  my own way. In my August 13th le t te r ,  I requested to see you.I now fee l th a t a meeting w ith  you is  imperat ive : I t  w il l pro vide us with  the op po rtu nit y to discuss and inve st igate var ious  means to move the af ore ­mentioned piece  o f le g is la tio n  out  on the House fl o o r  w ith  the Conmittee on 
In te ri o r and In su la r A ff a ir s ' concurrence.

As you mentioned, the re are 291 b il ls  pending in  the House Committee on In te ri o r and Insu lar A ff a ir s . Indeed, I can we ll understand th at the sheer volume is  a "d e fin ite  handicap". Moreover, I am well aware of the fa c t th at many members of the “Committee" w il l focus th e ir  atten tio n on b i l ls  th a t are o f a grea ter magnitude—they may a ff e c t a la rg er segment o f the po pu lat ion  or be a popular  issue—than the Ramah Navajos' b i l l .  However, the d ir e c t or in d ir e c t we ll-b eing  o f 2000 in d iv id ua ls —Native Americans—is  at  stake. I f  the Ramah Nava jos' s ituation is  not resolve d now, i t  w il l never be.

In my prev ious le tt e rs , I mentioned th at I would prepare an "argum entative le tt e r"  which would il lu s tr a te  the s in gu la ri ty  of the Ramah Navajos' b i l l .  I have completed th is  le t te r ,  and I would li k e  to discuss it s  con tents w ith you pe rso na lly . Coupled with  th is  le tt e r  would be my own persona l observa tions and in sigh ts . I be lieve  th at a combination of the two w il l convince you o f the aforesaid  "s in g u la ri ty " : You w il l re aliz e th at the Ramah Navajos' b i l l  is  not ju s t another land tr ansfe r.

*



T he Honorable Harold Runnels 
15 August 1979 
Page 2

Forgive me, i f  I may sound presumptuous here, bu t I would li ke  to make a 
suggest ion. 1 d e fi n it e ly  feel  th at i f  you were to schedule a hearing fo r 
Mr. Bennie Cohoe (Ramah Chapter Preside nt ), Mr. Chavez P. Coho (the prime 
mover of  th is  Navajo Comnunity), and mysel f—a ft e r my meeting with  you, 
o f course—with the Committee, i t  w il l be the ins trument that  w il l ga in ’ 
the necessary approval to move the Ramah Navajos' b i l l  on to fu tu re  enact­
ment. 1 should po in t out th at in  the past  few days le tt e rs  have been sent 
ou t to var ious members o f Congress—includ ing some members o f the "Conmittee"  
- - to  generate support fo r the Ramah Navajos'  b i l l .

Mr. Runnels, in  my le tt e r  to  you r le g is la ti ve  co or dina to r, Mr. La rry  Morgan 
and in my la s t le tt e r  to  you. I mentioned th a t I w il l be away from the Ramah 
Reservation—on vacation and, subsequently, on Chapter business.  Re al iz ing 
the importance o f the afo res aid  b i l l  to  Ramah Navajos, I provided you , in  
my la s t le t te r ,  with  an address fo r expediency purposes: I t  w il l enable 
you to conta ct me as qu ickl y as po ss ible.

In clos ing,  I look  forward to hearing from you and the p o s s ib il it y  o f 
working wi th  you. Wishing you the best,  I remain

Yours Sincerely,

J3n Cru ll
As sis tant  to the Chapter President 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Reservation
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August 23, 1979

Jan Crull
645 Argyle Avenue
Flossmoor, Illinois 60422
Dear Jan:
We are in receipt of your letters of August 8th, 13th and 15th expressing further your interest in the legislation to bring about a land transfer from the Bureau of Land 
Management to the Ramah Navajos.
In that you did not indicate the date you plan to be in Washington, D.C., it would be my suggestion that you contact my office upon your arrival and contact my personal secretary, Shirley Childress, to determine if I am able to meet with you personally to discuss this letter. Depending on my own com­mittee schedule, I would be more than happy to discuss the matter with you further. If, however, I am not able to meet with you because of my committee schedule, Larry Morgan of my staff would be more than happy to discuss the situation 
with you.
You also made & request that I consider a hearing for Mr. Bennie Cohoe and Mr. Chavez Cohoe with the Interior Committee. To make such a commitment would be presumptuous on my own part in that I am not the Chairman of the House Interior Committee and, therefore, do not have the opportunity to schedule a hearing. Secondly, the legislative process would require that the bill be approved by the subcommittee on Public Lands prior to being considered by the full com­mittee. Any effort to take this matter directly to the full committee without the approval of the subcommittee chairman might tend to alienate that particular chairman, Repre­
sentative John Seiberling of Ohio. It would be my recom­mendation that upon your visit to Washington you meet with
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Mr. Andy Wiessner, of the Public Lands Committee staff, 
and Mr. Frank Ducheneaux, Special Council for Indian Affairs 
for the Interior Committee. I feel that both of these 
gentlemen would be in a better position to acquaint 
you with the legislative process which confronts your 
legislation and what action needs to be taken in order 
to receive active consideration of this bill.
As a member of the Congress for over eight years and a 
member of the State Legislature ten years previous, you 
can be assured that I understand the special problems 
confronting the Ramah Navajo.
With best wishes.
Sincerely,

HAROLD RUNNELS, M.C
lkm

»
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UNITED STATES
■tfart; iST of tke n rz ’ iSF 
E'.i.HU OF

FtAU VI  NAVAJO 
SAMAM. NEW ••'EXtCO R7<2«

Au&tst 7, 1979

The Horcrablo lb.rold Runnels
Cun: ressrc n-2(Wi D is tr ic t,  N.-f M rdco
ISIS Longworth Building
V?.shingt(n, D. C. 20510 k

Dear Mr. Runnels:

Mr. Jan  Crull—A ss is tant  to  tho F. /-.h  Navajo C h-pter Pi eaid-,nt—has 
infors od  to  of  your  decis ion  to  re- int roduce  tho Rae ah K arajos’ 
b i l l  in  the  ensuing sess ion of  tho House. This b i l l  is  of v it a l 
Importance to  the  Ramah Reserva tion: I f  enac ted,  i t  s i l l  conso lidate  
the  Ramah Navajo lend s in  the  sou the ast  ooru ar of  the  reservati on .

Fecauso th is  b i l l  w il l ce rt ai nl y tnh-nce the  Rac.-Ji Navajo Ca rxci ity ’s 
fu tu re  v ia b il it y , I want to  thank  you on bolia lf of  tho c o ; un ity fo r 
caking tho afo res aid  de cis ion . In ad di tio n,  I would a lso  like  to  
express  ty  grat itu de  on be ha lf of  tho Bureau o f Indian A ffai rs -- 
Dep artrent of  tho In te ri o r.

.T. -n hn< t T r . f n m M  n o  th at  he w il l provide you “i th  sn ’'argumentative"  
le t te r  fo r the purpoco of  cir cu -vcn tin g and overcoming any p ot en tial  
oppositi on to the  Ramah Kavajos' b i l l .  I suggested th at  he see you 
pe rso nally  to not  only  pre sent you w ith th is  le tt e r  of  h is , but als o 
see you to  give you p er tine nt  ad di tio na l information which cannot 
bo fu lly  conveyed in  a sin glo  le tt e r . The refo re, I an asking you 
to  give  hin tho oppor tun ity  to sco you in  Washington, D. C. ju s t 
before  you re- int roduce  the  Ramah Kavajos' b il l.

Thank you.

Mr. Ralph E. Paisano 
Superintendent

RE?AISAN0:bn:8/07/79
cc:  Agency Chrono

Area Di rec tor, AAO 
Area Br. of  Real ty 
Presi dent,  Ramah Navajo Chapter

♦
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H A R O L D  R U N N tL S

e C 'M M .m c  C ‘< SE RV ICES

Congress of tfjc elnitcb Sta te s
CO-M M d IC C  ON  ? ) o u s s  o (  i i i p r t s c n t a t i b e s t

IN TERIO R A S 3  INS UL AR  AF FA IRS

o.x..,c, laas&innton. n.e. 20515

* > : » c ^ r r . :  2:9.21(9

A»r* Cool 5t9 S24-»0:2

A hca CoOC WS: B63-34DO

August 15, 1979

Mr. Ralph E. Paisano
Superintendent
Ramah Navajo Agency
U.S. Department of Interior
Ramah, New Mexico 87321
Dear Ralph:

Thank you for your letter of August 2nd in regard to the 
legislation which I have reintroduced which would transfer 
certain lands to trust status on behalf of the Ramah band 
of the Navajos.

You request that Jan Crull be allowed to meet with me 
prior to introduction of this legislation. The bill has 
already been introduced and has been referred to the 
committee on Interior and Insular affairs.

The next step, of course, is to obtain hearings on the 
legislation and this is the area where I am not overly 
optimistic. I would be more than happy to meet with 
Jan Crull at some future date to discuss this matter 
and you can be assured that I will continue to overcome 
any potential opposition to the bill.
With best wishes.

lkm
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D e a r .

RAMA H NAVAJO CH AP TE R
P. O.  Box  308 

R am ah , N ew  M exico 87321

A u g u s t 8 , 197 9

«

* •
r.

I  am  w r i t i n g  t o  e n l i s t  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Rama h N a v a jo  B i l l  
w h ic h  w i l l  b e  r e - i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  H o u se  by  C ongre ss m an  
H a r o ld  R u n n e ls  (D) a n d  S e n a to r  P e te  D o m e n ic i (R ) whe n C o n g re ss  
r e c o n v e n e s  i n  t h e  F a l l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  c e r t a i n  
i t e m s  t h a t  may  b e  u s e f u l  t o  b r i e f  y o u  o n  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  b i l l :  
H o p e f u l ly ,  t h e  p h o t o - c o p i e s  o f  M r.  B e n n ie  C o h o e ’ s  l e t t e r .
C h a ir m a n  M ac D o n a ld ’ s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  l a t e  S e n a to r  M o n to y a ,
U n i te d  S t a t e s  D e p a r tm e n t o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r - O f f i c e  o f  S o l i c i t o r ' s  
m em or an du m, M r.  R . O.  B u f f i n g t o n ’ s  ( a c t i n g  S t a t e  D i r e c t o r -  
B u re a u  o f  L and  M anagem ent)  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  A lb u q u e rq u e  
A re a  D i r e c t o r ,  S .2 0 7 2 — M r.  D o m e n ic i 's  i n i t i a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
o f  o u r  b i l l ,  H .R . 8533— M r.  R u n n e l s ’ i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  o u r  b i l l ,  
a n d  H .R . 83 1 8 — M r.  L u j a n ’ s  r e - i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  o u r  b i l l  on  
J u l y  1 4 , 1 9 7 7 , w i l l  g iv e  you  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  how lo n g  t h e  
Rama h N a v a jo s  h a v e  b e e n  e n d e a v o r in g  t o  s e e  t h e i r  b i l l  p a s s e d  
i n  C o n g re s s .

B e c a u s e  s e v e r a l  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  a n d  P u e b lo s  h a v e  im p o sed  a d d i t i o n a l  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o n  t h e  h o l d e r s  o f  F e d e r a l  m in e r a l  l e a s e s  on  
I n d i a n  l a n d s  i n  o r d e r  t o  g a in  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  l a n d s ,  I  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  i s  n o t  c o n d u c iv e  f o r  a  b i l l  w h ic h  
w i l l  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  c e r t a i n  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  t o  a n  
I n d i a n  t r i b e  t o  b e  i n t r o d u c e d .  I  s h o u ld  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  Ram ah 
N a v a jo s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a  p a r t y  t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  i s  f o r  
t h e  p r e c e d i n g  r e a s o n  t h a t  C o n g re ss m an  R u n n e ls  w i l l  r e - i n t r o d u c e  
t h e  Rama h N a v a jo s ' b i l l .  H ow ever,  s i n c e  ma ny m em be rs  o f  
C o n g re s s  a r e  n o t  a w a re  o f  t h e  a f o r e m e n t io n e d  f a c t ,  I  am  
p r e p a r i n g  a n  " a r g u m e n ta t i v e "  l e t t e r  w h ic h  w i l l  p r o v id e  t h e  
n e m b e rs  w i th  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  m ost  s i n g u l a r  
s i t u a t i o n .  B e c a u s e  t h e  Ram ah N a v a jo  E x p e r i e n c e  an d  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  f u l l y  c o n v e y e d  i n  a  s i n g l e  l e t t e r ,  I  w o u ld  
l i k e  t o  n e e t  w i th  y o u  i n  S e p te m b e r  ( b e f o r e  t h e  b i l l  i s  r e ­
in t r o d u c e d )  t o  f u r n i s h  y o u  w i th  ny tw e lv e  p o i n t  " a r g u m e n ta t iv e "  
s t a t e m e n t  a n d  a  p e r s o n a l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e s e  u n iq u e  p e o p le — t h e  
Ram ah N a v a jo s .
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A u g u s t 8 , 1S79  
P age  2

I  am w e l l  a w a re  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you  a r e  a  v e r y  b u s y  ma n;  
a n d  I  am c o g n iz a n t  o f  t h e  p r e s s i n g  m a t t e r s  w h ic h  c o n f r o n t  
y o u . B u t t h i s  b i l l  i s  i n p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  tw o th o u s a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h a t  c o n p r i s e  t h i s  s a t e l l i t e  r e s e r v a t i o n :  T he p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  
b i l l  w i l l  s e c u r e  a  m o s t i n p o r t a n t  s t e p  i n  t h e  Ram ah N a v a jo s *  
q u e s t  f o r  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

I  w i l l  b e  t a k i n g  a  v a c a t i o n  w h ic h  w i l l  co mmen ce  i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  
n e x t  w eek : I  w i l l  b e  s a i l i n g  f o r  tw o w eek s o f f  o f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  
Nov a S c o t i a .  A f t e r  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  h o l i d a y ,  I  w i l l  b e  i n  C h ic a g o , 
New Y ork  ( C i ty )  a n d  W a s h in g to n , D. C.  o n  C h a p te r  b u s i n e s s .

F u r th e r m o r e ,  I  w i l l  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Ram ah N a v a jo  R e s e r v a t i o n  
u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  O c to b e r .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  1 w i l l  p r o v i d e  yo u  
w i th  an  a d d r e s s  w h ic h  w i l l  e n a b l e  you  t o  c o n t a c t  me a s  q u i c k ly  
a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s c h e d u l i n g  o f  an  a p p o in tm e n t :  J £ n  C r u l l ,
64 5 A rg y le  A v e n u e , F lo s s m o o r , I l l i n o i s  6 0 4 2 2 . R e a l i z i n g  
t h a t  you  a r e  b e s i e g e d  by  r e q u e s t s  f o r  p e r s o n a l  a p p o i n t n e n t s ,
I  h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a  b r i e f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  t o  g iv e  y o u  so m e 
b a c k g ro u n d  on  t h e  t y p e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  w is h e s  t o  s e e  y o u .

In  c l o s i n g ,  I  lo o k  fo r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  fr o m  y o u  a n d  w o rk in g  
w i th  you  t o  s e e  t h e  Ramah N a v a jo s*  s i t u a t i o n  r e s o l v e d .  W is h in g  
yo u  th e  b e s t .  I  r e m a in

S i n c e r e l y ,
s j i -

JMn C r u l l
A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  C h a p te r  P r e s i d e n t  
R am ah .N avajo  C h a p te r  
Ram ah N a v a jo  R e s e r v a t i o n

JC : e l

E n c lo s u r e s
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JAN CRUEL

Af ter  completing hi s prepara tor y school education at  Lake 
For est  Academy, J9n Cr ul l atte nded the  Un ive rsi ty of Denver 
Northwestern Unive rs ity , and Canada's Dalhousie Un ive rsi ty from 
which he rec eived a B.A. Honours in English. In subsequent years , 
he was awarded a Master of  Art s degree from Purdue Un ive rsi ty,  
and he was a Doc tora l stu dent  in English language and li te ra tu re  
a t Indiana Unive rs ity . Besides the  aforesaid edu cat ional experience 
he al so  had exp erienc es in othe r endeavors: marke ting di rectoi  o 
a co nior at ion;  ed itor of a na tio na l supplement in Canada; bus ines s 
ve ntures ; cr ea tive  endeavors;  teaching un iv er si ty  courses;  and 
tea ching rem edial, re gu la r,  and advanced high school stu de nts. 
Because of hi s conv ict ion  th at  the  advantaged should  aid  the  d is ­
advanta ged, he a lso taught  cu lt u ra ll y  and economically deprived 
young ster s from mi nority backgrounds, and he has volu ntee red hi s 
se rv ices  to the  Ramah Navajo people:  By consent of the  Ramah Navajc 
Chapter (Composed of  the  Ramah Navajo Reservation members), he 
was crea ted the  o ff ic ia l Ass ist an t to  the Chapter Pre sid ent.



RAMAH NAVAJO CHAPT ER  
P. O. Box 308 

Ramah, New  Mexico 87321

August 13, 1979

The Honorable  Gen tleperso ns 
The United St at es  Congress 
Ca pit ol H il l
Washington, D. C.

Dear Gen tlep ersons :

When Congress reconvenes, Congressman Harold  Runnels (D) of  New Mexico wi ll 
be re -in trod uc in g the  Ramah Navajo' piec e of  le g is la ti on  in the House- If  
ti n s  piece of le g is la ti on  is  en ac ted,  i t  wi ll giv e the  Ramah Navajos twenty- 
one se ct io ns  of  Uni ted St at es  la nd -- th es e se ct io ns  ar e al read y loc ate d wi th­
in the  Southwest co rner  of. th e ir  re se rv at io n.  Likewise , Sen ato r Pete Donenici 
(R) of  New Mexico w il l re -int ro du ce  the afor es ai d b i l l  in  the Sena te

H is to ri ca ll y , the  Ramah Navajos have liv ed  in the  v ic in it y  of  
tio ne d se ct io ns  sin ce  they ass is te d  the  Zuni Indians' de fen se 
in 1540. Specif ic a lly , the Ramah Navajos have liv ed  on these 
pa rc el s of  land sin ce  th e ir  long  tr ek  back from being held in Fo rt Sumner in 1868.

the aforemen- 
ag ains t Coronado 
twenty-one 
cap ti v it y  at

It  should be st at ed  th at  the  Ramah Navajos have repeav^y tr ie d  to  acqu ire  
these se ct io ns  of  lan d. However, th e ir  e ff o rt s  have been va in endeavors.
Unce ag ain,  they are face d wi th an op po rtu ni ty --a ghmmer of  ho pe --to po ss ibl y 
s u p p o r t SN1;EDTI)S ’ YO lJR"" a 1 1  Gen tlep ersons  of  Co ng ress--a ffi rm ati ve

Because the  need to  acqu ire  the twenty-one se ct io ns  of  Federal land wi thin 
the ex te ri o r bou nda ries  of  th e Ramah Navajo Reservat ion  in T17, R16W N.M.P.M. 
iw ° r  Yit a l  lm P°r t a n c e  t 0  the Ramah Navajo peop le,  we ar e su bm itt ing’to  you" 
the fol low ing rea sons  to  not only il lu s tr a te  the si ngula ri ty  of  the Ramah 
Navajos re qu es t, but to  al so  ge ne ra te your suppor t for the preceding requ es t:

1. The Ramah Navajo Reservat ion  is  a s a te l l it e  re se rv at io n:  It  is 
ge og raph ical ly  sepa ra ted from the Navajo Na tion , and it  ex is ts  
in an area  which has numerous and dive rs e land in tc rc st s- -" ch ec ker ­board" arra ngemen t.

2. In ad di tio n to  being  remote ly si tu ate d , the  Ramah Navajo res erv a 
ti on lac ks  many of the necessa ry resources which othe r fo rtun ate 
communities ar e blessed wi th.

3. Because of  the  d iv ers it y  of  land in te re s ts , land co ns ol idat ions  
ar e pre ven ted ; and these ar c necessa ry fo r optium land mana«>e- 
ment a c ti v it ie s  which requ ire  la rg e con tinu ous  area .
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4. The development of  needed roads, u t i l i t i e s ,  and othe r land re ­
la te d a c ti v it ie s  which invo lve casements and ri ght of  ways ar e 
seve re ly  hampered due to  the d if f ic u lt ie s  in ob ta in ing concur­
ren ces.

5. Because the economic co nd iti on s on the Ramah Navajo Reservat ion  
ar e the  cau ses  fo r hig h unemployment and low income, the Ramah 
Navajo pe op les' dependence upon the lands for sus ten ance is  
gre at ly  in crea sing .

6. The ste ady  growth of  th e Ramah Navajo people is  causing the  
presen t land bas e to  de crease  to  the  ex tent  where i t  is  becoming 
econ omically in su ff ic ie n t to  su st ai n the  community's govern­
mental and domestic  op er at ions .

7. farming and live st oc k op er at ions  comprise 80% of  the Ramah 
Navajos ' means of  liv el ih oo d.  However, th e ir  means have been 
hin der ed over the pa st  number of ye ar s:  Poor wea ther  and poor 
range co nd iti on s have se ve re ly  reduced the range cap aci ti es to  
where the su rv iv al  of  the af or es ai d op erat ions  ar e d if f ic u lt .

8. Since the Ramah Navajo Re servation  lac ks  wa ter, mineral s and 
ot he r na tu ra l re so ur ce s,  a need fo r ad di tion al  lands which 
can p a r ti a ll y  o ff se t the economic de pr ivat io n caused by the se  
cu rren t defi c ie nc ie s,  has  been cr ea ted.

9. The ac quis it io n  of  thes e se ct io ns  of  land would giv e credence 
to  and af fir m  pa st  Congress ional att em pts  a t recogniz ing  the 
unique needs of  the Nat ive  American peo ple  in  th e ir  qu est for  
economic su rv iv al .

10. The ac quis it io n  would fu rt her  re in fo rc e the in te nt io ns  of
a pre ced ing  Congressiona l ena ctm ent--P .I..  95-658, The Indian 
Se lf-De ter mi na tio n and Education Assis tan ce  Act: Your af fir m a­
ti ve  vote on the Ramah Nav ajos ' b i ll  and it s  subsequent en ­
actment would giv e credence  of  your se riou s concern  to  aid 
the Native  Americans in  secu rin g important st ep s in th e ir  
dr iv e fo r se lf -d et er m in at io n.

11. The ac quis it io n would f u l f i l l  the fede ra l governmen t's tr u s t 
re sp onsi b il it y  in pr ot ec ting  and preserving  Native  American 
lands  and resources*  ''m u r th u  Thu tiimTVwfini.i.i

The pre cedin g giv es  you a comprehensive  pe rspe ct ive of  the Ramah Nav ajos ' 
need fo r th e twen ty-on e se ct io ns  of  lan d,  and it  de fin es  the si ngula ri ty  
of  th e ir  re qu es t. We re a li ze  a t th is  po in t th at  some of  you may s t i l l  
be hesi ta n t to  giv e your  suppor t to  th is  b i ll  because cer ta in  Indian 
tr ib e s  and Pueblos have imposed ad di tion al  requiremen ts on ho lde rs ol 
fe de ra l min era l leas es  on Ind ian  lands in orde r to  ga in access ,6 the se 
lands.
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Th ere fore,  we should po in t out th at  the Ramah Navajtsh avc  not been a pa rty  
to  th is  si tu ati on , fu rth erm ore, we would lik e your indu lgence to  perm it 
us to  fu rn ish you with an abst ra c t of  the  Bureau of  Ind ian A ff a ir s'  Minera l 
Invento ry Survey of  the Ramah Navajo Reservat ion :

In coopera tio ns  with the  Bureau of  Mines and the Geo logical  Survey, 
the Bureau of  Ind ian  A ff ai rs  is  involved in making min eral  inventory  
surv eys on Ind ian re se rv at io ns.  This  a c ti v it y  commenc'd in  1976, and 
i t  is  s t i l l  continu ing  u n ti l fou r phases ar e completed : The "Survey" 
w il l be composed of  four  phase s:

Phase I of  th is  "Survey" was conducted on the Ramah Navajo 
Reservat ion  in  November of  1976, and i t  was completed the same month. 
This  phase co ns is ted main ly of  in ve st ig at io ns  in to  pa st  geolo gica l 
st udie s of  the ar ea : These were stud ied to  detem inc whether or  not 
any pre vious p o ss ib il it ie s  of  the ex is tenc e of  va rio us  min era l reso urc  
were as ce rtaine d on the Ramah Navajo re se rv at io n.  Add iti on al ly , 
"Survey" personnel made on s i te  v is i ts  to  id en ti fy  and as se ss  the 
re se rv at io n and make recommendations fo r fu rt her  stud ie s to  be in ­
co rpora ted  in the  nex t phase of  the "Survey".

The re su lt s  of  th is  stu dy were compiled in to  a re port , and i t -  
-the  repo rt- -w as se nt  to  th e Ramah B.I.A . agency. From th is  re port , 
the  B.I .A. was given a str on g in di ca tio n which st re ss ed  th at  there 
was no si gn if ic an t ex is tenc e of  any minerals on the  re se rv at io n.  How­
ev er , the  re po rt d i c t a te  th at  th er e was a p o ss ib il it y  of some ex is ­
ten ce  on pri vat e lands ad jace nt  to  or  wi th in  the re se rv at io n: The 
Ramah Navajo re se rv at io n is  a checkerboa rd arrangem ent.

In May of  1979, Phase II  of  the "Survey" was conducted  on the  
re se rv at io n,  and i t  was completed in the fol low ing month. The a c t i ­
v it ie s  of  th is  phase  ce ntered  on conf irming Phase I on s it e  fin ding s 
and determ ining the ne ce ss ity for fu rthe r recommendations for Phase II of  the  "Survey".

Even though the  fi nal  re po rt of  Phase II I has not been pub lished 
» i t  can be sa id  th at the Ramah Navajos cannot expect any meaning­

ful economic ga in from minerals.  Moreover, i t  should be st re ss ed  th at  
the  Ramah Navajos ' min era l ownersh ip ( i f  th er e ar e any mineral s) from 
past land ac quis it io ns would only giv e thc.Ti30o

o--30 i of  noth ing based 
on the  aforementioned  phase s. Add iti on al ly , i f  the sl ig h t ex ist en ce  
th at  was found on the p ri vat e  lands of  the re se rv at io n should al so  be 
found on Ramah Navajo lands in la te r  st udie s,  it s  development  co st s 
would not be fe as ib le , anti th is  is  based on expected pro duction . Cou­
pled with  the  preced ing  is  the  fa ct  th at  a lack of  lo ca lly traine d 
manpower would off se t any plan for minimum op erat iona l co st s.

As you can se c,  the "m ine ral " argument cannot be appli ed  to  the Ramah Navaj 
si tu a ti o n : The Ramah Nav ajos ' fu tu re  pla ns fo r land use  and land dcvclop - 
m en t- -thi s inc lud es the  twen ty-one se ct io ns  in quest  ion--wou ld have to  be 
in developments ot he r than min era l developments.



155

The Honorable Gentle persons of  the United St at es  Congress
August 13, 1979
Page 4.

Hopeful ly,  the preced ing  ra ti onal e  was su ff ic ie n t to  e n li s t your af lirma ti v e  sup por t fo r the  Ramah Navajos ' piece of  le g is la ti o n . Should you re  qu ire ad dit io nal  in form ation , do not h esi ta te  to  ask .
We look forward to  see ing  you re so lv e the  Ramah Navajos ' si tu ati on . We wish you and the gre at  in st it u tion-- T he United St at es  Co ngres s-- the  be st 
in  the pres en t and in  the fu tu re .

Re spec tfu lly  sub mi tted,

Bennie Cohoe, Pr es iden t 
Ramah Navajo Chap ter 
Ramah Navajo Community

Jfln C ni ll
Ass is ta nt  to  the Chap ter Pr es iden t 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Reservat ion

♦
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RA MAH  NAVAJO CH APT ER  
P. O. Box 308 

R amah, N ew  M exico 87321

14 August 1979

Mr. A rthur Zimnerman 
State D ire c to r 
Sta te  O ff ic e
Bureau o f Land Management
Un ited States  Departm ent o f the In te r io r
P.0 . Box 1449
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Dear Mr. Zimmerman:

?  ! n 1 i 5 t / O u r  s u PP°r t  o n c e  ag ain fo r  the Ramah Nava jo B i l l  which 
w il l be re -in troduce d in  the House by Congressman Ha ro ld  Runnels  (D) o f
?n th pX F a li a n d sS e n - r ° r  i? t e  ?° m e n ic i  W  o f  N ew  Mexico  when Congress reconvenes  

S p e c l  f ?Sa 1  l f  enac ted , th is  b i l l  w i l l  dec la re  th a t t i t l e  to
se ct ions  1 ? ^ 2 ?

Ra’ ^ h t n d ^ o ? ^  S a 5 o X i Cr ? b " e  t F U S t  * *  t h e  s i a t “  t h e

We rece ive d yo ur  o f f ic e ’ s con currence when the a fo re sa id  b i l l  
have enc losed a copy o f the 1973 le t te r .  The Ramah Navajos 

i t  i f  you wou ld gi ve  them an updated statem en t s im il a r  to  the
giv en  to  them in  1973.

was in tr oduced; 
would app re ciat e 
one th a t was

nn r h k t !  a " a y . f r o m  the Ramah Navajo  Res er va tio n— on va ca tio n and, su bs eq ue nt ly, 
on Chapter  business in  Ch icago, New York ( c i t y ) ,  and Washin gton, D.C. For 
to Prn n t2 rt  J^ r p ° S e s l * W 111 O rn is h  you w ith  an add ress which w i l l  enab le you 
I l l in o is  6M?? q A d r f ^  a s  P°s s i b le : J3n C ru ll ,  645 Arg yle Avenue, Flossm oor , 
I l l in o is  60422. A d d it io n a ll y , w i l l  you ple ase send a copy o f the requeste d 
308^e Ramah^°New'Mexico" 8^2? .’ P re S 1 ' d e n t > R a m a h  N a v a J°  Cha pter . P.0 . Box

Thank ing you, I rem ain

Yours s in ce re ly ,

J8n C ru ll
A ss is ta n t to  the Chapter  Pre side nt  
Ramah Navajo Chapter  
Ramah Navajo Res erva tio n

JC /el
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RA MA H NAVAJO CH AP TE R
P. O. Box 308 

R amah, N ew  M exico 87321

15 August 1979

Mr. Sidney M il ls
(Acting ) Commissioner o f Ind ian A ffa ir s
Department o f the In te ri o r
1951 Con st itu tio n Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20245

Dear Mr. M il ls :

I am w ri ti ng  to seek your aid  in  seeing th at Ramah Nava jo's B il l w il l receive  
a hear ing before the U.S. Senate's Select  Committee on Ind ian  A ff a ir s  and the 
House's Committee on In te ri o r and Insu la r A ff a ir s . Today, I rece ived word from 
Congressman Harold Runnels th a t he introduced the afo res aid  b i l l  in  the House 
on Ju ly 27, 1979. Aga in, i t  is  pending before the House's aforementioned
committee.

In my ta lks w ith  Mr. Ralph Paisano and Richard Evans o f the loca l Ramah B .I.A . 
Agency, I learned th a t you ce rt a in ly  have an in te re s t in  the Ramah Nava jo's 
B i l l .  I would ce rt a in ly  apprecia te i t  i f  you would as si st  these pasto ral  
people—the Ramah Navajos—in  tr y in g  to res olve th e ir  si tu a tion .

For your bene fi t,  I have enclosed photocopies o f le tt e rs  and documents to 
give  you a h is to ry  o f the b i l l .  A dd it io na lly , I have enclosed a photocopy of  
my pro totype le t te r  that  has been sent  out to var ious members of Congress. 
Contained in  i t ,  you w il l fi nd  th at I have requested appointments to see them 
—the members o f Congress—to present them with  my "argumentat ive"  le tt e r . 
Furthermore, you w il l als o find  an address which w il l enable you to  contac t me.

Indeed, I would li k e  to  meet with  you in  Washington, D.C. the week o f September 
17th, I w il l then fu rn ish you with  a copy o f my afo res aid  statement.

Mr. M il ls , I look forward to  seeing you and working with  you on th is  matter  
—the Ramah Navajos' B i l l .  Wishing you the be st , I remain 

Yours si nc er el y.

J3n Cru ll
As sistan t to  the Chapter President 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Reservation

Enclosures

JC/el

-999  0 - 8 0 - 1 1
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645  A rg y le  Ave nu e,
F lo ss m o o r, I l l i n o i s ,604 22

o r

P .0 . Box 83 ,
P in e h il l( R a m a h ) ,N .M .,87 32 1 

8 O cto ber 1979

D ea r Sus an ,

P le a se ,d o  fo rg iv e  me f o r  th e  ta r d in e s s  o f  t h i s  e p i s t l e .  I 
ha ve  be en  k ep t ex c ee d in g ly  busy j iny f a m i l i a l  o b l ig a t io n s  
— my f a th e r  w i l l  be  coming  o u t o f  th e  h o s p i t a l  s h o r t ly j  * 
i t  was h is  m as si ve h e a r t  a t t a c k  which  d e la y e d  my t r i p  to  
D .C .— and my o b l ig a t io n s  to  o th e r  p r o je c t s  ha ve  consum ed 
m os t o f my ti m e; c o n se q u e n tl y , I  was u n ab le  to  w r i te  my 
D.C.  "Thank  You" n o te s  u n t i l  now .

