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A1rPORT SECURITY CoUNcIL, ForEsT HIiLLs, NEW YORK

(Contact: James V. O’Donnell, 212/995-8932 (office), RISt 00 eees

NEw YorK, N.Y., February 9, 1972.—Cargo thefts at the metropolitan airports
were cut to a five-year low in 1971, according to Joseph A. Sullivan, Executive
Director of the Airport Security Council.

“Despite the fact that the volume of air cargo shipments almost doubled since
1966,” Sullivan said, “the air cargo industry’s self-protection program reduced
losses from theft nearly 189, below 1966 levels. Thirteen cents of every thousand
dollars in air cargo value went to thieves in 1966 (1966 figures are the lowest
for the period 1966-1970) while only 6 cents went that way last year,” he said.

The number and value of thefts against air cargo shipments moving through
the airports were reduced in 1970, and further still in 1971, following 1969, the
‘peak’ year for airport cargo crime.

Results for the year just ended show $722,000 worth of air cargo stolen from
the three airports in 311 thefts—a reduction of 80.5 percent in value and 49.8
percent in the number of thefts, as compared to 1969. The dollar value of losses
is based on actual value of cargo stolen, as determined by investigation.

Percent change
1969-71

1971

243
17 38
50 30

451 311

Value of thefts: 1
Kennedy._. $3,387,317  §1, 445,386 $568, 341
La Guardia.. ety s 83, 066 30, 142,728
Newark__._ 237,852 357,678 11,265

3,708, 235 1,833,970 722,334

1 Source: The Port of New York Authority; Superintendent of Police.

“Another indicator that the industry has crime under control at local airports
is the decrease in the number of large thefts during the past few years,” Sullivan
said. “Thefts of $20,000 or more constituted almost three-quarters of the total
value of stolen goods in 1969, but we’ve cut thefts of this size down to the point
where they contributed less than one-third of this year’s total,” he said.

Although three thefts of goods valued in excess of $50,000 occurred during 1971,
two of the cases were solved during the year, resulting in the arrest of 6 persons
and the recovery of both shipments. The third case is still under active investiga-
tion, according to Sullivan.

LA GUARDIA

“The only sour note in the 1971 results is the increase in cargo thefts at
LaGuardia Airport, the only one of the three airports where the value and num-
ber of thefts increased last year,” said Sullivan.

The number of thefts at LaGuardia increased by almost 369, in 1971 over 1969
levels, from 28 in 1969 to 38 in 1971. The worth of goods stolen went from $83,000
in 1969 to $143,000 in 1971.

“The major theft at LaGuardia accounted for $89,000 of the total,” Sullivan
said. “But even if that theft had not occurred, we’d still have a higher value of
losses this past year than we did in 1970.

“Security measures at LaGuardia have been intensified” according to Sullivan,
“and the Council has begun a year-long effort to bring LaGuardia results into
line with improvements at the other airports.”

ARRESTS

With a drop in the number of thefts, 1971 also showed a decrease in the
number of arrests for thefts—39 compared to 78 in 1969. The 1971 arrest total was
made up of 15 airline employees and 24 outsiders.
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