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(1)

THE ROLE OF BELARUS IN RUSSIA’S CRIMES

COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND
COOPERATION IN EUROPE,

U.S. HELSINKI COMMISSION,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Thursday, December 5, 2024.
The hearing was held from 2:39 p.m. to 3:59 p.m., Room 2118,

Rayburn House Office Building, Representative Joe Wilson [R-SC],
Chairman, Commission for Security and Cooperation in Europe,
presiding.

Committee Members Present: Representative Joe Wilson [R-
SC], Chairman; Representative Steve Cohen [D-TN], Ranking
Member; Dafna Rand, Department of State; Representative Eman-
uel Cleaver II [D-MO]; Representative Marc Veasey [D-TX].

Other Members Present: Representative Mike Quigley [D-IL];
Representative Andy Harris [R-MD].

Witnesses: Matvei Kupreichyk, Public Representative, BELPOL;
Gabrielius Landsbergis, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, Repub-
lic of Lithuania; Kateryna Rashevska, Legal Expert, Regional Cen-
ter for Human Rights.

OPENING STATEMENT OF JOE WILSON, CHAIRMAN, U.S.
HOUSE, FROM SOUTH CAROLINA

Chairman WILSON: Good afternoon to all who have joined us. Be-
fore we begin, I want to recognize the other members who are here:
Congressman Marc A. Veasey of Texas and Congressman Mike
Quigley of Illinois. Then I am very grateful that we have Dafna
Rand, Assistant Secretary for human rights of the State Depart-
ment. Then we are particularly fortunate to have, from [Maryland],
Congressman Andy Harris. Congressman, thank you for being
here.

Today we are here to discuss a country in the middle of Europe
often overlooked in the context of war criminal Putin’s war in
Ukraine: Neighboring Belarus, still controlled by the dictator Alex-
ander Lukashenko. After 30 years, and many false elections, his re-
lationship with war criminal Vladimir Putin is closer than ever. It
was Putin who helped him maintain power in the face of the pop-
ular mass protest of 2020. Lukashenko is returning the favor by al-
lowing Belarus to be used as a staging ground for attacks on
Ukraine and a space to commit other crimes, such as the kidnap-
ping of Ukrainian children, which is inconceivable in the 21st cen-
tury that something like that could occur. It is actually in the tra-
dition of what Hitler did with the children of Poland, and so, the
similarities, sadly, are very clear.
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2

Belarus is now effectively controlled by Putin. Lukashenko trad-
ed its sovereignty to protect his own interests. It is essential that
we take action and precautions accordingly. This means treating
Belarus and Russia the same for sanctions purposes and making
sure Russia cannot use Belarus as a loophole to avoid sanctions. Fi-
nally, Belarusians have suffered greatly under Lukashenko. I want
to acknowledge the bravery and dedication of those fighting for a
free and democratic Belarus and sovereignty, and for the release of
political prisoners. The actual elected president, Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaya, is courageous in her efforts to promote freedom
and democracy. Particularly significant, the country of Lithuania is
at the forefront of working to promote freedom and democracy for
their next-door neighbor. [Belarusian] patriots are at the forefront
of these calls for accountability for Lukashenko, at great risk to
themselves, whether still in Belarus or abroad.

I appreciate the ranking member of the Commission, Steve
Cohen, for recommending the Helsinki Commission hold this hear-
ing, and for being a constant bipartisan partner in this Congress.
He will be here in a few minutes. He has got another schedule
issue. The Helsinki Commission functions best when it is bipar-
tisan. The U.S. foreign policy issues should be, as much as we can,
bipartisan. Steve and I do not agree on much domestically, but
when it comes to foreign policy, we are in agreement that dictators
must be deterred, and the United States should support freedom
around the world. Thank you, Steve, when he comes.

With that, I want to introduce our witnesses for the day who
know very well the dangers of the Russia-Belarus alliance. First,
we will hear from Matvei Kupreichyk, who is a public representa-
tive for the Belarusian organization BELPOL. I am so grateful to
have the acting foreign minister of the great country of—liberated,
great country of Lithuania. I mean, who—after decades, back on
track? God bless you, and that is Gabrielius Landsbergis. Then we
are grateful to have Kateryna Rashevska, a legal expert from the
Ukrainian organization, Regional Center for Human Rights. Three
extraordinary individuals.

If there are any members of the panel who would like to make
an opening statement? If not, we will proceed right away. I cannot
wait for Congressman Cohen to get here. As we proceed, I would
like to, again, thank each of you for coming. We will begin with the
honorable Mr. Kupreichyk.

TESTIMONY OF MATVEI KUPREICHYK, PUBLIC
REPRESENTATIVE, BELPOL

Mr. KUPREICHYK: Dear Mr. Chairman, members of the audience,
thank you for the opportunity to participate in the hearing on
Belarus at the U.S. Helsinki Commission. The BELPOL organiza-
tion is engaged in documenting the crimes of Lukashenko’s regime,
including political repression, facts of corruption, complicity in the
Russian aggression in Ukraine, and others. We closely cooperated
with the Office of Foreign Assets Control of the U.S. Department
of the Treasury. Thanks to the documents handed over by the
BELPOL organization, the USA, European Union countries, and
also democratic states-imposed sanctions on 26 enterprises in
Belarus and Russia.
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3

I would like to emphasize that dictator Lukashenko is not the le-
gitimate president of Belarus. In 2020, he lost the election to
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, but he falsified the results of the voting
and illegally retained power by armed means, with the help of
large-scale repressions. Our organization has received documents
confirming that the Lukashenko regime has already launched a
mechanism of falsification of the so-called Presidential election in
Belarus in 2025. BELPOL has prepared a report for the world com-
munity on the system of illegal retention of power by Lukashenko’s
regime, the falsification of previous selection campaigns, and the
upcoming so-called Presidential election in 2025.

I am submitting this report to my testimony. Here is our report.
If you—when you read that report, if you need the attachments of
that, you can write a message to our email, and we will send the
attachments to you.

Thank you.
When you—when world politicians talk about Russia’s main al-

lies in the war against Ukraine, they name Iran, North Korea, and
China. For some reason, they forget about the dictator
Lukashenko. Lukashenko’s regime is not included in the global
axis of evil. In fact, it plays a significant role in it. Without the in-
volvement of dictator Lukashenko, Putin would not have been able
to carry out a large-scale invasion of Ukraine. The fighting would
have been more localized. Now Lukashenko is trying to play the
role of a peacemaker and negotiator, but in reality, he continues to
assist in Russian aggression. The BELPOL organization has re-
ceived many documents confirming that Lukashenko’s regime is in-
creasing military supplies to Russia.

The enterprises subordinated to the State Military Industrial
Committee of Belarus shipped military goods worth $422 million to
Russia in 2023. In the first eight months of 2024, the same enter-
prises shipped military goods worth 459 million dollars to Russia.
That is more than in the whole of the 2023 year. This is only a part
of military supplies from Belarus as exports of military goods to
Russia. Also made by enterprises that are not part of the State
Military Industrial Committee, including private firms. Here are
some more figures. In 2023–2024, Lukashenko’s regime supplied
Russia with 4.5 million sets of parts for 122-millimeter caliber
rockets for Grad MLRS, worth $260 million. In 2023, about 800
sets of electronic optical units for sights and control systems for
tanks and armored vehicles were shipped from Belarus to Russia.
In 2024, more than 1,500 such systems have already been shipped.
Contracts for the shipment of military goods to the Russian Fed-
eration are concluded for 2025 and 2026.

