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HARRISON E. SALISBURY’S TRIP TO NORTH VIETNAM

T H U R SD A Y , F E B R U A R Y  2,  19 67

U nit ed  S tates  S en a te . 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS,

Was Kington, D.C.
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., in room 318, 

Old Senate Office Building, Senator  J. W. Fulbrig ht (chai rman) 
presiding.

Present: Senators Fulb righ t, Sparkm an, Mansfield, Morse, Gore, 
Lausche, Symington, Clark, Pell, McCarthy , Hickenlooper, Aiken, 
Carlson, Williams, Mundt, Case, and Cooper.

Also present: Senators McGee, Percy, and Hatfield.
The Chairman. The committee will come to order.
The committee is meeting this morning to hear Mr. Har rison E. 

Salisbury, assistant managing editor of the New York Times, th e first 
American newsman admitted  to  North Vietnam since the bombing of 
the north  began. I wish to make it clear tha t this hearing is n ot a 
par t of the series of hearings on “America’s Responsibilities as a World 
Power '’ begun by the committee on Monday, but is simply an oppor­
tunity to discuss in public some of Mr. Salisbury’s observations on his 
two-week visit  to  North Vietnam where we know very li ttle  about the 
people.

The conflict in Vietnam, as is often said, may be the best reported 
war in history,  but there has probably never been a war in which we 
knew so little  about the people with whom and agains t whom we are 
fighting. Our  ignorance of the history , culture, and trad itions of 
Vietnam and Southeast Asia have contributed much to the trag ic 
conflict in which we now find ourselves. Some 500,000 American 
men are engaged in fighting a tough, dedicated, and resourceful 
opponent. The public needs to know more about this opponent— 
why he is f ighting and what he is  fighting for—in order to evaluate 
our policies in an objective manner. I am sure that Mr. Salisbury 
can shed some ligh t on these factors by giving us a better unde r­
standing  of the war as seen from North  Vietnam.

Mr. Sali sbury, we appreciate very much you taking the  trouble and 
time to come down here and discuss with us this most important 
matter. I believe you have a prepared statement  to begin our dis­
cussion.

(The prepared statement fo llows :)
Statement by H arrison E. Salisbury at th e H earings Before th e Committee  

on F oreign Relations  of th e U.S. Senate  on February 2, 1967
The situatio n in Vietnam app ears to me to be reac hing  a turning-poin t—one 

which may lead eit he r to a nego tiated sett lement or to a sha rp and  dangerous  
escalation.
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2 HARRISON E. SALISBURY’S TRIP TO NOR TH VIETNAM

I brin g this  impression back  from  Hano i and it is based  on my talks with the 
Nor th Vietnamese leader s, my observations of the  sta te of wa r in the  nort h, the  
complicated tensions cen teri ng around  China  and  t he prog ress of our own efforts 
to achieve  a mil itary solu tion  in Sou thea st Asia.

We have now been pur suing with occasion al inte rru ptions  a policy of bombing 
Nort h Vietnam for  abou t two years. The offensive was launched  in Febru ary  
of 1965 and has gradua lly been exten ded and stepped up in its  scope. Fi rs t the  
att acks were made ju st  no rth  of the  17th  para llel. Then  they  were moved up 
to the  20th  and 21s t par alle ls, and  followin g th at  we began to att ac k in the 
north, in the north eas t and  in the  nort hwe st. Our ai r operations  now exten d 
to vir tua lly  every are a of North Vietn am and  have  includ ed since last Jul y ta r­
gets  with in the metrop olitan are as  of Hanoi and Haiphong. The res ult  of 
thi s offensive has  been to cause the  Hano i regime to lay plans for  continuing 
the wa r in case of an eve ntual att ac k on Ha noi and  Haipho ng. We ha ve already 
atta cke d all of thei r oth er cities and towns  and  a ra ther  sub sta ntial number 
of their villages.

The objective of the  offensive, as I under stand it, is to puni sh the  North 
Vietnamese regime, to make it  more difficult for  them to sup por t oper ation s in 
the south, and to compel them to negotia te with us at  the conferen ce table.

My on-the-spot obse rvat ions of the  phys ical res ult s of the  bombing in the  
Hano i are a and in region s as fa r south as 80 to 90 miles below Hano i and  n ort h 
to a dista nce of 15 or 20 miles  show th at  we have been able to inflict severe 
punishm ent upon many of the  mi lita ry fac ilit ies  located in th at  region.

Our prin cipa l tar ge ts hav e been the  rai lroa ds,  the highways and the  bridge s 
which  form the  comm unications and  supply netw ork where by arms,  muni tions, 
food and  men are  moved south , ulti mately  reaching  and rein forc ing the  so-called 
Vietcong.

The damage inflicted  on these fac iliti es as well as upon storag e and tran s­
ship men t are as has  been considerable.  I was told by We ster ner s who have fr e­
quently  visited  the  Haiphon g are a th at  we have  succes sfully  taken out most of 
North Vietnam’s oil storag e capac ity. I saw tac it conf irmat ion of thi s fac t 
in the  widesp read dispe rsal of petroleum prod ucts  in 55-gallon steel drums, 
lite ral ly strewn over the  land scap e in pra ctic ally  every dire ction th at  you move 
outs ide of Hanoi.

CONSEQUEN CE OF BOMBING

One imp orta nt consequence of the  bombing progr am has been the  disp ersa l 
of North Vietnamese  supplies , ma ter ial  and faci lities . Not o nly h ave they moved 
th ei r population in larg e num bers  out  of the cities  and  town s into  the small 
villag es and countryside bu t they  now do not, in so f ar  as I was able to observe, 
maintain  large  concentrations of any kind  of vuln erab le ma ter ial s (ex cep t in 
the  Haiphong ar ea ). Inste ad  they scatt er  store s out along the  road s and in the  
fields through the  coun try, gene rally  in are as with  easy access to the  highwa y. 
This  makes  it  e xtrem ely difficult for  our  bombing att ac ks  to do very much dam­
age to them.

The re is no doubt  in my mind  th at  our  bombing of the  nor th has  made it 
more difficult for  the  regime to conti nue the  wa r and to conti nue its  supply of 
ma ter ial s to the  so uth. Bu t at  the  same time it  is quite  obvious th at  t he supplies 
continue to move south  in massive qua ntit ies.  Desp ite continu ous and very 
heavy  bombing, both roads and  rai lro ads were oper ative  dur ing the  time  I was 
there, and  oth er fore igne rs rep ort  th at  the re has  never been any serious dis rup ­
tion  in  communications  to  th e s outh. The  Vietna mese have  an extrem ely efficient 
system for  rep airi ng the  rai lro ad.  The  rai lro ad is a ligh t one. The rollin g 
stock is light.  It  is a single tra ck  affair and they  scatt er  along  i ts whole rou te 
va st qua nti ties  of spa re rai ls, ties  and  ballast. When the  roa d is hit, labo r 
bat tal ion s are  amassed  from  the  countryside  and ins tan tly  pu t to work, replac­
ing the rail s and filling in holes. Bridg es are  re placed with  pontoons cons tructed 
of wooden canal  b oats, lash ed together with a surface of bamboo poles. The  m a­
ter ial s are cheap, light and every where available,  and the  pontoons can be put 
in place  with in an hour or two of the  dest ruction  of a steel  or conventional 
wooden bridge.

Wher e the  rai lro ad is cu t and  rep air s will tak e some time, bicycle bat tal ion s 
are  mobilized, each bike carry ing  a load of 600 pounds, and  the  t rai n is unloaded 
onto bikes which then move for ward pa st the  brea k in the line to an empty 
trai n which is pulled up and  reloaded. The  process does not require  more 
tha n two or three hours and  the re seems to be plenty of labo r availab le to car ry 
it  out.
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In  the process of our  bombing offensive the re has  been, of course, serious  
damag e to civilian housing, loss of civi lian life  and  damage and  des truc tion  of 
many non-milita ry fac iliti es. This  kind  of damage is rea dily  observable in 
some are as of Hanoi itse lf, in the  ou tsk irts  of the  city  and  along  the  highways 
going south and in every  city  or town of any size which  I visite d. The  damage 
is par ticu larl y evide nt in area s adjac ent  to the  rai lroad,  especially whe re the re 
may have been rai lro ad  sidin gs which  our  bombers hav e attacked.

While there has  been much reac tion  in thi s cou ntry  over my reports  of  the  
damage to civil ians and the  casual ties  among civilia ns, I myself  was not  su r­
prise d at  the res ult s from our  bombings, since pa st exper ience  has  shown th at  
it is impossible to bomb mi lita ry targets, particular ly in a heavi ly populated 
country , withou t caus ing civi lian casu altie s. Wh at has  proved tru e in th e pa st 
has  proved tru e in the  p res ent  bombing offensive of North Vietnam.

One must balan ce ag ain st the det err ing  effects of our  bombing to  the  move­
ment  of men and  supp lies  to the  south  the str ong  reactio n which the  bombing 
has  stim ulat ed among the  general populace. The people of North Vietnam, 
in so fa r as I observed them, seemed to be very stro ng and uni ted in sup por t 
of the  wa r effort—to an  exten t which I found surpri sin g in a Communist 
country—and I thi nk  th is  is clea rly att rib utab le to the  stim ulus  to th ei r 
pat rio tic  feelings which  ha s been evoked by the  common peri l which they all  
experien ce—tha t of th e g eneral bombing offensive.

Whether we have  gain ed more in det err ing  movement of men and ma ter ial  
to the south th an  is los t by the  stiffe ning of th is Vietnamese nat ion al feel ing 
is difficult t o say.

FUTURE OF WAR

With regard  to the  fu ture  of the  wa r it seems cle ar to me th at  the  ma jor  
fac tor  which has  caus ed Hano i serio usly  to cons ider  a possible neg otia ted 
sett leme nt in China.  The  Chinese situa tio n is extremely touchy, fra ug ht  wi th 
very dange rous possibi litie s for  Hanoi,  and  the  most elem entary kind  of pr u­
dence, it  would seem to me. would nec ess itate Han oi’s explo ring wha t kind  
of settl eme nt terms  mig ht be obtain ed at  thi s moment ra th er  th an  waitin g 
unt il la te r when Ch ina ’s aid mig ht be denied them. Hano i req uires both  
Chinese aid and Russian aid to ma int ain  the wa r effor t at  its pre sen t level 
and would be severely hand icapped if  China closed its  borders, cu t off the 
supply routes or ceased  send ing aid. The re is also  the  possib ility ever  pre sen t 
in the  minds  of the  people  in Hanoi th at  civil wa r mig ht brea k out in China, 
which w ould limit  Chin a’s abil ity to a ssi st Nort h V ietnam.

Thus, rega rdle ss of publi shed stateme nts,  events seem to propel Han oi tow ard  
explorati on of  a s ett lem ent of the  war.

At the  same time, the  dangers  of esca lation seem grav e to me. There  ar e 
many American mili tary  str ate gis ts who see in the pre sen t ind ication s of 
difficulty and stre ss fo r Hano i an opp ortu nity  to esca late  the wa r and thu s, 
in the ir view, to make unne cessary any cons ideration  of Hanoi’s side in imposing 
a settlem ent.

The dang ers of such  a course  lie in the  poss ibil ity th at  we may by one ac t 
or ano ther trig ger th e ent ry of Chin a into  the  war . I was told  specifically 
by the  North  Vietnamese th at  Chin a would en ter  the  wa r if we did one of 
severa l thin gs:  crossed the  17th  par allel wit h land forces, made amphibious 
landi ngs in the  no rth  from the  coast, or. as it  was  said in gene ral ter ms  
“brou ght the wa r clos er to  the Chinese fro nti er”. In  these circu msta nces  Hanoi  
lef t no doubt th at  th e call for  Chinese interventio n would go out and wi th 
th at  we would be confron ted with  dir ect wa rfa re  betwee n the  United Sta tes  
and China.

The poss ibili ty of Chinese  inte rve ntio n exists  on oth er grou nds as well. 
Ther e are  Chinese-oriented members of the  Hanoi government. China is 
resolutely opposed to  any  sett lem ent of the  war.  China wishe s it to con tinu e 
into the  indefinite fu tur e. If  Hano i were to embark on a course designed to 
lead to a sett lem ent the Chinese mig ht well seek to ove rtur n the Hanoi le ad er ­
ship and repla ce it  wi th men dedicate d to their specia l theorie s of pr otracte d 
war fare .

In  my view the  mos t profitable course fo r the Uni ted Sta tes  at  th e pr esen t 
time  would be a quiet  and ent irel y secret exploration  with the  rep res en tat ive s 
of Hanoi to  se e if  elem ents of a reas onable and honorab le sett lem ent , wh ich  
would be gene rally  acceptable to both sides, could not  be worke d out. I hav e
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no  do ubt  ab ou t th e  di ffi cu lti es  of th is  pr oc ed ur e,  b u t co nsi der in g th e  dan ge rs  
invo lved  I  th in k  i t  wou ld  be a  w orthw hile en de av or .

STATEMENT OF HARRISON E. SALISBURY

Mr. Salisbury. Senator Fulbrig ht, I am very pleased to be here, 
and I  will try to share with you, as much as I can, some of my observa­
tions in North Vietnam.

By chance I  do happen to have been behind the enemy lines and 
this is a most unique experience, and I  th ink tha t some of my observa­
tions should be of value in studying the policies we have been following 
in Southeast Asia and Vietnam and perhaps in evaluating any changes 
or any new lines for the future.

I thou ght perhaps I would sta rt out by talking a bit about the 
war out there,  that  is the evidence one sees in Hanoi and in tha t area 
of the actual military conflict, and then perhaps go on to some of the 
ideas which I  brought back concerning possible settlement of the war.

It  is now almost exactly two years since we started  our bombing of­
fensive in the north, and the bombing offensive, of course, has been a 
controversial  technique from the very beginning. There was, I believe, 
a good deal of discussion in  the Government back and forth before it 
was embarked upon, but when it was begun—it had certain definite 
objectives, and one of them, I  believe, was to try and persuade North 
Vietnam tha t they should negotiate, that  they should come to the 
conference table, and mili tarily speaking, I believe the principa l ob­
jective was designed to ha lt or to cut down on the flow of material, 
munitions , men from the north to the south.

PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE OF BOMBING

In  the time tha t I  was in North Vietnam, which covered a period of 
about two weeks, I had quite a good opportuni ty to observe the physical 
effects of our bombing offensive. I traveled south from Hanoi dis­
tances of about 80 or 85 miles on two occasions, travel ing along two or 
three of the principal highways, and I traveled in the area of Hanoi 
and to the north out to a distance of 10 or 15 miles.

Now I must say tha t thro ughout that region you can see the physical 
evidence of our bombing almost everywhere you go. It  is very difficult 
to be out of sight of the results of the bombing. The principa l ta rgets 
that we have aimed at are the ones that  you might suppose: they are 
means of communication, highways, rail roads, bridges, supply depots, 
and other  things which are important to the Vietnamese in sending 
supplies to the south, and the damage to these facilities has been 
considerable.

COUNTRYSIDE IS POOR

I might say ju st by way of  describing the countryside that this is a 
poor country, our enemy there. It  is a country of poor Asiatic peas­
ants for the most part. It s princ ipal occupation is rice culture. The 
count ry itself, at least in the Bed River delta, it is one large rice 
granary, and most of the people are occupied in that particula r pursuit . 
I t  is not an industr ialized country

In  the five years or so tha t Ho Chi Minh was in power between 1954 
and 1959, when the war began to become more serious, no very grea t
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industrial  endeavors were embarked upon. You immediately feel or 
sense that you are in a poor country  t hat  does not have very much in 
the way of modern facilities.

BOMBING EFFECT IS LIMITED

Now this  has a direct bearing , I think, on the effectiveness of our 
bombing policy because it does not give us very many outstanding 
targe ts to h it at. This is not a country with la rge munitions factories, 
large steel plants, large oil refineries, and things  of that  kind. They 
had some oil storage capacity and tha t was taken out, I believe, very  
effectively around Ha iphong in one of our very ear ly attacks last July . 
I did not, see any substantia l oil storage capacity anywhere tha t I 
visited, and I  doubt if very much is left in the country.

This has an effect, as I say, on the bombing because it limits in a 
sense, the results of th at bombing. If  you are a ttacking largely roads 
and the rather small railroads  tha t they have there, the results may 
not be terrib ly impressive.

Traveling outside Hanoi on the  highways, highway No. 1, tha t is 
the main highway going down south, you run for considerable dis­
tances along side a rather  narrow gauge  rail road, a light railroad, the 
rolling stock of which is small. It  is not comparable to our heavy rail ­
roads, and this ra ilroad , and  the others that I saw, have been damaged 
a good deal by our offensive, not infrequently you find large patches 
of track that have been blasted out by our bombs, and repaired. This 
is perhaps the most significant thing about it—tha t the railroad still 
is operative in spite of having been damaged repeatedly.

The same is true of th e highways. On the t rips  that  I  made south, 
which were often made during  darkness since we do not bomb during 
the night , at least in the  north, I found the highways very heavily 
cluttered  with  truck traffic, and even columns of men and women cart­
ing stuff down to the south.

This is important because it indicates the scope of the effort tha t 
they pu t into continuing to move materials to the  south in spite of our  
bombing offensive. I do not want to give you the impression tha t 
the offensive has not had results because it has. It  has knocked out a 
great many of the bridges. In fact  outside of the very large and im­
por tant main bridge which connects Hanoi i tself across the Red River, 
a bridge called the Long Bien Bridge, which runs for about three kilo­
meters and which is the  main connection between Hanoi and the north 
bank of the Red River , I did not see a single bridge which had not been 
damaged to some extent by our attacks.

Now some of the bridges have been taken out entirely. Some of 
them have only been damaged, and they have been put  back in to serv ­
ice. In  some cases you will find a bridge, which normally took two 
traffic lanes, now taking one traffic lane.

HOW  TRAFFIC CONTINUES TO MOVE

Of course, the bridges  are one of the most vulnerable things that  
you find in tha t area since the Red River  delta is crisscrossed by 
endless streams, canals, rivers and things of that kind, but in spite 
of very severe damage to the bridges, I did not find t ha t traffic, the
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heavy truck flow to the south, had been mater ially halted. The reason 
for  this is that they have evolved an extremely efficient and rather 
cheap way o f throwing pontoons across these streams which enables 
them to maintain a traffic with very littl e interruption.

These pontoons are constructed out of the simplest of materials. 
The are built  out of flat-botton canal boats. These are rather  long 
narrow boats, probably they would run from the distance of that 
table to this one over here, and they are only perhaps two or three 
feet wide. They lash these boats together in a chain across the stream 
and put  on top of the boats a platform of cut bamboo poles. The 
poles are often not even lashed down to the boats. They are not 
planks. They are just loose on top of the boats and as the t rucks go 
over them, they make a tremendous rumble but  they seem to be heavy 
enough to carry very substantial loads, and you can see the materials 
tha t are involved in putt ing across a pontoon like th at are available 
all over the country and with practically no expense. All that  you 
have to have is labor power.

Now, in most instances where the bridge has been taken out and 
pontoons have replaced it they divided the traffic flow. These canal 
boats are about wide enough to take one traffic stream, so they will 
divide th e traffic flow and the south-moving trucks will go on one and 
then there will be another pontoon on the  other side and the empties 
coming back north will be coming back on the other pontoon bridge.

I did not see these bridges actually being p ut into place but I did 
speak with foreigners in Hanoi who had seen the actual process, and 
they said it often took them not more than  an hour or two to get a 
bridge in place. The ma terials are kept adjacent to  the bridges ready 
for use if the bridge is knocked out.

In  the case of railroad bridges, it is a more complicated proposi­
tion, because you cannot replace a railroad bridge with a wooden 
pontoon.

However, they have along the railroad, and this was true of every 
railroad tha t I saw, strewn along these railroads are great masses 
of ra ilroa d building materia l. These are the  lig ht r ails tha t they use, 
and railroad ties, and  ballast, and they have, of course, quantities of 
manpower which are available to be thrown into the task of repairing 
the roads.

Now, they do have a certain amount of br idge-bu ilding equipment, 
too, to replace the broken railroad bridges. However, th at is a task 
which takes them longer. They cannot do th at in a few horn's, and 
so they have a different procedure there.  When the bridge is knocked 
out or where the ra ilroad has been knocked out for some considerable 
period of time, they will br ing up a bicycle brigade.

Now these bicvcle brigades  are quite an extrao rdinary feature of 
the landscape. The bikes will carry  about GOO pounds, a 600-pound 
load on an individual bicycle. It  is balanced across the  bike with 300 
pounds on one side and 300 on the other, and they wheel the bikes 
along. They will b ring a brigade up to a train  which is blorked be­
cause of a cut in the rai lroad or a broken bridge, and they will unload 
tha t tra in in a matter  of an hour or two. put the stuff on the bikes, move 
across a pontoon on the bikes to a train  which is brought up on the 
other side, and reload the train and move along.
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LARGE INVE STMENT IN  MANPOWER

Now you can see that this kind of endeavor which is engaged in 
every day—because the pr incipa l targe ts of our bombing are the  r ail ­
roads and the highways—this causes them to invest large numbers of  
manpower to keep the traffic moving. But  so fa r as I was able to ob­
serve, they do keep the traffic moving probably at about the rate tha t 
they are capable of absorbing the material and supplies in the south. 
There may be a little  bit of a choking down on the reinforcements, bu t 
I doubt i t myself, and so do most of the. observers who have watched 
this process in Hanoi. They point out tha t there is a limit to the 
amount of men and materiel which can be absorbed in the south, and 
they th ink tha t the north is able to keep it going about at  the ra te th at 
they want to.

Tha t does not mean, however, that this does not put a heavy burden 
on the North Vietnamese regime because the investment in manpower, 
the investment in time and labor and in material is substantial . The 
materiel mostly comes from thei r allies, principally, I think, from 
China. I think they get most of the ir ra ils and railroad supply equip­
ment, I  th ink they g et th eir rolling stock from the Chinese. It  comes 
down on the railroad f rom China. The Chinese have a great interest  
in mainta ining tha t railroad because one link of the railroad coming 
from China also links another part of China. It  is a most convenient 
way between these two areas and so the  Chinese have a substantial 
interest in keeping tha t going. And I  think they invest a lot in tha t.

So that  I think one might say from the mili tary  standpoint, just  
looking at the railroad operation and the highway operation, tha t we 
get a small mili tary  benefit from this, because of the investment in 
manpower tha t we compel them to put into this effort.

SPIRIT OF NATIONAL UN ITY

I would say this must be balanced, on the  other hand, by wha«; has 
happened to the country as a result of the bombing, and this is an 
observation which I made, and which was supported  by the foreign 
diplomats, the westerners, and to some extent the Easte rn Europeans 
who are in Hanoi. It  is my feeling that  the bombing has caused the 
country to  acquire a sp irit of national  purpose or unity which it would 
not have otherwise. I think th at this is perhaps akin to what we saw 
in England dur ing  the war. We did not see this but it occurred in 
Germany under the very heavy a ir attacks tha t went on there.

The people have a feeling of the mass partic ipation in this war. 
They feel that they are in it with thei r leaders. I do not believe 
they would have tha t feeling otherwise. I think that without the 
bombing there would be natural lines of clevage in tha t population. 
I do not believe the  Government is a hundred percent popular with 
the peasants. I am certain it is not all that popular with some ele­
ments in the populat ion, the Catholic elements, fo r example, but be­
cause of the feeling that they are all being attacked in the  same man­
ner, they have rallied around the national cause on the basis of 
patriot ism ra the r than  communism.

The Government, as might be expected, plays very strongly  on this  
theme. You find in their propaganda very little  ta lk of communism,
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a gr ea t dea l of  ta lk  about na tio na lism,  na tional sp iri t, the  tra di tio ns  
of  the Vie tnamese people,  an d th ei r un ity  in fighting  t hi s enemy.

In  th ei r pr op ag an da  you he ar  about na tio na l heroes. You do no t 
he ar  abou t Comm unist heroes. I  th in k th is is an effective mea ns of 
pr op ag an da  and I  th ink it  ha s cre ate d a fig hti ng  sp ir it  in the no rth  
whi ch they  would not have  otherwis e, and I  do  no t th ink th at t he  Go v­
ernm en t cou ld have c rea ted  t hi s wi thou t the bombing.

They have been clever about it.  Th ey have  done  one th in g which 
I  th in k ha s done  a gr ea t dea l to  keep  th ei r morale  up.  Th ey  have  
enc ouraged the  ordina ry  po pu latio n to fight back ag ains t the ai r­
plan es. Now thi s fighting  ba ck is r ea lly  more  sym bolic , I  th ink,  t ha n 
rea l. Th ey  have  issued gun s, rifles , ordina ry  rifles to  la rg e masses of 
the  po pu lat ion , and when the pla nes come ove r the y are  encouraged 
to fire ba ck and occasionally, o f course, th ey  will shoot  dow n an Am er­
ican  plane.  Th is gives the people  a fee ling th at  the y are  fighting 
ag ain st the enemy up  in the sky and th at  th ey  a re all in  t hi s th in g to ­
gether . I  th in k it  is quite a clever  prop ag an da  device  reg ard les s of 
its  m ili ta ry  v alu e which  o f course is quite sligh t.

EFFECT OF BOMBING ON NEGOTIATIONS

I t would  seem to me on the  basis  o f what I  was able  t o see, t hat  the  
Nor th  Vienamese Gover nment  is able  to con tinue the  movem ent  of 
supplies to  the sou th, the y are able  to con tinue to m aintain the  wa r 
abo ut on the pre sen t level despite  the bomb ard ment th at  is going  on. 
W ha t would  h appen if  we wer e to sh arply increase the  bom bar dm ent  
is an othe r question.

I  tr ied to eva lua te as bes t I  cou ld wh eth er we were  moving them 
tow ard  the con ference  tab le as a resu lt of  the  bom bing, and I mu st 
say it  does no t seem t o me th at  th is is the  result .

On  th e othe r h and, I do feel th a t there  is  a  c ert ain  m ovement on the  
part  of  Han oi  tow ard  the  con ference tab le, and I  believe th is  derives 
no t real ly  from the  bomb ard me nt bu t fro m certa in  othe r extern al 
factors wh ich  are  ext rem ely  im po rta nt , and the most im po rta nt  of 
thes e, I  believe, is th e si tuat ion vis-a -vis  China.

SUPPLY OF WAR MATERIALS FROM RUSSIA

To  evalu ate  thi s, I  th in k you  have to know a lit tle  b it  abou t where 
Nor th  Vietn am  gets  its  supp lie s an d how dep end ent  the y are on ou t­
side  sources fo r maintaining  th ei r pre sen t wa r effo rt. Th ey  pri n­
cip all y ge t th ei r m ili ta ry  su pp or t fro m two sources ; one is Ch ina  
and one is th e Sovie t Un ion , an d I  will  expand on th at a lit tle bit , 
because it  is in ter es tin g to see the  diffe rence in mater ia ls th at  come 
fro m one sou rce and f rom  the othe r.

Fr om  th e Sov iet Un ion  they  ge t in lar ge  par t th ei r mos t adv anced 
m ili ta ry  technology . They ge t fro m the Ru ssi ans th e SA M- 2s,  the 
su rfa ce -to -a ir missi le 2’s. These  are  no t the la test Sovie t model, as I  
am sure you  gentlem en kno w, the SA M-3s are th e lat es t ones th at  
the  Ru ssians have, bu t th e SA M-2s are  qu ite  good an d they  have a 
subs tan tia l numb er of these weapons, wh ich  the y rece ived  fro m the 
Soviets.
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Now, those weapons, for the most par t, so fa r as I was able to 
observe, or to find out, come into North Vietnam by ship. They come 
to Haiphong.

The larger  part  of Soviet materiel arrives  in Haiphong. They get 
the SAMs tha t way, they also get the ir advanced rad ar without 
which they can not operate  their  SAM systems, nor can they operate 
the ir anti airc raft , the ir conventional antia ircraf t weapons with any 
grea t proficiency w ithou t good radar and they get a lo t of tha t from 
the Soviet Union. They get the ir MIG-21s from  the same source, and 
they also come in  largely by boat and they come to Haiphong.

SOURCE OF INFO RM AT ION ABO UT SU PP LIES

The Chairman. May I ask, Mr. Salisbury,  did they tell you this or 
did you observe this?

Mr. Salisbury. This information comes to me from a series of 
sources. Some comes directly from them because they do not make 
any bones about some of this stuff tha t you might expect them to. 
Some of it comes from the foreign diplomats  in Hanoi who were ex­
tremely well informed as to the sources of supply, and who frequently 
visit Haiphong and see the material  actually coming in there. I did 
not visit Haiphong myself, and I regard tha t as being a mis take on 
my part. I did not ask to  go to Haiphong thinking  that  this was a 
very sensitive mili tary  area. I discovered late r on tha t it may be 
sensitive, but it is often visited, in fact is freely visited by the for ­
eigners in Hanoi,  and I should have gone down there and had a look 
myself, but I got a lot of secondhand information which I thin k is 
quite reliable in th at  respect.

PETR OL EU M PRODUCTS RE CE IPT  AND  STORAGE

Now, the othe r major item which they receive from the Soviet 
Union and which also comes in throu gh Haiphong is petroleum 
products, gasoline, oil, lubricants, all the things tha t they need to 
keep the trucks  rolling  to the south. They are not a producer of 
petroleum products themselves, and they are vitally  dependent on this 
source of supply. They get some of i t from Rumania but most o f i t 
comes in from the Soviet Union.

I mentioned earlier tha t their storage facilities, the ir large-scale 
tanks and things of tha t kind, have been taken out by our bombing 
offensive, indeed were taken out very early, and, as a result of tha t, 
for the most pa rt the petroleum, the gasoline, the oil, is now stored in 
55-gallon steel drums and these drums are scattered litera lly all over 
the countryside. You cannot drive  a mile outside of Hanoi without 
seeing drums scattered into the field and along the highways. They 
are so dispersed tha t it would be li teral ly impossible to knock out  all 
thei r oil supplies  at the present time.

Of course, this is a g reat bother for them. It  is not very convenient 
if you have all your oil strewn over the countryside like tha t, but 
the t ruth of it is they have an awful lot of their  material strewn out 
tha t way, again as a measure of dispersal to avoid losing it in a 
large-scale American attack.
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I do not  believe—in fact I am certain tha t they could not mainta in 
the level of milit ary operations in the South without these supplies 
tha t come in from the Soviet Union throu gh Haiphong. There has 
been an increase, according to the information tha t I received, in the 
last year of the amount of materia l coming in through the port, but the 
por t is now at about its maximum capacity. In  fact it is jammed, 
according to the foreigners who have seen it. They do not believe it 
can handle any more than is now being handled there.

SU PPLY  RO UTE  FR OM  C H IN A

Now the other source of supply, of course, is the railroad and the 
highway route coming down from China, and in many respects this 
is still perhaps the most important supply route.

Now they get from China itself several items tha t are extremely 
importan t. The number one item is food, rice. The North Vietnamese 
regime normally would perhaps  be able to supply itself with rice, 
although it is not as large a producer of rice as the south. But  due 
to the bad weather of last year, and also due, in my opinion, to the 
diversion of labor, manpower and womanpower, from the rice paddies 
to construction and maintenance of  the railroads and highways, they 
are fa lling  quite short  in their food production and they are becoming 
more and more dependent upon China to replace these supplies.

It  is difficult to get a precise estimate of the shortfall in the rice 
crop in North  Vietnam last year. We know t ha t it was a bad rice 
year in all of Southeast Asia. The crops in Cambodia, in Laos, and 
in Burma were also off. I talked to the Russians about this, and a 
little  b it to mv amusement I  found they had as much trouble getting 
figures and statistics  from the North  Vietnamese as I used to have 
getting  them from the Russians when T was a correspondent there. 
But thei r estimate is that the North  Vietnamese will be short by 
600.000 to 800,000 tons of rice this year. This will have to be made 
up from the Chinese, and it is expected to be made up by the Chinese. 
This conies down by railroad pr incipally from China d irectly to North 
Vietnam.

SMALL ARMS AND  CONSUM ER GOODS FROM CHIN A

Tn addition to the rice and other food products, and I think  they 
get some minor supplies of o ther kinds of food from China, they also 
get the ir small arms, the ir rifles, and the ir machineguns and in all 
probability some of thei r ligh ter ant iair cra ft weapons from the Chi­
nese, and they get the munitions for these weapons from China.

They get a considerable portion  of thei r consumer goods from 
China. They do not have much capacity themselves, and what ca­
pacity they have is badly off as a result of the  war  effort and to some 
extent as a result of the bombardment.

The consumer goods they get from China are not terribly im­
porta nt, each individual item in itself, and yet when you go into the 
stores in Hanoi, and the stores are badly stocked because they are 
short of almost everything you can imagine. You find tha t if there are 
yard  goods there they came from China. If  there is porcelain china, 
it came from China. If  there are tin pans, they came from China.
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The little items of food, crackers, and biscuits, and things of that  
kind came from China.

The items of clothing, if you find k nit goods, tha t probably came 
from China. So they are quite dependent on that source, for con­
sumer goods.

They are dependent upon China for another item which astonished 
me but which I found to be very, very impor tant, and this is bicycles. 
They have a bicycle factory in Hanoi and they produce a number them­
selves, but the main source of their  bikes is China, and without those 
bikes the country just could not  operate. I literally believe that  with­
out bikes they would have to get out of the  war. They use them for 
transporta tion, they c arry  most of their—well, I think probably almost 
a hundred percent of  the f reigh t th at moves down in the southern pa rt 
of the  country, tha t goes across the line into South Vietnam, moves on 
the bikes, and they have to have them. They get them from China.

POSSIBLE CUTOFF OF SUPP LIES  FROM CH INA

Now, the fact tha t they are dependent on these two great allies for 
these vital supplies put s North Vietnam, in my opinion, in a position 
in which at the present time they are now interested at least in explor ­
ing whether there could be a negotiated settlement of the war. The 
reason for this is the ir acute aw’areness of the danger that their  source 
of supplies from China may be cut off. There are a number of reasons 
why this might happen.

In the first place there is the Chinese situation itself, extremely 
disorderly, extremely disturbed, with a possibility at any moment 
tha t it might  flare out into civil war. In  tha t event, they are well 
aware t hat  it would not be likely tha t China would be able to main ­
tain the flow of supplies tha t come south now, and it is also possible 
that the flow of supplies, which has been considerably diminished but 
which is still important , which comes in from the Soviet Union and 
from Eastern  Eu rope via Siberia and the China route, this  also might 
be cut off.

Anothe r possibili ty which is discussed in private conversations by 
the Ea stern  European diplomats, and occasionally even mentioned by 
the Russians themselves, is the possibility th at out of this very serious 
conflict between China and the Soviet Union some actual mili tary  con­
flict mig ht evolve. Russia and China might  actually come to blows 
and in this event also the possibility of the  cutoff of supplies th roug h 
China would be very real.

There is a thi rd  possibility, and this is one which I  think bothers 
them almost as much as the other two. This is that  the Chinese, 
acting on the ir own, because of a feeling that  Hanoi either was pre ­
parin g to negotia te with us or was beginning to follow a more pro- 
Russian line than a pro-Chinese line, would arb itra rily  close the 
supply route across the f rontier, and in tha t event the North Vietnam­
ese would be in a very serious situat ion indeed, because the mate ­
rials which they get from China, they would no longer receive, and 
the Russians would be compelled then to do all of t hei r ship ping by 
sea, and I simply do not believe the por t of Haiphong would accom­
modate these supplies. I do not th ink the Russians have the shipp ing 
available and it would be quite a critical situation.
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PROPITIOUS TIME  FOR NEGOTIATIONS

Now, I  think it is apparent, if you consider these factors, tha t any 
reasonable or prudent government, regardless of its nature , com­
munist or non-communist, must,  looking at the future, see tha t the 
chances are tha t they are stronger today than  they may be a few 
months from now or a year from now. They are stronger today while 
the supplies are coming in from China than they would be if they 
were cut off, and I think  th at  this  factor, if none other existed, would 
compel them to  take a  good close look to see whether or not it might 
be possible to find some honorable and decent terms on which they 
might bring  the war to an end.

Whether they would feel at the present time sufficient urgency 
to be willing to agree to the kind of terms t ha t we m ight seek to im­
pose is another matter. This I do not know. I t is because of the 
existence of this situat ion which is perfectly apparen t in Hanoi, and 
I  think  is becoming more and  more evident here and elsewhere in the 
world, that I have made the public suggestion and which seems to 
me to be one of some virtue,  both from thei r standpoint  and ours, 
tha t some kind of p rivate exploration be undertaken by both sides to 
see whether or not there m ight  be a foundation for a settlement which 
could be arrived at. I say “priva te” because it seems to me tha t if we 
go the public route, it is much more likely to wind up in a prop a­
ganda contest in which the ir delegate makes a statement designed 
to please the communist world, and our delegate makes a statement 
designed to please ourselves, and we do not produce anything very 
effective in the way of negotiation or settlement, and things go on, 
the casualties mount up, the  war goes on in the same grim way tha t 
it did in Korea during the protracted negotiations there.

I have always tho ught  that the best kind of settlement th at you can 
get, and this is true  in a war or any other kind of circumstance, is 
the one where a couple of men meet private ly and see whether they 
can agree before they come out in public and go through the pro­
cedure of ratif ying that  agreement.

I have no notion of whether my suggestion has fallen on fruitfu l 
ground or fruitfu l soil over in Hanoi or here in Washington, but I 
still think  that it is the sensible way to try  to approach this very diffi­
cult situation. I do not think it would be easy; I  am certain tha t their 
positions are dug in, I know ours are, and there is every reason for  each 
side to be highly suspicious of the other, and yet  i f some end is going 
to be made to this very difficult and very—this war which is costing 
us so much in men and materiel and blood and treasure, that  I think 
it at least is worthy of exploration.

Tha t is what I thought would be useful to tell you gentlemen. I 
would be delighted to try  to answer any questions if you have any.

The Chairman. Thank you very much, Mr. Salisbury. I have a 
few questions.

NON -COMMUNIST REPORTERS IN  HAN OI

You went there, of course, as a representa tive of the New York 
Times simply to repo rt conditions as you saw them. Is tha t correct ?

Mr. Salisbury. Tha t is absolutely correct.
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The Chairman. H ow many non-communist reporte res were in 
Hanoi th at you know of ? Were you the only one ?

Mr. Salisbury. At  the time I  arrived  there was one non-communist 
repor ter there.

The Chairman. Where was he from ?
Mr. Salisbury. There was the reporter from Agence France Presse, 

the French news agency. He is stationed there permanently; AFP  
has had a man there perhaps for nearly  a year. But  I am not absolutely 
certain.

Before I  left , two other Americans arr ived on the scene. Mr. Baggs 
of the Miami News, and Ha rry  Ashmore, an ex-newspaperman from 
Litt le Rock.

The Chairman. Were they there as r eporters or private citizens?
Mr. Salisbury. They came there as reporters not basically, al­

though Mr. Baggs operated as a reporter.
The Chairman. Did you see them and talk to them ?
Mr. Salisbury. No. They came the nigh t I was leaving, and I 

must say I was busy writing at my typew riter  and I was leaving at 
4 a.m. that morning,  and I did not get a chance to talk  to them.

reason for no meeting with ho chi minh

The Chairman. Did you talk to Ho Chi Minh ?
Mr. Salisbury. No, I did not have an interview with Ho Chi Minh, 

although I requested one. My only im portant interview with a mem­
ber of the Government was with  tlie P rime  Minister, Mr. Pham Van 
Dong.

The Chairman. Why did you not see Ho Chi Minh ? I understand 
Baggs and Ashmore did.

Mr. Salisbury. Tha t is quite correct. I requested, when I  arrived, 
interviews with three individuals. Ho was No. 1. General Giap 
was No. 2, and Pham Van Dong was No. 3. These were the three men 
whom I thought were very important and whom I should talk  to. 
It  was indicated to me by the Foreign Office that in all probab ility 
I would be allowed to  see only one of  these individuals. They sug­
gested tha t I  pu t in questions to each one of them with a letter indica t­
ing what I  wanted talk  to them about. I put in the three letters, and 
I must say I put  in about the same questions phrased somewhat dif ­
ferently since I realized I  was only going to get one of the th ree men. 
In  the end they said my interview would be with the Prim e Minister.

Now, I  have a theory as to why I  talked to the Prime Minis ter and 
not Ho Chi Minh. I will elucidate that.  Ho, in the week or the 
two weeks th at I was there, and the week following, gave four inter ­
views or received four  groups of foreign  visitors. He received Mr. 
Baggs and Air. Ashmore. He received a German group who were in 
there—excuse me, I forgo t to mention there  was a German newspaper­
man there too, a non-communist, and  they were received. He received 
these four American women who went over there on a peace mission, 
and he received someone else whom I forget, and on each occasion 
it was a rather ceremonial meeting.

These people came in and they had tea, and Ho spoke with them 
rather  briefly and informally, and in a rather  flowery manner,  and 
you may have read in the papers  some of the statements that  he made
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such  as if  we s top  bomb ing,  t hen we can  have a cup of tea  toge ther  o r 
som eth ing  of th at  kind.

I would  not say th at  these wer e reall y wo rking  meetings. They 
were more ce remonia l meetings.

I  th in k th at  they  rea lize d th at  I  ha d a more serious  p urp ose , th at  I 
rea lly  wante d to find out more abou t th ei r pos ition, at  leas t I hoped 
th at  th at  was thei r beli ef, because th at was tru e, and so Ph am  Van  
Dong received me and we ha d a me eti ng  th at  las ted  four  an d a ha lf  
hou rs in which he exp oun ded  th ei r posit ion  very, very extensively,  
and I  might  say I  took  it  upon myself  to expound some thou gh ts as 
well.

NONSOURCING OF CASUALTY FIGURES

The  Chairm an . Mr. S ali sbury,  would  you c la ri fy  th is qu est ion  about  
why  y ou did no t reve al the sou rce of  y ou r sta tis tic s in ea rly  rep orts?  
Th is has been commented on in  the press  h ere , an d fo r ou r in fo rm a­
tio n I  would  l ike  to hav e y ou r views abou t th at .

Mr. Salisbury . I wou ld be de lig hted  to commen t on th at . The  
question of  nonso urc ing  of th e casualt y figures—t hi s is w ha t it related 
to in, I th in k it  was, my firs t sto ry  fro m Han oi—aro se a coup le of 
day s a ft er  th e sto ry came in. Thi s was  an er ro r on my pa rt , a simple 
journa lis tic  err or . I sho uld  have pu t th e source in there as I  was 
ta ug ht  in my  jou rna lism school to  do.

The sto ry was pu t tog eth er ve ry h as tily on Ch ris tm as  Ev e, and in ­
adve rte nt ly  I  d id  no t sa y th at  th e figures th at I  u sed fo r the casual ties  
in Ha no i or  in the  street s came fro m the  m un icipa l officials of  Hanoi. 
I th in k it  wa s quit e ap pa rent  to  everyo ne who rea d the  s to ry  t hat they 
mu st have come fro m the  officials, th at  I  did  no t inv ent the m myself.

I ha d a fee ling , and maybe I  am unfa ir  in  thi s, th at  the questio n of 
the  sourc ing  of  those figures w’as int roduced rea lly  to so rt of  st ar t a 
fals e ha re  on thi s mat ter because the sta tis tic s them selves w’ere rea lly 
no t very impressive.

I f  you go back  and look at  the m,  I  th in k the re were  five peop le 
kil led  in one stree t and fo ur  in anoth er,  and the  numb er of  liouses 
knocked  down again  were  no t ve ry impressiv e so I do not th in k the re 
can be any  re al questio n o f these figu res be ing  in flat ed fo r prop agan da  
pur poses  or a ny th ing of  the  kin d.

In  fa ct , I  noticed th at  la te r on, M r. Sy lve ste r of  the D efense  Dep ar t­
ment who  raised  the  que stio n in the firs t place, an d it  was  a prop er  
quest ion  t o raise, used  m y figu res , t he  s ame figures th a t I  quoted.  He  
used these  figu res to  show th a t o ur  bom bing h ad  been ext rem ely  precise  
because we had caused on ly a ve ry smal l numb er of  casualt ies,  and 
indeed the  figures could be used th at  way  because the casual ties  were not very gre at.

Tha t. I th ink , rea lly  sum ma rizes the sit ua tio n so fa r as the  ques tion 
of sou rcing  of the  figu res  is concerned.

Someone, again  I  belie ve it  was the Defense De pa rtm en t, made  a 
rem ark able discovery th at  I  used exa ctly  the  same  figu res in connec­
tio n wi th  Xamclinh as the Nor th  Vie tnamese ha d put ou t ea rlier  in 
a pro po gand a pamp hle t abou t the  casual ties  in Xamclinh, and I  th ink 
th at Mr. Cl ifton  Danie l, ou r man ag ing edito r, made a very ap pr op ri ­
ate  com men t on th at . He  said, “O f course the  figu res are  the  same, 
they  come from the same sou rce ,” which is quite rig ht . Had  the re 
been  a diffe rence in these figu res,  I  th in k it  migh t have been qui te



HAR RISO N E. SALISBURY’S TRIP TO NOR TH VIETNAM 15

significant. I t would have been evidence they were attem pting  to 
make some sort of propaganda, using one set of figures fo r me and 
anoth er one in a propaganda  pamphlet . The figures were the same 
in both cases.

STA NDARD OF  LIV IN G  IN  H A N O I

The Chairman. You described to some extent the life in North 
Vietnam as relatively simple. Is it very, very difficult for the ordi­
nary  people in Hanoi ?

Mr. Salisbury. I do not think it is very, very difficult for them. 
I t would be very difficult for Americans in Hanoi because we are 
accustomed to a different s tandard of living. These people are people 
who have lived at a very miserable level really for years and years. It  
is a litt le poorer now than  it was a year ago. They made apologies. 
They said, “Our girls do not look so p retty this year because their  
clothes are getting shabby and they are not eating as much as they 
should.” They do not look as though they were too well off.

Hav ing traveled as I have for  many, many years in some of the 
poorest communist countries of the w’orld, Mongolia and Albania 
and places like that,  eastern Siberia, I would say tha t the people are 
certainly still living on a st andard  which is perhaps above the stand­
ard of the poor communist countries, but it is a low standard  of 
living, no doubt about that.

SER VIC E AS RE PO RT ER  IN  CO M M U N IS T  CO UNTR IE S

The Chairman. In tha t connection, how long have you served in 
the communist countries as a  reporter.

Mr. Salisbury. I first went to the Soviet Union in 1944 during 
World  W ar I I.  I was there for about eight months. I went back for  
the Times in 1949, and I was there for five years. I have been back to 
the Soviet Union three or four  times on trips. I made trips on repor t­
ing expeditions throu gh all of the communist countries of Eastern 
Europe , and all of them now of the F ar  East, with the  great  big excep­
tion of China, and the  smaller exception of North Korea.

CO N DIT IO NS IN  H A N O I

The Chairman. Do they have a curfew in Hanoi ?
Mr. Salisbury. No, they do not have a curfew, but they are on one 

of the most difficult schedules of living hours t hat  I have had to con­
front in a long time. They get up at 5 a.m., and the stores open at 
5 a.m. Many of my appointments were at 6 a.m. They go to bed 
about  9 in the evening.

Now, I guess they always have been an early-ris ing town, but these 
are specially early hours because they want to have the shopping and 
the various activities which involve a congregation of people in 
numbers over before daylight, the reason being tha t our bombing 
operations do not begin u ntil  a fter daylight in most cases, and so that  
the risks of having concentrations of people are lower at  those hours.

A great deal of their activity now goes on at night , tha t is so far  
as movement of supplies and gathering of supplies and things of that 
kind.

The Chairman. Yes.
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How a re the conditions in Hanoi, is it safe to walk about the streets 
at night ?

Mr. Salisbury. Well, I  walked about the streets at nigh t without 
any problem. It  is dark  and you are apt to fa ll into one of these a ir 
raid  shelters they have along the side.

The Chairman. Are you likely to be held up and mugged and 
murdered? I just wondered how the ir conditions are compared to 
ours. [Laughter.]

Mr. Salisbury. I think th ere are dangers there, b ut I did not hear 
of any muggings.

The Chairman. You heard of no muggings ?
Mr. Salisbury. Not a single one.
The Chairman. Is there any riot ing in the shops ?
Mr. Salisbury. No, in fact  I  don’t think there is much there to 

loot.
The Chairman. Nothing in the shops. Is there relative discipline?
Mr. Salisbury. Yes, it seems to be quiet and orderly. The only 

activity  you know is normal street activity  such as you would find 
in an Asian city but not as much of that a t night.

I  saw some interesting things that happened at night.  I  saw one 
evening a large  th rong of people, there must have been 200 of them, 
with the ir bicycles and they were congregated in a street and I  d idn’t 
know what they were doing there until I came up and I saw there 
were two great  trucks loaded with new bicycles there  in the street and 
these people were turn ing in thei r old ones for new ones.

I think the bicycles are issued on a kind of a ration, you have to 
pay for them but you also have to get the authority  to see to it tha t 
the people working in a par ticu lar shop or living in a parti cular 
apar tmen t get  them.

Tha t was an interest ing thing  to see.
They a re great moviegoers.
The Chairman. Are they Chinese bicycles or their own ?
Mr. S alisbury. Chinese bikes.

IMPORTANCE OF BICYCLES

The Chairman. You mentioned the  importance of bicycles. Why 
don't  we concentrate on bicycles instead of other items, bridges, and 
so on? You said they couldn’t possibly survive w ithout bicycles. If  
they only have one or two plants, tha t m ight  be a major  objective.

Mr. S alisbury. Well, it  sounds very sensible, Senator, and I  real ly 
don’t know the answer to it.

The Chairman. Does the Pentagon know about this  ?
[Laughter.]
The Chairman. Why don’t you tell them about the bicycles ?
Mr. Salisbury. Well, I wrote a story in which I pointed this out 

very sharply. I said what I had heard was that the best present you 
can give your girl in Hanoi is a new bicycle gear because they are 
in very short supply, and indeed tha t is wh at you—a fellow does give 
his girl if he can get ahold of one.

I also said i f they could figure out some way to disable the bikes in 
North  Vietnam the war would be over tomorrow.
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The Chairman. Bicycles play the same role as hairspray does in 
Saigon.

Mr. Salisbury. I wouldn't  be surprised.

north Vietnam’s determination to continue fighting

The Chairman. Would you say in North  Vietnam there is any 
appearance of discouragement? You describe thei r being in bad 
shape and so on, but do you feel a sense of discouragement and readi­
ness to give up  ?

Mr. Salisbury. No, I did not feel that they were ready to give  up. 
On the contra ry, they act and talk  very tough. They constantly are 
talking about fighting on ten, twenty  years, something of th at kind .

The Chairman. Can you explain  to me why they are so stubborn in 
their  refusal to give up  ? Why don’t they give up and accept our a id ? 
We have offered them aid. What makes them so stubborn ?

Mr. Salisbury. They don’t trus t us.
The Chairman. Why not? You know we are trustworthy  people.
Mr. Salisbury. I  certainly do.
The Chairman. Why don’t they trust us ?
Mr. Salisbury. They say that we haven’t given them any reason to 

cause them to tr us t us thus far,  and tha t so f ar  as they can see we are 
trying to knock them out, we want to exterminate them and if tha t is 
what our intention is they judge us by our acts rather  than—our deeds 
rath er than our words—and they say, “You keep on fighting us harder, 
dropping more bombs. We just don' t think you are as peaceful as you 
say you are.”

The Chairman. This  bothers me. I don’t quite see why they are so 
misguided, why they don’t accept the fact we are good people.

Mr. Salisbury. Well, all I can say, Mr. Senator, is th at they don’t 
know many Americans. They don’t see them, except they see these 
airplanes coming over and dropping bombs on them, and they have a 
feeling tha t we have evil intentions toward them as a result of that.

The Chairman. I t is very unreasonable of them, isn’t it ?
Mr. Salisbury. Well, I  think so.

bombing causes national unity

The Chairman. I don’t understand why the bombing over there 
creates such unanimity. You stated that  in your written  statement 
as well as la ter. It  seems to me i t wyould discourage them. When we 
have riots in Wat ts, riots in Chicago, and so on, tha t doesn’t unite us. 
Why should it unite the Vietnamese ?

Mr. Salisbury. Well, to take that question very seriously-----
The Chairman. Well, it is a serious question.
Mr. S alisbury. I think it is a very serious question.
I am absolutely certain  that  if the bombs were coming down from 

the air  and they were being  dropped on us, let’s say, by the Chinese 
and the Russians, tha t this  Nation would be unified as it has never been 
before. I just  don’t have any doubt about it. I saw this happening 
in Englan d when the Germans dropped bombs on them, and, as I say, 
I was not in Germany when we and the RA F were bombing in Ger-
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many, but I heard the very same sort of reaction occurred. This is 
human nature .

The Chairman. If  you are so convinced of th at as others have been, 
explain to me again why we are doing it. It  apparently  is to our dis­
advantage to do it.

Mr. Salisbury. You know, I can’t really explain that  because I 
didn ’t—I am not the author of t ha t policy and I just don’t think it is 
a very sound one to begin with. I think  it is one in which there are 
diminishing returns.  On balance, I think  tha t it probably works 
agains t us. So it is difficult to say why we do it, unless one adopts 
the explanation tha t we started doing it, and we don’t like to admit 
tha t perhaps it was a wrong idea.

The Chairman. The administration is unwil ling to admit it was a 
mistake, is tha t your view ?

Mr. Salisbury. Well, it could be.

DISADVANTAGE TO UN ITED  STATES IF  CH IN A ENTER S THE WAR

The Chairman. You seemed to feel it would be a great disadvantage 
to us if China entered this war. In  view of her present difficulties, 
why do you think  it would be a disadvantage to us when obviously 
we have the power to destroy China ?

Mr. Salisbury. We do have the power to destroy China.
The Chairman. Why is it to our disadvantage for them to enter 

the war ?
Mr. Salisbury. I think that  is a very complicated question.
We have the power to destroy China, but we have the power only 

if we utilize nuclear weapons to do this. It  seems to me tha t there 
is no more grave question tha t could be put before th is Nation than the 
decision to use nuclear weapons; to use them in a great power conflict. 
Regardless of the fact tha t Russian and China are completely at 
sword’s points and almost on the verge possibly of war, if we were 
to embark on a war with China or China were to enter this war and 
we would then begin to fight back, as I say, with nuclear weapons, 
I am not at all convinced tha t the Soviet Union would not come to 
China’s aid. The Soviet Union unfortuna tely does possess nuclear 
weapons, and the prospect of a nuclear war  between the Soviet Union 
and this country is one which appalls me.

The Chairman. It  seems to me this is what is involved in this whole 
matter and is a question tha t everyone wishes to avoid discussing. 
You did discuss it in your written  statement, but I think  it ought 
to be brought out into the open and discussed. You have seen state­
ments in our press advocating our bombing them back into the stone 
age. IIa  ven’t you seen that  ?

Mr. Salisbury. I certainly have seen that , and I would say that  
if it were a matter of—if you are talk ing about st raight bombing such 
as we are doing in North Vietnam, it certainly  is possible to bomb 
North Vietnam back to the stone age. It  isn’t a very great distance 
there, you know.

The Chairman. I t is possible ?
Mr. Salisbury. It  is possible.
The Chairman. It  doesn’t serve anybody’s advantage.
Mr. S alisbury. I don’t think it serves anybody’s advantage. No. I 

do not.
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CHIN ES E PH ILOS OP HY  TOWARD T HE U.S.  FORCES I N  ASIA

The Chairman. Are you familiar with the statement which ap­
peared in the Peking  Peoples Daily? I think it is a rather ominous 
statement. I t  is taken from the  August 30 issue and I quote:

“. . . To be quite frank, if the United States imperialism kept its forces in 
Europe and America, the Asian people would have no way of wiping them out. 
Now, that  it is so obliging as to deliver its goods to the customers’ door, the 
Asian people cannot but express welcome. The more forces United States im­
perialism throws into Asia, the more will it  be bogged down there and  the deeper 
will be the grave it digs for  itself.

. . The tying down of large numbers of United States troops by the Asian 
people creates  a favorable condition for the fur the r growth of the anti-United 
States struggle of the people in o ther par ts of the world. With the people rising 
to atta ck it, one hi tting it at  its head and the other at  its feet, United States 
imperialism can be nibbled up bi t by bit.”

In  view of your experience there,  I  will ask you to comment on this. 
Mr. Salisbury. Tha t is a very effective description of the basic 

Chinese philosophy regarding the United States, the basic Chinese idea 
for the ultimate conquest of the world by the Chinese kind of com­
munism.

The Chinese have stated this  many times. Tha t is one quotation. 
You could easily cite a dozen or twenty more in which they expound 
this often to the extent of thousands of words.

The ir idea is th at the more they can engage the United States and 
its forces in the more different places, particular ly in backward and 
remote par ts of the world, the more they tie us down, the more they 
wear us down, the more they weaken our system the more they pre­
pare  us for the ultimate slaughter which they think  is going to happen.

They l iteral ly believe their k ind of communism is going to someday 
dominate the world, not only our world but Russia’s world and the 
European  world as well and they think this is the way to sta rt out on 
that  road.

This  is the reason why, were Hanoi to sta rt tomorrow publicly to 
negotiate with the Un ited States, you would find the Chinese moving 
to intervene  in tha t s ituation radically . They not only would cut off 
the supply route to Hanoi, cut off thei r own supplies, cut off Russian 
supplies, I am convinced that they would attempt to move through 
the ir suppo rters  within the Hanoi Government to try  to subvert the 
Hanoi Government and b ring them over to the Chinese line.

U N IT E D  ST AT ES  IN T E N T IO N S  IN  AS IA

The Chairman. Pursue t ha t a lit tle fur the r: Is there any validity 
in the ir idea that  this is the only way to destroy the United States? 
In other  words, in doing this, in submit ting our men and materials 
into a figh t in Asia, is it playing their  game or is it  our interests ? In 
other words, take the other side of tha t argument, if we did not do 
it, then there  would be no way for them to accomplish their  purpose ?

Mr. Salisbury. They have made that  quite clear.
The Chairman. What is your view about it ? Is this a feasible 

undertaking  for us to conquer Asia ?
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Mr. Salisbury. I doubt that  very much, Mr. Fulb righ t. I think 
this is a grandiose idea. I don’t th ink tha t we really intend to con­
quer Asia. I hope tha t isn’t our intention.

The Chairman. I don’t thin k we do, either. We didn 't intend to 
get as fa r as we are now. Nearly everyone agrees tha t our involve­
ment came without anyone intending it to become what it is, isn’t 
that correct?

Mr. Salisbury. I am sure that is correct.
The Chairman. I have heard most of the commentators and even 

those who are most anxious to escalate the war say, well, we didn’t 
intend to do it but here we are.

Mr. Salisbury. That is right.
The Chairman. So the intention is not very relevant, is it ?
Wh at’s relevant is what actually  evolved.
Mr. Salisbury. Tha t is quite true.
The Chairman. If  the statement of the Chinese is correct, and I 

accept what you say about i t, i t seems to me we ought to consider very 
seriously whether or not to pursue our present policy.

Mr. S \lisbury. I hope tha t we are considering that.
The Chairman. I hope so, too.
Senator Lausche. Mr. Chairman, will you yield for a moment?
The Chairman. I yield  to Senator  Sparkman.
Senator Sparkman. I yield  to Senator Lausche.

TH E TE N-MINUT E RULE

Senator  Lausche. In  our executive meeting the other day it was 
said by the chairman tha t the  ten-minute ru le would be abandoned but 
each Senator would, on his own, comply with it.

Now. T submit-----
The Chairman. I submit nothing of that sort was said.
Senator L ausche. That is exac tly what was said and T submit to 

the chairman tha t i t is not fai r to the junio r members of this  commit­
tee nor to the people o f the country to have a one-slanted, one-sided 
view developed as i t is beinc  done in the  manner in Avhich we are pro­
ceeding. I resent i t and I  resent the implication tha t bv my presence 
T am confirminc the effort, of the chairman to create a port rait  tha t 
doesn’t quite accurately reflect the position of our country.

Senator Sparkman. May I say to the Senator from Ohio I shall 
not use more than  ten minutes.

U. S.  BOMBING OF NORTH  VIETNAM IS UNPRODUCTIVE

Mr. Salisbury,  you say tha t you feel th at our bombing North  V iet­
nam is unsound policy.

Mr. Salisbury. Yes, in general I-----
Senator Sparkman. I  want to be sure.
Mr. Salisbury. I  don’t know whether I  would use the word un­

sound. T think it  is unproductive .
Senator  Sparkman. Well, I  think Senator Fulbright  used the 

wovd “unsound” and von a greed with it.
Mr. Salisbury. I would use the word “unproductive.” counter-pro­

ductive.
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Senator Sparkman. Tha t is what I want to follow up. I und er­
stand from w hat you said tha t it was having considerable effect.

Mr. Salisbury. Tha t is quite true.
Senator  Sparkman. What do you mean by being unproductive ?
Mr. S alisbury. Well, Senator, I put  my valuation of the bombing 

policy in two categories. I described as best I could the physical re­
sults of that bombing, the damage to the roads and th e highways and 
tha t sort of thing . And I pointed out tha t in my opinion, a t least as 
far  as I could figure out in spi te of tha t damage they are gett ing the 
stuff through, the stuff they  want to get through, but it  is costing them  
manpower and i t is costing mater ial, it is tak ing labor away from the 
rice paddies.

This is a m ilita ry p lus and I emphasize tha t, because it is a mi litary 
phis.

The m ilitary minus which we pay  for tha t is produced in this will 
to resist, this sp irit  of nationa l patriot ism which is stimula ted by 
the bombing.

To my way of thinking, the one cancels out the other or there may 
be a slight negative there. Tha t is the reason I  make tha t statement.

Senator Sparkman. I thought perhaps you misunderstood. I 
thought  you said it had slowed up  the flow of men and materia ls into 
the south.

Mr. Salisbury. I t may have been in some small decree, but tha t 
would be very difficult to measure. I th ink they are sending out about 
as much as they are prepared to absorb down there.

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES AN INEVITABLE RESULT OF BOMBING

Senator Sparkman. You say in your written s tatemen t:
While the re has been much reac tion  in thi s country  over my reports of the  

damage to civ ilians and  the  casual ties  among civil ians,  I myself  was  not  su r­
prised at  the  resu lts  from our  bombings, since pa st exper ience has shown that  
it is impossible to bomb milita ry target s, particu lar ly in a heav ily popu lated 
country, w ithout  causing civilian casualties .

As I  recall, about the time your articles came out most of the cri ti­
cism that  developed was over the fact that you had apparent ly criticized 
the civilian losses and part icularly  the c ivilian casualties without go­
ing as f ar as you go in  this statement to the effect th at it was an al­
most inevitable result.

In  fact, I go a little furth er. I  recall there was one city, I don’t 
remember which one it was, in which you detailed the losses and you 
said either outr ight or by implication th at it was not a m ilitary area. 
Yet I  noticed ri ght a fter that an officer who had served there, I  believe 
he was a flier, said this par ticu lar place was filled with  military.

Mr. Salisbury. He said it  was heavily defended by anti airc raft . 
I  would say, in the first place, my reports were not designed as cri ti­
cisms and I  don’t think it is the role of the reporter in his reporting  of 
what he sees to  include criticism and I don’t believe I included any 
criticism in the reports -----

Senator Sparkman. I probably used the wrong word there, but at 
least von put forth those statements-----

Mr. Salisbury. I  sent back-----
Senator Sparkman. From which inferences were drawn.
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Mr. S alisbury. Inferences were drawn from them. I described the 
actual  physical results of the bombing and I described the results to 
this par ticu lar city which is Nam Dinh, a large textile manufactur­
ing city. They call it lar ge ; it is small by our standards, about 90,000 
popula tion, and I  described in tha t dispatch a considerable area of the  
residential par t of tha t city which had been destroyed as a result of 
bombing. This was la rgely around this textile plant.

This is true. It  was destroyed all righ t, and this did not really sur­
prise me very much, frankly,  since I  have seen a grea t deal of bomb­
ing in my life. I saw a great  deal of it  in England, I saw the results 
of it in Germany afte r the war, and I saw it in the Soviet Union, 
and I  know perfectly well it is very hard  to hit a mili tary targe t in any 
kind of a built-up area without hitt ing  other things  as well. As I 
make this statement here tha t I was not surprised at the results of 
the bombing because I wasn’t.

I was surprised at the reaction in this country when I reported 
what seemed to me to be a perfectly o rdinary result. I frank ly agreed 
entirely with President Eisenhower when he said, “Well, of course, you 
can’t hit military objectives without some civilians being killed.” This 
is true. This is commonsense.

The only reason I  can suppose that there was a big reaction to  this  
thing was because, I believe it may be true tha t the Pentagon had 
sort of encouraged the feeling  tha t we were able to drop our bombs 
without hitt ing any civilians. I just don’t know whether tha t was 
true or not, but I suspect it may be.

M E N T IO N  OF  N A M  D IN H  IN  U .S . CO M M U N IQ U ES

Senator Sparkman. In  the USIA reaction analysis dated for 
the week ending December 30, 1966, there seems to be something to be 
pleased with, anyhow. I t quotes the Pa ris paper, France Soir, th at—
* * * must be stressed that “the Americans are playing fa ir.” The paper spelled 
out this assertion in these wo rds : “Washington has validated  a passport for a 
country with which the  United States  is in a de fac to conflict. The U.S. press 
has not hesitated to publish reports  contradict ing those of the Government, and 
the lat ter  has done nothing to prevent it. So many facts  prove tha t American 
democracy is not a mere word.” Still, the paper said, “the American people had 
had to learn from Salisbury that ‘the third larges t city in North Vietnam. Nam 
Dinh, had been systematically  attacked since June 28 * * * yet American com­
muniques had never mentioned those bombings,”
and so forth.

Do you have any comment on tha t ?
Mr. Salisbury. Yes. I think that is probably a pret ty fair  com­

ment about the Europ ean reaction to the reports. I think  there was 
very favorable reaction so fa r as thei r image of this country was con­
cerned, because it demonstrated tha t we are a democracy and we don’t 
try  to stifle conflicting views.

With respect to the report about Nam Dinh and it not having been 
mentioned in communiques, this became a matter of some contro­
versy with the Pentagon as well but,  again, I think  slightly off the 
point. I didn’t say it had n’t been mentioned by the Pentagon, I said 
the people in Nam Dinh were not aware of it ever having been men­
tioned in the communique. Tha t was the specific language I used.
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Well, afte r several days the Pentagon did discover tha t they had 
mentioned it, I think three times, twice about a year ago last spring 
and one other date which I never did get from them. So I rea lly don’t 
know what that proves one way or the other.

Senator Sparkman. I remind you again tha t this is put out by our 
own Government.

Mr. Salisbury. Th at is right.
Senator Sparkman. It  seems tha t the statements made tha t we were 

fai r indicated it.
Mr. Salisbury. I  think  so.
Senator  Sparkman. That is all, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Mr. Hickenlooper ?

AREA COVERED BY MR. SAL ISBURY

Senator H ickenlooper. Mr. Salisbury, how long were you in the 
Hanoi area ?

Mr. Salisbury. Two weeks.
Senator H ickenlooper. And I believe your sta tement says th at you 

got as fa r as 80 to 90 miles below Hanoi south and north to a distance 
of 15 or 20 miles.

Mr. Salisbury. Th at is right.
Senator H ickenlooper. In area.
Did you confine your  on-the-ground inspection to a part icular hig h­

way or a partic ular  route of travel ?
Mr. Salisbury. Not any par ticu lar one, but the principal observa­

tions were made in the course of two trip s along the road, although 
we didn’t follow the same highway in both cases, one was a tri p to this  
town of Nam Dinh we are jus t ta lking about and the  other was a tri p 
to an area which is generally called Phat Diem, which is somewhat 
south of Nam Dinh, and to the west of it.

And these were—in both cases these were trip s tha t—one was a 
weekend trip and one was a long day trip.

Senator Hickenlooper. Did you get north  of Hanoi and west to 
the railroad junctions tha t come in from China?

Mr. Salisbury. No, unfortunately I didn’t. I was going to make 
a trip up there one day and instead of that we went off to the Ph at  
Diem tri p so I  didn’t see tha t junction  which has been quite heavily 
bombed, of course, by ourselves.

MIL IT AR Y SIGN IFICAN CE  OF AREAS BOMBED

Senator H ickenlooper. I th ink the connotation which resulted from 
at least your earl ier stories about Hanoi and the surrounding area, 
whether it is a correct unders tanding or not, is th at you thoug ht we 
were bombing nothing but metropolitan areas with no mili tary  signifi­
cance of any kind and were killing civilians.

I think  the genera l impression came about tha t there  was no real 
military significance of these areas bombed.

Mr. Salisbury. I would say. Senator, that, such an impression would 
only occur from a very superficial or hasty looking at the stories, be­
cause this is not the correct impression nor is it—I thin k if  you examine 
the stories again you will see, tha t is not correct.
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Senator Hickenlooper. Did you find installations of significant 
mili tary  importance in the bombed areas you visited ?

Mr. Salisbury. In  some areas they exist. In  others, they don’t, 
and this  is hard to generalize about.

