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NOMINATION OF COLLEEN J. SHOGAN 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2023 

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY

AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, 
Washington, DC. 

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., in room SD– 
562, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Gary Peters, Chairman 
of the Committee, presiding. 

Present: Senators Peters [presiding], Carper, Hassan, Rosen, 
Ossoff, Blumenthal, Paul, Johnson, Scott, Hawley, and Marshall. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR PETERS1 

Chairman PETERS. The Committee will come to order. 
Today we are considering the nomination of Dr. Colleen Shogan 

to be Archivist of the National Archives and Records Administra-
tion. 

The Committee is holding a second hearing on this nomination 
at the request of our minority colleagues, and I hope that my col-
leagues will use this additional opportunity to ask substantive 
questions and evaluate Dr. Shogan’s qualifications both carefully 
and fairly. 

Dr. Shogan, welcome back, congratulations once again on your 
nomination, and thank you for your willingness to serve in this 
very important position. You are exceedingly well-qualified to serve 
as the next Archivist of the United States (AOTUS), and I hope to 
see you confirmed very quickly to this important role. 

Throughout your career, you have served in several nonpartisan 
leadership positions with dedication and integrity, and during last 
year’s nomination hearing, you demonstrated keen judgment, a 
deep understanding of the importance of the Archivist role, and a 
firm commitment to nonpartisanship and transparency. 

Last Congress, some of my colleagues raised concerns about po-
tential partisan bias. However, your extensive track record shows 
these claims to be unfounded. 

This Committee has heard from many individuals and organiza-
tions who attest to Dr. Shogan’s expertise and ability to work in 
a nonpartisan manner. These include the American Political 
Science Association (APSA), the Council of State Archivists (CoSA), 
the American Historical Association (AHA), and other national, 
nonpartisan and nonpolitical organizations who I will say have en-
thusiastically endorsed Dr. Shogan’s nomination. I will enter all of 
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the letters of support into the hearing record, which there are 
many here.1 

Chairman PETERS. The National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration (NARA) is the Federal agency charged with maintaining 
and preserving Presidential and Federal records. Recent events 
have highlighted longstanding issues with Presidential records 
management and classification, and I understand that many of my 
colleagues are eager for more information on these issues. 

But I want to stress that, as you told us in your previous hear-
ing, you are not able to provide details about current investigations 
related to Presidential records because—and this is a good rea-
son—you do not currently work at NARA. Pretty straightforward. 
For my Committee colleagues, this is an area that this Committee 
has been actively engaged in, and it is an area that we will con-
tinue to be engaged in as we continue to examine this issue here 
in Congress. 

Last Congress, I convened a hearing to examine records manage-
ment challenges and potential reforms. Following that hearing, I 
drafted legislation that will strengthen existing laws and mod-
ernize recordkeeping processes. I look forward to working with 
Ranking Member Paul and the other Members of the Committee to 
build on the work from last Congress to advance bipartisan legisla-
tion that will strengthen our records preservation laws. 

Today, I hope to have a constructive dialog about the current 
challenges facing the National Archives and Dr. Shogan, your plans 
for addressing those. 

The National Archives faces large backlogs of public records re-
quests and requests for military personnel records that are essen-
tial, absolutely essential to ensuring veterans and servicemembers 
receive the benefits that they deserve and have earned. 

The Archivist will also be responsible for leading the transition 
to electronic records across the Federal Government. Confirming 
Dr. Shogan as the next Archivist will help the National Archives 
address these challenges. 

Assuring the full and accurate preservation of our nation’s his-
tory is a monumental task and requires an independent, non-
partisan leader dedicated to serving the American public. I am con-
fident that Dr. Shogan is the right choice to serve as the next Na-
tional Archivist. 

Today I look forward to hearing more from you, Dr. Shogan, 
about your experience and qualifications and how you plan to 
serve. Again, thank you for being before us a second time. 

With that, Ranking Member Paul, you are now recognized for 
your opening remarks. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR PAUL2 

Senator PAUL. Thank you and welcome. My wife and I are big 
fans of the National Archives and have been there many times, and 
have always felt like it was an organization that was nonpartisan, 
and I hope it can remain so. 
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Every year, though, tens of thousands of Americans travel to 
their nation’s capital to peacefully stand up for the right to life by 
participating in the March for Life. It is quintessential First 
Amendment activity. 

Just over a month ago though, on January 20th, was the 50th 
anniversary of the March. 

On their way to the march that morning, dozens of marchers de-
cided to stop by the National Archives to see our nation’s founding 
documents, including the Bill of Rights that guarantees their free-
dom to participate in the march they were headed to. Rather than 
being welcomed as more than a million other visitors are each year, 
these marchers, many of whom were school-aged children, were 
met by hostility by the Archives and forced to cover up or remove 
any pro-life messages. This has actually been directly decided by 
the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) as far as wear-
ing T-shirts that either criticize a President or go against a polit-
ical candidate, but it is actually protected speech, even in our 
schools, where you cannot for a student to cover up their shirt, and 
yet at the Archives they were forced to cover their shirts. 

In one example of many from that day, one young woman stand-
ing mere feet from the original Bill of Rights was told to cover her 
shirt, and her shirt read ‘‘Life is a HUMAN RIGHT.’’ 

You heard that right. The guards charged with protecting the 
very parchment our Bill of Rights is written on repeatedly violated 
the First Amendment rights of marchers in the presence of the ac-
tual First Amendment. It is hard to imagine a more offensive way 
to violate their freedom of speech. 

While I understand some action has been taken, a more serious 
investigation is necessary. This is especially true because similar 
violations occurred at the Air and Space Museum that day as well. 

This is deeply disturbing that this would happen. Nothing like 
this can ever happen again, and we must understand who ordered 
it or tolerated it, and the culture that enabled this to happen. 

Lest anyone think I am being partisan about this, while I know 
of no similar violations of speech of those on the political left, I 
would have exactly the same position. If someone said they disliked 
Rand Paul and he was a terrible Senator, they have to right to 
wear that T-shirt. 

Beyond the Museum, the Archives is responsible for preserving 
Executive Branch documents, and that mission has not been with-
out controversy either. Federal records law should be a strictly 
nonpartisan affair. 

Unfortunately, the difference in how the Archives appears to 
have handled the disputes over documents held by former Presi-
dent Trump and Vice President Pence, and President Biden on the 
other hand, raises questions about the impartiality of the agency. 
Specifically, the agency seems to have aggressively publicized the 
search for documents at President Trump and Vice President 
Pence’s residences, but tried to keep quiet about the documents 
President Biden kept in at least three locations. While I think the 
larger issue here is really that too many things are classified, and 
that is something that you can have some effect on older docu-
ments and whether they remain classified, we really have to get 
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over this. Everything is classified. In fact, it makes oversight of 
government worse. 

