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THE LEGAL BASIS FOR ACTION AGAINST
VENEZUELAN DRUG TRAFFICKERS

Wednesday, March 18, 2026
HoOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Washington, DC

The Subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:10 p.m., in Room
2141, Rayburn House Office Building, the Hon. Jefferson Van Drew
[Chair of the Subcommittee] presiding.

Present: Representatives Van Drew, Onder, Schmidt, Gill, Crock-
ett, Raskin, and Johnson.

Mr. VAN DREW. The Subcommittee will now come to order. With-
out objection, the Chair is authorized to declare a recess at any
time.

We welcome everyone to today’s hearing on the legal basis for ac-
tion against Venezuelan drug traffickers.

I now recognize the gentleman from Kansas, who will lead us in
the pledge, and then we will have a moment of silence for all our
troops, including the airmen that were killed in Iragq.

Please rise.

ALL. I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of Amer-
ica, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Mr. VAN DREW. Please remain standing for a moment of silence.

[Moment of silence.]

Mr. VaN DREw. I will now recognize myself for an opening state-
ment.

I want to welcome everyone to the hearing of the Subcommittee
on Oversight. Today we’re going to examine the legal authority and
the national security interests that supported the United States’
successful operation to apprehend the indicted narcoterrorist, Nico-
las Maduro.

For decades, Nicolas Maduro and the senior officials in his re-
gime worked with some of the world’s most violent narcotics traf-
fickers to flood our United States of America with dangerous drugs.

Let’s be clear about what this was. Maduro directed a narcoter-
rorism enterprise that trafficked thousands of tons of cocaine into
the United States of America.
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This enriched his regime, it empowered criminal cartels, and it
poisoned communities across our country. These are our children,
our families, our brothers, our sisters, and our aunts and uncles.

I say that during a lot of these hearings because I want people
to feel it and realize it and understand, this is not just some vague
notion or concept or philosophy. These are real people whose lives
are destroyed forever.

It wasn’t just corruption, and it wasn’t just politics. It was orga-
nized crime at the highest level of government.

In 2020, the Department of Justice unsealed an indictment
charging Maduro with multiple Federal crimes, including drug traf-
ficking and narcoterrorism.

For years, Maduro evaded justice. He hid behind a fortified re-
gime protected by armed loyalists and foreign security forces.

On January 3, 2026, that changed. The President authorized a
targeted operation to capture Maduro and bring him to the United
States of America to face true justice.

The U.S. law enforcement, intelligence agencies, and military
personnel spent months gathering intelligence and coordinating the
operation, code named Absolute Resolve.

During a very precise nighttime raid in Caracas, U.S. Forces ex-
tracted Maduro and his wife from a military compound and trans-
ported them to the United States of America. Days later, the couple
was arraigned in Federal court in New York on these serious
charges.

Now, some critics have tried to find fault with this operation.
They’ve tried to frame it as an operation as something that it was
not.

Let me once again be clear. This mission was not an invasion.
This mission was not war. This mission was not regime change.
This mission always was a law enforcement operation to apprehend
indicted fugitives who spent decades orchestrating criminal activity
that harmed our American people.

The Constitution clearly grants the President broad authority to
conduct such operations. Article II authority, the President serves
as the Commander in Chief and as the Chief Executive responsible
for faithfully executing the laws of the United States.

When American law enforcement could not safely breach a for-
tified compound controlled by an indicted narcoterrorist, the Presi-
dent had the authority to deploy military force to support the ar-
rest operation.

History supports this type of action. Presidents from both sides
of the aisle have authorized U.S. forces to operate to confront crimi-
nal regimes, protect American interests, and bring dangerous
criminals to justice. That’s exactly what happened.

In the months leading to Maduro’s capture, the United States
also conducted decisive marine operations to disrupt drug smug-
gling networks operating near Venezuela. The U.S. forces carried
out targeted strikes on vessels transporting narcotics through the
Caribbean and the Eastern Pacific.

These operations dismantled cartel logistics networks and cutoff
funding streams that supported drug trafficking and terrorism.

At the same time, the United States seized sanctioned oil tankers
and imposed a maritime blockade on vessels supporting Ven-
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ezuela’s shadow, illegal—often illegal—oil trade. Those actions
mattered.