The pr incipal  mi litary objectives which have been bombed in North 
Vietnam, and the ones which I described and I described in great 
detail in one of  my very earliest dispatches, are the highways and 
the railroads and the bridges. These are, fo r the  most p art,  the basic 
mili tary  objectives t ha t we go after.  In  addition to this, we attack 
oil storage capacity, where it exists, and as I described earlier we 
knocked that out. There is practically none left.

We attacked certain areas which are transsh ipment areas where 
stuff may be moved, let’s say, from Haiphong by barge and then 
transshipped by truck or  vice versa. We attack such things as motor 
depots if they exist, although they are mostly fairly small scale, and 
then the only other things of any grea t consequence tha t I know’ of 
at any rate tha t we a ttacked are ant iaircraf t installations.

ATTACK ON MIG AIRFIELDS

Senator H ickenlooper. Did you find tha t we at tacked any major 
airfields where the Migs are  on the ground, or d id we let them alone ?

Mr. Salisbury. I  didn’t see—there is one field as you perhaps know, 
where the MIG-21s are based which is outside of Hanoi. I didn’t see 
tha t but I think you know it has not been attacked.

Senator H ickenlooper. Did you find out in your investigation 
why our pilots a re not allowed to attack that airfield, leaving the Migs 
sitting there on the ground to  come out and attack us?

Mr. S alisbury. I have read in the Times a good deal about that. I 
believe there are specific orders  against that .

Senator Hickenlooper. I unders tand there are specific orders 
agains t that. My question was, did you find out why ?

Mr. Salisbury. No. Nobody over there knew why. [Laughter.]
Senator H ickenlooper. I think they share our wonder here, also. 

[Laughter .]
Mr. Salisbury. It  could be.

PAYM ENT OF GOODS FROM RUSSIA AND C HINA

Senator H ickenlooper. Are the goods tha t come in to North Viet­
nam from China and from Russia donations? Are they sold on 
credit  ? How do the North  Vietnamese pay for  these ?

Mr. Salisbury. Tha t is a p retty good question, and I  don’t know the 
answer to it. I am pre tty  sure tha t they are given to them.

If  they are given on loan or if  they expect to get paid, they are going 
to be waiting  a long time because North  Vietnam doesn’t have any­
thin g to pay with.

Knowing the Russians as I  do I  wouldn’t be surprised  if  technically 
this  staff is all being provided on credit, but again, I would hate 
to have to wait for any pay.
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VIETCONG IS SUPPORTING FORCE BEHIND VIETNAM CONFLICT

Senator Hickenlooper. In connection w ith your entire  statement 
here about the activity of the North Vietnamese, the flow of goods and 
the supplies which come in, is there any question in your mind but t ha t 
North  Vietnam, tha t is the Vietcong, is the sustaining force behind 
the conflict in South Vietnam ?

Mr. Salisbury. There  is absolutely no question in my mind, and 
indeed they make no bones about this over there.

Senator H ickenlooper. So that it is not simply a revolution within  
South Vietnam; it is a movement of the North Vietnamese against the 
existing regime in South Vietnam ?

Mr. Salisbury. I think I would describe tha t in a little  bit more 
complicated way. I  would say th at perhaps, and I  am not so sure of 
these fact, and I don’t want  to be—I wouldn’t want to be pinned 
down on them, perhaps the movement began in the south without the 
north  being involved in it, but tha t the north  became more and more 
involved and now is, as you say, involved in it to the point of 
being the principal suppl ier o f materie l, munitions and things of that 
kind, food, but not the princ ipal supplier, of course, of  manpow’er. 
That  mostly is indigenous.

EVIDENCE OF CHINE SE IN  NORTH VIETNAM

Senator  H ickenlooper. Did you find any evidence there, Mr. Salis­
bury, tha t the Chinese are in North  Vietnam with troops or cadres 
or labor battalions or any units of that kind ?

Mr. Salisbury. I didn ’t see any such units myself, and I asked about 
them, of course. I couldn’t get firm evidence on that  except that  there 
is a general impression among the foreigners—and this goes for both 
the westerners and the  easterners in Hanoi—that there are no Chinese 
military units there.

There is, however, a general impression—and again, as I  say, this is 
hearsay—that  there  is probably—there are probably Chinese railroad 
labor battal ions or units stationed along the railroad in the north  to 
keep that  railroad runn ing tha t comes down from China.

Senator  H ickenlooper. Are there any service battalions there of 
any kind to maintain equipment and service military equipment or 
electrical equipment, let’s say ?

Mr. Salisbury. I would thin k not, because I don’t know of any 
major milita ry equipment or electrical equipment tha t comes in f rom 
the Chinese. I didn’t see any, and I didn’t hear of any.

DURATION OF VIETNAM STRUGGLE

Senator  H ickenlooper. If  the North Vietnamese withdrew their  
support for this activity  in Vietnam generally, how long would the 
struggle in South  Vietnam last, in your judgment ?

Mr. Salisbury. I would hate to predict how long it would last. I 
think it would continue on a reduced scale probably much as the 
struggle  -would go on in the north if they had to go on without aid. 
I doubt very much if these people would give up in our generation.

Senator H ickenlooper. I see.
Tha t is all, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Senator Mansfield?
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REBUTTAL TO ALLEGATIONS

Senator Mansfield. Mr. Chairman , I am just listening and learning. 
I  want to make one comment.

I am delighted, Mr. Salisbury, tha t you have had this chance to re­
fute some of these allegations which were raised against you, not only 
on the basis of your first dispatches from North Vietnam, bu t on the 
series as a whole. It  appeared to me tha t, in effect, there was a ven­
detta  being waged against your stories, and I am delighted tha t you 
have had a chance in an open forum to rebu t some of those statements.

SOURCE OF INFORMATION ON CASUALTY FIGURES

I have one question to ask: In sofar as American correspondents in 
South Vietnam are concerned, to whom do they go to get the lists of 
casualties and the type of casualties which are inflicted ?

Mr. Salisbury. Well, Senator, I thin k this is rather difficult. So 
far  as American milita ry casualties are concerned, they receive those 
from our own military authorities, and there are regula r lists, as you 
know, published every week.

Now, when you come to the question of casualty figures from the 
South Vietnamese forces themselves and then from the rather  cloudy 
area of South Vietnamese civilians, the. best evidence on tha t that I 
have seen was a story which appeared in the New York Times, I  be­
lieve yesterday, by Neil Sheehan in which for the first time I  saw some 
rather detailed figures on the civilian casualties, and I believe th at 
this was the product of a number of inquiries that  had been made over 
a period of about a year before these s tatistics had finally been pro­
duced.

Apparently  there is no common source for figures of this kind.
Senator  Mansfield. To c arry tha t one question a step furth er, the 

correspondents themselves do not go out and count the dead and the 
wounded to check whether they are civilian or military.

ATr. Salisbury. No, they do not.
Senator  Mansfield. They are given them from sources in South 

Vietnam just as you were given them from sources in North Vietnam.
Air. Salisbury. Yes, si r; tha t is correct.
Senator  Mansfield. Tha t is all.
The Chairman. Senator Aiken ?

ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRIP  TO VIETNAM

Senator Aiken. Mr. Salisbury , who made the arrangements for 
your tr ip  to North Vietnam ?

Mr. Salisbury. The t rip  to North Vietnam? I made the arrange­
ments myself, I conducted the negotiations myself, with the North 
Vietnamese authorities, I made my own appl ication for the visa last 
June,  and conducted a correspondence over the period of time that  
ultimately resulted in it.

Senator Aiken. Where did you find North Vietnamese authorities 
to make arrangements  with ?

Air. Salisbury. The first ones that  I  was personally in contact with 
outside of cables and letters  was the consulate in Pnom Penh, in 
Cambodia.
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Senator  Aiken. Pno mPenh?
Mr. Salisbury. That is right.
Senator  Aiken . And when you got to Hanoi, where did you stay ?
Mr. Salisbury. I stayed in a hotel which used to be called the 

Metropole and is now called the Reunification Hotel.
Senator Aike n. How did you pay the bills ?
Mr. Salisbury. I paid  my bill in dongs, which are the currency 

there, which I  obtained by exchanging dollars in the state bank for 
dongs.

Senator  Aiken. Tha t is in Hanoi ?
Mr. Salisbury. In  Hanoi.
Senator  Aiken. And who decided where you should go to observe 

what was going on in North  Vietnam ?
Mr. Salisbury. I put in requests to the Foreign Office for per­

mission to visit certain types of facilities, certain  types of areas 
without, in most cases, specifying an individual one or a part icul ar 
facility since I wanted to avoid the  suspicion in their minds tha t I  was 
acting as an intelligence officer. I wanted the categories but not the 
specified point.

Senator Aiken. I read somewhere tha t you only saw the spots 
where damage from bombing had been greatest and where there had 
been civilian damage. Is th at correct ?

Mr. Salisbury. No, Senator,  tha t is not correct. I saw a grea t 
many places where there was hardly  any damage, some places where 
there wasn’t any, and there  were many places where there was much 
more damage which I did not  go to see at all.

Senator Aiken. Do you suppose the North  Vietnamese Govern­
ment would have been interested in showing you the rest of the 
country if  it hadn’t been damaged ?

Mr. Salisbury. I thin k they might very well have. To be quite 
honest there were very few places in the country tha t haven’t been 
damaged in one way or another.

U L T IM A T E  A IM  O F NORTH  V IE TNAM ESE

Senator Aiken. When you were there, did you get any under­
standing us to whether the ultimate aim of the North Vietnamese was 
the uniting of the two Vietnams ?

Mr. Salisbury. They certain ly have tha t as their ultimate aim. 
I think their  primary aim is survival. They would like to unite the 
two.

I did  detect some very definite indications th at they are  not sanguine 
about reuniting them even if there should be a favorable  settlement 
of the war, for  a long period of time, maybe fifteen, twenty years.

Senator  Aiken. Did you get the impression they would still be 
willing to go along with the terms of the Geneva conference?

Mr. Salisbury. I suppose so. They said this several times, and I 
suppose one has to accept that.

I am not absolutely certain of that, myself.
Senator  Aiken . Annexation of South Vietnam would not be one 

of the conditions for terminat ing hostilities ?
Mr. Salisbury. Not at all, and they specifically denied tha t th at  

was their intention or their  wish.
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OR GA NIZ ED B ANDIT RY  I N  NORTH  VIE TNAM

Senator Aiken . Does North  Vietnam have organized band itry 
such as existed in South Vietnam previous to the sending of combat 
troops to South Vietnam ?

Mr. Salisbury. Not so far as I  know. But I wouldn’t say that my 
evidence was conclusive on that.

Senator Aike n. You said so fa r as you could see there was not 
any lawlessness in Hanoi itself.

Mr. Salisbury. Tha t is righ t. It  seems to be a fair ly orderly 
country.

BO M BI NG S FO LL OW ED  BY  TE RR OR ISM

Senator A ike n. I was just  wondering whether the conditions there  
would be similar to conditions in China where i t is reported tha t the 
rural  areas would take one viewpoint and the urban areas another.

Did you get  the impression th at Hanoi and Saigon might be coun­
terhostages? Tha t the bombing of nonmil itary targe ts in the Hanoi 
area might be followed up by more terrorism in Saigon ?

Mr. Salisbury. I didn ’t get that impression there, Senator. I have 
heard tha t here, but I saw no—no one mentioned it to me in Hanoi 
and I saw no partic ular  reason to think  that  th at was true.

Senator  A iken. Now, it  is ap parent tha t following what might be 
described as civilian bombing, rig htly  or wrongly, in North Vietnam, 
that  there usually was an increase in the bombing or terrorism in 
Saigon also?

Air. Salisbury. It  could be, but I just wouldn’t know about that.

SU PPLIE S F RO M  T H E  SO VIET  U N IO N

Senator  Aiken. Where does North Vietnam get its oil?
Air. Salisbury. The oil for North  Vietnam comes largely  from the 

Soviet Union but in part from Rumania.
Senator Aiken . And you would say tha t most of the ant iaircraf t 

weapons also come from the Soviet Union?
Air. Salisbury. The SAAIs, the surface-to-air missiles, all come 

from the Soviet Union.
The larg er ant iairc raft,  I  believe, comes from the Soviet Union. 

Some small, light ant iair cra ft probably from China.
Senator Aiken. But which type of a ntia ircr aft weapon would you 

estimate was responsible for the heaviest loss of American planes?
Mr. Salisbury. Conventional ant iaircraf t, because the operation 

of the SAAIs is at a high altitude, and they are very powerful, very 
dangerous weapons, and our fliers fly under them. AVhen the SAAIs 
are operative they come down low and, therefore, are exposed to con­
ventional antiairc raft.

Senator Aiken . Perhaps we give Russia too much credit or blame 
for the loss of 500 or 600 planes over North Vietnam.

Air. Salisbury. Yes, that may be true.
Senator Aiken. Tha t is all, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Senator  Alorse.
Senator Morse. Thank you. Air. Salisbury, I want to commend 

you fo r the factual reporting  which we have read for the more than
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20 years tha t you have served as a foreign correspondent  abroad. I 
recognize critics sometimes do not like to face up to facts, but I want 
to thank you for the factual statements tha t have characterized your  
repor ting for more th an 20 years tha t I  have read your accounts from 
abroad.

DISTRUST BY NORTH VIETNAMESE OF TH E UNITED  STATES

My first question is, do you really think it is unreasonable for the 
North Vietnamese people to dist rust  the United States?

Mr. Salisbury. I do not think it is terribly unreasonable.
You see, they do not see us as we see ourselves. They see us only 

in rathe r unpleasant manifestations, and from what they have seen 
of us we do not seem to be very fr iendly to them.

Senator Morse. I  asked the question because I  thought the public 
would gain the impression that , in response to an observation put to 
you by the chairman of the committee, you seemed to  answer in the 
affirmative tha t you thought it was unreasonable for them to mis­
trus t us.

Mr. Salisbury. I  am sorry if I gave tha t impression.
Senator Morse. Let the record speak for itself.
But I want to make this observation so tha t your view could be 

made known on the record.
Do you think it is unreasonable for the North  Vietnamese people 

to dis trust a country tha t refused to sign the Geneva Accords of 1954 
and then proceeded to ship large quantities  of military supplies and 
large numbers of men into South Vietnam in open violation of the 
literal language of the treaty  itself?

Mr. Salisbury. Well, 1 do not know, to be honest. And forgive 
me for  my ignorance. I do not know i f this is exactly what we did. 
But the impression certainly of ou r conduct as a result of our refusal 
to sign the Geneva agreements did not get us off to a very good s tar t 
with the people in the north.

Senator Morse. We do know th at the Geneva Accords proh ibit the 
sending by a foreign power of milit ary personnel and military sup­
plies into either one of the two zones.

Air. Salisbury. Yes, I presume tha t is right.
Senator Morse. And we did that.
Do you think it is unreasonable for people to mistrust the United 

States in view of the fact th at at  the time of the Tonkin Bay incident— 
and the his tory of i t s till has to be written—we equipped the boats that  
bombarded the North Vietnamese islands tha t happened to be the 
prelude to the subsequent action of North Vietnam to start giving 
open support to South  Vietnam, and our country issued the official 
statement at first tha t our boats were 75 miles away, and yet they 
knew that our boats were within 11 to 13 miles away from the islands 
that  were being bombed. They interp reted  it, and right ly, as an 
American naval cover available fo r protection if these South Vietnam­
ese boats got into  difficulty. And it was only a fter  those facts became 
known th at we start ed to get some modification of the official state­
ments of our Government.

Do you think  this unreasonable for the North  Vietnamese people 
to mis trust a country  th at issued that  kind of propaganda when, with 
their  own eyes, they knew where the boats were?

74-6S7—67----- 3
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Mr. S alisbury. Se na tor, I  wo uld hav e to  say, since I  am not  fa mili ar  
with  all  those circ umstance s, I  would  ha ve to say if  th e fac ts are  as you 
describ ed them, it  wou ld no t be unrea son abl e fo r the No rth  V iet nam­
ese t o be susp icious of  t he  U ni ted Sta tes .

Se na tor Morse. As a co rre spondent you  do know wh at the  Un ite d 
St ates  has  done on a un ila te ra l bas is in rega rd  to the bu ild ing of  t he  
reg ime in South  Vietn am , or  ra th er  a whole seri es of regimes in 
So uth Vie tnam, lead ing to  ou r eve ntu ally ge tt in g 4,000 Am erican  
tro op s over the re,  inc rea sin g numbers  of  them be ing  kil led  in a wa r 
th at  we hav e not  even decla red , a nd  ye t we ta lk  to  the Nor th  V iet nam­
ese about peace. Do you th in k it  is unrea son abl e fo r the people of  
Nor th  Vietn am  to  m is tru st  a governm ent th at  follows  th at wa rlike  
course of action in th ei r a rea of the world ?

Mr.  Salisbury. Well , I  again  wou ld have to say  th at , in gen era l, 
it  seems to me n ot un na tu ra l fo r the  N or th  Vietnamese  to  be susp icious 
of  us and di st ru st fu l of  us  because,  as  th ey  see ou r conduc t, it  has been 
hosti le to wa rd t hem.

Se na tor Morse. I  wi ll leave th at question. However , I  could con­
tin ue  to ad d inc ide nt a ft er incid en t re la tin g to  ou r course of acti on 
in  So uth Vietn am  i n ope n viola tio n of  the  Geneva Acc ords which are  
bound to make us a m ist ru ste d na tio n, and righ tly  so.

I f  we were  Nor th  Vie tnamese, I  th in k we wou ld hold the  same 
m is trus t a ga ins t the  U ni ted State s whe n we a re  t ry in g to  ex ist,  as you 
have described it, un de r the bombing  pol icy th a t we are  fol low ing  
in N or th  Vie tnam.

Now, 400,000 troops—Se na to r Sp arkm an  says I  s aid  4,000—400,000 
troops.

UN ITED  STATES POWER TO DESTROY CHIN A

Mr. Sa lisbu ry, wou ld you  say  th at  we have th e powe r to  des troy 
Ch ina, agree ing  wi th Se na to r Fulb ri ght’s observation? W ha t do 
you mean by  the d es tru cti on  of China  ?

Mr . Salisbury. We ll, I  mea n if  we were  to  unleash ou r nucle ar 
wea pons, we could d est roy  Chinese  n uc lea r fac ilit ies , th ei r large  citie s 
and, I  suppose, exte nsiv e are as  of  th ei r fa rm ing lan d.

I  am no t famili ar  w ith  h ow ma ny nu cle ar  w eapons  we have . I  do 
no t know wh eth er we have eno ugh  to  cover th at  whole vast te rr ito ry , 
bu t I  th in k we cou ld undoub ted ly  c rip ple th e co un try  and dam age  it 
beyond, m aybe even beyond,  repa ir.  That  is to  say, we cou ld do all  th is 
if  we si mp ly used  a ll the forces  a t ou r comm and  and no one else i nte r- 
fe rred  wi th th is opera tio n while we eng age d in  it.

Se na tor Morse. You u sed  th e word “d es tru cti on .” Do y ou mean to 
use it  def init ive ly to  mean also  conqu er?

Mr. Salisbury. I  do not use it to  mean conquer  because, as you pe r­
ha ps  know,  th e Chin ese ra th er  a nt ic ipate th at  e ventu ally we a re goi ng 
to  tr y  som eth ing  like  th is,  an d they  hav e evolved a str ateg y which 
ma y or  may  not be an effective  one, bu t which the y th in k will  enab le 
them  to survive as a n at ion by re trea ting  int o caves and undergr ound  
shelt ers and places like th at , an d ju st ha ng ing on and for cin g us to 
come in acros s t he  nuclea r p oiso ned  soil  and  fight  t hem  out.

I  do no t know w het her  the y could  do  th at  or  not , bu t i t m igh t r equire  
a long per iod  of  time.

Se na tor Morse. Wo uld  you  agre e, Mr.  Sa lisbury,  th at  if  we in ­
flic ted th at des truction, an d we ce rta in ly  have the power to  inflict
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th at  de stru ctio n, th at  we wou ld n ot  succeed in  e ith er  con quering  Ch ina  
or  ob tai nin g a  peace w ith  C hin a, bu t th a t we w ould hav e t o keep lar ge  
num ber s o f men, fa r in excess of  w ha t we al read y have i n So uth Vi et ­
nam,  to police the na tio n th at we have so des troyed  ?

Mr. Salisbury. Well , the only  pa ra lle l or  prece dent th a t we hav e 
to  give  us some gu idance  on th at  po in t is Ja p an ’s experience  wi th  
Ch ina , and I  th in k we are fa ir ly  fa m ili ar  with  th e enormous man ­
power dem ands th a t Ch ina requ ire d fo r Ja pan  in  the years  before 
the op ening of W or ld  W ar I I .

I t  seems to be insat iable so fa r as  try in g to occupy China  is concerned.

CONSEQUENCES OF U. S.  USE OF NUCLEAR BOMBS

Se na tor Morse. I  ask  these questions, Mr.  Sa lisbu ry , because, as I 
am sure  you know, th er e are  people in  thi s co un try  i n very inf luentia l 
positions who seem to  th in k we ou gh t to  bomb China ; we ou gh t to  
kno ck ou t t he  nuc lea r ba se s; we ou gh t t o use ou r nucle ar  power. But  
these people nev er sto p to  t ell  the Am erican  peo ple  wha t some of  the 
consequences  wo uld  be. So I  w ould a sk you w ha t you r r eac tion would  
be to  thi s possible consequence w hic h was to ld  t o me by the  A me rican  
consul genera l in Hon g K ong, th at  once  we got  th ro ug h wi th th at  k ind 
of  de struc tio n we h ad  b et te r be  re ad y fo r the  g re at  damage  to  our  own 
co un try  fro m the psy cholo gic al bombs th at would  be drop ped on us 
from  al l aro und the wo rld  for, as h e put it, we wou ld lose t he  sup po rt 
of  the peo ple  of  all  th e major  countrie s of  Asia,  of  Afr ica,  of  mu ch 
of  L at in  A merica, an d mi llio ns of  peo ple  i n Eu rope .

Wou ld you d isa gre e w ith  that  obs erv ation ?
Mr.  Salisbury. I  h ave no doub t t h a t an y na tio n which  in vokes nu ­

cle ar war, and th a t would  inc lud e the Uni ted State s, wou ld br ing 
about in the  wo rld  a cataclysm ic effect  as fa r as publi c op inion  is 
concern ed, and one wh ich  I  th in k is alm ost  imp ossible  t o evalu ate  at  
the prese nt tim e—the  consequences of  it.

BOMBING OF HA NO I BRIDGE

Se na tor Morse. I  wi ll ask  you one more question de ali ng  wi th ou r 
presen t bom bing prac tic e. You mentioned th a t a big br idg e th at  
extends fro m H an oi  over to th e no rth ba nk  of  th e rive r ha s no t as yet  
been  touched. Do you cons ider t hat  a major  mili ta ry  ta rg et , an d wh at  
do you th in k th e effect of bom bing i t wo uld  be on t he  No rth Vie tnamese 
people ?

Mr. S alisbury. T o my  wa y o f th inki ng , i t is a p rim e m ili ta ry  ta rg et  
which  has no t been at tack ed  in Nor th  Vietn am . I t  p rov ide s th e sole 
ra il  lin k and the pr in cipa l high wa y lin k betw een Ha no i an d the  
no rth o f the  cou ntry.

I  do no t know why it  h as no t been att ack ed , exc ept  t hat  it  is ri ght 
in Ha no i, it  is  righ t in the middle of  Ha no i. I t  l inks  one side  of  t he  
cit y wi th  the in du st ria l sub urbs and th e ai rp or t an d ev erything  else 
on the othe r side , and  I  bel ieve ou r poli cy  ha s been n ot  to  bom b Ha no i.

Th e consequence o f k nocking  out th at  b rid ge  w ould be c ons iderable. 
I t  wou ld in te rrup t, make more  difficult, th e flow of  ra il  traffic and 
tru ck  traffic fr om  the  no rth .
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On the other hand, I  do know they have thei r pontoon preparations, 
and also some barges, ferry installations, ready to put  into use if 
the bridge is knocked out.

I would say it would be a severe blow to them but not a fatal one.
Senator Morse. If  we are to continue our bombing in North Viet­

nam, and I pray tha t we stop it, would you advocate bombing this 
bridge ?

Mr. Salisbury. If  we are, if our bombing policy is to be based purely 
on milit ary calculations, I see no reason a t all why we do not take the 
bridge out, take out the Mig fields, take out Hanoi. This  is what the 
North  Vietnamese expect us to do.

Senator  Morse. And by doing it you would also conclude th at we 
would not  lessen the distrust of the Vietnamese people to the United 
States ?

Mr. Salisbury. It  certainly  would not encourage them to love us 
very much.

Senator Morse. Tha t is all, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Senator Mundt.

O PEN IN G  U P  OF H A N O I TO N E W SM E N

Senator Mundt. Is Hanoi now a city which is open to Ameri­
can newsmen, generally, or did you negotiate something of a scoop?

Mr. Salisbury. I negotiated a scoop all right . But in the process 
of doing that, or perhaps the process had happened before that, i t seems 
to be opening up. There will be more newsmen in there month by 
month, as we go along.

Senator Mundt. Do you know of other newspapers or o ther news­
men who have tried to get in and failed—American newsmen ?

Mr. Salisbury. I only know specifically of one of my colleagues. 
There were two of us on the Times who had applied at about the 
same time. Our foreign editor, Mr. Topping , was also working on 
this, perhaps not as vigorously as I  was. I understand from reading 
in the  Times tha t there had been about 30 people who had had their  
passports cleared for travel to North  Vietnam, and I presume they 
were all working as I was.

Senator Mundt. Well, I am glad tha t you went, and I wish other 
newsmen would go, because i t is interesting to get this information. 
I am especially pleased th at you appeared before the committee and 
straigh tened out, for me at least, what quite apparently was a mis­
understanding I had from reading part of your repor ts and reading 
what four  New York ladies who were over there at about the same 
time were saying and reading some of the critics of your comments. 
It  always gets to be one mishmash.

military effect of bombtng

I felt that the purp ort of your  repor t was that, first we had been 
deliberately bombing civilian targets, and from reading your state­
ment I  do not believe tha t is your report a t all. And, second, I thought 
that you felt  tha t the bombing was futile  and was not really minimiz­
ing or curta iling  their  m ilitary effectiveness. If  I read your report  
correctly, you do not hold th at position. Is t ha t righ t?
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Mr. Salisbury. My position about the military  effect of the bombing, 
Senator, is one in which I  feel th at probably we lose enough on the 
plus tha t they get out of greater na tional  unity than  we make up on 
the destructive side. In other words, I  think it is a marginal question, 
one way or the other, but I do not minimize, and I do not want to 
minimize, the  fact tha t it has inflicted mi litary damage, p artic ular ly 
their  communications facili ties, th eir ability  to deliver the supplies to 
the south. It  certainly has damaged that.

Senator  Mundt. And you do not submit any evidence to  our com­
mittee th at there has been a deliberate bombing of civilian areas.

Mr. Salisbury. No, I do not, and I thin k that would be-——
Senator Mundt. Tha t it was a consequence of—like President  Eisen­

hower said, when you hit  a military target  you are going to  h it some 
civilians. But there  has been no civilian bombing, to your knowledge.

Mr. Salisbury. Not to my knowledge in the north , and I thin k it 
would be very difficult to establish such a thing.

This is not to say, and I think we ought in all fairness to say, 
tha t the people in North Vietnam think tha t they are deliberately 
being bombed. This  is a very natural human reaction. The bombs 
come down and they h it their  house, and they kill their  wife or some­
thing  like t hat,  and they do not  know what the aviator up there who 
may be going at 12,000 miles an hour was actually aiming for. He 
may have been aiming for something a mile away.

The Chairman. 1,200.
Senator Mundt. Tha t is a little  fast.
The Chairman. 1,200, not 12,000.
Mr. Salisbury. 1,200.
Senator Mundt. I agree that the psychology could be as you describe 

it, even though the speed of the plane, unhappily, is not quite tha t 
fast.

EVID EN CE  OF RU SS IA N PE RSO N N EL IN  N O R TH  V IE TN A M

Did you see any Russians over there ?
Mr. S alisbury. I saw some Russians, part icula rly in the b ar at the 

hotel and in what  passes for the PX  in Hanoi, a special store where 
you can buy vodka but, unfortunately , no caviar.

I did not see Russians very visibly around the place. They are not 
in uniform, and I talked to the foreigners there, and they said tha t 
the Russians d id no t seem to be there in large numbers.

Senator  Mundt. Any idea as to why they are there?
Mr. Salisbury. The ones tha t I saw, and here you will have ro 

forgive me for being very subjective, I have seen a lot of Russians 
out in Siberia, these fellows from their looks and their  shirts, and 
their lack of ties and general appearance , looked to me like construc­
tion engineers from Siberia. They were probably in there to eithe r 
aid with the railroad or maybe to aid in some sort of installation work. 
They did not look like military people, in other words.

The Russian m ilitary are a little be tter groomed than that.
Senator  Mundt. More likely to be engineers or scientists or scientific 

advisers, or something of that nature ?
Mr. Salisbury. Engineers of a construction type.



34 HAR RISON E. SALISBURY’S TRIP TO NORTH VIETNAM

SUP PLY  ROUTES FROM RUSSIA AND CHINA

Senator Mundt. I read from your statement that  Hanoi requires 
both Chinese aid and Russian aid to mainta in the war effort at its 
present level. It  would be severely handicapped if China closes its 
borders and if it cut  off its supp ly routes or ceased sending aid.

You have described, I think, the nature of the aid in the general 
area of small arms, arms which can be buil t with a less sophistica ted 
industry. Those come primarily  from China ?

Mr. Salisbury. Tha t is right .
Senator  Mundt. The SAMs and the MIGs, the superior grades of 

ant iairc raft guns come from Russia, and the  presence of the  SAM you 
have correctly described. This is borne out by what we h ear from 
other committees. They cause our airc raft to flv low to escape them 
because they are highly devastating, and tha t brings them within the 
range of the antiairc raft  weapons tha t surround Hanoi and other 
installations over there.

So tha t, if in some way, we could discourage either the Russians, 
or the  Chinese, or both from supplying thei r respective types of aid, 
it would seem to me tha t this would tend to decrease our casualty 
lists in South Vietnam. Would you agree with tha t ?

Mr. Salisbury. I  think tha t is quite true.

PRIVATE NEGOTIATIONS WITH HANOI

Senator Mundt. One other question onlv. In your last statement, 
you say the most profitable course of the United States to take would 
be to quietly and secretly explore with Hanoi to see if a reasonable 
and honorable sett lement might be forthcoming. I  th ink you re lated 
tha t to the fact  that the people of Hanoi must be exceedingly nervous 
about what is going on in China. They do not know for sure whether 
friends  of their s or people less likely to be fr iendly are going to come 
out on top in this disrupt ion in China, which we call a civil war— 
whether it is or not we do not know. In  any event, it is highly 
probable t ha t i t is decreasing the ir industria l production and making 
it  less certain tha t they are going to be able to continue to rely on a 
Chinese influx of arms, and without them they would really  be in 
serious difficulty.

Did you have t ha t in mind when you indicated tha t this  might be a 
propitious time to  explore-----

Mr. Salisbury. Tha t is exactly righ t, Senator, precisely.
Senator Mundt. I  agree with you, but I would be completely 

shocked if  I  felt tha t our Government were not doinsr that. It  seems 
to me th at Mr. Rusk, President Johnson , and his advisers must also 
come to tha t very natural reaction. Since you listed as a proposal 
such a thing, my question is, have you any reason to believe that it is 
not being done by our Government now ?

Mr. Salisbury. Well, I  would sav about tha t—I will be very 
frank—what I said both Hanoi and Washington, tha t if it is being 
done, I  do not want to know about it. I do not want to read about 
it in Scotty’s column. I  do not want  to see it in Newsweek’s periscope, 
because if  th at is true, then it is not secret, and it probably would not 
be productive. So I  just do not know whether it is going on or  not. 
I  hope so.
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Senator Mundt. There is no question, in my opinion, tha t in ap ­
proaching peace things can best be done in secret. I think  there have 
been some counterproductive results from our open effort oftentimes 
to say, “I t looks like we had enough, and you have had enough, and 
let’s sit around the table.”

It  seems to me th at the or iental mind might  conclude that, “We a re 
winning the war because you are going to ask for some kind of settle­
ment.” I think you have to relate this to the psychological reactions 
of the people over there. But surely I would expect, and certa inly 
hope, that those who properly should make those approaches are m ak­
ing them, especially righ t now. This wrould seem to be a time when 
normally smart  and astute individuals, and I am sure they have them 
at the head of the Government in Hanoi, would be worried about th e 
future as far as the ir assistance from China is concerned.

So I raise the question not thinking tha t you would know more 
than we would as to whether it is being done, but  as to whether you 
have any reason to believe it is no t being done.

Mr. Salisbury. I  do not have any reason one way or the other. I  
share your hope entirely.

Senator Mundt. Thank you.
Tha t is all, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Sena tor Gore.

THE T E N -M IN  UT E RU LE

Senator Gore. Mr. Chairman, I have found  the report of Mr Salis ­
bury, whom I  have known and respected for a long while, very in­
teresting and informative. I shall refra in from asking questions.

I would like to observe tha t the  question of a ten-minute rule is n ot 
in effect in the committee. This matt er was p ut to the committee in 
my motion which the chairman submitted to the committee as a whole.

The motion was tabled with only a vote of four  in support of the 
proposition, so that each member was left to his own self-discipline.

I feel that since my distinguished colleague, Senator Lausche, thinks  
tha t a point of view not yet expressed would add to the balance of the 
hearing,  I would ask unanimous consent tha t I  may yield to him.

The Chairman. Without objection, so ordered.
Senator Lausche. Thank you very much. I am glad the Senator 

from Tennessee did make the statement th at i t was the conclusion tha t 
each of the Senators ought to voluntarily impose upon himself the ten- 
minute limitation r ath er than have it done by rule. I will try to stay 
within  the ten-minute  limitation.

The Chairman. Will the Senator yield for an observation ? Actual­
ly the questioning has been less than ten minutes, on the average, of 
every member since we began, so I take it tha t all the Senator really 
objects to is, not the  time, but the nature of my questions.

Senator Lausche. No, not at all. I sat for two hours and 50 min­
utes two days ago listen ing to the Chairman and others, and I never 
did get to utter a single word.

Senator Gore. I yielded. Go ahead.
Senator Lausche. I  am just answering the Chairman.
Senator Case. We are here to hear Mr. Salisbury in any event.
Senator Lausche. Yes, I would like to hear Mr. Salisbury.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR U.S . ACTIONS IN  VIETNAM

W hat  do you  recommend th a t we should  do, Mr.  Sa lisbu ry ?
F ir st , do  you recom mend th at  we should pul l ou t ?
Mr . Salisbury . I  ce rta inly  do no t reco mmend our pulling: out, 

Sena tor .
Se na tor L ausche. We ll, if  you do no t reco mmend th at  we should 

pu ll ou t, do you  subscribe to th e theo ry  of Gener al Ga vin  th at we 
sho uld  stay th ere in  enclaves ?

Mr.  Salisbury. I  am no t te rr ib ly  ena mored  of  the enclave theory . 
Pe rh ap s, in th e end,  if  t he  war  goes on an d on and on, an d there  are 
no res ult s, an d the fig ht ing  con tinues , and everybody  ge t worn out, 
maybe  we hav e to  go bac k an d re tr ea t to the In di an  fo rt , maybe so. 
I  would hope there  migh t be some o ther  solution.

Se na tor Lausche. D o you  recommen d th at we sto p bomb ing  the  
no rth , th ei r m ili ta ry  insta lla tio ns  and s tra teg ic  areas ?

Mr.  Salisbury. I  th ink,  in  genera l, th at  I  w ould  say t ha t t hi s might  
be a good move. I  th in k th at th e sit ua tio n is a lit tle  bi t more com­
pli ca ted  a t th e m omen t. I  th in k may be t hat  is no t the  most i mpo rta nt  
th in g to do at  this  prec ise moment, bu t I  am sure  t hat it wou ld not be 
adverse  to ou r inte res ts if  we di d do it.

ATTACKS ON UNITED STATES MILITARY

Se na tor L ausche . W ha t wo uld  be yo ur  comment abo ut the ar gu ­
me nts  th a t are  made th at  it  wo uld  be unfa ir  t o our m ili ta ry  men en­
tre nched in So uth  Vietn am  to  allo w them  to sit  there wa iting  fo r 
att acks  chosen as to  t im e and pla ce  by  t he  enemy wi tho ut ou r G overn ­
me nt  d oin g an ything  to  s top  th e influx of  m ate ria l th at  is used  to  de­
str oy  them  ?

Mr. S alisbury. I  would be v ery sym pa the tic  to  the view of  the m ili ­
ta ry  no t wa nt ing to si t with  fol ded hands whi le the enemy increases 
its  stren gth.  I  thi nk  thi s is ju st  pla in  commonsense.

Se na tor L ausche . But  it  is also good pla in commonsense fo r a 
decent, honest  Am erican  to  say  th a t he  wil l no t tol era te ou r men s itt ing 
there like duck s on the open water  t o be knocked out wi th the enemy 
cho osin g th e tim e and place whe n the at tack  will  be made ? Do you 
sub scr ibe  to th at  ?

Mr . Salisbury. I  subscribe to  it  except fo r one th ing,  if  you will 
pe rm it me to say it, an d t h a t is the  enemy usually does choose the time 
fo r att ack.  Unfor tuna te ly , th is  is the ru le of war . He  decides, not  
you.

The question invo lved  here is, I  th ink,  a doub le one. Do wp stop 
bomb ing  out of the  b lue  w ith ou t any  assurance  th at  they  are  g oin g to 
do an yt hi ng  else? I  wou ld say , no, th at  we hav e a righ t to know  if  
we stop ped th e bombing  wh at m ove they  are  pr ep ared  to take.

Se na tor L ausche. I  am ve ry g ra te fu l to you fo r y ou r objec tiv ity  in 
th is  ma tte r, f or  it is my belief t hat  we  have  explo red  ev ery  source a va il­
able,  ho ping  to find some means  to  sto p the shootin g. It  is the pe r­
siste nce  and the  unw illi ngnes s of Ho  Chi Minh and his  colleagues  to 
en ter  into  any  discussions t hat  will br in g the  sho oting to an end.
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AVENUES TO NEGOTIATIONS WHICH  SHOULD BE EXPLORED

What avenues would you explore beyond those tha t have been ex­
plored by the United States in try ing  to bring about a negotiation ?

Mr. Salisbury. I think there are avenues that exist righ t today 
which can be explored, which may actually be in the process of being 
explored, Senator. I do not know tha t I  entirely agree with your 
thesis tha t we have always made the gestures toward a negotia tion 
and they have always rebutted them.

In a war things  get extremely complicated. You get an atmosphere  
on either side of suspicion and distrust which is only normal. I  think 
when two fellows are  slugging at each o ther they do not have much 
confidence in the other  fellow, and I do not know why they should.

So it is awfully h ard  to stop a war. It  is f airly easy to s tar t a war, 
but it is awfully hard to stop when, par ticularly  when, both combat­
ants are still  in the ring, they can still fight and we can still fight. So 
it is pretty  hard to get that kind of thing  stopped.

I believe that  it would be possible to stop it now. I hope to God it  
is possible to stop i t before any more people get  killed in this war, and 
I think there are explorations tha t can be undertaken by ourselves 
and by the other side which would lead to a solution. At  least, the 
explorations ought to be undertaken.

HO CH I M IN H ’s INSISTENC E ON NL F PLAN

Senator  Lausche. Mr. Salisbury, how would you overcome the firm 
position taken by Ho Chi Minh that there must be a reform ation of 
the Government on the plan of the National Liberation Fro nt,  and 
only on that plan ?

Mr. Salisbury. I would discuss this matter—
Senator Lausche. You are fami liar with what I have in mind?
Mr. Salisbury. Oh, yes, I  am very familia r.
Senator Lausche. And you know tha t Ho Chi Minh says th at the 

South Vietnamese Government must be refo rmed on the  basis of the 
National Liberation Front program ? You are familiar  with that  ?

Mr. Salisbury. Oh, yes, I am.
Senator Lausche. Has he yielded at all with respect to tha t pro ­

posal ?
Mr. Salisbury. There has been no public change on that proposal, 

but it  is my impression, and this  is a subjective one, but I think i t may 
be accurate, tha t there is less hardness on tha t part icular point than 
you might imagine.

Senator L ausche. Well, we are in complete accord. And, although  
I frequently disagree with the President, I am obliged to say that , in 
my opinion, he has explored every source tha t he thinks might bring 
Ho Chi Minh to the negotiation table. If  there are other sources, they 
ought to be suggested to him. I think  they will find a favorable 
reception.

Now, I want to ju st put some questions concerning the full cred it tha t 
should be given to you in your testimony, and th is is no reflection upon 
your purpose to try to help.
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HOW MR. SALISBURY ENTERED NORTH VIETNAM

How is it tha t you got into North Vietnam ?
Mr. Salisbury. Well, I  believe there are two or possibly three fac­

tors  involved in that .
The f irst t hing  had to be some change in the position of the Hanoi 

Government to admit in foreign correspondents, particularly from 
the West.

I think they must have arrived at a conclusion some time in the 
course of last year, probably as much as six or eigh t months ago, tha t 
they were going to embark on this course.

I think  they had to decide on who they were going to admit. They 
had, to the best of my knowledge, probably 28 or 30 applica tions from 
various correspondents.

I th ink, in all honesty, tha t when they decided to admit an American 
correspondent they first thought  o f the New York Times. I  think i t 
was a natu ral thing fo r them to think of.

The Chairman. Why?
Mr. Salisbury. It  is the most influential paper in the U nited States. 

[Laughter.]
They wanted the number one. They did not want Avis. So they 

decided on the Times.
Well, there were two appl ications in from the Times, one from me, 

and one, as I mentioned earlier, from Mr. Topping.
Senator Case. They took number one again, didn’t  they? 

[Laughter.]
Mr. Salisbury. But I  had pestered them more. I  really had  been at 

them from all kinds of angles, and I  think tha t is why they picked me. 
I might be wrong.

Senator  Lausche. I read somewhere within the last two or three 
weeks your statement tha t it was the belief of  Ho Chi Minh t ha t the 
New York Times exercised the greatest impact upon the minds of  the 
public in the United States. Did you make some such statement?

Mr. Salisbury. No, I did not make that statement, but I  might 
support it. [Laughter.]

Senator  Lausche. Tha t is exactly the poin t tha t I wanted to get to. 
HER BERT M AT TH EW S’ ART ICLES ON CUBA

Did the Matthews’ visit to Cuba induce you to try  to make a scoop in 
North  Vietnam ?

Mr. Salisbury. No, I do no t thin k so. I t never entered my mind.
Senator  Lausche. Just let me follow th is. The New York Times 

did write extensively about the heroism of Castro, did it not ?
Mr. Salisbury. Well, I do not know tha t I would describe Mr. 

Matthews’ articles in exactly those terms. We wrote a lot about Castro, 
there is no question about that.

Senator Lausche. Well, you wrote three stories about Castro, and 
some people have said tha t the New York Times gave Castro  to the 
United  States.

Mr. Salisbury. Well, somebody made a cartoon once parodying a 
cartoon that we used to run to boost our classified ads, saying, “I
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got my job throu gh the New York Times,” and they had a picture of 
Castro there. I do not think that was true.  [Laughter.]

Senator Lausche. I  want to quote from one Matthews’ artic le:
The personality of the man (Castro) is overpowering. * * * Here was an 

educated, dedicated fanatic, a man of ideals, of courage of remarkable qual ities of 
leadership.

Maybe you cannot say whether or not this was in the Matthews’ 
article ?

Mr. Salisbury. No, I  am terribly sorry, Senator, but I  cannot be­
cause I have not seen them for years and years.

Senator Lausche. I quote aga in:
I could not claim, myself, at the time to have had any idea of the terrific  

impact my—
Tha t is, Matthews’

story was going to have, or the chain reaction it was going to set up in the whole 
of the Western Hemisphere.

Do you thin k that his stories had tha t impact on the Western 
Hemisphere ?

Mr. Salisbury. I th ink he exaggerates a little bit.
Senator  Lausche. Well, all right. Here is Matthews again:
I was always in touch with the rebels in the Sierra Maestra and with the 

civic resistance. No Cuban came to New York without seeing me or trying  
to see my associates.

Do you know whether tha t was said ?
Mr. Salisbury. No, but, Senator, j ust from the-----
Senator Lausche. Jus t answer it.
Mr. Salisbury. Excuse me, but I wonder i f you could tell me what  

you are reading from.
Senator  Lausche. I am reading from quotations from the Mat thews’ 

articles taken out of the New York Times.
Mr. Salisbury. But tha t does not sound as though it could have 

been one of his or iginal pieces because it does not  re late to the Sier ra 
Maestra, does it ?

Senator Lausche. Then I just  want to quote—this is not  by 
Matthews:

Be it said in fairness to the New York Times, whose stories and editor ials 
helped to  make Castro and his movement acceptable to as yet undecided Cubans 
and all of the libera ls and progressive opinion throughout the United States.

Did you or didn’t you do that ?
Mr. Salisbury. Well, I did not. [Laughter and applause.]
The Chairman. I must say it is agains t the rules of the com­

mittee—
Senator  Lausche. Did the New York Times do it?
Mr. Salisbury. I do not think so.
The Chairman. May I have order  in the chamber. I t is entirely 

against the rules of the committee to demonstrate your approval or 
disapproval of the proceedings here, and I must ask you not to demon­
strate  regardless of how provocative it may be. [Laughter.]

Senator Lausche. Well, did the New York Times do it because of 
its tremendous influence on public opinion ?
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Mr. Salisbury. We ll, th at  is a sub jec tive  question, Se na tor . I  do 
not believe we did , fra nk ly.

Se na tor Lausche. Al l righ t. Tha t is all.  Th anks  very much. 
Se na tor G ore. Mr.  C ha irm an , m ay I mak e a br ief o bse rva tion  ?
Th e Chairm an . The Se na tor is recognized. Se na tor  Gore.
Se na tor Gore. Ma ny people  make a mi sju dgme nn t wi th  resp ect to 

Castro . I  rem emb er, fo r ins tan ce,  th at  he was inv ited to add ress a 
na tio na l co nventio n of  news paper ed itors a nd publishers h ere  in  Wash­
ington  to which  I  was invit ed , an d whi ch I  a ttended. Er elon g many 
peop le, in clu din g the senio r Se na tor fr om  Tennessee , were  disil lusioned.

The Chairm an . I  wou ld like to mak e a sta tem ent, too. You  have 
ju st  seen one of the  p rin cipa l rea son s fo r majo r difficu lties in con duc t­
ing  this  committee .

Se na tor Case.

consequences or cessation of bombing

Se na tor Case. Mr. Ch air man , to ca rry  on wi th questions th at  were 
asked before , if  we sto pped th e bom bing , the n wh at do we do?

Fi rs t,  wou ld you comment on the  suggestion  th at  if  we stop  the  
bomb ing  it  wou ld no t hav e th e effect des ired  bu t wou ld ra th er  ten d 
to prolo ng  the war? I  h ave  h ea rd  some peop le e stima te it  would add 
two ye ars  to t he  res istance , because  it  wo uld str en gth en  the N or th  Viet ­
namese in the view th at  the y were  ga in ing more by no t nego tia tin g 
th an  by ne go tia tin g.

Now,  th is  is  a  m at te r of  subject ive  jud gm ent. I wou ld like  to have  
your  subject ive  judgme nt abo ut i t.

Air. Salisbury. We ll, my guess is th at  if  y ou sto pped the bom bing  
and no th ing hap pen ed,  there is no nego tia tio n, there  is no rec iproca l 
move on th ei r pa rt,  you hav e not  adv anc ed the  sit ua tio n very fa r 
exc ept  in one area which we have no t mentio ned  here , and thi s is in 
the  a rea of  w orld pub lic opinio n.

I  th in k there is very lit tle  do ub t t hat  aro un d the wo rld  public  opin­
ion does no t s up po rt the  U .S.  bomb ing  policy. Th ere  are  even people 
in th is coun try  who do no t su pp or t it.

I f  th e bom bing were ha lte d and no rec ipro cal  move were  made on 
the part  of  No rth  Vietn am , I  th in k they  wou ld be sub jec ted  to enor­
mous pressu re. Tha t press ure, I  believe, wou ld come no t only  from 
the  western wor ld, it wou ld also come fro m wi th in  th e com munist  
world , f rom  E as ter n Eu ro pe  an d from the  S oviet  Unio n to  shove them 
int o nego tia tions , to  shove the m in to  ta ki ng  some rec iprocal step  to 
match  ou r move.

I  cannot gu ara ntee  th at  would  happen , bu t it  seems logical to  me 
th at  such a thi ng  wou ld ha pp en  so t ha t whi le from the  m ili ta ry  s tand ­
po int , or  view ed only in m ili ta ry  terms , there might  be some sligh t 
loss by sto pp ing the  bo mbing , t he re  m igh t be an enormous ga in diplo­
ma tic all y and in the  dir ec tio n of  mo vin g th is wa r towa rd a solu tion .

I  th in k the re is, however , even  an othe r plu s in th at direct ion . I  
believe,  wi tho ut being able  to  prove it, th at  Ha noi is rea dy  to begin 
to ta lk  busin ess wi th us. I  believe th at  if  the  bombing  were ha lted, 
the y would  tak e a rec iprocal ste p, an d we would then  move  into the  
nego tia tiv e period.
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My own concern in tha t event would be, no t tha t we get into ne­
gotiations, but tha t we not get into negotiations before we know what 
w’e are going to negotiate, and I th ink before the bombing stops, before 
anything happens, there should be exploration to see whether there 
can be worked out some terms for a settlement.

Senator Case. I personally agree with you down to the ground  
tha t neither side will come to the negotiation  table in public, cer­
tainly, until it has explored thoroughly and has a pret ty good idea 
where it is going to end up.

Like everyone else here, I assume we are doing our very best to 
find out in private whether this  is possible, and to explore all possibili­
ties. If  I d id not believe this, I  would insist on throwing this Govern­
ment out tomorrow. Of course, it may not be doing as well as it 
should.

OBJECTIVE OF SEIZING AND  HOLDING TERRITORY

Now there have been other people who have suggested tha t we can 
win the war by the bombing, and tha t in any event we have got to 
think seriously of either winning the war or getting ourselves out of 
Vietnam.

What is your view’ on this? I think  it was the view of Mr. 
Reischauer the other day, and others have suggested, tha t we should 
seriously pursue the matter of seizing and holding terr itory and go 
into this in a way that would be pursued until we had achieved our 
objective of an independent free South Vietnam.

Mr. Salisbury. I find myself not in any disagreement with the 
objective of seizing and holding terr itory i f by th at we mean establish­
ing large areas over which the South Vietnamese Government, not 
ourselves, but the South Vietnamese Government exercises effective 
control, possibly with some protection from ourselves.

But for us ourselves to seize and control terr itory and turn this  
into islands p rotected  by Marines all the way around the outside, does 
not seem to me the route to follow toward  political health and sta­
bility in South Vietnam.

It  may create an isolated s ituation  which you can protect, but the 
longer run gain seems to me to be minimal.

Now, maybe that  is all we can hope for. Maybe we have to live with 
a series of hedgehogs or something like that in South Vietnam. I sus­
pect we can do bet ter. I suspect tha t we can do better along the route 
of negotiation. I suspect we may even find it possible to negotiate our ­
selves a viable government in South Vietnam.

This sounds maybe far  out at this time, but I would like to see it 
explored a lot fur the r before giving up that possibility.

Senator Case. I would fully agree with this, and my point was tha t 
assuming we do not find they are not willing to negotiate, that  our 
optimistic thoug hts about this are wrong, we will have to do something, 
and this seems to me the only feasible thin g tha t can be done. I am 
not talking about enclaves now, but talk ing about the systematic effort 
to see that  this country is free.

ATTITUDES OF THE  NORTH VIET NAM  MA N IN  THE STREET

Have you from this past trip or from your earlier experiences, or 
perhaps  from both, any evidence tha t you regard as factual, as opposed
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to  im pressio ns or assum ptions, as to  the  actual  at tit ud e of  the  man  in 
th e st reet  in N or th  Vie tna m about the  wa r, the Uni ted  St ate s, th e Hanoi 
reg ime, Chin a, and  the  Chin ese?

Is  the  h os til ity  of  t he  V ietn amese  t o Ch ina sti ll st ro ng  and  a fac t? 
Ple ase  tell me about these th ing s.

Mr . Salisbury. We ll, on Ch ina, I  can  ans wer qu ite  c lea rly  because 
so many peop le men tion ed Ch ina to  me wi thou t m y me nti on ing  Chin a 
to  them, and throug h th is  alw ays  runs  the st ra in  of  na tio na l and 
pa tr io tic  antago nism t ow ard Chin a.

Ch ina is th ei r he redi tary  enem y. The ir  g reates t vic tor ies , wi th the  
except ion  of  Die nbienphu, have been scored ag ain st t he  Chinese.  They 
are  p roud  of them . Th ey  t al k  a bout them and the y leave no doubt in 
th ei r mind  th at  they hav e th is  antag onism  towa rd  them .

They do no t wa nt the Ch inese in,  t ak in g over t he ir  country. There  
is no doubt abo ut th at . A nd  the sam e at tit ud e is exp ressed by the  
sm all  man  and  the  big  man.

Now, so fa r as th ei r at ti tu de  to ward th ei r governm ent is c oncerned , 
I  did not f ind pe ople  say ing  th a t th ey th ou gh t Ho Ch i M inh  was a g reat  
ma n, o r th ei r Govern ment w as a  grea t one, b ut  I  foun d th em  expre ssin g 
sentime nts  o f resolve an d of  s up po rt fo r the prog ram o f th ei r govern­
me nt,  o f res istance  to  the  U ni ted Sta tes , of fig hti ng  f or  the  u ni ty , the 
independence , a nd  th e s overe ign ty of  th ei r country, which  they be lieve 
is threate ne d by th is  war , an d they  su pp or t ove rall  th e objective of  
reu nif ica tion of the  two p ar ts  of th e co untry .

I  do no t th ink you  would  find much di sag ree me nt amo ng the  ord ina ry  
Vie tnamese between tho se pe ople and  th ei r govern me nt on these poin ts.

IGNORANCE ABOUT WESTERN WORLD IN  GENERAL

Now , in  ano the r a rea , I  f ou nd  them  excessively igno rant , a nd  th is is 
so fa r as the Un ite d St ates  is concern ed, or  th e western wor ld in 
gen era l.

Unf or tuna te ly , th e few  im pressio ns th at  they have of w ha t the  West  
is like come to  them th ro ug h th ei r years of  be ing  subjected to colonial­
ism un de r t he  Fr en ch , an d the y are very ap t t o tr an sf er  to the prese nt 
images  fro m the pa st  th a t they  acq uired fro m the Fr en ch , and the y 
th in k of  the  U ni ted St ates  in terms  of the way  the y used  to  th ink of 
F  rance.

Now , some o f these i mages  a re very dama ging  to  them  because they 
give  them a very im pe rfe ct  idea  of  wh at the wo rld  is about or  what 
the Uni ted State s i s a bout. Th ey  t hi nk  of u s as a m uch  wea ker  coun­
tr y  th an  we ac tua lly  are , because the y th in k of  us  in terms  of  the  
Fr an ce  th at the y kne w in  1946 or  som eth ing  like th at .

Th ey  a re ap t to come t o the wrong conc lusion abou t wh at we would 
like to do wi th the ir  cou ntr y.

F or exam ple,  t hey find  i t inconce ivab le th at  we do no t want to  turn 
all  of Vietn am  in to" an oth er  co lony such  as the Fr en ch  had, and when 
I  tol d the m wh at I  real ly  believed, th at  there is no th ing in Vie tnam  
th at we want,  because th er e is no t much th at  i s wo rth  anyth ing , they 
are  appa lled a t th a t idea , because the y th in k th ei r cou ntry is very 
va luable , and they th in k i t wou ld be very na tura l th at  we would wan t 
to  take  it  ove r because  it  is stuf fed  wi th all sorts  of  goodies . When 
I  sa id to  them, “Lo ok,  if  we ever tak e th is co un try  over itj would
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cost us ever so much more than we could possibly put into it,” they 
did not know what I  was talk ing about because they do not know of a 
country that is based on the kind of economy and wi th the productivity  
tha t we have.

So this is certain ly a difficulty in tryi ng to get into realistic talk 
with these people because they do not see us really for the kind of 
power we are, nor do they  see the  outer world, really, very well.

Thei r contacts are limited. They are ra the r ignorant people. They 
do not even know other communist worlds very well. So these are the 
impressions tha t I  get of the kind of ideas tha t these people have.

SETTLEMENT BASED ON A DIVIDED VIETNAM

Senator Case. Ju st  one more question. Is it your opinion tha t it 
would be impossible to negotiate a settlement on the basis of a divi­
sion of the country ?

Mr. Salisbury. No, I  do not think tha t is impossible. I think it 
would be difficult, but I thin k it could be done.

Senator  Case. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Senator Cooper.

EFFECT OF CESSATION OF BOMBING ON NEGOTIATIONS

Senator Cooper. Mr. Salisbury, you have jus t said, in response to  
one of Senator  Case’s questions, t ha t you believed tha t if bombing 
of North Vietnam were stopped th at there be a reciprocal action upon 
the part of the North Vietnamese. I know th is is difficult, but  may 
I ask i f tha t opinion is wholly subjective, or is it based upon your talks 
with Vietnamese officials ?

Mr. Salisbury. Well, it is not wholly subjective. I  would say prob­
ably the easiest way of answering that is tha t this is my interp retat ion 
of some of the things  tha t I was told.

Senator  Cooper. You said before tha t bombing had actually unified 
the people and stimulated them to make plans to continue the  war.

Would you say that if thi s bombing should be stopped, that i t might 
not have the effect, too, of making them believe that they were stronger 
than  at the beginning of the war ?

Mr. Salisbury. This  is certain ly something tha t we would certainly 
have to risk—the possibility th at they would draw this  deduction.

However, as I said before, i f the bombing were ha lted in antic ipa­
tion and in foreknowledge th at some move would be coming from their 
side and tha t we were moving into a negotiation, then I do not think 
tha t this consideration would be necessarily a very  important one.

INTERVENTIO N OF CH IN A IF  NORTH  VIETNA M ENGAGES IN  NEGOTIATIONS

Senator Cooper. I  was very much interested in your s tatement t ha t 
if the North Vienamese should actually move toward negotia tion there 
was a danger tha t China would intervene because China wants so 
much to continue the war.

Is the view held in Hanoi th at the  Chinese might  actually intervene?
Air. Salisbury. I t is held in Hanoi, it is held by some of the Vietnam­

ese, at least, and it is very strongly  held by Eas tern  European  com-
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munist diplomats and by some o f the Russians with whom I have 
spoken.

Senator Cooper. Wha t do you mean by intervention ? Would there 
be an effort to overthrow the government in Hanoi ?

Mr. Salisbury. Specifically tha t, yes.
Senator Cooper. You are not talking about an actual intervention 

of Chinese forces.
Mr. Salisbury. Well, it migh t take both forms. You might get 

the effort at a coup d’etat in Hanoi  coincident with a movement of 
Chinese volunteers, as they would call them, into the country.

Senator Cooper. A statement is often made of the long history of 
warfare between Vietnam and China and the desire of  the Vietnam­
ese people not to be taken over by the Chinese. Is tha t correct, in 
your view ?

Mr. Salisbury. Absolutely 100 percent  correct, yes, sir.

VIE T CON G RE PR ESE NTATI VE IN  H A N O I

Senator Cooper. Are there Vietcong representatives in Hanoi ?
Mr. Salisbury. There is a representa tive, I think  they call him a 

delegate o r something like tha t, of what goes by the formal name of 
the National Liberation Fro nt in Hanoi, and I had a ra the r extensive 
interview with this man.

Senator Cooper. Does the Government of Vietnam treat him as a 
representative of another government ?

Mr. Salisbury. Yes. He is treated as a diplomat, and his embassy 
or his mission is regarded as an embassy.

Now, whether this goes over into all of thei r intimate contacts, it 
is impossible to tell just on the basis of discussion with either side. 
But it is my impression from talk ing with him and looking up the 
structure which has been set up in, well, in recent—the last year or 
two, by the  Vietcong or  the “Front” as they are more properly called, 
which involves a whole series of these embassies in not only—not only 
in communist countries but in some of the A frican countries as well, 
tha t tha t “F ron t” organization is moving in the  direction of becoming 
an actual government. They do not have diplomatic representation 
at their  headquarters, wherever th at may be, in the south, but they are 
establishing diplomatic contact and they are act ing more and more as 
though they were a government and not just  a guerri lla movement.

RIS K S IN  CE SS ATI ON OF  BO MBI NG

Senator Cooper. If  this war continues, of course, that means greater 
and greater loss of American lives, and there will be some risk, of 
course, in stopping bombing. But would you say that  in the long run 
it would be a lesser risk to stop bombing than to continue it, with the 
possibility of a greater and greater  and grea ter loss of American lives ?

Mr. Salisbury. I would think tha t the advantages lie with halting 
the bombing, yes.

EFF ECT OF GEN ER AL DE GAULL E’S VIS IT

Senator Cooper. One other question: What effect, if any, did the 
visit of Genera] de Gaulle have in Hanoi ?
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Mr. Salisbury. I do not believe that  De Gaulle’s tr ip  out—I  believe 
he went to Cambodia, made a speech out there, and they had some 
contact with him there. T do not think  this did very much except 
to enhance his prestige in Hanoi. He is regarded as a very outs tand­
ing world figure there. In  fact, they think  France is doing fine now. 
They do not think they did so well before.

I do not believe, however, tha t this means that  he necessarily has 
great  influence or tha t he might be an intermediary in this situation.

I had a very definite feeling tha t they were quite leery of intermedi­
aries; tha t they would much prefer man-to-man American and North 
Vietnamese negotiations, to having somebody else get mixed into it. A 
number of people, of course, have tried  to do this, and I have a feeling 
they are not too keen on that.

Senator Cooper. Thank  you, Mr. Chairman.

NL F REPRESENTATIVE IN  HANOI

The Chairman. May I pursue that  a little. Do you mind saying 
whom you saw representing the NLF  in Hanoi or is it better not to ?

Mr. Salisbury. I do not mind at all. I reported it in my stories. I 
am sorry to say his name escapes me at the moment.

The Chairman. That  is all right.
Mr. Salisbury. But it is the ir official representative in Hanoi, and 

it is on record.
The Chairman. You did write an artic le on this ?
Mr. Salisbury. I wrote a rather full repor t of the conversation.
The Chairman. I was a little  surprised  tha t he had diplomatic pres­

tige as if he were recognized as a sovereign government, is tha t right ?
Mr. Salisbury. Well. yes. They have the appurtenances of that,  

and they sort of make a point of this, as he kept telling  me, tha t these 
are matters—I  asked him, for example, I said, “How do you negotiate  
for supplies? You get your supplies from all sort of countries. You 
get them from Russia, you get them from Poland, Czechoslovakia. Do 
you go to, come to, the government here in Hanoi and say, ‘We need so 
many machineguns’ and get them from some place ?”

He said, “No, we conduct our own direct negotiations with the Poles, 
or with the Russians and then they ship the stuff in.”

I do not know whether that is true, but that is what he said.
The Chairman. And the shipped goods are consigned, I assume, to 

the NLF  and not to Hanoi ?
Mr. Salisbury. That is what he said precisely.
The Chairman. Tha t is w’hat he said. It  is very curious, because, 

you know our atti tude has been the NLF  is just a tool or a puppet, 
if you like, of Hanoi.

Mr. Salisbury. Tha t is right.
The Chairman. Would you say your best informat ion is that  this

is not so ?
Mr. Salisbury. Aly impression is tha t whatever they may have 

been in the past, and they may have been a tool or a puppet, t ha t they 
are growing up, and tha t they have an identity , and a unity, and an 
organizational structure  of their own.

74-687 —67------4
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The Chairman. I have one of your articles which says, “The picture 
of the Fro nt and its role in Vietnam was presented by Nguyen Van

Mr. Salisbury. Tha t is the man.
The Chairman (continuing). “A former Saigon professor, a mem­

ber of the resistance movement since 1945 * * *.”
He is a southerner, not a northerner  ?
Mr. Salisbury. Yes, he is ; that  is right .

GEOGRAPHICAL ORIGIN OF THE NL F MEMBERS

The Chairman. I s it your impression from your discussions with 
him that the leaders of the  NL F are primari ly southerners or  are they 
northe rners ?

Mr. Salisbury. No. I asked him about th at, and I  am sorry to say 
I cannot remember exactly what he told me. But my impression was 
tha t most of them were southerners. There are some northerners in 
the movement as well, but I  thin k almost all of the leadership is southern.

The Chairman. Did you ask him in his opinion what percentage 
of the NLF are communists and what percentage are non-communists ?

Mr. Salisbury. Yes; I asked him that  question, too.
The Chairman. What did he say ?
Mr. Salisbury. And he contended tha t a minor ity were commu­

nists, and tha t they had a broad representat ion, including some ordi­
nary  political people of one sort and another, some religious people. 
He mentioned all o f the  different parties  and movements represented. 
Unfo rtunately  I cannot recall all of them at the present  time. I 
honestly believe th at they do include these other elements, but I also 
believe tha t the communists do dominate that government.

GEOGRAPHICAL ORIGIN OF TH E SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT

The Chairman. It  is a fact—at least it has been reported in the 
paper—that most of the leaders of the official government tha t we 
recognize in South Vietnam are from the north, is th at not right?

Mr. Salisbury. I  think tha t is true; yes.
The Chairman. I th ink I  have seen tha t one of the ten generals, nine 

were emigres from the north. Is  tha t correct?
Mr. Salisbury. I  think i t is something on that order, yes.
The Chairman. I s i t true that General Ky is a native of Hanoi?
Mr. Salisbury. My impression is he comes from the north some­place, yes.
The Chairman. I  wondered i f you talked  about this in your dis­cussions with the people in Hanoi ?
Mr. Salisbury. I  did because I  was interested.
You see, the  country is very mixed up. In  th e Hanoi Government it  is-----
The Chairman. Are they as mixed up as we are? [Laughter.]
Mr. Salisbury. I  do not know.
The Chairman. About the war, I  mean.
Mr. Salisbury. No, I did not mean about the  war. I  meant about thei r population.
The Chairman. Oh, oh; I  see.
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Mr. Salisbury. The government in the north, for example, if I 
have the figures correctly in my mind, consists of six northerners and 
six southerners, and it is my impression that  the Fro nt government 
has somewhat of an equal mixture of north  and south but not as many 
north  as the  northern  government has.

IMPRESSION OF NORTH VIETNA M PRIM E MINISTE R

The Chairman. You spoke at great  length with the Pr ime Minister. 
I wonder if  you would give us a l ittle better impression of  this  man. 
I do not  wish to press you too much, but you are the first American 
we have ever had, to my knowledge, who has spoken to these people. 
Everything we have had is secondhand. I  wonder if you would go a 
little  bi t fur the r o f your impressions o f Pham Van Dong.

Mr. Salisbury. Pham  Van Dong.
The Chairman. I s he an intelligent, able, aler t man or does he 

suffer from this lack of information you described a moment ago, 
namely, lack of knowledge of the outside world, par ticu larly  this 
country ?

I understand Ho Chi Minh spent two years in this country. I t is 
true  it was in  New York and perhaps he did not learn much about 
the country, but he was in New York, according to some of the New 
York papers. Is  tha t correct?

Mr. Salisbury. Well, I believe tha t is right . He was in the United 
States for awhile. I  th ink he was work ing as a waite r in New York.

The Chairman. I heard it  as a busboy for  two years.
Mr. Salisbury. Maybe it  was as a busboy.
The Chairman. The papers said for two years, and tha t he does 

speak English .
Mr. Salisbury. He does speak Engli sh?
The Chairman. Does Pham Van Dong speak English?
Mr. Salisbury. No, he does not. He speaks F rench and unf ortu­

nately, I do not speak very good French, and we had to converse 
throu gh an interprete r.

He s truck me as a very able man, a very br igh t man, an interesting  
man to talk to.

I have talked  to a great  many communist leaders, and they are 
not all interesting. Some of them are very du ll indeed, because th eir  
minds are very routine  and they go into the Marxist dialectics and they 
never come out of it.

Now, this man is not t ha t sor t of a fellow. He is very direct. He is 
bright . He kept me interested a ll during the time I was talking wi th 
him.

So fa r as his knowledge of the world is concerned, he has a pre tty  
good idea o f what goes on in the world. He is much better than the 
average man in the street tha t I described.

The Chairman. That description you gave, I believe, to Senator  
Case a moment ago of the ir limited knowledge does not apply to h im ?

Mr. Salisbury. No, it does not apply to him.
The Chairman. I t applies to only the man in the street ?
Mr. Salisbury. The description I  gave to  Senator Case applies to 

the ordinary person and to some of the lower levels of officials.
The Chairman. Bu t not to Pham Van Dong.
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Mr. Salisbury. Not to Pham Van Dong.
The Chairman. Do you feel he has some feeling of the realities of 

the matter ?
Mr. S alisbury. Yes, I think  he has. I think he exaggerates on some 

things. I think  he exaggerates, for example, on the extent of their 
successes, as he calls them, in the south.

I do no t th ink they are doing as well as he t ried to make me think 
they were doing. Now, maybe he knows better himself, but he pu t up 
a big case for their  getting along very well there. I do not think 
they are doing all that well.