In d eed , I  mos t c e r t a in l y  a p p re c ia te d  y o u r i n t e r e s t  in  th e  •
Ramah N av aj os ^ s i t u a t i o n ;  and I w i l l  be  e v e r  so  g r a te f u l  
to  you f o r  b r in g in g  i t — th e  a f o r e s a id  s i t u a t i o n — to  S e n a to r  
H a t f i e ld ’s  a t t e n t i o n .  To r e i t e r a t e ,  S.17 3O  i s  n o t a  me re 
t i t l e  t r a n s f e r  b i l l :  I f  e n a c te d ,n o t o n ly  w i l l  t h i s  b i l l ;  . .' '

.. g iv e  ap p ro x im ate ly  fo u r  hu nd re d Ramah N a v a jo s (o u t o f  a ?-.'... ' 
t o t a l  o f  tw e n ty -t h re e  hu nd re d) so m e fo rm  o f  l e g a l  r i g h t  to  
la n d s  th a t  th ey  ha ve  bee n  l i v i n g  on f o r  g e n e r a ti o n s ( la n d s  

•’ a ls o  w it h in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  Ramah N av aj o R e s e rv a ti o n ) ,
. b u t i t  w i l l  a l s o  make th e s e  fo u r  hundre d p eo p le  e l i g i b l e  

f o r  B .I .A . s e rv ic e s  whi ch  th ey  now la c k .  T h e re fo re , yo u ca n  
c o n s id e r  your e n a e a v o r( s )  f o r  th e se  p eo p le  a s  b e in g  one '

• which  i s  f o r  a good  c a u se .

Susa n, p le a s e ,d o  t e l l  me "w ha t d e v e lo p s ."  I  w i l l  be  u s in g  
my I l l i n o i s  a d d re ss  f o r  a t  l e a s t  th e  n e x t f o u r  w ee ks . 
A d d it io n a ll y , do fo rg iv e  me f o r  th e  p h o n e - c a l l1 My e n c o u n te r  

■ was w it h  K a' .-Fol ey  o f  Co ng ressman  F o le y 's  o f f i c e .  -

I  lo ok  fo rw ar d to  h e a r in g  from  yo u.  W is hin g yo u th e  b es t, *  5
I  re m ai n

. Yo urs s in c e r e ly ,  . ..

< Ja n  C ru ll  .*

P .S . P le a se  g iv e  my "T ha nk s"  to  M ic hae l Cox 
„ Co he n’ s o f f i c e —I ’l l  be  s c o o ti n g  o f f  a

... s h o r t ly .
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645 A rg y le  Av enue , 
F lo s s m o o r , I l l i n o i s , 
60 42 2

o r

P .0 . Box 83 ,
P in e h il l( R a m a h ) ,N .M ., 
873 21

8 O cto ber 1979

D ea r L a u rie ,
P le a s e ,d o  fo rg iv e  me f o r  th e  ta r d in e s s  o f  t h i s  e p i s t l e . I .  
ha ve  be en  k e p t exceed in g ly .b usy iM y  f a m i l i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s ^ . ’
__my f a th e r  w i l l  be  co ming o u t o f th e  h o s p i t a l  s h o r t l y ; i t  \
was  h is  m as si ve  h e a r t  a t t a c k  which  d e la y e d  my t r i p  to  D.C ,^. 
—an d my o b l ig a t io n s  to  o th e r  p r o je c t s  hav e consu me d m o s t: -  
o f  my ti m e; c o n s e q u e n tl y , I  was unab le  to  w r i te  my D . C . .•■-.•lAi 
"T ha nk  You" n o te s  u n t i l  now. -
I n d e e d ,I  mos t ^ c e r ta in ly  a p p re c ia te d  y o u r i n t e r e s t  in  th e  •>«.' 
Ramah N av a jo s'  s i t u a t i o n ;  and  I  w i l l  be  e v e r  so  g ra te fu l -  
to  yo u f o r  b r in g in g  i t — th e  a f o r e s a id  s i t u a t i o n — to  you r ? 
m e n to r 's —S e n a to r  In o u y e—a t t e n t i o n .  To r e i t e r a te ,S .1 7 3 O  •,? 
i s  n o t a me re t i t l e  t r a n s f e r  b i l l i  I f  e n a c te d ,n o t  o n ly  

' t h i s  b i l l  g iv e  a p p ro x im a te ly  fo u r  hundre d  Ramah Nava j os J.;- Y  ? 
( o u t  o f a t o t a l  o f  tw e n ty - th re e  hu ndr ed )s om e fo rm  o f  - l e g a l •«.- 
r i g h t  to  la n d s  t h a t  th e y  ha ve  be en  l i v i n g  on f o r  g e n e ra ti o n s  
( la n d s  a ls o  w it h in  th e  b o u n d a ri e s  o f  th e  Ramah Na va  jo ., '-<.•? 
R e s e rv a ti o n ) , b u t i t  w i l l  a ls o  make th e s e  f o u r  hundre d  p eo p le  

". e l i g i b l e  f o r  B .I .A . s e r v ic e s  which  th e y  now la c k .  T h e re fo re , 
yo u ca n c o n s id e r  y o u r e n d e av o r( s ) f o r  th e s e  p e o p le  a s  b e in g  
on e which  i s  f o r  a good  c a u se . ' J
L a u r ie , p le a s e , do t e l l  me "w ha t d e v e lo p s . I  w i l l  be  u s in g  
ray I l l in o i s > a d d r e s s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  th e  n e x t  f o u r  w ee ks. * ' . :

W is hin g yo u th e  b e s t ,  I  re m ai n

You rs  s in c e r e ly ,

Ja n  C ru ll
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A rg yle  Ave nu e,  
F lo ss m oor,  I l l i n o i s  
60422

9

o r

P .0 .  Box 83 
P in eh il l( R am ah ) ,N.M 
873 21

10 O cto ber 1979

Dea r M ic hae l,

R e a li z in g  th e  b e la te d n e s s  o f  t h i s  e p i s t l e , I  do w an t 
to  a p o lo g iz e  f o r  i t s  t a r d i n e s s .  Ho we ver, my f a m i l i a l  
o b l ig a t io n s —my f a th e r  w i l l  be  comi ng  o u t o f  th e  
h o s p i ta l  s h o r t ly ;  i t  was h i s  m ass iv e  h e a r t  a t t a c k  
wh ich  i n i t i a l l y  d e la yed  my t r i p  to  D.C.  w it h  Mr. B en ni e 
Cohoe—and  my o th e r  o b l ig a t io n s  ha ve  con sum ed m os t “ 
o f my ti m e; c o n se q u e n tl y , I  was  unab le  to  w r i te  my . 1 ; 
D.C . "Th ank You" n o te s  u n t i l  t h i s  week.  ,

In deed , I m os t c e r t a in l y  a p p r e c ia te d  your m eeti n g  w it h '-  
Ben ni e and.m e to  d is c u s s  th e  Ramah N av a jo s ' s i t u a t i o n  ; 
- -S e n a te  B i l l  173O« A d d i t io n a l ly , !  w i l l  be  ev e r so  ..
g r a te f u l  to  yo u f o r  b r in g in g  th e  a f o r e s a id  to  y o u r ' ' 
m e n to r 's - -S e n a to r  C o h e n - -a tt e n t io n .

M ic hae l,  I  wo uld  l i k e  to  p o in t  o u t an  e r r o r  to  y o u ; . .
t h i s  e r r o r  i s  fo un d on pa ge  2 o f  th e  fo u r  pa ge  s t a t e ­
me nt I ga ve  you . In  nu mb er  11 , th e re  sh ou ld  be  a p e r io d  
( in s te a d  o f a c o lo n ) a f t e r  r e s o u r c e s ; and yo u ca n c r o s s -  
o u t th e  s ta te m e n t t h a t  f o l lo w s : " P r e s e n t ly , th e  tw en ty -o ne  
s e c t i o n s . . . . "  When I  me t w it h  y o u ,I  w a s n 't  aw are o f  t h i s  
e r r o r :  The s ta te m e n t was ty ped  d u r in g  th e  tim e I  was 
s a i l i n g .  \.,.

M ic hae l,do  ke ep  me in fo rm ed  o f  "w ha t d ev e lo p s"  in  your-  
c o n ta c ts  w it h  th e  S en a te  S e le c t  C om m it te e' s p e r s o n n e l.
I  w i l l  be  u s in g  my I l l i n o i s  a d d re ss  f o r  a t  l e a s t  th e  
n e x t f o u r - f iv e  w eeks- -D uri ng  t h i s  p e r io d , I  w i l l  be in  
N.Y. C.  fo r  ab o u t a wee k.

Loo ki ng  fo rw ar d to  h e a r in g  fro m yo u, I  re m ai n 

You rs s in c e r e ly .

Jan  C ru ll  ...
A s s is ta n t to  th e  Ramah N av aj o C h ap te r P re s id e n t  -



645  A rg yle  Av enue , 
F lo ss m oor,  I l l i n o i s ,  
60422

o r

P .0 .  Box 03 ,
P in e h il l( R a m a h ) ,N .M ., 
873 21

8 O cto ber 1979

D ea r S e n a to r D eC onci ni,

P le a s e ,d o  fo rg iv e  me fo r- th e  b r e v i t y  o f  t h i s  e p i s t l e .  I  
ha ve  bee n k e p t e x c e e d in g ly  b u sy i My f a m i l i a l  o b l ig a t io n s  
—my f a th e r  w i l l  be  co ming o u t o f  th e  h o s p i t a l  s h o r t ly  5 . 
i t  was h is  m ass iv e h e a r t  a t t a c k  t h a t  d e la y ed  ray t r i p  to * .' , 
D .C .— and my o b l ig a t io n s  to  o th e r  p r o je c t s  ha ve -c on su m ed  '*•. 
m os t o f  my ti m e; c o n s e q u e n tl y , I  was u n ab le  to  w r i te  m y D.C .;,  
"T hank  You" n o te s  u n t i l  now.

In d e e d ,I  mos t " c e r t a in ly  a p p r e c ia te d  you r i n t e r e s t  in  th e  
Ramah Ma vaj os*  s i t u a t i o n ;  and I  am m os t g r a t e f u l  to  yo u 
f o r  your e f f o r t s  on t h e i r  b e h a l f .  F u rt h e rm o re , Mr.  B ennie  
Co ho e,  Ramah N av aj o C h ap te r P r e s id e n t ,  and I  were m os t 
ha pp y to  se e  yo u an d yo u r a id ,M r. Jo hn  M ulk ey ,i n  D.C.  To ■ - 
r e i t e r a t e , th e  Ramah N av aj o B i l l  i s  n o t a me re t i t l e  t r a n s f e r  
b i l l ,  I f  e n a c te d ,n o t o n ly  w i l l  t h i s  b i l l  g iv e  a p p ro x im a te ly  
fo u r  hu nd re d Ramah M a v a jo s(o u t o f  a t o t a l  o f  tw e n ty - th re e  
hundre d) some fo rm  o f  l e g a l  r i g h t  to  la n d s  t h a t  th ey  hav e , 
bee n l iv in g  on f o r  g e n e r a t io n s ( la n d s  w it h in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  
o f  th e  Ramah N av aj o R e s e r v a t io n ) , b u t i t  w i l l  a l s o  make th e s e  
fo u r  hu nd re d p eo p le  e l i g i b l e  f o r  B .I .A . s e r v ic e s  w hi ch  th e v  
c u r r e n t ly  la c k . T h e re fo re ,y o u  ca n c o n s id e r  you r e n d e a v o r(s )  
f o r  th e se  p eo p le  a s  b e in g  on e whi ch  i s  f o r  a good  c a u se .

S e n a to r  D eC onci n i, t h ro u g h  Mr.  M ul ke y, do  kee p me in fo rm ed  o f  
"w ha t d e v e lo p s ."  I  w i l l  be  u s in g  my I l l i n o i s  a d d re ss  f o r  a t  

, ' l e a s t  th e  n e x t fo u r  w ee ks.  . %• t .
I  lo o k  fo rw ar d to  h e a r in g  fro m you . W ishi ng  yo u th e  b e s t ,"

, I  re m ai n ’ •v ’- z ' ‘ .̂1 ?

•’ - Ja n  C ru ll
•' A s s i s t a n t  to  th e  Ramah N av aj o C hap te r P re s id e n t  ; -
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A rg yle  Avenu e 
F lo ss m oor,  I l l i n o i s ,  60422

o r

P .0 . Box 83 ,
P i n e h i l l ( Ram ah) , K .L ., 87 32 1 

' 8 O cto ber 1979

D ea r S e n a to r  K e lc h e r,

P le a s e , do fo rg iv e  me f o r  th e  ta r d in e s s  o f  t h i s  e p i s t l e .  I 
’ ha ve be en  k e p t ex ceed in g ly  b usy i My f a m i l i a l  o b l ig a t io n s  
' —my f a th e r  w i l l  be  com ing  o u t o f  th e  h o s p i t a l  s h o r t ly ;  i t

was h is  m as si ve h e a r t  a t t a c k  w hi ch  d e la y ed  my t r i p  to  D.C .
— and my o b l ig a t io n s  to  o th e r  p r o je c t s  ha ve  consu me d mos t 
o f  ray ti m e ; c o n se q u e n tl y ,!  was unab le  to  w r i te  my D.C.
"Thank You"  n o te s  u n t i l  now.

• In d eed , I  ra os t c e r t a in ly  a p p re c ia te d  your s t a f f ' s —Mr.
Kim bl e,  Ms. B o y la n ,e tc .— i n t e r e s t  in  th e  Ramah N av a jo s’ 
s i t u a t i o n .  P le a s e ,t h a n k  them f o r  me. To r e i t e r a t e . S . 1730

‘ i s  n o t a mere t i t l e  t r a n s f e r  b i l l s  I f  e n a c te d ,n o t  on ly  w i l l  
t h i s  b i l l  g iv e  ap p ro x im ate ly  fo u r  hundre d Ramah N a v a jo s(o u t 
o f  a t o t a l  o f  tw e n ty - th re e  hund re d) so m e fo rm  o f  l e g a l  r i g h t

. to  la n d s  t h a t  th ey  ha ve  be en  l i v i n g  on f o r  g e n e ra ti o n s  (l an d s  
w it h in  th e  b o u n d ari e s o f th e  Ramah N av aj o R e s e rv a t io n ) , b u t 

• i t  w i l l  a l s o  make th e se  fo u r  hundre d peo p le  e l i g i b l e  fo r  
B .I .A . s e rv ic e s  which  th ey  c u r r e n t ly  la c k . T h e re fo re , your 
e n d e a v o r(s ) .a n d  your s t a f f ’s endeavors  f o r  tn e s e  p eo p le  
a r e  on es  which  a re  f o r  a good  c a u se .

S e n a to r  K e lc h e r ,t h ro u g h  one  o f  you r s t a f f  me mb ers , p le a se  
do  ke ep  me in fo rm ed  o f  "w ha t d e v e lo p s ."  I  w i l l  be  u s in g  my 
I l l i n o i s  ad d re ss  f o r  a t  l e a s t  th e  n e x t fo u r  w ee ks . A d d it io n -

• sJ-ly * 1 sh o u ld  p o in t  o u t t h a t  th e  Ramah N avajo s d id  re c e iv e  
an  u p - to -d a te  o p in io n  fro m th e  Bur ea u o f  Land  Ma nag ement .

I  lo o k  fo rw ar d to  h e a r in g  from  you . W ishi ng  yo u and yo ur 
s t a f f  th e  b e s t ,  I  re m ai n 

Y ou rs  s in c e r e ly ,

J a n  C ru ll  «
A s s i s ta n t  io  th e  Ramah N av aj o C h ap te r P r e s id e n t
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SqMBy OF RAMAH 
N AVAJO S-B O W W  TO 

OBTAIN 21 SCCTION S
IN  TRUST
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R A M A H  N A V A JO  C H A P T E R  
P. O. Box 308 Ram ah , N ew  M exico  87321

November 16, 1979

Chairman and Committee Members 
Se lec t Committee on Ind ian A ff a ir s  
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Honorable Members:

The Ramah Navajos have lived on these 21 sections of  land  fo r  gen era tion s 
since th e ir  re tu rn  from Ft. Sumner in 1868. The Ramah Navajos have re ­
pea ted ly tr ie d  to acq uire  these sections of  land. However, our e ff o r ts  
have been vain endeavors. Once again , we have been af fo rded  th is  op po rt­
un ity  to  present our need.

We are subm itting  to  you the fo llo w in g reasons fo r  our request to  generate 
your v it a l support:

1. The Ramah Navajo Reserva tion is  a s a te ll it e  re se rv at io n:  I t  is  
ge og raph ica lly  separated from the Navajo Na tion,  and i t  exis ts  
in  an which has numerous and div ers e land in te re sts  in "ch ecker­
board" arrangement.

2. In ad di tio n to being remote ly si tu at ed , the Ramah Navajo Reserva- 
tion^ resource  which create s an in s u ff ic ie n t economic base.

3. Because of  the  d iv e rs it y  of  land in te re sts , land cons ol idat ions  
are prevented; and these are necessary fo r  optium land manage­
ment a c ti v it ie s .

4. The development of  needed roads,  u t i l i t ie s ,  and othe r land re ­
lated a c ti v it ie s  which invo lve  easements and r ig h t  of  ways are 
sev ere ly hampered due to  the d if f ic u lt ie s  in  ob ta in ing con cur­
rences.

5. Because the economic co nd ition s on the  Ramah Navajo Reserva tion 
are the causes of  high unemployment and low income, the  Ramah 
Navajo peop les' dependence upon the lands fo r sustenance is  
gre atly  inc reas ing .

6. The steady growth of  the  Ramah Navajo people is  causing the  
present land base to  decrease to  the ex tent where i t  is  becoming 
economical ly in s u ff ic ie n t to  susta in the community 's governmental 
and domestic op erat ion s.
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7. Farming and liv est ock  opera tions comprise 89% of the Ramah Navajos 
means of  live lih ood. However, th e ir  means have been hindered 
over the past number of  yea rs:  Poor weather and poor range con­
d it io ns have severe ly reduced the range ca pa ci tie s to where the 
su rv ival  of  the aforesaid  opera tions are d i f f ic u l t .

8. Since the Ramah Navajo Reservation lacks wa ter , min era ls and oth er 
na tural resources, a need fo r ad di tio na l lands which can p a r ti a ll y  
o ff se t the economic de pr ivat ion caused by these cu rren t d if ic ie n c ie s , 
has been created.

9. The acq ui si tio n of  these sectio ns of  land would giv e credence to  
and a ff irm  past Congressional attempts  at  recogniz ing  the unique 
needs of  the Native  .American peoole in th e ir  quest fo r economic 
su rv iv a l.

19. The acq ui si tio n would fu rt he r re in fo rc e the in te ntio ns of  P.L.
93-638, the Indian Se lf-D etermina tion and Education Assistance 
Act : The Committee's approval on the Ramah Navajos' b i l l  and 
it s  subsequent enactment would give  credence o f it s  ser ious 
concern to aid the Native  Americans in th e ir  d rive fo r s e lf - 
de termina tion.

11. The acq uis it io n would f u l l f i l  the Federal government's  tr us t
re spons ib il it y  in protec tin g and preserving Native  American lands 
and resources. Presen tly  under P .L .0.-2198,  Ramah Navajos are 
allowed to have th e ir  liv esto ck graze on these 21 section s, 
however, development is  re s tr ic te d  and lim ited .

The preceding gives a comprehensive perspective  of  the Ramah Navajo’ s need 
fo r^ th e twenty  one sec tion s of  land. We have av ai lable repo rts  and documents 
pe rta in ing to  the  question of  the  lands mineral resources status . The survey 
and study repo rt  giv e a strong in dicatio n and stresses th a t the re are no 
s ig n if ic a n t existence  of  any min era ls on the rese rvat ion.  A dd it io na lly , i f  
the s lig h t ex iste nce  of  mineral deposit  is  detec ted , it s  development cos ts 
would not be fe asib le  based on expected productio n.

We are seeking the Committee's f u l l  positi ve cons iderat ion and ac tion fo r 
app roval. We look  forward to your support and fu ll  ass istance in  reso lvinq  
the  Ramah Navajo's s itua tion .

Re spec tfu lly  submit ted,

Bennie Cohoe, President  
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Community
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RAMA H NAVAJO CH AP TE R 
P. O. Box 308 

Ramah, N ew  M exico  87321

RAMAH NAVAJO CHAPTER RESOLUTION

Res olut ion No. RNC-4-78-19

SUBJECT: Ramah Navajo Community's  requ es t fo r  in tr o d u c ti o n  o f a Land B i l l  
L e g is la ti o n  on Land T it le  T ra nsfe r.

WHEREAS:

1. The Ramah Navajo Community Chapte r was o f f i c ia l l y  c e r t if ie d  as 
a rec og nized Chapte r o rg an iz a tion  o f the Navajo Trib e pu rsua nt  
to  T ri ba l Council Re so lu tio n No. C5-20-55 ; and

2. The Ramah Navajo re serv a tion  is  loca ted in  an area  hav ing 
numerous and d iv ers e land in te re s t ;  and,

3. The Ramah Navajo Community members have su st a in  and is  aware 
o f the c r i t i c a l  economic co nd it io ns p re va il in g  on the  Ramah 
Nava jo Res erva tio n;  and,

4. The pre sent  land  base on the Ramah Navajo Re se rvat ion is  lim it e d  
to  pr ov ide sound community growth in  developm ent, plan ning  and 
dome stic opera tion ; and,

5. The Ramah Nava jo Community Chapte r is  in te re s te d  and is  work in g 
or cont inu ous deve 1 opment and pro gre ss towards the be tte rm en t 
o f the to ta l community.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The Ramah Navajo Community Chapter requ es ts each New Mexico 
De lega tio n to  re in tr oduce  the Land L e g is la ti o n  B i l l  fo r  la nd- 
t i t l e  tr a n s fe r to  the Un ited States  Congress to  act upon and 
th a t;

The L a n d - ti tl e - tr a n s fe r  be held in  t ru s t  fo r  the Ramah Land o f the 
Navajo T ribe on the Twen ty-one (21 ) se ct ions o f Pub lic  Land used
by th e  Ramah N av aj os.

C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I hereby c e r t if y  the fo re goin g re so lu ti o n  was du ly  cons idered  by the Ramah 
Navajo Community Chapter a t a du ly  ca lle d  meeting a t Ramah, New Mexico a t 
which a quorum was presen t and th a t the same was approved by a vo te  o f 48 

favour and 0 opposed th is  6th day o f A p r i l , 1978.

Bennie Cohoe, Pre side nt  
Ramah Navajo Community Chapter
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Testimonial  Statement by Perry Coho in 
Support of  Land T it le  Transfer

I am going to ta lk  to you b r ie fl y  about the problems we have in  the 

much ta lke d about 21 sec tion s of  land which the government now owns.

Navajo people li v in g  on these 21 sec tion s have no means of  improvement 

in  housing, farming, livesto ck, roads, et c.  because they do not hold 

t i t l e  to the land .

Today, we are not able to improve any of  our means of  li v in g  because 

un it  5 is  pa rt  o f the 21 sections which is  government land; henc we are 

not  allowed to  farm, dig water we lls , bri ng in  e le c tr ic it y ,  and road im­

provement onto th is  type of  land. We do not know i f  i t  is  worth our time  

and e ff o rt s  to improve on these 21 sections of  land and we can not say i f  

i t  w il l one day belong to us le ga lly . Because we are not permitted to 

improve on government owned lands, we can not make any improvements on the 

problems we encountered, and the land is  not being used to  the fu ll e s t  

ex tent.

I f  we are given righ ts  to use these 21 sec tions we would give  our 

sincere thoughts  and ideas of  how to get  the best and most o f f  the  land.

At presen t our wishes and ideas are not possible fo r a vast  m ajo ri ty  of  

us, because the  land is  no t le ga lly  ours. Land improvements and good 

animal husbandry are grand ideas fo r the 21 sec tions but i t  is  beyond 

our dreams and i t  is  hard to  ca rry them out when the land is  not r ig h t­

fu ll y  ours. I t  is  useless to improve and make good of  something i f  the 

land is not r ig h t fu ll y  yours (you might giv e up every thin g at  the  end). 

Because of  the  present land s itua tion  we are unable to  improve the land - 

no new water sup plie s are set  up which vastly e ffec t our liv esto ck and 

which in  tu rn  puts tremendous st ress  on the people.  Pr es en tly , a ll  we
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can do is  graze our liv esto ck in the area. Since i t  is  aganist the law to 
bu ild  on fede ral land with  in te nt io ns  of  possessing i t  fo re ve r,  we can not 

ca rry out our ideas of  improving our liv e lih oods.
F in a lly , I humbly ask of  you Congress o f f ic ia ls  to give  us your sincere 

cons ide ration in  gran ting us the 21 sec tions of  land. The land th a t we 
have liv ed on and used fo r many years. Please keep in  mind our deepest

concern.

Signed:
Perry Coho, Member 
Ramah Navajo Community
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I n d iv id u a l  T e s t im o n ia l S ta te m en t by Kee S kee t

In  s u p p o r t o f  th e  Lan d T i t l e  T ra n s fe r

• + n a m e  1S  K e e  S k e e t  a n d  1 a m  7 2  y e a r s  o ld .  1 ha ve  l iv e d  
in  th e  Ramah - Los N o r ia s  a re a  a l l  my l i f e .  I am m a rr ie d  and 
have  7 c h i ld r e n .  My w i f e 's  f a m il y  have l iv e d  in  t h i s  a re a a l l

I am g o in g  to  make some s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t th e  la n d  th a t  we 
a re  l i v i n g  on in  Ramah, New M e x ic o . We have  a lw a ys  l iv e d  on 
t h i s  la n d  and we a re  g r a te fu l  t h a t  th e  G ove rn m ent has a ll o w e d  
us to  us e th e  la n d  to  l i v e  o n .

n , n h i T h e  p r °b le m s th a t  we ha ve  w it h  t h is  la n d  is  man y.  We have 
p ro b le m s  w it h  w a te r ,  w a te r f o r  us to  d r in k  and us e and w a te r 
f o r  o u r l i v e s t o c k .  We have  p ro b le m s w it h  h o u s in g . Ou r homes 
a re  in  poor c o n d it io n  and  some o f  us have  been  t r y in g  to  g e t a 
b e t t e r  o r  new ho use b u i l t - f o r  tw e n ty  y e a rs  and m ore . Our p ro ­
blem  is  t h a t  we ca n n o t r e c e iv e  a s s is ta n c e  fr om  pro gra m s to  ge t 
b e t t e r  h o u s in g  and  w a te r .  s

We have  u n d e rs to o d  
as o u r o n ly  way o f  l i f e  
e n t i t l e d  to  th e  la n d  to

th a t  s in c e  we have  
to  p ro v id e  g ra z in g  
become o u rs .

a lw a ys  us ed  th e  la nd  
f o r  1 lv e s to c k  we a re

t h »  J J i  * why J  am now u rg in g  and  p le a d in g  w it h  yo u to  appro ve  
th e  t i t l e  o f  la n d  f o r  u s . We w ant th e  la n d  to  be o u rs  so we can  
re c e iv e  a s s is ta n c e  fr om  pro gra m s f o r  im pro vem ent o f  o u r l i v i n q  
c o n d i t io n .  -I am p le a d in g  w it h  yo u to  a ll o w  th e  la n d  to  be a s s u r ­
ed f o r  o u r c o n ti n u e d  use .

p , m a h
T h l n l a n d  I

J
a m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t is  th e  Los N o r ia s  a re a  here  in  

f i v l S ' n  Our g ra n d p a re n ts  and p a re n ts  o f  g e n e ra t io n s  b e fo re  us 
l o  h 1 5  W e t h e  O f f  s p r i n g  o f  t h e s e  P ^ p le  c o n ti n u e
h p r l  a n /  a n d  d e s i r * t 0  u s e  t h e la n d . Many p e o p le  who l iv e d
hsra n c  d a r ^ n o w  9 ° n e  ha ve  neve r g o t to  r e c e iv e  h e lp  fr om  pro gra m s 
because  o f  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  la n d .  Due to  t h i s  s ta tu s  o f  th e  la n d
s h iS s  ! l l 1 n u r S T f V e d  w h a r d  1 i f e ’ W e h a v e  l i v e d  w i t h  t h e s e  h a rd ­
s h ip s  a !  o u r l i f e  and  now some o f  us a re  g e t t in g  r e a l o ld .  I am
h ln e  ' 2 T h !a r S - °  d  a n d  1 d e s i r e  to  have  a b e t t e r  hom e. T h is  is  our 
hope. ih is  wny  we ask  f o r  th e  la n d .

f e e l in g s " ^  Y ° U  o p p o r t u n i t 3' t o  a l l o w  me to  e xp re ss  th ese

Kee S k e e t,  Member
Ramah N ava jo  Com mun ity
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I n d iv id u a l  T e s t im o n ia l S ta te m e n t by Y ann ie  Ja ke

In  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  Land T i t l e  T ra n s fe r

My name is  Y ann ie  J a k e , I 'm  53 y e a rs  o ld  and ha ve  6 c h i l d ­
r e n .  I am o f  th e  T o d ic h n ii  and T o d ik o z h i N ava jo  C la n s .

I w is h  to  e x te n d  G re e ti n g s  to  a l l  o f  th e  C h a p te r L e a d e rs , 
th e  C ounc ilm an  and to  th e  C o n g re s s io n a l Leaders  to  whom I am 
a d d re s s in g  my s ta te m e n ts .

I ha ve  l iv e d  on t h i s  la n d  1n th e  Los N o r ia s  a re a  and am 
p re s e n t ly  u s in g  th e  la n d  f o r  my c a t t l e .  M y .c h il d re n  a re  a ls o  
g r e a t ly  a f fe c te d  by i t .  My p a re n ts  and t h e i r  p a re n ts  ha ve  u .e d  
and  l iv e d  on t h i s  la n d .  Th ey  ha ve  used  th e  la n d  f o r  g ra z in g  
sh ee p and c a t t l e .  We de pe nd  on th e  la n d  a g re a t  d e a l.

For  th e s e  re a so n s  I p le a d  w it h  you my le a d e rs  and th e  c o n ­
g re s s io n a l le a d e rs  to  app ro ve  th e  t i t l e  t r a n s f e r  o f  th e  la n d  
ba ck  to  us so we ca n c o n t in u e  to  l i v e  on i t .

I ha ve  l i v e d  on i t  w it h  my b r o th e r ,  s is t e r s  and many  o th e r  
r e l a t i v e s .  I am ha ppy  to  l i v e  he re  and to  s h a re  th e  la n d .  I 
am ha pp y t h a t  I am a b le  to  have  l i v e s t o c k  to  p ro v id e  an inco me 
f o r  m y s e lf .  R a is in g  l iv e s t o c k  is  my way  o f  l i f e ,  i t  is  what 
we know how to  do . I t  i s  a good f e e l in g  to  ha ve  a way  o f  l i f e .
I t  is  good beca use i t  p ro v id e s  hope  and  s t r e n g th  f o r  l i v i n g  and  
a good  m en ta l h e a lt h .  I t  is  a ls o  a f u t u r e  f o r  ou r c h i ld r e n .  I 
lo v e  my c h i ld r e n ,  my home and my la n d .  I a ls o  have  lo v e  f o r  my 
com m unity  and my le a d e rs  and f o r  yo u o u r c o n g re s s io n a l le a d e rs .
I l i v e  w it h  a s tro n g  b e l i e f  and  p ra y e r .

I fe e l go od  t h a t  we ha ve  t h is  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  be a b le  to  g e t 
ou r la n d  ba ck  and t h a t  w e 'r e  g iv e n  a ch ance  to  make  th e  e f f o r t s .

I was ta u g h t  by my g ra n d p a re n ts  to  re s p e c t  th e  la n d  and 
w h a t 's  in  th e  u n iv e r s e .  I ha ve  a lw a ys  l iv e d  by t h i s .  The  la n d  
ta k e s  p la c e s  o f  my p a re n ts  and  g ra n d p a re n ts  who a re  no lo n g e r  
l i v i n g  w it h  u s . T h is  is  a n o th e r  re a so n  I fe e l s t r o n g ly  f o r  th e  
la n d  and to  be a b le  to  c o n t in u e  to  us e i t .

I ha ve  c h i ld r e n  and g ra n d c h il d re n  who a re  g ro w in g  up in  t h is  
la n d  and I w ant the m to  ha ve  a b e t t e r  f u t u r e .  I want the m to  be 
a b le  to  have  more o p p o r t u n i t ie s  to  make im p ro vem en ts  on and  w it h  
th e  la n d  and i t s  u se s . I w ant the m to  be a b le  to  e s ta b l is h  a 
b e t t e r  ho us e and home. To be a b le  to  ha ve  b e t t e r  ro a d s  and a 
b e t t e r  s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g  - I want them  to  ha ve  a b e t t e r  ch ance  
o f  a more s u c c e s s fu l l i f e .  I te a c h  my c h i ld r e n  to  be in d e p e n d e n t 
and to  be r e s p o n s ib le  c i t i z e n s .  The la n d  ca n p ro v id e  a mo re se cu re  
ba se  f o r  th e  success  o f  a l l  th e s e  t h in g s .



A lthough many peop le  l i v e  on th is  la n d , we have alwa ys  
sh ar ed  w it h  each o th e r  and have used th e la nd to g e th e r .  We 
w ish to  c o n ti n u e  to  use i t  in  th is  way. We have a tt ended  
many m eetings where  our co mmun ity  makes p la ns to  ad dre ss  ou r 
needs and we alway s lo ok  fo r  o p p o r tu n it ie s  such as th is  to  
ex pre ss ou r concern s. I t  has been a ha rd  l i f e ,  so one te nds  
to  have h ig h hopes fo r  ad d re ss in g  th e  ne ed s.

