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NOMINATIONS OF VIVEK MURTHY

AND RACHEL LEVINE
Thursday, February 25, 2021

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, AND PENSIONS,
Washington, DC.

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., in room 216,
Hart Senate Office Building, Hon. Patty Murray, Chair of the Com-
mittee, presiding.

Present: Senators Murray [presiding], Casey, Baldwin, Murphy,
Kaine, Hassan, Smith, Rosen, Lujan, Burr, Paul, Collins, Cassidy,
Murkowski, Braun, Marshall, Romney, and Tuberville.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR MURRAY

The CHAIR. The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Committee will please come to order. Today, we are holding a hear-
ing on the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to serve as Surgeon
General and the nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine to serve as As-
sistant Secretary for Health. Senator Burr and I will each have an
opening statement and I will introduce Dr. Murthy and recognize
Senator Casey to introduce Dr. Levine.

After Dr. Murthy and Dr. Levine give their testimony, Senators
will have five minutes each for a round of questions, and I am
happy to stay for a second round if any Senator has any remaining
questions. Before we begin, I want to work through the COVID-
19 safety protocols in place. We will follow the advice of the Attend-
ing Physician and the Sergeant-at-Arms in conducting this hearing.
We are all very grateful to everyone who has worked so hard to get
this set up and help everyone stay safe and healthy. Committee
Members are seated at least six feet apart, and some Senators, in-
cluding myself, are participating by video conference. And while we
are unable to have the hearing open to the public or media for in-
person attendance, live video is available on our Committee
website at www.help.senate.gov.

We received Dr. Murthy’s formal nomination on January 20th
and his Committee paperwork and his Office of Government Ethics
paperwork, including his public financial disclosures and ethics
agreement on February 3rd. And we received Dr. Levine’s formal
nomination on

Senator BURR. Hey, Patty, can you hold for one second? They are
working on getting you unmuted, and your video went away for
just a second. So if you will, let us make sure that we have got you
back before you continue.

The CHAIR. Can you hear me yet?

Senator BURR. We can hear you.
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The CHAIR. Okay, great. And I am not sure where you lost
me

Senator BURR. If you back up about two sentences, I think you
will have us.

The CHAIR. Okay. Well, let me just say we received Dr. Levine’s
formal nomination on February 13th and Committee paperwork on
February 10th and her Office of Government Ethics paperwork on
February 17th. Dr. Murthy, Dr. Levine, thank you both for joining
us today. While I have not been able to meet either of you in per-
son since your nomination, I was pleased to speak with each of you
about the challenges our Nation is facing and I look forward to con-
tinuing those conversations today and working with you both in the
future, remotely for now when it works and in person when this
pandemic is over.

Of course, in order to end this pandemic and rebuild our Nation
stronger and fairer, the Biden administration needs an all hands
on deck as soon as possible, which is why it is so important that
this Committee move quickly to consider and confirm qualified
nominees like Dr. Murthy and Dr. Levine. We have lost over a half
a million people to this pandemic to say nothing of the countless
other ways it is upended the lives of families across our country.
We desperately need trusted public health experts who can debunk
misinformation and rumors, promote public health guidance on
mask wearing, social distancing and more, and encourage vaccina-
tions and inform people about vaccine safety and efficacy.

We desperately need leaders who understand what our commu-
nities are going through and who will go above and beyond to help
our states, cities, and tribes get the support they need. In other
words, we need people like Dr. Murthy and Dr. Levine. Dr. Murthy
is a crisis tested leader who is uniquely qualified to help the Amer-
ican people navigate the health challenges ahead of us. I will say
more about his impressive record shortly, but one of the reasons I
know Dr. Murthy is the right pick to serve as Surgeon General is
because he has already done the job and done it well. During his
last tenure as America’s doctor, he established himself as a trusted
voice on public health issues, saw our Nation through public health
emergencies like the Zika epidemic in 2016, he led the charge
against the Opioid Crisis, and he shined a light on how stress, iso-
lation, and other mental health issues threaten America’s well-
being, an issue that is all the more urgent given the trauma of this
pandemic.

In short, he proved why he is exactly the kind of leader we need
as Surgeon General today. I was proud to vote to confirm him as
Surgeon General back in 2014. I am proud to support his nomina-
tion to return to that role now, and hopefully my colleagues will
join me in working to get him in place quickly. I am also proud to
support the nomination of Dr. Levine, who is a highly qualified and
a historic choice to serve as Assistant Secretary for Health. I have
always said our Government should represent the people it serves
and the nomination of Dr. Levine, who would make history as the
highest ranking openly transgender official in the U.S. Govern-
ment, brings us a step closer in making sure that happens.

Dr. Levine is a public health expert who has a firsthand under-
standing of the challenges our states are facing and the support
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they need. As the highest ranking health official in Pennsylvania,
Dr. Levine led the state’s COVID-19 response and advocated for
resources and support Pennsylvanians needed. She focused on
transparency and clear, science-based communication throughout
the response and gave daily briefings on the status of the epidemic.
But even before this crisis, Dr. Levine established herself as a
trusted voice to the people of Pennsylvania on matters of public
health through her work to establish opioid prescribing guidelines
and education for medical students, make life saving treatment for
opioid overdoses widely available, combat eating disorders, increase
health equity, and help the LGBTQ community get healthcare. She
served the state as Physician General, a position the Republican-
led state Senate confirmed her to unanimously, and then Assistant
Secretary of Health, a position she was confirmed to by an over-
whelming 49 to 1 margin. Given her clear qualifications and the
urgency of this crisis, I hope she will have similar bipartisan sup-
port here because a pandemic isn’t the time to focus on politics.

We need to focus on getting people reliable information from ex-
pert voices that they trust, getting states, tribes, and communities
the resources and support that they need, getting testing and trac-
ing and vaccinations up, and bringing new cases down. We need to
focus on providing mental health care as the Nation grapples with
the trauma of this pandemic and on eliminating inequities that ex-
isted long before this crisis, have grown worse during it, and have
made the pandemic so much more deadly for communities of color.
We all know this pandemic is not going to be stopped by partisan
politics. It is going to be stopped by swift action and by public
health experts like Dr. Murthy and Dr. Levine. So I hope we can
come together to confirm them in quick bipartisan fashion and
work with them the way families across the country so desperately
need us to.

Finally, I seek unanimous consent to put in the record 29 letters
in support of Dr. Murthy’s nomination, 51 letters in support of Dr.
Levine’s nomination, and—from hundreds of hospitals, public
health groups, patient advocates, medical schools and universities,
LGBTQ advocacy groups, and clinicians, faith based and medical
organizations, reproductive rights and family planning groups, civil
rights groups, and so much more. So ordered.

[The information referred to can be found on page 47 and 148]

The CHAIR. With that, I will recognize Ranking Member Burr for
his opening remarks.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR BURR

Senator BURR. Well, thank you, Madam Chair, for the oppor-
tunity to provide remarks as the Committee reviews the qualifica-
tions for two critical public health positions at HHS, the Assistant
Secretary for Health and the Surgeon General. Dr. Levine, wel-
come. And Dr. Murthy, welcome as well. I also want to reinforce
the Chairs’s words that we all seek bipartisan votes on nominees,
but that doesn’t mean that answers to questions don’t have to be
sufficient. Today is your opportunity for that. Each of you have ac-
cepted the nomination at an important time, when our country is
facing one of the most challenging times in our history as we com-
bat COVID-19. I have no doubt that should you be confirmed to
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these important leadership roles, the majority of your time will be
focused on responding to the novel coronavirus and its impact.

As Assistant Secretary of Health, Dr. Levine, you would be in
charge of a range of health issues including human research pro-
tections and research integrity. As Surgeon General, Dr. Murthy,
you would be responsible for providing Americans with the best sci-
entific information and overseeing the Public Health Service Com-
mission Corps, both of which continue to be critical to our pan-
demic response. The question before us today is are both of you
prepared and qualified to take on the roles and responsibilities re-
quired? In addition to the challenges that face us today with the
pandemic, this hearing will help answer those questions, but I am
very concerned about a nomination that is not before us today. In
fact, it hasn’t yet been made by the Administration. The Assistant
Secretary of Emergency Preparedness and Response, or ASPR for
short, is a top adviser to the Secretary of HHS during public health
emergencies. Congress created the ASPR to serve in a dedicated
role that coordinates among all the operating divisions and agen-
cies within HHS, including the Assistant Secretary of Health and
the Surgeon General. We have been—we have before us nominees
for both Assistant Secretary for Health and Surgeon General but
not the coordinator, the ASPR.

While the words of this administration claim urgency in their re-
sponse to COVID-19, their actions or lack thereof speak otherwise.
The law calls for strong leadership during pandemic health emer-
gencies. But the nominations before us, while important, do not fill
the role of the Department charged with leading an emergency re-
sponse. The Administration claimed to be ready on day one and the
fact that a nominee for the ASPR hasn’t yet been made and no
meaningful effort in consultation with Congress about filling the
position, quite frankly, raises serious questions. The ASPR is di-
rected to communicate information from across the Department to
the Secretary, bring in a daily vigilance and constant urgency to
the health care needs of the American people so that the Secretary
can make informed decisions both in the midst of a public health
crisis and in times of preparation for the next threat we will face.
We have been grappling with the novel coronavirus public health
emergency for over a year.

The new administration has had ample time to choose an indi-
vidual for this critical role. So it is difficult to understand why the
ASPR nominee is not at least sitting here with the two of you, if
not before your hearing. Since it is our responsibilities as Members
of Congress to vet two nominees before us, I will try to understand
the roles each of you will play at HHS during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the qualifications and experiences you have to do so.
Now, Dr. Levine, the position of Assistant Secretary of Health
evolved during the pandemic under the previous administration,
playing an integral role in the COVID-19 response. Dr. Giroir, and
we have all struggled with exactly how to pronounce his name, but
Dr. Giroir worked with NIH and BARDA as they partnered with
innovators to develop and scale up testing technologies, help to ad-
dress shortages of testing supplies, and worked with States to meet
its testing needs. Dr. Levine, you have been on the front line of the
COVID-19 response in your home State of Pennsylvania, which
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faced great challenges with testing capacity early in the pandemic
and vaccine rollout to this day. The state public health lab was
only able to perform six tests per day in March of last year, six,
severely limiting the public health response that relied on identi-
fying where the state virus was spreading. Along with testing chal-
lenges from last spring, your state failed to adequately protect
nursing home residents from the virus and is making unacceptable
mistakes in the vaccine distribution process.

Pennsylvania ranks as one of the most dangerous states for long
term care residents battling COVID-19. 52 percent of Pennsylva-
nia’s COVID-19 deaths came from nursing homes, and 3 in 10 of
the deadliest facilities in the country were in Pennsylvania. Your
state came in 46 in the country in its effort to put safeguards in
place that manage the spread of infections in these settings, with
only 16 percent of the state’s nursing homes receiving infection con-
trol inspections that could have saved residents from the spread of
COVID-19. While you stated that you relied on Federal guidance
for the nursing home care during the pandemic, the tragic high
mortality rate in your state’s nursing homes shows that more was
needed but wasn’t provided. In my State of North Carolina, our
health secretary also relied on Federal guidance for nursing homes
and long term care settings. In North Carolina, nursing home mor-
tality rate, while still high, account for 36 percent of the deaths in
our state.

This discrepancy clearly shows that hiding behind Federal guid-
ance is no excuse for taking action to protect our most vulnerable.
I look forward to understanding exactly why your decisions when
relying on the same Federal guidelines as my state resulted in a
different outcome for Pennsylvania seniors. In regards to vaccine
rollout, reports from your state recently indicated that tens of thou-
sands of Pennsylvania residents mistakenly received the dedicated
second dose of Moderna vaccine, meaning the second dose that was
reserved for those who had the first dose and the second dose went
to newly vaccinated people. While you may not have been in office
during the last few weeks of the challenges facing your state, you
were serving as the state’s Health Secretary during the develop-
ment and submission of its COVID-19 vaccine plan last October.

I might note that yesterday in the HELP Committee, Senator
Marshall put into the record, I believe, 50 state plans that had
been submitted and I think it is important that we understand that
you cannot separate your role from the performance of your agency
a matter of weeks after your departure. So I hope you will take
those questions on seriously. At each step, testing, treatment and
now vaccination, your state’s response has fallen short. As the
state’s Health Secretary, this track record reflects on your ability
to meet the challenges that would come across your desk imme-
diately should you be confirmed. I am sure we will find similar
problems in all 50 states and similar blame could be leveled on
Congress. But you are the nominee, and I hope you will address
those questions as best you can. Dr. Murthy, earlier this week you
and I had an opportunity to discuss a range of issues, and I am
thankful for that time as I did with Dr. Levine, that the Surgeon
General will face in this administration, starting with the response
to COVID. You have already served once as the Nation’s doctor,
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and my friend from Kentucky often tells us in the conference not
much education comes out of the second kick of a mule. So I hope
to learn more about why you want to do this again. Should you be
confirmed, the American people will be placing their trust in you
to communicate without political preference or pressure the best
ways to keep their families safe during the crisis.

I worry about your ability to separate political influence from
your ability to communicate health care decisions. In fact, you
spoke at the Democratic National Convention, a wholly political
event, just a few months ago. As a Co-Chair of the Transition
Team’s Coronavirus Task Force, you said that the President’s goal
of 100 million vaccinations by 100 days was doable, lowering expec-
tations for an accomplishment well within our reach today. Before
President Biden took office, our country was already vaccinating
900,000 people a day and had administered over 20 million doses—
20 million shots. I am in politics, so I know lots of people try to
lower expectations in order to look like they are accomplishing
something when they are simply showing up, but the Surgeon Gen-
eral has to be trusted for the facts. 100 million people in 100 days
isn’t a stretch goal. And you shouldn’t be afraid to stand up to the
political staff who want you to lower the expectations so the Ad-
ministration can easily reach them. The American people deserve
a Surgeon General who will separate fact from fiction and level
with us on the science.

Madam Chair, in conclusion, Dr. Levine and Dr. Murthy, the ac-
tions and positions that they have taken prior to your nomination
and the process lead me to have some concerns. I hope that you
will use today’s hearing to address those concerns to earn my sup-
port. The position of Assistant Secretary of Health and Surgeon
General are important and must be filled. But it is frustrating that
the Administration chose to prioritize the nomination of candidates
for these positions, as important as they are, instead of the nomi-
nation of the leader for Federal Government’s response to
pandemics that is required by law. Strong leadership will continue
to be absolutely necessary throughout this phase of pandemic re-
sponse. And I will use my time today to get an answer to the ques-
tions or the question, who is in charge?

Chair Murray, Dr. Levine’s challenges in Pennsylvania to bring
early adequate testing and to keep nursing home residents safe
and Dr. Murthy’s inability to separate politics from good public
health policy are especially concerning when the role of ASPR still
stands vacant. I look forward to hearing their testimony today,
their plans to navigate a response at HHS without a Senate con-
firmed ASPR to provide the direction these two offices need during
a challenging time. I thank both of our nominees for being here
today. I yield back to the chair.

The CHAIR. Thank you very much Senator, Ranking Member
Burr. We will now introduce today’s witnesses. Dr. Vivek Murthy
has a distinguished career that has solidified his reputation as a
trusted public health expert. He has worked to improve the health
of people across the country and across the world. And in doing so
has shown beyond a doubt he is the right person to see us through
this pandemic as Surgeon General.
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Before he was a doctor, before I was a public health expert, Dr.
Murthy was a kid growing up in Miami, Florida, the son of two im-
migrants from India. He attended Harvard University for his un-
dergraduate degree, Yale for both his M.D. and M.B.A. and com-
pleted his residency in internal medicine at Brigham and Women’s
Hospital and Harvard Medical School. His passion for public health
was evident even as a freshman in college. That was when he co-
founded Vision’s Worldwide, an organization focused on HIV, AIDS
education in the U.S. and India. And since then, he has only fur-
ther demonstrated his ability to lead and his drive to help people
stay healthy. He also co-founded the Swasthya project, which em-
powered women with training to become health care providers in
rural India, Trial Networks, a company that works to improve med-
ical research and collaboration and data sharing, and Doctors for
America, a group of over 18,000 doctors and medical students that
advocate for quality, affordable healthcare. In 2011, President
Obama tapped Dr. Murthy to serve on the Advisory Group on Pre-
vention, Health Promotion, and Integrative and Public Health. And
in 2013, he nominated Dr. Murthy to be Surgeon General.

As America’s doctor, he saw the Nation through the Zika epi-
demic in 2016, released landmark reports on the Opioid Crisis and
the dangers of e-cigarettes to youth, and lead important discussions
about mental health, something the trauma of this pandemic has
made even more urgent. He also championed preventive health, in-
cluding a memorable video he did with Elmo to help promote vac-
cines. Seems to me it is about time for us to do both. During this
pandemic, he has been an important voice, urging people to follow
public health guidance and keep themselves and others safe and
has been a key adviser to President Biden.

He was a critical member of Biden’s campaign’s COVID-19 team
and served as co-chair of the Transitions Coronavirus Task Force.
Dr. Murthy is also the proud father of two children and the hus-
band of Dr. Alice Chen, who is a physician as well and who is
watching with us today. Dr. Chen, welcome to you. Dr. Murthy, we
are so glad to have you with us today. Thank you for being here.
And now I will turn it over to Senator Casey to introduce Dr. Le-
vine.

Senator CASEY. Thank you, Chair Murray, for your introduction
of Dr. Murthy. And I am pleased to introduce Dr. Rachel Levine,
the former Secretary of Health for Pennsylvania, also a former Pro-
fessor of Pediatrics and Psychiatry at Penn State University, and
the immediate past President of the Association of State—[tech-
nical problems]—Health Officials, and the nominee to serve, of
course, as Assistant Secretary of Health at the Department of
Health and Human Services.

I have known Dr. Levine for years, thanks to a previous service
as both Secretary of Health as well as the Physician General at
Pennsylvania, a position that is comparable to that of our other
distinguished nominee today, Dr. Murthy. In this terrible time of
crisis for our country, when we have tragically lost over a half a
million people to this terrible disease, the need for expert, experi-
enced, and fact-based as well as compassionate leadership could
not be more critical. This is the type of leadership that Dr. Levine
has demonstrated in Pennsylvania throughout the pandemic. Dr.
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Levine has strong roots in academics, clinical care, and protecting
the most vulnerable among us. She has a distinguished career
practicing pediatric and adolescent medicine in both New York and
Pennsylvania, serving as Director of Pediatric Ambulatory Services
and Adolescent Medicine at Penn State Hershey Medical Center,
and she was the Founding Director of the Division of Adolescent
Medicine and Eating Disorders.

She is the author of numerous papers on opioids, adolescence,
eating disorders, and LGBTQIA medicine. When COVID-19 came
to our state, Dr. Levine’s leadership was marked by clear, science
based communication at her daily briefings. Her early action, her
collaborative style, and her calm were recognized by the medical
community as well as leaders on both sides of the aisle. The
COVID-19 pandemic response was not Dr. Levine’s first experience
with crisis management. She earned the praise of Pennsylvanians
and the public health community for her comprehensive and stra-
tegic approach to addressing the opioid addiction crisis in our state.
She changed addiction, medical education, and prescribing prac-
tices, and she made naloxone, the lifesaving rescue medicine need-
ed at the time of an overdose, she made it widely available to law
enforcement, schools, and residents alike.

She worked tirelessly to address health disparities, including
Black maternal mortality and obstacles to access to care faced by
the LGBTQ community. Dr. Levine has dedicated her career to
children and young adults, addressing physical, mental, and social
care needs. As Pennsylvania’s Secretary of Health, she brought
that approach to all residents, including our seniors and long term
care residents. As further evidence of her effectiveness and style of
leadership, I would note that Dr. Levine was confirmed three
times, three times to her prior positions in State Government by
Pennsylvania’s Republican majority state Senate.

I am grateful for her willingness to continue her distinguished
career in public service, and I look forward to working with her in
the role that I know she will be confirmed as Assistant Secretary
of Health at the Department of Health and Human Services.
Thank you, Chair Murray.

The CHAIR. Well, thank you, Senator Casey. Dr. Murthy, Dr. Le-
vine we are looking forward to hearing from both of you now. And
Dr. Murthy, you will begin with your testimony.

STATEMENT OF HON. VIVEK HALLEGERE MURTHY, M.D.,
MIAMI, FL

Dr. MURTHY. Thank you so much, Chair Murray. Chair Murray,
Ranking Member Burr, distinguished Members of the Committee,
I am deeply honored and incredibly grateful for the opportunity to
appear before you today. I would like to first introduce my wife and
my best friend, Dr. Alice Chen, who is sitting behind me. It is her
love and support that has brightened each day of my life since we
first met more than a decade ago.

While they weren’t able to be here in person, I am thinking today
about the rest of my family who is watching from afar, my chil-
dren, Teyjas, who is four, and Shanthi, who is three, my grand-
mother Sarojini and my sister Rashmi and brother in law Amit.
And especially my parents Hallegere and Myetraie Murthy. They
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came to this country from India decades ago. They had few contacts
or resources, but they had high hopes that America would be a
place where their children would find education and opportunity.
They set up a small medical practice in Miami, and as a child, I
watched them make house calls in the middle of the night and
wake up early to visit patients in the hospital before heading into
their office. They attended birthdays, weddings, and funerals for
their patients, always there in the moments that mattered because
they saw their patients as family and that is what you do for fam-
ily. I have tried to live by the lessons that they embody, that we
have an obligation to help each other whenever we can to alleviate
suffering wherever we find it, and to give back to this country that
made our lives, my life and the lives of my children possible.

