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TO DESIGNATE CERTAIN LANDS AS WILDERNESS
AND FOR WILDERNESS STUDY

FRIDAY, JULY 30, 1976

U.S. SENATE,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND
LAND RESOURCES, OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS,
117 ash,ington, D.C.

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 9 :30 a.m., in room
3110, Dirksen Office Building, Hon. Floyd K. Haskell, presiding.

Present: Senator Haskell.
Also present: Thomas B. Williams, professional staff member.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. FLOYD K. HASKELL, A U.S. SENATOR
FROM THE STATE OF COLORADO

Senator HASKELL. The hearing of the Subcommittee on the En-
vironment and Land Resources, Committee on the Interior and
Insular Affairs, will commence.
The purpose of this morning's hearing is to receive testimony on

several bills which would designate wilderness and wilderness study
areas in the States of Louisiana and Missouri. While there is no
longer enough time during this Congress to enact omnibus eastern
wilderness legislation, I am pleased to see that several of the delega-
tions have worked together to draft and introduce compromise bills
for certain areas in their respective States.
I am very optimistic about the chances of enacting such legislation

before the end of this Congress.
At this point I will ask that the bills and the departmental reports

be printed in the record.
[The text of S. 3204, S. 3444, and S. 3676 along with the depart-

mental reports follow:]
(1)
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9-1rit CONGRESS
2D SESSION S. 3204

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

MAncii 25, 1976

Mr. EAGLEToN (for himself and Mr. SYMINGTON) introduced the following bill;
which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Interior and Insular
Affairs

A BILL
To provide for the study of certain lands to determine their

suitability for designation as wilderness.

1 Be it enacted by the Se nate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That in furtherance of the purposes of the Wilderness Act

4 (78 Stat. 890) , the Secretary of Agriculture shall review,

5 as to their suitability or nonsuitability for preservation as

6 wilderness, the following lands as generally depicted on maps

7 appropriately referenced, dated March 1976:

8 (1) certain lands in the Mark Twain National

9 Forest, Missouri, which comprise approximately eight

10 thousand five hundred and thirty acres and are generally

II

4111-
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1 depicted on a map entitled "Bell Mountain Wilderness

2 Study Area";

3 (2) certain lands in the Mark Twain National

4 Forest, Missouri, which comprise approximately four

5 thousand one hundred and seventy acres and are gen-

6 erally depicted on a map entitled "Rockpile Mountain

7 Wilderness Study Area";

8 (3) certain lands in the Mark Twain National

9 Forest, Missouri, which comprise approximately eight

10 thousand four hundred and thirty acres and are generally

11 depicted on a map entitled "Piney Creek Wilderness

12 Study Area", and whose study must be completed five

13 years from the effective date of this Act, and

14 (4) certain lands in the Mark Twain National

15 Forest, Missouri, which comprise approximately six

16 thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight acres and are

17 generally depicted on a map entitled "Paddy Creek

18 Wilderness Study Area", and whose study must be corn-

19 pleted five years from the effective date of this Act.

20 SEC. 2. The areas designated for study pursuant to sec-

21 tion 1 shall be administered, and the studies shall be con-

22 ducted, in accordance with the applicable provisions of the

23 Wilderness Act (78 Stat. 890) and the Act of January 3,

24 1975 (88 Stat. 2096) , except that any reference in such

25 provisions to the effective date of such Acts shall be deemed

26 to be a reference to the effective date of this Act.
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20250

Zuly 2 9, 1976

Honorable Henry M. Jackson
Chairman, Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs

United States Senate

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As you requested, here is the report of the Department of Agriculture
on S. 3204, a bill "To provide for the study of certain lands to determine
their suitability for designation as wilderness."

S. 3204 would direct the Secretary of Agriculture to review four areas
within the Mark Twain National Forest as to their suitability or non-
suitability for preservation as wilderness.

The Department of Agriculture's position with respect to the four proposed
areas is as follows: we recommend that the Bell Mountain and Rockpile
Mountain areas be designated as wilderness study areas if their boundaries
are modified as suggested herein. We have no objection to the designation
of the Piney Creek and Paddy Creek areas as wilderness study areas.

The Bell Mountain and Rockpile Mountain wilderness study area proposals, as
contained in the bill, are basically modifications of proposals recommended
by this Department during the 93rd Congress. The principal difference be-
tween the present and our former proposals is that the boundaries have
been modified to exclude almost all privately owned lands. This has re-
sulted in "cog-wheel" shaped areas. Some of the boundary projections and
indentations may impose constraints upon the study process, which will seek
to locate boundaries that will, among other things, enhance solitude, be
readily identifiable on the ground, and provide administrative unity.

We believe the boundaries of the Bell Mountain and Rockpile Mountain
wilderness study areas should be straightened in some places. Accordingly,
we recommend that the Committee adopt the boundaries depicted on new maps
which will be provided by the Forest Service.



Honorable Henry M. Jackson 2.

The Piney Creek and Paddy Creek wilderness study area proposals, as con-

tained in the bill, were not among the areas recommended by this Department

during the 93rd Congress. We would prefer not to make recommendations as
to whether they should or should not be designated as wilderness study
areas, without having first evaluated those alternatives through the
land use planning process. However, we have no strong objections to
their being designated as wilderness study areas at this time.

Included as a supplement to this report are two recommended clarifying
amendments.

The Office of Management and Budget advises that there is no objection to
the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the Administration's
program.

Sincerely,

John
/

Under Secretary
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SUPPLEMENT TO DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE REPORT

ON S. 3204

Following are recommended clarifying amendments to S. 3204.

The bill is drafted in a way that makes its substantive relationships to
P.L. 93-622 and the Wilderness Act difficult to trace. P.L. 93-622 contem-
plates that future wildernesses and wilderness study areas within eastern
National Forests will be designated pursuant to that Act. However, the
designating provisions of this bill do not refer to P.L. 93-622. Also,
the areas to be reviewed are not designated as "wilderness study areas,"
a term that is essential for connecting them to provisions of P.L. 93-622
governing study area review procedures and administration. The bill also
directs that areas designated for study shall be administered in accordance
with "applicable" provisions of the Wilderness Act and P.L. 93-622. Because
the bill does not clearly integrate the areas with either Act, and because
both Acts contain similar provisions, it will be difficult to ascertain
which provisions of the two Acts are "applicable." To avoid problems of
interpretation we recommend that S. 3204 be amended as follows:

1. Delete lines 3-7 on page one and insert in-lieu thereof the following:

"That in furtherance of the purposes of the Act of January 3, 1975
(88 Stat. 2069), and the Wilderness Act (78 Stat. 890), the follow-
ing areas, as generally depicted on maps appropriately referenced,
dated   1976, are hereby designated as wilderness study areas
and shall be reviewed by the Secretary of Agriculture as to their
suitability or nonsuitability for preservation as wilderness in
accordance with the provisions of subsections 4(a), (d) and (e)
of the Act of January 3, 1975:"

2. Revise section 2 to read as follows:

"SEC. 2. The areas designated as wilderness study areas in section
I shall be administered in accordance with the applicable provisions
of the Act of January 3, 1975 (88 Stat. 2096)."
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94TH CONGRESS
2n SESSION S. 3444

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

MAY 18, 1976

Mr. JOHNSTON introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs

A BILL
To provide for the study of certain lands to determine their

suitability for designation as wilderness.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That, in furtherance of the purposes of the Wilderness Act

4 (78 Stat. 890) , the Secretary of Agriculture shall review, as

5 to their suitability or nonsuitability for preservation as wil-

6 derness, the following lands as generally depicted on maps

7 approprately referenced, dated April 1974-

8 (1) certain lands in the Kisatchie National Forest,

9 Louisiana, which comprise approximately ten thousand

10 acres and are generally depicted on a map entitled "Ki-

ll satchie Hills Wilderness Study Area"; and

II



1 (2) certain lands in the Kisatchie National Forest,

2 Louisiana, which comprise approximately five thousand

3 acres and are generally depicted on a map entitled "Sa-

4 line Bayou Wilderness Study Area".

5 SEC. 2. The areas designated for study pursuant to

6 section 1 shall be administered, and the studies shall be con-

7 ducted, in accordance with the applicable provisions of the

8 Wilderness Act (78 Stat. 890) and the Act of January 3,

9 1975 (88 Stat. 2096), except that any reference in such

10 provisions to the effective date of such Acts shall be deemed

11 to be a reference to the effective date of this Act.
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETAR,

WASHMGTON, 0. C. 20250

Zuly 29, 1976

Honorable Henry M. Jackson
Chairman, Committee on Interior

and Insular Affairs
United States Senate

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As you requested, here is the report of the Department of Agriculture
on S. 3444, a bill "To provide for the study of certain lands to determine
their suitability for designation as wilderness."

The Department of Agriculture recommends that the bill be enacted if
amended as suggested herein.

S. 3444 would direct the Secretary of Agriculture to review two areas
within the Kisatchie National Forest, Louisiana, as to their suitability
or nonsuitability for preservation as wilderness.

The Department of Agriculture recommends that the proposed Saline Bayou
Wilderness Study Area be deleted from the bill. We believe it can be
concluded at this time on the basis of the area's location, configuration,
and uses that it is neither suitable nor manageable as wilderness. The area
consists of a strip of land approximately 12 miles in length and one-half
mile in width. The strip follows a major segment of the Saline Bayou. The
strip is intersected at intervals by two State highways, two roads, a rail-
road, and utility lines. A 17-family-unit National Forest campground is
located in the middle section of the area. Approximately 19 percent (955
acres) of the lands within the area are privately owned. The private lands
are divided into 46 separate ownerships. The mineral rights to all National
Forest lands within the area are also privately owned.

Additionally, we recommend that two clarifying amendments be made to the
bill. The bill is drafted in a way that makes its substantive relationships
to P.L. 93-622, and the Wilderness Act difficult to trace. P.L. 93-622 con-
templates that future wildernesses and wilderness study areas within eastern
National Forests will be designated pursuant to that Act. However, the
designating provisions of this bill do not refer to P.L. 93-622. Also,
the areas to be reviewed are not designated as "wilderness study areas",
a term that is essential for connecting them to provisions of P.L. 93-622
governing study area review procedures and admilistration. The bill also
directs that areas designated for study shall be administered in accordance
with "applicable" provisions of the Wilderness AC, and P.L. 93-622. Because
both Acts contain similar provisions, it will be difficult to ascertain
which provisions of the two Acts are "applicable." To avoid problems of
interpretation we recommend that S. 3444 be amended as follows:
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Honorable Henry M. Jackson 2.

1. Delete lines 3-7 on page one and insert in lieu thereof the following:

"That in furtherance of the purposes of the Act of January 3, 1975
(88 Stat. 2069), and the Wilderness Act (78 Stat. 890), certain
lands in the Kisatchie National Forest, Louisiana, which comprise
approximately ten thousand acres and are generally depicted on a
map entitled "Kisatchie Hills Wilderness Study Area" and dated April
1974, are hereby designated as a wilderness study area and shall be
reviewed by the Secretary of Agriculture as to their suitability or
nonsuitability for preservation as wilderness in accordance with the
provisions of subsections 4(a), (d) and (e) of the Act of January 3, 1975:"

2. Revise section 2 to read as follows:

"SEC. 2. The areas designated as wilderness study areas in section
I shall be administered in accordance with the applicable provisions
of the Act of January 3, 1975 (88 Stat. 2096)."

The Office of Management and Budget advises that there is no objection to
the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the Administration's
program.

Sincerely,

al44... 4. /

nder Secretary
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE Fk'J.SIDENT

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503

July 30, 1976

Honorable Henry M. Jackson
Chairman, Committee on Interior

and Insular Affairs
United States Senate
3106 New Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in response to your requests of July 12,
1976, for the views of the Office of Management
and Budget on the following bills:

1. S. 3204, a bill "To provide for the study
of certain lands to determine their suitability
for designation as wilderness;" and,

2. S. 3444, a bill "To provide for the study
of certain lands to determine their suitability
for designation as wilderness."

We concur with the views expressed by Agriculture
in its reports on these bills and accordingly,
recommend enactment of S. 3204 and S. 3444 if they

_ are amended as suggested by the Department.

Sincerely yours,

2 --.5-0tiviA., ...,,

James M. Frey //
Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference
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94TH CONGRESS
2D SESSION S. 3676

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JULY 20,1976

Mr. EAGLETON (for himself and Mr. SYMINGTON) introduced the following

bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Interior and

Insular Affairs

A BILL
To establish the Hercules Glades Wilderness in the State of

Missouri.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That, in furtherance of the purposes of the Wilderness Act

4 (78 Stat. 890) , the following lands as generally depicted

5 on maps appropriately referenced, are hereby
 designated

6 as wilderness and as components of the National, Wilderness

7 Preservation System: certain lands in the Mark Twain

8 National Forest, Missouri, which comprise twelve thousand

9 three hundred and twenty-five acres and are . generally

10 depicted on a map entitled "Hercules Glades".
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1 SEC. 2. As soon as practicable after this Act takes

2 effect, a map of the wilderness area and a description of its

3 boundaries shall be filed with the Interior and Insular Affairs

4 Committees of the United States Senate an House of

5 Representatives, and such map and description shall have

G the same force and effect as if included in this Act: Provided,

7 however, That correction of clerical and typographical errors

8 in such description and map may be made.

9 Sic. 3. The wilderness area designated by this Act shall

10 be known as the Hercules Glades Wilderness and shall be

11 administered by the Secretary of Agriculture in accordance

12 with the provisions of the Wilderness Act governing areas

13 designated by that Act as wilderness areas, except that any

14 reference in such provisions to the effective date of the

15 Wilderness Act shall be deemed to be a reference to the

16 effective date of this Act.

7f; - 2
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Senator HASKELL. Our first witness is Senator Tom Eagleton, of
Missouri. We are pleased to welcome him.

STATEMENT OF HON. THOMAS F. EAGLETON, A U.S. SENATOR
FROM THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Senator EAGLETON. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
I welcome this opportunity to testify in support of legislation to

establish wilderness and wilderness study areas in Missouri, and I
appreciate the prompt attention which the subcommittee is giving
to it.

Missouri is one of the few States in the Midwest with potential
wilderness areas remaining but, unhappily, none yet has been desig-
nated as part of the National Wilderness Preservation System.
As the members of the subcommittee will recall, four Missouri areas

were included in the Senate version of the 1974 Eastern Wilderness
Act, including three of •the sites which are the subject of the bills
before you today. Unfortunately, those areas were deleted on the
House side, principally because of objections over the amount of
private land that would be taken. I am happy to testify today that a
compromise which appears to satisfy most of the Missouri interests
involved has been reached and is embodied in the two bills relating to
Missouri that are before this committee.
One of them, S. 3676, would designate 12,325 acres of the Hercules

Glades area of the Mark Twain National Forest as instant wilderness.
This is a reduction from the 16,400 acres approved by the Senate in
1973, most of that resulting from elimination of all private holdings.
The other bill, S. 3204, would designate the following sites as

wilderness study areas:
Bell Mountain which contains 300 acres of private land and 8,233

acres of Forest Service land for a total of 8,530 acres.
Rock Pile Mountain which contains 200 acres of private land and

3,970 acres of Forest Service land, for a total of 4,170 acres.
Paddy Creek which contains 40 acres of private land and 120 acres

of county- or State-owned land, and 6,728 acres of Forest Service land
for a total of 6,888 acres.
And Piney Creek, which contains no private land, but 40 acres

owned by the Corps of Engineers, and 8,392 acres of Forest Service
land, for a total in that one of 8,432 acres.
Mr. Chairman, you will be hearing today from Mr. Ed Stegner,

who is the Executive Director of the Missouri Conservation Federa-
tion, a fine individual and good friend of mine for many years and
Mr. John Karel, of the Sierra Club, to whom much of the credit for
this legislation must go. And in addition to other witnesses, Mr. Roger
Pryor, the Coalition for the Environment and Ms. Raye-Page of the
Wilderness Society. They are all here in the room today and will
testify later on. They and their associates have done an outstanding
job in resolving the differences over boundaries and I think they
deserve a great deal of credit.. The work of these individuals has
resulted in selection of sites within Missouri's national forest lands
which will make a superb addition to our wilderness system and
preserve for generations to come the incomparable beauty of the
Missouri Ozarks.
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And finally, Mr. Chairman, I personally want to thank you for
convening this hearing. I know the schedule for all of us is a rather
hectic one in these summer days of a Presidential election year and
the attention that you have given to us is much appreciated.
Senator HASKELL. Thank you Senator for coming and testifying

and thank you too for helping to bring these people together on what
we hope will merge from this Congress as law. We look forward to
hearing the balance of the witnesses.
Senator EAGLETON. Thank you very much.
Senator HASKELL. I would like to insert in the record statements by

Senator Stuart Symington and Congressman Gene Taylor endorsing
two of the areas which happen to be within his district.
[The prepared statements of Senator Symington and Congressman

Taylor follow:]

STATEMENT OF HON. STUART SYMINGTON, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE
OF MISSOURI

I appreciate the opportunity to present to the Subcommittee on Environment

and Land Resources of the Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Committee my

views on two bills: S.3676, to establish the Hercules Glades Wilderness in

Missouri; and S.3204, to study certain lands in Missouri to determine their

suitability for designation as wilderness.
Missouri, one of the few States in the Midwest with potential wilderness areas

left, presently has no acreage designated as wilderness or as wilderness study

areas. Because of the substantial acreages of privately owned land which were

included in the four Missouri areas originally proposed in the Eastern Wilderness

Act of 1974, Missouri Representatives asked that our State be left out of the act.

Since that time, boundaries have been revised to exclude the majority of

privately-owned land and the two bills we support today represent compromise

acceptable to all members of the Missouri Congressional delegation. In addition,

both bills have the support of conservation groups, the Missouri Conservation

Commission, the Department of Natural Resources, and many newspapers. Com-

panion legislation also has been introduced in the House of Representatives.
S.3676 would establish the Hercules Glades Wilderness, studied in connection

with previous wilderness proposals. This area is a classic example of the large
prairie-like glades in Missouri and is the habitat for several rare or endangered

species. The "instant" wilderness designation has been endorsed by the Missouri
Department of Natural Resources, and the Conservaton Commission and also is
acceptable to Congressman Gene Taylor whose district includes the Hercules
Glades area.
S.3204 would designate as wilderness study areas the Rockpile Mountain, Bell

Mountain, Piney Creek and Paddy Creek Areas. Each of these areas offers distinc-

tive historical, geological, biological, and recreational qualities. The study area

designation would ensure a thorough evaluation of resources and potential uses

of the areas.
The 1964 Wilderness Act envisions a national system. These tracts of primeval

terrain deserve immediate or prospective inclusion in this system, and I there-
fore urge favorable action on S.3676 and S.3204 to preserve these unique portions
of our natural heritage for future generations.

STATEMENT OF HON. GENE TAYLOR, A U.S. REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE STATE OF
MISSOURI

Mr. Chairman, and members of the subcommittee, I appreciate having the

opportunity to present to you my views on S. 3204 and S. 3676, legislation

calling for the study and designation of wilderness areas within the State of
Missouri.
This legislation contains two areas located within my Congressional District

of Southwest Missouri; the Hercules "Glades" Wilderness in Taney County
and the Piney Creek Wilderness in Barry and Stone Counties.
The Glades Wilderness is composed of 12,325 acres of land within the Mark

Twain National Forest. Its main unique attraction is its glades. These rocky
slopes with shallow soils produce tall prairie grasses that support a variety
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of plant and animal species not common elsewhere in the Ozarks. Presently,
some 9 percent of the area is in glades. Before man arrived on the scene, some
70 percent of the area is estimated to have been in open glade prairie or semi-
prairie condition.
During the last Congress I was opposed to the instant designation of the

Glades Wilderness. However, during the past year or more there has been a
considerable amount of discussion, negotiation, and compromise undertaken
between the supporters of designation and local people who were in opposition
to the original proposal which called for the inclusion of 3,680 acres of private
land within the area proposed for designation.
The boundaries of the Glades Wilderness area as recommended in the legis-

lation now before the subcommittee have been substantially revised from the
original proposal. All the private land has been eliminated. The local people
no longer object to the designation of the Glades Wilderness area as a protected
wilderness, and I now can give my wholehearted support to its inclusion into
the National Wilderness System.
The Forest Service has taken the position that this area should only be given

status as a study area. I can well understand the reasons behind having a
general policy of requiring comprehensive studies prior to a designation. How-
ever, in this particular instance I believe an exception can be made without
conflicting with any of the underlying purposes sought to be served by a general
study policy.

Although the Forest Service has not held formal public hearings on this issue
at the local level, the Taney County Court held heavily attended hearings. The
local and regional press has been devoting extensive coverage to the subject.
Numerous meetings by landowner associations and other informal groups have
been held where the designation was discussed and debated. The local people
understand and now support the instant designation of the Glades Wilderness.
I see no benefits to be gained from additional public discussion.
The Hercules Wilderness area by nature doesn't lend itself to developmental

uses. The shallow soils do not produce timber in an amount or of a quality
to be economically harvestable. The state geologist has reported that there
are no known mineral deposits in the Hercules area and that bedrock of the
area is of an age and formation in which sizable ore deposits are uncommon.
The prospect of this area being significantly used for timber or mineral purposes
is so unlikely that a costly and time-consuming study of "foregone" resource
uses would not be worthwhile.
The Glades Wilderness does indeed have exceptional natural attributes well

worth preserving. As the boundaries are now drawn I believe the .area can be
protected and be used to its best advantage. The amount of land involved is
sufficient to preserve its character without having much impact on the manage-
ment and use of Forest Service lands in Southern Missouri. The area proposed
for designation represents less than 1 percent of the total net acreage of the
Mark Twain National Forest.
The legislation also authorizes a study of the Piney Creek Wilderness to

determine its suitability for inclusion into the national system. This area is
heavily forested with native trees growing in natural succession. One of its
unique attributes is the fact that it contains the entire watershed of Piney
Creek within its boundary. I believe this area should receive careful study.
However, I will reserve my approval on the issue of its designation until I have
had an opportunity to study the costs and benefits shown to be connected with
the proposal.
I thank the committee for taking into account my views on this legislation.

When you weigh the merits of this legislation I am hopeful that you will
agree that it deserves swift approval.