A ll  o f our c h il d re n  have to  r id e  th e  buses  a lo ng  d is ­
ta nce ev ery day to  ge t to  th e  s c h o o l.  Most o f  th e  r&ads are 
in adequate  and i t  causes  ha rd sh ip s  in  advers e w e a th e rs . Most 
o f  us pa re n ts  have to  r is e  e a r ly  to  ge t our c h il d re n  re ad y 
fo r  s c h o o l.  Many tim es th e  road s become muddy and im passab le . 
These c o n d it io n s  h in d e r th e  a tt endence  o f  ou r c h il d r e n  a t th e 
s c h o o ls . T h e re fo re , we need b e t te r  ro ads .

Many o f  us co mmun ity  people  wo rk w it h  our schoo ls  as bus 
d r iv e rs  and day in  and day  ou t we l i v e  w it h  th ese s it u a t io n s .  
We ne ve r g iv e  up because our wo rk is  fo r  our c h i ld r e n .  We 
wa nt ou r c h il d re n  to  re c e iv e  a good e d u c a ti o n .

A ll  o f us pa re n ts  l i v e  w it h  th ese ha rd  c o n d it io n s .  We 
know i t s  a d i f f i c u l t  s it u a t io n  fo r  you to  unders ta nd  ou r p ro ­
blems bec ause we l i v e  w a y 'o u t he re  bu t I ’ m ask in g  you  to  co n­
s id e r  our prob lems and to  he lp  us.

I am a re s p e c t fu l Na va jo because I was b ro ug h t w it h  th e 
o ld  way and w it h  s tr ong  b e l ie f s .  T h e re fo re , I pra y fo r  yo u, 
ou r le aders  to  he lp  us by g iv in g  us th e  la nd so th a t  our c h il d  
re n and t h e ir  c h il d re n  can c o n ti n u e  to  l i v e  on t h is  la n d .

Thank you fo r  th e  o p p o r tu n it y  to  make th ese sta te m ents  
known to  you. May God b le ss  and be w it h  yo u.

Ramah Nav ajo  Com munity
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Pine Hill Schools
Ph one 505-783-5801 or 5821 C .P .O . Draw er  H

Ramah Navajo School Board,  Inc.
Pin e H il l,  New Mexioo  87321

Division of Education

Ert,<260f Sup#ftn,*nden*
Office of Instructional 
Services Coordinator

Office of Student Services

Office of Supervisor

Office of Special Education

Office of High Scnool and 
Mid-School Principals

Office of Elementary Principal 
Eat. 203
Office of Early Childhood

TO WHCM IT MAY CONCERN: , ' -
The Pine Hill Schools offers a comprehensive bilingual/bicultural 

education program. We have 93 attending our school from the twenty- 

one sections of land owned by Federal Government. The regulations 

governing usage of this land, and the resulting life style, have a 

negative impact on the students’ educational opportunities. The lack 

of roads in good repair eliminates many opportunities for them in our 

activity programs such as: athletics, clubs, and the like. It keeps 

them out of school unnecessarily, and deprives them of equal opportu­

nity to a full community life. .
The lack of electricity does not allow for books, and other 

printed materials, to be useful to the students. If they read by 

lamp light, eyes are affected adversely at an early age.

We have six special education children from this area, which 

makes up forty percent of our total special education students. These 

students need more, and special assistance, yet they receive less than 
they should to overcome the speical problems they face. Their' envi- 

ronment situations takes these extended opportunities away.

The general performance record from students living on this land 

is lower than the rest of the student body. Their participation in 

school activities is less their involvement with the community at 

large is less. Their self image is damaged because their home situ­

ation is not like other students at the school. They receive the 

negative results that is created by the regulation and ownership of

54-999 0 - 8 0 - 1 2
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the land.

Many studies have been done which prove home environment affects 

school performance. In the situation here, the environmental problem 

is being caused by the same organization that is paying for the educa­

tional program. In not allowing land and home development improvement 

to occur, is like giving a book to the student but do not let him open 

it. Neither education nor environment meets purpose.

The community has demonstrated its ability to pursue the self de­

termination road to self sufficiency. The land is available under 

Public Law Order 2109, but the restrictions, that keep it from being 

developed with the rest of the community, should be lifted so that 

everyone in the coranunity can enjoy the opportunity that the Self 

Determination Act ensures for the Ramah Navajo.

Pine Hill Schools



November i 6 ,  19 79

I ,  Chime co  Er ia c h o , Representiv e  of my re sp ec te d Band  of Ramah Navajo  Tr ib e  
as  t h e ir  Com mu nit y Cha pt er  V ic e -P r e s id e n t . I am fu lly  support of the BLM 
T it l e  be  transferred to th e Band  of Ramah Na va jo .

A s THE RECORD PROVES, PORTION OF THE RAMAH NAVAJO F A M IL IE S  BEEN RES ID IN G 
ON THE SAID  21 SECTION OF BLM LAND FOR OVER 100 YEARS.

However, there is  no decent  homes , water sys te m , roads e x is t  in  the m is t  
OF SCATTERED 21 SECTION OF BLM.

I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THE LAND BE TRANSFER RO RAMAH NAVAJO IN D IA N , SO IM ­
PROVEMENTS CAN BE MADE OF ROADS, HOMES, WATER DEVELOPMENTS, BR ING EL EC TR ICAL  
POWER TO THE AREA, AND IMPROVING LIV ESTO CK AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

I AM THAHKFUL FOR MY PEOPLE US ING THE SAID  LAND FOR TH EIR  GR AZING , AND RE­
SID IN G  ON THE BLM LAND IN  THE PA ST.

Your close consid eratio n  on t h is  BLM la nd  is sue  w il l  be  appr ec ia ted .

Chime co  Eria cho  
V ic e -P resid ent 
Ramah  Navajo  Chapter
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RAMAH NAVAJO CHAPTER
P. O. Box 308 

R amah , N ew  M exico 87321

Statement in  Support  o f Tra ns fe r o f 21 se ct ions  to Ramah Band o f the  
Navajo T ribe.

The problems fa cin g the  Ramah Navajo Community and the people li v in g  

on the  21 se ct ions  in  qu es tio n are many. The most c r i t i c a l  are e le c t r ic i t y  
wa ter  and housing.

A. Water Resources - Many fa m ily  un it s  must tr a ve l as fa r  as (7 ) seven 

m ile s one way to  ob ta in  wa ter from  the  ne ares t w e ll . In  the 21 

se ct ions  in  qu es tio n th ere  are on ly  two w in dm ill  w e lls .

B. E le c tr if ic a t io n  - Of the  66 fa m ily  un it s  in  the  21 se ct ions  no t 

one is  served w ith  e le c t r ic a l power.

C. Housing -  The to ta l number o f housing  un it s  in  the  21 se ct ions  

is  66,  housin g 322 peop le.  Of th is  number o f u n it s  61 un it s  
need to  be re plac ed .

As you can see from  the  above the problems and needs o f the  Ramah Navajo 

Community are  g re at.  As to  the 21 se ct ions  in  qu es tio n non o f these problems 

can be solved  un less the  community has c le a r t i t l e  to  the  land . The power 

Company w il l no t run li n e s  w ithou t easements. Water w e lls  can not be d r il le d .  

Houses can not be b u il t  w ithou t t i t l e  to  the land .

In co nc lusion  the  people who are l iv in g  on th is  lan d have been there 
fo r  ge ne ra tio ns  bu t may no t have the  advantages o f e le c t r ic i t y ,  wa ter and 

standa rd housing  because the y can not  ge t t i t l e  o r a lease to  the  lan d on 
which they  li v e .

Joseph W. La ntzy ,

Ramah Navajo Housing D irec to r

*
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PROBLEMS INCURRED ON 21 SECTIONS OF 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT LANDS 

THAT HAVE BEEN WITHHELD FOR 
RAMAH NAVAJO USE

L i s t e d  belo w  a r e  some  o f  th e  p ro b le m s t h a t  now r i s e  on  th e  21 s e c t i o n s  an d 
some  a n t i c i p a t e d  b e n e f i t s  i f  th e s e  la n d s  w er e t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  Ban d o f  
Ramah N av aj o.

A. P ro b le m s s p e c i f i c  to  th e  21 s e c t i o n s  o f  BLM la n d  in  q u e s t i o n .

1 . Th e g e n e r a l  p ro b le m s d e s c r ib e d  above p e r t a i n s  to  th e  21 BLM s e c t i o n s  
i n  q u e s t i o n ,  o n ly  more s e v e r ly .

2 . A lt h o u g h  th e  Ram ah p e o p le  a r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  a f f o r d e d  o n ly  g ra z in g  r i g h t s  
on  th e  21 s e c t i o n s ,  f a m i l i e s  h av e  s e t t l e d  t h e r e  f o r  more th a n  th r e e  
g e n e r a t i o n s .  H ow ev er , due to  th e  l a n d 's  BLM c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  th e s e  
f a m i l i e s  a r e  n o t e l i g i b l e  f o r  home im pro vem ent s e r v i c e s ,  and  ro a d  
im pro vem ents  i n  th e  a r e a  a r e  lo w e s t p r i o r i t y  f o r  th e  BIA Ramah A ge nc y.  
F u r th e r ,  th e  f a m i l i e s  a r e  i n  a n  in s e c u r e  s i t u a t i o n  s in c e  th e  la n d  i s  
n o t C hap te r- ow ned  o r  t r ib a l - o w n e d  and  f a m i l i e s  c o u ld  b e  remov ed  fr om  
th e  la n d  s h o u ld  i t  change  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .

3 . T here  a r e  a b o u t 20 m il e s  o f  unpaved  ro a d s  i n  th e  BLM a r e a ,  m ak in g 
th e  e n t i r e  a r e a  i n a c c e s s i b l e  in  r a in y  an d snow y w e a th e r .

4 .  T here  have  b e e n  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  p ro b le m s i n  th e  p a s t ,  due to  th e  
g o v e rn m e n ta l o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  BLM la n d s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  r e f e r r a l s  to  
s t a t e  an d c o u n ty  p o l i c e  an d su b se q u e n t n o n -p r o s e c u t io n  o f  c a s e s .

5 . At p r e s e n t ,  Ramah R e s e rv a t io n  i s  s e rv e d  o n ly  by  th e  F e d e ra l In d ia n  
Law E n fo rc e fm e n t S e r v ic e s  o f  th e  B ure au  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  w hic h  h as  
b e en  a  te m p o ra ry  an d  s u p p le m e n ta ry  m e a su re . I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t ,  
in  the . f u t u r e ,  th e  Ramah N avajo  Co mm unity  w i l l  have  i t s  own p o l ic e  
d e p a r tm e n t ( c o n t r a c te d  th ro u g h  S e l f - D e te r m in a t io n  l e g i s l a t i o n )
a t  w hic h  ti m e  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  p ro b le m s c o u ld  a g a in  a r i s e  i f  th e  la n d s  
re m a in  u n d e r BLM c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .

6 . Th e BLM c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  21 s e c t i o n s  mak es  ro a d  an d h o u s in g  
im pro vem ents  i n  t h a t  a r e a  im p o s s ib le ,  w hic h  d e e p ly  a f f e c t s  th e  hopes 
o f  th e  r e s i d e n t s  f o r  an y  im pro vem ent i n  s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g  an d w hi ch  
c o n t in u e s  to  ham pe r la w  e n fo rc e m e n t s e r v i c e s  i n  th e  a r e a .

B. A n t ic ip a te d  b e n e f o r i t s  o f  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  th e  21 BLM s e c t i o n s  to  th e
Band  o f  Ramah N av ajo .

1 . T r a n s f e r  o f  th e  BLM la n d s  w ould  open  th e  d o o r to  h o u s in g  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
h o u s in g  im p ro v em en ts , an d ro a d  im pro vem ents  a lo n g  w it h  o th e r  k in d s  
o f  d e v e lo p m en t p r e s e n t l y  u n a v a i l a b l e  to  th e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  th e  a r e a .
T h is  w ou ld  h e lp  to  re m ov e some  o f  th e  so c io -e c o n o m ic  c a u s e s  o f  c ri m e  
and d e li n q u e n c y  in  th e  a r e a ,  im pro ve a c c e s s  to  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t s e r v i c e s ,  
and re d u c e  som e o f  th e  n a g a t iv e  e f f e c t s  o f  i s o l a t i o n .
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2.  Sin ce  th e  BLM la n d s a re  ab out 30 m il e s  from th e  o f f i c e s  o f  th e 
A gen cy 's  law  en fo rc em en t dep art m en t,  t r a n s f e r  o f th e  la n d s  would  
a ll ow  fo r  th e  e s ta b li sh m e n t o f  a p o li c e  s t a t i o n  in  th e  so u th w est  
a re a  o f  th e  r e s e rv a t io n , th us p ro v id in g  g r e a te r  p ro te c t io n  fo r
r e s id e n ts  in  th e  a re a  and  re d u c in g  th e  cr im e r a t e .  *

3. T ra n sfe r o f th e  la n d s  in  q u e s ti o n  wo uld  ensu re  c le a r  ju r i s d i c t i o n  
fo r  lo c a l  law  en fo rc em en t o f f i c e r s ,  s in c e  th e  la nd  would  be  un ­
q u e s ti o n a b ly  In d ia n  la n d .

4 . T ra n sfe r o f  th e  BLM la nds wo uld  in c re a s e  g e n e ra l acce ss  by  th e  
r e s id e n ts  to  a wide  v a r ie ty  o f s e rv ic e s , in c lu d in g  a d u l t  e d u c a ti o n , 
s o c ia l  s e rv ic e s , fa m ily  s e rv ic e s , e t c . ,  as w e ll  as law  en fo rc em en t’ 
s e rv ic e s . T his  wou ld he lp  to  f u r th e r  de vel op th e  s o c ia l  and  ed uc a­
t io n a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  th e a r e a , f u r th e r  a id in g  th e  m ai nt en an ce  o f 
law  and o rd e r .

5. T ra n sfe r o f th e  la nds wo uld  en su re  th e  fu tu re  s t a tu s  o f la nd  fo r 
th e r e s id e n ts  conce rn ed , th u s en din g th e  a n x ie ty  and  in s e c u r i ty  
b ro ught abou t by  th e l a n d 's  p re s e n t s t a tu s .
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STATEMENT OF TESTIMONY
MRS. PAULINE RAPHAELITO 

November 16, 1979

My name is Pauline Raphaelito, and I am a native member of the Ramah 
Navajo Community. I don't have much schooling, and I have to depend a lot 
on the land, because how can I live any other way? I have no choice but to 
live on the land - but the land I live on doesn't belong to me. Many of 
my friends and relatives are in the same situation. Presently I live with 
my family of twelve in a house we made ourselves. The place in which we 
;ive is situated in the southern part of the Ramah Reservation. Sometimes 
we are forced to live anywhere else we can because of the conditions.

My family - and many other families - live on what is called "BLM" 
or "government" land. For some years now, our Tribal government and ONEO 
(Office of Navajo Economic Opportunity) have been assisting Navajo families 
by building or improving their homes. But we who live on the BLM land on 
the Ramah Reservation cannot get those services. As far back as I can re­
member, our people were already living on the land. But they were told 
to use the land only for grazing and not to make any permanent establishment. 
Because of this, the people living in this area find it very hard to live 
their lives. Not only can we not treattho land as our own, but most of us have very poor living conditions. Also, we have had no hope for improvement, 
aid we are never sure how long we will be allowed to live there before some­
body forces us to move - and there is nowhere else to move to in a permanent 
way. We have lived on the BLM land because the rest of the Reservation is 
already chopped up into pieces - allotments to Navajo families, government 
land, private land. It's crowded on the Reservation, because sp many families . 
have to squeeze into these allotments, and our way of life (livestock care) . . 
needs a lot of grazing land.

I have traveled to different houses to ask about concerns the people 
have. In every case the answer is the same: they know the situation is bad 
but have no hope and no say in what happens to them. Because the land is 
not ours - though we live on it - we have no electricity and no running 
water. We have no permanent place to live, no decent roads, and no farming 
fields. I know that most of these needs cannot be met when assistance is 
requested, mainly because the land does not belong to us. Therefore, most 
of the affected families living on BLM land continue to live below decent 
subsistence level. Our children are affected by these conditions. They 
are ashamed of their homes, and how can they learn well and do their studies 
under those conditions?

What I want to request from you - our leaders in Washington - for the 
Ramah Navajo Community, and specifically for the affected families (this is 
what they hope for), is to place this BLM land in the hands of the Ramah 
Navajo people. This would greatly meet the needs of the affected families 
since once this happens, they would not only establish a permanent dwelling 
place and begin self-subsistent living, but have a very good chance of ob­taining needed assistance. We would be very grateful for this change; all 
the Ramah Navajo people would benefit from this decision. I know it is 
hard for you to understand my feelings, because you haven't seen how and 
where we live. If you came to visit us, you would understand what we mean.

We have not forgotten the benefits we have all gained from using the 
BLM land for our livestock. For this, we are very thankful and appreciative; 
and we shall continue to offer our thanks and gratitude for your sensitivity 
to our needs and for your assistance.
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Tt'ohchin i Dineebe Aze eifini 

Pine Hill Hea lth Center 
Drawer K

Pine Hi ll,  New Me xico 87321

S ta te m e n t  in  s u p p o r t  o f  T r a n s f e r  o f  21 s e c t i o n s  t o  Ramah 
Ban d o f  t h e  N a v a jo  T r ib e .

Th e h e a l t h  c a r e  p ro b le m  in  t h e  21  s e c t i o n s  i s  a m a jo r  c o n c e rn  
o f  t h e  P in e  H i l l  H e a l th  C l i n i c  an d  t h e  f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  on  t h e  
q u e s t io n a b le  21  s e c t i o n  o f  la n d .

The  m a jo r  c o n c e rn s  a r e  a s  f o l lo w s :

A. T o i l e t s  -  T h e re  a r e  no  t o i l e t s  in  an y o f  t h e  h o u s in g  u n i t s .  
A l l  f a m i l i e s  must, u s e  o u th o u s e s .  Many o f  w h ic h  a r e  o f  p o o r  
r e p a i r  an d u p k e e p . W hich  a d d s  t o  th e  i n c r e a s e  o f  Com muni­
c a b l e  D is e a s e s  in  t h e  Com m uni ty .

B. B a th in g  F a c i l i t i e s  — No f a m i ly  u n i t s  h a s  b a th tu b  o r  sh ow er 
o r  an y o t h e r  way  o f  c l e a n i n g  th e m s e lv e s  w h ic h  c o n t r i b u t e s  
t o  num er ous s k in  d i s e a s e s  m o st  o f  w h ic h  a r e  com m unic ab le  
an d can  b e  c o m p le te ly  e r a d i c a t e d  w it h  p r o p e r  f a c i l i t i e s .

C.  R unn in g  W ate r -  No f a m ily  u n i t  h a s  r u n n in g  w a te r .  W ate r 
i s  s t o r e d  in  s u r p l u s  m e ta l  am m unit io n  c o n t a i n e r s  o r  o t h e r  
u n s a n i t a r y  c o n t a i n e r s  w h ic h  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  
w a te r  b o rn e  d i s e a s e s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n c e s  o f  t h i s  a r e a .

Th e abo v e  p ro b le m s a r e  a l l  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  w a te r  an d 
a d e q u a te  h o u s in g  f a c i l i t i e s .  Th e f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  in  t h i s  a r e a  w ould  
c e r t a i n l y  b e n e f i t  in  t h e  h e a l t h  and  s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s  to  kno w t h a t  t h i s  
la n d  i s  t h e r e ' s  an d t h a t  h e lp  w ould  b e  f o r th c o m in g  a s  t o  p e rm an en t 
w a te r  an d  h o u s in g  f a c i l i t i e s  i f  t h e  la n d  w ere  t h e i r s .

J o s e p h  G: A m b e s s i, P .A . 
/  P in e  H i l l  H e a l th  C e n te r
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- IN  R C R .V  REFER  T O

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OP INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Ramah N av aj o Agency 

Ramah, New Mex ico 873 21

? 91979

Memorandum

To: Commissioner o£ Indian Affairs
Attention: Prank Keel

From: Super in te nden t

Subje ct : 21 S ec ti o n  to  be  h el d  in  Tru st  fo r  Band o f Ramah Navajo

In re sp on se  to  your  te le ty p e  o f  Octo ber 31 , 19 79 , p le a se  fi nd  answers to  
you r q u esti o n s .

1.  S ta te  rang e management program fo r b est use  o f  21 s e c t io n s .

Th ese  21 s e c t io n s  ar e lo ca te d  w it h in  g ra ti n g  u n it s  #4 and #5 on land  
c l a s s i f i e d  as ra nge la nd on which  th e pr imary  use  i s  th e gr az in g o f 
c a t t l e  and sh ee p . Thi s ar ea  i s  ch aracte r iz ed  by bo th  warm and co o l 
se aso n  g r a sse s  w it h  a s c a tte r in g  o f  pino n and ju nip er  tr e e s . Much 
o f th e are a ha s be en  con ti nu ou sl y  gr az ed  fo r th e la s t  te n ye ar s or 
lo nger  and many o f  th e d e s ir a b le  n a ti v e  p la nt sp e c ie s  have de cr ea se d  
in  number or  be en  re p la ce d  by le s s  d e s ir a b le  sp e c ie s  such  as  ra bbit  
br ush , p in gue,  sa ge  bru sh , and g u tie r r e z ia . Water fo r bo th  human and 
li v e s to c k  cons um pt ion comes from th re e w in dm il ls  th at se rv e an ar ea  
o f  abou t 42  sq . m il e s . Much o f  th e ar ea  is  not fenc ed  and li v e s to c k  
tend  to  co ngre gate  in  ar ea s on which  fo ra ge  is  a v a il a b le . Th is fo ra ge  
i s  pr om pt .y ov er gr aze d .

S p e c if ic  land  management program: Un it 5 and th at  port io n  o f  u n it  4 
th a t con ta in s Bureau o f  Land Management S ecti o n s w i l l  be fenc ed  to  
d iv id e  th e are a in to  fo ur p a st u res . Two past ure s w i l l  each  co nta in  
11 se c t io n s  and two w i l l  co nta in  te n s e c t io n s . A to ta l  o f  13 m il es 
o f fe nce  w i l l  co n st ru cte d  in  FY-80 with la bor  su pplied  by th e Ramah 
Navajo Ch apter  and m a te r ia ls  su pp li ed  by th e Bureau o f In dian  A ffa ir s . 
Th is d iv is io n  w i l l  p la ce  ea ch  o f  th e e x is t in g  w in dm il ls  in  a d if fe r e n t  
pas tu re  w it h  th e fo urt h  hav in g no perm anen t water  so urc e.  Two w e ll s  
w il l  be d r i l le d  ea ch  ye ar  and pr ov ided  w ith a win dm il l and st ora ge  
f a c i l i t i e s  beg in nin g FY-80 s ta r t in g  w ith th e pas tu re  with no permanent 
w ate r.  This  w i l l  co nti nue u n t i l  FY -83 . At which  tim e th er e sh ou ld  be 
s u f f ic ie n t  w at er  fo r  sto ck  w ate r.  Th ese  w in dm il ls  w i l l  a ls o  pr ov id e 
water  fo r human co ns um pt ion.  The fo ur  past u re s w i l l  be gr az ed  usi ng  
a def er re d  gra zin g  sy st em . Each pas tu re  w il l  be gr azed  fo r a pe riod  
o f  fo ur  months each  yea r fo r th re e yea rs  and the n re st ed  th e fo urt h .
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The f a l l  bef ore  a past ure  ia  to  be  r e s te d , th e pas tu re  w i l l  under go 
e x te n s iv e  rang e impr ovement p r a c t ic e s . Ar eas w ith s u f f ic ie n t  e x is t in g 
fo ra ge  w i l l  be p it te d  and se ed ed  to  n a ti v e  g r a s se s , w es te rn  w hea tg ra ss ,
In di an  r ic e g r a s s , san d dro pse ed , and a id eo a ts  grama. Some in tr od uc ed  
sp e c ie s  may a ls o  be p la n te d , creste d  w hea tg ra ss , pu be scen t w hea tg ra ss , *
and in te rm ed ia te  w hea tg ra ss . S in ce  th e yea r, fo ll ow in g  th e p la n ti n g , i s 
a "re st "  yea r , th e p la nte d  g ra sse s w i l l  have  a b e tte r  ch an ce  fo r  e sta b ­
li sh m en t.  Ar eas w ith he av y st an ds o f  brush  w i l l  be plowed  and re se ed ed  
to  n a ti v e  g r a s se s . And a l l  oth er  n ece ss ary  ran ge management p r a c ti ce s 
w il l  be use d . #

2 . D if f ic u l t y  in  ac qu ir in g ea se men t.

Based  on  our in v e s t ig a t io n , th er e i s  no pro blem in  th a t ar ea  in  ac quir in g 
ea se m en ts  fo r  ro ads,  u t i l i t i e s ,  or  fe n c e s . The pr op er ty  would no t in cu r 
ea semen t problem s i f  i t  wer e to  dev el op .

3.  How w i l l  hav in g th ese  la nd s in  Tr us t b e n e f it  th e he rd s o f  th e Band of 
Ramah Na vajo.

Having th e 21 se c ti o n s  in  Tru st  w i l l  a ll ow  ex pen diture  o f Bureau o f 
In di an  A ff a ir s  fun ds fo r much needed  rang e improvements. Improvem ents • 
such  as fe n cin g  w i l l  improve th e q u a li ty  o f  th e li v e s to c k  owned by 
th e Ramah Na vajos  by,  ex cl u d in g  po or  q u a li ty  b u ll s  and rams from he rd s 
gr az ed  in  th es e a rea s , and by c o n tr o ll in g  th e se aso n  o f  bre ed in g and 
he nc e th e se as onin g o f  lam bin g and c a lv in g . The fe nci ng w i l l  a ls o 
co n tr o l th e dura tion  se as on  and in te n s ity  o f  g razin g . Th is and ot he r 
impro vem ent s suc h as  brush  c o n tr o l,  ran ge reseed in g , and p it t in g  improve 
the.  q u a li ty  and q u an ti ty  o f  th e fo ra ge.  With s u f f ic ie n t  fo rage , th e 
co n cep ti on  r a te , th e su rv iv a l r a te , and th e mark et weigh t o f  th e l i v e ­
st ock  w i l l  a ls o  be improve ^.

Through st ock w at er  dev el op m en ts , proper d is tr ib u ti o n  of li v e s to c k  may 
be ob ta in ed . Th is may ev e n tu a ll y  a llow  an in cr ea se  in li v e s to c k  numbers .

4 . D eta il ed  ra ti o n a l fo r any oth er re as on  th e land shou ld  be tr an sf er re d 
and why th e Band sh ou ld  no t have to  pu rcha se at  fa ir  market va lu e.

With re cent l e g i s la t io n  bei ng d is cu sse d  as to  va st  amounts o f  BLM land 
rever te d  to  s ta te  land  ca use s us  to  ag ai n  p e t it io n  th at  th is  la nd, 
ad ja cen t to  th e Ramah Navaj o R es er vati on , be tr an sf er re d  to  th e Band o f 
Ramah Navajo as op posed  to  some la te r  da te  i t  bei ng tr an sf er re d  to  the 
s t a t e .  I t  would be a grea t tr ag ed y to  se e th es e land s re ver te d  to 
p u b li c  lan d when fo r so  many ye ar s th ey  hav e bee n u t i l iz e d  by th e Band 
o f  Ramah Na vajo.

At p resen t,  th er e ar e a number o f  fa m il ie s  re s id in g  on or  in  th e area 
o f  BLM lan d th at co uld  con ceiv ab ly  be re qu ired  to  r e lo ca te  i f  fo r some 
re as on  th is  lan d ca nn ot  be hel d  in  Tr us t fo r  th e Band of Ramah Navaj o.
S p e c i f ic a l ly ,  th er e ar e 66 fa m il ie s  r e s id in g  ih  th is  ar ea . The to ta l 
number o f  pe op le  in  th ese  fa m il ie s  i s  32 2.  A lso a ffe c te d  ar e th e 
r e s id e n ts  w it h in  gra zin g  d i s t r i c t s  4 and 5 who a ls o  would have ves te d
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interest in thia property 
range management program. 
217 people.

being held in Trust as explained in the Thia number total 54 more families and

The presiding presidency which makes up the legal officers of this area does no? have the means for providing the money n e c «“ a ^  
purchase this land at fair market price. If they were able to, I am sure it would have been done before. Unemployment rate is 65Z, again pointing to the economical inability to secure this land by 
purchase.

If you have any questions concerning the above, please feel free to contact 
me at AC5O5 783-5709.

vrtuj— J
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N KEFLY REFER TO

United State s Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS  

WASHINGTON, D.C.  20245
REC EIVED

NOV 1 3  1979

IVAtfAJCjegislation-Code 120 ftAMAKHMOt

NOV 8 1979

Memorandum

To: Albuquerque Area Di rector

From: Acting Deputy Commissioner

Subje ct:  H. R. 5003 and S. 1730 - B il ls  "to de clar e th at  t i t l e  to
cer ta in  lands in  the St at e of  New Mexico ar e he ld in  
tr u s t by th e Uni ted St at es  fo r the Ramah Band of  Navajo 
Tribe ."

Tn orde r to  fu ll y  supp or t the Ramah Band 's des ir e to  ob ta in  the lands in  qu es tio n,  we must have the fol low ing inf orm ation  as qu ick ly as po ss ib le . Hearings on the su bj ec t b i l l s  have been te n ta ti v e ly  se t fo r mid-November 
Ple ase supply  the fol low ing :

1. Sp ec if ic s of the program of  land  management and 
development th at the Band has fo r making optimum 
use  of th e 21 se ct io ns  which are the su bjec t of  
the b i l l s .

2. Sp ec if ic  examples of  d if f ic u lt ie s  enco untered  in 
ob tain ing concurrences  fo r easements and ri gh ts - 
of-way fo r road s and u t i l i t i e s  through these lan ds.

3. Ra tio na le as to  how having these lands in  tr u s t 
w il l benef it  the Band's  he rd s,  sin ce  they  alr eady  
use  the lands fo r graz ing .

4. Detai led ra ti onale  fo r any ot he r rea son s the lands should 
be tr an sf er re d  and why the Band sh ou ld n' t have to  
purchase  the land  a t fa ir  market  va lue .

cc:  / s u p t ,. Ramah-Navajo Agency 
Code 202 - Gordon

t ifsj Sidney L. Mill?
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P ETER  M flC f-O N A LO
CW AtUV AN

T II E  XAV AJTO X A T1O X
W IN D O W  R O C K , A R IZ O N A  8 6 5 ,5

OCT 1 1 1SZ9

Dear Congressman Udall:

Hou se  B i l l ,  H.R . 500 3,  an d S en a te  B i l l ,  S.  17 30 , 
hav e bee n  r e in t r o d u c e d  t h i s  y e a r  r e q u e s t in g  t h a t  
t i t l e  to  c e r t a i n  la n d  in  th e  S ta te  o f  New M ex ico 
be h e ld  in  t r u s t  f o r  th e  Ramah Band  o f  th e  N av aj o 
T r ib e . The se  tw en ty -o n e  s e c t io n s ,  ha ve  n u r tu re d  
th e  l i v e s  o f  th e  Ramah N av aj o p eo p le  fo r  more 
th a n  100 y e a r s . T h is  la n d  h as c ra d le d  t h e i r  ho mes , 
fe d  t h e i r  l i v e s to c k ,  an d i s  th e  doma in o f th e  
e ld e r s  an d c h i ld r e n .

As Ch ai rm an  o f  th e  N av aj o N a ti o n , I w h o le h e a r te d ly  
s u p p o r t an d en d o rs e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  which  w i l l  
t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  to  th e  Ramah Band o f  th e  N av aj o 
T r ib e , I se ek  y o u r p e rso n a l in t e r e s t  and su pp or t-  
in  l e g i s l a t i n g  t h i s  j u s t  an d r i g h t f u l  a c t io n .

Yo ur  su p p o r t an d i n t e r e s t  in  our many co n ce rn s  i s  
a p p r e c ia te d ,  now an d in  th e  f u tu r e .

Ver y I r e ly  y o u rs ,

P e te r  yklcDor,a 1 d ,/ c h a ir m a n  
N av aj o T r ib a l C oun ci l

Th e H onora b le  M o rr is  U d a ll  
C ha irm an , Com m itt ee  on I n t e r i o r  

an d I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s  
U .S , Ho use o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  
Room 23 5,  Cannon Hou se  O ff ic e  B u il d in g  
W ash in g to n , D.C,  20515

*



T H E  N A V A JO  N A T IO N
W IN D O W  R O C K , A R IZ O N A  8 0 5 1 0

OCT 1 11979

Dear Senator Melcher:
Ho use B i l l ,  H. R.  5 0 0 3 , an d S e n a te  B i l l ,  S. 1 7 3 0 , 
h av e  b e e n  r e in tr o d u c e d  t h i s  y e a r  r e q u e s t in g  t h a t  
t i t l e  t o  c e r t a i n  la n d  i n  th e  S ta te  o f  Mew M ex ico  
b e  h e l d  i n  t r u s t  f o r  th e  Ramah Ban d o f th e  N av aj o 
T r ib e . T he se  tw e n ty -o n e  s e c t i o n s ,  ha ve  n u r tu r e d  
th e  l i v e s  o f  th e  Ramah N av aj o p e o p le  f o r  mo re 
th a n  100  y e a r s . T h is  la n d  h a s c ra d le d  t h e i r  hom es 
fe d  t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k ,  an d i s  th e  do ma in o f th e  
e l d e r s  an d c h i l d r e n .