They weakened the financial lifeline that allowed Maduro’s re-
gime to operate with impunity. Together these efforts restored de-
terrence in the region and helped protect the American homeland
from transnational threats and criminals.

You know what? As an aside, the Venezuelan people are so sub-
ject to this reign of terror, so many of them, the vast majority of
them, don’t want to suffer through this, but they’re forced to.

Quite frankly, in Venezuela they don’t have the Second Amend-
ment, and for them to try to oppose the administration, they're lit-
erally there with rakes, shovels, and baseball bats. That just
doesn’t work. These poor people have been terrorized and destroyed
themselves.

Maduro’s arrest weakened the influence of hostile actors who
used his regime as a foothold in the Western Hemisphere. Who
were they? Iranian operatives. Who were they? Hezbollah
operatives, Chinese operatives, transnational criminal organiza-
tions, really bad, evil folks. All of them exploited Maduro’s govern-
ment to expand their operations around the world.

By dismantling this regime’s leadership, the United States took
a major step, a major step toward restoring stability and security
in our hemisphere of the world.

Critics have claimed the President’s actions were unlawful, but
both domestic and international law supports them in what they
did.

The United States acted to enforce U.S. criminal law to protect
American citizens, to dismantle a narcoterrorist network respon-
sible for enormous, unspeakable, and destructive harm.

Ultimately, the operations in and around Venezuela sent a very,
very clear message: Those who traffic drugs enable terrorism and
undermine democracy, and they cannot hide behind corrupt re-
gimes forever, not in Venezuela and, hope to God, someday not
anywhere.

The United States will pursue justice wherever those criminals
attempt to hide. Successful operation of Operation Absolute Resolve
proves exactly that.

We literally will save lives and families because of the work that
was done there. It’s really tangible. It’s real. It makes a difference.

I thank all the witnesses for being here today on both sides of
this issue. We look forward to hearing from you. Once again, I
thank you.

I am now going to recognize the Ranking Member, Ms. Crockett,
for an opening statement.

Ms. CROCKETT. Thank you so much, Mr. Chair.

Thank you to the witnesses for being here. It seems like we have
a lot of students. Otherwise, you have real young faces in here. I
want to thank each and every one of you for being here today.

Unfortunately, this is a conversation I never thought we should
have and so let’s get into it.

The so-called “President of peace” has spent all his time in office
dragging the United States into conflict all over the world. He’s
threatened our closest allies. He started another unauthorized re-
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gime change war in the Middle East. In this instance, he invaded
a sovereign Nation and kidnapped its leader.

Now, I don’t want you to get it twisted and believe for any reason
that I think Maduro is a saint. There are processes.

A lot of Republicans in Congress and on this Committee will
argue that Trump’s attacks on Venezuela will be for the good of the
Venezuelan people, as the Chair has laid out.

Let me be clear, Donald Trump does not care about the Ven-
ezuelan people and let me give you the receipts on how I know.

He said that Venezuelans were invading the United States. He
terminated the protected status of more than 350,000 Venezuelans.
He deported Venezuelans to El Salvador’s terrorist prison even
though many of them had no criminal record.

This was never about helping the Venezuelan people. Donald
Trump does not care about Venezuelans at all.

To be clear, there is no legal basis for the U.S. Government to
invade a sovereign country and kidnap its leader. There is no legal
basis for recklessly bombing people who pose no immediate threat
to the United States.

The exact language that I believe the Chair used was that this
was a precise operation. I don’t know if his definition of “precise”
includes the fact that there were at least 40 civilians killed in this
operation in Venezuela, and there was a total of 83 persons that
were killed during this invasion.

Donald Trump’s unlawful military action in Venezuela was never
about stopping illicit drugs from entering the United States. Ac-
cording to the DEA’s National Drug Threat Assessment, Venezuela
has little to no role in smuggling illicit fentanyl into the United
States.

In fact, DEA has never listed Venezuela as a fentanyl source or
transit country. Coast Guard and military data do not show any
fentanyl coming from Venezuelan-linked maritime routes.

It’s interesting because the last thing that I remember hearing
about is that the President decided not to consult with Congress
before going into Venezuela, but to consult with oil corporate execu-
tives. I'll just put that out there.

