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EISNER, WALSH, ROBERTSON, 
AND ERDOS NOMINATIONS 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 9, 2025 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC. 
The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m. in Room 

SD–366, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Mike Lee, Chairman 
of the Committee, presiding. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. MIKE LEE, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM UTAH 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee will come to order. Good morning 
and welcome to all of you. 

Before beginning my opening statement, I want to let my col-
leagues know how we will proceed today with this hearing. I also 
want to thank Senator Heinrich and his staff for working with us 
on the schedule for today’s activities and to thank all Senators in 
advance for their participation. Today, we will be holding our 
eighth hearing on nominations to serve in this administration in 
posts under this Committee’s jurisdiction, and we will hear testi-
mony from four nominees for important positions in the govern-
ment. 

I thank President Trump for sending us these nominees. They 
are: at the Department of Energy, David Eisner, to be the Assist-
ant Secretary of Energy for International Affairs; Timothy Walsh, 
to be the Assistant Secretary of Energy for Environmental Manage-
ment; Audrey Robertson, to be the Assistant Secretary of Energy 
for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy—I think the name of 
the game at the Department of Energy is use the word energy as 
many times in these titles they possibly can—and then, at the De-
partment of the Interior, we have Lanny Erdos, to be the Director 
of the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement. 

We will now meet these highly qualified nominees and allow 
them each to give an opening statement and to introduce their fam-
ily and friends. I will go over a brief introduction of each of them 
first. 

Our first witness today will be David Eisner, to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Energy for International Affairs. At the Department of 
Energy, the Office of International Affairs, or IA, is the primary co-
ordinator for international implementation of the Department’s 
programs, including bilateral meetings with foreign energy leaders 
and programs. IA works to advance America’s economic and energy 
goals and also to counter malign influences that could threaten our 
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nation’s energy supply. The Office leads dozens of bilateral and re-
gional fora, advocates for American energy priorities, and is the 
lead office for DOE’s responsibilities as a member of the Committee 
on Foreign Investment in the United States, or CFIUS. 

Mr. Eisner is an excellent choice to handle these duties. He cur-
rently serves as Counselor to the Secretary of the Treasury, and in 
the first Trump administration was the Assistant Secretary for 
Management at the U.S. Department of the Treasury, as well as 
serving as the Acting Treasurer of the United States. During his 
prior service at Treasury, Assistant Secretary Eisner helped de-
velop the Department’s $13 billion budget, as well as engage in 
strategic planning, risk management, and led the implementation 
of various Treasury programs. He also provided the internal over-
sight of all Treasury bureaus, including the IRS. 

In the private sector, Mr. Eisner has worked as an operating 
partner at Edison Parker in New York, Chairman of K1x, Inc., and 
as Chairman of the Board at Finality LTD. He holds a bachelor of 
science in accounting and government from American University 
and earned his juris doctorate from Boston University School of 
Law. 

Next, we will hear from Timothy Walsh, to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Energy for Environmental Management. Our colleague, 
Senator David McCormick, will introduce Mr. Walsh because they 
served in uniform together, but before he does so, I will remark 
briefly on this position and on Mr. Walsh’s impressive career. 

The Office of Environmental Management supports the Depart-
ment of Energy to meet the challenges of the nation’s Manhattan 
Project and Cold War legacy responsibilities. Established in 1989, 
it is responsible for the cleanup of radioactive waste, spent nuclear 
fuel and materials, and disposing of transuranic and low-level 
waste and contaminated soil and water, and decommissioning ex-
cess facilities. This office oversees an annual budget of more than 
$8 billion, over 90 percent of which is contracted to industry. Mr. 
Walsh is the CEO of Confluence Companies. He graduated from 
the United States Military Academy. At Ranger School, he served 
as an Army officer with the 237th Engineer Battalion in Heilbronn, 
Germany and commanded a company in an engineer battalion of 
the 82nd Airborne Division, deploying in support of Operations 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm, where he earned the Bronze Star 
for heroism. 

After his military service, Mr. Walsh earned an M.S. in civil en-
gineering and construction and management from Stanford Univer-
sity. He then joined Rudolph and Sletten as a project manager in 
California and served as VP at Mortenson, overseeing projects ex-
ceeding $3.5 billion. 

Third, we will hear testimony from Audrey Robertson, to be As-
sistant Secretary of Energy for Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy. The Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
(EERE) encompasses 11 technology offices in the Department, fo-
cusing on issues including solar, wind, hydrogen, and geothermal. 
EERE’s research agenda is centered on emerging geothermal and 
hydropower technologies, biofuels, and critical minerals. Securing 
domestic supply chains for critical minerals and components of en-
ergy technologies, strengthening America’s industrial sector, and 
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ensuring the reliability, security, and modernization of the elec-
tricity grid are all priorities of this office under the Trump adminis-
tration. 

Ms. Robertson has been an active business entrepreneur in the 
oil and gas field since 2018, including serving as CFO and Execu-
tive VP of Franklin Mountain Energy, LLC, co-founder of an en-
ergy-focused private equity firm in Denver, and is managing part-
ner of Copper Trail Partners, LLC. Since 2021, Ms. Robertson has 
served on the Board of Directors of Liberty Energy, Inc., and has 
been Vice Chair of the New Mexico Oil and Gas Association since 
2022. She also worked as an investment banking analyst at Gold-
man Sachs and as a director and partner-member at Kayne Ander-
son Capital Advisors. Ms. Robertson holds a bachelor of science, 
magna cum laude, from Cornell University and a master’s degree 
in accounting from the University of Southern California. In addi-
tion to her academic achievements, Ms. Robertson was a member 
of Cornell’s women’s varsity polo team and was named one of the 
Denver Business Journal’s Outstanding Women in Business in 
2014. She is an award-winning children’s author and the proud 
mother of two sons. 

Fourth and finally, we will hear from the honorable Lanny 
Erdos, to be the Director of the Office of Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement. The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement regulates active coal mining as required by the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act, or SMCRA, that en-
sures mines are restored to beneficial use after mining activity con-
cludes and mitigates the effects of past mining through abandoned 
coal mine reclamation. The Office authorizes states and tribes to 
administer their own coal permitting and regulation activities 
under SMCRA, subject to oversight. The Office also helps these 
states and tribes by providing operational funding, training, tech-
nical assistance, and support. The President’s OSM budget request 
of $262 million for Fiscal Year 2026 supports the President’s goals 
to revitalize the domestic coal industry as part of the economy’s en-
ergy sector. 

Mr. Erdos is returning to the position of Director after having 
served as Principal Deputy Director at the Office of Surface Mining 
Reclamation and Enforcement beginning in 2019. Following his 
service, Mr. Erdos worked in reclamation and environmental com-
pliance management at Eagle Forge Services, LLC, and is currently 
President of Cardinal Reclamation Company, LLC, Vice President 
at Eagle Summit Resources, and Vice President of Iron Eagle Land 
Rehabilitation. Mr. Erdos has considerable public policy and indus-
try experience, having served in various capacities at the State of 
Ohio’s Department of Natural Resources for 31 years, including 
nine years as Chief. His range of responsibilities included the man-
agement and regulation of Ohio’s coal and aggregate resources, as 
well as management of Ohio’s abandoned mine land and mine safe-
ty programs. Mr. Erdos worked extensively with agencies and de-
partments, including the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, as well as the Of-
fice of Surface Mining. Mr. Erdos began his career as the foreman 
at Horizon Coal Company in Strasburg, Ohio and operator at Y&O 
Coal Company in Hopedale, Ohio. Mr. Erdos is a native of West 
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Virginia and received bipartisan support from the Senate for this 
position, to which he was confirmed by a voice vote in 2020. 

Energy underpins everything we do—our jobs, our security, and 
our livelihoods. Today, we are going to evaluate nominees tasked 
with strengthening every link in America’s energy chain. They are 
being considered for positions that affect whether we can mine our 
own resources, whether we can reclaim what has been left behind, 
develop next-generation energy, and do all of this while defending 
our interests abroad. Each of these offices controls vast sums of 
taxpayer resources, each touches a critical role in America’s energy 
strategy, and each has, under the Biden administration, drifted 
from its core mission. 

The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement ex-
ists to enforce the law, not slow-walk permits or bog down states 
in endless red tape. The Office of Environmental Management was 
created to clean up Cold War era nuclear waste, not to fund open- 
ended contracts with no accountability. The Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy has lost its way, chasing pet projects 
and overreaching appliance mandates instead of focusing on early- 
stage R&D for dispatchable clean sources like geothermal and 
hydro. And the Office of International Affairs, it has to understand 
the stakes. Energy can be used as a weapon in the hands of our 
adversaries. We need people who know how to use American re-
sources to strengthen our position, not apologize for it. We need 
nominees who are ready to streamline permitting, cut waste, rein 
in overreach, and advance an energy strategy that actually works 
for the American people. 

So, today, we look forward to hearing from our nominees. Will 
abandoned mines be restored, or tied up in bureaucracy while 
states wait for Washington to act? Will nuclear waste be secured 
and repurposed, or left to sit while federal contractors bill over-
time? Will EERE be a research hub, or a political slush fund? And 
will our international engagement make us stronger, or leave us 
more dependent? That’s the bar. That’s the mission. And we expect 
results. 

I will now turn to Ranking Member Heinrich for his opening 
statement. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. MARTIN HEINRICH, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW MEXICO 

Senator HEINRICH. Thank you, Chairman Lee, and welcome, Mr. 
Erdos, Ms. Robertson, Mr. Walsh, Mr. Eisner. 

The Committee meets this morning to consider nominations to 
four very different offices. They range from expertise in coal mining 
to energy efficiency and renewable energy, from cleaning up nu-
clear weapon sites, to international affairs. Two things that the 
four jobs have in common, however, are their importance and the 
responsibility the officeholders will have to do well by the American 
people. Our task this morning, as in every confirmation hearing, is 
to determine how the nominees we are asked to entrust with these 
important offices plan to use them to do well by the American peo-
ple. 

Mr. Erdos has the advantage of having been nominated and con-
firmed to the position five years ago. And while much may have 
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changed in the past five years, the need for the Office of Surface 
Mining to protect communities and the environment during min-
ing, to restore the land after mining, and to reclaim abandoned 
mine lands, remains as great as ever. Indeed, the need may be 
even greater, as this administration seeks to increase coal produc-
tion. We need your assurance, Mr. Erdos, that you remain com-
mitted to enforcing our surface mining laws and regulations and to 
restoring and reclaiming abandoned mine lands. Similarly, we seek 
assurances from you, Mr. Walsh, that you will work diligently to 
clean up the environmental legacy of the Manhattan Project and 
Cold War weapon sites. Secretary Wright testified last month that 
the Department remains committed to the cleanup program, and 
we want to hear that commitment from you as well. 