But even if it is classified, the rules need to be the same for both 
parties, and it looks as if there was a great deal of activity going 
after the Republicans and not so much for the Democrats. It was 
basically tea and crumpets for Biden, and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) and drawing guns for Trump. It did not seem 
really appropriate to many of us. 

In another document management matter, the Archives inves-
tigated allegations that the National Institute of Health (NIH) im-
properly destroyed key documents related to Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID–19). This is important because we are still struggling 
to get information from the NIH. You would not think that a sci-
entific organization was resisting document disclosure, but they 
are. The conclusion of that investigation seems to be that the Ar-
chives simply accepted NIH’s word that they were not destroying 
records. Well, realize this is coming from an agency that you would 
think would be nonpartisan also, but that is resisting all of our en-
treaties for information. 

I have sent more than a dozen letters to NIH. See, people do not 
know this. I have sent a dozen letters, some of them signed by five 
Senators. The NIH will not give information to the Senate. We 
need somebody in a nonpartisan position to say we have to make 
sure they are not destroying records over there. I have yet to re-
ceive any of the documents requested in those letters. I am hoping 
the Chairman will choose to put some bipartisan heft behind this. 
But this is a real problem that the government is resisting records 
release. I have assured the Chairman that if the shoe was on the 
other foot and there was a Republican administration I will sign 
every document request because there is no government agency 
that should be able to resist the Senate’s request for information. 

Determining whether any documents providing insight into the 
origins of COVID, some of these being improperly destroyed, war-
rants more than just a cursory review, and OK, NIH, we are just 
going to take your word for it. 

Today I want to hear what the Archives is going to do to ensure 
that records related to the origins of COVID–19 are properly pre-
served, as well as a commitment to provide us with all documents 
related to the investigation into the origins of COVID. 

Finally, there is a partisan pressure campaign underway to bully 
the Archivist into unilaterally amending the Constitution. Who 
would have ever guessed that somehow the Archivist would be in-
volved with amending the Constitution? Do you think people were 
mad over the Supreme Court deciding versus the public or legisla-
tures, deciding the issue of abortion? Can you imagine if an Archi-
vist who is not thought to be someone elected to any kind of office 
or creating any legislation would somehow be in charge of amend-
ing the Constitution would alarm even the most cautious of folks. 

Congress imposed a deadline of 1982 for 38 States to ratify the 
Equal Right Amendment (ERA), a deadline that was not met. We 
do know the will of Congress on this. Lately, three States have at-
tempted to ratify the amendment notwithstanding the legal dead-
line. However, there also have been five States that have taken 
back and removed their approval of this. When something murky, 
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at best, you would think that Congress would be the arbiter of 
what would happen, or the people at the very least. 

But these activists, who conveniently ignore the five States that 
have withdrawn their ratification, want the Archivist to certify 
adoption of the amendment. To this point the nominee has rightly 
resisted such calls, but we will be looking for reaffirmation of that 
today. 

Thank you, and we welcome your testimony. 
Chairman PETERS. Thank you, Ranking Member Paul. 
It is the practice of the Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs Committee (HSGAC) to swear in witnesses, so if you will 
stand and raise your right hand please. 

Do you swear the testimony you will give before this Committee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you, God? 

Dr. SHOGAN. I do. 
Chairman PETERS. Thank you. You may be seated. 
Today’s nominee is Dr. Colleen Shogan, nominated to be Archi-

vist of the National Archives and Records Administration. Dr. 
Shogan currently serves as Senior Vice President and Director of 
the David M. Rubenstein National Center for White House History 
at the White House Historical Association and as an adjunct lec-
turer at Georgetown University. 

Dr. Shogan also moderates the Emerging Governance Leader 
Seminar at the Aspen Institute, and serves as a Vice Chair of the 
Women’s Suffrage Centennial Commission, the bipartisan commis-
sion designated by Congress to commemorate the 19th Amend-
ment. 

Previously she worked at the Library of Congress for over a dec-
ade in a variety of roles. 

Welcome, Dr. Shogan. You may proceed with your opening re-
marks. 

TESTIMONY OF COLLEEN J. SHOGAN, PH.D.,1 TO BE ARCHI-
VIST OF THE UNITED STATES, NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND 
RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Mr. Ranking Mem-
ber, and thank you distinguished Members of the Committee. Good 
morning. My name is Dr. Colleen Shogan, and my nomination to 
serve as the Eleventh Archivist of the United States is indeed the 
honor of a lifetime. I am likewise humbled by the opportunity to 
serve as the first nominated woman in the role. 

Before I continue, I would like to thank my husband Rob for 
being here today. He has consistently supported my career, and I 
know this will continue if I am confirmed as Archivist. 

In 2021, I was diagnosed with early stage breast cancer. I would 
like to take a moment to acknowledge my family, my close friends, 
my work colleagues, doctors, and nurses. They helped make today 
possible for me, and I am eternally grateful. I am healthy today be-
cause of their efforts. 

I must admit, this setting is quite familiar to me. Over 15 years 
ago, I worked alongside this Committee as a congressional staffer. 
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I never imagined I would be sitting on this side of the dais for a 
confirmation hearing. 

My passion for the American story started in the public high 
school I attended outside Pittsburgh, with engaging teachers who 
taught United States history and government. As a first-generation 
college student in my family, I was fortunate to receive a first-class 
education, which allowed me to explore the development and evo-
lution of American ideas and institutions. 

My reverence for democratic principles, ideals, and governance 
led me to a career that included positions in academia, Federal 
Government service, and nonprofit management. Following my 
service in the Senate, I spent over a decade directly supporting 
Congress as a senior leader at the Congressional Research Service 
(CRS) and the Library of Congress. I also served as the Vice-Chair 
of the Women’s Suffrage Centennial Commission, which commemo-
rated the anniversary of the 19th Amendment without partisan-
ship. These positions, including the one I hold today at the White 
House Historical Association, have instilled in me the tremendous 
value of nonpartisanship and access to trusted sources. I am con-
fident that my years of experience in these unique roles have pre-
pared me well to serve as the Archivist of the United States. 

The National Archives and Records Administration preserves the 
building blocks of our nation’s democracy. NARA does this by ena-
bling access to the government records which tell our national story 
in the words and images of the people who made history. 

This is critical for several reasons. First, it provides citizens with 
answers about family heritage, military service, and governmental 
decisions. Citizen engagement with Archives’ materials online and 
in person through our nationwide system of archival research 
rooms and Presidential libraries is a top priority for NARA. The 
National Archives also provides researchers, historians, genealo-
gists, educators, students, and other stakeholders with trusted in-
formation about our shared past. 

