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MARKUP OF: H.R. 7984, THE RURAL SMALL
BUSINESS RESILIENCE ACT; H.R. 5333, THE
INVESTING IN ALL OF AMERICA ACT; H.R.
8014, THE TRANSPARENCY AND PREDICT-
ABILITY IN SMALL BUSINESS OPPORTUNI-
TIES ACT; H.R. 7987, THE PLAIN LANGUAGE
IN CONTRACTING ACT; H.R. 7988, THE SPUR
ACT OF 2024; H.R. 7985, THE ENTRE-
PRENEURS WITH DISABILITIES REPORTING
ACT; H.R. 7989, THE THINKDIFFERENTLY
ABOUT DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT ACT

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2024

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS,
Washington, DC.

The Committee met, pursuant to call, at 10:01 a.m., in Room
2360, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Roger Williams [chair-
man of the Committee] presiding.

Present: Representatives Williams, Stauber, Meuser, Van Duyne,
Salazar, Mann, Ellzey, Molinaro, Alford, Crane, Bean, Lalota,
Maloy, Velazquez, Golden, Phillips, Landsman, MecGarvey,
Gluesenkamp Perez, Scholten, Thanedar, Chu, Davids, and Pappas.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The committee will now come to order. A
quorum is present. Without objection, the Chair is authorized to
declare recess of the committee at any time. As required by House
rules, a copy of the legislative measures have been made available
to the Members and the public at least 24 hours in advance.

Pursuant to committee rule 13 and House rule XI, all votes will
be rolled to the end of the meeting. I now recognize myself for
opening remarks.

Good morning again and welcome to today’s markup where we
will be discussing seven bills that will address the needs of our na-
tion’s small business. I am going to be speaking on each of the bills
we bring up today in much greater detail so I will keep these re-
marks very brief.

To put it bluntly, Main Street America has been forced to play
defense every day thanks to this administration’s regulatory agen-
da. My colleagues and I on this committee have the privilege of
being main street’s voice in Washington and that is why our work
is so important.
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Moreover, it is our job we put forward meaningful policy solu-
tions that will help our nation’s job creators. When small busi-
nesses can hire more employees and reinvest in their businesses
and communities the country operates at its very best.

The seven bills before us today have been discussed widely by all
Members and staff, and for that I am very grateful. Now before us
today are bills that improve access to disaster assistance for those
in rural areas, increase employment opportunities for people with
disabilities, and require federal contracts to be written in plain lan-
guage, I repeat plain language, so small businesses won’t need a
team of compliance officers to simply be competitive, just to name
a few.

In closing, I would like to thank our Members for bringing these
bills forward for consideration in today’s markup. Every piece of
legislation we are going to look at today is a product of hearings
and investigations we have conducted. I am extremely proud to see
how our committee is generating sound and responsible legislation
that will make main street stronger.

With that I look forward to today’s markup. I yield to the distin-
guished Ranking Member from the great state of New York, Ms.
Velazquez. ,

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you for
holding this markup today. We are considering seven bills to make
improvements to SBA programs and services from focusing on
rural disaster and disabled communities to improving the SBIC
program and contracting rules.

We have a strong slate of bills before us. Main street small busi-
nesses are the life blood of our nation’s economy driving innovation
and job creation and helping millions of Americans achieve the
American Dream. I stand committed to creating more opportunities
for entrepreneurs so that they continue to thrive and in turn create
good-paying jobs in our local communities.

I plan to lend my support to the seven bipartisan bills we are
considering today. My hope is that we will work together to bring
a fair ratio of Republican and Democratic bills to the floor in the
near future. Thank you, Mr. Williams, and I look forward to a pro-
ductive markup.

I yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Thank you. And does any other Member seek
recognition for the purpose of making an opening statement? See-
ing none, we will now move to the consideration of the first bill.

H.R. 7984

The first bill we will mark up is H.R. 7984, the Rural Small
Business Resilience Act, introduced by Representatives Pappas and
Bean. I now recognize the bill’s sponsor, Mr. Pappas for an opening
statement.

Mr. PAPPAS. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. In New
Hampshire, our small businesses are part of the backbone of our
local economies and make up the fabric of our rural communities,
and we know that rural small businesses face unique challenges
that a one-size-fits-all approach by government agencies is simply
ineffective at providing the support that they need.

That is why I introduced the Rural Small Business Resilience
Act. The bipartisan legislation would require the Small Business
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Administration to tailor its outreach and marketing efforts to reach
our rural small businesses and ensure that small businesses in
rural areas have full access to SBA disaster assistance.

I am glad to be working with Representatives Bean, Golden, and
Mann on this issue, and will continue to work in a bipartisan fash-
ion to build support for this and other legislation that will help
America’s small businesses.

I remain committed to ensuring that rural small businesses and
our local economies can grow and thrive and I urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

I yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. I now recognize the bill’s cosponsor, Mr. Bean,
for an opening statement.

Mr. BEAN. Very good morning, Mr. Chairman. Thank you so
much. Good morning, Committee, and good morning those attend-
ing Small Business this morning. We are glad to have you here.
Welcome to your nation’s capital.

I am pleased to co-lead H.R. 7984, the Rural Small Business Re-
silience Act, along with my new good friend, Representative Pappas
from the great state of New Hampshire, also known as the Granite
State. This legislation will require the SBA to appropriately tailor
marketing and outreach materials to rural communities following
a disaster.

We all know the challenges facing America’s rural communities
following a disaster are different than those in urban areas and
often are unique in their needs that go unmet. Natural disasters
are all too common in the free state of Florida. We would still wel-
come you there if you want to come stay or come vacation, where
the yearly threat of hurricanes is top of mind for small business
owners.

In February of this year, the Government Accountability Office,
the GAO, issued a report on how targeted outreach from the SBA
can benefit rural communities. The GAO found that people in rural
areas may not be aware of the assistance the SBA can provide fol-
lowing a disaster.

The GAO recommends the SBA distinguish between rural and
urban communities and their outreach and marketing programs
following a disaster. Thankfully, Mr. Pappas and I have heard that
message loud and clear from the GAO and we think we have the
answer to help rural small businesses get the answer that they are
looking for.

The answer is, and I have it, it is the Rural Small Business Re-
silience Act. And I look forward, Members, to working with you and
working with Representative Pappas on the passage of this com-
monsense bipartisan bill and urge colleagues to join us, join our
team to make this happen.

Mr. Chairman, does everybody know you were up at 5:00 for
baseball this morning and yet you are here today to serve the
needs of small businesses across America? Thank you for your lead-
ership, and I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Thank you for those remarks. Are there any
other Members who wish to be recognized for a statement on the
bill?
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Okay. If there are no other Members—I am sorry. Once all Mem-
bers—you—the Chairman—Ranking Member, will you speak on
this bill? |

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Are you recognizing me?

Mr. WILLJAMS. I am recognizing you, Madam Chair.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I commend Mr.
Pappas, Mr. Bean, Mr. Golden, and Mr. Mann for their bipartisan
effort to bring H.R. 7984 before the committee today.

The Government Accountability Office provides Congress with
fact-based, nonpartisan information to improve government pro-
grams and save taxpayers dollars. In February GAO issued a re-
port that examined SBA disaster loan program and challenges
rural communities face.

GAO found that rural communities have unique obstacles mak-
ing it harder to recover after a disaster such as a lack of infrastruc-
ture, human resources, and funding. While SBA has taken steps to
better meet the needs of disaster survivors, GAO found a more tar-
geted approach is needed in rural areas.

This legislation would go a long way in signaling to SBA that
strengthening outreach to rural communities is a priority.

I commend Mr. Pappas, Mr. Bean, Mr. Golden, and Mr. Mann for
their leadership, and I yield back. Thank you.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentlelady yields back. And I want to now
recognize myself to speak in support of this legislation.

H.R. 7984, the Rural Small Business Resilience Act, will require
the SBA to meet communities where they are following a disaster.
And there is no secret that Americans in rural communities face
different challenges following a disaster than their urban counter-
parts.

It makes sense then that a one-size-fits-all outreach and mar-
keting plan from the SBA is inadequate. The GAO confirmed this
in their February 2024 report stating that oftentimes individuals
in rural areas do not even know assistance is available from the
SBA as they try to get back on their feet following a disaster.

The SBA’s disaster loan program offers loans to help home-
owners, renters, businesses, and nonprofits recover from physical
and economic losses following a declared disaster.

And I am grateful to Representatives Pappas and Bean for intro-
ducing this legislation so that rural Americans will have full access
to their resources when disaster strikes and I urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

If there is no further discussion, the committee now moved to
consider of H.R. 7984.

The clerk will report.

The CLERK. H.R. 7984, to require the administration

Mr. WILLIAMS. Without objection, the first reading of the bill
is dispensed and, without objection, the bill is considered and is
read and open for amendment. Do any Members seek recognition
for the purpose of offering an amendment?

Seeing none, the question is now on adoption of H.R. 7984 and
favorably reporting it to the House.

All those in favor, say aye.

All those opposed, say no.




5

In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it and H.R. 7984 is
agreed to be reported favorably to the House.

Mr. BEAN. Mr. Chairman?

Mr. WILLIAMS. What do you seek recognition for?

Mr. BEAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I seek to request a re-
corded vote.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Okay. A recorded voted has been requested and
a roll call vote is ordered pursuant to Committee Rule 13 and
House rule XI. Further proceedings on the bill are postponed.

H.R. 5333

The next bill we will markup is H.R. 5333, the Investing in All
of America Act of 2023, introduced by Representatives Meuser and
Scholten. The clerk will report.

The CLERK. H.R. 5333, to amend the——

Mr. WILLIAMS. Without objection, H.R. 5333 is considered as
read and open for amendment.

The bill’s sponsor, Mr. Meuser, has an amendment in the nature
of a substitute at the desk. The amendment has been pre-distrib-
uted to all Members and the clerk will report the amendment.

The CLERK. Amendment in the nature of a substitute to
H.R.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Without objection, the amendment is considered
as read and the substitute will be considered base text of the bill
for the purpose of amendment.

I now recognize the bill’s sponsor, Mr. Meuser, for his statement.

Mr. MEUSER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Small business investment companies, SBICs, are privately
owned companies that are licensed and regulated by the SBA.
SBICs raise private capital by the Small Business Administration
and it is matched with leverage by the SBA. SBICs then deploy
these private funds along with the SBA guaranteed funding to in-
vest directly in small businesses.

The SBIC program operates at a zero-subsidy cost to the Amer-
ican taxpayer. In other words, taxpayer funds are not utilized to
support credit extended to SBIC investments. SBIC-backed busi-
nesses have created over 3 million new jobs and supported an addi-
tional 10.5 million jobs over just the last two decades.

Last year alone SBICs invested over $8 billion in small busi-
nesses across America, including $412 million in my home state of
Pennsylvania to small business. Now, the SBIC program has been
very successful in responsibly deploying capital to small businesses.
Recent studies have shown that less than 20 percent of SBIC in-
vestment reaches low- to middle-income communities.

So, H.R. 5333, the Investing in All of America Act, which I intro-
duced with Representative Scholten, would incentive the deploy-
ment of additional capital to small business located in rural or low-
income areas as well as small businesses in the national security
technology sectors. Dollars invested in these areas will not count
against individual SBIC’s leveraged cap.

By creating this incentive, the Investing in All of America Act
will encourage private capital investment in the parts of America
that are, in fact, often overlooked. It is important to note that the
bonus leverage included in this legislation does not change the cost
or risks of the SBIC program.
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The existing successful private capital ratio to SBA leverage that
has kept the program operating so well and at no subsidy will re-
main the same. This legislation would also adjust the SBIC lever-
age caps to account for inflation. SBIC leverage caps have not been
adjusted since 2015, for single licenses in 2018 for a family of
funds. Since the last adjustments inflation has risen nearly 30 per-
cent.

So, as we continue to deal with increasing inflation, reinstating
the inflation adjustor for the leverage cap is essential to ensure the
investment power of SBICs remain consistent with the broader
markets and ensure the program can continue to provide small
business with the capital they need.

Just yesterday the Subcommittee on Economic Growth Tax and
Capital Access, which I Chair, held a hearing examining the SBIC
program. In addition to discussing the positive effects of the pro-
gram, we did discuss improvements that could be made. I am
happy to say that a number of the reforms suggested by our wit-
nesses are included in this legislation.

While there is more work to do, this legislation will make a posi-
tive impact on those participating in the SBIC programs and assist
them deploying even more capital to worthy small businesses, espe-
cially, again, those who are often overlooked.

Now, before I conclude I would ask, Mr. Chairman, for unani-
mous consent to insert a letter into the record from nearly 100
small business investment companies in support of this legislation.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Granted.

Mr. MEUSER. I would like to thank Representative Scholten for
her partnership on this legislation and bipartisan group of 14
Members who have cosponsored it. I would also like to thank
Chairman Williams for bringing this bill forward for the consider-
ation today.

I look forward to continued working with my colleagues to ensure
the SBA’s programs, like the SBICs, are serving as small business
as vgeg and responsibly deploying capital to areas where it is most
needed.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentleman yields back.

I now recognize the bill’s cosponsor, Ms. Scholten, for a state-
ment.

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Thank you so much to the bill’s leader, Mr.
Meuser, and to Chairman Williams for bringing this bill before
committee. This is what I came to Congress to do, these types of
bipartisan, commonsense solutions that help Main Street America
and rural parts of our community that are often overlooked.

Michigan is home to almost 1 million small businesses. That is
99.6 percent of all privately owned businesses in the state. This bill
is going to have a huge impact. On any given day, the issue of ac-
cess to capital is among the greatest challenge for our small busi-
nesses. For low-, middle-income and rural communities this issue
hits even closer to home.

Recent studies have show that less than 20 percent of small busi-
ness investment companies, SBIC funds are reaching these commu-
nities. That is insane. For a program with a long history of success,
this disparity is completely unacceptable and it is incumbent upon
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this committee the program so that it serves small business owned
by people from all walks of life.

That is exactly what we are doing here today. That is why I am
so proud to lead the Investing in All of America Act, which would
not only incentivize the deployment of additional capital to under-
served communities by not counting dollars invested in rural or
low-income areas or in the national security technology sector
against the SBICs’ leverage count.

This bipartisan solution would bolster SBIC program success as
a zero subsidy, pubic-private partnership by encouraging invest-
ments in rural areas in industries that are vital to national defense
here in West Michigan and across the country.

It is critical that these businesses can get the investments that
they need to continue growing our economy especially those in un-
derserved and rural communities. I strongly urge Members to vote
on this bipartisan and important legislation.