I harbor greater concerns for your offices, Ms. Robertson and Mr. 
Eisner. One of President Trump’s first acts after being sworn in for 
his second term was to abandon our efforts to transition to a clean 
energy economy. The Department has announced plans to cut doz-
ens of energy efficiency rules that save consumers hundreds of dol-
lars on their utility bills annually. It has proposed a 74 percent re-
duction in next year’s budget for energy efficiency and renewable 
energy programs. These cuts, combined with the rollback of the 
clean energy tax credits in the reconciliation bill that Republicans 
supported, will undoubtedly drive up energy prices. The reconcili-
ation bill alone is estimated to increase annual energy costs more 
than $16 billion in 2030 and more than $33 billion by 2035, and 
American families will bear those increased costs. 

I need to ask you, Ms. Robertson, whether you intend to continue 
the Department’s longstanding efforts to improve energy efficiency 
and develop renewable energy sources, or whether you plan to 
abandon those programs. I am similarly concerned by the 40 per-
cent reduction in the Department’s budget request for Inter-
national Affairs, and this administration’s apparent disdain for our 
allies and global alliances. The work of DOE’s International Affairs 
Office is critical to maintaining U.S. competitiveness and securing 
economic alliances with our allies, and I will seek your assurance, 
Mr. Eisner, that the Department will remain committed to working 
with our allies on international energy issues. 

I look forward to hearing from our nominees on these and other 
issues this morning, and I appreciate their willingness to take on 
these important and challenging responsibilities. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator McCormick. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. DAVID MCCORMICK, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM PENNSYLVANIA 

Senator MCCORMICK. Great. Thank you, Chairman Lee and 
Ranking Member Heinrich. Colleagues, thanks for giving me the 
opportunity to introduce my friend and fellow West Point graduate, 
Tim Walsh, for his nomination to be Assistant Secretary of Energy 
for Environmental Management, and congratulations to all four 
nominees and thank you for your willingness to serve. This is a 
great opportunity to really focus on a critical part of America’s fu-
ture. 
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Tim, welcome to the Committee. I am so thrilled to see you and 
Lisa and Alex and Natalie, and Lisa, who I have known for more 
than 30 years. And I first met Tim at Fort Bragg as a young lieu-
tenant in the 82nd Airborne. In 1990, when the 82nd Airborne Di-
vision deployed to Saudi Arabia as part of Operation Desert Shield, 
Tim was the Commander of C Company, 307th Engineering Bat-
talion. I was his executive officer. Tim’s Army career followed in 
the footsteps of his father, a decorated soldier who fought in World 
War II, Korea, and Vietnam, and took his family around the world. 
That legacy prepared Tim well for what we would soon face in the 
Middle East. In February 1991, our unit rolled across the Iraqi 
desert in the opening hours of Desert Storm, helping to clear mines 
and destroy enemy munitions. And under the pressure of combat, 
Tim led our company with professionalism and courage, dedication 
to the mission, and was awarded the Bronze Star. 

Earlier in his career, Tim helped manage base projects in Turkey 
and other NATO countries and later earned a master’s degree in 
civil engineering and construction management from Stanford. 
After retiring from the Army as a Captain, Tim applied what he 
learned in the military to begin a successful career in the private 
sector, eventually founding Confluence, a major real estate devel-
oper based in Golden, Colorado. If confirmed, Tim would lead the 
Office of Environmental Management, which works to clean up 
some of the world’s most dangerous radioactive sites. Given Tim’s 
experience as an Army engineer and managing large projects in the 
private sector, I am confident he will bring effective leadership to 
this important office. 

I hope my colleagues will join me today in supporting this com-
bat veteran, this patriot, this successful businessman, and truly, 
one of the finest people I know. Congratulations, Tim, and I wish 
you all the best. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator McCormick. 
The rules of the Committee require that all nominees be sworn 

in connection with the testimony they will provide, so if you would, 
each of you please rise and raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to pro-
vide to the Committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and noth-
ing but the truth, so help you God? 

[Witnesses sworn.] 
The CHAIRMAN. Let the record reflect that all the witnesses an-

swered in the affirmative. 
Now, before I have you begin your opening statements, I will also 

ask each of the witnesses three questions that are posed to all 
nominees appearing before the Committee. 

First, will you be available to appear before the Committee and 
other congressional committees to represent departmental positions 
and respond to issues of concern to Congress? 

[Witnesses respond, ‘‘yes.’’] 
The CHAIRMAN. Second, are you aware of any personal holdings, 

investments, or interests that could constitute a conflict of interest 
or create the appearance of such conflict, should you be confirmed 
and assume the office to which you have been nominated by the 
President? 
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[Witnesses respond, ‘‘no.’’] 
The CHAIRMAN. And third, are you involved in, or do you have 

any assets in a blind trust? 
[Witnesses respond, ‘‘no.’’] 
The CHAIRMAN. Let the record reflect that all the witnesses an-

swered in the affirmative to the first question and in the negative 
to the two next questions. 

All right, we will now hear from each of you. Mr. Eisner, we will 
start with you and then we will move to your left from there to Mr. 
Walsh, Ms. Robertson, and Mr. Erdos. Feel free to introduce any 
friends or family members, as you may choose, who may be here 
today. 

Thank you very much. 

STATEMENT OF DAVID EISNER, NOMINATED TO BE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF ENERGY FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, DE-
PARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Mr. EISNER. Thank you, Chairman Lee, Ranking Member Hein-
rich, and distinguished members of the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee. 

I am honored to appear before you as President Trump’s nominee 
to be the next Assistant Secretary of International Affairs at the 
U.S. Department of Energy. I am grateful to President Trump for 
the honor and chance to serve my beloved country again. I am 
thankful to have the support of many loved ones today, both from 
near and far. Here today is my beautiful fiancée Rachael, my 
brother Ken, as well as friends and former colleagues from Treas-
ury and my former business ventures. I am also grateful to be 
joined by three of my spiritual guides, Rabbi Mordechai 
Kamenetzky from Long Island, New York, Rabbi Shaul Robinson 
from New York City, and Rabbi Levi Shemtov from here in the Dis-
trict. Also, watching online is my 93-year-old mom, who is taking 
time out of her daily schedule of board games and activities at her 
home to proudly watch her beloved son appear before the U.S. Sen-
ate as a presidential nominee. 

I was born and raised just outside of Pittsburgh, in a middle- 
class suburb with my younger brother, Ken, by my father, who was 
a bookkeeper, and my mother, who was a schoolteacher. From an 
early age, I developed a deep appreciation for public service and a 
strong passion for giving back. That came directly from my par-
ents, who were both active in the Pittsburgh Jewish community 
and always taught us the importance of serving others. As a teen-
ager, I was active in my synagogue’s youth service organization, 
and in 1975 and 1976, I had the honor to work for Senator Henry 
‘‘Scoop’’ Jackson, a towering figure in the U.S. Senate for three dec-
ades. Senator Jackson inspired my passion for public service, and 
I went off to law school believing I would return to Washington, 
D.C., for a career in public policy. 

But, as life often does, mine took a different path. After law 
school, I was blessed with five separate careers, as a corporate at-
torney, investment banker, senior executive of a global investment 
bank, entrepreneur and startup CEO, and investor. In 2000, I co- 
founded TheMarkets.com, a financial data company backed by nine 
global financial institutions. One board member of that company 
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was someone who’s name you might recognize—Steven Mnuchin. 
Seventeen years later, then U.S. Treasury Secretary Mnuchin con-
tacted me and asked if I had any interest in public service. I enthu-
siastically said yes. Among the many roles I played as the Assist-
ant Secretary for Management at the Treasury Department, in ad-
dition to those roles, from March 2020 until January 2021, I had 
the privilege of working alongside a small, dedicated team in the 
office every day to design and execute the largest economic rescue 
plan in American history. That experience, during a time of pro-
found national challenge, was both humbling and meaningful. I 
was honored to receive the Hamilton Medal, Treasury’s highest 
award, from Secretary Mnuchin in recognition of my work at 
Treasury. 

I feel blessed to have had a successful career of more than thirty- 
five years in business. However, I can say without hesitation that 
working and serving the American people at the U.S. Treasury De-
partment was the best job I ever had. Having previously served in 
government, I know the sense of purpose that public service brings. 
So when I was asked to return, this time to the Department of En-
ergy, I accepted without hesitation, and would be honored to serve 
again, if confirmed. Even while working in the private sector, I 
never lost my drive to make a positive impact on my community 
and the betterment of others. I have dedicated significant amounts 
of my time to philanthropy, serving on the boards of various orga-
nizations, from my university alma mater, to prostate cancer re-
search, to pro-Israel advocacy, to Jewish education. Through busi-
ness and philanthropic work, I have been fortunate to travel to doz-
ens of countries and sit across the table from heads of state, min-
isters, diplomats, and business leaders. Those experiences have 
given me a deep appreciation for the power of American energy and 
the men and women who produce it to shape our future at home 
and to build peace and prosperity abroad. I wholeheartedly em-
brace this administration’s energy dominance agenda. If confirmed, 
I look forward to sharing this vision around the world. I believe our 
abundant energy resources are not only an engine of economic 
growth, but a strategic tool in American diplomacy. 

Thank you very much for your time today. I look forward to your 
questions. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Eisner follows:] 
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Mr. Eisner. 
Mr. Walsh. 

STATEMENT OF TIMOTHY WALSH, NOMINATED TO BE ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF ENERGY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL MAN-
AGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Mr. WALSH. Thank you. Chairman Lee, Ranking Member Hein-
rich, and distinguished members of the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee, I am honored to appear before you as Presi-
dent Trump’s nominee to be the next Assistant Secretary of Envi-
ronmental Management at the U.S. Department of Energy. I am 
grateful to President Trump for this nomination, and I seek to earn 
your trust and support today as well. This role holds significant re-
sponsibilities, and I will bring my extensive leadership and man-
agement expertise to the world’s largest environmental cleanup 
program. 

Before I begin, I would like to thank the most important person 
in my life, Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior, for the many bless-
ings he has bestowed upon me. My amazing wife, Lisa, and two 
awesome children, Alex and Natalie, are here today. When Lisa 
and I married 35 years ago, I was stationed at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, where I was a company commander in the 82nd Airborne 
Division. Shortly after being married, with 18-hours’ notice, my 
unit was combat-deployed for Operation Desert Shield. As Senator 
McCormick mentioned, back then he was First Lieutenant McCor-
mick. He was my XO. But little did I know that I would spend 
most of my first year of my marriage with Dave instead of my wife. 
I used to call him my roommate, tentmate, but anyways, and I am 
sure Lisa had no idea that as the CO’s wife, her first year of mar-
riage, as a 27-year-old, would be spent taking care of my soldiers’ 
spouses and family members. Sacrifices are made, but love en-
dures. 

If confirmed, it will be an honor for me to serve the people of this 
great nation as the leader of Environmental Management at the 
U.S. Department of Energy. My love for the United States and pas-
sion to serve stems from growing up overseas and realizing the 
exceptionalism of America. My dad was a decorated Army soldier 
who fought in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. In the mid- 
1950s, he met my mom, who had escaped from Soviet East Ger-
many. I am the youngest of five kids, and grew accustomed to the 
adventure of moving every couple of years, mostly in Europe and 
the Middle East. I have always had an intellectual curiosity of 
science and building. This drew me to West Point, where I studied 
civil and mechanical engineering. After graduation and Ranger 
School, I led combat engineers in Germany and built construction 
projects in Turkey during the Reagan Cold War buildup. 