Senator HASKELL. Now I would like to ask Mr. Max Peterson—
he is not here.
Why don't we hear from the panel consisting of Mr. John Karel,

Ozark Chapter of the Sierra Club; Mr. Stegner, Conservation Fed-
eration of Missouri; Mr. Pryor, Coalition for the Environment; Ms.
Raye-Page, of the Wilderness Society.
Ladies and gentlemen, we are very pleased to have you here. Some

of you have been here before and we welcome you back.

t
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Mr. KAREL. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
Senator HASKELL. Would you identify yourself for the reporter?

STATEMENT OF JOHN A. KAREL, CHAIRMAN, WILDERNESS COM-
MITTEE, OZARK CHAPTER, SIERRA CLUB; ACCOMPANIED BY ED

STEGNER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CONSERVATION FEDERATION

OF MISSOURI; ROGER PRYOR, ST. LOUIS COALITION FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT; AND RAYE-PAGE, THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY

Mr. KAREL. My name is John Karel. I am a graduate student at
the School of Forest, Fisheries, and Wildlife at the University of
Missouri in Columbia. I am here today representing the Ozark
Chapter of the Sierra Club as Wilderness Chairman, and I would
also like to take the opportunity as per request of two friends of
mine Mr. William Bates of the Ozark Society of Springfield, and
Mr. bon Pierce, of the Missouri Friends of the Earth, in Columbia
who expressed regrets that they cannot be here today, but they will
submit written testimony for the record and have asked that my
comments today be representing their organization.

Senator HASKELL. Fine.
Mr. KAREL. Also before starting, I would like to distribute for the

committee's perusal copies of several brochures with descriptive texts
and photographs of the areas in question for consideration. We
understand the problems of time at this stage of the Congress and we
have abbreviated our remarks. We have submitted written testimony,
but have abbreviated our oral comments.
Senator HASKELL. Your written testimony will be received and

reproduced in full in the record.
Mr. KAREL. Thank you very much.
The Ozarks, we feel, Senator, are a major geographic region of

this country that at the present time are uniquely underrepresented
in the national wilderness preservation system. The natural history
of the Ozarks and the human history of the Ozarks, we feel, is rich
and it is colorful and as significant as any geographic region in the
country. And we are extremely proud to represent and to support
the wilderness before this committee as going a long way toward
preserving a valuable resource for the State of Missouri and for the
country. And I want to point out that each of the areas under con-
sideration represents a different aspect of the flora, fauna and
geology and cultural history of the Ozarks and each one offers a
unique support to the national wilderness preservation system.
As a student of wildlife at the University of Missouri, it has been

my privilege to be in every one of these areas and to appreciate the
extremely rich and diverse natural history of these areas. And we
are very proud to present them to this committee for inclusion into
the wilderness system or as a wilderness study area.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Karel follows

STATEMENT OF JOHN A. KAREL, CHAIRMAN, WILDERNESS COMMITTEE, OZARK
CHAPTER, SIERRA CLUB

Senator Haskell, we appreciated the opportunity this morning to testify before
the Subcommittee on Environment and Land Resources. We are confident that



18

the support from the Missouri delegation and your favorable comments at the
hearing will result in swift action on this long-sought legislation.
For the record, several of the comments made by Mr. Max Peterson for the

Forest Service at the hearing require response. Because Mr. Peterson was tardy
for the hearing, his remarks followed the citizen testimony and thus we were
unable to respond to his remarks in our oral comments as would have normally
been the case.
Mr. Peterson alluded to possible problems with the Bell Mountain and Rock-

pile Mountain areas and recommended redrawing their boundaries to include
some adjacent private lands. We urge the Subcommittee not to so change the
present boundaries for several reasons.
(1) The present boundaries are the result of an extensive series of negotia-

tions between various interests in Missouri, including adjacent private land-
owners. The conservation groups are deeply committed to the present boundaries
and can not support new boundaries that would include additional private land.
Moreover, landowner groups would vigorously oppose such new boundaries; both
areas might then be lost entirely.
(2) The boundaries are in fact topographically sound and administratively

viable as they stand.
Roekpile Mountain.—This area consists of the main mass of Rockpile Moun-

tain on the south, and a narrow, forested ridge extending toward Little Grass
Mountain on the north. This steep, rugged ridge is a corridor for existing wild-
life and recreation use. It is an easily identifiable land unit, being flanked on the
east and west by privately owned pastoral lands along Trace Creek and Captain
Creek. The Wilderness Study Area boundaries should not create management
problems; they will rather preserve existing and historically harmonious balance
of land uses.
Bell Mountcuin.—This area consists of two major granite uplifts, Lindsey

Mountain on the east and Bell Mountain on the west, with a natural connection
across Shutin Creek where the stream valley is constricted into a narrow gorge
that is publically owned. Above and below the gorge the valley is more open, is
privately owned, and is in pastoral use with road access. Again, there is a his-
torical and harmonious balances between uses. These factors are accommodated
in the present boundaries and should not present management problems for the
Wilderness Study Area.
Regarding the above two areas, we thus report that because of the unique

topography of the St. Francois Mountain region of the Ozarks, the present bound-
aries are not only the only political alternative, they are also a logical and viable
administrative alternative.
Hercules.—The Forest Service indicated preference for study designation

rather than Wilderness. The case for immediate Wilderness designation for
Hercules is overwhelming and has been thoroughly developed. We refer to the
testimony of Mr. William Bates of the Ozark Society and to the unusually
thorough review of the issue undertaken by Representative Gene Tatlor prior to
his endorsement of immediate designation.
In conclusion, we appreciate the opportunity to clear up these points raised

by the Forest Service and look forward to favorable action in the near future.
We remain available to you or your staff for more detailed development of any

points discussed in this supplement, or for additional information of any kind
regarding this legislation-

Senator HASKELL. Thank you very much, Mr. Karel.
Mr. Stegner.

STATEMENT OF ED STEGNER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
CONSERVATION FEDERATION OF MISSOURI

Mr. STEGNER. Mr. Chairman, my name is Ed Stegner; I am execu-
tive director of the Conservation Federation of Missouri, the largest
private conservation organization in Missouri and we are the Missouri
affiliate of the National Wildlife Federation here in Washington that
also supports this legislation.

z
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And I would like to add that this legislation—both of the bills have
the support of the Missouri Department of Natural Resources and the
Missouri Conservation Department and Gov. Christopher Bond of
Missouri, and I have a copy of a letter that was mailed to you yester-
day from Governor Bond supporting this legislation and we are
pleased that we have such good support in Missouri.
Senator HASKELL. If you would leave a copy of that letter here, we

will put it in the record.
[The letter from Governor Bond follows:]

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, STATE OF MISSOURI,
Jefferson City, July 28, 1976.

Hon. FLOYD HASKELL,
Chairman, Subcommittee on Environment and Land Resources, Senate Office

Building, Washington, D.C.

DEAR SENATOR HASKELL: The favorable consideration for S. 3204 and S. 3676
by your subcommittee on Environment and Land Resources will be greatly ap-
preciated. This measure would include the following areas in Missouri as Wil-
derness Study Areas: Bell Mountain, 8,533 acres; Rockpile Mountain 4,170 acres;
Paddy Creek, 6,888 acres; and Piney Creek, 8,432 acres.
In addition, the Hercules area, containing 12,325 acres, would be designated

now as a Wilderness Area.
These areas have been studied and supported by the Missouri Department of

Natural Resources and the Conservation Commission.
I would appreciate your subcommittee's approval of this legislation.

Sincerely,
CHRISTOPHER S. BOND,

Governor.

Senator HASKELL. I am very anxious not to keep the record open
too long, and I would like to ask you, Mr. Karel, to submit your items.
If we keep it open too long, we won't get this bill out of committee and
we won't be able to get it through the Congress.
Mr. STEGNER. We are in wholehearted agreement with this, Mr.

Chairman.
I think the main thing that I would emphasize is the thing that

Senator Eagleton pointed out a while ago—that when the bill passed
the Senate 2 years ago, it received opposition in the House of Repre-
sentatives because of the amount of private lands and the bill—the
Missouri areas were taken out in the House and the bill finally passed.
It was passed without any areas in Missouri. Then in February of
1975 a number of us representing the major supporting organizations
in Missouri got together, drew new boundaries and took out almost all
of the private land. And in some cases a couple of these areas we were
able to take out all private land.
There now seems to be practically no opposition. There is general

agreement that the boundaries are satisfactory. The three Congress-
men from Missouri whose district these areas fall in are all supporting
the bill, and have testified in the House and we feel very good about it.
Actually the three areas represent slightly over 2 percent of the

national forest in Missouri which is a very small part. We feel there
is general support and practically no opposition in support of this
committee. Of course, Mr. Chairman, we are greatly appreciative.
Thank you very much.
Senator HASKELL. Thank you very much, Mr. Stegner.
Mr. Pryor.
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STATEMENT OF ROGER PRYOR, ST. LOUIS COALITION FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. Chairman, my name is Roger Pryor. I am from
St. Louis, Mo., and I am a geologist. I am here representing the St.
Louis Coalition for the Environment which is an organization made
up of individual members as well as other environmental groups and
even unions, and a rather broad-based group of conservation support.
We are delighted to be here today to testify on behalf of both of

these bills. And before I say anything, I would like to offer maps
which I will leave here for the committee's use which shows the bound-
aries that we have worked out in these areas.
[The maps have been retained in the committee's files.]
One of the things that I wanted to address that has been a rather

amazing development in Missouri in the last few years is a rediscovery
of the Ozarks in a land form as an important natural resource. Years
ago when I came to Missouri, about 12 years ago, if you told somebody
you were going to the Ozarks, they would say Lake of the Ozarks or
Silver Dollar City or some other commercial development. Nowadays,
when you say you are going to the Ozarks, people fully expect to be
going to the Ozarks' streams, hiking in one of the national forests or
just going out camping in general. There has been rebirth of interest
among citizens of the State in their own State. They no longer look
to the west for vacation. They often spend their time in southern
Missouri.
Senator HASKELL. That is a shame. [Laughter.]
Mr. PRYOR. But it has been a development that I want to welcome

because our State does have natural resources that are worthy of
the interests of the citizens and other visitors as well, and these wil-
derness proposals, we believe, will go a long, long way to preserving
some of the natural features for future generations.

Senator HASKELL. Thank you, Mr. Pryor, for your remarks. My
comment was obviously facetious, the Ozarks are, indeed, lovely and
I think it is very desirable that people have a place to vacation and
experience the wilderness close to home. I don't think they should
have to go all the way to the Rocky Mountains.

STATEMENT OF RAYE-PAGE, THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY

MS. RAYE-PAGE. I am Ms. Raye-Page representing the Wilderness
Society and I think the gentlemen from Missouri have done an ex-
cellent job, so I am not going to add much to it.
I would like to say we, of course, support all of these areas and we

were one of the prime people along with the Missouri people who
were supporting the areas in the last Congress. So we are very anxious
now to see that these areas do get passed by this Congress and we
appreciate your trying to move them ahead.
Senator HASKELL. Thank you very much. Thanks to all of you for

being here. We will certainly do our best on this score.
As I understand, Mr. Stegner, not only the Governor, but all the

Congressmen of whose district these wilderness lie are in favor of the
areas ?
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Mr. STEGNER. Right. All three Congressmen support it and I would
say my wife would have me move to Colorado if she had her way.

Senator HASKELL. Fine. Thank you.
Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Chairman, I am sorry to be so late.
Senator HASKELL. No problem.
Mr. PETERSON. We appreciate the opportunity to present the views

of the Department of Agriculture on the wilderness legislation under
consideration and in order to save time, I will brief my statement.
Senator HASKELL. Your full statement will be printed in the record.

STATEMENT OF R. MAX PETERSON, DEPUTY CHIEF FOR PROGRAMS
AND LEGISLATION, FOREST SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF AGRI-
CULTURE

Mr. PETERSON. On the Missouri wilderness areas, two of these areas,
Bell Mountain and Rock Pile, were included in the administration
proposals in the last session of Congress. So basically our only con-
cern with those two areas where we had a minor difference in the
suggested boundary, our concern always is when we study an area
that we have to look forward to some point that we have to admin-
ister that area, so we are concerned with boundaries.
I might point out that basically in drawing the boundaries to ex-

clude all of the private land and being a Missourian by background
myself I can understand the concern for doing this. But we are con-
cerned with the problems of administering a boundary that is in the
shape that these two are.
For example, by drawing the boundary to the blue boundary as

indicated here, there will be deep intrusions into private land into
this wilderness area which we see providing continuing problems in
administering the areas. So, we are quite concerned about the feasi-
bility of the boundaries that are involved in the study area, in these
two areas.
But other than that, we have no concern about studying these areas.

In fact, we have so recommended ourselves.
In the two other areas, Piney Creek and Paddy Creek, they were

not among the areas recommended by this department during the 93d
Congress, but we are not objecting to the study in these areas, also.
We might point out that we are aware of a couple of problems

that relate to these areas that we should know about. In the Piney
Creek area, for example, the Table Rock Reservoir and the Corps
of Engineers which is on the right, has presented a difficult access
problem to private land on the west beside that reservoir. And some
of those people may be able to cross the national forest land to get
reasonable access to their property because they have been cut off by
the reservoir. If this area becomes a study area, we will be unable
to provide for this type of access during the period of study until
Congress decides what to do with the area.
There is also under consideration at the present time a permit to

individuals who have a cultivation permit about in the center of the
area. There is a low stand growth. Really it could be called a row. It
is more of a path down through that area now and we need to do
some improvements so we can continue the cultivation in the center
of the area.
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Again, we are not sure if this becomes a study area under the full
criteria of the 1975 Wilderness Eastern Wilderness Act, we would
not be able to allow that to happen.
Senator HASKELL. What is a cultivation permit?
Mr. PETERSON. I think in this case it was an old farm that was in

there before we acquired the land and he has a permit to grow a crop
on that land.
Then in the Paddy Creek areas, we had not previously recommended

this for study. There are a couple of planned timber sales that were in
fiscal 1977 planned timber sale programs in this area. We would be
required to defer those until Congress determines what to do with
the area.
I just wanted to point out these two problems in these two areas.

Nevertheless, we are not objecting. We have no strong objection for
them being designated as study. We would have preferred to let the
land management planning proceed a little further to be able to
maybe recommend some better boundaries for studies or to approach
it from that way instead of starting with these boundaries.
Senator HASKELL. If you study these areas—particularly Bell

mountain and Rockpile mountain—would you be able to make recom-
mendations on boundary changes? Would that be part of your study
task? Certainly these boundaries are slightly irregular.
Mr. PETERSON. I think we could if we made it clear in the report, if

we have that license.
Senator HASKELL. I will endeavor to make that clear in the report.

Although everybody seems to want these areas, I can see some of
the Department's is attempting to manage them. Maybe some of it
could be obviated by a different drawing of a slightly different bound-
ary. I don't know. Maybe it is not practical, but I will do my best to
make sure that the report suggests that.
Mr. PETERSON. I might suggest that you recommend that we study the

area immediately adjacent to the study area boundary to look at
changes one way or the other in the boundary.
Senator HASKELL. All right.
Mr. PETERSON. We do have more of a problem with the Hercules

area, and again it is primarily in terms of procedure. The Hercules
area was again a modification of the Department's proposal during
the 93d Congress. Our primary concern there is that the proposal before
Congress now is to make this an instant area without going through
a full study process.
For example, at the present time we have no mineral survey of that

area. At the present time, we do not have a detailed evaluation of the
resource situation. The resources that might be foregone. I guess it
might be fair to say that we think it has considerable potential as
wilderness all right. And it might well be that the study would end
up recommending it for wilderness.
But we are concerned in jumping to designate it before Congress

had the benefit of a full study that normally that precedes designa-
tion. So we would recommend instead of making that an instant wil-
derness area, that you simply designate it for study. And the designa-
tion of the area for study would, of course, protect the area during the
study period so there would be no threat to the area during that period.
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Senator HASKELL. I don't know enough about the pros and cons
now, Mr. Peterson, to give you an answer, but we will certainly take
it into consideration.
Mr. PETERSON. We did make at least one or two serious mistakes in

designating instant areas previously. One in New England, you know,
that we have just recently come to Congress and asked to change the
boundaries. One reason for that is it was not given sufficient study
before it was designated. It was an instant area.
We would be happy to answer any more questions on the Missouri

wilderness before I move to the Louisiana.
Senator HASKEL. No. I think you might as well proceed with

Louisiana.
Excuse me, Mr. Peterson, but I have a statement from Senator

Johnston of Louisiana that I would like at this point to appear in
the record and then your testimony will follow.
[The prepared statements of Senator Johnston and Mr. Peterson

follows:]

STATEMENT OF HON. J. BENNETT JOHNSTON, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE
STATE OF LOUISIANA

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased today to submit testimony on behalf of S. 3444, a
bill to provide for the study of the Kisatchie Hills and Saline Bayou areas in
the Kisatchie National Forest in Louisana for possible designation as wilderness
areas. As Chairman of the Parks and Recreation Subcommittee, I am well aware
of the thousands of acres lost yearly to so-called "development and progress."
I am firmly committed to preserving areas for the recreational use of our future
generations. With the tremendous increase in recreational 'activity in the last
few years, clearly we must all be committed to preserving our natural treasures.
I have been contacted by hundreds of my constituents who have enjoyed the

scenic beauty of the Kisatchie Hills and Saline Bayou areas. Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts enjoy backpacking through the beautiful and unique terrain of the
Kisatchie Hills; birdwatchers and photographers revel in the many species of
birds and the varieties of wildlife and vegetation ranging from squirrel to deer
and cypress to pine; canoers float down the quiet stream of the Saline Bayou
in almost perfect seclusion and camp along its 'banks as our ancestors have done.

Louisiana proudly proclaims herself to be the "Bayou State." It is essential
that we initiate the proper management and protection of these areas in order
that we may preserve an important segment of our state's heritage for generations
to come.
Mr. Chairman, these areas were included in the Eastern Wilderness legislation

adopted by the 'Senate in the 93rd Congress. Unfortunately, both areas were
among the many that were deleted during House consideration of the measure.
I hope that this legislation can be enacted during the 94th Congress to allow a
study to commence on the suitability of these majestic areas for inclusion in our
wilderness system.

STATEMENT OF R. MAX PETERSON, DEPUTY CHIEF FOR PROGRAMS AND
LEGISLATION, FOREST SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to
present the views of the Department of Agriculture on the wilderness legislation

under consideration.

PROPOSED ARESA WITHIN MISSOURI

S. 3204 would direct the Secretary of Agriculture to review four areas within

the Mark Twain National Forest as to their suitability or nonsuitability for pres-
ervation as wilderness. S. 3676 would designate a fifth area as wilderness.
The Department of Agriculture's position with respect to the five proposed

areas is as follows: We recommend that the Bell Mountain and Rockpile Moun-
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tam n areas ( S. 3204) be designed as wilderness study areas if their boundaries
are modified. We have no objection to the designation of the Piney Creek and
Paddy Creek areas (also S. 3204) as wilderness study areas. We recommend
that the Hercules Glades area ( S. 3676) be designated as a wilderness study area
rather than as a wilderness area.
The Bell Mountain and Rockpile Mountain wilderness study area proposals

contained in S. 3204 are basically modifications of proposals recommended by
this Department during the 93rd Congress. The principal difference between the
present and the former proposals is that the boundaries have been revised to
exclude almost all privately owned lands. This has resulted in "cog-wheel"
shaped areas. Some of the boundary projections and indentations may impose con-
strains upon the study process, which will seek to locate boundaries that will,
among other things, enhance solitude, be readily identifiable on the ground, and
provide administrative unity.
We believe the boundaries of the Bell Mountain and Rockpile Mountain wil-

derness study areas should be straightened in some places. Accordingly, we recom-
mend that the Committee adopt our proposed boundaries as depicted on the maps
that we have brought with us.
The Piney Creek and Paddy Creek wilderness study area proposals, as con-

tained in S. 3204, were not among the areas recommended by this Department
during the 93rd Congress. We would prefer not to make recommendations as to
whether they should or should not be designated as wilderness study areas,
without having first evaluated those alternatives through the land management
planning process. However, we have no strong objections to their being desig-
nated as wilderness study areas at this time.
The Hercules Glades wilderness area proposal contained in S. 3676 is also a

modification of a proposal recommended by this Department during the 93rd
Congress. The principal difference between the present and former proposal is
that the boundary has been revised to exclude all privately owned lands. Be-
cause the excluded lands are located on the periphery of a consolidated block of
National Forest lands, the boundaries proposed by S. 3676 appear reasonably
suitable.
We have two recommendations concerning the proposed Hercules area. First,

and most importantly, we recommend that it be designated as a wilderness
study area rather than as an "instant" wilderness. The characteristics of the
area have not been comprehensively reviewed nor have public hearings been held
in the vicinity of affected land. Problems arising in the administration of certain
"instant" wildernesses designated by P.L. 93-622 have led us to conclude that it
is unwise to bypass the review procedures described in section 3(d) of the Wil-
derness Act. Second, we believe a few minor revisions should be made in the
boundary for the purpose of including some National Forest lands that could be-
come unnecessarily alienated if the adjacent lands were eventually designated as
wilderness as proposed by the bill. Accordingly, we recommend that the Committee
adopt our proposed boundary as depicited on the map that we have brought
with us.

PROPOSED AREAS WITHIN LOUISIANA

S. 3444 would direct the Secretary of Agriculture to review two areas within
the Kisatchie National Forest, Louisiana, as to their suitability or nonsuit-
ability for preservation as wilderness.
The Department of Agriculture recommends that the Kisatchie Hills area be

designated as a wilderness study area, and that the Saline Bayou area be deleted
from the bill.
We believe it can be concluded at this time on the basis of its location, con-

figuration, and uses that the Saline Bayou area is neither suitable nor manage-
able as wilderness. The area consists of a strip of land approximately 12 miles
in length and one-half mile in width. The strip follows a major segment of the
Saline Bayou. The strip is intersected at intervals by two State highways, two
roads, a railroad, and utility lines. A 17-family-unit National Forest campground
is located in the middle section of the area. Approximately 19 percent (955
acres) of the lands within the area are privately owned. The private lands are
divided into 46 separate ownerships. The mineral rights to all National Forest
lands within the area are also privately owned.
In addition, we believe the bills need clarifying amendments to remove some

uncertainty as to which laws are intended to govern the review and administra-

4
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tion of the areas. Recommended clarifying amendments and a explanation of

their purpose are attached to this statement.
This concludes my prepared statement, Mr. Chairman. I will be happy to re-

spond to any questions you may have.