Thank you again to the bill’s cosponsor, Mr. Meuser, and to the
Chair. I yield back the remainder of my time, sir.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentlelady yields back.

Are there any other Members who wish to recognized for a state-
ment on the bill?

Okay. If there are no Members who wish to be recognized, I
would like to recognize the Ranking Member to speak on the bill.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you to
Representatives Meuser and Scholten for your bipartisan leader-
ship on this bill. H.R. 5333 makes statutory improvements to the
SBAC program to provide access to additional leverage when they
invest in small businesses in rural or underserved communities, or
small business critical to national security.

Due to the capital-intensive nature and early revenue profile
small firms operating in America’s critical technology sector need
institutional investors with longer term time horizons to raise cap-
ital. Yet, due to statutory constraints these investors are often lim-
ited in their ability to participate in the SBIC program, making the
program an unsuitable option for critical technology to raise cap-
ital.

By providing SBICs with additional leverage flexibility, this bill
will enable the SBA and Defense Department to successfully carry
out their joint small business investment company critical tech-
nology initiative. By providing SBICs with additional bonus lever-
age, we are encouraging investment in small employers in our com-
munities that need it most.

I again want to thank Representatives Meuser and Scholten for
their leadership on this issue. I also want to thank Chairman Wil-
liams and his team for their collaboration on technical edits to the
bill and the team at the SBA for their feedback.

I believe through the effort of all parties involved we have got
in this bill to a good place. I am proud to support it and encourage
Members to vote yes.

I yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentlelady yields back. And I now recognize
myself to speak in support of this legislation.

Small business are faced with continual disadvantages when it
comes to assessing capital whether it’s burdensome regulations and
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high interest rates, banks are being forced to tighten their lending
standards.

When this happens, small businesses are often the ones forced to
pay the higher price to much needed funds. This is where the
SBA’s SBIC program comes into help. This program expands the
options available to our nation’s job creators to assess vital funding
to grow and expand their operations.

And H.R. 5333 makes the thoughtful improvements to ensure
that the SBIC program continues to be an essential part of helping
many small businesses navigate these economic challenges and in-
crease the avenues to access capital. The bill allows the SBIC li-
cense commitment to account for inflation and provides additional
leverage to licensees when committing to invest in smaller enter-
prises in underserved areas, specifically in rural America and areas
of critical national defense technologies.

Additionally, the bill directs no new spending and no new man-
dates allowing the program to continue operating at no cost to the
taxpayer. Just yesterday in a subcommittee hearing we heard
about the benefits this bill will have on program participants. The
bill will make meaningful changes to the SBIC program all without
adding additional risk for the taxpayers.

I urge my colleagues to vote yes, on both the amendment and the
nature of substitute on H.R. 5333 and the underlying bill.

So, do any Members seek recognition of the purpose of offering
the amendment to the amendment in the nature of a substitute?
If there is no further discussion, on the question now on the
amendment in the nature of a substitute to H.R. 5333, offered by
Mr. Meuser.

All those in favor, say aye.

All those opposed, say no.

In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it. The amendment
and the nature of the substitute H.R. 5333 offered by Mr. Meuser
is agreed to.

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Chairman?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes, sir?

Mr. MEUSER. I would like to request a recorded vote.

Mr. WILLIAMS. A recorded vote

Mr. MEUSER. I withdraw my request.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Request is withdrawn. Okay. The question now
iSknow on favorably reporting H.R. 5333 as amended to the House.

ay.

All those in favor, say aye.

Opposed?

In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it and H.R. 5333, as
amended, is agreed to in order to favorably move to the House.

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Chairman?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes, sir?

Mr. MEUSER. I would now like to request a recorded vote.

Mr. WILLIAMS. For what purpose does the gentleman seek rec-
ognition for a recorded vote?

Mr. MEUSER. Yes, sir, for a recorded vote. Thank you.

Mr. WILLIAMS. A recorded vote has been requested and a roll
call is ordered. Pursuant to Committee Rule 13 and House rule XI
further proceedings on the bill is postponed.




All right.

H.R. 8014

The next bill we will markup is H.R. 8014, the Transparency and
Predictability in Small Business Opportunities Act, introduced by
Representatives Mfume and Alford. I now recognize the bill’s spon-
sor. Mr. Mfume is not here I don’t think. Is he? Okay. All right.
All right.

I now recognize the bill’s cosponsor, Mr. Alford for an opening
statement.

Mr. ALFORD. Thank you, Mr. Chair, and thank you so much,
Ranking Member Velazquez, for holding this markup session today.
I tell you what, I love coming to these sessions. It is a culmination
of hard work, determination, and grit, and we are getting back to
doing the business for Main Street America and I love that.

This committee really exists in Congress to champion main
street, to make sure that small businesses that employ about half
of all Americans continue to thrive. Our role is to help lower the
barriers to creating small businesses and to support small busi-
nesses that already exist. A major tool to help existing small busi-
nesses are government contracts specifically set aside for small
businesses.

However, federal agencies cancel contracts solicitations many
times with no warning and no reason, leaving the small businesses
that spent thousands or tens of thousands of dollars and hours pre-
paring a bid, leaving them out in the cold.

This bill, the Transparency and Predictability in Small Business
Opportunities Act, would help address this problem, help solve it,
help end it. This legislation would require agencies to provide the
Small Business Administration a justification for canceled contract
solicitations. Additionally, this would require the agency canceling
the contract solicitations to disclose available information about
plans to reissue similar solicitations.

Finally, if the agency does not plan on reissuing a solicitation,
the agency’s director of small and disadvantaged business utiliza-
tion must assist the small business in identifying similar con-
tracting opportunities. Basically, Mr. Chairman and Ranking Mem-
ber, this is setting up people for success and breaking down bar-
riers in the process.

I am proud to support this legislation, proud to be on this with
Mr. Mfume. It is going to help provide stability and predictability
to small business contractors, part of our responsibility on this
committee.

Thank you and I yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentleman yields back. Are there any other
Members who wish to recognized for a statement on the bill?

Okay. If there are no other Members who wish to be recognized,
I would like, to recognize the Ranking Member to speak on the bill.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I commend Rep-
resentatives Mfume and Alford for their work on this legislation
which will require the government to provide information to small
business contractors when they cancel solicitations.

The government has flexibility to change requirements and solici-
tations as needed when their circumstances change. While this
flexibility is necessary, the small businesses take on the risk and
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can incur losses when it happens. We have heard and time and
again the barriers facing small contractors in our industrial base.

The Women’s Chamber of Commerce has complained how numer-
ous small business contracts just go away without explanation or
discussion of the obstacles. And during our hearing on February
6th, Andrew Christ, a small business owner highlighted how small
firms can spend significant amounts, an average of $10,000 to de-
velop a proposal, only to find out that the project has become inac-
tive.

The bill we are considering today would not limit an agency’s
ability to make changes when necessary. It will simply provide
some help to the small business when it does, requiring an agency
to disclose the reasons behind a cancellation and any plans for the
work will provide small contractors with a little more information
to adjust their business plans and operations accordingly.

I urge my colleagues to support this bill and I yield back, Mr.
Chairman.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentlelady yields back.

I now recognize myself to speak in support of this legislation.
H.R. 8014, the Transparency and Predictability in Small Business
Opportunities Act, seeks to bring clarity to small business owners
when an agency cancels a contract solicitation.

Small business spend an incredible amount of time and resources
preparing to bid on government contracts. When an agency cancels
a contract solicitation the small businesses that started preparing
are left with nothing to show for their work.

Furthermore, there is little clarity about what the agency will do
with the products and services originally intended to purchase. So,
H.R. 8014 will require the agency to share with the SBA justifica-
tions why the contract was cancelled. Moreover, this bill requires
agencies to assist small businesses impacted by the canceled solici-
tation by helping them identify similar contracts to bid on.

Small businesses deserve to have a full understanding of what
opportunities are available to them and to know how agencies will
fulfill their buying needs. So, I urge all my colleagues to support
H.R. 8014.

If there is no further discussion, the committee now moves to
consideration of H.R. 8014.

The clerk will report.

The CLERK. H.R. 8014, to require the

Mr. WILLIAMS. Without objection, the first reading of the bill
is dispensed and, without objection, the bill is considered as read
and open for amendment.

Do any Members seek recognition for the purpose of offering an
amendment?

Seeing none, the question is that now on adoption of H.R. 8014
and favorably reporting to the House.

All those in favor, say aye.

All those opposed, say no.

In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it and H.R. 8014 is
agreed to and ordered favorably to the House.

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Chairman?

Mr. WILLIAMS. What recognition do you seek?

Mr. ALFORD. I seek to have recorded votes, sir.
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Mr. WILLIAMS. A record of votes has been requested and a roll
call vote is ordered. Pursuant to committee rule 13 and House rule
X1, further proceedings on the bill are postponed.

H.R. 7987

The next bill we will markup is H.R. 7987, the Plain Language
in Contracting Act, introduced by Representatives Lalota and
Thanedar. I recognize the bill’s sponsor, Mr. LaLota for an opening
statement.

Mr. LALOTA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman, it shouldn’t be as hard as the federal government
makes it for America’s small businesses to apply for an to win a
federal contract. Small business, who are the life blood of America’s
economy and often have a single-digit or a low double-digit number
of employees, shouldn’t require a lawyer or compliance office to
compete for and ultimately win a federal contract. But we have a
solution.

My bill, and a shout-out to my cosponsor and Representative
Thanedar, the Plain Language in Contracting Act, would help solve
that problem by making it easier for small businesses to secure
government contracts.

There are over 33 million small businesses in America, 33 mil-
lion. And many of these companies offer products and services that
are crucial for the procurement of key projects both here in the
United States and abroad. However, of those 33 million only about
65,000 of those small businesses actually win federal prime con-
tracts. That is a terrible ratio.

We have heard from many small business owners who say that
complexity of the bidding process for a government contract ulti-
mately turns them away. Preparing for that bid is difficult enough,
but the process is made even more difficult when the government
is ambiguous about what it wants and its language is so complex
that understanding it requires an advance degree.

I challenge everyone of you, both Members, audience, and folks
at home to try to understand some of these contract requirements.
I know that it is frustrating for me and it is absolutely ridiculous.
It takes an advanced law degree to make sense of it and even a
lot of folks with those degrees can’t make that sense.

In fact, a naval postgraduate school commissioned a study of over
1 million DOD solicitations and they found three key things. Less
than 3 percent of DOD contract solicitations are written in plain
English. Second, most DOD solicitations require a college education
just to understand it. And third and final, on a standard read-
ability scale most DOD contracts are either difficult or very dif-
ficult to read on their rating scale.

The detrimental effect of our government’s convoluted language
on small businesses cannot be overstated. It is a direct cause of
small businesses’ exodus from federal contracting leading to a sig-
nificant loss in competition. And let me be clear, the competition
lost by reduced small business hurts all of us, especially on the
pricing and the quality. Small businesses are the backbone of our
great nation’s economy and we should be doing everything we can
to support them.

That is why I am proud I have introduced my bill, the Plain Lan-
guage in Contracting Act, which will require federal agencies to use
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clear language when publishing contact solicitations, finally allow-
ing greater access to solicitations bids.

I urge all of my colleagues from both sides of the aisle to support
this commonsense bill. Again, one more shout-out to my colleague,
Representative Thanedar, with whom I also serve on the Homeland
Security Committee for his co-lead on this, and, Chairman Wil-
liams, for you and your staff, for your diligence on this.

This could be my fourth bill that gets to the House floor and ap-
preciate it, sir. I yield.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentleman yields back.

And I recognize the bill’s co-sponsor, Mr. Thanedar, for an open-
ing statement.

Mr. THANEDAR. Thank you, Chairman Williams and Ranking
Member Velazquez. I appreciate both of you and your leadership in
this bipartisan effort. What a great work. This is really what I
came to Congress to do. As an entrepreneur I am delighted with
what this committee does and the collaboration with both sides.

Today, alongside my esteemed colleague, Representative LalLota
from New York, I am proud to co-lead the Plain Language in Con-
tracting Act, a bipartisan initiative aimed at revolutionizing how
government communicates with small businesses.

As a co-lead on this vital legislation, I am deeply committed to
simply find the often convoluted and inaccessible notices that
hinder small businesses’ access to government contracts.

Having experienced the challenges of entrepreneurship firsthand,
Representative Lalota and I recognize the urgent need to cut
through bureaucratic jargon and provide clear, concise, and acces-
sible information to our nation’s small business owners. This bill
not only aligns with our core values of transparency and efficiency
but also reflects our unwavering dedication to fostering a level
playing field for all businesses regardless of size.

By requiring the inclusion of key words and adherence to federal
plain language guidelines we are not just drafting legislation, we
are empowering small businesses to navigate the complexity of gov-
ernment contracting with confidence and ease. This is about just—
is this about more than just policy. It is about supporting the back-
bone of our economy and ensuring that every entrepreneur has the
opportunity to succeed.

I am proud to stand alongside Representative Lalota and our
colleagues in this bipartisan effort and I look forward to working
tirelessly to advance this critical legislation for the betterment of
our small business community and our nation as a whole.

Thank you, Representative Lalota, and thank you all, and I
yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentleman yields back.

Are there any other Members who wish to be recognized for a
statement on this bill? If there are no other Members to be recog-
nized, I would like to recognize the Ranking Member to speak on
the bill. ,

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate the
work done on this legislation that seeks to provide clarity for some
small business government contractors working or looking to work
with the federal government. It would require certain contracting
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documents, including requests for proposals and solicitations be
written in a way that is clear, concise, and accessible.

The goals of this bill are laudable. There are certainly ways in
which the federal government can improve in this area in the lan-
guage used and on contracting opportunities is one. Thanks to our
sponsor for their work.

Thank you again and I yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentlelady yields back. And I now recognize
myself to speak in support of this legislation.

H.R. 7987, the Plain Language in Contracting Act, is a very im-
portant piece of legislation which removes a hurdle small busi-
nesses face as they consider doing business with the government.

The complexity of government contracting often turns small busi-
nesses away from even attempting to compete for these awards.
The government-speak used in federal contracting only adds confu-
sion to small businesses and often takes a team of attorneys to
fully comprehend what they mean or services that are being re-
quested and government language is so problematic that the com-
mittee has heard firsthand testimony from small business owners
about the challenges of navigating government language.

In a subcommittee hearing we held just yesterday we heard that
most DOD solicitations require at least some higher education to
understand what is written. This burden is just one of the many
reasons that small businesses’ participation in the industrial base
has been cut by nearly one-half over the past decade.