For this reason, we should impose more sanctions against indi-
viduals and enterprises that support Russian aggression against
Ukraine. One more important piece of information. On December
6, tomorrow, in Minsk, Lukashenko should sign a treaty between
Russia and Belarus on security guarantees within the framework
of the Union State. Russia concluded a similar treaty with North
Korea this year. The organization BELPOL received the text of this
treaty. This agreement will allow Russia to place new military
bases and military contingents on the territory of Belarus. In addi-
tion, Belarusian citizens can be sent to war with Ukraine allegedly
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4

to protect the territorial integrity of Russia. For that reason, we
need to know that—we need to do more sanctions, and we need to
do faster the sanctions.

Therefore, we cannot trust dictator Lukashenko. We should in-
crease the sanctions pressure on him. According to the information
received by the organization BELPOL, international economic sanc-
tions, at present particularly, do not affect the standard of living
of ordinary Belarusians. Sanctions have a negative impact on mili-
tary supplies. Sanctions are breaking up supply chains. Sanctions
increase the production time of military products. Sanctions reduce
the profitability of its production. Sanctions reduce the output of
military goods for Russia. Sanctions make it impossible to purchase
and pay for individual companies. However, the Lukashenko re-
gime takes measures to circumvent the sanctions.

For example, information in customs documents is forged. So-
called ‘‘spacer firms’’ are created right now. For example, the orga-
nization BELPOL found out that the Chinese ‘‘spacer firm’’
Shenzhen 5G High Tech Innovation buys companies for tanks sized
for Chinese manufacturers and supplies them to the Belarusian
factory Peleng. The firm Shenzhen 5G High Tech Innovation is cre-
ated and managed by citizens of Belarus who previously worked at
Belarusian military plants. That is, Chinese manufacturers for-
mally do not export these military goods to Belarus, but actually
do it through the firm Shenzhen 5G High Tech Innovation.

Many people think that the Belarusian people have come to
terms with the rule of Lukashenko’s regime, as there are no pro-
tests in Belarus now. It is not so. Now protests are impossible be-
cause of large-scale repression. In Belarus, people are in prison
even for verbal criticism of the regime. Belarusians have not given
up. They act underground. They send information about the re-
gime’s crimes to Belarusian democratic organizations. Thanks to
the help of ordinary Belarusians, our organization, BELPOL, re-
ceives the information and documents, which I mentioned above.
We call for increased sanctions pressure on Lukashenko’s criminal
regime. BELPOL and other Belarusian democratic organizations
will provide the necessary assistance, but at the same time, we
need your help in bringing dictator Lukashenko to justice.

Thank you for your attention. I am ready to answer the ques-
tions.

Chairman WILSON: Thank you very much, Mr. Kupreichyk.
We are so grateful to have the acting foreign minister of the ex-

traordinary nation of Lithuania. We are so grateful to have Mr.
Landsbergis.

TESTIMONY OF GABRIELIUS LANDSBERGIS, ACTING
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: Thank you so much, distinguished chair, dis-
tinguished Members of Congress, and dear colleagues. I have a
chance to present an overview, a tiny overview, of the activities
that we observe taking place in Belarus, and the way that they af-
fect regional security, in view of the war against Ukraine—Russia’s
war against Ukraine. I would like to stress that Belarusian aggres-
sive activity did not start in 2022. I would mark that after the sto-
len election in 2020, when a big part of Belarusian opposition was
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5

forced to flee Belarus and to find refuge either in Lithuania or Po-
land, this is where the change really began.

I would mark that the first event that really points out the
changed behavior of the regime was in 2021 when the civilian air
flight traveling from Athens to Vilnius was hijacked in the airspace
of Belarus, in order to take two Belarusian opposition members
prisoner. There was a false report of a bomb if a plane were to land
in Vilnius, so the plane was forced to land in Minsk. It landed. Peo-
ple were apprehended. Then the rest of them were let go. We had
a clear act of State terrorism employed against Belarusian people,
against Lithuanian people. There were U.S. citizens. There were—
you know, half of Europe was represented in that plane.

Afterward, Lukashenko—an illegitimate, as it was said—illegit-
imate dictator promised that in order to continue to change the pol-
icy of Europe, he would employ different hybrid measures. He said
that publicly. Out of those measures, he said that now—up until
now Belarus was able to stop the flow of migrants to European bor-
ders. He said that he will not be able to do that any longer. Quite—
you know, not so long time after he made that statement public,
we started seeing hundreds of people from Iraq, and Northern Afri-
ca, Middle East, arriving at the border of Lithuania. At gunpoint—
most of them at the gunpoint, being pushed through the border of
my country.

They were told false stories that the country that they are find-
ing there is actually—it could be Germany, it could be Sweden.
They were not given maps. They were not given instructions, or
anything else. They were just forced through the border. At one
point there were more than 20,000 people in Belarus that were
flown in from Kurdistan in Iraq into Belarus, selling them tickets
and promise of European—you know, passage into Europe, and
then pushed to the border of Europe. That was an operation orga-
nized with the help of Belarusian intelligence agencies, and police
in order to bring those people from the Middle East to the Euro-
pean border. We called it a hybrid attack. We called it a
weaponized migration. Therefore, we were forced to defend not just
my country but also the European border.

Afterward, most of the events were presented. We know how it
went. Belarus facilitated the Russian attack against Ukraine. As
colleague just mentioned, definitely the attack could have been
quite different if Belarus had not participated in the manner that
it did. Later on, after the initial attack, and when it was repelled
and was mostly focused in the eastern part of Ukrain—the eastern
and southern parts of Ukraine, the activities did not cease. Belarus
provides a space for Russian troops training. It accepted Russian
nuclear weapons. As far as we know, they are stationed in Belarus,
actually changing that security situation of the whole—of the whole
region. As was mentioned, Belarus is the No. 1 country helping
Russia avoid sanctions.

Therefore, it is imperative that we align the sanctions that
they—the ones that are imposed on Russia with the ones that are
imposed on Belarus. We cannot allow Belarus to be just, you know,
one station before everything that is sanctioned being sent further
down. I like to stress a couple of additional things. Mr. Chair, you
have mentioned the kidnapping of children. We have very specific
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6

information that children from the occupied areas in Ukraine have
been sent to Belarusian hospitals, and health centers, for retrain-
ing. We gathered the information, and we passed that to the inter-
national justice system so that—because the ones that have been
targeted by the ICC in Russia, apart from Putin, are the ones who
are dealing with the kidnapping of children. Since Belarus is
complicit in this crime, we believe that they should be joined in—
not just in a political condemnation, but in an actual criminal in-
vestigation as to their actions.

Last, I wanted to tell one short story. When there was Wagner
activity—and, Chair, you definitely remember when Wagner troops
decided to march onto Moscow, and they were stopped. Later on,
they were sent to Belarus. Part of them were training and sta-
tioned just by the border of my country. Actually, the closest camp
where Wagner troops were stationed was just five, seven kilo-
meters away from my border. You know, it was the saddest thing
here, because on the other side of the—on our side of the border
we have health-care centers which were treated treating Ukrainian
soldiers. During the night, or during the day, they would hear
Wagner troops training on the other side of the border, because
that is so close. They would hear the same people that they—that
they had to fight in Ukraine being brought to Lithuania, while they
were treated there.