This is a moment of tremendous suffering for our Nation. More
than half a million people have lost their lives to COVID-19, in-
cluding beloved members of my own family. Many more are facing
long term health consequences and stressful financial struggles. If
confirmed as Surgeon General, my highest priority will be to help
end this pandemic. In the work I have done over the past year with
Government leaders and schools and businesses and health care
providers, I have seen the importance of providing clear, science
based guidance to Americans on how to protect themselves and oth-
ers. And I know how urgent it is that we communicate clearly
about the safety and effectiveness of vaccines and get them to peo-
ple as quickly as possible, particularly those in underserved rural
communities and communities of color. But as we address COVID-
19, we cannot neglect the other public health crises that have been
exacerbated by this pandemic, particularly the opioid epidemic,
mental illness, and racial and geographic health inequities.

I have witnessed how these challenges are destroying lives and
devastating families all across America. During my prior service as
Surgeon General, I listened to and learned from people in rural
communities in Oklahoma and in Alaska, and in big cities, includ-
ing Indianapolis, New Orleans, and Charlotte. Their stories are
what led me to issue the first Surgeon General’s report on alcohol,
drugs and health and to launch a national education campaign on
opioids and safe prescribing. But we have so much more to do, and
if confirmed, I will work tirelessly to address these crises. I will do
so guided always by the very best science. And I will work with
Secretary-Designate Becerra, Dr. Levine, and with colleagues
across the Federal Government and at state and local levels.
Equally as important, though, I will also work closely with commu-
nity partners, from faith leaders and businesses to doctors, nurses,
and educators.

I would also welcome once again the chance to work hand in
hand with congressional leaders on both sides of the aisle, as I was
privileged to do in the past as we together addressed the opioid epi-
demic, the Zika virus, and other public health challenges. And I
would be honored, deeply honored to once again lead the United
States Public Health Service Commission Corps, which for more
than a century has helped our Nation respond to public health
threats, including COVID-19. Senators, I know that the challenges
before us are daunting. But if confirmed, I will never forget that
at its essence, the role of the Surgeon General is that of a doctor,
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one charged with serving every single American. I learned as a doc-

tor to approach each patient with both head and heart, with

}slcielnce and compassion, recognizing that both have the power to
eal.

I learned to respect the uniqueness of each patient, recognizing
that solutions must be tailored to each individual. And I learned
to listen deeply to the patient in front of me, to look beyond any
labels, and to see that person in their fullest humanity, knowing
that they were someone’s mother, father, grandparent, child, sib-
ling, and friend.

The most important job of a doctor is to help patients heal, and
if confirmed, that will be my mission as Surgeon General, to do
whatever I can, for as long as I can to help our communities and
our Nation heal. Thank you so much for your consideration of my
nomination, and I look forward to your questions.

[The prepared statement of Dr. Murthy follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF VIVEK H. MURTHY

Chair Murray, Ranking Member Burr, and Distinguished Members of the Com-
mittee, I am deeply honored and incredibly grateful for the opportunity to appear
before you today. I would like to introduce my wife and best friend, Dr. Alice Chen,
whose love and support has brightened my life in countless ways.

While they weren’t able to be here in person, I'm thinking today about the rest
of my family who are watching from afar—my children Teyjas and Shanthi, who are
our greatest joy; my grandmother Sarojini; my sister Rashmi and brother in law
Amit; and especially my parents Hallegere and Myetraie Murthy, who came to this
country as immigrants decades ago and set up a small medical practice in their
community in Miami. As a child, I watched them make house calls in the middle
of the night and wake up early to visit patients in the hospital before heading to
their office. They attended birthdays, weddings, and funerals for their patients, al-
ways there in the moments that mattered because they saw their patients as family,
and that’s what you do for family.

I have tried to live by the lessons they embodied: that we have an obligation to
help each other whenever we can, to alleviate suffering wherever we find it, and
to give back to this country that made their lives and my life and the lives of my
children possible.

This is a moment of tremendous suffering for our Nation. More than half a million
people have lost their lives to COVID-19, including beloved members of my own
family. Many more are facing long-term health consequences. And millions of Amer-
icans are experiencing secondary impacts on their health—from missed preventive
care, to stressful financial struggles, to anxiety and depression.

If confirmed as Surgeon General, my highest priority will be to help end this pan-
demic, work I've been doing over the past year with state and local officials, schools
and universities, businesses, health care providers, and others. I have seen first-
hand the importance of providing clear, science-based guidance to Americans on how
to protect themselves and others. And I know how urgent it is that we communicate
clearly about the safety and effectiveness of vaccines and get them to people as
quickly as possible, particularly those in underserved rural communities and com-
munities of color.

But as we address COVID-19, we cannot neglect the other public health crises
we face, crises that have been exacerbated by this pandemic: particularly the opioid
epidemic, mental illness, and glaring racial and geographic health inequities.

During my prior service as Surgeon General, I saw firsthand how these challenges
are destroying lives and devastating families in every corner of this country. I lis-
tened to and learned from people in rural communities in Oklahoma and Alaska and
in big cities, including Indianapolis, Indiana, New Orleans, Louisiana, and Char-
lotte, North Carolina. And their stories are what led me to issue the first Surgeon
General’s Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health and to launch a national education
campaign on opioids and safe prescribing.

But we have so much more to do, and if confirmed, I will work tirelessly to ad-
dress these crises. I will do so guided always by the very best science. And I will
work with Secretary-Designate Becerra, Dr. Levine, and with colleagues across the
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Federal Government and at state and local levels. Equally as important, I will work
in coordination with partners outside government: community organizations, busi-
nesses, faith leaders, doctors and nurses, and educators.

I would also welcome the chance to once again work hand in hand with congres-
sional leaders on both sides of the aisle as I was privileged to do in the past in ad-
dressing the opioid epidemic, the Zika virus, and other public health challenges.

I am particularly eager to work with our Nation’s great public health assets: the
United States Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, which has already helped
our Nation respond to Ebola, Zika, HIN1, and COVID-19 and which has the poten-
tial to be an even more robust and resilient force to protect our Nation’s health dur-
ing and between pandemics.

I know the challenges before us are daunting. But if confirmed, I will never forget
that at its essence, the role of the Surgeon General is that of a doctor—one charged
with serving every single American. I learned as a doctor to approach each patient
with both head and heart—science and compassion—recognizing that both have the
power to heal. I learned to respect the uniqueness of each patient, recognizing that
solutions must be tailored to each individual. And I learned to listen deeply to the
patient in front of me, to look beyond any labels, and to see that person in their
fullest humanity, knowing they were someone’s mother, father, grandparent, child,
sibling, or friend.

The most important job of a doctor is to help patients heal. And if confirmed, that
will be my mission as Surgeon General—to do whatever I can to help heal our com-
munities and our Nation.

Thank you for your consideration of my nomination, and I'm happy to take your
questions.

The CHAIR. Thank you very much, Dr. Murthy. And we will now
turn to Dr. Levine for your testimony.

STATEMENT OF RACHEL LELAND LEVINE, M.D., MIDDLETOWN,
PA

Dr. LEVINE. Madam Chair Murray, Ranking Member Burr, dis-
tinguished Members of the Committee, thank you for the oppor-
tunity to appear before you today.

The CHAIR. Could we make sure the mic is on? Thank you.

Dr. LEVINE. I am honored to be President Biden’s nominee to
serve as the Assistant Secretary for Health at the Department of
Health and Human Services. If I am fortunate enough to be con-
firmed, I look forward to working with Secretary-Designee Becerra,
Dr. Murthy, and with each of you in service to our country. At its
core, my career has been about helping people live healthy lives.
As the Assistant Secretary for Health, I would be committed each
day to helping the people of our Nation and improving our public
health. I am both humbled by the opportunity and ready for the
job. As you know well, we each come to public service in our own
unique way.

In my case, I was a physician for many years, specializing in pe-
diatrics and adolescent medicine and managing educational and de-
partmental responsibilities at a major academic hospital system.
Throughout my medical career, I have been particularly invested in
health issues that are at the intersection of physical and behavioral
health, and I brought that expertise to public health in addressing
substance use disorders. After receiving my education at Harvard
College and the Tulane University School of Medicine, I trained at
the Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York City. I practiced pe-
diatrics and adolescent medicine at Mt. Sinai and Lenox Hill Hos-
pitals. Then I moved to Pennsylvania and worked at the Penn
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State College of Medicine and the Penn State Hershey Medical
Center. At Penn State, I initiated a division of adolescent medicine
for the care of complex teens with medical and psychological prob-
lems, and in addition, I started the Penn State Hershey Eating
Disorders Program, which offers multidisciplinary treatment for
children, adolescents, and adults with eating disorders.

When I left Penn State Hershey in 2015, I was Professor of Pedi-
atrics and Psychiatry, Vice Chair of Pediatrics for Clinical Affairs,
and the Chief of the Division of Adolescent Medicine and Eating
Disorders. In 2015, I was named by Governor Tom Wolf to be the
Physician General for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and con-
firmed unanimously to the post by the state Senate. I was con-
firmed twice more on a bipartisan basis to be Secretary of Health.
In both roles, I concentrated on addressing the opioid misuse and
overdose crisis in our state, working in partnership with the Fed-
eral Department of Health and Human Services on these efforts.

We focused on opioid stewardship, meaning the safe, appropriate,
and responsible prescribing of opioids. We taught those practices to
the medical students. In addition, we developed continuing medical
education programs, we established prescribing guidelines, as well
as a robust prescription drug monitoring program as part of our ef-
forts. One of my most significant accomplishments as physician
general was signing the first ever statewide standing order for the
distribution of the lifesaving medicine naloxone. This enabled
emergency medical personnel to carry naloxone to reverse
overdoses as well as the public to readily access the medication,
saving thousands of lives as a result. As Secretary of Health
through the Pennsylvania Rural Health Model, we work to save
rural hospitals by transitioning them from fee for service to global
budget payments. This model aligns incentives for providers to de-
liver value based care and for rural hospitals to transform their
care to better meet community health needs.

In addition, we establish a maternal mortality review committee
to better understand and respond to the causes of maternal deaths.
And we worked to improve childhood immunization rates as well
as other priorities. Of course, our focus changed dramatically last
year, and COVID-19 became my most urgent and primary focus.
We concentrated on three key priorities to combat COVID-19 con-
tainment, with expansion of testing and contact tracing, mitigation
with masks and social distancing, and medical countermeasures
such as the distribution of medications such as monoclonal anti-
bodies and, of course, authorized vaccines. As part of these efforts,
we created a health equity task force, which included many com-
munity stakeholders, such as the Pittsburgh based Black Coalition
Against COVID-19 and the Latino Connection.

We also launched a faith based testing strategy where people
could get tested at their places of worship. There is still so much
more to do. If confirmed, I will continue focusing on these issues
at HHS to work to get the pandemic under control. I look forward
to driving efforts and oversight within the office of the Assistant
Secretary for Health that will bolster the health of our Nation. I
look forward to your consideration and I humbly ask for your sup-
port. And I look forward to your questions.

[The prepared statement of Dr. Levine follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF RACHEL L. LEVINE

Chair Murray, Ranking Member Burr, distinguished Members of the Committee.
Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today.

My name is Dr. Rachel Levine, and I am honored to be President Biden’s nominee
to serve as the Assistant Secretary for Health at the Department of Health and
Human Services.

If I am fortunate enough to be confirmed, I look forward to working with Sec-
retary-Designate Becerra, Dr. Murthy. And with each of you, in service to our coun-
try.

At its core, my career has been about helping people live healthy lives. As the
Assistant Secretary for Health, I would be committed every day to helping the peo-
ple of our Nation and improving our public health. I am both humbled by the oppor-
tunity, and ready for the job.

As you know well, we each come to public service in our own unique way. In my
case, I was a physician for many years specializing in pediatric and adolescent medi-
cine and managing educational and departmental responsibilities in a major aca-
demic hospital system.

Throughout my medical career I have been particularly invested in health issues
that are at the intersection of physical and behavioral health, and I brought that
expertise to public health in addressing substance use disorders.

After receiving my education at Harvard College and the Tulane University
School of Medicine, I trained at the Mt. Sinai Medical Center in New York City.

I practiced pediatrics and adolescent medicine at Mt. Sinai and Lenox Hill Hos-
pital before moving to Pennsylvania and working at the Penn State College of Medi-
cine and the Penn State Hershey Medical Center.

At Penn State, I initiated a Division of Adolescent Medicine for the care of com-
plex teens with medical and psychological problems. In addition, I started the Penn
State Hershey Eating Disorders Program, which offers multidisciplinary treatment
for children, adolescents, and adults with eating disorders such as anorexia nervosa
and bulimia nervosa.

When I left Penn State Hershey in 2015, I was Professor of Pediatrics and Psychi-
atry, Vice Chair of Pediatrics for Clinical Affairs, and Chief of the Division of Ado-
lescent Medicine and Eating Disorders.

In 2015, I was named by Governor Tom Wolf to be Physician General for Pennsyl-
vania and confirmed unanimously to the post by the State Senate. I was confirmed
twice more—on a bipartisan basis—to be Secretary of Health.

In both roles, I concentrated on addressing the opioid misuse and overdose crisis
in the state and worked in partnership with the Department of Health and Human
Services on these efforts. We focused on opioid stewardship—meaning the safe, ap-
propriate, and responsible prescribing of opioids—and teaching these practices to
medical students. Additionally, we developed continuing medical education pro-
grams training providers on the safe and judicious use of opioid medication and es-
tablished prescribing guidelines and a prescription drug monitoring program as part
of our efforts.

One of my most significant accomplishments as Physician General was signing
the first-ever statewide standing order for the distribution of the lifesaving medicine
naloxone. It enabled emergency medical personnel to carry naloxone on the job to
reverse overdoses and the public to readily access the medication, saving thousands
of lives as a result.

As Secretary of Health through the Pennsylvania Rural Health Model, we worked
to save rural hospitals by transitioning them from fee-for-service to global budget
payments. This model aligned incentives for providers to deliver value-based care
and for rural hospitals to transform their care to better meet community health
needs.

In addition, we also established a Maternal Mortality Review Committee to better
understand and respond to the causes of maternal deaths, and improve childhood
immunization rates, among other priorities.

Of course, our focus changed dramatically last year, and COVID-19 became my
urgent and primary focus.

We concentrated on three key priorities to combat COVID 19: Containment with
expansion of testing and contact tracing. Mitigation with masks and social
distancing. And medical countermeasures such as distribution of medications such
as monoclonal antibodies and, of course, authorized vaccines.



14

As part of these efforts, we created a Health Equity Taskforce, which included
many community stakeholders such as the Pittsburgh-based Black Coalition Against
COVID-19 and the Latino Connection. We also launched a faith-based testing strat-
egy where people could get tested at their places of worship.

There is still so much more to do.

If confirmed, I will continue focusing on these issues at HHS to get the pandemic
under control and look forward to driving efforts and oversight within the Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Health that will bolster the health of our Nation.

I thank you for your consideration and humbly ask for your support.
I look forward to your questions.

The CHAIR. Thank you very much to both of you. We will now
begin a round of five minute questions. And I do ask my colleagues
to please keep track of your clock and stay within those five min-
utes. I am happy to stay if any of you have additional questions
for a second round. The United States is in the midst of the worst
pandemic we have ever seen in over a century. And the previous
administration’s response to this pandemic was marked by the re-
jection of science, dissemination of misinformation, and the erosion
of trust in our scientific agencies. And as we mark over a half a
million people dead in this country, it goes without saying the toll
has been profound under President Biden’s leadership. We now
have a science-led, coordinated national response.

In the past months, we have already seen significant increases
in testing and tracing and vaccination, and we have seen down-
ward trends in the number of new cases, hospitalizations, and
deaths. But there is a lot of work ahead to keep families safe, get
everybody vaccinated, and fight misinformation with reliable public
health guarantees. And we need to address troubling reports about
people choosing not to get vaccinated by having trusted public
health experts and trusted partners communicating with the Amer-
ican public about these issues.

Dr. Murthy, one of the important roles of Surgeon General is
being a clear and prominent voice on the importance of science. If
confirmed to this role, how will you promote confidence in our sci-
entific agencies and in COVID-19 vaccines?

Dr. MurTHY. Well, thank you, Chair Murray, for that question.
I think it is absolutely—for sure, that the essential job of the Sur-
geon General has to be to communicate in a way that is driven by
science. And one of the great challenges during this past pandemic,
or that is ongoing, is that we have been responding to the virus
while we have also had to learn about the virus.

As our knowledge has changed, it hasn’t always been easy to
communicate clearly with the public about those changes. But my
goal, if I was confirmed to serve, Senator, would be number one,
to first and foremost work with the CDC, with the NIH, and other
scientific entities and Government to make sure we are clear on
what the science says, to go out to where people are and commu-
nicate that information clearly, including communicating why we
change our recommendations if we do make changes. But I think,
perhaps most importantly, Senator, I think public education actu-
ally starts not with speaking, but with listening.

I think that, I can say this for myself and perhaps, not in all the
roles that I have played, but I have learned far more by listening
to the people that I have sought to serve than I have by listening
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to textbooks—by reading textbooks. Understanding their concerns,
their needs, understanding how they interpret information can help
us do better as public servants and public educators. And that
would be the approach I would seek to take if I had the privilege
of serving.

The CHAIR. Okay. Thank you. Dr. Levine, in your role as Penn-
sylvania’s Secretary of Health, you worked closely with experts
throughout the state on your COVID-19 response. How will that
experience inform your efforts to work with state, local, and tribal
public health and community leaders if you are confirmed as As-
sistant Secretary for Health?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you so much for that question.
I certainly, if confirmed to this position, look forward to working
with the Administration, the CDC, Health and Human Services on
President Biden’s strategic response to the COVID-19 pandemic. I
feel that I have a unique perspective on the COVID-19 pandemic,
working as a state health official in Pennsylvania, in addition to
my work as the president of ASTO, the Association of State and
Territory Health Officials. I know firsthand the importance of the
collaboration and coordination between Federal public health offi-
cials, state public health officials, and local public health officials.
And if confirmed, I look forward to working with the Biden admin-
istration and others on coordinating our response.

The CHAIR. Thank you. The COVID-19 pandemic has really been
a painful reminder that deep health inequities remain entrenched
in our society, driven by structural racism, discrimination, and
bias. From the beginning, this pandemic has taken a dispropor-
tionate deadly toll on people of color, which is entirely unaccept-
able. In addition to centering equity in our COVID-19 response, we
have to commit ourselves to the hard work of building a more equi-
table health care system for all people, including families of color,
people from low income backgrounds, underserved areas, LGBTQ
people, people with disabilities and others that need to be able to
get high quality, affordable care.

I am out of time, but Dr. Murthy and Dr. Levine, I know that
is a priority we share, we have talked about, and I want you to
know I look forward to working together to make sure health eq-
uity is incorporated in the COVID-19 response and all of HHS’s
public health work. So thank you again for being here. I will have
more questions in the second round, but I will turn it over to Sen-
ator Burr for his questions.

Senator BURR. Thank you, Madam Chair. Dr. Levine, as I men-
tioned in my opening statement, your state continues to struggle
with COVID-19 response. How can you assure that the same chal-
lenges that Pennsylvania experienced in testing, nursing home
care, and now vaccinations will not occur when given the oppor-
tunity to serve in the public health policy area?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you for that question and the
opportunity to respond. In Pennsylvania, we did work to have a sci-
entific, evidence based response to COVID-19. There were signifi-
cant challenges because this is a novel coronavirus, and especially
in the spring, we had challenges with testing, we had challenges
with contact tracing, etc. We had a lack of personal protective
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equipment, as most other states did, that were impacted in the
spring.

I think that the Nation’s response has improved significantly and
under President Biden’s leadership and his strategic plan and task
force, if confirmed, I look forward to my role in the Nation’s re-
sponse. I look forward, as I mentioned, to collaborating with a
local, state, as well as Federal officials and working on that coordi-
nation and communication.

Senator BURR. Over the past few years, the National Institute of
Health has been investigating cases involving NIH supported re-
searchers who have failed to disclose support from foreign Govern-
ments and other entities, who have diverted intellectual property
through grant applications and other NIH funded projects, or who
have sought to influence or undermine the peer review process. The
Office of Assistant Secretary for Health oversees the Office of Re-
search Integrity. If confirmed, how will you seek to address at-
tempts by foreign Governments to influence U.S. funded research?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you for that question. If I am
fortunate enough to be confirmed as the Assistant Secretary of
Health and oversee, as you mentioned, the Office of Research In-
tegrity, I certainly commit to working with you, to working with
Congress, with other experts at Health and Human Services and
NIH to make sure that research standards are of the highest qual-
ity and that there is no interference in research in the United
States.

Senator BURR. Dr. Murthy, vaccine hesitancy is not limited to
COVID. The 2019 measles outbreak, there were 182 cases reported
in 31 states, and it shows the vaccine hesitancy is a growing prob-
lem for other conditions as well. Given your previous participation
in politics and controversial policy debates, will you be able to ef-
fectively communicate the safety and efficacy of vaccines to those
Americans who may not agree with your policy or your political
views?

Dr. MURTHY. Thank you, Senator, for that question. Senator, I
approach issues like vaccines and all public health issues, first and
foremost, as a doctor. I was taught in medical school that it doesn’t
matter what someone’s background is, doesn’t matter what their
race and ethnicity is, doesn’t matter certainly what their political
affiliation is, each person is a human life that has unique value,
and we have to treat them with dignity and respect. And that is
how I approached my job when I had the privilege of serving last
time, Senator. With regard to the measles outbreak, my approach
then in talking about vaccines was to start by listening to what
people’s concerns were, not to demonize them or castigate them for
their stance, but rather to understand what their concerns are.