In my own research, I have benefited from examining NARA’s 
records. As a political scientist, I strongly believe that we cannot 
understand our nation’s present condition without a comprehensive 
understanding of the paths that brought us here. Along with our 
other Federal cultural institutions, NARA secures the repository of 
knowledge that enables such understanding, for scholars and citi-
zens alike. 

Additionally, the National Archives provides vital records man-
agement services and guidance to all three branches of the govern-
ment and is leading the governmentwide transition to electronic 
recordkeeping. 

Most importantly, NARA safeguards government records in the 
public trust to enable citizens, such as veterans, to claim their 
rights to hold their government accountable and to participate in 
the civic process. 

If confirmed, I will have many hills to climb in this position. I 
do not assume these challenges lightly. To succeed, we will need to 
find creative ways to become more efficient, to capitalize upon pub-
lic-private partnerships, and to engage previously underserved 
communities in meaningful ways. 
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Of course, NARA must do this as technologies improve at a light-
ning speed. Government is not always considered nimble when it 
comes to innovation, but the National Archives can serve as a lead-
er in its transition to a primarily digital future. This will require 
investing in the Archives’ talented workforce and making smart 
business decisions that will propel NARA forward. 

In a private meditation, Abraham Lincoln likened the principles 
of the Declaration of Independence to the ‘‘apple of gold,’’ a phrase 
contained in the Book of Proverbs. Lincoln knew it was his task to 
move the Nation toward a ‘‘more perfect’’ realization of these prin-
ciples. As the 250th anniversary of our country approaches, that 
hard work continues. If confirmed, I look forward to sharing the 
treasured collection of the National Archives with all Americans. 
Thank you. 

Chairman PETERS. Thank you, Dr. Shogan. 
There are three questions that the Committee asks of every 

nominee, and I am going to ask you to respond briefly to these 
questions with just a simple yes or no. 

First, is there anything you are aware of in your background that 
might present a conflict of interest with the duties of the office to 
which you have been nominated? 

Dr. SHOGAN. No. 
Chairman PETERS. Second, do you know of anything, personal or 

otherwise, that would in any way prevent you from fully and hon-
orably discharging the responsibilities of the office to which you 
have been nominated? 

Dr. SHOGAN. No. 
Chairman PETERS. Last, do you agree without reservation to 

comply with any request or summons to appear and testify before 
any duly constituted committee of Congress if you are confirmed? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Yes. 
Chairman PETERS. Thank you. 
Dr. Shogan, my first question is you are not an archivist, or a 

librarian or a historian. So could you tell the Committee what ex-
perience and skills you are going to be bringing to the role of Archi-
vist of the United States? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for that question. As I 
stated in my opening statement, I bring over 15 years of experience 
in the government sector and in the nonprofit sector and increasing 
positions of importance. I bring management and supervisory skills 
to the table, working in all facets of government, including eight 
years at the Congressional Research Service, four years at the Li-
brary of Congress in senior executive positions, and then for the 
past three years as the Senior Vice President at the nonpartisan, 
nonprofit White House Historical Association. 

I also think I do have a very relevant educational background to 
serve as the Archivist of the United States. I am not a historian. 
I am a political scientist. But my areas of expertise were in Amer-
ican politics, in political philosophy, and in methodology, and I 
have really focused on the intersection of political science and his-
tory. That has been where my work has focused, which gives me 
a very good background in the history of ideas and institutions. 

Last, I would highlight that I have performed many of these 
roles, particularly for the past 15 years, in organizations in which 
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their principles and values, most importantly, were of nonpartisan-
ship. 

Chairman PETERS. Dr. Shogan, the outreach and engagement 
with the public are absolutely essential parts of NARA’s work. If 
confirmed, what are your priorities for educational outreach? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for that question. This 
brings a lot of excitement and energy to me because I think that 
all of our students, all the way from students in elementary school 
all the way to graduate students, my vision, my hope is that they 
will turn to the National Archives first when they are engaging in 
research and exploration related to social studies, to American his-
tory, to civics. 

I know in this country we do have what some people have re-
ferred to as a deficit in a knowledge of American history and in 
civics, and that is improving and is getting better. But the National 
Archives can play a major role in helping to close this deficit. If I 
am confirmed, I look forward to looking to all kinds of third-party 
partnerships that would enable more access, more knowledge to 
students about the treasures. 

There are 205 million records online through the National Ar-
chives in the catalog. That is just amazing. It is the largest online 
archive in the world. It is unbelievable. We need to make sure that 
we are making use of those records, making sure that they are 
available to students. The way we do this is directly to students, 
but it is also through teachers. I would also want to evaluate our 
teacher professional training outreach. I know that this has been 
ongoing at the Archives. I would like to increase that outreach, in-
crease opportunities for professional training for teachers to use 
our records in the classroom, and I would also like to bring back 
in-person training for teachers to the National Archives, if con-
firmed. 

Chairman PETERS. Great. The next question relates to a problem 
that has to be resolved. It is an issue incredibly important to me, 
and I think every Member on this Committee as well. That issue 
is that NARA is currently facing a backlog of over 300,000 requests 
for military service records. 

Now I was glad to see that last week NARA released a plan to 
eliminate the backlog by December of this year—hopefully that will 
be accomplished—but I think I would like to hear, if confirmed, 
what steps you are going to take to ensure that goal is actually 
met. 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you for that question. This issue is of utmost 
importance to me. I come from a family of veterans. My father was 
a veteran. My uncles were veterans, my sister-in-law. It is of ut-
most importance. This goes right to the heart of access. Veterans 
need access to these records so they can claim the benefits that 
they are guaranteed because of their service to this country. 

If I am confirmed as Archivist of the United States I view this 
as being a discrete problem of the first magnitude. I plan to travel 
to the National Personnel Records Center, which is located outside 
of Saint Louis, and be able to view the procedures and processes 
that are in place right now. They are, as you said, Mr. Chairman, 
making good progress, and the goal is to reduce and eliminate that 
backlog by December 2023. But I would want to travel there and 
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see the processes in place, see what else can be done so that we 
can speed up that deadline. 

Chairman PETERS. Great. Dr. Shogan, if confirmed, you are going 
to play a key role in the transition to digital records across the 
scope of the Federal Government. Can you describe your experience 
leading efforts to expand digital resources as well as outreach? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Yes, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for that question. I 
was lucky enough to be very much involved for the very origins of 
digital outreach and transformation at the Library of Congress. I 
was very much involved in the drafting of the first digital strategy 
at the Library of Congress. I would also point to my current posi-
tion. As you know, COVID really removed a lot of in-person inter-
actions after its inception. I think everybody that was working in 
cultural or historical institutions was faced with the prospect of 
having to get their information out in ways that they had never ap-
proached before. 

We were very aggressive in this regard at the White House His-
torical Association. It took a lot of time and effort. But we were 
able to do things such as going to the White House and create a 
very innovative, 360-degree tour of the White House that we were 
able to put online, and we were able to engage with students and 
teachers. We have made use of that 360-degree tour even now that 
people are back in person with COVID, because we know there are 
people that cannot travel to visit the White House. 