My point is, distinguished Congressman, is that Lithuania is di-
rectly affected by the war in Ukraine and by Belarusian activities
that happened before the war, during the war, and currently still
do take place. Very, very last, Lukashenko, what he does—and that
is not the first time—next year he will have what he will call the
election, actually reappointment of himself. Usually, he uses this
opportunity to reestablish the relationship, you know, with whom-
ever he can. I am sure that he will reach out. He will reach out
to European countries. He will reach out maybe even to the U.S.,
wherever, via, you know, back channels. We cannot allow him to
be legitimatized in that manner. We have to tell them that we will
withstand him. Democracies will withstand an authoritarian. We
will continue with sanctions. We will continue with pressure.

Thank you so much.
Chairman WILSON: Thank you so much, Foreign Minister

Landsbergis. You are very clear in your statements, and so helpful.
We are so fortunate to have, indeed, Kateryna Rashevska. We ap-
preciate you being an expert, from the Regional Center for Human
Rights.

TESTIMONY OF KATERYNA RASHEVSKA, LEGAL EXPERT,
REGIONAL CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Ms. RASHEVSKA: Chairman Wilson, distinguished members of the
Helsinki Commission, thank you for the opportunity to testify
today.

Many who support Ukraine understand that Russia has taken
more than 90,000 Ukrainian children. There is less public aware-
ness of the role of Belarus in this displacement, indoctrination, and
militarization of Ukrainian children too. The Lukashenko regime is
teaching Ukrainian children to aspire to die for the country that
is committing atrocities against them. This is part and parcel of the
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7

global Russian State policy of eradicating Ukrainian national iden-
tities through the level of aggression. Unfortunately, the role of the
Belarusian regime in aiding and abetting this policy has not re-
ceived adequate attention. My testimony draws on a year of re-
search and advocacy work of the Regional Center for Human
Rights, Freedom House, and Human Rights Center Viasna, in part-
nership with independent Belarusian organizations.

We identified 2,219 Ukrainian children between the ages of five
and 17 who were taken and then re-educated in 18 institutions in
Belarus. Most of these children are orphans, children deprived of
parental care, children with disabilities, and those living in difficult
conditions. We know that some parents were coerced into giving
the so-called consent to get these children to Belarus because they
were threatened to be deprived of parental care rights or their
property. Other parents who just survived all these atrocities and
ongoing war believed that this transfer to Belarus was the only
way to save their child’s life. None of the parents gave their con-
sent to what occurred inside the reeducation camps.

The curriculum in these institutions just has a strong ideological
component featuring Russian and post-Soviet propaganda nar-
ratives. Ukrainian children are forbidden to express their national
identity, also to speak the Ukrainian language. Their Ukrainian
citizenship is just not recognized. Perhaps the most horrific thing
these children experienced in Belarus was militarization. Ukrain-
ian children were trained by Belarusian officers who were involved
in violent crackdowns on protesters in August 2020. The children
also participated in hand-to-hand combat training with representa-
tives of the Belarusian special forces. We now see that some
Ukrainian children aspired to enter Russian military schools and
to defend their new motherland, Russia.

In 2021, Alexander Lukashenko personally laid the foundation
for this scheme as a part of a coordinated policy with the Russian
Federation through the Union State. The Union State is a supra-
national agreement between two countries that actually serves as
a major sanctions loophole to avoid all pressure, and all restric-
tions, especially on the issue of Ukraine’s children. In 2022 and
2023, the Union State allocated over $300 for the displacement of
Ukrainian children in Belarus, which resulted in more than 20 re-
education campaigns. This scheme of displacing Ukrainian children
goes all the way to the top, including Vladimir Putin, Alexander
Lukashenko, as well as Dmitry Mezentsev, the State secretary for
the Union State, and Mikhail Mishustin, Russia’s prime minister.
It also includes directors of educational institutions and also these
camps, as well as representatives of Russian and Belarusian
GONGO’s, and local administrations.

Political indoctrination and militarized reeducation of Ukrainian
children in Russia and in Belarus are systematic and widespread,
bearing the elements of a separate crime against humanity, under
the Rome Statute, discriminatory persecution. This conclusion
highlights the gravity of the crimes and underscores the need for
a decisive reaction from the United States and from the inter-
national community. We need more individual and harmonized sec-
toral sanctions. In this context, we welcome recent restrictions
against five new persons involved in the deportation of Ukrainian
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8

children. We need also the issuance of new arrest warrants against
perpetrators from Belarus who were involved in the process to or-
ganize all these reeducation campaigns in the territory of Belarus.

We also need the number of children who may be eligible for rep-
aration under any future compensation mechanism to be expanded.
We look to the United States as a member of the International Co-
alition for the Return of Ukrainian Children to assist other coun-
tries, Ukraine, to establish unified legal mechanisms for the repa-
triation of Ukrainian children. Because, unfortunately, approxi-
mately 90 percent of all deported children remain under Russian
control. We also need to elaborate on the basis of previous experi-
ence of other countries the national system of rehabilitation and re-
integration, because these children are really very traumatized. We
will fight to return Ukrainian children back to their homes because
it is not only their right but a passport to a better future for these
children and for Ukraine.

Distinguished members, also Ranking Member Cohen, I am per-
suaded that if we are to achieve true peace in Ukraine we must
begin with our children. Having a country that is truly fit for chil-
dren does not simply imply the absence of war. It means having
a safe country where every child can grow to adulthood in peace,
dignity, and safety, without constant threat from neighboring
states.

Thank you.
Chairman WILSON: Thank you very much, Ms. Rashevska.
We are now going to begin with five minutes by each person who

is here on the Commission. We have been joined by the highest
Honorable Vice Commissioner Steve Cohen, from Tennessee. I am
very grateful. In fact, after my five minutes I am going to turn it
over to him. I have a—Steve has arranged that I have a meeting
with Elon Musk. I—

Representative COHEN: Going to loan him some money. [LAUGH-
TER.]

Chairman WILSON: Hey—but, hey, no, but again, thank you, Ms.
Rashevska. It is just horrifying to think of—and my five minutes
begins now. Truly, it was impressive. I was there in Kyiv and met
where persons had rescued some children who had been kidnapped.
Who would imagine here in the 21st century, as I mentioned, that
you would have kidnapping of children for Russification, or what-
ever they want to call it, in the exact tradition of Adolf Hitler of
kidnapping children in Poland to Germanize, Nazify? To have this
reliving is just—to me, in the 21st century, should not be. That is
why it is so encouraging to have you here today.

Foreign Minister Landsbergis, I am so happy that you are here.
Indeed, something so important that you mention, and that is that
Lukashenko has announced that he has several dozen Russian nu-
clear weapons in Belarus. What should—how does that change the
dynamics? What should we do?

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: Thanks so much. I mean, probably we have
to—at this stage we have to understand that Belarus is an exten-
sion of Russia’s military arm. When we are thinking about the
need to defend NATO’s eastern flank from Russia, we have to un-
derstand that Russia is way closer than we have imagined. Be-
cause it actually operates freely in the whole territory of Belarus.
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9

With its arms, when it comes to Ukraine we have seen, you know,
the very fast troop movement.

