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NOM INATION OF BRANTLEY BLUE , OF TE NN ES SE E,  
TO BE A COMMISS IONE R OF THE  INDIAN  CLAIMS 
COMMISSION

TH U R SD A Y , A P R IL  24 , 19 69

U.S. Senate,
Committee on I nterior and I nsular Affairs,

"Washington, D.C.
The committee met at 10:10 a.m., in room 3110, New Senate Office 

Building , Sena tor Mike Gravel ( actin g chairman) presiding.
Presen t: Senators Gravel, Al lott, and Jord an of Idaho.
Also present: Je rry  T. Verkler, staff directo r; Stewart French, 

chief counsel; James H. Gamble, professional staff member, and Klaus 
Wiebe, assistant minority  counsel.

Senator Gravel. This hearing  will please come to order.
The purpose of the hearing th is morning is to consider the nomina­

tion of Mr. Brant ley Blue, of Kingsport, Tenn., to be a member o f 
the Indian Claims Commission.

The nominee is here, and I understand he will be introduced by the 
junior Senator from Tennessee, Hon. Howard IT. Baker.

It  is our honor to have one of  our colleagues introduce him, and, 
Senator Baker, the floor is yours.

STATEMENT OF HON. HOWARD H. BAKER, A U.S. SENATOR FROM 
THE STATE OF TENNESSEE

Senator Baker. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and members 
of the committee.

It  is indeed a g reat honor t o be here before your committee on this 
matt er and, if I may, to introduce a very distinguished Member of 
the House of Representatives,  Congressman James Quillen, who rep ­
resents the dist rict  from which Mr. Brantley  Blue comes.

Mr. Blue is a native of Pembroke, N.C., res iding for the past ‘20 
years, w ithin the Firs t Congressional Dis trict of Tennessee.

He is a Lumbee Indian and has served with great distinct ion in the 
City of Kingsport , Tenn., in many capacities, as an a ttorney and as a 
solid citizen.

With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I would like to yield to my 
colleague, Congressman Quillen, for the introduction of the nominee.

Senator Gravel. Congressman Quillen, it is indeed a pleasure to have 
you here. You may proceed.
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STA TEM ENT  OF HON. JAM ES H. QUILLEN, A RE PR ES EN TA TIVE  IN
CONGRESS FROM TH E FI RS T CONGRESSIONAL DIS TR ICT OF
TENNESS EE

Mr. Quillen. Thank  you, Sena tor Baker, Mr. Chairman, and mem­
bers of the committee.

The nominee is a constituent of mine within the Fir st Congressional 
Distr ict of Tennessee. He is from Kingsport, Tenn., which also hap ­
pens to be my hometown.

I want to introduce him to the committee. I think you have his 
biographical sketch—Brantley Blue.

He gradua ted from law school a t Cumberland University, Lebanon, 
Tenn., in December of 1949 and immediately removed himself to 
Kingsport, Tenn., where he has engaged in the practice of law until 
this day.

While in  Kingsport he has served as city judge, president of the bar 
association, and in many leading capacities in civic and church work.

Interestingly,  he was born in Pembroke, N.C., as a member of 
the Lumbee Indians of North Carolina. There are more than  30,000 
Lumbees in Robeson County, N.C., though they have never been or­
ganized in a tribal manner. Unt il recently, the county was divided 
pretty  well into three racia l groups with respect to their  public schools, 
churches, theaters, and public restaurants.

He was the first member of his group to become an attorney.
He is one of nine children. Ili s father was a shoe cobbler. He has 

overcome many obstacles and hardships and, when he  was going to 
school in Robeson County, N.C., as I said, they had three school sys­
tems. He attended the one for Indi ans  and did so, with members of 
his group, until the Supreme Court decision of 1954.

He is a man of modest means. He has overcome much throughout  his 
life, but, as an American, the challenge is with him and he fights for a 
better way of life for all.

He has many qualifications for  this appointment . I know him as a 
friend, as an outstanding practic ing attorney, as a wonderful family 
man, and as a great American. I am sure that he will make an out­
standing Commissioner and will devote his full time and abilities to­
ward accomplishing and completing the work of the Indian Claims 
Commission.

At this point I would like to thank Senator Baker, my colleague, 
for his support and his unt iring efforts in behalf of Mr. Blue.

Mr. Chairman and members o f this distinguished committee, it  is 
a pleasure for me to  have appeared here this morning in behalf of 
this outstanding American who lives in my hometown of Kingsport, 
Tenn.

Senator Gravel. Thank you, sir.
Mr. Blue, would you care to make any comments at this time? We 

will insert your biographical sketch at this point in the record and 
then you may proceed.
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(The biographical sketch is as follows:)
B iographical Sketch of Brantley Blue 

Born October 11, 1925 in Pembroke, North  Carolina.

EDUCATION

Attended public schools of Pembroke, North Carolina.  Attended  Pembroke Sta te College, and received LL.B. from Cumberland Univers ity in 1949.
OCCUPATIONAL BACKGROUND

1942-43—Montgomery Wa rd Company, Bal timore, Mary land.
1944-4G—United Sta tes  Navy.
1949-Presen t—Engaged in the general prac tice  of law in Kingsport , Tennessee. 1955-59—City Judg e in  Kingsport, Tennessee.