ATTACHMENT TO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE STATEMENT ON S. 3204, S. 3444,
AND S. 3676

Following are recommended clarifying amendments:
S. 3204 and S. 3444 are drafted in a way that makes their substantive rela-

tionships to P.L. 93-622 and the Wilderness Act difficult to trace. P.L. 93-622
contemplates that future wildernesses and wilderness study areas within eastern
National Forests will be designated pursuant to that Act. However, the designat-
ing provisions of these bills do not refer to P.L. 93-622. Also, the areas to be
reviewed are not designated as "wilderness study areas", a term that is essen-
tial for connecting them to provisions of P.L. 93-622 governing study area review
procedures and administration. The bills also direct that areas designated for
study shall be administered in accordance with "applicable" provisions of the
Wilderness Act and P.L. 93-622. Because the bills do not clearly integrate the
areas with either Act, and because both Acts contain similar provisions, it will
be difficult to ascertain which provisions of the two Acts are "applicable". To
avoid problems of interpretation we recommend that S. 3204 (for example) be
amended as follows:

1. Delete lines 3-7 on page one and insert in lieu thereof the following:
"That in furtherance of the purposes of the Act of January 3, 1975 (88 Stat.

2069), and the Wilderness Act (78 Stat. 890), the following areas, as generally
depicted on maps appropriately referenced, dated   1976, are hereby
designated as wilderness study areas and shall be reviewed by the Secretary of
Agriculture as to their suitability or nonsuitability for preservation as wilder-
ness in accordance with the provisions of subsections 4(a). (d) and (e) of the
Act of January 3, 1975 :"

2. Revise section 2 to read as follows:
"SEc. 2. The areas designated as wilderness study areas in section 1 shall be

administered in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Act of Jan-
uary 3, 1975. (88 Stat. 2096)."

It is noted that section 3 of S. 3776 directs that the proposed Hercules Glades
Wilderness would be administered solely in accordance with the provisions of
the Wilderness Act. Therefore, the supplemental authorities of P.L. 93-622, re-
lating to land acquisition would not be available for administration. These
authorities should be available through reference to P.L. 93-622, whenever pri-
vate lands are included within eastern National Forest wildernesses.
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Mr. PETERSON. Thank you.
Starting with the Kisatchie Hills area which is the map on the

right. This is a very beautiful area and has been recognized previously
by us by the designation of a scenic area in 1961 near the center of
the area. There is development in that area now in terms of nine picnic
and camping units and served by a paved road along the western
edge by some 27 miles of road within the area. It is an area of long
leaf pine. There is a ridge with rock outcrops, and so on. It is a very
beautiful area. It is an extensively used mountain for recreation,
hunting and fishing.
There is within the area three farms that are on private land within

the proposed study area. There is a utility line that goes through the
area and also serves the scenic area. Although we are not objecting
to studying this area, we think you should be aware that there is
substantial development in the area now. It is heavily used for
recreation.
The impact of putting wilderness in there would be—it would be

to remove those family units, remove the utility lines, to remove some
of the things that people are now using in the area. So it may get
controversial.

Senator HASKELL. Thank you for calling that to our attention,
Mr. Peterson. Senator Johnston will probably want to discuss it.
Mr. PETERSON. The second area, the Saline Bayou area, we are

recommending that that be deleted from the study proposal. In the
first place, this is a very narrow strip of land ranging from about
a quarter of a mile to a mile in width along a very slow stream. It
has already been designated under State law as a scenic stream. We
have an agreement in the final stages of signing with the State which
would provide for essentially management along that stream.
It is crossed by two State highways at the present time. It is crossed

also by a Forest Service road or public service roads. It is crossed by
a railroad. It has residence—two residences within the area that are
occupied. It has utility lines.
We really don't see the Wilderness Act as being the correct vehicle

for the management of a stream which is basically the concern here.
We believe that the designation of this area under State law, under
the cooperative agreement with the State will adequately provide for
protection of the public resources there. And we recommend that this
area be deleted from the study as wilderness.
Senator HASKELL. Thank you,Mr. Peterson. We will consider your

testimony very carefully. Thank you.
Mr. PETERSON. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
Senator HASKELL. I understand that Ms. Raye-Page may have

something to say on the Louisiana areas. Would you mind leaving
the area maps there while she testifies?
Mr. PETERSON. We will be glad to and we will stay here.
Senator HASKELL. Fine. Thank you.
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. Mr. Chairman I am Ms. Raye-Page, again repre-

senting the Wilderness Society. And since the Missouri people won't
have a chance to respond to that, I would just like to mention several
things on the Missouri areas in response.
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For one thing, the mention of access to private lands is not a prob-
lem because the Wilderness Act anticipated this and in section 5A
says that, quote:
In any case where State-owned or privately owned land is completely sur-rounded by national forest land within areas designated by this act as wilder-ness, such State or private land shall be given such rights as may be necessaryto assure adequate access to such State-owned or privately owned lands by such

State or private owner.

So I don't think we really see that as a problem. I am also told
that there is no cropland in Piney Creek.
Now another thing is that Mr. Peterson mentioned about the pri-

vate land boundaries and the intrusion into wilderness. Well, I think
what this is really mentioning again is using buffer zones for wilder-
ness and in this very room and before this Senate committee, I think
that has been pretty well knocked down in the past.
As a matter of fact, in 1972 this Senate committee asked the various

agencies to go back and rewrite their proposals that did have such
things as enclaves and buffer zones. And also I think--

Senator HASKELL. I thought he was calling attention to the jagged
boundaries.
MS. RAYE-PAGE. That is right.
Senator HASKELL. Which, if they could be straightened out, it would

be all to the good; wouldn't it?
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. I think that is true 
Senator HASKELL. That one particularly Bell Mountain. It seems

to me that those lines could be in some way straightened out and
everybody would be the winner. Maybe they can't, I don't know.
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. They would, except I think what has happened in

the past is that there was a great deal of trauma over the private land.
Senator HASKELL. Yes. Well, as I say, as a practical matter perhaps

it can't be done. I don't know. •
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. I think what can be done is I heard in the Senate

from all of the Congressmen and all of the Missouri people, I think
we had about eight of them, is that they have worked very hard to
solve this problem. And now that they have taken out from any wilder-
ness designation the private land that the people feel fine about the
wilderness.
So, I think that-
Senator HASKELL. I think as a practical matter that is probably

right, but I think it is important for the Forest Service to look at the
possibilities of different boundaries during the study.
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. That is right, but some people might be willing

to, you know, sell their land.
Senator HASKELL. That's right.
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. But then if they are not, I think we are in a stage

now of wilderness in which we can't have acres of wilderness buffer
before we get to the designated wilderness. And that is going to hap-
pen to us more and more in any area. So I think we have got to have
wilderness where we can find it.
Senator HASKELL. Well, I agree with you.

4
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MS. RAYE-PAGE. And I also think, you know, the Congress addressed
this when it passed the Wilderness Act, that in its purpose it stated
that the purpose of establishing the 'Wilderness Act primarily was for
preserving natural lands for their own intrinsic value, not just for
people. So I think that the Congress has already made that decision.
Now, if I may go on to the Louisiana areas.
Senator HASKELL. Louisiana, yes.
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. I am sorry the Louisiana people were unable to get

here. So, they are very much in support of Senator Johnston's bill for
both Kisatchie Hills and Saline Bayou. So I will not really go into
Kisatchie Hills except to mention something that was brought out by
Mr. Peterson in talking about the transition lines and various things.
And I think that we have come across this in many other wilder-

ness areas and in some instances nonconforming uses may be permis-
sible at some future time and it may be possible to remove those.
But I think that should not be a detriment to the wilderness. Now,

•my main consideration is for Saline Bayou which apparently the
Forest Service does not want to consider as wilderness. Now, the 'peo-
ple that are from that area could give you a much better statement on
that, but this isn't the whole area, not just the stream. It is a very
unique area. And it has a very interesting geological 'history. It has
very diverse ecosystem. They have a full canopy of water. They have
forests. They have some unique, very tall cyprus trees and cyprus
swamps and some unusual plant forms that do not exist in other places
in Louisiana. So I think this area really should be considered for wil-
derness study.
And not only—although the Louisiana people and the Wilderness

Society support the study for the 5,000 acres, but also there is a pro-
posal for increasing that to 27,450, I believe. And there is—I believe
I called the committee or Mr. Johnston's office and I think they do have
a copy of this booklet, which is the Saline Bayou wilderness review
which spells it out quite well. And I will leave with the committee a
copy of the map, which does designate the areas that they are talking
about in this and—I will just leave that for the record.
So I think that while there are areas—and I think there are also

areas—I guess I was talking with some of the people down there yes-
terday—that they think might qualify.
So we would wish that this committee would ask the Forest Service

to study this larger area. for consideration as wilderness.
Senator HASKELL. Thank you, very much indeed.
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. Shall I give this to the—
Senator HASKELL. Yes. Mr. Williams will take that.
Let me just ask you one question. Why on the Saline Bayou there 
MS. RAYE-PAGE. 'On what ?
Senator HASKELL. On the long, thin one there, -why isn't there some

kind of wild, scenic river designation?
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. Well, it is a State scenic river. It is just that it is

a. very narrow area and apparently most of the Louisiana people think
that there is a much broader area that is around the river that needs
to be protected.
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Senator HASKELL. I see. But that is not much broader, is it?
MS. RAYE-PAGE. Yes.
Senator HASKELL. You mean the expanded proposal? Yes. Well,

that to me has more appeal. It seems to me that if you are just going
to study the 5,000 acres, the designation as a protected river is prob-
ably all that is needed, you don't really gain very much by calling it
a wilderness. On the other hand, if you are going to expand the area,
that is an entirely different story.
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. I think that is the reason for the Louisiana people

wanting the study and expanded area. Apparently, as I said 
Senator HASKELL. In other words, what they would like to do is to

amend that study area by enlarging it considerably.
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. Right. And ask the Forest Service to study that.

You know, then they will come back with their study. I think you
should have this booklet which is very excellent, which spells out 
Senator HASKELL. Maybe you could leave that for the files, or is that

your only copy?
Ms. RAYE-PAGE. It is my only copy, but Senator Johnston's office

has a copy which they said they would let you use. If you don't, why
don't you get in touch with me and I will see if we can get you one.
Senator HASKELL. Fine. Thank you very much.
The hearing is adjourned and unless, Mr. Karel, your friends feelvery strongly that their statement be included in the record, I amgoing to close the hearing. Do they feel very strongly about that?Mr. KAREL. Mr. Bates indicated they were going to try to get it inthe mail by early this week.
Senator HASKELL. Let me say this then: If it arrives here within aweek from today fine, we will keep the record open until next Friday.Mr. KAREL. I believe Congressman Taylor's staff does have copies

of at least the Ozark Society's testimony.
Senator HASKELL. I will leave it to him to get it over here and wewill keep the hearing record open for a week. Thank you very much.
[See the appendix for the submittal from Mr. Bates of the OzarkSociety.]
[Whereupon, at 10:08 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.]
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OZARK SOCIETY

July 26, 1976
A'

Senator Floyd Haskell

Sub-Committee on Environment and Land Resources

Washington, D.C.

H. R. Schoolcraft Chapter
P. 0. Box 692 J. S.
Springfield, Missouri 65801

Re: S 3204

Mr. Chairman,

I am writing to you as the Wilderness Committee Chairman of

the Ozark Society's Schoolcraft Chapter. Our organization is a

citizens group concerned with conservation issues affecting the

Ozark Highlands. I wish to speak in favor of the Hercules (Glades)

Wilderness Area as outlined on legislation recently introduced by

Senator Eagleton as well as the four wilderness study areas con-

tained on S 3204. These lands are all located within Mark Twain

National Forest and their wilderness status is currently being

considered by your sub-committee.

The proposed Hercules (Glades) Wilderness is an area of

approximately twelve thousand three hundred twenty-five (12,325)

acres as outlined on maps before the committee. It is composed

of a series of east-west ridges rising up to six hundred (600)

feet above Long Creek and, due to its isolation, remains untram-

mled by man. The area contains a variety of habitats including,

oak-hickory forest, open grassy balds and prairie-like glades,

allowing for diversity of life forms. Here in addition to native

species, many southwestern plants and animals exist on tilt very

edge of their range.
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Hercules has long been proposed for wilderness designation

due to the high quality of primitive recreational experience it

affords. In fact, it was considered as an instant wilderness

area by the preceding Congress during deliberations on the East-

ern Wilderness Act but was deleted from that legislation due to

inholdincr,s of private lends. We agree that the former boundary was

unworkable but now is has been modified to eliminate all private

inholdings as shown on our revised map dated 5/76. This still

leaves us with a manageable area of sufficient size to protect the

endemic life forms and their habitats.

The popularity of the Hercules Area and resulting public exposure

through articles in numerous publications, has occasioned studies by

many interested gro:Ips and individuals. The overwhelming conclusion

of these studies is that wilderness designation would be the best

possible use of the area and we strongly sunport that conclusion.

We further contend that no additional study is necessary and feel

that certainly "instant area" designation is warranted in this case.

On this paticular point we submit for your consid,ration the

attached renort and supporting ,,ocuments.

The Ozark Society would also like to express its support of the

proposed Piney Creek Wilderness Study Area. This area, located

in Mark Twain National Forest, is comprised of anproximately eight

thousand four hundred thirty (8,430) acres and is worthy of study

for many reasons. In particular, it is an entire str,cm watershed

remaining wild and primitive in an area which has been radically

altered by imooundments and develonment for intense recreational

activity.
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Piney Crock is a prime example of a native Ozark hardwood

and pine forest surviving in natural succession. However, this

could be substantially changed by the management activities of

the National Forest Service if Congress does not take action in

the near future.

It is our understanding that these activities, which could

possibly eliminate the wilderness option, will commence during

fiscal year 1977 if the legislation is not favorably considered.

These practices could still be undertaken even if Piney Creek

were assigned Area 1 status or other administrative designations

of the Forest Service, and therefore we feel that full wilderness

study area protection is necessary.

With the boundary outlined on our map dated 2/75, Piney Creek

would contain no private inholdings of land. It would, however,

preserve a manageable area encompassing the full watershed of

Piney Creek and necessary buffer zones to the east where it adjoins

Table Rock Lake. The area would still include all logically

necessary lands and would nrovide for the continuance of the dispersed

recreational activities for which it has been traditionally used.

The Hercules (Glades) and Piney Creek areas provide Southwest

Missourians and others with a look into their past at the land forms

which shaped the character and culture of this region. We contend

that the opportunity to preserve this heritage should not be passed

by and therefore urge favorable consideration of S 3204, and the

new legislation contain ng the Hercules Wilderness as an "instant

area". The Schoolcraft Chanter of the Ozark Society being a regional

organization has directed its efforts toward the two areas mentioned
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above. We have therefore dere:red promotion of the other study areas

to individuals and grouns who live in closer proximity to them.

However, let me take this ca-ortunity to urge favorable consideration

for the following wilderness study arer,s; Paddy Creek (6,8881 six

thousand eight hundred eoghty-eight acres, Bell Mountain (8,533)

eight thousand five hundred thirty-three acres, and Rockpile Mountain

(4,170) four thousand one hundred sevaaty acres, all areas contained

on S 3204. We apnrcciate your attention to our comments and request

that they be made a part of the formal record of the hearings

conducted recently on this legislation.

William D. Bates

Wilderness Committee Chairman
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CHRISTOPHER S. BOND
GOVERNOR A JAMES L. WILSON

DIRECTOR

missouri department of natural resources
, P.O. Box 176

July 28, 1976

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 314-751-3332

The Honorable Floyd Haskell, Chairman
Subcommittee on Environment and Land Resources
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs
United States Senate
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Haskell:

The Department of Natural Resources is pleased to offer testimony
before this Subcommittee regarding S.3204 and S.3676 designating
certain lands in Missouri as Wilderness or Wilderness Study Areas.

The Department has developed specific proposals for the following
areas now before the Subcommittee on Public Lands:

Bell Mountain
Rockpile Mountain
Paddy Creek
Piney Creek
Hercules

8,533 acres
4,170 acres
6,888 acres
8,432 acres
12,605 acres

Wilderness Study
Wilderness Study
Wilderness Study
Wilderness Study
Wilderness Area

Area
Area
Area
Area

S.3204 and S.3676 go far toward enactment of the wilderness pro-
posals endorsed by the Department of Natural Resources. We strongly
endorse both bills. We support the modification of the Hercules
Wilderness boundary to 12,325 acres, thus excluding all private
land. We reiterate our support for the Irish Wilderness as a
Wilderness Study Area in future legislation. We hope this area
will be actively considered in future Congresses.

All these wilderness proposals are the product of extensive and
thorough studies by both citizen groups and our Department.
Please refer to the attached report, Missouri Wilderness Proposals.
We point out the very broad support for these proposals, the
present lack of designated wilderness in Missouri, and the pend-
ind danger of incompatible timber sales in several of these areas.

On November 25, 1975, Governor Christopher S. Bond wrote to the
Forest Supervisor requesting administrative protection for cer-
tain proposed wilderness areas, pending Congressional delibera-
tions. The Forest Service responded negatively and, we think,
insensitively to this request. Following the introduction of
S.3204, this Department wrote to the Forest Supervisor request-
ing protection for the same areas. Again, the Forest Supervisor
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The Honorable Floyd Haskell
July 28, 1976
Page 2

responded that he would not defer non-wilderness activities,
scheduled for initiation this October, 1976. We feel that these
exchanges demonstrate the need for Congressional attention.
We strongly urge swift and affirmative action on this legis-
lation.

For your further information, we refer to the attached copies
of editorial comment from Missouri newspapers in support of
wilderness.

We consider passage of S.3204 and S.3676 as a vital priority
for a balanced natural resource program for Missouri.

Sincerely yours,

RTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

es L. Wflsb
irector

JLW:jkd

Enclosure

cc: Senator Stuart Symington
Senator Thomas Eagleton
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MISSOURI WILDERNESS PROPOSALS

Department of Natural Resources

June 25, 1976
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A. CONSERVATION COMMISSION AND DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

STATE OF MISSOURI

POSITION STATEMENT ON WILDERNESS 

The Conservation Commission and the Department of Natural Resourc
es

philosophically endorse the concept of preserving certain areas i
n the

state for their wilderness values, believing that this may be the
 "highest

and best" use of such lands.

The Commission and the Department of Natural Resources recogni
ze that

wilderness designation carries with it restrictions on the man
ner in which

wildlife and timber is managed, but feel the overall value as wil
derness,

on limited acreage, offsets its loss to other uses.

The Commission and Department of Natural Resources recognize too,

that the term "wilderness" has taken on different meanings under 
differing

conditions; nevertheless, preservation of wilderness, of appropri
ate quality,

has the general support of the Conservation Commission and the De
partment of

Natural Resources.

On a more specific basis, the Commission and the Department of Na
tural

Resources endorse the following named areas within the State of Missour
i,

in the Mark Twain National Forest, as additions to the National Wildern
ess

Preservation System.

Glades Wilderness, (12,605 acres) (also known as Hercules Glades Wil
der-

ness) in Taney County, be given immediate designation as a wildernes
s area;

and the following proposed areas be designated as Study Areas for po
ssible

later designation as Wilderness Areas:

Irish Wilderness, (17,320 acres) in Oregon County;

Bell Mountain Wilderness, (8,533 acres) in Iron County;

Rockpile Mountain Wilderness, (4,170 acres) in Madison County;

Paddy Creek Wilderness, (6,888 acres) in Texas County;

Piney Creek Wilderless, (8,432 acres) in Barry and Stone Counties.

The proposed areas would remove from wilderness designation most of

the privately-owned lands which were included in earlier proposals; wou
ld

arovide for study of the Irish Wilderness for possible future designati
on,

rather than immediately establishing it as a wilderness area; and would

add, for study, the Piney Creek and Paddy Creek areas.

(March 1976)
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B. BRIEF D ';CRIPTIONS OF PROPOSED WILDERNESS AREAS

Seven areas in Lissouri have been proposed for "wilderness"
or "wilderness study designLtion. The "study area concept
differs from the "inf.tant area" designation in that the area
would be managed as wilderness for a si,; year period while the
area was evaluated fr its wL1derness value and alternative uses
(timber, mineral potential, etc.). At the end of the study, the
decision will be made as to whether or not to include the area
in the Wilderness System.

Area 

Mingo

Bell Mountain

Rockpile Mountain

Paddy Creek

Hercules

Piney Creek

Irish Wilderness

Acreage 

8,000

8,533

4,170

6,888

12,605

8,432

17,562

Location 

Mingo National Wildlife Refuge,
Wayne and Stoddard Counties

Mark Twain National Forest, Iron
County
Mark Twain National Forest,
Madison County

Mark Twain National Forest,
Texas County
Mark Twain National Forest,
Taney County

Mark Twain National Forest,
Barry & Stone Counties

Mark ['wain National Forest,
Oregon County

Kansas
City

MISSOURI
Paddy

•Creek

Sprin ield

Min jo

t::14 *Hercules Irish

Lou

1, Bell Mtn.
Rockpilt
Mtn.

-N -

-2-
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All other wilderness proposLls are undcr the management
of the U.S. Forest Service.

4.„

,)

,

MINGO ILDFRNESS

(Walne & Stoddar,1 County)

1. Mingo Wilderness - Managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. This 8,0110 acre area is the only sieable remnant
of the original cy ress swamps which originally covered
almost all of the 1,00theel. A controversy exists in that
water must be mechanically regulated in the area because
of the lowered water table outside the area. This raises
a legal question with regard to wilderness management. The
Conservation Commission has endorsed a 1,700 acre proposal
for the area, but has not indicated opposition to an 8,000
area if management questions can be resolved. DNR has
not taken a position.

;

WAYNE STGDDARD

R7 E R8E

•. • . 1

'- •

NATIONA

tFE

-3-

7.111F_.11

R8E R9E

SCALE

T 28 N

T 27N

T 27N

T 26N

1 Mi.



50

2. Hercules Glades Wilderness - This 12,605 acre area is the
classic example of the large rrairie-like glades in
Missouri- It is the habitat for several rare or endangered
species. Nearly the entire wLtershed of Long's Creek
would be preserved For scientific purposes.