After the Army, with a master’s degree from Stanford University, 
I began a career in the construction industry, building complex, ad-
vanced technology facilities for the semiconductor industry—aka 
chip plants—and other industries. Realizing there is a better way 
to deliver construction projects more efficiently, faster, and cheap-
er, I created Confluence Builders as a vertically integrated real es-
tate development company. I am proud of my company’s many ac-
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complishments to build over $2.5 billion of landmark real estate de-
velopments. 

I recognize the significance of Environmental Management’s mis-
sion, and the responsibility of addressing the legacies of the Man-
hattan Project and Cold War nuclear weapons development is enor-
mous. Living only 16 miles south of the Rocky Flats in Golden, Col-
orado, I understand the impact these sites have on a community. 
Safe, efficient, and effective cleanup is critical. Rocky Flats, how-
ever, demonstrates what the Environmental Management program 
can achieve to safely and successfully accomplish its cleanup mis-
sion. The Manhattan Project’s rapid development helped end World 
War II, and subsequent nuclear research contributed to preventing 
further use of nuclear weapons. It is now our duty to address leg-
acy waste and ensure a safe, secure, and clean environment for all 
Americans. I appreciate the program is also focused on new mis-
sions, including President Trump’s and Secretary Wright’s goal of 
creating space for the Golden Era of American Energy. 

My strengths are being a strong leader, building cohesive teams, 
and achieving complex goals. If confirmed, I would bring to Envi-
ronmental Management strategic focus, planning for the entire en-
vironmental mission to ensure the most pressing risks receive max-
imum attention, and decisive decision-making and disciplined 
project management to ensure accountability and results are 
achieved. Finally, I will bring my collaborative spirit and approach 
to work with all stakeholders, including Congress, local commu-
nities, and the tribal nations. I am honored for this opportunity, 
and if confirmed, I would be grateful for the opportunity to lead the 
Environmental Management team to drive down environmental 
risks and enable U.S. jobs, U.S. security, and U.S. energy. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Walsh follows:] 
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Mr. Walsh. 
Ms. Robertson. 

STATEMENT OF AUDREY ROBERTSON, NOMINATED TO BE AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF ENERGY FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
AND RENEWABLE ENERGY, DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Chairman Lee, Ranking Member Heinrich, and 
distinguished members of the Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee, I am honored to appear before you as President 
Trump’s nominee to be the next Assistant Secretary of Energy for 
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. First, I would like to 
thank President Trump for his steadfast leadership during this piv-
otal time in America and for the trust and confidence placed in me 
with his nomination. This office plays a critical role in the Depart-
ment of Energy and the tools we will develop as a nation to meet 
today and tomorrow’s energy demands. President Trump’s nomina-
tion deeply humbles me, and if I have the honor of being confirmed, 
serving our country and leading this office will be the greatest 
honor of my life. 

I first want to thank my parents, Dr. Scott and Dr. Karen Rob-
ertson, and my brother, Andrew Robertson, for being here today 
and always believing in me. I also want to thank my incredible 
fiancé, retired Green Beret and Silver Star recipient, Nathan 
Buelow, as well as some of my closest friends and partners who are 
here from all over the country. And lastly, I want to thank my 
sons, William and Wyatt. Only William can be here today. Wyatt 
is backpacking through the Great Rocky Mountains and has no 
idea this hearing is taking place. He will have to watch it later. 

I have lived a life that is only possible in the United States of 
America. I grew up in Arizona. I went on to earn a bachelor of 
science in applied economics from Cornell University, followed by 
a master’s degree in accounting from the University of Southern 
California. My early career in the corporate world was foundational 
to my knowledge of energy systems, energy infrastructure, and the 
complex role of companies, markets, banks and governments in the 
production and distribution of energy. Over time, I developed my 
own ideas about energy and how it could be produced more effi-
ciently and with less risk. About 10 years ago, I left the comfort 
of my corporate job for an unpredictable life as an entrepreneur. 
Several businesses and partnerships followed. One such business I 
started in 2018 when I co-founded an oil and gas company. As a 
single mom raising two young boys in suburban Denver, I was not 
a stereotypical oil and gas entrepreneur. However, successfully pro-
ducing energy has nothing to do with stereotypes. Energy is about 
numbers and science, two areas where I am very comfortable. To 
me, the numbers added up and the science was sound. This was 
a risk worth taking, and I risked everything. We grew this business 
from non-producing leases in beautiful Southeast New Mexico into 
one of the largest private oil companies in America. I am proud of 
the safe and reliable energy we produced and the hundreds of great 
Americans who worked hard alongside us as we developed not only 
oil and gas resources in New Mexico, but we built roads, pipelines, 
and even a microgrid. 
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This was not my only entrepreneurial energy endeavor. In my 
home State of Colorado, I partnered with a vertically integrated op-
erator of utility-scale solar to transform an agricultural property 
outside of Fort Collins into the largest utility-scale solar facility in 
the state. This 250-megawatt project will provide power to tens of 
thousands of homes in northern Colorado. As an investor and board 
member, I have dedicated time and resources to numerous next- 
generation energy technologies, including small modular nuclear, 
next-generation geothermal, and advanced sodium-ion batteries. 
Advancing technologies like these will be critical to meeting our na-
tion’s growing power demands. President Trump has made it clear 
that we must—and I believe we will—unleash American energy to 
protect our nation and its future. But energy is a complex subject, 
and I believe it is not only inaccurate, but incredibly disingenuous 
to apply labels like ‘‘Clean Energy’’ and ‘‘Dirty Energy.’’ There is 
only energy, and every source and form of energy has trade-offs. I 
support all forms of reliable, affordable, and secure energy. 

If I am so fortunate to be confirmed, I will provide steady leader-
ship to this office and make science-based, common-sense decisions 
that will benefit all Americans. If confirmed, it will be a privilege 
to work closely with our national labs, especially the National Re-
newable Energy Lab in my home State of Colorado. I am a new-
comer to Washington and a novice to politics. If confirmed, I also 
ask for a close partnership with this Committee as we work to-
wards an energy-abundant America. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to 
your questions. 

[The prepared statement of Ms. Robertson follows:] 
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The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Erdos. 

STATEMENT OF HON. LANNY ERDOS, NOMINATED TO BE THE 
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMA-
TION AND ENFORCEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Mr. ERDOS. Chairman Lee, Ranking Member Heinrich, and mem-
bers of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to appear be-
fore you today as President Trump’s nominee for the position of Di-
rector of the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforce-
ment, or OSM. I would like to thank President Trump and Sec-
retary Burgum for their confidence in me. I am excited to be here 
today to share with you my vision for OSM. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to provide insight into my background, give you an idea 
about where I come from, and provide a snapshot into my profes-
sional career in the public and private sectors. 

If confirmed, my nearly 35 years of experience in public service 
at the Department of the Interior and the Ohio Department of Nat-
ural Resources (Ohio DNR) have prepared me well for the position 
of Director at OSM. Additionally, my recent time spent in the pri-
vate sector as an environmental and reclamation manager has 
given me a unique 360-degree perspective of the challenges facing 
the coal industry. As a former Director at OSM, I have working 
knowledge and specific experience in every aspect of OSM’s mis-
sion, and as a former Chief at the Ohio DNR, where I represented 
Ohio on the Interstate Mining Compact Commission for more than 
a decade, I developed both state and federal relationships across 
the country that have proven beneficial throughout my career. 

Most recently, I have worked in the mining industry as President 
and Vice President for two reclamation companies and also Vice 
President for environmental compliance for all the associated com-
panies. I am responsible for reclamation and remediation of mining 
permits in Kentucky, Virginia, West Virgina, and Alabama. At Car-
dinal Reclamation, one of the reclamation companies that I man-
age, we have made significant reclamation and remediation 
progress over the past five years. In Kentucky, Cardinal stepped up 
to the plate to assist the people of the Commonwealth when per-
mits, affected by another permittee, were not properly reclaimed. 
Today, many of those permits (60-plus) have been fully reclaimed 
and returned to a productive post-mining land use. 

As a former Director at OSM, we made important inroads in im-
proving relationships with the states, the tribes (where OSM is the 
primary regulator), and the mining industry. Those relationships 
were strained under the previous administration. I will work to es-
tablish a collaborative and mutually beneficial relationship that 
recognizes the important role that the states play relative to regu-
lation within their borders and just as importantly recognizes the 
importance of the energy that is provided by our coal industry. At 
the Ohio DNR, I began my career as an environmental technician. 
I was soon promoted to Reclamation Inspector, where for seven 
years I was responsible for inspections associated with coal and in-
dustrial mineral mining. I later transferred to the abandoned mine 
land program, or AML, as a design specialist. Working under the 
supervision of a registered professional engineer, I designed AML 
remediation projects, such as highwall backfills, surface subsidence 
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caused by pre-law underground mining, coal refuse reclamation 
projects, and stream restoration, to name just a few. I was also a 
Permitting Manager, where my responsibilities included oversight 
of all coal and industrial mineral mining applications. 

Later, I was promoted to Deputy Chief responsible for managing 
the state’s coal, industrial minerals, and mine safety programs. My 
responsibilities included statewide management of nearly a thou-
sand permits, and the protection, training, and certification of the 
state’s mining workforce. Three years later, I was promoted to 
Chief. I maintained my Deputy Chief responsibilities and assumed 
management of the AML program. As Chief, I worked with federal 
partners, such as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Office of Surface Mining, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and 
the Mine Safety and Health Administration, to name just a few. 

From a personal perspective, I come from a very strong-willed, 
blue-collar background where family comes first. From a very 
young age, my mother and father instilled in my brother, sister, 
and me the lesson that hard work is important. They led by exam-
ple and taught us this lesson through their own hard work. My fa-
ther worked for nearly 30 years in an underground coal mine. And 
although it was an incredibly difficult job, he enjoyed it, as well as 
the life it provided his family. My mother worked as a cook at the 
local school and later worked in the county court system. They both 
worked hard to support their family, and seeing that day after day 
stuck with me. 

My wife, Rhonda, of 37 years, and I have tried to instill much 
of the same in our children, Courtney and Jordan. I have tremen-
dous respect for the men and the women who mine the coal that 
helps to supply the country’s energy needs. An energy need that 
will only continue to grow in the coming years. But I also under-
stand the need to protect our land and water. Striking that envi-
ronmental balance, as I have tried to do throughout my career, en-
sures the protection of our natural resources while also recognizing 
the ever-increasing energy consumption of the country. If con-
firmed, it would be an honor to serve the citizens of this great 
country as Director of the Office of Surface Mining. 

Thank you for today’s opportunity. I look forward to answering 
your questions. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Erdos follows:] 
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. 
We will now proceed to five-minute rounds of questions. I will 

ask the first round, followed by Senator Heinrich, and then we will 
alternate between Republicans and Democrats after that in just a 
moment. 