Second is to bring the best of science so that people can under-
stand what the data actually tells us about these vaccines, what we
know, but also to be honest about what we don’t know. And last,
sir, I believe it is important also to recognize that the Surgeon Gen-
eral is an important messenger, but not just directly in speaking
to the American people, but in engaging with partners, in mobi-
lizing trusted voices, including faith leaders and doctors and nurses
in local communities.
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That convening role is also important as Surgeon General. It is
what I used certainly when I was building a national opioid cam-
paign to work on changing prescribing practices. That approach to
partnerships is what I would incorporate if I was working on a vac-
cine hesitancy strategy today.

Senator BURR. I am curious. Throughout the last year, the Sur-
geon General frequently communicated with the American people
the best ways to keep families safe and healthy during a difficult
time. How do you think the role of Surgeon General differs today
from when you previously held that role?

Dr. MUrTHY. Well, Senator, that is a great question. And I think
it is especially important because I think the country is evolving
and it 1s changing, and people’s needs are evolving. And the Sur-
geon General’s role has to evolve accordingly. You know, when I
was there some things that are similar to when I served last time,
some things that are different, I think, we have ongoing concerns
around vaccine hesitancy, but I think that they are more complex
and nuanced now than they were pre-pandemic. I think that the
fragmentation in how people get their information is even greater
now than it was seven years ago, with people not just getting their
information from a couple of sources or a couple of social media
platforms but getting it for a wide variety of sources.

To me, that increases the importance of us engaging with local
partners who can speak to and access people where they are, as op-
posed to solely trying to, as individuals in Government, get on a
few platforms or news, sources and assume that we are going to
reach everyone. So that partnership strategy, the convening role of
this Surgeon General, I think is even more important now than it
was when I served in the last time.

Senator BURR. Thank you for that. Thank you, Chair Murray.

The CHAIR. Thank you, Senator Burr.

Senator Casey.

Senator CASEY. Madam Chair, I thank you very much. I have a
question for Dr. Levine and one for Dr. Murthy. I will start with
Dr. Levine. Two issues relating to children. One is the mental
health and the other is child abuse. One in five children, before the
pandemic, suffered from mental health issues, and rates of anxiety
and depression have doubled since the pandemic. It is hard to com-
prehend the scale of that. In fact, mental health issues now account
for 30 percent of emergency room visits for high school and middle
school students, 30 percent of emergency room visits, over half of
young adults’ report symptoms of anxiety and depression. That is
mental health.

Then we go to the horror, the American scourge of child abuse,
frankly, that neither party has done enough to combat. Child abuse
is on the rise. We know that. And yet without the contact provided
through in-person school, many more cases are going undetected.
With all of these terrible stressors that are burdening our children,
it is more important than ever that we focus on children’s health
and behavioral health needs. Dr. Levine, given the depth of your
experience in addressing quality and access to mental health serv-
ices, can we be assured that these issues will be a priority for you
if you are confirmed to this position at HHS?
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Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you very much for this ques-
tion. And I would like to thank you so much, you and your staff,
for all of your work on these very important issues. I am a pediatri-
cian in my original field, and I still have a pediatrician’s love for
children and adolescents. And we will do everything possible to
work for the betterment of children and adolescents in our country.
Mental health, as I mentioned in my opening statements, has been
really—that intersection between medical issues and mental health
issues has been really one of the basis of my career, and I look for-
ward to bringing that experience that I have in academic medicine
and at the Penn State Department, the Pennsylvania Department
of Health, to my role if I am confirmed as the Assistant Secretary
of Health. And I would very much like to look forward to working
with you and your office and your staff, since I know that you have
done a lot of work in this area.

Senator CASEY. Dr. Levine, thank you. Dr. Murthy, I have a
question for you. Based upon your work combating vaccine hesi-
tancy and the culture of prevention you have often spoken up to
reduce the burden of preventable illnesses related to diet or exer-
cise or isolation or vaccine preventable disease. To your credit, you
have worked with others on these goals, reaching out to employers,
faith based leaders, even partnering as Chair Murray mentioned,
with Elmo and Sesame Street to better reach families.

When you co-chaired the coronavirus advisory team, you collabo-
rated with Dr. Marcella Nunez-Smith, who 1s now leading the
COVID-19 Equity Task Force, working to reduce disparities re-
lated to the pandemic and assure equitable allocation of resources,
including the vaccine. We are now fortunate enough to see a light
at the end of this terrible dark tunnel we have been in. The vac-
cines are helping us prevent disease and death. If we have all the
information we need and trust so that more of us will make the de-
cision to take the vaccine when it is our turn, if that happens in
greater numbers, we will all be in better shape.

As Surgeon General, how will you use your leadership and the
full force of the public health service to address this issue of vac-
cine hesitancy so the people of our country can establish the trust
they need to take the vaccine?

Dr. MURTHY. Well, Senator, I thank you for raising this impor-
tant issue. You know, I think we have seen concerning rates of vac-
cine hesitancy when it comes to the COVID-19 vaccine, and what
I would seek to do if I had the privilege of serving is number one,
seek to understand directly by listening to people, by showing up
where they are, what is driving their concerns. And it is different.
I think we can’t assume that the same issues are concerns for ev-
eryone. We can’t assume there is also one size fits all solution to
vaccine hesitancy. We have got to understand what people’s con-
cerns are and then we have to bring the best of science to address
those questions the best we can.

But, Senator, I also think that we have got to do this in partner-
ship with local communities. I learned from my past experience as
Surgeon General that one has to approach the task of communica-
tion with humility, recognizing there is a lot we do not understand
and that people on the ground, faith leaders and educators and
doctors and nurses, often know far more about what their commu-
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nities need and what their concerns are. So we have got to listen
with them, work with them. And together, I do believe that we can
help reduce rates of vaccine hesitancy.

Senator CASEY. Thank you. Thank you, Chair Murray.

The CHAIR. Thank you very much.

Senator Paul.

Senator PAUL. Genital mutilation has been nearly universally
condemned. Genital mutilation has been condemned by the WHO,
the United Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations Popu-
lation Fund. According to the WHO, genital mutilation is recog-
nized internationally as a violation of human rights. Genital muti-
lation is considered particularly egregious because, as the WHO
notes, it is nearly always carried out on minors and is a violation
of the rights of children. Most genital mutilation is not typically
performed by force, but as WHO notes that by social convention,
social norm, the social pressure to conform, to do what others do
and have been doing as well as the need to be accepted socially and
the fear of being rejected by the community.

American culture is now normalizing the idea that minors can be
given hormones to prevent their biological development of their sec-
ondary sexual characteristics. Dr. Levine, you have supported both
allowing minors to be given hormone blockers to prevent them from
going through puberty, as well as surgical destruction of a minor’s
genitalia. Like surgical mutilation, hormonal interruption of pu-
berty can permanently alter and prevent secondary sexual charac-
teristics.

The American College of Pediatricians reports that 80 to 95 per-
cent of prepubescent children with gender dysphoria will experi-
ence resolution by late adolescence if not exposed to medical inter-
vention and social affirmation. Dr. Levine, do you believe that mi-
nors are capable of making such a life changing decision as chang-
ing one’s sex?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you for your interest in this
question. Transgender medicine is a very complex and nuanced
field with robust research and standards of care that have been de-
veloped. And if I am fortunate enough to be confirmed as the As-
sistant Secretary of Health, I look forward to working with you and
your office and coming to your office and discussing the particulars
of the standards of care for transgenderism.

Senator PAUL. The specific question was about minors. Let’s be
a little more specific since you evaded the question. Do you support
the Government intervening to override the parent’s consent to
give a child puberty blockers, cross sex hormones and, or amputa-
tion surgery of breasts and genitalia? You have said that you are
willing to accelerate the protocols for street kids. I am alarmed that
poor kids with no parents who are homeless and distraught, you
would just go through this and allow that to happen to a minor.

I would hope that you would have compassion for Kira Bell, who
is a 23 year old girl who was confused with her identity. At 14, she
read on the Internet about something about transsexuals. She
thought, well, maybe that’s what I am. She ended up getting these
puberty blockers, cross-sex hormones. She had her breasts ampu-
tated. But here is what ultimately she says now. And this is a very
insightful decision from someone who made a mistake but was led
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to believe this was a good thing by the medical community. “I made
a brash decision as a teenager, as a lot of teenagers do, trying to
find confidence and happiness, except now the rest of my life will
be negatively affected,” she said, adding that the medicalized gen-
der transitioning was a very temporary, superficial fix for a very
complex identity issue.

What I am alarmed at is that you are not willing to say abso-
lutely, minors shouldn’t be making decisions to amputate their
breast or to amputate their genitalia. For most of our history, we
have believed that minors don’t have full rights and the parents
need to be involved. So I am alarmed that you won’t say with cer-
tainty that minors should not have the ability to make the decision
to take hormones that will affect them for the rest of their life. Will
you make a more firm decision on whether or not minors should
be involved in these decisions?

Dr. LEVINE. Senator, transgender medicine is a very complex and
nuanced field. And if confirmed to the position of Assistant Sec-
retary of Health, I would certainly be pleased to come to your office
and talk with you and your staff about the standards of care and
the complexity of this field.

Senator PAUL. Let it go into the record that the witness refused
to answer the question. The question is a very specific one. Should
minors be making these momentous decisions? For most of the his-
tory of medicine, we wouldn’t let you have a cut sewn up in the
E.R., but you are willing to let a minor take things that prevent
their puberty and you think they get that back? You give a woman
testosterone enough that she grows a beard, you think she is going
to go back looking like the woman you stopped with testosterone?
You have permanently changed them. Infertility is another prob-
lem. None of these drugs have been approved for this. They are all
being used off label.

I find it ironic that the left that went nuts over a
hydroxychloroquine being used possibly for COVID are not alarmed
that these hormones are being used off label. There is no long term
studies. We don’t know what happens to them. We do know that
there are dozens and dozens of people have been through this who
regret this happened, and a permanent change happened to them,
and, if you have ever been around children, 14 year olds can’t make
this decision. In the gender dysphoria clinic in England, 10 percent
of the kids are between the ages of 3 and 10.

We should be outraged that someone is talking to a 3-year old
about changing their sex. I can’t vote for you if you can’t make a
decision on this.

The CHAIR. Thank you so much, Senator Paul. Dr. Levine, thank
you for answering the question.

I will turn to Senator Baldwin.

Senator BALDWIN. Thank you, Chair Murray, and I want to wel-
come Dr. Murthy and Dr. Levine to the HELP Committee. It is
good to see both of you again. I want to turn our attention, perhaps
not turn our attention, sort of been speaking about this already,
but to the issue of health disparities, which I know both of you
have worked on, worked to address throughout your careers. Back
when I served in the House of Representatives on the Energy and
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Commerce Committee, we had a series of hearings on health dis-
parities.

These hearings were shocking and perhaps part of the early
stages of us as a Congress trying to tackle health disparities that
exist. And I am recalling in multiple hearings where we would
have a panel of expert witnesses talking about the health dispari-
ties that exist, talking about possible ways to diminish these dis-
parities. And I would often ask this panel of Government experts
or academic experts, what can you tell me about health disparities
affecting the LGBTQ community? And the response I would often
get is stammering and muttering, and we will have to get back to.

The Institute of Medicine ultimately did a very profound study
on gaps in knowledge and a set of recommendations to how to close
these gaps in our knowledge about health disparities impacting the
LGBTQ community. Dr. Levine, based on your experience as a
state health official, what should the Federal Government do to
support state and other efforts to better prioritize and address the
health needs of people in the LGBTQ community?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator Baldwin, thank you so much for your
question and thank you so much for your work on this issue.
Health equity is a critical aspect of our approach to COVID-19 and
really to all health issues. COVID-19 has certainly shown us the
challenge in healthcare disparities that we see in our Nation, and
that would include the LGBTQ community. In Pennsylvania, we
have had an annual LGBTQ health assessment which has given us
very important data about the community.

In addition, we are the only state that is collecting sexual ori-
entation and gender identity data in terms of COVID-19 testing.
And I think this brings up the point of the importance of data. It
is critically important that we include questions about sexual ori-
entation and gender identity in our data collection. That would in-
clude many studies done by Health and Human Services and the
CDC. And I think that as we get more data, then we understand
more about these health disparities and then we can develop the
appropriate policies in order to address them.

Senator BALDWIN. I really appreciate that. I want to pivot to the
opioid and substance use disorder epidemic. It is certainly one of
my top priorities and it is also a top priority for many Members
of this Committee on both sides of the aisle. Unfortunately, the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated challenges in our re-
sponse.

I am deeply concerned about reports of—well, reports of data of
increased overdoses and other harmful effects of this crisis. This is
to both Dr. Levine and Dr. Murthy. As Surgeon General and As-
sistant Secretary for Health, what would you prioritize in our re-
sponse to the opioid and substance use disorders epidemic, includ-
ing to make up for lost time, lost ground over the past year?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you for this question. It is very,
very important. The Opioid Crisis has been with us for a number
of years, and it has worsened, as you mentioned, during the
COVID-19 pandemic. In Pennsylvania, as Physician General and
Secretary of Health, I concentrated on this. We worked on preven-
tion, on rescue with naloxone, and an expansion of treatment, par-
ticularly medication assisted treatment. If confirmed, I look for-
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ward to working with Dr. Murthy and SAMHSA and other experts
on making sure that we fully address the Opioid Crisis.

Senator BALDWIN. Dr. Murthy.

Dr. MURTHY. Thank you, Senator, for that question. The issue of
opioids and the Opioid Crisis is certainly near and dear to my
heart. It is an issue that I focused a significant amount of attention
on when I was Surgeon General last time. And as a clinician, as
a doctor, I cared for many patients in Massachusetts and in neigh-
boring states, including New Hampshire and Maine and Rhode Is-
land, who struggle with issues related to opioids. You know, I think
in the 2016 report that I issued on an alcohol, drugs, and health,
I had laid out a number of steps we can take as a country not only
to address opioids, but the larger crisis of addiction. But I still feel
that there is important work we have to do, given exactly what you
said, that overdose deaths have not gone down, in fact they have
gone up, especially over the last year.

I think we still have more we can do to expand access to
naloxone. We still can take steps to expand access to treatment, not
only making medication assisted treatment more available by inte-
grating it into primary care, but by making it easier also for clini-
cians to prescribe to their patients when they feel it is needed. But
I also, Senator, feel that we can do more to invest in prevention.

We detailed in the 2016 report a number of programs, including
school based programs that provide an extraordinary return on in-
vestment in terms of reduce healthcare costs, economic losses, and
criminal justice costs with relatively modest upfront investments.
I think a lot of those programs are still not well known. They are
certainly under invested. But these are places where I think a little
investment can go a long way and can ultimately help save lives.

Senator BALDWIN. Okay. Thank you very much.

The CHAIR. Thank you, Senator Baldwin.

Senator Collins.

Senator COLLINS. Thank you, Madam Chair. Dr. Levine, we had
a very good discussion prior to this hearing covering a host of
issues ranging from COVID in nursing homes to the need to get
children back to school, to the opiate crisis that Senator Baldwin
just touched on. I want to follow-up on two of those issues with
you. And I want to read to you a statement that was made in an
Op-ed that appeared recently in The Washington Post by some
public health experts. They said, “at some point we have to recog-
nize the consequences of keeping millions out of school for a year
and treat this like the national emergency that it is.”

I could not agree more with that statement. About half of the K
through 12 students are out of school even as we meet today. Stud-
ies are showing that low income children in particular are falling
behind academically. We have seen an increase in suicides and
mental health problems due to isolation. Social development is
being set back. There are very real consequences of children not
being in schools, not to mention the extraordinary stress it is plac-
ing on many parents. In this Op-ed, public health experts sug-
gested that three feet of distancing from student to student while
keeping adults six feet from everyone else would be sufficient to
allow many classrooms to reopen.
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Similarly, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and I know you
are a fellow of the academy, has said that, “schools should weigh
the benefits of strict adherence to the six feet spacing rule with the
potential downside if remote learning is the only alternative.” I
would like to ask you very specifically what you will do to help us
get our children back to school and whether you think that there
are ways to safely accommodate, including looking at this rec-
ommendation for only three feet of spacing, which is a major obsta-
cle now.

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you very much for your ques-
tion. And I very much enjoyed our conversation the other day about
this and other issues. I think everyone agrees and certainly as a
pediatrician is that we need to do everything we possibly can to
have children safely go back into the classroom and that it is very,
very important. A number of weeks ago, the CDC did put out guid-
ance regarding schools. And of course, this is a local issue. In Penn-
sylvania, of course, we have local control. So as the Pennsylvania
Department of Health, we had put out guidelines, but it ultimately
was the decision of the superintendents and school boards about
whether their learning would be remote, hybrid, or in person.

But I have had the opportunity to read the articles that you men-
tioned and review the American Academy of Pediatrics statements
and I found them very interesting. And if I am fortunate enough
to be confirmed to this position, I would very much like to work
with others at Health and Human Services, to work with Dr.
Walensky at the CDC and look really closely at this issue.

Senator COLLINS. Thank you. Because there are a diversity of
views of how we can safely open schools and we are really seeing
the downside of not having them open. We also talked about
COVID in nursing homes. And you assured me that Pennsylvania
did not do what New York did, that it accurately reported. How-
ever, I am told that in September 2020, Spotlight Pennsylvania re-
ported issues with inadequate disclosure of cases and deaths in
nursing homes. For example, some facilities were consistently list-
ed as having no data in the weekly state reports. Yet at least one
provider, which operates five facilities, said that they did respond
with information. Do you still stand behind your statement to me
that the data were accurately reported?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you for that question and the
opportunity to clarify this issue. I do stand behind my statement.
Pennsylvania was always completely transparent in terms of our
data, in terms of COVID-19 deaths in nursing homes as we were
in and other data that we reported. What you do have to under-
stand is that there is a lag time from the time that a tragic death
would occur to the time that it hits our electronic death reporting
system and then we would report that death. And that lag time can
be sometimes days, but sometimes weeks. And so a nursing home
might have had a death, but it wouldn’t have hit our system for
several weeks later and then it be recorded in terms of our data.
So that lag time explains the Spotlight PA report.

Senator COLLINS. Thank you.

The CHAIR. Thank you very much, Senator Collins.

We will turn to Senator Kaine.
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Senator KAINE. Thank you, Madam Chair and Ranking Member.
And to our nominees, congratulations on your nominations. You
know, I think I will just start here. I think the U.S. response to
COVID-19 will go down in history as the worst failure of domestic
governance in the history of the United States. And I feel very
emotional. As I say those words—there have been some failures in
the U.S. on foreign policy issues that have been notable ones. But
in the sense of domestic governance, I cannot think of a worse one.
This is now the third most deadly event in the history of the
United States, just a single event.

Spanish Flu, 675,000 Americans died. Civil war, 620,000 Ameri-
cans died over the course of the war. We are now north of 500,000
and climbing. More deaths than the entire WWII, for example. So
many of these deaths were unnecessary if you measured the United
States against the experience of other nations and set aside nations
that are communist nations, that have a command and control over
citizens that a democracy doesn’t, but just use democratic nations,
our peers in the OECD or in the G7 and look at their experiences.

If you just wanted to average them together and say if we had
done what they had done, hundreds of thousands of fewer deaths
in the last couple of days, Dr. Fauci said that no nation handled
this worse than us. And we are a Nation with the best health care
institutions in the world, the best health care providers in the
world, an industrial base that, when pressed under warp speed, did
an amazing and miraculous job of producing a vaccine, vaccines,
multiple vaccines that work. We have had health care providers on
the front lines who have just been unbelievably heroic. We have got
Virginia Guardsmen and women and guardsmen and women from
other states who are out doing the testing and then out again doing
food bank distribution. And they are out right now doing vaccina-
tions. So many people to be proud of.

But how did a Nation like this, how did a Nation like the United
States find ourselves in a position where we have led the world in
deaths at such an untold scale? It really just started—in my way
of thinking, there were a whole lot of things that caused it. But it
started with the big lie perpetrating that this was going to go
away, that it wasn’t anything we needed to worry about. We have
learned that a president with a microphone has the loudest voice
in the world and that voice can be used for good or evil. But the
big lie that was perpetrated at the beginning of this, together with
other errors, like the CDC mistakenly deciding not to use the test
protocol and then developing a faulty protocol on their own that
had to be scrapped.

Did this put us in this horrible situation? I am very emotional
about this. I know nine people that have died of COVID. Last time
I checked, the Nation of Taiwan only had nine deaths. The entire
nation right across a narrow strait of water from China where the
virus originated. I think if we are not willing to sort of acknowl-
edge that, look in the mirror, then we are not going to be prepared
for the next one. And one of the things that I am excited about,
both of you, your nominations, is you have a track record that can
help us prepare for the next one. I have colleagues who are very
focused on trying to do a 9/11 commission to analyze the events
that happened here on January 6th. We need a commission that
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will analyze why the U.S. got the pandemic wrong. That is much
more important. Senator Collins, you and Senator Menendez had
a bipartisan bill to do that, which should be a pressing need for us
to analyze what went wrong in the pandemic, because there will
be another one.

When there is another one, we have to show that we are wiser
and able to deal with it, Dr. Levine, I want to ask you a particular
question. I was a little worried at the beginning of the Biden roll-
out of sort of a COVID response team that I didn’t see enough peo-
ple who I thought had state level experience. As a former mayor
and Governor, I love doctors. I love academics. I love, people at
think tanks. I love the brainiacs, but I really love the implementors
because what happens in a situation like this is everything we do
has to survive the reality test of being able to be implemented at
a state level or in a city.

Talk about your state level experience and what that does in
terms of adding to the team so that we can both fight our way out
of COVID, but then ensure that the Nation never falls down so
badly on a job as we have in the last year.