U. S.  BASE INV EST MEN T AND CONSEQUENT CREDIBILITY

The Chairman. Did you discuss with him the question tha t has been 
raised about our investing vast sums in places like Camranh Bay and 
Sattahip, and the indication tha t we have no intention  of ever leav­
ing there ? Did that matter ever arise ?

Mr. Salisbury. No. The questions of the bases never did arise.
The Chairman. As you know this matter has been raised.
Mr. Salisbury. I know it has been raised.
The Chairman. And it has been said tha t our having invested so 

much we would not leave bears upon our—this terrible word—credi­
bility.

I notice that the Senator from Missouri has returned and I yield to 
him as he has not had an opportunity .

Senator Symington. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I apologize for not being here the entire time. I had Armed Serv­

ices and a Jo int  Economic Committee meeting this  morning.
I do have a few questions.

infiltration from the north

You say in your statem ent:
Despite continuous  and very heavy bombing, both roads  and rail roa ds were 

operative  dur ing  the time I was  there,  and  other foreigners report  that  the re 
has  never been any serious  dis rup tion in communications to the south.

When you say “communications,” does that word imply infilt ration ?
Mr. Salisbury. It  certainly  does: absolutely. I did not rea lly have 

it in mind when I  was using tha t. I was thinking basically of the 
movement of the men and the arms and the food to the south, but it 
certainly applies to that as well.

Senator Symington. The infiltrat ion has been heavily cut, accord­
ing to our authorities, and that  is why I asked about the language.

Later you say :
The people of North Vietnam, ins ofar as I observed them, seemed to be very 

strong and united in support of the  wa r effort—to an extent which I found 
surprising in a Communist  country  * * *.

You said earlier this morning  tha t you had been in Russia a great 
deal, had written many books about it. Wouldn’t you sav the Rus­
sians had  been strong and united in thei r resistance to the Nazis?

Mr. Salisbury. They were. Senator, but they were not really in 
the early par t of the war. You probably recall when the Germans
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first came in there, particularly in the Ukraine and some of those 
areas, they were greeted as heroes ra ther  than  as enemies.

The resistance of the Russians grew during the war, and I think 
it grew due to a number of different factors, one being the  invocation 
of nat ional patr iotic  motifs by Sta lin, and also the fact that  the Ger­
mans conducted themselves in such a beastly manner when they got 
into the country  tha t they stimulated  resistance to themselves. 

DEFE NSE  D EP ART M EN T LE TT ER  ABO UT  N A M  D IN H

Senator Symington. Thank you. I have a l etter in reply  to a Con­
gressman which came from the Department of Defense. The reply 
sta tes :

You asked about the accuracy of the statement in the New York Times tha t 
“No American communique has asserted tha t Nam Dinh contains some facility  
that  the United State s regards as a military objective.

This statement is without accuracy.
We receive each day from the MACV information office in Saigon a copy of 

the lengthy release tha t is made each night there  at their  5 o’clock briefing. 
We also receive a tape recording of the briefer’s amplifying remarks and of the 
subsequent question-and-answer session with the press. No transcript is made 
of the latte r, although the tape is made available to the Washington press 
corps within two hours of the live briefing in Saigon.

A rapid spot check here of the releases as cabled to us shows that strikes 
in the Nam Dinh area  were announced on at least  three  occasions—once in 
April and twice in May, 1966. I am enclosing transmission copies of the per­
tinent pages of those public announcements.

The New York Times simply did not take the time to research the matter  
themselves—or, indeed, to ask our assistance.

ITave you any comments ?
Mr. Salisbury. I certainly have. That is Ar t Sylvester’s state­

ment and it start s from a fau lty premise. The article in the Times-----
Senator Symington. This letter  was not signed by Mr. Sylvester. 

It  was signed by Mr. Goulding.
Mr. Salisbury. He made a similar public statement, Senator 

Symington.
Senator Symington. I see.
Mr. Salisbury. Neither  the Times nor myself said th at Nam Dinh 

had never been listed as a military objective by the Defense D epa rt­
ment. The stories specifically said tha t the residents of Nam Dinh 
were not aware of it ever having been mentioned in an American 
communique. Th at is what the story said. That was thei r belief, 
and i t seems that they have been mistaken or at least on some occasions 
the Nam Dinh area was mentioned by the briefing officer in Saigon.

Senator Symington. Thank you.

ALLEGED AT TA CK S ON D IK ES

The letter, in answer to the question about the articles from Con­
gressman Reid of New York sta tes :

You also asked about the alleged attac ks on the Dao River dike. I mentioned 
in our telephone conversation tha t I knew of no such attack. I have double 
checked, both with the operations people and with the Defense Intelligence 
Agency. I am informed tha t no attack on any dike in North Vietnam has been 
targeted or approved.
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This applies also to  the  Red River dike mentioned in another New York Times 
story.

So as not to mislead you, I want to point out tha t the Dao River is one boundary 
of the t ransshipment facil ity in Nam Dinh. That  facility is an approved milita ry 
target . It  has been bombed and a good many storage buildings have been de­
stroyed. The dike is adjacent to tha t target.

We cannot and do not state, therefore, tha t the dike has never been struck. 
Our intelligence people inform me that they have no knowledge of accidental 
hits on it. But they point out also tha t the dike is made of earth, tha t repairs  
would not be difficult and tha t accidental damage inflicted on it  would not neces­
sarily show up on later intelligence photography taken subsequent to the repairs.

I am unaware of any charges, even by Mr. Sal isbury and the Communists tha t 
dikes have been destroyed and the surrounding area flooded. It  seems evident 
tha t there would be no doubt w hatever had the United States targeted and de­
liberately attacked any dikes.

Have you any comments about that  ?
Mr. Salisbury. Of course, I  cannot  challenge any statement tha t 

dikes are not listed as targets. I  know they have said they are not. 
All I can say is, to repeat what I said in the story, which was th at 
bombs had fallen on the dikes and they had to be repaired and the 
residents of  th at area believed that they were being attacked, because 
the bombs fell on them, and a number fell very close to the dikes, too.

I  happened to see some o f these bomb cra ters myself. I t is quite 
true, as they say, tha t the dikes are made of earth and they can be re­
filled and they have been refilled.

I  also reported something which I  thin k is fairly significant as far  
as the belief of the people in that area is concerned. I reported t ha t 
I had seen them working on a very large supplementary dike which 
was designed to hold back the Dao waters if the main dike was burst, 
and it involved the expenditure of  a great deal of manpower  and effort 
to build this darned thing.

They also had constructed dikes in the city of Nam Dinh itself 
running through the city, because they  obviously felt the danger was 
great. Now, they can be completely fooled.

We were just trying for something else, but the  tru th  is some of the 
bombs did fall on the dikes., enough tha t they were will ing to invest 
large amounts of manpower in this project.

Now, we might say, “Well, tha t is a very good mi litary operation. 
We have caused them to pu t a lot of effort into something we were 
not going  to attack, and if  that  is true, well, then, tha t is fine.”

Senator Symington. Tha nk you.

NAM DI NH  AS A MILITARY OBJECTIVE

Now, the let ter goes on:
As you know, Nam Dinh is the third largest city in North Vietnam. It is a 

major trans-shipment point along the Hanoi-Dong Hoi rail line. It  is on the only 
major highway to the south and the only ra il line to the south. Major military 
targe ts wi thin i t a re fou r: the  power plant, a POL storage depot, a railroad yard 
and the  trans-shipment installat ion of large size. In the trans-shipment area are 
many storage buildings; with it are  the naval facilities for unloading from 
Dao River. Antia ircra ft defenses are heavy, both in the city itself  and in the 
area around it. Some ant i-ai rcraft sites have been put in the midst of the 
city. In response to any suggestion tha t the North Vietnamese consider Nam 
Dinh to be without military targe ts, I would point out tha t the North Vietnamese 
have established more than 500 ant i-ai rcra ft weapons in the Nam Dinh air  
defense area.
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There is a pencil notation  on this  letter given me which says “ (in ­
cluding 165 in Nam Dinh itself.) ”

The care taken to avoid damage to  civilian areas  can be indicated  in another 
way.

The United States has flown more than 50 missions in 1965 and 1966 against 
military targets in the Nam Dinh area. Numbers of airc raf t on each mission 
vary.

Mr. Salisbury made the flat statement tha t 89 persons have been killed in 
Nam Dinh. He offered no evidence to support this statement. Presumably 
it was given to him by his Communist hosts. Certainly he accepted it as fac t 
and reported it as fact.

We have no possible way of ascertain ing whether the figure of 89 is an 
accurate  one. Even if we were to accept it as accurate, which we do not, we 
would have no way of knowing how many of those 89 civilians might have 
been workers in the railroad yard, the trans-shipment facility, or the other 
military targets.

But those who do accept  the figure as legitimate must acknowledge the care 
taken by the  United States to avoid damage to civilian areas  if no more than  
89 persons have been killed during more than  fifty raids  agains t military  targe ts 
in and around a city of 90,000 persons—and a city heavily defended by ant i­
airc raf t weapons. (One can scarcely believe tha t the Communists have given 
Mr. Salisbury a low figure on thei r casua lties).

Would you comment on tha t ?
Mr. Salisbury. I would agree th at they are not likely to have given 

me a low figure. I would be very surprised if they did. They prob­
ably gave me a figure as close to being accurate as they could make it. 
I th ink it  is a low figure myself.

They would offer, perhaps, another explanation or one in addition 
to the one tha t the Defense Department does for the reason tha t the 
casualties were so low. They would say, as they told me, tha t the 
city had been very extensively evacuated. I believe th is is true since 
I  saw large  areas  of the city  where no one was living. They had just  
packed up and gone away. The population was around 90,000 before 
the war started . I  believe it  is down in the neighborhood of 30,000 
or 40,000.

I think I  may have reported the figure in one of my dispatches, but  
I do not have it in my mind at the present time.

They would also say tha t the ir ant iaircraf t precautions are exten­
sive and quite effective, and I would support them on that,  having 
seen them.

They have a very good trench and bunker system. They have ex­
cellent individual air  raid  shelters of the manhole type, flush con­
crete things that are very secure unless you get a direct hit. So I 
would say so far  as the low loss of life is concerned, these played a 
facto r in tha t low loss.

Now, so far as the bombardment of the mili tary  targets  or the 
statement tha t they had no mili tary  targets in thei r city, this, of 
course, is a matte r of opinion.

I was report ing, and I  did report, and specifically said tha t the 
civilian officials of  this city did not believe th at the ir city contained 
military objectives. They described it as a textile manufac turing city, 
which it is in la rge measure, and the damage which I  saw, and which 
I reported about, was in the area of the textile plan t, also in the area 
of a silk plant, which has been bombed out of existence.

Now, there is no doubt in my mind th at there are other things in th at 
city, and the things which are lis ted there which sound quite impres-
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sive, undoubtedly do exist there, al though they sound more impressive 
than  they are.

To take, for example, the transshipment area they are talk ing about, 
which is adjacent to the dikes, this would appear to be not a large 
series of wharves and naval installat ions and things of t ha t kind, but 
actually  an open area alongside the Dao River, where stuff tha t is 
brought down in barges and th ings of th at kind is dumped out on the 
shore and then  reshipped. I think this is quite a legitimate milita ry 
targ et and I  have no doubt we have attacked it. I also have no doubt 
of the statement tha t they make tha t some of these bombs may have 
gone on and hit the dike or other  areas around that. This is just what 
you would expect from bombardment.

Now we come down to the busines about the number of antiairc raft  
sites around Nam Dinh. I am no t an intelligence officer and I  could 
be quite wrong about w hat I  saw. I t did not appear to me that the 
ant iair cra ft installations were as dense as these stat istics would lead 
one to believe.

I have been told since, in discussing this matter with someone who 
should have some opinion, that  these figures relate not necessarily to 
Nam D inh city bu t to the Nam Dinh area, and the Nam Dinh area is 
defined in rather broad terms; in fact, it extends ri ght  up into what 
I would call sort of the  out skirts  of Hanoi.

Now, if we take an area o f that size, certain ly I  would not challenge 
the number of ant iaircraf t installations. It  is probably true.

So fa r as there being a lot of them right in the city themselves, 
maybe they are, and I am not  going to challenge a fellow who had to 
fly over tha t to get through ack-ack. He knows be tter than I do.

The anti airc raft  instal lations  in North Vietnam are not very well 
camouflaged. I saw plenty  of them and I  would not have thought 
myself tha t Nam Dinh was as heavily defended as they say it is.

Senator Symington. Thank you.

POLICY TO AVOID CIV IL IA N TARGETS IN  NO RTH VIET NA M

The letter continues:
In sum mary:
No United States ai rc ra ft have  been orde red to str ike  any  civil ian target s 

in North  Vietnam a t any  time.
United Sta tes policy is to ta rget  mi litary  tar ge ts only. The re has  been no 

dev iation from this  policy.
All rea sonable ca re is taken to  avoid civil ian casua lties .
No official of the United Sta tes  Government,  to my knowledge, has  even stated 

th at  the re have been no civilian casual ties  caused  by U.S. bombing of North 
Vietnam or th at  there has been no damage to any  civili an areas.

In Nam Dinh  ar e four m ajo r mi lita ry targets.
Addi tional ly, in and around  it  are the  major highways south and the only 

rai l l ine south.
The United States has not targeted such ins tall atio ns as tex tile plan ts, frui t­

canning plan ts, silk fac tories and th rea d cooperatives .
No dike s have  been targeted  in North Vietnam, in Nam Dinh or elsewhere.
We ha ve no knowledge that  any pilo t has disobeyed his orde rs and delibe rately  

att ack ed these  or any oth er non milita ry targe ts in North Vietnam.
It  is impossible to avoid all damage to civili an areas , particu lar ly in view 

of the  concerted effort of the  Nor th Vietnamese to emplace an ti-air craft  and 
cr itica l mil itary targ ets  among the  civil ian populat ion.
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In view of the grea t strength of the United States air  power, it is patently 
obvious that the damage would be very much greater ,and, indeed, unmistakeable, 
had the U.S. deliberately attacked any civilian targets in Vietnam.

Would you have any comments? Probably you have already 
answered much of that.

Mr. S alisbury. I t seems to me, Senator, I covered it pretty well.
Senator  Symington. Yes.
Mr. Salisbury. I have no knowledge of my own tha t we have 

targeted civilian objectives, and I think any inference drawn from 
my dispatches that we did do that is false.

Senator Symington. Thank you.
Mr. Salisbury. On the other hand, tha t the civil ians feel tha t they 

are being attacked I think this is also obvious.
The Chairman. Wil l the Senator from Missouri yield for  a question ?

NO RTH VIET NA M CHARGES TH AT  WE TARGET CIVILIAN  TARGETS

Has anyone charged tha t our Government has deliberately targeted 
nonmili tary targets? I did not know tha t anyone has.

Mr. Salisbury. North Vietnam has charged that. Hanoi has 
charged tha t repeatedly.

The Chairman. I thought they charged only th at we h it them, not 
tha t we targeted them ?

Mr. Salisbury. They charged it?
The Chairman. Which  is different ?
Mr. Salisbury. North Vietnam has specifically charged us with 

deliberate attacks on the civilian population.
The Chairman. Th at is still different from what I was try ing  to 

get at in this business of  the Government having targeted  a church, 
for example. How would Hanoi know whether the Government 
targeted it? They do not know, nobody here, except the President and 
those in his confidence, know what he targets.

Senator  Symington. I am sure the President has never targe ted any 
churches.

The Chairman. Well, but Hanoi does not know either. I did not 
know anyone had charged it.

Senator  Symington. As long as thi s aspect of the subject has come, 
up, I would mention what a young American who has a righ t to talk 
said to me. He has ha d over 200 combat missions. He said the great­
est proof of morale of air  force and naval aviators is tha t when thev 
often go over a large airfield, many miles from Hanoi and watch 
MIGs taking off to attack them at 6 o’clock, nobody has dropped a 
bomb on the field bv mistake.

ACCURACY OF U. S.  PILOTS
The letter says:
One final point should be made.
More than 450 United S tates airc raft  have been shot down over North Vietnam. 

Many of the pilots have been rescued by the unbelievable bravery of Air Rescue 
Units. Many have died . Some have been captured.

These men are doing an incredible job for their  country. Their morale is un­
surpassed. Their skill in operating high-performance aircra ft under combat 
conditions is unparalleled.  The air defenses they face are described by top Air 
Force officers as the heaviest ever encountered by any pilot anywhere.
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Tha t is also true of the top naval officers, incidentally.
The discipline under which they fly is without precedent.
I know of no United States official—in Washington, in Honolulu or in Sai­

gon—who has contended tha t every bomb dropped by these men in 24,000 mis­sions over North Vietnam has impacted precisely on targe t.
You have asked for examples of accidental damage.
Bomb release mechanisms do not always work flawlessly. Pilots have jet­

tisoned armed bombs in order to take  evasive action to save thei r lives when 
MIG fighters are bearing in on them. Despite his skill, his training  and his courage, not every pilot who sees the airc raf t ahead of him burs t into flames 
as a result of enemy fire always delivers his own weapons with surgical accuracy.

Each day announcements have been made of the number of missions flown over North Vietnam. Periodically, the total losses of United States  airc raft  have been made public. The tota l ordnance tonnage delivered in Vietnam— 
hundreds of thousands of tons—has been disclosed. While military security prevents disclosure of the exact weight of effort, the general magnitude of i t is known to everyone.

United States pilots who are flying these missions over this heavily defended 
terri tory  and dropping these amounts of bombs under the most stringent con­
trols in the history of air warfare are  performing magnificently.

I hope tha t this information answers  your questions. Please let me know if I can be of additional assistance.
Have you any comments ?
Mr. Salisbury. No.

MILITARY IMPORTANCE OF PH U  LY

Senator Symington. Another lette r is to Mr. Fra nk Leonard of 
New York City. It  says:

You have asked for comment on another one of Mr. Harrison Salisbury’s 
Hanoi stories. You point out tha t on December 27 last  he stated in the New York Times tha t “every house and building” in the town of Phu Ly had been 
destroyed by United States bombing. The relevant paragraphs about Phy [sic] Ly read :

“A notable example is Phuly, a town about 35 miles south of Hanoi on Route 1. The town had a population of about 10,000. In attac ks on October 1, 2 and 9, 
every house and building was destroyed. Only 40 were killed and wounded be­
cause many people had left town and because an excellent manhole-shelter sys­tem was available.

“The community had no industry, but  lay astride a highway and a railroad line running from Hanoi, which had a couple of sidings in town. Presumably, 
planes were attacking the railroad. But  in the process they destroyed another resident ial community.”

Mr. Salisbury’s statement tha t “every house and building” was destroyed is 
false. It  is t rue  tha t there has been damage to civilian structure. But the De­partment of Defense has at no time said or suggested tha t U.S. bombing attacks on North Vietnam were causing no civilian damage.

Mr. Salisbury did point out Phu Ly is astr ide a highway and railroad line run ­ning from Hanoi. This is, in fact, the major highway to the south. The rail ­
road is the primary railroad south and also a major resupply avenue.

You suggest that the railroad and highway could be cut on ei ther side of the 
town. Railways and highways are bombed outside populated areas. Attacks are made on a truck-by-truck basis. But  it is still necessary to strike bridges, rail  yards, storage areas, and other such military targets.

Intelligence reports  indicate tha t the  North Vietnamese are using some 300,- 
000 persons to offset the bomb damage to roads, rail lines and other military faciliti es used to infiltrate soldiers and material into South Vietnam to attack 
American and South Vietnamese forces.

There has never been doubt t hat  roads and railroads could be repaired—and repaired rapidly, given sufficient manpower and material.  This was proven over and over again in both World Wars and the Korean War.
Storage area s and port facilities can also be rebuilt. But the milita ry ad­vantages of destroying them and of destroying military material in a storage
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area  should be measured  in terms of cost, delay and diversion of manpower 
to the enemy.

Mr. Salisbury neglected to mention the military targe ts in Phu Ly. They in­
clude a railroad bridge, two milita ry storage area s in different par ts of the 
town, a barracks and adjacent mi litary  complex, a railroad yard , a  control  center 
and a long stretch of port facilities along the river.

Mr. Salisbury also failed to report the existence of several ant iai rcr aft  sites 
in and around the town.

Have you any comments as to those points ?
Mr. Salisbury. Well, I  think this illustrates the difficulty of look­

ing at the same situation from two different viewpoints.
I saw Phu Ly on the ground, and I described it very accurately. 

Phu  Ly is no t much of a town itself. The railroad runs through it 
and, of course, it is the main railroad, it is obvious; the main highway, 
tha t is obvious, and it does have some, a couple of lines or maybe more 
of freight yards.

This is a one-track railroad, and you have to have slips so th at  the 
trains can bypass there.

There is a  rail road  bridge and a highway bridge there, and stuff 
does come down and is transshipped through tha t point. There is 
no doubt about that.

The real question is, and I do not think this is really, should be, 
much of a m atter  o f argument between the Defense Department and 
myself, you try  to take out these facilities and the town is narrow, 
the houses and everything built  right along this track, it does not 
extend out very much this way, and when you come down to bomb 
it you are going to bomb some of those houses out, and in this case, 
this place has been bombed repeatedly, and there is jus t nothing left.

Later on, I  ga ther,  there is a pa rt of the town away from the h igh ­
way, I do not th ink it was involved in our action a t all, which has not 
been attacked, and  where some of the houses still stand.

Well, I do not know what you make out of tlia t one way or the other . 
The Defense Depar tment  says, “We had to do th is.” Maybe they did. 
Somebody else says, “Why didn ’t you hit  the railroad outside the 
town?”

The tru th of the matter is they have hit  the railroad outside the 
town a number of times. I do not have very much argument with 
them. I do not think they have much argument with me because the 
facts in this par ticu lar  case fit each other p retty  darned well.

Senator Symington. Thank you.

P A M P H L E T  ON  WAR  CRIM ES  IN  N A M  D IN H

Now, the W ashington Post on Jan uar y 1 had an article, “Salisbury 
‘Casualties’ Tally  with Viet Reds.” I will read the first three pa ra­
graphs  :

Civilian casualty figures in the bombing of Namdinb in North Vietnam— 
reported without attr ibut ion last  week by Harrison E. Salisbury of the New 
York Times—are identica l to those in a Communist propaganda pamphlet issued 
in November.

The pamphlet, entitled “Report on U.S. War Crimes in Namdinb City” was 
prepared by the  Committee for  the investigation of U.S. imper ialists war  crimes 
in Vietnam of Nam Ha Province, October 1966.

The pamphlet is in English. Intelligence sources here, who have copies of 
it, said a North Vietnamese official distributed the pamphlet in November to 
foreign correspondents in Moscow.
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Wh at are your comments on that, sir ?
Mr. S alisbury. Yes. I commented on that  a little earlier, Senator, 

when you were not here, but I will repeat the comment because it is 
a p retty  simple matter.

These figures are identical with the  ones I got, and they are identical 
because the source is the same. The sources are the communist officials 
at Nam Dinh. This comment was made at the time by Mr. Daniel, our 
managing editor, tha t the surprising thing would be if they put  out 
different figures for me th an they put out in some other connection. 
They obviously come from the same source.

Senator  Symington. Then, in an accompaniment to this, it says 
tha t in the Salisbury piece datelined Hanoi, December 25, he includes 
this para gra ph :

The cathed ral  tower looks out  on block af te r block of ut te r deso lation;  the  
city ’s population of 90,000 has been reduced to less than 20,000 because  of evacu­
atio n ; 13 perc ent of the  city ’s housing, inclu ding the homes of 12,464 people, 
have been des troyed ; 89 people have been killed  and 405 wounded.

On page 4 of the communist document distribu ted the previous 
Xovemoer in Moscow it states:

Dur ing the  33 above said  ai r a ttacks a gains t Nam Dinh, they caused many  losses 
in lives  an d proper ty to  the c ity ’s inhab itants , 89 persons were killed, among them 
23 children,  36 women and  405 wounded, among them 61 women, 44 old men, an d 
41 children * * *.

Have you any comments on that  ?
Mr. Salisbury. Xo, tha t is merely an extension of what we were talk ­

ing about before.
P IIU  XA CA SU AL TIES

Senator Symington. An accompanying note states tha t Mr. .Salis­
bury says:

Those  missiles  were reporte d to have caused most of the  Phu  Xa casua lties.  
The  North Vietnamese cite  as an instance  the  village of Phu  Xa, a market 
gard enin g suburb  possibly four  miles  from  the city center. A village of 24 houses 
was repo rted atta cked at  12 ;17 p.m., August 13 by a United  Sta tes pilot trying  
to bomb a Red River dike. The village was destroyed and  24 people were killed 
and 23 wounded. The pi lot was shot down.

Then the question how you knew there  were 24 people killed. Did 
you visit Phu Xa, Mr. Salisbury ?

Mr. Salisbury. Yes. I inspected the site and these figures, as is 
appa rent  from tha t story, come from the people who live in that  village.

Senator Symington. Than k you, Mr. Chairman.
I ask unanimous consent th at a pamphlet distribu ted in Moscow to 

foreign correspondents during a press conference last November 10, 
1966 entitled “Report on U.S. War Crimes in Xam Dinh City” be 
included as a part of  the record.

The Chairman. Without objection, so ordered.
Senator Symington. Thank you.
(The document refer red to appears in the appendix.)
Senator Gore. Mr. Chairman, I hesitate to keep Mr. Salisbury 

longer. He has been very patient, and I know he must be weary, but 
I  would like to ask one question about a matter. Had  you finished ?

Senator Symington. I had not finished.
The Chairman. I thought  you said you had.
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Senator Symington. I asked permission to include tha t document 
in the record at this point .

Senator Gore. I apologize.
Senator S ymington. The Senator should never apologize to me. He 

knows of my high respect for him.

SAV ING  OF AM ERICA N LIVES BY AIR  ATTACKS

Mr. Salisbury, we have recent testimony before other committees 
tha t the air attacks in North  Vietnam have saved many American 
lives—“a grea t many” is one quote from one of the members of the 
Joi nt Chiefs; “hund reds” is the quote from another. This is my ques­
tion to you.

If  we stay in South Vietnam, should not the fac t that we have saved 
hundreds of young American lives by these a ttacks over North Viet ­
nam be considered as much as should North  Vietnamese casualties?

Mr. Salisbury. Well, naturally.
Senator  Symington. Thank you.

BOM BING PA USE AND IN FI LT RA TI ON  FROM THE NORTH

My next question. If  the current  worldwide campaign to stop these 
air attacks against North Vietnam should result in our agreeing to 
a bombing pause, shouldn’t the people of Hanoi do something in re­
turn  ? For example, would it not be proper and right for them in tu rn 
to stop infiltra tion of troops into South Vietnam ? How do you feel 
about that  ?

Mr. Salisbury. Absolutely 100-percent agreed.
Senator Symington. Thank you.

CAUSE OF BOMB EXP LOSIONS IN  CI VI LIAN  AREAS

You reported  seeing houses destroyed. Many American pilots  I 
talked with, and last month I talked to over 100 myself wrho were 
bombing North Vietnam, said tha t they saw Nor th Vietnamese SAM 
missiles, quite a few of them, fall and explode in civil ian areas. When 
you saw a house destroyed, could you tell whether it had been de­
stroyed by a bomb, or whether it had been destroyed by one of thei r 
SAMs?

Mr. Salisbury. You cannot always tell that , Senator, but you can 
sometimes make a judgment on it, on the extent of the damage.

The SAMs, of course, are extremely powerfu l things, and they de­
stroy a large area a round, usually cause a fire along with that.

In most of the areas I saw’, the destruction  was not of a magnitude  
tha t would cause you to suspect that it was a SAM, and in most areas, 
and I  reported on this, I  talked to  the people who had been residents in 
the area and who had seen wdiat had happened, and who have thei r 
account of it . Th at does not mean th at the ir account was necessarily 
accurate, but at least it was supportive evidence in one direc tion or 
another.

Senator Symington. Thank you.
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RIGH T OF U.S . PILOTS TO JETTISON BOMBS

Now, our pilots stated tha t when they are attacked by MIGs, their 
only chance of getting away is to  jettison their  bomb load, else they 
are overtaken and in all probability shot down, as many of them have 
been. Under such a ttack, do you believe they should have the right 
to je ttison those bombs in order to save the plane and themselves?

Mr. Salisbury. Natural ly.
Senator Symington. Thank you.

NORTH VIETNAMESE ANNOUNCEMENTS OF ATTACKS ON HANOI

Is it true  tha t the North Vietnamese announce any attack  within 
25 miles of Hanoi as actua lly an attack on Hanoi ?

Mr. Salisbury. Not to my knowledge, Senator. I have not heard 
that.

Senator  Symington. You have not heard tha t ?
Mr. Salisbury. No, I have not.
No, I had not heard tha t. I t may be true but I  had not heard it.
Senator Symington. Did you hear any figure of proxim ity to the 

city which the North  Vietnamese announce as an attack  on the city 
itself?

Mr. Salisbury. No. The only thin g relat ing to tha t, tha t would 
bear on it at all is the announcement tha t they put on thei r loud­
speaker system or thei r radio when planes are approaching, and if 
there is an announcement before the planes are overhead, and this 
seldom happens really because the planes come in so fast, they  will say 
they are 25 kilometers or 30 kilometers out of Hanoi, and I would 
assume tha t meant righ t out  of the hear t of the  city.

NEWS ARTICLES RELATING TO INFILTR ATION FROM TH E NORTH

Senator Symington. Without giving  detailed figures, the hard  es­
timate now of the reduction of infiltra tion in North Vietnam is a 
reduction of 25 percent in the fir st pa rt of las t year, and 50 percent of 
tha t latte r figure later on.

In yesterday’s Washington Post, an a rticle stated there was a hard 
figure for August of 2,000.

Your paper this morning says, and I quote:
* * * co m pe te nt  m il it ary  so ur ce s her e al so  in s is t th a t N or th  V ie tnam es e in ­

fi lt ra ti on  is  co nt in ui ng  a t th e sa m e high  ra te  of about 8,000 a m on th  th a t th ey  
claim w as  m ai nt ai ne d in  1906 * * *.

I checked today with the Defense Department. They say that  the  
Washing ton Post figure is correct, and tha t the figure that  the New 
York Times had this morning is wrong.

Would you comment ?
Mr. Salisbury. Gosh, no. I do not know anything about that at 

all.
Senator Symington. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent th at  

these two articles be inserted at this  po int in the record.
The Chairman. Without objection.
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(The two articles refer red to follow:)
[E dit o ri a l from  th e  W as hi ng to n Pos t, Fe b.  1, 1967 ]

T h e  B igge st  N ew s

(B y Josep h Alsop)

The biggest news a t the  mo ment is not gett ing into the newspapers.  The re are  
two closely rela ted items. On the  one hand, Hanoi is activ ely sounding out  the  
Johnso n Administ ration, thro ugh  diplom atic third  par ties , to discover whe ther  
the Pre sident  will “stop the  bombing to get talk s.”

Whethe r the Preside nt will be wise enough to ins ist on the  esse ntia l quid pro 
quo for  stopping the  bombing, s til l rem ains  t o be seen. And it  a lso rem ains  to be 
seen whe ther  Hanoi rea lly wa nts  nego tiatio ns, or merely desi res a badly needed 
resp ite or brea thin g spell in which  to reinforce  the  Vietcong un its  in the  South 
and st ar t th e war all over aga in.

Thi s move forw ard, from  n oisy propaganda to qui et diplo mati c inqui ry, is none 
the less a very big development. The  reason for  it  can be easi ly discerned in 
the  oth er big, as yet unnot iced piece of news. In  brief,  U.S. bombing of North 
Vietnam has  now begun t o p rodu ce precisely the  stra ngl ing  effect th at  it was de­
signed to produce from  the  outset.

To be specific, the sout hwa rd movement of North Vietnamese reg ula r troops, 
to reinforce the  Vietcong, has  been reduc ed by no less tha n 75 per  cent  in the 
pas t six months. The Pen tago n esti mat es of month-by-month inf iltratio n in 
1966 show many a peak and  valley,  on both sides of the  d ividing line. This  is at  
the  end of June, ju st  af te r the  bombing of Nor th Vietna mese oil stores  began. 
Bu t th e co ntr ast  between the  fi rst six months  a nd the  l as t s ix mon ths is dram atic.

In the  f irst  six months, the ave rag e ra te  of infil trat ion  of nor the rn troops  into 
South Vietnam was ju st  und er 7,000 a month. But in the las t six months, the 
ra te  of infi ltra tion  dropped to aro und 1,700 men a month, or one qu art er of the 
form er in pu t

One must sa y “arou nd 1,700” a month because  t he U.S. Government is c urrent ly 
rive n by a vicious ins ide rs’ deb ate  abou t the  exa ct figures for  infil trat ion  in 
November and  December. (T hi s kind  of argumen t, it  may be noted, can make 
the  religious wa rs look like fun  and  game s.) Bu t the  argum ent  is merely  a bout  
whether the  rig ht figure for  these two months is in the range of 1,500  men or 
2,000 men.

As thi s argu men t indicates, the  form al est ima te for  each month  is only made 
long af te r the month in question  has passed  into hist ory.  More time has  to 
pass af te r tha t, before the  ult im ate  depe ndab ility  of the  form al esti mat e is 
properly cross-checked by add itio nal  defector-interrogatio ns, cap ture d docu­
ments, agent- intellig ence and the like.

Thus  the  figures for  Jul y and  August infil trat ion, havi ng been cross-checked, 
can now be regarded  as pre tty  ha rd  dat a. Rounded off, they  show 2,700  infi ltra ­
tors  in  Ju ly and 2.000 in August. The  roun ded esti mat e for September, only 1,400 
infi ltra tors , is also hard enin g fas t. The October estim ate, well und er 1.000. 
seems real ly too low to be h ard . The  problem of Novem ber-December estim ates  
has  al ready been covered.

Ther e are  two r eason s why thi s inca lcula bly imp orta nt development, previously 
surfa ced in pa rt by Lloyd Norm an in Newsweek, has received almo st no att en ­
tion. One is the  idiotic information-policy  of the  McNamara Pentagon  and the  
Johnson Adm inist ratio n.

The oth er reason is the equally idiotic  convictio n of the lower  echelons in 
U.S. He adq uar ters  in Saigon, th at  if they  adm it to making the smallest  progre ss 
in the  war,  the  civilians at  home will ins tan tly  begin clam oring to “bring  the 
boys home.” Thus “possible” inf iltr ato rs, gen erall y ima gin ary  as the  event 
has repeatedly proven, are includ ed in the  infi ltra tion  rat es  cited  in Saigon.

The fact  rema ins th at  the very low Pent agon  esti mat es of inf iltr ation for the  
las t six months of 1966 were produced by precis ely the  same process, and  were 
based on precisely the  same kind s of infor mation, th at  produced the  exceedingly 
high esti mat es of infil trat ion  fo r the first  six months of las t year . The  high 
estim ates were used by opponents of the Pre sid ent ’s policy to prove th at  “the 
nor the rn bombing does no good anyw ay.” Logically, thes e people ought  now 
to eat thei r words—alth ough  nothing, of course, could be more wildly  unlikely.
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They will instead attac k the figures which they formerly cited to prove their 
case; or they will talk inspissated nonsense about “voluntary de-escalation.” 
But in fact what  has happened is perfectly clear.

Bombing lines of communication, which is what the United States is doing 
in North Vietnam, is a very long, very slow business. Immediate results are 
never to be looked for. Results are only obtained, in fact, by the gradual ac­
cumulation of thousands  of bridge-breaks and roadbreaks and convoy-losses and 
bomb-caused shortages of this or tha t.

At a certain stage, however, the cumulat ive process reaches what  may be 
called a critical  point. When th at point is reached, all traffic does not stop, 
of course. But when tha t point is reached, there is a grea t reduction of traffic 
on the lines of communication tha t are  under  at tack. This is wha t quite clearly 
began to happen in July, and has gone on happening to date.

[From the  New York  Times, Feb. 2, 1967]

Vietnam : I f Astrologers Were D iplomats  

(By Tom Wicker)

Saigon, Feb. 1.—The Year of the Goat begins next week in Asia, and 
Vietnamese astrologers predict on the basis of past performance tha t it ought 
to be a good year for peace. Tha t is the clearest forecast available here as to 
what the next twelve months may bring.

Among American civilian and military officials, few of whom set much store 
by the stars, there is little agreement on the outlook. Some exhibit  a growing 
sense of skepticism at trying to get anythin g done in this lackadaisical, intr i­
cately layered country. Others hopefully eye the omens from the north for 
signs of weakness. Some, passionately committed to the job at hand, abhor the 
thought of anything less than victory, whatever tha t may be. The military, still 
confident of i ts battle  prowess but fru stra ted  a t its frequent inability to find any­
body to fight, has a better grasp of the length and difficulty of the struggle 
ahead.

th e captured document

Some military  officials are impressed with a document recently captured in the 
field, prepared  in December by what was described as “the leadership  in Hanoi.” 
It is said to have asserted tha t Hanoi would negotiate only when it suited North 
Vietnamese interests, tha t the Communists intended to continue the fight until 
tha t point and were banking heavily on rising American casualt ies to under­
mine the political endurance of the United States.

Competent military sources here also in sist tha t North Vietnamese infiltration 
is continuing at the same high rate  of about 8,000 a  month tha t they claim was 
maintained in 1966.

These officials thin k Hanoi probably has  been taken  aback by the progress the 
South Vietnamese a re making toward an elected government this  year. Above 
all. they see the  Hanoi leaders looking fearfu lly over the ir shoulders at the gigan­
tic convulsion in China—apprehensive tha t it may yet cut off the Chinese small 
arms, ammunition and rice upon which North Vietnamese depends.

They believe therefore, tha t the time may be ripe for Hanoi or the Front, 
or both, to enter negotiations secretly with the United States  or Saigon, or 
both.

Others believe this is only wishful thinking. In the ir view. Hanoi and the 
National Liberation Front have no reason to believe they are losing the war. 
despite the punishment they are taking. Tha t is because no one here denies tha t 
the highly disciplined organization of the Vietcong and thei r political supporters 
in the hamlets and villages is still intact, still active and unlikely to be rooted 
out of the countryside anytime soon. American milita ry action so f ar has had 
to be directed mainly a t the North Vietnamese main force units . Saigon’s revolu­
tionary  development program, aimed at winning the people away from the Viet­
cong, is off the  ground in only a few provinces. And the South Vietnamese Army 
has yet to show tha t it can deal with guerrillas, even if the Americans keep 
the big North Vietnamese units off their  backs.
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TWO-EDGED SWORD

Everything seems to have at least two sides in Vietnam. The mili tary are 
pleased, for instance, tha t in the recent  Operation Cedar Fall s they struck a blow 
at the guerrillas by destroying an important base complex and tons of supplies. 
But in the process they also destroyed some villages and turned most of the 
population of the  area  into refugees, and an experienced diplomat asks ac idly: 
“Is tha t the way to win the support of the people for Saigon?”

POPULA R GOVERNMENT

Even the progress being made here toward the election of a legitimate govern­
ment is eyed with  skepticism by some American officials. They do not believe 
the South Vietnamese officer corps, the only power center in this  diffuse country 
(save the Vietcong), is yet ready to permit real civilian government—or that 
civilian politicians are  yet able to manage national affairs. But no regime dom­
inated by the officer corps is likely to win the popular support tha t any truly ef­
fective Saigon Government must have.

Thus, the Tet holiday tha t ushers in the Year of the Goat does not seem a 
particularly  happy time for Americans in Saigon. Almost everyone agrees  that 
the situation is be tter  than i t was a year ago but no one knows where things are 
headed or how long it will take to get there. The astrologers may be talking of 
peace but, as one high military official put it, the more probable outlook is jus t 
for “more of the same.”

Se na tor  Symington . I have two  more ques tions.

DO CA SU ALT Y FIG U RES JU S T IF Y  CR IT IC IS M  OF  OU R BO M BI NG  OF  N O R T H ?

Our  best  es tim ate s a re th at  between 1,000 and  2,000 peop le h ave  been 
kil led  in Nor th  Vietn am  who were  not eng aged in com bat or  log ist ic 
su pp or t fo r the  m il it ar y;  i.e., ki lled  by ou r ra ids ove r N or th  Vietn am . 
There  are  no figu res  fo r South  Vie tnames e civ ilia ns,  bu t the nu mbe r 
of So uth  Vietn amese m ili ta ry  who have  been killed in the same p eri od  
of  time —to wit , 1966—are 9,469; and the number of Am eri can s who  
have  lost the ir  lives , 5,008.

You hav e been ou t the re.  You  know the sit ua tio n. Do you th in k 
th at  a com par ison of  those figures jus tifies the hea vy cri tic ism  of  
the  dam age  we are doing  to the com munis ts in  Nor th  Vi etn am  as 
again st w ha t they  a re d oin g in So uth  Vi etn am  ?

Mr. Salisbury. I  do not  th in k I  wou ld ad d it  u p exa ctly  th at  way . 
There  is a very “i ffy ” figu re in the re,  as you  can  recognize, on the 
casual ties  in th e nor th .

Se na tor Symingt on. We ll, I used  bo th extremes. Our  experts  are 
ce rta in  in th ei r own minds th at  the  maxim um is 2,000, and the min i­
mum  1,000, so I  sai d 1,000 to 2,000.

Mr. Salisbury. I  do not real ly  th in k th is  is te rr ib ly  im po rta nt , 
wh eth er i t is 1,000 or 2,000. In  fa ct,  I  do not  think ------

Sena tor  Symington . It s  pre tty im po rta nt  to  the 1,000 who were 
killed.

Mr. Salisbury. I t  is im po rtan t to the people who are kil led , th at 
is rig ht , bu t I  do no t th ink th is  is te rr ib ly  im po rtan t on wh ethe r we 
sho uld—a te rr ib ly  im po rta nt  bear ing on wh eth er we sho uld  bom b 
in the N orth.  I do no t t hink  these  civil ian  casual ties , whi le the y hav e 
a very str on g effect on pub lic opinio n, as a m ili ta ry  m at te r they  are 
not a dec isive questio n.

The questi on i s : Are  we do ing  so much d am age  to  the m in the  no rth ? 
Are we mak ing it  so ha rd  fo r the m to conduc t the war  in the  south  
th at  we g et a pay off  th ere . Is  i t in ou r favo r and, as I argu ed  b efo re,
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and it is an argument, in  my judgment,  while we do a certain amount 
of damage to them, we make it much harde r for them to supply the 
south and put  their  people through , I do no t think we make it that 
much harder to be worth this, and to be worth the price which I think 
we pay in giving them a g reate r sense of national  will and purpose, 
and fighting back.

Senator Symington. Of course, there are a lot of us who believe 
that i f we attacked more meaningful military ta rgets,  power, military 
airfields, the results would be much better ; and I clo think  it is interest ­
ing that our figures also show, to the best of our intelligence estimates, 
tha t we have inflicted about four  times more casualties through armed 
reconnaissance roaming the countryside as against casualties resulting 
from hitting more meaningful milita ry targets.

Mr. Salisbury. Don’t you think—I may be wrong about th is, Sena­
tor—but isn’t the armed reconnaissance limited to the DMZ and the 
very southern part  ?

Senator Symington. Not all of it.
Mr. Salisbury. No?

PRIVATE NEGOTIA TIONS URGED

Senator Symington. Now my last question, and I appreciate your 
tolerance and courtesy in answering all th is for the record. I was in 
Thailand and South Vietnam when your articles came out. Naturally, 
they created consternation, I would say in some quarters, distress, in 
others, delight. But we are all in this whether we like it or not 
together.

We have only one Government here. I am now sure there are a lot 
of things you think that I agree with. But if you had the decision— 
this runs through my mind every day and, I believe, in the minds of 
all my colleagues—what would you do? If  you had the decision to 
make, based on your trip , your articles, and the tremendous worldwide 
interest those articles have created, what would you do, yourself ?

Mr. Salisbury. Well, I would do exactly what I said earlier  here, 
tha t I have recommended that  people do. I would embark on the 
quietest and most secret kind of exploration to see if my intui tion that 
there is a possibility tha t this time we might move on to a negotiation 
with some idea of a settlement is borne out.

I certain ly would not say anyth ing about it publicly, and I would 
go into it, knowing that,  perhaps, the chances are not too good and 
it would take some time, but I would certainly explore tha t quite 
carefully, because I think the overall objective balance of forces is 
favorable to us. It  is quite favorable.

I think tha t the chances are tha t it may become less favorable to 
them because of the Chinese uncerta inty and, therefore,  if they 
have any sense they ought to be ta lking  to us and try ing  to get out 
of this thing at this time before it gets worse.

That is what I would do.
Senator Symington. You inspire me to ask one more question. 

Are you sure that is what we are not doing ?
Mr. Salisbury. I am not sure at all. I wish I  could be absolutely 

sure we were doing it.
Sena tor Symington. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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CLA RIF IC A TIO N  OF CA SU ALT Y ST ATI ST IC S

Th e Chairman . Reg ar di ng  those s ta tis tic s fo r 1966, you  gave  5,008 
Am erican s dea d ?

Se na tor  S ymin gton . Yes. Th e f igures I  gave  were  ki lled in action.
Th e Chairman . And  de ath fro m othe r causes, 945, an d no nf at  al 

wou nds , 30,093, m ak ing a to ta l of the  m ili ta ry  de ath an d casua ltie s of 
36,046 for  U .S.  forces.

Se na tor  S ymin gton. Th e figures I  g ave  were those kil led  in acti on.
Th e Chairman . Th e in teresti ng  part  to me is th at the figu res of 

So uth Vie tnam ese c asu alt ies , the  n on fa ta l wounds are  m uch  less th an  
ours, ma kin g a to ta l of  30,444.

Se na tor  Symin gton. I  gav e only  the KIA s,  and sho uld  have g iven  
the  wounded, also.

Th e Chairm an . Se na tor Gore .

NORTH  VIE TN A M ESE IN TEREST IN  DI RE CT  TALK S AND  ROLE OF  N L F

Se na tor Gore. Mr . Sa lisbu ry , I  pro lon g the  in terro ga tio n only  
because of  my keen in te re st  in  an observat ion  you made th at  m ay hav e 
some value  upo n ne go tia tio n.

You were  re po rt in g th a t you fou nd  some ave rsio n, on the  par t of 
the  Vie tnam ese officials or people , I  am no t su re, t o n egoti at ion th roug h 
or  wi th  o r among  th ir d  pa rti es , o r ra th er , pe rhap s, some refe rence to 
di rect  Un ite d St ates -N or th  Vie tnames e conferences.

Would you e luc ida te upon t ha t, an d also if  you have some in fo rm a­
tio n on it, relate  th at  to the Libe ratio n Fr on t an d such  a tti tu de  as you 
may have obtained  fro m t hi s rep res entat ive , if  any , on th at  po int . I  
will  n ot ask fu rthe r questio ns,  but  a sk you to elu cid ate  on that .

Mr.  Salisbury. Well , the evidence  I  hav e to  bear  on the  question 
of th ir d  pa rti es  in terv en ing is of a nega tiv e na ture , and it  der ives 
fro m the  disparagem en t and di sp arag ing rem ark s the y made about 
var ious ind ivi duals  who  hav e att em pted  to ac t or  pla y some role  
in m ediatio n.

Se na tor  Gore. Were these rem ark s by officials ?
Mr. Salisbury. By  very high  officials in Nor th  Vietn am , and it  

seemed to be th at  I cou ld very cle arl y draw  the implication th at  if  
there  were to  be talk s, the y wou ld pr ef er  those ta lks to  be di rec tly  w ith  
the  Un ite d St ates  an d not going  th ro ug h some th ird  pa rty.  I  could 
be w ron g about th at , bu t I th ink I  am pr et ty  sure th at  is corr ect.

Now, so f ar as the  rol e of the  L ibera tio n Fro nt is concerned, it was 
cur iou s to me th at  in discus sing que stio ns of negotia tion the  Ha no i 
people alm ost  did  no t mention the Libe ratio n Fr on t. They sim ply  
assumed  th at  the y would  sit  dow n and  nego tia te wi th  the  Un ite d 
Sta tes , no t nec essarily about mat ters  in the  sou th, bu t abo ut ou r own 
di rect  con fro ntati on  with  the  north .

Sometimes they  wo uld  dr ag  in,  alm ost  as an af te rtho ug ht , the 
questio n of  the  Libe ra tio n Fro nt and how those mat te rs  we wou ld 
hav e to—th e sou th, we wou ld hav e to—deal wi th them on th at  p a r­
ticu la r po int .

Now, in ta lk in g to  the Fr on t man  in Ha no i, he took the at ti tu de  
fro m the  very be ginn ing th at  any matter s re la tin g to the sou th had 
to be man-to-m an nego tia tio ns  between the Un ite d St ates  and them.
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Now, as to  whether it would be possible between the Fro nt and the 
United States, so fa r as the  South is concerned-----

Senator Gore. In  o ther words, the representative of the Liberation  
Fro nt also maintained that he would pre fer direct negotiation between 
the United States and the  Vietcong ?

Mr. S alisbury. Tha t is correct,  direc t negotiations.
I do not mean to say there  would necessarily—if we star ted talking 

to Hanoi, t ha t the F ron t would say, “We don’t want to talk.” I think 
they would go along and antic ipate  (h at we would talk to them, too, 
perhaps a lit tle bit later on. But  I  th ink tha t they would assume, or 
they take the posture now, that matters about the South should be 
negotiated with them.

At the same time, by intimation, not directly, by intimation and by 
questions that they asked. I  got the impression tha t the F ron t did not 
see themselves as emerging as the sole Government without any rep­
resentatives of the present Government or any representatives of the 
constituent, assembly. I thin k they are looking toward some sort of a 
coalition. I think  that is what they would like to have. Whether we 
can get a coalition favorable to us, I  do not  know.

The Chairman. The south sa id th at ?
Mr. Salisbury. That is the south.
Senator Gore. Thank  you, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Senator Morse has a question.
Senator  Morse. I have two or three, and then I want to make a 

comment on the procedure o f the committee.

IMPREGNA BLE LI NE OF DE FENS E ALONG 17T TI PARA LLEL INTO  LAOS

What do you think of Senator Mansfield’s proposal th at we seek to 
stretch an impregnable line of defense along the 17th parallel  into 
Laos and  stop our bombing in Hanoi ?

Mr. S alisbury. I think it would be more effective as far  as ha lting 
infiltration than our present technique. It  would be an expensive and 
difficult operation, though.

Senator  Morse. Do you th ink  th at tha t would result  in g reater loss 
of American manpower than the bombing tha t we are doing in the 
North, and resulting  in intensification, at least, of the ir de termination 
to continue the war, which results in fur ther infiltrat ion of thei r forces, 
which results in the loss of American lives ?

Air. Salisbury. I think  it  probably would cut down our losses.
Senator Morse. At least Genera l Ridgway and General Gavin have 

made statements which are to the effect that we could stretch lines of 
defense and hold them without resulting in as much loss. Is th at your 
understand ing of it?

Mr. Salisbury. They would be be tter judges than I  am, but I  think  
tha t would be quite possible.

Senator Morse. If  th at were the result, and neither you nor I pre­
tend  to  be mil itary  experts, then there are a good many'questions that  
my good friend from Missouri, Senator Symington, raised which would 
become academic.

Mr. Salisbury. That is right.
Senator Morse. Because you would not have the problems created 

by the bombing, is that not true ?
Air. Salisbury. Yes.
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WA S SIT U A T IO N  I N  VIE TNAM  A CIV IL  WAR ?

Senator Morse. Wh at is your opinion as to whether or not the 
conflict in Vietnam, prior to United  States  intervention, was a civil 
war?

Mr. Salisbury. Well. I am not a very good witness on that, Sena­
tor, because I was not following it too closely.

My impression was tha t it was of the  natu re of a civil war or guer­
rilla operations of some kind.

Senator Morse. His articles will have to speak for themselves, but  
I recall, the articles that Neil Sheehan has been writing ever since 
he went to South Vietnam from time to time point out what the sit­
uation was, tha t the situat ion was a civil war. Inciden tally, he also 
points out tha t many of the leaders of the now South Vietnamese 
Government were, to use his  language, mandar ins from the north.

Is tha t your understanding?
Mr. Salisbury. Well, Neil is a good reporter , and he knows more 

about it than I do. I will accept his testimony.
Senator  Morse. I thin k in support of my posi tion and in fairness 

to Mr. Sheehan, Mr. Chairman, I will ask to insert in the record 
two articles, which appeared in the New York Times, on Apri l 27, 
1964, and October 9, 1966, to which I  allude.

The Chairman. Withou t objection, so ordered.
(The articles referred to follow:)

[Fro m the New York Times, Apr. 27,1964]

Cr is is  in  V ie t n a m  : A nte ce de nt s of  t h e  Stru ggle

The following assessment of developments in  Sou th Vie tnam is hy Neil  Sheehan 
of United Press International , who recen tly returned  from- two years there.

The second Indoc hina  w ar  began ear ly in 1957, not with  the cras h and thunder 
of a Pearl  Harbor, but  with the  midn ight assass inat ion of a few South Viet- 
nemese officials. The kil lers were black-garbed men called “ter roris ts. ”

Since those assass inations, the  fighting has spread  to the  point  where  casual­
ties  are  runn ing in the thou sands each month.

From  a few sca ttered  arm ed bands  backed by a fai rly  extensive secret  polit i­
cal organizat ion, the  Communist Vietcong have buil t a form idab le fighting force 
estimated at  40,000 men. These are  organized into 45 bat tali ons  thro ughout  
the  country  and armed with modern inf an try  weai>ons. They are  supported 
by well over 100.000 less well  armed but s till effective local and regional g uerr illas .

In the  vita l Mekong delt a, where  most of South Vietnam’s population and eco­
nomic resources are concentra ted, roughly 80 per cent of the  pea san try  now 
live in one form or anoth er under a Communis t shadow Government. This 
Government ma intain s its  own schools and dispensa ries and collects taxes , like 
a le gitim ate a dm inistrative  organ ization.

AID OF $1 .5  A DAY

The United States has  sent in 15,500 mil itary jjersonnel and is spending more 
tha n $1.5 million a day in economic and mil itar y aid to prevent the  South Viet­
namese Government from collapsing.

On the average, an American is killed in every thr ee  days’ fighting beside 
Government troops. This year the United Sta tes will pump in an addi tional $50 
million in an effort  to ret rieve  a steadily worsen ing situatio n.

The question many Americans are  asking themse lves these  days is, “How did 
things get thi s way?”

One of  the major problems during most of the  f irst fou r year s of the  war was 
th at  the  now-defunct Ngo family regime and high- rank ing American officials 
refused to adm it th at  a war  was actu ally  being waged.
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The off icia l V ie tnam es e po si tion  w as  th a t th e  ru le  of  P re si den t Ngo Dinh 
Di em  had  re st or ed  “pe ace, p ro sp er it y  an d pro gr es s”  to  th e  countr y  a ft e r th e 
ra va ges  of  t he  w ar  a gain st  t h e  F re nch  co loni al  ru le rs , whi ch  e nd ed  in  1954.

An yone  wh o w ar ne d th a t Com m un is t guerr il la s had  be ga n th e  fi rs t st ag e of  
a fu li- fle dg ed  re vo lu tio n w as  ac cu se d of fa bri ca tions.

AM ERICA NS GAVE SUPP ORT

High Amer ican  off icia ls w en t al on g w ith  t he  Ngo fa m ily’s p os it io n an d as se rt ed  
th a t th e  gr ow ing Vi etc on g ban ds w er e simply “l a s t re m nan ts ” of th e  Com mun ist  
Vie tm inh gu er ri ll as , wh o fo ug ht  th e Fr en ch . The se  w er e ra p id ly  b eing  w iped  o ut  
by th e  Sou th  Viet na mese po lic e and  arm ed  fo rces , it  w as  sa id .

As th e as sa ss in at io n  o f off icia ls st ead il y  in cr ea se d,  a  Sa igon  ne w sp ap er  w ar ne d 
a t t he  en d of  1957:

“T od ay  th e  men ac e is heav ie r th a n  ev er  w ith th e  te rr o ri s ts  no  long er  lim it ­
ing them se lv es  to  th e no tabl es  in  ch arg e of se cu ri ty . E ver yth in g su it s th em — 
vi lla ge  ch ie fs , ch ai rm an  of  liai so n co mm itt ee s,  sim ple vi lla ge  guard s an d even  
fo rm er  not ab le s. ”

The  ne w sp ap er  was  su sp en de d by  th e  G ov er nm en t on a ch ar ge of  ha vi ng  
sp re ad  fal se  r um or s.

The  fic tio n th a t no th in g w as  am is s in  So ut h Vie tnam  w as  pre se rv ed  th ro ug h 
1959 an d we ll in to  1960. P re si den t Diem as su re d  his  peop le in  a m aj or speech 
in 1959 th a t hi s ru le  had  bro ught a “c ou ntr yw id e re tu rn  to  pe ac e and se cu ri ty .”

A tta ck s by arm ed  Vi etc on g bands on G ov er nm en t out po st s and as sa ss in at io ns 
of vi lla ge  official s so ar ed  in  I960. Acc ording  to  offic ial re port s,  th e  Gov ernm en t 
su ffered  7 ,526 c as ual ti es  a nd  lo st  4,853 wea po ns  t h a t ye ar .

The  Gov ernm en t claimed  to  hav e in fl ic ted 14,535  casu alt ie s on  th e  Vietc ong 
an d ca ptu re d  921 we ap on s in  re tu rn . The  fig ures  wer e no t re le as ed  fo r pu bl ic a­
tion  u nti l la te  in  1962.

EXT ERN AL TH REAT  SEEN

Th e Pen ta go n ha d decid ed , on th e  b as is  o f th e K or ea n w ar , th a t th e  mo st lik ely  
th re a t to  Sou th  Vie tnam  w as  an  in va si on  from  th e  Com m un is t no rt h. Despi te  
w ar ni ng s th a t th is  might  la te r pr ov e a d is as te r.  U ni te d S ta te s m il it a ry  mi ss ions  
in Sou th  V ie tnam  sin ce  1955 had  th u s  t ra in ed , or ga ni ze d an d eq uipp ed  t h e  So uth 
Vie tnam es e Ar my  to  m ee t su ch  a n  e x te rn a l th re a t.

W he n th e  inva sion  did not m ate ri a li ze  an d th e  th re a t ca me in st ea d from  
st ea dily  gr ow in g guerr il la  fo rc es , th e  V ie tnam es e re gu la r ar m y,  or ga ni ze d in to  
co nv en tion al  divi sion s an d co rp s and ro ad bo un d th ro ug h it s  th ousa nds of  Uni ted  
S ta te s su pp lie d vehic les , w as  a t a los s.

A vi si t to  So uth Vie tnam  in  M ay  of  th a t year by  Ly nd on  B. Jo hn so n,  th en  Vice 
P re si de nt,  br ou gh t pr om ises  from  P re si den t Diem of  adm in is tr a ti ve an d po lit ical  
re fo rm s to  win  su ppor t fo r h is  re gi m e in  th e co un trys id e.  In  re tu rn , th e U ni ted 
S ta te s pr om ised  m or e a id .

Amer ican  ai d in cr ea se d but  th e  pr om ised  re fo rm s did not com e. The  cor ru p­
tio n.  unpopula ri ty  an d adm in is tr a ti ve  in ep ti tu de of  th e  Ngo  regi me co nt inue d.  
By  th e fa ll  of  1961, th e  si tu a ti on  had  dete ri o ra te d  to  a poin t th a t w as  co ns idered  
cr it ic al .

A high -le ve l mi ssi on  under  Gen. M ax well  D. Tay lo r,  chai rm an  of  th e  Jo in t 
Ch iefs  of  Sta ff,  ar ri ved  a t th e  en d of  Se pt em be r 1961. P re si den t Diem ag ai n 
pr om ised  m ajo r po lit ic al  an d adm in is tr a ti ve  re fo rm s an d th e U ni te d Sta te s com ­
m it te d it se lf  to  m as sive  econom ic and m il it a ry  ha ck ing fo r th e w ar ag ai nst  th e 
Co mmun ist s.

Tho us an ds of  American  off icer s an d me n to  ad vi se  in fa n tr y  un its.  A ir Fo rce 
pi lo ts  to  fly he lic op te rs  an d bo mbe rs  in to  ba tt le  an d U ni ted S ta te s Army  hel i­
co pt er  co mpa ni es  t o giv e th e  V ie tn am es e g re a te r m ob ili ty  again st  th e  elus ive foe  
be ga n to  flow  in to  Viet na m. On ce ag ai n th e  pr om ised  po li ti ca l an d ad m in is ­
tr a ti v e  re fo rm s did n ot  m at er ia li ze .

As th e  U ni ted S ta te s m il it a ry  bu ildup  th a t fo llo we d th e T ay lo r miss ion ga ined  
mom en tum, hi gh -r an ki ng  Am er ic an  off icia ls be ga n to  ex pr es s “c au tiou s opti ­
mism”. Sec re ta ry  o f Defen se  R ober t S. M cN am ar a sa id  on his  fi rs t vis it  to V ie t­
na m  in Ma y. 1962, th a t he  ha d se en  “n ot hin g but  pr og re ss  an d ho pe fu l in dic a­
tion s of  f u r th e r pr og re ss  in  th e  f u tu re .”

A se ri es  of  siza ble m il it ary  vi ct ori es  ov er  th e guerr il la s in th e Me kong de lta 
th a t su m m er  an d ea rl y  f al l in fl at ed  o fficia l Amer ican  o pti mi sm .

Th e se ri es  of  Gov ernm en t m il it a ry  succ es ses w as  m ai nl y du e to  th e fa c t th a t 
th e Vietcon g ha d no t yet  le ar ned  to  cope w ith th e in cr ea se d m ob il ity af fo rded
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Vietnamese troops  by American helicop ters. I t was a fail ing  the  Communists 
lat er  overcame.

The stunning defe at of Government troo ps by the  Vietcong at  Ap Bac, a 
hamlet 40 miles south  of Saigon, on Jan . 2, 1963, fail ed to reduce  official 
optimism.

BEDS BEAT BIGGER FORCE

A vietcong bat talion, outnumbered nine to one by at tacking Government  troops, 
supported  by helicopters, fighter-bombers and  art ille ry,  fought off the  superio r 
forces all day, shot  down five helicopters and slipped away th at  night.

Sixty-five Government soldiers and three Americans were killed  and  100 Viet­
namese wounded. Forty-seven of the Vietcong were killed  and  an  unknown 
number wounded.

Angry American field adv iser s at tribu ted  the  defeat to bungling and moral  
cowardice by Vietnamese commanders. These  commanders were  pol tica l ap­
pointees of the Ngo regime.

United Sta tes mi lita ry chief s in South Vietnam assu red reporters  th at  Ap Bac 
had  been a Government “victo ry.”

Growing pop ula r discontent with the  Ngo family began to come to an issue 
af te r Government troops opened fire and kill  eight Bud dhist dem onstrato rs in 
the  forme r imperial capi tal of Hue on May 8,1963.

The crowd had  been pro tes ting a ban by Pre sid ent Diem, a Roman Catholic, 
on the flying of Buddhis t flags. The inciden t set off a  major cris is between the 
leade rs of South  Vietn am’s Buddh ist clergy and  the  Ngo family.

By th at  time the  mi lita ry advanta ge given to the Government by the  massive  
American buildup had  been overcome by Communist polit ical and adminis tra ­
tive gains in p easan t villages .

VIETCONG STRENG TH EN ED

Through out the spring, summ er and  fal l of 1963 the  Vietcong steadi ly in­
creased thei r political, adminis tra tive and  mi lita ry strength in the country ­
side, especially in the  key Mekong delta.

As the  Buddh ist cris is deepened, several monks burned themselves  to death 
in protest.  A massive crackdown  on Buddh ist and  other diss iden ts brought 
United Sta tes  support fo r the  Ngo regime to  an end.

In  two days of shooting, Nov. 1 and 2, 1963, the Diem regime was overthrown. 
Both Pre sid ent Diem and his bro the r and prin cipa l adviser, Ngo Dinh Nhu, were 
assassinate d. A milita ry junt a under Gen. Duong Van Minli took over.

Taking advantage  of g ains  they  had  made and  the dislocation  af te r the  coup, 
the Vietcong then began a ma jor  offensive in the  nor the rn Mekong del ta.

When the Uni ted Sta tes mi lita ry buildup began in South Vietn am in Novem­
ber, 1961, the  situ ation had been considered  “cri tical” because the Vietcong 
had become stro ng enough to ini tia te  no fewer tha n 1,782 att acks  and small- 
scale inc iden ts in  that  month.

But  in November  1963, af te r two yea rs of massive American mi lita ry and eco­
nomic aid, the number of Vietcong att acks and  incidents jumped to 3,1S2 for  the 
month.

Las t Jan . 30, Maj. Gen. Nguyen Khanh seized power in a bloodless  coup 
d’etat.

Secreta ry of Defense  McNamara arr ived in March with  a high-ranking Ameri­
can group, prom ising  complete United Sta tes  suppor t for  General Khanh and 
increases in mili tary and economic aid.

[From  the  New York Times, Oct. 9, 1966]

Not a D ove, but  No L onger a H aw k 

(By Neil Sheehan)
Americans, because  they are  Americans, arr ive  in Vietnam ful l of enthu ­

siasm and with the best of intentions . After  a prolonged period of residence, 
they  leave with their  enthusia sm a victim of the  cynicism th at  pervad es Viet­
namese life and with  the ir good inten tions los t somewhere in a  paddy field. I am 
no exception. When I first walked  across the  tarm ac of Saigon’s Tanso nnh ut 
Airport on a warm evening in April, 1962. nervous th at  the custom's officers might
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not ac ce pt  th e  jo u rn a li st ’s vi sa  I had  hurr ie d ly  ob ta in ed  fr om  th e So uth Vie t­
na m es e co ns ul at e in Hon g Ko ng, I be lie ve d in  w hat my  co un try w as  do ing  in 
Vie tnam . W ith m il it ary  an d econom ic ai d  an d a few th ousa nd pi lo ts  an d Army  
ad vi se rs , th e U ni ted S ta te s w as  a tt em pti ng  to  he lp  th e  no n-Com mun ist s Vie t­
na mes e bu ild  a viab le  an d in dep en dent  nati on-s ta te  an d def ea t a  Com mun ist  
guerr il la  in su rg en cy  th a t wou ld  su bje ct  th em  to  a do ur  ty ra nny. T his  see me d 
to  me  a w or th y ca us e and so m et hi ng  th a t ne ed ed  to be done  if  o th er So ut he as t 
A sian  peop les  were to be  al lo wed  some free do m of  choic e in det er m in in g th eir  
co ur se  in hi st or y.  A lth ou gh  I oft en  dis ag re ed  w ith th e im pl em en ta tion  of  
Amer ican  po lic y du ring my fi rs t tw o years  in Vie tnam , I w as  in  ac co rd  with  
it s ba sic a im s.

I rem em be r di st in ct ly  th e th r il l of  cl im bing  ab oa rd  a U.S . Arm y he lico pt er  in 
th e cool of  th e mor ni ng  an d ta k in g  off ac ro ss  th e  rice  fie lds  w ith  a So uth Vie t­
na mese batt a li on  fo r a day ”s jo ust in g  w ith  th e  Vi etc on g guer ri ll as.  The re  was  
hope  th en  t h a t th e  no n-Com mun is t V ie tnam es e m ig ht  wi n th e ir  w ar . I was  p ro ud  
of th e yo un g Amer ican  pi lo ts  si tt in g  a t  th e  co nt ro ls  in th e  co ck pi t an d I was  
g ra te fu l fo r th e  op po rtun ity to  w itnes s th is  adven tu re  an d to re port  it.  We  
are  fig ht in g now , I us ed  to  th in k,  and  some da y we  will  tr iu m ph and  th is  wi ll be 
a bett er c ou nt ry .

The re  w er e man y di sa pp oin tm en ts  th os e fi rs t tw o ye ar s,  bu t whe n I le ft  
V ie tnam  in  19G4, I was  st il l, to  us e th e cu rr en t par la nc e,  a ha wk.  I re tu rn ed  to 
Sa igo n in 1965 fo r anoth er  ye ar . No w I ha ve  le ft  ag ai n,  an d muc h has  ch an ged. 
The re  w er e 17,000 Amer ican  se rv icem en  in V ie tn am  a t  th e tim e of  my  fi rs t 
depart ure  and th ere  are  now 317,000 an d I, w hi le  no t a dov e, am  no lo ng er  a 
ha wk.

I f  I had  be en  w is er  and could  have fo re se en  th e pr es en t co ns eq ue nc es  of th a t 
ea rl ie r an d re la tivel y  sm all -sca le  Amer ican  in te rv en tion  in th e  aff air s of th is  
co un try,  I do ub t th a t I wou ld  ha ve  b een en th usi ast ic  duri ng t ho se  fi rs t two ye ar s.  
I re al iz e now,  per hap s be ca us e th is  past  year has  im pr es se d up on  me more fo rce­
fu lly th e re a li ti es of  th e  w ar an d of  Vie tnam es e socie ty,  th a t I w as  na iv e in be­
lie ving  th e  no n-Co mmun ist  V ie tn am es e co uld def ea t th e  Com mun is t in su rg en cy  
an d bu ild  a  dec en t a nd  p ro gr es sive  s oc ia l st ru ctu re .