I would hope to make creative endeavors like the ones that I 
have done in my previous positions, and to apply those principles 
and strategies to the National Archives, so we could share the Na-
tional Archives with as many Americans as possible, hopefully in 
person but also, of course, through digital means. 

Chairman PETERS. Thank you, Dr. Shogan. Thank you for the 
answers to my questions. 

I now recognize Ranking Member Paul for his questions. 
Senator PAUL. Do you believe that the Archivist has the power 

to certify amendments to the Constitution when there is a dispute 
as to how many States have ratified the amendment? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Mr. Ranking Member. As I understand 
it, the function before the Archivist of the United States is what 
has been described as ministerial in function, so the Archivist pub-
lishes an amendment when it is part of the Constitution, not the 
decider. 

Senator PAUL. Very good, and I think that is exactly right. In 
some ways it would probably be similar to sort of the certification 
of an election. When the Vice President comes in it was thought to 
be ministerial, not that the Vice President had the power to change 
or alter the election. 

Will you allow security at the Archives to force people to cover 
clothing that has political speech on it? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Mr. Ranking Member, for that question. 
Absolutely not. 

Senator PAUL. Will you get to the bottom of how it happened? I 
do not know if this was some rogue person out there doing this or 
if those in charge were encouraging this. But will you promise to 
get to the bottom of it? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Absolutely, Mr. Ranking Member. 
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Senator PAUL. I think one of the things that American people 
hate most about government is when it appears as if justice or the 
adjudication of justice is partial, when Lady Liberty is not blind, 
Lady Justice is not blind, that there are different standards for 
people depending on their party. At least from where I sit, a lot of 
Republicans felt like there was a different standard really in the 
way the FBI treated Donald Trump and Joe Biden. 

The bigger problem, though, I think, is that everything is classi-
fied. We classify everything. The menu at the White House is sup-
posedly classified. We have problems with too much classification. 

But it also makes oversight difficult. For example, a million 
Americans died from COVID. Somewhere between 12, 15, maybe 
18 million people died worldwide from COVID. I cannot get records 
from the NIH because they classify them. I think it was the De-
partment of Health and Human Services (HHS) sent us a 250-page 
document and redacted the whole thing. This is just sort of an in-
sult, and I do not know how we get to it. 

You do not have complete control of this, but I think you have 
some control over the older records. How do you understand your 
role on the older records, being part of declassifying older records? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you for that question. Yes, as I understand 
it the agency that classifies information has the responsibility and 
the choice to declassify that information. But there is the National 
Declassification Center at the National Archives, located in Mary-
land, and if I am confirmed I plan to, of course, visit the National 
Declassification Center and also prioritize, as you said, Mr. Rank-
ing Member, the older records that are waiting for declassification, 
figuring out how we can be most efficient in doing this and how 
we can strengthen relationships with those classifying agencies, 
those classifying entities, so that we are able to move some of these 
older documents through the process. I agree with that. 

Senator PAUL. For the record here, on the Presidential con-
troversy, what we are stuck with now is millions of dollars will be 
spent on these investigations, and there should be an investigation 
of neither Biden nor Trump nor Pence on this. They should be told 
that these are the rules and we should try to work with people that 
were in office. 

I think we are not going to find that the secrets to making a nu-
clear weapon were at someone’s house. I think we are going to find 
that a lot of stuff is classified that does not need to be classified. 
But it began with sort of a witch hunt for Trump. Everybody loved 
it. The media cackled and rubbed their hands together and it went 
on for weeks and weeks. They had Donald Trump. They were going 
to get him. They were going to put him in jail. Like all the rest 
of the governments that are controlled by one party around the 
country, they just had glee until Biden was found to have records 
in a much less secure place, next to his Corvette in his garage. 

But I think we have overreacted to both. I have talked with the 
Chairman and others on the other side that we need to do some-
thing about this over-classification problem. What little part you 
can be of it, I realize and I do not want you to create a problem, 
but what you can do on the older records I think we would appre-
ciate trying to get less. I look forward to working with the Chair-
man on trying to change this because we cannot have true over-
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sight of government if HHS and NIH is telling us it is none of your 
business. 

We really have to get a hold of what is going on. To me the 
COVID thing is not about Biden at all. A lot of this happened in 
the previous administration so really it should not be partisan at 
all. We should all want to find these records. 

I am going to reserve my time for later if that is OK. 
Chairman PETERS. That is fine, Senator Paul. Thank you. 
Senator Johnson, you are recognized for your questions. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR JOHNSON 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to 
start by making an appeal to the Chair, now we have the full Com-
mittee but also to my new Chair of the Permanent Subcommittee 
on Investigations (PSI). We have Senator Marshall, Senator Paul, 
and myself are very interested, as I think the American public is, 
in the origin of COVID. I think with the recent revelation now the 
Department of Energy (DOE) is tending toward a leak from a lab. 
We need to understand exactly how COVID started so we can pre-
vent it from happening in the future. 

I think in this Committee we have the investigatory background, 
certainly my subcommittee does, and I would truly encourage the 
Chairs of the full Committee and the Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations to cooperate with us, and quite honestly, start a full- 
fledged Committee investigation into the origins. I think it is ex-
tremely important, as well as other aspects of our response to 
COVID, which I certainly have my viewpoint on that. The House 
is doing so, I think, in a pretty bipartisan fashion. There should be 
nothing partisan about this whatsoever. 

I really encourage you, as the Chair of the full Committee, and 
Senator Blumenthal to cooperate with us in those investigations. 

Dr. Shogan, in your third question that is standard in terms of 
asking nominees before the Committee, do you agree without res-
ervation to comply with any request or summons to appear or tes-
tify before a duly constituted committee of Congress if you are con-
firmed, you answered that in the affirmative. I am asking, do you 
agree that that should be a request from the minority as well? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Senator Johnson, for that question. If 
I am confirmed I will be responsive to any requests or inquiries 
that you have, any members on this 

Committee have, or any members of the U.S. Senate or Congress, 
within compliance of existing law. I will do that. 

Senator JOHNSON. There is also legal counsel opinion in 2001, 
which took a look at the language of the Presidential Records Act 
(PRA), where it is talking about ‘‘to the extent of manner within 
its jurisdiction, to any committee or subcommittee thereof if such 
records contain information as needed for the conduct of its busi-
ness that is not otherwise available.’’ There is no mention of the 
majority, the minority, or a chairman of a committee or chair-
woman of a committee making that request, but the Office of Legal 
Counsel (OLC) said that it is only a request from a chair. 