This area has been endorsed by the DNR and the Conservation
Commission for instint wilderness designation.

All other proposed areas have been endorsed by the Department
of Natural Resource3 and the Conservation Commission for
study area designatLon.

HERCULES GLADES WILDERNESS

(Taney County)

T 24 N

T 23 N

R 19 W R 18 W R 18 W R 17 W

SCALE

MILES
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3. Bell Mountzin Wilderness - This 3,533 acre proposal in

Iron County lies in the heart of the St. Francois Moun-

tains. A timber sale has been proposed here even though

the area has a long history of consideration for wilder-

ness designation. Large open barrens cover portions of

the sides of the mountain and provide beautiful vistas.

I 35N

T 34N

T 34N

T 33 N—

BELL MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS
(Iron County)

4

•

•

RI E R 2E

-5-

IRON CO.

REYNOLDS CO.



52

4. Rockpil( Mountain Wilderness - This 4,170 acre proposed
area is also in the St. Francois Mountains, but is more
densely forested than Bell Mountain. The exposed pre-
cambrian igneous rocks create shut-ins and areas of geo-
logic interest. The area is also known for its recreational,
archaeological and botonical features.

ROCKPILE MOUNT. N WILDERNESS

(Madisor aunty)

,
r A

R 5 E R 6 E

-6-

SCALE

•
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T 32 N

T 31 N
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5. Paddy Creek Wilderness - Th.s 6,888 acrE proposal offers
high quality historical, ge)logical and biological features,
as well as excellent recrea:ional opportunities. The color-
ful Roubidoux sandstone bed_ -ock of the area has produced
many beautiful formations. Com,ressman Ichord has agreed
to file legislation support:.ng this area. The timber
industry has ideLtified this area as a fine timber producing
are

PADDY CREEK WILDERNESS

(Texas County)

'

R II V R IOW

SCALE

-7-

33N

132 N

'W.
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6. Piney Creek Wilderness - This 8,432 acre proposal would
protect the entire watershed of Pine/ Creek for scientific
and recreational purposes. It would be a fine complement
to the adjacent Table Rock Lake Area. The area supports
important habitat for great blue heron, bald eagle, and
pileated woodpecker.

SCALE

-

PINEY CREEK WILDERNESS

(Barry & Stone Counties)

BA 3RY STONE

R 2f) W R 2z W

-8-
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7 Irish Wilderness - The largest and most well known of
all Missouri proposals is the 17,562 acre Irish Wilder-
ness. This area is perhaps the most primitive area we
have in public ownership. Several entire watersheds would
be preserved, as well as the unique coves, sinkholes and
springs in the area. This area also preserves a unique and
picturesque aspect of Missouri's historical heritage, dating
back to its original Irish settlers before the Civil War.

IRISH WILDERNESS
(Oregon & Ripley Counties)

R 3 W R 2 W

-9-

R 2 W R 1 W

Oregon Ripley

SCALE
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C. MISSOURI WILDERNESS

Chronological History

1960 Congress passes "Sustained Yield Act" (P.L. 86-517) authorizing
management of national forests to produce a sustained yield of
products and services specifically for the purpose of outdoor
recreation, range, timber, watershed, wildlife and fishing.

1964 Congress passes "National Wilderness Preservation System" (P.L.
88-577) which designates certain federally owned areas as
wilderness areas to be preserved and protected in their natural
state for The benefit of present and future generations of
Americans" specifically for recreational, scenic, scientific,
educational, conservation and historical uses. Under this Act,
no commercial enterprises, permanent roads, motorized vehicles,
timber harvesting, permanent structures or use of poisons or
herbicides are allowed.

1969 The areas of Bell Mountain, Rock Pile Mountain, Paddy Creek, Irish,
Hercules, Piney Creek, and Devil's Backbone were surveyed by the
Forest Service and referred to as "back country areas".

1971 These areas were reported to the Secretary of Agriculture and
referred to as "nature preserves", pending protective legislation.

1972 Senate Bill 316 would have designated Bell Mountain, Irish, Hercules,
and Rock Pile as wilderness areas, placing others in a study category.
This legislation never passed.

May 1, 1974 Memo from Dr. Wallace Howe, State Geologist, to Joseph Arundale expressing
concern over withdrawal from mineral entry, and corresponding
letter to Congressman Richard Ichord.

1974 Senate Bill 3433 again attempted to designate these areas as
wilderness areas. Because of the mineral concerns and because
large amounts of private land were included, these areas were
eventually deleted from the final version, which was passed •
January 3, 1974.

1975 Senate Bill 520 introduced, which would designate as "wilderness
areas" the areas which were deleted from previous legislation.
Irish and Hercules would be instantly designated as wilderness
areas and Rock Pile and Bell Mountain would be determined as
study areas. This legislation is pending.

March, 1975 Meeting with Forest Service and Conservation Federation to redraw
the proposed wilderness boundaries. The new boundaries excluded
most of the private land.

March 26, 1975 The Department of Natural Resources supports study designation for
the revised Irish Wilderness Area boundaries.

-10-



57

May, 1975 The Conservation Commission endorses Hercules Glades as "instant"
and Irish, Bell Mountain, Rockpile, Paddy Creek and Piney Creek
as wilderness "study" areas.

October, 1975 Department of Natural Resources and Conservation Department learn
of Forest Service plans to hold timber sales in Piney and Paddy
Creek proposed areas.

November, 1975 Department of Natural Resources and Conservation Commission jointly
endorse the revised acreage and status of the are mentioned in
the Commission, :lay 1975, Position Statement.

November, 1975 Governor Bond asks Forest Service to postpone timber sales until
Congress has opportunity to fully evaluate the wilderness option.

December, 1975

December, 1975

January, 1976

March 11, 1976

March 24, 1976

March 25, 1976

April 1, 1976

April 30, 1976

May 26, 1976

June, 1976

June, 1976

July 1, 1976

Forest Service rejects Governor Bond's request.

SIERRA Club files legal "Request for Reconsideration" of administra-
tive policy.

SIERRA Club request denied.

Representative Sponsler files House Resolution No. 110, which opposes
the inclusion of National Forest land in Missouri in the National
Wilderness Preservation System. The hearing was set for March 16,
1976, 8:00 p.m. in the House Lounge.

Wilson forwards to Rollins study completed by State Geologist con-
cerning mineral potentials in wilderness areas.

Senator Eagleton, Senator Symington, and Representative Symington
concurrently filed, the Missouri Wilderness Study Bill, S. 3402 and
H.R. 12821. Includes Bell Mountain, Rockpile Mountain, Paddy Creek,
and Piney Creek for study areas, including revised boundaries supported
by the Department of Natural Resources.

Sponsler Resolution placed on informal calendar from resolution
calendar. Virtually halting action during current session.

Wilson asks Rollins for clarification of meaning of Administrative
holds in light of new wildetness bill.

Deputy Forest Supervisor responds that the Forest Service will not
defer planned activities.

Modifications proposed for Lucipromise on Hercules Wilderness boundaries.
New boundaries accepted by leading conservation groups and Represen-
tative Gene Taylor.

H. R. 14530 introduced, including Hercules, Bell, Rockpile, Paddy,
Piney areas.

Hearings scheduled before House Subcommittee on Public Lands on
H. R. 14530 and H. R. 2975 (Mingo).
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D. LOCAL IMPACTS RESULTING FROM WITHDRAWAL CF TIMBER ACTIVITY FOR WILDERNESS

1. IMPACT ON LOCAL TIMBER COMPANY AVAILABLE FOREST RESOURCES

In 1970, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, published
the Missouri Soil and Water Conservation Needs Inventory. This report details
the acreage of general land uses on a count:, basis, and provides a breakdown
of the total "forest land" acreage in each county as well as an additional break-
down of "commercial" and "non-commercial" forest land. Federal lands are not
included in this inventory. The reporc. defines these categories as follows:

Forest Land. Lands which are (a) at least 10 percent stocked by forest trees of
any size and capable of producing timber or other wood products, or capable of
exerting an influence on the water regime; (b) lands from which the trees have
not been developed for other uses; or (c) afforested (planted) areas. "Soil bank"
lands planted to trees are included here. Land freshly clearcut and smoothed for
cropland or pasture is considered developed for other uses (see "b" above) and
was reported under the use anticipated.

Commercial - Forest land which is producing or is capable of producing
crops of industrial wood and not withdrawn from timber utilization by
statute or administrative regula.ions. This includes areas suitable for
management to grow crops of indu;trial wool generally of site quality
capable of producing in both acc!ssible and operable areas and prospec-
tively operable and accessible a -eas.

Non-commercial - Unproductive fo'est land incapable of yielding crops
of industrial wood because of adJerse site conditions and productive
forest land withdrawn from comme,cial timber through statute or adminis-
trative regulation, such as stata parks or wildlife refuges which would
be known locally.

The Department of Natural Resources anl the Conservation Commission have endorsed
the Hercules Glades area for inclusion into the National Wilderness Preservation
System. Five other areas ha\,e been endorsed for study and possible inclusion.

Since wilderness designation would mean that timber would no longer be harvested
this may have an adverse impEct on the local economy.

The timber industry operates on both public and private lands. To place the
wilderness areas in perspective, the following Table lists the wilderness area
acreage, the National Forest acreage and the private commercial forest acreage
for each county.

Forest Acreage of Counties with Potential Wilderness Areas 

Area Counties
Forested National

Acreage Forest 4crea3e %

Private Total
Commercial
Forest Acreage

Hercules Taney 12,605 43,187 29 276,884 4.6

Bell Mt.
Iron
Reynolds

8,533 175,952 5 692,452 1.2

Rockpile Mt. Madison 4,170 45,286 9 229,486 1.8
Paddy Creek Texas 6,888 43,176 16 475,887 1.4

Piney Creek
Barry 8,432 67,131 13 440,931 1.9

Irish Oregon 17,562 73,425 22 346,126 5.1

Total for Missouri 58,190 1,383,756 4 13,414,712 0.4
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To summarize the Table, the areas under consideration for wilderness range from
5% to 29% of the total National Forest forested acreage in the counties where
they are located. However, when compared to the total public and private
commercial forest acreage in the counties, the areas amount from 1% to 5% of the
total commercial forest land a‘ailable to the local timber companies within the
counties affected. In other words, even if all 6 areas were studied and eventually
included, the timber concerns of the local counties would only lose from 1% to 5%
of the lands now available to them for timber cutting. This assumes that the
companies do not harvest trees in other bordering counties and that the entire
proposed wilderness tracts are forested, both of which lead to a more liberal assess-
ment of the problem than the actual situation.

Most importantly, the Department of Natural Resources position supports "instant"
wilderness designation for only one area, Hercules Glades, 12,605 acres. Designation
of this area as wilderness would remove 0.9% of the total Missouri National Forest
land from timber harvest and only 0.09% of the total statewide commercial forest
land. In addition, the "glade" condition of this land dictates that it is a
relatively poor timber producing area, and indeed, is only two-thirds forested.

The Department also supports the study of the five additional areas to evaluate
their potential for wilderness designation as well as the economic and social
impacts to the local area.

2. TIMBER INDUSTRY AND JOBS

Studies have shown that a relatively large percentage of our total statewide
timber resource growth is from managed National Forest lands. In Missouri, National
Forest land represents only about 10 percent of our total commercial timber resource
areas. It would appear that the forest products industry in Missouri would have
much more to gain from programs to assist private landowners to improve their
vast under-utilized private forest resource, than to oppose the consideration
of 58,000 acres of forest land for wilderness management. As the Conservation 
Needs Inventory points out, over 9 million acres of timber stands are in need of
improved management.

With minor timber stand improvement to the private forests in the areas near the
proposed wilderness areas it is likely that there will be an increase in timber
resources and related jobs which would far outweigh any possible loss in employment
due to wilderness designation. It is our feeling that the Hercules Glades Wilder-
ness designation will not result in any job loss. According to rough estimates
from timber concerns, the Paddy Creek area supported 18 man/years of labor during
a 10 year period. This would amouit to 1.8 jobs per year. Study area designation
would allow a more sound analysis .)f. this impact. Our rough estimates indicate
that even if all 5 study areas wer3 eventually approved for wilderness, less
than 10 jobs would be effectec.

3. IMPACT ON COUNTY REIMBURSEMENTS

Some concern has also been voiced regarding the possible loss of county reimburse-
ment revenues due to wilderness designation. Any income derived from the com-
mercial use of National Forest resources is deposited in a single account.
Twenty-five percent of the total receipts are returned to local counties for
roads and schools. Thus, 25% of the total forest income is distributed pro-
portionally to all counties with National Forest acreage. The larger the acreage
of forest land, the larger the return.

In Fiscal Year 1975, a total of $87,600 was reimbursed to all counties with
National Forest acreage as a result of timber receipts. This $87,600 resulted
from the timber activity on the 1,438,000 acres of National Forest land in
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Missouri. This implies an average reimbursement of $0.06 per acre. A better
estimate of the timber resources would be developed during the study of each
area. However, using this figure for the Hercules Glades would imply an
estimated loss of a total of $760, distributed to all 29 counties with National
Forest acreage.

If the 5 areas endorsed for study were all eventually entered into the Wilderness
System, this 45,600 acres at $C.06 per acre would amount to an estimated total
loss of $2,735 to all counties. These losses would be distributed proportionately
to any and all counties in the state with National Forest acreage, based on their
total acreage et National Forest lands. The table below lists the total National
Forest land in each county.

County

National Forest Acreages

Forested
Acres

as of 06/30/75

Net NF
Acreage

Bollinger 1,566 1,566
Butler 48,460 46,441
Carter 88,935 82,490
Crawford 49,126 44,197
Dent 67,723 67,373
Iron 96,880 93,212
Laclede 28,220 27,491
Madison 46,661 45,286
Phelps 60,501 58,999
Pulaski 44,047 41,095
Reynolds 89.668 83,740
Saint Francois 893 893
Saint Genevieve 9.869 9,685
Shannon 83.336 80,450
Texas 46,506 43,187
Washington 81.507 80,519
Wayne 84,828 82,025
Wright 7.079 7,071
Barry 53,441 52,573
Christian 50,455 49,765
Douglas 40 786 39,729
Howell 48 726 47,822
Oregon 96 432 78,426
Ozark 38.527 37,619
Ripley 94 323 91.706
Stone 16 270 14,558
Taney 75 238 63,504

Grand Total 1,450 003 1,372,022

The total impact on reimbursement dollars to local counties if all 6 areas were
studied and eventually designated wuld be about $3,500 per year. The ratio of
the National Forest land in a count to the total National Forest land in the
state, multiplied bi the estimated '3,500 total loss, yields an estimate of the
potential loss to each county. For example, the county with the highest acreage
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is Iron County, 96,880 acres, whi:h amounts to about 7% of the Missouri National
Forest land. Thus, Iron County w)uld lose 7% of the,,3,500 estimate to all counties.
For Iron County, wilderness desiglation of all 6 proposed areas would cost the
county about $245 per year. The :ounty with the smallest acreage, St. Francois,
893 acres, would lose $2.17 if all areas were designated wilderness.

From this estimate, no county in iissouri would lose more than $54 per year if
Hercules Glades were given "instant" wilderness designation and the other 5
areas were given "study" designation. If all 6 areas eventually were entered
into the Wilderness System, no on2 county would lose more than $245 per year.

4. THE LACK OF A MARKET FOR NATIONAL FOREST TIMBER

According to the Forest Service, a total of 59,822 million board feet (MBF) of
timber was offered for sale in FY 75. Of this total offered, 30,745 MBF, more
than half, were not bid upon by any tilkber companies. Only 29,077 MBF were
actually sold. It appears that the Forest Service does not have a market for
about half of the timber that they would like to sell.

5. CONCLUSIONS

When compared to the timber resources in the local areas, the proposed
wilderness study areas dould remove f'om 1 to 5 percent of the forests
available in the respective counties to their activity.

Since 90 percent of Missouri's forest resources are in private ownership,
it would seem desirable for the timber products industries to shift their
demands for wood products more rapidly from the National forests to the
private domain.

Forest Products interests would have far more to gain in Missouri by
encouraging programs to assist privats landowners to improve the private
forests than to oppose the consideration of 4 percent of our National
forest, public land, for wilderness mlnagement.

Our rough estimate is that less than 10 jobs will be affected if all 6
areas become Wilderness Areas. With a minor shift to the private
timber resources, more job opportunities would be created.

If all 6 areas are withheld from timb)r activities, we estimate that no
county will loose more than $245 per tear of their 25% reimbursement
funds.

Prepared by the Missouri Department of Na.ural Resources, March 1976.

Sources: Missouri Soil & Water Conservat on Needs Inventory. Soil Conservation
Service, U.S.D.A. 190.

Forest Facts. Nationa Forests of Missouri 1975.
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E. ISSUES AN) RESPONSES REGARDING MISSOURI WILDERNESS

1. THE MINERAL ISSUE

ISSUE

- The mineral industries oppose the wilderness concept
because they believe wilderness designation would close
the areas to mineral entry.

RESPONSE

- The bill specifically allows mineral exploration in
wilderness areas.

- All valid mineral claims filed prior to December 31, 1983
will be honored within the boundaries of a wilderness area.

- The closest proposed wilderness study area with any significant
mineral potenti,i is 40 miles south of the nearest discovered
ore body; this is almost as great as the entire known length
of the Viburnam trend.

- There is little evidence suggesting the presence of
mineral deposits in the proposed Irish Wilderness
areas.* If minerals are present, they are estimated
to be at least 2,000 feet below grord, 1,OCO feet
deeper than the Viburnum trend deposits.

- "Study Area designation will permit six years to research
the proposed areas to determine mine a1 potential and
resolve the issue.

- The probability of a mineral discovery in the proposed
wilderness areas (60,000 acres) is no greater than the
probability of discovery in the vast acreages now open for
mineral entry in the Ozarks.

- Wilderness designation can be withdrawn at any time by
Congress if it is deemed in the National interest.

2. THE PRIVATE LAND ISSUE

ISSUE

- Rural landowners and legislators are concerned about the
inclusion of private land in the wilderness proposals and
potential for condemnation.

RESPONSE

- Original wilderness proposals by the Forest Service included
8,685 acres of private land. Most of this private land
was excluded in the revised proposals in a work session
with the Forest Service and the Conservation Federation.
Only the revised boundaries were endorsed by the Department
of Natural Resources and the Conservation Commission.

*See Stage Geologist's letter in Appendix A.
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- The revised state endorsed proposals include 812 acres of

private land.

- The Wilderness Act does not give any additional reason or

power for condemnation. In fact, the Act specifically

states that private landowners surrounded by wilderness land

"shall be given such rights to assure adequate access".

3. THE TIMBER CUTTING ISSUE

ISSUE

- The Missouri Forest Products Association has opposed the

wilderness concept because it would remove "large acreages

of forested land fromtimber harvest".

RESPDNSE

- Missouri now has 13,000,000 acres of forested land. The

60,000 acres proposed for wilderness areas amount to less

than one-half of one percent.

- National Forest lands in Missouri total nearly 1.5 million

acres. Proposed wilderness and wilderness study areas

amount to les than 4% of these federal lands.

- Practices considered "good forestry practice" have varied

with time. 80 years ago, "good forestry practice" was to

clear-cut the entire Ozark forest and burn all that remained.

As a result, the Ozark soils eroded and the soils now are

in poor condition even for timber production. 80 years

from now, science may also point out errors we are now

making. From a scientific standpoint, the forest industry

would benefit from the wilderness area in that base-line

studies could be made for comparison wLth "timber managed"

areas. One-half of one percent seems small for these pur-

poses.

- The Hercules Glades area for the most part is not even forested
land. It is a vast expanse or roc < outcroppings with soil

so thin that only a few cedar trees survive.

- The Forest Service has identified 125,000 acres of land for

"Area I" management with light timber activity. Half of

this acreage consists of the proposed wilderness areas.

Under this management, clear-cuts are still allowed.

- The MFPA states that 300,000 acres of public forests have

already .een removed from timber cutting. We are unable

to subst ntiate this.
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- The MFPA supports the concept of setting aside certain
areas to be left undev,31oped and unharvested, but that
these areas should be carefully selected and their size
minimal. The areas were carefully selected by the
Forest Service and the current proposals, less than one-
tenth of one percent of Missouri's 44,000,000 acres, is
considered minimal.

4. THE 25% REIMBURSEFENT DOLLAR LOSS
TO LOCAL COUNTIES ISSUE

ISSUE

- Some rural landowners in co Intie; with National Forest acreage
have been represented as op.,osinq the wilderness concept because
of the loss of timber recei)ts which will reduce the 25%
reimbursement from the Nati )nal Forest incomes to the local
communities.

RESPONSE

- It is estimated that the total loss to all counties, if all
wilderness proposals are iracted by Congress after study, will
be about $6,000 per year, as compared to 1975 total reimburse-
ments of over $1.7 million.

- No one county will lose more than $400 per year.

- Timber is a minor contribution to the reimbursements,
only 5%.

- Mining is the major contrilation, 94%. On February 17,
1976, the forests in Missotri were merged from two forests
into one - Mark Twain. This allowed mining receipts from
the old Clark National Forst areas to be distributed to
all counties with National Forest acreage.

- Because of the Forest Unit Merger, the Old Mark Twain
counties, which includes tla Iri11 Wilderness, will
receive nine times more morel, this year than in 1975.

- The loss of timber receipt: from a wilderness area will
be distributed to all counties with National Forest
acreage, and not impact th: local area alone.

5. TAE NEED FOR WILDERNESS IN THE
NATIQtIAL FORESTS ISSUE

ISSUE

- Conservation groups, the anserxition Commission, the
Department of Nati.ral Resources and numerous newspaper
editorials have sipported the proposals.
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REASONS

- The National Forest Plan states:

"Because they provide the only large,

contiguous areas of public ownership

in the state, the people must look to

the National Forests to provide a wilder-

ness resource."

- The 1964 Wilderness Act designates a national system for

the Nation. Samples of Missouri's remaining natural land-

scapes are essential components of any adequate wilderness

system.

- Missouri presently has no acreage designatud as wilderness

areas or wilderness study areas.