All right, Mr. Erdos, I would like to start with you, if that is all 
right. 

Last time you were before this Committee, and that was regard-
ing your nomination to be the Director of the Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation Enforcement, I asked you about permitting dead-
lines for coal mines. And at that point—this was in 2019—you said 
you were looking to reduce the timelines for permitting from six to 
ten years down to two or less years. This would be a really wel-
come set of news if we could do that, including and especially for 
mines in Utah, some of which have spent literally decades in a sort 
of permitting purgatory process. So why is certainty, in your opin-
ion, so important when it comes to the permitting process, espe-
cially for mines and for miners? 

Mr. ERDOS. Well, certainly, predictability is something the indus-
try has to have. They have to know how to get from Point A to 
Point B. And permitting has been an issue. So I think we are talk-
ing about NEPA reviews on coal—on federal coal—and that’s what 
I was referring to back in 2019. So I think, obviously, progress has 
been made over the last two to three months. Two or three have 
been—OSM has approved the EIS and record of decision. So the 
short answer is predictability. The industry needs predictability, 
and the way you get that is—the way you achieve that is by having 
a permitting system that functions for everyone—it functions for 
the states, it functions for the Federal Government, and for the op-
erator. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Walsh, the Department of Energy currently holds about 30 

metric tons of defense plutonium that it plans to dilute and then 
dispose of at the WIPP facility in New Mexico. This strategy is pro-
jected to take over 30 years and to cost about $20 billion. Now, 
think about it, we are spending $20 billion to dispose of this valu-
able asset that was produced at taxpayer expense. I don’t know 
what the exact figures are, but I am willing to guess that in 
present day dollars it costs tens of billions of dollars to create it. 

One of President Trump’s recent executive orders directs the De-
partment to end the dilute and dispose strategy and establish a 
program to process the plutonium into a form that can be fab-
ricated into fuel for advanced nuclear reactors. This would allow 
the plutonium to be used as a resource to advance nuclear tech-
nology leadership in the world, while still accomplishing our non- 
proliferation objectives, which I think were part of what they had 
in mind when they started this program. Do you agree that the 
surplus plutonium should be used to support the commercial nu-
clear industry? And if confirmed, will you work with the Secretary 
and with NNSA to end the dilute and dispose program and carry 
out President Trump’s executive order? 

Mr. WALSH. Yes, I will. As I understand it, plutonium can be 
mixed with other materials so that it isn’t—essentially, to prolifera-
tion proof it, and as you know, to fuel the future of AI so America 
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can be a leader with the data centers located here, we need energy 
from every source. And small modular reactors and all nuclear re-
actors, for that matter, their limiting factor right now is fuel—en-
riched uranium—which we’re not doing here in the United States, 
and I think it ends in 2028. So we need to bring all dense energy 
sources like plutonium, and I believe NNSA is also working on a 
program right now where we can use that. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Eisner, the past administration relied on the Department of 

Energy’s International Affairs Office to broker deals on climate co-
operation in the development of more expensive and unreliable en-
ergy resources. If confirmed, how do you plan to reorient the office 
to focus on American energy dominance and energy security for our 
allies? 

Mr. EISNER. Mr. Chairman, as I stated in my opening remarks, 
it was an honor for me to serve at the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury in the previous Trump administration. In that role, I had 
the honor to work with several career federal employees, two of 
whom are here with me today. Two things that I think really 
marked my experience with these individuals was their patriotism 
and their respect that elections have consequences. Despite what I 
was sure was a very wide range of political views among those 
whom I worked with, we operated under a very basic under-
standing that the work that we were doing was not red and it was 
not blue. It was red, white, and blue. And we used that approach 
to motivate the people who worked with me, because at the end of 
the day, it really does come down to leadership. We were able to 
effectuate the policies and the programs of the previous Trump ad-
ministration without flaw, I would say. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
And finally, Ms. Robertson, as geothermal technology has contin-

ued to advance, energy analysts have become increasingly bullish 
and appropriately very excited about its viability to supply sus-
tained power. As I am sure you are aware, I introduced bipartisan 
legislation with Ranking Member Heinrich to accelerate the adop-
tion of geothermal technology. I included provisions of that legisla-
tion in the energy title of the One Big Beautiful Bill, but unfortu-
nately, my Democrat colleagues used the Byrd Rule to strip those 
provisions out of that bill, so those weren’t able to make it into law, 
even though they could have under that circumstance. Nonetheless, 
given the circumstances, we must to continue to focus on finding 
ways to develop this energy resource. 

Will you commit, if confirmed, to assisting the Secretary to en-
sure that product classes are used to protect features—I’m sorry, 
I have blended two different questions there. What can you tell us 
about the importance of geothermal energy, and what can we do 
from a legal and regulatory standpoint to help advance that tech-
nology? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Thank you, Chairman Lee, for that question. 
Geothermal is undoubtedly one of the most exciting resources 

that can create stable, baseload power in this country between— 
the three geothermal powerhouses are right in front of me, with 
Utah, Nevada, and New Mexico really leading the way. Geothermal 
is so exciting and rightly a focus of both Secretary Wright and 
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President Trump because, unlike many other non fossil-based en-
ergy sources, geothermal has the potential to provide stable, base-
load power, which, as we look at the power demands in the United 
States over the next five, ten, and twenty years, we are in a situa-
tion we haven’t been in as a country before. We have had relatively 
stable electricity demand over the years, relatively stable and in-
creasing, obviously, power demand, but with the development of 
supercomputers and AI, we need to drastically, significantly ramp- 
up our baseload power, and geothermal provides one of the most 
exciting avenues to do that. 

I am sure Senator Heinrich is very familiar with the XGS Energy 
and Meta project in New Mexico that was announced. This is new 
geothermal technology. That particular project’s pipe-in-pipe tech-
nology that is free from using additional water in the process, you 
know, programs like those and many of the others being developed 
at national labs across the country are going to be a more sustain-
able solution to step function changes in how we deliver power. 

The CHAIRMAN. Great. Thank you very much. 
Senator Heinrich. 
Senator HEINRICH. Thank you, Chairman. 
I want to start just by addressing something you said, Mr. 

Walsh, and this is not to quibble with you, but I want to point out 
that in New Mexico we actually produce enriched uranium, and it 
supplies roughly 25 to 30 percent of the demand in the country. I 
think that is a good example of what we should be expanding 
around the country in order to meet additional demand. 

I am going to start my questions with you, Ms. Robertson, and 
I was glad to hear your description of some of the solar projects 
that you executed in Colorado. I have been looking closely at 
NERC’s 2025 Summer Reliability Assessment in Texas. Texas 
added seven gigawatts of solar power in 2024—nearly seven and a 
half gigawatts of battery storage in 2024 alone—which is helping 
the state meet growing electricity demand from AI and data cen-
ters and some of the things that you have articulated. As a result 
of those additional capacities, the risk of power emergencies has 
dropped to just three percent now as opposed to 15 percent a little 
over a year ago. 

So Ms. Robertson, do you agree that in the face of rising demand, 
that the grid requires more, not less affordable, reliable, energy? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Oh, undoubtedly, the grid demands, and we 
need to deliver more reliable, affordable, secure energy. Are you 
specifically asking about best systems or solar systems? 

Senator HEINRICH. So looking at Texas, would you agree that de-
ploying both energy storage in tandem with renewable energy tech-
nologies can actually increase grid reliability, hold prices down, and 
add new generation sources? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. It certainly has the capability to do that. Texas 
still relies primarily on natural gas as its baseload power, and that 
has to be the baseload and the maximum, because solar plus bat-
teries can provide a number of benefits, both as a large scale and 
a small scale, but we have yet to see the five- to ten-year implica-
tions of these large battery systems, which, unfortunately, or iron-
ically, the environments that are wonderful for solar, like Texas, 
are not great for batteries. And so, battery degradation and the 
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lifetime of a utility-scale battery is something that is going to be 
a further effort of my Department, if I am so fortunate to be con-
firmed. But those technologies have yet to play out. 

Senator HEINRICH. I would beg to differ. In New Mexico, we were 
an early adopter of grid-scale storage. At this point in my personal 
grid in the Albuquerque area, we’re not only 35 percent solar, 
seven percent nuclear, 15 percent wind, but using 15 percent bat-
tery storage. We have been able for a number of years now to 
maintain a high level of reliability—and not just a high level of re-
liability, but a low retail cost, which is the other thing that Amer-
ican consumers care about. I pay about 10.8 cents. Now, I rarely 
pay that because I have solar on my roof at a scale that I don’t get 
an electric bill most months, but when I do, I pay 10.8 cents, which 
is, if you look at the country as a whole, much lower than what 
you see in the Midwest and the East. 

Mr. Walsh, the Waste Isolation Pilot Project (WIPP) in New Mex-
ico is the sole, as you know, only geological repository licensed to 
store transuranic radioactive waste. It is one of three globally. We 
are currently working to refurbish and repair parts of the lift sys-
tem that is used to bring up mined salt out of the ground. Two 
other lifts, one used for transporting TRU waste, the other used for 
emergency purposes, are in need of repair and replacement. 

So talk to me a little bit. I know you are familiar with that facil-
ity. It is our only facility that serves this purpose. Describe to the 
Committee your commitment to overseeing the swift construction 
and rehabilitation of the elevator systems at the WIPP facility. 

Mr. WALSH. Yes, thank you, Senator Heinrich, for that question. 
I am very familiar with the WIPP and its importance to Environ-

mental Management’s cleanup across the DOE’s complex. And as 
you mentioned, the lift system, I think, dates back to the early 
1900s. It came from a mine in Colorado. So, it’s absolutely in need 
of repair, and I would be happy to look into that. As you know, I 
am not confirmed yet, so I haven’t looked at the details of the cur-
rent budget, but I will ensure, because it is such an important fa-
cility to our mission, that we will make sure we have a serviceable 
lift system. 

Senator HEINRICH. I look forward to following up with you, Mr. 
Walsh. 

Mr. WALSH. Thank you. 
Senator HEINRICH. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Justice, you are up next. 
Senator JUSTICE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Ranking Mem-

ber. Thank all of you all for coming. I mean, really and truly, when 
it really boils right down to it, you are great witnesses, you are 
great nominees, and really and truly, I am anxious to be able to 
see you confirmed because I know you’ll do fabulous work. That’s 
all there is to it. 

I welcome your families. I am extremely impressed with just 
this—your acknowledgement of God in your life. I mean, it is abso-
lutely just what we should all be doing, in my opinion, all the time 
because the blessings are unbelievable. You know, we see the trag-
edies all across our nation. We see what’s going on in Texas right 
now, and it just jerks your heart out. I mean, that’s just all there 
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is to it. But, and please, God above, some way, somehow, you know, 
look after those folks. 