As C ha ir m an  o f  th e  N av aj o  N a ti o n , I  w h o le h e a r te d ly  
s u p p o r t an d e n d o rs e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w hi ch  w i l l  
t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  t o  th e  Ramah Band o f  th e  N av aj o 
T r ib e . I se e k  y o u r p e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t  an d s u p p o rt  
in  l e g i s l a t i n g  t h i s  j u s t  an d r i g h t f u l  a c t io n .

Yo ur  s u p p o r t an d i n t e r e s t  in  o u r na ny  c o n c e rn s i s  
a p p r e c i a t e d ,  now an d in  th e  f u t u r e .

Ver y t r u l y  y o u r s ,

---------J>
PetcV xW icD onn  I d , Cl/a irm an  
N ava’o T r ib a l Cou nc il

Th e H o n o ra b le  Jo hn  M elc h er /
C hai rm an , S e le c t  Com m itt ee  /

on I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  Z
United States Senate
Room 440, Russell Sennle Office Building Washington, D.C. 20515
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United States Department of  the Interior
B U R E A U  OP L A N D  M A N A G E M E N T

NEW  M EXIC O  STA TE O FF IC E  
F.O.  BOX 14 49

B A NTA  FE . NEW  M E X IC O  BTBOI

1750 (910)

ft> c *

October 4,  1979 Z t

Mr. Ralph Palsano, Superintendent 
Ramah Navajo Agency 
Ramah, NM 87321 

Dear Mr. Palsano:

We have reviewed the  Ramah Chapter request fo r our support of th e ir  
proposed le g is la tion  to acquire  t i t l e  to  PLO 2198 lands.

The Bureau of Land Management 1n New Mexico would not ra ise any ob­
je ctio ns to th is  le g is la tion . A ll  of  the lands Involved have been 
used by the Ramah Band and are adm inis tere d by the Bureau of Ind ian 
A ff a ir s  under PLO 2198. The lands are not located adjacent to other 
pu blic lands under Bureau of  Land Management ju ri sd ic ti o n  and manage- 
ment, and no s ig n if ic an t resources have been id en ti fi ed  th at  would 
re qu ire  us to maintain  them 1n pu blic ownership. Although some coal 
has been id e n ti fi e d , 1t 1s o f such small qu an tity and covered with 
th ic k sha le parting s th at we have determined th at,  under present con­
d it io n s , i t  would not be economical to mine. Since no oth er minerals 
have been id e n ti fi e d , we have no plans fo r these lands which would 
a ff e c t sur fac e or sub -surfac e use or ownership.

Thank you fo r the opportunity to comment on th is  proposal.

cc:
Albuquerque Area D irecto r,  BIA 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
D is tr ic t Manager, NM-2

*



189

96th  CONGRESS 0  <fl » 7 Q / \  
1st Session J O v

To declare that title te certain lands in the  Sta te of N ew  Mexico are held in trust 
by the United Sta tes  for the Ramah Band of the Navajo  Tribe.

IN  TH E SE NA TE  OF  TH E UN ITED  STAT ES
Sep te mbb b 10  (l egis lative day, J un e 21) , 197 9 

Mr. D om enici introduced the follow ing bill; which was  read twice and referred te  
the Se lec t Committee on Indian Affairs

A BILL
To declare that title to cer tain  lands in the State  of New Mexico 

are  held in tru st by the  Uni ted Sta tes  for the Ram ah Band 
of the Navajo Tribe.

1 Be  it enacted by  the Senate and  House of Representa-

2 tines of  the "United S tat es of Am eric a in Congress assembled,

3 Th at  on and after the date  of the enactment  of this Act, title

4 to the following described lands shall be held by the United

5 State s in tru st for the Ram ah Ban d of the Navajo Tribe:

6 Township 7 nor th, ran ge 15 wes t, New  Mexico

7 principal  meridian: sections 7, 19, and 31.
RE C E I V E D 

BUREAU OF INDIA N AFFAIRS 
ALB UOUEROUEAREA OFFICE. 

S E P 2 1  1379
RF^ ni lRCF  nF V A PROTFCTif-M

5 4 -9 9 9  0 - 8 0 - 1 3
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2

1 Township 7 north, range 16 west,  Ne w Mexico

2 principal meridian: sect ions  1, 3,  5, 7,  0,  11,  13, 15,

3 17,  19,  21 , 23 , 25 , 27 , 29 , 31 , 33 , and 35.

c
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United States Departmen t of the Interior
BURE AU OK INDIAN AFFAIRS 

AL BU QU EU QU K AltE A U » I C K  
P.O.  BOX H327

ALB UQ UE KQUE , NEW MEXICO M I  OH

Tr ibal Operation s

SEP 17 '9 73

Memorandum

To: Coiin tissioner of  Ind ian A ff ai rs
Attn : Congr ess ion al and Leg is la tive  A ff ai rs  - Code 120

Fran: Area Director

Su bjec t: H. R. 5003

Please  find  enclo sed comments sub mit ted  by the Su perin ten dent,Ramah Navajo Agency, in  response to  your memorandum d ate d 8/2 7/7 9, re qu es tin g our  views  and conancnts on the H. It. 5003, a b i l l  to  de cl ar e th a t t i t l e  to  cert a in  lands in  the Sta te  of  New Mexico are he ld in  t ru s t by th e United Sta te s fo r th e Ramah Band of  the Navajo 
Tr ibe.

The Albuqucique Area Of fic e al so  wh olehea rtedly  end orses th is  measure. '

•\rl ien  Area II

Enc losu re

Sav e En erg y and  Yoi : Serve An.er:ra!
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U NI T E D S T A T E S

D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E Hi v.  

B U R E A U O F I N DI A N A F F AI R S  

R A M A H N A V A J O  

R A M A H. N E W M E XI C O 8 7 3 2 »

S E P 1 0 1 9 7 9

*

M e m or a n d u m

T o:  Ar e a  D ir e c t o r,  Al b q q u er q u e Ar e a O ff i c e

A tt e n ti o n :  T ri b a l O p e r ati o n s

Fr o m:  S u p eri nt e n d e n t

S u bj e ct:   H. R.  5 0 0 3

I n r e s p o n s e t o  y o ur m e m or a n d u m d at e d 8 / 3 1/ 7 9 r e g ar d i n g  t h e s u bj e c t b i l l ,  
t h e  f o ll o wi n g c o m me nt s ar e s u b mit t e d : ’

We ar e e x tr e m e l y d e li g ht e d  t o  s e e t h e i n tr o d u c ti o n o f t h i s  B ill I n t o  t h e  

H o u s e s ° w 1t h °f a v or r e S e n t a t 1 V e S   h o p * f u l 1 y  " i n   f l a 1 n  P « « « 9 « 1 n  b ot h

C o n s i st e n t e f f o r t s  b y t h e R a ma h N a v aj o  C o m m u nit y a n d t h e R a ma h N a v aj o  

t h « t C w n ? V S b f e n  f o r  t t b   t h r e e y e a r s t o  e n a c t l e g i s l a ti o n
c e r t a 1 n   l a n d s  1 n N e w M e xi c o t o  t h e R a ma h B a n d 

o f t h e  N a v a j o T ri b e .  I t  a p p e ar s t h a t o u r e ff o rt s  m a y b e c o m e a r e a l l S  
o r w e a w ai t t h e o ut c o m e w it h  p o siti v e e x p e ct ati o n s .  - V

X  S u p e ri n t e n d e nt

R £ P AI S A N O: b ml: 9/ 1 0/ 7 9  
c c : A g e n c y C hr o n o

P r e si d e n t, R a ma h C h a p t er  
Ar e a Br . o f R e al t y  /
- A g e n c y Br, o f R e a l t y ^
J e rr y  Pi n o , N a v aj o Tr i b al D el e g at e

A
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IN RCRLV RCFCR

United States Department  of the Interior
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS Tr ibal  OperaClona

AL BU QU ER QU E AREA OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 83 37

AL BU QU ER QU E, NEW MEXICO 87 10 8

MIG 3 11979

Memorandum

To: Su perin ten de nt , Ramah Navajo Agency

From: Area Direc to r

Su bject: H.R. 5003

Enclosed  fo r you r review  and cen nents  i s  H.R. 5003 , a b i l l  to  
dec la re  th at  t i t l e  to  ce rta in  lan ds in  the Sta te  o f  New Mexico are  he ld  in  tr u st by th e U. S. fo r th e Ramah Band o f th e Navajo 
Tr ibe.

/

S f p

Save Energy and  You Serv e America!

*
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United States Depar tment  of  the
BUREAU OF INDIAN  AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20245

In t'ri0r. :■
/  2 6

.v null to: 
:latlon August 27, 1979

MEMORANDUM
TO : CODE 200 . I

Area DirectorsAlbuquerque,\Nava jo
FROM: Congressional and Legislative Affairs Staff •

We have been requested by tha Legislative Counsel foe our views on the 
following legislation:

H.R. 5003 - To declare that title to certain lands in the State 
of New Mexico are held in trust by the U. 8. for the Ramah Band 
of the Navajo Tribe.

The memorandum of views is due in Cede 120 by COB: 9/19/79
2 /

The attached copy of the bill is the only one presently svsllable.a 
Additional copies are on order and distribution will be made when 
our supply is received.

/_/ Copies of the bill have been distributed to:

•Previous Legislation:

File Reference:

Similar or companion legislation thia Congress:

Remarks:

«
i •

AUG 31

’6-1916

A



"MSS” H. R. 5003
To declare that  title to eertain lands in the Sta te of Ne w Mexico are held in trust 

by the United State s for the Ramah Band of the Navajo Tribe.

IN  TH E HO US E OF  RE PR ES EN TA TI VES  
J uly  27, 1979

Mr. R un ne ls  (by request) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 
Comm ittee  on Interior and Insular Affairs

jAk B IL L
To declare that  title  to cer tain  lands  in the State  of New Mexico 

are  held in tru st by the  Unit ed Sta tes  for the Ram ah Band 
of the Navajo Tribe .

1 Be it enacted by the Sen ate  and  House of Rcprcscnta-

2 tines of the Uni ted State s of Amer ica in Congress assembled,

3 Th at  on and after the date of the enactment  of this Act, title

4 to the following described lands shall be held by the United

5 State s in tm st  for the Ramah Band of the  Nava jo Tribe:-------------- r  -_ui r !■  ~ r  ~ --------------------- r---------—

6 Township 7 nor th, rang e Hy w est , New  Mexico 

principal meridian: sections 7, 19, and 31.7
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2
1 Township 7 north, range 10 west,  Ne w Mexico

2 principal meridian: sections 1, 3, 5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  15,

3 17,  19, 21 , 23 , 25 , 27 , 29 , 31 , 33 , and 35 .

A



RA MA H NAV AJO  CHAPTER 
P. O. Box 308 

R am ah , N ew  M ex ic o  87321 

August 24, 1979

The Honorable Harrison Schmit t 
United States Senator  
5229 Dirksen O ff ic e Bu ild ing  
Washington, D.C.  20510 

Dear Senator Schm itt:

When Congress reconvenes, Congressman Harold Runnels (0 ) of  New Mexico w il l be 
re -in trod ucing the Ramah Nav ajo ' pie ce of  le g is la ti o n  1n the  House: I f  th is  
pie ce o f le g is la ti o n  is  enacted,  I t  w il l give  the  Ramah Navajos twenty-one 
sections of  Uni ted States  lan d— these sections are alr eady  locate d withi n the  
Southwest corner of th e ir  re se rv at io n. Lik ew ise , Senator Pete  Oomenlcl (R) of  
New Mexico w il l re -in troduce  the afores aid b i l l  In  the  Senate.

H is to r ic a ll y , the Ramah Navajos have liv ed  1n the  v ic in it y  of  the  aforementioned 
section s since the y as sisted  the Zun1 Indian s' defense ag ain st Coronado in 1540. 
S p e c if ic a ll y , the Ramah Navajos have liv ed  on these  twenty-one parce ls of  land 
since th e ir  long tr ek  back from being held in ca p ti v it y  a t Fo rt Sumner 1n 1868.

I t  should be stated  th at th e Ramah Navajos have repe ated ly tr ie d  to acq uire 
the se sections of land . However, th e ir  e ff o rt s  have been vain endeavor.  Once 
ag ain,  they are faced with  an op po rtu nity—a glimmer of  hope—to possibly obtain 
the se lan ds , but YOUR—a ll  Gentlepersons of Congress—a ff ir m ati ve  support is  
NEEDED.

Because the need to  acqu ire  the twenty-one sec tion s of  Federal land with in  the 
ex te rio r boundaries of the Ramah Navajo Reservation 1n T17 , R16W, N.W.P.M. is  
o f v it a l importance to  the Ramah Navajo people, we are sub mittin g to  you the 
fo llo win g reasons to not on ly il lu s tra te  the  sin gu la ri ty  of  the  Ramah Navajos* 
re qu es t,  but to  also  generate your support fo r the  preceding request:

1.  The Ramah Navajo Reservation Is  a s a te ll it e  re se rv at ion:  I t  is  
ge og raph ical ly separated from the Navajo Na tio n,  and i t  ex is ts
in an are a which has numerous and diverse land in te re sts —“checker­
board" arrangement.

2.  In  ad di tion  to being rem ote ly situat ed , the Ramah Navajo reserva­
tio n  lac ks many of  th e necessary resources which other fo rtun at e 
communities are blessed with.

3.  Because of the d iv e rs it y  of  land in te re sts , land consolidations 
ar e prevented; and these ar e necessary fo r optium land manage­
ment A c ti v it ie s  which re qu ire larg e continuous area .



Honorable Harris on Schmitt 
August 24 , 1979 
Page 2

4. The development o f needed roads, u t i l i t ie s ,  and oth er land re ­
la te d a c tiv it ie s  which Involve  easements and ri gh t of ways are  
se vere ly hampered due to  the d i f f ic u lt ie s  1n obtaining concur­
rences.

5. Because the economic cond itio ns  on the Ramah Navajo Reservation 
ar e the causes fo r  high  unemployment and low Income, the  Ramah 
Navajo peoples' dependence upon the lands fo r sustenance Is  
g re atly  Increa sin g.

6.  The steady growth of th e Ramah Navajo people Is causing the  
present land base to  decrease to  the ex tent  where I t  Is  becoming 
eco nom ically In su ff ic ie n t to  susta in the community's govern­
mental and domestic operation s.

7. Farming and lives to ck  opera tions comprise 802 of  the  Ramah 
Nav ajos' menas of livelihood . However, th e ir  means have been 
hindered over the pas t number of years:  Poor weather and poor 
range cond itio ns  have severely reduced the range ca pa ci tie s to 
where the su rv ival  o f the afores aid opera tions are d i f f ic u l t .

8.  Since the Ramah Navajo Reservation lacks water, minerals and 
ot he r na tura l resources, a need fo r ad di tio na l lands which 
can p a rt ia ll y  o ff se t th e economic de pr ivat ion caused by these 
cu rren t defic ie ncie s, has been crea ted.

9.  The ac quis it io n of these sec tions of land would giv e credence 
to  and a ff ir m  past Congressional attempts a t reco gnizing the  
unique needs of  the Na tiv e American people in th e ir  quest fo r 
economic su rv iv al.

10.  The ac quis it io n would fu rt her re in fo rc e the  in tent ions  of  a 
preceding Congressional enactment— P.L. 93-638, The Ind ian  
Sel f-Deter minat ion and Education Assistance Act: Your aff irm a­
tiv e  vo te on the Ramah Navajos' b i l l  and it s  subsequent en­
actment would give  credence of your serious concern to aid
the Na tiv e Americans in  securing important steps in th eir  
dri ve  fo r se lf- det erm in atio n.

11.  The ac quis it io n would f u l f i l l  th e Federal government's tr u s t 
re sp ons ib il it y  in pr otec tin g and preserv ing Native American 
lands and resources: D — the-twen ty*=on e-se et^s=a fre

-al jao ady^he iW piy fd-in  tr u s t for tlm Raroajv-N»vf

The preceding gives you a comprehensive perspective of  the Ramah Navajos' need 
fo r the twe nty-one sec tions of  land , and i t  defin es the sin gula ri ty  of th e ir  
requ es t. We re a li z e  at th is  po int th at some of you may s t i l l  be he si tant  to 
give  your support to  th is  b i l l  because cert a in  Ind ian tr ib es and Pueblos have
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T h er ef or e,  w e s h o ul d p o i n t o ut t h a t t h e  R a ma h N a v aj o s h a v e n ot b e e n a p a rt y t o  
t h i s  s it u a ti o n .  F u rt h er m or e , w e w o ul d li k e  y o ur I n d ul g e n c e t o p er mit u s t o  
f u r n i s h y o u w it h a n a b st r a ct  o f t h e B ur e a u o f I n d i a n  A ff a ir s ’ Mi n er a l I n v e n t o r y  
S ur v e y o f t h e R a ma h N a v aj o R e s e r v a ti o n:

I n  c o o p er a ti o n s w it h  t h e  B ur e a u o f Mi n e s a n d t h e  G e o l o gi c al S ur v e y, 
t h e B ur e a u o f I n di a n  A ff a ir s  1 s i n v ol v e d t n m a ki n g mi n er al i n v e n t or y  
s ur v e y s o n I n di a n  r e s e r v at i o n s.   T h i s a c ti v it y  c o m m e nc e d i n 1 9 7 6, a n d  
i t  i s  s t i l l  c o nti n u i n g  u n ti l f o ur  p h a s e s ar e c o m pl e t e d:  T h e " S ur v e y " 
w il l b e c o m p o s e d o f f o ur  p h a s e s:

P h a s e I  o f t h i s  " S ur v e y " w a s c o n d u ct e d o n t h e R a ma h N a v aj o R e­
s e r v at i o n i n  N o v e m b er o f 1 9 7 6, a n d j t  w a s c o m pl et e d t h e s a m e m o nt h.
T hi s p h a s e c o n si st e d m a i nl y o f I n v e st i g at i o n s  I n t o  p a st g e ol o gi c al  
st u di e s  o f t h e ar e a :  T h e s e w er e st u di e d t o  d et er m i n e w h et h er or n ot  
a n y pr e vi o u s p o s s i b il it i e s  o f t h e e x i st e n c e  o f v a ri o u s mi n er al r e s o ur c e s  
w er e a s c e rt ai n e d o n t h e R a ma h N a v aj o r e s e r v at i o n.  A d d iti o n al l y ,
" S ur v e y " p er s o n n el m a d e o n s it e  v i s it s  t o  i d e n ti f y  a n d a s s e s s t h e  
r e s e r v at i o n a n d m a k e r e c o m m e n d ati o n s f o r f u rt h e r st u di e s t o b e i n ­
c o r p o r at e d i n  t h e n e xt p h a s e of  t h e " S ur v e y ".

T h e r e s u lt s  o f t h i s  st u d y w er e c o m pil e d i n t o  a r e p o rt , a n d i t -  
t h e - r e p o rt — w a s t o  t h e R a ma h B .I . A . a g e n c y.  Fr o m t h i s  r e p o rt , t h e  
B .I . A . w a s gi v e n a str o n g  i n di c a ti o n w hi c h str e s s e d t h at  t h er e w a s  
n o s i g n if i c a n t e x i s t e n c e o f a n y mi n e r al s o n t h e r e s e r v at i o n.  H o w­
e v er , t h e r e p o rt  di d  s t a t e  t h a t t h er e w a s a p o s s i b il it y  of  s o m e e x i s ­
t e n c e o n p ri v a t e  l a n d s a d j a c e n t t o  or w it h i n  t h e r e s e r v at i o n:   T h e 
R a m a h N a v a j o r e s e r v at i o n i s  a c h e c k er b o ar d arr a n g e m e nt.

I n M a y o f 1 9 7 9, P h a s e I I  o f t h e " S ur v e y " w a s c o n d u ct e d o n t h e 
r e s e r v a ti o n , a n d i t  w a s c o m pl et e d i n t h e f o ll o wi n g m o nt h.  T h e a c ti­
v it i e s  o f t h i s  p h a s e c e n t er e d o n c o n fir m i n g  P h a s e I  o n s it e  fi n di n g s  
a n d d e t er mi ni n g t h e n e c e s s it y  f o r f u rt h e r r e c o m m e n d ati o n s f o r P h a s e  
I I  o f t h e " S ur v e y " .

E v e n t h o u g h t h e fi n a l r e p o rt  o f P h a s e I I I  n ot b e e n p u bli s h e d  
y e t,  i t  c a n b e s ai d t h a t t h e R a ma h N a v aj o s c a n n ot e x p e ct a n y m e a ni n g­
f u l e c o n o mi c g a i n fr o m m i n er al s.   M or e o v er, i t  s h o ul d b e str e s s e d t h at  
t h e R a ma h N a v aj o s' mi n e r al  o w n er s hi p ( i f  t h er e a n y a n y mi n er al s)  fr o m 
p a st l a n d a c q ui s iti o n s w o ul d o n l y gi v e  t h e m 3 0 %-- 3 0 % o f n ot hi n g b a s e d  
o n t h e af or e m e nti o n e d  p h a s e s.  A d d it i o n all y, i f  t h e s li g h t e xi st e n c e  
t h a t w a s f o u n d o n t h e p ri v a t e  l a n d s of  t h e  r e s e r v at i o n s h o ul d al s o b e 
f o u n d o n R a m a h N a v aj o l a n d s i n l a t e r  st u d i e s, it s  d e v el o p m e nt c o st s  
w o ul d n ot b e f e a s i b l e , a n d t h i s  i s  b a s e d o n e x p e ct e d pr o d u cti o n.  C o u­
pl e d  wi t h t h e pr e c e di n g i s  t h e f a c t t h at  a l a c k  o f l o c a ll y  tr ai n e d  
m a n p o w er w o ul d o ff s e t a n y pl a n  f o r mi ni m u m o p er ati o n a l c o st s .

A s y o u c a n s e e , t h e " m i n e r al " ar g u m e nt c a n n ot b e a p pli e d  t o t h e R a ma h N a v aj o  
sit u a ti o n :  T h e R a ma h N a v aj o s' f u t u r e  pl a n s f o r l a n d u s e a n d l a n d d e v el o p-  
m e nt — t h i s  i n c l u d e s t h e t w e nt y - o n e s e c ti o n s i n  q u e s ti o n — w o ul d h a v e t o b e  
i n  d e v el o p m e n t s ot h e r t h a n mi n e r al  d e v el o p m e nt s.
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Hopefully, the preceding rationale was sufficient to enlist your affirma­
tive support for the Ramah Navajos* place of legislation. Should you re­
quire additional Information, do not hesitate to ask.

We look forward to seeing you resolve the Ramah Navajos* situation We 
wish you and the great Institution— The United States Congress— the best 
1n the present and 1n the future.

t

Res pec tful ly  submit ted,

Bennie Cohoe, President 
Ramah Navajo Community Chapter

*
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RA MAH  NAVAJO CH AP TE R 
P. O.  Box 308 

H amah, Nbw  Mexico 87321

August 13 , 1978

The Honorable  Harold Mrnnels 
Congressman -  20 th  D ls t r ie t , Now Msxioo 
1535 Longworth Bui ld in g
Wash ington, D.C.  20510

Dear Mr. Ainnelss
Enclosed, please f in d  a  p h e to -e e p y  o f  a y  "Thank You" l e t t e r  t o  you r legislative coordinator, Mr. Z a n y  M or ga n.  Th e Ramah N avajo s a r e ,  in d e e d , grateful to him for h i s  i n t e r e s t ,  a s s i d u i t y ,  an d p ren p t co n d u c t in  b r in g in g  their situation t o  y o u r  a t t e n t io n .

In rry August 2nd letter to you, I mentioned that I would prepare and send you an "argumentative" letter which would provide the mentors of the Com­mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs and the mentors of the House with a "comprehensive perspective of this most singular situation." Rather than sending the aforesaid letter to you, it ha3 been suggested by Mr. Ralph E. Paisano, the local B.I.A. Superintendent, that I see you personally i n  Washington, D.C. to not only give you the aforementioned letter, but also to furnish you with a first-hand account of these unique people - the Ramah Navajos.

I am well aware of the fact that you are a very busy non; and I am cognizant of the pressing matters which confront you. But this bill is of vital importance to the two thousand individuals that comprise this satellite reservations The passage of this bill will secure a most important step in the Ramah Navajos’ quest for self-determination. Realizing that you arc besieged by requests for personal appointments, I have enclosed a brief biographical sketch with seme background on the type of individual that wishes to see you. I am not the typo of Anglo who has come out to aid the Native Americans "a la" Marlon Brando or Jane Fonda.
As I explained in my letter to Mr. Morgan, I, too, will be vacationing during the last two weeks in August. I will be sailing off of the coast of the Canadian Maritime Provinces. Thereafter, I will be in Chicago,New York (City) and Washington, D.C. on Chapter business. Moreover, I will not return to the Ramah Navajo Reservation until the end of October.As a consequence, I will give you an address which will enable you to contact me as quickly as possible for the scheduling of an appointments Jiln Crull, 645 Argyle Avenue, Flossmoor, Illinois 60422.
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Mr. Runnels, I have one further request: When you xe-introduee the Ramah 
Navajos piece of legislation and the House has its hearing on this bill 
I would very nuch appreciate it if you would notify my mentor, Mr. Bennie 
Cohoe, Ramah Navajo Chapter President. If need he, you may call him collect. 505-783-5801, Extension 238. I would very such lite to eei SJ ne n t o r ^ n T  
his father, Mr. Chavez P. Coho, the man whose vision and insight has made 
the Ramah Navajo Reservation into what it is today and the man responsible 
for creating the first Native American controlled aeteol, present biWa sh - 
ington, D.C. for this great occasion.
In closing, I look forward to hearing from you and seeing you in Washington, 
D.C. Wishing you the best, X remain 
Yours sincerely.

JAn Crull
Assistant to the Chapter President 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Reservation
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RA M AH NAV AJO CH AP TE R 
P. O. Box 308 

R amah , N bw Mex ico 87321

August 8, 1979

The Honorable Harrison Behsdtt 
United States Senator 
52 29  Dirksen Office Building 
W as hi ng to n*  D.C . 20 51 0 

De ar  S en a to r  S c h m it ti

I am writing to enlie't your support for the Ramah Navajo Bill which will bo re-introduced in the House by Congressman Harold Runnels (D) and Senator Pete Domaniei (R) when Congress reconvenes in the Fall, Therefore* you will find certain items that may be useful to brief you on the aforesaid billi Hopefully, the photo-copies of Mr. Bennie Cohoe’s letter*Chairman MacDonald's letter to the late Senator Montoya,United States Department of the Interior-Office of Solicitor's memorandum* Mr. R. O. Buffington's (acting State Director- Bureau of Land Management) letter to the Albuquerque B.I.A.Area Director, S.2072— Mr. Domeniei’s initial introduction of our bill, H.R. 8533— Mr. Runnels' introduction of our bill* and H.R. 8318— Mr. Lujan's re-introduction of our bill on July 14, 1977, will give you an indication of how long the Ramah Navajos have been endeavoring to see their bill passed in Congress.
Because several Indian tribes and Pueblos have imposed additional requirements on the holders of Federal mineral leases on Indian lands in order to gain access to these lands, I realize that the political climate is not conducive for a bill which will bring about the transfer of certain Federal lands to an Indian tribe to be introduced. I Bhould point that the Ramah Navajos have not been a party to this situation. It is for the preceding reason that Congressman Runnels will re-introduea the Ramah Navajos' bill. However, since many members of Congress are not aware of the aforementioned fact, 1 am preparing an "argumentative" letter which will provide the members with a comprehensive perspective of this most singular situation. Because the Ramah Navajo Experience and additional information cannot be fully conveyed in a single letter, I would like to meet with you in September (before the bill is re­introduced) to furnish you with my twelve point "argumentative" statement and a personal account of these unique people— the Ramah Navajos.
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Latter to Honorable Harrison Schmitt 
August 0, 1979 
Page 2
X am well aware of the faot that you are a very busy m»n» 
and I am cognizant of tha pressing matters which confront 
you. But this bill is inportant to the two thousand individuals 
that conprise thia satellite reservations The passage of thia 
bill will secure a most inportant step in the Ramah Navajos* 
guest for self-determination.
1 will be taking a vacation which will commence in the middle of 
next weeki 1 will be sailing for two weeks off of the coasts of 
Nova Scotia. After the aforesaid holiday, X will be in Chicago, 
New York (City) and Washington, D. C. on Chapter business.
Furthermore, X will not return to the Ramah Navajo Reservation 
until the end of October. Consequently, X will provide you 
with an address which will enable you to contact me as quickly 
as possible for the scheduling of an appointmenti JMn Crull,
645 Argyle Avenue, Flossmoor, Illinois 60422. Realising 
that you are besieged by requests for personal appointments,
X have enclosed a brief biographical sketch to give you some 
background on the type of individual that wishes to see you.
In closing, X look forward to hearing from you and Working 
with you to see the Ramah Navajos* situation resolved. Wishing 
you the best. I remain
Sincere!:

J An Crull
Assistant to the Chapter President 
Ramah.Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Reservation

JCt el

Enclosures



96th  CONGRESS TJT O  C A A Q  
1st Session  J Q *  j [ \ . e  O v U O

To declare that  title to  certain lands in the Sta te of Ne w Mexico are held in trust 
by the  U nited Sta tes  for the Ramah Band of the Navajo Tribe.

IN  TH E HO US E OF REPR ESE NTATIV ES 

July  27, 1079
M r. R unnels (by  request) introduced the  fol low ing  bil l; wh ich  was referred  to the  

Comm itte e on In te rior and Insu lar Af fairs

A BILL
To declare that title  to certain lands in the State of New  Mexico  

are held  in trust by the United  States  for the Ramah Band  

of the Nav ajo  Tribe.

1 Be it enacted by  the Senate and House of Beprcscnta-

2 live s of the United Sta tes  of America  in  Congress assembled,

3 Th at on and after the date of the enac tment of this Ac t, title

4 to the following  described lands shall be held by  the United

5 States  in trust for the Ramah Band of the  Navajo Tribe:

6  Township 7 north,  range 15 we st,  New  Mexico

7 principal meridian: section s 7, 19, and 31.
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U N IT E D  S T A T E S 
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  IN T E R IO R 

B U R EA U  O F  IN D IA N  A F F A IR S 
A LB UQ UER Q U E AREA O F F IC E  

F. O  BOX 6 3 1 7
Alb uq ue rq ue . new  Mexico B 7 io a

.2c*>

■
IN REPLY REFER TO:

Reni Estate Services a

Memorandum

To: CoNslsslenor o f Indian  A ff a ir s
Atten tio n:  Congressional and Legis la tive A ff a ir s  S ta ff . * 

Coda 120

From: Area Direc to r

Su bject: Le gi sl at io n Desired by Ramah Band o f Navajo Trike  on 
21 Sections o f Public Land

Enclosed, fo r In form at ion.  1s a copy o f a le t te r  dated November IS , 
1978, to  Senator Pete Domenlel from the Ramah Navajo Chapter. 
Id entical le tt e rs  were also  w ri tt en  to  Senator Har rison Schmitt and 
Congressmen Harold Runnels and Manual Lu jan , requesting  le g is la ti o n 
to  pla ce In  tr u s t fo r the Ramah Navajos 21 sect ions o f land used by 
the  Ramahs.

In  the event th at you rece ive In quir ie s about the  proposed le g is la ti on 
from any o f New Mexico's Congressional de lega tee, fo r ready reference 
we enclose copies o f some o f the correspondence In  pas t years on th is 
m atte r.  The November 29 le t te r  to  Senator Domenld does not describe 
the  21 sec tions about which 1t Is  w ri tten ; however, 1 t concerns the 
same land th at was described 1n proposed le g is la tion  des ired by the 
Ramah Navajos on th is  matter th at was Introduced 1n Congress In  1974 , 
1975 and 1977.

/a / Roland E . Johnson 

Depo ly Area Direc to r

Enclosures

cc: Off ic e o f Tr us t Res ponsib il it ie s, Code 200 w/enelosures 
\  Superinte ndent, Ramah Navajo Agency
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November 29, 1978

Uonorable Harold Runnels 
United State* Congressmen 
1535 Longworth Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Dear >r. Runnelsi
The Ramah Navajo people are again requesting your assistance 
in resolving a problem of Land Ownership within our Reservation
area.