The Plain Language in Contracting Act makes it easier for small
businesses to federal contracting to navigate these unnecessarily
complex documents by finally requiring agencies to write concisely.
I want to thank the Ranking Member and her staff and her team
for working with us in drafting this bill and I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote for the Plain Language in Contracting Act.

If there is no further discussion, the committee now moved to
consideration of H.R. 7987.

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Chairman?

Mr. WILLIAMS. The clerk will report.

Mr. LALOTA. Chairman?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes.

Mr. LALOTA. Disregard, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. WILLIAMS. What you would

Mr. LALOTA. Disregard my comment, Mr. Chairman. I pulled a
Meuser, sorry.

Mr. WILLIAMS. We good? We can—do you want us to take a re-
cess and we will

Mr. LALOTA. No, sir. No, sir.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Okay. Here we go. If there is no further discus-
sion, the committee now moves to consider H.R. 7987. The clerk
will report.

The CLERK. H.R. 7986, to require plain language

Mr. WILLIAMS. Without objection, the first reading of the bill
is dispensed and, without objection, the bill is considered as read
and open for amendment. Do any Members seek recognition for the
purpose of offering an amendment?

If no, seeing none, the question is now on the adoption of H.R.
7987 and favorably reporting it to the House.
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All those in favor, say aye.

All those opposed, say no.

In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it and H.R. 7987——

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Chairman?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Seek recognition.

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Chairman, I request a role call vote.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Okay. The Member asked for a recorded vote.
A recorded vote has been requested and roll call vote is order. Pur-
suant to committee rule 13 and House rule XI, further proceedings
on this bill—

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Chair?

Mr. WILLIAMS.—are postponed.

H.R. 7988

The next bill we will—Gluesenkamp Perez. I now recognize the
bill’s sponsor, Mr. Stauber, for an opening statement.

Mr. STAUBER. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I rise to
speak in favor of my bill, H.R. 7988, the Small Business Procure-
ment and Utilization Reform Act of 2024, or the SPUR Act.

Small businesses are the backbone of our economy. They are the
innovators, the job traders, and the driving force behind economic
growth. In Minnesota, small businesses account for over 99 percent
of all businesses and employ over half of the workforce.

It is no exaggeration to say that the success of our economy is
tied to the success of our small businesses. I believe there is no bet-
ter way for the government to support small businesses than to en-
sure they have ever opportunity to contract with the largest pur-
chaser of goods and services in the world, the federal government.

The problem is that while government agencies set aside contract
opportunities for small businesses participation in federal con-
tracting has declined by half in the last decade. We have an exist-
ing system in place that helps us see that we need to improve.

Agencies are graded on the total number and value of small busi-
ness contracts, yet they do not factor in small businesses who won
a federal contract for the first time. So, without incorporating this
into the agency’s scoreboard grade, we have no ability to tell
whether the shrinking pool of small businesses are first time con-
tractors or have been contracting for multiple years.

My bill, the SPUR Act, addresses this concern. It will provide us
with more information to see where the federal government can im-
prove. I would like to thank my colleague from Washington, Rep-
resentative Gluesenkamp Perez, for her support of this important
legislation.

Too many federal agencies fall short of their goals for awarding
contracts to small businesses leaving billions of dollars in contracts
out of reach of America’s small businesses. And I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation as it will help ensure that the
federal government is doing everything it can to support small
businesses in America.

Thank you, Mr. Chair. I yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentleman yields back. I now recognize the
bill’s cosponsor, Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez, for an opening statement.

Ms. GLUESENKAMP PEREZ. Thank you, Chairman Williams,
and thank you to my colleague, Mr. Stauber, for his partnership on
this bill and your valiant efforts at pronouncing my last name.
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The SBA is tasked with ensuring that small businesses are given
a fair shot at competing for federal contracting dollars. SBA pub-
lishes an annual small business procurement scorecard that grades
each federal agency on their spending towards the goal and gives
agencies a score for their performance. We all know the adage
there is lies, damn lies, and statistics. And I am certainly not ac-
cusing anyone of lying here, but I think it is important that when
we are looking at these numbers we are understanding what they
are representing.

Put simply the federal government is not retaining current small
business government contractors and new small businesses are not
choosing to enter the federal market. This is a big problem.

For our local economies to thrive it is important that we level the
playing field, ensure more Southwest Washington small businesses
can benefit from these opportunities. Our bill would require that
the SBA include the number of new entrants into the federal mar-
ket and the methodology for scoring each federal agency’s small
business performance.

After the pandemic hit in 2020, my husband and I spent the bet-
ter part of the year working on upgrades to the infrastructure in
our auto shop, like better ventilation, lighting, things that would
keep our employees and customers safe.

Our good friends who own an autobody shop spent the entire
year trying to figure out how to navigate a contract with the City
of Portland. To me this is a really good example of how it is a real
loss to our workforce and our local economy when small business
owners have to spend the whole year figuring out how to do busi-
ness with the government.

Our bill will help shed light on how successful federal agencies
are at making sure that new businesses see the value in con-
tracting with the federal government and have the capacity to over-
come the regulatory burdens to tap into these resources.

I am proud to co-lead this bill with Representative Stauber and
I urge my colleagues on the committee to support it. Thank you
and I yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentlelady yields back. Are there any other
Members who wish to be recognized for a statement on the bill?

If there are no other Members who wish to be recognized, I
would like to recognize the Ranking Member to speak on the bill.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I commend Rep-
resentatives Stauber and Gluesenkamp Perez for the work to re-
quire SBA to consider new small business contractors when grad-
ing a federal agency performance toward meeting its small busi-
nesses goals.

The government has roughly 40 percent fewer small businesses
in its ecosystem then it did just a decade ago. This decline of the
industrial base has produced negative consequences for both the
government and small firms and taxpayers. They lose out on the
stability government contracting can provide and the government
loses out on the innovation and competition that a larger small
based of small businesses provides.

Yet despite this decline, federal agencies award a record amount
of contracting dollars to small businesses each year. This means
fewer small businesses are getting larger contracts. And since con-
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tracts are getting larger, fewer small businesses are willing and
able to compete for them. This legislation is a productive step that
will help break that cycle.

By requiring a year-over-year comparison of new entrants rather
than a single target, federal agencies will be compelled to continu-
ously focus on bringing in new companies and addressing the bar-
riers, like contract size, that prevent greater small business partici-
pation.

I again applaud the work put into this legislation. It is a
thoughtful product that I am pleased to support and I urge my col-
leagues to support as well.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentlelady yields back.

And I now recognize myself to speak in support of this legisla-
tion.

H.R. 7988 makes it clear that small businesses are vital in the
American industrial base. Each year agencies set a goal to spend
at least 23 percent of their contract dollars with main street. The
government generally meets this goal in dollars, but the number of
small businesses actually winning contracts continues to decline
and agencies are prioritizing the total dollars it awards, not the
number of small firms.

The decline in participation that we are seeing is a critical threat
to America’s industrial base and we must take action to reverse
this trend. That is why the SPUR Act is critical. It will force agen-
cies to factor in small businesses who won a government contract
for the first time when they are graded on SBA’s annual procure-
ment scorecard.

As agencies plan out their contracting activities they must en-
sure that increasing small businesses awards is a priority so that
they have every opportunity to compete for these contracts. So, I
urge all my colleagues to support the SPUR Act.

And if there is no further discussion, the committee now moves
to consideration of H.R. 7988. The clerk will report.

The CLERK. H.R. 7988——

Mr. WILLIAMS. Without objection, the first reading of the bill
is dispensed. With—and without objection, the bill is considered as
read and open for amendment. Do any Members seek recognition
for the purpose of offering an amendment?

Seeing none, the question is now on adoption of H.R. 7988 in
favor of reporting it to the House.

All those in favor, say aye.

All those opposed, say no.

In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it.

Do you seek recognition?

Mr. STAUBER. I ask for a recorded vote. Thank you.

Mr. WILLIAMS. A recorded vote has been requested and a roll
call vote is ordered. Pursuant to committee rule 13 and House rule
X1, any further proceedings on the bill are postponed.

H.R. 7985

The next bill we will markup is H.R. 7985, Entrepreneurs with
Disabilities Reporting Act of 2024, introduced by Representatives
McGarvey and Molinaro. I now recognize the bill’s sponsor, Mr.
McGarvey for an opening statement.
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Mr. MCGARVEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you for
your support of H.R. 7985 and for including it in today’s markup.

I would also like to especially thank Chairman Molinaro. Not
only is he the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Innovation, Entre-
preneurship, and Workforce Development, but he held a really
great hearing about how we help people with disabilities become
entrepreneurs and he very compassionately, courageously detailed
the obstacles his own daughter has faced. And of course, brought
up, for everyone on that subcommittee, brought up Maeve from
Maeve’s Coffee in the Hudson Valley, who was an absolute star in
showing us the opportunities that exist if we are willing to invest
and make this part of the American Dream available to everybody.

I was also honored to have my constituent, Cody Clark, come up
from Louisville, a small business owner, disability rights advocate,
and I think the first person to perform a magic trick in front of this
committee, at least this Congress. He did a great job telling us
about the problems that people with disabilities face and his expe-
rience as an entrepreneur. His experience and those like the ones
we heard from helped lead to today’s legislation.

This bipartisan legislation will require the Small Business Ad-
ministration to submit a report to Congress on the challenges faced
by entrepreneurs with disabilities. The report will include an as-
sessment of these entrepreneurs’ challenges and needs and detail
what resources the SBA currently provides to entrepreneurs with
disabilities. Importantly, it is also going to recommend legislative
action to improve how the SBA serves entrepreneurs with disabil-
ities.

By requiring a report from the Small Business Administration,
this bill will better help Congress understand how to support these
entrepreneurs who face different challenges. I encourage all of my
colleagues to support this bill, and yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentleman yields back.

I now recognize the bill’s cosponsor, Mr. Molinaro, for an opening
statement.

Mr. MOLINARO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I was glad to hear
the great applause for this legislation, cheering in the hallways. I
commend Mr. McGarvey for sponsoring the bill and thank you, Mr.
Chairman, for moving the Entrepreneurs with Disability Reporting
Act here today.

I do want to extend my appreciation, Mr. McGarvey, Cody was
a wonderful witness, but also a strong testament to the ability of
every individual should be given the support from family and re-
moved obstacles by government to attain success. And I for one was
very grateful that Maeve was able to join us, but an important
hearing addressing the challenges and obstacles that many with in-
tellectual, physical, and developmental disabilities face every day.

This particular bill, bipartisan in nature, will provide much need-
ed clarity for entrepreneurs with disabilities as the navigate SBA’s
complex maze of over 50 different programs geared towards assist-
ing them in starting a business. As of April 2022, 74 percent of
adults with disabilities work outside the traditional workforce with
approximately 1.8 million of these individuals with disabilities as
business owners themselves.
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Entrepreneurs of ability should have a fair shot at pursuing their
passion and we ought to work hard to remove obstacles from them.

As the Chairman of the Small Business Subcommittee on Inno-
vation, Entrepreneurship, and Workforce Development I join my
colleagues in remaining committed to empowering our entre-
preneurs with disabilities to contribute more to main street and
lead really more independent and fulfilled lives.

I am grateful again to Mr. McGarvey and the commitment of this
committee to move this legislation today. This act would provide a
comprehensive assessment of the needs of our entrepreneurs with
disabilities and help to inform lawmakers of legislative solutions to
address the challenges these individuals face and breakdown bar-
riers so they can pursue their employment options.

I urge my colleagues to support the bill. As I like to say back
home this is one more effort to show America what it means to
think differently for those with intellectual, physical, and develop-
mental disabilities.

And with that I yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentleman yields back.

Are there any other Members who wish to be recognized for a
statement on this bill?

If no other Members wish to be recognized, I would like to recog-
nize the Ranking Member to speak on the bill.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am pleased sup-
port the legislation offered by Mr. McGarvey and Mr. Molinaro,
which will require the SBA to submit a report to Congress on the
challenges facing entrepreneurs with disabilities.

There are 44 million people with disabilities in the United
States. While progress has been made to increase employment
rates, disabled individuals lag behind people without disabilities.
Only 26 percent of people with disabilities participate in the labor
force.

As a country we can do better and we must do better. Studies
have found higher rates of self-employment among disabled Ameri-
cans, most often because it offers more flexibility and the ability to
work remotely. That is why we need a comprehensive study to as-
sess the SBA resources that are available to entrepreneurs with
disabilities examine their effectiveness and determine what actions
need to be take to help support entrepreneurs with disabilities.

I applaud Mr. McGarvey and Mr. Molinaro for their leadership
on this issue. I support the bill, and I yield back my time.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentlelady yields back.

H.R. 7985, the Entrepreneurs with Disabilities Reporting Act of
2024, will require the SBA to issue a report to Congress on the
challenges individuals with disabilities face when starting a busi-
ness. Furthermore, it would require the SBA to look at resources
across the federal government that assist individuals with disabil-
ities.

The Government Accountability Office estimate there are only 50
programs across 9 federal agencies that support employment oppor-
tunities for individuals with disabilities. However, as we know fed-
eral agencies often fail to coordinate or collaborate on such pro-
grams to ensure that their efforts are not duplicated.
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The Entrepreneurs with Disabilities Reporting Act of 2024 will
require the SBA to look at this fragmented system and do its part
to consolidate and streamline these efforts. I thank Representatives
McGarvey and Molinaro for introducing this legislation. I urge all
Members to vote yes.

If there’s no further discussion, the committee now moves to con-
sideration of H.R. 7985. The clerk will report.

The CLERK. H.R. 7985, to require the administrator of the
Small Business Administration

Mr. WILLIAMS. Without objection, the first reading of the bill
is dispensed and, without objection, the bill is considered as read
and open for amendment. Do any Members seek recognition for
purpose of offering an amendment?

Seeing none, the question is now on the adoption of H.R. 7985
and favorably reporting to the House?

All those in favor, say aye.

All those opposed, say no.

In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it.

Mr. MCGARVEY. Chairman?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Seek recognition.

Mr. MCGARVEY. Mr. Chairman, I seek a roll call vote.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Okay. A recorded vote has been requested and
a roll call vote is ordered. Pursuant to committee rule 13 and
House rule XI further proceedings on the bill are postponed.

H.R. 7989

The next bill we will markup is H.R. 7989, the
ThinkDIFFERENTLY About Disabilities Employment Act, intro-
duced by Representatives Molinaro and Pappas.