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you very much for that ques-
tion. Thank you for your passion about this subject and for public
health. COVID-19 certainly has been the biggest public health cri-
sis that the country has seen in 102 years. And it has taken an
enormous toll on our country and with over 500,000 deaths. Each
death is a tragedy, as you have been pointing out.

I think that this pandemic has shown the importance of public
health like nothing else possibly could, and that would include local
public health, state public health, and Federal public health, and
most importantly, the collaboration and coordination between all
different aspects of public health.

You are correct, as the Secretary of Health in Pennsylvania,
under the Governor’s leadership, I lead Pennsylvania’s response in
containment and mitigation and then distribution of medical coun-
termeasures, such as medications, remdesivir, monoclonal anti-
bodies, and the vaccine. If confirmed to this position, I would very
much like to take that experience in operationalizing the Federal
initiatives and the Federal guidelines and strategy really at the
state and local level. And I hope to make my contribution that way.

Senator KAINE. I am over my time. Thank you for indulging this,
Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr.

The CHAIR. Thank you.

We will turn it over to Senator Cassidy.

Senator CAsSIDY. Thank you. Doctors Levine and Murthy. I could
ask either of you my questions, but I will start with you, Dr.
Murthy. Dr. Murthy, health equity is something that we must all
be concerned about. I spent 25 years caring for patients in a public
hospital for the poor and uninsured and so that, as you might
guess, particularly means something to me. That said, when I hear
some people speak about it, it sounds as if it is something to stoke
resentment, as if any health inequity must reflect injustice.

Now, we are all, all three of us are physicians and so I just want
to explore this because I think it is important. Are there biologic
or scientific reasons that make somebody more susceptible to dying
if they contracted the virus? And of course, there are. The older
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someone is when they get it, the more likely they die, up to if you
are over 85, you really have a high death rate. But Dr. Murthy,
could you suggest some of the other comorbidities, medical condi-
tion, that if they are present, can be associated with increased mor-
bidity, mortality from COVID infection?

Dr. MURTHY. Well, Senator Cassidy, thank you for that question
and it is good to see you today. I enjoyed our conversation a few
weeks ago. You know, I think you are right that the origins of the
disparities that we see in health are complicated, and with COVID
in particular, why some communities are experiencing worse out-
comes than others. Some of that we understand but we have—we
are still learning about that. It is a complex product, I believe, of
the environment, of biology, of preexisting structural inequities in
our system, which make it harder for

Senator CASSIDY. Specifically though, what are some—I have
limited time, specifically what are some of the medical
comorbidities associated with worse worst outcomes? Because we
don’t make the diagnosis. We are docs. If we don’t make a diag-
nosis, we are doomed to fail in terms of the treatment. And so I
guess I am just exploring if you have thought about this, which I
am sure you have, but could you be a little bit more pointed to an-
swer my question?

Dr. MURTHY. Sure, Senator. Well, fortunately the CDC has noted
a number of conditions that do increase the risk of poor outcomes
with COVID. Obesity is one of them. Cardiac disease is another.
We know that some preexisting lung conditions as well can do the
same. We know diabetes

Senator CAsSIDY. Can I ask you—thank you, and again, sorry, I
just have limited time?

Dr. MurTHY. That is Okay.

Senator CASSIDY. Are these medical conditions generally distrib-
uted through the population or are they more likely to occur in
some groups of Americans as opposed to other groups? However
you define that, socioeconomic or, however.

Dr. MURTHY. Sure, yes, they are not evenly distributed, Senator.
They are disproportionately distributed in the population.

Senator CAsSIDY. If such a group that which has a dispropor-
tionate representation of such a comorbidity has worse outcomes,
that is important to know, because if all we do is assume it is in-
justice and there may just be an increased prevalence of obesity,
then our diagnosis is flawed, maybe partially, maybe partially true
in one instance, but not true in the other. To the degree that it is
not true would negatively affect our ability to effectively address.
Is that a fair statement?

Dr. MURTHY. Senator, I think you are correct that we have to
look clearly at the data and understand what it is telling us. And
I think that this is where I think science has to lead us as we make
the diagnosis, as you put it, and also as we formulate solutions for
how to address the disparate outcomes that we see.

Senator CAsSIDY. I agree with that. And so if we are going to
talk about health inequities, it is important not to just stoke re-
sentment, but to acknowledge that there is a biologic basis for why
some do worse than others, for example some people are older, and
then recognize that frankly, as however we can’t address it, obvi-
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ously we can’t affect age, I wish we could, in order to have the ap-
propriate treatment. So let me ask you—let me ask you both. I will
ask this to Dr. Levine.

If obesity is a major risk factor for heart disease, diabetes, hyper-
tension, gallstone disease, many of what I just listed is associated
with the worst outcome, is it fair to say the Federal Government
should be doing more to address the epidemic of obesity?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you for that question and
bringing up the issue of health equity and health disparities. In
terms of your specific question, we certainly need to concentrate on
the prevention and treatment of obesity and as a pediatrician, par-
ticularly childhood obesity. But I also think that when looking at
COVID-19 healthcare disparities, that we have to look also at the
social determinants of health, which are critically important in
terms of influencing health outcomes from COVID and many other
conditions.

Senator CAsSsIDY. I agree with that. We do need to look at social
determinants of health. If we look at somebody and we control for
social determinants, but nonetheless, they were obese, that hyper-
tension and diabetes, do we think—are you telling me that the so-
cial determinants would overwhelm those medical risk factors, or
do you think that the medical risk factors would be more important
in determining somebody’s outcome?

Dr. LEVINE. I think all of those factors would be important.

Senator CAsSsSIDY. Yes, but that is not what I am asking Dr. Le-
vine. I am asking to rank them, please. And I don’t mean to be
rude, but I am out of time and I am about to get called down. How
would you rank them?

Dr. LEVINE. I don’t think it is possible to rank them, sir. I think
that they are all involved.

Senator CAsSIDY. I yield back. Thank you, Dr. Levine. I yield
back. Thank you.

The CHAIR. Thank you, Senator Cassidy. Before I turn it over to
Senator Murphy, I do want to say Dr. Levine, I want to say I ap-
preciated your thoughtful and medically informed response to Sen-
ator Paul’s questions earlier in the hearing. It is really critical to
me that our nominees be treated with respect and that our ques-
tions focus on their qualifications and the work ahead of us rather
than on ideological and harmful misrepresentations like those we
heard from Senator Paul earlier. And I will focus on that as Chair
of this Committee. So thank you again for your response. And with
that, I will turn it over to Senator Murphy.

Senator MURPHY. Thank you very much, Madam Chair. Let me
associate myself with your remarks. Thank you for the way in
which you handled those questions. Really looking forward to work-
ing with you, Dr. Levine. Have two sets of questions for both of
you. One for each, excuse me. Dr. Murthy, I wanted to talk once
again about this issue of vaccine distribution. I know there was
some conversation about vaccine hesitancy earlier.

I convened a conversation in Connecticut last week to talk about
vaccine equity, and I received a significant amount of pushback
from the folks around the table when this conversation came up
about hesitancy. Many of them felt like that was an effort to blame
communities of color for a problem that has, I think, potentially
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been created through the design of how we have administered the
vaccine. When you create a sort of first come, first serve vaccine
system, you disadvantage those who work two or three jobs, who
have trouble taking a day off work in order to make the one ap-
pointment that is available.

I heard a lot about just the lack of information that when you
don’t listen to people about where they get information, that you
end up with broad sectors of the population, especially those maybe
who don’t have English as the first language, not having basic in-
formation about when the vaccine is available. And so when we
have this conversation about equitable distribution of vaccines, I
want to make sure that we are building systems that meet people
where they are, rather than just looking at these numbers.

Where in Connecticut we have incredibly low rates of African-
Americans and Latinos who are taking up the vaccine and say, oh,
that’s because, those populations don’t want it or we have to con-
vince them why it is important, a lot of it, I think, is that the de-
sign just makes it harder for communities of color, low income com-
muni‘i?:ies to be able to access it. How do you respond to that cri-
tique?

Dr. MurTHY. Well, Senator, it is good to see you and thank you
for that question. Look, I think that you are highlighting a critical
issue here, which is a vaccine hesitancy is complex and not solely
experienced by members of racial minority groups. But there are
many groups in society right now that at some level are concerned
about vaccines. And we have to recognize that and understand that
their reasons for hesitancy are different because that will inform
our response. But the distribution, you are right, the disparities we
often see with vaccine distribution are often related to preexisting
structural challenges that we have, one of them being a lack of ac-
cess to health care that many people unfortunately face.

If we want to, not only with COVID, but with future potential
pandemics, have a system that can respond well, we have got to
ensure that we have community health centers that can actually
distribute this vaccine. And this is why these are such a powerful
part of our health care apparatus. We have got to be able to quick-
ly stand up mobile units to bring the vaccine to where people are.
And we also have to ensure that we are establishing community
vaccination centers strategically in locations where typically it is
hard for people to access these vaccines.

Senator MURPHY. Thank you. Appreciate that. I think so much
of our conversation on the subject is around this question of hesi-
tancy is an important one. But we have to be talking about systems
as well. Dr. Levine, I and a group of my colleagues have been push-
ing really hard to have specific money set aside in the COVID
package for summer programing. And summer programing for kids
that is centered on their emotional well-being. As a parent of two
school age kids in the public school system, neither of which have
set a foot inside their school, have been doing full distance learning
for the last year, I really worry about our kids’ emotional health.

I know we have talked about that already today. We have seen
suicide rates increase, emergency visits skyrocket. And this sum-
mer I really think we have got to work on emotionally resetting
kids, getting them reconnected to their peers. They are ready to
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learn. You know, this is your field of specialty. What is your sort
of broad sense of what kids need right now? Where should our
focus be on making sure that kids are emotionally healthy once
schools sort of fully reopen and get back to normal in the fall?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you for this question. I particu-
larly enjoyed our discussion about this a number of days ago. Cer-
tainly, the mental health needs of children in our country right
now are at the forefront. Pediatric and adolescent mental health
has been part of my career in academic medicine and at the Penn-
sylvania Department of Health, and I think COVID-19 has cer-
tainly exacerbated those mental health issues and mental health
needs. I was really quite taken by your idea in terms of summer
programing. And if I am fortunate enough to be confirmed to this
position, I would very much look forward to meeting with you
again and your staff and working on this issue and see what we
can do to actualize it.

Senator MURPHY. Right. Well, thank you very much. Thanks to
both of you for your willingness to continue your service to the
country. Thank you, Madam Chair.

The CHAIR. Thank you.

I believe that Senator Marshall is next on the Republican side.

Senator MARSHALL. Alright, thank you, gentlemen. Appreciate
the time. Welcome, Dr. Murthy. Good to see you again, Dr. Levine.
Good to meet you in person as well. Appreciate your time with the
doc caucus four years ago and hope you will come back and visit
us. My question, and I will let you both answer it. You know, we
talk about the goal of the current administration is 100 million vac-
cines in 100 days today.

Today we have already got 85 million vaccinations out the door.
We should be able to be doing 2 or 3 million vaccinations a day.
We have the infrastructure, as you all know, to do 3 million flu
vaccines per day. And I am trying to get how you both think be-
cause you are going to be offering advice and goals. And is it fea-
sible? But I would think that we could do 3 million vaccinations a
day in March, get us up to 150 million people vaccinated by the
end of March. I think 25, 50 percent of people have had the vac-
cine, or have had the virus already.

My theory is we could have herd immunity by April or May. Is
that possible? Is that feasible? What type of advice would you be
offering to the president and the team that is working on this, and
maybe like a 30 second answer? Dr. Murthy, what is your advice
as potential Surgeon General?

Dr. MurTHY. Well, thank you, Senator. It is good to see you
again as well. I love the spirit of what you are asking, which is how
can we think bigger? How can we do better? How can we move
faster? And what I would seek to do if I were serving as Surgeon
General, sir, is work with the Administration to understand how
we can expand capacity for distribution. One of the reasons we
have the ability to distribute so much flu vaccine is we have en-
gaged primary care providers in that network. And if we got more
of our fellow physicians engaged in their offices and distribu-
tion

Senator MARSHALL. Why are we reinventing the wheel? Let’s just
hit the backbone of the vaccinations, our doctors’ offices, commu-
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nity health departments, and pharmacies, right. Why do we need
to reinvent the wheel? Let’s get the vaccines in their hands.

Dr. MURTHY. Yes, so I think we can get more vaccines into phar-
macies. I think we, especially with the Johnson and Johnson vac-
cine potentially coming on, that would be easier to store for clini-
cians and their offices and ultimately get into patients’ arms.

Senator MARSHALL. Dr. Levine, any thoughts? Your advice?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you for that question. I mean,
certainly we need to do everything we can to ramp up the vaccina-
tion program as much as possible. And I think the president has
an excellent strategy, an excellent vaccine program to be able to ac-
complish that. They are having vaccines go to pharmacies through
the vaccine program as well as to federally qualified health centers,
as well as vaccine clinics.

But we do need to make sure that we get vaccines into arms. We
also need to take into account the health equity issues that we
were discussing before to make sure that we target vulnerable pop-
ulations such as the African-American community, the Latino com-
munity, and rural communities so that they have access.

Senator MARSHALL. Of course. With the new big news saying
that the vaccines we are already using already are 75, 80 percent
effective with one shot, what type of advice would you be offering
to getting, a greater number of people vaccinated right now as op-
posed to getting that second shot into the same person’s arms? Dr.
Murthy.

Dr. MUrTHY. Well, Senator, I thought that was really interesting
data. And I think that because of the way the trials were done with
the two dose model, while I think that is the foundation we should
use. We should absolutely be quickly seeking to study what that
one dose model could look like or a delayed second dose model. And
if the data holds up that people achieve sustained protection not
just for the first few weeks, but sustained protection, then I think
that is a model that we absolutely should examine. I think science
really has to guide us here. We have got to collect the data, get the
knowledge, and then implemented in our policy.

Senator MARSHALL. Dr. Levine, any other?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, I would agree. I think that we need to stick
to the two dose model now for the Pfizer and the Moderna vaccines
because that is how the studies are done, but then study other
models to see if they could be effective.

Senator MARSHALL. But you said we are going to follow the
science and the science says one shot is 80 percent effective. If our
goal is to get herd immunity, why wouldn’t you try to get more
shots into more people? I am still prioritizing people at age 65, peo-
ple with health care problems, etc. But why wouldn’t you follow
that science?

Dr. LEVINE. Right now, the FDA approval recommends two
doses. I think we need to look at the science that you are dis-
cussing and have more studies in that regard. But I also share ev-
eryone’s enthusiasm about the Johnson and Johnson

Senator MARSHALL. You think following the FDA guidelines is a
good idea as well. Last question on kids in school. I want to know
what your opinion is. You follow the science. American Academy
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pediatrician says kids can go back in school. What is your opinion?
Should kids be back in school now?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, we certainly want to get children back in
school as quickly as possible, Senator. The CDC has spoken about
that. But I am interested in the American Academy of Pediatrics
literature that you are referring. And if confirmed, I look forward
to collaborating with Dr. Lewinsky——

Senator MARSHALL. But you don’t have a recommendation? Is
that—is that a goal? Is that your goal? You think the kids should
be in school now or is there not enough science to say that kids
should be in school yet?

Dr. LEVINE. I think that we all want children to be in school in
a safe way, sir.

Senator MARSHALL. Dr. Murthy, I mean, what is your opinion?
Is there enough science to say the kids should be in school now?

Dr. MUrTHY. Well, Senator, I do think we have a growing
amount of data that tells us how to get kids back in school safely,
and tells us that if kids are masked, if there are distanced, if we
have good ventilation in schools, that we can actually do a pretty
good job of reducing transmission in school. And on top of that, if
we can get teachers vaccinated, if we can get testing in schools,
that can even further reduce the risk.

Senator MARSHALL. I am out of time, but I certainly want to pub-
licly thank all the teachers that are in school, that are out there.
We are focusing on the ones that aren’t. But I am so grateful for
the teachers that are out there on the front line teaching and just
what we can do to empower them to get our kids back in school.
Thank you and I yield back.

The CHAIR. Thank you very much.

We will go to Senator Smith.

Senator SMITH. Thank you, Chair Murray and Ranking Member
Burr. And thank you so much to Dr. Levin and Dr. Murthy for
being with us today and your willingness to engage in public serv-
ice, particularly in this way, which is just so important to our coun-
try right now. As Senator Kaine said so powerfully, we are in the
midst of a tragic loss of life and a pandemic that has totally upend-
ed our economy and our health, and our sense of well-being. And
I know that you both understand this. And so I am just grateful
for your willingness to serve in this way. You know, I am always
reminded of something that a Minnesota farmer said to me earlier
last year. He said, when it comes to COVID-19, we are all in the
same storm, but we are not all in the same boat.

I think that this gets at the ways in which COVID has magnified
the inequities that already existed in our society. So I am so grate-
ful for your willingness to serve, Dr. Levine. And I also want to say
how much I appreciate the dignity and the professionalism that
you demonstrated in your response to Senator Paul as a physician
and as a public servant. And I want to be really clear that this is
a moment where we should be focusing on the grave challenges be-
fore us. And one of these challenges is that LGBTQ people have
long faced discrimination and barriers to healthcare, and they are
much more likely than non LGBTQ+ people to lack access to insur-
ance and to affordable medical care.
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We need advocates at all levels to make sure that we address
that inequity, and we fight against discrimination and ensure that
everybody, all patients, have access to care, especially amid this
crisis, which has revealed so many inequities. So I wanted to thank
you. Dr. Murthy, when you and I spoke, we had a great conversa-
tion about the listening tour that you did when you were Surgeon
General the first time, and you talked about how you went out and
you expected to hear people’s concerns, health concerns, and you
instead discovered this theme of Americans feeling lonely and iso-
lated.

We talked a little bit about this broad based social isolation that
is happening right now among older adults, among kids that are
not able to be in school among so many people. And this is some-
thing that I know we both care a lot about because of the direct
impacts that social isolation can have on people’s health. This lack
of social connection is not just about being lonely. It is about the
direct impact on people’s long term health outcomes.

Dr. Murthy, could you talk a little bit more about this and maybe
say a bit about how you expect to continue to work on the issue
of social isolation, and what we can do in Congress to help? And
how we can incorporate some of these ideas into our thinking about
healthcare?

Dr. MURTHY. Senator, thank you so much for that question. I
really enjoyed our conversation on that topic of isolation and loneli-
ness as well. This was one of the unexpected things for me that
came up during my service as Surgeon General. I expected when
I began my listening tour to understand what was on the minds
of Americans, everywhere that I would hear about issues like obe-
sity and substance use and depression and anxiety. And I did hear
about those concerns. But what I heard so often were stories of
loneliness and isolation from not just elderly individuals who are
living alone, but I heard them from college students on uncrowded
campuses, from moms and dads, from teachers, from doctors and
nurses, and even from some Members of Congress who told me be-
hind closed doors that they, too, struggled with loneliness.

These stories resonated with me because I had seen so much
loneliness in my patients, patients who had often come in by them-
selves. And even in the moments of extraordinarily difficult, hard
decisions about treatment, we would have to have that conversa-
tion alone with them because they had no one who could come in
and be a part of that conversation. And I also experienced a lot of
loneliness as a child. So that experience is very, very raw still and
present in my mind. But what was concerning to me as Surgeon
General where the health consequences also.

The fact that the increasing body of data showing that loneliness
is associated with an increased risk of premature death and heart
disease, as well as other conditions like depression and anxiety.
There is a lot we can do, starting with communities, faith organiza-
tions, other community organizations have a powerful role they can
play in helping to stitch together the fabric of a more connected so-
ciety. Clinicians, doctors and nurses can also play a powerful role
in surfacing issues like loneliness, which are unfortunately stig-
matized and which people struggle with but don’t feel comfortable
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talking about. And finally, Government does have a helpful role it
can play too.

When Government chooses to name an issue as important, when
it convenes people to come together and build a strategy to address
an issue, it can have a powerful effect on moving the needle on the
actions we take. We have seen that with opioids and with other
issues. So this would be an issue I would love to work on with you
and with other Members of Congress that affects people all across
our country and has significant health impacts.

Senator SMITH. Thank you very much, Dr. Murthy.

The CHAIR. Thank you.

We will turn to Senator Murkowski.

Senator MURKOWSKI. Thank you, Madam Chair. Dr. Murthy, it
was good to speak with you some weeks ago. I appreciated that. Dr.
Levine, I look forward to our conversations as well. I—in my con-
versation, Dr. Murthy, we talked about the disparities that we see
in our rural areas. Know that, again, that will continue to be a
pressing, pressing issue for me. I just came from a gathering of
Arctic parliamentarians by way of Zoom, and one of the things that
we were focusing on in our discussions was what we are seeing in
the Arctic nations, not only during COVID, but prior to COVID.
And these are the issues of mental health, just general behavioral
health issues. And our reality that during this pandemic, we are
seeing rising levels of substance abuse.

We are seeing rising levels of suicide, particularly among our
youth. And I raise this again to ask your commitment, your focus
to not only mental health in a pandemic, at a time of global pan-
demic, but really moving forward and how we can address these
mental health needs in areas where we already have disparities
with access to all kinds of medical services. So if you can speak
very briefly to the mental health as it relates to substance abuse,
suicide, and in some of the other, again, very troubling realities
that we are facing right now.

Dr. MURTHY. Well, Senator, it is good to see you again as well,
and thank you for that question. The issue of mental health broad-
ly is obviously deeply concerning. It is an issue that I have dealt
with as a clinician, that I have seen as a Surgeon General. But the
impact in rural communities in particular has been heartbreaking.
I had a window into the disparities that exist in rural communities
through my father, actually early in life. He grew up in a small vil-
lage half a world away in India. But interestingly, many of the sto-
ries he told me hold true in America that rural areas often have
disparate access to healthcare as well as to education and economic
opportunities.

