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4 | ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS RURAL RECREATION ENTERPRISES

ArLanN KorTE, Secretary

Deer Run Campground Executive Director 217/357-2228
Carthage, lllinois 62321

Distinguished Senators, Ladies and Gentlemen:

My name is Alan Korte, I am from Carthage,-Illinois and I am Executive Director of
the Association of Illinois Rural Recreational Enterprises, better known as AIRRE. I
also own and operate Deer Run Campground.

I realize your time is limited, so I have limited my remarks to what I feel is the

most important.

My association is primarily made up of campground owners, but it also has dude ranches,
museums, and other kinds of outdoor recreation. We do have one thing in common, however,
and that is that we are all located in rural areas, as the name of our association in-
dicates.

We also have in common the fact that most of us have been severely affected by the
Highway Beautification Act. We have collectively lost millions of dollars and individually
thousands of dollars through lost income because of the removal of our signs or because
we could no erect new signs to direct tourists to our place of business.

Since the Act was first written, it has had the unintentional effect of discriminating
against thousands of us with businesses in rural areas, because of the provision allowing
signs only in commercial or industrial zones. We have no legal right to erect signs of

our own except on our own premises. In addition, no state has come up with a satisfactory

substitute allowable under the present act, The so called "logo" program has possibilities,

but no state, to my knowlege, has adopted it on more than an experimental basis.

I also happen to be from a state which has been very aggressive in removing signs,
in contrast to some adjacent states which have done very little in carrying out the pro-
visions of the Highway Beautification Act.

The members of my association feel the most fair solution to solving the difficulties
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