Donald Trump, he also pardoned former Honduran President
Juan Hernandez who was found guilty in a court of law in these
United States of trafficking more than 400 tons of cocaine into the
United States, which is double the amount of cocaine that Trump’s
own State Department estimates was trafficked through the entire
country of Venezuela.

International drug traffickers love Donald Trump because they
know that even if they are arrested, it’s easy enough to get a par-
don from him.

The data shows that Donald Trump is one of the most prodrug
trafficking Presidents in modern-day history. Since he took office,
prosecutions for drug trafficking have fallen to the lowest levels in
decades, because the agents tasked with going after drug cartels
have either been fired or forced to start raiding your local Home
Depot; or illegally breaking into the homes of American citizens; or
monitoring community schools and churches so that the govern-
ment can disappear entire families.
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It was never about protecting Americans. It was never about
bringing democracy to Venezuela. It was never about stopping il-
licit drugs from entering the country. Like everything else this ad-
ministration does, it was about corruption.

The President told oil executives about the planned attack days
before it happened. Trump then promised that oil companies would
be fully reimbursed by American taxpayers for any investments
they make in Venezuela.

Once the President illegally took control over Venezuela’s oil re-
serves, the first sale went to the company of a man who donated
$6 million to Trump’s campaign.

This is why the President attacked Venezuela. This was about
greed. This was about controlling their oil, so that the oil execu-
tives who donated to his campaign can make even more money.

Not only was this illegal and corrupt, it’s also extremely expen-
sive for U.S. taxpayers. The operation to capture Maduro cost tax-
payers at least $3 billion, and it is now costing taxpayers hundreds
of millions of dollars to maintain the oil tankers that the U.S. Gov-
ernment has seized.

As a Texan, let me tell you, this is not helping those in my State
that engage in oil work.

This erratic and illegal foreign policy is now responsible for the
deaths of 13 U.S. servicemembers and has made the Republican-
caused economic crisis even worse.

The final point that I'll make is that, especially as we have young
people here, there’s a lot that we can learn from our youth. I re-
member as a little girl being told things like “Two wrongs don’t
make a right.”

It is very clear that Maduro is a wrong guy, and he may have
even been illegally in power. The idea that you would meet ille-
gality with further illegality does not necessarily make it right.

As someone who is trained in the law, as someone who still re-
spects the law, as someone who believes that law and order should
matter in this country—I can’t speak for others—it is a shame that
we do not have enough people that understand the Constitution
that are serving in the Congress and decide that they want to
stand up and protect Americans as we have a lawless, 34 count
convicted felon that is continuing to engage in illegal actions that
are harming both us here domestically as well as Americans and
others abroad.

With that, I will yield.

Mr. VaN DREw. Thank you, Ms. Crockett. I will now recognize
the Ranking Member of the Full Committee, Mr. Raskin.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Chair, thank you very much. Thanks to the wit-
nesses for joining us today.

Since the summer, the administration has launched more than
40 strikes on alleged drug boats in international waters, mostly in
the Caribbean, killing at least 157 people. This is without any dec-
laration of war.

I am also moved, like Ms. Crockett, by all the young people here
today.

I just want to remind you to read your Constitution, because in
Article I, Section 8, Clause 11, it gives Congress the power to de-
clare war.
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The Founders of our country were so adamant about this. James
Madison wrote a letter from Thomas Jefferson specifically on the
subject, saying the kings were constantly plunging their countries
into wars of conceit and vanity, imperial avarice, and corruption,
and it had to be the representatives of the people who decide to go
to war, and not one guy.

Today, not Donald Trump, not J.D. Vance, or not Tulsi Gabbard,
it’s got to be the representatives of the people. As with what’s tak-
ing place in Iran today, there is no declaration of war.

As I survey the wreckage of this administration’s drug enforce-
ment policy, I'm reminded of what Talleyrand said about Napoleon
who murdered one of his cousins. He said, “This is worse than a
crime, it’s a mistake.”

What has taken place with these lethal strikes on drug boats is
both a crime—murder—plain and simple—but it’s also a mistake.

The administration has not provided any plausible legal justifica-
tion under domestic or international law for Trump to use the mili-
tary to kill anyone that he unilaterally deems to be a terrorist.