When I was Surgeon General, Senator, when I visited Alaska in
particular, when I visited Oklahoma and other rural areas, I saw
firsthand that those disparities were real and that the access to
mental health care through telehealth, the access—the ability to
have access to providers as well in person was often far reduced in
an environment where we just didn’t have sufficient access to re-
sources.

One of the things I would love to do if I have the privilege of
serving is to work with you and to work with other Senators to see
how we can close the gap that exists in rural communities when
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it comes to mental health care by providing not only better tele-
health and telemedicine, but also by working to strengthen our
Worklforce of mental health providers, which are often in scarce
supply.

I believe we can do that in part by investing in community
health centers, which are the backbone of communities all across
this Cﬁuntry, but which can help provide mental health resources
as well.

Senator MURKOWSKI. When, as you know, the significance that
they play in providing for care in Alaska throughout our state. I
want to ask you about homelessness as a public health issue. We
see growing areas of homelessness in my state. And it is a pretty
tough place to be homeless, particularly this time of year where it
is cold, and it is going to be cold for some time forward. But we
are seeing this in so many areas of the country. My view is that
there has been little focus on our public health authorities to re-
search, to implement evidence based comprehensive strategies to
address what we are seeing with regards to homelessness.

I think we are going to see more homelessness as a result of this
pandemic. In your role, if you are confirmed as Surgeon General,
what do we need to do to be raising the awareness to be not only
becoming more aware, but actually working to address these, I be-
lieve, significant health issues as it relates to homelessness?

Dr. MURTHY. Well, Senator, I am glad you raised this. Of all the
social determinants that we talk about with regard to health, hous-
ing and homelessness is one of the most powerful. It is something
I saw firsthand as a doctor. I remember, Senator, one of the first
patients I cared for who was homeless. I was a medical student at
the time. And I remember talking to the patient as they were being
discharged about the medications they needed to pick up from the
Eharmacy and the three follow-up appointments they needed to

ave.

At some point, I realized how foolish I was because their primary
concern was where they were going to sleep that night. Not and all
those other issues as to when they were going to follow-up in three
weeks with cardiology were secondary and less likely to happen,
unfortunately. I believe there is a powerful connection between
housing and health. I think there is a growing body of data that
tells us that. I think part of what we have to do is make sure that
data and that science is clear and evident to the public and to pol-
icymakers. But when I was Surgeon General last time Senator, I
also worked with HUD, with Housing and Urban Development, on
in that case, a program and an approach to reduce exposure to sec-
ondhand smoke.

That was just one example of how housing and health go to-
gether. And I would welcome the opportunity to do that again, to
engage with HUD and with policymakers to see how we can put
roofs over our heads, how we can reduce homelessness, recognizing
that can improve health outcomes as well as people’s overall expe-
rience.

Senator MURKOWSKI. Well, I would love to work with you on
that. I would recognize, though, that through HUD, that is one ave-
nue, obviously, to address the issues of homelessness. But so many
are these invisible homeless that are in our community, particu-
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larly our children, our families. And whether or not we have a—
whether or not HUD is best able to respond to these issues of kids
who are couch surfing, who are technically homeless, what the
structure is to best address them. I am over my time and I appre-
ciate that, but this is a conversation I would love to follow-up with.

Dr. MUrTHY. Well, thank you.

Senator MURKOWSKI. Thank you.

The CHAIR. Thank you, Senator Murkowski.

Senator Rosen.

Senator ROSEN. Thank you, Madam Chair. I want to thank both
the doctors here today for your willingness to serve, your thought-
ful responses. You know, I know being a doctor takes both intel-
ligence and empathy, and I believe that the two of you possess both
those important characteristics. So I appreciate you being here
today. I want to have a question for each one of you. Mental health
concerns, K through 12, kids, mental health concerns for seniors.
So to both of you, tragically, Nevada has seen an increase in youth
suicides throughout the pandemic. In our county school district, 18
students have taken their lives in just 9 months. Sadly, we are the
highest in the Nation. The pandemic also has been particularly
hard on seniors or most vulnerable to the virus.

We have talked about the social isolation, the tremendous toll
that it takes. In Nevada, we have roughly about 370,000 seniors
and 25 percent of those estimated to live alone. So to Dr. Levine,
I will go first. I want to build upon Senator Murphy’s question, a
little bit on Senator Murkowski question. Given what is happening
in Nevada, you have extensive experience addressing youth mental
health needs, how would you address the disturbing trends in
youth suicides, mental health problems? I know that you have pro-
grams and public—and services in Pennsylvania that help out with
the students. And so what would you do for our youth experiencing
suicidal thoughts?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you so much for that question.
I enjoyed our conversation a number of days ago very much about
this and other issues. Clearly, mental health issues among our
youth, remains a significant public health problem. As you pointed
out in my career in academic medicine at the Penn State College
of Medicine, I saw many troubled children and teenagers, some of
whom were suicidal and required intensive treatment to treat some
of their underlying mental health issues and other issues that were
leading to those concerns and their suicidal ideation. I participated
in a suicide task force, suicide prevention task force as part of my
role as the Secretary of Health in Pennsylvania.

If I am fortunate enough to be confirmed to the role of Assistant
Secretary of Health for the Nation, I look forward to collaborating
with SAMHSA, collaborating with Dr. Murthy and other content
experts, and then working with you on making sure that we can
address this issue, which has just become exacerbated during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Senator ROSEN. Thank you. Next, I would like to address the
senior issue. So, Dr. Murthy, many seniors have been really—con-
tinue to isolate in their homes. And as you suggest, senior health
needs—we really have to think about the connection they have.
They are missing people. They are missing that important touch.
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Now we have COVID. We are not even allowed to hug people. We
don’t get to be close. And that isolation is so devastating. It causes
a lot of depression and other kinds of health issues that follow that.
So can you talk about the importance of the social plans that we
can do, investing in meal programs, some kind of home visits,
check ins, or those things that serve seniors, particularly in our
rural areas where it might even be hard to get people out there?

Dr. MURTHY. Well, Senator, thank you for that question, and I
think you have touched on an issue that is painful, frankly, for
many families, which is the experience that seniors have of being
lonely and isolated, especially during this pandemic, which I think
is worse than that isolation for many of them. I think, Senator, I
don’t think it is often well appreciated in the general public just
how profound an impact that isolation, loneliness has on health.
And I think that is one place where as Surgeon General I would
hope to bring some attention is just to the fact that social connec-
tion and loneliness is important, not just so we can feel better, but
so we can do better in terms of our health.

But I think, second, there is a powerful role that community or-
ganizations can play. So often I find, and I found this was true
when I was traveling the country as Surgeon General as well, that
many organizations, because they don’t have primary expertise in
health, they think that they can’t do anything to improve health
outcomes. But organizations that can connect young people with
the elderly for visits, that can provide food or resources to the el-
derly, that can simply call to check in on people who may be living
alone, they can play a powerful role in helping people feel more
connected in difficult periods of their life.

Addressing isolation that seniors experience, this is an all-in
challenge that, yes, it does require Government attention, but also
it requires communities to be engaged and recognize that they have
incredible power when it comes to helping their seniors. But this
is an area where I would love to certainly focus on with you and
with your colleagues.

Senator ROSEN. No, I appreciate that. I know in my home com-
munity, there are groups at our university, there are groups in our
faith based community that have just created these phone trees to
call and check in on people. It was something everyone could do
during the pandemic. So you are right, sometimes there is a grass-
roots solution to help for some of the problems. Thank you. I have
gone over my time. I appreciate you both being here.

The CHAIR. Thank you very much.

Senator Braun.

Senator BRAUN. Thank you, Madam Chair. During the whole
COVID challenge, my observation has been especially coming from
the business world so recently in a place like Indiana where I think
we did a pretty good job with the navigation through the whole
process, maybe didn’t take so much a one size fits all approach, dif-
ferentiated it a little bit by counties within the state, I thought
that was something we should have done, and I think it did unfurl
that way. I got a few questions about what you were able to do in
your home state.

The idea that you treat all counties the same, both rural and
urban, to me didn’t quite make sense. And have you actually
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looked at the results of the approach that was taken in your state
in terms of that tradeoff between fighting the disease itself and the
economic impact that would be concomitant with it if you took an
approach that was going to be too draconian but didn’t make sense.
Have you been able to get through the data to see, are you happy
with the way you handled it in your home state?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you very much for that ques-
tion. I appreciate our discussion about this and other issues a num-
ber of days ago. You know, with this novel coronavirus, COVID-
19, in the spring, there are basically three tools in the public
health toolbox in order to address it. One is containment, which in-
volves testing, contact tracing. The second is mitigation, at its
heart mask wearing and social distancing and washing hands, but
also some of the closures that you are discussing.

Then the third are medical countermeasures, including medica-
tions and vaccines, which, of course, were not available in the
spring. Testing was also not particularly available in the spring.
We had lack of personal protective equipment. So it was quite a
challenging situation in the Northeast and in the mid-Atlantic. So
mitigation was one of the biggest tools in the toolbox that we could
use.

Pennsylvania actually did take, under Governor Wolf’s leader-
ship, a very sequential, iterative approach in terms of the business
closures that we did. We did go county by county in terms of
whether the businesses would be closed or not, and eventually the
entire state did get closed. But it did go in that iterative approach.
We also took a sequential iterative approach in terms of reopening
with a red, yellow, green schema that did go county by county.

Senator BRAUN. Then have you actually done any metrics or com-
pared—where is your unemployment rate currently in your state?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, sir, I actually don’t know the current unem-
ployment rate.

Senator BRAUN. I think you will find if you look across the coun-
try that there is a direct correlation. You look at a place like Flor-
ida that got a lot of heat early on, figuratively speaking, ends up
having the most vulnerable population. And you did have an ap-
proach there where I thought it took a dual perspective of trying
to keep the disease at bay and respected for all the peculiarities it
had shown us, but also with the most susceptible population, has
done a good job when you look at doing both. What about, very
quickly, how has your vaccination rollout gone? Have you been
pleased with the performance of getting vaccinations out in your
state?

Dr. LEVINE. Pennsylvania, like many states initially had signifi-
cant challenges in terms of the rollout of the vaccine over the holi-
days and then into a January, etc. Of course, I left the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Health in January, so I have had no contact
with the Pennsylvania Department of Health and don’t really know
what exactly differently they are doing now. I think Pennsylvania
has had successes and has had challenges in terms of the vaccine
rollout, but things are continuing to improve.

Senator BRAUN. Thank you. Dr. Murthy, just a question to the
point. Do you think guns present a public health emergency?
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Dr. MURTHY. Well, Senator, I think that gun violence, like any
other form of violence, is a concern to me as a doctor who has
taken care of many patients who have been the victims of violence,
but I think the way we approach that issue, Senator, should be
driven by science. I am grateful that Congress has in a bipartisan
basis put funds to study the origins of gun violence and how best
to address it. But I will tell you that my focus, Senator, is not on
this issue. It is, and if I am confirmed, it will be COVID, on mental
health, and on substance use disorders. These are the issues which
I think are front and center in this moment. And it is where I
would put my attention, if confirmed.

Senator BRAUN. I am about out of time, but since we have gone
through and it looks like the health care crisis is, thank goodness,
ebbing with the results we are seeing, this is an issue that I am
sure will come to the forefront. And I will get with you later on
that subject.

Dr. MurTHY. Okay, I look forward to it, Senator. Thank you.

The CHAIR. Thank you.

Senator Lujan.

Senator LUJAN. Chair Murray, thank you so very much to you
and to our Ranking Member, Mr. Burr. Thank you for this impor-
tant hearing. Dr. Levine, it was a pleasure visiting with you re-
cently. And Dr. Murthy, I look forward to our conversation. Dr.
Murthy, understandably, the Federal Government has focused the
bulk of its resources on slowing the spread of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

However, we have simultaneously addressed the secondary im-
pacts. We have to get this done the pandemic, including a reported
increase in opioid overdoses. As Surgeon General, you are consid-
ered the Nation’s doctor. How will you guide discussions and sci-
entific investment so that individuals who live with acute or chron-
ic pain can get appropriate treatment, including non-pharma-
cological treatments such as physical therapy, and also if they do
need pharmacological treatments, that they are not addictive?

Dr. MurTHY. Well, thank you, Senator, for that question. I think
you are raising a critical issue here, which is how do we treat pain
appropriately given how many Americans are living with some
form of chronic pain? You know, I cared for many of these patients,
when I was practicing medicine. I noticed how that pain can affect
not only the quality of life of an individual, but their family as well.
And I think what we have an obligation to do is to take what re-
search currently tells us, which is that there are multiple strate-
gies for addressing pain that are effective.

They include physical therapy, cognitive behavioral therapy, and,
yes, in some cases, pharmacologic therapy with medicines. And we
have to make these treatment strategies available to people. But
right now, many people don’t have access to physical therapy or
cognitive behavioral therapy at the level that they need to help ad-
dress chronic pain. And even when it comes to medications, these
decisions have to be tailored or based on a patient’s individual situ-
ation. And there is not a cookie cutter, one size fits all approach
that we have to take here.
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That is why we have got to empower clinicians to with the right
knowledge, with the best and latest data so they can make good
decisions with their patients to help ultimately address their pain.

Senator LUJAN. Appreciate that, Dr. Murthy. Dr. Levine, we had
a chance to visit about mental, behavioral health. And you have
been asked that question by several of our colleagues today. It mat-
ters to all of us across the country, especially in rural communities.
So I am interested in what we can count on with your advocacy to
increase access to mental behavioral health and then also a project
that you are familiar with and that our Chair has championed in
project ECHO in telehealth and telementoring, what your thoughts
are with how we can expand those programs and also ensure that
there will be reimbursement for both telehealth and telementoring
services?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, thank you, Senator, for that question. And I
particularly enjoyed our discussion about this and other issues a
number of days ago. Clearly, mental health issues are going to be
forefront as we work through the pandemic and afterwards. And
this would include mental health issues for children and adoles-
cents, as we have spoken about previously, but also adults and sen-
iors, as was talked about as well. This is a particularly difficult
issue in rural areas where there is lack of access to mental health
services. And so I think telehealth is going to be very, very impor-
tant. And that includes telepsychiatry and telepsychology. Of
course, as we discuss broadband is often critical.

Access to broadband is critical to that success. I did want to
highlight the program we talked about, which is called Project
ECHO, which was founded by Dr. Arora in New Mexico. And I
know that you actually know him. And I have had really the for-
tune of meeting him. There is a Project ECHO program in Pennsyl-
vania, which is spearheaded by the Penn State College of Medicine
and Penn State Hershey Health. And they have been using that in
particularly for the Opioid Crisis and expansion of medication as-
sisted treatment, but also other medical issues and mental health
issues.

I think that telehealth and programs such as Project ECHO need
to be further expanded. And if confirmed, I look forward to working
with you and other content experts and Dr. Arora on expanding it.

Senator LUJAN. I appreciate that. Dr. Murthy, populations that
live in rural regions of the United States face unique challenges in
accessing health care. These barriers contribute to the rural, urban
divide phenomenon that leaves rural Americans with lower life
expectancies than their urban counterparts. I believe everyone de-
serves access to high quality, affordable care, no matter where they
livel,{ what health insurance they have, or how much money they
make.

One of the first areas I think we need to address is the current
caps and other limitations on rural residency programs that have
put rural America at a disadvantage. Dr. Murthy, how can we work
together to address the shortage of health providers in rural areas
and increase Federal support for rural residency programs?

Dr. MURTHY. Well, Senator, thank you for that question. I do
think that we do—we have critical workforce shortages in rural
areas and those include primary care shortages, but also special-



40

ists. And I think programs like Project ECHO, which I had the
privilege of visiting, you know, in New Mexico when I was Surgeon
General, are programs that can actually help to close that gap to
some extent. But we have to do more because virtual care, while
critical, is only part of that solution.

We need to train more clinicians and bring them to rural areas.
And we can do that in part through expansions of the National
Health Service Corps. We can do that, actually, I believe by also
better utilizing the U.S. Public Health Service Commission Corps,
which I was privileged to oversee as Surgeon General, which as it
is, provides a lot of care in rural areas, but certainly is poised to
step up and do more.

I do think that there are ways we can do this and with residency
programs as well, I think we can strategically work to train resi-
dents and place them ultimately in rural parts of our country that
are in desperate need of medical providers. I would certainly love
to work with you on this issue. I think health care providers get
into health care wanting to relieve suffering and to serve. I think
the areas that so often need service our rural areas, but they are
not getting the providers that they need.

Senator LUJAN. Thank you for the time today, Madam Chair.

The CHAIR. Thank you very much. We will now turn to Senator
Romney, who I understand gets the patients award today for sit-
ting there.

Senator Romney.

Senator ROMNEY. Don’t seem to be able to get there. My mic goes
on—the light doesn’t but the mic does. Thank you for being here
today. I appreciate Senator Murray giving me this opportunity. Dr.
Levine, are there school districts that are open in Pennsylvania
and some that are closed?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you for your——

Senator ROMNEY. We are short of time, so are there school dis-
tricts, some open, some closed?

Dr. LEVINE. There are some school districts which are remote
and some school districts which are in person.

Senator ROMNEY. Okay. Has there been a public health analysis
to see those that have been opened? Has there been a massive
spread of COVID that is different than those that have stayed hy-
brid or are all remote?

Dr. LEVINE. I am not aware of that analysis, but——

Senator ROMNEY. Okay, that is my impression as well, which is
across the country, we have had some school districts open, mean-
ing kids going to school, others absolutely closed, kids only going
on remote. The evidence doesn’t show so far that those that have
been having kids in classrooms aren’t seeing a spike in COVID
cases. There are also countries that kept their schools open. They
haven’t seen a spike in COVID cases. I don’t understand why our
schools are still closed.

There are some of us who feel it is a submission to the teacher’s
unions, and because they are such big donors to the Democratic
Party that the Administration is saying, oh, we are not—it’s at
state levels and at the Federal level we are not going to push to
get our schools open. But, grocery store workers are working, drug-
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store workers, taxi drivers, EMS workers, health care workers. But
there is just as much a priority for our kids to be educated.

I just can’t understand why, given the fact that the data doesn’t
show that there is a problem for teachers or for families having
kids going to school, we have to get our kids into school. The Ad-
ministration is proposing $170 billion going to education as part of
the $1.9 trillion COVID program, but only 5 percent of that is get-
ting spent in this year. 95 percent is for years down the road. It
has nothing to do with getting our kids safe and our schools open
again. I just—I don’t understand why the Administration does not
directly encourage all of our school districts to open again. And if
we are going to send out $170 billion, which I don’t support, but
if we are going to send $170 billion, it ought to be linked to them
agreeing to get the doors open and get the kids back in the class-
room.

That is my chance to make a point and hopefully you will take
that point to the Administration in the responsibilities you have.
Let me ask a question, Dr. Murthy, and that is, you have had con-
cern, as I have, about kids vaping. And the analysis shows that
about one quarter, I guess, of high school kids are vaping on a reg-
ular basis, tobacco products and in many cases marijuana as well,
particularly at the higher grades for marijuana. What can we do
to get the flavored vaping products off the market? That is what
kids are getting into. This has been slow rolled by the prior admin-
istration.

I think the prior administration was so concerned about the
vaping shops and the adults that wanted to use the flavored prod-
ucts that they slow rolled this. But how are we going to get vaping
products that are flavored off the marketplace, so we don’t addict
our kids to nicotine?

Dr. MURTHY. Well, Senator, thank you for that question, and it
is good to see you. You were my Governor in Massachusetts when
I first moved there for medical training. So it is nice to see you.

Senator ROMNEY. I take full credit for that.

[Laughter.]

Dr. MurRTHY. Thank you. Listen, I share your passion for this
subject. When I was Surgeon General, I issued the first Federal re-
port on e-cigarettes and youth. And I still am deeply concerned
that while we have seen some improvement in numbers, that there
are still millions of children who are exposed to nicotine through
vaping. I think that while we have taken some steps, especially at
a state level, to restrict access to youth, and while we have laws
saying that kids shouldn’t be using this, that they are still a lot of
loopholes through which kids are accessing e-cigarettes.

I also worry about the advertising, Senator, especially online ad-
vertising, which is the easy way for these companies to get their
products to kids. So if I have the privilege of being confirmed, I will
certainly look forward to working with you and with the Adminis-
tration in ensuring that we are taking steps to protect our kids
from advertising to enforce these types of rules. And even though
the Surgeon General doesn’t have policymaking authority, I do
think that there are parents that I encountered all across this
country who are concerned about exactly what you said about why
are there kids using nicotine based products.
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This would be an area I would love from a public education
standpoint to work with you. And I think there is a lot of progress
we have made, but so much more we have got to do to protect our
kids.

Senator ROMNEY. I appreciate that. And I know that part of this
process is typically some throw away lines that we all use, which
is look forward to working with you on something, but then we
never see each other. But this is one I really do care about. And
I really hope that you will be able to work with the Administration
and the FDA that obviously has regulatory authority in this regard
to say, guys, you have got to push this faster, we have got to move
ahead.

The analysis paralysis that goes on in Government is something
which the private sector could never abide. And we have to get this
addressed because it is a public health emergency. I am sorry, Dr.
Levine. My time is up. I couldn’t get you to respond to that as well
but thank you. Madam Chair, back to you.

Senator BURR. Senator Hassan.

Senator HASSAN. Thank you very much. Let’s try that—better.
Thank you very much to our Chair and to our Ranking Member
and to our nominees. Thank you for your service. Thank you for
your continued willingness to serve and thank your families for us
too because it is a joint commitment, I understand. I wanted to
start with a little bit of a follow-up. Senator Lujan asked you about
the opioid epidemic, and this is a question to both of you. The
COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated what already was a dev-
astating mental health and substance misuse crisis in our country.