At a fa re w el l d in ner  befor e my  seco nd  d epart u re  f ro m  Sa igo n, th e  co nv er sa tio n 
d ri ft ed  to th e  en dles ly  di sc us se d b u t ne ve r re so lved  prob lem of  ga in in g th e 
sy m pa th y of  th e  pea sa nt ry . My host  w as  a Vie tnam es e ge ne ra l, in vol un ta ri ly  
re ti re d  th ro ugh th e vag ar ie s of  Sa igon  po lit ic s. To  am us e us . he  re co un ted an  
ep iso de  th a t had  oc cu rred  in  mid-1953  w hi le  he  w as  co mman de r of  Fr an co -V ie t­
na mes e troo ps  in  th e prov in ce  of  B ui ch u in  w hat is now Com mun is t N or th  Vie t­
nam.

T ha t ye ar , th e  V ie tm inh guerr il la s,  as th e  Vietco ng  were fo rm er ly  ca lle d,  ac ­
ce le ra te d th e ir  land -r ef or m  pro gr am . Com m un is t ca dre s be gan co nf isca tin g th e 
rice  fie lds  of  la nd lo rd s and div id in g th em  up  am on g th e pea sa ntr y . To  comp ete  
w ith  th e V ie tm inh an d to  ar ous e some popula r su ppor t fo r th e  ca us e of  hi s 
feeb le G ov er nm en t an d fo r F ra nc e,  th e  pr o- Fre nc h Empe ro r.  Bao  Dai , issu ed  a 
de cree  re du ci ng  la nd  re n ts  fr om  th e  tr ad it io n a l 40 to  50 per  ce nt of  th e  ric e cro p 
to  15 p er  cent .

Buich u w as  a pre do m in an tly R om an  Cat ho lic prov ince . T he tw o pr in cipa l 
la nd lo rd s th ere  were th e Catho lic  B isho p and th e fa th e r of  th e  In te ri o r M in is te r 
in Ba o D ai’s Go vernme nt . My host  kn ew  he  wou ld  ha ve  to  ga in  th e  Bisho p’s co­
op er at io n if  he  w as  suc ce ss fu lly  to  e nf or ce  th e decre e.

“ Im po ss ib le ,” sa id  th e Bisho p. “H ow  ca n I fe ed  3.000 pri es ts , nu ns , semi ­
n ari an s and co oli es  on 15 per  ce nt  of t h e  cro p? ”

“I  ag re e,  You r Ex ce lle nc y,” sa id  my ho st , “i t w ill  be  dif ficult . B ut pe rh ap s it  
is be tt e r to  m ak e sacr ifi ce s now w hi le  th ere  is  st il l tim e.  I f  we do n’t do som e­
th in g to  w in  th e  sy m pa th y of  th e pop ul at io n,  yo u may  lose  mor e th an  yo ur  rice. 
You may  lo se  y ou r B ish op ric , y ou r l and  a nd  p erh ap s e ve n yo ur  hea d.”

“I m po ss ib le ,” sa id  th e Bi shop . “I w il l w ri te  to  th e In te ri o r M in is te r. ”
Thre e m on th s la te r,  fo r a tt em pti ng  to  im pl em en t th e  de cree  de sp ite  th e 

B isho p’s op po sit ion,  my  fr ie nd  w as  remov ed  on th e in it ia ti ve  of th e In te ri o r 
M in is te r.  By  th e fo llo wing su m mer , th e  V ie tm inh w er e so st ro ng in Bu ich u 
th a t th e  Fre nch  de cid ed  to  evac uat e th e  prov ince . The  Bi shop , hi s pr ie st s,  nu ns  
an d se m in ari ans fled to H an oi  an d th en ce  to  Sou th  Vie tnam  whe n th e Genev a 
ac co rd s sh ort ly  th ere aft e r se aled  F ra n ce ’s defe at a t D ienb ienp hu  an d div ided  
Vie tn am  a t  the  17 th Par al le l.

Ove r th e  13 yea rs  sin ce  1953. th e  U nited  S ta te s ha s su pp la nt ed  F ra nce in  Vie t­
na m. Yet  am on g th e Vie tnam es e them se lv es , th e  two op posin g side s hav e ch anged 
li tt le .



HARRISON E. SALISBURY’S TRIP TO NOR TH VIETNAM 69

Precolonial Vietnam was administered  by mandar ins drawn from the mer­
chant and land-owning families. When Prance  colonized the country in the 19th 
century, much of this native aristocracy became, in effect, colonial civil servants , 
intermediaries between their  own people and the foreigner. During the Fir st 
Indochina War these Vietnamese, with a stake in the tradit ional  society which 
a French presence would preserve, cooperated with France. Now the same 
Vietnamese, for identical  reasons, cooperate with the United States.

Air Vice Marshal Nguyen Cao Ky, the current Premier of South Vietnam, 
was a French pilot. On occasional visits to the countryside he appears  before 
the peasants in a trim black flight suit wi th a lavender scarf around his neck and 
a pearl-liandled pistol  a t his waist—a kind of Asian Captain Marvel.

The Deputy Premier, Lieut. Gen. Nguyen IIuu Co, and other generals in the 
Saigon military junta, were officers or sergeants in the French colonial forces. 
Their fondness for French cuisine, snappy uniforms and cocktail parti es and 
receptions creates a pale but faithful  reflection of the social round of colonial 
days. They are the Vietnamese who have inherited the worst of two cultures— 
the pretentiousness of the native mandarins and the rigidity of the French 
colonial officers and adminis trators.  Premier Ky and the earlier successors of 
Bao Dai have also promulgated rent-reduction and land-reform laws at  the 
urging of American advisers eager for social progress. All of these measures 
have been sabotaged because the regimes were and are composed of men who 
are members of, or who are -allied with, mandarin  families tha t held title to 
properties they have no intention of renouncing. While there a re some patrio tic 
and decent individuals  among them, most of the men who rule Saigon have, like 
the Bourbons, learned nothing and forgotten nothing. They seek to reta in what 
privileges they have and to regain those they have lost.

In Vietnam, only the Communists represent revolution and social change, 
for better or worse according to a man’s politics. The Communist par ty is 
the one truly  national organization tha t permeates both North and South 
Vietnam. The men who lead the party today, Ho Chi Minh and the other 
members of the Politburo in Hanoi, directed the struggle for independence from 
France and in the process captured much of the deeply felt nationalism of the 
Vietnamese people. Perhaps because of this, the Communists, despite thei r 
brutal ity and deceit, remain the only Vietnamese capable of rallying millions 
of their countrymen to sacrifice and hardsh ip in the name of the nation and the 
only group not dependent on foreign bayonets for survival.

It is the  tragedy of Vietnam tha t what began as a war of independence from 
France developed, as a result of its Communist leadership, into a civil con­
flict. Attempts to describe the current war as a geographically based struggle 
between North and South Vietnam breaks down almost immediately when it is 
recalled tha t Premier Ky and several other important members of his Govern­
ment are North Vietnamse by birth, who fled south afte r the French defeat, 
while Pham Van Dong, the Premier of North Vietnam, was born in the South. 
The war is, rather a struggle between different elements of the Vietnamese peo­
ple as a whole.

The division of the country into two separate states at the 17th Para llel in 
1954 was a provisional arrangement ending one scene in the drama. Viet­
nam’s larger political realities extended then and still extend now in both d irec­
tions across the demarcation line. North Vietnam controls and supports with 
men and mater iel the Vietcong guerr illas in the South because the Vietcong 
leaders, although native  Southerners, are members of the Vietnamese Communist 
party and obey orders from the Politburo in Hanoi.

In 195S the late President Ngo Dinh Diem organized a Committee for the 
Liberation of North Vietnam, and since 1960 the Saigon Government, with 
American connivance and aid, has been smuggling saboteurs and commando 
teams into the North in a so-far vain effort to instigate a guerri lla movement 
among the N orthern Catholics and mountain tribesmen. The opposing sides, in 
short, have never recognized the 17th Para llel as a permanent boundary and have 
violated the fron tier whenever it suited them.

Communist leadership of the anti-colonial movement led to the involvement 
of Vietnam in the large r context of the cold war and brought the intervention of 
the United States, first to aid the French and then to develop and support a 
non-Communist administration and army in the South. For its own strategic 
and political ends, the United States is thus protecting a non-Communist Viet­
namese social structure tha t cannot defend itself and tha t perhaps does not 
deserve to be defended. Our responsibility for prolonging wha t is esesntially a
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civil conflict may be one of the major reasons for the considerable amount of 
confusion, guilt and soul-searching among Americans over the Vietnam war.

I know this is true  in my own case and in the case of many Americans of my 
acquaintance who have lived for long periods in Vietnam. We are continually 
chagrined to discover tha t idealism and dedication are largely the prerogative  of 
the enemy. The American soldier makes the lack of aggressiveness of the Gov­
ernment forces the butt  of unending gibes. He grows to hate “Charlie,” the 
G.I. slang name for the Vietcong guerrilla and the North Vietnamese regular,  be­
cause “Charlie” kills his friends, hut he soon learns to respect Communist bravery 
and cunning.

An American general recently paid a strange tribute to a Vietcong guerrilla  
who held up an entire  U.S. Army infantry  company for an hour in the jungle 
north of Saigon. The guerrilla  was the lone survivor of several Communists 
defending a hunker. He fired off all his own ammunition and tha t of his dead 
comrades, and hurled back a t the Americans the grenades they tossed into the 
hunker. He was finally killed while throwing rocks in a last gesture of defiance 
“If  one of our men had fought like tha t,” the general said, “he would have been 
awarded the Medal of Honor.”

Since the beginning of last year, Hanoi has increased the size of its regular  
army contingent in the South to a total of about 47,000 men. In the face of 
sustained bombing of the road and rail system in the North and the IIo Chi Minh 
Trai l through Laos, the Communists continue to infiltrate men a t an estimated 
rate  of 4.500 to 5.000 a month. Many of these young men are conscripts who 
march south because of pressure on themselves and the ir families. Yet, once in 
the South, they fight well, and desertions are few despite the hardships and the 
severe losses through disease and battle . The Vietcong guerrillas  have also man­
aged steadily to expand the ir forces through recruitment and conscription.

The Saigon regime, on the  other hand, has experienced g reat difficulty in in­
creasing the strength of its armed forces because of a very high desertion rate. 
Desertions a re greatest among conscripts, an indication tha t the average South 
Vietnamese feels littl e or no commitment to defend his own society. About 85 
percent of Saigon’s armed forces are, consequently, volunteers who take up 
arms for pay. This gives the Government forces a dis tinctly mercenary cas t that  
affects both their attitude  toward the population and, except for a few elite units, 
thei r performance in combat.

From the contrast in behavior of the  two sides, I can only conclude tha t Viet­
namese will die more willingly for a regime which, though Communist, is at 
least genuinely Vietnamese and offers them some hope of improving their  lives, 
than  for one which is committed to the galling statu s quo and is the creation of 
Washington. The official assertion tha t the Communist soldier endures the 
appalling conditions of his daily life and behaves so commendably in combat out 
of terror of his superiors becomes patently ridiculous to anyone who has wit­
nessed a battle.  Terro r may drive a man to march toward the enemy’s guns, but 
it will not make him fight valiantly. The course of the conflict has made apparen t 
that the Communists a re able to arouse and to exploit the native Vietnamese 
qualities of hardihood and resilience, and to convince large numbers of the’” 
people tha t the  cause of their Government is just.

Most non-Communist Vietnamese are incapable, because of the values of the 
society in which they live, of looking beyond individual and family interests. 
Their overwhelming concern with “me and my rela tives” deprives the  society of 
a social consciousness Americans take for granted in their own culture  and fosters 
the corruption and nepotism that  exist throughout the administration. The 
disease of corruption appears to be worsening in direct proportion to the burgeon­
ing amounts of American aid flowing into the country. Stories of embezzlement 
are legion and repeatedly embitter Americans.

Province and distr ict chiefs’ positions are frequently sold to the highest 
bidders by those responsible for making the appointments. The incumbent is 
then expected both to recoup the cost of his job from corruption and to make 
payoffs to the higher officials who sold it  to  him. Some American officials with 
long experience in Vietnam estimate  tha t about 20 per cent of United States 
aid supplied for counter-insurgency projects in the countryside finds its way 
to the Vietcong and tha t another 30 to 40 per cent is diverted by Government 
officials. Cement, roofing, steel bars and other building mater ials destined 
for schools and refugee housing mysteriously end up on the open market  or 
in priva te villas and apartm ent buildings. “What gets down to the poor son 
of a bitch in the paddy field,” one official said, “is a trickle.” A U.S. Army 
Special Forces captain once told me how he had arranged for rice to be flown
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in American planes to a camp of several thousand refugees In a remote area 
who were suffering from malnutrit ion. The local dist rict chief confiscated the 
rice and sold it to the refugees at exorbitant prices.

While Americans worry about winning the war and creating an effective 
Vietnamese Government tha t can gain the support of its people, the mandarin 
families tha t run the regime have a different set of priorities. In one im­
portan t province on the central coast this spring a rare honest and effective 
Vietnamese official, who was a favorite of the Americans, was fired because 
he began to talk about corruption by the two senior military  commanders 
in the region. He was replaced by a cousin of one of the generals.

Numerous complaints from the American Embassy led Premier Ky to warn his 
fellow generals at one meeting of the jun ta tha t they were embezzling too much 
and should exercise some restraint.  Their reply was tha t they had to think  
of their families. Vows by the Premier  tha t corrupt officials will be shot have 
brought periodic headlines in the Saigon newspapers and the execution of one 
Chinese businessman and a half-dozen common hoodlums. Ordinary Vietnamese 
assume tha t Premier Ky has found it imprudent to arrange firing squads for 
some of his colleagues on the junta. One general’s wife is sometimes referred 
to as “Queen of the Payoff.”

Promises of land reform are solemnly reported in the American press and 
are apparently taken with some seriousness in official circles in Washington. 
I have often wondered why, since the promises are never carried out and the 
speeches made today are practically identical in content and phrasing to those 
made four years ago by some other Government leader. To gain their  own 
ends, Asians frequently tell Americans what they think Americans want  to 
hear. The Vietnamese, possibly because of thei r greater experience with Ameri­
cans, seem to have developed a par ticu lar talen t for this. Last April, during 
one of his more candid moments, Premier Ky told a group of correspondents: 
“Never believe what any Vietnamese tells you, including me.”

In February, amid the hoopla following the Honolulu conference tha t was 
to lead to an intensive program of social, political and economic reform, the 
junta organized a “Social Revolution Day” in Saigon. Two thousand civil 
servants, soldiers, students and religious leaders were assembled on the lawn 
of the former presidential palace in the center of the  city. The social reformers 
arrived  in their  Mercedes-Benz sedans and, dressed in well-tailored suits  or 
bemedaled uniforms, began to read the usual speeches. The scene had a dis­
turbing  atmosphere of deja vu. Within 10 minutes, a segment of the crowd, 
less polite than the rest, began walking out in boredom. The police, having 
apparently anticipated what would happen, had locked the gates of the palace 
grounds. No one was  allowed to leave until the speeches had ended, despite a 
good deal of shouting and arguing back and forth through the steel bars.

The current social system discriminates against the poor and prevents social 
mobility. The mandarin families resist all efforts to change it, since it works 
in their favor. Although the United S tates has spent millions of dollars building 
primary schools in Vietnam, for example, i t has been unable to bring about any 
fundamental reform of the Vietnamese educational structure, which makes cer­
tain tha t the sons of the prosperous, and almost no one else, will achieve the 
secondary education necessary to social advancement—whether in the army, 
the civil service or the professions.

Sending a peasant boy to primary school and then making it virtua lly im­
possible for him to achieve a decent secondary-school education fosters discon­
tent, rath er than  lessening it. There is considerable evidence tha t many young 
Vietnamese of peasant origin join the Vietcong because the Communists, who 
have been forced by the  na ture  of thei r revolution to develop leadership from the 
countryside, offer them the ir best hope of avoiding a life on the rung of the ladder 
when they began—at the  bottom.

A friend of mine once visited a hamlet with a South Vietnamese Army 
major who is one of the few field grade officers to defeat the system by rising 
from a humble beginning. The major spoke to the farmers in peasant dialect 
instead of in the sophisticated urban Vietnamese most Government officials use.

“You’re not a major,” said one fa rmer in astonishment .
“Yes, I am,” said the major.
“No. you’re not.” said the farmer. “You talk like a peasan t and no peasant 

could become a major.”
A drive through Saigon demonstrates another fashion in which the social 

system works. Virtual ly all the new construction consists of luxury  apartm ents,  
hotels and office buildings financed by Chinese businessmen or affluent Vietna-
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mese with relatives or connections within the regime. The buildings are destined 
to be rented to Americans. Saigon’s workers live, as they always have, in fetid 
slums on the city’s outskirts.

Since 1954, the United States has poured more than $3.2 billion of economic 
aid into South Vietnam, but no Saigon regime has ever undertaken a low­
cost housing project of any size. The Singapore Government, in contrast, is 
erecting thousands of low-cost housing units  for its people.

While Vietnamese with influence prosper in the cities and towns, the war 
has created a different world in the countryside. It  is a world in which the 
masses of the peasantry no longer live—they endure.

Each afternoon, in the air-conditioned press-briefing room in Saigon, the 
United States Military Command releases a communique reporting that  300 
or more “enemy struc tures” have been destroyed by American fighter-bombers 
or by the guns of Seventh Fleet  warships  tha t day. The stati stics  imply sound 
military progress until a visit  to the countryside reveals tha t what is meant 
by an “enemy struc ture” is usually a peasant hut in a hamlet the Communists 
control, or which the American and South Vietnamese authorities suspect the 
Communists control.

No comprehensive s tatis tics on civilian casualties are available. The nature 
of the war would make the assembling of such statis tics very difficult, but the 
military authori ties have also never seriously attempted to gather them.

An indication of what  civilian casualtie s may be, however, is given by the fact 
tha t American and other foreign medical teams working in three-quarters  of 
the country’s 43 provinces t rea t 2,000 civilian war-wounded each month. If one 
accepts the normal military ratio of one dead for two wounded, the monthly 
figure is 1,000 civilian dead.

The number of wounded handled by the medical teams, I believe from my 
own observation, is merely a fraction of the total. The medical terms treat only 
those wounded who reach the hospitals in provincial capitals. There are un­
doubtedly many more who never get that far. These victims are helped a t Gov­
ernment district headquarters  of militia outposts, or by Vietcong field hospitals 
and dispensaries—or they simply survive, or die, without treatment. Most of 
the wounds I have seen in the provincial hospitals are the type a victim could 
survive for two or three days without medical attention. Wounds tha t require 
rapid treatment  are not usually  in evidence, presumably because the victims 
die before they can obtain hospitalization.

Although civilians are being killed and wounded by both sides, my own investi­
gations have indicated tha t the majori ty of civilians casualt ies resul t from 
American and South Vietnamese airst rikes  and artill ery and naval gunfire. 
Last November, I found one fishing village in Quangngai province, on the central 
coast north of Saigon, in which at least ISO persons—and possibly 600—had 
been killed during the previous two months by airc raft  and Seventh Fleet de­
stroyers. The five hamlets tha t composed the village, once a prosperous com­
munity of 15,000 people, had been reduced to rubble.

The gun and the knife of the Vietcong assassin are, in contrast, far  more 
selective than cannon and fragmentation bombs; the victims are  usually limited 
to Government officials and sympathizers. It  has been estimated that, over the 
past decade, about 20,000 persons have been assassinated by Communist terrorists . 
This is a gruesome total, but the annual average is a great  deal lower than 
the probable yearly number of ordinary civil ian victims of the war.

Lack of sufficient American troops to occupy and hold ground when it has 
been wrested from the Communists is one of the major reasons for the extent 
of damage to civilian life and property. Once a battle has ended, the American 
and South Vietnamese troops withdraw. The theoretical follow-up by South 
Vietnamese terr itor ial forces, police and admin istrators to pacify the region 
does not materialize except in a very limited number of instances, and the Viet­
cong guerrillas  and thei r North Vietnamese allies move in again. The Americans 
eventually re turn and the same region is thus fought over repeatedly.

It  would be easy to blame the  American mi litary authorities for the destruc­
tion, but this would not be fair.  The Vietcong and the North Vietnamese 
regulars habitually fortify hamlets with elaborate trenchwork and bunker sys­
tems. Infa ntry  attacking in classic style across open paddy fields would suffer 
prohibitive casualties. Under these circumstances, milita ry commanders can 
only be expected to use whatever force is at their disposal.

Gen. William C. Westmoreland, the United S tates m ilitary commander in Viet­
nam. has ordered tha t all possible care be taken to avoid killing and wounding 
the innocent and that,  whenever feasible, civilians be warned to leave their
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hamlets prior to airs trik es and artil lery  bombardments. Unfortunately, General 
Westmoreland’s order  has sometimes been ignored by subordinate commanders.

Hamlets are also habitually bombed and shelled at  the request of a South 
Vietnamese province or dist rict chief who has been told by some paid inform er 
tha t Communist troops are present there. Information from informers is 
notoriously unreliable, the peasants  are  often not responsible for the presence of 
the Communists and, since ground units do not exploit the bombings and shell­
ings, these attac ks seem to have negligible milita ry value. American officials 
excuse the practice by claiming tha t the Vietnamese, as the legal autho rities, 
have the right to destroy thei r own hamlets, even if Americans perform the 
destructive acts—a fine bit of legalism tha t ignores the basic moral issue. I 
have occasionally thoug ht tha t the practice results  largely from the cynicism of 
South Vietnamese officialdom and a superfluity of ai rcr aft  and ar tillery.

The extra ordin ary firepower of American weaponry, whose ferocity must be 
witnessed to be comprehended, is anothe r contributing factor to widespread 
civilian suffering. On an average day, U.S. warplanes alone loose 175 to 200 
tons of explosives on the South Vietnamese countryside. Then there  are the 
thousands of a rtill ery  and naval shells a nd the hundreds of thousands of rounds  
of mortar and small-arms ammunition. The cratere d landscape seen from an 
airplane window is an excellent advertisement  for  the ingenuity of American 
munitions makers.

The flow of refugees from the countryside is the most eloquent evidence 
available of the gradu al destruction of ru ral society under the impact of the war. 
The number of refugees has now passed the million mark. It  takes a grea t 
deal to make a Vietnamese peasan t forsake his land and the graves of his 
ancestors.

Most refugees I have questioned told me tha t the Vietcong taxed them and 
made them work har der  than  usual, but tha t they could live with the  Communists. 
They left thei r homes, they said, because they could no longer bear American 
and South Vietnamese bombs and shells.

If resettled properly, the refugees could conceivably develop into an asset for 
the Saigon Government. Yet, true  to its usual behavior, the regime neglects 
them and the majo rity are left to shift  for themselves. Refugee slums have 
risen in the cities almost as fa st as G.I. bars.

Deserted hamlets and barren rice fields, now a common sight, are other  evi­
dence of what the war is doing to rural South Vietnam. In several provinces 
on the norther n cent ral coast as much as one-third of the rice land has been 
forsaken. The American policy of killing crops in Communist-held areas  by 
spraying them with chemical defoliants from airc raf t is hastening this process. 
During the first six months of this year 50,000 acres were destroyed.

The corrosive effect on the country of the American presence is not confined 
to military operations. Economically and culturally, the advent of the Amer­
icans has introduced maladies only time can cure. One is inflation. The primi­
tive economy, alrea dy seriously disrupte d by the war, has now been swamped 
by the purchasing power of tens of millions of dollars being dispensed for the 
construction of bases, airfields and port  facilitie s and by the free spending 
of the individual American soldier.

This year the United States will pump a minimum of $140-million into the 
Vietnamese economy to cover the locally generated costs of the construction of 
new bases and the maintenance of existing ones. This sum constitutes  about 
one-seventh of the country’s entire  money supply. American troops are them­
selves currently spending another $7-inillion a month.

The moral degeneration  caused by the G.I. culture  tha t has mushroomed in 
the cities an d towns is another malady. Bars and bordellos, thousands of young 
Vietnamese women degrading themselves as bar girls and prostitutes, gangs of 
hoodlums and  beggars and children selling their older sis ters and picking pockets 
have become ubiquitous featu res of urban life. I have sometimes thought, 
when a street  urchin with sores covering his legs, stopped me and begged for 
a few cents’ worth of Vietnamese piastres, tha t he might be better off growing 
up as a political commissar. He would then, at least, have some self-respect.

Rarely in any war has the name of the people been evoked more by both sides 
than in the Vietnam conflict. Yet the Vietnamese peasantry , who serve as 
cannon fodder for Communists and non-Communists, remain curiously mute— 
a hushed Greek chorus to their own tragedy.

The conditions of life in Vietnam will probably always make an accura te as­
sessment of the peas ants ’ attitu des toward the war impossible to obtain. I 
have received the impression, however, on visits to accessible hamlets, th at
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many of the  pea san ts are  so weary of the  fighting they would accept any sett le­
ment th at  brought  them peace.

Las t March, I spen t two days in one ham let  south  of the  por t of Danang  on 
the  cen tral  coast. A company of U.S. Mar ines  had  seized the  hamlet from the 
Vietcong six months previously, and a Government pacifica tion team,  protected 
by the Marines, was working there . In  three years , the  hamlet had  changed 
hands three times. There  were  almost no young men in th e community . Rough­
ly half of the fami lies had sons, bro thers or husbands  in the  Communist ranks. 
The remaining families  were about equa lly divided between  those with neu tra l 
att itudes  and those  who were Government  sympathizers.

The morning af te r I arrived, the  peasant s, under the  supervision of the Gov­
ernm ent pacification workers , began constructing a fence around the  hamlet 
perimeter to keep out Vietcong infi ltra tors. Through an int erp reter,  I asked 
two farmers among a group of old men, women and child ren digging postholes, 
if they thought the fence would be of an y use.

“Maybe it will ,” one said, “but I don’t think so. A fence won’t keep out the 
Vietcong.”

“What did the  Vietcong make you do when they control led the ham let? ” I 
asked.

“They made us pull down the fence we had put  up before, and dig trenches 
and lay booby traps ,” the second f arm er said.

“Well, if you don’t thin k the fence will  do any good,” I asked, “why are  you 
put ting  it up ?”

“We are  ju st  plain  farmers,” the  first pea san t said, glancing apprehensively 
at a policeman a few feet away with a carb ine slung  ac ross his arm. “We have 
to obey any Government here .”

As he spoke, a Vietcong sniper, hidd en in a patc h of sug ar cane beyond the 
paddy fields, fired two shots. The old men, women and child ren scurried for 
cover, thei r fear  and lack of enthus iasm  for  fence-building evident on the ir 
faces.

Dur ing a tou r of South Vietnam in 1963, Gen. Earle  G. Wheeler , cha irman of 
the Jo in t Chiefs of Staff, referre d to the  conflict as a “dirty  litt le wa r.” While 
the Vietnam conflict may be even di rti er  now th at  it was  in 1963, it can no 
longer be term ed lit tle.

Reliable sta tis tic s are very elusive  in Vietnam, but I would est imate  that  at 
leas t 250.000 persons have been killed since the  war began in 1957. Last year, 
according to official figures, 34,585 Communis ts were killed and the  Saigon Gov­
ernm ent forces  suffered 11,200 deaths. Through mid-September of this year, 
again according to official sta tist ics , 37.299 Vietcong and Nor th Vietnamese 
regular s have died in battl e and 7,017 Government troops  have been killed.

American losses remained a t a rela tive ly low level until 1965, when the  Johnson 
Adm inist ration committed ground combat units and  began to cre ate  an expedi­
tionary corps. That year, 1,369 American servicemen died in North and South 
Vietnam and neighboring Laos, and 6,114 were wounded. This year,  as  American 
offensive operations have picked up str ide  with  the strenthening of the  logistica l 
app ara tus , casualt ies have soared to 3,524 killed  and 21,107 wounded, through 
mid-September. American dead are now avera ging  nearly  a hundred  a week and 
can be expected to increase as the e xpeditionary corps grows and more Amer icans 
are  exposed to hostile fire.

The at tit ud es  of the leadersh ip in Hanoi and Washington indicate  th at  the 
contest is fa r from being resolved. The ra te  at which North  Vietnam is infil­
tra tin g its regula r troops into  the South  and  the willingness of the United States 
to engage its  own ground forces and to esca late  the ai r wa r aga ins t the  North 
portend seve ral more years of  se rious  bloodshed. The world may hope fo r peace, 
but  nei the r side has yet hu rt the oth er sufficiently to prevent it from continuing. 
Both sides  are trap ped  in a dilemma created by their  history and  political and 
stra teg ic considerat ions.  Washing ton cann ot withdraw its troops from South 
Vietnam, as Hanoi  demands, without making cer tain an eventual Communist 
seizure of power there and negating  a ll the  efforts of the las t decade to main tain 
a fr iendly  Governm ent in Saigon.

Hanoi ’s best chance  o f winning now lies in prolonging the  bloodletting to the 
point  where the American public will tir e of a wa r for  a  small land  whose name 
most Americans cannot even pronounce correctly  (the y tend to say “Veetnam” ). 
If  the  North de-esca lates the  fighting it will remove the principa l source of 
polit ical pre ssure on the  Johnson Adm inis trat ion—the number of coffins being 
flown home from Saigon. Without the  killing, the United States migh t be able  to 
occupy South  Vietnam indefinite ly. The fac t th at  60,000 U.S. troops are sta-
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tioned in South Korea brings no demonstrators into the stree ts and arouses no 
anxiety among American mothers, because the shooting in Korea has stopped.

A year ago, I worried that the patience of the American people would run out, 
tha t Ho Chi Minh would have his way and tha t the United States would lose the 
Vietnam war. This fea r no longer troubles me nearly as much. I have the 
feeling tha t somehow we can muddle through this grim business. We may not 
win in Vietnam as we won in World War II , ye t we may well prevail. Given our 
overwhelming military superiority, it is entire ly possible tha t Washington, over a 
period of years, may be able to destroy the Vietcong and North Vietnamese main- 
force units in the South, and to transform wha t is currently a military sound but 
politically weak position in to one of some, if doubtful, pol itical strength.

Rather, my quiet  worry concerns what we are doing to ourselves in the course 
of prosecuting and possibly some day winning this war. In World War I I and in 
Korea the aggression of one state against  another  was an established fact. The 
United S tates acted with clear moral justification and Americans fought as they 
always like to think they fight—for human freedom and dignity. In Vietnam 
this moral superiority  has given way to the amoral ity of great  power politics, 
specifically, to the problem of maintaining the United States  as the paramount 
power in Southeast Asia. The Vietnamese people have become mere pawns in 
the struggle. Whatever desires they might possess have become incidental. The 
United States can no longer make any pretense of fighting to safeguard South 
Vietnam’s independence. The prescence of 317,000 American troops in the 
country has made a mockery of its  sovereignty and the military junta in Saigon 
would not last a week without American bayonets to protect it.

Precisely because the  Saigon Government represents nothing beyond its admin­
istration and army, the United States has had to fall back on i ts own military 
force to maintain  its position and to win the war. Washington can dispense the 
latest  in weaponry, but the Fir st Air Cavalry Division and the Third Marine 
Amphibious Force cannot inspire the loyalty of the Vietnamese peasantry, and 
General Motors cannot manufacture decent non-Communist Vietnamese leader­
ship, effective government and dedication. Only Vietnamese can supply these 
and the non-Communist Vietnamese have proven themselves incapable of provid­
ing them.

Thus, in the final analysis, American strategy in Vietnam consists of creat ing 
a killing machine in the form of a highly equipped expedit ionary corps and then 
turning this machine on the enemy in the hope tha t over the years enough 
killing will be done to force the enemy’s collapse through exhaustion and 
despair. This strategy, although possibly the only feasible alternative open to a 
modem indust rial power in such a situation, is of necessity brutal and heedless 
of many of its victims.

Despite these misgivings, I do not see how we can do anything but continue to 
prosecute the war. We can and should limit the violence and the suffering 
being inflicted on the civilians as much as possible, but, for whatever reasons, 
successive Administrations in Washington have carried the commitment in Viet­
nam to the point where it would be very difficult to prevent any precip itate 
retreat from degenerating into a rout. If  the United States were to disengage 
from Vietnam under adverse conditions, I believe tha t the resulting political 
and psychological shockwaves might undermine our entire position in Southeast 
Asia. We shall, I am afraid, have to put up with our Vietnamese mandarin 
allies. We shall not be able to reform them and it is unlikely tha t we shall be 
able to find any other Vietnamese willing to cooperate with us. We shall have 
to continue to rely mainly on our milita ry power, accept the odium attached to 
its use and hope that someday this power will bring us to a favorable settlement.

But I simply cannot help worrying th at, in the process of waging this  war, we 
are corrupting ourselves. I wonder, when I look at the bombed-out peasant  
hamlets, the orphans begging and stealing on the streets of Saigon and the women 
and children with napalm burns lying on the hospital cots, whether the United 
States or any nation has the right  to inflict this suffering and degradation on 
another people fo r its own ends. And I hope we will not, in the name of some 
anti-communist crusade, do this again.

PRA ISE FOR CH AIR MAN ’S CONDUCT  OF COMM ITT EE

Senator Morse. Those are all my questions. But in closing the 
hearing  this morning, and you can close your ears for a moment, 
Mr. Chairman, but because of certain observations t ha t have become
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a mat ter of public record, I want the record to show th at I highly 
commend your leadership of th is committee and the manner in which 
you are conducting these hearings, and your inte rrogation of witnesses.

They have been fact-searching questions. They speak for them­
selves. But to characterize them as slanted questions, in my judgment, 
is answered by a reading  of the questions themselves.

I want the record also to show that  you have followed the procedure, 
as chairman of this  committee, tha t the committee itse lf has approved, 
because when there was an attempt within the committee to limit 
members to a ten-minute rule, it was rejected and there was the ap­
proval tha t each man should be his own judge  of the necessary period 
of time that he found necessary to take  to complete the approach t ha t 
he wanted to make in the examination of the witnesses, which is the 
way it should be.

Furthermore, as one who is ready any time to support a resolution 
tha t would br ing to an end our system of  seniority in the Senate, so 
long as i t exists, I am going to see th at  it  is enforced, and there is not 
a single member of this committee, I  care not how junior he is, who 
is not given the opportunity to question a witness before the witness 
is excused by the committee.

Just the other afternoon, for example, the Chairman called the com­
mittee back in session because we could not finish all the examination 
of the  morning session, and some members did no t come back for that 
questioning. That is thei r responsibili ty, and I imagine they were 
very busy and could not come back.

But I think it is very unfor tunate, Mr. Chairman, to have the no­
tion go out across this  country that  the chairman of this committee 
is not conducting these hear ings in complete consonance with  the in­
structions of the committee.

I want to say tha t the overwhelming majority of this  committee 
have time and time again expressed thei r complete confidence in the 
work of the chairmanship of the  Senator from Arkansas. I want the 
record to show that he and I  do not always agree on substantive mat­
ters, but  I  want him to know that I  have great admiration for  his fai r­
ness and impartiality in carrying  out his duties as cl iainnan of this 
committee.

The Chairman. I apprecia te th at statement  from the Senator from 
Oregon.

I know it is difficult to please so many in such a large committee, 
and some people get impatient. But it is unfortuna te tha t this is 
necessarily so. I suppose I was impatient, too, but I do not know 
any better  answer to it than  the rules we have.

I must say tha t the  effort to discredi t this witness because of some­
thing another journalist said did not appeal to me very much. It  
did not seem to me th at that was the purpose of this hearing.

I just have one or two things fo r the record.
You have reported, I believe, your experiences to the State Depart­

ment, have you not ?
Mr. Salisbury. I have, yes, sir.
The Chairman. That is what I  thought.

D IS TIN C TIO N  BETW EEN  M IL IT A R Y  AND N O N M IL IT A R Y  TAR GET S

In  following the questioning of the Senator from Missouri, which 
was quite searching and obviously extremely well prepared , with full
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statistics, it occurred to me tha t the assumption that this  Nation can, 
or any nation can, perfo rm this pinpoint bombing efficiently to the 
point of not killing large  numbers of civilians is an unwarran ted 
assumption. This is an assumption of perfection which conditions 
simply do not justify . Is tha t true? In  other words, it could not be 
otherwise. It  is j ust not tha t good.

Mr. Salisbury. I do not see how it could. My observation of all 
milit ary matters is that  wars are won by the fellow who makes one 
less mistake than the othe r guy.

The Chairman. Bu t to believe, as the policy Stated, t ha t now we 
are going to target  only mil itary targets is difficult. In  the first place, 
you have a very difficult job in determining the dis tinction between a 
milit ary and a nonmilitary target , do you not ?

Mr. Salisbury. You do, indeed.
The Chairman. As you a lready described everybody with a bicycle 

could be considered a m ilitary objective, because as you said, the war 
would end if they stopped the bicycles, did you not ?

Mr. Salisbury. Th at is righ t, absolutely.
The Chairman. So th is seems to me to be the concept of what had 

been called surgical bombing to avoid the k illing  of civilians, is basi­
cally faulty.

Mr. Salisbury. I agree.
The Chairman. You agree with tha t ?
Mr. Salisbury. I  agree with it.
The Chairman. Then why argue about all of these little details. It  

cannot be done. We are—I hesitate to say—arrogant in assuming 
such perfection, but we are. It  is just  something than  cannot be done. 
No other country can do it.

Mr. Salisbury. Th at is r ight.
The Chairman. I do not want to pursue this matter.

CONTENTIO N THA T NORTH  AND  SOUT H ARE ONE PEOPLE

I think t ha t if it  has no t been put in the record, your article dated 
January 5, on your interview with Mr. Tien, should be put in the 
record. It  is a  sho rt one. I think we will p ut the whole series in the  
record. They ought to be there because they are very interest ing, an d 
should be in one place to refer to.

(The articles referred to appear  in the appendix.)
I  was par ticu larly interested in this passage which you wrote, and I 

wondered whether you have any second thoughts about i t :
“He”—tha t is, Tien—“emphasized tha t north and south were one 

people and one nation  and engaged in a common stragg le and said 
tha t this was why each had the right to demand aid from the o ther.”

Did you pursue this question of whether they are  one people or not ?
Mr. Salisbury. I did not go much f urther  with it  than  what is indi­

cated in tha t article.  This is the basic assumption that  you find in 
speaking to anyone in North  Vietnam, that  it is all one nation, but from 
the practical  standpoint both the people in the Fron t and in Hanoi re­
alize tha t it has been divided, and i t was my impression th at they are 
prepared to see it stay divided for a considerable period o f time and, 
indeed, th at they have no specific plans for put ting  i t together again  
at the present moment.

74-6S7 —67----- 6
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PREM IE R P H A M  VA N DONG IN TERV IE W

The Chairman. In th at connection, I also want the Pham Van Dong 
interview inserted in the record.

(The document referred to appears in the appendix. )

DIF FE RENCES BE TW EE N A N O R TH ERN ER AN D A SO UTHER NER

The Chairman. Well, this is at least a tenable position on their 
par t tha t it is a country, a single country,  with a re latively homoge­
neous racial background. Is tha t correct '?

Air. Salisbury. That is true , although the differences between the 
north and the south, the sort of cultu ral differences, are somewhat 
greate r than  I expected to find. I found tha t I could quite  readily 
identify a southerner in the northern atmosphere.

Senator Morse. Tha t is true in this  country, is it not ?
Mr. Salisbury. I have heard tha t, sir.
The Chairman. I was going to ask you, are the differences any 

greater or less than  they are in this country ?
Mr. Salisbury. They are less.
The Chairman. Wait a minute. The differences are less ?
Mr. Salisbury. The differences are less than  they are in this country. 

[Laughter.]
Senator Morse. Don't overtry your case.
The C hairman. Maybe I had better not press you on tha t by speci­

fying in what respect.

mr. Salisbury's contribution to the committee

It  is very interesting. There are a lo t of  o ther questions. It  is too 
late, I think. It  is a quar ter past  one. I find, Mr. Salisbury, your 
articles to be extremely interesting , and I think  your testimony this 
morning has been most enlightening.

It  is very difficult fo r us, and 1 feel as i f I were operating in the 
dark, not having available people who have had any firsthand informa­
tion about what we are dealing with in this whole affair. So you 
really have made a great  contribution to this  committee.

So you really have made a g reat contribution to this  committee.
I hope tha t the country will take notice not only of  your articles, 

but of your  testimony this morning. We are very grateful to you for 
coming and giving us your time.

I know it is very unpleasant and, from the point of view of  time 
and comfort, to have the insinuation made in some way tha t your 
testimony is compromised by your association with Herbert Matthews, 
or anybody else. I apologize fo r it,  but there is no feasible way under 
our system tha t I can prevent it.

APPRO VAL OF  CO NSU LA R TR EA TY  URG ED

I have one last question on another matter. You need not answer it, 
but it is a matter before us, and I ask it only because of your long- 
service in the Soviet Union and other places.

Would you care to express your opinion about the wisdom of our 
approving the Consular Trea ty presently  before us? You would be



HARRISON E. SALISBURY’S TRIP TO NOR TH VIETNAM 79

perfectly justified in not answering it, but you do know about the 
conditions in  Russia, you know about the conditions tha t Americans 
encounter in traveling there, living there, the possibilities of espionage. 
You know all of the aspects. It  is only for  tha t reason that I ask. 
Do you think it is wise or not for us to approve the Consular T rea ty 4 

Mr. Salisbury. I would say tha t it would be very wise on several 
counts. I think  it  would be good from the standpoint of general rela ­
tions with the Soviet Union. I think i t would be very good as a step 
toward normalcy.

I would say so fa r as I  myself am concerned, if I  had to  go and visit 
the Soviet Union I would feel much safer and much bette r protected 
if I knew there were additional  American consuls or tha t there were 
American consulates available in the Soviet Union.

I wish they had been there in the years when I worked there. 1 
think it is a very useful function that  they serve.

I do not really see what the basis of the opposition may be. I know 
the question has been raised of the consuls, the Soviet consuls, in this 
country and the danger  of espionage. But it would seem to me we 
have wonderful agencies in this country who are dedicated to prevent ­
ing espionage, and I  should th ink tha t this would be within their com­
petence and ability to handle it.

The Chairman. Senator  Pell is here. I had  not noticed your coming 
in.

Senator P ell. I  am late.
The Chairman. I apologize.

PRAISE FOR MR. SALISBURY

Senator Pell. I am late and I just  wanted to say how much I , too, 
benefited from reading Mr. Salisbury’s articles, and I congra tulate  
him on their  clarity. I wish him well.

The Chairman. Thank you very much.
Well, Mr. Salisbury , we are greatly  in your debt. Thank  you so 

much.
The committee will meet tomorrow, in our regular room, to hear 

certain witnesses in opposition to the Consular Treaty.
The committee is adjourned.
(Whereupon, a t 1 :20 p.m., the committee adjourned.)





A P P E N D I X

Report on U.S. War Crimes in Nam-Dinh  City

(Committee for the Investigation of U.S. Imperialis ts’ War Crimes in Vietnam of 
Nam Ha Province, October 1966)

In their air  war of destruction  against  the DRV, the U.S. aggressors and the ir 
henchmen have perpe trated innumerable crimes: massacre of civilians, destruc­
tion of property, devastat ion of populated areas, many prosperous towns and 
villages in North Vietnam. Namdinh city is one of the ir victims.

It  is a densely populated area with a population consisting of 93,000 mostly of 
women and children crowding an area of over 5 square kilometers. Namdinh’s 
population density is very high : 17,000 people per square kilometer. The city lies 
in the middle of an expanse of paddy fields on the right bank of the Red River, 
South of the Dao canal, South West of the Bay River, and 30 kms from the 
seacoast.

Namdinh is also a well known textile city. After the last  devastat ing 9 year 
war, it spent 11 years restoring and expanding its Textile Complex. Series of 
new factories have been built. Nearly all of the population of Namdinh are 
workers and handicraftsmen working in factories among which the Textile Com­
plex which employs 13,000 workers of whom 70 percent are women. Handicra fts­
men alone number nearly ten thousand.

Namdinh is also a famous cul tural  centre of North Vietnam. It  boasts ancient 
historical sites and natura l beauty spots such as the “Scholar Campus”, the 
Scholar Lane, The Vixuyen Lake etc. * * * The talented poet Tran-ke-Xuong 
was born there. Continuing Namdinh’s cultu ral tradition, general education 
schools have been vigorously developed, Namdinh city has 2 schools of the third 
level, (5 schools of the second level and 20 of the f irst level, with a total enrolment 
of 24,0(56 pupils. Besides there are many vocational schools such as assis tant-  
doctor school, technical school No 3, school of Architecture etc. Nam Dinh city 
has a big polyclinic with modern equipment and numerous beds, sanitary stations , 
materni ty houses, nurseries,  kindergartens, cinemas, theatres and other  public 
utilities. The workers’ living quar ter is one of the city’s biggest installa tions.

I . U .S . W AR CRIM ES

U.S. war crimes against the religious and non-religious people have kept on 
increasing. Up to July  20, 1966, in 1.135 sorties, they carried out 270 strafings 
and dropped over 2,000 bombs of all types (some localities received thousands of 
shrapnel bombs), fired 1.800 rockets and hundreds of missiles on many villages, 
dykes etc. Their ai r attac ks against Nam Dinh city have been more atrocious 
for the civilian population.

In the early days of 1965 the peaceful life of Nam Dinh’s people began to be 
directly menaced by the U.S. aggressors.

On Janu ary 17. 1965 at  10:37 a.m. (local time) a reconnaissance plane flew 
over the city at  the alti tude  of 16 kms. On May 14, 1965, 4 jets  carried out 
another reconnaissance flight over the city.

After a few months of reconnaissance, on June  28, 1965, at 7 :30 a.m. (local 
time) when it  was cloudy and raining hard  2 F.105s and 2 F.4Hs from 11 kms 
south of the city launched 2 Bullpup missiles on the living qua rters  of the t extile 
workers. The first surpr ise attack killed 10 civilians including 2 old men and 
3 children, and wounded 12 others. During th is raid , 5 members of the family of 
weaver Hoang Thi Sinh were killed (3 children among them).

From early 1965 to September 20. 1966, the U.S. aggressors conducted 33 a ir ­
raids over Nam Dinh city (11 times in 1965 and 22 times in the first 9 months of 
1966). If night attacks are to be mentioned, from 3 night air  strikes in 1965, 
they were brought to 11 in the first 9 months of this year.

81
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The  A m er ic an  ag gr es so rs  b om bed and  s tr a fe d  m an y de ns ely pop ul at ed  d is tr ic ts  
of  th e  ci ty  lik e H an g Th ao , Hoa ng  Van  Thu , H an g Cau  st re et s,  th e w ork er s’ 
livi ng  q u a rt e rs  an d so on. The y bomb ed  th e  Tex ti le  Co mp lex  whe n th e  w ea ve rs  
w er e w or ki ng  and blew up  th e dy ke  pro te ct in g  th e cit y.  Th e U.S . ag gr es so rs  
w en t to th e le ngt h of  de st ro yi ng  hosp ital s,  sch ools,  nu rs er ie s,  k in der gar te ns an d 
ev en  ch ur ch es  and pa go da s.

In  t h e ir  bo mbing s an d st ra fing s of  t he  c ity th ey  h av e us ed  v ar io us  u lt ra -m od er n 
pl an es  su ch  as  A.4A, A.6A, A.3J,  F.105,  F.4H . RB .57  * * *. The y ha ve  sh ow ered  
ov er  Na m Din h mor e th an  700 bomb s to ta li ng  200 ton s, in cl ud in g MK.81, MK.82, 
MK.83, MK.84 * * *, fire d 54 Bul lp up s and  248 ro ck et s.  P art ic u la rl y , in  th e tw o 
ra id s of  Aug us t 4, 1965, an d May 31, 1966, th e  Am er ic an s flew in as  man y as  27 
pl an es  of  al l ty pe s an d po ur ed  mor e th an  one hundre d bombs on th e  ci ty  each  
tim e.

In  an  a tt em pt to  carr y  out  th e ir  ex tr em el y sa va ge  sch em es,  U.S . pi lo ts  ha ve  
de libe ra te ly  an d wicke dly re so rt ed  to  su rp ri se  at ta ck s.  Fro m  th e 7th Flee t, 
U.S. Nav y a ir c ra ft  mad e a qu ick da sh  th ro ugh 30 km s from  th e co as t to  th e  cit y, 
fly ing  a t va ri ou s low  alt it udes an d in  dif fe re nt direc tion s alon g th e bas in s of  th e 
Red  R iv er  and Day  Ri ve r, or  a t tim es  ve ry  high , hi din g them se lv es  am id st  dar k 
clo ud s in  ra in y  da ys  or in m or ni ng  m is t. Mos t d is ast ro us fo r th e ci vil ia ns we re  
th e 14 sn ea ky  nig h t ra id s by  Yan ke e m urd ere rs  be tw ee n mid-1965 an d Se ptem ­
be r 20, 1966.

D ur in g th e  33 a bo ve sa id  a ir  a tt ack s ag a in s t Na m Dinh,  they  cau se d m an y los ses  
in  l ives  an d pr ope rt y t o th e ci ty ’s in hab it an ts , 89 pe rs on s w er e ki lle d,  am on g the m 
23 ch ildr en , 36 wo me n, an d 405 wou nd ed , am on g th em  81 wo men, 44 old  men an d 
41 ch ild re n.  881 dw ell ing ho us es  (a cc ounting  fo r 13 p er c en t o f th e  c ity ho us ing)  
w ith an  a re a  of  86,847 sq uar e m et re s,  w er e de st ro ye d,  leav in g 12,464 in habit an ts  
home les s.

Lo sse s i n ho us in g a ft e r th e tw o ra id s  on  H an g Tha o an d Hoa ng  V an  T hu  s tr ee ts  
alon e am ou nt ed  to  m ill ions  o f d on gs  (V ie tn am es e c u rr en cy ).

Man y in dust ri a l an d hand ic ra ft  en te rp ri se s were at ta cked  lik e th e Tex ti le  
Complex .

T og et he r w ith  dozens  of  mos t sa va ge  a tt acks on dy ke s an d hydra u li c  wor ks  in 
Na m H a prov ince , U.S.  pl an es  bomb ed 3 tim es  th e dy ke  ne tw or k su rr oundin g th e 
cit y,  se riou sl y th re ate n in g  th e li fe  of  t h e  in hab it an ts  in th e p ro vi nc e and th e city.

W hi le  st ra fi ng  Na m D in h’s po pu lous  quart ers , th e  U.S . ag gr es so rs  did  no t 
sp ar e ho sp ital s,  schools, nurs eri es and  k in der gar te ns.  Th e c it y ’s hos pi ta l was  
bomb ed t wice , an d it s co ns ul ting  roo m, m ate rn it y  roo m an d X -ray  ro om  da maged . 
Tha n Quoc Toa n,  Ng uyen Va n Cu. Ho T un g Man schools  were al so  de st ro ye d by 
th e Yan ke es . A k in der gar te n  in th e  T ex ti le  Co mp lex  w as  bomb ed  tim e an d 
a g a in ; m an y bu ildi ng s ra ze d to th e  gr ou nd  an d eq uipm en t da mag ed . F o rt u ­
na te ly , a ll  th e  ch ildr en  ha d been ev ac uat ed  to sa fe ty . As pu bl ic  w el fa re  fa ci l­
iti es , ho sp ital s were bui lt  in sp ec ia l a re as w ith vi sibl e Red  Cross  m ark in g ; 
scho ols and  nurs eri es bo re  no  sign  whi ch  m ig ht  ca us e them  to  be  m is ta ke n fo r 
m il it ar y  ta rg ets . Ch urch es , pa go da s,  ho ly  si te s w ith re lig io us  symbo ls ha ve  been 
in dis cr im in at el y  st ra fe d , da m ag ed  and  wreck ed  by U.S . plan es .

Fol lo win g a re  som e ty pi ca l a ir  ra id s  in  which  th e U.S . ag gr es so rs  merci le ss ly  
bom bed  an d st ra fe d  s ev er al  p op ul at ed  q u a r te rs :

(a ) T he  A pr il 14 ,19 66  a ir  r a id  ov er  H an g T ha o st re e t w as  one of th es e bigges t 
del ib era te  U.S. a tt acks on hu m an  li ve s.

H an g Tha o st re e t was  a  p op ulou s one , w ith  a po pu la tion  of  17,680. Pe op le ha d 
ev ac uat ed  be fo re  A pr il 14, 1966, an d th ere  w er e on ly 2.300 le ft . The y w er e wor k­
ers  an d handic ra ft sm en  wh o had  to  st ic k to  th e ir  fa ct ori es , en te rp ri se s an d co­
oper at iv es  to  live  a nd  w ork .

B ef or e a tt ack in g  H an g Tha o st re e t,  U.S . a ir c ra ft  had  carr ie d  ou t 7 re co nn ai s­
sa nc e fli gh ts  ove r Na m Dinh .

A t 10 :35 a.m . (lo ca l ti m e)  on  Decem,ber 1. 1965, 2 F.8U s flew in  fro m 
th e  S ou th  W es t;

A t 7 :02 a.m . (lo ca l tim e)  on Dec em be r 12, 1965, 2 A.4s  flew  in  fro m th e 
Sou th  E a s t di re ct io n of  th e  c i ty :

A t 10 :32 a.m . (loc al  tim e)  on Dec em be r 18, 1965, 6 a ir c ra ft  flew over th e  
th e  c i ty ;

A t 2 p.m . (lo ca l tim e)  on Ja n u a ry  12, 1966. 2 F. 4s  flew  ov er  th e  So uthe rn  
p a r t of  th e  c it y ;

A t 3 :3 5 p.m.  (lo ca l tim e)  on F ebru ary  4. 1966, 2 fo ur -p la ne  fo rm at io ns  
opera ti ng  in th e  So uth E ast an d So uth W est, 20 ki lo m et er s fro m th e ci ty , 
dr op pi ng  a n ti -r adar m ate ri a ls  on th e c i ty ;
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At 1 :05 p.m. on February  18, 1966, 2 F.SUs flew from the  South  West to 
the  North, 9 kms from th e c it y ;

At 1:06 p.m. on Feb rua ry 7, 1966, an unmanned plane  flew over the  city. 
At 6:30 a.m., when those who had just  come back from a nigh t sh ift  were still  

sleeping, those who were  about to work were having breakfast , women were 
gett ing ready for  their shopping o r for  the ir house work, and children  were  get­
ting  ready for  the  kinder gar tens or infan t classes, two U.S. plane s came flying 
at  low* alt itude along Ninh Binh Highw ay No. 10 and fur tive ly int rud ed into 
Hang Thao, Hang Cau, Tra n Hung  Dao street s and Ben Thoo area , dropped 8 
MK.84 bombs killing 49 people, among them 15 child ren, 8 old men, 20 women, 
wounding 135 people, and destroying 240 houses on an are a of 31,440 squ are  
metres  in which 810 households with 4,129 people were living.

Recal ling Hang Tha o str ee t raid , no.body can forget the grievous losses caused 
by the U.S. aggressors.

Mr. Tra n Dang  Van, 30, married to Nguyen Thi Kim Dung living at  No. 
28 Hang  Thao street, was manager  of Van Tuong Tailoring Co-operative . 
On April 14, which was the  ann iversary of his fa th er ’s death,  his bro the rs 
and sis ters  gather ed at  his house. On April 14 morning,  Van went to his  
shop. Having finished feeding her baby, his sis ter  Hoi was gett ing read y for 
her  shopping. He r husband Xanh was sit ting in a hammock, fondl ing his 
first  baby, Vo Th i Thu  Ha, w’ho was five mon ths old. The tw*o sis ters were  
busy buying thin gs for  the  ann iversary of thei r fa th er ’s dea th at  Dragon  
Market , when suddenly they  hea rd a terr ible .bomb explosion. Seeing high 
columns of smoke in  H ang Thao  s tre et direction, they  rushed home. In thei r 
street they  saw’ demolished houses  and corpses all over the ground. Wh at 
remained of thei r houses was only heaps  of debris.  Dung rushed to the 
tailorin g co-operativ e’s shop ; it was also demolished. Together with the  
cadre s of the  dis trict,  she calmly cleared the  ruins and it was not  until  8 
a.m. on April 15, 1966, th at  she found her  h usband’s body still  holding a pa ir 
of scissors in a hand . As for Hoi, toge ther with her  relatives, she cleared the  
debris of her house  and at  9 a.m. on April 14. 1966, she found Xanh’s corpse, 
stil l holding  lit tle  Thu  Ha, both wrapped up in the  hammock. Nam Dinh 
citizens will neve r forget what Hoi sa id : “I didn’t expect th at  the  dea th 
ann iver sary  of my fathe r w’ould also be th at  of my husband, bro the r and first  
child ”.

Mrs. Nguyen Thi Quy, 36, became a widow in 1963, when she was expec ting 
her  fou rth  baby Kieu Dung. She worked h ard  to  bring  up her fou r children : 
Nguyen Cao Th ang,  11; Thanh Huong. 8; Thanh Thuy, 6, and Kieu Dung, 3.

• In May 1965, she evacuated her  thre e dau ghters to Ninh Cuong vi llage, True 
Ninh dis tric t. Thang  w’ent  to  Thanh Hoa to live with his gre at uncle. She 
remained in the city  to produce joss-sticks. After some months as she missed 
them very much, her mother agreed to let h er bring back her three dau ght ers  
to the  city to spend some days with her.

The three chi ldre n w’ere very happy,  they sang and danced all day long. 
On April 14, they got up early . No sooner had Mrs. Quy gone down to the  
kitchen to t ake the pot of soup, t han a bomb exploded by her,  wounded her  in 
a leg. With the  help  of a stick  she  came up to see w ha t had happened to her  
child ren but  found no t races of them. The people in her street had to spend 
a lot of time digging out their corpses buried in the  ground. Those thr ee  
pre tty  child ren had  been killed  by U.S. aggressors . There w*ere only thr ee  
pai rs of shoes left.

Mrs. Dang Thi Suu. 42, is Mr. Cay’s wife. He r tw’O elder  children w’ere 
already  working, he r five younger  ones evacuated  to Tha i Binh. He r young­
est ch ild was T ran  Thi To Hoan,  4 years old. In the  beginning of April 1966, 
as she had measles , Mrs. Cay brough t her  back to the  city to look af te r her. 
From the  evacuation  place, her  bro the r Thai , 13, came to the city to brin g 
her  back. No sooner had Tha i stepped out of the  house with  his sis ter  on 
his back, tha n both  were killed  by U.S. bombs. Lit tle  Hung. Mrs. Suu ’s 
second son, was k illed  by a bomb sp linter  piercing his side and ano the r blas t­
ing off his upper jaw . Mrs. Suu became almost mad and togethe r with  the  
cadres of the di str ic t she took her  children  to th e infirm ary. Ha rdly had she 
laid them in bed, when the  fi rst-aid  cadre s car ried her  husband in. He suf ­
fered from a bomb blast and was  wounded in the  head by bomb spl inte rs. 
Mr. Cay a sked his wife:  “How are  chi ldren?” Fac ing t he  f amily’s tragedy , 
in orde r to set her dying husband’s mind at peace she an sw ered : “Don’t 
worry  dear, they a re  all rig ht” . Not long a fte r that,  Mr. Cay died. Togethe r
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w ith  th e  ca dre s of  th e  d is tr ic t,  Mrs.  Cay  bur ie d her  hus ba nd  and ch ild ren.  
She su pp re ss ed  her su ffer in g and  re su m ed  gi vi ng  fi rs t-aid car e to  ot her  
vi ct im s of  th e  H an g Th ao  s tr ee t ra id .

On A pr il 14 morning , li tt le  B in h w as  sl ee ping  by hi s m ot he r T ra n  Thi  Mai , 
32, an d hi s tw o bro th er s Ngu ye n D an g Ngee, 6, an d Ng uyen D an g Tua n,  45 
da ys  old . Al l th e fa m ily w as  so un d as leep , whe n a  MK.84 bomb  ex plod ed  a t 
th e  ba ck  of  th e house , kil ling  th e  th re e  ch ildr en  an d wou nd ing th e ir  mothe r. 
Bef or e Bin h died  he  co uld on ly  s a y : “Sa ve  me,  f a th e r !”. B in h 's  fa th er 
re pr es se d h is  g ri ef  a nd  re su m ed  th e  di gg in g ou t of  vict im s.

Ten s of  o th er ch ildr en  be ca me o rp hans be ca us e th e ir  pare n ts  w er e ki lle d 
by U.S.  bom bs.  Mr . Sa nh  is  a  jo in er . H is  wife , a te x ti le  w or ke r, w as  ki lle d 
by U.S . bomb s an d le ft  him  4 c h il d re n : Ngu yen Va n Binh,  11 ; Nguyen Va n 
Minh . 8 ; Ngu yen Thi  Dun g,  4, and  Ngu ye n Thi  Ho ng, 2. P han  Vie t H ai  an d 
his w ife w er e te x ti le  w or ke rs . The y w er e ki lled  to get her  w ith  th e ir  th re e 
ch ild re n.  The re  su rv iv ed  on ly  th e  yo un ge st  on e bo rn  25 da ys  be fore . L it tl e 
Bi nh , 11 ; not o nly  lo st  hi s p are n ts  in th is  r a id  bu t als o go t tw o wou nd s in th e 
he ad  w hi ch  ca us ed  a  tr aum a. Eac h tim e he  th ought of his  pare n ts  he  
sh ou ted,  as ki ng  p eople  to  ta ke re ve ng e on th e  U.S. ag gr es so rs .

Bes ides  a ho st  of or ph an s,  th e re  a re  nu m er ou s old  peop le an d wo me n wh o 
ha ve  been di sa bl ed  for l if e by U .S.  bombs.

Mr s. Nh un g.  a  te x ti le  w ork er , w as  si x m on th s gone  w ith  her fi rs t ch ild . 
Sh e w as  re tu rn in g  home  fr om  work.  W he n sh e w as  pa ss in g by  th e ci ty  
ho sp ital , a bom b ex plod ed , m an y blo ck s of w al ls  st ro ke  again st  her  an d 
wou nd ed  her spl een. Sh e fa in te d  bu t th e do ctor s ga ve  her  mo st de di ca ted 
ca re . The y rem ov ed  th e w ou nd ed  sp lee n,  too k ou t a li tr e  o f blood c oa gu la ted 
in her  lu ng  an d sh e w as  save d.  One mon th  la te r,  she ga ve  b ir th  to he r fi rs t 
ba by  d augh te r tw o m on th s p re m at ure .

(b ) A m on th  a ft e r th e  a ir  ra id  on  H an g Tha o st re e t,  on May  18, 1905, U.S.  
a ir c ra ft  a tt acked  Hoa ng  Va n Thu po pu lous  st re e t nex t to  it.  Hoa ng  Van Th u 
st re e t w as  fo rm er ly  ca lle d th e  Chi ne se  quart er.  The  st re et which  co ve rs an  
a re a  of  nearl y  400 sq ua re  m et re s w as  in hab it ed  by 1,734 ho us eh ol ds  w ith  7,856 
pe rson s. The  ho uses  th er e w er e b u il t long  ago, w ith som e ac co m mod at in g up  to  
10 h ou se ho ld s co mpr is ing n ea rl y 100 pe rson s. In  the s tr ee t w ere m an y h and ic ra ft  
sho ps , east ern  an d w es te rn  m ed ic ine shops, th re ad -p ro du ci ng  co-ops, th e Tha nh  
Qu an  Te mple of  th e  Ch inese re si den ts  an d th e m un ic ipal  ch ur ch . Awar e of  th e 
pe rf id ious  sch em e of  th e U.S . ag gr es so rs , th e M un ic ipal  A dm in is tr at iv e Co mmit­
tee ha d ev ac ua te d m os t of  th e in h ab it an ts  and had  air -r a id  sh elt ers  dug . On 
May 18. th ere  re m aine d in th e s tr ee t on ly 230 pe rson s. At 11.04 a.m ., wh en  th e 
po pu la tio n w as  eit her lu nc hi ng  or re st in g  an d whe n it  was  ra in in g  he av ily , th e 
st re e t w as  floo ded  an d w ate r fill ed  up  al l a ir -r a id  sh el te rs , fo xh oles  an d tre nc he s, 
tw o F.4 H s fly ing  a t a  60 0-metr e a lt it u d e  sn ea ke d in  an d dr op pe d 8 th in -s lie lle d 
bom bs ca us in g man y ca su al ti es . The  U.S.  ag gr es so rs  a ir -a tt acked  th e ci ty  d u r­
ing he av y ra in , so th e vi ct im s di d no t ha ve  tim e to  ta ke  sh el te r.  Mr . Du e, 38, 
a w or ke r a t a rice -h us ki ng  mill , had  ju s t re tu rn ed  from  his  work.  He was  pre ­
par in g lu nc h in th e ki tc he n whe n he  w as  th ro w n ou t by  a bomb  ex plos ion in  th e 
mid dle of  hi s house . Th e second  bomb  b la st  in fr on t of  th e  C at hed ra l th re w  
him  ba ck  in to  th e fi rs t bomb  c ra te r fu ll  of  w at er . Il is  co rp se  w as  ta ke n ou t 
5 hours  la te r from  w ate r an d ru in s.  He died  le av in g a widow  an d 3 orph an s.  
Mr . Hun g,  upon  hea ri ng th e bo mb  bl as t,  hast il y  jum pe d in to  a tr en ch  fu ll  of  
w at er . A w al l fe ll down  in to  th e  tr en ch  an d he  g ot  d ro wne d le av in g a wi do w an d 
tw o or ph an s.  Am ong  13 pe rs on s ki lled  an d 11 wo un de d,  w as  Ngu ye n Va n Vinh , 
25. wh o had  su rv iv ed  a ft e r th e pr ev io us  a ir  r a id  on H an g T hao  st re et . He m oved 
to  Hoa ng  V an  T hu  s tr ee t a ft e r h is  hou se  w as  des troy ed .

The  a ir  ra id  on Hoa ng  Va n T hu st re e t re su lted  in g re a t m ate ri a l lo ss es : 372 
ho us es  w hi ch  c overe d 46,333 m2 an d ac co mmod ated  1,129 ho us eh ol ds  co ns is ting  of  
5.555  peop le were de st ro ye d or he av ily da mag ed . Th e C at hed ra l ar ea  w as  
bomb ed, th e  Je su s ston e- ca ve rn  co lla ps ed . The  Lac  The in  Te mp le an d th e 
m ee ting  h all  o f the  C hine se  resi den ts  w er e d em ol ish ed .

( c )  The  su rp ri se  n ig h t ra id s co nd uc ted by  th e U.S . ag gr es so rs  inf lic ted  he av y 
lo ss es  on t he p op ulat ion in si de  a nd  o ut si de  th e ci ty .

At 9.24  p.m.  (loc al  ti m e),  on  Se ptem be r 12. 1965, tw o A.6A s sn ea ke d in  
ov er  th e ci ty  an d re le as ed  16 bomb s on th e Tex ti le  C om ple x ki ll in g 6 w or ke rs  
and wou nd ing 28 ot he rs  a t work.  Am ong  th e de ad  was  Mr s. Minh  wh o w as  
fo u r m on th s gone  w ith ch ild .

At 00.50  a.m .. on Ju ly  4. 1966, tw o A.6As flew  in an d dr op pe d 14 bom bs,  
w ou nd in g 11 c iv il ia ns  an d k il li ng  a m ed ical  w or ke r of  the 4 th  liv ing quart ers  
in h is  sl eep .



HARRISON E. SALISBURY’S TRIP TO NORTH  VIETNAM 85

At 11.38 p.m ., on  Ju ly  30, 1066, tw o A.6Ajs dr op pe d 26 bomb s on P hu  Lo ng  
lia mle t. My T an  vil liag e,  in th e ou ts k ir t of  th e ci ty , ki ll in g 12 p er so ns  in cl ud­
ing  a wh ole  fa m ily of  7 a nd wou nd ing 10 o th er s.

(d ) U.S.  p ir a ti ca l a ir c ra f t be side s co m m it ting  m as sa cr es  in  de ns el y- po pu la ted 
a re as in  th e  ci ty , a tt acked  fa ct ori es  an d en te rp ri se s which  pr od uc ed  dai ly  ne ce s­
si ti es  fo r th e people.  The y carr ie d  ou t 10 a ir  ra id s on th e te x ti le  co mplex  on  
which  th ey  dr op pe d m or e th an  100 bom bs,  ca us in g he av y los ses . T hanks to  
goo d an ti -a ir  ra id  pre ca utions , th e  w or ker s did no t su ff er  a ny hu m an  los ses .

(e ) Th e U.S. im peri a li st s al so  a tt acked  th e dy ke  su rr oundin g  th e ci ty  in  an  
att em pt to  s ab ot ag e th e  p ea ce fu l work of  t he  pop ul at io n.  On Ma y 31 a nd Ju ly  14, 
1066, th ey  dr op pe d 6 bo mbs  on  th e  2- ki lom et re  long  dy ke  which  pro te ct s th e  c it y  
aga in s t floods, da m ag in g m an y sect ions . The  po pu la tion  in th e ci ty  sp en t 20 
da ys remov ing 1,200 m 3 of ea rt h  to  re pa ir  th e da m ag ed  part s.  One  da y la te r,  
th e  water -lev el  of  th e D ao  R iv er  ro se  to  0.4 m ab ov e s tr ee t lev el an d co nt in ue d 
to  ri se  to  0.0 m. D uri ng  th e  la s t da ys  of  Ju ly  1066, w he n th e  w ate r lev el kep t 
ri sing , a t 11.38 p.m ., on  Ju ly  20 an d a t 2.26 a.m ., on Ju ly  31, 1066, U.S.  a ir c ra f t 
re pe at ed ly  s tr uck  a t th is  dy ke .