- In the 200 years since the birth of our Nation, Missouri

has lost nearly all of its original 44,000,000 acres of

wilderness. Proposals for wilderness and wilderness

study areas in Missouri total only 60,000 acres (about

one-tenth of one percent).

- Wilderness areas would provide a high quality recreation

experience without conflicts from motorized equipment.

- Permitted human uses of wildernesses, include hiking,

camping, horseback riding, hunting, fishing, photography,

nature study, bird watching and swimming, as well as

scientific research.

- Activities which will e prohibited in wilderness areas,

include use of motorized vehicles, powerline construction,

commercial timber cutting, and road construction.

- Wilderness will be important for forestry research, water

quality research, and wildlife research.

- Old forest stands will help maintain a diverse wildlife

habitat, not available in managed areas.

- Management of forests may produce larger numbers of limited

species, but also eliminate some natural species.

Natural wilderness areas will provide reservoirs of gene

pools which will be essential to genetic research. Once

a genetic material unique to a species is lost, it can

never be duplicated.

- In the Wilderness Act, Congress addresses the need for pre
-

servation of certain areas as::

"...additional areas of wilderness in the more

populous eastern half of the United States are

increasingly threatened by the pressures of a
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growing and more mobile population, large-scale
industrial and economic growth, and development
and uses inconsistent with the protection, main-
tenance, and enhancement of the areas' wilderness
character." and

"Therefore, the Congress finds and declares
that it is in the national interest that these
and similar areas in the eastern half of the
United States be promptly designatd as wilder-
ness within the National Wilderness Preservation
System, in order to preserve such area as an
enduring resource of wilderness which shall be
managed to promote and perpetuate the wilderness
character of the land and its specific values of
solitude, physical and mental challenge, scien-
tific study, inspiration, and primitive recre-
ation for the benefit of all of the American
people of present and future generations."

- Most importantly, wilderness is a rapidly diminishing resource
for solitude, pnysical and mental challenge7— ElenZiTic study,
inspiration and primitive recreation. It is more difficult
to assign a dollar value to these benefits. A portion of
our citizenry demands these benefits and has a right for
certain areas of public land to be set aside for their use.
These citizens, the rightful purchasers and owners of public
lands, should have at least as much, if not more right to
their pursuits on public lands as the private concerns of
the mining and timber industries. The four percent requested
for their needs is trivial compared to the remaining 96 per-
cent available for private exploitation.

- History of Support - Endorsed by the Missouri Department
of Natural Resources and the Department of Conservation and
requested for protection by Governor Bond. Professed com-
mitment of Forest Service of protection of National
Wilderness Resource. Specific Forest Service endorsement
of four (4) of the six (6) areas, (Bell Mountain, Rockpile
Mountain, Hercules Glades and Irish), as wilderness or
wilderness study areas. Citizen endorsements - Conservation
Federation of Missouri, Ozark Chapter of Sierra Club,
Missouri Friends of the Earth, Ozark Society, Wilderness
Society, Webster Groves Nature Study Society, Coalition
for the Environment, Missouri Audubon Society, Columbia
Audubon Society and others, including editorial support
from newspapers in 15 communities; urban and rural.

6. THE STUDY AREA VERSUS
INSTANT WILDERNESS ISSUE

ISSUE

- There is gross misunderstandings between the opponents and
supportrs of wilderness regarding "study" and "instant"
designazion.
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RESPONSE

The proposed areas for wilderness and wilderness study
consideration are:

(1) Bell Mountain 8,533 Acres Study
(2) Rockpile Mountain 4,170 Acres Study
(3) Paddy Creek 6,E88 Acres Study
(4) Piney Creek 8,432 Acres Study
(5) Irish Wilderness 17,320 Acres Study
(6) Hercules Glades 12,605 Acres Instant

- Only study area designation has been supported by the state
for five (5) of the six (6) areas. Such study designation
will mandate a thorough evaLuation cf the resources and the
various potential uses of tlese areas.

- Instant designation would inmediately prohibit commercial
enterprise development, roal construction, use of motorized
vehicles, powerline constru:tion, ard timber cutting.

- Mineral claims will be possible until December 31, 1983.
Claims will be honored beyond 1983. Mineral exploration
will always be permitted by public and private interests.

- Study area designation will call for management consistent
to the instant designation for the entire study period.

- The study must be completed within six years.

- The study will evaluate the mineral potential, economic
impact, timber resources, c,)mpeting interests in the area,
as well as the areas suitab.lity for wilderness designation.

- The findings may or may not recommend wilderness designation.

7, THE MULTIPLE-USE SUSTAINED ELD ISSUE

ISSUE

- Opponents claim that all public forest land should be managed
for multiple use and sustained yielc and that "wilderness"
violates this principle.

RESPONSE

- Wilderness preservation is consistent with and integral
the concept of multiple-use of Federal forest land.

- The Wilderness Act (P.L. 88-577) specifically states:

"Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed
to be in interference 1,.ith the purpose
for which national forests are established
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as set forth in the Act of June 4, 1897
(30 Stat.11) and the Multiple-Use Sus-
tained-Yield Act of June 12, 1960 (74
Stat.215)."

The Multiple-Use Sustained Yield Act of 1960 (P.L.
Sec. 4, states:

"Multiple use means: The management of
all the various renewable surface resources
of the national forests so that they are
utilized in the colbination that will best
meet the needs of :he American people;
making the most judicious use of the land
for some or all of these resources or re-
lated services over areas large enough to
provide sufficient latitude for periodic
adjustments in use to conform to changing
needs and conditions;*  that some .i.and will
be used for less than all of the resourcesl
and harmonious and coordinated management
of the various resources, each with the
other, without impairment of the producti-
vity of the land, with consideration being
given to the relative values of the various
resources,* and not necessarily the combin-
ation of uses that will give the greatest 
dollar return or the greatest unit output."

"Sustained yield of the several products
and*services" means the achievement and main-
tenariZZ—IF—Perpetuity of a high-level annual
or regular periodic output of the various
renewable resources of the national forests
without impairment of the productivity of
the land."

*emphasis added 
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F. MISSOURI WILDERNESS FACT SHEET

March 31, 1976

General 1. The proposed areas endorsed for wilderness and wilderness study
consideration are:

(1) Bell Mountain 8,533 Acres-Study
(2) Rockpile Mountain 4,170 Acres-Study
(3) Paddy Creek 6,888 Acres-Study
(4) Piney Creek 8,432 Acres-Study
(5) Irish Wilderness 17,320 Acres-Study
(6) Hercules Glades 12,605 Acres-Instant

2. Missouri presently has no acreage designated as wilderness areas
or wilderness study areas

3. Only study area designation has been supported by the state for
five (5) of the six (6) areas. Such study designation will man-
date a thorough evaluation of the resources and the various
potential uses of these areas.

4. The 1964 Wilderness Act designates a national system for the
Nation. Samples of Missouri's remaining natural landscapes are
essential components of any adequate wilderness system.

5. National Forest lands in Missouri total nearly 1.5 million acres.
Proposed wilderness and wilderness study areas amount to less
than 4% of these federal lands.

Fire 6. The Wilderness Act states: "In addition, such measures may be
Control taken as may be necessary in the control of fire, insects, and

diseases subject to such conditions as the Secretary (of Agri-
culture) deems desirable."

Mineral 7. The State Geologist has researched the proposed wilderness areas
and has determined that the potential for mineral resources is
poor in all areas except Irish Wilderness. The Irish has not
been an area of priority for exploration. No mineral deposits
have been discovered and none are being mined.

8. All valid mineral claims filed prior to December 31, 1983 will
be honored within the boundaries of a wilderness area. All
wilderness bills refer to the original Wilderness Act regarding
management including minerals.

9. The closest proposed wilderness study area with any mineral
potential is 40 miles south of the nearest discovered ore body;
this is almost as great as the entire known length of the
Viburnum trend.
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10. There is no evidence suggesting the presence of mineral deposits
on any of the proposed wilderness areas. No mining activity or
mineral exploration have occurred in the proposed areas.

Timber 11. Missouri now has 13,000,000 acres of commercial forests. The
60,000 acres proposed for wilderness areas amount to less than
one-half of one percent.

12. National Forest timber does not represent a scarce resource. In
FY 75, the Forest Service in—PTssouri offered 59,822 MBF of timber
for bid. Of this total, only 29,077 MBF, or less than one half,
was actually sold. 30,745 MBF were not even biTlpon.

13. Wilderness designation would remove a maximum of 1 to 5 percent
of the public and private timber resources of the respective 
counties from the timber industry.

Jobs 14. There is no evidence that any jobs would be lost even if all pro-
posed areas are designated as wilderness. Study Area designation
would insure thorough analysis of this possibility.

Multiple 15. Wilderness preservation is consistent with and integral to the
Use concept of multiple use of Federal Forest land. The Multiple

Use Sustained Yield Act states:

The establishment and maintenance of wilderness
are consistent with the purposes and provisions
of this Act."

16. In the 200 years since the birth of our Nation, Missouri has lost
nearly all of its original 44,000,000 acres of wilderness. Pro-
posals for wilderness and wilderness study areas in Missouri
total only 58,000 acres (about one-tenth of one percent).

Uses and 17. Permitted human uses of wildernesses, include hiking, camping,
Restrictions horseback riding, hunting, fishing, photography, nature study,

bird watching and swimming, as well as scientific research.

18. Activities which will be prohibited in wilderness areas, include
use of motorized vehicles, powerline construction, commercial
timber cutting, and road construction.

19. Wilderness areas would provide a high quality recreation experience
without conflicts from motorized equipment.
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CNRiSTOPHER S. BOND
GOVERNOR A

APPENDIX A

JAMES L. WILSON
DIRECTOR

missouri department of natural resources
P.O. Box 176

March 24,, 1976

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 314-751-3332

Mr. Don Rollens
Supervisor
Mark Twain National Forest
Rolla, Missouri 65401

Dear Mr. Rollens:

Please find attached an analysis of the mineral resources potential
of several of the proposed wilderness areas in Missouri prepared by
the State Geologist in response to your request. The areas which
are discussed in this analysis are essentially the areas currently
under debate in Congress as listed in S. 520. The wilderness
boundaries indicated on the map in the analysis are the boundaries
listed in S. 520 and not the same boundaries which the Department of
Natural Resources has endorsed.

The analysis of mineral resources clearly supports the state's
position. If you desire a similar mineral analysis of the Paddy
Creek and Piney Creek areas, we will be happy to provide it.

The Department's position is as follows:

(1) Bell Mountain 8,533 Acres-Study
(2) Rockpile Mountain 4,170 Acres-Study
(3) Paddy Creed 6,888 Acres-Study
(4) Piney Creek 8,432 Acres-Study
(5) Irish Wilderness 17,320 Acres-Study
(6) Hercules Glades 12,605 Acres-Instant

With modifications, we support S. 520. These modifications include:

1. Minor boundary revisions to exclude the majority of the
private land;

2. Addition of Paddy Creek and Piney Creek as wilderness
study areas; and

3. Removing the Irish Wilderness area from "Instant" to
"Study".
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Mr. Don Rollens -2- March 24, 1976

In the event you refer to the State Geologist's analysis in your
testimony, I hope that you will keep this information in the context
of the Department's policy on these wilderness areas. We have made
a careful evaluation of the various natural resource interests in
this matter, including the minerals question, and feel we have
developed a reasonable and balanced position.

Specifically, DNR strongly encourages wilderness, as a matter of
policy, for the following reasons:

1. Wilderness, unaffected by man, is an important societal
value which we have an obligation to preserve for future
generations.

2. Of Missouri's total 44 million acres, only the proposed
60,000 acres still qualify as wilderness. Despite this,
the proposed areas are threatened by timber cutting
which would disqualify them for decades.

3. The 60,000 acres amount to less than half of 1% of the
state's remaining forest lands. The likelihood of mineral
deposits is extremely remote. Nevertheless, we support
study designation of five areas to make a fair determination
of fact regarding the benefits and impacts of wilderness
designation, and to allow for thorough public input.

4. The establishment and maintenance of areas of wilderness
are consistent with the purposes of the Multiple-Use
Sustained Yield Act.

5. The existence of wilderness areas in Missouri would provide
an important laboratory for scientific research. We have in
our state some of the finest oak-hickory stands in this area
of the country. Much of this research would benefit the
timber industry.

6. Of the 60,000 acres proposed, only 812 are in private owner-
ship. The remaining acres are in public ownership, held by
the U. S. Forest Service.
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Mr. Don Rollens -3- March 24, 1976

In conclusion, Missouri has no wilderness areas and we are at acritical point where we must begin to study potential areas now orrisk losing this societal value for decades, perhaps forever. Itis our considered professional opinion that a small fraction ofour land -- only 60,000 acres already in public ownership -- shouldbe preserved in wilderness as a reminder of our natural heritage andas a source of recreational pursuits and scientific research
presently unavailable. We believe the negative aspects of designationare extremely minimal and, on balance, can be readily accommodatedby our state; nevertheless, thorough study and citizen input shouldbe pursued. Our policy is shared with Governor Christopher S. Bond,the Missouri Conservation Commission, and a broad spectrum of citizengroups and newspapers throughout the state.

Your interest in this matter is sincerely appreciated. By copy ofthis letter and attachments, I am advising the Missouri CongressionalDelegation of our position.

Sincerely yours,

DEyARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

James L. Wil.6on
Director

JLW:mnd

cc; Missouri Congressional Delegation
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CHRISTOPHER S. BOND

GOVERNOR A
JAMES 1. WILSON

DIRECTOR

missouri department of natural resources
P0 Box 176 Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 23, 1976

314-751-3332

TO: Mr. Donald L. Rollers, Supervisor, Mark Twain National Forest
Districts, Rolla, Missouri

cc: James L. Wilson

FROM: Wallace B. Howe, State Geologist and Director, Division of
Geology & Land Survey, Missouri Department of Natural Resources

SUBJECT: Mineral Resources Potential of the Irish Wilderness, Hercules
Glades, Bell Mountain and Rockpile Mountain Proposed Wilderness
Areas in Missouri, as requested March 10, 1976

A. GENERAL INFORMATION

With minor exceptions the areas proposed for wilderness designation are

located wholly within ranger districts of the Mark Twain National Forest

(new name for the 4 Clark and 4 Mark Twain ranger districts in southern

Missouri). The accompanying map has been prepared to show the location

of the Irish Wilderness, Bell Mountain and Rockpile Mountain areas with

respect to the major lead-zinc and iron ore deposits in southeastern

Missouri. The proposed Hercules Glades area is in the Ava ranger district

in Taney County in southwestern Missouri. It is located about 40 miles

southeast of Aurora, the easternmost outlier of the Tri-State zinc-lead

district. Mining activity in southwest Missouri was centered around

Joplin, about 80 miles distant. The last production in the district
(in Kansas) was suspended in 1970, but exploration continues on a
sporadic basis in Kansas, Oklahoma and Missouri.

B. COMMENTS ON INDIVIDUAL PROPOSED WILDERNESS AREAS
1. Irish Wilderness Area - Oreyon County (Winona-Doniphan-Van Buren 

District)

The general area in southern Missouri is well known for occurrences
of near-surface brown iron ore deposits. However, only one is re-
ported within the outlines of the proposed wilderness area. Hundreds
of these deposits have been mined in the past, but there has been no

mining of this type of ore in Missouri since 1967. With a few possible

exceptions, these surficial deposits are not presently nor expected to

be important in the foreseeable future.
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MEMORANDUM -
Mr. Donald L. Rollens 2 March 23, 1976

The main mineral potential of the Irish Wilderness is for deeply
buried lead-zinc deposits, and to a lesser extent, iron and copper
deposits in the Precambrian basement rocks. The proposed wilder-
ness area is roughly on line and about 30 miles south of the
Viburnum Trend (see accompanying map). This was pointed out in a
memorandum to Mr. Arundale, Bureau of Mines Liaison Officer in
Missouri, in May 1974; and in a letter to Congressman Richard
Ichord in July 1974. The depth to the basement rocks in this area
is at least 2200 feet. The top of the Bonneterre Formation, host
of all the major lead-zinc deposits in southeastern Missouri, is
probably around 2000 feet deep. Surface mapping and certain geo-
physical surveys (aeromagnetic in particular) may give some clues
to favorable conditions, but core drilling on a substantial scale
must be done to confirm or deny the existence of ore deposits.

The Bonneterre Formation and the basement rocks become progressively
deeper with distance away from the St. Francois Mountains, and this
adds to the cost of prospect drilling. For example, in the mines to
the north, the ore bodies range in depth from 600 to 1500 feet. It
is logical to expect that the shallower target areas nearer the
highlands will be explored first and this has usually been the case.

Since the evaluations were made by this organization in 1974, there
have been two intensive exploration drilling campaigns, first in
Bollinger County, and now a few miles north of the Irish Wilderness,
along the border between Carter and Ripley Counties. In addition,
a large block of prospecting permits covering an area in Carter
County was applied for late in 1975 (see attached map). These
developments substantiate earlier predictions that exploration will
proceed southward and eastward from the area of known deposits.

2. Hercules Glades Area - Taney County (Ava District)

There are no known metallic mineral deposits in this area. As
pointed out in the introduction, the location is about 40 miles
southeast of Aurora, and 80 miles from Joplin, the mining center in
Missouri is the Tri-State zinc-lead mining district. The last signi-
ficant mine production in the Missouri sector was in 1957, but mining
companies have conducted limited exploration programs in the general
area up to the present time.

The bedrock in the proposed wilderness area is the Jefferson City
Dolomite of Ordovician age. This formation often contains narrow
veins and pockets of lead and zinc minerals, but sizeable ore
deposits are uncommon. The major deposits in the Tri-State district
are in younger (Mississippian age) rocks, which are absent in the
Hercules area. There are a number of lead-zinc prospects nearby
in western Taney County and southern Christian County. While the
area is fairly close to a major district, the chances of discovering
important new zinc-lead deposits here are not considered to be very
good.
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MEMORANDUM -
Mr. Donald L. Rollens 3 March 23, 1976

3. Bell Mountain Area - Iron & Reynolds Counties (Salem/Potosi/Centerville 
District)

Precambrian volcanic rocks are at the surface of about two-thirds of
the proposed wilderness area. These sometimes contain iron and copper
deposits. Upper Cambrian and Lower Ordovician rocks, mostly carbonates,
overlap the volcanics. The Bonneterre Formation, host of the major
lead-zinc deposits in southeastern Missouri, is present in about 30
percent of the area. Aeromagnetic and area geology maps of this area
in 1 = 1 mile scale have been published by the State Geological
Survey. Prospecting permits in the eastern part of the area were
issued to the American Zinc Co. between 1954 and 1964. Fifteen
drillholes were put down to test the Bonneterre, but no mineralization
was found. Some fairly prominent magnetic "highs" are shown in the
Edgehill aeromagnetic sheet, but they usually correspond to mountain
peaks. Apparently, none of them is large enough to justify test-
drilling for iron ore.

In summary, there is some potential for lead-zinc deposits occurring
in the Bonneterre Formation along the flanks of the Precambrian hills
in this area. However, the negative drilling results some years ago
and lack of interest since then are discouraging. Deposits of this
type occur around "basement knobs" in the Mine La Motte - Fredericktown
area on the eastern side of the St. Francois Mountains.

4. Rockpile Mountain Area - Madison County (Fredericktown District)

Precambrian volcanic rocks cover about one-half of this proposed
wilderness area. The Bonneterre Formation is present in lowland
areas, but it is believed to be limited in lateral extent and thick-
ness. The area has been mapped geologically and by aeromagnetic
surveys. A prominent magnetic anomaly appears at the peak of Rockpile
Mtn., but has not been considered attractive enough to drill. In fact,
there is no record of applications by mining companies for prospecting
permits.

While there is a chance of lead-zinc deposits occurring in the Bonne-
terre along flanks of the Precambrian uplands in much the same way
as at Bell Mountain, the lack of exploration activity for both lead-
zinc and iron is mute testimony that prospects are poor.

Attachment

(Retyped from a carbon copy)
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EXCERPT: April 16, 1976 letter from Dr. Wallace B.
Howe, State Geologist and Director, to
Senator Stuart Symington:

3. Paddy Creek Area - Texas County (6,888 acres)

There are no reported mineral deposits in the
designated area, including the common varieties
like limestone, clay and sand & gravel. A small
barite mine was operated near Houston years ago,
and some lead & zinc prospects were reported south
of Bendavis (southwestern Texas County). The sur-
face geology is adequately known, and no magnetic
anomalies of interest appear in the Magnetic Map
of Missouri. Aeromagnetic coverage is not avail-
able. A St. Joe Minerals drillhole to the base-
ment was located about 5 miles southeast of the
proposed study area. The Bonneterre Formation
was limey, shaly and silty; distinctly unfavorable
for lead-zinc mineralization. There was no evidence
of mineralization in the basement granite. In
summary, then, there seems to be no evidence of
important mineral deposits in the area. Drillhole
information was published in the Missouri Geological
Survey's Report of Investigation nos. 55 and 58
(1975).

4. Piney Creek Area - Barry and Stone Counties (8,430 acres)

We have no record of mineral deposits in the desig-
nated area, and the nearest zinc-lead prospects are
over 6 miles away. It was noted earlier that Aurora,
easternmost outlier of the once famous Tri-State
zinc-lead district, is about 20 miles to the north-
east in southeastern Lawrence County. Slightly
nearer were the small zinc and lead mines and pros-
pects near Purdy and Pioneer in northwestern Barry
County. Mineralization in this area is mostly in
limestones of Mississippian age (Warsaw and Keokuk
formations). Geologic mapping indicates that these
formations are only sparingly present on ridge tops
in the proposed wilderness area. However, the under-
lying Ordovician rocks are sometimes mineralized, and
have also been targets for exploration, but to a much
lesser extent to date.

Aeromagnetic mapping is not available in this area.
The Magnetic Map of Missouri shows a fairly prominent
high bordering the area on the north, apparently not
large enough to be drilled as an iron ore prospect.
Basement structure maps in the area are inclusive in
detail. A St. Joe Minerals Corp. drillhole just south
of the Barry County line in Arkansas has a sandy sequence
for the Bonneterre Formation, distinctly unfavorable for
lead-zinc mineralization. Based on the available evidence,

the mineral potential of this proposed wilderness area

seems poor.