When we have seen Wagner was back from almost, you know, a
couple of hundred kilometers from Moscow. They were on the Lith-
uanian border in eight hours. That is how fast you can move within
Russia and Belarus. The request from us is, to take into account
that Belarus is a major security issue for the region. When you—
when you talk about the needs of our region, it needs to be rein-
forced. It needs to be reinforced with more NATO troops, with more
equipment, because we are in a dangerous region.

Chairman WILSON: Then, indeed, Foreign Minister, as you indi-
cate, the Russian military in Belarus, that it is really an extension
so far. But hey, it also fits into something else. Mr. Putin claims
that Ukraine does not exist. As he is trying to recreate the Soviet
Union, I wonder if the people in Belarus understand that means
one day they will not exist too. As we have already seen with the
Russian occupations, continuous, of Transnistria in Moldova and
the South Ossetia and Abkhazia and the Republic of Georgia,
maintaining troops in Armenia. The people of Belarus should un-
derstand that if one former republic does not exist, all ultimately
would be the goal not to exist.

With that in mind, again, the kidnapping and Russification of
the children is so horrific. Any further comments you would like to
make, Ms. Rashevska?

Ms. RASHEVSKA: Maybe I would like to demonstrate some photos
just in order to support what I will tell. This is the militarization
of Ukrainian children made by the Russian Federation, with the
assistance of Belarusian agents. Ukrainian kids are just turned
into the enemies of their proper nation. In order to fulfill this aim,
the Russian Federation, together with Belarus, built the whole sys-
tem just under our noses to raise children as soldiers. They do it
through formal and informal education. That is why, for us, it is
really important to recognize this indoctrination and militarization
of education as a separate crime against humanity. Of course, to
punish all guilty persons. Because, you know, this is not only a
threat to Ukraine, but to global peace and security because this is
a clear sign that Russia, as well as Belarus, they are not planning
to stop this war. They are preparing a new war of aggression.

Chairman WILSON: Thank you so much. Indeed, it is the ultimate
crime against humanity to kidnap children and deny them their
heritage. Mr. Kupreichyk, the—indeed, the foreign minister has
mentioned about the Russian military presence in Belarus. What
is the extent of the presence there?

Ms. KUPREICHYK: I just wanted to add some information about
nuclear weapons in Belarus. BELPOL organization just a few
weeks ago published our investigation about nuclear—tactical nu-
clear weapon in Belarus. Right now, we can say that Lukashenko
does not have any nuclear weapons in Belarus. Tomorrow Putin
and Lukashenko sign a new document about the Union States. We
have information that in the second part of 2025 and the beginning
of 2026 Putin will transfer tactical nuclear weapons to Belarus. In
a few days, we will publish information about that military base.
Putin is preparing Belarus to take a nuclear weapon. Is the first.
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10

The second, that document which Lukashenko and Putin will
sign tomorrow gives Putin an opportunity to transfer military
bases from Russia to Belarus territory. At the same time, that doc-
ument gives Putin an opportunity to send Belarusian troops to
Ukraine. Right now, we—at the same time, we have information
that in Belarus right now Wagner troops—we have just only near
300 of Wagner troops, and that troops are training Belarusian mili-
taries, and that is all, so.

Chairman WILSON: Thank you so much. Indeed, it is prescient on
the part of Congressman Cohen. He is the person who wanted to
have this hearing. He is ahead of the curve that this is the day be-
fore just absurd agreements are reached, or actually, however you
want to call it, enforced. I want to, again, thank Congressman
Cohen for his leadership. I want to thank all three of you for being
here, and I regret I have to run. Boy, are we in good hands with
Congressman Steve Cohen.

Thank you.

STATEMENT OF STEVE COHEN, U.S. HOUSE, FROM TENNESSEE

Representative COHEN: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Like a politician,
you are running. [LAUGHTER.] We do that.

I thank you all for being here. I have visited Belarus on a couple
of occasions and met with Lukashenko. He is a man who likes
power, and he is not going to give it up. He has no regard for the
law. He has regard for his own power and his own brilliant empire,
which he wants to have. He knows he is weak, and he knew he
was—to be the vassal of Putin. He had no choice but to give in to
Putin, because Putin would have taken over Belarus, so he made
his deal with the devil.

It is disturbing that he is taken these children. Ms. Rashevska,
has—the children in Belarus, they were kidnapped by the Russians
and then transferred to Belarus, is that correct?

Ms. RASHEVSKA: These children, they were displaced. Unfortu-
nately, we are not able to prove that all children were just kid-
napped. We have at least three groups of children, orphans, and
children deprived of parental care. This is approximately 150 kids
who were really kidnapped, who were really abducted because
Ukraine is the State who is responsible for these children, who has
parens patriae, has not given its consent to this transfer. In other
cases, it was really difficult to confirm or deny the not coerced na-
ture of this consent, because, unfortunately, most of these kids and
their parents, they still are in occupied territories. That is why to
contact these people and asked them whether these children were
returned, or they were not returned, this is just to put these people
under the risk to be persecuted by the Russian Federation.

We are really persuaded that the Belarusian regime is guilty,
just because these children were re-educated, just because these
children were indoctrinated. Several days ago, the new group of
children, orphans from the occupied Donetsk region, this is 38 or-
phans and children deprived of parental care, they were sent to
Belarus. The logistics of this transfer were totally new and unique.
First, these children were sent to Moscow, then these children were
sent to Minsk, then to Vitebsk. That is why we are not sure that
all children will be returned, especially because of their status.
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11

These children are orphans. No one is looking for them. Unfortu-
nately, Belarus, as well as Russia, they do not allow access of any
independent monitoring mission to the process of this transfer.

It is really difficult to just give a short answer to your question,
but this is a challenge for Ukraine just to identify the logistics of
this transfer and also the children who were allegedly kidnapped.

Representative COHEN: They would have come from eastern
Ukraine, is that not, correct?

Ms. RASHEVSKA: Yes.
Representative COHEN: Moscow, and Minsk, and then. Are they

being trained to be military, to be soldiers? Or just being in the
military to be taught to take orders and adapt to being Belarusian?

Ms. RASHEVSKA: This is a difference between Russia and Belarus
because while the Russian Federation is trying to make from these
children loyal Russian patriots and future soldiers, Belarus is only
assisting the Russian Federation to achieve this goal. That is why
we did not document cases where, for example, these children were
subjected to have Belarusian passports or Belarusian documents,
or these children were transferred to Belarusian families for adop-
tion, like it was with Ukrainian children deported to Russia. That
is why we should qualify as a crime to Belarusian representatives,
because they are not involved in the crime of deportation, but they
are involved in the crime against humanity. Their role is a little
bit different than the role of Russians, but it still is an inter-
national crime.

Representative COHEN: To the best of your knowledge have any
of these Ukrainian children been sent into the battlefield on behalf
of Russia.

Ms. RASHEVSKA: We documented at least 27 children who were
first sent to Belarus, then they were returned, then they were sent
to Russia. The plight of these children is unknown. We are not sure
that Belarus is not used at some point in order just to organize the
process of the final deportation of these children to Russia, for ex-
ample, to use this time in order to prepare these children to find
for them Russian foster families, and so on and so forth. This is
also the unique role of this stay in Belarus for these children.