I now recognize the bill’s sponsor, Mr. Molinaro for an opening
statement.

Mr. MOLINARO. Thank you again, Mr. Chairman. I am proud
to speak in favor of this bill and very grateful to the committee for
moving forward H.R. 7989, the ThinkDIFFERENTLY About Dis-
abilities Employment Act.

Building off of a nationwide effort to an initiative we refer to as
ThinkDIFFERENTLY in my home state this bill will require great-
er cooperation between the SBA and the National Counsel on Dis-
ability to expand employment and entrepreneurship opportunities
for the disability community. In New York State alone, as was
noted, 60 percent of working-age people with disabilities are unem-
ployed. Nationwide that number rises to 80 percent of those with
intellectual, physical, and developmental disabilities remain unem-
ployed and outside the workforce.

We know from small businesses throughout upstate New York
and across America, we understand the many benefits of hiring in-
dividuals with intellectual, physical, and developmental disabil-
ities. And especially we understand that in many cases their
unique skillsets are sound economic investments, but, as impor-
tantly, help to boost company morale and make a benefit to the
company overall. And their participation in the workforce promotes
greater employee engagement.

The ThinkDIFFERENTLY About Disability Employment Act
paves the way for lawmakers to assess the challenges that employ-
ees and entrepreneurs with disabilities face while proactively work-
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ing to ensure those with disabilities have the support to pursue
real career opportunities.

I'd like to thank my colleague, Representative Pappas, for his
partnership and leadership on the bill and I urge my colleagues to
support this very simple, smart, bipartisan legislation that is
meant again to tear down barriers and create opportunities for ev-
eryone of every ability and perhaps show Congress and the world
what it means to think differently.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentleman yields back. I now recognize the
bill’s cosponsor, Mr. Pappas, for an opening statement.

Mr. PAPPAS. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Small busi-
ness ownership is a major pathway for all Americans to achieve
success and self-sufficiency and people with disabilities participate
in entrepreneurship at a higher rate than nondisabled Americans.
The ThinkDIFFERENTLY About Disability Employment Act will
support collaboration between SBA and the National Counsel on
Disability to help folks with disabilities pursue small business own-
ership and employment opportunities.

Individuals with disabilities deserve equal access to support from
SBA and this bipartisan legislation is an important step forward
that will help achieve that. This will support entrepreneurship and
employment of individuals with disabilities while helping our main
street economies grow and our communities thrive.

So, I am pleased to partner with Representative Molinaro on this
bill. T thank him for his steadfast leadership in this space and I
urge my colleagues to support it.

I yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentleman yields back.

Are there any other Members who wish to be recognized for a
statement on this bill?

If there are no other Members who wish to be recognized, I
would like to recognize the Ranking Member to speak on the bill.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I thank the spon-
sor of this bill and I strongly support the bill.

I yield back.

Mr. WILLIAMS. I now recognize myself to speak in support of
this legislation.

Individuals with disabilities are more likely to be self-employed
than the average American. Across the federal government there
are numerous programs and resources to assist Americans with
disabilities, yet resources tailored to entrepreneurs with disabilities
at the SBA are sorely lacking. H.R. 7989, the
ThinkDIFFERENTLY About Disabilities Employment Act, will re-
quire the SBA to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with
the National Council on Disability, which is an independent federal
agency whose mission is to provide a recommendation to policy-
makers and issues impacting individuals with disabilities.

This makes the National Disability Council equally qualified or
uniquely qualified to advise and assist the SBA in the pursuit of
assisting individuals with disabilities achieve the American dream.

I would like to thank Representative Molinaro for his commit-
ment to ensuring Congress works to pave the pathway to success
for entrepreneurs and employees with disabilities and thank him
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and Mr. Pappas for introducing this legislation. I urge all my col-
leagues to vote yes this legislation.

So, if there is no further discussion, the committee now moves to
the consideration of H.R. 7989. The clerk will report.

The CLERK. H.R. 7989, to provide——

Mr. WILLIAMS. Without objection, the first reading of the bill
is dispended and, without objection, the bill is considered and read
and open for amendment. Do any Members seek recognition for the
purpose of offering an amendment?

Seeing none, the question is now on the adoption of H.R. 7989
and favorably reporting to the House.

All those in favor, say aye.

All those opposed, say no.

In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it. H.R. 7989—do you
seek recognition?

Mr. MOLINARO. I request a recorded vote.

Mr. WILLIAMS. A recorded vote has been requested and a roll
call vote is ordered. Pursuant to committee rule 13 and House rule
XI, further proceedings on the bill are postponed.

The committee now stands in recess. Subject to the call of the
Chair, we will resume at a later time. But I think we decided on
11:30, right? We will resume at 11:30.

[Recess.]

Mr. WILLIAMS. The committee will now come to order. The com-
mittee will now resume consideration of the bills on which roll call
votes were requested and postponed. We will start with H.R. 7984.

The question now is on adopting H.R. 7984 and ordering it favor-
ably to the House. The clerk will call the role.

The CLERK. Mr. Luetkemeyer?

[No response.]

Mr. Stauber?

[No response.]

Mr. Meuser?

Mr. MEUSER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Meuser votes aye.

Ms. Van Duyne?

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Van Duyne votes aye.

Ms. Salazar?

Ms. SALAZAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Salazar votes aye.

Mr. Mann?

Mr. MANN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Mann votes aye.

Mr. Ellzey?

[No response.]

Mr. Molinaro?

Mr. MOLINARO. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Molinaro votes aye.

Mr. Alford?

Mr. ALFORD. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Alford votes aye.

Mr. Crane?

Mr. CRANE. Aye.
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The CLERK. Mr. Crane votes aye.

Mr. Bean?

Mr. BEAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Bean votes aye.

Mr. Hunt?

[No response.]

Mr. LaLota?

[No response.]

Ms. Maloy?

Ms. MALOY. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Maloy votes aye.

Mr. Golden?

Mr. GOLDEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Golden votes aye.

Mr. Mfume?

[No response.]

Mr. Phillips?

[No response.]

Mr. Landsman?

Mr. LANDSMAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Landsman votes aye.

Mr. McGarvey?

Mr. MCGARVEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. McGarvey votes aye.

Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez?

Ms. GLUESENKAMP PEREZ. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Gluesenkamp votes aye.

Ms. Scholten?

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Scholten votes aye.

Mr. Thanedar?

Mr. THANEDAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Thanedar votes aye.

Ms. Chu?

Ms. CHU. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Chu votes aye.

Ms. Davids?

Ms. DAVIDS. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Davids votes aye.

Mr. Pappas?

Mr. PAPPAS. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Pappas votes aye.

Ranking Member Velazquez?

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Yes.

The CLERK. Ranking Member Velazquez votes aye.

Chaiman Williams?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Aye.

The CLERK. Chairman Williams votes aye.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Are there any other Members who have not
voted or wish to change their vote?

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Chair, how am I reported?

Mr. WILLIAMS. As absent.

Mr. STAUBER. Please change it to a yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Stauber votes aye.
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Mr. ELLZEY. Mr. Chairman, how was my vote recorded?

The CLERK. The congressman was recorded as no vote or as not
voting.

Mr. ELLZEY. Ellzey, aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Ellzey votes aye.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Do any other Members with to vote or change
their vote? Seeing none, the clerk will report.

The CLERK. On that vote, Mr. LaLota is recorded as an aye.

Mr. Chairman, on that vote 23 ayes, 0 nays, and 0 present.

Mr. WILLIAMS. H.R. 7984 is adopted and will be reported favor-
ably to the House.

Before I move on, there are two people I want to thank that have
made our hearing go as it has today, go very well. I want to first
of all thank Ellen. Thank you very much for all you have done on
your side and we appreciate it very much. And also, I want to
thank Andrew, who has done a good job over here. They have made
everything run well and we appreciate them. So, thank you.

The question is now on adopting H.R. 5333, as amended, and
orfler it favorably reported to the House. The clerk will call the
role.

The CLERK. Mr. Luetkemeyer?

[No response.]

Mr. Stauber?

[No response.]

Mr. Meuser?

Mr. MEUSER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Meuser votes aye.

Ms. Van Duyne?

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Van Duyne votes aye.

Ms. Salazar?

Ms. SALAZAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Salazar votes aye.

Mr. Mann?

Mr. MANN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Mann votes aye.

Mr. Ellzey?

Mr. ELLZEY. Ellzey, aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Ellzey votes aye.

Mr. Molinaro?

Mr. MOLINARO. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Molinaro votes aye.

Mr. Alford?

Mr. ALFORD. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Alford votes aye.

Mr. Crane?

Mr. CRANE. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Crane votes aye.

Mr. Bean?

Mr. BEAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Bean votes aye.

Mr. Hunt.

[No response.]

Mr. LaLota?
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Mr. LALOTA. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. LaLota votes aye.

Ms. Maloy?

Ms. MALOY. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Maloy votes aye.

Mr. Golden?

Mr. GOLDEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Golden votes aye.

Mr. Mfume?

[No response.]

Mr. Phillips?

[No response.]

Mr. Landsman?

Mr. LANDSMAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Landsman votes aye.

Mr. McGarvey?

Mr. MCGARVEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. McGarvey votes aye.

Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez?

Ms. GLUESENKAMP PEREZ. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Gluesenkamp votes aye.

Ms. Scholten?

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Scholten votes aye.

Mr. Thanedar?

Mr. THANEDAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Thanedar votes aye.

Ms. Chu?

Ms. CHU. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Chu votes aye.

Ms. Davids?

Ms. DAVIDS. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Davids votes aye.

Mr. Pappas?

Mr. PAPPAS. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Pappas votes aye.

Ranking Member Velazquez?

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Yes.

The CLERK. Ranking Member Velazquez votes aye.

Chaiman Williams?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Aye.

The CLERK. Chairman Williams votes aye.

Mr. STAUBER. Stauber votes aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Stauber votes aye.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Okay. Are there any other Members who have
not voted or wish to change their vote?

All right. Seeing none, the clerk will report.

The CLERK. Mr. Chairman, on that vote 23 ayes, 0 nays, and
0 present.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The motion is agreed to and H.R. 5333, as
amended, is adopted and will be reported favorably to the House.

The question now is on adopting H.R. 8014 and ordering it favor-
ably to the House. The clerk will call the roll.

The CLERK. Mr. Luetkemeyer?
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[No response.]

Mr. Stauber?

Mr. STAUBER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Stauber votes aye.
Mr. Meuser?

Mr. MEUSER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Meuser votes aye.
Ms. Van Duyne?

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Van Duyne votes aye.
Ms. Salazar?

Ms. SALAZAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Salazar votes aye.
Mr. Mann?

Mr. MANN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Mann votes aye.
Mr. Ellzey?

Mr. ELLZEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Ellzey votes aye.
Mr. Molinaro?

Mr. MOLINARO. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Molinaro votes aye.
Mr. Alford?

Mr. ALFORD. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Alford votes aye.
Mr. Crane?

Mr. CRANE. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Crane votes aye.
Mr. Bean?

Mr. BEAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Bean votes aye.
Mr. Hunt?

[No response.]

Mr. LaLota?

Mr. LALOTA. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. LaLota votes aye.
Ms. Maloy?

Ms. MALOY. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Maloy votes aye.
Mr. Golden?

Mr. GOLDEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Golden votes aye.
Mr. Mfume?

[No response.]

Mr. Phillips?

[No response.]

Mr. Landsman?

Mr. LANDSMAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Landsman votes aye.
Mr. McGarvey?

Mr. MCGARVEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. McGarvey votes aye.
Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez?

Ms. GLUESENKAMP PEREZ. Yes.
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The CLERK. Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez votes aye.

Ms. Scholten?

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Scholten votes aye.

Mr. Thanedar?

Mr. THANEDAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Thanedar votes aye.

Ms. Chu?

Ms. CHU. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Chu votes aye.

Ms. Davids?

Ms. DAVIDS. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Davids votes aye.

Mr. Pappas?

Mr. PAPPAS. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Pappas votes aye.

Ranking Member Velazquez?

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Yes.

The CLERK. Ranking Member Velazquez votes aye.

Chaiman Williams?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Aye.

The CLERK. Chairman Williams votes aye.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Are there any other Members who have not
voted or wish to change their vote?

All right. Seeing none, the clerk will report.

The CLERK. Mr. Chairman, on that vote 23 ayes, 0 nays, and
0 present.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Okay. The motion is agreed to and H.R. 8014
is adopted and will be reported favorably to the House.

The question now is on adopting H.R. 7987 and ordering it favor-
ably to the House. The clerk will call the roll.

The CLERK. Mr. Luetkemeyer?

[No response.]

Mr. Stauber?

Mr. STAUBER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Stauber votes aye.

Mr. Meuser?

Mr. MEUSER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Meuser votes aye.

Ms. Van Duyne?

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Van Duyne votes aye.

Ms. Salazar?

Ms. SALAZAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Salazar votes aye.

Mr. Mann?

Mr. MANN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Mann votes aye.

Mr. Ellzey?

Mr. ELLZEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Ellzey votes aye.

Mr. Molinaro?

Mr. MOLINARO. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Molinaro votes aye.
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Mr. Alford?

Mr. ALFORD. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Alford votes aye.
Mr. Crane?

Mr. CRANE. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Crane votes aye.
Mr. Bean?

Mr. BEAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Bean votes aye.

Mr. Hunt?

[No response.]

Mr. LaLota?

Mr. LALOTA. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. LaLota votes aye.
Ms. Maloy?

Ms. MALOY. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Maloy votes aye.
Mr. Golden?

Mr. GOLDEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Golden votes aye.
Mr. Mfume?

[No response.]

Mr. Phillips?

[No response.]

Mr. Landsman?

Mr. LANDSMAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Landsman votes aye.
Mr. McGarvey?

Mr. MCGARVEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. McGarvey votes aye.
Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez?

Ms. GLUESENKAMP PEREZ. Yes.
The CLERK. Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez votes aye.
Ms. Scholten?

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Scholten votes aye.
Mr. Thanedar?

Mr. THANEDAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Thanedar votes aye.
Ms. Chu?

Ms. CHU. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Chu votes aye.

Ms. Davids?

Ms. DAVIDS. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Davids votes aye.
Mr. Pappas?

Mr. PAPPAS. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Pappas votes aye.
Ranking Member Velazquez?

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Yes.

The CLERK. Ranking Member Velazquez votes aye.
Chaiman Williams?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Aye.