But I would just tell you just this—you know, I am, for all prac-
tical purposes, the new kid in town, but I have been an energy kid 
for a long, long, long time. And really and truly, it is an honor be-
yond belief to be on this Committee. And why would you think 
that? I mean, really and truly, I have tons to do in my life, and 
why would that be such an unbelievable honor for me? And it’s 
simply just this—I have said this until I am blue-green—energy is 
everything. Energy is everything. It’s in every part of every single 
thing that we do. And our country today needs you like you can’t 
imagine. Every single last bit of you, we need you. 

And so, you know, when I was the Governor, I was the Governor 
of West Virginia and I had the honor to be that for eight years. 
And I embraced all the energy forms because I knew what was 
coming. Right around the corner here we are going to have a melt-
down on energy in this country. And if we don’t watch out, we are 
going to be in a real mess. And then, we are going to have to make 
decisions. We are going to need to decide where we can have that, 
but we can’t have this. And America doesn’t normally do that. And 
if we can’t have this, we are going to be at a real disadvantage that 
could be a national defense disadvantage or whatever it may be. 

Now, the only other tidbit I would say about embracing all is, 
let’s just have a fair playing field. I mean, for God’s sakes-a-livin’, 
let’s not give one form, you know, so many benefits and perks and 
everything and take away from another. And please, to God above, 
let’s quit thinking of coal as a bad word. Our coal miners work so 
hard. And Mr. Erdos, you know, just talked about his dad—30 
years in the coal mines and everything in an underground mine. 
Right at this moment, right this very second, there are people that 
are thousands and thousands of feet underground in coal seams 
where they cannot hardly sit up, and in no way they could stand 
up. They may be in 40 inches of coal, thousands of feet under-
ground, for all of us, for absolutely all of us. They’re good people. 
They’re family people. We need them. My good Lord above, we need 
them today. 

So, let’s quit thinking and blowing our own legs off and letting 
the world on some righteous movement, you know, that we are 
going to blow our own legs off and have China build a coal-fired 
power plant every other day. It’s ridiculous. It’s totally ridiculous. 
I would tell all of you just this: we are so lucky to have you. Your 
experience is off the chart. Your service is off the chart, and I am 
very, very anxious to work with you in every way. 

I really only have one question, and it came to me from the Coal 
Association, and so this is for Mr. Erdos. And I wish you would call 
me Jim. I would like to call all of you by your first names, Lanny, 
or whatever it may be. And so, but with all that being said, the 
question was just this: In West Virginia—this is from the Coal As-
sociation and Chris, this is from Chris Hamilton. He’s a good guy 
and he is asking this question and he wanted me to ask it. 

In West Virginia—West Virginia has nine program amendments 
pending approval at OSM today. The oldest is 16 years old. And 
in most of these cases, the state rules, we have complied exactly 
with the language of the Office of Surface Mining. So my question 
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is real quick. Will you just look? Will you just try to help and look, 
because we need you? 

Mr. ERDOS. Thank you for the question, Senator. Yes, absolutely, 
I will. Program amendments are a problem. It has been a problem 
for 10 to 15 years at OSM. And I know Chris very, very well. And 
I am familiar with some of those program amendments. So one of 
the things we will do, if I am fortunate enough to get confirmed, 
I will be briefed by staff, day one, relative to program amendments. 
It’s important to me too. Ohio has one probably 12 years old that 
has been sitting there. 

So there are things that we need to do at OSM to fix that, and 
it can be fixed, and we were working on that under the previous 
administration, the Trump administration, when I was there. So 
we will do those things and we will get that backlog down. And I 
absolutely will look at those. 

Senator JUSTICE. Thank you. And I’m sorry that you have to put 
up with Chris. 

Mr. ERDOS. He is a great guy. Like you said, he is a great guy. 
[Laughter.] 
Senator JUSTICE. Thank you all. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Hickenlooper. 
Senator HICKENLOOPER. Thank you, Mr. Chair. Thanks to each 

of you for being here at a really challenging time for energy in our 
country. 

Ms. Robertson, let me just say that I always appreciate people 
with a strong athletic background, but if you can be that good in 
water polo, that has to be a remarkable testament to your endur-
ance and your ability to put up with all this rigmarole, but you are 
going into a really tough position, if confirmed. I know NREL, Colo-
rado’s renewable energy lab, is truly a world-class hub of reliable 
energy and innovation. It’s a major employer in Colorado, but it 
adds real value, yet the President’s budget appears to want to cut 
over half the staff, and there is some shifting of funds that, to 
some, appears unlawful. I have a lawyer in our office that feels 
that it is unlawful. I think there are a lot of lawyers that are look-
ing at that. It doesn’t appear to me that you can just reassign ex-
perts and fill in the gaps. 

So I guess my first question is, are you willing to commit to pre-
venting, to the best of your capability, significant staff cuts at 
NREL and to really make sure we maintain those research capa-
bilities? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Senator Hickenlooper, thank you for the ques-
tion, and I agree with you that NREL is an extraordinary hub of 
innovation and that the best tools we are going to have to make 
a stronger, better, more energized America are going to come 
through innovation. It’s not just going to come from, you know, ad-
ditional subsidies. It’s going to come from big, innovative changes 
to the way we do things and the way we create energy. You asked 
a few specific questions, and let me try and answer them. I have 
not been in the Department of Energy. I am still living in Colorado 
and riding horses with my kids and hanging out for the summer, 
and at the point where I hopefully am confirmed, I look forward 
to being briefed on a number of the matters that you brought up 
regarding the budget, but I am not informed at this point in time 
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or in a position where I can comment on that. I will tell you that 
I always follow the law, and I intend to follow the law, the advice 
of counsel, and if I am so fortunate to be confirmed, hold this office 
with the dignity that it deserves, and from a legal perspective, al-
ways do the right thing. 

As it relates to staff cuts at EERE or NREL, you are a business 
owner, you have been a business owner, and a mayor and a Gov-
ernor, and thank you for that. I can’t comment until I get in to see 
what the situation is, but I can commit to be an advocate for the 
great men and women working across the Department of Energy 
in the areas where I will have responsibility, if confirmed, espe-
cially at NREL, where we have some of the best scientists in the 
world working to solve the world’s biggest problems. 

Senator HICKENLOOPER. Well, I couldn’t agree more, and I appre-
ciate that. Well spoken. I will just put in there, I mean, we are 
going to see this massive surge in demand that I think each of you 
have recognized and described, and it’s hard to imagine bringing 
online more natural gas, more coal, more almost anything in the 
short term in the next five years, and yet we do have a huge inven-
tory of solar, but electricity can be generated from wind and solar, 
increasingly geothermal, as you have all recognized. I think 95 per-
cent of all the projects in the queue are either, you know, solar, 
wind, or storage. And I would like to ask each of you just to, be-
cause you each—well, maybe not the mining reclamation, I will 
pass on that. Although, I am—I will not have time to ask questions 
on the mining. I will come back for a second round of questions on 
that and get to that. 

But 95 percent of the energy that’s available is solar, wind, and 
batteries. Do you think we should prioritize that and really push 
that through? And I am going to start with Ms. Robertson. 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Senator Hickenlooper, thank you for the ques-
tion, and it is the question. I mean, a large-scale data center con-
sumes the same amount of electricity as two million homes. And 
we will have to produce a lot of electrons in order to meet that de-
mand. But the question of how do we prioritize it? We have to 
prioritize reliable, secure, and affordable power in that equation. I 
think you mentioned NREL earlier, grid modernization, new tech-
nologies to help reduce the loss of electricity within the process. I 
do believe we will be able to bring online very successful, innova-
tive energy sources, like geothermal, hopefully small modular nu-
clear, in a much shorter period of time than previously envisioned, 
even 12 months ago. 

Senator HICKENLOOPER. Right, well, I am out of time, but in the 
meantime, we are going to have some real pressure on us for these 
five years before we get to the small nuclear and being able to scale 
up some of those other things. And I think, you know, the budget 
that has been put out there is cutting the Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy 62 percent below 2019 levels. So long 
before President Biden was in office, that budget was much more 
robust than it is now. So, you are probably going to have to elbow 
your way in to some making sure that those funds are not all elimi-
nated because you are going to need some of that money, I think. 

I yield back to the Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. Great, thank you. 
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All right, let’s go ahead and begin our second round. 
Mr. Erdos, I would like to start the second round with you. You 

know, you began your career as an environmental technician re-
viewing mine data and maps for accuracy. Since then, you have 
had years of experience working with environmental agencies and 
related stakeholders, as well as on abandoned mine lands (AML)— 
I am always cautious when I say mine lands to not say land mines 
because it turns out they mean very different things—reclamation 
efforts, and funding disbursement. How does the coal industry con-
tribute to AML funding and remediation efforts? 

Mr. ERDOS. Well, there are two streams of funds that go into 
AML. One is fee-based. It’s how the industry contributes. So cur-
rently, I believe it’s 22.4 cents for surface coal that’s not lignite, 9.6 
cents for underground coal not lignite, and I want to say 6.4 cents 
for lignite coal. So it’s based on tonnage produced, and they pay 
that fee on that tonnage. It goes into that particular pool of money 
for the AML program. And then you have the IIJA, which is a 
whole different issue. So you have those two streams. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Ms. Robertson, let’s talk about appliance regulations. There are 

a series of regulations that are implemented and enforced by the 
Department of Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy. Some of these regulations, one might say, impose pretty 
costly burdens on all Americans and they certainly reduce market 
choices. Some would say that in many instances they have, in the 
name of efficiency, just produced products that don’t work as well 
and that end up having to be used two or three cycles at a time 
instead of one, perhaps resulting in no net energy savings at all, 
but making appliances less reliable, harder to use, more expensive, 
and more difficult to repair, and they affect almost all appliances 
in American homes, from refrigerators, dishwashers, clothes wash-
ers, clothes dryers. Now, the process rule and its product class pro-
tections, which allow for separate regulations for different product 
features, were overwhelmingly ignored by the previous administra-
tion, and this has stopped the development of helpful features on 
appliances and essentially killed certain appliances or household 
goods, like the incandescent lightbulb, which itself is a different 
thing. Sure, we have other types of lightbulbs available, but for the 
most part, you can’t get incandescent lightbulbs anymore, and that 
is a different product, and sometimes you need those. 

And so, this is somewhat concerning. Will you commit, if con-
firmed, to assisting the Secretary to ensure that product classes are 
used to protect features on appliances that are important to Amer-
ican consumers? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Chairman Lee, thank you for that important 
question. And absolutely, I think I am here—and I believe my pan-
elists here alongside me—we are here because we love America and 
we love Americans, and putting burdensome, costly regulations in 
place that don’t have a net benefit to individual Americans can 
price people out of the American dream, depending on appliances, 
building standards. It’s an area within the EERE that I am very 
much looking forward to working with, and I look forward to work-
ing with you and your staff on any specific issues or things that 
we should be advancing. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Erdos, let’s go back to you for a moment. Can you speak to 

the relationship between states with primacy under SMCRA and 
OSM? 

Mr. ERDOS. Thank you for the question, Senator. Certainly. So 
there are 24 states that currently have primacy, or they have ap-
proved state programs. They are the primary regulators within 
their borders. OSM is an oversight program relative to those states. 
OSM is the primary regulator on Indian tribes, and there are a few 
others where OSM has a federal program, but only one actually 
produces coal, and that is Tennessee. The primacy states, within 
their borders, they are the primary regulators. OSM is an oversight 
program. It’s a partnership, really, but deference should be given 
to the states, and it is given to the states. 