I understand that is the legal standard put forth by the Depart-
ment of Justice, an agency within the Executive Branch. But I 
would argue, and I certainly experienced this, that it has dramati-



12 

1 The letters submitted by Senator Johnson appears in the Appendix on page 103. 

cally hampered the rights of the minority to get the bottom of what 
is happening in government. 

In your testimony you mimic the website of the Archives in 
terms of what the purpose of the Archives is. According to the Ar-
chives website, ‘‘In a democracy, records belong to the people. 
Records help us claim our rights and entitlements, hold our elected 
officials accountable for their actions, and document our history as 
a Nation. NARA ensures continuing access to the essential docu-
mentation of the rights of American citizens and the action of the 
government,’’ and in your testimony you said you will be there to 
safeguard government and public records so that the citizens can 
claim their rights to hold government accountable. 

With that Office of Legal Counsel’s opinion, if you have the presi-
dency held by one party and both branches of government held by 
the same party, half the country, through their elected representa-
tives, have no access to records. Do you understand that? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Senator, I will need to get back to you on the OLC 
opinion that you are citing. I believe, as you said, that issued dur-
ing the presidency of George W. Bush. But once again, I want to 
promise to be as responsive as possible, under the dictates of the 
law, to yourself, to other Members of this Committee, and to Mem-
bers of the U.S. Senate and all Members of Congress, because I do 
believe, Senator, what you have stated is correct. 

The National Archives holds the records of the United States in 
custody for the American people, but the American people, it is 
their records, and I look forward to sharing them with as many 
Americans as possible while following the law. 

Senator JOHNSON. By the way, I think current majority leader 
Schumer had an issue with that same Office of Legal Counsel opin-
ion back in 2018. I actually agree with Senator Schumer. I think 
it is absurd, if you believe in transparency of government, if you 
believe that these records are the records of the people, that in cer-
tain circumstances there is no possibility for the minority party to 
get access to records from the Administration so we cannot hold 
them accountable, and the American public cannot get information 
that it completely deserves to have. Do you agree with that posi-
tion? Do you understand the quandary, the problem with that opin-
ion? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Senator, I do understand the problem that you are 
outlining, and once again, I promise if I am confirmed to share as 
many records as possible with the American people under the dic-
tates of the law. 

Senator JOHNSON. If you become Archivist here, you will also be 
in charge of an agency that in addition to archiving other Executive 
Branch information you will have potential information yourself, 
for example, communications between yourself and, in this case, 
the Department of Justice (DOJ) in terms of how to handle the 
classified information that is in the hands of President Trump, 
President Biden, and Vice President Pence. 

I would like to, with consent, enter two letters,1 one January 
23rd of this year and also February 24th, written by Senator 
Grassley and myself to the Acting Archivist, asking for information 
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related to those investigations. We did not get a satisfactory an-
swer in our January request so we had to follow it up with a Feb-
ruary request. But the first one just said, ‘‘If you become Archi-
vist’’—this is the question we asked of the Acting Archivist—‘‘will 
you provide all records between the Archives and the Department 
of Justice relating to the Archives’ response to our January 23, 
2023, letter?’’ I mean, will you provide those types of records? Or 
are you going to hide behind, oh, there is an active investigation, 
or only a Chair can request this? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Senator, I have not been briefed on any details re-
garding these incidents due to the Department of Justice investiga-
tions. I have not. 

Senator JOHNSON. I would just ask that, as you said, you would 
be responsive to our requests, should you become confirmed, and I 
would ask for your commitment to be responsive to our requests. 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Senator. 
Chairman PETERS. Thank you, Senator Johnson. 
Senator Hawley, you are recognized for your questions. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR HAWLEY 

Senator HAWLEY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
Dr. Shogan, when you were here last year a number of Senators 

asked you, including me, a series of questions about an article you 
had written, public statements you had made on social media that 
were, I have to say, pretty grossly partisan, and I thought offen-
sive. You and I went back and forth about it. 

After that, a number of us asked you questions for the record re-
lating to these statements. I want to follow up on one of them. I, 
in particular, asked you to give us a full accounting of the public 
posts that you had made on Twitter. You locked your Twitter ac-
count before you came before this Committee. It had previously 
been public. I asked you to provide the public posts that had pre-
viously been available on Twitter because the ones that we have 
were pretty disturbing. 

You responded as follows, ‘‘My personal Twitter account is com-
prised of posts about my mystery novels, events at the White 
House Historical Association, Pittsburgh sports teams, travels, and 
my dog.’’ Is this an accurate statement? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Yes, Senator. 
Senator HAWLEY. I just remind you you are under oath. Is this 

an accurate statement? 
Dr. SHOGAN. Yes, Senator. 
Senator HAWLEY. Let us talk a little bit about your Twitter posts 

then, that I was asking you about. 
On February 18, 2022, you posted on Twitter bemoaning the 

dropping of mask requirements for children, including those under 
the age of 5. Do you remember that post? 

Dr. SHOGAN. No, Senator. Those tweets were in my personal ca-
pacity. 

Senator HAWLEY. No. I asked you, would you give all public posts 
that you had made on Twitter. You said no, effectively, and you 
said that your Twitter posts consisted of ‘‘mystery novels, events at 
the White House Historical Association, Pittsburgh sports teams, 
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travels, and my dog.’’ You just told me now, under oath, that you 
stood by that. 

Now let us talk about your Twitter posts. On February 18, 2022, 
you posted bemoaning the fact that mask requirements for children 
under the age of 5—one of whom I happen to have, by the way— 
had been dropped. Is that a post about your dog or sports teams? 

Dr. SHOGAN. My social media is in my personal capacity. 
Senator HAWLEY. Answer my question, please, because you have 

testified under oath that you only posted about your dog and sports 
teams and novels, and you also said you would not give this Com-
mittee any of your public posts. 

Is your post on February 18, 2022, bemoaning the lifting of mask 
requirements for children under the age of 5, who I might just ask 
all of the data has said is extremely harmful to children, these 
mask requirements—we will leave that aside for now—is that a 
post about your dog or sports teams? Yes or no. 

Dr. SHOGAN. My social media is in my personal capacity, Sen-
ator. 

Senator HAWLEY. Yes or no, Dr. Shogan. You are under oath be-
fore this Committee, and I have to say you have placed this issue 
squarely in record by repeatedly refusing to answer. Yes or no? 

Dr. SHOGAN. My social media is in my personal capacity, Sen-
ator. 

Senator HAWLEY. So you are not answering my question. Let us 
talk about another post. 

On May 26, 2022, you talk about an assault weapons ban, 
retweet a post ‘‘Ban assault weapons now,’’ saying you agree with 
this idea that you have to be a certain age to buy so-called assault 
weapons in America. Is that a post about sports teams or your dog 
or mystery novels? 

Dr. SHOGAN. My social media is in my personal capacity, Sen-
ator. 