Located within the Southwest earner of the Ramah Navajo Reser­
vation aro 21 aeotions of United States land to which we wish 
to acquire title. The Ramah Navajo Lands are a checkerboard 
area similar to the area around Crownpoint, New Mexico, in the 
Eastern Navajo Agency. The 21 sections to which we wish to 
acquire title will consolidate our holdings in said area and 
prevent future and further encroachment of others upon our 
Indian holdings.
The Ramah Navajo Indians have lived and built their hogans on 
this land for at least the past 100 years and we feel that this 
land by right should belong to these people. Presently, the 
Ramah Navajo families that live on these 21 sections are unable 
to secure any kind of assistance from any major source, being 
that the Bureau of Land lanagement still has title to these 
lands. The present Ramah Navajo population consists of 1600 
members. Our people grazes 600 head of cattle and 500 head of 
cheep. The individual holdings usually consist of only a few 
head of cattle and 50 to 100 head of sheep. This is the major 
source of income for roost families and the avorage family income 
ic under $2,000 per year.
Pcrsuant to paragraph 4 of Public Land Order 2198 of August 26, 
I960, this land was withdrawn from all forms of appropriation 
under the Public Land Laws for Indian use * ■> aid of proposed 
legislation. Said paragraph 4 of Order 21-« provides that pend­
ing the enactment of such proposed legislation, the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs shall administer said land.
We are therefore requesting that you enter on our kohalf, in the 
upcoming session of Congross, Legislation similar to Public Law 
92-472, 92-438, 92-435 copies attached, conveying similar land 
areas to other Indian Tribes.
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Letter to Uonorabla Harold Ounnola 
Pago Two
November 29 , 1979

We have contacted the State Office of Bureau ef Land Mnagement Santa Fo, New Mexico, copies of letter attached) they will not * 
raise any objection to thio legislation.
In our previous requests to your office for asalatanoa we have 
found you to be very fair and considerate of the Indian people 
and their problems. Ha are therefore hopeful that you will 
again consider our plight and make every effort to assist us 
in our precent request.
Than!;--you.

Bennie Cohoe, President 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Community

Tribal Cabhcil Delegate

cct Albuquerque Area Office, Director 
Chapter Chrono file 
Special File 
Agency Chrono file 
Branch of Realty Chrono file 
John J. Cordova, Director
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November 29, 1976

Honorable tenuel Lujan 
Unit ed  State Congressman 1323 Longworth Building 
Washington, D.C. 20 515 
Dear >r. LuJani
The Ramah Navajo people are again requesting your asalatanea in resolving a problem of Land Ownership within eur Reservationarea.
Located within the Southwest eerner of the Ramah Navajo Reser­vation are 21 sections of United States land to which we wish to acquire title. The Ramah Navajo Lands are a checkerboard area similar to the area around Crownpoint, New texioo, in the Eastern Navajo Agency. The 21 sections to which we wish to acquire title will consolidate our holdings in said area and prevent future and further encroachment of others upon our Indian holdings.
The Ramah Navajo Indians have lived and built their hogans on this land for at least the past 100 years and we feel that this land by right should belong to these people. Presently, the Ramah Navajo families that live on these 21 sections are unable to secure any kind of assistance from any major source, being that the Bureau of Land hanagement still has title to these lands. The present Ramah Navajo population consists of 1800 members. Our people grazes 600 head of cattle and 500 head of cheep. The individual holdings usually consist of only a few head of cattle and 50 to 100 head of 6heep. This is the major source of income for most families and the average family income is under $2,000 per year.
Pursuant to paragraph 4 of Public Land Order 2198 of August 26, 1960, this land was withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under tho Public Land Laws for Indian us--' in aid of proposed legislation. Said paragraph 4 of Order .*198 provides that pend­ing the enactment of such proposed legislation, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall administer said land.
We are therefore requesting that you enter on our behalf, in the upcoming session of Congress, Legislation similar to Public Law 92-472, 92-488, 92-435 copies attached, convoying similar land areas to other Indian Tribes.
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Letter to Honorable lenuel Lujan Page Two
November 29, 1978

He have contacted the State Office of Bureau of Land Maae M a n  t. 
Santa Fa, New Maxico, copies of letter attached) they will not 
raise any objection to this legislation.
In our previous requests to your office for assistance we have 
found you to be very fair and considerate of the Indian people 
and their problems. We are therefore hopeful that you will 
again consider our plight and make every effort to assist us in our present request.
Thank you.

Bennie Cohoe, President 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Community

Chavez P. )Coho 
Tribal Council Delegate

cc: Albuquerque Area Office* Direetor 
Chapter Chrono file Special File 
Agency Chrono file 
Branch of Realty Chrono file 
John J. Cordova, Director
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November 29, 1978

Honorable Harrison Schmitt 
United States Senator 
5229 Dirksen Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Dear Ir. Schmitti
The Ramah Navajo people ere again requesting your assistance in resolving a problem of Land Ownership within our Reservation 
area.
Located within the Southwest corner of ti’ia Ramah Navajo Reser­
vation aro 21 sections of United States land to which we  wish 
to acquire title. The Ramah Navajo Lands are a checkerboard area similar to the area around Crownpoint, New Ibxico, in thi 
Eastern Navajo Agency. The 21 sections to which we wish to 
acquire title will consolidate our holdings in said area and 
prevent future and further encroachment of others upon our 
Indian holdings.
The Ramah Navajo Indians have lived and built their hogans on this land for at least tho past 100 years and we feel that thia 
land by right should belong to these people. Presently, the Ramah Navajo families that live on these 21 sections aro unable to secure any kind of assistance from any major sour co, being 
that the Bureau of Land hanageroent still has title to these 
lands. Tho present Ramah Navajo population consists of 1800 members. Our people grazes 600 head of cattle and 500 head of 
sheep. The individual holdings usuully consist of only a few head of cattle and 50 to 100 head of sheep. This is tho major source of income for most families and the average family income is under $2,000 per year.
Persuant to paragraph 4 of Public Land Order 2198 of August 26, 1960, this land was withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under the Public Land Laws for Indian uso in aid of proposed legislation. Said paragraph 4 of Order 2 *-U provides that pend­
ing the enactment of such proposed legislation, tho Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs shall administer said land.
We are therefore requesting that you enter on our behalf, in the 
upcoming session of Congress, Legislation similar to Public Law 
92-472, 92-488, 92-435 copies attached, conveying similar land 
areas to other Indian Tribes.
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Letter to Honorable Harrison Schmitt 
Page Two
Kc.vember 29 , 197 0

Wo have contacted the State Office of Bureau of Land ffcnaganant. 
Santa Fe, New texico, copies of letter attached* they will not 
raise any objection to thia legislation.
In our previous requests to your office for assistance we have 
foiuid you to be very fair and considerate of the Indian people 
and their problems. We are therefore hopeful that you will 
again consider our plight and make every effort to assist us 
in our present request.
Thank you.

Ecnnie Cohoe, President 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Community

cc: Albuquerque Area Office, Director 
Chapter Chrono file 
Special File 
Agency Chrono filo 
Branch of Realty Chrono file 
John J. Cordova, Director



November 29, 1976

Honorable Pete Domenioi 
United States Senator 
1251 Dirksen Office Building 
Washington* D.C. 20510 
Dear >r. Domenioit
The Ramah Navajo people are again requesting your assistance in resolving a problem of Land Ownership within eur Reservation area. *
Located within the Southwest earner of the Ramah Navajo Reser­vation are 21 sections of United States land to which we wish to acquire title. The Ramah Navajo Landa are a checkerboard area similar to the area around Crownpoint* New lexieo* in the Eastern Navajo Agency. The 21 sections to which we wish to acquire title will consolidate our holdings in said area and prevent future and further encroachment of others upon our Indian holdings.
The Ramah Navajo Indians have lived and built their hogana on tills land for at least the past 100 years and wo feel that this land by right should belong to these people. Presently, the Ramah Navajo families that live on these 21 sections are unable to secure any kind of assistance from any major source, being that the bureau of Land fanagement still has title to theso lands. Tho present Ramah Navajo population consists of 1800 members. Our people grazes 600 head of cattle and 500 head of sheep. The individual holdings usually consist of only a few head of cattle and 50 to 100 head of sheep. This is the major source of income for most families and the average family income is under $2*000 per year.
Persuant to paragraph 4 of Public Land Order 2198 of August 26* 1960, this land was withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under the Public Land Laws for Indian us< in aid of proposed legislation. Said paragraph 4 of Order /±98 provides that pend­
ing tho enactment of such proposed legislation* the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall administer said land.
We are therefore requesting that you enter on our behalf, in the upcoming session of Congress, Legislation similar to Public Law 92-472, 92-408* 92-435 copies attached, convoying similar land areas to other Indian Tribes.
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hotter to Honorable Pete Domenioi
Page Two
KcVcmber 29, 1978

Wo have contacted the State Offlee ot Bureau of Land IMnagement, 
Santa Fe, New texico, copies ot letter attached) they will not < 
raise any objection to thia legislation.
In our previous requests to your offlee for assistance we have 
found you to be very fair and considerate of the Indian people 
and their problems. We are therefore hopeful that you will 
again consider our plight and make every effort to assist us 
ir. our present request.
Thank yo u.

Bennie Cohoe, President 
Kamali Uavajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Community

Chavez P^/Coho 
Tribal Council Delegate

cc: Albuquerque Area Office, Director 
Chapter Chrono file 
Special File 
Agency Chrono file 
Branch of Realty Chrono file John J. Cordova, Director
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2 ex?

RAMAH NAV AJO CHAPTER
F». O . BO X 3 0 8  

R a m a h , N ew  M e x ic o b t s ii

Honorable Manual Lujan 
House o f Representatives  
Washington, 0.  C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Lujan:

On beh al f o f the  Band o f the  Ramah Navajo,  I  am seeking and 
s o li c it in g  your support  to br ing H.R. 8318 before the In te rio r  
and In sula r A ff a ir s  Comnlttee o f the  House.

As I am sure  you are aware th is  p art ic u la r b i l l  Is  o f gr ea t 
s ig n if ic a n t and Importance to  the  Ramah Navajo.

I f  th is  b i l l  la  ab le to  go before the  committee,  we would 
ap prec iate  knowing the  date I t  would be discussed, as we fe el 
testimony  from us could be o f value  to committee members.

Your attention  and favo rable cons ide ration o f th is  matter w il l 
be g re atly  apprec iated.

Sin ce re ly ,

Bennie Cohoe
Pr es iden t, Ramah Navajo Chapter

BCOHOE:amf 4/28 /78

cc: Ramah Navajo Chapter
efi le  JkRx_8318____ /
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RECEIVED

AUG 1 8  1977
RAMAH NAVAJO

Coamdssloner o f  In dian  A ffai r*A tt en ti on! le g i s la t iv e  oa f Co ng ressiona l A ff air e S ta ff

*MWG-n« 7 7
Coda 120

AJ iM  X r M  D l r e c t o r  -  Bavaj o

Proponed L e g is la ti o n  -  B.B . 8318

By neaoraa dua da ted Ju ly  27 , 19 77 , you re qu es ted *y vi ew s on  th e prop osed l e g is la t io n , "To d ec la re  th at  t i t l e  to  certa in  land s la  th e S ta te  o f  Be*Mexico ar e hel d  la  tr u st by tha  Bo lte d S ta te s fo r  th e le ash  Band o f  the Eava jo T ri be," H.tt. 83 18 .

By Id en ti ca l le t t e r s  to  Sena tors  Pata V . Doa aa lel  and Joaaph ttm toy a and Con grescocn Harold  L . Runnels  and Manual Luj an,  J r .,  early  la  19 75 , Mr.Pet er  MacDonald, Chairman. Bavajo Tri bal  Cou nc il,  end orsed th ia  propose d le g is la t io n  to  tr ansf er  t i t l e  o f  twenty- one (2 1)  se cti on s o f  Fe deral land to  th e Kemah Band o f  Ba va jos. Tha Bamah In dian s hav e use d th ia  lan d fo r cany yea rs . In  v ie *  o f  tha endorsement e f  tha  le g is la t io n  by th e  Ch alr ma, llava jo Tri bal  Co uncil  and th e b en efi ts  to  th e Bamah Band. I t  I s  ea r reeoamanda- tl o n  th at  the la nds be  tr an sf er re d to  th e Bamah Band o t  Havajos w it h  th e t i t l e  he ld  In tr u st  by th e Un ited S ta te s Ooverament.

M /  JOHW A.  B E B A ll f

ec : ic to r -  Albuquerque

ofpe e
AUG 09  197/

AREA DIRECTOR’S OFFICE R E C E IV E D  
BUREAU OF IND IAN AFFAIRS 
AL3UCJERGUE AFC A OFFICE
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slatien '*
HAY 28 1976

Mo»or*ndua • t

To: Area D ire cto r, Navajo Area O ffi ce

Froa: Conaissionor o f Indian Af fairs

Subject: H.R. 8533 and 8.  2072 -  b i l l s  to  decla re that  t i t l e  to
ce rtain lands in the St ate o f  New Mexico are held in  trus t 
by the  United States for the  Ranah Band of the Navajo Tribe.

H.R. 8533 an d  S. 2072 are identical bills which w o u ld  declare that title 
t o  a c e r t a i n  1 3 , 3 3 5 . 4 3  acres of public domain land in the State of New 
lloxico is h e l d  by t h o  United State* in tTust for the Ramah Ban d of the 
N a v a jo  T r i b o .

■ At this point we are unsure of the Navajo Tribe's position on this 
legislation. On January 22, 1975, Chairman Peter MacDonald endorsed the 
legislation in a letter to Senator Joseph Montoya (copy enclosed). 
However, the following August, in responso to an inquiry by tho Acting 
Assistant Area Director of tho Navajo Area Office, .Mr. Lawrence A. ihixow 
recommended, in behalf of the Navajo Nation, that tho bill bo amended to 
strike tho words "tho Ramah Band of* and to have tho land hold by tho 
United States in trust for tho Navajo Nation.

Fo arc advised by tho Albuquerque Area Office that titlo to lands at 
Ramah, which wero purchased with fluids from the Navajo tribo, is hold in 
trust for tho Navajo tribo. Ho w o v c t, many other parcols of land within 
the Ramah Reservation which wero acquired by tho Federal Covomsent, cro 
held in trust for tho Ramah Band of tho Navajo Tribe.

Please advise at the earliest opportunity os to tho tribo’s position on 
whether the legislation should provide for tho lands to bo held in trust 
for tho Ranah Band or for the Navajo Tribo. Every effort should be made 
for tho Tribo and the Band to bo in agreement on this point.

Enclosure m ^37’oner
cc: Area Director, Albuquerque w/copy of enel.

Supt., Ramah-Navajo Agency w/copy of end.
202 - Gordon w/copy of end. v.
220 - w/copy of e nd.

•Surname; 120 chron; II.R. 8533 f i l e  w/copy o f e n d .
Ls. 2072 f i le  w/copy of  e n d . ;  mailroom; hold copy 
120;TSLcahy:pk:29:5/2 5/7 6
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m ™ co ng ress o  r ,  z y «
1"Sf̂ ok S .  2072'

llN  TUB SEN ATE OF TJIE UNITED STATUS 

J u lt  0 (legislative day, J uly  7 ),  1975
Mr. Domkxici introduced the following b ill ; which wna read twice and referred 

to the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs

A  BIL L
To declare tha t title to certain  lands in the State of New Mexico 

.. a re K51d in  trust  by  the United States for the Bamah Band 
.. of fhoNavajo Tribe.

1- J B e it  enacted by  the Sen ate  and House of Rep re se nt s

2 iiv te  o f the Un ite d Sta tes  o f Am eri ca  in Congress assembled,

3 Tha t on and after the date of the enactment of this Act, title

4 to the following described lands shall be held by the United

5 States in trust for .the Bamah Band of the Navajo Tribe:

6 Township 7 north, range 15 west, New Mexico

7 principal meridian: sections 7,1 9, and 31.

8 Township 7 north, range 16 west, New Mexico

9 principal meridian:  seotions 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15,

10 17,19, 21, 23 ,25 , 2 7,2 9, 31, 33, and 35.
I I
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.? ?.:k 1.7 -i

? : f  ?.29, I . -• .•» B»tl! J iu 3
T.v.fcf'., P.  C. 20ZIO

y-a te ya:

r .: i »•. • /! *  ©C ::«ivajo cr « e-.ULr; fc v  y a w  co?  t t - f . . ?

i’lf c . ' i  er.d r i n  «rr .:o r  .t v. r<  £' ..• .• •.■•  ’ l: ?

1 ..V . utf Ccr.:'.W33. I’ iO r.r.-ab ©Z J-.T a Iiv r.1.  1

t h . i z  ll v a sto tU , b u i l t  tb c ir  « . i  e .. :i v  f - . i l i u  v ;- n  tJ .l i

’ajU  io r  co ys th en  ICO yuays w J  wo fo o l tl .a  t i c lo  to  fcheaa lend s

• y *  o d d  x i j j t r u l ly  bo lew s W t U  r ~ -: h  Sai d  ©Z .•asythiac you  te a

do co  Chia lo s U lf t t iv n  pa ss ed  --’l l )  ew ta ia ly -l M  e s c a l a t e d  by e l l  

La* K- ya jo C e n te r  H es ic y- l,

S ln tu w ly  y« :v s ,

J . Pin o
CaLptev Pre si den t

Cy.-oU

i>. V.tkLiAi
C.i.vV.cv vi se . A'--©tid3ix6

O
 • CiL.-.?;: C.’ .o 

C-'u-Vwil Cc lv^ ata

”  C*?.r.*l:oy P i t a

54-9 9 9  0 - 8 0 - 1 5
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Id en tica l le t te r s  se nt to : •»

Senator  Pe ter Domenic l 
Room 1251 , Dirkseu  Bui ld in g 
Washington, P. C, 20510

•

Congressman Haro ld Runnels 
Room 1728, Longworth Bui ld in g 
Washington, D. C. 20515

Congressman Manual Lujan 
Room 1323, Longworth Bui ld in g 
Washington , D. C. 20515







225

Senator Pete V . Domenlci*. . : 
Congressm an Harold L. Runnels . 
Congressm an Manual Luian. J r.

Dear Senator Montoya: ‘

Senate Bill  No . •3363,.  Into Co ngress  this year request ing th e. 
transfer of titl e of twenty-one ^21) Sections of F ederal  Land 
to tho Ramah Band o f Navajo*.^/*'**.:

X hereby endorse this  legi slat ion;  The Ramah Navajo people  
fcevo lived , grazed thei r livestock , built the ir homes  and 
rai sed  their  fam ili es  upon this lan dfo r more than 100 years  
and the land should rightfully belong to them.

You have supported our many causes  and we the Navajo
peop le thank yo u.? - ,'<•/;• ' y ; • •

;{<■?. Si nce re ly  y ou rs .

*v/, Pe ter  MacDonald, Chairman 
'?; ? j;Navajo Trib al Council

The Honorable Joseph Montoya.;?'. 
Senator from New Mexico  $<.'•’'' 
Ro om  4107, Dirksen Office  Building 
Washington; D. C. - .: 20510 ;20510

P?4acDON ALD/apb: l/23/75w/Ramah Navajo Chapter 
File/Chrorto. .. • «'
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RAMAH NAVAJO CHAPTER
P. O . Bo x 3 0 8 

Ra m a h , N ew  M e x ic o  e is u

anorahle Jor.e-h U-nnteya 
aitcd Cta',-es Senate
as’dn gt on , D. C. 20515 

Senator Montoya:

*--ih L'avajo people rcoucot your evsr.ovt In placing Senate till 
• 2253 on the Consent Docket for the end of this uossion.

f c.mcent Docket in not formed ve totally support your introducing 
1.3 '.ill im-adtatcly at tho start of  the nert Csngrecn.

*• c mreeinte the support and interest you hava elven tho Reach HavaJa

Sincerely,

■Eie/nhieii fl. y*ir-
Denpcay J. ?£ao
President, Rasxh k'.avajo Chapter

Sara letter sent to:
Honorable Pete Domunlei 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20515

cc: Asst, to tho Secretary for Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 20245 ■
Ar ea  Director, Albuquerque Area Office

Ramah Navajo Chapter 
Ramah Navajo Agency File
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R A M A H N A V AJ O C H A P T E R  
P. O. B o x 3 0 8  

R a m a h , N e w  M e x i c o  a7S 2i

M o v a m b c r  1 3 ,  1 9 7 4

* s a a r a h l o  a n u e l  L u j a n  
L o u s e  o f  x c p r e s c n t a t l v e B  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C .  2 0 5 1 5  

D e a r  M r .  L u j a n : 1

T h o  l a - u s h  K a v n j o  p e o a l o  c r o  a i u t l o u s  t o  o e o  t h o  e n a c t m e n t  o f  H o u s e  
. a 1 1   : ; . - 1 > i a V’  c o  l n o u r o  t h o i r  c o n t i n u e d  u o o  o f  t h e  l a n d .

W e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  p l a c e  t h i s  w i t h  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  t h e  
c o n s e n t  d o c k e t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  s e s s i o n .

Y o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t  I s  a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D e a p s c y  J .  P i n o
P r e s i d e n t ,  R a m a h  M a v s J o  C h a p t o r

c c -  !

A r e a  D i r e c t o r ,  A l b u q u e r q u e  A r e a  O f f i c e  
R a m a h  N a v a j o  A g e n c y /

S a m e  l e t t e r  s e n t  t o :
H o n o r a b l e  H a r o l d  R u n n e l s  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C .   2 0 3 1 5

*
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**• U  MCO 1  I .AH. ARM.. CHAIRMAN 
uMjSON. WAIN. MILTON R. VOUNO. N. . X . 
* . M il *.  ROMAN U  MRUSKA. NCBR.

ClirrOAO F. CASK. NJ.
HIRAM L. FONO, HAWAII 
COWARD W. BROOKK, MASS.
MARK O. HATFlCLO, OR CO.
TCD fcTrvrws. ALASKA 
CHARLCS MCC. MATHIAS. RL, MO. 
RICHARD S. CCMWCIKCR, FA. 
HCNRV BCLLMON. OKJJU

SDCnUcb s t a l e s  V en eti e
C O M M IT T E E  O N  A PPR O P R IA TIO N S  

Wa s h in g t o n . d .C . 20 51 0

r

JAMAS R. CAU.OWAV 
CMitP COMMAU. AM> BTAZP PIMCTON

September 25, 1974

Dempsey J . Pino 
Ramah Navajo Chapter 
P. O. Box 308 
Ramah, New Mexico 87321

Dear Mr. Pino:

Unfo rtunately , S. 3368 is st ill  pending before the Senate 
In te rior Committee. Hearin gs have not been held  and, due to the 
ex trao rd in ary events of the past few months, it is doubtful that the 
Interior Committee w ill  have a chance to consider the b ill  during this 
session of Congress.

I w ill , however, introduce the b ill  immediately at the 
.. start of the next Congress and w ill  press the Chairman of the sub­

committee to consider and report  out the b ill  as early  as possible.

Please be assured o f my con tinuing  interest and support 
for this  proposal.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

I ' . .
/ .  7
(Joseph M. Montoya 
United States Senator

JMM/mdr
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RAMAH NAVAJO CHAPTER
P. O. BOX 3 0 8 

Ra m a h , New  M exic o eTsa i

August ?7 , 1974

’’•nor eb le  f’anucl Lujan
H'use o f vse n ta ti ves
•..a shir.g ten , D. C. "0515

Dear Mr. Lujani

Ple ase a d v is e  the  st at us of House D il l HR 1500?.
The " n -h  •’a v j o  reon ’.e  are anv lo us to  se e  th e enactment o f th is  Act to unsure their continued use of the land.
Your un de rstand ing  and sup port I s  ap pr ec ia te d.

S inn je rely ,

Chapter  pre siden t

cc« Honorable Harold Run nels 
Houso o f R ep re se nta tive s 
Wa shington,  D. C. 20515

Ramah Navajo Agency F il e 
Albuquerque Area O ffi c e , Area D lr .

4
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4 bo-7.1

Ba al  Fro per tj

• >  T; \ hie copt ;
SvfAOmO t

. • •. v: \  j .
‘ f jx x& a . • z ‘\  -'-?•  • •"'::

JUL 8 ©74

Is' .zc codo a ■.. “ • •••"'' ;•

Leg C cs ai cc fo cc r e l  la d le s  A ff a ir s
AS fccs tlc ai  JD iH eteo  o f  Tre at  Bar elca s *> Coda BIO •  Watt Va lka r

Frcai . Area C lr cc tc j - • *
” . • J • . ' " ’ rH

C ch 'a et i E sjs r t ca  0 .  53 38  •  A B i l l  re  ta n*  la  Ben Mex ico to  Ba Ba ld la  
L k 3  Ccr Cha E r -A  Band o f  Ba re jo  Tr ibe 7  -

*i;£c io  c-LalC Cd fid cespas oo to  a 't el ej heao c a ll  an la ly  B 'fr oa  B al l Valkar 
t /.  Jcj Cc= a ce jsr tt ca  Crvrta  D il l S3C3 •  to  de clar e th at  t l t l o  to  eert ala  
1 <. La Gs i Ci c-a  ©2 Esxj Exxtco aro bald la  t re at by  tha Halted Ctetaa 
r c . tb j Esa A Cso3 c2  Cha EsreJJo Trfiha. . a

r: J r=e. ss s3  Ic^f  ol ct te a  tore ro  tccc5y -«= a (I I)  ed d- es sb ar d oe et lo sa  o f 
I . . .I la  l e d  o ft h fn  L'csashl?  ? Cssrth, Uarjsa 13 a d  13 Cast, M41.V43. la  
V..’ c:._!La C sss^y, 2=7 Esxxlco, t?=> le c a t lc .i  of which ere abaca, la  b loo 
c-?c_'a ca  Cha ca olcc cJ  Esash Esva^o esa er A l?  as? . Ih la  l e d  la  la  th e 
i . c s ii x ?  c2  Cha l e d  cr ea  c o d  t y  tfce Deosh t a d  o f tha BareJJa t rl ho*

.. cr ca  c2  th a l e d  csoj oc cd  Co b a Cv«=sffcrrd In tr eat to  Cha Dess’} B ad  
C..  Eova'o Ls 'ha  £□ 75 ,223 X3 ec re a.  C cs lo ad  la  a l ies by ec et lo ra  e e l
csScsT-i c2  esc h ec si vs d .’*'—  z
Thio l e d ,  e x o ?  csr y etfccr  eo ct lo co  fa  Csr E ss lc o, wexa roll oqulc hd  and 
xxes sv e^ d Co Cha EafCd Cte tca  fa  cachss^so tafia poreuact  to  tha Act of 
Eseeb  3 , 1C21 Q1 Cirfc. 1223-lJSD ).

Zhhlfic L ed  CrCeX 21C3 ©2 d ete st 23 , 1C33 (cc yy en clos ed ), la  am . A,
Cc s c r c r ll y  d th hrc J caM  le d a  Ccca Oi l Corea o f epT ro^rlct foa e d s r  tha  
£_ df ia  l e d  lc =a,  fxaleCJro Cha d a le ?  e d  cl ncr ol  lo co lc j le a s , fo r I d l e s  
to o fa  o f l  c2  C- 'cy csd  lc cl ala C lc a e d  c l  a l e d  cocaolf ifistf ca  a d  csebanpa 
£--e£rc3 Co d S c c t Esvajjo X d lc a  l e d  es te em  la  Cco C sa leo . Pc sd fcj enact*  
c s d  c2  ccs h Jc 3S ol ci fc a,  P .b . 21C3 ecth crla d  tha Cer da olca sr  ©2 I d l e s  
i f f t i r o  co  e fi d d e c e r  tho l e d .

Tbeco 21 occCficoa er a csed  cxel csl valy  t y  tha Ete&oh Earejoa fo r ll rest och  
CT cefcj c d c h a c n  h-> s=t e=t pe rt  o f thal ff C-Serlc? o re s.  She rccorfia  o l owr 
cCCtco d o c s l  td lc e t o  th at  ec y ccoplafrJio fcssa Veca r o e o lo d  Cron tha  
i s ss h  Csva£so e3 cc t CS37 Ceccpsco by  c so - ld le e a  ca  thoao l e d o .
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N N nUHGlCK, H. OAK.

R. fclOlN. JR.. OCL.

m . carry  mc y ( R. CMirr counsel ano ctiicv clcrm
BAI LAV LLANO, MINOMirv CLARA

»K -R. JR.. TCNK 
. OOCKUtY. N.Y.

Rour wt T . STArroRo. v r. 
WILLIAM L. tCOTT. VA.
JAM I  J. A. MCCLURE, ID AMR 
H  n  V. DOMLNICI, N. MLX. 5HCrxUcl) ,2ala ics i 4£>CTta(c

C O M M IT T E E  O N  P U D LIC  W O R KS 

W a s h in g t o n , D .C . 20510

April 23, 1974

Honorable Dempsey J. Pino 
President
Ramah Chapter of Navajo Tribe 
P. 0. Box 308 
Ramah, New Mexico 87321 
Dear President Pino:

You would be interested to know that todav
Senator Montoya and I have sponsored legislation which 
would transfer twenty-one sections of United States 
land under Public No. 2198., T7N, N.M.P.M. Section 7, 
19, and 31. T7N, R16W, N.M.P.M. Section 1,3,5,7,9,11, 
13,15,17,19,21,23,25,27,29,31,33, and 35. A copy of 
the bill is enclosed for your further information.

We are not planning to publicize this legis­
lation inasmuch as it is highly possible the hill will 
be confused with the 70,000 acres that the Navajo people 
are requesting near Crownpoint, New Mexico.

The bill that we have introduced today will he
referred to the Committee on the Interior. As soon as 
future action is considered, I will again contact you.

Kindest regards

Sincerely

PVD/kes

Enclosure
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/ < _ .  CONGRESS 

------- SESSION
O (F'»rT».—Flil Im »P ’.!■»»« llr*̂

•twwM Hl* 4 * »e il  •  ••-»•#. a>>r** 
bar. «c*l r»fer»»w< of |*4l.)

\  •

' IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

\
MONTOYA

introduced tho following bill ; which was rea d twleo and referred to the Commlttco on -

• : A  BELL
To d ec la re  th a t t i t l e  to  c e r ta in  la nds In th e S ta te  o f  New Mex ico ere  h eld  In tr u s t  by  th e Uni te d S ta te s  fo r  th e Ramah Bond o f  

th e Na vaj o T ri b e.

( I w r t  U U ,« f kUllura )

Be i t enacted b y the Senate and House of Representat ives of  the United State s of 
America in Congress assembled, That on and a f te r  th e dat e o f  th e  

en ac tm en t of .. th is  A ct,  t i t l e  to  th e fo ll o w in g  des cr ib ed  la nds s h a l l 
be h eld  by  th e U ni ted S ta te s  in  tr u s t  fo r  th e Ramah Bond o f  th e 
NovaJo T ri be:

T .7 N .,  R.1 5W ., N.M .P.M .: s e c t io n s  7 . 19 . and 31 .

T.7N ., R.16W. ,• N.M.P.M.: se ct io ns 1,  3. 5. 7, 9.  U .  13.
15.  17. 19, 21,  23, 25, 27,  29. 31,  33. and 35.
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March 27, 1974

Tcnorablo Harold Runnels 
iZousc of  Fenrc ccnta tivca 
In sh in jtoa , D. C. 20515

Dear ’Zr. Runnels:

I t  has been a vhll e bock Binco I  have hea rd from you on our  request ed  
le g is la ti o n  of tve nty -on e (21) Sections of United St at es  land under 
ZV jI I c ZZo . 219 3., T&, N.M.P.M. Sec tions 7,1 9/ and 31. T7N,

N.M.P.M. Sections 1,3.5,7,9,11 ,13,15 ,17,19 ,21,23 ,25,27 ,29,31 ,33,
end 35.

This is  no t pa rt  of  t ho  70,000 ec res th a t tho Lie  IZavaJo io  inqu iri ng  
about ne ar  Cs'cvnpoint, New Mexico ar ea . Ti nt  is  110 d i e s  avay from 
th an . These 21 Sections ar e r i" h t hero v it h in  Raaah Kavnjo Conxuni ty. 
These or a now uscd/occ upicd by th e Fara h IZavaJo peo ple . I ’l l  ap prec ia te  
cay  cad  e l l  ex er ted e ff o rt s fr oa  a l l  concerned.

Z'any tha nks  to  you.

Eenpscy J .  £ino
Pr es iden t, Ennah Navajo Chap ter

DJPIZI0:ecJ 3/2 7/7 ^

cc: Chrono Agency 
Farah Chap ter

<
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n K 8 (I J. II T 1 9 II

AU <i du ly  c a ll e d  m oo ting  nF th e Itutuol i d i o p t e r  n t  N.iv .i T i  l lu *  n i l  i l i e  , ;,
e .

day of ^7 y i / /  A 1 , 197 3. tho  fo llo w in g re so lu ti on  was duly adop ted:

i.- .( ITALS

1.  Furounnt to  nee tlon  4 o f Publ ic  l.nn<l Or de r 7i9B of August 74 , 196 0, the 

fo llow in g land  of U. S . Government th at  Is  used  by Ramah Navajos was withdrawn 

from n il  fo rm  of np prop rln tlo n under th e Tu bll c l.nnd laws for Indian use  unti l 

le g is la t io n  was enacted  co ve rin g the permanent st at us of  th e land:

In T. 7 N .,  R. 15 H .,  N.M.l’.M. : n ec tl o n s  7 , 19 and 31

In T.  7 II .,  R. 16 W., N.M.P.M.s s e c t io n s  1 , 3 , 5 , 7 , 9 
11,  13 . 15, 1 7 . 19,  21 , 23, 25 , 27 , 29 , 3 1 , 33 and 35

2 . The ab ov e-de scribe d fe der al  land , to ta li n g  approximately 13,3 b5 ac re s 
lo  used  e x c lu s iv e ly  by Ramah Navajon fo r gr at in g li vest ock  and fo r re si den t i s 1

purp ose s.

3. The Bureau of Land Management, through I ts  S ta te  O ff ic e in Santa re , 

hrs In dica ted in  a le t te r  dated  February 6 , 197 3, to  Bureau of  Indian A ff air s 

th at  It  w i l l  not ob je ct  to  le g is la t io n  to  have  t i t l e  to  th is  land  In United 

Sta te s of America In tr u st  fo r Ramah NavaJos.