If these people were on U.S. soil, they would be arrested based
on probable cause, if it existed. They’d be indicted. They’d be tried
in court. Then, they’d be convicted by a jury of their peers or they’'d
be acquitted.

Donald Trump knows something about the criminal justice proc-
ess. He demanded every right in the arsenal of due process rights
we have, and well he should have when he was convicted on 36 dif-
ferent counts of felony fraud.

He had the right to counsel. He had the right to present evi-
dence. He had the right to cross-examine. He had the right to be
indicted and the right to a jury of his peers deciding the case.

Even out at sea, our Coast Guard knows how to interdict a ship
and take sailors into custody.

In America, we arrest and we prosecute people who commit
crimes. We don’t blow them out of the water with a Hellfire mis-
sile.

These boat strikes are also, though, spectacular and costly mis-
takes, obviously a made-for-TikTok distraction, covering up the
completely ineffectual drug policies of the administration, and then,
in a self-defeating way, preventing us from focusing on what really
works in fighting drugs.

Under the Biden Administration, the U.S. saw the largest drop
in opioid and fentanyl overdose deaths in history, from 80,000 in
2023 to 54,000 in 2024. Again, the huge numbers of people, but
still moving things in the right direction.

In West Virginia, opioid deaths declined by 46 percent; in Wis-
consin by 44 percent. Things were moving in the right direction.

President Trump appears to be doing everything in his power to
reverse this progress with his characteristic recklessness and bra-
vado.

Just a few months ago, he slashed staffing at the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration by 50 percent.
He terminated $1.7 billion in block grants for mental health serv-
ices for State health departments. He cut $350 million in addiction
and overdose prevention funding in 2025.
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It’s already way underfunded, but he’s been slashing away at the
money that’s actually there.

His One Big Ugly Bill cut tens of billions of dollars out of Med-
icaid, which provides health coverage to nearly half of adults in
America who have an opioid-use disorder.

We are not going to be able to treat addiction to opioids and the
crisis we have in overdoses by blowing up boats in the middle of
the ocean. We've got to treat the people who are suffering from
these addictions.

Mr. Chair, it’s not a video game, it’s a national public health and
medical emergency, and we're not going to be able to bomb our way
out of a fentanyl crisis.

More than 5,000 FBI and DEA agents have been reassigned from
combating drug cartels, actually fighting drug cartels, to immigra-
tion enforcement to meet Stephen Miller’s immigration quotas.

Last year, Attorney General Bondi terminated the Department of
Justice’s Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Forces, a long-
standing strike force created by Ronald Reagan, which allowed
DOJ to coordinate with agencies investigating cartels and inter-
national criminal networks.

Over the last four decades, these task forces conducted more
than 37,000 investigations of overseas criminal drug and traf-
ficking enterprises, leading to the conviction of over 321,000 de-
fendants and we'’re dismantling it.

Our witness today, Thomas Padden, is the former Acting Direc-
tor of the Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force. As
a nonpartisan law enforcement professional Mr. Padden can testify
to what was the efficacy and utility of this task force when it comes
to dismantling drug trafficking networks, and he can explain just
how dangerous the elimination of these tools will be and already
has been for our country.

The Trump Administration claims it launched these deadly boat
strikes because the Maduro regime was bringing cocaine into the
United States and Trump is a tough and determined fighter of co-
caine.

Check this out. Just last year, President Trump pardoned Juan
Orlando Hernandez, the convicted mega cocaine trafficker and dis-
graced former President of the country of Honduras.

Hernandez turned Honduras into a full blown narco State and
used his Presidency to operate one of the largest and most violent
drug trafficking conspiracies on Earth.

When asked why Trump would pardon a narcotrafficker respon-
sible for shipping 400 tons of cocaine—that’s more than 800,000
pounds of cocaine, someone will correct my math if I'm wrong on
that—800,000 pounds of cocaine into our country, President Trump
responded that the decade-long criminal investigation into Her-
nandez was, quote, “nothing more than a Biden set-up” which is a
remarkable claim, given that it was Trump’s own former defense
attorney and former DOJ senior official and now handpicked Fed-
eral Judge Emil Bove who built the case against Hernandez and
his family during Trump’s first term.