The  de st ru ct io n of  th e  Nam  Dinh c it y ’s dy ke  w as  on ly  p a r t of  th e sy st em at ic  
a tt ack  on th e dy ke s an d ir ri ga ti on  pro je ct s in  Na m H a ; th es e a ir  ra id s se riou sl y 
je op ar di ze d th e li fe  of  th e  urb an  po pu la tion  an d th e pe op le in  Na m H a prov ince .

I I . T H E  U .S . IM PE R IA L IS T S M U ST REP AY T H E IR  BLOOD DEBT

The  U.S.  im per ia li st s ha ve , in th e  co ur se  of  th e ir  ag gr es sive  w ar  again st  
Vie tnam , co mm itt ed  unto ld  cr im es  again st  th e  peop le of Na m Di nh . Th ey  ha ve  
us ed  all  type s of  m od er n je t pl an es  t o  ra in  hundre ds of  ton s of  bom bs,  sh el ls  an d 
ro ck et s on th is  po pu lous  ci ty  of  so ci al is t N or th  Vie tnam , ki ll in g civi lian s,  even  
ne wly-born an d ba bi es  s ti ll  in  th e ir  m oth er s’ wo mb s, m ak in g tens  of ch ildre n 
orp han s in cl ud in g su ck lin gs .

H un dr ed s of  people,  am on g wh om  m an y ch ildre n an d old  fo lk  ha ve  be en  pain ­
fu lly in ca paci ta te d fo r lif e.  Not  s at is fi ed  w ith kil ling  people , t hey  h av e de st ro ye d 
fa ct or ie s,  en te rp ri se s,  hosp ital s,  sch ools,  nu rs er ie s,  th ousa nds of  dw el lin gs  and 
ev en  da m s an d dykes.

The  Na m D in h po pu la tion st il l ke ep  th es e su ffer in gs  en gr av ed  upon  th e ir  
me mo ry. The  ha tr ed  fo r th e  U.S . w ill  be fo r ev er  gr av en  in th e h eart s of  th e  
ix ip ul at ion of th is  te x ti le  ci ty . All  to w n fo lk  a re  det er m in ed  to  defe at th e  U.S . 
ag gr es so rs  in  de fenc e of th e ir  inde pe nd en ce , free do m  a nd  ri gh t to  live . The  U.S . 
im per ia li st s ha ve  be en  d e a lt  te ll in g co un te r- bl ow s:  15 je t pl an es  ha ve  been 
down ed , m an y o th er s sh o t ab laz e,  a nu m ber  of  U.S . pi lo ts  c ap tu re d . Along w ith  
th e fig ht ag ain st  U.S . a i r  a tt acks,  th e  to w n folk  ha ve  ac tivel y in cr ea se d pro du c­
tion  so as  to  sa fe guar d  th e ir  liv es.  In  th e fi rs t six m on th s of 1966, th e ev ac ua te d 
ci ty  pl an ts  an d fa c to ri es ha ve  al l fu lf ill ed  an d ov er fu lf il le d th e  S ta te  plan .

Tog et he r w ith  th e pe op le  th ro ughout th e  co un try,  th e  Na m Din h po pu la tion  
a re  de te rm in ed  to  def en d th e ir  na ti onal ri gh ts  reco gn ized  by th e 1954 Ge neva  
Agree men ts .

The  Com mitt ee  fo r th e  in ve st ig at io n of  U.S . im peri a li st s’ w ar cr im es  in  Na m 
H a prov ince  st ro ngl y de no un ce s to  ho me and  wor ld  pu bl ic  op in ion th e  ex trem el y 
bar baro us an d in hum an cr im es  perp etr a te d  by th e  U.S . ag gr es so rs  again st  th e  
I>eople o f Na m H a pr ov in ce  in  ge ne ra l and o f th e Na m D in h ci ty  in part ic u la r.

T he  U.S. big sh ots  in  th e  W hi te  Hou se  an d th e Pen ta go n will  ha ve  to  an sw er  
fo r th e ir  cr im es  bef or e w or ld  pub lic  op in ion and h is to ry .



A Series of Articles in the New York Times on North Vietnam— 
December 26,1966,- J anuary 18,1967

Correspondent Reached Hanoi on an I.C.C. Plane 
(By Harri son E. Salisbury)

Harrison E. Salisbury, an assis tant managing editor of The New York Times, 
flew Friday to Hanoi aboard an aircra ft of the International Control Commis­
sion, according to a message received in New York.

Mr. Salisbury boarded the commission aircra ft in Pnom-penh, the capital of 
Cambodia. The commission, a truce supervisory organization, is made up of 
delegates of Canada, Poland and India.

Set up under the 1954 Geneva agreement, which ended the French Indochina 
war, i t sends a liaison ai rcraft periodically to Hanoi, where it  maintains an office.

Mr. Salisbury, who won the Pulitzer Prize in 1955 for a series of articles on 
the Soviet Union, applied for a North Vietnamese visa last summer while visit­
ing Pnom-penh, where Hanoi has a diplomatic mission. His passport had been 
validated  earli er by the State Department for travel to North Vietnam. Mr. 
Salisbury was notified last week th at the visa had been granted and he left soon 
afterward  for Pnom-penh.

Visitor to Hanoi Inspects Damage

The writer of the following dispatch, reprinted from yesterday's late 
editions, is an assistant managing editor of The Neiv York Times, who 
reached Hanoi Friday.

(By Harr ison E. Salisbury)
Hanoi, North Vietnam, Dec. 24.—Late in the af ternoon of this drizzly Christ­

mas Eve the bicycle throngs on the roads leading into Hanoi increased.
Riding sidesaddle behind husbands were hundreds of slender young Hanoi 

wives return ing to the city from evacuation to spend Christmas with thei r fami­
lies. Hundreds of mothers had small children perched on the backs of bicycles— 
children being re turned to the city for reunions during the Christmas cease-fire.

In Hanoi’s Catholic churches mass was celebrated, and here and there in the 
small foreign quar ter there were more elaborate holiday observances. Five 
Canadian members of the Intern ational Control Commission had a f at Christmas 
goose brought in specially for them from Vientiane, Laos, on the I.C.C. flight into 
Hanoi yesterday.

VISI TOR S HA VE A PARTY

And in Hanoi’s rambling, old high-ceilinged Thongnhat (Reunification) Hotel 
(formerly the Metropole), there was a special Christmas party  for a handful 
of foreign visitors  who chanced to be here.

But this random evidence of Christmas spiri t did not convey the mood of 
North Vietnam's capital, at least not as it seemed to an unexpected observer 
from the United States.

The mood of Hanoi seemed much more that of a wartime city going about its 
business briskly, energetically, purposefully. Streets  are lined wi th cylindrical, 
one-man air-ra id shelters set in the ground at 10-foot intervals.

The shelters are formed of prestressed  concrete with concrete lids left aja r 
for quick occupancy—and they are reported to have been occupied quite a bit 
in recent days with the sudden burs t of United States a ir raids. There is damage, 
attributed by officials here to the raids,  as  close as 200 yards from this hotel.

Hanoi was laid out by French architects with broad boulevards over which 
arch leafy trees, and with squares, public gardens and pleasant lakes. Today 
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it seems a bit like a mixtu re of the  Moscow and Algiers of World Wa r II.  There  
are  khaki and uniforms everyw here and  hardly a truck moves withou t its  green 
boughs of camouflage. Even pre tty  girl s camouflage their bicycles and conical 
straw  hats.

MA NY  COMB WREC KAGE

Christmas Eve found resid ents  in seve ral pa rts  of Hano i stil l picking  over the  
wreckage of homes said to have been damaged in the  United  Sta tes rai ds  of Dec. 
13 and 14. United  Sta tes  officials have contended that  no att acks in buil t-up  or 
residential Hanoi have been author ized  or car ried out. They have  also sug­
gested that  Hanoi res idential damage in the two rai ds  could have been caused 
by defensive surface-to-air missiles th at  misfired or fell  short .

[Although Amer ican autho riti es have said that  they were satis fied
' no bombs fell  inside Hanoi and th at  only mi lita ry targe ts were atta cke d, 

the Sta te Depar tment  said  Thu rsday that  “the  possibility of an acci­
dent” could not be ruled  out. A spokesman said th at  i f the  bombing had  
caused civili an inj ury or damage, the  United Sta tes  reg ret ted  it.]

This correspondent is no ball istic s specialist, but  inspection of several dam ­
aged sites  and talk s with witnesses make it clea r that  Hanoi residen ts cer tainly  
believe they were bombed by United States planes, that  they cer tain ly observed  
United States plane s overhead and th at  damage cer tainly  occurred right in the  
center of town.

LARGE, SPR AW LIN G CIT Y

Hanoi is a very large, sprawling city. The  city  proper has a popu lation of 
600.000, and the surrounding met ropo litan  are a brings the  tota l to 1,100.000.

The built-up, dense ly populated urban are a extends for  a sub stantial distance 
in all direc tions  beyond the heavy- lined city boundaries shown on a map issued 
by the Sta te Depar tme nt and published  in the  New York T imes of Dec. 17.

For  instance, the Yenvien ra il yard , which was listed as one of the tar ge ts in 
the raid s Dec. 14 and 15, is in a built -up are a th at  continues south west to the  
Red Rive r w ith no visible brea ks in residen tial  qua rters. Much the same is tru e 
of the Vandien truck park south  of the city, which was ano ther listed target.

Oil ta nks  between Yenvien and  Gialam, listed as ano the r target, are  in a simi l­
arly populated region. It  is unlikely that  any bombing att ack on such tar ge ts 
could be car ried out w itho ut civilian damage an d casual ties.

The location of two of the damaged are as inspected today suggests th at  the 
weste rn approaches to the  P aul  Dourner Bridge may have been th e targets.

Both damaged area s lie in the  Hoankiem qu ar ter of Hanoi. Other adm inis ­
tra tiv e quart ers  of the  city  are  Badinh, Haiba and  Dongda. All have suffe red 
some damage.

The first are a inspected was Pho Nguyen Thiap  Stree t, abou t a three-minute 
drive  from the  hote l and 100 yar ds from the cen tra l market. Thirte en houses 
were destroyed—one-story brick and stucco struc tur es for the most part. The  
Phuc  Lan Buddh ist pagoda in the same str eet was badly damaged.

SAYS BOMB EXPLODED

Five persons were repo rted  killed  and 11 injured,  and 39 families  were said  
to be homeless.

Tuan  Ngoc T rac,  a medical  a ssi sta nt who lived a t 46 Pho Nguyen Tliiep Stre et, 
said he was just  going to the  c linic  where  he works when an ai r aler t sounded, 
indicating  planes 25 kilom eters  (about  15 miles)  from Hanoi. He had  stepped 
to the street with  his  medical bag in his hand  when he heard a plane and  flung 
himself  to the ground.

He said  th at  the nex t ins tan t a bomb exploded ju st  over a row of houses, col­
lapsing  n ine on the  othe r side of th e street. Tuan Ngoc Trac  displayed  an Amer­
ican leaflet, which he said he had  found in the stre et, warning  Hanoi res idents  
not to remain in the v icinity of  mi lita ry objectives.

The North Vietnamese say th at  almost simultaneously—also about  3 P.M. 
Dec. 13—about 300 hatch and brick  homes and huts along the Red Riv er em­
bankment, possibly a q ua rte r of  a mile from Pho Nguyen Thiep Str eet  and equally  
dis tan t from the Thongnhat Hotel, were hit. The  principa l damage was  aga in 
done by a bu rst  ju st  above the houses, but  the re were also three ground craters 
caused e ither by rocket bursts o r small bombs.
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T his  ar ea, 200 by 70 ya rd s,  w as lev ele d by b la st  an d fire.  F our pe rson s were 
re port ed  ki lled  an d 10 in ju re d, mos t of  th e re si den ts  ha vi ng  been  a t work or  
in la rg e,  w el l-co ns truc ted sh el te r.

H O U SE  IS  IN SP EC TED

A no th er  da m ag e si te  in sp ec ted w as  in th e Bad in h quart er,  which  is  H an oi ’s 
di pl om at ic  secti on . Th ere,  on K hu c H ao  Str ee t,  lie s th e re a r of  th e  ve ry  la rg e 
Chine se  Em ba ss y com pound, bac ki ng  on th e Rum an ia n Em ba ss y.  Minor  dam ­
ag e w as  do ne  to  th e ro of s of th e  Chine se  an d R um an ia n Em ba ss ie s by  w hat w as  
sa id  to  ha ve  loo ked lik e ro ck et  fire. B ot h em ba ss ies pr od uc ed  fr ag m en ts , wh ich  
th ey  sai d ha d come fro m U ni te d S ta te s ro ck et  bu rs ts .

Als o ex am in ed  w as  a  ho us e on  H ue  Lan e in th e H ai ba  quart e r.  I t w as  re ­
po rted  h it  Dec . 2, w ith th e death  of one pe rs on  a nd  th e wou nd ing of  sev en othe rs , 
in cl ud in g tw o ch ild ren.

C ontr ary  to  th e im pr es sion  give n by  U ni te d S ta te s co mmun ique s, on -th e-s po t 
in sp ec tio n in di ca te s th a t A m er ic an  bomb ing has  been in fl ic ting  co ns id erab le  
ci vi li an  casu al ti es  in  H an oi  an d i ts  en vi ro ns  fo r som e ti me pa st .

The  N orth  Vie tnam es e ci te  as  an  in st an ce  th e  vi lla ge  of  P huxa,  a m ar ket  
gar de nin g su bu rb  poss ibl y fo u r m iles  fr om  th e ci ty  ce nt er . The  vi lla ge  of  24 
ho us es  w as  re po rted  a tt acked  a t 12 :17 P.M. Aug . 13 by  a U ni te d S ta te s pi lo t 
tr y in g  to  bom b a Red  R iv er  dike . The  vi lla ge  w as  de st ro ye d and 24 people 
were ki lled  a nd  23 w ou nded . T he pi lo t w as  s ho t down.

A c ra te r 25 fe et  de ep  w as  re port ed  bl as te d in th e dik e, bu t it  w as  sa id  to  ha ve  
been  fil led  w ith in  th re e  ho ur s.  The  vi llag e has  now be en  co mpletely re bu il t, 
an d has a sm al l mus eu m of  mem en tos of  th e  at ta ck . In  th e  mu seum  is th e  
ca si ng  of  a U ni ted S ta te s fr ag m enta tion  bomb, wh ich  bea rs  th e  leg end, “L oaded 
7/ 66 .” A mon th  a ft e r th a t da te  it  w as  sa id  to  ha ve  fa ll en  on P huxa vi lla ge , re ­
le as in g 300 iron  sp he re s, ea ch  about th e siz e of a ba se ba ll an d ea ch  load ed  w ith  
300 st ee l pe llet s ab out th e  size  and  sh ap e of  bic yc le be ar in gs . Tho se  missi les  
a re  r ep ort ed  to  hav e c au se d mos t o f the  P hu xa ca su al ties .

I t is  th e  re ali ty  of  such  casu alt ie s an d su ch  appare n t byp ro du ct s of  t he  U ni ted 
S ta te s bombing  po lic y th a t le nd  an  atm os ph er e of  grim ne ss  an d fo rebo ding  to 
H anoi’s C hr is tm as  cea se- fire. I t  is  fa ir  to  sa y th a t,  ba se d on ev iden ce  of  th eir  
ow n eyes , Han oi  re si de nts  do not find  mu ch  cr ed ib il ity in  U nited  S ta te s bomb ­
ing commun ique s.

U.S . R aids  Batte r T wo T ow ns  ; Sup pl y R oute  I s L ittl e H urt

Th es e di sp at ch es  de pi ct  tw o as pe ct s o f th e w ar in  "North  V ie tn am —  
th e  ext ensi ve  bo mb ing s an d th e en em y’s speed in  re pa ir in g co mmun ica­
tio ns . The  w ri te r is  an  ass is ta n t m an ag ing ed itor o f The  New  Yor k 
Ti m es . He reac he d Han oi  on  F ri day fr om  Pno mpe nh , Ca mb odia,  on 
a pl an e o f th e In te rn a ti ona l Con trol  Com missio n fo r V ie tn am  a ft er 
hi s v is a  ap pl icat ion ha d been ap pr ov ed  by  Han oi  an d lii s pa sspo rt 
va lida te d by  "W ash ing ton  fo r  tr ave l to N ort h  V ie tn am .

(B y H arr is on  E.  Sal is bu ry )

H an oi , North Vie tn am , Dec. 25.— H anoi’s C hri st m as  qu ie t w as  sh at te re d  a t 
2 :30 P.M . to da y whe n an  a ir  a le r t soun de d,  a n ti a ir c ra ft  gu ns  ro ar ed  an d a 
U ni te d S ta te s pl an e w as  report ed  s hot  down .

R es id en ts  in th e  cente r of  H an oi  re por te d th a t they  ha d hear d  th e sou nd  of  
a ir c ra f t sh ort ly  a ft e r th e a le r t so un de d.  Al mo st im m ed ia te ly , a n ti a ir c ra ft  
gu ns  fired  an d th e U ni ted S ta te s pl an e w as  re po rted  down ed . Ano ther  a le rt  
w as  so un de d wh en  a  second  pl an e ap pe ar ed  ab out 12 mile s from  th e ci ty .

H ano i’s a le rt  w as  appare n tl y  th e sa m e as  th a t touc he d off in Nam dinh , 50 
m iles  to  th e  so ut he as t, w her e th is  co rr es po nd en t w as  in sp ec ting  earl ie r bom b 
da m ag e.  The  al ar m  soun de d a t N am dinh  a t 2 :26 P.M.. whe n it  was  an no un ce d 
th e  p la ne ha d been sigh ted ap pr oa ch in g from  th e  no rth.

M ay or  T ra n  Thi  Do an , a pe ti te  40 -ye ar- old  women, led  a grou p of  off icia ls 
to a sh e lt er be side  th e City  H al l,  w he re  sh e co nt in ue d to  te ll  of  a se ries  of 51 
ra id s on th e  ci ty  up  to  F ri day . No ne of  th e ra id s,  as  fa r as  sh e knew , ha d 
ev er  been an no un ce d in  th e  W es t.

T he  N am di nh  a le rt  co nt in ue d unti l 2 :47 P.M .—w hich  re si den ts  th ought re ­
m ar kably  long  sin ce  fa st -f ly in g pl an es  had  tim e to mak e se ve ra l roun d tr ip s 
fr om  th e vi ci ni ty  of  H an oi  in  th a t pe rio d.  Ho we ver, th is  du ra ti on  may  ha ve
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been occasioned by the reported downing of the American plane. The 2 :26 
aler t a t Namdinh was the third  on Christinas Day. Namdinh officials att ribu ted 
the alerts to American reconnaissance, which they believed had been continued 
despite the Christmas truce.

Christmas wasn’t a joyous occasion for Namdinh although strings of small 
red pennants decorated the old gray, stucco Catholic church and a white Sta r 
of Bethlehem had been mounted on the pinnacle of the tower. Few Americans 
have heard of Namdinh, although until recently it was the third  largest  North 
Vietnamese city.

Mayor Doan regards  her city as essentially a cotton-and-silk textile town 
containing nothing of military significance. Namdinh has been systematically 
attacked by American planes since June 28. 1965.

The cathedral tower looks out on block afte r block of utte r desolation; the 
city’s population of 90,000 has been reduced to less than 20,000 because of 
evacuation; 13 per cent of the city’s housing, including the homes of 12,464 
people, have been dest roye d: 89 people have been killed and 405 wounded.

No American communique has asserted tha t Namdinh contains some facili ty 
tha t the United States regards as a military objective. It  is apparent , on 
personal inspection, that block afte r block of ordinary housing, particularly 
surrounding a textile plant, has been smashed to rubble by repeated attac ks 
by Seventh Fleet planes.

The town lies only 20 miles inland, which may explain why the  Seventh F leet 
seems to have made it its parti cula r target. The textil e plant, whose most 
dangerous output from a milita ry point of view would presumably be cloth for 
uniforms, has been bombed 19 times, but is st ill operating under grea t difficulty.

Other industries, in Namdinh include a rice-processing plant, a silk factory, 
an agricultural-tool plant,  a fruit-canning plant and a thread  cooperative. All 
have been damaged in raids. The least  affected operation is the rice mill, 
which is working at  normal capacity.

Street a fter  st reet in Namdinh has been abandoned and houses stand torn and 
gaping. One deserted stree t is Hang Thao or Silk Street, which was the center 
of (he silk industry. Almost every house on the street was blasted down April 14 
at about 6 :30 A.M. just  as the factory shifts  were changing.

Forty-nine people were killed, 135 were wounded on Hang Thao and 240 
houses collapsed. Eight  bombs—MK-84’s—accomplished this. These are huge 
weapons weighing about 2,000 pounds.

The residents of Namdinh have become specialists in United States weapons. 
They rattl e off names like MK-81, MK-83 and MK-84 and various categories 
of missiles, including Bullpups, as baseball fans do batting averages, most 
attacks  have been carried out by F-105’s and F-4 ’s but B-57’s, A-3’s, A-4’s and 
A-OA’s have also been used.

Another ta rget in Namdinh has been the Dao (Black) River dike. The dike 
has been hit  six times and there have been many near-misses. Breaching of the 
dike would seriously affect the  region’s rice agriculture. However, supplemental 
and reinforcing dikes have been built. And with a plentiful labor force always 
at hand to repai r gaps quickly, the danger of serious damage by air  attack 
seems minimal.

CALLED AN OBJE CT LESSON

Why have American planes devoted all this  unannounced attent ion to 
Namdinh? “Americans think they can touch our  heart s,” Nguyen Tien Canli of 
Namdinh’s City Council said, apparently meaning t ha t Americans thought they 
could intimidate the populace by continuous attacks.

A second suggestion was tha t the unannounced assault on Namdinh was 
supposed to he an object lesson to show Hanoi what United States air  power 
could accomplish if  i t were directed more powerfully to North Vietnam’s capital.

Whatever the explanation, one can see tha t United States planes are dropping 
an enormous weight of explosives on purely civilian targets. Whatever else 
there may be or might have been in Namdinh, it is the civilians who have taken 
the punishment.

A brief tour of Namha Province in which Namdinh lies, shows Namdinh is f ar  
from being exceptional.

President Johnson’s announced policy th at American targets in North Vietnam 
are steel and concrete rath er than human lives seems to have litt le connection 
with the real ity of attacks carried out by United States  planes.

A notable example is Phuly, a town about 35 miles south of Hanoi on Route 1. 
The town had a population of about 10,000. In attacks on Oct. 1, 2, and 9, every
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house and building was destroyed. Only 40 were killed and wounded because 
many people had left town and because an excellent manhole-shelter system was 
available.

The community had no industry, but lay astride a highway and a railroad 
line running from Hanoi, which had a couple of sidings in town. Presumably, 
planes were attack ing the railroad. But in the process they destroyed another 
residential community.

Since bombing is far from an accurate process, at best, and since people in 
Vietnam work, live, study and amuse themselves in the same streets  as those 
on which m ilitary targe ts are situated  or on adjacent blocks, the  outlook is for 
more destruction to life, residential quarters, schools and every other variety of 
nonmilitary facility. The same rule applies whether the targ et is so-called 
Hanoi vicinity, a crossroads, a village or a hamlet.

D amage  to Churc hes  Charged

Tokyo, Dec. 26 (Reuters).—United Sta tes aircra ft have “deliberately” bombed 
and strafed more than 200 parish dist ricts  and nearly 100 churches in North 
Vietnam in the las t two years, the North Vietnamese press agency reported 
today.

It  said United States  bombs had killed two ministers in Hatinh Province and 
hundreds of Catholics in North Vietnam.

F oe’s Tran spo rt L itt le  Affected by R aid s on K ey  Sup pl y R oute

Hanoi, North Vietnam, Dec. 26.—Viewed from air  reconnaissance or on 
photographic maps, National Route 1, the old French-built highway tha t runs 
south from Hanoi to Saigon, must look like a bombardier’s dream target.

The highway and a rai lroad run paralle l only a few feet apart , mile af ter mile, 
straight across the table-flat delta of the Red River. The highway is marked 
by lovely, regularly planted shade trees, and camouflage, disguise or concealment 
is utterly impossible.

This is no jungle country. This is no tr icky mountain terra in. This is rich, 
flat ricelands, crisscrossed by irrigat ion flows and paddy fields. The railroad 
and highway could not be a plainer tar get  if they were picked out by continuously 
flashing beacon lights.

It is easy to imagine Air Force stra tegi sts inspecting a map and concurring 
tha t Hanoi’s southward supply services can easily be interdicted by a few 
easily placed bombs.

But appearances can be remarkably deceiving, as ground level inspection of 
Route 1 quickly discloses. Viewed on the  ground, it is obvious that the “dream 
target” is in reality  a snare and a delusion.

The railroad and highway have been bombed again and again and again, 
but it is doubtful tha t rail traffic has ever been held up more than a few hours, 
and the highway seems capable of operating almost continuously regardless of 
how many bombs are dropped.

The secret of the  railroad is simple and it lies beyond the ability of a ir power 
to interdict.

If the track  uses small, light equipment when a bomb smashes the rails 
or overturns  a car, removal and repair problems are simple. Gangs of work­
men can easily clear the line. Moreover, repai r mater ials probably sufficient to 
construct two or three additional railroads are kept on hand, seldom more than 
a few hundred yards from any possible break.

The same thing, only more so, is true  of the highway, which can be repaired 
and restored even more rapidly by the use of readily available manpower and 
repair mater ials similarly stockpiled in advance, apparently  along the whole 
expanse of Route 1.

The resu lts of American bombing of the  route a re readily visible—particula rly 
in small villages and hamlets along the route. They have suffered severely, 
often being almost obliterated. But the effect on transportation has been mini­
mal.

Another factor in this situation is not visible to reconnaissance planes. This 
is t hat  almost everything movable in North Vietnam can be moved equally well 
either by tr ain  or by truck, and the truck routes are virtually  noninterdictable.
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There is a third  major alternative—human backs, bicycles and carts. As the Korean War demonstrated, where trucks and human carrying power are available as alternatives, it is impossible to interdict supply movements.Even in the region of the Seventeenth Parallel, which divides North and South Vietnam, where United States  bombs have leveled the  whole countryside, move­ment continues by night with l ittle impediment.
A basic flaw in the bombing policy from a milita ry viewpoint would seem to be i ts failure  to take into account the nature of the country and the people to which it being applied. If  the Pennsylvania Railroad and the major highway to Washington were bombed out, the disruption of United States supplies and services would be enormous and the military consequences in wartime would be grave.
Here it is hardly felt. TrafBc and supplies simply flow around and past the point of interruption and the damage to rail or highway is quickly made good. The principal sufferers a re the people who have the misfortune to live along the railroad and highway and on whose homes fa r more bombs rain down.Another example of the ground-level reality  of United States bombing com­pared with the communique version relates to air  attacks carried  out Dec. 13 and 14 in Hanoi. One of the United States targets was specified by the com­munique as a “truck park at Vandien.”
Vandien is in the southern par t of Hanoi along Route 1. Administratively  it is separate from Hanoi, but actually it is a continuous part  of the urban center. United Sta tes maps show the truck park as situated jus t east of Route 1.In fact, there is a large, open area with light buildings and compounds tha t may or may not have been a truck park, lying possibly a  quarter-mile east  of Route 1, which has been badly smashed by bombs.
But the bomb damage does not hal t at the compound line. It  extends over an area of probably a mile or so on both sides of the highway, and among the struc tures  destroyed in the attack was the Vietnam-Polish Friendship senior high school, lying on the west side of the highway, probably three-quarters of a mile from the presumed United States targe t.
It  is the conviction of the North Vietnamese t hat  the United States is delib­erately  directing bombs against the civilian population although ostensibly con­tending tha t “military objectives” are the  target.

H anoi D u rin g  an  A ir  A le rt  : W ait resses  T a k e  U p  R if les  
(By Harrison E. Salisbury)

H a no i, N or th  Vie t n a m , Dec. 27.—Just  before 2:25 P.M. yesterday, there was a muffled distant roar, 10-foot windows in this old French-built hotel rattled and heavy gray curta ins gently swayed inward.
At the count of three there  was another tremendous d istan t rumble and again the windows shook and the curta ins swayed. Moments l ater came a third.The wail of a siren then sounded the alert, and the hotel’s defense staff scrambled for tin hats and rifles.
Guests emerged from thei r rooms and hurried  down the great  marble sta ir­case, through the long lounge with it s slightly bedraggled tropical Christinas tree, its bar with a remarkable collection of liquors of all lands—including Stoliclinaya vodka from Moscow, rice wine from Peking and Gordon’s gin from London—and out across the inte rior courtyard, where shelters a re situated.
By the time the  guests had begun to descend into the sturdy  concrete bunker, little  waitresses in the ir black sateen trousers  and white blouses stood ready with rifles to fire at any  low-flying planes.
Inside the shelter, by curious coincidence, Americans found themselves in the majority. Four members of an  American peace delegation, Mrs. Grace Newman of New York; Mrs. Joe Griffith, whose husband is a Cornell inst ructor;  Mrs. Diane Bevel, associated with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, and Miss Barbara Deming of Liberation magazine, and this correspondent.But i t was a widely international group, including the  deputy director of Tass, Aleksandra A. Vishnevsky, who chanced to be in tow n; a correspondent of the Ital ian Communist newspaper L’Unita, members of a Soviet trade-union delega­tion. two Cubans and an E ast German. There were no Chinese.
The foreigners chatted a little excitedly about what was to most a new thrill. But to the Vietnamese ai r alerts  and a ir raids are no novelty and no th ri ll; they are deadly serious business.
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The p ret ty wait resses w ith r ifles a re pa rt of this  serious business. It  is unlike ly 
th at  United States planes  are  brou ght  down by rifle lire, but  the population is 
tra ine d to man posts and throw up a hur rica ne of small-arms fire in support of 
conventiona l a nt ia irc raft and  miss ile defenses.

The small-arms fire has two purposes .
Fi rst , it  is designed to make United States low-level att acks increasingly 

hazardous. According to Hanoi residents, low-level bombing is frequently em­
ployed by United Sta tes plane s in an effort to circumvent the  ra da r and  missile 
system.

Second, the  firing of rifles gives the  populace a feeling of  p art icip atio n and of 
fighting back—im portant  in maintain ing  morale  and counter acting the feelings 
of helplessness and defenselessness that  civilian populations  often experience.

The aler t yesterday was only six or seven minutes long. It  was caused, the 
autho riti es said, by the appeara nce of a pilotless American reconnaissance  craf t 
near the  city. The thre e tremendous blas ts presumably  were SAM surface-to- 
ai r missiles. The same kind of robot  plane, it was disclosed, caused Hanoi’s 
Chr istm as a lert a t almost the same hour.

Today the foreign press corps was  taken to see where the  drone th at  appeared 
on Chris tmas was shot down. The y went in a convoy of ha lf a dozen cars, most 
of them covered with camouflage fishnet, which quickly  slides over the roof and 
hood and into which leaves and  greene ry can be slipped.

Hardly  a car or truck  moves outside  Hanoi withou t camouflage, and most cars  
in the city  are  perm anently bedecked. So, for th at  ma tter, are  many people, 
who wear sprays of leaves and  branches in their  helmets or strawhat s. This  
too is  p ar t of an organized, well-des igned effort to reduce bombing hazard s.

The car ava n made its way no rth east across the Pau l Doumer Bridge. It ap­
peared . from this tri p across  the  bridge, that  bombing on Dec. 14 was directed 
at its approaches  and fell sho rt in each case, stri king res idential qua rters. The 
bombs dropped in the Hoan Kiem and Gialem and Yenvien qua rters.

Describ ing the Yenvien a ttack,  and  American communique said  the  target was 
rai l yard s. Some bombs certain ly fell along the rail road. But the re are  large  
numbers of apar tment  houses close by, and one a fte r ano ther was  blas ted out.

Because of the highly organized rep air  faci lities , rai l traffic is moving nor ­
mally, but  residents who were not  casual ties  have been compelled to leave the ir 
destroyed homes.

The drone downed on Christmas Day  fell  12 or 13 miles no rth east of the  city 
in the Tienson dis tric t of H abac  Province. It  proved to be a  Ryan model with  a 
wingspread of about 18 feet th at  the  Amer icans ca ll the Firebee.

The wing and fuselage, somewhat crumpled, lay in a pile. Eig ht or nine 
girls  dug in muck about seven fee t deep for  the  engine, which was gradually 
being recovered.

The robot plane, which was shot down adjacent  to the main  ra il line linking 
Hanoi  to China, presumably  had  been dispatched to transmi t photographic in­
telligence on rai l conditions and traffic movements. According to the  girls  
digging out the  engine, the drone was  at  an alt itude  of only about a mile when 
downed.

The seriousness with  which the  Nor th Vietnamese take the  ai r th reat  has 
undoub tedly kept  civi lian cas ualties lower  than might  be expected in comparison 
with  the  v ast  damage said to have been done to ord inary living q uarte rs and the 
des truc tion  reported in small towns and villages.

The key to this  is the manhole concre te shel ter, which seems to be a North  
Vietnamese invention. There are hundreds of thousands of them along every 
highway and every city  stre et, and  they are  sti ll being put in place by the 
thousands.

At 5 o’clock the other morn ing I saw one lonely man pat ien tly  digging one in. 
They are  made with  concrete  exter ior s like dra in pipes, largely by hand. With  
the ir two-inch-thick concre te covers they are  impervious to any thin g but a di­
rect  or very  close hit.

The other fac tor reducing cas ual ties and loss is dispers ion. Eve ryth ing dis­
persible has been dispersed. The countryside  is strewn with dispersed goods 
and supplies. The same is t rue of the  people.

Two-thirds of the machinery and  work ers at  the  big tex tile  plant near Gialem 
have been sent to the countryside. The  wisdom of the precaution  was demon­
strate d. it was said, when the plan t suffered damage from United States rocket 
fire Dec. 13 and 14.
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N ew  Ca pi tal  C it y  P la nned  by  H a no i— N or th  V ie t n a m e s e  A ssu m e  W ar 
W il l  R u in  P resen t  O n e  

(By H arri son  E. S alisbury)
H a n o i, N or th  V ie t n a m , Dec. 28.—Hanoi officials say they  have  blueprin ts 

for a complete new cap ita l to be buil t af te r the wa r on a site  alr eady  selected 
not fa r from the  present cap ital . The new cap ita l is being  planned on the  as­
sumption that  sooner or la te r Hanoi will be destroyed in the  war.

President  Ho Chi Minh has warned the  country  th at  it  mus t be prepared to 
face the  dest ruct ion of both Hanoi and its  port,  Haiphong, as well as all oth er 
citie s or towns of any size.

The new cap ita l will probably  be built in any case, since the  presen t city  is 
small, shabby and  incredib ly run  down af te r more than  20 years of almos t con­
tinu ous  wa rfa re involving the  French, the  Jap ane se and  now the Americans.

Unlike most cap ital s of Communist countries,  Hanoi has  no massive new 
government buildings, no grandiose spor ts palaces , no glit ter ing  opera  house. 
The old French-built opera house is sti ll the  city ’s biggest assembly hall, and 
it is closed now because  the author itie s forbid  large gath erin gs for  fear  of ai r­
raid casualt ies.

Such funds as have  been available to North Vietnam in the  war -torn yea rs 
since it came into exis tence in 1954 have  gone largely into  factorie s and  the 
construction  of housing.

A visito r finds tha t shops are generally  open for only a few hours ear ly in the  
morning—Hanoi sti ll rise s at  5 or 6 A.M.—and again ear ly in the  evening.

Bicycles are  a lmos t t he  universal form of t ran spo rt, and  in late  afte rnoon and 
ear ly evening the  streets ar e jamm ed eight abrea st with whirri ng cycles, most 
of them  car ryin g two persons or one person  and a burd en of some kind.

A consensus of officials suggests th at  about one- third  of the  city ’s population 
has  been evacuated  or dispersed to the  nearby countryside. Many ins titu tions 
have been evacuated. Most of the Polytechnic Univer sity ’s departm ents  have  
been sent  to the provinces. The Museum of Fine  Art s was sent to out-of-town 
caves for  the safekeeping of most of its  more valuable  collections, including 
14th-century  Buddhas.

CHILDREN ARE EVACUATED

About ha lf the  wall s of the  museum, which  is a relic  of French  days, is oc­
cupied by full-size photographic reproduc tions  of the objects , which were  sent  
away la st year and e arly th is year.

An intense effort has  been made to send schoolchildren away from Hanoi,  
although  not necessarily  fa r. A v isit to a high school at  Xuandinh, about  seven 
miles outs ide the  capi tal, found 300 pupils from Hanoi in a body of 710. The 
evac uated youngsters include many whose paren ts are  officials and workers  in 
Hanoi.

The school provided an example of the  intensive precautions again st ai r at ­
tack. The school is dispersed thro ughout  the  village, with not more tha n one 
class  in any building and  no classes  less than  150 yards apart .

The classes  are installed in simple stru ctu res , including h uts  w ith earth  floors. 
Foxhole shelters are  dug rig ht  u nder the  c hild ren’s desks. The  schoolrooms are  
surrounded by gre at wal ls of earth  and clay and  the  netw ork of path s from one 
class  to ano ther is edged wi th sli t trenches, concre te manhole shel ters and ear th- 
packed  lean-to shelte rs.

The child ren—and many  adu lts—wear  heavy, woven str aw  h ats  abou t an inch 
thick, th at  are  said to be highly effective again st fragmentatio n bombs. They 
also ca rry  first-aid ki ts along wi th the ir books.

Xuandinh has  not suffe red from ai r attacks , bu t the  author itie s said seve ral 
youngsters were injure d Aug. 13 when they were  buried in a she lter  in  a nearby 
village.

BA SIS  OP CASUALTY ESTIM ATES

It  should be noted, incidentally,  th at  all casual ty est ima tes and sta tis tic s in 
these  dispa tches  are those of North  Vietnamese officials.

However, descr iptions of bomb damage are  based wholly  on visua l inspection.
As fa r as thi s correspondent is aware, the re has been no censo rship of his 

dispatches although the y are read  by Nor th Vietnamese officials before being 
tran smitted. A number of photographs have been taken by thi s correspondent,

74-687—67-----7
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and these must be cleared by officials before they can be mailed or otherwise 
transm itted.

Dispersion of population and enterprises has brought hardship and difficulty 
to individuals and to the economy. To ease supply problems, the distribution 
of foodstuffs and consumers goods has been decentralized and is controlled by 
provincial authorities. This is also designed to minimize the effect of any 
strikes on major depots in Hanoi and Haiphong.

The authori ties contend that there has been li ttle fluctuation in food prices 
although shortages have occurred. In the villages and in many places in Hanoi 
and vicinity, peasant women appear with their  s traw baskets of cabbages, cauli­
flower, lettuce, greens, leeks and other vegetables and squat beside them along 
the roadsides.

At this season there appears  to be no shortages of vegetables. Restaurants, 
at least, have ample supplies of rice and all the ingredients of the spicy Viet­
namese cookery—peppers, pork, chicken, turkey, beans, onions, bean sprouts, 
carrots, soy sauce, pepper sauce, delicate China tea, and thick French-style caf6 
noir made from a coffee that North Vietnam grows and exports.

Hanoi Propaganda Stresses Tradition : War Against Odds 
(By Harrison E. Salisbury)

Hanoi, North Vietnam, Dec. 20.—The Vietnamese fighting tradition, a tra di­
tion of struggle against long odds, of unyielding batt le agains t powerful foreign 
enemies, is the focal point of North Vietnam’s central internal propaganda. It  
is carried into every aspect of daily life.

At a concert presented in a chilly converted movie house last  night, 12 of 14 
song-and-dance numbers celebrated the heroic feats of individual Vietnamese 
against Americans. In each case the Vietnamese won against  overwhelming odds.

One ballet depicted a group of ferry men who pulled their c raf t across a stream 
despite United States air  attacks. Several were killed but the ferryboat crossed 
the river  and the plane was shot down.

There were songs celebrating Hanoi’s antiai rcra ft defenders. South Vietnamese 
jungle troops and the defenders of Conco Island, which lies off the coast not far  
north of the  demarcation line between North and South Vietnam and has been 
the scene of intense antia ircraf t barrages.

BIN DIN G  U P  T H E  W OUND S

Another dance number dealt with a Red Cross worker whose husband had 
fallen in the war and who takes from her brow’ the tradi tional white mourning 
band and uses it to bind up the wounds of an ant iaircraft gunner. Still another 
ballet shows Vietcong troops storming a United States strongpoint and unfurling 
a banner af ter capturing it with heavy casualties.

One note of satire  was introduced: A Vietcong youngster captured a horrible 
appearing American captain  and chased off ferocious G.I.’s with an imitation 
hand grenade made of a jungle nut.

By the end of the evening the United States Air Force had suffered heavy 
losses, but it was notable tha t Vietnamese casualties were not light. The 
audience was being conditioned to accept heavy sacrifices in the war.

The audience which included large numbers of youngsters wearing a variety 
of uniforms and semi-uniforms reacted with vociferrous applause. However, 
it did not seem to take too seriously a group of maidens in native costumes who 
sang, to the plucking of long-necked, three-stringed mandolins, tha t they were 
going to shoot down a United States plane and promptly announced that  they 
had downed not one but two.

The theme of the Vietnamese David conquering the United States Goliath is 
struck  constantly. The State  Revolutionary Museum here is largely devoted 
to exposition of the Vietnamese military t radition.

TWO LEGENDARY QU EE NS

The story begins in A.D. 40, when Vietnam’s legendary Trung sisters raised 
an army against  a Chinese garrison, slaughtered it and reigned as joint queens 
unt il a Chinese expeditionary force defeated them. The queens, who then took
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thei r own lives, are venerated as a kind of double Joan of Arc, wi th both religious 
and patriotic significance.

The next Vietnamese hero was Than Hung Dao, honored as the commander 
who defeated an invading force of 300,000 Mongols. Than’s 31-year bat tle is 
much celebrated these days. So is the great victory of Nguyen T rai in the  15th 
century against invading Chinese of the Ming Dynasty. A monument to his 
feat s till stands  in Hanoi.

The Vietnamese frequently recall tha t the Chinese were defeated a fte r a 10-year 
battle and, when they admitted defeat, were given food and assistance to retu rn 
home. This exemplary tale is often recited to Americans.

The main line of the museum’s theme really begins with the  French take-over in 
the eighteen-seventies and the opening of the long atruggle for Vietnamese in­
dependence, which is presented as a constant battle  continuing to  th e present.

LIKE A CHAMBER OF HORRORS

The museum then becomes something like a chamber of horrors—an endless 
catalogue of the cruelties and tortu res inflicted on the Vietnamese and of the 
ingenious and te rribl e weapons by which they fought back.

From th e earli est times the Vietnamese employed iron arrowheads with a fish­
hook configuration th at are impossible to withdraw. They wrere used ag ains t the 
French, and now, i t i s said, are still used by hill tribesmen against the  Americans. 
Jagged spikes were implanted in jungle tra ils to pierce the bare feet of t roops. 
A similar, more complex trap, constructed of dozens of whirling, barbed hooks 
tha t bite into a soldier’s legs in a dozen points when he crashes through its leafy 
cover, is used against the Americans.

The museum displays daggers used to kill French officers and disemboweling 
knives assertedly used aga inst Vietnamese men and women.

There are also contemporary horrors—captured ar ms turned against the F rench 
and then against  the Americans, as well as samples of bombs dropped in Vietnam 
and photos of the effects of napalm and a ir bombardment.

Most of the Hanoi institu tion visited have at least a small collection of bomb 
fragments or samples of United States aerial  weaponry, including fragmenta­
tion bombs. Two varieties are displayed.

An older type known to the North Vietnamese as the pineapple, which was 
dropped with wind vanes and exploded on contact, has  a yellow’ canister about the 
size of a coffee mug. This, the North Vietnamese say, is being replaced by a more 
efficient device known as a Guava, which is a small cylinder. Three hundre d 
Guavas, dropped in a  large canister, scatter and roll some distance, then explode, 
satur ating  600 squa re yards with pellets.

A FADING DISTINCTION

In Hanoi’s propaganda, distinctions between the French and the Americans 
virtua lly disappear. Thus the g reat Dienbienphu defeat of the French becomes a 
classic example of the  ability of a small Vietnamese force to deal a shat terin g 
blow to a powerful foreign enemy. If  the North Vietnamese only fight on, even­
tually another Dienbienphu will be achieved—so goes the official line.

Official af ter official insists tha t ther e is no alterna tive to the  continuing struggle 
because otherwise freedom and independence will be lost, and, they say, it  is bet ter 
to die than  to be enslaved.

No Military Targets, Namdinh I nsists 

(By Harri son E. Salisb ury)

Hanoi, North Vietnam, Dec. 30.—North Vietnamese sources said today tha t, 
as far  as they are awyare, a United States communique yesterday was the first to 
mention Namdinh as a bombing target. The communique said the Namdinh 
freigh t yard s had been bombed.

[Ar thur  Sylvester, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs, 
said in Washington Thursday  tha t Namdinh had been mentioned three  
times as a target in communiques from Saigon. He also said the t argets  
in 64 attac ks on the city were milita ry ones.]
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Namdinh, North Vietnam’s thir d larges t city, is about sixty miles south of 
Hanoi. Its  population un til recently was given by officials as a little  more than 
90,000.

REPEATED RAIDS ALLEGED

Namdinh has been repeatedly bombed since June 28, 1965, according to city 
officials. They contend that  the city is essentially a cotton and silk textile center 
containing no military objectives.

It is th e contention of city officials that , at  least until  yes terday’s communique, 
the United States had never officially described Namdinh as having military  
objectives.

Are there or have there been mili tary objectives in Namdinh? the railroad  
runs through town and  presumably there  are freig ht yards and depots.

There are a textile  factory and a rice mill, both of which this correspondent 
saw. Both are operating, but the textil e mill has been severely damaged.

There was  also a silk mill, which officials said had been destroyed. There are 
a fruit-canning plant  and a thread cooperative.

Whether the cannery is operat ive th is correspondent cannot report since he did 
not see it and the  officials did not say. They said the thread cooperative had been 
destroyed. I saw the main street, where the threa d co-op was said to have been 
situated, and i t is badly smashed up.

UNA NSWERED QUESTIONS

About an agricultural-implement plant  nothing was said except that it was one 
of the city’s industries. Was it converted to war  production? This corre­
spondent cannot say. Are there other  w ar plants in town? This correspondent 
cannot say.

He saw intensive destruction of civ ilian housing and ordinary  business stree ts 
in considerable a reas—damage so severe tha t whole blocks have been abandoned. 
These areas  lie largely but not entire ly in  th e vicinity of the t extile  plant. There 
is severe damage all over town.

The bombed areas of Namdinh possess an  appearance fami liar to anyone who 
saw blitzed London, devastated  B erlin and Warsaw, or smashed Soviet cities like 
Stalingrad and Kharkov. The effects of bombing a t ground level seem to have 
changed little since World War I I.

How was the destruction of Namdinh accomplished? The data  on the bomb­
ings come from city officials, who have an elaborate dossier of times, dates, places, 
numbers of planes, casualties, houses destroyed, and so on.

OTHER PLA NES  MENTIONED

They contend tha t Seventh Fleet bombers car ried out the most persistent and 
destructive of the raids, but they did not say th at only the Seventh Fleet was 
involved. They listed strikes by F-1 05’s and F- 4’s, RB-57’s, A-4A’s, A-6A’s 
and A-3J’s.

According to the officials, t he fi rst serious a ttack  was th at on Hang Thao ( Silk 
Street ) at  about 6 :30 A.M. on April 14 by two low-flying United States planes of 
unspecified type tha t dropped eight mark 84, bombs. Casualties in this attack  
were pu t at 49 killed, and 135 wounded, with 240 houses demolished.

The officials said the casualty  ra te was sharply reduced because only 2300 of 
the normal population of 17,680 remained there , the re st having been evacuated.

The officials contend an attac k was made on nearby Hoang Van Thu Street, 
formerly the Chinese quarter, on May 18. This attack , they say, was carried out 
by two F- 4H ’s from an altitud e of about 1,800 feet at 11 :04 A.M. in heavy rain, 
which had flooded many raid shelters. Casualties were put at 13 dead, including 
a number drowned, and 11 wounded, and 372 houses were listed as destroyed. 
Only 230 of the normal population of 7,858 remained in the street, the others 
having been evacuated.

Regarding the question whether United  States planes deliberately attempted to 
breach the Black River dikes, the c ity officials contend th at on May 31 and July  14 
six bombs were dropped on a mile-long section of the dike, causing a number of 
breaches.

There were other raids  on July 20 and July  31, they say, and a large number of 
near misses at  other times.
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The damage has been repaired the officials say. However, bomb crate rs are 
still  visible.

[The United States insists tha t no effort has been made to breach 
dikes, though it is conceded tha t they may have been hit accidentally.]

ATTACKS CALLED DELIBERATE

The Namdinh officials think the attacks were deliberate. The dikes are in the 
open area outside the city with no recognizable targets in the surrounding land­
scape, at least at  this time.

In any event, officials take the view th at  the Americans will breach the dikes 
and are expending tens of thousands of man-hours building emergency supple­
mentary dikes, which snake through the city itself, as well as massive secondary 
reinforcing  earthworks outside the city.

The question of dikes is a question of life and death in this Red River delta. 
In the high-water season Hanoi lies possibly 20 feet below river level and most of 
the countryside would be inundated, with  the ruin of crops and enormous loss of 
life should the dikes be blasted.

Vivid in  North Vietnamese memories is the 1045 flood, when the dikes burst 
part ly as a resu lt of Japanese action. In the resulting disaste r of flood, crop 
failu re and famine, it is estimated, 1.5 million to 2 million lives were lost.

P robl ems  op Coverage

In  the  following  dispatch, Mr. Sal isbury  describes hoio he arranged to 
get to H anoi and the condit ions under which he is work ing there.

H an oi , Dec. 30.—To a correspondent with years of experience in Communist 
countries, reporting  from Hanoi has many fami liar aspects. But the fact  tha t 
the reporter is behind enemy lines in a real, if undeclared, war gives the experi­
ence a special atmosphere.

The first problem in reporting from North Vietnam is of course, to get there. 
The effort to  win Hanoi’s permission for a v isit began nearly 18 months ago and 
was pursued systematically through a number of channels.

The effor t was intensified just  a year ago when the fact that Hanoi had per­
mitted a visit by Prof. Staughton Lynd of Yale University suggested that a re­
porting opportunity  might be ripe. However, telegrams and letter s to North 
Vietnamese officials produced no response then.

The endeavor was renewed l ast spring as a preliminary to a long tr ip around 
the perimeter of Communist China. In the hope that  representations on the spot 
in Asia might bring a favorable response, th is correspondent had his passport and 
that of his wife, who accompanied him then, cleared by the  S tate Department for 
travel  to North Vietnam, China and  North Korea.

VISA AVAILABLE IN  PARIS

In June Hanoi indicated tha t it might be possible to make the trip, but after 
hesitation, North Vietnamese officials advised tha t the time was not convenient 
but would probably be before the end of the year. After tha t there  was nothing 
to do but wait and send frequent reminders of continuing interest .

The break finally came j ust  before Christmas, when North Vietnam advised 
tha t a  visa could be picked up in Paris.

Another problem in covering Hanoi, for an American journalist, is getting 
here. Communist China is issuing no t ran sit  visas for United States newsmen. 
The sole entry route for them is on the once-weekly plane of the International 
Control Commission, which flies the Saigon-Pnompenh-Vientaine-Hanoi route.

I picked up my North Vietnamese visa in Paris Dec. 20, and boarded the Hanoi 
plane in Pnompenh Dec. 23, arriving at  7 :30 P.M.

Details of coverage have been handled about as they would be for a correspon­
dent visiting an Eastern European country a few years ago. Interviews, trips 
and visits are arranged by the Foreign Ministry’s press department.

The first request submitted was for an opportunity to inspect sites in Hanoi 
tha t it was reported United States  planes bombed on Dec. 13 and 14. The 
Foreign Ministry made a car and interpre ter available and sent the party to 
stree ts where damage had occurred.
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On the quest ion of pictu res, it was said th at  black and white  film could be sho t 
“but not  color film, app arently  since fac ilit ies  for  developing color were not  a vai l­
able. All film must be developed here for  inspection by the mil itar y author ities. 
No photos taken by thi s co rrespo ndent  have  been held u p so far.

ONE  BEQ UES T REF USE D

Permission to tak e a picture has been refused only once—by the dire ctor of a 
tex tile  fact ory  in Hanoi who did not wa nt photos of his girl s working at  the ir 
looms. In thi s case the objection seemed bur eau cratic ra th er  tha n mil itary .

Again because  of the sensitive position behind the lines, this  corres pond ent 
asked  in general term s to be shown aro und the coun try where the  autho riti es 
would perm it. A tri p to Namdinh on Chr istm as Day was the frui t of such a 
requ est.

Most trips are  made with  one or anoth er corre spondent. With  the  exception 
of the  Agence Fra nce  Press e man, all the  o thers here are from  eit her Commun ist 
coun tries  or the Communist or left-w ing press. Ther e are  alway s int erp reters  
or Foreign Min istry  or press officials a ccomp anying  the press part ies.

Dispa tches are submitted to the cable  office thro ugh the Foreign Minis try, 
which obviously read s them before transm issi on but, as fa r as is known, has not 
censored anyth ing.

ONE BEQ U EST RE FU SE D

These proce dures  are  abou t wh at one would encounter  on bri ef tri ps  to many 
Commun ist countries.  The autho rit ies  are  n ot willing  to expose a corre spondent 
to the h aza rds  of bombing, which are  only  too real outside  Hanoi. Even for  a tr ip 
of six or seven miles o utside the  city, cars are camouflaged.

The tri p to Namdinh was deli beratel y timed for the Chr istm as truce and 
would no t hav e been made otherwise.

Han oi’s Western colony is small. The re is a Fren ch rep resentativ e who is 
something like a consul. There is the  Canadian component of the  Control  Com­
mission, which  is assigned to enforc e the  Geneva agree ment s on Vietnam. There 
is a lso a sca tterin g of non-Communist d iplomats, including t he Ind ian  consul gen­
era l and  the  Ind ian  component of the  Control  Commission, which also has Polish  
members.

There are  two hotels populated gene rally by foreign ers. Inclu ding  a mix ture  
of Ea ste rn Europeans, visi ting  delegatio ns and representativ es of Asian and 
African c ountries.

Hano i is not exac tly a swinging town, but  there is more bounce to it than one 
American a t le ast  had foreseen.

North’s Economy Badly D isrupted—Desp ite  Bio Drain, I t Seems 
Able to Cont inue W ar 

(By  Harr iso n E. Sal isbu ry)
H anoi, North Viet nam, Dec. 31.—The Nort h Vietnamese  agree  th at  the con­

flict in Vie tnam is a rough aff air  fo r them.
Ever y official interviewed stre sses the  difficulties, hand icaps and hard ship s 

th at  mu st be overcome to ca rry  on in the  face of American bombing.
A colo ssal numbe r of manho urs  mus t be devoted to the tra ns po rt of goods and 

supplies, to the rep air  of bombed rail roa ds,  highways  and bridges, and to the  
disp ersa l of goods, people and  ind ust ries over the  countryside .

Effects  on indu stry and  agric ult ure are  inevita ble, but  no precise sta tist ics  a re 
availa ble, possibly because the y are  regarded as mi lita ry secrets. One official 
estimat ed food producti on last  ye ar at  6 per cent above 14)64, b ut he h ad no figures 
for  1966.

Ea ste rn European s here  say  the  rice  crop has  falle n sho rt by a sub stan tial  
marg in, largely because of  bad  w eat her  bu t possibly in p ar t because  of a diversion 
of men and women to the  w ar  effort. The res ult  is expected  to be a ddit iona l rice 
imp orts  from Communist Chin a and  the  Soviet Union, probably mostly from 
China.

Food is rationed and thu s fa r, according to foreig n sources, supplies have ap­
paren tly  been maintain ed. The  rice  rat ion  range s from 13.5 to 20 kilogr ams 
(29 .7 to 44 pounds) a month, supplied  at  a  low, fixed pr ice. In December 10 per 
cent of th e ra tion w as provide d in maize.
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There is a monthly ration  of half  a kilo to a kilo of sugar and about the same 
for meat, which may be provided in the form of butter and fat. Vegetables and 
fruits are available in peasan t markets, as a re some chicken and other meats.

It  is the  conviction of non-Vietnamese th at as long as the Communist Govern­
ment is able to maintain  the rice ration at about the present level, the ability of 
the populace to sustain the fighting effort will ,be unaffected.

The question of distribution is serious because of United States bombing of 
supply routes, but  is being met a t least in pa rt by radical decentralization.

Observers from Easte rn Europe who have been resident in Hanoi for a year  
or two concur that  there has been a decline in the living standard in the las t year 
and tha t the American bombing has had a serious impact on North Vietnamese 
industry despite valiant efforts to keep factories going.

In this connection, they point out tha t North Vietnamese industry never was 
extensive and tha t the general level of the economy was not dependent on ad­
vanced technology and comforts. The life of the Vietnamese is hard, but the 
Eastern  Europeans say it has always been hard, so th at the deteriorat ion is not 
really tangible.

The Government has reduced prices on a handful of consumers goods, notably 
bicycles, which have been cut 30 per cent to 200 dongs (the dong is nominally 
valued at 3.53 to the dollar and there is no free  ra te) . Bicycles, which are manu­
factured in North Vietnam, are  vital to every aspect of life.

There has  been a 50 pe r cent cut in the cost of medical supplies and pharma­
ceuticals, 30 per  cent in radios, to bring thei r price to 100 to 200 dongs, and 50 
per cent in school textbooks, but none of these have much effect on every-day life.

As f ar as interdiction of supply movement ,by American bombing of highways, 
railroads, supply depots, bridges and rail yards  is concerned, discrepancies be­
tween United States estimates and ground-level observations will undoubtedly 
continue. Essentially the same argument raced all through World War II  and 
was repeated in the  Korean war, which provided conditions more nearly parallel 
to those in North Vietnam.

Korea demonstrated that, by the liberal use of manpower, night transport 
and multiple routes, amazing quanti ties of materia ls could be moved in the face 
of the heaviest bombing. North Vietnamese conditions are somewhat more 
difficult for ground movement, however, because so much must be transported  
across the fiat delta region around Hanoi and Haiphong.

That is no easy task  in view of United States air  strength. It  requires an 
enormous concentration of manpower, and the North has a population of only 
17 million.

This population is almost totally organized. Even foreign embassies’ cooks 
and maids must devote a t least two of thei r free days to Government work each 
month. Children spend about a third  of thei r time on studies, a third  on de­
fense or defense-related tasks and a third on farm or industrial production.

The same sort of u tilization of labor runs across the board. In July, according 
to an official announcement, a million men and women were mobilized. They 
are used on defense, civil defense, and labor tasks  such as repai r of railroads  
and emergency dikes.

It is no secret that for months almost all supply and personnel movements 
have been as in Korea, only at night.

What happens when a bridge is knocked out by bombing? One non-Com- 
munist diplomat described a parti cula r bridge between Hanoi and Haiphong 
that, to his knowledge, has been knocked out and quickly restored four times. 
Pontoon ferries  of boats and bamboo are kept available and put into service 
within a short time. A labor force appears and goes to work with previously 
stockpiled materia ls to put the bridge back into service.

Another non-Communist source told of passing through Vandien, which is on 
the southern outsk irts of Hanoi, and has been specified by United States com­
muniques as the site of a track park tha t has been attacked several times. The 
foreigner reached Vandien a couple of hours after a raid, he said, and found 
about a quarter-mi le of railroad  track plowed up by bombs. By the time he 
departed, he added, 1,000 men and women were at work and had already relaid 
a substantial section of the track.

One key favor  in North Vietnam’s ab ility to fight on lies in the aid poured in 
by the Soviet Union, Eastern  European countries, and China. The quan tities  
are closely guarded military secrets, but it is no secret tha t they are  large  and 
vita l to the maintenance of the war effort.
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Westerners who have visited Haiphong recently agree with Eastern Europeans 
tha t the port is jammed with shipping carrying huge quantit ies of essential 
supplies.

There has been no bombing of t he Haiphong port area. One Westerner said 
the city was untouched and tha t the attacks on oil depots there had been pre­
cise and effective.

The grea t quant ities of supplies and, presumably, arms are moved out  of Hai­
phong into the countryside. It is certainly true, as a British  observer, Norman 
Barrymaine, has reported, tha t quantit ies of mater ial are scattered  over the 
landscape. This is particularly  visible at  distances from Hanoi.

To th is observer i t looked like d eliberate dispersion. Half  the supplies in the 
country seemed to this correspondent to be dumped a t random. However, they 
looked normal for w artime militar y dispersion.

The basic question would seem to be : Has all this hur t the North Vietnamese 
so much t hat they are ready to qui t? Thei r answer is, “By no means!” And 
they say tha t they expect their  task to get a lot hard er before it gets easier.

P ham Van Dong P laces Stress in  I nterview  on E nding th e F ight ing  

(By Harriso n E. S alisbury)

H ano i, North Vietnam, Jan. 3.—In a detailed discussion of North Vietnam’s 
views on the war in Vietnam, Premier Pham Van Dong emphasized tha t once 
hostilities were brought to an end, it would be possible to “speak of o ther things.”

“The moment the United States puts an end to the war, we will respect each 
other and settle every question,” he said. “Why don’t you [the United States] 
think t ha t way?”

At anoth er point, he said tha t with a cessation of hostilities, “we can speak 
about other things.” He a dde d: “After  this there  will be no lack of generosity 
on our part—you may be sure of that. ”

The Premier, who conducted the four-hour conversation in a reception room of 
the Presid ential Palace, spoke vivaciously, swinging around in his chair to face 
his interviewer directly.

He said th at he did not care fo r interviews because he thought they hampered 
a free exchange of opinions. He took as a framework for his remarks a series 
of questions put to him by the correspondent in advance, but these were merely 
take-off points in a wide-ranging discussion.

The Premier also took the occasion to discuss proposals from var ious quarte rs 
for bringing the war to an end by discussion. He appeared thoroughly aware 
of t he wide variety  of proposals th at  have been advanced, and did not hesitate 
to express his views on some questions privately .

The discussion closed on an optimistic  note. Mr. Dong said tha t frank talk 
was a good thing and was essentia l to understanding.

“If we do not agree today we will agree tomorrow,” he said. “Otherwise the 
day af ter  tomorrow.”

At the  same time the Premier stressed again and again tha t North Vietnam 
was prepared to fight 10 years, 20 years, or any number of years in supjxu’t of 
it,s sovereignty and independence in its “sacred wa r.”

“We are determined to fight on until  our sacred rights are recognized,” he said, 
stressin g Vietnam’s valian t history in resisting invaders.

Three times the Vietnamese drove the  Mongols out of thei r country, he recalled, 
and he asked how many times the Pentagon wanted to fight.

“We are an independent country,” he said. “We have our policy of independ­
ence and sovereignty. We are  masters  of our destiny, of our affairs, of our 
policy, of our policy both majo r and minor. If we were not independent we could 
not wage such a wa r as we are now waging. We are independent and sovereign 
in all our foreign policy. Tha t is the situation up to the present, and so it will 
be in the futu re.”

He stressed Vietnam’s independence, he said, because in the United States 
“there has been so much misund erstadnin g on this point.”

One question submitted to him was: Under wh at circumstances North Vietnam 
would accept volunteers? The Premier replied :

“This depends on the situation . We have made preparations. Volunteers are 
not lacking—volunteers for the armed forces and civilians as well. If we need
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them, many will come. This is an  important  point on which we rely. This point 
also shows the independence of our foreign policy.”

By this he presumably meant th at volunteers would come only if North Viet­
nam asked for them and set  the conditions for thei r coming.

Premier Dong entered into an extended discussion of Hanoi’s four-points for 
ending the war, which are as follows :

Recognition of the independence, sovereignty, unity and terr itor ial integr ity of 
Vietnam, and the withdrawal  of United States forces from the ar ea ; pending 
reunification of Vietnam, respect for the m ilitary  provisions of the Geneva agree­
ments barring foreign for ces ; settlement of South Vietnam’s intern al affairs by 
the South Vietnamese under the guidance of t he National Liberation Fro nt and 
I>eaceful reunification of Vietnam by the peoples of North and South without for­
eign interference.

The Premier stressed th at the four points were not to be considered as  “condi­
tions” for peace talks. He described them as providing a “basis of settlement 
of the Vietnam problem.” He said they were to be understood as “valid conclu­
sions for discussion.”

“The big question,” he added, “is to reach a settlement  which can be enforced.”
“The party which has to make first steps is Washington,” he continued. “We 

have no doubt on thi s point. We cannot press history forward. If this does not 
come about today, it will come tomorrow. It ’s no use to make haste. If  we 
show haste, the question will be put wrongly and we will have to wait again. 
So let the situatio n ripen.”

Mr. Dong said he thought  the most difficult of Hanoi’s points  for the United 
States to accept was the third,  concerning South Vietnam. On this, he said, the 
North fully supports the Communist-led Liberation Front, the political arm of the 
Vietcong, and nothing can divide the two part s of the country. However, he 
thought actual reunification would not be a sudden process and  he sa id there was 
no intention in the North to annex the South.

“We will consider this among ourselves,” he said. “We will settle it by the 
most convenient means. There is no rush about it.”

As to how long the war might go on if unresolved by negotiation, he said :
“We are prepared for a long war because a people’s wa r must be a long war, a 

war against aggression has to be a long war. Nobody knows how long it  will be. 
It lasts until there is no more aggression.

“We are preparing  for  tha t kind of war . Everyone of our citizens th inks like 
that. This is the kind of question often put to us by foreigners because they 
don't understand.”

“This kind of question surprises  us,” the Premier commented. “How many 
years ? What I used to tell our friends  was tha t the younger generation will 
fight better than we—even kids jus t so high. They are preparing themselves. 
Tha t’s the situation.

“I’m not telling th at to impress anyone. It ’s the truth . It ’s the logical 
consequence of the situation . Our Vietnam nat ion is a very proud nation. Our 
history is one of a very proud nation.”

“How many years the war goes on depends on you and not on us ,” he added.
A repeatedly emphasized point was tha t the determining aspect lay not in 

American mater ial superiority but in the fact tha t the Vietnamese fought for 
“independence, freedom, for life i tself.” The P remier said tha t the war “stands 
for everything for this  generation and for future generations .”

He conceded t hat  th is determination on the part,  of the Vietnamese was difficult 
to understand, not only for Americans but for many of North Vietnam’s friends in 
Europe who did not see how the North Vietnamese could wi thstand an American 
expeditionary force well equipped with weapons and the nearby Seventh Fleet.

Now, however, he said, the North Vietnamese are  able to demonstrate  to their  
friends t heir  ability to stan d up to American material force.

“I have no hope of convincing you on this point,” he added, “but I must tell 
it to you because it is very important.”

Premier Dong based his presentation on an analysis tha t found the North 
Vietnamese position one of strength, not weakness. He said Saigon and  Wash­
ington did not agree with this analysis, but suggested tha t perhaps they would 
in the future. The bombing of the North, in his view, has on balance proved 
a milita ry failure.

It  has caused severe damage, he said, but it has not compelled the North  to 
capitulate. On the contrary, he indicated, norther n militar y streng th has in­
creased and will continue to do so afte r passing through a most difficult period.
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The key factor in this, Mr. Dong said, is the courageous streng th of North 
Vietnamese youth. He said three million had volunteered for the army.

The economic aspects of bombing have been overcome, he said, and the country 
is in a position to continue the war and expand its potential.

He insisted that the situation in the South had turned very favorably for the 
Vietcong and he par ticular ly stressed political  weakness in Saigon where, he said, 
intensification of the political struggle against the regime was to be expected.

Aide Says L iberation Front I s I ndependent of th e North—H e Asserts 
in  Hanoi I nterview That  It Must  Be Heard on All Southern I ssu es , 
I ncluding a Settlement of War

(By Harrison E. Salisbury)
Hanoi, North Vietnam, Jan. 4.—The aims, aspirations and operations of the

National Liberation Front are viewed by its leadership in terms sharply dif­
ferent  from the picture held by many Americans.

This contrast in view was the highligh t of an interview given by a member 
of the Central Committee of the Liberation Front, the political arm of the 
Vietcong. [The Vietcong are  the Communist-led South Vietnamese force fight­
ing against the Saigon regime and its allies, principally the United States.]

The picture  of the Front and its role in Vietnam was presented by Nguyen 
Van Tien, a former Saigon professor, a member of the res istance movement since 
1945, a member of the  Front’s Central Committee and its permanent representa­
tive in Hanoi.

Mr. Tien is a distinguished-looking, gray-haired man of quiet manner who has 
a considerable grasp of English. His office is housed in a newly refurbished 
villa close to the Foreign Ministry that  once was the United States  mission’s 
headquarters in Hanoi.

As described by Mr. Tien, the Front is an independent entity. It  now has 15 
offices in Communist capitals, and several others such as tha t in Algeria.