Representative COHEN: Thank you very much.
I am going to yield to Mr. Quigley from Illinois.

STATEMENT OF MIKE QUIGLEY, U.S. HOUSE, FROM ILLINOIS

Representative QUIGLEY: Thank you, Chair.
Could you go just a little deeper dive, sir, into—you talked about

Belarus helping Russia evade sanctions. Can you give some exam-
ples and details on that?

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: Oh, okay. It is working.
I can give you an example. For at least a couple of years, there

was a huge disparity between the sanctions that were imposed on
Russia and Belarus. That means that there were goods that you
could not export to Russia, but you still could export to Belarus.
Lithuania has been actively advocating so that these sanctions
would be aligned. One of the reasons why we have advocated, be-
cause most of the goods that would go to Belarus go through Lith-
uania because of our logistical location. You know, the best roads,
the best railroads, the best connections go through my country.
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That is the—you know, the thing that we got from the Soviet
Union.

That we could monitor the goods that cross the border into
Belarus, and in certain goods we could monitor that they appear
further down. I will leave the report of dual-use goods, of the goods
that we would find later that were transferred to Belarus, but we
would find them in Russia-produced military equipment, as found
in the field in Ukraine. One anecdote is that for a very long time,
there was an ability to export luxury cars to Belarus but not to
Russia. Most of the modern luxury cars, they do have a GPS in-
stalled. That means that whenever the car is turned on for the first
time, it sends a location where it is turned on. You would have lux-
ury cars that are being exported to Belarus, to Minsk, but then for
the first time, they are turned on, not in Minsk but in Moscow.

Ms. KUPREICHYK: I can just give some examples how Belarus
helps Russia to evade the sanctions. Our organization has special-
ized on that question. Right now, we know that Lukashenko’s re-
gime helps Russia to fight against Ukraine totally. More than 84
percent of export of the Ministry of Industry of the Republic of
Belarus goes to Russia right now, 84 percent. It is, like, a big num-
ber. At the same time, we know that an example, the Belarusian
State industrial complex helped to produce Russia some military
goods. Like sights for tanks, for mortars, for artillery, and so on.

Lukashenko’s regime buys some equipment through China, and
after that, they collect the sights and so on. After that, they send
it to Russia, and Russia uses it in the battlefield, and so on. At the
same time, we know that the European Union’s 14th sanctions
package works really well. That package gives—because of that
package, Lukashenko lost more than one billion just over half of
the 2024 year. It is, like, a really good success of the work, and we
can show how sanctions work.

Thanks.

STATEMENT OF MARC A. VEASEY, U.S. HOUSE, FROM TEXAS

Representative VEASEY: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I wanted to talk with you about Wagner, because we have not

heard that much about them in the news lately. Not since the—
I am not going to call it the untimely death—but the death of their
leader. How would you characterize the activities of Russia’s Wag-
ner Group in Belarus today? Do you think that they currently pose
any sorts of threats, particularly with everything that is happening
in Ukraine right now? Either yes.

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: Go ahead.
Ms. KUPREICHYK: Okay, thanks. Yes, so our organization just col-

lected the data that right now in Belarus we just have not more
than 300 troops of Wagner, and that troops are training Belarusian
military forces because they have a lot of experience by partici-
pating in the Ukrainian war.

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: If I may. After the unsuccessful coup of Wag-
ner, most of the private mercenary, whatever, armies, they were in-
corporated into the general army structure of Russia because I be-
lieve, that there was a fear that, you know, that this could be re-
peated. You know, the actions of Wagner could be repeated. Cer-
tain activities of Wagner, again, under different names but this
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same leadership, have retained some activity in in Central African
states. This is where we monitor them still actively operating, the
same, same people. When it comes to Ukraine, when it comes to
Ukraine or Belarus, the picture has changed dramatically.

Probably the main lesson out of the whole situation, of the tur-
moil, let us call it that way, I think, at least for us and for the se-
curity of the region, was the speed of the development of events.
Because most of the people in the European theater were caught
off guard as to how fast the events were developing. When we talk
about the security, and when we say that we have eyes in Russia,
when we say that we have eyes in Belarus, and we do, we see
movement. Unfortunately, this does not count for stray units. This
does not count for immediate action when the decision is being
made on point and then the troop movement begins.

It should serve as a lesson as to how fast we can come from a
situation which is manageable and not pose a security threat, you
know, to NATO, and suddenly does eight hours later. This is—this
is the concept, and when we are talking about the increased need
of security for the eastern flank, this is the exact reason why. Be-
cause the countries are unstable, basically, and they do not nec-
essarily manage the threats to us the way that we think that they
might.

Representative VEASEY: How significant do you think it is? I
know that one of the Belarus officials announced just in the last
few days here that there are going to be some training exercises
with Russians in Belarus. How significant—have you heard what
that training exercise is? Is it more—is it more posturing, or is it
something that we think could turn into something where these
troops could actually get involved in Ukraine?

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: Look, I probably, you know, could tell you that
the war against Ukraine, it started as a training with 200,000
troops gathered by the northern and eastern parts of Ukraine. It
was posed as a training that is a yearly training. We had our share
of these trainings. They are called, you know, Zapad, western train-
ing exercises. I am not sure actually how much Russia now could
devote troops for training exercises because of its military activity,
you know, around Ukraine and in Ukraine. Therefore, I would not
expect them to be significant. You know, on the other hand, we
have to take these things seriously because it is a very easy cover.

Additionally, what I would like to mention is that there is a new
actor in Belarus, which cannot, you know, go [overlooked]. It is
China. Actually, Lukashenko has been actively inviting Chinese
companies, political activity, even military a couple of months back,
in Belarus. There is a chance that we are seeing not just an exten-
sion of what we talked of as the Russian military area into
Belarus, but of Chinese, you know, economic and political and even
possibly military in the future interest into the European con-
tinent, via Belarus.

Representative VEASEY: Let me ask you this in the last few sec-
onds. What can break Lukashenko away from Russia? Is there any-
thing that can, like, sever that relationship?

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: Well, sir, I can tell you that there is definitely
one thing that can break Lukashenko. That is Ukraine’s victory in
the war.
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Representative VEASEY: Thank you.
Representative COHEN: I recognize our State Department rep-

resentative, Ms. Rand.

STATEMENT OF DAFNA RAND, STATE DEPARTMENT
REPRESENTATIVE

Ms. RAND: Thank you very much, and thanks to all three of you
for your really moving testimoneys. Mr. Foreign Minister, nice to
see you again.

I have two quick questions. Both of you mentioned more sanc-
tions. We talked a little bit about sanctions evasion. On the indi-
vidual sanctions, like the Global Magnitsky sanctions, to get at the
individuals who are either involved in the human rights abuses or
involved in some of the military activities, can you, all three of you,
assess—you know, we have talked a little bit about the
delegitimization policies, right, to move these folks outside and to
shun them. Is that working, the sort of individually named sanc-
tions, either for human rights abuses or other activities? How are
those working? Is it more sanctions we need, or just better strategy
around the sanctions? That is the first question.

Ms. RASHEVSKA: I will start with providing you with one good ex-
ample how sanctions can work. Of course, when we are talking
about Putin, Lukashenko, Lvova-Belova and others, so top officials,
sanctions are not so efficient because these people just cannot stop
the deportation and reeducation of children because this is the
State policy. When we are talking about medium representatives,
like, for example, mayors of some cities in Belarus who are also in-
volved in the process of organizing these military, patriotic reedu-
cation of Ukrainian children in Belarus, so it works.