< KO'J THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED th at  the o f f i c ia l s  of  the Ramah Chapter of

Navajo Tr ibe  ar e requ es ted to  co nt ac t the Senator s and Congressmen from New Mexico 

wi th  a requ est to  hav e le g la la tl o n  Intr oduced  In Congress to  pl ac e sa id  land s In 
tr ust  fo r the Ramah Navaj oa,  and co pie s of  th is  re so lt u lo n  anil the le tte r s  sh al l 
be cent  to  the Bureau of  Ind ian  A ff a ir s wi th  a requ est fur  whatever as si st ance  i t  
can giv e on t il ls  n a tt e r . '

/
'•  I
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O IM MCPIV  NCrCM TO.

U N IT E D  S T A T E S  
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  IN TE R IO R

Real Property Mgmt

B U R E A U  O F  IN D IA N  A F F A IR S  
A LB U Q U ER Q U E AREA O F F IC E

P . O . B OX 0 3 2 7
A LB U Q U E R Q U E . N E W  M E X IC O  0 7 1 0 0

SEP 1 2 1973

Memorandum

To Superintendent, Ramah Navajo Agency
From: Area Director
Subject: Legislation desired by Ramah Navajos on publle land In 

T. 7 N., Ranges 15 and 16 West
Recently Hr. Maxwell Informed employees of our Branch of Real Property 
Management that the Ramah Navajos wore anxious to have legislation In­
troduced to place In trust for the Ramah Band of Navajo Tribe the 
public land In T. 7 N., Ranges 15 and 16 West that Is now administered 
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs pursuant to Public Land Order No.
2198 of 1960.

Although the Ramah Chapter wrote to Congressman Lujan about this 
matter on April 3, 1973, so far as we can ascertain the desired legislation has not yet been Introduced In Congress.

Enclosed, for your discussion with the Ramah Chapter officials, la a proposed resolution and suggested letters to Senator Montoya,
Senator Domenlcl, Congressman Lujan and Congressman Runnels.
If the Ramah officials have their own letterhead and you need 
assistance with rc-typlng the letters on their letterhead, pleasa 
let us know.

Also enclosed, for attaching to the letters, are copies of the map, 
legal description of the public lands at Ramah, Public Land Order 2198 
and Bureau of Land Management letter of February 6, 1973.

Enclosures

RE CF 1V FD

StH 1 1 W3
BAM ah  : 
SAM-

J
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c e r t i p i c  £ 2 J2 N

I, the undersigned, as Ramah Chapter Preoldent, hereby certify that the 
Hamah Wnvnjo Council, at a duly called meeting, which was convened and held 
on St y W  Al 13c: f\ . 1973, at the Ramah Chapter House, approved the
foregoing resolution, a quorum being present, and that i___ vot ed for
tnd —  — opposed.

a

>

54-9 99 0 - 8 0 - 1 6
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Identical letters to be sent to:

Honorable Manuel Lujan *
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20315

Honorable Pete Dooeniei 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510

Honorable Harold Runnels 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515

(



U NIT ED ST A T E S
<  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  IN T E R IO R

B U R E A U  O F  IN D IA N  A F F A IR S
• * ' A L Q U O U p R O U E  AREA O F F IC E

P .. O . 8 0 X 0 3 2  7
AU BH Q U ER O U E. N EW  M EXIC O B " IO H

Real Property Management

Memorandum •

To: Su pe rin tend ent, Ramah Navajo Agv.iey

From: Area Direc tor

Su bje ct: * Proposed L eg is la ti on  de sire d by Pnmah Pavaja*. on 
withdrawn pu bl ic  domain .’

En clo sed , In du pli cate , 1b a copy of the  February h,  1973 ie t lc i  
to  us from th e St ate  O ff ic e o f Bureau of  Land Management, J-. re pl y 
to  our le t te r  concern ing  21' se ct io ns of pu bl ic  land 1.: the *>-,eih 
rlavajo community which pursuant to  Public  Land Cider  bo . 2I9P, 
were temp orar ily  withdrawn. In 1960, from e l l  lorais o f rjpr op rla-  
ti on  under th e pu bl ic  land  laws fo r Indian u:»* in a it  nt  
proposed le g is la t io n .

Do the Ramah Navajoo pla n to  ask  one of  the  (lew lz cj:i<o  Sea.;t": •. 
or Congressmen to  Introd uce the  de sire d le g is la ti o n  uc pl-.u.* 
th es e la nd s,  to ta li n g  13 ,3 85 .43 acr es , in  tr us l for  the Kamal. 
Land of Kavajo Tribe  or  do the y wish the  Cen tral ( il f ic i to  try 
to  get  le g is la t io n  introd uce d? ’ I t is  suggest ed  Vi.it ye:: try ro 
get  a tr ib a l co un ci l re nol ut io n sett in g  out th ei r pi in:, or 
d e s ir e s , and then we sh a ll  rend er whatever  ass is ta nce we can ia  
th e n a tt e r . ' ' . ' . • .3

’ /£

Area Dire ctor
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-''"United States Departm ent of the Inte rior 1750

BUR EAU OF LAND MA NA GE ME NT  
STATE OFFICE 

P , 0 .  Box 14 49
Santa Fe , New Mexico 87501

/

ii
I
I
I
rFebruary 6 , 1973

Area Dire ctor  
Bureau o f India n A ff ai re  
Albuquerque Area O ff ic e  
P. 0 . Box 8327
Alfcjq ucrque, NM 87108

Dear S ir :

Ve hove reviewed your  la tte r  o f January 18,  197 3, concerning proponed 
le g is la t io n  fo r th e Ramah Nav ajoa , ———

The Bureau o f Land Management In  New Maxleo would not ra lao any 
obje ct io ns to  th is  le g is la t io n . A ll  tha lan ds  Involve d have bean 
rre d by the  Ramah Band and ar e admi nis ter ed by your agency under 
FLO 2198. We have no management program or plan s fo r th es e lands  
which would a ff e c t su rfac e or subsur fac e use or  ownership.

Thank you fo r the op po rtun ity  to  comment on th is  prop osal.

FEB 8*73

Aiea
Office

Diiwvw’*
. aao -bia

<1
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U N IT E D  S T A T E S  
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  I NT

B U R E A U  O K  IN D IA N  AK I A

ALf UIQ ll^n OIJ I. AHLA <">• T 
P  O OOM

ALn<ioui:«oui:. m w w w a  »• •

JM  8 1975
Memorandum

To: Superintendent, Ramah Navajo Agency
• . > . 1

From:. .A re a Dire ctor

Su bj ec t:  Government land used*by Raraahs on which legl f. ln i Ion ta 
des ir ed  i.  ...  r . . •

This lb w rit te n 'I n  reaponoe to  Mri Bax ter  Deck’ s req uest to  Mr. F.  0 . .
' Shannon fo r Inform ation to  uso  con cer nin g le g is la ti o n  th at  th e Ramah •

fa vajo s wi sh  Intr oduced In Congress con cer nin g government land In ter-  
’ rp ersed w it h ’tr ib al -and ; a ll o tt e d  lan ds in  th e Ramah coacsunity . '■ ?’*.

.. ..  ' ' • ' ’ " ‘ * .*'<. Ey paragraph 4 o f Public 'La nd Order 2198 o f August 26 , 1960, a la rg e • 
acreage o f pu bl ic ' landa ln  Ncw Mexico  were tem porar ily  withdrawn from

•' n i l  fo rm s,o f ap pr op ria tio n 'under-'the pu bl ic  land laws fo r Indian uso  ’•
In nid  o f : propooed le cl nla tion .., 7 Said paragraph 4 of  Qrd cr'2198 pro vlde’a . 
1’iat  pending  th e.  ena ctm ent'o f 6uch 'propose d le g is la t io n , the. Commissioner * '

. of Ind ian  A ff a ir s  sh a ll  ad m in is te r- sa id  land s. Included in  th ese la nd s'  1,'.
‘ ve re ’21 se cti on s o f -'.land? de scribe d as  se ct io ns 7,  19 , and 31, T. 7 N .,  .

'R. 15 wi and se cti on s 1,  3 , 5 , ' 7 , : 9 . 11; 13 , 15 , 17,  19 , 21, 23 , 25 , 27 , •
.. . 2 9 ,- 3 1 , 33. ahd. 3 5 ,' T. 7 N.; R .1 6  M.., N.M.F .M., lo ca ted In the  Ramah ,, ">• 

co taun lty ',1 ’. ' -> a *'. •w..-'.' ;. .

• '•’ En clo sed  is  o' l i s t  o f the  pu bl ic  lan ds  at  Ramah adm inis tered by the  • ‘
; bureau o f Ind ian  A ffa ir s ,. showing th e acr eag e o f each se cti on . The to ta l

crca -l a  13 ,385 .43 a c r e s ! ' 'A ls o ,. en clo se d , for- your reco rd s, is  a copy o f '•••- .J . Pu bl ic  Land Order 2198 , and Pu bl icLa nd  Order 3460, which mod ified Pu bl ic .';  
Land Order-,21 98 -.to permit'  l easi ng o f- th e  withdrawn lands In paragraph 4 '•
o f th at  Order under th e min eral ' le asi ng ac t o f February 25 , 1920 (41 Scat.  
43 7; -3 0 U .S .c /’ 1 8 1 ) ' a ' ' '■ . ? .

* • -The'obove de sc ribe d 21 se cti on s aif. Ramah arc  former ra llr o. .d  lands- which  • ■
"f. were rcco nvcycd  to  th e United  ,S ta te s ' o f America In exch ange .

C r iV E D  

J '‘ '« 0 9  1973
• -Man H P .- \.O 

r.

*

7
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-2 -*  • •

I t may e x p ed it e  m att er s I f  •  s ta te m en t In obra lnec* fr<**n tS:* ?u>re.*ii of 
Land Management In Sa nta F o .t h it  I t  ban no o b je c ti o n  to  L -z is la t ic n  
bei ng In tr od uce d to  p la ce  t i t l e  to  th e lan d in  trur.c fo r itu* P.’ nah Band 
o f  f. av aj o T r ib e . I f  th e  Ramahs wish ua to  w r it e  ta  th e ! it - te  I»'re.* tor 
o f  fu re nu o f  Land Management, p le a se  le t  uo know and w«- fh . l i  •»? gla d 
to  do  s o .

Mi n fed tol A r o a  D ir ec to r, .., . ... „........*

E nclos ure *

r

<
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'. O DE O F F E D E R A L R E G U L A TI O N S  
H T L E  4 3 -- P U D LI C  L A N D S: I N T C R V O R

C H A P T E R   I — B U R E A U   O F   L A N D   M A N A G E M E N T

A P F . N O I X - P U B L I C   L A N D   Or t O C O S

• P U B L I C   L A N D   O R O C R   •  •  P-  •.

7 O ‘.' .r < )

• •  I Cif K & U C 3 .

H 0 D i m :: o  r e s L i c  i a s» k b i  r o . ?i $ $  o r / v e e f T  2 6, i w o  t o i t t k i t 

M X S Xit A L L E’ Sir. S

P u bli c La n <l O r d er Wo. 21 * 1 3 c l  A u g ust 2 6, 1 »J >3, c o  f a r a n 

I t ult h d r c v  I n p a r o ^ r e p h A t h e r e o f, a b o ut 2 5 1, 6 0 7. 2 0 c c r e n of  l e n ds

„.  r ell n q ul r h e d a nil t c c o n v e y o d t o t h e U nit e d St at es I n v w e h ar.' o e c a d e

p u rs u a nt t o t h e A ct of  Ha c ell 3,. 1 9 2 1 ( 5 1 St a r. 1 2 7 5 *I 2 3 u) l »  h e r e b y  

c o dif i e d t o t h o e x t e nt n o c o et a r y t o ^i c t ol t l e a si n '; of  t h o l n n d n 

u n d e r tli a nl n e r a l l e a ni n g c e t of  F e b r u a r y 2 3, 1 2 2 3 ( 4 1 S t a t. 4 3 7;

3 0 U. S. C. 1 3 1) n o esi e n ds d e n d e u p pl o ri e nt e d.  T ho l a u ds a r c l o c at e d
• • •  *  . ‘ I- " ! ?   .I n t h e f o ll o wi n g t o w ns hi p s:  *  * ’ ’

T î- c  y J V j   K e v li o xl e o p r i n ci p a l l.’o rl dl o n
p *u  r. w &- d — /•' • 2 ?'

»
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litre  70V. J 
I’cv  ife xico

* • ‘ \  . ,»
T?». 17, 19.  21, i t ,  and ?3 » . R • 13 V ,. * “

T. 7 II . 1?b . 15 a ^  16 V , V
• V. 13 ’I , R 17 V. ,

T;>3 12 and 14 U. , R. 13 V. .

?;>». 11, 14 al.«! 15 K.,  R 13 V . •

T?». 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 M., P. 29*1 .

Tp# 11. 12, 13. 14 and 15 11., ’* 21 V

A?,M teatlc .na ar.d o f f s ta  re ce ived  nt  nr  -r lo r  to  10: 93 a. ti .
Oi' ‘̂ 9 ' ^ . - . 5 . »h al l *»« cons idered ns c< ;.j lea .-r f.? ly

f il e d  at  th at  ti n * . Those rece ived  th er eaft er  th il l V» eonsU'er-'d  In 

the  order o f f t  li n e . ' .

In qu iri es  eoneemlrqj the lands  rheeld !•  ofdies j.-d to ths 

Hanajer, land O ff ic e,  Vureau o£ Land I'ansjeuant. f.'r.ta Fa, Htu l ien leo.

• OCT 2 0 195$ • {?20>jiA Carver. Jr.
dsibUfiJ Ceeretar/ of the In terior
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.'MoMn^-descrlbed lands, rcl ln-  • f.<< c..d rceonveycsl to the  United in (•chances made  pur sua nt to z.n  cf : 'ai ci l 3. 1921 (41 Stftt. 1225- • temp orari ly withdrawnr . Ur ms of appropr iation unde r. - L l .nd laws, including the  mi n- 
r.^iol leasinc laws, tu t e x -•»i . c* ’iRSes under the said  Act of; ..  for Ind ian  ui e in aid of

’.ali en and of n land  con-  . i ; ;.u exchange p rogram to fid- , .ajj c  Ind ian  la nd ma tte rs In New ci.d to stacih re Navajo  Ind ian  i r r nd non -Indian land use in
• c ? of and in  the  vicin ity of tho  . '/ Ir. ‘.ian Rese rvation in Newv l uidm c enactment of such ‘ -.nr - , the  Commissioner of Ind ian: ; ihu ll adm inis ter the  lands :
Ni

i7 N ,n .5 V ,
,/< ’• . >.3 . i i ;
I re. K , N ft .J E ft S
fee . !5* * ‘ ,*fe e  r^ v ;:
;.c c S j. s ; tr .d 3> .n r . n cw,
r e r . k u  > .3 .3 .4 .W »',E ft end  W ft l

Jo U  l ,3 .3 .4 .W '4 E ft  a n d W ft l<< SI. . ..i tK .n c w -
<c  1. I ta 1. 3.  9. 4. CftWft sad  WftSEftJr . h . J ' i r r d S W , ;  . * *.re  r . . : ' 4n\v»; o r. d ta i 
« •  Ji .5 1 .22.and 25. • .c : . r» ? w , -'  ’ *
(c’f ‘ NTftendGft ; . • .<(•  13.17. '  .9N ..I. .7W , .. *•.
c - l i ;  4 ’ 2 
•M i.N ft rsdOWK. , • •• :, L •• :  • • *• \-• M .? .  5 .7 . l l .a n d  17; 
c .h  . h” a 3 .4 .E ftb W fta & d S ft| *•. ca .s :, :? .r .n d31; ,MS.CWft. •,  ‘ ‘ •
?: ..n  i v/ .. • •

0 .1 7 . K . 25. and 3 1.‘ ‘ • :
N . h . I \ 7 „  * ‘ • • . . .  ‘ ?. c. C; • • . .e.r.N Tft and6W»4: »

C.7 .M Y (.Eid GE f t !  .• • e .»• •
c.O. NW ft  and 8 f t :
M l .  • -. n„ r„ c w , *.
3.1;
r.O .N W ’t  andB ft : »;.C. E ft  GW ft  end E ft  J 
:e 11.13 .15 . and 10; • 
r .2 i. t f tC E % :

• M M  5 27. .3 .3 3, end S3.
n.. icov .ft
:.  1 . •• 
■ J . K h  en d S W ft ; . • ft•. V; . •... U .K ft  acd&Wft: *
J . 'K W f t  a n d S ft l . . .
». 2?. 25. .7 , and 35.

> 22. S3. 27, an d33, ; • 
c v /„

«.s. 11 .1 3.16.S3.25.37. and 3S. \ \jr y > N.h  fcW.. 1 X
.7,lUel«S.Sf tKW K»n4X ft| .

T . 20 N .B .1 5 W ,Gea. 1.
T . 2 IX  . lt . 10 Ww . •

8 . •  M .T. is r.n.  nW , ,•Ge-. 3. loU 1 M 4  I .  B ftN B ft  and B ft i Geo. 11;
See. I3.8'.'jKE%; 8WNW14 and BE#.T .1 5 N .R . 11W..
Cera. 1 .3. 6. 7- 5.  I I ,  13.and IT ; 
tee.  lO .W ft r
tee.  31;
Gee. 23. NW ft and 8 f t ;  . 

w Gees. 25.23 . and 31.
t . ic n ..r . n v/.,

• Geea. 1 .3 .5 .7 , and 9;
Gee. 11. NV /f t and  Bft i

* Sees. 13. 15. 17 .13. 31. S3. Si.  37, SS. 31, S3.
and 33.

T . 17N..T1.11 W ,
Geea. 3. 5. 7 ,0 .  11. 13, and U ;
See. 17. NW ft  and 8 ft  j
Secs. 19. 21. 23. 35. 37, 2S. 31. S3, and  85. T. 11 N.. II . 19 W..T .2 1N ..  n . 11 w,
Gees. 6 and 7.

T .1 8N ..R . 13 \V„
- Gcc. 3. Ef t and 6 W ft |

Gcca. 6. 7. 0. 15. 17. IS. 81. 87. 30. 31. 53. and 33.
T . 19 N.. R. 13 W„

Gee. l:
Gee. 3. N ft  and 6 E ft l

• Geea. 6 and 7;
Gee. 9. NW f t  and 8 ft ;
Gcca. 11. 13. 19. 17. 10, S I.  S3. Si.  17. 30. and 31;
Gee. 33. E 4 1 .
Gee. 33.

T . 21 N.. It . 13 W„
Geo. 1.

T .? 3 N.. n . i i  w „ -  
Gcca. 35.37 .33. and 35, .

. T . 17 N.. B.  13 W ,
. Gee. l:

Gc e.3.Et$: ‘ 4
Ge c.ft.W’A an dC E% t - 
Geea. 7. 0.11 .13. and 15:
Gee. 17.N &K and 6% ;

* Gees. 1 9.21 .23.35 .37.31 .11.  S3, nnd 15.
T . 19 N.. R . 13 W -

' ( Geea. 1. 3. 5. 7. 0. 11. IS. 15. 17. 15. 33. 25.27 .31. and 35.
T .2 1 N .R .1 3  W , ' •

Gees. 3 .0 .0 .1 1 .1 3.an dl5<
Gee. 1 7.N'/i  a ndGE'A;  *
6eca. 19; 21 .23.29 .27.  and  35; 

r  Gee .S l.N W ’/ .  andGVaJ /
Gcca. 33 and 35.

T .2 3 N ..n . l3  
» Gc C.l .NW ViJ  

Ccc.3.SWV<;
• Geo. 6;

Gee. 7. lota 3 and 4 .ES48W% sad  8B$41 
Geo l l. N W 'A  aa d S tt l

. Gee. 13. NE*/«. NE'/<6W14. W tt 8E K . ta <  
eEV.B E’/, :  . - See. l i. K E 'A : * •.

Geea. 17 and 10: ' * *Bee. 23 N '4 and 8W»4l ’
Cce.27,GWV<: • *  .
Gee* 31. lota  1. S.’ and  8.  WBK

GW‘/, .a n d E fc |
Gcca. 33 and 35.

T .2 3 N .. R . 1 3 W ,
Gec.2 I.CViS  *. . ‘Geea. 25 .27.29 ,31.  sad  35 ..  .
7 N ..H . 16 W „ ’ . ’
Geea. 7,10 , nnd31»

’T . 7 N.. R. 10 W.,« >
Geea. 1. 3. 0. 7. 5. 11. IS . 15. 17. 15. 81«----- 7.29 .31.33 . and 33* .

T .1 3 N ..J I.  17
Gee. 3. lota 1. 2.  S. and 4.
Geo. 6. G'/.NVt snd 8%>
Lcot  Qt  Jb ĵi H ft  h  W K i and Eft  0 W fti

T . 13 N-. It . IS W ,Arc. 1;
See. 3. lo t.  1 and 3. B ft N E ft  *» d  CE»4l Gee. 11. N ft  and 8 E ft ;
Gee. 13; d -  a *Sce.lS .N ftW ft  a n d 8 ft |
Gee. 23; ’ . •6e e.23. Wft and W ftBft j 
Gee. 27. N ft  and GCft ;
Gee. 35.

T . I4 N .. R . IS W„
Gee. 1:
Gee. 3 .8 ft:
Ccca .7.0. l l. a n d  13;
Sec. 15. N ft  end N ftB ft .
Gee. 17;
G ee.n .r .% :
8: c 21 ,W ft  and SEft ;
-Geea. 23.25. and 27;
Gee. 29, N E ft  and 8 ft;
See. 31;
6c c.33 .N E’;  and 6% .

See. 3. Iota 1. 3. 3. 4. BE^N1% . H S ft S W U .
6  •/. SW* ;. an d  86*41

Geea. 6 and 7. • " •T . 14 N.. R. 19 W„
Gee. 1 .5 ’ i:
Gcca. 3 and 5:
Gee. 7. lots 3 and 4. E ’48*JV14 and 8S ft l Gee. 0. W • ; E *4 *n d W Va ;
6ees. 11 oml 13;
Gee. 16 .W V.W’/, ;
Bee. 17 .NEU  an dG ’At
Gee. 10. lota 3 an d«.E ’48 W %  SAdB ftt *Gcca. 21 .23 .25. and 37;
See. 29. NB% and 6 4 ;
Gees. 31.83, and 33. \  •T. 13N ..R . 19 W.. ’ • . ,See. 7. lo u  1 and 3. E’4KWU sad fif tl  • Sec. 17. W •/> NW '4. '  *-T . 11 N.. I1 .20 W ,
6ec. I;
Gee. 3. lo ti  1 and 2.6 ’/, NZ^ and 5H:Sees. 6.7 .0 .1 1.13.15. and 17.T. 12 N, II. 20W., .Sect. 29 and 33.  * • ’ »T. 13 N ..R .2 0 Ww  • .See. l ;
Sec. 3. loU 1 .6 ViN EV«. 0B ftNW M .5 BdSft | Gcca. 6.7.0 . and 11;

• Gee. 13. N’/a end GE *4:
’ Bee. 15. NW ft  a n d S ft : •

Sec. 17;
Sec. 19. N*4 an d 8W £:

* Sect. 21 and 23;
Bee.25. N V ;N W '4 .8 % 3W 4. and 8Z»4|See. 27. E '4 . NftM W fc . SEV.N W ^, and• 8W’4SW»/«3 •
Bee. 29;
6ce .3 l,lota  1 .2 .3 . and 4 .E U W U .T. 14 N.. II . 20 W.,
See. 3. leca rlch ta-of-way AT ASP By. and  

Federal Aid Trojeet PAP 75-B;
6ee. 6;
Sco. 7. leaa H /W  ATA5P By.  an d Uan ue lltn Pipeline:
Sec. O. le i. R /w  ATAGPByd ’ .
Bee. 11;
Gee. 13 .W ’4 ;
Sec. 16. lets R /W  and Federal Aid Project FAP 70-D;
See. 17. leaa Ra /W  ATA8P By,  PAP 75-B 

and Ma nuelito P ipeline;
See. 19. less Rs /W  ATASP By.. Station  

Grounds. PAP 79-D. aad Ma nuelito 
Pipeline;

Bee. 21;
Cec .23.W’*,ES an d W ft i 
Sees. 26 and 27;
6co.29.NVa a nd OW ’i :
Gee. 01. le-.a It.aZW AT.tG? Ry^PAP79-Br 
Geo. 33. E ft  and W ftW ftj

r
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-• - .. p . 13 .17.  and 31;

A T i i?  n y .  Menueti to

-W 'i.

f  rougls 0. Incl.flKKXtt w 4

. S.f. -.4 «,C>4 .

ugh 6. Ind,e % NEU aod

JO’;:
s.s.L' .i:

• AT AC ?n y..FAP  70-D;
S 5 rr .u 4:

.. . .  i.W 'iK WS l, S'Z NW ii. 

t.  5. 4. le u n/W  FAP 73-D:

, 5 .3 ,and 4 ; • .

i,  I. ena 4: 
r.id 811:

I  2 r.ni. 4: . .
l x .. ,,  fc liN B tt . 6W K N W H ,

: : : i - .s .3 , acd 4;
:; t.i. . ir;

). . : S. 3 .sr.d 4;

. : .' .t  described oggregats  241 ,- 
r i. -
. of  the  Sands described In 

2 c t  tilt* order were declared  
.. c t tT August 13. ISO <G3 Slat . 

2' UXC. C22). to be he ld by tho 
. 1 in  trust lor tho  respeetlvo 
. 1 r . cr crou ps of  India ns o > ’ 
■ t" ..  uilr.g U'.cm. Tho rema inder 
• ' f  ; f.-.ld Act declared to bo pub-  

At outh orized by the said  
:.r. order of  th e Secreta ry of  tho  
•cr r.ppcfcrSas ot  paces 1851-1653 o f 

-im  u Bee ts :: * of  M arch 31 ,10 50 ,

Id en tified  i. . . i  in  .  .-. ic.-.pec-
"« c ca tcg oika . Ti io publio dom ain  

ads were opened by a Bureau of Land 
Management order  of November 13.1013  
(13 F ib  1400-7437 ).

C. The  lands In the  withdrawal of July
0, 1931, descr ibed  In paragraph 3 o f this 
order ha ve been Included In oth er orders 
of  revocat ion or  ha ve been oi lier^ Isa dis ­
posed of,  wi th  tire exce ptio n of tho  
following-desc ribe d lands;  • 
T .3 K .. I1 .0 W ..  . ,
Lie . 0. lo t 3 a nd 'a r. ilK tV tt .

7. Tho lands withdrawn by paracraph 
4 of  th is  order orc all wit hin  the  revo­
ca tio n mado by paracraph  1. The ob­
jec tive of paragraph 4 of  this order Is 
to  establish for  ready reference  tire lands 
sti ll icmaln'.u g In tli e withdrawal 
crea ted  by the order of  September  1. 
1933, and  to . e stab lish  with cer tainty , 
without reference to oth er sources, the  
Iden tity  of  thoso land s, at  tho same time 
rele asing from  tho with draw al made 
by the order of  September  1. 1939, all  
lands no longer  with drawn for its  pur­
poses. because disposed  of  by cxchanco 
or otherwise.

0. Begin nin g at  10:00 am . on Oct o­
ber 1, 1900, tho  lands In section 0. T . 2 
N., It. 0 W„  described in paracraph 0 
of this order, shall  bo open to applica­
tion , pet ition, location  and  selection,

. und er applicab'.o nonm lncral public 
lan d law s, subj ect to  val id exi sting  
rlc hts. tho requirements of  applic able  
law , an il the six-m onths preference 
ll ch t fil ing period cranted to  tli e 6toto  
of  New Mexico , by  subsection (e)  of  se c­
tio n 2 o f tlie  art of August 27, 1938 (72 
Etat. 918;  43 U.S.C. 051-2 ).

0. Th e lands described in  paragraph  
0 sha ll be open to location under tlie  
Un ited State s m ining laws and to  appli­
ca tio ns  and offers  under the mineral 
lea sing laws a t 10:00 a.m. or\ February 25, 
1301. M in in g  loca tion s mado prior 
there to sha ll bo invalid .

- 10. Inquir ies concerning tho .la nd s 
shal l bo  addressed to t he Ma nager. Land  
OCleo, Bureau Of Land Management.  
Ba nta Fa. New Mexico.

Boc tx  Lknst,
A ss is ta n t Se creta ry  o / the Inter ior .

~ Accost 20. 1900.
•’ [F it.  Doo.. CO-3233; F ile d.' 6opt. 3. 1333: 
f . ■ 0:47 am.]

. e .-  . -  .

/134404]
UTA H

W ithdra w in g Public Land * From O( 
an a C a t Loot ing  for Protorvalion 
and. De ve lopm en t of  Po toth De­
posits  Be lon gin g to tho Un ited 
Slates /

By virtue of  the  authority vest/d" fn
the P res iden t and pursuant to Executive  
Order No. 10353 of  May 20. 1952. it  l4 
ordered  <is follo ws: f

1. The ]follow mg described l/nds aro 
hereby with drawn from app ropiial lon  
under lhe\6 il and gns leasing provisions  
of  the Mineral Lc asim  Aet  of February  
25. 1520 (U  Ctat. 437; 30 U.fi.C. 1S1. 
ct  se q. ), as ym eu de d and  supplemented  
for tii e purpose of  preset v.-h,on and  de ­
velo pment o.A potash depo sits belo nging ■ 
to  the  United State** /

0*1.7 Lak\  p
T . 20 O.. n . 20 E , \

L e tt . 32 to 27. In ti. ;
E c c .3 l .E l i :  
bee s.  32  e n d  30 ,

7*. 27 8. . R.  20  E ,  
r .c c i:
r.—  1 In la  ,  i  t  n ' .

Tho areas deseilbcd aggrern lo u p -,  
pro ximatciy 11J20  acres, of which ap ­
proximately 9/ p5 acres are public lands.

S. Tho withdrawal^ effected by th is  
order shall term inate ten years  from and  
aft er  tli e da le  o f the p'pbilcatlon of  fh ls 
order In thc fcsD Liutndf.isr cn u nless I t 1$ 
extend ed b / an  appropriate order of  e x­
tension. JJpon tho term inat ion of  tho  
withdraw al, the lands shal l again be sub­
ject  to  Hating  for  oil end gas  develop­
ment put poses upon such lyrins and con - 
dl llo m /u s tho Secretary or tho Intel  lor 
may sp eci fy In an order o f opening, con­
sis tent  with tho then exis ting law  and  
regulations.  \

/  Elm o F. BsrcerfT.
/  Un de r Secre tar y oj  th e Inter ior .

' It oW IS t 23, 1900. \  .
/ f d . Doo. 30-C239; Fi led. 6epW 2 \  1930; 

6:47 u s . )

Q

«

&

<7
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>

» -
<»• e.:"». Inn i »i>.. , •
i x r . 2 i . i o t -  * a.3.4. r.<(bwy audUEK:
Cc e.  33 , lu  1 M il l 5;
See . 37 . lo t.  3 .3  a nd  4;
G« o. 211, All; .

• Gee. 2 9. lo ts  1 .3 . NE' /,.  O '; NV/'/, a n d o y :  
t e e . 30,  Iota 1. 3.  3.  4. U ybE 'A  BudGE'.iJ

, Cce. 3 1. Io l» 1 ,3 .3 ,4  an d E y e / , |
Cce. 33 . Al l;

. li ce . 33 . All :
(See. 34. Iota 1 .3 .3  a nd  4. •

T.O K .. It 3V Z,  All .
T . IO N , 11.3 W , All.
T . 11 N , M. 3 W„ AU.
T . 12 N , It . 3 VZ, A ll.
7 .1 1 N ,H .4 W ,

See . 1. lo ts  1. 3. 3. 4. 6. 8%NE%  an d BR 'U
Gee 13. lo ts  1. 3. 3. 4.  Nk< 4, G C yN W ',; , 

K y s w i i  n n d b E 'i : /
Gee. 13. lo t*  1, 3, 3. E 1/ , .  CftW 'A  ta d  

a w y s w / , ;
Gee. 14. lo t i ;
Gee. 23.  lo ts  1 .2 .3 ,4  and  5:

• Gee. 24.  lo ts  1. 3. 3 . 4  an d N y N y .  
T .1 3 N .. H .4  W ,

See . 12, lots  1 And 3:
Gee. 13. lo ts  1, 2 .3 .4  ar.d E'/, :
Gee. 34. lo ts  1 ,2 .3 .4  and  E*.',E*4;
Gee. 25, lots 1.2 .3 .4  and 11*; i:v ,*
Gee. 30. lo ts  1 .2 . 3 .4  a dd  lof t Ef* .’ 7.  0 N..n. 10 V/..VZ'i,

T . 0 N , I t. 17 W , AU.
T . o  N.. n . in w ,  ai i.
T .O N ., It . 10 W , Al l. .
7 .  1 0 N , R. 1OVZ,AI1.' ' .
T . i i  m,  it . n w . .  gv, .
7 .  O N , It. 2 3 W , A ll.
7 .  IO N., n . t o  W , A ll.
T . 11 M, II. COW.. 5' /, .
7 . ON .. n .2 l  W„ AU.
7 . 0  N ,R . 2 1 W , AU. ' .  •
7 .  10 N .. It. 21 W , Al l.
T . 11 N , I t. 31  W - S ’/ , .