His own task  in Hanoi is not precisely a diplomatic one but “a special form 
not seen anywhere in the world,” he said. But on all questions relating to the 
South, he added, his people and the North Vietnamese conduct discussions on the 
same footing.

“The North cannot speak for the South,” he said. “Anyone who has  to discuss 
South Vietnam must speak with the F ront.”

If North Vietnam has some question concerning the South, he said, its repre­
sentatives have to talk the matte r over with him.

He was asked whether all aid to his cause had to go to North Vietnam, and 
whether it was then funneled to the South. Not at  all, he responded, explaining 
tha t if aid is fo r the South it has to be a rranged directly with the F ront. There 
has to be clear specification of what is destined for  the  North and wha t is for the 
South, he said.

PLACE AT PEACE TABLE
He emphasized that  North and South were one people and one nation and en­

gaged in a common struggle and said tha t this was why each had the right to 
demand aid from the other.

Asked who ran the armed struggle in the South—-the North, as is presumed 
abroad, or the South—he replied: “The direction of the struggle is run by the 
South, not the North.”

Since all questions on the South are  settled by the Front, Mr. Tien said, it nat­
urally must be represented at the conference table when peace talks begin.

What about reunification? The Front and the North would have to discuss 
tha t on the basis of equality, he insisted, and the Front  would then decide all 
matters for the South as far as reunification is concerned.

He said Southern thinking was tha t reunification could occur only step by step. 
The firs t step would be to renew trade , mail and travel between North and South. 
Because of the division of the country, many people have not seen the ir relatives 
for 10 years, Mr. Tien remarked.

As to what steps would be taken after tha t or what  time period might be in­
volved, he offered no specifics but conveyed the impression th at there would be 
no hurry and tha t there were many complicated questions to be resolved.
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Some of the se may ari se from differences between the  prog ram of the  Fro nt 
and  the policies of  North Vietnam.

The Fron t has  a five-point program calling for  nat ional independence, demo­
crati c freedom, peace, neutrali ty and  reunification. The neu tra lity plank  en­
visages a government generally  aligned with neutr ali st Asian sta tes  such as 
Cambodia,  Laos and Burma.  In  con tras t, North Vietnam is a firm member of 
the  Communis t block.

The  Fron t says it wan ts to end all  alignments to any bloc or system, whether  
Amer ican or Communist.

How the  neutrali ty question  might be worked out  has not been indicated.
Ano ther  point  of some divergence lies in the poli tical  complexion of the F ront’s 

Centra l Commit tee (which includes, according to Mr. Tien, not only Communists 
but bourgeois inte llectuals  and members of the  religious sects and  other parties. 
There are differences among them  as to the type of government th at  should be 
set up af te r the  war, he said, some believing it should follow the socialis t path  
and  some the  Communist, with the  most powerful group stan ding firm for  neu­
tra lity.

Mr. Tie n’s picture of the Liberat ion Front differed  sharply from th at  held by 
many in the  United States that  it  is an organizat ion crea ted and  d irected by and  
subservient to the  Hanoi  regime. Such ideals, he contended, are  a serious mis­
calculation.

He said  the  United  States shou ld recognize the leading  role of the  Fro nt in 
the  South , both  now and in  the  future, once peace is restored.

North Vietn am Runs on Bicycles—P arts Are P riceless—Other Transport 
Is  Usually P oor 

(By Ha rris on  E. Salisbury)
Hanoi, North Vietnam, Jan. 5.—The best  present you can give your  girl  

frie nd in Hano i is not a box of candy or even a diamond ring. I t’s a  new chain 
for  h er  bicycle.

The bicycle is ju st  as essent ial to the North Vietnamese as the  auto is in Los 
Angeles. Without the bicycle Hanoi ’s life  would come to a halt . If  by some 
magic weapon all the bikes in N orth  Vie tnam could be immobilized, the  wa r would 
be over in a twinkling.

Hanoi citizens,  according to foreign residents,  are  notably honest and thef t is 
almost unknown. Diplomats  say there is only one thin g th at  sometimes dis­
app ears—a bicycle.

On the  broad boulevards  grea t sections of sidewalk are  roped off in the  ear ly 
evening ju st  before the  movies star t. Outside  the the ate rs 600 bikes each with  
its  wheel lock, will be parked  row on row in portable  wooden racks. Each also 
has  a license tag issued by the  municipal auth ority, which ave rts confusion since 
so many  of the  bikes are identical.

One of North Vietnam’s leadin g light  indus trie s is bicycle production.  Bicycles 
are also imported in larg e numbers  from Communist China and from Easte rn 
European countries p art icu lar ly Ea st Germany.

A bicycle from China costs 200 dongs since a 30 per cen t price  cut  this  year. 
The  dong is nominally valued  at  3.53 to the dollar, bu t its  purchasing power is 
more cle arly  reflected by pay rate s, which for  factory  or office workers range from 
70 to 80 dongs a month.

Bicycles are not rationed, bu t the marke t is contro lled by the issuance of p ur­
chase permits through  places of employment. The same Chinese bicycle that  
cost s 200 dongs in a store  will fetc h 1,000 in a p rivate  sale.

tires and gears, too

Under war time cond itions spare pa rts  are  of ten in s ho rt supply, which is why 
a new bicycle chain is such  a priceless prese nt. Tires are  good presents, too, 
as are gears , wheels and oth er components.

Hanoi has  no  taxis.  Only diplomats  and high officials have cars, and they are  
provided for  foreign visi tors . There is a small number of hand-hauled, rubber- 
tir ed  car ts, but  these  are more likely  to be filled with  boxes and bundles  than  
passengers .
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Hanoi has  a small  municipal str ee tca r system using half-size tandem cars , 
but it  operates only in the  evening and ea rly  morn ing because of the  bombing. 
There is a bus system for the  suburbs and nearby towns, bu t it seems to run  
irregularly , mostly  at  n ight,  utilizing  a beat-up  fleet of old, camouflaged buses .

The  bicycle is the  key to transp ort  in the  country as well as in Hano i. I t is 
the  bicycle th at  car rie s fan tas tic  burdens when ra il and truck links  are impeded 
by bombing.

FROM TRAINS TO BIKE S

One foreign  resid ent  told of coming upon a place ne ar  Haiphong where bombing 
had severed a r ai l line. A brigade  of hu ndreds  of bikes was on the scene. Fre igh t 
was tra nsferre d from the tra in  to the  bicycles—600 pounds on each. In  a re­
markably short time, the fore igne r related, the fre igh t was moving along the 
bombed-out tracks  to a point where it  could be reloaded onto ano the r train .

The most active period for  tra nspo rt is at  night since the  American ai r effort 
slackens then or is more easily evaded. Then the big t ruc k convoys and  myriad 
bicycle carav ans  roll.

The whole rhythm of city  life has  been geare d to bombing schedules. Most 
shops open f rom 5 A.M. to 8 A.M., then close u nti l l ate  af ternoon or earl y evening. 
The 5 A.M. shopping hour is not  difficul t for  a Hano i resident. Government 
offices and fac tori es begin th eir  working day at  6 o’clock, and by 7 o’clock the  city 
is bustling with  life.

The slackest period comes from 1 P.M. to 5 P.M., the  period when bombing 
att acks  have most frequently  occurred.

In  those hours foreigners  usually  s tay in hotels  or embass ies ra th er  t han face 
the  prospect of being caug ht on the str ee t and having to take refuge in one of 
Han oi’s ma ny individual manhole shel ters . They are  just  the  rig ht size  for the 
Vietnamese bu t Russians , Frenchmen or  Brito ns often find them uncomfortable.

H ano i R ei te ra te s I ts  Sta nd  T h a t  F ou r P o in ts  Are B a si c— I t  Co m m en ts  on  
T heo rie s T h a t  D on g’s R em a rks  H in te d  a C h a n g e  

(By Ha rri son  E. Salisbury)
H a no i, N or th  Vie t n a m , J an . 6.—So much speculation and excitm ent were gen­

era ted  in Washington, London and  Pa ris  by Premie r Pham Van Dong’s remarks  
this week on the war  th at  Hanoi issued an official stat ement  tod ay designed to 
bring the  ma tte r back to earth.

The speculation cente red on Premier Dong’s stat ement  to thi s correspondent 
defining the na ture of N orth Vie tnam ’s program for resolution  of the Vietnamese 
conflict. Foreign diplomats and press commentators read into his decl arat ion 
two in terpre ta tio ns : that  Nor th Vietn am’s position had changed and th at  its 
four-poin t program was negotiable.

The passage in the  interview t hat  st irr ed  excitment was as fo llows :
“We have  ou r point  of view and  we have  p ut  forw ard  fou r points , which con­

sti tute the basis  for sett lem ent  of the  Vietnam question . These  should not be 
considered  ‘conditions.’ They  are merely tr uth s.

“The most simple thin g is to recognize our  sovere ignty and  our independence. 
It  involves only recogniz ing the  poin ts in the Geneva agreements . Phe ruling 
circles of the  United Sta tes  do not  like  to  accept our fou r points , and partic ula rly  
the  th ird  point. Th at  means th at  they  are stil l clinging to South Vietnam, th at  
means  they  are  stil l in trod ucing themse lves into a tunnel.

“Now w hat can you do abo ut tha t?  We must come to a solution on the basis 
of the  four points. Whichever way you may go around, finally you must come to 
the four  points .”

The P remier co nti nued :
“Besides  the four point s, we have  also pu t ano ther point. That is to demand 

th at  the  United Sta tes put , uncondi tiona lly and for good, an end to t he  bombing 
and all hostil e ac tivi ty a gains t the North .”

In discuss ion lat er  on, when Mr. Dong was asked to cla rify  furth er  the status  
of the four points , he phrased  his response th u s:

“I t is wrong to say th at  we are pu ttin g some condit ions. What I have told  
you are  not our  ‘cond itions,’ bu t condi tions  for  valid settle ment. The question  
is how to reach a settl ement  which can be enforced.”
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Those are the  Premier’s prec ise words. Today they were officially res tat ed  
as fol low s:

“The four-point stand  of the  Democratic Republic  of Vietnam constitutes the 
basi s of a se ttlem ent of the  Vietnamese problem.”

The four-point program is a s follows :
1. Recognition of the independence, sovere ignty,  uni ty and te rri toria l inte gri ty 

of Vietnam and the wi thd raw al of United  Sta tes forces from the  are a pending 
reunificat ion of Vietnam.

2. Respect for the  mi litary  provisions of the  1954 Geneva agreement,  includ­
ing those barrin g foreign forces.

3. Settlement  of South Vie tnam ’s intern al affa irs by the  South  Vietnamese in 
accordance wi th the program of the  National  Liberation Front.

4. Peace ful reunification o f Vie tnam by the  peoples of North  and South withou t 
foreign interference.

The circumstances of the  Pre mier’s sta tem ents should be explained. He re­
ceived this  corre spondent  last  Monday afte rnoon in the Pre sident ial Palace. 
He had  fami liar ized  himself  beforehand with a deta iled group of quest ions sub­
mit ted  in advance.

Lis t of questions had  been prep ared  not only for  h imse lf bu t for  P resident Ho 
Chi Minh and the Defense Minis ter, Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap. It  was tac itly  un­
ders tood  that  the  corresponden t probably would be received by one. but the re 
was  no advance indication of  which one.

Premie r Dong said  he would endeavor  to discuss  the questions, but not in a 
formal interview, which he finds uncomfortable . He said  he would make a 
seri es of observations , the n the  obse rvations could be discussed and questions 
pu t in  an  in form al m anner.

He asked th at  since the interview was being conducted so inform ally, any ­
thin g wr itten  about it be subm itted for  checking to make  cer tain  that  the quo ta­
tions  were  precise.

With agreement  on the se ground rules, the discussion was launched. Mr. 
Dong divided his rem ark s into  two main sections. The first was devoted to the  
war, its origin  and  prospects. The  second deal with questions involved in a 
settlement. There then was  considereable interchange, the  whole discuss ion oc­
cupying about  4% hours and touching  on most of the v ital  issues in th e conflict.

Cer tain  segments of the discuss ion were  placed off the record. A dispatch  
repo rting on the  talk  was  subm itted  Tuesday to the Foreign Minis try, which 
checked it closely, proposing  cer tain tex tua l changes and  deletions.  Thus  the  
dispatch  as tra nsmi tte d and  published represen ted a careful, acc ura te repor t of 
the Premie r’s views.

Today’s sta tem ent  was not designed to dispute th at  dispa tch. The minis try  
rechecked the  text  af te r the  wave of speculation arose and  made some minor 
clarifications, which ar e inco rporated  in the  passages  quoted in thi s dispatch  
as well as in th e te xtu al version tha t accompanies it.

Wh at is th e significance of all t his?
It  appears  th at  the gre ate st care and caut ion should  be observed in att em pt­

ing to analyze official North Vietnamese stateme nts.  Even when precise ly made, 
they  may not be fully unders tood  in the  West.

The question of the fou r poin ts is partic ula rly  complex. When Premie r Dong 
says  they are  not  conditions that  mus t be accepted  prior to peace negotiat ion,  
he is speaking qui te sincerely. While  H anoi  does no t ins ist  that  they  be agreed  
upon before it will si t down at  the  conference table, it  does ins ist on a solution 
based on them.

Whe ther  th is is a dist inct ion without a difference rem ains  to be seen.
If  the  fou r points were  made the  agenda of a conference , the West would  

cer tain ly p resum e t hat  there would be give and tak e a nd tha t, in effect, the  points 
were negotiable . Bu t thi s may not be Han oi’s view at  all, especially  since  the  
Premie r says  th at  the  point s con stit ute  “condi tions  for  a valid  sett lem ent” th at  
“can be enforced.”

The speculation and  excitem ent aroused by th e interview have been intens ified , 
in the  opinion of some diplomats in Hanoi,  by a widesprea d fai lure in the West 
to rea lize th at  Hanoi has  said much th e same thing severa l times.”

Whatever the  situ ation,  the Pre mier’s entire  sta tem ent  containe d a num ber  
of illum inat ing ins igh ts into North Vietnamese thinking, not all of which  are  
read ily apparen t.
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Clearing Skies Bring U.S. Planes Over the Capital of North Vietnam 
(By Harrison E. Salisbury)

Hanoi, North Vietnam, Jan . 7.—When the sun finally broke through Hanoi’s 
gray skies at noon yesterday, a resident of the Thongnhat Hotel nodded and 
said, “We’ll be having visitors after lunch.” He was right.

Almost on the dot of 2:30 P.M., Hanoi’s sirens wailed, the pre tty hotel 
waitresses grabbed their rifles and helmets and the guests  filed out into the rear 
courtyard, where the hotel’s three  white roosters majestically str ut  in a tall 
cage.

Despite the urgings of a small, helmeted, gun-carrying porter, the guests did 
not enter the air  raid shelter, but instead dallied in the warm sun, peering up 
at the almost cloudless sky,

RI FL EM EN  ON ROOFS

On the roofs of nearby buildings, including the State  Bank, men with rifles 
were wheeling right and left watching for planes. Suddenly came the crack 
of an old-fashioned ant iaircraft gun close by, certain ly within a block or so.

The guests edged a little closer to the bunker’s entrance. There was a pause. 
Then, with deep Martian thunder, Hanoi’s SAM’s, surface-to-a ir missiles, opened 
up and the guests heeded the warden’s plea and walked down the concrete steps 
into the bunker.

The Thongnhat hotel’s bunker probably is the flossiest in town. It  has park 
benches and folding chairs on which to recline and a couple of fluorescent lights. 
It  is long and narrow and the concrete floor is clean. It  is equipped with old- 
fashioned red fire extinguishers made by a French concern with the unlikely 
name of “Compagnie Knock-Out.”

After the SAM’s had let go once or twice, a high-pitched dist ant whine was 
heard. It  was the first time this correspondent had actually  heard  hostile 
planes overhead, although it was the eighth aler t he had undergone in a for t­
night in North Vietnam. The characteris tic sound of supersonic planes was 
unmistakable. Veteran’s of Hanoi’s air  raids  identified them as F-105’s, Republic 
Thunderchiefs, which may or may not have been accurate.

With the sound of the planes high over the city, the SAM’s le t go several more 
times and there was a heavy crash of conventional antiai rcraft batteries, though 
they were mostly some distance away.

This was Hanoi’s second alert of the d ay ; there had been a 10-minute alert in 
the morning but without audible gunfire or planes.

After 20 minutes the all-clear sounded and the guests emerged from the 
bunker.

RE SIDE NT S NOT E A LU LL

Hanoi residents say there has been a decided lull in close-in bombing since the 
attacks of Dec. 13 and 14.

Some have attributed this to the presence of a United States  correspondent 
and have predicted th at with his departure today the attacks will intensify.

Actually there apparently has been considerable air  action over Hanoi’s more 
dis tant approaches.

Efforts by this correspondent to revis it Namdinh, the scene of controversial 
bombings by United States warplanes, were frus trated because of heavy air  
action reported in the la st few days in areas between Hanoi and Namdinh, about 
65 miles to the south.

Many Hanoi residents now consider themselves experts  on United States 
bombing tactics. In recent weeks, they say, American planes have come in from 
almost any direction and not infrequently are over the city before, or almost 
simultaneous with, the s iren’s sound. They attribute this to a low-level approach, 
which makes radar  detection and plotting more difficult.

Not infrequently United State s planes are over Hanoi, according to residents, 
for considerable periods of time. They were reported to have been overhead 
for about 45 minutes in the Dec. 13 at tack, criss-crossing the city as they singled 
out their targets.

One milita ry observer here expressed some puzzlement over the Dec. 13 and 
14 attacks.

He said the targets were small and difficult to hit and had to be approached 
through ant iaircraft fire. He said he was not certain why they had been picked
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out, since some seemed to have such small milita ry value. The observers said 
tha t he knew from personal observation tha t there were only 12 or 14 trucks  
and buses being repaired at Vandien, in the southern outsk irts of Hanoi, which 
was heavily hit.

It  was reported tha t in th is attack the Vietnam Polish Friendship Highschool, 
about three-quarters of a mile from the repair yard, was hit.

“There would seem to be more important military objectives in Hanoi, in­
cluding, for instance, the Paul Dourner Bridge or the city power plant,” the 
military observer said. “Bombs were dropped at either end of the bridge. But 
whether the bridge was not a target or the action was accidental or designed to 
show the bridge could be hit if the United States wanted to certainly wasn’t 
clear.”

Diplomats in Hanoi are  not exactly pleased at the United States air  action 
in and around Hanoi.

“I know jus t how the Hanoi people feel,” one diplomat’s wife said, “When 
American planes are overhead I ’d shoot a t them, too, if I had a rifle.”

CANADIAN MIS SION HI T

Among the buildings that  have been hit, reportedly in the Dec. 13 attack , 
was one housing the Canadian  mission to the International Control Commission.

One Canadian took some metal fragments, put them in a box and sent it off 
to friends in Saigon with  a note saying, “Look here, chaps, this is getting to be 
a l ittle bit much !”

“I don’t know how well they appreciated his sense of humor down in Saigon,” 
another Canadian said.

A Western diplomat said it was only luck tha t prevented serious casualt ies 
and damage on Dec. 13 at the Chinese, Polish, Rumanian and Russian embassies, 
which form a quadrangle.

Diplomats from both East  and West said tha t in the attack, a rocket from 
a  United States p lane h it a  tree jus t outside the Rumanian Embassy. The rocket 
engine lodged there. A red-hot chunk of metal was said to have blasted through 
an open window into Rumanian mi litary a ttach e’s office.

The blast  is reported to have knocked Rumanians in a shelter in th eir garden 
to the floor. Pieces of the rocket shattered  a corner of the Chinese Embassy 
and knocked many tiles from the roof.

Many of the charges  and countercharges of the air  war remain unresolved as 
thi s correspondent’s fortnight in Hanoi draws to a close.

Efforts to prolong the stay have been gently discouraged. The original plan 
was for a one-week visit. This was doubled at this correspondent’s request.

One thing seems ce rta in: this may have been the first visit of an American 
correspondent to wartime Hanoi, but it is not likely to be the last.

Cath olic  C h a r it y  A id e V is it in g  H anoi 

(By Harrison E. Salisbury)
H a no i, N ort h  Vie t n a m , Jan. 7.—Msgr. Georg Hiissler, secretary general of a 

West German Roman Catholic welfare organization, has arrived in Hanoi—the 
first foreign Catholic functionary to visit North Vietnam since the establishment 
of the Communist regime.

Monsignor Hiissler’s mission is one of relief. He came to Hanoi with the 
Rev. Martin Niemoller, a German Evangelical pastor and one-time submarine 
commander, who was imprisoned by the Nazis, to hold talks with North Viet­
namese Red Cross and medical officials.

For some time the German organization, par t of Caritas  International, has 
been making a financial contribution to the North Vietnamese Red Cross, to 
the  South Vietnamese National Liberation Front’s Red Cross organizat ion and 
to the Red Cross in South Vietnam.

Now Monsignor Hiissler is seeking to ascertain what medical supplies North 
Vietnam can use—possibly penicillin and other antibiotics, quinine and surgical 
Instruments.
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His visit is regarded in other aspects as well. It  is taken as a symbol of 
Pope Paul’s deep interest in peace in Vietnam and of the Vatican’s abiding int erest 
in strengthening t ies with Roman Catholics in the North.

Monsignor Hhssler was to confer with the Catholic hierarchy here, insti tutin g 
the first personal contact between Rome and the Hanoi churches since the 
Communist regime took over the North in 1954.

One important aspect of Monsignor Hussler’s visit was understood to be a 
tangible demonstration that  the Vatican’s interest is not concentrated exclusively 
on the church in South Vietnam. The intimate association of the southern 
church with the Diem regime through the late dicta tor’s brother, the Most Rev. 
Ngo Dinh Thue, then Archbishop of Hue, was taken by many in the North as a 
sign of partisans hip in the North-South struggle.

According to an estimate provided by the Rev. Ho Thanh Bien, pastor  of 
St. Dominique Church here, and by what is called the Liaison Committee of 
Patrio tic Catholics, a lay organization, there are jus t under a million Catholics 
in the North. No estimate of t he number who went South in 1954 was offered, 
but the generally accepted figure outside Vietnam is a million.

Monsignor Hiissler  puts membership in North Vietnam now at  something over 
700,000.

In the heavily Catholic dist rict of the Phatdiem area, 75 miles south of Hanoi, 
local officials said approximately 10,000 of the region’s population of 80,000 went 
south. The officials attrib uted  the exodus to an intensive campaign by repre­
sentatives of the Diem regime, who said th at under the Communists t he church 
would be suppressed.

The local autho rities in the Phatdie m area maintain  tha t they still have 
82 churches functioning for a population tha t is again about 80,000.

Fat her  Bien said tha t six of the North ’s 10 Bishops went south, and with them 
all 10 seminaries operating in the North. He estimated tha t two-thirds of the 
North’s priests also went south.

He said, and Monsignor Hiissler confirmed, tha t since 1955 the Vatican had 
confirmed six new bishops and that all 10 dioceses now had bishops. Father  Bien 
also said th at the 10 seminaries had reopened and tha t about 100 priests  were 
in trainin g. He said the Most Rev. Trinh Nhu Khue. named Archbishop of 
Hanoi in 1962, was the principal church functionary in North Vietnam.

Both Fat her  Bien and officials of the Patri otic Catholics said th at they were in 
mail communication with Rome, th at  the Pope’s edicts and other materia ls were 
being received and that  they sent back acknowledgements.

Asked why there had been no personal contact, they insisted tha t this was not 
due to Government interference but  tha t such contacts “depend on the s ituation .” 
which they described as being complicated, at least in part  because of the war.

They estimated tha t 300 to 400 priests were serving churches in the  North. 
Hanoi h as 12 churches, with 10 priests and possibly 20.000 worshippers, they said, 
explaining tha t Hanoi had never been as strongly Catholic as the countryside.

There are no schools of general education run by the Catholics, but children 
are  given instruction at church, particular ly during the two regular vacation 
periods each year, the churchmen said.

There are still a number of nuns and many convents operating, the churchmen 
said, but  they conceded tha t many nu ns had gone south.

They said the official position was one of noninterference in religious mat ters. 
According to these spokesmen, the Government provided considerable funds for 
rebuilding  churches after  par tition.

Roman Catholic members of the diplomatic colony attend mass in Hanoi 
churches but have had little  contact with the priests. One Frenchwoman goes 
to a Hanoi priest for confession. Another Catholic, a diplomat, does not, feeling 
tha t it might be embarrassing fo r the priest.

There are constant references in conversations with both laymen and priests to 
the exodus of Catholics in 1954, and it is evident tha t deep and bitte r wounds 
have been left.

Regarding the  Vatican’s efforts fo r peace in Vietnam, neither priests nor clergy 
offered any more specific comment than tha t the church fully supported North 
Vietnam’s peace proposals.

It  was said th at many churches had been destroyed or damaged by United 
States bombing and th at two priests had been killed.
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Hanoi I nviting  Westerners T o I nspect Bomb Damage

Following is the  firs t of a  series  of a rtic les by an as sis tan t m anaging  
edit or of The New York Times summing up obse rvati ons on his vis it to 
North Vietnam.

(By  Ha rris on E. Sal isb ury )

H ong K ong, Jan . 10.—The parad e to Nor th Vietnam has begun—not mere ly 
ju st  of newsmen or o f Am ericans —but of W este rner s of all kinds.

The North  V ietnam ese Governm ent h as reach ed a momentous decision—to open 
its  doors a nd invi te the  world in to inspect the res ult s of American bombings.

The tri p of thi s correspo nden t t o Hano i was not  the las t the re fo r an Ame rican  
correspondent.

There  ar e indicat ions t ha t h ard ly a week will pass  t hrough the  wi nte r when one 
American newsman or ano the r or a distinguished West European gue st w ill not  
be take n for a  wa lk t hro ugh  th e sh att ere d stre ets  of Namdinh.

Visitors will to ur  the  complex of Roman Catholic villag es around  Pha tdie m. 
south of Hanoi, insp ect the  flatte ned village of Phu ly or poke thro ugh  the  ruins 
of H ano i’s Pho Nguyen Thiep Str eet  an d the  wa stel and  of the Ph uct an are a along  
the  Hanoi Red Riv er levee.

Before thi s corr espo ndent lef t Hano i in the  pre-d awn hou rs Satur day on the 
plane of the In ter na tio na l Contro l Commission, the truce observ ation  body set  up 
under the 1954 Geneva accord s endin g the Indo china war, the  North Vietnamese  
capi tal was alr ead y receiving more vis itor s from  the West.

The same plan e th at  took thi s corre spondent out of Hanoi had bro ugh t in two 
othe r Americans,  Harry  Ashmore, one-time edi tor of The Ark ansas Gaz ette  of 
Litt le Rock and now cha irm an of the executive committee of the  Cen ter for  the 
Study of Democra tic Ins titu tions,  and Willia m C. Baggs, edi tor  of The  Miami 
News. With them  was Luis  Quintan illa , a former Mexican  Amb assador to the 
United States, who m ade t he tri p a s a privat e citizen.

Already in Han oi were the Rev. Mar tin Niemoller, a West  German Evan gelical 
pas tor and one-tim e submar ine comman der, and Msgr. Georg Hiissler, sec reta ry 
general of Carita s, West German Catholic wel fare  organizat ion. They came  for 
talk s on North V ietnam’s relief needs.

Hanoi at  long la st  has  decided to open North Vietn am’s doors  not merely to 
Communists, fellow  trav eler s, left ists , peace advo cates  and sup por ters of North 
Vietnam’s cause . It  has  decided to adm it a cross-sec tion of pol itica l belie fs and 
symp athies and  vis itor s from all kind s of coun tries , but  pa rti cu lar ly from the 
United Sta tes  and  Western  Europe.  Actua lly Hanoi  has  seemed to be inching 
tow ard thi s decisio n for months . Fo r instance , thi s corres pond ent began his 
effort nea rly 18 months ago, to pers uad e Nort h Vietn am’s a uth ori tie s to perm it 
him to vis it Hano i. The first  indication  th at  a vis it might be possible came six 
months  before  the  visa  act ual ly was  granted , namely last  June, when  a form al 
visa applicat ion was  accepted in  Pnompenh, Cambodia.

In Ju ne  the  Nor th Vietna mese autho rit ies  tho ugh t the tri p could be made, 
then changed th ei r mind and said  it would have to be postponed, but  p romised it 
could be c arr ied  ou t by th e end of the  year.

I t was abo ut th at  time  th at Hanoi, af te r more tha n six mon ths of  requ ests , 
per mit ted  the  firs t resi den t Western  corresponden t to tak e up his  dut ies  in 
Hanoi—Jea n Raff aelli  of Agence France-Presse.  During the s umm er an d autumn 
two or thr ee  Wes t European visi tors  were adm itted , including Jacque s Decomoy, 
corre spon dent  of the  news pape r Le Monde of Par is, who completed a vis it to 
Nor th V ietna m in ear ly December.

ap pl icat io ns  received

Ngo Dien, chief of information of the  Nort h Vietnamese Fore ign Minis try 
said Fri da y th at  his min istry had  received so m any cables in the  la st  for tnig ht 
for perm ission to visi t Hanoi th at  it had been unable  to read  them all. He said 
the  appl icat ions  made a stac k of cable s nea rly half a foot high and  numb ered in 
the hun dre ds from  all countri es of th e world, but  par tic ula rly  from  the United 

States.
This  does not  mean th at  Nort h Vietnam will be admi tting , all  thos e who apply. 

It  simply does not have the  fa cili ties  to  cope with more t han  a hand ful  o f v isito rs 
at  a time. Bu t the  flow o f vis itor s will undou btedly  be ma intain ed,  to  include 
many  Americans, especially jou rna list s, and  to cover all var iet ies  of sym path ies 

and viewpoints.

74- 68 7— G7----- S
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This decision by Hanoi may well, in the opinion of diplomats in Hanoi, have a 
major impact on the course of the war.

Visible evidence of damage caused by bombing is apparent to outsiders who 
walk down the streets of Namdinh or who try  to reconstruct in thei r minds what 
the  village of Phuly may have looked like before bombs virtually obliterated it. 
It  is against these impressions of human suffering and devastation that air  stra te­
gists’ arguments concerning military objectives will have to be placed.

BOMBINGS INVESTIGATED

A Scottish member of a seven-man team tha t is investigating the  bombings 
for Bertrand Russell, the philosopher, said :

“I am willing to concede tha t the Americans did not deliberately order their 
pilots to destroy villages, bomb out housing and kill civilians. It is even possible 
that the bombers consistently were strivin g to strike  a t purely military targets 
although this seems hard to believe in the case of miserable peasant villages that 
have been devastated.

“But the fact remains that, whatever the reason, bombs actually have leveled 
villages, killed large numbers of civilians and destroyed a very great  deal 
tha t cannot be considered military by any stretch of the imagination.”

Lord Russell’s group is seeking evidence on “war crimes” to be used at a 
planned “trial” of President Johnson and other United States leaders. The 
tribunal, which has no legal standing, is scheduled to meet in Par is in March.

The impact of continuous and detailed reports of the bombing by Westerners 
should not, in the opinion of diplomats sympathetic to the United States, be 
underestimated in Washington.

“Who remembers tha t the Nazis were trying to destroy the motor works in 
Coventry?” one diplomat said. “All we remember is that the Luftwaffe de­
stroyed the cathedral.”

The effect on world opinion may be heightened by television and documentary 
film coverage of North Vietnam. Japanese and French film crews are already 
at work there. It  is likely tha t Hanoi will soon also let an American team 
take pictures for American television audiences of what the bombing looks 
like from the victims’ side.

This involves delicate decisions for the North Vietnamese. Their military 
men are a little  nervous about having so many foreigners, particularly Ameri­
cans, moving about, making observations and taking pictures. But the basic 
decision clearly has been made that the advantages outweigh possible risks.

This correspondent has worked under wartime conditions in many countries. 
Restrict ions imposed during his fortnight in North Vietnam were remarkably 
light. There was no censorship of dispatches although they were read before 
being transmitted. Nothing was changed or deleted as far as he could ascertain.

The only restriction encountered concerned his interview with Premier 
Pham Van Dong, which was granted  with the understanding tha t certain parts  
of the talk were to be off the record. In addition the North Vietnamese Foreign 
Ministry proposed certain textual changes and deletions in a dispatch reporting 
the interview.

Jacques Moalic, the present resident correspondent of Agence France-Presse, 
said he encountered no censorship in four months’ work in Hanoi with one 
exception. The authori ties told him tha t they could not permit him to mention 
certa in trips  by Communist par ty secretaries outside the country.

On picture-taking this correspondent encountered simila r liberality. Color 
pictures were not permitted because the North Vietnamese lack processing fa­
cilities. Black-and-white photography was permitted, but the film had to be 
developed and inspected by the milita ry authorities . There was no military 
objection to any photos submitted.

The authori ties asked tha t one picture not be used, not for military reasons, 
hut because they thought it conveyed a poor impression of people who had 
been photographed.

No pictures were taken withou t permission. A text ile factory manager 
once objected to having his factory girls photographed. His reason is difficult 
to guess. On another occasion a picture was snapped at Phatdien, showing 
a view across a canal and open field. A security man requested tha t no more 
pictures be taken in tha t direction. Presumably there was a military reason, 
possibly an antic raft batte ry beyond the rim of the trees.

This correspondent exercised care not to propose pictures tha t might involve 
mili tary  objectives such as railroads , bridges or ant iair cra ft guns. In more
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than  20 years of work as a correspondent in vir tua lly  every Communist country  
of the world, one acquires a sense of w hat  is  l ikely to be regard ed as  a leg itim ate  
news photo by Communist officials and  one th at  is likely  to be regarded as 
violat ing eith er mi litary  secu rity  or the  propaganda image of the  coun try.

Comparatively speak ing, the Nor th Vietnamese were more relaxed than, fo r 
instance, Soviet officials even under today’s so-called “rel axe d” Soviet regime. 
Many pictu res of village life were taken th at  revealed a low sta ndard  of North 
Vietnamese life. Such pic ture s would probably  have aroused objections by local 
authorit ies,  for  instance , in Mongolia.

All visits, trips  and  interviews were arrang ed through the press  departm ent 
of the North  Vietnamese Foreign Minis try. Because of the delicacy  of the  cor ­
respondent’s position “behind the lines ,” requests  were submitted  in gen era l 
ra ther  than specific term s.

For  example, a reques t was  made to  v isit  ar eas  in Hanoi that  had been bombed 
without specifying which  ones, requests  were made for  trip s to towns and  citi es 
outside Hanoi where bombing could be inspec ted withou t specify ing them  by 
name, a request was  made to vis it country  villages to see th e l ife of people w ith ­
out  saying  which villages, to vis it factories, schools and  hosp itals wi tho ut 
specifying precisely  which ones.

Some requests for  interviews were specific—to tal k with the Prem ier, wi th 
Pres iden t Ho Chi Minh, with  Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap, the Defense Minister, with 
the min ister s of hea lth , educa tion and planning, with leaders of the  Roman 
^Catholic and Budd his t fai ths .

Most requests were  met. An interview was gra nte d by Premie r Dong, but  
not by President  Ho Chi Minh or General Giap, bu t it  was understood th at  only 
one of the trio  was likely  to receive the  correspondent. The Planning Min iste r 
was said  to  be o ut of town and  no good economic spokesman was forthcoming as 
a subs titute.

A reque st to  re vis it Namdinh fe ll through, but  th is was  not  the  fa ul t of  officials. 
A visit  had been set up  for  New Year’s day, but delays on a tr ip  to Pha tdie m made 
it  impossible to c ar ry  ou t the N amdinh trip.  Effo rts to reschedule faile d because 
renewed ai r act ivi ty af te r the New Year’s t ruce caused the autho riti es to regard  
the trip as hazardo us.

No requ est was  made, specifically to visi t Haiphong, and such a tri p was  not 
proposed by the  authoriti es.  The requ est was not  made because of a feeling 
that  Haiphong might be a sensi tive mi lita ry area. Actually, as conv ersa tions 
with diplomats  revea led, the Hanoi-Haiphong t riangle is open to  diplomats , who 
trav el  the re co nstant ly despite ai r att acks.

Thus in formation  on Haiphong and on the  ro ute s between Hanoi and Haiphong 
is alre ady  ava ilab le In detail in world chance llories.  Since Haiphong is con­
stantly visited by foreign shi pping ; there is no r eal  question  of m ilit ary  security 
in t ha t a rea.

One ma jor  reques t made to the North Vietnamese autho riti es fail ed of a 
positive response . This  was a requ est for inte rviews with  or info rma tion  con­
cerning American prisoners held in North Vietnam.

It  was imme diate ly indicated that  thi s reques t would be “difficult.” I t was 
said  that  the prisoners were in the  custody of the milita ry and that  it did not 
seem likely th at  the mil itar y would gran t permission. The requ est was repe ated  
up to the la st  day o f the v isit, but  withou t success.

[Mrs. Joe  Griffith, of Ithaca , N.Y., one of fou r American women who 
visi ted North Vietnam while  Mr. Sali sbury was there , repo rted a fte r her 
ret urn  to the  United Sta tes th at  h er group had met two c aptured Ameri­
can airm en and  brought back let ter s from other captured fliers.]

Efforts to piece together info rmation  about the  prisoners from oth er sources, 
including diplomats , provided litt le data. I t was said by the diplomats that  
they believed the  p risoners  were being given rela tive ly good care  a ltho ugh  it was 
understood some priso ners  found the  rice die t of the Vietnamese difficult.

The au tho rit ies  said  the  prisoners were not held in Hanoi, bu t had  been dis­
persed in sma ll groups to var ious places because of the  bombing danger . The 
prisoners were  parade d through the  stre ets  of Hano i las t Aug. 1. Foreign diplo­
mats  who witnessed the  spectacle found it  unp leasant,  pa rti cu lar ly when  one 
Communist dip lomat stepped from the ran ks  and  stru ck one of the wounded 
Americans.

North  Vietnam’s decision to open the  country for  Western inspection has been 
■vigorously urged for  many months by Ea st European representativ es, especially
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Czechs, Poles and Hungarians . As far as is known to the East Europeans, 
neither  the Russians n or t he Chinese have urged North Vietnam to open its  doors 
to the West.

“We told them again and again and again,” said one Polish diplomat, “tha t 
they must let the outside world know their  story. All they wanted to do was to 
invite delegations of thei r closest supporters. We told them tha t would not do. 
They must invite right-wing visitors, persons who do not sympathize with Com­
munism, persons who are antagonistic  to the ir system.”

This diplomat told how he intervened with the North Vietnamese on behalf of 
a Scandinavian diplomat who wanted to come to Hanoi and how impressed the 
Scandinavian was with the results  of American bombing and the North Viet­
namese war effort.

“This man was a good bourgeois,” the Pole said, “he was no friend of Com­
munism. But he  could not help but be impressed with what he saw.”

The problem of handl ing the continuous influx of Western journa lists and visi­
tors will not be easy for Hanoi. In many cases the North Vietnamese Authorities 
attac h a physician to the visiting groups, although in the case of this corre­
spondent they apparently fe lt he was rugged enough to get along w ithout medical 
aid.

They do not like to move people on highways in the daylight as there is never 
any certainty tha t American bombers may not appear at any moment. Visitors 
are usually driven in the early evening or pre-dawn hours to points outside Hanoi. 
This is not always possible, of course, and diplomats visiting Haiphong have had 
to take  shelter en route.

Hotel faci lities for v isitors exist only at  Hanoi and Haiphong, and even i f hotels 
in Namdinh and Ninhbinh. for  example, had not been bombed out, the author ities 
would be unlikely to permit visitors to stay overnight because of the possibility 
of attack . On trip s about the country, visitors are more likely to be put up in 
small village hostels.

The number of interpreters and escorts is small and provides ano ther limitation 
on the size of any Western influx.

Outside of casual shopping and errand s and v isits to foreign missions in Hanoi, 
this correspondent did not venture out witho ut an interpreter, not only because 
of the language barr ier, but also because of the delicacy of his position “behind 
the lines.” This provides an unusual quality  to a visit by an American to North 
Vietnam.

To an American who is constantly take n to see houses blasted by American 
rockets; hospitals where men, women and  children hur t in the bombing are  being 
treat ed ; who hears survivors tell how wives, husbands or children were killed, or 
who hears provincial author ities proudly announce the number of American 
planes shot down or describe the capture of an American pilot, there is a night­
marish quality tha t is ha rd to avoid.

TWO KIND S OF AMERICANS

This aspect seldom leaves the mind of an American visitor, but seems hardly to 
bother the North Vietnamese, who have been trained by the Government’s propa­
ganda to divide Americans into two categories—“American ruling circles,” re­
sponsible for the war. and o rdinary Americans, presented as individuals of good­
will and sympathy. The average North Vietnamese, on meeting an American in 
Hanoi, automatically classifies him as a “good” American as distinguished from 
“bad” Americans in Washington and up in the skies.

An additional facto r that  limits the number of visitors tha t may be received in 
North Vietnam is a ir transportatio n. There are only two routes open—the plane 
of the Int ernationa l Control Commission which links Saigon. Pnompenh, Vientiane 
and Hanoi, and a Chinese plane t ha t connects with services to Canton and Peking 
at Nanning.

The control commission plane, an old four-motor Constellation, makes the 
flight three times every fortnight. The service formerly was more frequent but 
the commission lost a plane over Laos last  year, presumably shot down although 
the wreckage has  never been found.

Because of the dangers of flying over North Vietnam in the daytime, the com­
mission plane remains on the ground at Vientiane until dusk, then takes off 
for a two-hour circuitous journey to Hanoi. The Cambodian a irline maintained 
a Pnompenh-Hanoi service until late  la st summer, but suspended it afte r a plane 
had encountered United States jets  on a bombing mission. The jets warned the
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Cambodian plane away.  It  flew .back to Pnompenh withou t land ing at  Hanoi 
and fu rth er  service was suspended.

The commission plane n orm ally  a rriv es in Hanoi about 9 P.M. and takes off on 
the  retu rn  t rip  about 4 A.M. t he  following morning. This enable s it  to  get across 
North Vietnam and  northern  Laos in darkne ss when ground fire is not likely to 
be encountered. The impression of tr ave lers is th at  people on th e ground in Laos 
and North Vietnam are trigger-happy  and open up on any thin g they see in the  
skies  on the  a ssum ption th at  it  is out  to bomb o r strafe .

The  Chinese planes flying in from  Nanning also make the  tr ip  in darkness, 
usua lly coming in and  t ak ing off the same evening. There are  one  or two planes  
weekly on the  Chinese service. Both the  commission and the Chinese cancel 
flights at  any indication of  possible trouble.

Thus access to Hanoi is not  easy and has  not been made eas ier ,by the  increas ­
ing reluctance of the Chinese to permit  th e tran si t of Western visi tors  bound for 
Hanoi. There has been spec ulat ion th at  the Czechoslovak ai rline , which now flies 
to Pnompenh, may add the Hano i link, but  nothing has  been done thu s far .

It  was an eerie experience to touch down in H anoi  shor tly af te r 9 P.M. on Dec. 
23, wondering what kind  of  reception lay ahead . All the  way from Pnompenh 
and through  a  pause  of  severa l hours  a t Vientiane, while  waiting f or dark ness to 
fall, a Canadian sergea nt who frequently trav eled  from Saigon to Hanoi,  talk ed 
dour ly about th e dangers o f the  flight, th e possibility  of be ing shot down by ground 
gunfire or fighte r p lanes of the  two or three  f ighting forces engaged in the  moun­
ta ins of no rthern  Laos.

When Hano i came into  sight,  it was not  the  bri llian t pool of ligh t th at  might  
have  been expected from  a city  that  was supposed to have a population  of more 
than  1,000,000 with  its  suburbs. The streets were marked by str ing s of dim 
lit tle  bulbs and the  edges of the  city  faded raggedly into darkness.

When the plane touched down, the  run way ligh ts were  almo st immediately 
switched off and the  ai rc ra ft  tax ied  up to the  ramp in darkness.  When the  
engines were cut  off, the  plane  was dark excep t fo r the  wavering ligh t of one 
flash light  in the  han ds of a stewardess. The doors opened and two North Vie t­
namese border control officers stepped aboard and, by the  l igh t of t he  flashl ight,  
checked off the names of passengers  and  took up passports.

COLOR FI LM  SURRENDERED

On the ground two young men who ident ified themselves as a rep resent ative 
of the  Foreign Minis try and a rep resentativ e of the  Hanoi Jou rna lis ts Associa­
tion. stepped up and  led the  way into the  dimly lighted small term inal .

There was a hal f-hour wait while baggage  was  unloaded from the  plane and 
the  autho riti es checked the  j>assports. The only ques tions  dea lt with  films and 
the only requ est made was th at  all color film be sur rendered again st a receipt  
with the proviso th at  it  could be picked up on exi t from the count ry.

Then the correspo ndent and  the  two young Vietnamese got into  a black Rus­
sian  Volga automobile and  drove into town along street s that  were  as dimly  
lighted as they  had  seemed from the  air .

The weather was  on the  chilly  side and  the  firs t impression  was one of gre at 
act ivity in the  str ee ts and  on the  highway lead ing out past the  airpor t. The re 
were bicycles and  trucks  and  people in constan t motion in the darkness . This, 
as soon became evident, was a customary fea ture  of the  Vietnamese nighttime 
landscape.

The highway paralleled a rai lro ad  line and a long tra in,  moving slowly  be­
hind a smal l locomotive, firs t could be hea rd and then  dimly seen in the  gloom.

The hotel, once called the  Metropole, but  rechris tene d the  Thong Nh at (Re­
unificat ion Hotel, proved to be a cavernous  old Fren ch establishment. Four or 
five E uropeans  were  cha ttin g under potted palm tree s in the  lobby. The dining 
room was empty excep t for  a head  wa ite r and two wait resses.

A quick din ner was  rus tled  up and  the  headwa iter then  explained th at  the  
resta uran t’s work ing hours were 6 A.M. to 8 :30 for breakfast,  10 :30 to  2 P.M. 
for  lunch and  5 P.M. to 8:30 for  dinner. The resta uran t had  been kep t open 
af ter hours to provide dinner  fo r the  late arr iva l. A b ar  a t the end of the hotel  
lobby began work  a t 8 A.M. and s tayed open unti l 1 1:30 P.M.

While thi s corre spondent  was in North Vietnam, foreign visi tors  included  a 
labo r union deleg ation  from Moscow, fou r American women represent ing  peace 
organ izations, a Jap ane se group to investigate “American wa r crim es,’’ ano the r 
inve stigating committee sponsored by Lord Russel l, the  Eng lish  philosopher, a
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group of four West Germans including Pas tor Niemoller and Msgr. Hiissler 
and a Cuban camera crew.

To each of the larger groups, several interpre ters and guides were assigned. 
A physician accompanied the American women and examined Pastor  Niemoller, 
who is 74 years old, to be sure that  he could stand the physical strain of t ravel ­
ing in the countryside.

Different organizations appeared to be acting as hosts for various groups. 
Some were under the wing of North Vietnamese peace organizations and others 
were at tached to a North Vienamese organization devoted to collecting evidence 
of American “war crimes.”

The groups were all housed in the same hotel. Some were given private dining 
rooms for thei r meals, others took their  meals in the public restaurant .

Most of the visitors were taken to see the same towns and villages damaged by 
bombing. But in each case the schedule seemed to be made up individually. For 
example, on the New Year’s weekend, this  correspondent was taken to Phatdiem.

He drove to the village complex Saturday evening, spent the night there  and 
then toured the villages Sunday, talking with local inhabitants and officials. 
That  same day at least two groups of visitors were brought to Phatdiem—the 
Russell committee members and the four American women, but thei r paths  did 
not cross.

The Japanese group made an extensive tour of North Vietnam. Some of its 
members went to the demarcation line a t the 17th parallel , studying the effects of 
bombing in many of the smaller villages in the demilitarized zone and along the 
coast.

The Russell committee split into two sections to carry  out inquiries in different 
par ts of the country. Most of the trips  arranged for visitors were to the south. 
The American women were taken on one trip  about forty  miles north of Hanoi.

As the volume of visitors to North Vietnam grows, it seems likely tha t most 
par ts of the country will be covered although there is an obvious reluctance to 
take groups into areas where heavy bombing is expected.

North Vietnamese Roads Come to Lif e at Nightfall

Following is the second of a series of articles by an assistant managing 
editor of The New York Times summing up observations on. his visit  to 
North Vietnam.

(By Harrison E. Salisbury)
Hong Kong, Jan. 11.—At 3 o’clock Friday morning, across Long Bien Bridge 

in Hanoi, moved a procession of women, each with a bamboo pole on a bowed 
shoulder and burdens balanced on each end.

The women moved silently through the night with a delicate half-step, half­
shuffle t ha t carried  them rapidly across the bridge. Occasionally they halted to 
rest. The burdens on the carrying poles, mostly bulk paper, vegetables and 
wrapped bundles weighed 50 or 60 pounds.

There was nothing unusual in the sight—nothing for Hanoi and North Viet­
nam. th at is. All through the night, people a re carrying heavy burdens on their  
backs into and out of the city and out along the network of roads and trai ls tha t 
thread through a maze of rice paddies and canals in the Red River delta, moving 
supplies south and moving food into the city.

CY CL IST S CARR Y GOODS

The movement goes on not only on the backs of women with their  delicate, 
swaying bamboo carrying poles. Goods also move on bicycles. Toward dusk, 
groups of 100 or 200 cyclists collect a t various points in Hanoi and outside.

There the burdens are put on bicycles, up to 600 pounds per bike, and the 
bicycle caravans sta rt out on thei r way through the darkness.

With the coming of dusk, olive-drab, jungle-camouflaged trucks, topped with 
brush and leaves, sta rt rumbling out of Hanoi onto the southward trails,  and 
empty truck s begin moving back into the city, having delivered thei r goods 
far the r south. At nightfall, the central  railroad station of Hanoi comes alive, 
and tra ins  begin to pull out, laden with people and freight.

To a remarkable extent North Vietnam has become a night country. It  is 
darkness t ha t provides the  g reates t protection against American bombers. And 
it is in the dark  hours when movements of supplies and troops are carried  out.
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This is a pattern tha t was first seen by the West in the Korean war. The 

Chinese “volunteers” supplied themselves and reinforced themselves at  night 
over routes and trai ls dominated in the daytime by United States air  power. 
The same practice is being repeated on a vast scale in North Vietnam.

VISITOR S MOVE AT NIGH T

The sight must be seen to be appreciated. This correspondent several times 
was taken out of Hanoi by car either  after nightfal l or in the early morning 
hours before dawn. Because of the bombing, the North Vietnamese prefer to 
move their visitors from point to point under shelter of darkness.

Only during the weekend truce periods over Christmas and New Year’s did this 
correspondent t ravel over highways in daylight except for brief visits into the 
countryside outside Hanoi. Even on trips  into the Hanoi countryside a few 
miles beyond the city, the precaution was taken to cover the car, a Soviet Volga, 
with camouflage net into which branches and leaves were stuck.

It  is safe to say tha t not one vehicle moves on North Vietnamese roads without 
leafy camouflage on its roof. Trucks are painted olive drab or splashed with 
camouflage. The same is true  of the buses th at carry people through the country­
side, and of the minia ture trains tha t chug across the rice delta. They are all 
coal burners, and the engines, freight cars and dilapidated  coaches are daubed 
in gray and dirty brown camouflage.

STREET LIGH TS  AT M IN IM UM

Hanoi is not blacked out at night, but street lighting is held to a minimum to 
conserve power, giving an eerie aspect to nighttime travel. The streets  become 
archways of big shade trees with tiny lights burning vaguely in the distance.

Outside Hanoi and its suburbs stric t blackout precautions are taken. There 
are no lights whatever showing in villages although occasionally one catches 
a glimpse of a glowing cookfire in a thatched house or a tiny candle flickering 
in a window. From dusk to dawn the countryside is dominated by velvet black 
shadows vaguely i lluminated by the stars  or, on one trip, by a silver moon tha t 
cast a baleful glow over endless rice paddies and clumps of bananas and palms.

Along the highways, columns of trucks, bicycle caravans, men and women 
with their  ca rrying poles move quietly and endlessly. Alongside the main high­
ways, rai l lines usually run, and occasional tra ins can be heard and then dimly 
seen moving along in the darkness.

The flow of traffic seems shapeless, but it is carefully organized, planned and 
controlled. There are sentries at the outskir ts of the city who control all move­
ment in and out, both by day and by night.

DETOURS ARE EF FICIEN T

Guards emerge from roadside sentry boxes, examine passes and then direct 
caravans onward. They are not only security guards, but traffic officers.

American bombing daily knocks out segments of road, disables bridges or 
destroys them, makes detours and diversions of traffic necessary if the flow of 
men and supplies is to be maintained. Convoys move along detours in a brisk 
and efficient manner. Road blocks are set up at diversion points and traffic is 
diverted by roundabouts  to a point beyond the blockage.

Not infrequently, traffic streams a re split, wi th southward traffic following one 
route and northward movement coming along a different route. Sometimes de­
tours may lengthen the route by as much as 10 miles, but they seem to provide no 
really serious handicap to movement.

PONTOON SYSTEM DEPICTED

American bombers concentrate their  attention on bridges, which are numerous 
in the de lta a rea where highways cross canal afte r canal and many trib uta ries  of 
the Red River. Many bridges have been knocked out, some as often as four  times. 
But repair crews work constantly to put them back in order.

Since bridges are generally not very long and of relative ly light construction, 
this is done with a speed surprising to an American who is familia r with pains­
taking construction tasks on United States highways where bridge building or 
repa ir may require many months.

At any given moment a large number of bridges on highways leading south from 
Hanoi may be out of service. However, th is does not hal t t he traffic flow. The
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North Vietnam ese have  the best  pontoon bridge  system this corres ponde nt has  
eve r seen. It  is  one th at  beat s the Bri tish  B ailey  bridge system of World Wa r II  
all  hollow.

Alongside every bridg e th at  thi s corre spon dent crossed, the re were mat eria ls 
ava ilab le for  a t leas t one or two pontoons to be con struc ted and  pu t in to use in an 
hou r’s time. The pontoons are made of can al boats lashed together, and the 
road way  is formed of loose bamboo poles of timb ers laid across.

This corres ponde nt crossed dozens of thes e bridges and watch ed heavy truck 
traffic move across  the m with  no m ore problem tha n the thu nde rou s reverber ation  
of th e loose bamboo roadbed.

Even if the  pontoons are  destr oyed  daily , they  can be replac ed promp tly with 
indigen ous ma teri als th at  cost vir tua lly  nothi ng but the  manp ower  requ ired  for 
assemb ly and tran spo rt.

The efficiency of the  pontoons rais ed the questio n why the  North Vietnamese 
also employed so much manpowe r to rep air  conven tional bridges along the high­
ways. The re may be a psychological fac tor  involved since the  pontoons seem to 
equal conven tional bridges in weig ht cap acity  and cer tain ly provide  a minimum 
main tena nce problem.

RAILROADS AN OBVIOUS TARGET

The same question  aris es concer ning North Vietn am’s rail roa ds.  Thi s cor re­
spon dent  did not inspec t rai lro ad s no rth  of Hano i since all his tri ps  were sou th­
war d across the delta . Howev er, accor ding to forei gners  who have seen the  ra il­
road  to the  north, in the dire ctio n of China, the re is not much difference between 
the  bombing dest ruct ion and  repa ir prog ram in the  n ort h and  south.

An e normous effort is expen ded by th e Governm ent to keep the  rail roa ds wor k­
ing. They offer a gleamin g ta rg et  for  att ack , impossible to camouflage, easy to 
hit . And the y a re being h it.

Bomb da mage and cra ter s pepp er the rai lro ad mile a fte r mile, thicke ning in the 
vici nity  of bridges and villag es. Life alongside the  r ail roa d would seem to be one 
of the gre ate st haz ard s in Nor th Vietna m. As bombers come in to att ac k the 
tra ck , the re is inevi table  dam age to civili an hab itat ion s along the rai l lines and 
for  a sub stan tial  dist ance  awa y from the  ra il lines. This  is par ticu lar ly tru e 
aro und ra il sidings.

Nor th Vietna m’s ra ilro ad is a sing le-tr ack affa ir. Sidings  are  ther efor e neces­
sar y to perm it tra in s to pass  each othe r. Bombing of such sidings has  been 
dev asta ting  to adjo ining villag es like Phul y, which, for  al l pra ctic al purposes, has  
been removed from the  map by Americ an bombing.

MIN IA TURE ROLL ING STOCK

The Nort h Vietnam  rai lro ad  is not to be compared  with  an American rail road. 
It  uses wh at seem to an American to be mi nia tur e locomotives and fre igh t cars.  
The  tot al amou nt of rolli ng stock isn’t known to this rep orte r, but  it would be 
sur pri sin g if it tota led as much as the  Erie -Lac kaw anna  Rai lroa d has  in its 
tru nc ate d New York com mute r service.

Unless there is a fac tor  in the  situ ation th at  escapes observation, the  tot al 
tonn age moved by rai lro ad  must be a small pa rt of the fre igh t moved by truc k 
or by bicycle o r by ca rry ing  poles.

Noneth eless the North Vietnamese  aut hor itie s and the  Unite d Sta tes Air 
Forc e seem agreed th at  the  rai lro ad is vita l to the war . It  is a princi pal tar ge t 
of United  States att ack s and  the  Nort h Vietnam ese exe rt an enormous effort to 
keep t he rail roa d going, an d wit h rem arkable  success.

They keep it runn ing by placi ng alongside it, mile af te r mile, enough r ail  m etal,  
bal las t, ties and bridg e con stru ctio n equipm ent to rebui ld the  rai lro ad sever al 
times  over. Rai l build ing ma ter ials lit te r the landscape  of North Vietnam.

It  would be difficult to est im ate  the  tot al volume of ra ils  th at  are  on hand , as 
well as angle iron, steel rods, wire  for  reinfo rcem ent, ties  and  processed ball ast.  
As fa r as the  labor  force  is concerned , it  is avai lable  in the countrysid e and has 
often  been seen by fo reign resi den ts rushing in to acti on.

EN DL ES S TUG OF WAR

Lab or is throw n into the  tas k in such numbe rs th at  even serio us brea ches  of 
the  rai lro ad are  rep aire d in times th at  seem rem arka ble to West ern observ ers. 
Truck s and earth- movin g equip ment are  ke pt on h and, sca tter ed and dispers ed, so 
th at  they  cann ot be wiped out by lucky bomb hits. It  was  the opinion of this
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observer tha t the tug of w ar between the air  force and North Vietnam for  main­

tenance of the railroad could go on indefinitely. The only question was whether 

the effort was worth it, whether the North Vietnamese might not more econom­

ically expend thei r labor on keeping and improving the highway and truck tran s­

port  system.
However, there is anothe r fac tor  involved here. To maintai n truck move­

ment on highways  requires constant expenditure of gasoline and oil. Oil storage 

depots at  Haiphong have been successfully taken out of operation by United 

States  ai r attacks. The capacity of North Vietnam to store oil and gasoline thus 

has been considerably reduced.
The country is dependent on a steady renewal of supplies by freigh ter and 

tan ker  through Haiphong and probably by t ank  cars on the railro ad coming from 

China.
The rail road runs on coal and probably could run on wood as well. North 

Vietnam produces its own coal in ample supply from mines in the northea st so 

th at the railroad may provide a guarantee of a heavy freight  route in the event 

tha t gasoline and oil stocks are interdicted by the United States.
If  the railr oad is not being ma intained as an alternative to truck  movement, 

then the only explanation for the enormous expenditure of the labor force and 

materia ls would lie in reasons of morale and prestige. These are not unim­

por tant considerations in a small country tha t has been heavily attacked  and 

in which there is a common pride in keeping the  w ar effort up against  a power­

ful opponent.
From this  standpoint the sight of trai ns continuing to move along the tracks 

throu gh the dusk, rails being relaid  and reballasted within hours of a heavy 

air  attac k, and bridges being restored by one means or another within days 

must bolster the morale of ordinary North Vietnamese.

MANPOWER PL EN TIFU L

It  is apparent afte r even casual inspection tha t the American air offensive 

has cost the North Vietnamese heavily. It  compels them to commit manpower 

th at otherwise would be available to reinforce the armed services, build up 

facto ry production, lift agric ultur al output or simply convey supplies to the 

south.
Now hundreds of thousands of man-hours are needed to mainta in supply 

routes. This burdens North Vietnam’s war effort substantially. But, at the 

same time, there is no sign tha t the task  of maintaining supply routes south­

ward is beyond the country’s capacity.
Manpower is still plentiful and this kind of task is one with which the North 

Vietnamese are famil iar and have in effect lived for many years.
The investment of manpower i n the  movement of supplies has been a basic part 

of North Vietnamese st rategy and tactics  from earlies t times. For example, in 

setting a tra p for the French at  Dienbienphu in 1953 and 1954, the North Viet­

namese moved in from China, largely by human power, heavy artille ry and 

munitions that enabled them to outgun the French.
They had to move all the rice to feed their  forces about 1.000 miles from Yun­

nan. Every grain of rice moved either on carrying poles or on bicycles. It is 

estimated that  only 10 per cent of the rice eventually reached the encampments 

of t he hills around Dienbienphu. But it was enough for the troops, accustomed 

to tighte n their belts and carr y on.
The North Vietnamese undoubtedly will grow leaner and thinne r if the war 

of att riti on  goes on. But this has been their  history for so many years that  

it is questionable whether it will produce the effect that this policy is designed 

to produce—a willingness on Hanoi’s part to negotiate peace.

SHOR TAGES FREQU ENT

The effects of the war on the populace are noticeable to foreign residents of 

Hanoi. They say tha t the stan dard of living has gone down in the past year, 

tha t clothing is shabbier and hard er to come by, that the diet is harsher. This 

is confirmed by the North Vietnamese themselves.
One of them said: “You should see us in peacetime conditions. We aren’t 

very good-looking now. We are thin and worn and the girls aren't so pretty.”

But the North Vietnam living stand ard has never been high. It probably was 

not as low under the French as the Vietnamese now contend. They insist that  

under  the French many people in the north had nothing more than rags for
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clothing  and one of the  regim e’s bragged-of achievements  is that  now every­
one in the  north has a dres s or  trouse rs and a shi rt to wear.

Still , shortages are  freq uent. Dur ing the for tnight thi s correspondent was in 
Hanoi, matches were not to be had  in stores. Not long previously ciga rettes 
were scarce for several weeks. Soap has  been hard to get. Sal t supplies have 
not  always been available  in vil lages.

Meat  is scarce for  ord inary Vietnamese and chickens are  expensive in village 
marke ts—about 8 dongs a kilog ram (2.2 pounds). The dong is officially valued 
at  3.53 to the  dollar. The average  wage is 70 to 80 dongs a month. Women get 
a rat ion  of five or six yards  of cotto n cloth a year and  men the  equivalen t in 
cloth or clothing.

Long-time Hanoi residen ts say these  shor tages are  reflected  in the  shabbier 
appeara nce of residents compared with the period  before  the bombing began. 
The  city  itse lf is badly run  down. Few buildings have been painted  in recent 
years and  bombed wreckage remains, with no effort to repair.  Cars  are  worn 
and  gasoline makes them s pit  and  cough.

NO EFFECT IS  SEEN

But none of th is seems likely  to have much effect on North  Vie tnam’s wa r effort. 
In  villages , where houses and  huts are  bombed, they usua lly are  repa ired  quickly 
if the  damage is not too serious, or new houses are  bu ilt. Houses are  mostly of 
simple clay and wattle  construction with tha tche d roofs. If  residents survive 
the  a tta ck , they can rebu ild houses with the ir neighbors’ help in a shor t time.

It  is d iffere nt wi th more substa nti al buildings. In most villages and towns that  
thi s cor respondent saw, bigger buildings  tended to suffer more  damage. Residents 
contended th at  bigger build ings were more frequently singled out for  bombing 
atta cks . In many towns  most bigger buildings had suffered damage. Brick  
stru ctu res , whe ther  damaged or not, had  simply been aband oned and residences, 
offices, schools, art isa n cooperativ es and  hosp itals  had been dispe rsed into small 
one-room huts and houses.

FACILITIES ARE DISPERSED

The dispersal puts  an economic burden on North Vietnam and almost anyth ing 
th at  is now hit  by a United Sta tes  bomb is likely to be an institu tion of some 
kind. This  is part icu lar ly t rue in the  environs of  Hanoi.

In expec ting heavy bombing of Hanoi, the author itie s have  scat tered offices, 
schools, factories and almost everyth ing moveable into villages  and towns near­
by. Since the Air Force  has been paying more at ten tion to th e environs of Hanoi 
than  to the  city itself , sub stantial casualt ies have been caused in evacuated 
schools. The author itie s adm it this but say they are  caught  in a dilemma. If  
the  United States star ts  a sa tur ati on  att ack on Hanoi, they  do not wish to ex­
pose the  people to  mass  casualt ies.  They pre fer  to risk  sca ttered casualties re­
sult ing from the evacuat ion.

The net  conclusion of m any fore ign residents of H anoi is th at  while American 
bombing has damaged  North Vietnam severely, causing heavy material and  
human losses and compelling the  Government to invest men and material in neu­
tra liz ing  the attack, it is not  likely to provide a decisive fac tor  in maintaining 
the fight in the south or  in compell ing Hanoi to  capi tulate.

Fore igners in Hanoi believe the  N orth  V ietnamese when they say they are  pre­
pared to sacrifice Hanoi, Haiphong, all the ir cities  and towns, ra ther  than yield 
under American bomb power.

Bomb Controversy: View  F rom th e Ground—TJ.S. Says I ts T argets Are All 
Military—H anoi D isse nts

Following i s the third of a series of articles by an a ssis tant managing 
editor of The New York Times summing up observations on his recent 
visit  to North  Vietnam.

(By  Harri son  E. Salisbury)
Hong Kong, .Tan. 11.—The most  controversial subject concerning mil itar y op­

era tions in Vietnam is the  United Sta tes  ai r bombardment , what the United Sta tes 
is seek ing to  bomb and what the  bombs are hitting.
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Pre sid ent  Johns on has  sta ted  American policy in simple terms. He said  th at  
the  United States was bombing “steel  and concrete” and  th at  he was convinced 
American pilots were carryin g o ut those orders.

The North Vietnamese conte nd that  the United States is pur suing a delibera te 
policy of ter ror  bombing, wit h civil ian popu lation and  non mil itar y objectives as 
th e targ et.

Wher ein lies the  tr ut h?  Af ter  two weeks of pai nstaki ng observation and in­
quiry  on the ground in No rth Vietnam, thi s corre spondent can rep ort only wh at 
he saw and wha t he hear d. Many bombs have falle n on tar ge ts th at  unqu estio n­
ably are  mil itary object ives by any definition. Many bombs have  also falle n on 
tar ge ts th at  are  not  m ilit ary  ta rge ts.

Wh at are  the mi lita ry tar ge ts th at  have evide ntly been bombed? Forem ost 
ar e the  rail roa d and the ra ilr oa d bridges run nin g south acros s the  delta from  
Hanoi and Haiphong. For eign ers in Hanoi rep ort  th at  the rai lro ad nor th from 
Hanoi has also been bombed.

Highways run ning sou th and bridges along them  hav e been bombed.
Other  tar get s th at  th is corre spondent saw and th at  had been bombed are  

rai lro ad  sidings, an tiai rc ra ft  gun sites, the  Yenvien rai lro ad  yar ds and the  so- 
calle d Vandien truck park in the  Hanoi met ropo litan are a, severa l facto ries,  and 
several buildings t ha t pr obably served a s m ilit ary  ba rrac ks.

In  addition, We ster ners in Hanoi confirmed th at  oil stor age  de pots in Haip hong  
were  destroyed in t he  in iti al  Un ited States att ack last J un e 29.

Wh at are  th e n onmilita ry tar get s th at  can be seen to have  been bombed? They  
ar e several  residence ar ea s in Hanoi,  sub stantial are as of mixed housing, smal l 
shops and miscellaneous build ings in the  sub urbs  of Gialam , Yenvien a nd Vandien 
in the Hanoi metrop olitan are a, several schools in the  Hanoi area , villag es and  
ham lets along highw ays lead ing south from Hanoi, large are as of hous ing an d 
shops in towns like Nam dinh  and Ninhbinh and in th e Phatdie m village complex, 
and  a v ariety  of ot her  objec tives, including cemeter ies.

M ISSI LE S MISFIRE D

When Hanoi officials firs t reported th at  Americ an bombs and airc raf t-fi red  
rockets had struck the  c ity  Dec. 13 and 14, Uni ted Sta tes  officials contended th at  
the  damage migh t hav e been caused  by the  misfiring of one of the surface-to -air  
missiles used by the  No rth Vietnamese to pro tect  Hanoi aga ins t American ai r 
atta ck.

Later  one Ame rican  airma n who had particip ate d in the  att ack said  he ha d 
seen two missiles misfire and had  observed the miss iles hi tting  the  ea rth  in open 
are as outsid e Han oi.

The poss ibilit y of misfiring of missi les is not  excluded by this  corre spondent.  
But no p erson with whom he talk ed in Hanoi, eit he r official or unofficial, eit he r 
Nort h Vietnam ese or foreign,  eit her Western  or Eas tern, believes th at  the ma jor  
are as of damage  in  t he  a tta cks of Dec. 13 and 14 resulte d from missiles. Rig htly 
or wrongly the o pinion in Hanoi is th at  th e damag e was caused  by the  Americans, 
not  the  Nor th Vietnam ese.