The CHAIRMAN. Do you think the 10-day notice rule overwrote 
the authority of the state mining offices? 

Mr. ERDOS. Somewhat, it did. The 2020 and the 2024 rules were 
significantly different. So the 2020 rule required OSM to work with 
the states. So if they received a citizen complaint, they were re-
quired to coordinate with the state prior to acting on that citizen 
complaint, which makes a lot of sense. I am a state guy. I come 
from a state, I worked there for 31 years, and I was on the other 
end of those 10-day notices. So it makes sense for OSM to work 
with the state and gather as much information as they can prior 
to acting on that. So the 2024 rule took that away, which is pretty 
significant to me. 

So to answer your question, I think, to some extent, it did. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Senator Murkowski, you are up to bat. 
Senator MURKOWSKI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Thank you for your willingness to step forward in these impor-

tant positions. We appreciate that. 
Ms. Robertson, I wanted to ask a question of you first here. I 

come from a state where, when we say all-of-the-above energy pol-
icy, we really mean it, not because it’s a good catchword, but be-
cause we are islanded. This huge state, our energy system is all 
islanded in the sense that we have very little when it comes to the 
grid beyond the Railbelt there. So people think about Alaska as oil 
and gas. It’s great. It’s important. Significant for us. It’s important 
for the country and the world. But we can’t do it without also tap-
ping into those resources that happen to be right there where that 
community is. And so, that means a little bit of solar. It means a 
little bit of wind. It means maybe we can really do something bold 
like geothermal. 

And so, the position that you are nominated to as Assistant Sec-
retary of Energy for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy is 
important. I have communities that are reliant right now on diesel- 
powered generation. That’s how they stay warm. That’s how they 
keep the lights on. And so, when the barge doesn’t make it in, or 
when the price of fuel goes through the roof, it squeezes everything 
else that these individuals have available to them for their fami-
lies. 

And so, I look at some of the things that we are doing here to 
help facilitate some of these smaller microgrid solutions as vitally, 
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vitally important. We had a debate, certainly, before the Senate 
last week when it came to certain of the tax credits for our solar 
and wind projects. We negotiated a little bit longer runway for 
wind and solar tax credits in reconciliation. It wasn’t much, but it’s 
going to help allow for the facilitation of a couple of projects— 
maybe a good handful of projects to proceed—and then, we just see 
at the beginning of this week an executive order coming out of the 
White House that, as I read it, really, really guts the effort for a 
compromise that we were able to secure within that reconciliation 
bill. So, I don’t really like it. I will just be blunt. I don’t really like 
it at all. And I don’t like it because, not only does it undercut the 
arrangement that we were able to work, but also because it leaves 
these communities that I represent with no solution other than 
barging in or flying in more diesel to keep the lights on and to keep 
them warm. 

So I acknowledge and appreciate the role that the Office of EERE 
has played in really being this partner to promote energy security 
for rural communities that experience limited access to these alter-
nate baseload energy resources. So I just need your commitment 
that you will work with us to understand what the local solutions 
are and help to facilitate them, because what happens back here 
in Washington, DC isn’t going to translate to these rural commu-
nities that I have in my state. So can you commit to me that you 
are going to work with us on some of these solutions? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Senator Murkowski, first of all, I love Alaska. 
I have spent lots of time in Alaska, and I ardently believe that en-
ergy in rural communities and in isolated communities has many 
different constraints than the energy we are talking about to power 
a data center in Arlington. And energy is everything, and deliv-
ering energy to a remote community in Alaska may look very dif-
ferent than the energy solutions we would work toward in other 
communities in other places in the United States. 

I have particular experience with this. I have built a company in 
rural New Mexico, and we didn’t have any power. We did not have 
access to the power—to Xcel in New Mexico. They gave us a three- 
year wait list, a three-year timeline. So we decided that we needed 
to take matters into our own hands and we had novel solutions to 
treating field gas onsite to using our own gas-fired turbines, and 
we built our own microgrid. These were solutions that we needed 
to come up with because we faced a challenge. I understand that 
the rural communities in Alaska face challenges, and I absolutely 
commit to you to work as a partner in figuring out the right energy 
solution for that very unique environment. 

Senator MURKOWSKI. Well, I appreciate that. I look forward to 
working with you on that, whether it’s wind, solar, whether it’s 
geothermal. We have had some good engagement with our tribal 
communities on the geothermal side. I am also concerned about the 
President’s budget proposal on elimination of the weatherization 
program. Again, whether you are from Alaska, where it’s cold, or 
New Mexico, where it’s hot, weatherization is going to be key for 
us as well. 

My time is expired, but I appreciate the opportunity to work with 
you on some of these very important issues and to the rest of you 
as well. We have some good projects, Mr. Eisner, I will probably 
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want to talk to you about our Alaska natural gas opportunities and 
Arctic energy as well in the international space. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Senator Padilla. 
Senator PADILLA. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
Good morning to all of you. I am going to focus my questions— 

surprise, surprise—on EERE. The U.S. Department of Energy’s Of-
fice of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy has had a strong 
connection and collaboration with the State of California for many, 
many years. California prides itself on being on the forefront of en-
ergy innovation. This partnership supports the state’s growth to 
advance new and innovative energy technologies, including in areas 
of research and development, demonstration projects, and financial 
incentives as well, particularly in areas like energy efficiency, re-
newable energy sources and biofuels, and the storage technologies 
and capacity it has to accompany some of the newer technologies 
to address concerns about intermittency and beyond. So all of these 
represent key efforts, not just to reduce emissions, but ultimately 
to also lower electricity bills and make energy more abundant. 

With that being established, a question for Ms. Robertson—if you 
are confirmed, will you commit to honoring the previously awarded 
grants and funding that have been already acted upon with the 
State of California? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Thank you, Senator Padilla, for the question. 
I am not yet in the office. What I can confirm to you is that I 

will follow the law and the commitments of the U.S. Government 
as is my intention if I am so fortunate to be in that role. 

Senator PADILLA. Okay. 
Ms. ROBERTSON. I do know that the Office of Energy Efficiency 

and Renewable Energy has over 2,000 active projects, and that the 
review of those projects is something Secretary Wright has initi-
ated as an ongoing matter, and if I am so fortunate to be confirmed 
sometime this year, I would absolutely love to look at those and be 
happy to work with you and your office on those that touch Cali-
fornia. 

Senator PADILLA. Okay. So again, just, I prefaced my question 
with if you are confirmed, so I am not getting ahead of myself, but 
again, these are projects that are not under review, not recently ap-
plied for, these were applications that have been reviewed and 
awarded. I just want to make sure that those awards are honored 
going forward. 

I will give an example. One of the awards was to help fund cut-
ting-edge marine pumped hydroelectric storage systems at the Port 
of Los Angeles. You may be familiar with the Port of Los Angeles. 
The Port of Los Angeles and Long Beach combined represent 40 
percent of the commerce coming in out of the United States in that 
one port complex alone. Would you be supportive of innovative en-
ergy technologies like EERE’s Water Power Technologies Office? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Thank you, Senator Padilla. I am very excited 
to learn more and participate in the Water Power Technologies Of-
fice. I think that is an exciting area of EERE, and one I am, if I 
am so fortunate to be confirmed, I am very excited to work in. 
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Senator PADILLA. Good. Well, I highlight this one because I 
wasn’t physically present for your opening remarks. I did catch it 
from my office. I also have seen your written testimony as well, 
and you are excited, you are committed. I am excited and I am 
committed. But we also have the new challenge of meeting these 
objectives, striving for these goals with a President’s budget pro-
posal that would cut EERE’s resources by more than half. So we 
are going to have to figure out how to square those—do more with 
less. 

Another award from EERE was a demonstration project in Cali-
fornia to support new load growth through grid innovations and to 
support the ability of energy providers to right-size grid invest-
ments for future load growth. As electricity demand grows and we 
seek to meet that demand, both because of our growing population 
as well as our growing economy, this is not the time to stop fund-
ing grid innovation, but the administration, the Trump administra-
tion, has been very vocal about meeting the projected growth in 
electricity demand, but proposes a 74 percent budget cut to EERE. 
How do you do that? How do you go about that, if you are fortunate 
enough to be confirmed? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. I think it’s a matter of austerity across the Fed-
eral Government and having to do more with less. I don’t think 
that changes the President’s bold agenda for energy and grid en-
hancements. Grid innovation is a component of President Trump’s 
vision of how we create a more secure America. We have a very 
fragile grid, and it’s not just within EERE that issues of the grid 
are tackled and are challenged, it is across our national labs. It is 
in the Office of Electricity in the Grid Deployment Office. There are 
multiple touchpoints within the Department that, if I am fortunate 
enough to be confirmed and be in the building, I look forward to 
a lot of cross-collaboration to solve these issues because those are 
big issues. 

Senator PADILLA. I am glad to at least hear you say the grid is 
fragile in so many ways in so many areas, in large part because 
it’s an old grid. 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Yes—— 
Senator PADILLA. So if you are going to address deferred mainte-

nance, if you are going to modernize, if you are going to add capac-
ity, if you are going to add efficiency and improve performance, 
these are all objectives that require investments, not cuts. 

Thank you. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Cortez Masto. 
Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Welcome, congratulations to all the nominees. Welcome to all of 

your family members. It’s always fun to be here on the first day. 
It’s the second or third day that we will have conversations about, 
but thank you so much. 

I want to start off by talking a little bit about Nevada because 
Nevada has done an incredible job leaning into the potential for en-
ergy, and particularly around solar, geothermal, and hydro. I mean, 
there is so much happening in Nevada right now, and it is an ex-
ample of what our future can be if we want to be energy inde-
pendent, including, I want to say, battery storage. 
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Ms. Robertson, I invite you to come to Nevada to see what is 
happening with battery storage there because it is part of the base-
load, and it’s happening right now. My frustration is that, unfortu-
nately, under this administration, we are picking winners and los-
ers. And we are saying to states like Nevada, based on our geog-
raphy and our opportunities, that even though solar is one of our 
number one commodities, that we shouldn’t even look at it any-
more. And I think an all-of-the-above energy approach should be 
based on what each state is capable of doing based on their geog-
raphy, their minerals, whatever is available for them. And I am 
here to tell you, in Nevada, it really is around solar, geothermal, 
hydro, and there is so much more happening there, but that’s dif-
ferent than the New England states. That’s even different than 
Texas. So I am not about picking winners and losers, I am looking 
for a balanced approach here, and I am just disappointed that this 
administration and some of my colleagues have gutted and cut 
wind and solar and now are doing the same around battery stor-
age, electric vehicles, and critical minerals. 