I am encouraged that you both have knowledge and experience
in combating the Opioid Crisis through expanding access to sub-
stance misuse treatment and services and working to diminish the
stigma that is still too often associated in particular with heroin.
Dr. Levine, as Secretary of Health for Pennsylvania, you led the
state’s effort to combat the opioid epidemic for several years. Can
you please speak to the importance of continued robust Federal
funding for states as we work to turn the tide of the opioid epi-
demic?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you so much for that question.
I appreciate our discussion about this and other topics tremen-
dously a number of days ago. You are entirely correct. The opioid
epidemic, the Opioid Crisis and overdoses continues. It has been
exacerbated during the COVID-19 crisis and we have to continue
to address this robustly. In Pennsylvania, we worked on prevention
with a concept I call opioid stewardship, with opioid prescribing
guidelines, a robust prescription drug monitoring program, etc.,
with rescue, we have the medicine naloxone, and an expansion of
treatment, particularly medication assisted treatment.

We do have to get past the stigma associated with that. All of
those programs required funding. We needed funding for our pre-
vention efforts. We needed funding for naloxone and for further dis-
tribution of naloxone, and then we needed funding for treatments.
One of the programs we founded was called Pennsylvania Coordi-
nated Medication Assisted Treatment, a hub and spokes model
funded by the SOR funding.
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If confirmed, I look forward to working with you, with the rest
of the Members of Congress, and with SAMHSA on continuing the
absolutely essential, sustainable funding for the Opioid Crisis.

Senator HASSAN. Thank you very much. And Dr. Murthy, if con-
firmed, how would you use your role to combat the Opioid Crisis
and address the challenges in that crisis that have been exacer-
bated by COVID-19?

Dr. MURrTHY. Well, thank you, Senator Hassan, for that question.
You know, I think the opioid epidemic continues, unfortunately, to
be a dire crisis for our country. I think that there are a few things,
if I was confirmed, I would look to focus on building on the 2016
Surgeon General’s report that we issued on alcohol, drugs, and
health. One would be to continue to focus on public education, rec-
ognizing that there is still an extraordinary amount of stigma
around the Opioid Crisis, which prevents people from coming for-
ward and getting help. The second thing that I would look to do
is to take some of the core recommendations around treatment,
particularly access to medication assisted treatment, but also inte-
gration with primary care and work with policymakers to see how
we could advance treatment. And third, I would say, is to focus on
prevention.

Senator, in that report in chapter three, we actually laid out a
number of prevention programs which have been proven to work to
be cost effective as well, to return far more dollars in terms of re-
duce health care costs, criminal justice costs, and economic produc-
tivity losses than the initial investment in those programs. But
those are still not well known, and they don’t always often receive
the investment they need. So those would be a few areas that I
would love to focus on with regard to addressing the Opioid Crisis.

Senator HASSAN. Thank you for that and I look forward to work-
ing with both of you on it. I want to turn to a different question,
Dr. Murthy. Even as we expand access to COVID-19 vaccines, we
face the continued risk of additional spread within communities
and the emerging threat of new COVID-19 variants. Experts have
been clear, one of the best ways to bring an end to the pandemic
is to continue to wear a mask in public, avoid indoor gatherings,
and maintain social distancing.

Dr. Murthy, given the pandemic fatigue many people are under-
standably experiencing, how do you plan to use your platform to
ensure that Americans continue to adhere to public health guide-
lines even as vaccinations continue until we are really, truly able
to get the virus and its variants under control?

Dr. MURTHY. Senator, it is a great question. And I think, to be
honest, a lot of us are experiencing the fatigue from the pandemic.
I certainly am as well. I know a lot of us have been struggling for
the last year, although, many certainly much, much harder that
have had much more difficult experiences and others. I think there
are a couple of things that I would seek to do, Senator. Number
one, I think we do need to be consistent in our communication
around the value and the importance of masks and we have to fol-
low—we have to lead by example in demonstrating that they work,
and they are important to ware.

But the second thing I think is recognizing that fatigue is real,
and it is not a reason to judge people. It is real. We are human
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beings. We are tired. That means that the faster we can also get
people vaccinated, the more quickly we can return to a state where
we can see each other. Where we don’t have the distance, or we
don’t have to wear masks all the time.

That is why I would also focus my efforts on the vaccine, on get-
ting it to people, and making sure people understood clearly what
the benefits are so that they can make good decisions for them-
selves and their families.

Senator HASSAN. Well, thank you for that answer. Thank you to
the Chair and Ranking Member. I will also just add that I would
love to work with you and Senator Romney and others on the
vaping issue, because I think people are not understanding the con-
nection now we are seeing between teenage vaping and cigarette
use later in life. And I very much look forward to working with
both of you on that. Thank you.

Senator BURR. Senator Tuberville.

Senator TUBERVILLE. Thank you, Ranking Member. Thank you
for being here today. Most of them have asked most of my ques-
tions. I will try to make it short, make a little bit of statement. I
have been in education for 40 years. I have seen a lot of words put
into protecting our kids from drugs, opioids, marijuana, all those
and we don’t seem to do a lot about it. And I am glad, Dr. Murphy,
I heard you say something about education. And after 40 years of
experience, that’s what has got to be done. We have got to put edu-
cation—we have got to put money behind it. And it is getting worse
and worse. Now that we have opened our borders it is going to get
even worse. And I feel for our kids. I really do. They are looking
for something else, something different.

Again, dealing with 17 to 24 year olds for 40 years. It is different
every day, but we got to find an answer. We have got to find a solu-
tion because it is not going to get any better by just saying it will
go away on its own. We are losing 50,000 to 60,000 kids a year
dying of overdose. And that is—we talk about COVID and it is our
biggest problem now, but we have to do something. I live in Ala-
bama.

We have lost 14 rural hospitals in the last 10 years because we
are losing nurses and doctors. We don’t have enough, we don’t have
enough hospitals to take care of our patients. Dr. Murphy, for you,
other than telemedicine, which we are using, what can we do? You
know, the thing about it, the only thing we have now in our rural
areas is our pharmacies.

Now those are starting to go under because if you think about
it, that is really our hospital and our doctor and our consultant for
healthcare in rural areas. But these PBMs are absolutely putting
our pharmacies under because they are the middleman between
the drug companies and the pharmacies, and they are taking all
the profits. But what else can we do in the rural areas?

Dr. MurTHY. Well, Senator, I think this is such an important
point. And I realize that the challenges that you are speaking to
in Alabama are likely being experienced in other rural areas in our
country, too, that are struggling without enough health care pro-
viders, without—and they are watching rural hospitals closed down
as well. There are a couple of things, Senator.
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You know, in addition to telehealth, which you mentioned, the
couple other areas I think we need to focus on is strengthening our
rural health workforce. Where we see often clinicians get trained
and then they relocate or stay in urban areas, and we don’t have
enough nurses and doctors in rural areas, but we can address that,
I believe, through a combination of the National Health Service
Corps, using the United States Public Health Service Commission
Corps more effectively and expanding their role. I think we can do
more there.

But the other place where I think we can do more Senators in
supporting the rural hospitals themselves. I think the cost struc-
ture in rural areas, as you know, is different for healthcare than
in urban areas. And you have to sometimes put more into base in-
frastructure to serve a smaller population because that is the na-
ture of rural areas. If we apply a one size fits all model to rural
and urban areas, rural areas will come up short and they won’t get
the support that they need. I think we have got to recognize that
and build that into our funding support models as well.

Senator TUBERVILLE. Thank you, Dr. Levine. You have worked in
mental health and of course, being a football coach and an educa-
tor, I worked in mental health for 40 years because I see a lot of
it. You know what I am talking about. And we seem to have, over
the last 10, 12 years, more and more problems with mental health,
with our young people. What do you think is the answer to that?
And what is your first direction in your job would be to overcome
some of that?

Dr. LEVINE. Well, Senator, thank you for that question. We do
share a concern about young people and their mental health. And
at Penn State Hershey Medical Center, I ran the adolescent medi-
cine program where we saw many young people with medical
issues as well as mental health issues. I think that we need to
work on prevention, and we need to work on access for treatment.
I think we need prevention programs to prevent mental health
problems in our schools.

I think we need prevention programs in our communities and
community health centers as well. And I think we need to increase
access to treatment, whether that is in urban areas, suburban
areas, or rural areas. We need more mental health professionals.
We certainly need more child and adolescent psychiatrists, but not
only psychiatrists. We need psychologists, psychiatric social work-
ers and really the whole spectrum of mental health workers to be
able to treat our young people who are suffering from these mental
health issues.

Senator TUBERVILLE. Basically, what you are saying is we need
a plan.

Dr. LEVINE. Yes, sir. We need funding.

Senator TUBERVILLE. We need funding. We need a plan. And I
have never seen that in mental health in all my years and in being
around kids. You know, we had to look for somebody to help with
mental health problems. One other question, Dr. Murthy, you have
been through this job one time. What is your number one priority
that you have feel like that you can do better at this time?

Dr. MURrTHY. Well, sir, I have had the privilege of serving once
before, you are right. And the reason I am back, Senator, is be-
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cause my priority first and foremost is to address COVID, to turn
this pandemic around. There are issues that have been worsened
by COVID, mental health and substance use disorders, and those
are my accompanying priorities as well. But we have got to turn
this pandemic around first and foremost.

Sir, to me, this is very personal. I have lost seven family mem-
bers to COVID, most recently my uncle in Dallas a few weeks ago.
I look at my children, my older one, my son is doing remote learn-
ing as well, desperately wants to be back with other kids, but can’t.
And there are many families I know that are struggling much more
than we are. I want those families to be able to get back to their
lives. I want our kids to be able to get back to school.

I want people to be able to go to work and not worry every day
that they are going to catch the virus and get sick. I want us to
be able to come together as a community again, Senator. That is
what has brought me back to public service. It is why I hope to
have the opportunity to serve our country once again.

Senator TUBERVILLE. Both your jobs are very important. And
COVID is—I have lost friends. It is sad what we have gone
through. We can see the light at the end of the tunnel, but we have
seen drugs and mental health problems just continue to soar. We
have to put money in education. I think Dr. Levine will agree with
me on that. We have to do something, but we can’t continue to say
it will go away.

COVID, hopefully we will get it go away. These other two, they
are not going anywhere. And it is all about educating our kids at
a young age, at a very—and not starting when they have already
had a problem. Thank you all today. Thank you very much. Thank
you, Madam Chair.

The CHAIR. Thank you very much. Senator Burr, I will turn it
over to you for closing.

Senator BURR. Thank you, Chair Murray. And I want to thank
our nominees today for your time, for your personal stories, and for
the expertise that you bring to the nomination. Senator Murray, I
would like to ask unanimous consent this time to put into the
record, even though I don’t have it in my possession while I sit
here, one of the latest high school data relative to marijuana use
and to vape products. What I think that latest data showed was
that in high school students, marijuana was used more than vape
product. That vape product in that category by high school stu-
dents, that the least used flavor was menthol. Today, menthol is
the only flavor on the marketplace. All the rest of them are gone.

The decision by the last administration to allow menthol to re-
main was in hopes that those that use combustible—adults could
use combustible products could make the transition off of combus-
tible cigarettes to a vape product as a way to fulfill harm reduction,
which is the full intent of the vape products and other cessation
programs. So, Senator Murray, I would ask unanimous consent
that when I can get that data today, I can put it into the record.

The CHAIR. If you have that information, so ordered.

[The information referred to can be found on page 228.]

Senator BURR. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.

The CHAIR. Thank you so much. That will end our hearing for
today. Dr. Murthy, Dr. Levine, thank you both for joining us to talk
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about your experience and your thoughtful answers on how you
will work with all of us to end this pandemic and improve health
equity and make progress on so many other public health chal-
lenges. I would like to thank all of my colleagues on the Committee
for participating in today’s hearing as well.

Given the urgency of this moment, I will be pushing to get both
of these nominees confirmed quickly so they can hit the ground
running. And I hope colleagues from across the aisle will be with
us to do that.

For any Senators who wish to ask additional questions of the
nominees, questions for the record will be due by Friday, February
26 at 5 p.m. The hearing record will remain open for 10 days to
Members who wish to submit additional material for the record.
We will have a hearing on the ongoing response to COVID-19 pan-
demic soon. Details will be announced in the coming days. With
that, the Committee stands adjourned.
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ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR THE NOMINATION OF VIVEK MURTHY TO
SERVE AS MEDICAL DIRECTOR IN THE REGULAR CORPS OF THE PUB-
LIC HEALTH SERVICE AND SURGEON GENERAL OF THE PUBLIC
HEALTH SERVICE
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Vi 3800 Kilroy Airport Way
S C a n Suite 100, PO. Box 22616
Long Beach, CA 90801-5616

HEALTH PLANe

G

VIA ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION: clizabeth_letter@help.senate.gov

TEL 562.989.5100
FAX 562.989.5200

February 25, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray, Chair

U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, and Labor (HELP)
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510 202-224-5375

Dear Senator Murray,

As CEO of SCAN Health Plan' and a practicing primary care physician, I am writing in support of Dr. Vivek Murthy’s
nomination as the next U.S. Surgeon General. I have known Dr. Murthy for over two decades, and have had the privilege
of working with him as a colleague at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital. I believe that Dr. Murthy’s previous tenure as
U.S. Surgeon General under the Obama Administration, commitment to tackling the COVID-19 pandemic, and personal
compassion makes him the right person for the job at this critical time in our country.

First, Dr. Murthy is a renowned leader with experience in responding to national health crises. As a former Vice Admiral
in the Public Health Service Commissioned and previous U.S. Surgeon General under the Obama Administration (2014-
2017), he led efforts on the opioid crisis and Ebola virus. Dr. Murthy clearly has the skills and expertise to excel as Surgeon
General.

Second, Dr. Murthy is committed to fighting the COVID-19 pandemic, having experience with it professionally and
personally. During President Biden’s transition, he co-chaired the coronavirus advisory team. He also knows first-hand the
suffering that millions of Americans are feeling because seven of his family members have died from COVID-19. Dr.
Murthy has stated publicly that, if appointed Surgeon General, the pandemic would be his top priority.

Third, Dr. Murthy is a compassionate physician who will champion the needs of all populations. He understands the
importance of addressing health equity and social needs. The pandemic has made it undeniably clear that not all Americans
are receiving equitable care. We need a leader, such as Dr. Murthy, who will raise awareness and act to resolve current
health disparities. As a researcher, Dr. Murthy examined the impact that social conditions can have on personal health. In
2020, he published a book about what both society and individuals can do to reduce loneliness.

In brief, Dr. Murthy’s previous experience as U.S. Surgeon General, commitment to overcoming the COVID-19 crises, and
compassion to serving all American makes him highly qualified to lead our nation’s health efforts. Thank you for the
opportunity to share my support of Dr. Murthy’s nomination.

Sincerely,

Sachin H. Jain, MD, MBA, FACP
President and Chief Executive Officer
SCAN Group and SCAN Health Plan

! SCAN is a nonprofit health plan that serves over 220,000 Medicare beneficiaries in California, making it the third largest nonprofit
Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug (MA-PD) plan in the country. Since 1985, SCAN has specialized in providing comprehensive,
high quality care to the most vulnerable Medicare beneficiaries, including those who live with multiple chronic conditions, are eligible
for nursing home care, and have trouble with performing activities of daily living. For beneficiaries who require additional attention,
SCAN offers institutional, chronic care, and dual eligible special needs plans (SNPs). SCAN is proud to have earned a 4.5 Star Rating
on a five-point scale from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) in each of the last four years and to be named one of
the best insurance companies for MA in California by U.S. News and World Report for the third straight year.
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‘ T (202) 659-1800
MARCH OF DIMES E advocacy@marchofdimes.org

MARCHOFDIMES.ORG

February 26, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chairwoman Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions = Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building 430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of March of Dimes, the nation’s leading non-profit organization fighting for the health of all moms
and babies, | write to express our strong support for the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the position of
Surgeon General of the United States. It is vitally important to report Dr. Murthy’s nomination to the full
Senate as quickly possible so that he can fully engage in responding to the ongoing public health emergency
caused by COVID-19 pandemic.

The U.S. Surgeon General provides vital counsel to the Secretary of Health and Human Services on public
health and medical issues, in addition to serving as the head of the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned
Corps. As such, it has traditionally been the role of the Surgeon General to be “America’s doctor,” attuned to
the health care needs and priorities of all Americans. The Surgeon General has singular opportunities to use his
or her position to call attention to vital health issues, educate Americans, and help shape public discourse on
the nation’s health. Dr. Murthy possesses all the qualification and qualities for the position of Surgeon General.
His extensive accomplishments in the medical, business and academic communities reflect a keen intellect,
tremendous energy, and a passion to improve patient health. His combination of experience and expertise in
these fields give him unique insights into both the challenges and opportunities facing our health care system.

Dr. Murthy previously served as the Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017, and we believe he is well-positioned
to serve the country again in this role. During his previous service, Dr. Murthy led important public health
initiatives focusing on topics such as obesity, mental health, childhood immunization, and addiction. As Vice
Admiral of the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, Dr. Murthy also helped manage the country’s
response to Ebola and Zika, experience that will prove invaluable in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. In
addition, Dr. Murthy’s recent work as co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board during the Biden-Harris
Transition will enable him to get started on day one to support the federal government’s pandemic response.

Prior to his tenure as Surgeon General, Dr. Murthy made valuable contributions through his service on the
Advisory Group on Prevention, Health Promotion, and Integrative and Public Health, which advises the
Secretary of Health and Human Services on the National Prevention Strategy and top preventive health
priorities. Given his past experience with health education and grassroots organizing, Dr. Murthy can be
expected to have an energetic social media presence, which is a vital tool for reaching and educating many
Americans about a range of health issues. March of Dimes looks forward to working again with Dr. Murthy as
Surgeon General on initiatives to address our nation’s maternal and infant public health crisis.
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We appreciate the opportunity to offer our strong support for Dr. Murthy’s nomination. If we can provide
additional information, please do not hesitate to contact KJ Hertz, Senior Director, Federal Affairs
(khertz@marchofdimes.org, 571.969.8655).

Sincerely,

@0 D Mt

Rahul Gupta, MD, MPH, MBA, FACP
Senior Vice President & Chief Medical and Health Officer
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Association of

American Medical Colleges

655 K Street, NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC 20001-2399
T 202 828 0400

aamc.org

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair

Senate Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions Committee
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Senate Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions Committee
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

I write to express support of the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) for the
nomination of The Honorable Vivek Murthy, MD, as Surgeon General of the United States.

The AAMC is a not-for-profit association dedicated to transforming health through medical
education, health care, medical research, and community collaborations. Its members are all 155
accredited U.S. and 17 accredited Canadian medical schools; more than 400 teaching hospitals
and health systems, including Department of Veterans Affairs medical centers; and more than 70
academic societies. Through these institutions and organizations, the AAMC leads and serves
America’s medical schools and teaching hospitals and their more than 179,000 full-time faculty
members, 92,000 medical students, 140,000 resident physicians, and 60,000 graduate students
and postdoctoral researchers in the biomedical sciences.

As you know, the Surgeon General not only oversees the U.S. Public Health Service
Commissioned Corps (USPHS) and the Civilian Volunteer Medical Reserve Corps, but also
provides Americans with the best scientific information available on how to improve their health
and reduce the risk of illness and injury. Among other initiatives, during his tenure as the 19th
Surgeon General, Dr. Murthy issued, “Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon General’s
Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health,” the first Surgeon General’s report on addiction, and a
call to action to health professionals around the opioid epidemic. This crisis has heightened in
urgency in the last few years, particularly during the pandemic, and Dr. Murthy’s leadership and
experience will be essential.
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For years, Dr. Murthy also has been outspoken about the public health implications of isolation,
loneliness, and stress. This expertise will be particularly relevant during and after the COVID-19
pandemic to promote well-being within the general public and among frontline clinicians who
have been serving their communities under harrowing conditions over the past year.

Both of these areas — preventing, identifying, and treating substance use disorders and supporting
the well-being of our nation’s health care workforce and their communities — have been high
priorities for the AAMC, and we look forward to working with Dr. Murthy to continue that work
and other important efforts. With the wide range of public health and health care challenges
facing the population, the AAMC believes that Dr. Murthy will offer a powerful vision for
improving the health of people everywhere. We support his nomination and urge the Committee
and the full Senate to vote to confirm him expeditiously. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Do § Zhobor

David J. Skorton, MD
President and Chief Executive Officer
Association of American Medical Colleges

cc: The Honorable Chuck Schumer, Senate Majority Leader
The Honorable Mitch McConnell, Senate Minority Leader
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March 12, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Senate Committee on Health, Education,
Labor & Pensions Labor & Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the American Psychological Association (APA), I write to urge the Committee to
report the nomination of Dr. Vivek H. Murthy as Surgeon General of the United States swiftly
and favorably to the full Senate. APA is the largest scientific and professional organization
representing psychology in the United States with nearly 122,000 researchers, educators,
clinicians, consultants, and students as members. Our mission is to advance the creation,
communication, and application of psychological knowledge to benefit society and improve
people’s lives.

Dr. Murthy is uniquely qualified to serve as Surgeon General at this moment in our nation’s
history, given both his years of experience leading public health programs and his substantial
expertise on the major public health challenges facing our country: COVID-19 and other viral
diseases; opioid and other substance use disorders; mental health problems and social isolation;
and health disparities. As a member of the President’s COVID-19 Response Team, Dr. Murthy
has helped coordinate the federal response to the pandemic and ensure that the negative mental
health impacts of the pandemic are not forgotten. According to our recent Stress in America™
survey, people are experiencing more stress now than compared to any point during 2020, with
80 percent of respondents reporting the coronavirus pandemic is a significant source of stress in
their lives. This was particularly acute among essential workers, who were more than twice as
likely to have been diagnosed with a mental health disorder since the beginning of the
pandemic.! Dr. Murthy recognizes these realities and will be able to use the position of Surgeon
General to address the growing mental health challenges facing the nation and the long-lasting
effects of the pandemic in the years to come.