TH E IS SU E OF THE DIK ES

The re is also th e question of dikes and levees. Are they legit ima te mili tar y 
tar ge ts?  Th at seems to be a  matt er  of definition. If  t hey  were  to be destr oyed , 
the  ri che st are as  o f N orth  Vietnam would be d eva stat ed with a heavy  loss of life. 
The United  Sta tes  contend s th at  the  dikes have never been clea red as tar ge ts 
and  in fac t have nev er been bombed.

However, North Vietnam ese officials charge th at  t he  levees h ave  been att acked 
repeatedly , pa rticu lar ly las t summ er dur ing  t he high -water stage, when a brea ch 
in the dike sy stem could h ave been catast rophic.

This  corr espo ndent has  seen cra ter s in and  around dikes where  bombs have  
fallen . Other We ster ners have  seen bomb hit s on dikes and stri ngs  of cr at er s 
along a line of levees.

Wha teve r the  reaso n for  the  bombs fall ing  on dikes, the  effect was the same 

as if the bombing had  been intentio nal.  The  North  V ietnamese a utho rit ies  regard  
the  a ttacks wi th such seriou sness th at  t hey have mobilized thousa nds  of laborers 
to thro w up au xi lia ry  walls  and  dikes to hold back the wa ter  if the  main system 
is breached.

CARRIER BRIEF INGS REPORTED

It  is easy to establish  th at  wide sprea d har m has  been done to  c ivil ian  housin g 
and  nonm ilit ary  ins titu tions and  th at  civi lian  casu alties have  been exte nsiv e
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during the United States bombardment of North Vietnam. It  is not so easy to 
determine the cause of the damage and the casualties.

This correspondent has talked with two non-Americans who have been pres­
ent at Seventh Fleet carr ier briefings on the bombing of North Vietnam. Ac­
cording to these witnesses, pilots are assigned precise targets. They are warned 
against jettisoning bombs on civilians  or at random in the countryside.

The instructions for attacks on North Vietnam differ radically from briefings 
for attacks on the demilitarized zone between North and South Vietnam, the 
witnesses said. In the demilitarized zone, pilots are given wider lati tude.

“They are permitted to fire on anything that moves,” one witness said. “Man, 
woman, child or goat. But they do not  have permission to bomb at  random in the North.”

Those on the ground in North Vietnam cannot tell whether pilots jettison 
bombs at  random despite instructions, but in the view of at  least one Western 
milita ry observer in Hanoi the fliers undoubtedly do.

A pilot en route back from a mission may “lighten his load” by disposing of 
remaining bombs or letting off a rocket or two for  causes tha t cannot always be 
precisely ascertained, according to this view. And if bombs or rockets hit  civilian 
targets, who is to know ?

There is a  good deal of specula tion among Westerners in Hanoi about United 
States t arget selection. Some Westerners believe United S tates target specialists 
tend to pick imposing buildings as  military objectives without necessarily precise 
information.

This line of speculation is stir red by the consistency with which buildings of 
more than one story seem to have been h it in town after town and hamlet after 
hamlet.

The North Vietnamese like to point to Roman Catholic churches th at have been 
damaged, some severely. There are  also bomb-battered Buddhist  temples. De­
spite North Vietnamese contentions tha t churches and pagodas have been delib­
erately attacked, few Westerners accept this explanation. It  seems more likely 
tha t churches are  damaged accidental ly in a ttack s directed at adjacent buildings, 
even if they ar e nothing more than  ordinary stores or houses.

Damage to school buildings, hospital s and other public institutions, which is 
also readily visible, may be at tributed  to the same tendency to attack buildings 
of prominence and to the fact that  hospitals and schools inevitably are situated 
in built-up areas.

LIK E L IH O O D  OF ERROR

Another factor tha t cannot be ignored in an examination of American bomb­
ing is pilot error, bombing error  and error in targ et selection.

In the opinion of those who have witnessed attacks on Hanoi and Haiphong, 
errors are more likely than the United States defense authorities may recognize.

“It  is not easy to bomb around Hanoi,” one Westerner  said. “Hanoi and 
Haiphong are heavily defended. This is where the Vietnamese have concen­
trated th eir air-defense missiles, th eir MIG-21’s and other MiG’s. This is where 
there is a heavy concentration of conventional anti-a ircra ft guns.

“For United States planes to slip through all these defenses, precisely place 
bombs on a small target located amids t nonmilitary objectives and think that  
pilots can car ry out a mission without bombs splattering over nonmilitary tar ­
gets jus t is not realistic.”

As described by foreigners who have watched Americans come over Hanoi, 
the planes appear suddenly, often simultaneously with or ahead of an air alert. 
They achieve surprise by approaching from the sea, where the North Vietnamese 
lack rad ar stations, and they come up the Red River flying low to avoid radar 
detection.

The Americans are said to possess a healthy respect for the air-defense missiles 
and for this reason avoid coming over the city at high altitudes where the mis­
siles are effective. But by coming in low. the Americans expose themselves to 
conventional antiairc raf t guns and to small-arms fire th at Hanoi residents send 
up in volume as soon as a plane whisks into sight.

MiG’s are seldom used in ac tions d irectly over Hanoi or Haiphong, it was said, 
because they cannot be employed together with ground fire, at the risk of being 
shot down along with the Americans.

The ai r defense of the Hanoi-Haiphong triang le is regarded by foreigners as 
effective enough to present a problem for attacking American bombers. How 
many ba tterie s are in the Hanoi area, this correspondent would not guess. They 
opened up heavily only twice during his for tnight stay in Hanoi. On other occa-
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sions, gunfire was desultory or  a t such a distance tha t i t was impossible to judge the volume.

CO MP ARISO N W IT H LA ST  WA R

The only standard of comparison for this correspondent is World War II . The 
titan ic crash  of modern air-defense missiles is a sound new to his ears. It  is 
very impressive. The conventional ant iair cra ft guns, however, sound as they 
did in London during the Blitz or during occasional experiences in North Af ric a 
or the Soviet Union.

Hanoi’s conventional air  defense did not impress this correspondent, either  
when the guns were firing or when judged by the  number of emplacements ob­
served or suggested dur ing trip s out of the city. Its  antia irc raf t guns do not 
appear to be in a class with the defenses of London or  of German ci ties during 
World War II.

Of course, the raiders sent to attack Hanoi and Haiphong also are  not to be 
compared in numbers with World War I I offensives. For what it may be worth, 
the opinion of one non-Western military observer in Hanoi is tha t North Viet­
nam’s defenses are far  from first class.

“I don’t like to say this,” he commented, “but our  Vietnamese comrades simply 
haven’t got the experience and the technical ability  to man the ir defenses as 
well as they should. They insis t on running  thei r own r ad ar and, as soon as 
they get basic instruction in missiles, they insis t on manning these, too. It  
would be more difficult for the Americans to attac k Hanoi if the crews manning 
the defenses were more skillfu l in handling the advanced equipment they now possess.”

A Western resident in Hanoi said the compartively light losses suffered by the 
Americans supported the contention tha t North Vietnam’s defenses were not 
very efficient, at leas t by World War I I standards .

If the defenses in the Hanoi area are not regarded as being first-class what 
about the defenses in the countryside?

Conventional ant iai rcr aft  emplacements are  visible near  bridges, crossroads 
and towns. One American pilot estimated tha t there were 500 installat ions in 
the Namdinh area. Based on what this correspondent saw, 500 would overstate 
the number of insta llations in the entire  Hanoi-Haiphong complex by a wide 
margin.

Many North Vietnamese batter ies are mobile and are evidently moved from 
place to place to make the task of American air cra ft more difficult. The North 
Vietnamese also use false  gun emplacements in which dummy wooden guns are 
mounted to divert American attent ion from camouflaged emplacements nearby.

Americans also employ ruses to confuse North Vietnamese defenses. For 
example, United S tates robot planes are sent over Hanoi, both to touch off radar  
systems and to communicate back electronic data  on the defenses. The robot 
planes bring guns into action as vigorously as piloted planes. Some foreigners 
think the Americans put robots into the a ir at  the same time as bombing missions 
to confuse North Vietnamese ground defenses.

American statements justi fying  damage to civilian targe ts on the ground tha t 
Americans are seeking to silence adjacent ant iai rcr aft  batter ies arouse indig­
nation among Hanoi residents.

“What are we supposed to do,” one North Vietnamese exclaimed, “sit with 
hands crossed when American bombers come over to bomb us? It  seems to us 
a curious philosophy to just ify an attack on the ground that the person being 
attacked is trying  to defend himself.”

GUN S FAR FROM TARGETS

Actually, the North Vietnamese do not seem to place thei r ant iair cra ft installa ­
tions especially close to civilian housing or nonmilitary installations . There are 
many guns in open rice  fields on the approaches to Hanoi. This correspondent 
saw instal lations  defending the railroad and crossroads emplaced at  some dis­
tance from the potential targets.

In Hanoi itself, it did not appear tha t guns had been installed next to civil ian 
objectives, but in a big city ordinary people are never far  away. Even if guns 
are installed in parks, as was the case in London, civilians are righ t alongside.

It  seems certain to Hanoi’s foreigners t ha t as long as Americans at tack  ta rgets 
tha t are physically small and situa ted in a grea t metropolitan  Asian complex 
where residential and indus trial areas are not clearly defined, there will inevi­
tably be a toll of civilian damage and casualties.



122 HARRISON E. SALISBURY’S TRIP TO NORTH VIETNAM

IN TENT 18  QU ES TION ED

Just ly or unjustly, there is a persistent feeling among foreigners in Hanoi tha t 
the United States attac ks of Dec. 13 and 14 had a psychological motivation as 
well as military.

“I can’t help but feel tha t the  United States was t rying  to tell Hanoi something 
during tha t bombing,” a Westerner, friendly to the United States, said. “The 
actual targets tha t they seemed to be aiming for were so small, in fact, almost 
trivial . It  seemed to me that the United States was exposing its pilots to 
enormous risks and dangers for very small military consequences.”

This Westerner thought tha t the United States might be trying to dem onstrate 
to Hanoi its ability to attac k more important t arge ts in Hanoi if  orders were given.

“I am still puzzled by bombs and rockets dropped on the Hanoi side so close 
to the Long Bien [Pa ul Doumer] bridge,” this Westerner said. “Of course, it 
could simply have been a mistake. Pilots were up there f or three-quarte rs of an 
hour and ack-ack fire was really intense.

“A pilot may have been in trouble and simply jettisoned his bombs to get out of 
the neighborhood fast . But tha t wouldn’t explain the rocket fire in Pho Nguyen 
Thiep Street or  the  rocket fired in the embassy quarter. I keep thinking tha t the 
United States wanted Hanoi to understand what could happen if the signal were 
given.”

Although the bombing occurred at both ends of the two-mile-long Long Bien 
bridge and causeway, most Westerners are not convinced t hat this was the actual  
target of the American planes.

If the Americans had wanted to tak e o ut of the bridge,” said one mili tary man 
who is not from the West, “I would have expected them to  at tack it in the middle 
of the river, where presumably it is more vulnerable. Attacks at either end seem 
rather puzzling.”

BRIDGE A MA JOR TARGET

Hanoi residents regard the Long Bien bridge as the most shining targ et in 
town. It  is the only rail and road link with the east side of the Red River. 
Traffic moves in two lanes, going east  on the left side and west on the righ t side 
while a ra ilroad  runs in the  middle.

While the bridge is long and seemingly vulnerable, it  is also heavily defended. 
Unless a plane scored a lucky hit, it might prove a costly targ et to a ttack .

However, American planes in the raids  of Dec. 13 and 14 attacked targets 
tha t were jus t about as well defended and had only minimal m ilitary  value, in 
the opinion of Westerners. Thus diplomats reached the conclusion tha t the pri­
mary objective of the December bombings must have been in the natu re of a 
thr eat  of worse to come.

What has the North Vietnamese bombing offensive cost the United States  in 
planes lo st? The American official to tal now runs to more than  500. The North 
Vietnamese place the losses three times higher, about 1,500. The North Viet­
namese insist tha t they are conservative in listing kills and tha t Presid ent Ho 
Chi Minh has revised claims downward when the army is unable to provide posi­
tive evidence of a downed plane.

Pas t wars have demonstrated th at  the defending side overstates kills and the 
attack ing side understates losses. It  is known th at the North Vietnamese total 
includes robots while the United State s total does not. While American losses 
on a percentage basis are low by World War II  standards in terms of missions 
flown, the losses are beginning to mount to a considerable figure and the cost 
in plane replacements is not small.

DATA ON BOMB TONNAGE

The weight of the bombs dropped in the North has been estimated by the P enta­
gon at more than 300,000 tons, a high figure in relation to the kinds of targets 
attacked. North Vietnam is not a built-up, industrialized nation. It  is essen­
tially  a peasant country. Most of its people are peasants and they live in poor 
villages. Even if every town in the country were destroyed, the  tota l urban 
area destroyed would hardly  equal th at of one big German indus trial targ et of 
World W ar II.

It  is apparent tha t most American bombs are  falling  in mud and watt le villages, 
on d irt roads, on rice fields or  around gun si tes tha t are more often set in fields 
than in towns.
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Based on cost calculation, it seems likely tha t bomb expenditure per enemy 

soldier killed or enemy insta llation destroyed must run higher than in any 
previous war.

Some North Vietnamese, in estimating the net tonnage of bombs dropped on 
part icular villages or areas near the demarcation line, use figures of several 
hundred  or even several thousand  tons per acre.

American bombs are  apparent ly being replenished a t a  rapid rate. The North 
Vietnamese are impressed when they pick up bomb fragments and find they bear  
assembly dates sometimes less than a month earlier.

The American arsenal includes a number of technological innovations tha t 
makes World War II bombs seem outmoded. There is less reliance on con­
ventional high explosive bombs in North Vietnam than there was in strateg ic 
air  force bombings of World War II. Incendiary bombs and napalm have been 
little  used in the North.

High explosive weapons are usually 1,000- or 2,000-pound bombs and they are 
employed against  large industria l installat ions and bridges. Sometimes they are 
delayed-action bombs. In one effort to knock out a par ticula rly important bridge, 
the North Vietnamese contend, naval mines were floated down river but were 
intercepted before they could take effect.

A particularly destructive weapon against light Vietnamese struc tures  is rocket 
fire from planes. A rocket can knock down or damage a whole block of houses 
on both sides of a narrow street. The Americans also use air-burs t bombs that  
explode over structures by the use of proximity fuses.

Two terms often on North Vietnamese lips are “Bullpup” and “Lazy Dog”, ex­
pressions not yet in the vocabulary of most Americans.

These are new developments in American military technology. The Bullpup 
is a guided missile fired by a plane. It  has a range of four miles, according to 
the North Vietnamese. The pilot feeds distance data into the missile’s memory 
bank, then fires it.

The missile is capable of changing direction up to 90 or more degrees, can dive, 
bank and turn if so instructed by the pilot. The Bullpup carries  a heavy charge 
and samples of damage at tribu ted to it by the North Vietnamese were impressive.

The Lazy Dog is an advanced anti-personnel weapon introduced last  spring. 
It  consists of a mother bomb made of light metal tha t bu rsts over a target at low 
altitude or on the ground. Within the mother bomb are 300 metal balls about the 
size of a baseball tha t roll out across the ground.

The have a delicate time fuse tha t enables them to scatter over a widespread 
area and then explode, sending a rain of murderous steel splinters  in all direc­
tions. One Lazy Dog is supposed to cover an area  of 300 square yards  with 
lethal fragments.

United States authorities say that the Lazy Dog has never been used on 
civilian populations and tha t it is designed pr imarily for use in attacking an ti­
aircra ft insta llations and other manned milita ry posts.

It is evident from examining this weapon tha t it is indeed designed for ant i­
personnel use and, judging from its effects on civilians, the casual ty rate among 
exposed troops must be considerable.

The problem tha t is posed by the use of this  type of weapon in North Vietnam 
is tha t i f it is dropped over gunsites, for example, there is no real assurance tha t 
a small pilot erro r will not cause the explosion to include within its effective 
area  some civilian foxholes or even peasant huts where there  may still be 
children or adults.

The bombs scat ter so deadly a hail of steel fragments over so large an area 
tha t they can easily encompass segments of the terrain  tha t the bombardier 
may not aim for at all.

These bombs are plummeting out of aircra ft tha t may be moving at speeds 
of 600 miles an hour or more. A fraction of a second’s delay in release may make 
the difference of hundreds of feet in the landing point.

PINE APPL E ANOTHER WEAPON

A considerable numbers of Lazy Dogs have not exploded for one reason or 
another and the North Vietnamese now possess a collection of them tha t they 
display to visitors before taking  them to hospitals to see chi ldren wounded by 
Lazy Dog fragments.

The Lazy Dog with its cargo of w hat the North Vietnamese call guavas has 
begun to replace earlier antipersonnel weapons called pineapples,” with which
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the North Vietnamese are also familiar. The pineapple is a small cannister 
about the size of a large tuna fish can, to which aluminum vanes are attached. 
It  is filled with steel pellets and  has a sensitive pressure trigger tha t is set 
off by impact. Sometimes pineapples fall into trees where they may hang 
undetonated.

The North Vietnamese have a collection of these weapons, too. They say 
tha t in South Vietnam undamaged pineapples are widely used as lamps in huts, 
eithe r standing on up-ended vanes or  swinging from bamboo poles and fitted with  
wicks and kerosene.

So many American bombs of all types have fallen on North Vietnam t hat  col­
lections are found almost everywhere. They a re to be seen in peasant cottages 
and in government offices. The metal from downed American planes is beginning 
to be put to a variety of uses. At first it was l argely used fo r souvenir ci garette 
cases, lighters and rings. Now i t’s beginning to turn  up fashioned into kitchen 
article s and even surgical instruments.

One Hanoi resident commented on the  American bombing t hat  “when the war 
is over, the North Vietnamese will have the foundation of a good littl e steel 
industry . They will have more scrap iron available tha n any other Asian 
country.”

The appearance of new kinds of military technology in North Vietnam causes 
its people to charge tha t the United States is using the country as a field 
laboratory for testing armaments. Visitors t o North Vietnam are likely to hear 
many expressions of outrage  on this subject.

H a n o i’s  I nd ust ry  B e in g  D is pe rse d— P l a n ts  Co n t in u e  T o  Ope ra te  W it h  
R e m a in in g  M a c h in e s

Following is the four th of a series of articles by an  assis tant managing 
editor of The New York Times summing up observations on his recent 
visit to North Vietnam.

(By Harrison E. Salisbu ry)

Hong Kong, J an. 11.—The main hall of th e March 8 Textile Factory in Hanoi 
has a lopsided appearance. To the righ t stand row on row of looms, busily 
weaving cotton yard goods. To the lef t is open cement flooring, broken by patches 
where machines have been wrenched out.

The factory is typical  of North Vietnamese industry. About two-thirds of its 
equipment, in the estimate of the assi stan t director, Mai Uan But, has been 
moved out to villages and towns in a radius of 40 to 60 miles from Hanoi.

The as sista nt direc tor described the  work of his factory over cups of steaming 
green tea in a chilly office at about 6 A.M., an hour tha t North Vietnamese 
officials favor for interviews. This is the hour Government offices begin work. 
It  is also the hour the  day shift goes to work in factories.

The factory, whose name derives from Inte rnati onal  Women’s Day, celebrated 
in the Communist w’orld on March 8, normally employs about 7,000 workers, of 
whom more than  70 p ercent ar e women, mostly young women.

Mr. But contended tha t despite the evacuation of much machinery, the plan t 
continued to produce close to normal levels. It  operated on three  eight-hour 
shifts—seven and one-half hours of working time and a half hour off for  a meal.

The office was decorated with a por tra it of Preside nt Ho Chi Minh, before 
which was placed a vase of salmon-colored gladiolas, a feature  observed in almost 
every Hanoi office. There were also a small panoram a of Moscow’s Kremlin, a 
colored photograph of Peking’s Tienamen Square and three Chinese silk 
embroideries.

On a tour  of the plant, the assis tant director said the cultural and social 
activities of the plant, the workers’ club, the library and kindergarten had been 
evacuated.

CLUB NO W A DRILL HA LL

He did not say what the workers’ club across an open square from the  main 
plant was now being used for. Judging from a throng of workers moving in and 
out in fairl y order ly fashion it seemed a reasonable guess th at it was now being 
used as a drill hall.



HARRISON E. SALISBURY’S TRIP TO NORTH VIETNAM 125

Drill halls and defense train ing fields were a feature of most facto ries t hat  this 
correspondent saw in North Vietnam. Each factory has its own civil defense 
unit to which rifles and helmets are issued.

Despite air  defense training, civil defense work, military training,  life goes 
on in Hanoi. Women visit the beauty parlors to have their hair  waved, children 
play in the streets, couples visit the lakeside cafes, shoppers th rong the stores, 
strollers pause to look at newspapers posted on the walls or inspect exhibits of 
news photographs, and the  eternal cyclists course through the stree t, some pausing 
to have the bicycles repaired.

When an alert sounds the workers take their guns and tin hats and rush for the 
roof or posts in the open beside the air-raid shelters . There they stand with guns 
at the ready, scanning the sky for sight of an American plane. If one comes, they 
open fire.

A diplomat’s wife in Hanoi whose residence was next door to a factory said 
she was in almost more fea r from the rifle fire than the bombs, so intense was it 
when the planes came over.

In Namdinh, a textil e town south of Hanoi tha t has been heavily bombed, 
workers in a rice-flour mill had guns beside them or  stacked on nearby walls.

GIRLS RUN OBSTACLE COURSE

Outside the mill an obstacle course had  been set up with hurdles and jumps. 
Young factory girls carrying  rifles were running the course—about 100 or 150 
yards and hurling themselves a t its end full-length on the concrete, aiming thei r 
guns at an imaginary enemy.

Guns seemed to be everywhere in North Vietnam. Sometimes it appeared th at 
every other person walking down the street had a rifle or a submachine gun slung 
across his or her back.

In World War II  guns were not so evident among the civilian populace. This 
is another kind of w ar and everyone in North Vietnam, whether schoolteacher, 
textile weaver or housewife, is enrolled in civil defense.

The North Vietnamese are  aware tha t it is unusual , especially in a Communist 
country, to find so many ordinary persons with guns in the ir hands.

“Where else have you ever seen this?” one asked. “Can you imagine the regime 
in the South giving guns to its people? They would never dare. Here you can 
see for  yourself tha t the people support their  Government. If  they didn’t, they 
have the weapons in thei r hands with which to change it.”

The March 8 textil e factory  suffered a small hit in an air attack Dec 13. A 
rocket exploded over the main building or might even have hit the roof. Large 
sections of broken glass roofing were replaced with oiled paper.

There were still shards of glass on the cement floor and  the factory director, 
like other North Vietnamese enterpri se managers, had a stack of bomb fragments 
piled on a table next to a display case where the factory’s cotton prin t goods were 
being exhibited.

WORK ON DEFENSE CHORES

One of the principal products of the plant  was .black sateen cloth, from which 
North Vietnamese women make their  trousers. Workers in the textile plant are 
expected to devote one-third of their  time to work, one-third to defense chores and 
one-third to their home and family.

They have drills several times a week, and several times a month they are 
rounded up for road building, rubble clearing, digging of gun sites, repair ing 
bridges or other defense tasks.

It  could hardly be said tha t they were overexerting themselves in the textil e 
plant. The work force seemed small by the  standards of similar establishments  
in Mongolia or Bulgaria . But it did not seem to be overworked.

Girls were gathered  in twos and threes giggling over their private talks. They 
looked up when the assi stan t director and a foreign visitor came by, but hardly 
paused in their personal preoccupations.

North Vietnam’s economy, in general, is organized along the lines of other 
small Communist countries. All industry and commercial establishments are 
run by the state . However, small private trade is permitted—sellers of cakes and 
buns, repai rers of bicycles, st reet venders of soft drinks, peasant women selling 
flowers, bootblacks, sidewalk brazier cooks, and similar  one-man ventures.

Two kinds of industria l establishments exist.
The larger factories are owned, organized and run by the state. The text ile 

factory is an example of this type of industry. Its  production quotas are  fixed
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by a sta te plan, its  wage scale is set by th e sta te  and its price  struc tur e is state- 
controlled. Workers  are  paid  a small minimum wage and the  take-home pay is 
determined ,by output.

In  the te xti le p lan t they earned 70 to 80 dongs a  month. The dong is nominally 
valued at  3.53 to the  dollar . Workers receive a 20 pe r cent premium for  nigh t 
work. Their minimum base pay is 2 dongs a  day. The factory d irec tor estimated 
their  cost of living  at  one-third the ir base  pay. He said  ren t cost abou t 1 per 
cent of wages and hea lth  and medical services were free.

The other  common type of ente rpri se i s th e cooperat ive handic raf t shop. Work ­
ers in the cooperatives share the  profits  of their enterprise  and work und er con­
ditions closely resembling those of privat e ente rprise.

Agricultu re has been collectivized, with farming put  in the hands of coopera­
tives or communes th at  seem to resemble the  Chinese commune more tha n the  
Soviet collective farm .

It  was difficult to determine  how well the system worked since all efforts, both 
ind ust ria l and agr icu ltural,  were geared to the  wa r effort. However, it  was 
evident t ha t the coun try had not proceeded fa r along the  p ath  to indust rali zat ion  
when war hit.

The most serious effect of the wa r on industry, outside of physical dest ruct ion 
of plan t, seemed to be th e extensive evacuation  and  dece ntra liza tion  program.

The evacuation of the tex tile  pl ant  began in February, 1965, a t the  s ta rt  of the 
American .bombing. In conversations wi th dire ctors of other ins titu tion s, it  was 
disclosed th at  a general  eva cuat ion prog ram got under way at  t ha t time and was 
sti ll in  progress.

One problem was  th at  while ins titu tions could be moved out of Hanoi,  people 
had  a tendency to dr if t back. Many offices and plants  were sca ttered in subur­
ban villages and  towns, producing heavy traffic in and out of Hano i over the 
weekends.

Husband s who are  working during th e week in an office 10 miles away  ar e likely  
to hop on a bicycle and go to the  city  for  Saturd ay and Sunday. If  the  man 
canno t leave his job, his wife in Hano i gets  on her  bicycle, puts  the  two children 
on behind, a nd pedals out to visi t him.

The roa ds in and  out of Hanoi, alread y clu tter ed with  veh icula r traffic moving 
south an d empty  tru cks  coming back, thu s a re even more jammed.

The n atio nal  treasur es in the Museum of  Fin e Arts began to be evacuated in the 
win ter  of 1965, largely to caves in the  nor th. Much remains to be moved and 
there were packing boxes and valuable  buddhas disassembled and awaiting re­
moval in several museum halls one evening in  la te December.

The evacuat ion of schools from Han oi and  Haiphong began abou t the same 
time, on the  theo ry tha t, whatev er the  United  Sta tes migh t say, the ultimate 
target s were Hano i and Haiphong an d the two cities would u ltim ately be h it hard.

“Our calculat ion was very simple and  I think it was correct .” one of North 
Vietnam’s ed itors said. “Fi rst , the bombing was extended from the  17th para llel  
to the 19th. Then to the 20th and 21st, t hen to the n orth west p ar t of the country. 
Then to the  extreme nor th along the  Chinese fron tier . And af te r th at  to the 
nor thea st. Finally  to Hanoi and Haiphong.

“Now a ll the provinces of the  N orth  are  being bombed. Don’t you thin k it  is 
reaso nable  to expect that  Hanoi anti Haiphong will be attack ed more strongly? 
All our  preparations have been based on th at  expe ctation.”

At the same time, according to  North Vietnamese  calcu lations, the weigh t of the  
United Sta tes att ack has  steadily  increased. The North Vietnamese say tha t 
1,700 missions were flown in the North in January , 1966. This  rose to 2,300 in 
Feb ruary, to 3,300 in April and more tha n 5,000 in September, 1966.

The total  miss ions dropped in October and  November to 2,500 and 2,000 because 
of bad wea ther . Figures  for December, 1966, are  not  yet in. The North Viet­
namese said  n ear ly 30 per cent of the  m issions were now being flown at  night.

Wh at th is kind  of bombing means at  the  provincia l level was expla ined by 
Nguyen Xu an Luong, deputy editor of the  provincial newspaper of Ninnbina.  the 
cap ita l of Ninnbina Province south  of Hanoi. He said  Ninbinh Province, with  a 
population of 500,000 had been badly damaged by repeated United States attacks .

Up to Dec. 15, 1966, provincia l au tho rit ies  calculated that  2,338 missions had 
been flown again st the province, including 303 night missions. They contended 
th at  24 raids  had been on mil itar y target s, 31 on economic tar get s and  th e r est  a t 
random, inclu ding  populated areas .

Of 123 agricultura l cooperatives in the  province, 96 were atta cke d, and 24 
towns and the  provincial capi tal as  well, the  autho riti es repor ted. They added
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th at  13 dikes, 10 sluice s and  20 marke ts and other ag ric ult ura l fac ilit ies  h ad also 
been stru ck as well as  five hos pita ls an d 10 churches.

The provincial  au tho rit ies  said  6,347 bombs h ad been dropped in the province . 
As of Uec. 1, the province claimed 41 Unite d Sta tes  planes, including fou r un­
mann ed reconaiss ance planes . Thre e were said  to have been brou ght down by 
rifle fire.

It  is again st thi s scale  of bombing th at  North Vietnam ’s dispersal effort  mus t 
be viewed.

All of Han oi’s schools have  now been ev acua ted from the  city. The move began 
in the late  win ter and  ear ly spri ng of 1965. The en tire Polyte chnic Unive rsity , 
the  high est edu cati ona l ins titu tion in North  Vietnam, was evacu ated at the same 
time. Its  2,500 stu den ts were dispe rsed in ha lf a dozen provinces. The 5.000 
studen ts of the  t eachers ’ college we re also moved out.

These steps  have not  prevented  casual ties  among studen ts and school child ren 
nor  the  dest ruction  of schools in outly ing regions. Many classes are  now being 
conducted in villag e hu ts quit e indi stinguis hable from  the  ai r or from the  g round 
from  or din ary  pe asa nt habitat ions.

For  example, the  Polis h Friend ship  School, which is situ ate d in the  Hanoi 
suburbs , in the same general are a as the  Vandiem tru ck  depot, was first  hit  in a 
bombing raid Dec. 2. according to Nguyen Van Huyen . min iste r of Educ ation .

Mr. Huyen, a long-faced  seriou s edu cato r who w ore a blue serge suit, discuss ed 
the  problem of evacuation  and prote ction  of children  over endless cups of China  
tea.

Because  the Polis h Fri end ship School was locate d in the  suburbs, it had  not 
been ev acuat ed. Bu t on Dec. 2. Mr. Huyen  said, 10 bombs fell arou nd the school. 
The pupils and  tea che rs were in shelters. One she lter caved in from the  blast . 
Six pupils and two tea che rs were trap ped, but  were  rescued with  minor  inju ries . 
The building was again  stru ck Dec. 13- 14 and  damaged so badly th at  it  can no 
longer be used.

“We ha ve gre at anxie ty abou t t he loss of li fe among our child ren,” the minis ter 
said, “and abou t th ei r nervou s systems . The firs t thin g we teach  our  kin der ­
gar ten  child ren now is how to get quickly into a she lter and  how to ma intain  the 
shel ter in  good or der .”

The shelters are, in fact , foxholes dug rig ht und er the  children ’s wooden desks 
so they merely have to slip down into them.

“We hav e no r eal way of p rotecting  o ur schools,” the  min iste r said. “If  bombs 
drop rig ht on the school or beside them the re is lit tle  chance  for  the  children. 
We c an’t p rote ct them  again st a direct  h it.”

The schools t ha t thi s corresponden t saw  in small  towns and  su burbs we re ge ner­
ally  equipped with  ear the n bla st wall s to prot ect doorways. They had int ric ate  
trenc h system s connecting each hu t in which  classes were  held so th at  children  
or teac hers  could move from one to ano the r und er some cover.

While all of Hanoi ’s schools have  been evacuated , fa r from all of Hanoi’s chi l­
dren are out  of the city. Some are sti ll the re because the  paren ts have no one 
to whom to send the  child ren.  Some are the re becau se par ent s are  unw illing to 
pa rt with  them.

The Hanoi a uth orities said the  to ll o f child c asu alt ies  in the raids of Dec. 13-14, 
which they placed at  14, was unu sua lly high  because many were small children  
lef t una tten ded  a t home while th ei r paren ts were working . The youn gsters 
either did not know7 how to get into  she lters or did not real ize th at  the  att acks 
were in progress.

The same fac tor  wras cited by m unicipal autho rit ies  in Namdinh and  by village 
author ities. They said  the most difficult tas k wras in coping with small child ren, 
big enough to be le ft alone but  too small to under stand the bombing danger.

The problems th at  the  wa r has  created  for  North Vietnamese  health au thor ­
ities are  as gre at as those in the  educatio nal field. According  to Dr. Nguyen 
Dan Tin, Deputy Min iste r of Hea lth, 180 medica l ins titu tions were badly dam ­
aged or destroyed! in United Sta tes bombing between Feb ruary, 1965 and  .Tune, 
1966. Among the se ins titu tions were  six provinc ial hosp itals  and 10 di str ic t 
hospitals.

The most im po rtant tar ge t of United States bombers, according to Dr. Tin, 
was the North Vietnamese  lepr osar ium  at  Quyn hlap on the coast  in Nghean 
Province. The question  of whethe r the  United Sta tes  attack ed the  lepr osarium  
and, if so, w’hy, has become a m att er o f contr oversy.

The ins titu tion was  a comprehensive cent er for care and  tre atm ent of leprosy 
and included 160 building s wit h accomm odations for  2.000  pat ient s. The No rth 
Vietnamese conten d th at  the Unite d State s, in a series of attacks from  Jul y,
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1965 to May, 1966, methodically destroyed the institution. The United States 
position is that only military targe ts were attacked.

The health official said the lepers had been dispersed in a number of small 
makeshift hospi tals in other rur al areas.

The Health Ministry has concentrated on building up small secondary hos­
pitals in villages, evacuating nurses, doctors and patients from city institutions. 
However, many Hanoi hospitals remain fully staffed to handle victims of any 
mass raids th at may occur.

North Vietn am Spir it F ound H igh

Following is the f ifth  of a series of articles by an assistant managing 
editor of The New York Times summing up observations on his recent 
visit  to North Vietnam.

(By Harri son E. Salisbury)
Hong Kong, Jan . 11.—“I know that you will not understand what I am going 

to tell you,” Premier Pham Van Dong said, “but I must say it anyway because 
it is the most importan t thing.”

And the Premier proceeded to talk with earnestness and intensity of the 
spirit  of the North Vietnamese people th at is such an important aspect of their 
war effort.

The P remier said he had tried  hard to explain tha t spirit  to close friends in 
Europe and had failed. It  seems to be a combination of natu ral vitali ty and 
intense patriotism, a determination to run Vietnam for and by Vietnamese and 
an element of teen-age cockiness and daredevilery.

There are other elements, too. A middle-aged English visitor to Hanoi said 
afte r a few da ys : “Somehow the spirit of these people reminds me of the days 
of the Spanish civil war—a civil war  without  the International Brigade.”

Last week almost every movie house in Hanoi was jammed with youngsters 
going to see the newest hit. It was the story of Nguyen Van Troi, a Saigon 
teen-ager who was executed after having been convicted of an attempt on the 
life of Defense Secretary Robert S. McNamara during a visit to Saigon in 1964.

This episode suited the ideals of the North Vietnamese. It  represented a 
heroic effort by a single youngster against the symbol of an enormous enemy 
who gave his life in battle against grea t odds.

The would-be assassin of Mr. McNamara has become the  object of a virtual 
cult in North Vietnam. There are books and biographies and fictionalized 
versions of his story everywhere. The North Vietnamese were amazed to meet 
an American visitor who not only had never heard of the Saigon youngster, 
but only vaguely recalled the incident.

The Vietnamese are a warm, direct  people. They tend to glorify martyrs 
to the ir cause. Often mentioned in North Vietnam is the name of Norman R. 
Morrison, who burned himself to death in front of the Pentagon in November, 
1965 to protes t United States policy in Vietnam.

The fierce independence of th e North Vietnamese is a source of anecdotes in 
the Hanoi diplomatic colony. Premier Dong, in speaking with this  correspond­
ent, went out of his way to deliver a homily on North Vietnam’s independence 
of its  foreign friends. He had in mind the persistent view in the United States 
tha t North Vietnam was a “puppet” of the  Soviet Union or China o r both.

No one in Hanoi’s diplomatic colony believes tha t the North Vietnamese are  
anyone’s puppets. In fac t it is the ir determination to be independent of both 
the Soviet Union and China th at  often drives th eir closest friends to despair.

A Westerner was talking recently with an Eas t European diplomat. They 
were discussing a milita ry matte r and the E ast  European criticized certain North 
Vietnamese tactics.

“Why don’t you tell them your views?” the Weste rner asked.
interfer ence is  resented

The E ast European laughed.
“You’re joking,” he said. “Even the Russians  don’t dare give the Vietnamese 

advice on military subjects.”
The gossip in Hanoi is that  the Russians are not pleased a t the way the  North 

Vietnamese handle Soviet-made air-defense missiles and MIG-21 jet  fighters. 
But the re is nothing they can do about it.
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“Do you know how the Vietnamese handle the SAM’s [surface-air missiles] ?” 
one Westerner said. “The SAM’s arrive in crates and packing boxes. A Rus­
sian procurement officer and a Vietnamese procurement officier check over the 
shipment. They exchange the signed papers and the Vietnamese take the 
SAM’s away. Tha t’s the las t the Russians know of them. If  they learn where 
the SAM’s have been emplaced, it  is only by accident.”

True, Soviet specialists were assigned to instruct the North Vietnamese in 
the use of missiles and of MIG-21’s. But as soon as  the elementary operational 
technique was imparted  to the North Vietnamese, it was said, the North Viet­
namese thanked the Russians and said that henceforth they would be capable 
of training their  own team s and using the equipment on their  own.

Easterners confirmed that the North Vietnamese insisted on handling all 
mater ials themselves. They are quick to resent anything tha t they interp ret 
as interference in the ir in tern al affairs.

North Vietnam’s independence even affects its relations with the Cubans. 
Psychologically the Vietnamese feel drawn to Cuba, and vice versa. Man, 
Cuban delegations come to North Vietnam, and friendship is pledged with  great 
emotion.

“But can you imagine?” one Cuban said. “They a re very polite, but they de­
cline our help.”

This atti tude  saddens the Cubans. In fact, they find it hard to comprehend. 
They regard themselves as experts in fighting against the United States and 
are certain  they could be of assistance to North Vietnam. But the North Viet­
namese thank  them warmly  and say they prefer to do it themselves.

North Vietnam’s spiri t seems to consist of strong elements of nationalism and 
patrioti sm engendered in years of struggle for independence against the French. 
The struggle against the French is now cited as merely the opening phase of the 
war aga inst the United States.

Official propaganda blurs the line between French and Americans by contend­
ing, for example, that 80 percent of the arms and materie l used by the French 
at Dienbienphu was provided by the Americans. Dienbienpliu was the site of 
a major Vietnamese victory in the Indochina war tha t led to French withdrawal 
from Vietnam in 1954.

In this capsulized version of the struggle against the French, the Americans 
appear a t an early  stage and, as the French fade out of the picture, they take over 
the war against the Vietnamese.

In the fusing of the national spirit, the full panoply of Vietnamese national 
heroines is employed. The first were the Trung sisters, Trung-Trac and Trung 
Nghi, who raised  an army against  Chinese garrisons th at occupied Vietnam in the 
year 40 A.D. The siste rs defeated the Chinese and established a joint  queenly 
regime.

But the Chinese returned, the sisters were defeated and they committed 
suicide. Thereafter  they were elevated to godhood in the Vietnamese icono­
stasis. Their heroic deeds are glorified in Hanoi as the first step in Vietnam’s 
passage to nationhood.

By a bizarre coincidence that  goes unnoted in the North, the Trung sisters were 
venerated by Mrs. Ngo Dinh Nhu, sister  in law of the late President Ngo Diem 
of South Vietnam. After his downfall, a great  statue of the  Trung sisters tha t 
Mrs. Nhu had ordered se t up in Saigon was pulled down.

BAT TLES AGAIN ST  MONGOLS

Vietnamese battles against the Mongols and the Chinese of the Ming dynasty 
(1368-1644) play an important role. They are constantly discussed by North 
Vietnamese as indications  of the  ability of the Vietnamese to defend their  inde­
pendence.

Mongol invasions and Ming invasions are mentioned in terms almost inte r­
changeable with those employed in discussing the present war against the 
Americans.

A central  role in the current self-image of North Vietnam is provided by 
Dienbienphu. That victory against  the French burns in Vietnamese memory 
and is constantly  refurbished. It  is memorialized in paintings and poems.

Dienbienphu is the name of one of Hanoi’s principal streets. It is the name 
of a brand of cigaret tes. Exhibits associated with the battle occupy special sec­
tions in the Museum of the Revolution and in the Army Museum.

There is probably not a single North Vietnamese youngster who cannot tell 
in glowing detail  about the defeat of the French (or the Americans—sometimes
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the two are confused) at  Dienbienphu. In the nat ional ethos the  bat tle  has  
assumed the importance of a combination of Waterloo, San Juan  Hill  and the 
surrender  of Cornw allis at  Yorktown in 1781.

As the  war again st the United Sta tes  continues, new epics of heroism  are 
elaborate d and woven into the fabr ic of nat ional patrio tism.

ISL AN D BATTLE GLORIFIED

One of these revolves around the  defense of Conco Island. Few Americans, 
except possibly some in South  Vietnam, have ever hea rd of Conco Island. But 
few North Vietnamese have not. I t has assumed a role in the ir wa r similar  to 
th at  of Corregidor in the Pacific wa r of the United Sta tes  against  Japa n in 1941.

The island is a small one, abo ut a mile off the c oast  n ear  the demarca tion line. 
Judging from  a film glori fying  its  bat tle,  it  bris tles with an tia irc ra ft defenses 
and  presum ably serves  as an im por tan t r ad ar  ins tallatio n.

The ba ttle of Conco Island  goes on day af te r day  and  week af te r week in 
newsreels , newspaper arti cles and rad io talk s. The theme is the one th at  is 
cons tantly stressed in North  Vietnam—of the struggle of a small determined  
band of men and  women aga inst the enormous ma ter ial  sup erio rity  of the  
United States .

A documentary film shows Conco defe nders manning  an tia ircr af t guns and 
firing rifles at  wave af ter  wave of attackin g American fighter-bombers, holding 
their  posts through violen t bombardments, and repeated ly shoot ing American 
planes into  the  sea.

Premie r Dong conceded tha t many  of N orth  Vietnam’s frie nds  did not  see how 
such a small, poor country could stand up aga ins t the  Amer icans’ superiori ty. 
But  he added th at  North Vietnam offered a practic al dem onst ratio n of what 
an inspi red populace could achieve.

Another epic th at  has  been publicized concerns Hamrong Bridge across the 
Ma Rive r at  Tlianhhoa. This  bridge, on the  main  supply rou te to the  south, 
has  been attack ed hund reds  of times by th e Americans, bu t by some q uirk  remains 
int act though badly battered . The bridge is defended by strong an tia irc ra ft 
batteries.

SPEAK SI MPL Y OF HERO ISM

It s defense has been publicized as a demonstrat ion of what bravery and  de­
term ination  can achieve aga inst dete rmined American ai r attacks . The defend­
ers of Hamrong Bridge are  pictured  as models for  other North Vietnamese to 
emulate.

North Vietnamese speak simply and often about heroism and their  willingness 
to die for  the ir count ry. They say th at  they are  no more willing  to die than  
anyone else, bu t th at,  i f they must die, th e best way is to die fight ing for Vietnam.

“We do not fear  dea th,” an official said . “We try  to stay alive and to fight 
the  enemy. We do not wish to die unnecessarily . It  is impor tan t to stay alive 
because we have  so much to do. We hav e to grow rice and we have to fight at  
the same time . We think heroism is both  courage an d creation.”

A Communist vis itor who had  visi ted a North Vietnamese ai r force  un it said 
he could not  imag ine other people car rying on und er sim ilar  conditions.

“Im ag ine!” thi s man said, “Their pilo ts get up at  4 A.M. They go out  into 
rice  paddie s and  work for  three or fou r hou rs stan ding in cold wa ter  up to the ir 
hips. Then they come in and fly their planes aga ins t the  Americans. I have 
never  hea rd of such people.”

PATRIOT ISM  AVOWED

It  was impossible to finish any conversatio n, even with a fami ly th at  had  been 
bombed out of a house  or a mother who lay  on a hospita l cot with  a youngster  
wounded in the  bombing, with out  winding up with a pat rio tic  declaration.

At firs t it  seemed as if all these  people mu st have been coached to make litt le 
pat rio tic  speeches test ifying to the ir anger aga ins t “United States aggresso rs” 
and to the ir dete rmination to fight to the end for  “independence and sovereignty .”

But finally it began to a ppear that  no one had  to do any coaching. This  spirit  
has  been dinned  into the people so that  it comes natura lly . Dr perh aps it  was 
always  the re and is just brought out by their  long-odds war. Whatev er the 
cause, a priest even could not conclude a discussion of the  Roman Catholic posi­
tion under a Communist regime withou t a soliloquy along the  same lines.

One official con tras ted  wha t he though t was  the  att itu de  of American youth 
with tha t of No rth Vietnamese you th.
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“We don’t und erestim ate  American you th,” he said. “I f American you th had 
to fight and defend the  United States, it would fight well. Bu t American youth  
has  been sent over here  to fight a war th at  they  do not und ers tand and  is not  a 
ju st  war. So they do n ot fight like our youth. Americans have good weapons, 
but  they canno t cope with our fighters because  they do not  have  the  kind  of 
sp iri t that  we possess.”

One Communist observer  who has been in Nor th Vietnam for  two or three  
yea rs said he had noted a stea dy growth in the intens ity  of na tionalis t feeling 
as the  w ar went on. He said nationalism  h ad been particular ly strong since the 
launching of American ai r att acks on th e N orth. He said  th at  whi le the  a ttacks 
had  confronted the  regime with serious economic problems and  had made  the  
supp ort and supply of the South  more difficult, they had  s timula ted  mass  p at rio t­
ism among the people, who, in his opinion, now fel t th at  they were all in the  
wa r together .

“I think something like thi s happened in England in the  blitz ,” thi s diploma t 
said. “As a Communist I have  been inte res ted  to see ideological propaganda 
gradua lly replaced by nat ion al pat rio tic  appeals. Maybe you remember thi s in 
the  Soviet Union d urin g the c ritical  days  of the German att ack.”

Pa trio tic  ferv or in North Vietnam is also lashed by one of wa r’s most fre ­
quent handmaidens—at rocit y propaganda. The  kind of atro citi es th at  are  as­
cribed in the  most casual  man ner to Americans and  their  South Vietnamese 
allie s a re blood-curdling and  revolting.

They are  recited dai ly to the North Vietnamese populace. Wh ether people 
take them at  face value is difficult to say, bu t his tory  suggests th at  it  is  easy to 
believe anything ter rib le concerning an enemy.

Nevertheless this corresponden t did not  experience the slightes t sign o f ill  will, 
unfr iend liness or ha tre d because of being American. Othe r Westerners said  
they had never  noted a ny anim osity  from Vietnamese.

North Vietnamese officials at tribu ted  the  lack of ill will toward ord ina ry 
Americans to the  Government’s propaganda line th at  draws a dist inct ion be­
tween “American agg ressors” and the  mass  of the American citizenry, which is 
pictured  eith er as frie ndly to Vietnam or as kept in ignorance of the  tru e sta te  
of affairs .

However, the  Nor th Vietnamese do partic ula rize some propagan da targets. 
Chief among these are President  Johnson, Secreta ry of Defense McNamara, Sec­
ret ary  of Sta te Dean  Rus k and Gen. William C. Westmoreland, Commander of 
United States forces in South Vietnam.

All four are  caric atu red  savagely and  are  the  objec t of vitupe ration and rid i­
cule in the  press  and  radio . Pre sident  Johnson is probably the most freque nt 
subject of wall ca ric atu res  in North Vietnamese towns. They are drawn in 
chalk  direc tly on walls of buildings.

It  should not be supposed that  the  N orth  Vietnamese  go about the  w ar scowl­
ing and grim. On the  contrary, teen-agers in the  army , in transpo rt brigades  
and construction team s seem to be fu ll of jokes , judg ing from t he ir chatt er mixed  
with o utburs ts of laugh ter.

Youngsters throng  to the  movies and concert halls . There they devour  a fare  
that  is abou t 90 per cent  pa trio tic  p ropagand a, such as the  story of a  girl  sharp­
shooter who brough t down a United Sta tes plane or of a truck driver  who got 
his cargo th rough in s pite of being wounded in an ai r raid.

T H E  FE AT OF  FE ATS

The feat of f eat s is th e shooting down of a United Sta tes plane. Everyone who 
has  a rifle particip ate s if plane s come into sight. If  by chance one is brough t 
down by rifle fire—and the North Vietnamese say  th is occurs seve ral times a 
month—vill agers fo r miles around  rush to the  scene to sha re in the  glory.

The only th ing t ha t tops the downing of a  plane  in popular  esteem is th e captur e 
of an airm an. Legends of such cap tures are  legion and generally  involve an 
unarmed villager who spots an airman coming down by parachute, grab s a hoe or 
pitch fork  and  cap tur es the airm an, who is armed to the teeth with  surviv al 
weapons.

Or the  story may be of a band of villa gers  who see pilots  coming down and  
manage  to sur round the  field and head them off before they can escape into  the  
jungle.

Such feats  are the  sub jects of p opu lar ballad s, music-hall ski ts and songs. The 
shooting down of United States planes has  become a kind of nat ional contest. 
Papers print the  official North Vietnamese figure on downed plane s daily , now
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1,600 by Hanoi’s count. Commemorative postage stamps have been issued to 
mark important milestones—500, 1,000, 1,500.

It  is all of these factors taken together tha t fuse into North Vietnam’s spirit. 
Probably there  a re other factors tha t have been overlooked. But one thing ap­
pears ce rta in : it is a powerful force and there  is no doubt tha t this, more than  
anything else, is what keeps North Vietnam in the battle.

H an oi  D en ie s Aim  I s to Ann ex  Sou th —P rogram of North  I s F ound  to *
D iffe r F rom Vietcong’s

Following is the sixth  article by an assistant managing editor of The 
New York Times summing up observations on his recent visit  to North 
Vietnam. •

(By Harrison E. Salisbury)
H ong K ong, Jan. 11.—About 10 days ago Le Duan, Fir st Secretary of the North 

Vietnamese Workers’ (Communist) party , made a speech to army cadets, 
outlining the basis of party  policy.

The party, he said, s tands for  “socialism in the North, democracy in the South.”
His declaration was the talk of Hanoi, not because he had enunciated a new 

line, but because he had found it essential  to restate the policy a t this partic ular 
moment.

The par ty secretary’s name is not well known outside North Vietnam. But 
there it is regarded as quite possibly even more important in party  circles than 
tha t of Premier Pham Van Dong.

There are some w’ho believe tha t if  President Ho Chi Minh were to die. he would 
be succeeded either by Mr. Le Duan or another  figure equally li ttle known in the 
West, Truong Chinh, a Politburo member, w-ho heads the Par ty Control 
Commission.

AL LIES  HA VE  DIFFER EN T PROGRAMS

The fact tha t North Vietnam and its southern ally, the National Liberation 
Front, possess basically different foreign policies seems to have gone almost 
unreported in the Western press. It  came as a surprise to hear  their repre­
sentatives talk  in casual terms of these differences, which are of long standing, 
and in a way tha t made it apparent tha t neither side expected an early change.

The existence of different programs raises a question tha t has hardly been 
studied in the United States. It is whe ther the differences are so large th at even 
in the  event of a victory for the North Vietnamese and for  the  Liberation Front, 
which is the formal name for the organization tha t most Americans call the 
Vietcong, a coalition and unification of North and South would not automatically 
occur. *

PRO PAG AND A PER VAS IVE

Both the Northern regime and the Liberation Front are committed to reunifi­
cation and the creation of a single Vietnamese state. Northern propaganda for 
reunification is pervasive. The old Metropole Hotel in Hanoi has been renamed «
Thong N hat (Reunification) Hotel. A new park built by young people around 
the lake adjacent to the Polytechnic University is called Reunification Park.

No speech by a North Vietnamese politician is complete without a demand for 
reunification. No official, even when presenting statis tics on health or education, 
would think of concluding his presentat ion without  putting on record North 
Vietnam’s insistence upon reunification.

Yet, when the question of when and how is posed, the answers begin to 
become vaguer and vaguer. Premier Dong, in speaking with this correspondent, 
emphasized the insistence of North  Vietnam on reunification. But as to when 
this might be accomplished, that, he said, was for North and South to work out 
“as between brothers.’’

ANNEX AT IO N AIM  DISA VOW ED

In discussing the same question, the spokesman of the Liberation Front in 
Hanoi, Nguyen Van Tien, said reunification was a matter tha t would require 
subs tantial time and a careful working out of details.

Premier Dong rebuked those who, he said, mistakenly credited the North with 
a desire to annex the South. The North has no intention of doing such a “stupid, 
criminal” thing, he asserted.
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Most Americans have assum ed that  the  Libe ration Fron t is a puppet of the  
North, that  was crea ted by the  North, th at  it  is the  cre atu re of the North and 
that  it  is directed by the North.

This  was not the  impression given by rep resentativ es of the  Libe ration Fron t 
or of the  North.

But, it may be asked, aren ’t the  Nor th and  the Fro nt ju st  pu tting  on an act?  
Won’t they drop the mask and  eliminate  all the ir supposed differences if they 
win the  war?

There is no way of telling, but  if the published prog rams of the two groups 
are  genuine reflections  of att itudes, the re seem to be sufficiently wide differences 
to make rap id un ification difficult.

REGIONAL PERSON AL ITIES

Specialists  in Vietnam have also noted marked differences o f temperament and 
personality between nat ives of the South and of the North . These regional di f­
ferences have been eviden t in the governments of Hano i and Saigon, both of 
which include nat ives  of the  two pa rts  of Vietnam. Saigon residents seem to 
possess a cer tain  soph istication  and big city  gloss not  found in the average 
Northerner . The Southerner seems to be more a man of the  world. The 
Northe rner is simpler, more di rect, blun t and  forceful.

These differences could be put  aside  for  the  sake  of the  common cause of 
Communism. But in oth er countrie s it  h as been de monstrated  th at  Communism 
does not necessarily  elim ina te regional conflicts. This has  been noted in the 
Soviet Union and in some of the  Easte rn European  countries.

The Fro nt has  now been in existence as a sep ara te quasi -governmental organi ­
zation  for six years. In th at  period of time its  lead ers have acquired vested 
interests.

In the las t few years  they  have estab lished quasi-diplomatic  missions in each 
of the  Communist countri es and in some other African and Asian countries . 
However, no foreign governments are represen ted at  Liberation Fron t hea d­
quart ers  in South  Vietnam. Only North Vietnam maintains a perm anent rep re­
sen tative in the  South.

Who conducts  the wa r in the South? The Fro nt ins ists  th at  it does, th at  all 
mil itar y operations are und er its  command and und er its  direct ions. Its  rep ­
resentat ive in Hano i was asked  whethe r this meant th at  any forces sent  south  
by Hanoi were put  under  Fron t command. He insisted th at  t his  was true .

TROOP JU RISD ICTION  AN IS SU E

Diplomats in Hano i are dubious about this. They doubt th at  reg ula r Nor th 
Vietnamese  army  units  sent to the South are  taken out  of the  N orth  Vietnamese 
command. There have been rumors of disagreement between North and  South 
regarding the  employment of troops a nd the tac tics  to be followed in combatting 
the Americans.

The basic difference, the  diplomats  said, lies in a desi re by Hanoi to engage 
the Americans in large-scale bat tles  whereas  the Fro nt, with  years of experience 
and  confidence in hit -and-run tact ics, is rel uc tan t to commit large unit s.

Some H anoi  diploma ts also contended th at  while  the North Vietnamese were 
splendid  combat troops, they  had not  proved as capab le as the Fro nt in car rying 
out  gue rril la ope rations  since their  basic tra ining  had been for norma l mi lita ry 
service  rat he r than special combat.

Neith er Northern nor  Southern rep resentativ es said  in so many words th at  the 
North was sending reg ula r combat troops to the  South. But  no one said th at  
this  was not the  case. In two weeks in Hanoi,  thi s correspondent neve r hea rd 
a denial of  the presence of Northern fo rces in  the  South.

IND EPE NDENC E IS  AVOWED

On the contrary, the  idea th at  the  North was rend ering aid to its Southern  
allies was stressed repeatedly.

The Fro nt insisted  th at  one reason for  its success in the South  was  the  inde­
pendence of its  leadersh ip. It  stressed  its  independence in contr as t to wh at it 
called the dependence of Premier Nguyen Cao Ky and his Saigon Government 
upon American backing.

On one point  both the  Fro nt and  the  North were  agreed.  This  was  th at  the  
Fro nt was the only legi timate rep resentativ e of the people of the  South  and  th at
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no sett lement of the  wa r could be expected withou t dire ct United States dealing 
with  the  Front.

“Anyone who h as any thin g to discuss  in  connection with  South Vietnam” said 
Mr. Tien, “mus t discuss it with  the  Fro nt. The Nor th cannot speak  for  the  
South .”

Premie r Dong said the  same thin g and asked how the United States expected  
to se ttle  the war unless  it was willing to n ego tiate with the F ront .

“The National  Libe ration Fro nt mus t be represen ted at  the conference table,” 
Mr. Tien said. “La ter  on, the Fro nt and the  North  will have to have discuss ions 
of reun ificat ion on the  basis of equality .”

DIFF ERENCE S ILLUSTRAT ED

Neither  Nor th nor  South suggested any  means  for reconcil ing the  divergent 
economic and  polit ical plat form s on which  they  stand. The North stan ds for  a 
system of Communist organiza tion of the  economy in which indust ry and com­
merce are  run and  direc ted by the  sta te  and  agr icu lture is organized on a col­
lective basis.

The South stands  fo r a mixed economy in which there would be both socialized, 
or state -run , elements and privat e and  cooperativ e elements, something on the 
orde r of the  systems of Cambodia an d Burma.

The polit ical policy differences are  equally marked. The North bases itse lf on 
membership in t he  so-called camp of socialism, the  Communist world bloc.

The South proposes a policy of nonalignm ent, withou t adhe rence  to any  bloc, 
eith er Communist or non-Communist. It  seems to envisage itse lf as a possible 
member of a neut ra lis t bloc of s tat es th at  would include Cambodia, Laos, Burma 
and Indones ia.

How these  two policies could be reconci led in a reunified Vietnam is difficult 
to imagine. Ei ther  one or the oth er presumably would have to be given up or 
the two segm ents of Vietnam  could no t be rejoined.

The pa rty  basi s of North and South  i s a lso differen t. The North has  a tightly 
integrated Communist par ty. True , the re are  a few so-called non par ty men in 
government posts, but the  lead ersh ip of the  Communist party  is supreme.

The Front represen ts a coalit ion of Communist and  non-Communist par ties  
and  groupings in which the  Communists are a minor ity. It  is believed, however, 
that  because of superior abili ty, cohesiveness and leadersh ip the  Communists 
dominate the  Front. They say, however, th at  they  do not inte nd to pre-empt 
political leadership  of the South and  t ha t the  Fro nt will go on a fte r the  w ar with 
a diversi ty of membership.

REDS MA Y SEIZE  POWER

This, too, would seem to make a coalit ion difficult unless  the Southern Com­
mun ists simply seized power for themselves  as has  happened in past coalition  
governments, partic ula rly  in Ea ste rn Euro pe immediately af te r World War II.

In population the  South  has  14 million  people, the North  19 million. Both 
are as are mixed, however, since possibly  one million Nor therners took refuge in 
the South  af te r the  Communists came to power  in Hanoi. Many thousands 
from the South w ent North at  th at  time.

The Nor th and South have  been separa ted  politically  for  12 yea rs now. Con­
tact  between the two are as is phys ically cut  n ot only by the  wa r bu t by res tric ­
tions  establish ed by both sides. Persons  from one region are  not perm itted  to 
vis it the  other . No di rect  mail service is provided between South  to North.

The only way families can communicate is through  third  count ries. The only 
way members of s eparated families can be reunite d is by being smuggled across 
the  fro nt ier or arra nging  a meet ing outs ide either  North or South—a difficult 
mat ter in wartim e.

In these circumstances the  fi rst  s tep proposed by both the  F ron t and the  North 
is the  res toration of trade,  visi ts, trav el, mail  and  sim ilar  faci litie s between 
North  and South.

No steps beyond th at  have  been publicly proposed by eith er side. If  a well 
though t-ou t or coord inated plan for  reunificat ion existed , it would undoubtedly 
be publicized. Both the  North and  the  Fro nt ins ist no such plan has been 
dra fted .
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TERRITORIAL CLA IM S

The Front’s pictu re of it s political power and  dominance in the South differs 
from wha t most Americans believe.

The Front  has prepared maps tha t purpor t to show tha t four-fifths of the total 
area  of the South is now in its control and tha t more than 10 million of 
the region’s 14 million people live in “libera ted” areas. It  contends tha t even 
in Saigon large city areas a re for practica l purposes under secret Front  control.

It  insists that underground Front organizations exist  in all communities of 
the South and that wyhen Front forces “libe rate” a region the underground groups 
simply come to the surface and begin to carry out publicly functions tha t previ­
ously were accomplished secretly.

Even if only par t of the contentions of the North Vietnamese and the Front  are 
founded in fact, it would seem evident tha t the question of what would happen 
in Vietnam when peace comes is far more complex than is generally realized.

It  is difficult to imagine a powerful, self-centered group like the North Viet­
namese Communist party sharing power in any coalition rule, even if the other 
group is Communist or Communist-dominated. The possibility of open divergen­
cies between the Fron t and Hanoi is a subject of speculation among Hanoi diplo­
mats and is discussed seriously by Eastern  European Communists.

S oviet -C h in a  R if t  H urti ng  H a n o i A id— B u t  N or th  Vie tn a m  
K ee ps  Clo se  T ie s  W it h  T wo  A llie s

Following is the seventh article by an assistant managing editor of 
The New York Times summing up observations on his recent visit  to 
North Vietnam.

(By Harri son E. Salisbury)
Hong Kong, Jan.  11.—Nowhere are the tensions, conflicts and delicate sensi­

bilities engendered by the clash of the Communist giants, China and the Soviet 
Union, more excruciatingly felt than in North Vietnam.

North Vietnam’s f ighting ability is almost completely dependent upon the aid 
and support of both China and the Soviet Union. Thus, the conflict between 
these two nations, in effect, poses a thr ea t to the virtu al existence of the small 
Indochinese Communist state, to its ability  to mainta in the struggle against 
America’s superior mater ial power.

An Ea st European diplomat who has  deep affection for the North Vietnamese 
and the Hanoi leadership spoke sadly of the “wonderful days,” now long gone, 
when “we were all comrades together.” Tha t was back in 1954, jus t after the 
Geneva agreements tha t ended the Indochina war and established North and 
South Vietnam.

“I wish you could have seen Hanoi then,” he said. “The city was so lovely. 
Every building had been painted, the stree ts were spruced up and there were 
flowers everywhere.”

It  was not only physically t ha t Hanoi was  att ract ive in that time, the diplomat 
said. The atmosphere for a  Communist was fresh and invigorating.

“Everything seemed possible then,” he recalled.
“There was no h int of a sp lit in the camp. Russia, China, all of us were work­

ing shoulder to shoulder to help Vietnam, to enable the Vietnamese people to 
create a Communist futu re.”

Another man, also a Communist diplomat, but one of the contemporary gen­
eration, said ser iously:

“I don’t know how they do it, but the Vietnamese have managed so fa r to keep 
thei r rela tions with both Moscow and Peking. But, honestly, I don’t think there 
is another man in the world who could have accomplished it. I give full credit to 
Premier Pham Van Dong. He is a miracle of t act  and he has had to be.”

Both the Soviet Union and China are vital  to North Vietnam’s defense effort. 
Both provide supplies, arms and material without which North Vietnam would 
be h ard pressed to stay in the war. Without such aid, Hanoi and its allies in 
the South, the National Liberation Front, would be compelled to revert to small- 
scale guerril la actions.

They would have to take cover in  the mountains and jungles and dig in for 
the long 20-year pull tha t President Ho Chi Minh and the other leaders have 
warned may be necessary.
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TWO ROUTES FOR SU PP LIES

There are two routes by which supplies from the Soviet Union and China 
and from other Communist states  reach North Vietnam. The first is the rail ­
road from China, which can be supplemented by truck deliveries. The second 
is the shipping route  to Haiphong.

North Vietnam receives not only Communist aid through Haiphong. It  is 
through this  port tha t the country mainta ins small-scale trade  with some 
Asian states, mostly in food products and consumer goods. This traffic is han­
dled in ships of a number of flags in addition to Communist shipping. The 
United States has blacklisted shipping lines for engaging in this traffc, but it 
continues.

The Chinese said in late December th at they were providing 70 per cent of the 
aid Hanoi was receiving. The Russians have not indicated what percentage 
they are supplying.

Foreign diplomats in Hanoi believe t ha t China is the main supplier of food­
stuffs, pa rticu larly  rice. North Vietnam has been running a deficit in rice in the 
last two or three years, largely because of the war. Much manpower has been 
diverted from the paddies. And this past  year was a poor year for a number 
of rice-producing countries, including par ts of Indochina.

It  is believed tha t the North Vietnamese may be dependent on China for as 
much as 600,000 to 800.000 tons of rice in 1967 because of a shortfall in the do­
mestic crop.

Rice and similar bulk commodities are delivered by the land routes from 
China. It  is probable tha t the North Vietnamese receive much of the rail  re­
placement and angle irons and other repa ir mater ials for thei r rail  system from 
the Chinese by rail and truck.

In addition to mater ials tha t originate in China, the North Vietnamese have 
been obtaining across Siberia and through the Chinese ra il network a substan­
tia l part  of the  goods, including heavy armaments coming from t he Soviet Union 
and other countries of Eastern  Europe.

As the Chinese-Soviet spli t worsened, the problems of maintaining these ship­
ments across China steadily increased. As long ago as las t spring the Chinese 
were pointedly suggesting to the Russians  tha t they ship thei r military material 
by sea. The Russians countered tha t the  Chinese had held up shipments, some­
times for weeks, sometimes for months. There were occasions, the Russians 
charged, when th e Chinese did not permit the Soviet arms to cross China at all.

ARGUM ENT S OVER TRAFFIC

The Chinese rejoined tha t the Russians were putting up a smokescreen, tha t 
they had in fa ct been dilatory or reluc tant  to send aid  to Hanoi and tha t Peking 
was the main s upporter  of the North Vietnam regime.

Peking said th at  far  from being a tru e friend of North Vietnam the Russians 
were conspiring with the United States against North Vietnam’s interests.

The facts behind these charges and counter-charges have been obscured by 
the polemics of Moscow and Peking. But knowledgeable Eas t Europeans in 
Hanoi concur tha t there is fire behind the smoke. They say tha t on some occa­
sions the Chinese have refused to let Soviet supplies come in and have told North 
Vietnam tha t the Chinese will provide the needed item.

“Then months go by and they send nothing.” an East  European Communist 
said.

The French Communist secretary. Waldeck Rochet, charged at  his par ty’s 
congress tha t the Russians, unable to get speedy delivery of essential supplies 
via the Chinese rail  network, had petitioned Peking for permission to set up a 
special air lift  for delivering urgently needed items. Peking was said to have 
refused.

Asked about this specific charge, a North Vietnamese official observe d: “When 
people a re angry with one another, they don’t always tell the tru th. ”

There have been rumors tha t the Chinese removed from flat cars some of the 
advanced military equipment tha t Moscow was sending to Hanoi, specifically, 
unassembled MIG-21 fighters, rad ar equipment and ground-to-air missiles. This 
allegation was doubted in Hanoi. It  was said tha t most major shipments of this 
kind of mater iel ar e supposedly now coming in by sea at Haiphong.
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OIL  STORAGE DIS PER SED

The Chinese are not able to provide such items to Hanoi. They do not pro­
duce them themselves. In the armaments line, the Chinese are thought  to have 
provided ammunition, some artillery , rifles, machine guns and possibly mortars.

Oil supplies apparently come from the Soviet Union. At least  the oil barrels 
strewn all over the North Vietnamese landscape seemed largely if not entirely 
of Soviet origin. These are  big 50-gallon oil drums that  presumably have re­
placed Haiphong and Hanoi oil storage facili ties destroyed in United States air  
strikes. It  would seem to be difficult to make a major dent in the oil storage 
reserves in the futu re since they have been dispersed in big steel drums over 
thousands of fields and roadsides.

C H IN ESE PR ESEN CE  DOUBTED

There have been rumors in the West tha t the Chinese have provided labor 
battalions and construction crews to keep the North Vietnamese rail system 
functioning to the Chinese frontier. This correspondent can offer no direct 
evidence on that aspect of Chinese aid. No one in Hanoi, however, seemed able 
to confirm or deny the report. The general opinion among foreigners was tha t 
the North Vietnamese had mobilized ample labor resources of their own for this  
purpose.

