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The Nature Conservancy
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1800 N. Kent Street NQWS gaas 841-5340 (work)
Arlington, Va. 22209 (home)

Release #41-77
For use: Wed., Dec. 28, 1977
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James E. Kussmann
St. Regis Paper Company
(212) 697-4400

ST. REGIS PAPER AND NATURE CONSERVANCY MOVE
TO PROTECT ENDANGERED SPECIES IN MISSISSIPPI

Washington, D.C. --- In action that will help guarantee the future of an
endangered wildlife species, the Mississippi sandhill crane, the St. Regis
Paper Company has sold 5,000 acres and given the equivalent of almost 1,000
acres in Jackson County, Mississippi, to The Nature Conservancy. The 1and
which supports the only known colony of the Mississippi sandhill crane was
purchased by the Conservancy, a nonprofit conservation organizatfon, for
$3,775,000, about $700,000 less than the land's appraised fair market value.

In today's announcement of the purchase and gift, David E. Morine,
who heads up the Conservancy's acquisition program, said, "The land has
now been transferred to the Department of the Interior at the Conservancy's
costs for inclusion in the new Mississippi Sandhill Crane National Wildlife
Refuge. The St. Regis land will increase the refuge to four times its
current size."

Morine continued, "St. Regis is to be congratualted for their decision
to sell their holdings for inclusion in the Mississippi Sandhill Crane
National Wildlife Refuge. By their action they have shown that for areas
which protect rare and endangered species, conservation is often the highest
and best use." Morine went on to praise St. Regis land managers whose
concern over the years for the cranes was vital to the birds' survival.
Morine pointed out that, "Without the foresight of the St. Regis employees,
the cranes would long ago have disappeared."
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