Senator HAWLEY. What about the post on January 5, 2021, in 
which you say that Ted Cruz ought to stay in his own lane and not 
worry about what is going on in Pittsburgh. This is a reference, I 
think, to questions he had about the certification of the last elec-
tion. Is that a post about your dog or sports teams or mystery nov-
els? 

Dr. SHOGAN. My social media is in my personal capacity, Sen-
ator. 

Senator HAWLEY. Do you remember December 10, 2020, where 
you said that you were hoping that President Trump would have 
his vetoes overridden and you agree with the post that he was a 
weak policy President? Is that a post about your dog, sports teams, 
or mystery novels? 

Dr. SHOGAN. My social media is in my personal capacity. 
Senator HAWLEY. What about your post on January 5, 2021, in 

which you speculated that President Trump would pardon himself 
next, participating in a conversation about the certification of the 
Electoral College. Is that a post about sports teams, mystery nov-
els, or your work at the White House Historical Association? 

Dr. SHOGAN. My social media is in my personal capacity, Sen-
ator. 
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Senator HAWLEY. Do you remember this one? We seem to be hav-
ing an incredible case of amnesia, but maybe you remember this 
one. This is from December 3, 2021, in which you advised an indi-
vidual who goes by ‘‘Meg’’ on social media, that the Library of Con-
gress, who advised this person to complain about religious flags 
that had been planted on the grounds at the Library of Congress, 
and you say that they ought to be removed. You go on to give this 
person advice about how to complain and have them removed. Do 
you remember that post? 

Dr. SHOGAN. My social media is in my personal capacity. 
Senator HAWLEY. Do you remember the post? 
Dr. SHOGAN. My social media in my personal capacity, Senator. 
Senator HAWLEY. I have to say, I have been for four years in the 

Senate. I have never seen a witness stonewall like this before, 
never. I have seen a lot. This is extraordinary. Do you remember 
this post, December 3, 2021? 

Dr. SHOGAN. My social media is in my personal capacity, Sen-
ator. 

Senator HAWLEY. This is unbelievable, and you want to be the 
Archivist of the United States. You lied to us under oath. You lied 
to us in your questions for the record (QFRs). You just lied to me 
a second ago under oath, and now you are sitting here 
stonewalling, not answering questions about public posts that you 
made. 

Are you a lawyer, Dr. Shogan? 
Dr. SHOGAN. No, Senator. 
Senator HAWLEY. Are you familiar with the Shurtleff case at the 

United States Supreme Court? 
Dr. SHOGAN. No, Senator, I am not. 
Senator HAWLEY. In that case the Supreme Court held that, in 

fact, it constitutes viewpoint discrimination for a government entity 
to remove religious flags from its property when it has opened up 
the property for other people to put flags on it, exactly the question 
that you were addressing in your public posts on Twitter. You are 
giving legal advice, which you are not qualified to give, directly 
contrary to the United States Supreme Court. I just wonder, does 
this have to do with your view that you wrote about that the reli-
gious right is connected to the rise of anti-intellectualism in Amer-
ican politics? Is that what you said about religious flags, that the 
religious right is a force for anti-intellectualism? Explain that to 
me. 

Dr. SHOGAN. No, Senator. 
Senator HAWLEY. Do you stand by your comment that the reli-

gious right is part of the rise of anti-intellectualism in American 
politics? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Senator, that article was written. It was about how 
Republican Presidents use common-sense terminology to effectively 
communicate with Americans. 

Senator HAWLEY. Yes, in which you said that the rise of the reli-
gious right is part of the rise in anti-intellectualism in American 
politics. 

I would just point out that is the article in which you say—the 
title is, ‘‘Anti-Intellectualism in the Modern Presidency: Republican 
Populism.’’ Very nonpartisan. 
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Dr. Shogan, I am going to ask you again. Will you give to this 
Committee your public posts on Twitter? Will you make them 
available to this Committee? 

Dr. SHOGAN. My social media is in my personal capacity. 
Senator HAWLEY. Mr. Chairman, I have to tell you, this is the 

most extraordinary thing I have seen in my brief time in the Sen-
ate. I have never seen a witness blatantly lie under oath like Dr. 
Shogan has just done to this Committee, stonewalled this Com-
mittee, and just repeatedly refused to answer my questions about 
her own posts that are in public. For these reasons I will oppose 
your nomination, and I strongly urge this Committee to take action 
on this and force this witness to own up to the fact that she is mis-
leading us right now, before our eyes, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman PETERS. Senator Carper, you are recognized for your 
question. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR CARPER 

Senator CARPER. Thanks. 
Dr. Shogan, why don’t you take a minute and just respond to 

some of what we have heard from Senator Hawley, please, and I 
promise not to interrupt you. 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Senator. I would like to highlight my 
nonpartisan record that I have achieved for the past 15 years in 
service, in public service, eight years at the Congressional Research 
Service, four years at the Library of Congress, and the past three 
years at the nonpartisan White House Historical Association. I 
have worked very effectively with Republicans and Democrats in 
all of these capacities. 

When I worked at the Congressional Research Service I worked 
with hundreds of Members of Congress and Senators, committees, 
majority and minority alike. I walked into offices, helped them get 
from Point A to Point B, regardless of their partisan affiliation. 

In my current job at the White House Historical Association, I 
came to the White House Historical Association, I accepted the po-
sition late 2019, started the job in early 2020, and when President 
Trump was the President of the United States I worked very effec-
tively with that White House, and then, of course, now with Presi-
dent Biden in the White House, I have worked very effectively with 
that White House. 

I stand very strongly behind my professional nonpartisan record, 
which I think speaks for itself. 

Senator CARPER. The information we just heard from my col-
league, is this official? Is this like government emails? I do not 
really understand the source of them. Just explain it. 

Dr. SHOGAN. No. Social media in my personal capacity, as 
marked as much. 

Senator CARPER. OK. It will be interesting to see what social 
media in a personal capacity looked like for some of the folks that 
we serve with. Thank you for setting the record straight. 

I want to begin by thanking you for joining us for today’s hearing 
and for your willingness to serve our country. I am a veteran, the 
last Vietnam veteran serving here, and I am especially appreciative 
of the work in that regard. 
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Over the last decade the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration has been putting together the tools to transition the Federal 
Government from paper to electronic records, and as the chief ad-
ministrator of NARA, the Archivist plays a critical leadership role 
in the transition, as you know, to digital records, and providing ap-
propriate support to staff will be crucial in the success of the tran-
sition. 

Here is my question. With that said, what administrative or pol-
icy changes would you implement at NARA in order to ensure the 
agency has the appropriate resources to carry out this transition 
from paper to digital, and how will you ensure the staff has the 
support and training that they need to efficiently accomplish this 
feat? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Senator, for that question. It is a very 
big challenge for NARA, moving forward, the transition from pre-
dominantly analog to a predominantly digital archive. 