-30A-



79

APPENDIX B

NOTED EDITORIAL SUPPORT REGARDING THE
DNR & DOC WILDERNESS POSITION

1. "Eagleton and Burlison Favor 8,000 Acre Mingo Wildlife Plan" -
The Courier-Press, Ellington, Missouri, March 11, 1976.

2. "Business Interest Threaten Wilderness" - The Kansas City Star,
March 14, 1976.

3. "Forest Service Rejects Pleas to Save Wilderness" - Ozark Graphic,
January 1976.

4. "Wilderness Areas Sought" - Rolla Daily News, September 10, 1975.

5. "A Wilderness Threat" - Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian,
January 8, 1976.

6. "Support Needed for State Wilderness Areas" - Globe Democrat, 1975.

7. "Gassing with Cook" - Theodosia - Bull Shoals Lake, July 27, 1975.

8. "Missouri Loses more tnan Wilderness" - Kansas City Star, December
1, 1974.

9. "A Wilderness Diversion" - Branson Beacon, November 20, 1975.

10. "An Open Letter" - River Hills Traveler, Jackson, Missouri, December
11, 1975.

11. "Letters from Readers" - River Hills Traveler, January 8, 1976.

12. "Wanted - Wilderness in Missouri" - Missouri Earth Advocate,
February 1975.

13. "Missouri's Bell Mountain holds Secrets of the Earth" - Globe Democrat, 
1975.

14. "Bald Plan a Wild One" - Branson Beacon, July 17, 1975.

15. "Forest Service Timber Sales Threatened State - Supported Wilderness
Proposals in Missouri" - National News Report, January 16, 1976.

16. "Wilderness" - Missouri Life, Winter 1975.

17. "No Missouri Wilderness?" - St. Louis Post-Dispatch, March 20, 1976.

18. "Wilderness Battle Needs Citizen Help" - The Sedalia Democrat, March
26, 1976.

19. "Business Interests Threaten Wilderness" - The Kansas City Star, March
14, 1976.

20. "Citizen support needed for wildlife areas" - Globe Democrat, March
20, 1976.
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21. "No Missouri Wilderness?" - Rolla Daily News, March 25, 1976.

22. "State House should back wilderness preservation" - The Columbia 
Missourian, March 30, 1976.

23. "Wilderness battle needs citizen help" - Sedalia Capital, March 27,
1976.

24. "Missouri Wilderness Threatened" - St. Louis Post Dispatch, March
23, 1976.

25. "Wilderness issue raises conflict" - The Columbia Missourian, March
27, 1976.

26. "Wilderness in House - One to Keep an Eye On" - Kansas City Star,
March 21, 1976.

27. "For unborn generations" - Cape Girardeau Southeast Missouri,
March 21, 1976.

28. "Wilderness preserves" - The Columbia Daily Tribune, March 28, 1976.
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Wilderness battle
needs citizen help
, Although it is late in the game, a
battle may be forming up to see
that Missouri gets a piece of the
National Wilderness Preservation
System.

The issue ipvolves about 60,000
acres of Ozark forest land that have
been suggested for inclusion in the
national wilderness system. The
citizen proposal is supported by the
Missouri Department of
-Consel-vation, the Department of
Natural Resources and- the
Conservation Federation of
Missouri.

Included are the followini lands:
Bell Mountain in Iron County, 8,533
acres; Rockpile Mountain in
Madison County, 4,170 acres;
Paddy Creek in Texas County,
6,888 acres; Piney Creek in Barry
and Stone Counties, 8,432 acres;
and the Irish Wilderness in Oregon
County, 17,562 acres.

These areas typify a variety of
Ozarks eco-systems, including
glades, springs, streams, caves and
pristine forests. The land already
belongs to the taxpayers by virtue
of being part of the national forest
system. A wilderness designation
would preserve it from exploitation
by timber and mining interests.
But those very groups were

successful at a recent Missouri
Llouse committee hearing in

getting an 8-4 vote against the
wilderness designation. The full
House is scheduled to take up
House Resolution 110 next week.
An anti-wilderness resolution

from the Missouri House would
carry weight with Congress when it
comes to designating future such
areas.

More than two-thirds of the
states have wilderness areas;
_Missouri has none. Yet,it is richer
in natural beauty than most states.
Without preservation, however,
that beauty is vulnerable to
exploitation and development. In
the last decade the state has lost
more than 1.5 million acres of
woodlands — a trend that if
anything will accelerate in coming
years.

The land in question is miniscule
in relation to what already exists in
the national forest system in the
state. Yet greedy commercial
interests seem determined to see
that even these small parcels be
reserved for the chain saw and the
drill.

We don't think Missourians in
general want this. But only fast
action from conservation-minded
citizens — who will take the time to
contact their representatives — can
keep it from happening.

75-080 0 - 76 - 7
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Missouri Wilderness Threatened
John A. Karel

In The Ozark Sierran
The Ozark Chapter has recently learned that

the supervisor of the National Forests in Missouri,
Donald Rollens, has flatly rejected a written
request from Missouri's Gov. Bond to refrain
from activities, such as timber sales and road
building, that would damage the wilderness
values of several proposed wilderness areas. We
had earlier learned that a similar request from
Senator Thomas Eagleton was likewise turned
down.

This action is an unexpectedly callous reaction
to the sincere efforts of these political representa-
tives. It is also a serious indication of disregard
for the long-enduring efforts of literally thousands
of Missouri and Midwest conservationists to
secure a wilderness resource and allow our state
.to participate in the National Wilderness System.

In frankness, we are reluctant to place full
blame directly on Mr. Rollens or his staff. The
sequence of events tends to indicate that anti-
wilderness pressures are being brought to bear
upon the Missouri national forests both from
higher levels in the Forest Service and from self-
serving commercial timber interests. Even so, the
Forest Service bears full responsibility to protect
the national forests for all Americans, not just the
commercial interests.

In light of the fact that current legislative
wilderness proposals add up, all told, to less than
4 per cent of national forest lands in Missouri, the
denial of sriministrative protection is inexcusable.
Administrrtdve protection is crucial if Congress is

expected to have an opportunity for thoughtful
consideration of wilderness legislation.
As a result of this apparent Forest Service

disregard for our Senator and Governor, the
Ozark Chapter has decided to initiate an appeal
process to seek a change in agency policy. When
any segment of the public feels that it has been
aggrieved by a Forest Service decision, as is
blatantly the case here, there are procedures set
up within the agency that provide for official
reconsideration of the offending action. This is the
process we have begun.
We hope the Forest Service will step back

briefly and review the situation: The state of
Missouri has demonstrated its unmistakable ma-
jority will to protect these last Wilderness areas.
Both of Missouri's resource agencies, the Conset -
vation Commission and the Department of Natu-
ral Resources, have officially endorsed them. Our
Governor and Senator have personally written in
an attempt to prevent their desecration. Every
major conservation organization in the state has
endorsed them. Even a group that had earlier
opposed wilderness, the Sho-Me State Heritage
Association, has moved much closer to approval
since needed boundary revisions were worked out.

In the face of all these realities, and in the face
of our chapter's clearly unconditional commit-
ment, Missourians can rightfully hope that the
Forest Service will voluntarily reconsider its
actions, protect the wilderness and come forward
again as an open, responsible agency working
with the people of this state for a balanced natural
resource program.

fLot:.11 Post D'ispAt41. 03/7k
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For unborn generations
It is alwris rather shocking to find that

there still are those in this time of rapid

depletion of our natural resources who

would rape the and of even more for the

little monetary benefit they might receive,

even at the expense of future generations.
Such is the example being set by those

who are opposing the tiny fragment of

Missouri's forest land which con-
servationists are pleading with the federal

government to preserve unspoiled for those
to come in the years ahead.
These people appeared in force Tuesday

night in Jelferson City to testify for a
legislative resolution opposing the setting
aside of 60.000 acres of Missouri's 13 million
acres of forested land for wilderness, a
mere one-half of one per cent.
Missouri at one time, authorities say. had

44 million acres of wilderness. The
proposal for 60.000 acres comprises only
one-tenth of one per cent of that once huge
total. It seems infinitesimal in the com-
parison. and a small enough amount to

save for boys and girls and men and women
not yet horn. Aren't they entitled to see
what a part of the state once looked like?
Yet at the legislative hearing on a

resolution sponsored by Reps. Earl L.
Sponsler of Cabot)] and Don Hancock of
Willow Springs. there were those who
ould let even this tiny vestige he subject

to timber cutting, mining. road building or
ii hatever might come in the future.
Rep H. N "Doc" ) Sutherland. D.-

Sethi ny . appeared against the wilderness
concept. Said he. "I can't see turning good,
productive land hack into nature. Why are

we going to let this land go to pot?" and, it

is "God's mission to have man take care of
things " Well, we would observe that man
hasn't done too well with what God has

given him. and the Sutherland approach

would open wide the gates to further
destruction.
We should point out that the 60,000 acres

under consideration by the federal

government is in national forest land, not in

the private domain. The Forest Service has
indicated it plans to remove timber from

some of the proposed wilderness areas, a

part of it by clear cutting.
is not virgin timber. Like the rest of

the Ozark forests, it was cut over 50 or
more sears ago and the present stand is

what has come back in this renewable
resource. The point is, enough time has

elapsed to allow the timber to grow to the
point where it is approaching. and will
reach. the stature that virgin timber once

had in Missouri.
As reported in The Missourian earlier

this week, the areas proposed by the

federal government for wilderness are:
Bell Mountain (8,333 acres). Rockpile
Mountain , 4.170 acres). Paddy Creek
futaa) Piney Creek 18,432). Irish

‘Vilderness 117.3201 and Hercules Glades
‘12.605).

.\11 hut Hercules Glade have been
proposed for study to determine through

evaluation the resources and potential
uses. Hercules Glzide, however, because of

its unique significance, has been urged for
immediate placing as a wilderness area.

Its such designation. the areas would he
held free of motorized vehicles. powerline
construction, commercial timber cutting
and road construction. Uses permitted
would he hiking, camping, horseback
riding, hunting, fishing, photography,

nature study, bird watching, swimming

and scientific research.
We think if is asking very little to

preserve this national forestland free from
human exploitation — and that is exactly
, hat Rep. Sutherland and his cohorts are
seeking. What they would do is despoil for
dollars a tiny birthright that we today have

an obligation to save for our descendants.

The dollars they see in their pockets aren't
worth it.
In an 18-year period. from 1954 to 1972

Missouri lost 2 million acres of its forest
land. The attrition rate is accelerating. One
has only to fly over the timbered Ozarks. or
drive the highways and see the magnitude
of lorest land that is being removed by
civilization.

In Biblical times portions of the Middle
East were covered by great forests. Today
the are a wasteland, denuded of trees,
barren tretches of hill after hill. with no
trees, no growth, only the brown of rocks

and sun-scorched earth.
Is this what we are to leave for .thoseto

come because we are not stewards of the

land? Because there now seems so much

does not mean that it will always exist.

Timber may he a renewable resource, but

it is not so if it is removed to the point

w here erosion takes over and washes away

the filth. leaving only hare rocks.
The time to cOnserve is now. The U.S.

Forest Service has taken over thousands of

acres of land and has exercised good
management practices. These, no doubt,
will continue and these lands will be
preserved.
Yet we have a strong feeling that those

wee little areas conservationists want

preserved should be held inviolate from

even selective timber cutting, from mining

and from other inroads by man as

microcosms of the resources Missouri
prides.
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(1,1 No Missouri Wilderness?
Missouri is anything but the most conserva-

tion-minded state, perhaps on the theory that
its beautiful hills and streams have always
been there and always will be. So the state has
no legally-protected wilderness areas. And that
is an issue now arising in both Jefferson City
and Washington.
The U.S. Senate has scheduled a committee

hearing April 8 to include six areas in Missouri
in the national wilderness system. Under the
1969 Wilderness Act, no development or exploi-
tation is permitted in such areas. They are
kept in a natural state, unlike national forest
and other federal lands.
Indeed, the six areas proposed for Missouri

have been federal property for years, being in
the large Mark Twain National Forest.
They are the Bell Mountain wilderness
in Iron County and the Rockpile Mountain
wilderness nearby, about 100 miles south of St.
Louis, and the Irish wilderness, Paddy Creek
area, Piney Creek wilderness and Hercules
Glades wilderness, all in southernmost Mis-
souri counties.
A few days ago the Missouri House Commit-

tee on State Parks, Recreation and Natural
Resources approved a resolution urging Con-
gress to leave Missouri out'of the wilderness
system. Proponents of the measure, being
opponents of the wilderness system, argued
that this state had already "lost" 1,500,000
acres of forest land to various public programs
and that the proposal to set aside another
60,000 acres as wilderness represents another
attempt to take land out of production.
The issue, then, is not ownership, since the

wilderness lend is federal land. The issue is
land use. In effect, no use would be permitted
in those 60,000 acres, but they are a small part
of public lands in Missouri. Furthermore,

considerable land use is permitted in the way
of timbering and mining in national forests.
The opponents of the wilderness system

want to continue the system of usage. Opposi-
tion by lumbering firms and interested parties
is understandable enough. There is also,
however, a strong feeling through the Ozarks
against governmental control of land, and an
accompanying belief that the lands will remain
well enough as they are without the need for
controls.
These were the sentiments that for years

kept Missouri from closing its open range, and
that in the late 1960s prevented the Legislature
from adopting a state system of protection for
scenic rivers through easements. It was not
enough to say then that land and water, forest
and field, hill and valley cannot be regarded as
both enduring and useful. '

In the case of the new wilderness proposal,
however, there is powerful support from every
conservation organization in Missouri, and
from the Conservation Commission and Gov.
Bond. Moreover, the final decision will be
made in Congress, and it was Congress that
placed the Current and Jacks Fork rivers
under National Park Service protection and
the beautiful Eleven Point under Forest
Service administration as a scenic river.
Congress now should adopt the new wilder-

ness plan for Missouri. It would cost nothing.
The five tracts amount to less than one half of
one per cent of the state's remaining forest
land. This state can afford to have them set
aside from exploitation. It cannot afford the
notion that wilderness will remain wilderness
forever. What little of it is left should be
guarded so that coming generations can
experience a little or the natural beauty of
America's fading past.
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Wilderness battle
needs citizen help

Although it is late in the game, a
battle may be forming up to see
that Missouri gets a piece of the
National Wilderness Preservation
System.

The issue involves about 60,000
acres of Ozark forest land that have
been suggested for inclusion in the
national wilderness system. The
citizen proposal is supported by the
Missouri Department of
Conselrvation, the Department of
Natural Resources and the
Conservation Federation Of
Missouri.

Included are the following lands:
Bell Mountain in' Iron County, 8,533
acres; Rockpile Mountain in
Madison County, 4,170 acres;
Paddy Creek in Texas County,
6,:•:8 acres; Piney Creek in Barry
and Stone Counties, 8,432 acres;
and the Irish Wilderness in Oregon
County, 17,562 acres.

These areas typify a variety of
Ozarks eco-systems, including
glades, springs, streams, caves and
pristine forests. The land already
belongs to the taxpayers by virtue
of being part of the national forest
system. A wilderness designation
would preserve it from exploitation
by timber and mining interests.

But those very groups were
successful at a recent Missouri
House committee hearing in

MA-ILcil 24, /f16

getting an 8-4 vote against the
wilderness designation. The full
House is scheduled to take up
House Resolution 110 next week.

An anti-wilderness resolution
from the Missouri House would
carry weight with Congress when it
comes to designating future such
areas.

More than two-thirds of the
states have wilderness areas;
Missouri has none. Yet it is richer
in natural beauty than mpst states.
Without preservation, however,
that beauty is vulnerable to
exploitation and development. In
the last decade the state has lost
more than 1.5 milliOn acres of
woodlands — a trend that if
anything will accelerate in coming
years.

The land in question is miniscule
in relation to what already exists in
the national forest system in the
state. Yet greedy commercial
interests seem determined to see
that even these small parcels be
reserved for the 'chain saw and the
drill.

We don't think Missourians in
general want this. Bu L only fast
action from conservation-minded
citizens — who will take the time to
contact their representatives — can
keep it from happening.
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Business Interests
Threaten Wilderness

By Go=rner
Jefferson City—One would think

that of Missouri's original 44 million
acres of wilderness we might save six
small areas. totaling 60,000 acres, and
allow them to flourish naturally in-
stead of being uprooted by the heavy
hand of man. That is the American
way.
One would think there would be few

Missourians of vision and intelligence
who would oppose the wisdorrrtif estab-
lishing wilderness areas in Missouri.
Because Missouri still has 13 million
acres of forested land the protection of
60,000 acres is relatively inconsequen-
tial at this time. But our land is being
used up with frightening speed by busi-
ness and residential development, by
highways, reservoirs, airports, utility
transmission routes. That is the Amer-
'lean way, too.

Nor, it would seem, could anyone ad-
vance a fiscal argument against wild-
erness in Missouri. The six proposed
MO are already public property,
awned by the U.S. Forest Service.
They would cost us nothing to acquire.
Yet, while this effort to save these

six areas Is a noble one, it is also an
endangered one. It is being opposed.
There is no law of the land requiring
Missourians to be noble or wise or in-

telligent. or to see farther than the
ends of their noses. Missouri proudly
claims Mark Twain, Thomas Hart
Benton and Harry S Truman, but we
must remember that Missouri has also
produced the mule.
On Tuesday evening the House Com-

mittee on State Parks. Recreation and
Natural Resources will consider
House Resolution No. 110. which if ap-
proved by the House membership;
would put that group on record as op-
posing the use of national forest land in
any Missouri wilderness area. The res-
olution was introduced by Rep. Earl
Sponsler and Rep. Don Hancock, but
the voices that one hears are those of
the timber and mining industries in
Missouri, which are so influential—
one wonders why—that they can reach
into the House and force an action that
could cripple the effort to save these
lands. Unfortunately that too, is the
American way.
That the resolution will be approved

by the comm1ttee is unhappily con-
.

tional forest provides needed income
and important jobs for many Missouri-
ans. But would the felling of trees in
Missouri stop because 60.000 acres
were protected? Would anyone lose
jobs? Could they not harvest timber
elsewhere in the 11/2 million acre na-
tional forest?
The resolution says that the largest

lead-zinc deposit in the world was on
national forest land in Missouri. But
there is no discovered ore deposit
closer than 40 miles to a proposed wild-
erness area, and there is no evidence
suggesting the presence of mineral de-
posits on any of the proposed wilder-
ness sites.
The weakness of the resolution al-

lows only one conclusion—that the cre-
ation of wilderness areas in Missouri is
opposed by the timber industry be-
cause it could be barred from the trees
and the money, 00 60,000 scree of land;
end.ts opposed by the mining industry
because some day somewhere in those

ceded by conservation-minded citizens
who support the wilderness effort.
"They won't go against their chair-
man," said one observer. The chair-
man? Mr. Sponsler.
The resolution notes that "national

forests in Missouri are managed under
a multiple-use concept that provides
for the balanced use of the land by all
citizens, "but obviously its purpose is
to stop the preservation and recrea-
tional use of 60,000 acres—out of a total
of 11/2 million acres of national forest
Ilind in the state. Timber and mining
want it all."
The resolution claims that mining

and timber activities are important
sources of income to counties and that
allowing these six areas to be desig-
nated as wilderness would "drasti-
cally curtail . . income to Missouri
counties."
Yet even if all six were set aside the

loss of timber revenue to local counties
would range from $4 a year to a maxi-
mum of $400 a year.
- It is not the counties worrying about
their pocketbooks.
The resolution states that the har-

vesting of forest products from na-

areas it might want to search for new
sources of ore—and money.

Still, the resolution will get out of the
committee, even though there will be
some opposition there from both com-
mittee members and from citizens. If
it is to suffer the fate it deserves—
burial—that will have to happen in the
House, where, hopefully, there are
enough men and women c: vision, in-
telligence and strength to see it for
what it is.
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No Missouri
Wilderness?

Missouri is anything but the most conservative-minded state,
perhaps on the theory that its beautiful hills and streams have
always been there and always will be. So the state has no
legally-protected wilderness areas. And that is an issue now
arising in both Jefferson City and Washington.

The U. S. Senate has scheduled a committee hearing April 8 to
include six areas in Missouri in the national wilderness system.
Under the 1964 Wilderness Act, no development or exploitation
is permitted in such areas. They are kept in a natural state,
unlike national forest and other federal lands.

Indeed, the six areas proposed for Missouri have been federal
property for years, being in the large Mark Twain National
Forest. They are the Bell Mountain wilderness in Iron County
and the Rode:pile Mountain wilderness nearby, about 100 miles
south of St. Louis, and the Irish wilderness, Paddy Creek area,
Piney Creek wilderness and Hercules Glades wilderness, all in
southernmost Missouri counties.

A few days ago the Missouri House Committee on State Parks,
Recreation and Natural Resources approved a resolution urging
Congress to leave Missouri out of the wilderness system.
Proponents of the measure, being opponents of the wilderness
system, argued that this state had already "lost" 1,500,000 acres
of forest land to various public programs and that the proposal
to set aside another 60,000 acres as wilderness represents
another attempt to take land out of production.

The issue, then, is not ownership, since the wilderness land is
federal land. The issue is land use. In effect, no use would be
permitted in those 60,000 acres, but they are a small part of
public lands in Missouri. Furthermore, considerable land use is
permitted in the way of timbering and mining in national forests.

The opponents of the wilderness system want to continue the
system of usage. Opposition by lumbering firms and interested
parties is understandable enough. There is also, however, a
strong feeling through the Ozarks against governmental control
of land, and an accompanying belief that the lands will remain
well enough as they are without the need for controls.

These are the sentiments that for years kept Missouri from
closing its open range, and that in the late 1960s prevented the
Legislature from adopting a state 3ystem of protection for
scenic rivers through easements. It was not enough to say then
that land and water, forest and field, hill and valley cannot be
regarded as both enduring and useful.

In the case of the new wilderness proposal, however, there is
powerful support from every conservation organization in
Missouri, and from the Conservation Commission and Gvv.
Bond. Moreover, the final decision will be made in Congreits,
and it was Congress that placed the Current and Jacks Fork
rivers under National Park Service protection and the beautiful
Eleven Point under Forest Service administration as a scenic
river.