The CLERK. Chairman Williams votes aye.
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Mr. WILLIAMS. Are there any other Members who have not
voted or wish to change their vote?

All right. Seeing none, the clerk will report.

The CLERK. Mr. Chairman, on that vote 23 ayes, 0 nays, and
0 present.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Okay. The motion is agreed to and H.R. 7987
is adopted and will be reported favorably to the House.

The question now is on adopting H.R. 7988 and ordering it favor-
ably to the House. The clerk will call the roll.

The CLERK. Mr. Luetkemeyer?

[No response.]

Mr. Stauber?

Mr. STAUBER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Stauber votes aye.

Mr. Meuser?

Mr. MEUSER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Meuser votes aye.

Ms. Van Duyne?

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Van Duyne votes aye.

Ms. Salazar?

Ms. SALAZAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Salazar votes aye.

Mr. Mann?

Mr. MANN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Mann votes aye.

Mr. Ellzey?

Mr. ELLZEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Ellzey votes aye.

Mr. Molinaro?

Mr. MOLINARO. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Molinaro votes aye.

Mr. Alford?

Mr. ALFORD. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Alford votes aye.

Mr. Crane?

Mr. CRANE. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Crane votes aye.

Mr. Bean?

Mr. BEAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Bean votes aye.

Mr. Hunt?

[No response.]

Mr. LaLota?

Mr. LALOTA. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. LalLota votes aye.

Ms. Maloy?

Ms. MALOY. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Maloy votes aye.

Mr. Golden?

Mr. GOLDEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Golden votes aye.

Mr. Mfume?

[No response.]
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Mr. Phillips?

[No response.]

Mr. Landsman?

Mr. LANDSMAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Landsman votes aye.

Mr. McGarvey?

Mr. MCGARVEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. McGarvey votes aye.

Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez?

Ms. GLUESENKAMP PEREZ. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez votes aye.

Ms. Scholten?

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Scholten votes aye.

Mr. Thanedar?

Mr. THANEDAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Thanedar votes aye.

Ms. Chu?

Ms. CHU. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Chu votes aye.

Ms. Davids?

Ms. DAVIDS. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Davids votes aye.

Mr. Pappas?

Mr. PAPPAS. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Pappas votes aye.

Ranking Member Velazquez?

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Aye.

The CLERK. Ranking Member Velazquez votes aye.

Chairman Williams?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Aye.

The CLERK. Chairman Williams votes aye.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Are there any other Members that have not
voted or wish to change their vote?

Seeing none the clerk will report.

The CLERK. Mr. Chairman, on that vote 23 ayes, 0 nays, and
0 present.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Okay. The motion is agreed to and H.R. 7988
is adopted and will be reported favorably to the House.

The question now is on adopting H.R. 7985 and ordering it favor-
ably to the House. The clerk will call the roll.

The CLERK. Mr. Luetkemeyer?

[No response.]

Mr. Stauber?

Mr. STAUBER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Stauber votes aye.

Mr. Meuser?

Mr. MEUSER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Meuser votes aye.

Ms. Van Duyne?

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Van Duyne votes aye.

Ms. Salazar?

Ms. SALAZAR. Aye.
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The CLERK. Ms. Salazar votes aye.
Mr. Mann?

Mr. MANN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Mann votes aye.
Mr. Ellzey?

Mr. ELLZEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Ellzey votes aye.
Mr. Molinaro?

Mr. MOLINARO. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Molinaro votes aye.
Mr. Alford?

Mr. ALFORD. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Alford votes aye.
Mr. Crane?

Mr. CRANE. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Crane votes aye.
Mr. Bean?

Mr. BEAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Bean votes aye.
Mr. Hunt?

[No response.]

Mr. LaLota?

Mr. LALOTA. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. LaLota votes aye.
Ms. Maloy?

Ms. MALOY. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Maloy votes aye.
Mr. Golden?

Mr. GOLDEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Golden votes aye.
Mr. Mfume?

[No response.]

Mr. Phillips?

[No response.]

Mr. Landsman?

Mr. LANDSMAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Landsman votes aye.
Mr. McGarvey?

Mr. MCGARVEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. McGarvey votes aye.
Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez?

Ms. GLUESENKAMP PEREZ. Yes.
The CLERK. Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez votes aye.
Ms. Scholten?

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Scholten votes aye.
Mr. Thanedar?

Mr. THANEDAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Thanedar votes aye.
Ms. Chu?

Ms. CHU. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Chu votes aye.

Ms. Davids?

Ms. DAVIDS. Aye.
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The CLERK. Ms. Davids votes aye.

Mr. Pappas?

Mr. PAPPAS. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Pappas votes aye.

Ranking Member Velazquez?

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Aye.

The CLERK. Ranking Member Velazquez votes aye.

Chairman Williams?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Aye.

The CLERK. Chairman Williams votes aye.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Are there any other Members who have not
voted or wish to change their vote?

Seeing none the clerk will report.

The CLERK. Mr. Chairman, on that vote 23 ayes, 0 nays, and
0 present.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Okay. The motion is agreed to and H.R. 7985
is adopted and will be reported favorably to the House.

The question now is on adopting H.R. 7989 and ordering it favor-
ably reported to the House. The clerk will call the roll.

The CLERK. Mr. Luetkemeyer?

[No response.]

Mr. Stauber?

Mr. STAUBER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Stauber votes aye.

Mr. Meuser?

Mr. MEUSER. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Meuser votes aye.

Ms. Van Duyne?

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Van Duyne votes aye.

Ms. Salazar?

Ms. SALAZAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Salazar votes aye.

Mr. Mann?

Mr. MANN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Mann votes aye.

Mr. Ellzey?

Mr. ELLZEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Ellzey votes aye.

Mr. Molinaro?

Mr. MOLINARO. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Molinaro votes aye.

Mr. Alford?

Mr. ALFORD. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Alford votes aye.

Mr. Crane?

Mr. CRANE. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Crane votes aye.

Mr. Bean?

Mr. BEAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Bean votes aye.

Mr. Hunt?

[No response.]

Mr. LaLota?
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Mr. LALOTA. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. LaLota votes aye.

Ms. Maloy?

Ms. MALOY. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Maloy votes aye.

Mr. Golden?

Mr. GOLDEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Golden votes aye.

Mr. Mfume?

[No response.]

Mr. Phillips?

[No response.]

Mr. Landsman?

Mr. LANDSMAN. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Landsman votes aye.

Mr. McGarvey?

Mr. MCGARVEY. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. McGarvey votes aye.

Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez?

Ms. GLUESENKAMP PEREZ. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Gluesenkamp Perez votes aye.

Ms. Scholten?

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Scholten votes aye.

Mr. Thanedar?

Mr. THANEDAR. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Thanedar votes aye.

Ms. Chu?

Ms. CHU. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Chu votes aye.

Ms. Davids?

Ms. DAVIDS. Aye.

The CLERK. Ms. Davids votes aye.

Mr. Pappas?

Mr. PAPPAS. Aye.

The CLERK. Mr. Pappas votes aye.

Ranking Member Velazquez?

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Aye.

The CLERK. Ranking Member Velazquez votes aye.

Chairman Williams?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Aye.

The CLERK. Chairman Williams votes aye.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Are there any other Members who have not
voted or wish to change their vote?

All right. Seeing none, the clerk will report.

The CLERK. Mr. Chairman, on that vote 23 ayes, 0 nays, and
0 present.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Okay. The motion is agreed to and H.R. 7989
is adopted and will be reported favorably to the House.

Without objection, committee staff is authorized to make tech-
nical and conforming changes and Members have 2 business days
to file additional supplemental, dissenting, and minority views.

I want to thank everyone for being here today. I also want to say
it was a great hearing. I think when you go home you can tell them
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about a committee that actually is getting something done in a bi-
partisan fashion. And I appreciate everybody’s work on both sides
of the aisle.
And if there is no further business, this concludes today’s mark-
up. Without objection, the committee stands adjourned.
[Whereupon, at 11:57 a.m., the committee was adjourned.]
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APPENDIX

118TH CONGRESS
20 H, R, 7984

To require the Administrator of the Small Business Administration to improve

access to disaster assistance for individuals located in rural areas, and
for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
APRIL 15, 2024

Mr. PappaS (for himself, Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mr, GOLDEN of Maine, and

Mr. MANN) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Small Business

A BILL

To require the Administrator of the Small Business Adminis-

.

O 0 N9 N L R W

tration to improve access to disaster assistance for indi-
viduals located in rural areas, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Rural Small Business
Resilience Act”.

SEC. 2. ACCESS TO DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR INDIVID-
UALS LOCATED IN RURAL AREAS.
Not later than one year after the date of the enact-

ment of this Act, the Administrator of the Small Business
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2

Administration shall ensure that the Associate Adminis-

trator of the Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience

- of the Administration takes such actions as necessary to

ensure that individuals located in rural areas (as defined
in paragraph (16) of section 7(b) of the Small Business
Act (15 U.S.C. 636(b){(16))) for which a disaster declara-
tion has been made under: such section 7(b) have full ac-
cess to assistance provided under such section, including
by providing targeted outreach and marketing materials
to such individuals.
SEC. 3. TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.

The second paragraph (16) (relating to statute of
limitations) of section 7(b) of the Small Business Act (15

U.8.C. 636(b)) is redesignated as paragraph (17).
O

+HR 7984 TH
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118TH CONGRESS '
=2 H, R. 5333

To amend the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 to exclude from
the limit on leverage certain amounts invested in smaller enterprises
located in rural or low-income areas and small businesses in critical
technology areas, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 1, 2023

Mr. MEUSER (for himself and Ms. SCHOLTEN) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on Small Business

A BILL

To amend the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 to
exclude from the limit on leverage certain amounts in-
vested in smaller enterprises located in rural or low-
income areas and small businesses in critical technology
areas, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Investing in All of

~America Act of 20237,

(L~ S B ]
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2

1 SEC. 2. SBIC MAXIMUM LEVERAGE EXCLUSION.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 303(b)(2) of the Small
Business Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b)(2))

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

20
21
2
23
24
25
26

is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C)—

«HR 5333 IH

(A) in the heading—

(i) by inserting “OR RURAL" after
“LOW-INCOME”’; and

(ii) by inserting “OR CRITICAL TECH-
NOLOGY AREAS” after “GEOGRAPHIC
AREAS"';

(B) in clause (i)—

(1) by inserting “or companies” after
“of a company”’;

(i) by striking ‘“‘subparagraph (A)”
511(1 inserting ‘“‘subparagraphs (A)" and
B ‘

(1i1) by striking “equity’’;

(iv) by striking ‘“‘the company in a
smaller enterprise” and all that follows
and inserting the following: ‘“‘the company
or companies in—

“(I) a smaller enterprise located
in a low-income geographic area (as
defined in section 689 of this title) or

in a rural area; or”’; and
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3
(v) by adding at the end the following

new subclause:
“(II) a small business concern in
an area of critical technology (as de-

fined in section 4801 of title 10,

United States Code) vital to maintain-

ing the national security of the United

States.”;

{C) by amending elause (ii‘) to read as fol-
lows: ‘

“(ii) LimaraTiON.—The aggregate
amount excluded for a company or compa-
nies under clause (1) from the caleulation
of the outstanding leverage of such com-
pany or companies for the purposes of sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) may not exceed 50
percent of the private capital of such com-
pany or companies.”’; and
(D) by striking clause (iii); and

(2) by adding at the end the following new sub-
paragraphs:

‘“(E) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT.—The Admin-

istrator shall adjust the dollar amounts de-

seribed in subparagraphs (A) and (B)—

HR 5333 IH
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‘(1) on the date of the enactment of
this subparagraph, by a percentage equal
to the percentage (if any) by which the
Consumer Price Index (all items; United
States city average), as published by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, increased dur-
ing the period beginning on the date of the
most recent adjustment to each such dollar
amount and the date of the enactment of
this subparagraph; and

“(i1) on the date that is one year after
the date of the enactment of this subpara-
graph, and annually thereafter, by a per-
centage equal to the percentage (if any) by
which the Consumer Price Index (all items;
United States city average), as published
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, in-
creased during the one-year period. pre-
ceding the date of the adjustment under

this clause.”.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than June 30 of the first

22 year beginning after the date of the enactment of this Aect,

23 and annually thereafter, the Administrator of the Small

24 Business Administration shall submit to the Committee on

25 Small Business and Entrepreneurship of the Senate and
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the Committee on Small Business of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the results of the exclusion under
subparagraph (C) of section 303(b)(2) of the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b)(2)), as
amended byksubsection (a), including the economic activity
generated and jobs directly and indirectly created by the

exelusion.

+HR 5333 IH
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118t CONGRESS
2D SESSION H‘ R.

To require the Administrator of the Small Business Administration to issue
rules for cancclled covered solicitations, to amend the Small Business
Aect to provide assistance to small business concerns relating to certain
cancelled solicitations, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

M__. introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on

A BILL

To require the Administrator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration to issue rules for cancelled covered solicitations,
to amend the Small Business Act to provide assistance
to small business concerns relating to certain cancelled
solicitations, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1, SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Transparency and Pre-

“n W N

dictability in Small Business Opportunities Aect”.

GA\VHLC\041124\041124,133.xmi (82035216)
April 11, 2024 (9:21 p.m.)
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2
1 SEC. 2. SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION RULES FOR

CANCELLED COVERED SOLICITATIONS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the

date of the enactment of this Act, the Administrator of

2
3
4
5 the Small Business Administration shall issue rules to
6 carry out the following actions: |

7 (1) Disclose information about a covered solici-
8 tation that was issued and cancelled that includes
9

the following:

10 (A) A justification for the cancellation of
11 such covered solicitation.

12 ~ (B) Available information about any plans
13 to reissue such covered solicitation and any as-
14 sociated timeframes for such reissuance.

15 (C) Available information about any plans
16 to include the requirements such covered solici-
17 tation in another contract or task order of the
18 Federal agency.

19 (2) With respect to a cancelled covered solicita-
20 tion which the Federal agency does not intend to re-
21 issue, procedures for the referral of a small business
22 concern that prepared a bid for such covered solici-
23 tation to the Director of Small and Disadvantaged
24 Business Utilization (as defined in section 15(k) of

25 the Small Business Act (15 U.S,C. 644(k))) of the

g \VHLC\041124\041124,133.xml (92035216)
Aprit 11, 2024 (9:21 p.m.)
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1 Federal agency for assistance in identifying similar
2 contracting opportunities.

3 (b) PUBLICATION.—The information required under
4 subsection (a) shall be made publicly accessible on the sin-
5 gle Government-wide point of entry described under sec-
6 tion 1708 of title 41, United States Code.