ORGANIZATION AFFILIATIONS

Law School: Blue Key Honorary F ra te rn ity ; Phi  Alpha Delta  Legal F ra ­tern ity.
American Legion, Hamm ond Post No. 3 (Fo rmer Commander).
Vice Chai rman , Nat ional Amer icanism Council, American Legion.
King spor t Exchange Club (P as t P res ide nt) .
King spor t Ba r Association (P as t Presi dent) .
Kingspo rt Chamber of Commerce.
Tennessee Ba r Associa tion.
Former  Judge Advocate, American  Legion, Dep artm ent  of Tennessee.

FAM ILY DATA

Married to former Doro thy Milam of Kingsport,  Tennessee. Two ch ildr en : Ja ne t a nd Pa tricia , both living a t home.

STATEMENT OF BRANTLEY BLUE, NOMINEE TO BE A COMMISSIONER 
OF INDIA N CLAIMS COMMISSION

Mr. Blue. Mr. Chairman and distinguished members of the com­
mittee, I am pleased to be sponsored by Senator Howard Baker and 
Congressman Jam es Quillen, both of whom are from Tennessee. I  am 
also honored to have been nominated by Pres ident  Nixon for  this posi­
tion and I  hope that his confidence in me can be justified by my actions 
in the future.

I am fami liar with S. 307, the bill t ha t was introduced in  Congress by the efforts of this committee. I have read the repor t that was at ­
tached to it. I have met with the present members of the Ind ian Claims 
Commission several times. I have discussed the duties and respon­
sibilities with them and they  have impressed upon me one thing—that  
this committee and the Congress expects the work of  the Commission 
to be accomplished by Apr il of 1972.

They are dedicated to th at  task and by talking with them and seeing 
tha t dedication I am convinced, in addition  to having read wha t 
Congress has said about it, part icula rly this  committee, t ha t comple­
tion of th e work is what this committee is interested in prim arily, in 
addition to seeing tha t justice is done honorably. I dedicate myself to 
that task  and will devote myself to it wholeheartedly in an effort to 
see to it tha t our job is done, even though it calls f or our dissolution when it is done.
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T feel that  if I assume this position, and if the Senate confirms me, 
that will he my task, in accordance with justice and the situation  
of doing it in an honorable way and I do dedicate myself to that  task.

I will now be pleased to answer any questions.
Senator Gravel. Thank you.
I am pretty sure that  the confidence placed in you by the  Pres ident 

is well placed.
Senator Allot t. do you have any specific questions?
Senator Allott. I have no questions, Mr. Chairman.
I note that the Chairman of the Commission is here, and fortunately, 

Mr. Blue, you have talked with the Commissioners several times, and 
T know you have talked with the membei'S of the committee. You are 
fully aware of the great pressure that  is on this Commission to get this 
work wrapped up and concluded.

Your reference to the last bill, S. 307, is that right?
Mr. Blue. Yes, sir.
Senator Allott. S. 307, and your reading of the report indicates 

that  you know, I am sure from that , the great compulsion that  not only 
the Inte rior  Committee o f the Senate but the Inte rior  Committee of 
the House feels in this respect. We want to cooperate, the committee 
does, with the Commission in every respect, but on the othe r hand 
there is nothing that  can be done from this end to actually wrap up 
this work except the application and efforts of the  Commission itself.

I have read your resume and I am sure that Mr. Quillen or Senator 
Baker would not even think of suggesting to the President the name of 
a lawyer for a position on thi s Commission who was not of the highest 
quality and this, in itself, recommends you very highly as fa r as I am 
concerned, because of thei r own professional capability.

I think tha t is all I have, Mr. Chairman.
Senator Gravel. Senator  Jorda n.
Senator J ordan. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Blue, you come well recommended with these two distinguished 

Members of Congress as your sponsors.
I think  that the President  chose wisely and well when he nominated 

von for thi s job. Apparently  you have explored all of it s ramifications 
because you anticipated the questions th at would come from this com­
mittee, when you told us you had read the enabling act and had visited 
with the present members of the Commission, and you were dedicated 
to the objective which we all hold to here on this committee. I am 
pleased to welcome you into the fold and wish you well in your en­
deavors with the Commission.

Senator Gravel. Thank you, Senators.
I have a telegram from the Kingsport Bar Association which I 

would like to introduce into the  record at this point. I t is very compli­
mentary to Mr. Blue. It  is testimony of what your working colleagues 
think  of you.

(The telegram referred to follows:)
K in gsp ort, T e n n ., A pri l 22, 1969.

H en ry  M. J a ckso n ,
Chairman. Interior anil Insular  Affairs Committee,
New Senate Office Buildini/. Washington, D.C.:

The Kingsport Bar  Association enthusiast ically supports the nomination hv 
President Nixon of Brantley Blue, a member of this association, to the Indian 
Claims Commission. As a former member of our local judiciary and as an active



mem be r of  th is  bar he  has pe rf or m ed  ou ts ta nd in g  se rv ice to  hi s pr of es sion  an d h is  co mm un ity . We fee l he  is ad m ir ab ly  su it ed  fo r th is  hi gh  po si tio n of  re sp on ­si bi li ty . We re qu es t th a t ou r en do rs em en t appear w ithin  th e re co rd  of his  co n­fi rm at io n he ar in g.
F ra nk  Dodson ,

President, Kingspor t Bu r Associat ion.
Senator  Gravel. If  there are no further questions, we will recess the hearing into an executive session and take up your financial state­ment and I am sure, if you would just wait for a few minutes. I anticipate the meeting to be very brief and we can come up and con­gratulate  you.
(Whereupon, at 10:20 o'clock a.m., the committee went into execu­tive session.)
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