! American Psychological Association (2021). Stress in America: January 2021 Stress Snapshot.
https://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/stress/202 1/stress-snapshot-january.pdf.

APA.ORG

APASERVICES.ORG
750 First Street, NE 202.336.5800

Advocating for APA members and psychology Washington, DC 20002-4242  202.336.6123 TDD
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During his previous tenure as Surgeon General, Dr. Murthy dedicated significant time and
energy to addressing the opioid epidemic, issuing the first ever Surgeon General’s Report on
Alcohol, Drugs, and Health, and launching a national campaign to educate providers and the
public about the importance of safe prescribing of opioids. Dr. Murthy has also been an
outspoken proponent of addressing the impact of social isolation and loneliness on the well-
being of individuals and communities. Research has shown that the effects of loneliness and
isolation can be as damaging to health as other well-known risk factors, such as obesity and
smoking.

Dr. Murthy recognizes the importance of suicide prevention and is willing to take a stand to
protect the lives of those most at risk for suicide, including our nation’s veterans. Approximately
60 percent of all firearm deaths in the U.S. are suicides, and suicide attempts using a firearm are
the most likely to be fatal.2 Veterans are more greatly impacted by firearm suicide, which
accounts for nearly 70 percent of veteran suicide deaths.® During his previous tenure as Surgeon
General, Dr. Murthy played a critical role in securing funding for research on firearm suicide
prevention. Recently, to further address the issue of veteran suicide in particular, President
Trump established the President’s Roadmap to Empower Veterans and End the National Tragedy
of Suicide (PREVENTS) Task Force. The Task Force report included a recommendation to
increase implementation of programs focused on lethal means safety, including increased access
to safe storage and training for providers in firearm suicide prevention.* Dr. Murthy’s work in
this extremely critical area, including a partnership with the Veterans Health Administration
while Surgeon General, will be important in continuing to make strides to mitigate death by
suicide.

Finally, Dr. Murthy has demonstrated a commitment to prevention and health improvement for
all populations. Throughout his career, he has remained dedicated to addressing the health
disparities that have been highlighted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Dr. Murthy understands that
economic inequality, discrimination, stigma, and other social determinants of health are among
the root causes of disparities we see among racial and ethnic minorities’ access to health care
services. As these populations continue to be disproportionately impacted by COVID-19, Dr.
Murthy’s efforts to improve access to care and eliminate health disparities will be more
important than ever for our nation.

In closing, we would like to thank you in advance for your serious consideration of Dr. Murthy
for Surgeon General. Dr. Murthy is a well-respected public health expert whose decades of

2 National Institutes of Health, Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research. (2020, September 30). N/H
awards grants for firearm injury and mortality prevention research [Press Release]. https://obssr.od.nih.gov/nih-
awards-grants-for-firearm-injury-and-mortality -prevention-research/

3 Department of Veterans Affairs 2020 National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual Report. (2020).
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-
11-2020-508.pdf.

4 PREVENTS: The President’s Roadmap to Empower Veterans and End the National Tragedy of Suicide. (2021).
The PREVENTS Roadmap. https:/www.va.gov/PREVENTS/docs/PRE-007-The-PREVENTS-Roadmap-1-

2_508.pdf
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expertise are vitally needed as the nation faces a once-in-a-lifetime public health crisis. We urge
the Committee move quickly to favorably refer Dr. Murthy’s nomination to the full Senate.

Sincerely,

7

Arthur C. Evans Jr., PhD
Chief Executive Officer
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& APHA

AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION
For science. For action. For health.

February 23, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Senate Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the American Public Health Association, a diverse community of public health professionals
who champion the health of all people and communities, I write to express our full support for the
nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to serve as surgeon general. The highly qualified Dr. Murthy’s
experience serving as the 19" surgeon general of the United States makes him an ideal candidate for this
critical public health role as we work to protect the nation from the COVID-19 pandemic.

As you know, the surgeon general has several important duties that include serving as the leader of the
U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, chairing the National Prevention Council and serving
as the nation’s doctor to communicate the best scientific information available on health promotion and
disease and injury prevention. I am confident that Dr. Murthy is fully prepared to once again serve our
nation in these three critical roles and to advise the president and other members of the admiration on
other important public health issues including the nation’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Under Dr. Murthy’s leadership, the Corps played a significant role in protecting the public during the
Ebola and Zika outbreaks and in protecting the public during the Flint water crisis. His past experience is
essential as the Corps will continue to play an important role in protecting the health of the nation during
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. During his time as surgeon general, he also focused his efforts on
addressing a number of critical public health issues including the opioid crisis, the youth e-cigarette use
epidemic and the need to increase physical activity to reduce the risk of chronic disease and premature
death in the United States. APHA was pleased to work closely with Dr. Murthy on many of the important
initiatives he led and we look forward to working with him once again on these and other pressing public
health issues.

We strongly endorse his nomination and urge the Senate’s swift confirmation. Please feel free to contact
me with any questions regarding our support for his nomination.

Sincerely,

JMY(‘%—,;,

Georges C. Benjamin, MD
Executive Director

800 I Street, NW « Washington, DC 20001-3710
202-777-2742 « www.apha.org
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David Einhorn

March 1, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

As a business leader, investor, and philanthropist interested in addressing America’s crisis of connection,
| am writing to express my strong support for the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the position of
Surgeon General of the United States.

Dr. Murthy is a highly qualified and passionate leader and internal medicine physician with many years
of public health experience. Dr. Murthy previously served as the Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017,
and we believe he is well-positioned to serve the country again in this role.

During his previous service, Dr. Murthy led important public health initiatives focusing on topics such as
obesity, mental health, loneliness, childhood immunization, and addiction. As Vice Admiral of the U.S.
Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, Dr. Murthy also helped manage the country’s response to
Ebola and Zika, experience that will prove invaluable in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, Dr.
Murthy’s recent work as co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board during the Biden-Harris Transition will
enable him to get started on day one to support the federal government’s pandemic response.

In recent years, | have become concerned about America's growing crisis of connection, characterized by
increasing loneliness, polarization, division, dehumanization, and fear. Dr. Murthy's research and
writings—including his book Together: The Healing Power of Human Connection in a Sometimes Lonely
World—have been a key source of knowledge on this issue and as Surgeon General he will be
instrumental in advancing the science and practice of empathy, mutual understanding, and relationship
building.

There is a community of scholars, practitioners, and civic leaders who are looking forward to partnering
with Dr. Murthy to address loneliness right now. | encourage you to learn more by reading this recent
opinion piece in The Hill by Professors Marc Brackett (Yale University), Niobe Way (New York University),
and Rick Weissbourd (Harvard University).

| appreciate the opportunity to offer my strong support for Dr. Vivek Murthy’s nomination. Thank you
for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Loy Bl

David Einhorn

140 E 45th Street, Floor 24, New York, NY 10017 « 212-973-1900
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AAFP

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Health, Education, Labor & Pensions
Committee Committee

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP), which represents 136,700

family physicians and medical students across the country, | write to again support the nomination of
Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. for the position of Surgeon General of the United States. Dr. Murthy is a
well-respected physician with decades of public health experience, who will again serve the country
well in this role.

As an internal medicine physician, Dr. Murthy knows firsthand the important role that primary care
physicians play in ensuring access, addressing health disparities, and has been a strong advocate
supporting high quality affordable care for all. All of these have been long-time priorities of the AAFP.

In November 2019, Dr. Murthy was named co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board to help the
incoming Biden administration coordinate its response to the COVID-19 public health emergency
(PHE). In this capacity, he helped develop the federal government’s pandemic response and speed
up vaccine production and distribution, which AAFP has advocated for as well as the inclusion of
primary care in vaccine distribution. This experience will allow Dr. Murthy to immediately help lead the
federal government's response to the ongoing pandemic.

Dr. Murthy previously served as the Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017. During this time, Dr. Murthy
lead several public health initiatives to improve the nation’s overall health, including the national
response to the opioid crisis, the rising use of e-cigarettes, and mental health challenges. He also led
the U.S. Public Health Service and its Commissioned Corps, managing the nation’s response to
Ebola and Zika as well as the Flint, M| drinking water crisis.

In Dr. Murthy’s career as the 19t Surgeon General, a physician at Brigham and Women’s Hospital,
and as an instructor at Harvard Medical School, he has demonstrated many important leadership
qualities that will contribute to his success as the 21st Surgeon General. Perhaps the two most
important are a clear belief in the importance of preventive health and the ability to communicate the
principles of effective health care to a wide and diverse population. As the “nation’s doctor,” the
Surgeon General is particularly important in bringing to Americans the message of preventive health.
With Dr. Murthy’s active role on the National Advisory Group on Prevention, Health Promotion and
Integrative and Public Health, he has shown his ability and commitment to deliver that message, and
to do so effectively.

President President-elect Board Chair Directors
Ada Stewart, MD Sterling Ransone, MD  Gary LeRoy, MD James Ellzy, MD, Washington, DC Jennifer Brull, MD, Plainville, KS
Columbia, SC Deltaville, VA Dayton, OH Dennis Gingrich, MD, Hershey, PA Mary Campagnolo, MD, Borderntown, NJ

Tochi Iroku-Malize, MD, Bay Shore, NY  Todd Shaffer, MD, Lee’s Summit, MO
Speaker Vice Speaker Executive Vice President Andrew Carroll, MD, Chandler, AZ Danielle Carter, MD (New Physician Member), Jacksonville, FL
Alan Schwartzstein, MD  Russell Kohl, MD R. Shawn Martin Steven Furr, MD, Jackson, AL Anna Askari, MD (Resident Member), Paim Desert, CA
Oregon, WI Stilwell, KS Leawood, KS Margot Savoy, MD, Media, PA Cynthia Ciccotelli (Student Member), Yardley, PA

1133 CONNECTICUT AVE,, NW,, STE. 1100 | WASHINGTON, DC 20 (800) 7947481 202) 232:9033
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February 24, 2021
Page 2 of 2

Dr. Murthy is an innovative leader, who has established two non-profit organizations to promote
health care and one technology company to improve the quality and efficiency of clinical trials. By
showing that he has the skills needed to bridge generations and diverse groups of people, he will be
a Surgeon General who will appeal to Americans of all ages and cultural backgrounds.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer our support for the nomination of Dr. Murthy for Surgeon
General. If you have additional questions, please reach out to John Aguilar, Manager of Legislative

Affairs, at jaquilar@aafp.org.

Sincerely,

i;w)(,( %%,MD,FAAF‘P

Gary L. LeRoy, MD, FAAFP
Board Chair
American Academy of Family Physicians
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN INDIAN PHYSICIANS

1225 Sovereign Row, Suite 103 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Oklahoma City, OK 73108 Mary Owen, MD (Tlingit)
Tel: (405) 946-7072 President
Fax: (405) 946-7651 R. Kim Hartwig, MD (Nez Perce)

Treasurer

Charlene Hansen, MD (Navajo)
Secretary

Jonathan Baines, MD, PhD (Tlingit/Tsimshian)
At Large Director

Allison Kelliher, MD (Koyukon Athabascan)

At Large Director
February 24, 2021 Melissa Begay, MD (Dind)
At Large Director

Shaquita Bell, MD (Cherokee)
At Large Director

The Honorable Patty Murray Chair
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions

United States Senate Washington, DC 20510
Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

The Honorable Richard Burr Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions

United States Senate Washington, DC 20510

On behalf of the Association of American Indian Physicians, | would like to express our
support for President Biden’s nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. to the

position of Surgeon General of the United States. Dr. Murthy is a well-respected internal
medicine physician specialist with decades of public health experience, who wil| again
serve the country and American Indians and Alaska Natives well in this role. It is vitally
important to report Dr. Murthy’s nomination to the full Senate as quickly passible so that
he can fully engage in responding to the ongoing public health emergency (PHE)
caused by COVID-19 pandemic.

The Association of American Indian Physicians is a physician membership assaciation
largely comprised of American Indian and Alaska Native provider’s.

Dr. Murthy previously served as the Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017 in exemplary
fashion purposely extending outreach to American Indians and Alaska Natives. During
this time, Dr. Murthy lead several public health initiatives to improve nation’s

overall health, including the natjonal response to the opioid crisis, the rising use of e-
cigarettes, the health impacts of climate change, and mental health challenges, such as
the detrimental effects of loneliness. Dr. Murthy also led the U.S. Public Health Service
and its Commissioned Corps, managing the nation’s response to Ebola and Zika as well
as the Flint, Ml drinking water crisis.

Dr. Murthy has extensive experience with protecting the public’s health, in¢luding
serving on the U.S. Presidential Advisory Council on Preventjon, Health Promotion, and
Integrative and Public Health; co- founding VISIONS Worldwide in 1995, a non-profit
organizatipn focused on HIV/AIDS education in India and the United States; and co-

Website: www.aaip.org
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founding TrialNetworks, an organization aimed at optimizing the quality and efficiency of
clinical operations at each stage of a trial from feasibility through closeout.

AAIP strongly encourages the HELP Committee to swiftly report to the full Senate the
appointment of Dr. Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the United States.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Respectively,

Mary Owen, MD (Tlinkit)
President
Association of American Indian Physicians
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February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patricia Murray

Chairwoman

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
154 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
217 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

RE: Letter Supporting the Confirmation of Dr. Vivek H. Murthy as U.S. Surgeon General
Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

As the 19th Surgeon General of the United States, Vice Admiral Vivek H. Murthy amassed a
track record of considerable accomplishment.

e He helped to curb outbreaks of Ebola, Zika and the Measles by providing timely,
compelling and accurate information to the public on how to prevent and contain the
spread of the diseases;

e He published seminal reports on physical activity, addiction and the threats of e-
cigarettes to young people;

e He galvanized parents, health practitioners and community leaders to treat more than
9,000 children impacted by lead poisoning in Flint, Michigan;

e He brought about much-needed reforms to modernize the U.S. Public Health Service
Commissioned Corps;

e Heissued a directive to every single doctor and nurse practitioner in the country to stem
the tide of the opioid epidemic by changing the way they prescribe pain medication;

e He called for an end to conversion therapy that has caused significant harm to LGBTQ
Americans;

o He co-chaired the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders,
helping to marshal resources that improved government data collection and increased the
communities’ participation in federal programs; and

e He used the bully pulpit of his office to destigmatize mental health challenges and
provide the public with the tools and resources to improve their emotional well-being.

He did all of this and much more in just the first half of a four-year term that was abruptly cut
short in April of 2017 — the second shortest tenure of any Surgeon General in 150 years. As a
private citizen, Dr. Murthy’s mission continued as an author, consultant and highly valued
medical practitioner whose advice and counsel helped shape public and private sector responses
to the COVID-19 pandemic. It was that expertise that led President Joseph R. Biden to turn to
Dr. Murthy as his top COVID-19 advisor.
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Dr. Murthy is a trusted scientist with the experience and qualifications to lead our public health
apparatus in this moment of global crisis. In a career that spans more than 25 years, he has built
significant expertise, not only in medical science, but also community-based care, health equity,
public interest technology and public health communications. He is a respected voice who has
won bipartisan acclaim for his clear and thoughtful messages about how to improve the health of
an individual, a community and the nation. As the first Asian American and the first Indian
American to hold this position, he embodies the incredible contributions and achievements of
countless immigrants and refugees from our communities - scientists and caretakers - who
helped build one of the greatest health systems in the world.

We know Dr. Murthy. We have worked with him and have seen his compassion and integrity up
close. He is a servant leader with the right temperament to earn and preserve the public’s
confidence. Now, more than ever, we need public health officials that the American people --
and, frankly, people across the globe -- can look to for reliable information on their health and
the health of their communities. Dr. Murthy is that person. He was that person when he met with
native people in Alaska and Black medical students in Tennessee. He was that person when he
advised small business owners in Florida and college graduates in Arizona. He was that person
when he cycled with police officers who were part of a mobile Naloxone unit in Washington
State and when he launched a listening tour in North Carolina. He is always that person.

Therefore, we the undersigned community leaders and advocates representing the interests of
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, respectfully ask you to confirm Dr. Vivek H. Murthy to
serve as the 21st Surgeon General of the United States.

Sincerely,

Bel Leong-Hong
Chair, Democratic National Committee AAPI Caucus
Gaithersburg, MD

Adrianne George, Member
DNC & AAPI Caucus Member, Democrats Abroad
Sweden, SE

Amy Fan
Co-Chair, Taiwanese Americans for Progress

Amy Watanabe
Co-chair, Japanese Americans for Biden
Los Angeles, CA

Angelito Tenorio
Chair, Democratic Party of Wisconsin AAPI Caucus (ad hoc status)
West Allis, WI
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Anis Ahmed
National Director, Bangladeshis for Biden National Council
North Potomac, MD

Anita Somani
Co-chair, Physicians Action Network
Columbus, OH

Anne Shaw
Co-Chair, Women of Color Coalition
Chicago, IL

Aryani Ong
Co-Chair, Chinese Americans for Biden
Washington, DC

Ashley Cheng
DNC Member
Austin, TX

Barbara Goldberg Goldman
Co-Chair, Democratic Women of Maryland Action Network
Potomac, MD

Benjamin Oh
Co-Chair, Young Asian Americans for Biden
Philadelphia, PA

Brad Jenkins
Founder, RUN AAPI
Washington, DC

Brooke Lierman
Community Activist
Baltimore, MD

Cam T. Ashling
Chair, Georgia Advancing Progress PAC (GAPPAC)
Atlanta, GA

Cam T. Ashling
Chair, Asian American Action Fund - GA Chapter
Atlanta, GA

Caroline Fan
Communications Director, Asian American Action Fund
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St. Louis, MO

Chrissy Erguiza
Member, Democratic Party of Oregon's Asian American & Pacific Islander Caucus
Portland, OR

Cora Quisumbing-King
Co-chair, New Hampshire Democratic Partic Asian American & Pacific Islander Caucus
Dover NH

Dan Santos
Chair, AAPI Democratic Caucus of Nevada
Las Vegas, NV

David Lee
Co-Chair, Texas AAPI Victory Project
Houston, TX

David Lee
President, Texas Signal
Houston, TX

Deepa Sharma
Treasurer, California Democratic Party Asian Pacific Islander Caucus
Lafayette, CA

Devang Shah
Member, Maryland Democratic Party AAPI Leadership Council
Rockville, MD

Dhaval Shah
Howard County Democratic Central Committee Treasurer
Columbia, MD

Doua Thor
Co-chair, Hmong Americans for Biden
Elk Grove, CA

Esther Lee
Former Secretary of Commerce and Trade, Commonwealth of Virginia
McLean, VA

Felipe Morales
LatinxVoice
Milwaukee, W1

Francey Lim Youngberg
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Former Deputy Assistant Secretary, U.S. of Department Housing and Urban Development
Alexandria, VA

Filipino Americans for Biden Harris

Gene Kim
National Co-Chair, Korean Americans for Biden
San Mateo, CA

Hana Mariah Hatta
State Committee - Democratic Party of Arkansas;
Little Rock, AR

Harini Krishnan
Member, California Democratic Party Delegate/Platform Committee
Hillsborough, CA

Hoan Dang
Past Chair, Maryland Democratic Party AAPI Leadership Council
Silver Spring, MD

Howard Chou
Firsts Vice Chair, Colorado Democratic Party
Denver, CO

Irene Bueno
Asian American Action Fund
Washington, DC

JC Chang
Co-Chair, Taiwanese Americans for Progress

Jerry Raburn
Co-chair, Thai Americans For Biden
Los Angeles, CA

Jill Nash
Co-Founder, Women for Biden Harris Digital
San Francisco, CA

Jonathon Rowland
Baltimore City Chair, Maryland Democratic Party AAPI Diversity Leadership
Council Baltimore, MD

Joshua Ang Price
President & Co-founder, AAPI Caucus
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Little Rock, AR

Katie Nguyen Kalvoda
Founder, Asian Americans Rising
CA

Khyati Joshi
South Asian American Caucus Steering Committee Member, NJ State Democratic
Committee  Wayne, NJ

Kishan Putta
Chair, District of Columbia AAPI Democratic Caucus
Washington, DC

Ling Luo
Founder, Asian Americans Democratic Club
Houston, TX

Loren Nadres
Board Member, Asian American Action Fund
New York, NY

Maeley Tom
Former Member, DNC Executive Committee
Sacramento, CA

Mala Patel
Co-Founder, Asian American Action Fund - Tristate Chapter

Martha Love
DNC Member, Democratic Party of Wisconsin
Milwaukee, W1

May yer Thao
Co-Chair, Wisconsin AAPIs for Biden
Fox Point, WI

Melahat Rafiei
DNC Member, California Democratic Party
Orange County, CA

Melissa Ramoso
Chair, California Democratic Party Asian Pacific Islander Caucus

CA

Michael A. White
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Member, DNC AAPI Caucus
Saipan, MP

Mike Fong
Former Chair, California Democratic Party API Caucus

MR Rangaswami
Founder, Indiaspora
San Francisco, CA

Murali Balaji
Co-Chair, Hindu Americans for Biden
Philadelphia, PA

Neha Dewan,
National Director, South Asians for Biden
New York, NY

Neil Makhija
Executive Director, IMPACT
Philadelphia, PA

Nisha Ramachandran
Chair, Desis for Progress
Washington, DC

Olivia Lee
Recording Secretary, Los Angeles County Democratic Party
Los Angeles, CA

Praveen Meyyan
Chair, Democratic Asian Americans of Virginia
VA

Priya Sundareshan
Caucus Lead, Arizona Democratic Party AAPI Caucus
Tucson, AZ

Rachel Green
Co-Chair, Women of Color Coalition
NJ

Rehan Reza
Chairman, Asian American Pacific Islanders Caucus of Kansas
Topeka, KS
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Riju Das
Organizing Chair, Connecticut AAPI Democratic Caucus
Hartford, CT

S. Floyd Mori
Co-chair, Japanese Americans for Biden
Salt Lake City, UT

Sachin Chheda
High Ground Institute
Milwaukee, WI

Sachin H. Jain
Founder, South Asian Healthcare Leadership Forum
Los Angeles, CA

Sam Cho
President, Korean American Coalition of Washington
Seattle, WA

Sam Shim
Chair, Ohio Democratic Party Asian American & Pacific Islander Caucus
Columbus, OH

Sangeeta Rao
Co-Chair, Arlington Dems AAPI Caucus
Arlington, VA

Sara Le Brusq
Interim President, New American Leaders Action Fund
New York, NY

Sean Hassan
Elected Trustee, Austin Community College, Board of Trustees
Austin, TX

Sim J. Singh
National Director, Sikh Americans for Biden
Washington, DC

Sumathi C. Madhure, Co-chair
New Hampshire Democrtic Party AAPI Caucus
Nashua, NH

Toral Patel & Afsheen Shamsi
Co-chairs, New Jersey DSC South Asian American Caucus
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NJ

Trung Ta
Chair, Vietnamese Americans for Biden
Huntington Beach, CA

Tyler Dos Santos-Tam
Chair, Democratic Party of Hawai‘i
Honolulu, HI

Usha Reddi
Committeewoman, Kansas Democratic Party
Manbhattan, KS

Vaibhav Jain
Co-chair, Jain Americans for Biden
White Plains, NY

Winnie Tang
President, Florida Asian Women Alliance
Miami, FL

Wylie Chen, Co-Chair
Chinese Americans for Biden
Washington, DC
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SACP

American College of Physicians
Leading Internal Medicine, Improving Lives

February 10, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the American College of Physicians (ACP), | would like to express our strongest
possible support for President Biden’s nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. to the position
of Surgeon General of the United States. Dr. Murthy is a well-respected internal medicine
physician specialist with decades of public health experience, who will again serve the country
well in this role. It is vitally important to report Dr. Murthy’s nomination to the full Senate as
quickly possible so that he can fully engage in responding to the ongoing public health
emergency (PHE) caused by COVID-19 pandemic.