Hernandez is a coke smuggler and dealer who was taped saying:
“We're going to shove the drugs up the noses of the gringos.”
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He had apparently other connections to the Trump family and
the Trump White House, and he was able to get his pardon.

If you think that was unusual, check out Trump’s pardon of Ross
Ulbricht, the founder of Silk Road, a website that facilitated more
than 1.5 million narcotics transactions.

Prosecutors described Ulbricht as the kingpin of a worldwide dig-
ital drug-trafficking enterprise for his role in operating the crypto-
powered online black market which facilitated the sale not just of
cocaine, but heroin and fentanyl and other deadly drugs.

Well, this drug kingpin-friendly administration has cut health-
care funding for Americans who are suffering from opioid use dis-
order, they've pardoned narcotraffickers, and they've dismantled
the law enforcement apparatus that actually combats drug traf-
ficking and international crime. Federal drug prosecutions dropped
by 10 percent last year.

This new “shoot first, ask questions later” approach to the war
on drugs has not substantially stopped drugs from coming into the
country in any way. For decades, the Coast Guard stopped the
same boats we’re blowing up now.

We have not stopped any fentanyl from coming into the United
States, the drug primarily responsible for killing Americans, since
Venezuela does not produce or export any substantial amount of
fentanyl. They changed the subject and started talking about co-
caine.

These strikes fundamentally weaken our ability to bring cases
against drug kingpins or the networks that actually sent these
drugs since we’re blowing up the lower-level witnesses that we
need to indict and prosecute higher-level operators.

Well, it’s not just the pardons that make no sense. ICE’s obses-
sion with meeting Miller’s deportation targets has led them to de-
tain individuals who should be standing trial for their drug of-
fenses.

In a number of cases, State drug cases have been delayed or even
dismissed altogether where defendants detained by ICE have failed
to appear in court.

One judge was forced to dismiss a case against a person working
with the Sinaloa drug cartel because he was in ICE custody instead
and was deported.

If they’'ve committed crimes here, they should be prosecuted here,
and they should be sentenced and fined here.

The billions of dollars these unlawful and ineffective executions
cost could be used to save American lives. We should fully restore
mental health service funding. We could support rural hospitals
that are on the front line of this addiction crisis. We could be inves-
tigating real drug traffickers and prosecuting more drug cases.

The Secretary of War Hegseth needs his clicks, and so we con-
tinue bumbling down this reckless, inexplicable, and counter-
productive path. It’s not just a crime. It’s a mistake.

I yield back to you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. VAN DREw. I thank the Ranking Member. Without objection,
all the opening statements will be included in the record. We will
now introduce today’s witnesses.



9

Professor Josh Blackman. Mr. Blackman is a Professor of Law
and the Centennial Chair of Constitutional Law at the South Texas
College of Law, Houston, Texas.

His research focuses on constitutional law, the intersection of law
and technology, and the U.S. Supreme Court.

Mr. Franklin Camargo. Did I pronounce that correctly? Good.

Mr. Camargo is a political commentator. He fled Venezuela after
the Maduro regime accused him of terrorism, they accused him of
terrorism, for advocating for political liberty and capitalism. He
was granted political asylum by the United States in 2019.

I know we can’t make the whole world run right, and I know we
can’t change all the regimes, but Venezuela was a cruel and hor-
rible place, and so many people were mistreated and hurt there.

Ms. Gina D’Andrea. Ms. D’Andrea is the General Counsel for the
America First Policy Institute. She previously was a Deputy Gen-
eral Counsel and a litigation attorney for the AFPI.

Mr. Thomas Padden. Mr. Padden previously served as the Acting
Director of the Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force
from June 2008-March 2025. He served as the Deputy Director of
the task force.

We're going to begin by swearing you all in. Would you please
rise, and once you’ve risen, please raise your right hand.

Do you swear or affirm under the penalty of perjury that the tes-
timony you are about to give is true and correct according to the
best of your knowledge, information, and belief, so help you God?

Thank you. You may sit down.

Let the record reflect that the witnesses have answered in the
affirmative.

Please know that your written testimony will be entered into the
record in its entirety, all of it. Accordingly, we ask that you sum-
marize your testimony to five minutes.

Professor Blackman, we are going to start with you. The floor is
yours.