And we are going to talk about this because critical minerals are 
key to our technology future. And if we’re not also leaning in and 
making sure that this country is capable of producing those critical 
minerals, we are going to be left behind in our energy independ-
ence, as well as our national security. But I want to start with Ms. 
Robertson, with you. According to recent projections from the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration, retail energy prices will con-
tinue to increase beyond 2026, and additional reports have as-
sessed that cuts to clean energy tax credits, like those made in the 
recently enacted GOP reconciliation law, could result in Americans 
paying as much as $110 more on their utility bills. And despite 
these increased energy rates, the administration has proposed to 
zero-out crucial energy assistance programs in their Fiscal Year 
2026 budget, including EERE’s Energy-to-Grid Integration Pro-
gram. 

And so, I want to talk to you about that. Can you explain the 
benefits that cutting grid energy programs or even energy assist-
ance programs provides for Americans? I mean, is this where we 
should be going if we are looking at integrating our grid with all 
of the potential energy sources that are out there? And I appreciate 
your comments that there are trade-offs with all of them, but why 
pick winners and losers? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Senator Cortez Masto, I don’t believe in picking 
winners and losers. I do believe that energy is about science and 
energy is about numbers. And I don’t have any feelings or belief 
structures around energy. It is—they are equations, and delivering 
for the American people is going to require us to be thoughtful and 
tactical. It’s going to lean into the science and try to advance some 
of the technologies that, frankly, Nevada is leading in. You have 
one of the leading geothermal potentials, and an existing share of 
your utility comes from geothermal. 

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. But for that reason, energy grid integra-
tion is so important, wouldn’t you agree? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. I agree with the importance. You asked a ques-
tion specifically about the budget. It is very difficult for me to com-
ment on how the budget is allocated, how it works today. I am not 
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in the building. I am still living in Colorado. This is not exactly an 
area where I have oversight or domain knowledge, but I do know 
that grid integration is a component of the Department of Energy 
across multiple departments, across multiple national labs, and it’s 
a priority for the President and it’s a priority for Secretary Wright, 
because without the grid, we don’t have energy distribution. 

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you. I have about 30 seconds left 
and I want to just get this question in. The rest I will submit for 
the record. Thank you all for being here. 

But Mr. Walsh, it goes without saying, but timely and trans-
parent communication is crucial to the success of DOE’s environ-
mental management program in Nevada. I welcome you to come 
out there and take a look at what’s going on. If confirmed, do I 
have your commitment to prioritize an open relationship with my-
self and our state officials on all DOE environmental management 
activities in Nevada? 

Mr. WALSH. Yes, Senator Cortez Masto—— 
Senator CORTEZ MASTO. And will you pledge to uphold all exist-

ing agreements and contracts with the State of Nevada? 
Mr. WALSH. Yes, as President Trump and Secretary Wright rein-

force, we’re not going to force nuclear waste on Nevada. 
Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thanks. 
Senator Cantwell. 
Senator CANTWELL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I congratulate all 

the nominees. 
Thank you, Mr. Walsh. My line is a little more detailed on this 

question about commitments to the Hanford cleanup mission, and 
that is one of the key responsibilities you will have. This means 
over the next 15 years removing and treating 56 million gallons of 
nuclear waste. So hardly something that I would call an ongoing 
thing that people, you know, certainly the State of Washington has 
a consent decree with the DOE because we want to see it cleaned 
up, not because we want it to continue. 

Mr. WALSH. Yes. 
Senator CANTWELL. And so, the notion that somebody would sug-

gest that somehow we want this to continue, we have a mission 
and we want to move on. And so, we are happy to move on from 
that, but we also can’t do it on the cheap. And oftentimes people 
look at the budget and they are like, oh, let’s do it on the cheap 
or, you know, when we had cleanup all around the United States, 
people came together and said, oh, let’s always get that budget. But 
as Colorado and South Carolina and other places that were easy 
to clean up got done, then everybody all of a sudden said, well, 
maybe we can do this on the cheap in the Northwest. So you can’t. 
You have got to get it done right, and we want to make sure that 
already leaking storage tanks get the priority that they deserve. 

So the major understanding here is the Tri-Party Agreement and 
consent decree milestones that basically say these are the mile-
stones that need to be met in cleaning up 586 square miles of Cold 
War era nuclear contaminants. That is literally just what it takes. 
You have to make these investments and continue. So do you com-
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mit to upholding the Tri-Party Agreement and the consent decree 
milestones that are a part of this process? 

Mr. WALSH. Yes, thank you for that question, Senator Cantwell, 
and you know, I really look forward to getting out to Hanford, 
meeting you out there, and digging into this. It’s a critically impor-
tant mission. The people of Washington State, and indeed, all 
Americans deserve to live in a safe, clean environment. I know this 
has been an ongoing process—— 

Senator CANTWELL. Well, this is a federal responsibility, right? 
Mr. WALSH. It is. 
Senator CANTWELL. So it’s the Federal Government’s responsi-

bility. We just are a little more of a watchdog just because we are 
there. 

Mr. WALSH. Yes. 
Senator CANTWELL. And we have to be. 
Mr. WALSH. And I am a man of action. I understand the consent 

agreement. I understand the Tri-Party Agreement. It has outlined 
the framework of the cleanup and responsibilities it has. It’s a liv-
ing document that has been modified a few times over the last 20 
years. And you have my commitment that we are going to work to-
gether, and that it’s going to be a priority in the Office of Environ-
mental Management. 

Senator CANTWELL. Well, what nuclear waste understanding and 
technical expertise would you bring to the situation? 

Mr. WALSH. Well, I can tell you that I am a quick learner. I have 
an engineering background. I am sort of an engineering geek. And 
like anything I have accomplished in my life, whether it was build-
ing a complex semiconductor plant, you rely on the experts. And I 
think what the Hanford site needs is really leadership and a good, 
solid plan that is well executed, and that is what I intend to bring. 

Senator CANTWELL. Thank you. Thank you for that. 
Ms. Robertson, could you talk about the budget cuts to EERE? 
Ms. ROBERTSON. Thank you, Senator, for the question. 
I am not in the Department, so it’s very difficult for me to talk 

specifically about decisions that have been made in the Department 
at this time. 

Senator CANTWELL. What do you think, I mean, we have projects 
that are already underway, and you are talking about significant 
cuts to things like the Battery500 Consortium. Do you believe in 
those kinds of activities? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. I am not familiar with the Battery500 Consor-
tium. 

Senator CANTWELL. Okay, so you are trying to get a job with this 
level of oversight on energy efficiency and renewable, and this is 
probably one of the labs in the nation’s biggest effort on storage, 
bringing grid-scale storage, so. 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Is this at PNNL? 
Senator CANTWELL. Yes, yes. 
Ms. ROBERTSON. Okay. I’m sorry, I didn’t know that was what 

it was referring to. I am well aware of their activities in both 
grid—they have released a big report this week in both grids and 
battery innovation. My perspective on the budget, as an outsider 
and a civilian—— 
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Senator CANTWELL. I am just asking you about this idea that we 
should be investing and trying to testbed to try to get to a higher 
level of battery technology—I mean battery mass—you know, grid- 
scale storage, whether you support that concept. 

Ms. ROBERTSON. I support battery technology and innovation as 
a very important function of the Department of Energy, absolutely. 

Senator CANTWELL. And funding things like that at the national 
lab? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Funding at the national labs, again, not being 
in the building, not understanding all of the demands on the budg-
et, it’s very difficult for me to speak about a specific program when 
I am not in a position to evaluate all of the demands on the De-
partment. 

Senator CANTWELL. Okay, thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Senator Barrasso. 
Senator BARRASSO. Thanks so much, Mr. Chairman. Congratula-

tions to all of you. I appreciate your time and willingness to serve. 
Mr. Erdos, thanks so much for visiting with me. 
You know, the previous administration sought to delay and deny 

efforts to expand coal mining. This had a profoundly destructive 
impact on Wyoming, on families, in our communities. I think it also 
had a significant impact, destructively, in terms of our energy secu-
rity as a nation. If confirmed, how are you going to change the 
course of OSM? 

Mr. ERDOS. Well, I think what we need to do is look at NEPA. 
So there was decision that came down from the Supreme Court re-
cently in regards to NEPA, and I think it was very telling. From 
what I recall reading, the idea is to focus NEPA on the areas to 
be affected, not so much upstream/downstream, substantial def-
erence to the reviewing agency, and I think that goes a long way 
in ensuring that those NEPA reviews are done timely, we get EISs 
approved and records of decision out quickly. So I think that is one 
thing we look at is NEPA. I think that is a big deal. I think pro-
gram amendments is another. I spoke to that earlier. I think we 
have to look at that. There are probably 30 to 35 program amend-
ments sitting at OSM right now. That has a significant effect on 
the states and how they do business. So we need to look at that 
too. 

Senator BARRASSO. Well, and to your point, in terms of the deci-
sion by the U.S. Supreme Court, it was an 8–0 decision. I mean, 
we’re not talking about something that was close at all. And Jus-
tice Kavanaugh wrote the report. NEPA is a procedural cross 
check, not a substantive roadblock. The goal, he said, of the law, 
is to ‘‘inform agency decision-making, not paralyze it.’’ So I am very 
glad that you pointed out the Supreme Court ruling, and it is going 
to help influence your ability to get things done effectively and 
quickly. 

You know, one of the successes of that office that you are going 
to be holding, hopefully after your confirmation, depends on strong 
relationships with the states that execute things like the mine pro-
grams, both for mine development and for cleanup. States need 
clear guidance and an open line of communication to carry out 
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these shared goals. So, if confirmed, how will you approach 
strengthening the cooperation between the Federal Government 
and the states? 

Mr. ERDOS. We will do exactly what we did under the first 
Trump administration, Senator. I had scheduled meetings with the 
state folks. I scheduled meetings with the Interstate Mining Com-
pact Commission, who represent most, if not all, of the states that 
have primacy across the country that actually mine coal. So you 
have to communicate with the states. If you’re not communicating, 
if you not talking, you’re not moving forward. If you’re not talking, 
you are going backward. So it’s all about communication. I rep-
resented Ohio for a decade on the IMCC—Interstate Mining Com-
pact Commission—so I have many relationships across the country 
with all the state regulators. So we will continue to do that. That 
will serve us well. 

Senator BARRASSO. Ms. Robertson, the Energy Efficiency and Re-
newable Energy Office is in charge of investing in innovative ideas 
and the way to give you the best chance of success with all of those. 
So how do we ensure that our limited funding is spent on the high-
est priority work? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Thank you for the question, Senator Barrasso. 
I think the President’s priorities have been to create reliable, af-

fordable, secure energy, and through that lens, we must make deci-
sions regarding allocation of funds to ensure that the American 
taxpayer dollars are invested in the programs, projects, and ad-
vancements that will create the most meaningful impacts to the 
United States. And I think—I am not sure if that answers your 
question. 

Senator BARRASSO. Yes, you know, because we have limited 
money and we want to make sure we get the best bang for the 
buck. 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Absolutely. 
Senator BARRASSO. Senator Cantwell just asked about a specific 

project, and I just thought, overall, I would give you an opportunity 
to talk about—— 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Thank you. And I do believe that there are 11 
offices within EERE, and the pioneering technologies that are hap-
pening in geothermal, in bioenergy, in water power—there are a lot 
of exciting developments that don’t violate the laws of nature or 
thermodynamics and have real potential. 