Congress now should adopt the new wilderness plan for
Missouri. It would cost nothing. The five tracts amount to less
than one half of one per cent of the state's remaining forest land.
This state can afford to have them set aside from exploitation. It
cannot afford the notion that wilderness will remain wilderness
forever. What little of it is left should be guarded so that coming
generations can experience a little of the natural beauty of
America's fading past. — From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
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State House should back
wilderness preservation
A resolution before the

Missouri House of Represen-
tatives to exclude six tracts of
Missouri forest lands from in-
clusion in the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System
would leave the state with no
wilderness areas. The
resolution is a threat to the
ecological and recreational
future of Missouri.
A hearing is scheduled for

April 8 in the U. S. Senate to
determine whether to include
these areas in the national
wilderness system.
At present, Missouri has no

wilderness areas. None.
The resolution before the

state legislature will not be bin-
ding on the Missouri
congressional delegation that
will eventually vote on the mat-
ter, but the decision of the state
house certainly will represent a
powerful message.
The message ought to

represent the thinking of state

citizens. To date, it is
questionable how much input
the citizenry has had on this
matter. At least it is
questionable compared to the
input and apparent effect of the
special interest groups — the
Missouri Mining Council and
the Forest Products
Association — who are en-
thusiastically lobbying for
passage of the exclusion
resolution.
The resolution already has

been approved by the House
Committee on State Parks,
Recreation and Natural
Resources which is charged
with protection of citizens' in-
terests in environmental and
recreational areas. Its ap-
proval passed the issue on to a
vote by the entire House.

Preservation of this re-
source-rich area does not
represent a threat to state tax
revenues. Missouri is hard-
pressed for money, but we are

not so strained that we cannot
afford to grant ourselves the
luxury of this minimal amount
of wilderness. The total area of
these forest lands is one ten-
thousandth of the total acreage
in the state. Turning these
lands over to the logging and
mining interests would be a
serious injustice.

We hope Missourians will
react to the threat posed by this
exclusion resolution. Wilder-
ness areas are every bit as im-
portant to the beauty and
welfare of our state as areas
devoted to industry. We may be
robbed of these forests,
however, if legislators heed
only the special interests who
stand to profit. Once these
areas are turned over to in-
dustrial concerns it will be too
late to redeem them. All
Missourians stand to benefit
from preservation of these un-
sullied wilderness lands.
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Wilderness Areas:
• ture's chance To Change Man

By Jim Cox

Hearings will begin in the U.S.

St sate tomorrow on proposals to set

atide several forest areas in southern
Missouri as m ilderness areas or
widerness study areas, including the

" rish" area in Oregon Coon y.
Missouri Gov. Christophe,. Bond

Kid he favors the pro,rosal, as do a
number of conservatiod groups.
But the wilderness proposal, which

v; mild withdraw about two percent of
11.issouri's forest land from timb•rr

Commentary

production, is opposed by Missorri
House Committee on State Parks,
Recreation and Natural Rtsources
and by the lumber industry.
Many people who have been reading

about the wilderness propoEal may
feel a little uncertain about just what
a wilderness is and wl,y it should be
important to anyone. What is the
difference between a wilderness and
the rest of the state'; forests, and
what are the benefits ind costs'
A wilderness, says dill Moriarity,

district ranger for IF e U.S. Forest
Service in Willow Spr ngs, is an un-
managed area as fri e as possible
from human interfere ice, Timber is
n it cut and sold from i as is done in
r anaged forests. F ;restry crews
d.form no thinning a- removal of

d seased or undesirab e trees.

NO SPECIAL PR. IVISIIINS

No special provisior s are made Inc
i nproving wildlife ha Mat. No roads
; re built into the wild, mess area, and
ires are fought only • vith hand tools,
vith some lightnin ;•caused fires
,flowed to burn them ,elves out.
Moriarity says hunting, camping,

,,shing and other outdoor activities

..re permitted in a wildernesa, but all

motorized traffic, including ti ail bikes

and snowmobiles would be banned.
Allowing nature to take itr course,

says Moriarity, will slowly bring

about a number of change; in the
character of the wildernes, . Even-
tually the wilderness will reach an
"equilibrium," as the different
speciesot plants and animals adapt to
the conditions and to ;me another.

Since mature trees will not be

harvested, as in a managed forest, the

average tree will be somewhat older

and larger. A younger tree under the

high canopy will face more com-

petition for sunlight until one of the

older trees dies to leave it space

NO CUTTING

With no rutting or thinning, fewer
openings will occur in the forest,
leaving less forage for some wildlife,
although Moriarity says the wildlife in
many cases will thrive on the forage
available on clearings adjacent to the
wilderness. Some species such as
quail may decline under these con•
ditions, while others such as beavers
and coyotes may find them more
suitable habitat.
To the people of Missouri, the

creation of a wilderness area would
mean a slight loss of revenue from the
sale of timber and other raw
materials. And of course those who
need trail bikes or truck-mounted
campers to enjoy the outdoors would
have to go somewhere else.

It is no surprise then, that the
wilderness proposal has had mixed
response. Some see it as a threat to
their vested interests, while the
population in general apparently has
never really thought about ap-
preciating wilderness for its own
aake.
Since earliest history, man typically

has looked upon wilderness with fear,
as the abode of evil spirits and rob-

AMERICAN WILDERNESS

To our pioneer forefathers, the
American wilderness--often so thick
it was difficult even to walk through---
was something of an enemy, to be
conquered to make way for farins,
roads and towns. America's vast
primal forests were later seen as an
inexhaustable source of countless
products. Little room was left then for
any romantic notions about preser-
vation.
In 1756 John Adams wrote proudly

of how much of the "useless and
unsightly" frontier wilderness had
been removed by fire and axe in the
short time since the first settlements.
Bruce Callon, in the book "Waiting
For The Morning Train," reports

ConriNuCtl C'S NC- X1
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Wilderness Areas—Nature's Chance
to Chane Man (contd.)

some 1 ti board feet of lumber
were L • urn the pine forests of
northei .higan in one 10-year
period ,‘ last centuey. No one
seemed even to conceive then of
the nee, any kind of restraint or
that th, were put there for any
other 1,, • than to be cut down
Paul author if the book

"Road ea," suggest s it has been
only I: .t 100 years that anyone
has • about wilder less in any
posit y. Perhaps the alarming
sp+ • .Iiich the wilderness was
lat • eineved caw ed many

is to stop and .hink about
as happening, s ys Br( oks,
r.,ost of the w.ldernes ; of

e aid the rest of the vt arid
tally laded away without nuice.

WRITERS AND POETS

,iumber of writers an I poets from
• last 100 years—Emerson,
•ureau, Longfellow, Bryant,
in man, Muir, Leopold and others—

•e remembered now or their in-
- tstence that prir ritive i ature is not
an enemy but an essenti. I ally of the
human spirit.
We need wilder less, they said, just

as Ne need wood products. Both
represent the diverse elements out of
which a healthy 'society and a
satiaying human existene are made.
We need wilderness along with farms,
towns and manag ed forests just as we
need both freedor t and older, solitude
and togetherness and b, auty as well
as function.

Vv ilderness is u:eful for a number of
things, said Aldo Leo told in his
farr ous book "Said County
Aln.anac." It is a pla.ce for per-
pet rating the ancient skills of
primitive cam t ing and hunting,
reminding "civi ized man" of his
orip ins and reaffirming I is kinship to
nat are. This is son ething the
motorized camper, co.nplete with
bedsheets and 600-watt gt nerator, can
never hope to un lerstan I.
Leopold also says the iilderness is

nee, ed as a labo atory . >r scientific
stirs y. The increm sed prt luction of a
managed forest is extolle,t, but we are
kidding ourselves if w. think we
already know everything .bout plants

and animals and their complex in-
terrelationships, Leopold said, to
restore and preserve the en-
vironmental balance that is vital to
our own survival, we need models of
healthy ecological systems to learn
from. And the only such models we
have are primitive wilderness areas.
Certain species of wildlife, meaning

grizzly bears, timber wolves and
others, can survive only in wilderness
areas, Leopold added. Some people, in
their ignorance say, "So what? What
are they good for anyway?"

GOAL OF CONSERVATION

The most important goal of con
servation, then, is education of the
American public to understand the
intricacies of the "web of life" and to
see that web is not maintained as well
as some think in an environment
totally dominated by human ac-
tivities. Only then will they un-
derstand why a world that cannot
support grizzlies and wolves is also
less desirable for human beings,
Leopold saic,.
But the pressure of civilization

threatens to destroy a little more of
the wilderness each day, as cries are
heard dot we "need" this area for an
nirport, and this area for lumber and
that area for a dam. Somewhere a line
has to be drawn, Leopold said. Man
does not have to consume, possess or
invade nature to enjoy it.
Perhaps the greatest value of a

wilderness area lies in its non
usefulness. Likes living work of art, a
wilderness area would be a master-
piece over which nature, not man, has
the last word.
Man has been working for

thousands of years to change nature,
and in many ways man's changes
have made nature a better place for
him. Now it is time for man to give
nature a place to make her own
changes and see what changes it can
make in him.
We might find that in a time of

diminishing natural resources, many
of which cannot be brought back once
used, an area set aside for man's
simple enjoyment only is a very useful
thing indeed, even if his only use of it
is just knowing it's there.
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It Could Le Now Or Never
Chance To Preserve illissour i Wilderness Areas May Not Beckon Again

An litorial In The Springfield (Mod

S  New, tic Leader

Oh, it .1111 could have seen it then. It you could
have se, the forest then. You'd have thought you
had a forest, then.

those words, powerful and simple, are the
words of a man old and

www filled with memories and
Mil UM love tot the Irish Wilder-

' ofI lc 1,7:,;:::70.1tzlit'T.
papers publisI,J Jima .y, Simpson's words of love for
the Irish Wilderness, on
March 5, 1972, the won

cut an image if the thinly settled world of
shorties, pine i .to which he was born in 1888 —
the Ira . Wilde uess of south central Missouri,
from it w. re carved Oregon, Carter aod
Itipleyg.mties.
Four ; vars tat sr, we cannot find better words to

jab the canscien -es which have so far neglected to
include any of I tissouri's vanishing wilderness in
the National Wi lerness Preservation System.
Jimmy Simi)s in could !ewer lose the world we

have left behinc because toe trees in his memory
could never be Med. We can lose this world, and
we will, unless we preserve not only the Insh
Wilderness, but other tracts of the Missouri t tat
WitS.

The Fasten Wilderness Act approved by
Congress in IC 9 did not include any area: in
Missouri, eithei for study by the Forest Servic.• or
for immediate ildemess designation. Four at vas
— the Hercules Glades of Taney County, the 1 ish
Wilderness of iregon County, Bell Mountai S in
Iron County, a d Rockpile Mountain in Mad son
County — wen on the bill until virtually the last
minute, but to. away because of what seems to
have been simj is lack of interest.
We regret to ell you that neither the Glad, s in

Ti.ney County nor the Irish is covered 1 y a
pi nding federa bill that would make wilderoess
st uly areas ol Bell, Rockpile, the Paddy Cieek
at 3a of Texas ount)Vand the Piney Creek area
of Barry and S tile counties.

pendin bill is sponsored by Senator
TI omas Eagl ton and Representative James
Symington. Th bill is not enough, but it seems to
hi the best this can he' one for now in the fate of
o iosition trot tigber and mining interests, and
th far more t eritorinus reservations of Re pre-

' se native Gene raylor of Sarcoxie and landowaers
in and around te Hercules Glades.

Vhat would wilderness" designation meat for
th 3 protect.; areas', It would prohibit the
Pt 3sence of m ttorizer vehicles, powerline con-
st.uction, comi tercial .imber cutting and mining,
at d road cons ructio It would allow hiking,
ca nping, horsei ark ruing, hunting, fishing, pho-
toj raphy, natur, study, bird watching, swimn.ing,
and controlled iesearc 1. If placed under a s .udy
that could last no looger than six years, the
proposed wilderness area would have this pr 'tee-
tion during the study.
We will speak, first, to the opposition of tit her

and mining interests. If each of the 60,010 odd
acres that make up tile six areas that art apt
candidates for wilderness were made "insi ant"
wilderness today, less .han one half of 1 per cent
of the state's 13,000,000 acres of forest won d be
closed to cutting. In the case of the Glad-'s, a
unique tract of praitie-like, treeless hillocks
punctuated by uneconomic stands of timbe •, no
one warns of economic loss to lumbering.
The only area with the smell of minerals bout

it is the Irish. The Irish is near the lead rich
Viburnum trend, but if lead and zinc are to IN had
in the Irish, the Missouri Department of Na.ural

Resources believes they would be found no nearer
the surface than 2000 feet, a level 1000 feet below
Viburnum. There is no commercial activity at
present. And even if the area were to be
designated only for study, mineral claims filed
before 198.1 would be honored.
How about that other staple issue of federal

land questions, loss of revenue to county tovern-
ments? The Forest Service pays counties with
National Forest lands 25 per cent of the service's
timber and mining income. Total loss to all
affected counties, shared on the basis of their

Service acreage, would be 'WOO annually,
estimates the Department of Natural Resources
(winch sepports the wilderness proposals). We
know of no one who disputes the department
figures. And how much is $60007 Goodness, we
suspect that the citizen conservation groups
behind the wilderness push would raise that much

Ott their own if they thought it would do Inc jou.
Representative Taylor's problem with the Her-

cules area seems to be his pledge that he would
never support involuntary inclusion of private
land within a Forest Service wilderness. This is
the always volatile "in-holding" issue.
Presently, the sticking point on the Glades --

with Mr. Taylor's support, there should be no
question that the area would be approved for
either study or "instant" wilderness — is 40 acres
of in-held land owned by two men who use it for
deer-hunting. One owner lives in Buckner, Mo.,
the other in Indiana.
The first tkrie around, the Hercules proposal

contained 36atcres of in-held land. Reduction to
90 acres represents substantial progress. We hope
the two owners can be persuaded either to accept
nearby Forest Service land in trade, or to
withdraw their objections to a surrounding wilder-
ness in return for guaranteed access to the 40.
We understand Mr. Taylor's reticence, and we

sympathize with it. His defense of the idea that
private property rights must be accorded scrupu-
lous respect strikes a strong chord with us. And
he is cot rect that the Glades is in no danger of.
losing its character for many years.
Put many years ago, the endless forest of

shc.rtleaf pine called the Irish Wilderness was in
no "immediate" danger. What is needed presently
is an end to the seemingly automatic opposition
fro n timber andimining interests, and a common
recognition by the other, utterly sincere opponents
that a very great thing is at stake here, an
opportunity to save something precious that we
must sooner or later lose forever, if we fail to act.

wet —
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Wilderness Friend
An article in the April 2 issue of the Post-

Dispatch) was headlined "Missouri Agencies Op-
pose Eagleton's Wilderness Bill."

I would like to set the record straight. I have
been in contact with the director of the Missouri'
Department of Natural Resources, James Wilson,
who assured me that not only does the department
support my bill, but it was issuing a press release
which indicated that support. Osal Capps', state
forester with the Department of Conservation,
told me that my bill was "exactly what we've
been working toward."
The article arose over the difference between

my bill, which would include Piney and Paddy
creeks and Bell and Rockpile mountains as
wilderness study areas, and the department's
proposal, which would add Irish Wilderness as a
study ales and Hercules Glades as an instant
area.
A sep irate Settate bill does include Hercules

Glades tnd Irish Wilderness, both of which I
support with revised boundaries — the same
boundaries supported by the two agencies this
year. But in an attempt to get some wilderness
study areas for Missouri, I introduced my bill as a
compromise. It has the support of the Missouri
congressmen, and therefore a better chance to
pass both the Senate and the House. The
congressmen do not support Hercules Glades and
Irish, and would delete the areas and possibly kill
the t Rire bill, s they did when the original
East, rn Wilderness Areas Act was pasSed in 1975.
Not only do my efforts have the support of the.

state agencies, but also conservatior groups such
as the Sierra Club and toe Conservt tion Federa-
tion.

Senator Thomas F. Eagleton
Washington, D.C.
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Wilderness areas . . .

reflecting Missouri character
By DENNY BOPP

Have you ever walked in the deep forest? Heard the

crunching and ruffling of the leaves? He ird the crazy call of

the pileated wobcipecker or the gobble if the wild turkey?

Many of the people of the Lebanon area are lucky. They have

heard these sounds and they apprecit te them. With the

onslaught of houses, pavement and peou le these sounds are

becoming harder to find. One way riany of Missouri's

conservationists are trying to protect tie habitat in which

many of the wild creatures live is thi ough the National

Wilderness Conservation System. Missouri's conservation

minded people are pushing for seven areas to be included in

this national system.
I was dismayed the other night to hear on the news of the

United States Forest Service plan to allow timbering in the

Bell Mountain, Paddy Creek and Piney Creek wilderness

areas of the Mark Twain and Clark national forests. To see

any of time areas destroy, d by the chainsaw will

undoubtedly set a precedence for all of our wilderness forests

lands in Missouri. Wilderness a,as exist in very few places

in Missouri, perhaps 10 at most. It would be a sad day for our

state to lose even one of these small wilderness areas.

What is a wilderness? Where are Missouri's wilderness

lands? Wilderness areas ate areas which reflect the

character, as near possible, of Missouri in its presettlement

days. Wild areas .ire characterisid by wide varieties of flora

and fauna native ; o that type of environment, natural beauty

inherent in that area and a lack of human encroachment such

as farms, houses roads and the like. The charat er of a

wilderness are takes one bacx a century or more in feeling.

The people of Lebanon and south central Missturi are

particularly lucky to live where they do. They are not only

close to most of Flissouri's streams but also resid, nearby

many of the prof sued wilderness areas.
One reason the timber cutt.ng itaue strikes me s hard is

Lebanon's closeness to my iavotite and one of 1..e most

scenic of the wilds mess areas - Paddy Creek. Paddy Creek is

abbot one hour ft -um Lebanon. It can be reached t y taking

Highway 32 east from Lebanon to Highway 17 at Roby, from

Roby follow 17 north and watch for the Forest Service signs.

A visits the Paddy Creek Wilderness Area will shot anyone

why unique areas such as these should not raped ir a few

more board feet of lumber.
The other six wildernesn areas in I issouri have a

character all their own, which reflects the i iique wi ierness

system for our state.
If you have ever heard the word wilde less in Missouri

before now it has probably been in connect, in with the Irish

Wilderness in Oregon County. This wili.emess area of

approximately 18,000 acres is located in ;he Mar Twain

National Forest. Even though it lacks the mountaino a effect

that many people associate with the wilderness, o Be night

alone in an area like this will convince anyooe that i, is truly

a wilderness area of the first degree.
Another of Missouri's wild areas is the I lercules

Wilderness Area in Taney County about :0 miles east of

Forsyth. This area has a beautiful combinat on of th typical

Oak-Hickory forest combined with glad., area: which

promote tall grass prairie communities. This are5 is also

referred to as the Hercules Glades Area.

Bell Mountain, one of the areas to be timbered, lies in the

oldest mountain ranges in North America. This featu, alone

makes the area unique, but couple this with shut in type

streams typical of the St. Francois Mountains and the unique

sceitic vistas and toe area cries for Wilderness designation.

Along with that designation goes the cry for protection. The

Bell Mountain Wilderness which is a few miles southwest of

Be leview, Missouri contains nearly 9000 acres of Clark

National Forest it Iron County.

Rockpile Mountain, currently the smallest of the area
s

pro nosed, contains only about 4000 acres. This area lies just

southeast of the Br II Mountain Area. This small wilderness

contains a combination of archeoregical, geological,

botanical, and recreational aspects that make this small

area wortt.y of int lusion in the wilderness system.

Tie Pine / Creek Wilderness Area contains approximately

9000 acres mcompissing one of the last free flowing stream

( CoAtr I lle" I) It AJ /./60-

Denny Bopp of Route 1. Lebanon, graduated from Warrensburg

State University in November of 1974 and began work Feb. 10 last

year it Region III of the Missouri Department of Natural

Resou ices Division of Parks and Recreation as recreational

coordi star. His duties include coordinating recreational activities

for ei,,ht part s in southwest Missouri, such as Bennett Spring

Hillbil y Days the Governor's Cup sailing Regatta at Stockton and

the am to Camp' Program out of Pomme de Terre State Park.

(Staff photo) '
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watersheds in Missouri. It is located in Stone an i Barrycounties. Iwo of Piney Creek's claims to wilderness I erne arethe unique topography of the area and the attraction he areahas for large birds. Eagles, turkeys, heron, turkey vulturesand pileated woodpeckers abound in the Piney Creek wilds.Last and not least is the Mingo Wilde.mess Area. T us area.located in Wayne and Stoddard Counties is perhaps the mostunique area in Missouri. This swampland is typical of whatwas once very common to the boot heel area. This 8,000 acrewilderness area plus much of the surrounding land j rovideshomes for a wide variety of wildlife.
As one can see the wilderness areas in 'Missouri L re bothunique and reflective of a well endowed wilderness ;ystem.Wilderness areas are not developed or bought, the; are aproduct of time and "Mother Nature." Should timber beharvested from any one of th se areas it could 'Lein thewilderness designation for that area for the better pert of acentury.
The controversy of national ownership of areas, whetherthey be national forests, parks, recreation areas, scenicrivets or wilderness areas, is Lwe old and very deep seeded.Miss )uri is no stranger to this controversy. Many of thesesaint lands were deleted .rom Eastei n WildernessLegLlation in our state because they contaired too great aperc,ntage of private lands. Since then the plan has beenrevised to include very minimal parcels of pri) ate land.It is discouraging to see a federal agency that is designed tomanage national forest lands encouraging such L; grossinjustice as timbering in wilderness areas, particularly ourown. Don't take me wrong, timber harvesting and farmingmust play an important role in America's future. Wood mustbe pi )cluced to meet growing needs. Seemingly the UnitedState; Forest Service would be the agency to handle such adelic,;te task of National Forest timber ha -vesting but Icond; •mn the harvesting practice in wilderness areas andwild( mess study areas. If the federal government allows thisatroc ty to occur they will be adding more wood to thecontr iversial fire of public ownership v ersus privateowne,ship of scenic lands. If the Forest Service cannothandle these wild areas with more intelligenct than they areshowing perhaps private ci izem can control these areasbetter?
Bell Mountain, Paddy Creek and Piney Creek plus othershave peen endorsed by the Missouri Department of NaturalResoi rces and the Missouri Department of Conservation, forinclu: ion in the National Wilderness Conservation System.Thesi two agencies are the two premier resi;urce agenciesfor II e State of Missouri.
On he legislative scene bota Senator Thomas Eagleton andGove nor Chi istopher Bond have written to the supervisor ofnatio; al fore. as in Missouri, Donald L. Rollem , asking theseareas be pre erved and managed as wilderness by haltingtirnbt r sales in these areas. Rollena refused and timber saleswill a ndoubti dly proceed as scheduled.
Tht loss on any timber in Bell M iuntain, Paddy Creek andPines Creek will undoubtedly effect those areas chances forinclusion in toe National Wilderness Consen ation System.Acre; ge in all seven proposed wilderness artas in Missouriamot, its to around 4 per cent of Missouri's total nationalfores lands. ' iith all of the other national and private landsin Mi souri m .ny pet ple, including myself, feel that leaving 4per c .nt of na ional f ,rest land wilderness is a small price topay tor some hing s valuable.
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Struggle to preserve
wilderness continues
The Wilderness Campaign has

changed since Civil War days, but then
so has the wilderness. And it will
continue to do so if supporters of
legislation to place certain Missouri
wilderness areas within the National
Wilderness System don't get their way.