It  is generally agreed among foreigners  in Hanoi tha t the North Vietnamese 
regime must have the continued support of both the Soviet Union and China to 
maintain its defense ag ains t the United States at the current level.

If the Chinese were to close thei r railroad to Soviet shipments entirely, it 
would be difficult to divert  all the needed supplies to Haiphong. Neither shipping 
nor harbor facilities are  readily available. Foreign visitors believe that 
Haiphong is already strained  beyond capacity in attempting to handle the volume 
of freight pouring in.

It  would be equally disastrous if the Chinese were to hal t their  own ship­
ments, particular ly foodstuffs. It  would not be easy for Moscow to replace 
Peking as a supplier of rice, for instance.

THEORY OF ‘PEOPLE’S WAR*

Thus fa r Hanoi has managed to mainta in working rela tions with both Moscow 
and Peking because of a variety  of factors . Historically, President Ho Chi Minh 
has had close connections with the  Soviet Communists. Among his earl iest Com­
munist experience was work with Moscow’s Comintern, the Communist I nte rna ­
tional, between the two world wars. His relations with the Moscow leadership 
have been warm.

At the same time, during much of his revolutionary career, he was actual ly 
based in China. He has equally close and long-standing ties with the Chinese 
party  and at  one time was a member of that  party.

In ideology and political orientation,  the North Vietnamese regime has always 
drawn on both Soviet and Chinese sources of inspiration. Its  industry is set 
up largely on the Soviet model, its rur al communes are much like those estab­
lished by Mao Tse-tung in China.

Listening to North Vietnamese explain thei r theories of “people’s war,” a pro­
tracted popular struggle against an “imperialist” power like the United States, 
one hears echoes of the philosophy that underlies the essay of Lin Piao, Chinese 
Defense Minister, on the same subject. The psychology is much the same. But 
when asked about this relationship, the North Vietnamese will smile and say, yes, 
there are similarit ies, but each country has its own way of doing things. 

R U SS IA N S  AN D C H IN E S E

Because of the extended re lationships tha t the North Vietnamese leaders have 
had with both th e Soviet Union and the Chinese, they seem to have found it pos­
sible to a remarkable degree to keep their  two grea t friends  from coming to blows 
over the Vietnam aid issue.

Since Peking denounces any pa rty or group th at maintains  speaking terms with 
Moscow, and since Moscow is almost as violent agains t any friends  of Peking, 
this has required skillful tightrope walking.

One technique that North Vietnam has employed is to deemphasize foreign 
aid in its internal  propaganda. On wall bulletin boards there are no displays
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honoring the  Soviet Union or China. There  are  group exhibits with pictu res 
and  displays from all  Communist countries , arrang ed in alphabet ical order.

There are  impor tan t differences in the  way the Russians and the Chinese con­
duct  themselves in North Vietnam. The  Russians are  gregarious,  att end  re­
ceptions, have  personal frien ds among the North Vietnamese and are  prominent 
both because of t he ir numbers and because of t he ir presence in public places  like 
hotels,  re staura nts , t heate rs and stores.

The Russians enter tain much as diploma ts do in any capi tal. They invite  
the  French, the  Canad ians,  the  Bri tish , the  Indians,  anyone who happens to be 
in town, to  th eir  dinners and receptions.

The Hanoi diplomatic  colony is small bu t active. The Wes t is represen ted by 
the French, which mainta in wh at is called a “deleg ation ” headed by Francois  
de Quirielle. This is the larges t Western  establish men t in Hanoi, abou t the 
equivalent of a consulate general.

The Br itish  mainta in a “res ident” carefu lly  spelled with  a smal l “r ” by the 
North Vietnamese. He is John  Colvin and  h is calling ca rds  b ear the  designat ion 
“Her Brita nnic M ajes ty’s Consul General. ”

There are an Ind ian  consul general  and a number of Asian represen tatives, 
including those of Indones ia and Algeria.

In addition , the re are  missions  of the thr ee  powers represen ted on the In ter­
nat ional Contro l Commission—India , Poland and  Canada. The commission, 
establish ed to superv ise impleme ntation of the  1954 Geneva accords on Indo­
china, occupies one of the larg est  office buildings in downtown Hano i, on the shore 
of  the  L ake of  th e Recovered Sword. It  is  ha rdly more than one-tent li occupied, 
however, with the  withering aw ay of the commission’s functions.

These Western  and n eutra l diplomats mix freely with those  of the  E ast. The 
Russians go out socially with the  represent atives  of the  West. Soviet newsmen 
associate with both their North Vietn amese colleagues and with any  foreign cor­
respondents  or v isito rs who chance into  town.

C H IN E S E  K EEP ALO OF

Not so the Chinese. They are aloof and with draw n. They do not appear in 
public or, when they do, they hold themse lves in t igh t li ttl e groups. For  instance, 
one day the  Foreign Min istry’s pres s departm ent  arr ang ed a tri p for ac­
cred ited  newsmen to go out of Hanoi a few miles to visit  the  place where an 
American robot plane had been shot down.

Except for  the Chinese, the  corre spondents rode out to the coun tryside in 
ord ina ry cars. Russ ian Volgas. The  Chinese, five or  six of them, rode together 
in an olive-drab command car. They  w alked stiffly over the fields to the downed 
drone, peered at  it, took pictures , jot ted  down some notes, return ed to the ir car, 
climbed in and went back to town, without  a word to any of t he ir colleagues.

The Chinese are said by E as t European Communists to be unhappy concerning 
many  aspects of Hanoi’s policies. They do not, for instance,  approve of the 
relatio nsh ip between the  Liberat ion Fro nt and the  Hanoi regime. They do not 
believe in the programs of “ne utra lit y” and “democracy” that  are  the official 
policy of the Front. They do not believe there should be an y programm atic dif ­
ferences between North and South  Vietnam and, par ticu lar ly,  they do not ap­
prove of what  they regard as the  “rev isionist ” or “deviationi st” content of the 
Fron t program.

One of the  controversies between  Moscow and  Peking cen ters  on the  Chinese 
preoccupation with  theories of permanent, or long-range,  revolut ion, the “peo­
ple’s wa r” theory enuncia ted by Defense  Minister  Lin, which underlies pa rt of 
Hanoi’s propaganda concerning  i ts struggle aga inst the  U nited  States.

The Soviet Union has  ind ica ted  t ha t it is not enamoured of the “people’s w ar” 
theory.

S PL IT  AFF EC TS  T H E  WA R

Not a few diplomats believe th at  one of the  fac tors  that  tend to keep the war  
in Vietnam locked in its presen t sta tus  with  litt le or no progress toward negotia­
tion  or any diplom atic att em pt  to end the  conflict is the  v ise that  the  conflicting 
positions of the Soviet Union and  China have  crea ted for  North Vietnam.

Thu s fa r it has  been possible  by tact  and diplom atic skill for Hanoi to keep 
both the big Communist powers  at  its side. But  any  move by North Vietnam 
either toward a confe rence  table o r towa rd any new s ta tus f or the  war would set 
in motion diplomatic  groundswells both in Moscow and Peking th at  may wreck the 
delicate balance of Hanoi’s relations  with  its  allies.
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The rise of centrifugal forces within China, the growing preoccupation of the 
Chinese with thei r own internal  quarrel, Moscow’s increasing concern over the 
possible explosive results of that  quarrel fur the r complicate the  tasks of Hanoi’s 
leadership.

So far the skill of Presid ent Ho Chi Minli, t he diplomacy of Premier Dong, the 
talen ts of Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap, the Defense Minister, and possibly the special 
pro-Chinese alignment of Le Duan, the party secretary, have kept the skein 
of aid and alliance more or less intact. But the question in the minds of informed 
Hanoi observers i s : How much longer Can it go on? The answer they  believe, lies 
not in Hanoi but in Moscow and Peking.

A Turning P oint in War I s Seen by Hanoi Visitor—Meetings With  Officials  
and Diplomats I ndicate That New P hase May Result in Eventual Peace 
or Sudden Escalation

Following is the eighth and final artic le by an assistant tnanaging 
editor of The New York Times summing up observations on his recent 
visit to North Vietnam.

(By Harriso n E. Salisbu ry)

Hong Kong, Jan. 11.—Nearly two years after the United States began bombing 
North Vietnam, the war  appe ars to be entering a new phase—one that may lead to 
eventual settlement or to a sudden and extreme escalation.

Two weeks of on-the-scene inspection of North Vietnam, dozens of talks  with 
Hanoi officials, including very high officials, and discussions with leaders of the 
National Liberation Front, the political arm of the Vietcong guer illas, and with 
informed neutral,  Communist and Western diplomats indicate the long wa r has 
reached a turn ing point.

Although both Hanoi and Washington suggest in public statements  tha t the ir 
positions on negotiations have not changed, there  appear to be signs of below- 
the-surface movement tha t could lead in th at direction.

Neither Hanoi nor Washington, it is apparent, is as immune to the forces of 
world opinion as the propaganda statements sometimes would indicate. And 
it is behind the facade of t hat propaganda tha t soundings suggest t ha t not every 
position may be quite as rigid, fixed and unchanging as the public declarations 
would indicate.

Nonetheless, a visito r to Hanoi comes away with a feeling th at the road to 
peace cannot be anyt hing b ut an arduous one.

And the alternative to a successful negotiated settlement looms on the horizon ; 
a deadlier, vastly escalated war. Both the North and the United States, it seems 
clear, are prepared for t he possibility of such an escalation.

Premier Pham Van Dong made plain tha t it is within the power of North 
Vietnam to call in “volunteers” th at are waiting in the Communist state s of the 
world. The country where they stand neares t and in greatest numbers and per­
haps most eagerly waiti ng the call is China.

The volunteers have not been called thus far. The Hanoi leaders make it 
abundant ly clear th at  it is their fervent hope th at the call will never go out.

They see in the presence of volunteers a possibly deadly blow to thei r most 
cherished ideal—national independence.

They have gone to w hat seems to an outsider to be fa ntas tic lengths to preserve 
and maintain  independent control of thei r affairs  and the ir destiny. But they 
give the impression th at  if, and the “if” is a big one, the United States takes 
another important step to increase the level of the war the call will almost cer­
tainly go out.

At lower levels North Vietnamese officials say th at if the United States takes 
another major escalation step, China will be called in. This is not said in un­
equivocal terms ,by the  highest leadership. The decision probably remains to be 
made. But the weight of probability appears to be on the side of acceptance of 
volunteers.

EXPLOSIVE EFFEC T SEE N

The re sult of such fatefu l action could be explosive, in terms not only of Viet­
nam but also of the  world. If Chinese volunteers went in, could Soviet volunteers 
stay out? Possibly, but not probably, observers feel, in view of the presen t 
.balance of forces in the Communist world. In other words, when the  North
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Vietnamese pose this question, they are really posing the question of direct con­
fronta tion between the United States and the two leading Communist powers 
in the world.

Lurking in the shadow of such a confrontation are the deadly armories of 
nuclear weapons now possessed by all three  powers.

What would North Vietnam regard a s an escalation so marked as to evoke the 
call for volunteers? At lower levels this  was described specifically : carrying the 
land w ar north of the 17th Parallel, amphibious landings in the North, military  
action to cut off the land supply routes to China, possibly the bombing of Viet­
nam’s dikes.

Would the bombing of Hanoi and Haiphong produce a call? This is not being 
said specifically. At higher levels none of these eventualities is specified. The 
impression is left tha t in any of these events a determination would have to ,be 
made.

In North Vietnam there  appears to be a general conviction that, judged by 
past conduct, the United States sooner or later will escalate and not merely by 
introducing 100,000 more troops. The indication given by North Vietnamese 
officials was tha t such an increase in United States  strength was not what they 
were speaking of. They seemed to feel confident t hat they could handle many 
more troops in the South. Indeed, they suggested t hat more troops in the South 
would be more of a hindrance to the United States than a help.

But radical intensification of the  war in the air  or a move of land forces into 
North Vietnam apparently would come under a  different category.

If a negotiated settlement is not achieved, what course does Hanoi think the 
war will take? Everyone there talks  in terms of a war tha t will go on 10 or 
20 more years if t ha t is what the United States wants. They seem to have con­
fidence t hat  thei r people, particularly  the ir youth, will not become exhausted.

APPEAB TO BE SESIOUS

When they speak of reti ring into the hills and  the jungles to carry on intermin­
able guerrilla war fare  against  the United States, they appear  to speak in utte r 
seriousness. They point out tha t they have been fighting th at kind of war for 
20 or 30 years, tha t they ha ve survived the experience and grown tougher in the 
process. And they think they can do i t for  two or three decades more and in the 
end come out with the possession they say is t heir  most priceless, thei r liberty and 
independence.

Hanoi’s version of wh at those 20 years of guerrilla  w arfare would be .like is a 
picture of a tota l population dedicated to the struggle, to fighting the enemy, to 
providing an eternal ly hostile environment for the United States forces.

In this  vision it is the total population th at occupies the central position ra ther 
than the organized armed forces. Or there would be, as there  already is. a 
blending of the regula r army and the civilian population.

In two weeks in Hanoi this correspondent did not see a major unit of the 
North Vietnamese Army. But by the same token he seldom failed to see some 
members or units of the North Vietnamese defense forces.

The reason is tha t the defense forces now combine regular troops, newly 
mobilized youth groups, home guard units, civil defense units and ordinary 
housewives who carry  a rifle with which to fire a t United States planes.

They are  a ll around, in the city streets, on bicycles or riding in big olive drab 
Russian trucks toward the south.

Is i t possible to see any path toward a negotiated peace? It  is possible but  the 
path is thorny. The chief obstacle is ce rtainly  the  deep suspicion held by Hanoi 
toward any and all suggestions of peace talks made by the Americans or others 
such as Secretary General Than t or the British  Foreign Secretary, George Brown, 
or Pope Paul VI.

The suspicion the North Vietnamese feel is reinforced in par t by experience 
with the Americans and perhaps in grea ter measure by experience with the 
French.

Hanoi feels t hat twice it went in to peaceful negotiations and twice it was 
robbed or cheated of the f rui t of those negotiations.

The first time was when the French, in Hanoi’s view, repudiated the 1946 post­
war agreement made w ith Ho Chi Minh.

The second was when, again in Hanoi’s view, the United States at French 
instigation repudia ted the 1954 Geneva agreement and started the country down 
the path  tha t has led to  the tragic present.
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Tho se  tw o ex pe rie nc es , w heth er th e N or th  V ie tnam es e in te rp re t th em  co r­
re ct ly  or no t, ha ve  le ft  de ep  an d po ss ib ly  per m an en t se ar s.  The se  ha ve  been 
ex ac er ba te d by th e ex jie rien ce  of  th e la st  tw o year s w ith th e  U ni ted S ta te s.

H an oi  co nt en ds  th a t ea ch  pe ac e mo ve by th e U ni ted S ta te s has  bee n ac co m­
pa ni ed  by or  has  been  de sign ed  to  conc ea l a st ep  to w ard  fu r th e r es ca la tion .

I t  does no t prop os e to  he  cau ght sh ort  ag ai n.  The  w ar has  becom e a w ar  fo r 
su rv iv al , fo r “l ife, ” a s P re m ie r Do ng p ut it.

The  po pu lac e ha s been ar ou se d to  a s ta te  of  so li dari ty  th a t re pre se nt s a fo r­
m id ab le  as se t fo r a  countr y  st ru gg ling again st  a  foe man y tim es  mor e po w er fu l 
in m ate ri a l m ea ns  a nd  tec hn iq ue s.

I f  ne go tiat io ns  sh ou ld  be  em ba rk ed  up on  an d ca me to no th in g,  off icia ls feel,  
th e  fig ht ing edge of  th e  N ort h  Vie tnam es e wo uld be  lo st  an d mig ht  no t be re ­
ga in ed , an d if  th e  w ar w er e re su m ed  it  m ig ht  be on te rm s mu ch  les s fa vora ble  
to  Han oi . Sin ce th e st ru ggle  is vie we d as  a  li fe -a nd -d ea th  one fo r Han oi  th is  
is a ri sk  it  will  no t ta ke.  P re m ie r Do ng  sa id  th is  sp ec ifi ca lly . O th er  N or th  
Viet na mese e choed th e th ought.

Sin ce  th e U ni ted S ta te s po sses se s th e  so m ew ha t si m il ar fe a r th a t if  it  s ta rt s  
on  th e pa th  to  th e co nf er en ce  ta ble  it  may  to uc h off ir re ver si b le  ch an ge s in th e 
So uth Vie tnam es e poli ti ca l si tu at io n , th e  in hi bit io ns  to w ard  ta k in g  th e  fi rs t 
st ep  to w ar d a  c on fe re nc e a re  g re a t on bo th  s ides .

The re  is  ano th er in h ib it io n  on th e N or th  V ie tnam es e sid e. Han oi  re gard s 
it se lf  as  t he ag gr ie ve d part y . Han oi  sa ys  it  w as  th e U ni ted S ta te s th a t at ta cked  
an d ha s been  bo mbing  it s te rr it o ry , ac tion s it  ca te go rize s as  bo th  ag gr es sive  an d 
ill eg al .

Th er ef or e,  H an oi  sa ys , th e  U ni ted S ta te s m us t be th e one to ha lt —no t Nor th  
Viet na m. Nor, sa ys  H an oi,  sh ou ld  it  be  comp elled  to  pa y a “p ri ce ” to  per su ad e 
th e U ni ted S ta te s to  h a lt  w hat it  ou gh t no t to  be do ing in th e fi rs t pla ce.

Thi s is no t a mer e se m an tic po in t. I t  bea rs  dir ec tly  on th e  qu es tio n of  which  
side  wi ll ta ke th e fi rs t st ep  to w ar d th e  co nf er en ce  ta ble  an d w hat  th e o th er side  
wi ll do onc e a fir st st ep  h as  b een take n.

T he  Uni ted S ta te s co nt en ds  th a t it  has  sa id  ag ai n  and ag ai n it  ti s re ad y to 
ne go tiat e bu t th a t H an oi has  no t re sp on de d.  Han oi  re jo in s th a t th e re  will  be 
no  r es po ns e so lon g as  th e U ni ted S ta te s co nt in ue s to  a tt a c k  h er .

If  th e Uni ted S ta te s too k a fi rs t step , wo uld N or th  Vie tnam  re sp on d?  T his  is 
th e  gre at qu es tio n but  th e  an sw er  to  it  seem s to  hav e be en  giv en  qui te  cl ea rly 
in th e pa st  week.

QUES TI ON OF  RE SP ONSE

W hile  he  mad e no  spe cif ic pr om ise or  ple dge, P re m ie r Do ng  in sp ea ki ng  w ith  
th is  co rr es po nd en t le ft  th e im pr es sion  th a t if  th e U ni ted S ta te s ac te d po si tiv ely,  
fo r exam ple, by ha lt in g  th e  bomb ing , Nor th  V ie tnam  wou ld  no t igno re  it.

Thi s im pres sion  w as  st re ngth en ed by th e st at em en t of  N orth V ie tn am ’s re p re ­
se nta tive in P ari s,  a se nio r env oy, wh o sa id  th a t if  th e  bomb ing stop pe d Han oi  
wo uld  resp on d.

S h a k in g  w ith  a W es t German  co rr es po nd en t a few dy as  la te r.  P re si den t Ho  
Ch i Minh  echoed th e  sa m e se nt im en t, sa yi ng  th a t if  th e U ni ted S ta te s hal te d  th e 
w ar , “th en  we  w ou ld ta k e  t ea .”

Mr.  T han t ha s of fe red th e o pin ion th a t a ha lt  in bomb ing is a re qu is it e to ta lk s.  
Thi s is  the  vie w th is  c or re sp on den t br ou gh t aw ay  fr om  Han oi .

Rut . if  a co nf er en ce  w er e ag re ed  upon , w ha t ki nd  of  s ol ut io n could  be ev olve d?
H er e is th e  tl io rn is et  qu es tio n of  al l. F o r th e re a l is su e th en  is th e  qu es tion  

of  th e  fa te  of  So ut h iV etna m. Han oi  ha s sa id  re pe at ed ly  an d echoed th e  s ta te ­
me nt la st  week th a t th e  fa te  of  So uth Vietnam  m us t be se tt le d be tw ee n th e N or th  
an d So uth,  de al in g to get her  as  part ners  an d th a t th e ap pro pri ae  re pre se n ta ti ve 
of  th e So uth is no t th e  Sa igon  Gov ernm en t bu t th e N at io na l L ib er at io n Fro nt .

Ther e is no re as on  to  do ub t th a t N or th  Vie tnam  wo uld ad her e to  th is  po si tion  
in  an y co nferen ce .

Wou ld th e  U ni te d S ta te s ac ce pt  su ch  a so lu tion ? The re  ha s been no  s ign of  it  
up  to now . How ev er , th is  co rr es po nd en t un co ve red som e in te re st in g  a re as fo r 
fu rt h e r re se ar ch  in  ta lk in g  w ith  re pre se n ta ti ves of  t he F ro n t an d th e go ve rn m en t 
in  Han oi .

Th e tw o a re  no t a sing le  e n ti ty  in so fa r  a s po li tica l, so cial an d econom ic view s 
a re  co nc ern ed . T he s ta te d  di fferen ce s are  de ep  an d wo uld  be dif fic ul t to  com­
prom ise or  br idge — if  th ey  a re  real . Th ey  su gg es t th a t ano th er an d cl os er  look  
mig ht  be ta ken  a t th e  F ro nt to  see w het her  on in sp ec tion  it  prov es  to  he th e 
pu pp et  of  th e  N orth  th a t th e comm on U ni ted S ta te s vie w has  supposed .
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PE KIN G FR OW NS  ON FRONT

It  might prove th at the Front possesses not only more independence but more 
iconoclastic views in Communist terms than have been attributed to it. One 
thing is certain: the Chinese Communists take a very dim view of the Fron t’s 
platform.

Behind the maneuver and countermaneuver in Vietnam are other forces tha t 
cannot be ignored. The Chinese, for example, have made no secret of their strong 
approval of the general n atur e of the Vietnamese conflict. They think it is going 
very well. They see it as the  opening phase of possibly 25 or even 50 years of 
simila r guerrilla conflicts tha t will spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America, eventually leading to the  “encirclement” of the West.

By “West” they mean North America, Western Europe and the Soviet bloc. 
It  is the great phase of the battle  of the “country versus the city”—the same 
struggle tha t was won in China by the “country” and which the Chinese see as 
being won in world terms by the “country”—that is, the peasan t masses, which 
they would lead.

China apparently  has no intere st in seeing the Vietnam war ended. It  has no 
interest in a peaceful negotiated settlement. Not only has  it  no intere st but also 
it is likely to oppose any step in tha t direction with gr eat force.

This includes some powerful persuasives. China could a t a single stroke close 
the frontier to the passage of arms and aid to Hanoi. China could cut off the 
supplies it provides. It  might even do more. It might seek to reverse Hanoi's 
policy by calling on sympathizers within North Vietnam’s leadership to oppose 
any effort to end the war.

A small clue as to China’s reactions: diplomats of Eastern Europe eagerly 
inquired into the significance of this correspondent’s t rip  to Hanoi. They won­
dered if he was bringing a peace bid from Washington or taking  one back from 
Hanoi.

When he told them tha t he was not acting as a messenger, they plainly did not 
entirely believe th e denial. They made no secret of th eir earnes t desire th at an 
end be found to the war in Vietnam. They expressed fe rvent hope tha t maybe 
at long last some steps toward tha t end were being taken.

The Soviet reaction was m ore restraine d. But the Soviet press published and 
commented on this reporter’s dispatches from Hanoi and thei r possible signifi­
cance on the progress toward the conference table. There was no reaction from 
China or the Chinese. Not a word about the visit appeared in the Chinese press.

There was even speculation among some Hanoi diplomats tha t the visit of an 
American journ alist to Hanoi and the succession of visits of other non-Com- 
munists might bring some real problems in North Vietnam’s relations with 
Peking.

One diplomat thought th at the Hanoi reaction to the peace proposals of Mr. 
Brown were couched in somewhat shaiqier language than might have been ex­
pected. simply to reassure the Chinese that  Hanoi was holding the line.

There is another nightmare tha t haunt s Hanoi’s leaders as they ponder the 
future . This is the possibility th at  at some moment the Chinese internal politi­
cal struggle will bring on an  open struggle between the contending factions and 
tha t in the process China’s ability  to continue aid to Hanoi will be radically 
affected.

DE EP EN ING OF SP LI T FEARED

Associated with this fear is anoth er: tha t the quarrel  between Moscow and 
Peking might grow from a polemic and diplomatic struggle into  a m ajor m ilitary 
conflict. While many diplomats who closely follow events in the Communist 
world feel tha t this is an extreme possibility, they cannot entirely discount the 
angry mutterings the Russians now make for almost anyone to hear, mutterings 
tha t the quarrel may evolve into a m ilitary  conflict.

No one in Hanoi can fa il to observe the signs of the intra-Communist struggle. 
They are visible in personal and diplomatic relations, in difficulties North Viet­
nam has in getting transit facili ties for invited guests, in the open wranging be­
tween Moscow and Peking about methods of shipping in aid.

“North Vietnam has enough problems with the Americans,” a Communist dip­
lomat said, “without having this  terri ble quarr el with all its dangerous possi­
bilities going on all around her.”

With these factors in the background, it would seem to be prudent to watch 
carefully for any sign of a situat ion tha t might lead to an honorable settlement. 
But here North Vietnam is divided against itself.
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The  dec la ra ti ons th a t H an oi st at es m en  mak e ab out na ti onal ho no r, ab ou t in ­
de pe nd en ce , ab ou t su rv iv al  seem  en ti re ly  ge nu ine.  T hat is  w hat th ey  be lieve  
th ey  a re  f ig ht in g for .

Th ey  loo k as ka nce  a t su gg es tio ns  th a t th e  ob ject  of  th e ir  st ru ggle  is to  sp re ad  
th e in flu en ce  of  “i n te rn ati onal co mm un ism.” Once,  pe rh ap s,  th a t might  ha ve  
l>een a goal.  Som e da y in th e fu tu re  it  mig ht  be ag ai n.  But  to da y th e  st ru gg le  
as  t he y se e i t is fo r th e su rv iv al  o f V ie tn am  a s a nat io n.  Th ey  fee l th a t th e Uni ted 
S ta te s se ek s to  e st ab li sh  a “p uppet ” regi me fo r th e wh ole of  Viet na m. Thi s they  
a re  w il ling  to  giv e th e ir  liv es  to  pre ven t an d in th is  th e H an oi  le ad er sh ip  ap ­
pears  to  ha ve  th e st ro ng su pport  of  th e co un try.

I t  is  ge ne ra lly be lie ved by no n- Com mun is t di pl om at s in Han oi , ri ghtly  or  
wrong ly , th a t th e Am er ic an  bo mbi ng  in th e N or th  no t on ly  has  st re ng th en ed  
th e re gi m e in  it s co nv ic tio n th a t th e Amer ican s aim  a t it s des tr uct io n bu t al so  
ha s cr yst ali zed  a nat io nal  sp ir it  of pat ri o ti sm  an d se lf- de fe ns e th a t giv es  th e 
co untr y  a un it ed  as pe ct  in  st and in g  ag ai nst  th e U ni te d S ta te s re gar dle ss  of  
how some ci tize ns  may  pri va te ly  feel  on th e qu es tio n of  Co mmun ism .

“The  U ni te d S ta te s has ne ve r show n an y sign s of  go od will ,” P re m ie r Do ng 
sa id . The  same se nt im en t w as  ec hoed  by o th er  Gov ernm en t mem be rs  an d by 
ord in ary  N orth  Vietnam ese.  I t  w as  th e ir  co nv ic tio n th a t th e Uni ted S ta te s 
ha d se t it se lf  re so lu te ly  again st  th em  an d th a t th ere  w as  no re al  a lt e rn a ti ve  
hu t t o fig ht it ou t to the end .

ADA MAN T ON SU BM IS SI ON

“W e will  di e but  we  will  not  su bm it ,” w as  a phra se  echoed  repe atKlly . It  
was  appare n t th a t to  th e  N orth  Vie tnam es e min d th er e w as  no alt e rn ati ve— 
no re al  ro ad  to  an  ho no ra bl e co nf er en ce  to  reso lve th e di sa gre em en ts  w ith out 
fu rt h e r fig hti ng .

Thi s ki nd  of  a tt it u d e  mak es  it  dif fic ul t to  ta ke  even  a sm al l st ep  to w ar d pe ac e­
fu l ta lk . W he n th is  w as  poi nte d ou t to th e N or th  Vie tnam es e,  th ey  fe ll back  
on th e view  th a t it  w as  up  to  th e  U ni te d S ta te s no t them  to  ta ke  th e  fi rs t step s 
to w ar d halt in g  th e confl ict . As to  w hat  wou ld com e la te r th ey  did no t say 
pr ec isely bu t did leav e an  im pr es si on  th a t th ey  wou ld  no t si t w ith  fo lded  ha nd s 
if—again st  al l th e ir  ex pe ct at io ns—th e U ni ted S ta te s did ha lt  it s bombing .

W ha t in flu ence  do th e R uss ia ns ha ve  on H an oi’s a tt it u d e  to w ar d ne go tiat io n?  
No t mu ch , it  see ms  ev id en t. So viet  re pre se n ta ti ves st re ss  th e indei>e ndence 
of  th e  H an oi  officia ls.

One  So viet  diplom at , be m oa ni ng  a New Y ea r’s ha ng ov er , sa id  in d e sp a ir : 
“A nd  th is  is  th e da y I'm  su pp os ed  to tu rn  in  my  annual  re port  on  th e Nor th  
V ie tnam es e e co no m y!”

A fr ie ndly  W es te rn er  ex pr es se d h is  sy m pa th y,  ad ding , “A ft er al l,  i t ’s ju s t a 
m a tt e r of  w ri ti ng  up th e figu re s.”

“D on ’t mak e jo ke s, ” th e R uss ia n  sa id . “T h a t’s th e who le prob lem . Th ey  
won ’t give  u s th e fig ures  on a ny th in g .”

The  N or th  Vie tnam es e re se n t su gg es tio ns  from  Moscow ab ou t th e  co nd uc t of 
th e  w ar an d they  re se nt  su gg es tio ns  from  Moscow ab ou t m ak in g peace. In  part , 
it  wou ld  seem,  th is  is  del ib era te  po lic y on H an oi’s part . In  o rd er to m ai nta in  
some  k in d of  re la tions  w ith it s tw o big  al li es  it  em ph as izes  it s inde pe nd en ce  of  
bo th . It  t ak es  no  a dv ice fr om  Moscow an d no ne  fr om  P ek ing.

In  th a t fa sh io n neit her side  ca n ac cu se  it  of fa vori ti sm . B ut if  th is  ac ts  to 
re du ce  th e  ef fecti ve ne ss  of  Pek in g’s arg um en ts  in fa vor of  p ro tr acte d  w ar , it  
eq ua lly redu ce s an y ad vice  th a t Moscow may  pr of fe r ab ou t th e adv is ab il ity  of 
cu tt in g  t he confl ict  sh or t.

The  co nt in ua tion of  th e w ar is  dif ficult  fo r th e N orth V ie tn am es e peo ple—th ey  
mak e no bones ab ou t th a t.  B ut  th ey  in si st  th a t on ba la nc e it is no t go ing  too 
badly. T hei r towns , vi lla ge s,  ci ties , ro ad s an d ra il ro ads ha ve  ta ke n a be at ing.  
The  da nger  to  th e  di ke s is  co ns id er ed  gre at . The  rice  cr op  is  down  be ca us e of  
ba d w eath er an d lack  o f m an po wer .

But  th e mo ve men t of  fo rces , m ate ri a ls  an d arm s to  th e so ut h goes on. An d in  
th e so ut h,  too , al th ou gh  ro sy  ex pe ct at io ns of  m aj or vi ct or ie s ag ain st  th e  A m er i­
ca ns  ha ve  no t been fu lfi lle d,  th e  F ro nt sa ys  th a t in 1966 it  ac tu a lly  ex tend ed  it s 
te rr it o ri a l sw ay  ov er  la rg er a re as th an  in 1965—a claim  th a t som e neu tr al 
ob se rv er s be lie ve  is  p re tt y  well  f ou nd ed .

The  A mer ican s ha ve  co nd uc ted some  ef fecti ve  “ sp oi ling ” o per at io ns in th e So uth 
bu t whe n they  a re  co mplete d th e co nt ro l of  th e  te rr it o ry  d ri ft s  ba ck  in to  th e 
han ds of  th e  Vietcong. N ot hi ng  has  ha pp en ed  th a t has  mad e e it her th e N or th  
or  th e So uth fee l co nt in ue d pe rs ec ut io n of  th e w ar im po ss ib le  or too costly.
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READ Y TO GO INTO  CAVES

And, as Hanoi says, if worst comes to worst and tlie people are bombed back 
into the caves—well, they will go into the caves and the jungles and carry on 
from there  until the Americans tire of it all.

Tha t is a grim prospect, but the North Vietnamese have faced up to it  and this 
correspondent found no one, Vietnamese, Communist or non-Communist, who 
doubted tha t they were prepared to go through with it if necessary.

Nonetheless, this correspondent left Hanoi with a private  impression tha t if 
the conference table ever was reached it would be possible for statesmen on both 
sides to hammer out a settlement tha t could well surprise  each side by its 
effectiveness.

One other impression: in spite of all the harsh language tha t each side has 
used agains t the other, in spite of the desperate lighting, the death and destruc­
tion and cruelty, if the war could be ended, the North Vietnamese and the Ameri­
cans could well end up excellent friends.

It would not, for one thing, require much actua l contact with Hanoi for Wash­
ington to come to a clear understanding  that , whatever else they may be, the 
North Vietnamese leaders are never going to be stooges for Peking, Moscow—or 
for th at matter , the United States.

They have—or think they have—fought all comers to a stand still for nearly 
2.000 years. That is one reason the thought of ending the present war ever 
comes as a shock and a surpris e to some youthful North Vietnamese.

“End the war ?” one said recently. “End the war ? What would we do with 
ourselves without the w ar?”



[From the Washington Post, Monday, Jan . 9, 1967]

T ex t of  t h e  Sta tem en t  M ade by  P rem ie r  P h a m  in  H ano i

H anoi, Nor th  Vie t n a m , Jan. 6.—Following is the tra nscri pt of Premie r Pham 
Van Dong’s st atm ent  made las t Monday to The New York Times. The tex t has 
been checked by the  F oreign Ministry for translation errors . The Premie r spoke 
in Vietnamese  and the  conversation was trans lat ed  into  English by interp reters . 
The tex t does not include the  informal discussion of the  Vietnamese situ ation 
th at  followed the  general stateme nt.

Fi rs t we will talk abo ut the  war and proceed from th at  to talk abou t a set tle ­
ment—do you agree?

Maybe about  the war you r viewpoint and mine might be d iffere nt—th at ’s why 
we mus t talk . Because  if we don’t have correct  underst and ing  of the  war,  
any question  relating to the w ar may not be understood.

The fundamenta l ques tion is the origin  of the war. The  main questions a re : 
Who sta rte d the war? Who was the cause of the war? Concerning this ques­
tion  our point of view is very  clear, and in thi s we have the  agreemen t of so 
many  people in the world. Have  you read the sta tem ent  of de Gaulle on the  
occasion of New Y ear’s? De Gaulle says this  war was caused by the Americans.  
He says the war  is an un jus t, despicable war  and he draws the conclusion that  
the Americans should withd raw .

What do you th ink?
If  you agree, lat er  on the  Government, sooner or later,  must  arr ive  at  that  

conclusion, and if not now they  must agree nex t year and if thi s party  does not 
agree  another  part y must agree.  If  American responsibe autho riti es don’t agree 
with  this,  then  they  may commit  more er rors .

Sometime they must a rri ve  at  this  conclusion—do you agree?
I think politics is the main thing. I thin k you are  right in expressing  doubts. 

It  is a very big problem rel ating to us and  to you. You and individuals like 
yourself m ust make a  contribut ion  to solving it.

tr ac in g t h e  cause s

Sooner or lat er  Amer ican ruling circles must real ize the  trut h—it  is becom­
ing cle arer  and c learer  and binds people to accept it.

I want to trac e with you the cause of the  war in South  Vietnam and over the 
win tie country.

You remember how the  United States intervened in South  Vietnam af ter the 
Geneva accords? How they undermined the  elections? How they helped the 
then Diem government to rule  over South Vietnam? How the situ ation in 
South  Vietnam became explosive in spite  of everything in the years 1958 to 
1960? Nineteen sixty-one was the yea r Johnson paid a visi t to Diem and  made 
some agreement with  Diem.

From 1962 on the  Amer icans put a mil itar y command into  South Vietnam.
They  sent in more advisers . Then it was the  T aylor plan, thinking that  they 

would be able to pacify Vietnam in 18 months. Of course that  plan failed. Then 
there was the assass ina tion of Diem and  Nhu. and the  lighting in Vietnam be­
came very explosive, both mi lita rily  and politically . It  was at  that  time that  
in South Vietnam heavy fighting took place, and that  was also the time of the 
burning of Bud dhis t monks an d prie sts.

Afte r the over throw  of the  Diem government, the  situ ation in South Vietnam 
became even more complicated . The Americans had at  th at  time begun to ad ­
mit tha t they faced a tunnel,  and a man like Kennedy had  to admit that  at  the 
end of the tunnel t her e was no light.

Th at was the  situa tion a t the  end of 1964. The mi litary  then  sta rte d a new 
phase. The American Government was confronted  with new escalation, which  
was  very serious. They saw that  it was very difficult fo r them to win the  wa r 
in South Vietnam and they thou ght  that  if, perhaps, they struck at  the  North, 
they might save the si tua tion in t he South.
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The  m il it a ry  are  ra th e r sh or t- si gh te d,  an d if  you will  par do n my  sa yi ng  so, 
ve ry  st up id , an d now th ey  ha ve  to  pay  fo r th e ir  st upid ity . The y had  th ou gh t 
th a t a f te r  some  mon th s we  wo uld  ha ve  to  kn ee l be fo re  them , and if  we  ha d to  
succ um b it  wo uld be ve ry  ea sy  fo r th em  to  so lve  th e qu es tio n in Sou th  Viet na m.

EV OLVIN G SI TU ATIO N

How  th e si tu ati on  in  N or th  V ie tn am  has deve lope d I w ill  te ll  yo u la te r on.
But  w ha t is  c le ar is th a t be tw ee n F ebru ary  an d Apr il in 1965, we di d not cap it u ­
la te . P re si den t Jo hn so n de lie ve re d on Apr il 7 h is  B al tim or e speech , an d he  ■
st a rt ed  se nd in g an  ex pe dit io nar y co rp s to  So uth Viet na m. Now th en , th e P en ta ­
gon gen er al s had  a ve ry  sh or t- si ght ed  ca lc ul at io n.  The  gen er al s th ought th a t,  
se nd in g an  arm y  of  150,000 to  200.000, th ey  wou ld  be m as te rs  in Sou th  Viet na m.
By th e  en d of  1965 they  ha d so m et hi ng  lik e 160.000 to 170,000 in Sou th  Viet na m
an d a ve ry  l ar ge a rs en al  o f a rm or , ta nks,  g un s, pl an es  and  n avy. »

B ut h ow  d id  th e s it uati on  e volve ?
At  th e st ar t, of  th e fi rs t dr y .sea son , th e  Am er ic an s th ought  th ey  wo uld be 

vi ctor io us . You  remem be r th e  fo ur po in ts  of Gen er al  W es tm or el an d?  B ut th e 
fir st d ry  season  pa ssed  an d th e a im s of  G en er al  W es tm or el an d w er e no t m a­
te ri al iz ed  an d th e ex ped it io na ry  co rp s of  th e  Uni ted S ta te s gr ew  co nt in uo us ly , 
an d al so  th e nu m be r of  m er ce nar y troop s fr om  sa te ll it e  co un tr ie s.  T his  is  not 
to  in cl ud e th e  So uth Vie tnam  pup pet  troo ps  nu m be ring  ha lf  a mill ion.  In  sp ite 
of  al l th a t,  th e  L ib er at io n Arm y sc or ed  vi ct or ie s a ft e r vi ctor ie s, and  it s st re ngth  
was  f u r th e r incr ea se d.

A ft er th e  dry  season  ca me th e ra in y  season . Bec au se  of  th e  defe at in  th e dr y 
season , th ey  co nt in ue d to  in cr ea se  th e  siz e of  th e  ex ped it io na ry  co rps in  th e 
ra in y  season . S ti ll  th e st re ng th  of  th e  L ib er at io n Ar my  al so  gr ew , an d th e 
L ib er at io n A rm y’s st re ngth  w as  sh ow n in  ve ry  he av y vi ct or ie s in  main- fo rce 
en ga ge m en ts  a nd  in  g uer ri ll a w ar .

Now we are  in  th e  sec ond dr y seas on . How  is th e  si tu at io n? I t  is  cl ea r th a t 
th e si tu ati on  is ve ry  ba d fo r th e  ex ped it io nar y  co rp s of  th e  U ni te d S ta te s.  Thi s 
is  no t c le ar to  every bo dy . P erh aps it  is  kn ow n to th e Am er ic an s in  Sa igo n an d 
W as hi ng to n.  As fo r us,  we  k no w it  ve ry  we ll. Th e si tu ati on  is  ve ry  ba d— worse  
th an  e ve r be fore . And they  a re  no w fa ci ng an  impa sse.

W ha t a re  th ey  bound to  d o?  In cre ase  th e ir  st re ng th  in  So uth Vie tnam ? How 
muc h?  W he re  wi ll they  fig ht?  And  how to win  vi ct or ie s?  The se  a re  prob lem s 
which  a re  un so lved  by  th e U ni te d S ta te s m il it ar y, an d if  ev er  yo u mee t G en er al  
W es tm or el an d an d put th e  qu es tion  to him , I do n’t th in k  he  wou ld be ab le  to 
an sw er  it .

PO IN TS IN TE RP RE TE D

You  a gr ee  t h a t he  m ig ht  o nce h av e th ought he  h ad  th e  a ns w er , bu t now he  does 
no t. Sh al l I re pea t to you  hi s fo u r po in t pr og ra m ? F ir s t to sm as h th e fo rce 
of th e  L ib er at io n Ar my —it s ba tt le  fo rc e ; sec ondly, pa ci fica tio n ; th ir d ly , con- »
so lida tion  of  th e  pu pp et  adm in is tr a ti on  an d a rm y ; fo urt h ly , cut th e  lin es  be ­
tw ee n N or th  a nd  So uth .

I t is no w cl ea r th a t th es e po in ts  ca nnot be ac hiev ed . B ut  A m er ic an s w ill  no t 
ad m it  th a t.  Th ey  eve n say th e fi rs t po in t could  be ac hiev ed —th a t th ey  wo uld  
be ab le  to  cru sh  th e ba tt le  co rps of  th e  L ib er at io n Army . Th ey  will  no t be ab le  r

to  do  th a t.  On th e cont ra ry , th e  st re ng th  of  th e L ib er ation Arm y is  grow ing 
st ro nger  a nd s tr onger —a nd  s tr onger t h an  t he Am er ic an s th in k.

On th e second  point , th e  A m er ic an s ha ve  been d ef ea te d.
On th e th ir d  po int, th ey  do no t like  to adm it  th e tr u th , but th ey  m us t ad m it  

co lla ps e of  th e  pu pp et  ar m y an d adm in is tr a ti on .
On th e fo urt h  p oint , th ey  a re  n ot  ab le  t o pu t it  in to  effect.
In  a word,  th e  wh ole  W es tm or el an d pla n has co lla ps ed . Mo reover,  th er e is no 

po ss ib il ity in  th e  fu tu re  fo r him to succeed. In  Sou th  Vie tnam  th e Amer ican s 
find them se lv es  in an  imp asse .

We sh ou ld  ta lk  a t leng th  ab out th es e po in ts . So man y th in k th a t th e m at er ia l 
su per io ri ty  of  th e Amer ican s w ill  fina lly  win  th e  w ar in So uth Viet na m. How ­
ev er.  it  is  ve ry  da ng er ou s to  th in k  th is  way . part ic u la rl y  fo r th e  Amer ican s to  
th in k th a t w ay —t h a t by new esc al at io ns th ey  will  be vi ctor io us  du e to  m at er ia l 
st re ng th . Th ey  in cr ea se  th e fi rs t tim e to  br in g vi ctor y.  Th en  a sec ond tim e.
The n a th ir d  st ep  a nd  even  a ft e r th e  th ir d  st ep  a fo u rt h  ste p. Is  it  ne ce ss ar y to 
th in k th a t a ft e r th e fif th st ep  th ey  w ill  be vi ct or io us ? I aff irm to  yo u th a t they  
wi ll no t la* able  to  win.
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I wou ld  lik e to  te ll  you ab ou t tli e n a tu re  of  t h e  w ar be ca use th is  is a  cr uc ia l 
po in t. I ta ke  th is  op po rtun ity to  ta lk  abou t th e qu es tion  wh ich  you ra is ed  fo r 
Gen er al  Gi ap . You wo uld  lik e to kn ow  how  we  co mpa re  Amer ican  an d Fre nc h 
ge ne ra ls . Am er ic an  a nd  Fre nc h troo ps . T he  p robl em  does lie  in th a t th e pro ble m 
invo lves  w hat  ki nd  of  w ar  it is fo r th e  Amer ican s.

We c an  s ay  i t  is  a n u n ju s t war , ca rr ie d  on f o r no reas on , a ki nd  o f w ar in wh ich  
th e  A m er ic an s ha ve  no ad va nt ag e.  Fro m  our po in t of  v iew  it  is  a  sa cr ed  w ar fo r 
inde pe nd en ce , free do m, life. I t st ands fo r ev er yt hi ng . Thi s w ar . fo r th is  
ge ne ra tion  and fo r fu tu re  ge ne ra tion s.

DET ER MIN ED  TO F IG H T

T hat is why  we  a re  de te rm in ed  to  figh t th is  w ar an d win th is  w ar . Our  vic ­
to ry  st em s fr om  th is  ve ry  re so lu te ne ss . T h a t is  th e  key to  a so lu tion  of  al l ou r 
prob lem s. I th in k  th a t th is  is  so m et hi ng  ve ry  dif fic ul t fo r yo u to  un der st an d. 
Not  on ly  fo r you— I sa y th is  to  l ot  of our fr ie nds in  Eur op e.  They  do no t und er ­
st an d.  The y a re  a fr a id  o f Amer ican  st re ng th . The y do not see ho w we  re si st  an  
ex pe di tion ar y co rps of  400.000 wel l-e qu ippe d w ith  we apons, an d th e ne ar by  
Se ve nth Flee t. And th ey  a re  con ce rn ed  th a t we  co uld  no t wi n th e w ar . R ut  now 
we a re  be ing vi ct or io us  an d we  a re  te ll in g them  th a t,  fin all y, we  will  win. Th ey  
ad m it  th a t tr u th , bu t th ey  do no t unders ta nd  it.

I ha ve  no  ho pe  of co nv incing  yo u, b u t I m ust  te ll  you be ca us e it  is ve ry  
im port an t.

Con ce rn ing th e ge ne ra ls  an d troo ps . I will  te ll you th a t in So uth Vie tnam  th er e 
a re  pu pp et  ge ner al s an d half  a mill ion troo ps  we ll eq uip ped. R ut w hat could  
th ey  do ? Th e L ib er at io n Arm y is  not  so num er ic al ly  st ro ng an d th e ir  wea po ns  
a re  n ot  so goo d, bu t th ey  a re  w inning . All  a re  Viet na mese,  bu t why  on th e oth er  
side  a re  th ey  so ba d an d on our  side  so ta le nte d , so su pr em ely ta le n te d—t al en te d 
w ithout pr ec ed en t?  I th in k in h is to ry  th ere  has  ne ve r bee n su ch  a pe op le’s w ar  
fo ug ht  w ith so mu ch  t al en t,  an d th e  A m er ic an s ha ve  to  a dm it  t ha t.

W hy ? Rec au se  we are  fig ht ing a ju s t w ar . T hat is cl ea r an d th a t is th e ex ­
pla nat io n  of  our vi ctory.  We ha ve  won be ca us e of  th at.  We a re  winning  be ­
ca us e of  th a t.  And if  ne ce ss ar y we  will  win  nex t year be ca us e of  th a t.  And if  
ne ce ss ar y th e  w ar may  la st  m an y years  an d we wi ll wi n be ca us e of  th at .

I w an t to  te ll  you so m ethi ng  which  is  ve ry  im por ta nt.  M il it ar y  men of  the 
U ni ted S ta te s foun d th a t ra is in g  th e ir  fo rc e to  400,000 tro op s w as  no t he lp ing 
to  so lve th e  prob lem . The y th in k w ith  ha lf  a mill ion th ey  ca n so lve  it. Som e 
even sp ea k six  hu nd re d th ou sa nd . Some  say th ey  ma y in cr ea se  even  more.

I ha ve  to ld  you th e cr uc ia l pr ob lem does no t lie  in nu mbe rs . I w an t to tel l 
you ano th er in qi or ta nt  po in t. The more Amer ican  tro op s a re  put in to  So uth 
V ie tnam , th e  more co mpl icated  prob lems th ey  cr ea te , so m ethi ng  which  even 
ca nn ot  l»e fo re seen . Pol it ic al ly  sp ea ki ng , th is  is so mething  ve ry  da ng er ou s fo r 
th e Amer ican  tro ops. If  up  to now th e pu pp et  ad m in is tr a ti on  is ab le  to deceive  
some  people,  in th e fu tu re  it  w ill  no t be ab le  to  dece ive  an yo ne .

The  Vie tnam es e peo ple  in So ut h Viet na m are  seeing  fo r th em se lv es  th a t th e 
Uni ted  S ta te s is fig ht ing a co loni al  w ar . th e  mo st b ru ta l in his to ry . Do you  
ag re e?  The  ex ped it io na ry  co rp s is enti re ly  up se tt in g th e eco nomy  of  So uth 
Viet na m. T her e is  in cr ea si ng  in flat io n.  Pe op le ca nn ot  live.

T H E  W AR’S EF FE CTS

And ano th er th in g.  Ther e is ba d effect  on socia l an d cu lt u ra l lif e.  You  ha ve  
hear d  it sa id  th a t Sa igon  is now a ve ry  hu ge  br ot he l. Eve n g ir ls  of  th e  up pe r 
cl as se s are  p ro st it u te s to  A m er ic an  officers.

Fro m  th es e th re e po in ts  we may  say th a t th e more Amer ican  troo ps  we  pu t in to  
Sou th  Viet na m, th e mor e ha tr ed  it  w ill  ca us e am on g th e V ie tnam  people .

And from  th is  th ere  a ri se s a ve ry  ne w si tu at io n  in Sa igon —a  mov em ent in th e 
ci ties , a st ru gg le  in th e ci ties . You ha ve  hea rd  of  th e do ck er s’ st rike . The  
mov em en t in th e  c it ie s w ill  gr ow  st ro nger  an d w id er . It  w ill  em br ac e al l s tr a ta  
of  th e  p op ul at io n of  th e la bori ng clas se s, th e  bo urge oisie , even th e  up pe r clas ses, 
in te ll ec tu al s,  re lig io us  sects . I t is a po li tica l de ve lopm en t th a t you wo uld  ne ve r 
th in k of. th a t is a ve ry , ve ry  im port an t po li tica l de ve lopm en t th a t wi ll evo lve  
ac co rd in g to  th e m il it ary  si tu a ti on  an d co lla ps e th e pu pp et  regime .

The se  a re  th in gs  which  sh ou ld  be ad m it te d by  th e Amer ican s. The re  may  be 
some  cl ea r-sigh te d Am er ic an s who  ad m it  them . W hat  w ill  you ob ta in  by in tro-
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ducing more and more troops? The puppets are collapsing. These are funda­
mental points in South Vietnam politics.

We will consider these points, you and I.
As far as the North is concerned, you have been visiting in the North the 

last few days. You have seen wha t it is. The most important thing is tha t 
the air war of the Americans is a defeat. World opinion admits it is a defeat, 
because i t has not been able to force us to capitulate. It  has had no influence 
on the situat ion in South Vietnam.

ACHIEVEMENT S CITED *

On the contrary the s ituation is bette r for the National Liberation Front and 
more and more dangerous for the Americans.

As far  as we are concerned, we have achieved a few more things. Firs t, our 
defense potential  is increasing very clearly. This is something very fortuna te. *
Our ant iair cra ft defense is on the increase and, generally speaking, our armed
forces are  growing stronger and steadily. We have passed the most difficult
stages. Now it is time for us to expand widely and rapidly. What counts
most is tha t we have very impor tant and courageous strength in our youth.
You may have heard of the very courageous potentials of our youth. In this
war we have seen very clearly the immense courage and potential of our  youth—
three million stand ready and proved their  capability in every respect.

Secondly, in the economic aspects. First,  the ravages caused by the air war— 
of course they exist. But there is a second aspect. We have sought in every 
way to develop economic potential in keeping with wartime conditions and so as 
to avoid the ravages caused by the  American bombers. We can draw some con­
clusions. We have built w hat we could and what we can defend in agriculture, 
in industry, in communications and in all other fields. On this basis we are 
in a position to expand our economic potential for the war and to prepare for 
a protrac ted war.

Now we come to the big question—the prospects of the war. How long will 
the war last?  In this connection we are preparing for a long war because a 
people’s w ar must be a long war. A war against an aggressor has to be a long 
war. Nobody knows how long it  is to be. It  las ts until there will be no aggres­
sors any longer. We are prepar ing for tha t kind of war. Every citizen thinks 
like that.

I do not think you have much time left here to  talk with our citizens. How 
long will the war last?—this is the kind of question which foreigners often put 
to us liecause they do not understand. That  kind of question surprises  us, and 
any Vietnamese. How can we decide how long the w ar will be and how can we 
decide when aggression will stop, when aggressors will stop sending troops to 
crush us?

That is why ire arc preparing for a long war. How many years? Ten, 20— 
what do you think, about 20? *

What I used to te ll our friends is tha t the younger generation will fight better 
than we—even kids so high. They are preparing themselves. Tha t is the situ­
ation. I am not telling that to impress anyone. It' s the t ruth. That  is a logical 
consequence of the situation. Our Vietnam nation is a very proud nation. Our 
history is one of a very proud nation. Mongol invaders came. They were de­
feated the first time, the second time and the third time. Now how many times 
does the Pentagon want to fight? So how many years the w ar goes on depends 
on you not on us.

Tha t is the first point.
AGGRESSION CHARGED

Now the  second point—the question about a settlement.
Of course, you are interes ted in a settlement, I fully understand I agree to 

talk  with you about this, but to have good talk we must star t with the origin 
of the war t hat we were just talking about.

For us a settlement is a very simple question. As far  as we are concerned, 
is a war of aggerssion, a colonial war, an unjust war.

So a settlement is to stop it.
This kind of logic is flawless and irrefutable. Do you agree?
We must live with this world. But we must have our point of view and fight 

for what is sound and sacred. Our struggle is a sacred struggle for our inde­
pendence and freedom, no more and no less, and any settlement must stem from
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th is  an d lead  to  th is  po in t. F o r us  th a t is so m et hi ng  th a t canno t be co mpro­
mised .

Now fo r th e  be st  so lu tion  is  th a t th e  Amer ican  st op th e ir  w a r of ag gr es sion . 
The  who le prob lem lies  i n th a t.  So long  a s th e A m er ic an s do  n o t th in k  th a t way , 
th ere  w ill  be no  so lu tion  to  th e w ar . The y will  co nt in ue  to  fi gh t aga in s t us and  
we  w ill  con tinu e to op pose  th em .

Is  th ere  an y way  to  m ak e th em  unders ta nd?  T h a t is your bu sine ss , an d peo­
ple lik e you m us t sh ould er  th e re sp on sibi li ty . Pe op le  so m et im es  sa y so m et hi ng  
which  is  no t ve ry  co rr ec t and  sp ea k ab ou t th e  ho no r of  Amer ica.  W he re  lies- 
th e ho no r of  th e  U ni ted S ta te s?  The  le git im at e ho no r of th e  U nite d S ta te s co n­
si st s in  no t fig ht ing an  u n ju s t w ar , an d if  th e  U nite d S ta te s ha ve  fo ught an  
un ju s t w ar , it  wou ld  be be tt e r fo r th em  no t to  sp ea k of  h onor  a ny long er . T her e 
is no o th er  w ar . Am I corr ect in  sa yi ng  th is ?  I th in k th a t I am . Ther e is  a  
pre ce den t in h is to ry —th e F re nch  in A lger ia . W hy  co uld not Amer ica do  th e  
sa m e?

QUESTION OF RESPECT

As fa r  as  we  are  co nc erne d,  we  m us t fig ht  th e  pa tr io ti c  w ar . W e do no t th in k  
of  hum il ia ting  th e U ni ted S ta te s.  Th e U ni ted S ta te s is a big  powe r. A mer ica 
re sp ec ts  it s own  ho no r. B u t we al so  re sp ec t ou r ho no r, an d th e mom en t th e  
U ni ted S ta te s ru le rs  put an  en d to  th e w ar . we  will  re sp ec t ea ch  o th er an d se tt le  
ev er y qu es tio n.  W hy  do n’t  yo u th in k th a t w ay ? We ha ve  our po in t of  view  
and we  ha ve  pu t fo rw ard  fo u r po in ts  which  co nst it u te  a ba si s fo r se tt le m en t 
of  th e  Vie tnam  qu es tio n.  T he se  shou ld  not  be co ns id er ed  “c on di tion s. ”

The y a re  m er ely tr u th s.  The mos t sim ple th in g  is  t o reco gn ize our so ve re ignty 
an d our inde pe nd en ce . I t  invo lv es  on ly reco gn iz ing poin ts  in  th e  Ge neva  agre e­
m en ts . The  ru ling  ci rc le s of  th e  Uni ted S ta te s do not lik e to  ac ce pt  our fo u r 
po in ts  an d part ic u la rl y  th e  th ir d  p o in t T ha t m ea ns  th a t th ey  a re  st il l cl in gi ng  
to  Sou th  Viet na m, th a t m ea ns  th ey  are  st il l in troduci ng them se lv es  in to  th e tu n ­
ne l. Now w ha t can you  do  about th a t?  We  m ust  come  to so lu tion  on th e ba sis  
of  th e fo ur po in ts . W hi ch ev er  way  you go ar ou nd , fina lly  you m us t come  to 
th e  fo u r po in ts .

Bes id es  th e fo ur po in ts  we ho ve  als o put  an ot he r po in t. T hat is to de m an d 
th a t the Un ite d S ta te s put . unc on di tion al ly  an d fo r  good , an end to bomb ing  an d 
al l ho st ile ac ti v it y  ag ai nst  th e Nor th . T hi s po in t has it s own logi c, an d th e 
re ac tion  an d su pport  of  th e  wor ld  te st if ie s to it s im po rtan ce . I t  is  cr yst al  c le a r 
th a t th ro ug ho ut th e w or ld  jieopl e de m an d it—Gen er al  de  Gau lle  an d even  U 
T han t.

W hat is th e re as on ? I t  is not  ne ce ss ar y to  el abora te  be ca us e I  th in k you a re  
of  th e  same op ini on . B u t th e ru ling ci rc le s and th e Pen ta go n do no t ag re e w it h  
th is . Of  co urse , it  is st il l ve ry  dif ficult  fo r them  to  ag re e.  As fa r as  we  a re  
co nc erne d,  ou r po si tio n is  ve ry  cle ar an d simple be ca us e th e  tr u th  is  a lw ay s 
sim ple. I t  is  comp osed  of our  fo ur -p oi nt st an d an d th e poin t I  ha ve  ju s t 
men tio ne d.  Con ce rn in g Sout h Vie tnam , we ha ve  th e th ir d  of  fo u r po in ts.

Now  he re  is  so m et hi ng  els e. Up to now  th er e ha s not been a bi t o f go od wil l 
fr om  th e Uni ted S ta te s Gov er nm en t sid e. In  such a co mpl icat ed  war , i f  th er e is  
a lack  o f go od wi ll,  not h in g can be se tt le d.  W e will  nev er  be decie ved. We kn ow  
th a t whi le  sp ea ki ng  of  pe ac e th e U ni ted S ta te s ru li ng  ci rc le s and th e  Pen ta gon 
a re  co nt in ui ng  th e ir  w ar . So we are  not  to be ch ea te d.  As  fa r  a s wor ld  op in io n 
is  co nc erne d, may be  a t  fi rs t it  was  de ce ived , bu t slo wly  it  c am e to  under st an d, a s  
ex pe rien ce  show ed , th a t ea ch  ti m e th e Am er ic an s w an t to esca late,  i t  is  a lw ays 
acco mpa nied  by a pe ac e mov e,  from  th e B al tim or e sp ee ch  to  th e pr es en t.

Of  co urse , I unders ta nd  th is  be tt e r th an  you be ca us e th ere  a re  m an y th in gs I 
ca nn ot  te ll you . T h a t do es  no t bring  an y good to  th e U ni ted Sta te s.  I f  yo u  
re al ly  w an t u se tt le m en t,  th e fi rs t th in g is to ha ve  go od will .

T hat is al l th a t I w an t to  te ll you ab out a se tt le m en t Now  I w an t to  ta lk  to  
yo u ab ou t Sou th  V ie tn am  an d th e reun if ic at io n prob lem. Con ce rn ing Sou th  V ie t­
na m, we  th in k th e  po li ti cal pr og ra m  of  th e  N. L.F.  is  a ve ry  soun d pro gra m —fo r 
ind ep en de nc e, de moc ra cy , p eace , n eu tr ali ty .

SUPPORT FOR NLP

We th in k th a t it  is  a ve ry  cl ea r- sigh te d an d in te ll ig en t pro gr am , fu ll y  co n­
fo rm in g to  th e  si tu a ti on  in  So ut h Vie tnam . I t  h as won th e w ar m  su pport  of  
th e  So uth V ie tnam  pe op le.  I t has  become  mor e and  mor e th e  ob je ct iv e of  th e  
So uth Viet na m p eo ple—th e w ho le people.
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T hat is th e  de m an d of th e si tu ati on . Since th e  N at io na l F ro n t is  th e  cl ea r­
sigh te d le ad er  of  th e st ru gg le  of  th e  peop le,  it  has  won w ar m  su pp or t, it  is now 
th e on ly ge nu in e re pre se nta tive of th e peop le of  So ut h Viet na m. I m us t say th e 
American  ru li ng  ci rc le s a re  ve ry  sh or t- si ght ed  in  no t ad m it ti ng  th e  si tu at io n. 
U7/o/a are th ey  figh ting  aga in st ? The N .L .F . The y do no t reco gn ise th e N .L .F . 
Tha t is im po ss ible.  W ith  who m  w il l th ey  se tt le ? Of  c ourse , th ey  m ust  rec ognis e 
th e F ro nt  an d ta lk  wi th  it. Sure ly  th e si tu a ti on  w il l ev olve  th at way .

If  th e A m er ic an  ru ling ci rc le s pers is t in no t reco gn iz ing th e tr u th , th ey  wi ll 
com e u p aga in s t b it te r su rp ri se s.

I m us t te ll  yo u ab ou t th e  re la ti onsh ip  of  th e F ro n t an d us. Vie tnam  is one  
co un try,  on e na tion . B ut  th er e a re  th e  Ge neva  ac co rd s.  The re  is  th e  pr es en t 
si tu at io n , and  in  So ut h Vietnam  th ere  is th e  N. L.F. , which  is th e  le ad er of  the 
st ru gg le . W e a re  f el low coun tr ym en ; we  love an d re sp ec t our fel low c om pa tr io ts  
in th e So ut h.  We re sp ec t th e ir  hard  and  co ur ag eo us  st ru gg le . We resjt ec t th ei r 
pr og ra m  o f th e N.L.F. The  pr ob lem of  th e  w ar in  So uth Vie tnam  is to  be 
se tt le d  w ith  t h e  N.L.F. in th e  pr ese n t a nd  in  t he  fu tu re .

T hat is  on e of  ou r mai n po lic ies and a ve ry  im port an t policy. So how wi ll 
re un if ic at io n oc cu r?

We ha ve  mad e publi c m an y tim es  our po si tio n.  So did th e N.L.F. We m us t 
be  reun ifi ed . Ther e is no fo rce in th e wor ld  which  can divi de  us.  Bec au se  we 
a re  a united  n at io n.  I mys el f a m fr om  the  S ou th .

IIow  will  re un if ic at ion ha pp en ? On th e ba si s of  inde pe nd en ce  an d demo cra cy . 
By  pe ac ef ul  means . Th e tw o p a rt s of  th e co un try will  ha ve  to  di sc us s to ge th er  
as  be tw ee n bro th er s w ha t is th e  be st  way . by wh ich  mea ns  and th ro ugh wh ich  
st ag es  re un if ic at io n ha s to  be carr ie d  ou t. Ther e a re  man y m is unde rs ta ndin gs.  
Pe op le  sa y we will  an ne x th e So uth.  We a re  n ot  do ing th is  stupi d, cr im in al  ac t. 
We de ep ly  re sp ec t th e feel ings  of ou r b ro th er s in So uth Viet na m. T hat is wh y 
we  a re  su pp or ting  each  o th er an d un it in g  our  st re ng th  in  th e fig ht  again st  the 
comm on  e nemy .

RE AC TION  TO BO MB IN G

You  kn ow  w hat a st ro ng re ac tion th ere  was  in  Sou th  Vie tnam  when Ha no i 
w as  bomb ed.  The  mot to  wa s, if  th e  A m er ic an s do an y da m ag e to  Han oi , ou r 
com pat ri ot s in  So uth Vie tnam  will  figh t 10 tim es  har der . T hat  is no t someth ing 
we  a re  boas ting  ab ou t. O ur  co m pat ri o ts  in th e So uth sa y th a t Han oi  is the 
h eart  of  th e  co un tr y an d th a t is  tr ue. T hat is why  we sa y we m ust  be 
reun ifi ed , b u t we  w ill se tt le  t h is  a m on g ou rselve s. We will  co ns id er  t h e  s itua tion , 
w ha t is  th e mo st co nv en ient  mea ns , an d th ere  is  no has te  in do ing it.  The re  ar e  
no t man y ne w th in gs  ab ou t re un if ic at io ns , so I do  no t w an t to  el ab or at e.

Now  th e la st  po in t I wo uld lik e to  mak e.  We a re  an  in de pe nd en t co un try.  
We ha ve  our in de pe nd en t an d so ve re ign policy. We  are  th e m as te rs  of  o ur  co un ­
tr y . ou r af fa ir s,  ou r policy, our  m aj or an d m in or  po lic ies . Thi s is  ve ry  cl ea r. If  
we  ha ve  no  ind ep en de nc e, we co uld not wag e su ch  a w ar as  we a re  now wa gin g. 
We a re  in de pe nd en t an d sove re ign in  al l our  fo re ig n policy. T hat is th e si tu at io n  
so fa r.  And  it  will  be th e same in  th e  fu tu re . I ha ve  to  te ll yo u th is  be cause 
in Amer ica th ere  has  been so mu ch  m is under st an din g on th is  po in t. The y ar e 
wr on g.  W e do  no t w an t th a t th ey  m is ca lc ul at e on  th is . Bec au se  if  th er e is 
m is ca lc ul at io n by  th e Uni ted S ta te s ru le rs , th e si tu ati on  is no t good.

Am ong your qu es tion s th er e is  an o th er qu es tio n.  Y’ou ask whe n we will  ac ce pt  
vol un te er s.  I an sw er ed  you th a t th is  de pe nd s on th e  si tu at io n . W e ha ve  ma de  
pre para ti ons.  Vol un teer s are  not  la ck in g— vol unt ee rs  fo r th e  ar m ed  fo rc es  an d 
ci vi lian s.  I f  we  ne ed  them , m an y wi ll com e. Thi s is an  im port an t po in t on 
which  we re ly . Thi s po in t al so  sh ow s th e inde pe nd en ce  of  ou r policy.

I th in k  th a t I ha ve  ex pl ai ne d in  th e  m ai n al l th e  po in ts . Now le t us  ta lk . 
On w hat do  yo u di sa gr ee  an d ha ve  yo u an y su gg es tio ns ? I sa id  a t th e  b eg inning  
th a t T wou ld  sp ea k fr ank ly  be ca us e I am  ta lk in g  w ith  a good-w ille d Ameri can.  
T hat is  the  b as is  o f th is  t al k.

F our  P oin ts L is t  H anoi Cond it io ns

H er e a re  th e  “four po in ts ” pr oc la im ed  by  N or th  V ie tnam es e P re m ie r Ph am  
Van Do ng  on A pr il 8, 1965. as  th e bas is  fo r i»eace in Vie tnam  an d re it e ra te d  la st  
w eek :

• W it hdra w al of  a ll  U.S.  m il it a ry  pe rson ne l, eq uipm en t an d bas es  fro m So uth  
Viet na m.
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• Pending reunificat ion of the country, Nor th and South Vietnam must re­
frain from ente ring  into  any  foreign milita ry alliances  and  the re must be no 
foreign troops, equipm ent or bases  on the  te rri tory  of ei the r one.

• The internal affairs of South  Vietnam must be set tled  in acordance wi th 
the program of the  N ational Liberat ion Fro nt, the poli tical  arm  of the  Vietcong.

• The peaceful reun ifica tion of the country  mus t be worked out  by the people 
of both North and South  w ithout foreign in terfe rence.
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