The first challenge, I think, Senator, will be that paper records 
are not going anywhere. Paper records have existed since the be-
ginning of the republic. As the transition moves to digital records, 
after June 30, 2024, when the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) directive is implemented, the National Archives will still 
have to deal with paper records while they transition. To use a 
sports analogy, if you are a good basketball player you have to be 
able to play offense and defense, and the National Archives will 
have to be able to also serve paper records while they make the 
transition to digital. That will be the first challenge. 

The second challenge, I think, Senator, will be that when those 
digital records come to the National Archives the question will be, 
are the agencies providing the correct data that accompanies those 
records, because as you might imagine, there is going to be an ex-
ponential increase in the number of digital records compared to 
analog or paper records. What will really matter is if the accom-
panying data with those records will help our users find the 
records that they need. I think that is going to be a major chal-
lenge. 

Going forward, the Archives, we will need to provide correct 
training for staff, because just as I said before, the records have in-
creased exponentially but the budget has not increased exponen-
tially. Staff needs to be trained to be able to make this transition 
from paper to digital, and there will be different requirements for 
things like metadata. We can rely upon a very strategic use of 
training to be able to make sure staff are ready for that transition, 
and once again, being able to continue the servicing of the paper 
records while NARA becomes a predominantly digital agency. 

Senator CARPER. All right. Thank you. One more question, deal-
ing with the ability of the National Archives to adapt to advance-
ments in recordkeeping technology. In 2014, under my leadership 
as Chairman of this Committee at the time—I think with Tom 
Coburn as my wingman—we passed the Presidential and Federal 
Records Act (FRA) which, among other things, certified that elec-
tronic records should be treated the same way as paper records. 

As a result of that clarification, NARA has seen an increase in 
the volume of records that they are required to collect and to pre-
serve. These records document the important work that our Fed-
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eral workforce conducts on a daily basis and need to be properly 
collected and preserved. As such, NARA requires the resources to 
ensure that proper protocols are in place to collect and maintain 
both paper and electronic records. 

My question. Dr. Shogan, how do you see NARA being able to 
adapt to advancements in recordkeeping technology to collect and 
preserve both paper and electronic records, and do you feel NARA 
has the resources to do that while responding to record requests? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you for that question. As I said in the pre-
vious answer, this is going to be the challenge, to be able to con-
tinue to service paper records as well as moving forward with the 
advancement to digital. I think the answer to that, Senator, is that 
the Federal agencies that are, of course, providing the records, 
whether they are paper or digital, need to engage earlier in the 
process. This will be NARA’s responsibility to provide education 
and oversight to those agencies to get them to engage earlier in the 
process, so that their technologies and their data, once again, will 
meet the needs for users. 

I do not come to this as an archivist by training, but I do come 
to this as a user of the National Archives, and I look forward to 
bringing that perspective as a user to the National Archives as we 
move forward into the digital future. 

Senator CARPER. Thank you. All of us on this Committee and in 
the Senate and House receive inquiries from our constituents, and 
a lot of them are veterans. I am especially interested in seeing us 
be able to provide better responses in that regard. 

Thank you so much for your willingness to serve in this role. 
Thank you. 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you. 
Chairman PETERS. Thank you. Senator Marshall, you are recog-

nized for your questions, and welcome once again to the Com-
mittee. We love having you here. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR MARSHALL 

Senator MARSHALL. Thank you, Senator Peters. Glad to be here, 
and welcome, Dr. Shogan. We are glad you are here as well. 

Dr. Shogan, as you know over 1 million Americans and over 10 
million people worldwide have died from COVID. Recently the De-
partment of Energy released information that they have changed 
their mind and they believe that this virus originated in Wuhan, 
China, joining our own FBI. 

Earlier you committed to Ranking Member Paul to try and de-
classify older records. Do you feel that America deserves to know 
the origins of COVID, and will you do everything possible to declas-
sify these recent records, including why the Department of Energy 
changed their mind? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Senator, for that question. It is nice to 
meet you and welcome to the Committee. We did not have a chance 
to chat before. 

Senator, as I understand it the agencies that classify records also 
hold the responsibility to declassify those records, so that would not 
be in the direct purview of the Archivist of the United States. But 
nonetheless, at the National Archives, a principal value is the 
value of transparency. I will be responsive to any requests that you 
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might have while following the law, and of course, in areas of clas-
sification finding the appropriate balance between transparency 
and, of course, critically protecting our national security. 

Senator MARSHALL. OK. I want to talk for a moment about the 
storage of data done from research funded with United States dol-
lars and how you feel your role would be in this. 

In September 2019, the Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV) termi-
nated access to an important database that was populated with 
genomic sequences resulting in part or from United States-spon-
sored research. We still do not have access to those, to that data. 
Similarly, in 2020, the WIV removed genomic data stored at our 
own NIH genomic lab bank here in this country. 

What are your plans to require hosting of data for U.S. sponsored 
research in the United States, and what are your plans to pursue 
any type of punitive actions against the Wuhan Institute of Virol-
ogy for terminating access to our data paid for with U.S. dollars? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Senator, for that question. I am not fa-
miliar with some of the facts that you have just explained to me. 
I have not been briefed about those matters. But if I am confirmed 
as Archivist of the United States I promise that I will look into 
those matters. I am happy to meet with you or meet with your staff 
to follow up on those matters. 

Senator MARSHALL. Do you believe that if the United States is 
funding that type of research that it should be transparent, it 
should be stored, it should be available to the public? 

Dr. SHOGAN. I believe all agencies must follow the requirements 
and dictates in the Federal Records Act. 

Senator MARSHALL. OK. In 2017, it was discovered that the NIH 
was deleting records. While a number of those records have been 
fully or partially recovered, many have not. NARA has acknowl-
edged receipt of an NIH report about the record deletion, but to my 
knowledge it has not been made public. 

Are you aware of this report or the subject of the deleted files, 
and are you willing to submit them to this Committee for further 
review? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Senator, I have not been briefed. I am not privy to 
those details, but I will be responsive to you under the require-
ments of the law, for sure. 

Senator MARSHALL. Will you make those records available to this 
Committee, if not publicly? 

Dr. SHOGAN. If I am confirmed I will follow the dictates required 
in the Federal Records Act and all associated regulations, Senator. 

Senator MARSHALL. Kind of change subjects here for a second. 
Last Congress I was shocked to find out that the National Archives 
had, and continues to label, our founding documents as containing 
trigger warnings. That is right. The National Archives, on their 
website, States that the Constitution, the Declaration of Independ-
ence, and the Bill of Rights contains harmful content. 