In 2023, Regional Center for Human Rights prepared a sanctions
proposal for the matter of Novopolotsk. This is the city in Belarus.
In this city, there were several groups of Ukrainian children who
were not just, like, subjected to some rehabilitation in hospitals,
but they were in Belarusian schools. Some of them were sent tem-
porarily to Belarusian families. The mayor of Novopolotsk orga-
nized four representatives of foreign countries, also inviting rep-
resentatives of the European Union to visit Novopolotsk in order to
legitimize this policy of reeducation, so we proposed to him. The
European Union included him into its sanction list. In 2024 we did
not document Ukrainian children in Novopolotsk, so it works.

Also, it works when these sanctions are only the so-called yellow
card for these people and other, like, institutions started preparing
something against them. For example, we first submitted Svitlana
Maiboroda. This is a representative from Mariupol who was in-
volved in the deportation of Ukrainian children. She was included
to many sanctions lists, not only in the European Union but also
in the United Kingdom and Canada. Then the procedure started,
criminal procedures started against her. Now this woman is also
not working in the field of sending Ukrainian children, especially
orphans and children deprived of parental care, to Russia or to
Belarus, so it is efficient.

What do we need? Of course we need more sanctions, not only
against individuals but also against organizations. Not like busi-
ness organizations, but also, for example, military patriotic move-
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ments, Yunarmiya, it is already sanctioned in the United States,
but we have also other organizations, like the Center ‘‘Warrior,’’ es-
tablished thanks to Putin and his money. Also, we have another or-
ganization, People’s Friendship Academy Akhmat, established
thanks to Ramzan Kadyrov. We need also to include these organi-
zations in the sanctions list.

We need to harmonize sanctions between different states because
it is just not normal when some people are already included into
the sanction list of the European Union, then they have some time
in order just to transfer their money to some other jurisdictions to
hide them. Then these jurisdictions started the process, announced
the process, just to include these people with the same evidence to
their sanctions list. We should harmonize. Maybe we need some
unified data base in order to do it, maybe some additional agree-
ments. When these processes are not harmonized, they are not so
efficient. Unfortunately, people who are really involved in the de-
portation and other crimes against Ukrainian children, for exam-
ple, these sanctions are just nothing.

Mr. KUPREICHYK: I just can give some examples of how sanctions
really work. Sanctions stopped production of sights for T–90 tanks
for more than three months in summer of 2024. I think we can
save a lot of lives of Ukrainian troops for that stopping period.
Since November 2023, the estimated profitability of some compa-
nies produced by State Military Industrial Complex of Belarus fell
to five percent. Where we push just some more, we can do, like,
zero or minus five percent, and it is not the reason to produce more
of that production. The price of BelAZ machinery delivery to any
part of the world has increased three times in four years. At the
same time, BelAZ holding is the main trough for the dictator
Lukashenko, from which he stole more than five billion U.S. for 17
years.

Right now, we sanction BelAZ holding and we need to sanction
Trade House BelAZ, which are based in Moscow. After that, we can
find stolen money and we can help Belarusian democratic forces to
win that game. According to the Belarusian foreign ministry, the
amount of losses from the 14th package of the European Union
sanctions amounted to about $2.5 billion U.S. I think it is really
good number. For that reason, we need more sanctions, because
Lukashenko’s regime is—like, it is not like a democratic State
when we need to do a lot of procedures and when we need to do
a lot of things to change this thing, or something like that. In
Belarus right now, it is an authoritarian State. Lukashenko can
just say two words and all the machine works to change the struc-
ture, change the scheme on the sanction evasion, and so on. For
that reason, we need to provide more sanctions and faster.

Thank you.
Ms. RAND: I am out of time. I just wanted to thank the govern-

ment of Lithuania for hosting the Belarusian opposition. We have
not talked about that, but that is an incredible service you are
doing to democracy in Belarus, and if there is anything we can do
to help.

Representative COHEN: Thank you.
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I would like to recognize the gentleman who represents the sec-
ond-best barbecue city in America, Kansas City, Mr. Cleaver.
[LAUGHTER.]

STATEMENT OF EMANUEL CLEAVER II, U.S. HOUSE, FROM
MISSOURI

Representative CLEAVER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
You know this is a complex issue, probably not as complex to

people who would like to see Lukashenko out of the way. I am hav-
ing —you know, I mean, you know, Belarus—most of the people in
Belarus speak Russian, is that? Yes?

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: There is a process of de-Belarusation. You can
call it that. Forced Russian language teaching that basically forces
people to abandon their mother tongue.

Representative CLEAVER: Which means they would not be able to
join—well, there is probably a number of reasons that they cannot
join NATO. Has there been a spirit of—even if it was under-
ground—to connect with and become a member of NATO?

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: If I may, look, there is—any questions of
Belarusians joining the transatlantic alliance or European Union
are in the future. Today, we can acknowledge a difference in spirit.
There are very few countries, you know, with the captured people—
and it is a captured people country—where you would see 600,000
people walking out in the street because the election was stolen
and asking for dignity and democracy being restored. That very
rarely happens. You would see a protest of, you know, tens of thou-
sands, maybe 100,000 is enormous. Belarusians went en masse,
600,000 people, and that has to be acknowledged.

The way that I addressed my parliament, usually when they
would ask how can we buildup pressure on Lukashenko and other
things, I said: We have to keep the spirit of freedom alive, because
it is there. It is repressed. It is horribly, horribly, horribly re-
pressed. There are, what, 1,500, 1,900 political prisoners currently
in prisons. That is—you know, that sends a message as how free
are you to go out now. Those 600,000 people are still there, and
they still believe in democracy. They still believe in their dignity
that has been stolen. We have to support that today for any other
questions to be answered in the future.

Representative CLEAVER: Thank you. I am also very concerned—
I mean, in the old Soviet Union, I am assuming, that it was just
simply a part of Russian territory. Now, if Russian—well, I guess
it was Belarusian land that Russia used, I guess, prior to the at-
tack into Ukraine. Is there any suggestion, even mildly, that Rus-
sian troops are being—or, let us say, Belarusian troops, integrated
into Russian units? I mean, Russia has lost—nobody knows the
number of troops they have lost. In trying to get a land army, you
know, I guess now we are looking at North Korean troops. I am
just wondering if there are Belarusians who would have any desire
to fight with the Russians.

Mr. KUPREICHYK: Right now we have a military unit in Ukraine,
Belarusian democratic military unit in Ukraine, Po5k
Kalinoŭskaha. Right now—we know we just collected data from the
military services of Lukashenko’s regime. We know that after war
starts in 2022, a lot of Lukashenko’s troops changed their mind.
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They do not want to participate in that crime war. They do not
want to die in Ukraine. They want to do something like connected
with the war in Ukraine.

We have a few military units in Belarus which just want to par-
ticipate in that war. It is like a mobik. It is like the most terrifying
unit in Belarus, which tortured a lot of Belarusians. Belarusian
OMON, it is like a special militia unit in Belarus, and so on. We
know that the mostly Belarusian officers of the army, of the police,
like militia in Belarus, do not want to participate in the war in
Ukraine. They do not want to go to Ukraine.