3. The  departm ental order of July  8. 
1931, withdrawing the  unreserved and ; otherwise undisposed of lands In tho * 
following-described townships. In old of : 
legisla tion, Is hereby  revoked:
N ew  M ex ico  ra iNCira i. Mvbuum, Naw Mexico  1

apknoix—m an e un b  oaou s  
(Tu bllo Land Order 21001 

(704407]

ARIZONA ANO NEW MEXICO
RavoMng Departmental Ordors of 

September 1, 1939, May 31,  1939, 
and July 0,  1931,  Which Wilhdrovz 
Lands for Indian Uso in Aid of  Pro- 
posod Legislation; Rewithdrawing 
Part of Roloascd Lands for Indian 
Uso

By vlvtuo of the au thority  vested in th e
Secreta ry of the  In ter ior  by section 4 of 
the  Act of March 3, 1927 (44 Stat . 1347; 
25 U.S.C. 33Cd), it  is ordered  as follows:

1. T2:e order of tho Secreta ry of tiio
Int erior of September  1, 1933. so fa r as 
It  withdrew for  Ind ian  use all lands re ­
linquished and  rcconvcycd to the  United 
Sta tes  in exchanges mado pur sua nt to 
tho  Act of March 3,1021 (41 Sla t. 1223- 
1239), with in tho area in  New Mexico

.embraced with in dep artmenta l witli - 
’dra wal  of Jul y 0,1931, is hereby revoked.

2. The  depa rtm ental order of May 31,
1929, withdrawing all public  domain  
lands with in the  following-described 
areas,  and  all lan ds with in theso areas 
relinquished and rcconvcycd to tho 
United Sta tes  in exch ances made  pu r­
su an t to the  Act of March 3, 1921 (41 
Sta t. 1225-1239), in  aid of proposed legis­
lat ion  to add such land s to contiguous 
Indian  reservations. Is hereb y revoked:

: New Mexico Pamcizal. Mxbxbiaw
T .0 N „ n . lW „  .

Ccea. 4. 0, and 6.
7 .  io  : i ,  it . l  v /..  au.
7 . 11n ,  it . i vz, 

r  co. 2 J. :o:> o. 4.6 . o. 7 ana trw%  j 
fe e.  S3, lots 1.3 .3 ,4 , end a y ;  •

, Ces. CO. lwta 1. 3, 3. 4, 0. 0. E*4GW£ and 
E E 'i :

Cee.31.A n;  
ece.CJ .AU :
Cce. 23. lo t*  1. 3.  S. 4. NBKNW fc  and  

V /y .W li .
•?. o n ,  a. a zz, All.

* T. 10 N, Ih 9 W, AU.

To. 0," 10. an d 1 1 N .. R .2  W. «•
T o .0 .1 0, 11. 10.  and  1 0 N , It.  3 W.
To. 0, 10. 11. an d 10 to  21 N ,  H .4 W ,  ta el . *
Ta. 3 an d 10 t o 21 N ,  It. 6  W„ In ch
To. 3 .3 , a nd  10 to  23 N , n . 0 W , I ncl.
7a . 3 .3 .4 . an d 17 to  23 N , R. 7 W , Inch
’/ • .  17 to  27 N„  It. 0  W , Inch
7a . 17 t o 20 N , It.  0 VZ, in ch  •
Ta . 13 to  25 N , It . 10 W , I nc h
To. 13 to  CON , II. 11 W ,I n ch  1
7 s . 13 t o 211W, It . 13 W , i nch
To. 14 to  20 N , n . 13 W , in ch  k •.

(N */ , 7 .  0 an d al l ot To. 7 to  10 an d 14 to  16]
V K , i t . 14 W „ Inc h •

NV, 7’. C and nil  o t  To. 7 to  10 and I t  aod  10 ' 
N , i t.  15 VZ, In cl -

T o.7 .8 .0 .1 0 .1 5 . a nd  18 N , II. 10 W.
To. 13 to  10 N ,  It. 17 W.. Inch 

• To. 12 t o IO N ,I t.  10 W ,I n ch  .
To. 11 to  1G N , K . 10 W , In ch
To.  11 to  1 0 N , R . 30 W , In ch  . • .•
To. 13 t o  1 0 1 1 ,1 1 .3 1  W ,  I n c h  

O u t  o h o  S alt  l in n e t  M c a u u i f ,  Aara sw a
To. 3 0 a nd  31 N ,  It.  37 E.
TV. 10 .2 0.  a nd  31 N , It. 20  F,
To.  10 to  23 H , It. 20  E ,  Inch
Ts. 10 to  23 N , K. 33  E , In cl .
Ts. 21 .3 3. a n d 2 3 N .l t . 31 E.

/ T h e  areas described ag?— •..(• a ppro x-\  
’ / lm.itcly 4.COO.CCO acres.
/  4. Subject to va li d  righ ts existing on I
I September  1,1539, and duly m ain  tain  c d ./

i
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K j>o 7. i

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR

O ct ob er  14 , I9 60 «

.MEMORANDUM
i

TO : A rea  D ir e c to r , B ure au  of  In dian  A ff a ir * , C al lu p  ,
Atten tio n: Br anch  of Re alt y

FROM : F ie ld  S o li c it o r , A lb uq ue rq ue

SU BJE CT: A ppro va l o f  r ig h ts -o f- w a y  over  la nds co vered  by  P ublic
La nd  O rd er  21 98  (A ugu st  26 , I9 60 )

B y your m em ora ndum  of O ct ob er  11 , yo u req u est an  op in io n o f th ia  o f­
f ic e  re la ti v e  to  th e pro per  agen cy  to  gra nt r ig h ts -o f- w a y  over  th e la nds 
co v ered  by P ara gra ph 4  o f  P ub li c La nd  O rd er  21 98 .

B y P ara gra ph  4 of  P ub li c  La nd  O rd er  21 98 , appro xim ate ly  2 4 2 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  
c i  cer ta in  public  la nds in  n ort hw es te rn  New  M ex ic o a r e  te m p o ra r il y  w it h- 
t ;a v ,n  fr o m  a ll  fo rm s of ap pro pri ati on  un de r th e pub lic  land  la w s fo r  In - 
cia n  u se  in  a id  of  p ro p ose d  l e g is la t io n . Sa id  P ar ag ra ph 4 fu rth er  pro vid es  
th at  pe nd in g th e en act m ent of  su ch  pro poc cd  le g is la ti o n  th e C om m is si on er  
c f  In di an  A ff a ir s  sh a ll  a d m in is te r  sa id  l an d s.

You r m em ora ndum  poin ts  ou t th at  th e Nav aj o Indian  A ge ncy  R ea lt y Of­
f ic e r  has ra is ed  th e ques ti on  of  th e au th or ity to  gra nt r ig h ts -o f- w a y  
ov er  an d a c r o s s  th ese  la n d s.  F ir s t , the A ge ncy  R ea lty O ff ic er  n ote s 
th at  r ig h ts -o f- w a y  ov er  an d a c r o s s  re co nvcy ed  ra il ro ad  la n d s th at  w ere  
w ithd ra w n und er  D ep art m enta l O rd er  o f Sep te m ber  1,  19 39 , hav e h e r e ­
to fo re  bee n  appro ved  b y th e B ure au  of  La nd  M an ag em en t. Sec on d, th e • 
agen cy  R ea lt y  O ff ic er  q u est io n s w het her  the la ngu ag e of  P ara gr ap h 4 of  
P ub li c La nd  O rd er  21 98 p roh ib it s an y an d a ll  appro pri at io ns of  th e la nd  
eth er  than  fo r  In dian  a ll o tm en t exch an ges.

In a n sw er  to  the A gen cy  R ea lt y  O ffic e r ’s  ques ti on  a s  to  w het her  P ub lic  
Lan d O rd er  21 98  p ro h ib it s an y ap pr op ri at io n,  w h ats oev er  of  th ese  la nds 
w e n ote  th at  th e la nguage o f  th e ord er  i s  a s  fo ll ow s:
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", . , th e fo ll o w in g -d esc r ib ed  la n d s, . . .  
a r e  h ereb y  te m p ora r il y  w it hdra ./n  fr om  a ll  
fo rm s'  of  ap pro pri at io n un der  the public la nd  
la w s , in cl udin g the m in in g an d m in era l 
le a s in g  la w s . . . ."

• i
O rd in ari ly , th e te rm  "ap pr op ri at io n of  land " d esig n a te s  a taking  of  
pri vate  pro per ty  fo r  public u se  in  th e e x e r c is e  o f  the pow er  of  em in en t 
dom ain . (N or th  VZard Co.  v . Boa rd  of  S tr ee t C o m m is sio n ers , 10 4 NE  
$65 ) Th e te rm  "appro pri ati on  of  lan d"  has  a ls o  bee n  def in ed  a s  th e a c t  
of  se le c ti n g , th e dev oti ng o r  the se tt in g apart  o f la nd fo r a part ic u la r  
u se  or purp ose , a s  w h er e la nd i s  ap pro pri at ed  fo r  public  b u il d in gs,  
m il it a r y  r e se r v a tio n s  or o th er  pub lic  u s e s . (M cS orl ey  v . H il l,  27  P ac. 
55 2)  :

H ow ev er , P ub lic La nd  O rd er  21 98  sp ec if ic a ll y  an d e x p r e ss ly  pro vi des  
th at  th e la nds in  ques ti on  a re  with dr aw n fr om  a ll  fo rm s of ap pro pri at io n  
under  th e public  la nd  la w s an d m in in g and m in e ra l le a s in g  la w s . It i s  
ou r op in io n th at  tho te rm  "ap pr op riat ion"  a s  u se d  in  P ublic La nd  Ord er  
21 98  r e la te s  on ly  to  ap pro pri ati ons undor the public la nd  an d pu blic  m in ­
era l le a s in g  la w s but  w ou ld  not pro hib it  tho  is s u a n c e  or  gr an ting  o f rig hts*  
of- w ay  or e a se m e n ts  up on  pro per  applica tion  an d regu la ti ons of  th e D e­
part m en t.

A s to  th e q u es ti on  of th e pro per  agen cy  to  is s u e  o r  gr ant r ig h ts -o f- w a y  
ov er  an d a c r o s s  th e la nds su b je ct to P ara gr aph 4 of  P ublic La nd  Ord er  
2198 , i t  i s  to  be note d  th at  sa id  ord er  e x p r e s s ly  prov id es fo r  the ad m in ­
is tr a t io n  of sa id  la n d s by  th e C om m is si on er  of  In dian  A ffa ir s . Th e r e g - .  
u la ti on s go ver nin g th e gr an ting  and is su a n ce  o f r ig h ts -o f- w a y  o v er  Indian  
la nds a r c  co nta in ed  in  P art 161  of  tho  Co de  of F ed era l R eg u la ti ons.  In ­
cl uded  in  the c a te g o r ie s  of  r e s tr ic te d  la nds su b je ct to  tho  regu la ti ons coa< 
ta in ed  in  P a r t 161  o f th e Co de  of  F ed era l R eg u la ti ons a rc  "ot her  la nds 
acq u ir ed  or s e t  a s id e  by  th e Uni te d S ta te s fo r  tho  u se  and b en efi t of  In ­
d ia ns"  (2 5 CFR 1 6 1 .1 / h / / 5 / ) .  It  i s  ou r op in io n,  th e re fo re , th at  b y vi rt ue 
of the p ro v is io n  in  P ara gra ph  4  of  P ub lic La nd  O rd er  21 98  pro vi din g fo r  
th e ad m in is tr a ti o n  o f su ch  la nds fo r  In dian  u se  by  tho C o m m is si o n er  o i 
In dian  A ff a ir s  an d th e in clu si on  of  su ch  la nds in  th o regu la ti ons go ve rn in g 
the gra nti ng o f r ig h ts -o f- w a y  ov er  and a c r o s s  r e s tr ic te d  In dian  lan d s as  
not ed  abovo, th e p rop er  agen cy  to  ad m in is te r  tho gra nti ng o f r ig h ts -o f-  
w ay o v er  sa id  la n d s i s  th e B ure au  of  In dian  A f fa ir s . ,

cc : R eg . S o l . , D en ver  
A s s o c .  S o l . , IA  
S u p t. , N av aj o A gen cy  (th ru  A rea  O ff ic e)
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APPENDIX— PUBLIC LAND ORDERS 
(P ublic La nd  Order  210 8]

(70 4407]

ARIZONA AND NEW MEXICO
Revoking Departmental Ordort of 

September 1, 1939, May 31, 1939, 
and July 8, 1931, Which Withe'row 
Lends for Indian Use in Aid of Pro­
posed Legislation; Rewithdrawing 
Part of Released Lands for Indian 
Uso

By virtue of the auth ori ty vested In the  
Secreta ry of the Int erior bv section 4 of 
the  Act of M arch 3. 1927 (44 Sta t. 1247; 
25 U.S.C. 39Cd), i t is ordered as follows:

1. T he order of the Secreta ry of the  
In ter ior  of September  1. 1939. so f ar  as 
it  withdrew for Ind ian  use all lands  re ­
linquished and rcconvcycd to the United 
Sta tes  in exchanges made  pursuant to 
the Act of March 3, 1921 (41 Sla t. 1225- 
1233) , with in the  area  in New M.\.eu  
sG'.bractd with in tie; .mt :.;a'. u.;. «- 
Cr».w,4 of July  8, 1931. Is ht .v.<> t . d .

2. Tne  department.*'. o. i.e r of M..y 31, 
1539, wi thd raw ing  ad  public do:....in 
I.P .iiS  with in the  foho .v.n 't-de sci.b id 
ni ius, and  all land s Within these  mens  
rehnqu a hed  and  reconvcytd  to t:.o 
Uni ted Sta tes  In exchanges made pu r­
suan t to the  Act of March 3. 1921 (41 
St at . 1225-12391, in aid of proposed legis­
lat ion  to add such land s to contiguous 
Ind ian  reservations. Is hereby revoked :

New  l .t u d C O  Psin cipa l M iridiam

T. 9 N„  R. 1 W..
Gees. 4 . C. an d 6.

T . 10 N.. It.  1 W.. AU.
T. 11 N.. R. 1 W ..

fe e . 23. lo ts  3 .4 , 5, 0 .7  a nd  GWVi; 
f e e . 29. lo ts  1 .2 ,3 , 4. an d S '/ ,;
Gee. 33. lot* 1. 2, 3, 4. 6. 0. EViGW'4 and

GE'.;:
Gee. 31 . All;
Gee. S3 . Al l; 
o c : . 23 , lo t*  1, 2.  8.  4, NE ’i N W H  

v / ' i w y , .
T.  0 N.. i t.  2 W.. A ll.
T. 10 N , n . 2 W M Alh

1 Gee. 2v,  lot-4 1 nn v
. S e e .21. l ot s 1 ,3 .3 , 4,8' ,i8 W %  an d GEli; .
• Gee. 22.  l ot s 3 .4  a nd  6;

See . 27 . l ol  j 1 ,2 ,3  a nd  <;
Gee. 20. A ll; »’j

. Gee. 29. lots l,3 ,NE' ,i.e «S NW %  an dG ^:
^G E? '0 ’ ,O 1 * 1 ‘ 3 ’ 3 ’ ** N ^ 6 E '^ ***•"&

Gee. 31. lo ts 1 ,2 ,3 .4  and EUEV4;Gee. 32. All ; * n

Se e.  33 , Al l;
Gee. 34. lo ts  1 .2 ,3  an d 4. >

T.O N.. R. 3 W . A ll.
T . 1(1 N. . I t. 3 W., A ll.
T . 11 N.. It. 3 W„ /.  ..
T . 12 N .. R .3  V,’.. All .
T . 11 N.. R . 4 W..

Se e.  1. lo ts  1. 2, 3. 4. 6. SSX E',4  and GE'/, ;
Gee 12. lot.-, 1, 2. 3. 4.  NE'A. GEJi NW ti . 

i.n db E' ,4; z *
Gcr. 13. lot* l,  a. 3. E li , E' /.W tl and 

iA V lib W '.u
Sec . 14. l o t i ;
See . 23. lo ts  1 .2 . 3. 4 an d 5:

• Gee. 24.  lo ts  1, 2. 3. 4 an d W .iN U.
T. 12N .. R .4 W ..

Sec . 12, lot J 1 en d 2; 
rec . 13. lo ts  1. 2 .3 , 4 a nd  E li :  
i  c e. 2 4. lo ts  1 .9 .3 .4  an d E lj E '/ ,;
Gee.  25. lo ts  1 ,2 ,3 . 4 an d E 'S E li ;
Gee.  3C. lo ts  1. 2.  3 .4  andE >ZE>,:.

T. U N .. R . 1C V/.. W li .
T. n N „ R . 17 W „ Al l.
T .« N „ R . 10 W.. AH.
T . B N. . R. 10 W.. All .
T. 10 N , R. 19 W.. A ll.
T. 11 N .. II. 19 W.. G y, .
T.O  N.. R. 20  W.. All.
T . I ON ., R . 20 W..AI1.
T . 11 H ..K .2 0 W .,S ', i.
T.O N.. R.21  W.. A ll.
T. O N. . It. 21 W„ All.
T. IO N. . R .21  W.. Al l.
T . 11 N ., 11 .21 V /. ,S ’i .

‘i

3. The  depa rtmenta l order Of July 8, 
1931. withdrawing the  unreserved and 
otherwise undisposed of lands  In tno 
following-described townships. In old of 
leg isla tion . Is hereby revoked:
Hr w Me xic o Pr.iscirA L Meridian, N ew  M ex ico  • 
To.V.’ lO. and  11 N .. R .2  W. ,
To. 0 .1 0 .1 1 .1 8 . m id 10 N .. R . 3 V7. a
Tm. 0. 10. 11, en d 1C to  21 N.. It. 4 W„ Inc h ' 
T». 2 an d 1C to 21 N „ R. 6 V.’.. i nel .
'l a. 2, 3. 1.<1 10 t o 22 N„ R G V.'.. tl .e l.
'ia . 3 .3 , 4 ..m l t I : J N . I. 7 W.. Inc h 
’. A 17 to 27 N . R. I. W , I i.i l.

17 h. .. . . It. I. W . H al.
1.1 la IS :. . .1. 10 In, I.

Ta.  11 a . N  . It 11 \V„ IIK H 
Ta. 13 Io 24 r. . It. 12 \V . H.c l.
Ta 14 W) 2a N., R. 13 W.. Ine l .
N 'j  T. 0 h..tl  r'I c.i Ta. 7 Vo 10 an d 14 VO 1 sj 

< N . 11. 14 V.'.. in e l. .
N' ,i T  C l>:.n Ml <>; Ta. 7 to  10 an d IS and 16

N .R . 15 V.'., in ch
Ta. 7. 8. B. 10. IS. and 1C N .. R . 16 W.
Ta. 13 Vo 1C N .. R. 17 V.'.. Ine l.
Ts. 12 to  14 H„ R. 1(1 W.. Ine l.
Ta . 11 Vo 1C N. . R. 10 W.. Ine l.
Ta. 11 to  ION.. R .2 0W .. IncL.
Ta. 12 to 10 K.. R. 21 W.. I ne l.

O ila and  Galt R iv m  Mi i u u k , Arizona 
Ta. 20 a nd  31 N.. R .27 E.
Ta . 10. 20.  nnd 21 N.. R  20 E.
Ta.  10 to  23 H . R. 20 E„ Ine l.
Ts. 10 VO 23 N. . R. 33 E.. Inch  
Ta. 21. 23. e nd  23 N., R . 31 E.

c

, / . ’he are as desc ribed a gg Te -^c a p p ro x -\  
/  lm..tely  4.000.&00 ac res .

/  4. Subje ct to val id righ ts  exi stin g cn  I
I Septe mb er 1, 1530, u r.d duly m ai n ta in ed ,/
V  ..

(7
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i! •*» fc' Iowl ng -descri bc d la nds.  rc lln- 
C’.kh ed  an d reconveyed to  th e Un ite d 
r  ,.e.* in  ex ch an ge s mad e purs uant to 
l. .r  Ar t of M arch  3. 1921 (41 S lo t.  1225- 
’ :• 5) a - •• hereby tempo ra ri ly  w ithd raw n 
fv.' v. nil form s of ap pro priat io n unde r 
V • p' .b fic la nd  law s, includ ing th e m in - 

;•«<! jt r.c ral  lea sin g law s, bu t ex­
ec »r.r g ex ch an ge s unde r th e sa id  Act of 
T. .-ich  ?. 1921. fo r In di an  us e In  ai d of 
j . ip crc d  leg isl ati on  an d of a land  co n-  
re; u n io n  an d ex ch an ge  pro gr am  to r.d - .. 
it. : N iv aj o I ndia n  la nd  m at te rs  In New 
Mexico , an d to  stab ili ze  N av ajo In dia n  • 
J-.r.d use an d no n- Ir .d ia n la nd  use In

• nt ec s t  jts id e o f a nd in  t he  v ic in ity  o f t he
In dia n  Res erva tio n in  New 

•* M ex it j.  Pe nd ing en ac tm en t of  su ch  
k  • .'J .it .on,  th e Co mm iss ion er of  In dia n

• Ai f.n rs sh al l ad m in is te r th e la nds:

•  7 . 17N ..R
t era. 1 .3 . 11;
: re la . N ft . S E ft :

• fe e 23. N ft . S E ft :
1.  ct Cj. 27. and 3S.

T . *.7N H O W ..
t rc . 17. lot * 1. 2.  9.  4. W ftE f t  and W ft ;

J cc* 29* lo u  1.2.  9 .4 . W ft E f t  a n d W ft ;
; fe e . 31.f t . i &n .. r .o w„

I  re. 7. lots 1 .2 .3 . 4. E ft  W ft  and  W ft S E ft ; 
fe e . 53. l f t  and  E ft  W ft ;

• •  te e. l7 .6 f tE W ft  o n d S ft ;
,* «s . 19. 21. 23. and 2ft.

. T . i t  N .R . 7 W M
' . rt e .7 ;
; L(C. t«. N Tft  and 6 f t ;
I Ic e*.  13.1 7.
• T . 15 N ..R . 7 W „

Fee .2 1 .N ft  and 8 W ft.
T . IC N .R  7 W.,

f e e .  1 .3.  5. 7.11 . and 17; 
f ec. SO. Ic-.a 3.4 . E h S W J i and Eft? 
fe c i 21 .23. and 31;
U c SXSWft .

7 .1 7  It  b W..
l era 17. 13 .23 . and 31.

7 .  I fcN  . lt .f c W ,
r^e.  3;
fee . 5. NE ft  and 6 W ft;  
lc c .7 . h ’.V ft a r.d S E ft ; 
i ec.O. NV. f t  and S f t l 
L'C  11.

7 .  13 N . R. 8 W„ 
fe e . l:
Sec. 3 .NW>;  and S ft ;
See 0. Eft  SW ft  and  E ft ;
Sera 11. 13. IS.  an d 10; 
fee.  2 1 .S ft £ E ft :
S<ea 23. 25. 27. 2 0.33 . and 3ft.

7 .2 0  N . I t to W „ 
fe e . 1;
See 3. N ft  o n d S W ft ; 
bee. 0;
i ec 11. N ft  and SW%; 
see.13.
le e. 1ft. NW ft  and S ft ;
Sec*. 23. 25 .27,  an d3 S.

T . 21 N ..R .C  W..
fee s 23.25. 27. and 35.

7. 13 N ..H  0 W..
S -e«.3. 11. 13. 1ft. 23.25 , 27. and 3ft. 

T.VU  N .R  0 V/..

.s<c. 7. le u  1.3 . E ftS W ft  an d E ft;  
t - c . t

.  UC. lT .N f t . •

T. 20 N.. R. 10 W, 
Bee. 1.

T. 21 V.. R. 10 W. 
8 .-  “J.

T. 13 ? -R . 11 W .
See. 3. lo u  1 and 2. B ft N E ft  and 8ft ; 
te c . 11;
See. 13. Sf tN E ft ;  Sft  N W ft  an d S E ft .

T . 15 N  .. R.  11W..
See*. 1.3.  5 .7 .0.11.13. an d 17;
Sec. 19. W ft ;
Sec. 21;
Sec. 23. N W ft  and S ft ; •
Sees. 25. 23. and 31.

T . 10N.. R. 11 VA.
Sees. 1 .3 . 5 .7 . and 9;
Ecc. 11. K V /f t and 8 ft;
Secs. 13. 15. 17. 19. 21. 23. 25. 27. 29. 91. S3.

and 35.
T . 17 N.. R . 11 W..

6-ca. 3. 5. 7^ 9. 11. 13. and 15;
8ec. 17. N W ft  and Sft :
Sect . 19. 21. 23. 25. 37. 29. 31. 59. and St. T . 11 N .. R . 10 W.

T .2 1 N ..R . 11 W.
Scca. ft and 7.

T . 10 N ..n . 12 W ,
Sec. 3. E ft  and  SWftJ
Sec*, ft. 7. 0. 1ft. 17. 19. 91. 37. 39. 91. 3ft.

T . 10 N..  R.  13 W „
Sec. 1:
6cc. 3. N ft  and 8E ft ;
Seca. 6 and 7;
Sec. 9. N W ft  and S ft ;
Secs. 11. 13. 1ft. 17. 19. 31. 33. 3ft. 37. 39. 

and 91;
Sec. 33. E ft;
Sec. 35.

7. 21 N.. R . 12 
Sec. 1.

T .2 3 N ..  R . 13 W „
6cca. 2ft. 27.33 . and 38.

• T . 17N ..R . 13
Sec. 1:
6ec. 3. E ft;
Sec. 6. W  ft  and 6 E ft ;
Seca. 7. 9. 11.13 . and 1ft;
Sec. 17. N Eft  and 6 f t ;
Sees. 1 9 ,3 1.2 3. 25 .2 7.2 9, 31. 99.  and 9ft.

T . 19 N.. R . 13 W „
Sees. 1. 3. ft. 7. 9. 11. 13. It . 17. 19. 39. 

25 .27.31 . and 3ft.
T .2 1  N.. R. 13 W. .

Sees. 3. ft. 0. 11. 13. and 16;
Sec. 17. N ft  an d S E ft ;
Sees. 10: 2 1 .2 3 .2ft. 27. and 29;
Sec. 31. NW ft and 6 f t ;
Seca. 33 and 3ft.

7. 22 N.. R. 13 W „
Sec. l .N W ft ;
Sec. S.S WftJ 
Sec. ft;
See. 7. lota 3 and 4. E ft S W ft  andS Eft ;

“Sec 11. NW ft  and 8 f t ;
6ec. 13. N E ft . N E ft6 W ft. N ft6 E ft , and 

B EftS Eft ;
Sec. 1ft. NE ft ;
Sees. 17 and 19; • '
Sec. 23 N ft  an d S W ft ;
Sec. 27. DW ft ;
_ j . 20;
Sec. 31. lots 1. 2.  and I .  E ftN W ft.  N E ft  

S W ft .a n d  E f t j
Secs. 33 and 35.

T . 23 N .. R. 13 W M
S c c .2 i. S ft;
Secs. 25 .27.  29 ,31. and 35.

(T .7 N .. R . 15 W..
\  Seca. 7,19.  an d 31.
7 .7 N .. R . 10 W.. .*

Ceea. 1. 3. 5. 7. 9. 11. 13. 1ft. 17. 19. 31.
------  25 .2 7. 20. 31 .3 3, and 16. ,

T . 19 N.. R- 17 W.,
Dec. 3. lota 1 .3 .9 . and 4. W ftW ft;
Sec. 6. 8 f t N f t  and 8 f t ;
Leo, 9, li f t .  W’/J i  W ft . and

T . 1917.. R.  10 W ,
See. 1;
Sec. ft. lota 1 and  2. S ft N E ft  an d B Z ft i 
See. 11 .N ft  and S Eft ;
Sec.13;
Sec. IS .N ftN ft  and 8% ;
See. 23;
See. 25. N ft  and N ft  S ft  J .
Sec. 27. N ft  and SEft ;
Sec. 3ft.

T . U N ..  R. 10 W„
See. l;
Sec. 3. S ft ;
Sect . 7. 9.1 1. a nd 13;
Sec. IS. N ft  and N ftS f t l  
Sec. 17;
Sec. 19. Eft:
See. 21.  W ft  and S Eft ;
-Secs. 23 .25. and 27;
Sec. 20, N Eft  and S ft ;
Sec. 31;
Sec 33. NEft  and 6% .

Secs. 6 a 
T . 14 N .R . 10 W..

Sec. l .S f t ;
Sect . 9 and ft;
Sec. 7. lots 3 and 4. E ft S W ft  and S Eft ;
See. 9. W ft E ft  a n d W ft ;
Seca. 11 and 13;
6ec. 16. W ft W ft;
Bee. 17. N Eft  and S ft;
Sec. 10. lots  3 and  4. E ft S W ft  and E ft ;
Sect . 21.  23. 25. an<4 27;
Sec. 20. N Eft  and S ft;
6ees. 31. 33. and 35.

T . 15 N..  R. 19 W..
Sec. 7 . lo U 1 and 2, E ftN W ft and E ft ;

. Sec. 17, W ft N W ft.
T . 11 N  . R . 20 WM

6ec. 1;
Sec. 3. lo U 1 and 2. S ft N E ft  and 8 f t :
Secs. ft. 7. 9 .1 1 .1 9 .1ft, and 17.

T . 13 N .R .  20 W .,
Sees. 20 and 33. .•* •

T . 13 N .R . 20 VZ,
6ec. 1;
Sec. 3. lo u  1. S ftN E ft . S E ft N W ft . and 3 f t ;
Sera. 6.7 .0 . and 11;
6?c. 13. N ’/,  and S Eft ;

' Sec. 1ft. NW ft  and 6 f t ;  *
Sec. 17;
Sec. 10. N ft  and S W ft ;
Sees. 21 and 23;
See. 25. N ' N W ft . S ’ JS W ft . and f T f t ;
Bee. 27. E ft . N ft N W ft. b U ft N W ft . and 

• SW ft S W ft ;
Sec. 20;
Sec. 31. lots 1.2 .3 . and 4 .E f tW ft .

T . 14 N .R . 20 W..
Sec. 3, leas rlg hU -o f-way  AT &S F Ry . and 

Fed eral  Aid  Tro jcc t FA P 70 -B;
See. ft;
Seo. 7. lest  R /W  ATASF  R y. and llanuel ito  

Pipel ine ;
Sec. 9. lesa R/W  ATASP Ry4  
6 c e .i l:
Sec. 1 3 .W ft ;
6cc. 1ft. Icr.a R /W  and Fed eral  Aid Pro ject 

FA P7 0- D;
Sec. 17. less Ra /W  AT A3P Ry„  FAP 70-D  

and M onue llto P ipeline;
See. 19. leas Ra/W  ATASF Ry .. Station  

Grounds.  FA P 7ft-D , and Manuelito 
Pipeline;

Sec. 21;
6ec.2 3.W ft E ft  an d W ft ;
Seca. 2ft and  27;
See. 20. N ft  and O Wft;
Crc. 81. 1cm  Ra/W  ATAS7 Ry^ FAP 70-B:  
Seo. 33. E ’t  and  W ft W ft l 
P49,  95«
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T. 1$ ?:. n ?o
J. J .7. 9. 11. 13. H. 17 »n d  jj .

i cc sj.sw *,;: 
i 'f r.  75 .27.  And 29:
i • 31. lr»* IV W  ATASP  R - ,  Manuallto

r«r~:i»»e;

identif ied  i..  . . ,s til ai .v ics pc c-
tlv e cat cco ik- ,. The  publlo domain  
lan ds  were opened by a Bureau of  Land 
7 ,2 nJt2£m c n t  o r d e r  o f November 18.1053 
<18 P R . 7490-7407).

®. Th e lands In the  wi thdrawal o f July  
8. 1931. descr ibed In p aracraph 3 of this 
order h ave been Included In other  orders 
of re vocatio n or have been  otherwise dis ­
posed of.  with th e except ion  of th e 
fohowinc -dcscr ibcd lands:
T .1 H . .H . ow„

See. 0. lo t  3 and SE K H W ’X .

. 7 ; ??.e  I a ”,d s  *' l t h d l a w ‘> by p aracraph 
4 of th is  order ore  el l within the revo­
ca tio n made by paracrap h 1. The  ob­
jecti ve  of  paracrap h 4 of th is order Is 
to  establish  lo r re ady  referen ce the  land s 
st il l remnlniogr In the  withdraw al 
created by the order of  September 1. 
in?? ' a n d ,‘o  «to b ll sl , with cer tain ty,  
without reference  to  oth er sources, the  
Identi ty of  th ose  lands,  nt the  same time 
rel eas ing  from the  with drawal  mad e 
by the  order of September 1. 1039, all 
Janas  no longer  with drawn for  its pur­
poses. because disposed of  by exchange 
or o therwise.

8. Begin nin g at  10;00  a.m. on Octo­
ber 1, I960, th e lands In sec tion  C. T . 2 
N. , R. 6 W., descr ibed in paragraph 6 
of th is order,  shal l be open to applic a­
tion, petit ion , locatio n and sele ctio n,

. u nder applicable nonmlncral public  
land  laws, subje ct to valid exi sting  
rights , the  requ irem ents  of applicable  
law , and  th e six -m on ths preference 
li g h t filing period cranted to  the  Stato 
of  New M exico, by subs ection (c)  of  s ec ­
tio n 2 of the a . : of Aug ust 27, 1958 (72 
St at . 928; 43 VS .C. 05 1-2) .