Presently three aspects of the struggle
are coming to their respective heads.
The first concerns activities of the
National Forest Service in Missouri
which are detrimental to proposed
wilderness areas; the second, a
resolution introduced in the Missouri
House which opposed proposed
Missouri wilderness areas; the third,
legislation introduced in the U.S.
Senate by Senator Thomas Eagleton
and into the House by Representative
James Symington which would place
certain wilderness areas (Bell Mountain,
Rockpile Mountain, Paddy Creek and
Piney Creek — four of the six areas
recommended by the Coalition and
others) into the National Wilderness
System.
The first aspect was discussed by

John A. Karel in the February-March
1976 issue of the Ozark Sierran:
We hope the Forest Service will step

back briefly and review the situation:
The state of Missouri has demonstrated
Its unmistakable majority will to protect
these last Wilderness areas. Both of
Missouri's resource agencies, the
Conservation Commission and the
Department of Natural Resources.
have officially endorsed them. Our
Governor and Senator has personally
written in an attempt to prevent their
desecration. Every Major conservation
organization in the state has endorsed
them. Even a group that had earlier
opposed wilderness, the Sho-Me State
Heritage Association, has moved much
closer to approval since needed
revisions were worked out.

In the face of all these realities, and
in the face of our Chapter's clearly
unconditional committment,
Missourians can rightfully hope that the
Forest Service will voluntarily reconsider
its actions, protect the wilderness, and
cornz forward again as ali—O-pen,
responsible agency working with the
peor le of this state for a balanced
natt ral resource program.

The Ozark Chapter of the Sierra
Club has recently learned that the
supervisor of the National Forests in
Missouri, Donald Rollens, has flatly
rejected a written request from
Missouri's Governor Bond to refrain
from activities, such as timber sales and
road building, that would damage the
wilderness values of several proposed
wilderness areas. We had earlier
learned that a similar request from
Senator Thomas Eagleton was likewise
turned down.
This action is an unexpectedly

callous reaction to the sincere efforts of
these political representatives. It is also
a serious indication of disregard for the
long, enduring efforts of literally
thousands of Missouri and Midwest
conservationists to secure a wilderness
resource and allow our state to at last
participate in the National Wilderness
System.

In frankness, we are reluctant to
place full blame directly on Mr. Rollins
or his staff. The sequence of events
tends to indicate that anti-wilderness
pressures are being brought to bear
upon the Missouri National Forests
both from hgher levels in the Forest
Service and from self-serving
commercial timber interests. Even so,
however, the Forest Service bears full
legal and moral responsibility to protect
the National Forests for all Americans,
not just the commercial interests.

In light of the fact that current
legislative wilderness proposals add up,
all told, to less than 4% of National
Forest lands in Missouri, the denial of
administrative protection is inexcusable.
Administrative protection is crucial if
Congress is expected to have
opportunity for thoughtful consideration
of wilderness legislation.
As a result of this apparent Forest

Service disregard for our Senator and
Governor, the Ozark Chapter has
decided to initiate an appeal process to
seek a change in agency policy. When
any segment of the public feels that it

75-080 0 - 76 - 8
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has been aggrieved by a Forest Service

decision, as is blatantly the case here,

there are procedures set up within the

agency that provides for official

reconsideration of the offending action.

This is the process we have begun. We

are sincerely hopeful that the Forest

Service will respond positively.

The Conservation Federation of
Missouri recently issued the following
state on the political situation in the
state legislature.

In a last minute attempt to stop
Missouri from ever haviny iy areas in
the State designated as "wilderness,"
Representative Earl Sponsler,
D-Cabool, and Representative Don
Hancock, D-Doniphan, it behalf of
logging interests, have introduced a
resolution expressing opposition to any

wilderness area in Missouri or even to
the study of any area for possible
inclusion into the Eastern Wilderness
Act.

Following a hurry-up session of the
House State Parks, Recreation and
Natural Resource Committee, which
attracted a large number of opponents

to the resolution but also some
supporters — basically lumber and
other forest product people — the
House Committee of which Mr.
Sponsler is chairman, passed HR 110
by an 8-4 vote with one member voting
present. he vote came in another
hurry-up executive session when only
13 of the committee's members were

present.
Thus the Committee is on record

recommending to the House that the
House urge Congress to oppose any
consideration of the six proposed
Missouri wilderness areas that
conservationists have worked and
fought so hard to have considered.

If adopted by the House, the
committee's recommendation of
opposition has no force of law but it
serves as an expression of opinion on
the plan to the Missouri Congressional
delegation.

This all comes at a time when we are
so close to victory. Congress is
scheduled to consider in the near
future if any of the six sites should be
made or at least studies for wilderness
areas. The proposal for the six areas
totalling only 58,000 areas has the
support and endorsement of the

Conservation Commission, the
Department of Natural Resources,

Governor Bond, the Conservation
Federation, the Coalition for the
Env:ionment, the Sierra Club and

many, many, many others in Missouri.

The resolution, HR 110 now goes

onto a short House Resolutions

calendar and could come up for

consideration at any time.
Hearings on the legislation

introduced the last week of March by

Eagleton and Symington will be held in

the near future. • 4
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For he bath made him tote sin for us, who knew no dm that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him. —If Corinthians 5:21.

A wilderness threat
Some of Missouri's most picturesque and

unsullied areas of forest land would be
subject to logging operations, including
controversial clear-cutting, under a change
in policy proposed by the U. S. Forest •
Service.
Donald L. Rollens of Rolla, National

Forest supervisor, has reversed a long-
standing protection policy to allow opening
of our Missouri wilderness areas within
the forest system to timber operations.
These are the Paddy Creek, Piney Creek,

Bell Mountain and Devil's Backbone
wilderness areas in the Ozarks, none very
far from Cape Girardeau, and all worthy of
saving as unspoiled as possible for future
generations.
These are not officially designated

wilderhess areas by federal standards.
They are, however, with the exception of
Devil's Backbone, among seven rugged
sections of the Ozarks, relatively unspoiled
as yet by civilization, which con-
servationists want named as official
wilderness tracts, preserved thereby from
inroads of civilization.
The Missouri Department of Natural

Resources and the Missouri Department of
Conseniation have officially endorsed Bell
Mountain, Paddy Creek and Piney Creek
for inclusion in wilderness legislation now
before Congress.
Sen. Thomas F. Eagleton and Gov.

Christopher S. Bond, recognizing citizens'
efforts to preserve the integrity of these
forest areas, had written Mr. Miens
urging that they remain protected until
Congress has had thorough opportunity to
determine if they should be given
wilderness designation. The Forest Service
rejected their requests.

In view of the forest supervisor's
proposal for logging, the Sierra Club has

also joined in urging that he reconsider his
proposal. The club asks that the Forest
Service continue its previous policy of
sparing these wild areas from commercial
uses that would damage their unique
wilderness qualities in an era when man is
ever encroaching on the environment.

In its comment on the Forest Service
plan, the Sierra Club observed that the
acreage in all of the four areas combined
adds up to less than four per cent of
Mis3ouri's nationally designated forest
lanes.
Wo join with Sen. Eagletom Gov. Rood

and the Sierra Club in urging the Forest
Seri ice to stay this order to allow logging.

There is a constant attrition on the
fore its that cover much of the southern
part of Missouri. Anyone who flies over the
area cannot but be astonished with the
amount of woods being taken for roads,
farms, utility lines, gas lines, homes, and
pashire lands.

01. r Missouri timber is one of the great
natural resources of the state. At the rate
we are reducing its acreage, there will be
little left by the end of the next half cen-
tury, and the Ozark hills will begin to look
like those in other parts of the world where
man has made a bleak desert out of what
once were heavily timbered mountains. It
must not happen.

We feel the Forest Service has an equal
obligation with the people of Missouri to
preserve these special and select areas.
They should be allowed to stand unspoiled
by saw and axe, or by chain and bulldozer.
We urge those who are concerned to

write the Forest Service, their
congressman and both of Missouri's sen-
ators urging that the proposal be aban-
doned so the lands can remain as they are.
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Mister Chairman and Members of the Committee:

As noted in our cover letter, we are deeply concerned with the issue of mineral

entry on Federal lands and the effect that the legislation which is the subject of

this hearing will have on it.

The Mining Industry Council of Missouri is a state association of mining

companies that produce the bulk of the metallic and nonmetallic minerals mined

in Missouri. These member companies operate on public and privately owned lands

within our state. The Mining Industry Council of Missouri is thus directly con-

cerned with the effects on our minerals industry of S. 3204.

The problem that the mining industry has with the concept of wilderness areas

is that wilderness or wilderness study area designations, or even the proposal

that an area be so designated, results in the barring of mineral entry. In Missouri

the areas selected for designation as wilderness and wilderness study areas in these

bills are located in that area of Missouri, the crest of the Ozark Uplift, which is

the most highly mineralized region in our state. That these areas have the character-

istics which make them candidates for wilderness classification is directly traceable

to the fact that the surface character of these lands is such that no economic use,

^,1, r than timbering, has ever suggested itself. These are rugged areas with poor

soils and little to recommend them except their primeval beauty. Had they been of

a better surface character, the wilderness issue would never have been raised.

The real value of these lands is in the minerals in the Cambrian and Pre-Cambrian

formations deep beneath the surface. Assessment of the mineral potential, the

location and delineation of ore bodies can only be accomplished by drilling

exploration holes into thesestrata. In order to do this it must be possible to

enter upon the land. Wilderness designations make no provision for such entry.
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In the development of the New Lead Belt, mining companies spent ten years and

fifty million dollars in the search for the ore bodies they knew were there. Any-

one familiar with the economy of Southeast Missouri will tell you the result was

worth the time, effort, and money that was invested in the search. The New Lead

Belt, or the Viburnum Trend, is now the leading lead mining district in the world.

That it was found at all is a tribute to the persistence and dedication of the

mining companies involved, and to the opportunity they had to enter upon this land 

to search for these ore bodies.

Providing a process by which entry can be gained for exploration purposes need

not be inconsistent with the wilderness concept, and it would be in the national

interest. Our economy is dependent on an adequate supply of minerals and it is

becoming increasingly evident that our mineral base is dwindling. You are all aware,

thanks to the excellent work of the Bureau of Mines and the Department of the

Interior, that we are dependent on foreign sources for an increasing number of vital

minerals. Projections of mineral supply and demand into the future, both short and

long term, are generally pessimistic.

We think that this situation, this predictable mineral shortage in so many of the

minerals on which we depend, brings any policy into serious question which operates to

aggravate our mineral supply problem. It would be beautifully simple if we knew now

the exact quantity and location of every mineral we need, but the natural order of

things dictates that we must continuously search for the hidden minerals we require.

Given our need and dependence on these minerals, it makes little sense to legislate

out of existence any of our resource potential.

Providing a process to provide access to wilderness areas for exploration and

for the extraction of the ore bodies if found, would be a reasonable hedge against the

possible loss of these hidden assets. The existence of such entry permitting pro-

411.
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cedures would not stimulate interest of mining c
ompanies in wilderness areas;

the geology of an area would continue to determine 
whether or not it becomes a

target for exploration at a particular point in 
time.

The absence of such entry permitting procedures in 
the proposed legislation,

S. 3204,is the basis of our objection. While obviously this could be resolved by

amendments, we believe that the issue requires more 
than this, it requires that

the matter of mineral entry on all public lands be r
eviewed. There is a great deal

at stake for future generations of Americans in this
 issue. There are alternative

solutions and we think they should be explored.

Thank you for this opportunity to present our views 
on the wilderness issue

and on the particular bill before the committee.
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MISSOURI FOREST PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION

Suite B-43 • Baptist Building • 400 E. High • Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 . Telephone: (314) 634-3252

July 28, 1976

The Honorable Floyd K. Haskell, Chairman
Senate Environment & Land Resources Sub-Committee
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20025

Dear Senator Haskell:

Representatives of the Missouri Forest Products Association will
be unable to appear before your committee July 30th to testify on
S. 3204. However, I hope the following comments will assist you
and your committee when you consider the proposed legislation.

Regarding S. 3204, which proposes the national forest areas in
Missouri known as Bell Mountain, Rock Pile Mountain, Paddy Creek
and Piney Creek, be classified as Wilderness Study Areas; we think
the following points should be considered:

1. There are already, approximately 300,000 acres (Missouri 1972
Forest Resources) of public commercial forest lands in Miss-
ouri that have been removed from forest management activities
and remain undeveloped. These areas in the Ozark National
Scenic Riverways, State Parks, Department of Conservation
Natural Areas and Corps of Engineers lands currently offer the
opportunity for wilderness experiences.

2. The U. S. Forest Service has identified 125,000 acres in the
"Plan for Managing the National Forests of Missouri" as "Area
I Zones", which will eliminate vehicle traffic, roads and re-
creational development. There would be limited forest manage-
ment activities to maintain a healthy forest condition provid-
ing high quality wildlife habitat, watershed protection, fire
and insect protection and some forest products, in addition to
the opportunity for solitude. This is a sensible alternative
to locking up thousands of acres to deteriorate for the single
purpose use by a special interest group.

3. The U. S. Forest Service has analyzed the present and future
(within a reasonable planning period) demand and need for dis-
persed recreation in the Ozark highlands. Current National
Forest management plans will meet those needs without the
proposed wilderness areas.

Representing Wood-Using Industries And Forest Landowners Throughout
The State of Missouri

•
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4. The U. S. Forest Service is well underway with its unit plan-
ning effort in Missouri. These plans are based on the "Guide
for Managing the National Forests in the Ozark Highlands" and
the "Plan for Managing the National Forests in Missouri."

Public input has been an important part of the whole planning
process. It is our recommendation that the Forest Service be
allowed to continue its current planning process. Guided by
public policy and citizen input, the professional land managers
of the Forest Service are best able to identify and propose
areas that truly meet the criteria for wilderness.

Some examples: The proposed boundary for the Bell Mountain wilder-
ness area includes a timber sale that was completed this pastJanu-
ary. The stumps are still fresh. On the other hand, wilderness
proponents urge quick action to "save" Paddy Creek where forest
management work is scheduled on a few small areas. The majority
of this cultural work is to be done outside the area identified by
the Forest Service as deserving of study for special management
treatment. In addition, 3 million board feet of timber have been
harvested from the Paddy Creek area during the past ten years. The
current forest management program has contributed to the local econ-
omy while still leaving the area desirable to those seeking what is
termed "wilderness". Also, it is our understanding that rural water
lines are located within the proposed boundaries in S. 3204 for
Paddy Creek. We do not believe such an area is eligible for even
"study" classification.

In addition, we understand that your committee will be asked to
consider a proposal to designate approximately 12,000 acres as the
"instant" Hercules Glade Wilderness which amounts to a "land grab"
by preservationists. All proposed wilderness areas in the eastern
United States should go through the "study" classification. The
area is well known for its stands of eastern redcedar. The volume
of cedar harvested from this par,ticular areas has not been large,
but it has been signific'ant. The potential harvest from the present
crop of young trees could be very important to local industries.

Eastern redcedar has a value of two to three time the board foot
value of the more common oak and hickory species. Eastern redcedar
is one of the most valuable single species of wood to Missouri be-
cause it is grown, harvested, sawn and finished into a final product,
all at local firms. Missouri leads the nation in the production of
cedar closet lining, cedar pet bedding and cedar novelties.

Statistics and economic data can be interpreted to support almost
any conclusion, but the removal of 12,000 acres from the multiple-

' use management program will definitely have an adverse effect on
the local economy. 12,000 acres is an excessive amount of land to
be withdrawn. 12,000 acres are not necessary to provide solitude
and preserve ecological and geological features. In fact, it is
thought by some that present glades will need to be burned to keep
them in an open condition.
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There has not been adequate study of the Hercules Glade Area to
justify "instant" classification as wilderness. We recommend that
consideration be given to a smaller "nucleus" wilderness area with
an adjacent buffer zone of "Area I" management. This would be pro-
perly done during a study period.

IN SUMMARY, wilderness areas are not needed in Missouri to "save"
our forests, to provide for scientific study, to preserve ecologi-
cal values or to provide solitude. These needs are already being
provided for under a variety of other programs. 1

What is really being sought in the proposed legislation is a very
special recreation experience by a very few people in addition to
special management consideration on unique public lands. This has
some merit.

OUR POINT IS SIMPLY THIS:

1. The areas proposed for Wilderness Study Classification in
S. 3204 are larger than they should be. The boundaries sug-
gested by the Forest Service for Area I management considera-
tion are based on professional public land management consid-
eration and are more acceptable than those drawn by special
interest groups.

2. The proposed Hercules Glade Instant Wilderness will have de-
trimental local economic impact and cause unnecessary waste
of a valuable eastern redcedar resource. A smaller area merits
study classification to determine what the impact of wilderness
classification will be. Consideration should be given to
smaller wilderness areas with a surrounding buffer zone under
special management guidelines.

3. Proposed wilderness areas should be based on Forest Service,
Area and Unit planning procedures with public input rather than
initiated through special interest legislation.

Thank you for providing this opportunity to submit our views.

Sincerely,

Gerald E. Ross
Executive Director
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OZARK SOCIETY,
H. R. SCHOOLCRAFT CHAPTER,

Springfield, Mo., July 30, 1976.

THE HERCULES (GLADES) WILDERNESS

A CASE FOR "INSTANT AREA" DESIGNATION

The proposed Hercules (Glades) Wilderness is an area of approximately
12,325 acres located in southwest Missouri within the Mark Twain National
Forest. It is composed of a series of east-west ridges rising up to six hundred
feet above Long Creek and, due to its isolation, remains untrammeled by man.

The area contains a variety of habitats including oak-hickory forest, open grassy
balds and prairie-like glades, allowing a diversity of life forms. Here, in addi-
tion to native species, many southwestern plants and animals exist on the very
edge of their range.

Hercules has long been considered for wilderness designation because of the
high quality of primitive recreational experience it affords. In this report I will
attempt to outline and document a few of the many reasons why "instant area"
designation is warranted for the proposed Hercules (Glades) Wilderness.
1. Hercules as an "instant area" was favorably reported by the Senate Interior

Committee during its consideration of the Eastern Wilderness Act in the preced-
ing Congress. It was passed as such by the Senate ( S. 3433). Later, in confer-
ence, it was deleted from this historic legislation due only to problems with
boundaries and private land inholdings. These problems occasioned lengthy
studies of boundary placement and resulted in a solution satisfactory to all
concerned. The 12,325 acre area, as outlined in the attached map,* contains no
inholdings of private land. Therefore, the one remaining barrier to its favorable
consideration has been eliminated.

2. The popularity of the Hercules area and its public exposure through articles
in numerous publications, has resulted in studies by many interested groups and
individuals. The overwhelming conclusion of these studies is that wilderness
designation would be the best possible use of the area. Various state and federal
agencies including the United States Forest Service have compiled information
concerning the area's wildlife, timber value, mineral prospects, economics, and
sociocultural factors. It is our contention that no further study is necessary and
that Congress has sufficient information to properly consider the matter.

3. To commission further studies for the sole purpose of determining the
Hercules area's wilderness potential would require an unnecessary expenditure
of funds and use of manpower.

4. For the last four years there has been extensive public exposure to the
proposed wilderness designation of the Hercules area. We, therefore, believe that
interested individuals in the vicinity have had the opportunity of becoming in-
formed and offer input into the legislation process.
The Hercules area has been the subject of numerous articles in the Spring-

field News and Leader (the newspaper with the widest regional circulation) and
other local newspapers in Taney county where Hercules is located. It has also
been featured in the Ozarks Mountaineer, a magazine published in Forsythe,
Missouri, the county seat of Taney County.
An editorial endorsement appeared in the 1976 Easter Sunday edition of the

Springfield News and Leader. Hercules received national exposure as a chapter
in one of The American Wilderness series of Time-Life books, "The Ozarks".
Copies of these and others along with a list of editorial endorsements are
attached.*
The Ozark Society has promoted the proposal from the beginning and has in-

formed interested groups through maps, publications and slide programs. We
have provided information to concerned individuals including landowners ad-
jacent to the area.

5. Endorsement of and support for the Hercules (Glades) Wilderness as an
"instant area" has come from many quarters. The following is a list of major
sources of that support: Congressman Gene Taylor, in whose district the area
is located (see attachment) ,* Governor Christopher S. Bond along with the

*Retained in committee files.
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Missouri Conservation Commission and Department of Natural Resources (see
attachment ),* The Conservation Federation of Missouri, Ozark Chapter of the
Sierra Club, Missouri Friends of the Earth, Wilderness Society, Webster Groves
Nature Study Society, Coalition for the Environment, Missouri Audubon So-
ciety, Columbia Audubon Society, and others.

6. The Missouri Division of Geology and Land Survey in their report of
March 23, 1976, state that there are no known metallic mineral deposits in the
area and the possibility of discovering new deposits is considered unlikely. (see
attachment)*
We hope this report and attached information has been of use to you. The

Ozark Society strongly supports "intant area" designation. We feel that after
careful consideration of these facts you will conclude that instant status for the
Hercules area is necessary and warranted.
Please feel free to contact us for further information.

WILLIAM D. BATES.

* Retained in committee files.
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