Representative CLEAVER: Nor would they want to be a part of the
Collective Security Treaty Organization that has been set up?

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: Yes, they are a part of a treaty. They are part
of a treaty. As far as we know, and as far as we have been briefed
by our services, is that they are resisting, until now successfully,
any pressure by Russians to join in active military activity in
Ukraine. There have been worries that—at this stage Belarusian
troops might join in the activities, especially if Russia, you know,
feels pressure. I understand that the Ukrainian military also
serves as some sort of deterrent, that currently Belarus is not
being attacked by Ukraine. There are no targets that are being,
you know, hit in in Belarus.

That message has been sent to Belarusian authorities, that if you
would decide to join in together with Russians actively fighting in
Ukraine with your troops, your military targets would become tar-
gets for Ukrainian weapons. This is probably what works as some
sort of deterrent until now. We are not sure whether that will re-
main so, and therefore Ukrainians and others in the in the region,
you know, we have to keep being vigilant with whether that hap-
pens.

Representative CLEAVER: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Ms. RASHEVSKA: May I just briefly add to this? Because, unfortu-

nately, the part of this resistance is not to participate actively on
the field in Ukraine with armed forces, the part of this resistance
is the policy of indoctrination of Ukrainian children by the
Belarusian regime. This is, you know, some point where
Lukashenko may play, talking to Putin, is that, oh, I am partici-
pating in these activities. Ukrainian children are welcomed in
Belarus in order to be militarized and reeducated. We are sup-
porting this policy. We are not ready to support you actively by our
military troops. Unfortunately, in this case Ukrainian children are
just instrumentalized by Lukashenko regime for another time.

Representative CLEAVER: Thank you.
Representative COHEN: Thank you, Mr. Cleaver.
Mr. Landsbergis, you said that if Ukraine wins over Russia, that

would be a problem for Lukashenko. Why do you say that?
Mr. LANDSBERGIS: Well, sir, we in Lithuania see war in Ukraine

as a zero-sum game. If Ukraine is stronger, if it is able to push
Russia out, that means that Russia gets weaker. If it gets weaker,
its grasp—geopolitical grasp, political grasp on so many countries
in the region, on the captive nations, becomes weaker.

Representative COHEN: I understand that. It becomes weaker. I
do not know that if it becomes weaker that Lukashenko gets
stronger because he is pretty weak when he capitulates to Putin,
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which is what he did. He capitulated without a war, but he saw
what would happen, and Putin would have taken over Belarus.

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: Well, sir, he clings on his partnership with
Putin. Putin serves him as a geopolitical bodyguard. If Putin is no
longer there, you know, too busy solving his own problems, this is
where Belarus has a chance. Belarusian people have a chance, and
obviously, it is up to them how to realize that chance. You know,
I would not name the ways, but I am thinking that they are pretty
clear what they can do. Now we are seeing Russia, its military, so
closely supporting the regime in Belarus, this is what chokes the
freedom out of people.

Representative COHEN: Well, it is a difficult situation—[off
mic]—resolution is going to be. I mean, Lukashenko wants to be
Lukashenko, and he wants to stay in power. Putin wants to be
Peter the Great. That is a whole bigger picture with his ego and
life after death and immortality. I do not think Lukashenko thinks
of mortality. Lukashenko thinks about today and his grasp on
power and wants to keep it. Those are different perspectives, I
guess.

Then Ms. Rashevska, we know that the children—how do you
know that they are orphaned? Did they come from an orphanage,
or do the—you just assumed they did?

Ms. RASHEVSKA: You know, the most maybe horrific thing that
Russians, as well as Belarusians, do, they are not even trying to
hide all details about these children. Sometimes we even found in
open sources names and surnames of these children. Then we
verified their data with Ukrainian data base Children of War. We
found that these children were not only orphans or children de-
prived of parental care but they were looked for as children de-
ported by Russia.

They are just publishing everything because they would like to
maybe—to legitimize their actions by this way. Also, of course, they
are even identifying the number of boarding schools from which
these children were taken, sometimes, like Amvrosiivka Boarding
School Number Five. We know all the details. We are persuaded
that these children are orphans. Of course, this is information from
open sources, but we also had a closed source of information with
all relevant data in order to verify our assumptions.

Representative COHEN: Orphaned because their parents died be-
fore the war and they were in an orphanage, or the parents died
when the Russians invaded?

Ms. RASHEVSKA: There are both types. Like, children who were
before the large-scale invasion in these boarding institutions, but
also there are some children, in particular from Mariupol, who lost
their parents. This is the most difficult situation because these
children were not previously in the unified data base of Ukraine.
Unfortunately, we do not know any personal information about
these children, about their blood relatives, and so on, and so forth.
That is why it is really difficult to identify these children and also
to return them back to Ukraine. One child, one boy from Mariupol,
he was first taken to Belarus to this reeducation camp, and then
unfortunately he was not returned to the occupied territory. We
just do not know his plight. Maybe he was taken to Russia to forc-
ible adoption.
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Representative COHEN: Yes. Well, I do not know what the story
is, whether these Belarusian authorities want these young people
to be Belarusian and be there and have a home in Belarus, or if
they want them to be part of the military. If they become part of
the military, they very likely could die in battle, and then they
would lose them. Whether they are more valuable alive to Belarus
as showing the youth and what they have done for them, or if they
are more powerful being a part of the military. I do not know what
their priority is. Do you have any idea what their priority would
be? To send them to battle or would they want to keep them in
Belarus to keep them alive?

Ms. RASHEVSKA: As I have already mentioned, these children,
they are not detained in Belarus. That is why they are not imposed
by Belarusian citizenship. They are not becoming Belarusian citi-
zens and so on and so forth. Of course, we have documented cases
where Belarusian representatives, they expressed their will that
these children in future will enter Belarusian universities and then
will live in Belarus. Unfortunately, some children publicly told the
Belarusian media that, oh, maybe in the future we would like to
live in Belarus because they were just indoctrinated. They were
just brainwashed.

The main goal here is just to assist Russia in achieving this goal
to militarize Ukrainian children and to turn them into Russian sol-
diers, not Belarusians, because, as I have already mentioned and
highlighted, that Belarus is not really actively participating in this
war with their troops. That is why they are just preparing Ukrain-
ian children for Russian soldiers, in order that Russia in future will
use these children as cannon fodder against the proper nation.

Representative COHEN: Yes, that is what—I have read that, that
that possibly it would occur, and they are indoctrinating them, and
they would be fodder—you know, cannon fodder, and they would go
and fight Ukrainians, and that they need—they need bodies.

Ms. RASHEVSKA: Yes, I would also like to highlight that, unfortu-
nately, we already had cases where children from occupied Crimea
and Donetsk and Luhansk region, so-called DPR and LPR, it was
before the full-scale invasion. These children were also militarized
with this Yunarmiya movement. Then the children participated in
the ‘‘special military operation.’’ Some children died because they
were killed, and other children, they survived. They were demobi-
lized, and now these children, ex-children, Russian soldiers al-
ready, they are training Ukrainian children from newly occupied
territories.