7 {(¢) COVERED SOLICITATION DEFINED.—The term
8 “covered solicitation” means a solicitation of a Federal
9 agency for a procurement for which two or more small
10 business concerns were eligible to submit a bid.

11 SEC. 3. DUTIES FOR DIRECTORS OF OFFICES OF SMALL
12 AND DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS UTILIZA-
13 TION RELATING TO CERTAIN CANCELLED SO-
14 LICITATIONS.

15 Seection 15(k) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
16 644(k)) is amended— |

17 (1) in paragraph (21), by striking the period at
18 the end and inserting ; and”’; and

19 (2) by adding at the end the following new
20 paragraph:
21 “(22) shall, when notified by a small business
22 concern that a Federal agency cancelled a solicita-
23 tion for which such concern prepared a bid and such
24 Federal agency does not intend to reissue, assist

gVHLC\041124\041124,133xml  (92035216)

Aprit 11, 2024 (9:21 p.m.).
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such concern with identifying similar eontracting op-
portunities.”.

SEC. 4. COMPLIANCE WITH CUTGO.

1

2

3

4 No additional amounts are authorized to be appro-
5 priated to carry out this Act or the amendments made
6

by this Act.

g\VHLC\041124\041124,133.xml (92035216)
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118t CONGRESS ‘
2 H, R, 7987

To require plain language and the inclusion of key words in covered notices
that are clear, concise, and accessible to small business concerns, and
for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ArriL 15, 2024

Mr. LaLoTa (for himself and Mr, THANEDAR) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on Small Business

A BILL

To require plain language and the inclusion of key words
in covered notices that are clear, concise, and accessible
to small business concerns, and for other purposes.

ek

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Plain Language in
Contracting Act”.

SEC. 2. ACCESSIBiLITY AND CLARITY IN COVERED NOTICES
FOR SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each covered notice shall be writ-

K= R O« L, T N U T S

ten—
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2

(1) in a manner that is clear, concise, and ac-
cessible to a small business eoneérn; and

(2) in a manner consistent, to the extent prac-
ticable, with the Federal plain language g'uidelines
established pursuant to the Plain Writing Aet of

2010 (5 U.8.C. 301 note).

(b) INCLUSION oF Ky Worps IN COVERED No-
TICES.—Each covered notice shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, include key words in the description of the
covered notice such that a small business concern seeking
contract opportunities using the single governmentwide
point of entry described under section 1708 of title 41,
United States Code, can easily identify and understand
such covered notice.

(¢) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Administrator of
the Small Business Administration shall issue rules to
carry out this section.

(d) DEFINITIONS,—In this section:

(1) COVERED NOTICE.—The term “covered no-
tice” means a notice pertaining to small business
concerns published by a Federal agency on the sin-
gle Government-wide point of entry described under

section 1708 of title 41, United States Code.

~ «HR 7987 IH
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3
1 (2) SMALL BUSINESS ACT DEFINITIONS.—The
2 terms ‘“Federal agency” and “small business con-
3 cern’”’ have the meanings given those terms, respeec-
4 tively, in section 3 of the Small Business Act (15
5 kU.S.C. 632).
6 SEC. 3. COMPLIANCE WITH CUTGO.

7 No additional amounts are authorized to be appro-
8 priated to carry out this Act or the amendments made

9 by this Act.

*HR 7987 IH
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118tTH CONGRESS
12 1, R, 7988

To amend the Small Business Act to include requirements relating to new
small business entrants in the scorecard program, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ApriL 15, 2024

Mr. STAUBER (for himself and Ms. PEREZ) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on Small Business

A BILL

To amend the Small Business Act to include requirements
relating to new small business entrants in the scorecard
program, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. '
This Act may be cited as the “Sma}l Business Pro-

curement and Utilization Reform Act of 2024” or the

“SPUR Act”.

SEC. 2. MODIFICATIONS TO SCORECARD REQUIREMENTS.
Section 15(y) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.

O 0 N B W N

644(y)) is amended—
10 (1) in paragraph (2)—
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2
(A) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as
subparagraph (F‘); and
(B) by inserﬁng after subparagraph (D)
the following new subparagraph:

“(E) The number of new small business

_ entrants, including new small business entrants

that are small business concerns owned and
controlled by service-disabled veterans, qualified
HUBZone small business concerns, sméll busi-
ness concerns owned and controlled by socially
and economically disadvantaged individuals, and
small business concerns owned and controlled
by women awarded prime contracts in each
North American Industry Classification System
code during the fiscal year, and a comparison
to the number awarded prime contracts during
the prior fiscal year, if available.”;

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘“‘subpara-

graphs (B) through (E) of paragraph (2)” and in-
serting “subparagraphs (B) through (F) of para-
graph (2)”; and

(3) by amending paragraph (6) to read as fol-

lows:

“(6) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

*HR 7988 IH
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1 “{A) NEW SMALL BUSINESS ENTRANT,——
2 The term ‘new small business entrant’ means a

3 small business concern that—

4 ‘(i) has been awarded a prime con-
5 tract; and
6 “(ii) has not previously been awarded
7 a prime contract by the Federal Govern-

8 ment.

9 “(B) SCORECARD.—The term ‘scorecard’
10 means any summary using a rating system to
11 evaluate the efforts of a Federal agency to meet
12 goals established under subsection {(g)(1)(B)
13 that—

14 “(1) includes the measures described
15 in paragraph (2); and
16 “(i1) assigns a score to each Federal

17 agency evaluated.”.

18 SEC. 3. COMPLIANCE WITH CUTGO.

19 No additional amounts are authorized to be appro-

20 priated to ecarry out this Act or the amendments made

21 by this Act.
O

«HR 7988 TH
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118tH CONGRESS
L™ HLR. 7985

To require the Administrator of the Small Business Administration to submit
to Congress a report on the entrepreneurial challenges facing entre-
preneurs with a disability, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ApriL 15, 2024

Mr. MCGARVEY (for himself and Mr. MOLINARO) introduced the following hill;
which was referred to the Committee on Small Business

A BILL

To require the Administrator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration to submit to Congress a report on the entrepre-
neurial challenges facing entrepreneurs with a disability,
and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Entrepreneurs with

[V, B - S A

Disabilities Reporting Act of 2024”.
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2
SEC. 2. REPORT ON ENTREPRENEURSHIP CHALLENGES OF
ENTREPRENEURS WITH DISABILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Administrator of
the Small Business Administration shall submit to Con-
gress a report on the challenges that entrepreneurs with
a disability encounter with starting and operating a busi-
ness, including— -

(1) an assessment of the challenges and needs
of entrepreneurs with a disability;

(2) a deseription of the resources and support
that the Small Business Administration provides to
entrepreneurs with a disability;

(3) a description of outreach to entrepreneurs
with a disability by the Small Business Administra-
tion, including by district and regional offices of the
Small Business Administration, small business devel-
opment centers (as defined in section 3(t) of the
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632(t))), and wom-
en’s business centers (as defined in seetion 29(a) of
such Act (15 U.B.C. 656(a)));

(4) a description of any joint efforts between of-
fices of the Small Business Administration or the
Small Business Administration and other Federal
agencies to advance the goal of supporting the eco-
nomie suceess of entrepreneurs with a disability;

<HR 7985 IH
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(5) any deficiencies in the resources and sup-
port described under paragraph (2);

(6) a description of the use of, and access to,
resources of the Administration by entrepreneurs
with a disability; and

(7) any recoﬁmendations for legislative actions
that are necessary to address the challenges or needs

of entrepreneurs with a disability that are identified

O 0 N A W A W N

in the report.
10  (b) COMPLIANCE WitH CUTGO.—No additional
11 amounts are authorized to be appropriated to carry out

12 this Act.

«HR 7985 IH
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118tH CONGRESS .
L2 H.R. 7989

To provide for a memorandum of understanding between the Small Business

Administration and the National Council on Disability to increase em-
ployment opportunities for individuals with disabilities, and for other
purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Aprin 15, 2024

Mr. MOLINARO (for himself and Mr. PAPPAS) introduced the following bill;

which was referred to the Committee on Small Business

A BILL

To provide for a memorandum of understanding between

A N bW N

“the Small Business Administration and the National

Council on Disability to increase employment opportuni-
ties for individuals with disabilities, and for other pur-

- poses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act  may  be cited as the
“ThinkDIFFERENTLY About Disability Employment
Act”.
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]

SEC. 2. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING TO INCREASE
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIVID-
UALS WITH DISABILITIES. |

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the Small
Business Administration, in consultation with the Chair
of the National Council on Disability, shall—

(1) provide assistance to individuals with dis-
abilities who desire to become entrepreneurs or to be
self-employed;

(2) help individuals with disabilities find em-
ployment at small business concerns (as defined
under section 3 of the Small Business Act (15
U.8.C. 632));

(3) assist small business concerns with hiring
individuals with disabilities and with accessibility
issues applicable to individuals with disabilities.

(b) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING OR AGREE-
MENT.—The Administrator, in consultation with the
Chair, shall carry out and coordinate the activities de-
scribed in subsection (a) by entering into one or more
memoranda of understanding or other appropriate agree-
ments.

(¢) OUTREACH AND EDpUCATION.—In carrying out
the activities deseribed in subsection (a), the Adminis-
trator, in consultation with the Chair, shall conduct out-

reach and edueation about such activities.

+HR 7989 IH
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3
(d) REPORT.—Not later than two years after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Administrator, in con-
sultation with the Chair, shall submit to Congress a report
on activities earried out pursuant to any memorandum or
agreement described in subsection (b) that includes the

following:

(1) A description of how the Administrator, in
consultation with the Chair, carried out such activi-
ties.

(2) An analysis of opportunities to expand the
technieal capabilities of the Small Business Adminis-
tration in carrying out such activities.

(3) A description of achievements under any
such memorandum or agreement.

(4) A description of the plans of the Adminis-
trator, in consultation with the Chair, to continue
activities to expand employment opportunities for in-

dividuals with disabilities.

SEC. 3. COMPLIANCE WITH CUTGO.

No additional amounts are authorized to be appro-

21 priated to carry out this Act or the amendments made

22 by this Act.

HR 7989 IH
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
10 H.R. 5333
OFFERED BY MR. MEUSER OF PENNSYLVANIA

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the

following:

1 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

2 This Act may be cited as the “Investing in All of
3 America Act of 2023”. ’

4 SEC. 2. SBIC MAXIMUM LEVERAGE EXCLUSION.

5 (a) DEFINITIONS.~—Section 103(9) of the Small
6 Business Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 662(9)) is
7 amended— |

8

9

(1) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by striking “and”

at the end;

10 (2) in subparagraph (B)(iil)—

11 (A) in subclause (I), by striking ‘“‘estab-

1 lished prior to October 1, 1987”;

13 (B) in subclause (II)—

14 (i) by striking “or”’ and inserting “,”’;

15 and

16 © (ii) by inserting “, or a foundation,

17 endowment, or trust of a college or univer-

18 sity” after “pension plan”’; and
GWE041624\E041624.002xml  (92314011)
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2

1 (C) in subclause (III), by striking the
2 semicolon at the end and inserting “ and”; and
3 (3) by adding at the end the following new sub-
4 paragraph:

5 “(C) does not include any funds obtained
6 directly or indirectly from any Federal, St;ate or
7 local government or any gévernment agency or
8 instrumentality, except for funds described in
9 subeclauses (I) through (III) of subparagraph
10 (B)(ii1), for the purpose of approval by the Ad-
11 ministrator of any request for leverage.”.
12 (b) In GENERAL.—Section 303(b)(2) of the Small

13 Business Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b)(2))

14 is amended—

15 (1) in subparagraﬁh (A)(i), by striking “300”
16 and inserting “200”’;
17 (2) in subparagraph (C)—
18 (A) in the heading—
19 (i) by inserting “OR RURAL’ after
20 “LOW-INCOME”; and
21 ; | (ii) by inserting “OR CRITICAL TECH-
22 NOLOGY AREAS” after “GEOGRAPHIC
23 AREAS”;
24 (B) in clause (i)—

GAVIE\041624\E041624.002.xmi (92314011)

April 16, 2024 {9:19 am.)
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1 (i) by striking “(i) In calculating” and
2 inserting “(i)IN GENERAL.———Exeebt as pro-
3 vided in clause (iii), in calculating’’; ‘
4 (il) by inserting “or companies” after
5 “of a company”’; ‘
6 (iii) by striking “subparagraph (A)”
7 and’ inserting ‘“‘subparagraphs (A) and
8 B)7
9 (iv) by striking “equity”’;
10 (v) by striking ‘“the company in a
11 smaller enterprise” and all that follows
12 and inserting the following: “the company
13 or companies in—
14 “(I) a smaller enterprise located
15 in a low-income geographic area (as
16 defined in section 689 of this title) or
17 in a rural area; or”’; and
18 (vi) by adding at the end the following
19 new subclause:
20 “(I1) a small business concern in
21 an area of critical technology (as de-
22 fined in section 4801 of title 10,
23 United States Code) vital to maintain-
24 ing the national security of the United
25 States.”;
GVAE\041624\E041624.002xml  (92314011)

April 16, 2024 (9:19 a.m.)
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4

1 (C) by amending clause (ii) to read as fol-

2 lows:

3 “(ii) LIMITATION.—While maintaining

4 the limitation of subparagraph (A)(i) and

5 consistent with a leverage determination

6 ratio issued pursuant to section 301(c), the

7 aggregate amount excluded for a company
8 or companies under clause (i) from the cal-

9 culation of the outstanding leverage of
.10 such company or companies for the pur-
11 poses of subparagraphs (A) and (B) may
12 not exceed the lesser of 50 percent of the
13 private capital of such éompany or compa-
14 nies or $125,000,000.”; and

15 (D) by amending clause (iil) to read as fol-
16 lov-vs:

17 ‘““(ii1) PROSPECTIVE APPLICABILITY.—
18 An investment by a licensee is eligible for
19 exclusion from the ecalculation of out-
20 standing leverage under clause (i) only if
21 such investment is made by such licensee
22 after the date of enactment of the Invest-
23 ing in All of America Act of 2023.”; and
24 | (8) by adding at the end the following new sub-

25 paragraphs:

g \WE\041624\E041624.002.xmi (92314011)
April 16, 2024 (9:19 a.m.)
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1 “(E) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT.—The Admin-
2 _istrator shall adjust the dollar amounts de-
3 seribed in subparagraphs (A) and (B)—

4 “(1) on the date of the enactment of
5 this éubparag’raph, by a percentage equal
6 to the percentage (if any) by which the
7 Consumer Price Index (all items; United
8 States city average), as published by the
9 Bureau of Labor Statistics, increased dur-
10 ing the period—

11 “(I) beginning on December 18,
12 2015, and ending on the date of the
13 enactment, of this subparagraph, for
14 subparagraph (B); and ’

15 “(II) beginning on June 21,
16 2018, and ending dn the date of the
17 enactment of this subparagraph, for
18 subparagraph (A); and

19 ‘(i) on the date that is one year after
20 the date of the enactment of this subpara-
21 graph, and annually thereafter, by a per-
22 centage equal to the percentage (if any) by
23 which the Consumer Price Index (all items;
24 United States city average), as published
25 By the Bureau of Labor Statistics, in-

G\AE\041624\E041624.002xmi  (82314011)
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creased during the one-year period pre-
ceding the date of the adjustment under
this clause.”.
| (¢} REPORT.—Not later than June 30 of the first
year beginning after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the Administrator of the Small
Business Administration shall submit to the Committee on

Small Business and Ehtrepreneurship of the Senate and

© 0. N O W S W D e

the Committee on Small Business of the House of Rep-

—
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resentatives a report on the results of the exclusion under
subparagraph (C) of section 303(b)(2) of the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b)(2)), as

e ek
W N e

amended by subsection (a), including the economic activity
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generated and jobs directly and indirectly created by the
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exelusion.
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Minority Views
H.R. 7984, the “Rural Small Business Resilience Act”

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) provides the Federal government with fact-based,
non-partisan information to improve government and save taxpayers money.! Every year, GAO
makes more than 1,000 recommendations to Federal agencies, and it publishes a list of priority
recommendations for agencies.?