9. The lan ds  described in  paragraph
6 sha ll be ope n to  locatio n under the  
Un ited  St at es  mining  laws and to app li­
cat ion s and  otters  under the  mineral 
leasin g laws at  10:00 a.m. on  February 25, 
19C1. M i n i n g  locatio ns mado prior 
the reto s ha ll be invalid.

• 10. Inquiries con cernin g th e -lnnds 
shall  bo address ed to the Manager. Land  
Office. Bureau of Land Managem ent. 
Sa nt a Fe . Ne w Mexico.

K o c h  E x n s t .
Ass ist an t Se cr etar y of the in te rio r.  
A ug ust 2G, I960.

IP -R. Doo. GO-S230; Fi led,  Sept. 2, I960*
•  :47 Aja.1

s ^ t - 9  .
' / - J - L ' ,

L * ;;  **. ?o , s  1 lh T O U 3h  • • 1»«U  8HKS 14 and

e* te ..  u ’f.ndU:
' 15 lota  1 .2 . J. an d 4 .E ' i .

~  15 R. 21 < „
i  e.-. I;
L  * C**' - ° U  1  l h f 0 U s h  *• t o c l -  an d
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Former Raljroad Land Reeonvcyed to  United St at es  of  America In Exchanges and Admln lotercd by Bureau of  Indian A ff air s purouant Pub lic Land Order 219 3, In Ramah-Navajo Community.

T. 7 M., R. 15 W.

Sac tlon
7

19
33

Acres
644 .56
642 .56  
636 .83

1,9 23.95
T. 7 K ., R. 16 W.

Se ct ion
1
3
5
7
9

11
13
15
17
19
21
23
25
27
29
31
33
35

Acres
637 .28
632.72
636.12
625 .36
640 .00
640.00
640 .00
640 .00
640.00
623 .76
640.00
640.0 0
640 .00
640.00
640 .00
626.2 4
640.00
640 .00

TOTAL
11,461 .40

13,385.43

J

5 4 -9 9 9  0 - 8 0 - 1 7
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Mr. Crull. Mr. Chairman, my name is Jan  Crull. My exact position 
with the Ramah Navajo Band is described on page 25 of this particu lar 
supplement of documentation.

I do not have a prepared statement. Wha t I am going to do is give 
you an overview. Firs t of all, when i t comes to historical background, <
the Ramah Navajos have been in th at area since 1540 when they came 
down to aid the Zunis in their  defense against Coronado.

When they made their great  trek back from their period of de­
tainment in 1868, they returned to this part icular area and have been >
living in tha t area since. I should point  out tha t they have been living 
on those parcels of land which, of course, are in question.

Init ial requests were made for a to tal transfer  bill in 1973. In  1974, 
a bill was introduced on the House side, H.R. 15002, by Manuel Lujan.
On April 24, 1974, you had on the Senate side S. 3368, and it was co­
sponsored by Mr. Montoya and Mr. Domenici. In 1975, once again, the 
bill was introduced by Mr. Domenici as S. 2072 and on the House side 
by Mr. Runnels, H.R. 8533. Once again, it was introduced in 1977,
H.R. 8318, by Mr. Lujan.

On all these occasions, the bill was indeed introduced and then 
referred to the Committee on Inte rior and Insu lar Affairs both on 
the Senate and also on the House side.

In 1978 once again, in late fall, requests were made to the various 
members of the New Mexico congressional delegation to introduce 
this par ticular bill. As you can see, we are here today.

I should point out to you tha t over the past 7 years, the Ramah 
Navajo have, in this part icular instance, been victims of undefined 
circumstances. What you will find is this. My involvement began in 
the early par t of J uly  of this year. We received a response from Mr.
Domenici which was dated  in  January, and it notes tha t he is all for 
the bill. However, he also needs to have a bill introduced on the 
House side. I  actually had to ascertain where this par ticu lar bill was 
because, initially, Mr. Lujan was going to introduce it.

However, because the Ramah area falls in the jurisdiction of Mr.
Runnels, he had a meeting with Mr. Lujan and stated tha t he would 
introduce the bill.

Wha t you will find, when you look at this supplement tha t I have 
just  handed to you, on pages 1 through  5, are certain  letters to Mr.
George Ramonis, the legislative coordinator for Senator Pete 
Domenici. In  speaking with him, I found a positive response. He said 
the Senator would, indeed, introduce the bill ; however, he needed to 
have Mr. Runnels introduce it on the House side.

Pages 6 through 20, more or less, show my dealings with Mr. Run­
nels’ office, and, as I said, there was a general hesitancy on his part.
More so, he was very pessimistic. I should point out to vou th at the 
reasons were : The general clima te; there was an antinative American c
attitude  in the United States; and there were already too many bills 
pending. Mind you, this figure was certainly  inflated every time I 
contacted him. Fir st of all, we had a figure of something like 300; 
then it moved to 5,000; the last time we saw his administ rative as- (sistant, we were told—and Mr. Bennie Cohoe was along with me— 
tha t there were 20,000 bills.

Anyway, the bill was finally introduced on the  House side.
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On page 23 onwards, you will find tha t I have certain letters to various Members of Congress making them aware of the Ramah bill. You received a copy of tha t, along with many other Members of Con­gress. The reason was that I wanted other people to know about this part icula r bill. At this point, I do want to thank the various admin­istrat ive assistants and legislative aides of various congressional of ­fices for  their work and support because, if it were not for them, we would not be here today.
In this par ticu lar letter, I mentioned tha t I would be preparing another letter  which would show the singularity of the Ramah Navajo bill. This is found on pages 26 through 29. So, i f you do not mind, Senator, would you please turn to that  ?
What you will find there is, basically, the rationale for support of the title tran sfer  to  the Ramah Band. It is an 11-point statement. It  actually becomes a 12-point statement, and this is more or less in regard  to an argument that was posed by Mr. Runnels.One of the reasons he was so very reluctant to introduce the bill this year was t hat  we had a question of mineral rights. If  you will please note, on page 28, we have a statement; it is a precis, summary, or whatever you want to call it, and it more or less gives you an indi­cation of the various geological surveys tha t were taken in the area and, of course, the statement  from the Bureau of Mines and Dep art­ment of the Inter ior. Please note that this, of course, is substant iated in an update that you requested from the Bureau of Land Manage­ment people which is found in this other  black-bound supplement of documentation on page 25.
This part icular letter  I  p repared, rea lizing tha t I was not a Ramah Navajo, was prepared with Mr. Cohoe’s name on top, and this, more or less, became the basis of his letters tha t are found, again  in the black- bound supplement, on pages 2,3, and 34 through  37.In addition  to tha t, you will also find here, a t the very end, updates and requests to the BIA and, of course, to the BLM. I believe you have copies of those.
Last, but not least, once again,  I  pointed out to the various individ­uals who were members of your staff the following. Please turn  to page 33. In addition to the 12 points tha t were made in the lette r of August  13, I  should also point out—and this is more or less a reitera­tion of what Mr. Mills said—that  this is not a merit ti tle t rans fer bill. If  enacted, not only will this bill give approximately 400 Ramah Navajos out of a total of  2,300 some form of legal right s to lands that they have been living on for generations—lands also within the boundaries of the Ramah Navajo Reservation—but it will also make these 400 people eligible for BIA services which they now’ lack.Therefore, I am making  a request to  you th at you now consider this par ticu lar statement I  have made and the various  other statements  and realize that  our endeavors, the endeavors of the various congressional aides, et cetera, for  these people have been for  a good cause. I conclude with that .
If  you have any questions, feel free to ask.Senator  Melcher. Mr. Paul,  wre have your statement  which, with­out objection, will be made a part of the record at this point.[Materia l follows:]
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T H E  N A V A JO  N A T IO N
W IN D O W  R O C K  N A VA JO  N A TIO N  IA R IZ O N A I 8 6 5 1 5

PETER MCDON AL D
CHAIRMAN. NAVAJO TRIBAL COUNCIL
I

FRANK E. PAUL
VICI CHAIRMAN. NAVAJO TRIBAL COUNCIL

STATEMENT 0^ FRANK E. PAUL, VICE-CHAIRMAN,
THE NAVAJO TRIBAL COUNCIL 

BEFORE THE
SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

UNITED STATES SENATE
ON S. 1730, TO PLACE CERTAIN LANDS IN 

TRUST FOR THE RAMAH BAND OF THE NAVAJO TRIBE 
NOVEMBER 20, 1979

Chairman Melcher, Members of the Senate Select Committee
and Staff:

I would like to express mv gratitude to the Senate Sel­

ect Committee for the invitation to appear before the Senate 

Select Committee today and for the Committee taking the time 

to schedule hearings on this important subject.

I appear before the Senate Select Committee today as 

Vice-Chairman of the Navajo Tribal Council, and in that posi­

tion expressing the endorsement and support of the entire Navajo 

Nation for Senate Bill 1730. It also gives me a great personal 

pleasure because I was born and grew up in the Ramah Navajo 

Community, and I know how important this legislation is to the 

present and future of that community.
S. 1730 involves 21 sections of land that were withdrawn 

for Indian use in 1960 from the general public domain by the 

Secretary of Interior's Public Land Order Number 2198. Since 

then, and for many prior years, the Ramah Band of tie Navajo

s

c
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Tribe has used this land, which is administered by the Bur­
eau of Indian Affairs, without interruption or disturbance. 
However, despite the Ramah Ba nd ’s long standing recognized 
use of this land, it has technically remained U. S. Govern­
ment land. S. 1730 will end this ambiguity by transferring 
title to' these 21 sections to the United States to be held 
in trust for the Ramah Band of the Navajo Tribe.

The lands to be transferred are not new lands for the 
Community. It is the land which has been settled by the 
Navajo Tribal members. The lands to be transferred are not 
lands rich in minerals and other valuable substances. The 
lands to be transferred are only good for livestock grazing, 
already used by the Tribe, and this land is part of the tradi­
tional lands of the Tribe.

Restrictions on use of public land prohibit improvements 
other than those of a temporary nature. According to the re­
cent census, there are 66 families or 322 people living in 
this area. They are unable to construct permanent homes and 
other improvements which are necessary if these families are 
to attempt to establish a standard of living and a lifestyle 
consistent with that of other Timericans.

The existence of these lands in their present uncertain 
status also precludes the Ramah Band of Navajo from carrying 
on comprehensive land use planning and from undertaking range 
management practices which are a necessity if the Ramah Navaj 
Community is to continue to flourish.

J

v>



The Ramah Community is part of the Nav.ijo Reservation, 

yet its unique history and its unique traditions and its 

unique geographical separation from the main Navajo Reser­

vation argue for the taking of this land, not in the name of 

the Navajo Nation, but in the name of the Ramah Band of the 

Navajo Tribe which already has lands in its own name, provid­

ed by Act of Congress.
The total Ramah Community population consists of over 

1,800 people. Thanks to the generous help of the late Senator 

Clinton P. Anderson and the late Senator Joseph M. Montoya, 

the Community enjoys the fruits of a new Community school and 

new Clinic and housing development, and has been able to work 

together to be a cohesive Community, moving forward in the 

best traditions of the Navajo Tribe and of the United States.

By placing these 21 sections in trust, the 322 members of the 

Ramah Band living there will finally be able to fully share in 

the fruits and sense of community. They will be able to enjoy 

such basic amenities as decent housing with running water, 

electricity, and sanitation facilities. The ability to im­

prove their roads and establish a transportation system in the 

area will help assure the delivery of a good education to their 

children and health care for their elderly.

New, I ask for your help as a Senate Select Committee 

and with the continuing help of the distinguished Senior Sena­

tor frem New Mexico, the Honorable Pete Domenici, a long 

cherished dream of the Community —  for land consolidation 

and land planning —  can become a reality.

Mr. Chairman and Committee members, I urgently solicit 

your support for this important legislation and stand ready 

to answer any questions you might have concerning this or 

the Ramah Community or the Navajo Nation as a whole.

Thank you.
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Senator Melcher. Would you care to summarize it?
Mr. P aul. Yes, sir.
Chairman Melcher, and members of the select committee, and staff,I would like to express my gratitude to you for the invi tation to tes tify here, and I would like to thank the committee for taking the time to schedule this very important hearing on th is important land matter.I appear before this committee today as vice chairman of the Navajo Tribal Council. The position of the tribe is a very supportive endorse­ment of th is Senate bill 1730. I t also gives me great pleasure to inform you tha t I was born and grew up in Ramah. From tha t standpoint, I know the importance of  this  Senate  bill 1730, what it means now, and would mean to the people in tha t community.
The subject in Senate bill 1730 involves 21 sections t hat  have been withdrawn for Indian use, as has been reported in other  documents in 1960, from the general public domain by the Secretary’s own order, Public Land Order No. 2198. Since then, and for many years pr ior to that, the Ramah Navajo Band has used this land. The land has been administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
However, the question here is th at the Navajo people sett led on this land p rior to 1864, which is quoted elsewhere. They are users and own­ers of this land. However, technically, the land remains with the U.S. Government. It  would serve only the proper  purpose if Senate bill 1730 is acted on, passed, and becomes law. I t will end this ambiguity by tr ans ferr ing ti tle to these 21 sections of land to the United  States to be placed in t rus t for the Ramah Band of the Navajo Tribe. Tha t is the essence of our message here.
The Navajos, as I have said, have used this land—no one else is using it. Today, it is reserved for them, but they cannot properly and adequately settle on the land  with permanent homes. So, today we have a new school, the community is being improved, but people are still living in very substandard homes. Many of the children live in these homes, yet these homes cannot receive electricity or running water, and the roads to these homes cannot be improved. Oftentimes, it makes it very difficult for the children to attend  school on a regula r basis.It  is only proper tha t the Ramah Band of Navajos be allowed to gain control of th is land so tha t they can utilize the land properly.I  would like to think, too, th at the Ramah Navajo are p lanning to develop a land-use plan and comprehensive community development plan to do what they would like, like communities in other part s of the State, to make proper use of the land. They cannot do it  now be­cause of the land status.
As far  as the big Navajo Reservation is concerned, we recognize tha t the Ramah Band of Navajos is geographically separated from the main Navajo Reservation, and the Ramah Band of Navajos on its own is doing the best it can to develop itself, and in this regard  the Big Navajo supports the Ramah Band of Navajo.
In summary, I would just  like to let you know that,  previous to now, the late Senator  Clinton P. Anderson and the late Senator  Joseph M. Montoya have given thei r support to this community. It  is because of these efforts that  the community enjoys the fruits of a new com­munity school, a new clinic, and some housing development. The community has been able to work together and is working together in the best tradi tion of the Navajo Tribe and of these United States.
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Now, 1 ask for the help of the Senate Select Committee on Indian 
Affairs and the help of the senior Senator from the State of New 
Mexico, the Honorable Pete Domenici, so tha t the Ramah Navajo 
Band’s cherished dream will continue to grow. Tha t is, with Senate 
bill 1730, the lands in the Ramah community will be consolidated so 
that the people can plan the land for the best use and place themselves 
in a better economic position. It  is for these reasons, Mr. Chairman 
and committee members, tha t I urgently solicit your support for this 
very important legislation and stand ready to answer any questions 
you might have concerning this or the Ramah Navajo community.

Thank you.
Senator Melcher. I have received a le tter from P eter  MacDonald, 

chairman, Navajo Tr ibal Council, in support of S. 1730, which I  now 
place in the record.

[The lette r follows:]
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P E T E R  M a c D O N A L D  
CHAIRMAN

T H E  N A V A J O  N A T I O N
W IN D O W  R O C K , A R IZ O N A  8 6 5 1 5

OCT 11  1979

Dea r S e n a to r  M elc h er:

Ho use B i l l ,  H.R.  500 3,  an d S en a te  B i l l ,  S.  17 30 , hav e been  r e in t r o d u c e d  t h i s  y e a r  r e q u e s t in g  t h a t  t i t l e  to  c e r t a i n  la n d  in  th e  S ta te  o f  New M ex ico be  h e ld  in  t r u s t  f o r  th e  Ramah Band o f  th e  N av aj o T r ib e . T he se  tw en ty -o n e  s e c t i o n s ,  hav e n u r tu re d  th e  l i v e s  o f  th e  Ramah N av aj o p e o p le  f o r  more th a n  100  y e a r s .  T h is  la n d  h as c r a d le d  t h e i r  ho m es , fe d  t h e i r  l i v e s to c k ,  an d i s  th e  do main o f  th e  e ld e r s  an d c h i ld r e n .

As Ch ai rm an  o f  th e  N av ajo  N a ti o n , I  w h o le h e a r te d ly  s u p p o r t an d e n d o rse  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w hi ch  w i l l  t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  to  th e  Ramah Band o f  th e  N av aj o T r ib e . I  se ek  you r p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  an d su p p o r t in  l e g i s l a t i n g  t h i s  j u s t  an d r i g h t f u l  a c t io n .
Yo ur s u p p o r t an d i n t e r e s t  in  o u r man y co n c e rn s  i s  a p p r e c ia te d ,  now an d in  th e  f u tu r e .

V er y t r u l y  y o u r s ,

P e te i 
Nav aj  i

cD o n a ld , Ch ai rm an  
r i b a l  C o u n c il

The H onora b le  Jo hn M elc her 
Cha irm an , S e le c t  Com mitt ee  

on In d ia n  A f f a i r s  
U n it e d  S ta te s  S en a te
Room 44 0,  R u s s e l l  S e n a te  O ff ic e  B u il d in g  
W ash in g to n , D.C.  20515
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Senator Melcher. Pauline Kafal ito, may we have your testimony, 
and would Nancy Alonzo interpret it?

[Testimony is given by Pauline Kafalito  in the Navajo language 
and translated, as follows, by Ms. Alonzo:]

Ms. Alonzo. Mr. Chairman and members of the Senate Select Com- A
mittee on Indian Affairs, thank you for the opportuni ty to allow me W
to make these statements of our needs.

My name is Pauline  Kafalito , and I am a member of the Ramah 
Band of Navajos. I live on the land that is the subject of this bill xbefore you today. The land is called the Ramah Navajo Community 
and is isolated from the Navajo reservation. Many people reside on 
the land and graze their  livestock on the land.

I want to explain tha t we have always used and occupied and still 
do presently live on the land. Many of us were born there, and we 
love th is land. We do not  wish to live anywhere else. I n fact, the rest 
of the area tha t makes up the Ramah  Reservation is already popu­
lated, and because we have lived on this land, we feel that the land 
is rightfu lly ours.

We did not know tha t the land did not belong to us. We became 
aware of  this only af ter we learned tha t we could not receive benefits 
under Federa l programs tha t would allow us to construct new homes 
or to improve them in any way.

We want and need running  wa ter and electricity, but we were told 
that we could not get these improvements. The roads are bad, and 
during the winter school buses for  our  children have a hard time. We 
want and need better roads. There are many other benefits which we 
do not get. and wish to receive. This  is the wish of all the people tha t 
live on th is affected land. Therefore , I  ask th at you suppor t th is bill.

We want the title  of the land to be placed in trus t fo r us—those who 
are members of the Ramah Band  of Navajos. I ask that  you authorize 
the return  of our ancestral lands for  our continued use.

Thank you.
Mr. Chavez Cohoe. Air. Chairman and members of the committee, 

my name is Chavez Cohoe. I  want to thank you for this  opportun ity 
to speak to you on behalf of my people. I am here to ask your com­
mittee to support my people in th eir request to pu t in t rus t 21 sections 
of land presently administered by the BIA  pursuant to Public Land 
Order 2198 to the Ramah Band of Navajos.

Because of the present land status, my people living  on this land 
do not have much needed services. I f th is transfer of land is approved, 
my people and thei r children will have improved opportunities for 
a better life.

This request can be granted  by you. So, my people will be grea tly 
appreciative of your concern for human life.

Again, I  request your full support  for my people’s needs.
Thank you, Air. Chairman. ia
Senator  Melcher. Thank you, Air. Cohoe.
Larry  Manuelito?
Air. Manuelito. Air. Chairman, my name is Larry  Manuelito, and 

I am the executive di rector of the Ramah Navajo School Board.
I will not take up tha t much of the committee’s time here. What I 

will do is reiterate some of the  statements tha t have been made here, 
especially in regard to the educational effect on those children who 
reside on that land.
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Mr. Chairman, there is a document in the testimony submitted for record tha t has statements in reference to the educational effects on those students. There are a number of students who attend the Pine Hill School, which is the school that serves the Ramah Navajo people who come from tha t area. In fact, 40 percent of the children who are in the special education program in our school reside in that area.
We feel th at because of the home life and because of the shortcom­

ings they have in terms of not being able to have improved housing and having to miss so many days of school—because there are no good roads there—there is a great effect on the education of the children who reside on that  land. We feel that  if Senate bill 1730 is approved, there are many kinds of  services that can be provided to these families and their  children and tha t with this, we hope, will come much im­
proved education for the youngsters who live in tha t area. That is why we ask for your support of passage of this bill.

Thank  you.
Senator  Melcher. J err y Pino?
Mr. P ino. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the commit­

tee. My name is Jerry  Pino, Sr. I am a member of the Navajo Tribal Council. I  represent the Ramah Band of the Navajo community.
I want to thank you for letting me speak to you today on Senate bill 1730 which would give lands to the Ramah Navajo to call our own.
As far  back as I can remember, the people of the Ramah, N. Mex., 

have been try ing  to get good homes buil t for our children. For  many years, home site leases could not be given to us. We could not get loans for home improvements to our homes made out of dirt and poor lumber. We could not get electricity or running water so tha t our families or children could live well.
There are many families living on th is land, and they are growing in numbers. Officials of the Navajo Tribe and the Bureau of Indian Affairs have told us th at the reason for not getting new homes, elec­

tricity, and running water is tha t the title  to the land we live on is still under the Federal Government and tha t we, the Navajo people, cannot use the land the way we want to.
I th ink this reason is not good enough. Mr. Chairman, the land I am speaking of has always been used by us. No other  Indian tribe has ever lived on this land. It  is not tha t the land is empty and we want to move onto it, but it is th at we want to have Congress OK our owning the 

land and improving  it so that our families and children will live in better homes with runn ing water and electricity.
These restrictions placed on the use of the land by the Bureau of Indian Affairs are making us poor, liv ing in poor homes, and causing us poor health. We want to  live well; we want our wives, children, and 

relatives to enjoy the benefits of modern technology. How long will 
we have to live this way ?

Mr. Chairman, I ask you and the members of the committee to give your full support to  th is bill and help us to improve the lives, health , 
welfare, and education.

Thank you.
Senator Melcher. The prepared statement by David Jose, without  

objection, will be made a par t of the record at this point.
[The prepared statement of David Jose follows:]
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STATEMENT OF DAVID JOSE BEFORE 
THE SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

UNITED STATES SENATE
ON S. 1730, TO PLACE CERTAIN LANDS IN 

TRUST FOR THE RAMAH BAND OF THE NAVAJO TRIBE 
NOVEMBER 20, 1979

My name is David Jose, an elected Land Board Member 
and a member of the Ramah Band Community. I would like to 
express my feelings about the 21 sections of land to be 
transferred to the Ramah Band of Navajos bv this bill before 
the Senate —  Senate Bill 1730.

I am deeply concerned for us, we the Ramah Navajos,
* living on these 21 sections of land as far as improvement is 

concerned; such as, water development, electricity, housing 
and farming. The living conditions are very poor because these 
improvements are non-existent. The reason is simply that the 
U. S. Government is holding title to these 21 sections of land. 
No improvements could be made while the ownership is in the 
hands of the Government.

If the title to the land is transferred to the Ramah 
Band of Navajos, I am sure we who live on the 21 sections can 
live a better life with many impro -ments. he can then make 
full use of this land by way of improvements in areas of hous­
ing, water, electricitv and farming. These roblems need to be 
solved as soon as possible.

The bill is now before you, and I would appreciate all 
the effort you can give in passing the bill.

Thank you.

L

r
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Mr. Bennie Cohoe. Mr. Chairman, if I may, I would like to con­clude and also summarize some of the th ings tha t we left out.As you know, we made this special trip  here to Washington on be­half  of our people, our children, and our future  generations. We re­quest tha t your committee give i ts full support to S. 1730 and put  an end to the social and economic conditions that  we have been enduring ever since our people came back from Fo rt Sumner.
I feel tha t we are capable of improving the living conditions that we are now enduring if the title  is given back to our Band of Ramah Navajo. We will then be able to make the improvements, and we will be able to reinforce Public Law 93-638—make tha t a reality—and make the dreams come true fo r our people in that  area.
We live under really harsh  living conditions. We need to get away from th at, and we need to secure a future for our people. We have been living under very unstable living conditions, not knowing whether our people would be forced to vacate the area and move somewhere else. For  tha t reason, I think the Bureau of Indian Affairs has been hesitant to direct funds and assistance to these people.
If  you could turn back to the photograph album that we gave you— those are the present living conditions of our people and the status of the land. Th at is the state it is in presently.
So, as the Department of the Inte rior  mentioned, 80 percent of  the livelihood of our community members is from livestock raising, as well as dry land farming, and they have been restrained and restric ted from starting any kinds of improvement activities in tha t area.
We would like to say, on behalf of our people, th at we hope you and your committee will give our bil l your full consideration and give us a positive response.
Thank you.
Senator Melcher. Mr. Cohoe, what electricity is available ? How is it available ?
Mr. Bennie Coiioe. On the land that is in question now—the 21 sections—there is absolutely no electricity available at  this t ime; nor is there any water available, except for two wells which are supposedly for livestock. Those two wells are drilled  on individual private allot ­ments because we could not do any development planning  for  the land tha t is now in question.
Senator  Melcher. My question is : What  elec tricity is available ? Is it RE A, or what ?
Mr. Bennie Cohoe. REA.
Senator  Melcher. RE A serves the deeded lands ?
Mr. Bennie Coiioe. Yes, sir.
There are now lines adjacent to the lands we are talking about, and we are hoping to get those powerlines made available to the people.Senator  Melcher. W hat is the depth of the water? These are wells, are they ?
Mr. Bennie Cohoe. The wells on our reservation range anywhere from 300 to 600 feet.
Senator Melcher. Are they very costly to dril l ?
Mr. Bennie Cohoe. Yes; they are, and the cost is going up every year. I t is getting to where it is costing about $15 a foot to drill a well in th at area now.
Senator Melcher. I s the  water plent iful at those depths?
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Mr. Bennie Coiioe. Our wells are being pumped by windmills  only.
We are  hoping we can get some power in there so that we can have 
water year -round. As it is now, we are only using windmills, and d ur­
ing the months of May, June , and July, when the wind dies down, the 
wells do not have any water. But the wells can pump anywhere from «
6 to 10 gallons per minute. ■

Senator Melcher. I  take it tha t the electricity, the wells, the roads, 
and the housing are the four primary goals for families, other than  
economic development? I take it the economic development would be 
principally better livestock management on the land. Is tha t true'? *

Mr. Bennie Coiioe. Yes; it is, and we have been working on educa­
tion. Education has been our No. 1 prior ity, and natural resource 
development is our No. 2 p riori ty in tha t area, as well as economic 
development.

Senator Melcher. Mr. Manuelito, how many children are enrolled 
in the grade and high schools?

Mr. Manuelito. At the present time, there  are 93 children from that  
part icular affected area that  are enrolled at the Pine School between 
kindergarten and 12th grade.

Senator Melcher. So, it is including high school ?
Mr. Manuelito. Yes; including high school.
Of those 93, 6 of the youngsters, as I  mentioned before, are in the 

special education programs tha t require additional assistance. They 
make up 40 percent of tha t pa rticular  class.

Senator  Melcher. Senator Domenici stated tha t it was a very line 
school. Is  it one school?

Mr. M anuelito. Yes, sir. It  is one school, an elementary and a high I
school. I t is the first Indian-controlled high school in the country.

I might add tha t the school was established with the assistance of 
the congressional committees here in Washington in both the House 
and the Senate. Up until 9 years ago, the Ramah Navajo people did 
not have a school in thei r community to attend. It  was only through the 
efforts of the local people and the leaders, w’ho are here, that educa­
tion became available for those youngsters.

Senator  Melcher. Mr. Paul, your testimony is to the effect that the 
Navajo Nation now’ fully suppor ts this bill. Was it otherwise? Was 
there disagreement before this on whether or not it should be turned 
over to the band or to the tribe?

Mr. P aul. Mr. Chairman, tha t statement is clearly prepared for the 
reason tha t has already been stated by the Honorable Senator 
Domenici. The Ramah Navajo Band is not only isolated from the main 
Navajo Reservation, but it is also because of the situation there that 
the Ramah Band of Navajo has, on its own accord, pulled together 
the cohesiveness of tha t community in what might be commonly re ­
ferred to as a self-help or boots trap operation to do those things which 
any normal community in the southwestern p art  of the United States 
might do. This is very highly desirable, both from the Big Navajo as 
well, I am sure, as from the standpoint of this committee.

Senator Melcher. The band votes in Navajo triba l affairs, does i t 
not ? f

Mr. Paul. Yes; these are Navajo people, much like those on the 
main land. However, for program purposes they are separate.

Senator Melcher. For program purposes they are separate ?
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Mr. P aul. Yes, sir.
Senator Melciier. There is no authorization tor  any help of any type in the bill, it seems, since I960 . Although it was envisioned tha t the land would, by congressional action, be placed in trus t status  for the Ramah Band, it was not done. Much of the testimony was to the effect that this was disadvantageous to the band—not being able to participate in programs that  would otherwise be available on that land if it were in trust status.
Is there a capability of any type of catch-up on these programs, whether it is housing, roads, water wells, improved grazing, or whatever ?
Mr. Manuelito. Mr. Chairman, I  would like to answer your question.The prior ity at this point is to get the land back into tru st status. We have existing programs from the school as well as from the Ramah chapter government as well as from the Bureau of Indian Affairs agencies th at will be extended onto this  land to assist the people who now live on it. We feel t ha t that  will be a star t, and we feel tha t if we can have the land put  back in tru st for the people, our existing  pro­grams on the reservation will be able to take care of the immediate kinds of needs.
Senator  Melciier. Is there any money available?Mr. Bennie Coiioe. Mr. Chairman, I would like to expand on that also.
We are now woiking with some of the Federa l programs. We were able to obtain some development planning funds through CSA and also through home improvement programs with the Bureau and also with HUD. We are do ing a study, and a planning, in the area of hous­ing for these people. I f the land is pu t back in trus t for us, then we will have the go-ahead to implement these plans that we are now developing for tha t area.
Senator Melcher. That might take care of some help on housing. Wha t about water wells ?
Mr. Bennie Cohoe. Inso far as the natu ral resources and range im­provements are concerned: Since 1978 we have been working with the Bureau to concentrate on the area of natu ral resources. We built our budget in natural resources from $32,000 up to about $200,000. That is where it now stands. We have the equipment and we have the labor available to move onto this land—if it is given back to  us—to make improvements in tha t area as well as the fencing improvements to divide up the grazing  areas. The materials are being purchased at this time to make the necessary improvements in that  area.Senator Melcher. What about roads?
Mr. Bennie Cohoe. We have been able to get some funding every year to grade, drain, and then to gravel—and also to pave. Most of these constructions are done in phases, so. it  will probably take about 2 or 3 years to actually get a paved road completed, but then, again, we have been fortuna te every year to obtain  funds to make these im ­provements. After  we complete our next project,  if the land is put back in trust,  there will become a prior ity in tha t area to make road improvements.
We are developing some proposals for grant assistance in the area of water development. We will be working really closely with the Indian
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Heal th Service to obtain some of these water and sewer projects for 
tha t area.

Senator Melciiek. Mr. Paul , is the Navajo Nation able to help in 
any way in these areas: roads, wells, range improvements?

Mr. Paul. The Navajo Tribe  is in a position to make some limited 
resources, th at the tribe  has available, to the Ramah. Then, with re­
gard to Federal programs, there are some that  are channeled through 
Window Rock on a distribution basis to the chapters, and certainly 
this would be encouraged.

Right  now, as Mr. Cohoe stated, some of these funds cannot be used 
on the land to make improvements at the  present time, but if the land 
is put into trust  status, they will be available.

A while ago I answered your question tha t, for program purposes, 
the Ramah Band and the Navajos are separate. In this regard, the 
Ramah Navajo Band is presently under the Albuquerque Area Bureau 
of Indian  Affairs, and some o f these programs come through that  of­
fice and not through the Navajo Area Bureau of Ind ian Affairs offices.

Senator Melcher. I see.
I would think that  the committee would want to, perhaps, add to the 

bill some authorization for correcting the lack of being able to par­
ticipate in these programs on these lands, since 1960 on, when the land 
order was issued. Public Land Order  No. 2198 was fo r the very p ur­
pose of making the land available under trust  status and enabling the 
band to have better economic opportunities. Tha t was almost 20 years 
ago.

There has been a denial, during tha t interim, to the band to par­
ticipate in the programs on the land tha t was set aside by the land 
order. It  seems very logical tha t it should have followed that  the land 
should have gone to the band and the benefits of any of the programs 
tha t were available to other  Ind ians should have been made available 
to the band. I  would th ink the committee would want to consider, in 
addition  to the bill, another section tha t would provide for some ex­
pedited catch-up in these programs th at they have missed during these 
past 19 years.

Tha t is all the questions I have. I want to thank  you all very much.
Mr. P aul. Thank  you very much, Chairman Melcher. We certainly 

agree with your statements.
Senator  Melcher. Thank you.
The committee is adjourned.
[Whereupon, at 12:03 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.]
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