This is a really dangerous tendency because the Russian Federa-
tion is trying to use already brainwashed children from Ukraine
against children who are from newly occupied territories, who have
this Ukrainian identity. They are just trying to demonstrate that,
oh, please join this all-military patriotic movements and military
camps. Be like us, because if not you will be bullied. You will be
like your brothers as a Ukrainian ex-child, if not—they will do
something against you. This is—this use of Ukrainian children,
each against each other, this is very dangerous, unfortunately.

Representative COHEN: Thank you.
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Mr. Cleaver, do you have anything else? If not any of the three
of you all want something else to offer to us? Final closing state-
ment?

Mr. KUPREICHYK: Thanks a lot.
Representative COHEN: Thank you.
Mr. KUPREICHYK: Today we have a really difficult situation be-

cause we have a full-scale invasion in the center of Europe. My
State, because of Lukashenko, participated in that criminal war.
Right now, Belarus people cannot protest on the streets. Belarus
people cannot write anything in social media, because in a few
days, the policeman comes to the people. Right now, we need to
fight against Lukashenko. We are asking on the whole democratic
world to help Belarusian democratic forces to fight against the
Lukashenko regime. We are asking for help and we are asking for
your support. Thanks a lot for your attention. Long live Belarus.

Representative COHEN: Let me ask you this question. I know
there are American military forces in eastern Lithuania, kind of
north of Vilnius, I think, and right near the Russian border. There
is Russian forts just across the way. Are those manned by
Belarusians or by Russians these days?

Mr. KUPREICHYK: Right now we do not have any information that
Lukashenko’s regime placed Belarusian army or Russian troops on
the border with Lithuania. At the same time, we know that Putin
does not want to stop in Ukraine. Putin prepares for the big battle
in 2026–2028. We know that right now Putin’s militarized a lot of
new plants, and manufacturers in Belarus to produce artillery
shells, the rockets for the MLRS Grad, and so on. Right now, we
just collecting information about a new plant in Belarus that Chi-
nese engineers are helping to build. That plan should produce more
than 10,000 rockets, 122 millimeters, in a month. It is, like, a big
number of shells. We know that Putin does not want to stop in
Ukraine. For that reason, we need to fight against Lukashenko.
For that reason, we need to fight against Putin.

Representative COHEN: Yes, I got you. Thank you. Yes, sir.
Representative CLEAVER: Just following, is there tension—a visi-

ble tension—maybe you cannot see tension, you have to feel it. A
tension between Poland and Belarus?

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: Well, sir, there is a tension throughout the re-
gion. When you have neighbors like Russia or Belarus, there is al-
ways tension.

Representative CLEAVER: I know it is a bad neighborhood, but
I—

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: You know, but getting into specifics, I prob-
ably could mention that there has been a long-standing row be-
tween Belarus and Poland when it comes to an imprisoned head of
the Polish minority in Belarus. Poland was actively seeking his re-
lease out of prison, and possibly out of the country. It was denied,
so this is just one of the examples. I mean, when you have nuclear
arms placed closer to your border, where there is supposed to be
none, it provides tension.

Representative COHEN: Let me ask you one other question. You
are the foreign minister. You know about Russian television, which
Putin controls, putting the nude pictures of the president-to-be’s
wife on television. Where is the psychology of that? Is that just to
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say, hey, we have got other pictures and be careful, and we will use
them? Or is that just—I mean, it is just bizarre. What kind of
thinking was behind that, do you think?

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: I think their intention, you know, one has to
try to look into the mind of a person, right, because there is a per-
son who is playing some sort of a game. I would assume that it is
a game of humiliation.

Representative COHEN: Just to humiliate? Not blackmail, more
humiliation.

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: No, I do not think that this would be the case.
I think that it is humiliation. This has been done in the past with
quite a lot of other people, let us say, who Putin wants to either
intimidate or humiliate. It could be, you know, what was previously
a Russian opposition, that was a usual Friday evening for them to,
you know, to find themselves on national TV, kind of to make a
joke or something like that.

Representative COHEN: Yes. It was pretty weird. I think he will
never go to Mar-a-Lago?

Mr. LANDSBERGIS: Sorry?
Representative COHEN: Putin, think he has plans to go to Mar-

a-Lago? [LAUGHTER.]
Mr. LANDSBERGIS: If I may, sir, you know, my point is—and, you

know, coming back to your previous question, I think—when we
talked about Lukashenko and what can weaken him, I think we
are given a historic chance with what is happening in Ukraine. I
hope —I really do hope that we will not miss it. Because we are
on a crossroads. It is either we make Ukraine stronger for what-
ever comes, for the battlefield, for negotiations, but just stronger—
way, way stronger than it is now. That solves so many things in
the region. That solves NATO’s eastern flank. That solves Belarus.
That solves Moldova. That solves Romania’s election, you know,
where Russia is now actively trying to influence them. It solves the
South Caucasus, Georgia, and Armenia.

I mean, it basicall—you know, there is a point that connects to
so many other points. If we do not solve it, if we do not make
Ukraine stronger, we will have to return to this chamber and talk
about way bigger problems in Belarus, in Georgia, in Moldova, in
Lithuania. You know, who knows where it will stop. I really do
hope that those with power will be able to use it.

Representative COHEN: Thank you, sir. I can assure you; you
have my support. Ukraine does. I understand your position and it
is exactly right. It would be a terrible mistake to go back to just
acquiescing to Putin, letting him think he won, and basically let-
ting him win. Then he will not stop there. It will be Estonia, and
Lithuania, Latvia. You know, he has got his eyes on Balkan coun-
tries as well, and there is no stopping him, and a bad situation.

Thank you all for your testimony and your time. Appreciate you
so much. With that, this is adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 3:59 p.m., the hearing ended.]
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ADDITIONAL SUBMISSION FOR THE RECORD
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OPENING PREPARED STATEMENT OF BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

Thank you to Chairman Wilson for organizing this hearing.
In 2020, as Lukashenka ordered a violent crackdown against the massive protests

that erupted over the rigged Presidential election, the Kremlin gave Lukashenka a
1.5-billion-dollar lifeline. Were it not for Vladimir Putin’s support, Alyaksandr
Lukashenka could not sustain himself as the dictator of Belarus today.

This dependence has not always been the case. Just a few years ago it was
Lukashenka who was teaching Putin new techniques of repression. The number of
political prisoners in Belarus still exceeds those in Russia and unfortunately has
served as a model for Putin to emulate.

With Putin exercising nearly total control over Belarus, however,
Belarus is a co-belligerent in Russia’s war against Ukraine. In particular,

Belarus’s facilitation of the forced relocation and ‘‘re-education’’ of Ukrainian chil-
dren, abducting them and teaching them to disown and hate their home country.

That is why I believe that the United States and our partners must continue to
impose sanctions against Belarus as well as Russia because practically they are
functioning as a single belligerent in this war.

This alliance is not only a threat to Ukraine and to all our allies in the region
whose borders with Russia and Belarus. Russia’s de facto annexation also hurts in-
nocent Belarussian citizens.

As we mark International Human Rights Day on December 10, we need to re-
member the victims of this Belarusian dictatorship. Belarusians threatened by
transnational repression abroad. The family members of those forced into exile who
are still tormented by the Belarussian security forces, and the over one thousand
political prisoners, that suffer in Lukashenka’s prisons.

I look forward to learning more from our panelists about how we can do more to
combat this tyranny and hold dictators and their accomplices accountable for their
crimes.

Thank you.

Æ
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