On February 22, 2024, GAO issued a report, “Small Business Administration: Targeted Outreach
about Disaster Assistance Could Benefit Rural Communities.” The report examines how SBA’s
disaster loan program assists communities after disasters, disaster loan trends in rural and urban
areas for fiscal years 2017-2022, challenges rural communities face after disasters, and SBA’s
actions that address challenges.

GAO found that rural areas have characteristics that make recovery difficult, and they face
challenges in seeking SBA disaster assistance. For example, rural areas have infrastructure
vulnerabilities, which include limited telecommunication networks, issues with the transportation
network, geographic barriers, and lack of temporary housing. They also do not have local resources
and capacity to support the recovery efforts, both in terms of human resources and funding.
Moreover, disaster survivors may lack awareness or an understanding of SBA’s disaster loans and
tend to prefer person to person outreach.

SBA has taken steps to address challenges to recovery, which include portable outreach centers,
virtual outreach, and “whole of SBA” approach to better meet survivors where they are, however
these actions are not necessarily targeted to rural areas. GAO recommends that SBA distinguish
between rural and urban communities in its outreach and marketing plan, and SBA concurred with
the GAO’s recommendation.’

As witnessed over the past years, the number and cost of weather and climate disasters, such as
tornadoes and wildfires, have been increasing across the United States. Approximately 20 percent
of the U.S. population lived in rural areas, representing 97 percent of land area, according to the
2020 Census. Targeted outreach and marketing to rural communities can make a significant
difference.

! What GAO Does, GOV’T ACCOUNTABILITY OFF., https://www.gao.gov/about/what-gao-does (last visited Feb. 28,
2024),

2 High Risk List, GOV'T ACCOUNTABILITY OFF., https://www.gao.gov/high-risk-list (last visited Feb. 28, 2024).

¥ https://www.gao.gov/assets/d24106755.pdf ]
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On March 6, 2024, the Committee on Small Business held a hearing on GAO’s recommendations
for improving the SBA and heard testimony on a number of the open recommendations. Witnesses
testified that Administrator Guzman has been committed to implementing GAO’s
recommendations. In fact, SBA’s implementation rate was 100 percent for the past four years,
well above the 77 percent rate government wide.

The legislation would require the SBA to close out the GAO recommendation ensuring that
individuals in rural areas for which a disaster declaration has been made have full access to
assistance, including targeted outreach and marketing materials. SBA would have one year to close
out the recommendation.

g

Nydia M. Veldzquez
Ranking Member
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Minority Views
H. R. 5333, “Investing in All of America Act of 2023”

In September 2023, the Small Business Administration (“SBA™) and the Department of Defense
(“DOD™) launched a joint initiative, known as the Small Business Investment Company Critical
Technologies Initiative (“SBICCT”). The SBICCT Initiative couples the SBA’s Small Business
Investment Company Program (“SBIC Program”) with the DOD’s robust scientific and technical
expertise and national security mission with the goal of attracting and scaling private investment
into businesses in technology areas critical to national and economic security.

The high priority financing areas in critical technology are typically venture and scale up/growth
equity investment. Due to the early revenue profile, the often capital-intensive nature, and pre-
profitability status of these businesses, the majority of financing in these businesses comes in the
form of equity rather than debt. The duration of the funds investing in businesses engaged in
critical technology is significantly longer than those funds running mezzanine debt and other credit
strategies. As a result, such investments are not always a “match” for SBICs with limited partners
with typically shorter time horizons. For example, currently, of the approximately $24 billion in
private capital committed to SBIC licensed funds only about 30 percent come from traditional
institutional investors with longer time horizons that can allocate more capital to long duration
investments in critical technology businesses.

In order to resolve this mismatch and ensure institutional investors with longer time horizons are
able to invest in critical technologies through the SBIC program, and effectively carryout the
SBICCT Initiative, it is necessary to update antiquated statutory constraints that limit participation
in the SBIC program.

At the same time, there continues to be a significant lack of capital investment in small businesses
in rural and underserved communities. Importantly, the Small Business Investment Act has
historically permitted “bonus” leverage to be allocated post licensing for investments in low-
income communities. However, due to changes in market conditions and investment strategies,
after the SBIC’s fund’s formation, utilization of the “bonus” leverage is not typically utilized.
Therefore, to drive additional SBIC investment capital to small businesses in rural and underserved
communities, it is important to provide utilization of “bonus™ leverage upfront at the time of
licensing, rather than a licensee requesting additional leverage midway through the investment
period. :



66

The bill would amend the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 to exclude from the limit on
leverage certain amounts invested in smaller enterprises located in rural or low-income areas and
small businesses in critical technology areas.
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Minority Views
H.R. 8014, the “Transparency and Predictability in Small Business Opportunities Act”

Once a federal agency determines they have a need for certain products or services, the agency’s
acquisition personnel will post a solicitation on the federal government’s SAM.gov website for a
contract to fill the requirements. This solicitation will identify what the agency intends to buy,
the procedures they will use to do it, and a deadline for companies to submit bids or proposals.

When responding to a solicitation, small businesses can spend significant time and costs to
prepare a proposal. In his written testimony submitted for a House Small Business Committee
hearing on February 6, 2024, entitled: “Under the Microscope: Reviewing the SBA’s Small
Business Size Standards,” Andrew Christ stated:

“Traditionally, the process of putting in a solicitation response is very costly. The
requirements for the solicitation responses continue to expand and... it requires a small
business to expend a significant amount of money to develop a detailed proposal
submission. On average, our proposal responses cost approximately $10,000.00 worth
of labor to draft, develop, review, and execute. This is a substantial expenditure for a
small business. ™

On September 8, 2021, the Department of Defense published a request for comments in the
Federal Register (Vol. 86, No. 171), entitled “Barriers Facing Small Businesses in Contracting
with the Department of Defense.” In their response listing the barrier small defense contractors
face, the U.S. Women’s Chamber of Commerce highlighted the “Numerous small business
contracts that just go away without explanation or discussion with the OSDBU.™?

There are separate rules based on different types of procurements and reasons for cancellations
but once a solicitation is issued, federal agencies have broad discretion to amend or cancel it. An
agency needs to have a reasonable basis to cancel a solicitation and provide basic justifications,
and there are currently rules around procedures that agencies must use to do so.

The reasons agencies may cancel solicitations can vary widely. There are circumstances where
the solicitations have been modified, usually as a result of corrective actions, to the extent that it
is simply easier to start over. Agencies will cancel and then reissue the solicitation for the same
work, rather than amend the existing solicitation. Other times, requirements have changed, the
work is no longer necessary, or the agency will procure the same work in a different way.

Additionally, issues can arise because of budget changes—including budget uncertainty caused
by continuing resolutions or lapses in appropriations—or the funding for the contract being

1 Written Statement of Mr. Andrew V. Christ, Chief Operating Officer, Compass Constructors, on behalf of American
Subcontractors Association, before the House Committee on Small Business. “Under the Microscope: Reviewing the
SBA’s Small Business Size Standards.” February 6, 2024:
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/SM/SM00/20240206/116800/HHRG-118-SMO0-Wstate-ChristA-20240206.pdf
24).5. Women'’s Chamber of Commerce, comments published on October 11, 2021 in response to the Department
of Defense's Notice of Request for Public Comments on “Barriers Facing Small Businesses in Contracting with the

Department of Defense:” https://www.regulations.gov/comment/DOD-2021-05-0077-0136.
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solicited is no longer available. The unpredictable and changing federal budget climate is always
a challenge for small businesses. In his prepared statement for the February hearing Mr. Christ,
referring cancelled solicitations, stated: “As of late, the instability and ambiguity caused by CRs
make it difficult for federal agencies to have certainty on funding for projects... it can create a
situation where the business spends a significant amount of money to develop a proposal
response, only to find out that the project has become inactive.”

Generally, when an agency cancels a solicitation, the reasons can be unknown to offerors and
there are no universal requirements that the agency provides any information either to the public
or to the companies that have provided an offer. Agencies do not have to disclose the reasons
and/ or plans which can be frustrating and harmful for small businesses who have sunk costs into
their proposal preparation and response.

In addition to improving transparency and accountability, if agencies disclosed additional
information regarding the reasons behind a cancelled solicitation, small businesses who put
together costly bids would have additional information to amend their business strategies and
plan for future bids.

The legislation will also add to the duties of each federal agency’s Office of Small &
Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU) to require they assist small businesses who have
prepared a bid for a cancelled solicitation with finding additional contracting opportunities.
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Minority Views
H.R. 7987, the “Plain Language in Contracting Act”

The Small Business Administration (SBA) is tasked with ensuring that small businesses are
awarded a “fair proportion of the total purchases and contracts for goods and services of the
Government in each industry category....” In accordance with this mandate, Congress has
imposed a governmentwide goal of awarding at least 23% of all small business eligible Federal
prime contracting dollars to small businesses. SBA’s FY22 scorecard showed that the federal
govemr‘nent awarded 26.5% of federal contract dollars to small businesses, a total of $162.9
billion.

At the same time that the amount of prime contract dollars awarded to small businesses has
reached record highs, the number of small businesses in the industrial base has declined
dramatically. The federal government has documented a roughly 40% decrease in the number of
small businesses receiving prime contract awards over the past decade. The data show that the
federal government is not retaining current small business government contractors, and new
small businesses are not choosing to enter the federal market.

Current procedures around small business procurements require federal agencies to conduct
market research, request proposals, and issue solicitations by posting notices on the
government’s SAM.gov website. These documents identify what the agency intends to buy and
the procedures they will use to do it, and interested companies then submit proposals, bids and
other information in response. :

Some stakeholders have raised concerns about the complexity of the requirements for contracting
with the federal government, especially for small businesses seeking to contract with the
government for the first time. This complexity can translate into contracting documents, which
may be unfamiliar to a small business who has not previously entered into a contract with the
federal government. The government-unique processes and wording can differ from commercial
practices in a way that may discourage companies from doing work with the government.

ik
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1U.8. Small Bus. Admin, FY 2022 Gover twide Small Business Procurement Scorecard,
https://www.sba.gov/agency-scorecards/scorecard himi?agency=GW&year=2022. -
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Minrority Views
H.R. 7988, Small Business Procurement and Utilization Reform (SPUR) Act

The Small Business Administration (SBA) is tasked with ensuring that small businesses are
awarded a “fair proportion of the total purchases and contracts for goods and services of the
Government in each industry category....” In accordance with this mandate, Congress has
imposed a governmentwide goal of awarding at least 23% of all small business eligible Federal
prime contracting dollars to small businesses, and provides SBA and federal agencies with
certain authorities to help create a level playing field for small businesses to compete in the
federal marketplace.

Each agency works to meet both the topline, total small business goal of 23% and additional
goals for each of the socio-economic categories: women-owned small businesses (WOSB);
small, disadvantaged businesses (SDB); and service-disabled veteran-owned small businesses
(SDVOSB); and HUBZone certified small businesses. SBA publishes an annual Small Business
Procurement Scorecard that grades each agency on their spending toward the goals and other,
weighted criteria. Agencies are annually assigned a “score” for their performance toward the
goals for the previous fiscal year. ’

Each agency’s score consists of its achievements in four areas, and each area is weighted by the
percentage shown below:

Prime contracting dollars: 50% of scorecard grade.

Subcontracting dollars: 20% of scorecard grade.

OSDBU compliance requirements: 20% of scorecard grade.

Number of small business prime contractors: 10% of scorecard grade.!

SBA’s FY22 scorecard showed that the federal government awarded 26.5% of federal contract
dollars to small businesses, a total of $162.9 billion.? At the same time that the amount of prime
contract dollars awarded to small businesses has reached record highs, the number of small
businesses in the industrial base has declined dramatically. The data show that the federal
government is not retaining current small business government contractors, and new small
businesses are not choosing to enter the federal market. The federal government has documented
a roughly 40% decrease in the number of small businesses receiving prime contract awards over
the past decade.

At the Department of Defense, GAO finds that “contract obligations to small businesses
increased from fiscal years 2011 to 2020, while the number of small businesses contracting with
DOD declined.”® Over a ten-year period, the number of small businesses participating in the

! The Small Business Administration, Fiscal Year 2022 Contracting scorecard grading methodology:
hitps://www.sba.gov/document/support-smali-business-procurement-scorecard-overview#scorecard-versions.

2.8. Small Bus. Admin, FY 2022 Governmentwide Small Business Procurement Scorecard,
https://www.sba.gov/agency-scorecards/scorecard html?agency=GW&year=2022.