Senator BARRASSO. Let me go to Mr. Eisner. Ms. Robertson just 
said ‘‘that don’t violate the laws’’ and ‘‘that have potential.’’ So with 
your role, if confirmed, you are going to lead the office that over-
sees our participation in the International Energy Agency. In re-
cent years, the IEA has changed its focus away from analyzing the 
world as it is, and has sought to project the world with its policy 
preferences in mind. If confirmed, how will you work with the IEA 
to get the agency back to providing unbiased analysis? 

Mr. EISNER. Thank you, Senator, for that very important ques-
tion. I enjoyed serving as a keynote speaker at the Rockies Petro-
leum Conference with you last year in Laramie, Wyoming. I think 
that the key to effective advocacy and effective diplomacy really is 
leadership and good data, and I very much look forward to—having 
had much experience in my career working with heads of state, 
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government ministers, and diplomats—I feel like I can be a very 
effective advocate of the U.S. position and the President’s energy 
agenda in all of the bilateral and multilateral forums that I will 
have the honor, if I am confirmed, to participate in. 

Senator BARRASSO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Daines. 
Senator DAINES. Chairman Lee, thank you. Congratulations to 

the nominees for considering these important roles. I also want to 
invite each of you to come visit Montana. The rest of the world is 
coming to see us, you might as well join the rest of the world and 
enjoy the great outdoors we have there in our great state. 

Mr. Erdos, in 2020, you were reported out of this Committee 
unanimously and similarly confirmed by the Senate by voice vote, 
and it’s our aspiration and goal that we can do it again this time 
around. Unfortunately, under the Biden administration, the Office 
of Surface Mining refused to grant permits for three Montana coal 
mines. Thankfully, the Trump administration has reversed course 
and has now approved the Bull Mountains mine permit and the 
Spring Creek mine permit, and we expect to have a permit for the 
Rosebud coal mine very soon. Further, on the Fourth of July, Presi-
dent Trump signed the One Big Beautiful Bill into law to specifi-
cally authorize coal mining at the Bull Mountains mine. I want to 
thank the Chairman of the Committee for fighting for that impor-
tant outcome and win in that piece of legislation. This was a big 
win for a lot of hardworking folks in Montana and for these rural 
Montana communities that don’t have the elaborate lifestyle that 
you see on the show Yellowstone. More of Montana is struggling 
day in and day out to pay the bills every month. 

Mr. Erdos, when confirmed, will you prioritize reviewing and 
completing mining permits and implementing the new coal provi-
sions signed into law in the Big Beautiful Bill? 

Mr. ERDOS. Yes, certainly, Senator, and thank you for the ques-
tion. You and I actually talked about those permits a few years 
ago, and obviously, OSM and BLM have got those through the sys-
tem relative to NEPA reviews and finalized those, so that’s great. 
Certainly, yes, I think provisions in the Big Beautiful Bill, there 
are some in there—the leasing part is not OSM, that’s BLM, so we 
don’t lease coal, but BLM does, but as far as the other provisions, 
royalties—that’s a big deal—12-and-a-half to 7 percent. So you 
have a coal operator out there that looks at 20 million tons of coal, 
and at 12-and-a-half percent, the numbers don’t work. But he looks 
at it at 7 percent, and the numbers do work. So you mine that 20 
million tons of coal at 7 percent, you have those revenues coming 
back into the country. So at 12-and-a-half, you get zero revenue. 
And at seven percent, whatever that number is, you have coming 
into the country. 

So I am excited about that. I think it will actually incentivize the 
industry to buy more coal and provide more revenue for the coun-
try. 

Senator DAINES. Right, well the revenue piece is so important, 
but I will tell you, we need more baseload power. We need more 
energy. I mean, this is—— 

Mr. ERDOS. Absolutely. 
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Senator DAINES. This is an existential threat to the future in 
terms of our competitiveness and so forth as we think about where 
we are headed here in the next several years. 

By the way, Mr. Erdos, Montana recently passed House bill 587 
to update our mine reclamation laws. It’s my understanding that 
the Office of Surface Mining now needs to approve those updates, 
and that mines in Montana need that approval immediately. Will 
you ensure that these approvals aren’t held up by bureaucracy and 
are issued without delay? 

Mr. ERDOS. Absolutely, yes. I spoke to this earlier in regard to 
program amendments. It’s an issue. I understand it’s an issue at 
OSM. We will work on that right away and make sure that those 
move through the system as they should. 

Senator DAINES. Thank you. 
Mr. ERDOS. So the short answer is yes. 
Senator DAINES. Appreciate that. 
Mr. Eisner, as Assistant Secretary for International Affairs, your 

role will be to advocate for U.S. energy dominance around the 
globe. We have a very important mine in Montana called the Still-
water Mine. It’s one of the only primary producers of platinum and 
palladium in the United States—in fact, it is the only—just on a 
very short list of a few around the world that do such. We have 
already lost hundreds of jobs because of Russian dumping. We 
must reverse this course. 

Mr. Eisner, when confirmed, will you advocate for the Stillwater 
Mines and their employees—some 700 employees were laid off re-
cently—and work with your colleagues throughout the administra-
tion to take action against unfair Russian trade practices? 

Mr. EISNER. Thank you for that question, Senator Daines. 
I feel like one of my primary responsibilities as the Assistant 

Secretary for International Affairs will be to advocate for American 
energy and American critical minerals, both in bilateral as well as 
multilateral organizations, and I don’t know the specifics about 
Stillwater or what the priorities of the Department and Secretary 
Wright are at this point, but I will always defend and advocate for 
America’s product, and I will always advocate against unfair trade 
practices, should they exist with the Russians or with anyone else. 

Senator DAINES. Mr. Eisner, thank you. 
One final follow-up question, and I am out of time. I want to 

bring up the—this is getting into the weeds here in Montana—it’s 
just probably one you can take notes on and follow up, but it’s the 
Montana Alberta Tie Line. It is a vital interconnector that allows 
for energy exports into the Canadian marketplace. Unfortunately, 
Alberta has levied a number of rules and regulations that discrimi-
nate against Montana electricity producers and ultimately under-
mines the stability of our grid. As you know, managing a grid is 
very, very dynamic and very important. You have maximum flexi-
bility. This is a problem. 

When confirmed, would you commit to working with the relevant 
agency partners to ensure that our Montana energy producers op-
erate on a level playing field in the Canadian markets? 

Mr. EISNER. Senator, as you know, a centerpiece of the Presi-
dent’s economic agenda is the creation of a level playing field for 
U.S. exports around the world. And so, I have no doubt that a situ-
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ation as you have described would be something that I would be 
eager to take a look at very early on in my tenure, should I be con-
firmed by the Senate. 

Senator DAINES. Mr. Eisner, thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Heinrich. 
Senator HEINRICH. We had a little bit of a discussion around in-

candescent and solid-state lighting earlier. So I thought I would 
take the opportunity to give some credit where credit is due. Our 
national labs are the envy of the world, and Sandia National Lab, 
in particular, played a key role in the creation of solid-state light-
ing. So I pulled up some numbers off the internet from the Depart-
ment of Energy and some other think tanks that have analyzed the 
benefits of that, and I thought it was interesting that the cost to 
run a LED light bulb for 1,000 hours is $1.32, and the cost to run 
an incandescent light bulb for the same amount of hours is $6.60. 
So there is actually an 80 percent savings over that first thousand 
hours. 

The other interesting statistic that I was able to pull up is that 
most incandescent light bulbs burn out after 1,000 hours. I can tell 
you, with my old pick-up truck, this happens to the brake lights all 
the time. It’s a pain in the something. And so, when you replace 
that incandescent with a LED, you actually get 25 times the life, 
and we have our national labs to thank for that. 

Mr. Erdos, I wanted to ask you a particular tribal question. The 
Office of Surface Mining is responsible for permitting oversight for 
all coal mines on tribal lands, and that includes four sites right 
now on the Navajo Nation. So when we are talking about oper-
ations on tribal land, consultation is a legal requirement. It’s not, 
in my view, adequate. So I wanted to ask you, if confirmed, would 
you not just engage in consultation, but really engage in active col-
laboration with the Navajo Nation and Navajo communities when 
making decisions about mine operations and reclamations on Nav-
ajo Nation land? 

Mr. ERDOS. Yes, absolutely, Senator. I am certainly committed to 
doing that. As I said before, earlier, if you aren’t communicating, 
you’re not moving forward. So I look forward to doing that, actu-
ally. 

Senator HEINRICH. Do you have some experience working with 
tribal governments? 

Mr. ERDOS. I did back when I was here the previous time, yes. 
Senator HEINRICH. Great. I look forward to engaging with you on 

that as well. I think it’s really important for your success as well 
as for those communities. 

Ms. Robertson, I wanted to ask you about something that has 
been raised to me, and I wanted to give you a chance to speak to 
it, that Franklin has had a number of both Clean Air Act violations 
and spills in the State of New Mexico, several dozen spills, in fact. 
And what would you just say to my constituents that are concerned 
about that record in the Permian? 

Ms. ROBERTSON. Senator Heinrich, happy to speak to that. 
Franklin Mountain Energy is now sold. But we built this company 
from a few barrels a day to over 65,000 barrels of day of oil produc-
tion. Growing an organization from raw BLM leases in Southeast 
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New Mexico to running five rigs at one time is a massive, 24/7 
manufacturing operation for which our team has an outstanding 
safety record and an outstanding EPA air quality record. We did 
have a number of violations that were cited. The vast majority of 
those were remedied within a day or two. The majority of those 
issues came from third-party equipment that was on our facilities. 

We take great pride in both building and operating some of the 
most remarkable oil and gas facilities in the United States and in 
the great State of New Mexico. So I guess having spills is part of 
running a big, complicated business. There is not an oil and gas 
company that can move the amount of fluid, gas, and people that 
we do without having an occasional spill, but our record within the 
community is outstanding and I am very proud of them. 

Senator HEINRICH. I appreciate your response to that. I think 
that while these impacts are a reality, they also have very real im-
pacts on my constituents. And so, I think the goal, as challenging 
as it is, should be zero. But I appreciate your focus on that and 
your response to those questions. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. 
I want to thank the witnesses for their testimony and I want to 

thank all the Senators for their cooperation this morning. 
Questions for the record of this hearing will be due by 6:00 p.m. 

tomorrow, Thursday, the 10th of July. 
The record of the hearing will remain open for statements until 

6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 16. 
Thanks to the members of the Committee and the staff for get-

ting this put together. 
On behalf of the Committee, I am pleased to congratulate each 

and every one of you on your nomination. I look forward to working 
closely with each of you and helping to get your nominations ad-
vanced to the floor. I hope every member of the Committee is will-
ing to work with me to encourage leadership on both sides of the 
aisle to bring these nominations to the floor as soon as possible. 

Today’s hearing is adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 11:24 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 
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