I introduced legislation with Senator Risch to remove these des-
ignations and would like to understand your personal opinion on 
our found documents and the role of the National Archives in shar-
ing them with our citizens. Do you believe personally that the Con-
stitution and our founding documents are harmful? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Senator, absolutely no. 
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Senator MARSHALL. Do you think we should remove that warning 
label that they are trigger warnings there? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Senator, there is a harmful content warning but it 
is on all results when you use NARA’s online catalog. It is not at-
tached to any one record, such as the United States Constitution 
or the Declaration of Independence. Previously, when I testified be-
fore this Committee, I did state, I believe to Senator Lankford, that 
I would be willing to work with him about the language of that 
warning, and I stand behind my promise to do so, if I am con-
firmed. 

Senator MARSHALL. OK. Thank you. I yield back. 
Chairman PETERS. Thank you, Senator Marshall. 
Ranking Member Paul had two minutes left in his time that he 

graciously passed to allow Members to speak. Ranking Member 
Paul, you are recognized for two minutes. 

Senator PAUL. I was favorably inclined by your answer, particu-
larly that your role as the Archivist is ministerial with regard to 
certifying amendments to the Constitution. Also on your, I think, 
forthright answer on whether or not you would force people to 
cover their T-shirts. I thought those were great responses. 

I guess I am sort of torn, though, with the whole idea that your 
Twitter is private. We tell our kids it is not and be careful what 
you post on Twitter. Everybody knows that. 

The problem is that, see, if I have an intern in my office, we ac-
tually do look at their Twitter, and if they say bad things about 
people’s ethnicity or their private life, they make sort of aspersions 
or act as if they are bigoted in any way, we will not hire them as 
an intern, much less as a person. This is advice for everybody. You 
have to really be careful what you post. 

Now, being a liberal should not disqualify you, but the one ques-
tion on whether or not, the Library of Congress should take down 
flags does kind of go to the heart of what we would do with records 
and things and whether or not that shows a bias that might enter 
into the decisionmaking as an archivist. It does worry me, not that 
you are liberal. I think if we got rid of liberals we might not have 
a lot of librarians or archivists, frankly. 

But I am worried about the idea that you would advise people 
at the Library of Congress about taking down religious flags in a 
public place. I think it goes against the law. But then in not an-
swering the actual issue—and I know it is difficult in a cross-exam-
ination to decide—but not answering the subject about religious 
flags, it worries me that what we are getting is the public face as 
opposed to what you say in private, which may not meld together. 

Do you have any comment on that? 
Dr. SHOGAN. Thank you, Mr. Ranking Member, for that question. 

If I am confirmed as Archivist of the United States, without res-
ervation I will welcome all Americans to the National Archives. I 
will welcome them enthusiastically to the National Archives. I 
stand 100 percent behind that sentiment. I have a record of doing 
so at the Library of Congress, where I oversaw visitor services for 
several years, and I will continue in that tradition. You have my 
promise and my word on that. 

Chairman PETERS. Thank you, Ranking Member Paul. Senator 
Ossoff, you are recognized for your questions. 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR OSSOFF 
Senator OSSOFF. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and Dr. Shogan, 

good to see you again, and I congratulate you again on your nomi-
nation. 

You and I have discussed this issue previously so you will not be 
surprised to hear that I am eager to hear again your commitments 
to work with me to address the significant delays that veterans are 
experiencing accessing their service records. As you know, Dr. 
Shogan, to access their Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) bene-
fits and other services to which they are entitled, as veterans, vet-
erans need access to the military service records which are in the 
custody of the Archives. 

The good news is that with Chairman Peters’ support, last year 
I introduced and passed into law the bipartisan Access for Veterans 
to Records Act, in order to address the serious backlog of requests 
for access to military service records. In your hearing last Sep-
tember you committed to working with my office to address that 
backlog. 

I want to ask you again, now that my bipartisan legislation is 
law, will you commit to working with me swiftly to eliminate the 
backlog of veterans’ record requests at National Personnel Records 
Center (NPRC)? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Senator, thank you for that question. Absolutely. 
Senator OSSOFF. What is your understanding of the latest state 

of that backlog? What efforts are underway now to address it? 
What do you think will need to be done if and when you assume 
this office, in order to eliminate it? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Senator, I think there is good news in that regard. 
The backlog is down to about 330,000 requests. The height of the 
backlog was over 600,000 requests, so that is good progress. The 
project timeline for completion of the backlog, or elimination of it, 
is in December 2023. If I am confirmed, I promise to make my first 
trip as Archivist of the United States to Saint Louis, to the Na-
tional Personnel Records Center, to see the operations on the 
ground, to figure out where we can find deficiencies, to make sure 
that are using contractual authorities to the highest extent, to 
make sure that work gets done in an expeditious fashion, and also 
to explore any other creative solutions where we might be able to 
move that deadline up. Although ambitious, December 2023, I 
think we can all agree we would like to have that sooner, if pos-
sible. 

Senator OSSOFF. Thank you, Dr. Shogan. Let us talk now about 
civil rights cold cases, Black Americans who, in the segregation 
era, were dragged from their homes, abducted, assaulted, lynched, 
subject to horrific abuse and murder for which there was and re-
mains impunity. Some of the most horrific crimes in our national 
history, they were never prosecuted, and the descendants and sur-
vivors of those victims are still with us. They rightfully demand 
justice. 

The good news is that we are making some progress toward secu-
rity justice, and last Congress I passed into law the bipartisan Civil 
Rights Cold Case Investigations Support Act, to give them tasked 
with investigating these civil rights cold case the time they need 
to pursue justice. 
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The Archives have an important role to play in supporting those 
investigations. If you are confirmed, will you use your authorities 
to the fullest extent you can under the law to support those efforts 
to investigate civil rights cold cases, those unsolved lynchings, 
those unsolved assaults and abductions from the segregation era 
South? 

Dr. SHOGAN. Absolutely, Senator. I think that falls under the Ar-
chives’ priority of providing access, and providing access to popu-
lations that need access to those records. We talk about veterans 
previously. That is, of course, so the veterans can claim their bene-
fits. In this instance it is so the people can claim justice. 

Senator OSSOFF. Thank you, Dr. Shogan. I have constituents who 
will be relieved to hear you make that commitment. Mr. Chairman, 
I yield back. 

Chairman PETERS. Thank you, Senator Ossoff. 
I would like to thank you again, Dr. Shogan, for joining us today 

and for your willingness to serve in this very important position. 
The nominee has filed responses to biographical and financial 

questionnaires,1 and without objection this information will be 
made part of the hearing record, with the exception of the financial 
data which is on file and available for public inspection in the Com-
mittee offices. 

Chairman PETERS. The hearing record will remain open until 12 
p.m. tomorrow, March 1st, for the submission of statements and 
questions for the record. 

Seeing no other Members here to ask questions, this hearing is 
now adjourned. 

[Whereupon, at 11:07 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 
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