3U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) Report No. GAO-22-104621 “Small Business Contracting: Actions
Needed to Implement and Monitor DoD’s Small Business Strategy” (October 2021):

https://www.gao.gov/products/sao-22-104621.
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defense industrial base declined by over 40 percent. The civilian agencies are seeing a similar
decline. An administration analysis of Federal Procurement Data System data found a loss of
49,000 small businesses (or 38% of small businesses) in the Fedéral supplier base since 2010.*

As a result, questions have been raised about how to accurately measure the health of the
industrial base, and the scorecard’s weighted priority on prime contract dollars. The scorecard’s
criteria includes a year-over-year prime contract comparison goal, yet that is weighted at 10%
and counts the award of a contract, not the award of a contract for the first time.

This bill is intended to measure and include in the SBA’s methodology for calculating an
agency’s score for small business goals, the number of small businesses who are becoming
federal government contractors for the first time.
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4 Office of Management and Budget Memorandum “Advancing Equity in Federal Procurement,” (M-22-03).
December 2, 2021: https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/M-22-03 .pdf.
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Minority Views
H.R. 7985, the “Entrepreneurs with Disabilities Reporting Act of 2024”

According to the U.S, Census Bureau, approximately 44.1 million Americans are individuals with
disabilities.! Individuals with disabilities are a highly diverse group. They include people with
physical disabilities, such as vision or hearing impairments and chronic conditions, and mental or
developmental disabilities, such as attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, autism spectrum
disorders, and Down syndrome. Furthermore, individuals born with disabilities have different
experiences than individuals who acquire disabilities later in life. Even with this diversity, it is
important to ensure that all Americans are duly inctuded and accommodated in the workplace and
business community.

However, only 26 percent of people with disabilities participate in America’s labor force. Yet, they
have a higher rate of self-employment (17 percent) than non-disabled Americans (11 percent).
People with disabilities often choose entrepreneurship over joining the labor force for several
reasons, including greater flexibility and inclusion with respect to their work scheduling and
environment.? In fact, there are approximately 1.8 million small businesses owned by people with
disabilities in the U.S.? Starting and owning a small business is a major pathway for all Americans,
especially people with disabilities, to achieve prosperity — a dynamic reflected by the fact that 99.9
percent of American businesses are small businesses.

Every American deserves the opportunity to contribute to society as productive workers and
entrepreneurs, and to actively improve their quality-of-life. However, ableism and other unique
structural bamers impede entrepreneurs with disabilities from fully pammpatmg in the business
community.*

On January 30, 2024, the Committee’s Innovation, Entrepreneurship, and Workforce Development
Subcommittee held a hearing entitled “Pathways to Success: Supporting Entrepreneurs and
Employees with Disabilities.” The hearing focused on the role entrepreneurs and employees with
disabilities play in the workforce and examined ways to empower them. In testimony, Mr. Keith
Wargo, President and CEO of Autism Speaks reported, “many individuals with disabilities have
the skills and desire to work, and hiring neurodiverse people benefits the companies they work for,
and the overall economy.” He further cited a study that showed “companies that actively seek to
hire people with disabilities outperform businesses that do not. Their revenues, net income, profit
margins were all higher. Further analysis revealed that the U.S. GDP could get a boost of up to $25
billion if more people with disabilities joined the workforce.”

! Table S1810: Disability Characteristics, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2022), https:/
data.census.gov/table/ACSST1Y2022.S1810.

2 NAT’L DISABILITY INST., SMALL BUSINESS OWNERSHIP BY PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES:
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 1-2, 13-14 (Apr. 2022).

3 Danielle Fallon-O’Leary, 6 Funding Opportunities for Dtsabled Entrepreneurs, U.S. CHAMBER OF COM.
(Nov. 1, 2023), https://www.uschamber.com/co/run/busi ing/funding-options-for-disabled-entrepreneurs.
* OFF. OF ADVOCACY, 2023 Small Business Profile: United States, U.8. SMALL BUS. ADMIN. 1 (Nov. 14,
2023), https://advocacy.sba.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2023-Small-Business-Economic-Profile-US.pdf.
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H.R. 7985 would requires the Small Business Administration to submit a report to Congress on
the challenges facing entrepreneurs with disabilities within 180 days of enactment of the
legislation.
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Minority Views
H.R. 7989, the “ThinkDIFFERENTLY About Disability Employment Act”

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, approximately 44.1 million Americans are people with
disabilities.! Individuals born with disabilities have different experiences than individuals who
acquire disabilities later in life. Even with this diversity, it is important to ensure that all Americans
are duly included and accommodated in the workplace and business community.

However, only 26 percent of people with disabilities participate in America’s labor force. Still,
they have a higher rate of self-employment (17 percent) than non-disabled Americans (11 percent).
People with disabilities often choose entrepreneurship over joining the labor force for several
reasons, including greater flexibility and inclusion with respect to work scheduling and
environment.> There are about 1.8 million small businesses owned by people with disabilities in
the U.S.> Owning a small business is a major pathway for all Americans, especially people with
disabilities, to achieve self-sufficiency.

Under the legislation, SBA to would enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the National
Council on Disability (NCD) to promote entrepreneurship and employment opportunities for
people with disabilities. The role of the (NCD) is to make recommendations to the President,
Congress, Federal agencies, State, tribal communities, and local governments on policies affecting
Americans with Disabilities. The Council is an independent federal agency comprised of nine
members - four appointed by the leadership in Congress and five appointed by the President. In
Fiscal Year 2024, the Council received $3.8 million in federal funding. Since the enactment of the
Americans with Disabilities Act in 1990, the NCD has played a key role in analyzing the needs of
people with disabilities.

On January 30, 2024, the Committee’s Innovation, Entrepreneurship, and Workforce Development
Subcommittee held a hearing entitled “Pathways to Success: Supporting Entrepreneurs and
Employees with Disabilities.” The hearing focused on the role entrepreneurs and employees with
disabilities play in the workforce and examined ways to empower them. In testimony, Mr. Keith
Wargo, President and CEO of Autism Speaks reported, “many individuals with disabilities have
the skills and desire to work, and hiring neurodiverse people benefits the companies they work for,
and the overall economy.” He further cited a study that showed “companies that actively seek to
hire people with disabilities outperform businesses that do not. Their revenues, net income, profit
margins were all higher. Further analysis revealed that the U.S. GDP could get a boost of up to $25
billion if more people with disabilities joined the workforce.”

! Table §1810: Disability Characteristics, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2022), https:/
data.census.gov/table/ACSSTIY2022.51810.

2 NAT'L DISABILITY INST., SMALL BUSINESS OWNERSHIP BY PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES:
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 1-2, 13-14 (Apr. 2022).

3 Danielle Fallon-O’Leary, 6§ Funding Opportunities for Disabled Entrepreneurs, U.S. CHAMBER OF COM.

32 cahlod.

(Nov. 1, 2023), https://www.uschamber.com/co/run/business-fi ing/funding-options-for preneurs.
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In conclusion, the legislation would require the Small Business Administration (SBA) and
National Council on Disability (NCD) to collaborate to help people with disabilities pursue small
business ownership and employment opportunities and submit a report to Congress about related
activities and accomplishments.
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SBIA

SMALL BUSINESS
INVESTOR ALLIANCE
April 16, 2024

The Honorable Roger Williams The Honorable Nydia Velazquez
Chair Ranking Member
Committee on Small Business Committee on Small Business
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 ) Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Williams and Ranking Member Veldzquez:

We write today to respectfully request your support for H.R. 5333, The Investing in All of
America Act of 2023 introduced by Reps Dan Meuser (R-PA) and Hilary Scholten (D-MI). This
bipartisan legislation will encourage more private capital investment into the parts of America
that are often overlooked, especially in low-income areas, rural communities, and industries vital
to national defense.

For more than 65 years, Small Business Investment Companies (SBICs), private funds licensed
and regulated by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), have been providing long-term,
patient capital to American small businesses to help them expand operations, generate
employment and positively impact their communities. SBIC-backed businesses have created 3
million new jobs and supported an additional 10.5 million jobs over the last two decades. Every
job created is a gain to the communities in which they are located. Over the past ten years, SBICs
have made more than 11,300 investments in domestic small businesses across the country, many
outside the financial and tech centers and thousands in Low-to-Moderate Income (LMI) areas.

The Investing in All of America Act will build on this success by encouraging more SBIC
investment in rural communities, low-income areas, and industries that are vital to national
defense with the following benefits:

No new spending.

No new mandates.

No subsidies.

100% of investment in American small businesses.
Market-led and market-driven.



As SBIC funds managers from across the country investing in your districts, we urge you to

cosponsor H.R. 5333, The Investing in All of America Act. We strongly believe this legislation
will create a meaningful enticement to seek out and review opportunities in small businesses that
otherwise might never be seen because they are in rural or low-income areas.

Sincerely,

Allison Alexander
IMB Partners, Bethesda, MD

Andy Tatman

Resolute Capital Partners, Nashville, TN
Atif Giliani

Renovus Capital, Wynnewood, PA
Augie Pence

Centerfield Capital Partners, Indianapolis;
IN

Ben Emmons
Source Capital, Atlanta, GA

Beth Manzi
RF Investment Partners, New York, NY

Bill Nutter
Resolute Capital Partners, Nashville, TN

Blake Bartolomei
High Street Capital, Chicago, IL

Brad Burton '
Five Points Capital, Winston-Salem, NC

Brad Clark
Five Points Capital, Winston-Salem, NC

Brooks Burgum

LongWater Capital Solutions, Chesterfield,

MO

Carleton Olmanson
GMB Capital Partners, Minneapolis, MN

Caroline Ducas
Resolute Capital Partners, Nashville, TN

Casey Hammontree
Resolute Capital Partners, Nashville, TN

Charles Bryan
Patriot Capital, Baltimore, MD

Charles McCusker
Patriot Capital, Baltimore, MD

Chris Brewster
High Street Capital, Chicago, IL

Damian Burke
Main Street Capital, Houston, TX

Dan Hemiadan
GMB Capital Partners, Minneapolis, MN

Dan Yardley
Patriot Capital, Baltimore, MD

David Kocen
Bluehenge Capital Partners, Baton Rouge,
LA

David Magdol
Main Street Capital, Houston, TX

David Williams



Navigate Capital Partners, Cincinnati, OH

Dean D'Angelo
Stellus Capital, Chevy Chase, MD

Diego Fernandez
Main Street Capital, Houston, TX

Doug England
The Riverside Company, Cleveland, OH

Dwayne Hyzak
Main Street Capital, Houston, TX

Eda Henries
Henries & Co., Brooklyn, NY

Eduardo Inclan
Bluhaus Small Business Fund, Guaynabo,
Puerto Rico

Faraz Abbasi
Centerfield Capital Partners, Indianapolis,
IN

Farrah Holder
IMB Partners, Bethesda, MD

Frank Mora
HCAP Partners, San Diego, CA

Gayle Hughes
Merion Investment Partners, Wayne, PA

George Kirch

Centerfield Capital Partners, Indianapolis,

IN

Gus Spanos
SBJ Capital, Walnut Creek, CA

Harrison Mullin
Navigate Capital Partners, Cincinnati, OH

78

Holly Huels
Holleway Capital, St. Louis, MO

Iain Douglas
True West Capital Partners, Los Angeles, C

Alan Mohler
Mosaic Capital Partners, Charlotte, NC

Ivelisse Simon
Avante Capital Partners, Los Angeles, CA

Jaime Arreola
Main Street Capital, Houston, TX

James Upchurch
Caltius Capital Management, Los Angeles,
CA ’

Jason Beauvais
Main Street Capital, Houston, TX

Javier Aguirre
Farragut Capital Partners, Chevy Chase, MD

Jeffrey Schwartz
Corbel Capital Partners, Los Angeles, CA

Jeri Harman
Avante Capital Partners, Los Angeles, CA

Jesse Morris
Main Street Capital, Houston, TX

John Mickelson
Midwest Growth Partners, West Des
Moines, IA

John Pontius
Capital Alignment Partners, Nashville, TN

Judd Stevens



GMB Capital Partners, Minneapolis, MN

K. Colton Braud III
Main Street Capital, Houston, TX

Kacy Rozelle
St. Cloud Capital Partners, Los Angeles, CA

Kelvin Pennington
IMB Partners, Bethesda, MD

Kenneth Saffold
o015 Capital Partners, Atlanta, GA

Keven Shanahan
Argosy Private Equity, Wayne, PA

Kevin Jessup
Salem Investment Partners, Greensboro, NC

Kevin Prunty
LongWater Capital Solutions, Chesterfield,
MO

Kevin Sheehan
Multiplier Capital, Washington, DC

Kristin Lee
NewSpring Capital, Denver, CO

Kyle Largent
Sound Growth Partners, Shoreline, WA

Lenora Robinson Mills
IMB Partners, Bethesda, MD

Mark Hollis
Centerfield Capital Partners, Zionsville, IN

Mark Kromkowski
Ice Miller, Chicago, IL

Matthew Koster
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Eagle Private Capital, St. Louis, MO

Meg Taylor
IBC Funds, Dallas, TX

Michael Becker
Plexus Capital, Raleigh, NC

Michael Lasch
Pine Street Capital, Albany, NY

Neil Shah
Brookside Capital Partners, Stamford, CT

Nicholas Meserve
Main Street Capital, Houston, TX

Pamela Hendrickson
The Riverside Company, Cleveland, OH

Pat Hutchison
Boundary Street Capital, Alexandria, VA

Patrick Weston
Route 2 Capital Partners, Greeneville, SC

Rich Beaty
IMB Partners, Bethesda, MD

Robert Kissling
Source Capital, Atlanta, GA

Robin Dowdle
Lake Country Capital, Edina, MN

Ryan Hennessee
Five Points Capital, Winston-Salem, NC

Sammy Cashiola
Main Street Capital, Houston, TX

Stacey Wittelsberger )
Patriot Capital, Baltimore, MD
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Stacy Harmsen
NorthCoast Mezzanine, Minneapolis, MN

Stephanie Douglass
Centerfield Capital Partners, Indianapolis,
IN

Stephen Gurgovits
Tecum Capital Partners, Pittsburgh, PA

Tafara Jhamba
East Coast Capital Holdings, New York, NY

Tarrus Richardson
IMB Partners, Bethesda, MD

Thomas Gorman
Seacoast Capital, Danvers, MA

Tom Holland-
Patriot Capital, Baltimore, MD

Troy Clark
Centerfield Capital Partners, Indianapolis,
IN

Tyler Hamacher )
Centerfield Capital Partners, Indianapolis,
IN

Tyson Smith
Tecum Capital Partners, Pittsburgh, PA

‘Wes Hampp
Holleway Capital, Kansas City, KS

‘Whit Edwards
Five Points Capital, Winston-Salem, NC
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