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GILBERT LEKANDER

OFFICE: RESIDENCE:
910 17TH ST.. N. W., #501 HOME-ON-THE-RUN
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 5310 FEATHERBED LANE
(202) 206-3060 MANASSAS, VIRGINIA 22110
XXX XXXXXX

December 6, 1976

Honorable Lee Metcalf
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Metcalf:

During the course of your oversight hearing on coal leasing, Mr. Trucott men-
tioned that a sale under the short-term criteria is planned in the near future
in Montana. Western Energy in the interested coal operator.

Because this will likely be the first such procedure since the enactment of
S, 391. I felt that I should give you background on the case.

The tract involved is a portion of Section 32 in Mining Area A at Colstrip.
Western Energy originally made application to lease this tract as part of a
larger tract some years ago. Action on that application was suspended, and
we now ask for the lease under the short-term criteria because the federal
coal is required immediately for an ongoing operation and will be bypassed,
the resource lost, if we are not able to get it. The attached diagram illus-
trates where we are mining now in Section 4. The overburden in Section 4 is
relatively thin. In Section 32 it becomes heavier, up to almost 200 feet,

at the northern end. Economics dictate that the mining operation should average
out the overburdens. If mining proceeds too far south in Sections 4 and 5,
it will be impractical to turn north into Section 32 or to return and extract
that coal later on.

The last word I had was that a sale may be expected in early February, follow-
ing a public meeting in December and the advertising required by law.

I hope you will call on me if I can furnish any information on this or any
other of the Western Energy lease applications.

Sihcerely

G rt LeKander
£
Enclosure
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