STATEMENT OF JOSHUA BLACKMAN

Mr. BLACKMAN. Thank you. Chair Van Drew, Ranking Member
Crockett, and Ranking Member Raskin, thank you for inviting me
to testify.

My name is Josh Blackman, and I hold the Centennial Chair of
Constitutional Law at the South Texas College of Law, Houston.

I'm grateful this hearing was titled at a broad level of generality:
“The Legal Basis for Action Against Venezuelan Drug Traffickers.”
This hearing is not about a series of isolated events, such as boat
strikes in the Caribbean or the arrest of Nicolas Maduro. Rather,
over the course of six years, the first and second Trump Adminis-
trations took a series of escalating actions against Venezuelan drug
traffickers, culminating in Operation Absolute Resolve on January
3, 2026.

The legal basis for the boat strikes and Maduro’s arrest must be
understood in the context of all that came before. In my brief testi-
mony, I want to offer a bird’s-eye view of the actions taken.

First, on March 26, 2020, the U.S. Attorney for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York unsealed a criminal indictment against Maduro
on charges of narcoterrorism.
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Second, on January 20, 2025, President Trump designated Tren
de Aragua (TDA), as a foreign terrorist organization (FTO).

Third, the event occurred on March 15, 2025. President Trump
invoked the Alien Enemies Act of 1798 regarding TDA. The procla-
mation stated that Maduro “maintains close ties to regime-spon-
sored narcoterrorists,” including TDA. The President used this
proclamation to remove alleged TDA members.

However, Judge James Boasberg ordered the plane to turn
around over international waters, and to this day, the Federal
court is still considering whether President Trump properly in-
voked the Alien Enemies Act. This statute had been in the books
since John Adams was President.

Fourth, the event occurred on March 24, 2025. President Trump
imposed emergency tariffs on Venezuelan oil. The Executive Order
found that the Maduro regime “continues to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy of
the United States.”

Fifth, on July 17, 2025, the Treasury Department imposed sanc-
tions on top leaders of TDA. At the time Secretary of State Marco
Rubio announced that “Maduro, currently indicted by our Nation,
has corrupted Venezuela’s institutions to assist the cartel’s crimi-
nal narcotrafficking scheme into the United States.”

Sixth, according to press reports, by August 2025, President
Trump had directed the Pentagon to use military forces against
TDA. Throughout August there was a major buildup of Naval force
in the Caribbean.

Seventh, on September 2, 2025, President Trump announced
that, quote, “U.S. military forces conducted a kinetic strike against
a TDA boat in international waters,” which was “operating under
the control of Nicolas Maduro.”

President Trump sent a letter to Congress and said the strike
was justified as, quote, “self-defense of the United States.”

To date, the military has struck approximately 45 vessels.

Eighth, in October, Pentagon officials and the head of the Office
of Legal Counsel briefed Members of Congress—maybe even some
of you—about the legal basis of boat strikes.

The opinion was based on the premise that the President could
determine that the United States is in a formal armed conflict with
narcoterrorist drug cartels. This opinion has not been made public
and I haven't seen it.

On November 6, 2025, the Senate voted on a war powers resolu-
tion that would have terminated hostilities against Venezuela.
That resolution did not pass.

Ninth, on December 10, 2025, the United States seized an oil
tanker off the coast of Venezuela.

Tenth, on December 23, 2025, the Office of Legal Counsel signed
a 22-page opinion, concluding that the “President may lawfully
order military personnel to assist law enforcement in removing
Maduro from Venezuela.”

That opinion has been released and I'm happy to discuss it with
you later today.

Eleventh, on January 3, 2026, the United States executed the
law enforcement operation known as Operation Absolute Resolve.
FBI agents, who were protected by a massive but short-lasting
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military operation, arrested Maduro and his wife. They were re-
turned and extradited to New York City.

The legal issues here are complex and touch on matters of do-
mestic and international law. Difficult decisions were made based
on classified information that is not public, as those legal opinions
have not been released.

My analysis here is necessarily incomplete and speculative. I
don’t have all the facts, and you probably have more facts than I
do.

Finally, it’s useful to remember that these issues are not the sort
that courts will resolve. Rather, these matters fall to the political
branches—the Congress and the President.

I am thankful to be here as Congress performs its im