The American College of Physicians is the largest medical specialty organization and the second-
largest physician membership society in the United States. ACP members include 163,000
internal medicine physicians (internists), related subspecialists, and medical students. Internal
medicine physicians are specialists who apply scientific knowledge and clinical expertise to the
diagnosis, treatment, and compassionate care of adults across the spectrum from health to
complex illness. Internal medicine specialists treat many of the patients at greatest risk from
COVID-19, including the elderly and patients with pre-existing conditions like diabetes, heart
disease and asthma.

In November 2019, Dr. Murthy was named co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board to help the
incoming Biden administration coordinate its response to the COVID-19 PHE. In this capacity, he
aided in formulating the federal government’s pandemic response regarding vaccine supply and
distribution as well as the use of the Defense Production Act (DPA). The Biden administration
has since used the DPA to help speed up response, including vaccine production. This
experience and familiarization will allow Dr. Murthy to immediately hit the ground running to
help lead the federal government’s response to the COVID PHE.

Dr. Murthy previously served as the Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017 in exemplary fashion.
During this time, Dr. Murthy lead several public health initiatives to improve the nation’s overall
health, including the national response to the opioid crisis, the rising use of e-cigarettes, the

25 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20001-7401 | 202-261-4500, 800-338-2746 | www.acponline.org
190 N Independence Mall West, Philadelphia, PA 19106-1572 | 215-351-2400, 800-523-1546 | www.acponline.org
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health impacts of climate change, and mental health challenges, such as the detrimental effects
of loneliness. Dr. Murthy also led the U.S. Public Health Service and its Commissioned Corps,
managing the nation’s response to Ebola and Zika as well as the Flint, Ml drinking water crisis.

Prior to being Surgeon General, Dr. Murthy was an esteemed faculty member at Harvard
Medical School and hospitalist at Brigham and Women'’s Hospital in Boston, Massachusetts. He
was a strong advocate for making health insurance coverage available to all Americans through
the Affordable Care Act and is a proven leader who can build coalitions among diverse
individuals to ensure better health for our communities. Additionally, Dr. Murthy had extensive
experience with protecting the public’s health, including serving on the U.S. Presidential
Advisory Council on Prevention, Health Promotion, and Integrative and Public Health; co-
founding VISIONS Worldwide in 1995, a non-profit organization focused on HIV/AIDS education
in India and the United States; and co-founding TrialNetworks, an organization aimed at
optimizing the quality and efficiency of clinical operations at each stage of a trial from feasibility
through closeout.

Therefore, ACP strongly encourages the HELP Committee to swiftly report to the full Senate the

appointment of Dr. Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the United States. Thank you
for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline W. Fincher, MD, MACP
President
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ACTB>CHANGE

P.O. Box 23112
Washington, DC 20026
www.acttochange.org

February 26, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of Act To Change, we strongly support the nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D.,
M.B.A. to the position of Surgeon General of the United States. Dr. Murthy is a champion for the
physical, mental, social and emotional health of our nation's children. He is a tireless
anti-bullying advocate and a proven leader who builds coalitions among diverse communities to
ensure better health for our country. We believe he will again serve the nation well in this role,
especially at this critical time of crisis.

Act To Change is a national non-profit organization dedicated to combating bullying and hate,
especially among Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) youth. Act To Change envisions
a world where all youth-- including from the AAPI, Sikh, Muslim, LGBTQI, and immigrant
communities-- have the opportunity to grow up feeling supported and proud of who they are. Act
To Change supports youth agency in responding to bullying with healthy ways, connects
students with culturally-responsive resources, and advocates for systemic change.

Since our organization's inception, Dr. Murthy has been an avid supporter of our mission to end
bullying in the AAPI community. Act To Change originally launched in 2015 as a public
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awareness campaign under President Barack Obama’s White House Initiative on Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders (WHIAAPI) in which Dr. Murthy served as co-chair. As Act To
Change transitioned out of the White House to a grassroots movement, Dr. Murthy provided
invaluable support as we became a 501(c)(3) organization in 2018. We were honored to have Dr.
Murthy serve as the first member of Act To Change’s inaugural Advisory Council.

Bullying is a significant public health challenge facing our country. Many students are being
bullied in schools due to increasingly anti-immigrant and xenophobic discourse. Unfortunately,
many AAPI youth who are bullied also face cultural, religious, and language barriers to getting
help. As a well-respected physician and public health expert, Dr. Murthy is keenly aware of the
consequences of bullying on the physical, mental, and emotional well-being of children and
young adults. As bullying and hate crimes against AAPISs rise across the country, Dr. Murthy’s
extensive training, background and passion for emotional health is a critical asset, now more than
ever.

Dr. Murthy has been an invaluable partner in our movement to ensure that all youth feel
supported in the development of their identity, and empowered to share their stories. Dr. Murthy
advocates for the victims of bullying, while also seeking to understand and address the
perpetrators who are often struggling themselves. We are continually humbled by Dr. Murthy’s
dedication to building more inclusive spaces for youth, especially those from communities of
color.

We also support the government’s commitment to diverse leadership. It is important to build a
government that truly reflects the rich diversity of our country, including Asian American
representation in top leadership roles. In addition, Dr. Murthy has the background and experience
of working with diverse communities, and this perspective is critical in serving as Surgeon
General when the government must respond to the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact across
the nation.

We strongly urge the swift appointment of Dr. Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the
United States. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Act To Change Board of Directors

Maulik Pancholy, Chair & Co-Founder
Rebecca Lee, Managing Director & Co-Founder

Jill Yu, Managing Director & Co-Founder
Belinda Lei, Managing Director
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ADDICTION
CRI1S1S
SOLUTIONS

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

As President and Co-Founder of Addiction Crisis Solutions, and as an addiction
medicine and psychiatric physician specialist, | am writing to support
President Biden’s nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. to again assume
the position of Surgeon General of the United States.

While Dr. Murthy has been focusing his attention most recently on the COVID-
19 pandemic, in his tenure as the 19th Surgeon General of the United States he
focused on areas with which we will continue to grapple in the next years, such
as our worsening overdose epidemic and the mental health challenges our
population faces due to the impact of the pandemic. Dr Murthy’s leadership in
our public health crisis related to substance use, misuse, and addiction, led to
the first Surgeon General’s Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health. This effort
helped drive the conversation about drug use in America and focused on the
science of addiction and needs for changes in our care system.

Our public health emergency requires the leadership of Dr. Murthy, who
knows both his field and this role and can therefore hit the ground running.
Our immediate needs include addressing COVID-19, our increasing overdose
rates, worsening mental health issues related to the pandemic, and other

312 S 4th St Suite 700, Louisville, KY 40202
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critical public health issues - and all of these are areas in which Dr. Murthy
focused his public health efforts. Dr. Murthy has excelled in the past as
Surgeon General in the focus most urgently needed - putting scientific
knowledge directly into public policy efforts.

As the Senate HELP committee addresses his nomination, we strongly urge you
rapidly report to the full Senate and hope that Dr. Murthy will quickly resume
his work on behalf of the public health of the United States.

Respectfully,

Kl fClante 0

Kelly J. Clark, MD, MBA, DFAPA, DFASAM
President, Addiction Crisis Solutions

312 S 4th St Suite 700, Louisville, KY 40202
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Washington, D.C. Office

@;’ American Hospital 800 10th Street, N.W.

Association™ Two CityCenter, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20001-4956
Advancing Health in America (202) 638-1100
March 4, 2021
The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chair Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of our nearly 5,000 member hospitals, health systems and other health care
organizations, our clinician partners, including more than 270,000 affiliated physicians,

2 million nurses and other caregivers — and the 43,000 health care leaders who belong to our
professional membership groups, the American Hospital Association (AHA) is pleased to
support the nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. as the Surgeon General of the United
States for the second time.

Dr. Murthy is a well-respected internal medicine specialist with decades of public health
experience. As the U.S. Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017, Dr. Murthy demonstrated strong
public health expertise, including helping to lead the response to Ebola, Zika and the opioid
crisis. He is a trusted voice and will be a valuable communicator with the American people.

Prior to being Surgeon General in 2014, Dr. Murthy was a faculty member at Harvard Medical
School and a hospitalist at Brigham and Women'’s Hospital in Boston. He has been a strong
leader for making health care insurance coverage available to all Americans. He has a strong
track record of being able to build coalitions with diverse voices to ensure healthier
communities.

The AHA looks forward to working with Dr. Murthy again if he is confirmed as U.S. Surgeon
General and supporting his critical work to improve health care across America. He is the right
person to help lead our national efforts to battle COVID-19 and allow for a return to a “new
normal” across the country.

Sincerely,

1

1

ichand J. Pollack
President and CEO
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AMA JAMES L. MADARA, MD ama-assn.org

ECUTIVE VICE PRES c t (312)464-5000
AMERICAN MEDICAL EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, CEO 3 C
ASSOCIATION

February 15, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor Committee on Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions and Pensions

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building 428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the physician and medical student members of the American Medical Association (AMA), it gives me
great pleasure to support the nomination of Vivek Murthy, MD, to be the Surgeon General of the United States Public
Health Service.

As the 19" Surgeon General during the Obama-Biden Administration, Dr. Murthy played a vital leadership role in the
efforts to protect the nation from the Zika and Ebola viruses. With new COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations at their
highest levels to date, Dr. Murthy ’s experience with these previous viral threats will be extremely helpful.

The AMA also worked closely with Dr. Murthy during his previous tenure as Surgeon General on the epidemic of
drug-related overdose deaths, a nationwide public health emergency that was already accelerating even before
COVID-19. Dr. Murthy issued a landmark report in 2016 on this epidemic, “Facing Addiction in America: The
Surgeon General’s Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health.” This report used scientific data to clearly explain that
addiction is a chronic disease, not a moral failing. It also demonstrated both the devastating toll of stigma on the lives
of patients with this disease and the potential for patients to lead satisfying, productive lives if access to evidence-
based treatment is expanded.

Dr. Murthy did groundbreaking work to address the destructive health impact of e-cigarette use, issuing the first-ever
report by a U.S. Surgeon General on e-cigarette use among youth and young adults. Dr. Murthy’s report came at a
time when e-cigarette use had exploded, growing 900 percent from 2011 to 2015, to make them the most commonly
used form of tobacco among youth in the US, surpassing all conventional tobacco products. Dr. Murthy’s report
pointed to the need to take action to protect our nation’s young people from being harmed by these products. Also,
although the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the adverse effects of stress and burnout on physicians and other
health professionals, Dr. Murthy began working to address this issue long ago.

Vivek Murthy, MD, is a visionary health care leader with vast experience tackling some of the toughest medical and
public health challenges our nation has faced. The AMA strongly urges that the Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions quickly recommend Dr. Murthy’s confirmation as Surgeon General of the US Public
Health Service.

Sincerely,

/_z%@

James L. Madara, MD

AMA PLAZA | 330 N. WABASH AVE. | SUITE 39300 | CHICAGO, IL 60611-5885
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March 1, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray Chair The Honorable Richard Burr Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the American Walks, | would like to express our strongest possible support for President
Biden’s nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. to the position of Surgeon General of the United
States. Dr. Murthy is a well-respected internal medicine physician specialist with decades of public
health experience, who will again serve the country well in this role. It is vitally important to report Dr.
Murthy’s nomination to the full Senate as quickly possible so that he can fully engage in responding to
the ongoing public health emergency (PHE) caused by COVID-19 pandemic.

America Walks is a national network of individuals and organizations that are working to advance safe,
accessible, equitable places to walk and move. We work with over 60,000 individuals and almost 500
organizations that are working to improve the walking condition in their neighborhoods and make
pedestrian safety a community priority for everyone. We worked with Dr. Murthy in the release of the
Surgeon General’s 2015 Call to Action for Promoting Walking and Walkable Communities. That Call has
been answered by 1000s of communities as they have worked to prevent chronic disease by making safe
walking an option. We all know how important physical activity is to lifelong health, walking is the
primary way that people get their activity. Thanks to past work by Dr. Murthy that opportunity is
available to more people in more places.

Dr. Murthy understands the importance of preventing diseases even as we focus on controlling the
pandemic. Making sure that communities have access to safe, public spaces and outdoor parks and
trails has been an essential element of staying safe and surviving during COVID. Dr. Murthy will bring
this awareness to his work to continue to improve the public’s health. He has helped coordinate the
Biden administration response to COVID and getting the vaccine supply distributed, that knowledge
coupled with his understanding of necessary community prevention infrastructure makes him the
perfect person to be Surgeon General and lead us to a healthy, active Covid-controlled future. We urge
you to confirm him as quickly as possible, the health of the nation depends on it.

Sincerely,

M. Katherine Kraft, Ph.D.
Senior Advisor and immediate past Executive Director

PO Box 70742
Bethesda, MD 20813
503 610 6619
www.americawalks.org
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2118 Plum Grove Road #201
contact@amhp.us

Rolling Meadows, IL 60008

American Muslim
Health Professionals

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC, 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

American Muslim Health Professionals (AMHP) would like to express its support for
President Biden’s nomination of Vivek Murthy, to the position of Surgeon General of the
United States. AMHP believes Dr. Murthy’s experience and qualifications make him an
exemplary public health leader, especially during this critical time in our nation’s history
when all of us are impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Dr. Murthy is an expert physician and public health champion and his rich political career
and background will contribute to his efficacy as a leader. Dr. Murthy has brought a
greater sense of prevention to this nation’s health and policy agenda and has proven his
dedication and commitment to improving the lives of all Americans with particular
attention to the underserved; an important aspect of AMHP’s mission. We have full
conviction that Dr. Murthy has the knowledge, resources, and requisite expertise to fully
engage the American public in responding to COVID-19 and other public health crises.
Dr. Murthy was an exceptional Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017 and led several
initiatives that targeted critical public health issues including the opioid crisis, mental
health awareness and the health impacts of climate change.

As a national public health nonprofit organization committed to professional
development, mental health, and advocacy for underserved communities, AMHP looks
forward to working with the newly appointed Surgeon General in support of the nation’s
health.

Sincerely,
Hasan Shanawani MD, MPH

President
American Muslim Health Professionals

MuslimHealth
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American Medical Student Association

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor Committee on Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions and Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the American Medical Student Association (AMSA), we would like to express our strongest
support for President Biden’s nominations of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. to the position of Surgeon
General of the United States, Xavier Becerra, J.D. to the position of Secretary of Health and Human
Services (HHS), and Rachel Levine, M.D. to the position of Assistant Secretary of HHS. AMSA is the
oldest and largest independent association of physicians-in-training in the United States committed to
representing the concerns of future physicians, advancing the interests of our patients, and improving the
nation’s health with over 70 years of activism.

Dr. Murthy is a trusted national voice on health issues and he is the crisis-tested leader we need for the
role of America’s Doctor. Dr. Murthy has dedicated his career to tackling some of the most pressing
health issues facing Americans, including fighting the opioid crisis, stemming the spread of deadly
viruses, and shining a light on the importance of mental health and well-being.

As one of the nation's experts on the COVID-19 pandemic, he served as the then-President-elect's top
COVID-19 advisor, and previously helped lead the nation's response to Ebola and Zika viruses. He is a
public health expert who is uniquely qualified to help the American people navigate the critical health
challenges ahead of us, including the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. We supported Dr. Murthy during his
previous nomination and we believe that he would be perfect for the job in this critical moment.

California Attorney General Becerra is the right choice to lead HHS both during this time of one crisis
compounded by another, and beyond, in this changing landscape of U.S. healthcare. He has spent his
career fighting to protect underserved communities and expand access to quality, affordable healthcare.
He has held drug companies accountable for their role in the opioid crisis, led a multi-state coalition to
protect the health and welfare of immigrant children being held in detention, and established a new
agency dedicated to protecting communities disproportionately impacted by public health hazards. As the
leader of the second-largest Justice Department in the nation, Attorney General Becerra has experience
managing a large and complex agency, and would be well-equipped to run HHS.

Dr. Rachel Levine is an accomplished pediatrician who is uniquely qualified to oversee the nation’s
public health policy. With a history of supporting adolescent, behavioral, and mental health, she has a
strong record of service as Pennsylvania's top doctor and as the state's health secretary. Her efforts in
navigating the COVID-19 pandemic, fighting the opioid epidemic, preventing chronic diseases, and
addressing health disparities in her state will carry forward in her role to protect the nation’s health. Dr.
Levine has the expertise that will be crucial in her leadership across the offices and programs at HHS.

1390 Chain Bridge Road # A130, McLean, VA 22101-3904 Phone (703) 620-6600 Fax (703) 620-6445 www.amsa.org
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This year has been filled with challenges that no one could have anticipated: a pandemic that is still not
under control, frontline workers and trainees left to fight without crucial tools, assaults on science and
public health, a national reckoning for racial injustice, a growing climate crisis, and threats to the very
fabric of our democracy. But in the midst of this myriad of trials, we stand poised for change at this time.

With the support of AMSA’s Board of Trustees, we believe Dr. Murthy, Attorney General Becerra, and
Dr. Levine will help steer the nation through a time of crisis and help secure a healthier future for

Americans. Therefore, AMSA strongly encourages the HELP Committee to report their appointments to
the full Senate. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

R

Ali H. Bokhari, D.O., M.P.H.
President, American Medical Student Association

CC: Members of the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
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AMWA

American Medical Women's Association

The Vison and Voice of Women in Medicine since 1915

February 25, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of the American Medical Women’s Association, we write to express our strong support for
the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the United States.

Dr. Murthy is a highly qualified and passionate leader who should be recognized for his many years
of public health experience. Given his previous service as Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017, we
believe he is well-positioned to meet the extraordinary medical challenges facing our nation at this
difficult and challenging time.

During his previous service, Dr. Murthy led important public health initiatives focusing on essential
health issues such as obesity, mental health, childhood immunization, and addiction, all of which are
of even more importance in pandemic times. We particularly applaud Dr. Murthy’s work in
addressing the opioid epidemic and his call-to-action on this important issue. As Vice Admiral of the
U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, Dr. Murthy also helped direct the country’s
response to both Ebola and Zika, experience that will prove invaluable in steering us through the
COVID-19 pandemic.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, he has worked with state and local officials, schools, businesses,
health care providers, and others to understand and navigate the complexities and challenges of the
pandemic across sectors. In addition, he has been an instrumental member of President Biden’s
COVID-19 transition team, helping to craft the President’s National Strategy for the COVID-19
Response and Pandemic Preparedness as co-chair of the COVID-19 Transition Advisory Board and
leader of the U.S. Health and Human Services Agency Review Team.

American Medical Women’s Association
Two Woodfield Lake o 1100 E Woodfield Road, Suite 350 e Schaumburg, IL 60173 e Telephone (847) 517-2801 o
Fax: (847) 517-7229 e www.amwa-doc.org
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Dr. Murthy’s recent work has focused extensively on the public health crisis of loneliness, deemed an
epidemic in recent government reports and now magnified across all segments and ages of our
population due to COVID-19. His expertise in this area is both timely and deep, which is exactly
what is needed as we seek to emerge from this pandemic.

The American Medical Women’s Association—founded in 1915—focuses on advancing quality,
accessible healthcare for all and advocating for equity in medicine. As a multi-specialty association
of women physicians, we believe that Dr. Murthy has the necessary qualifications and demonstrated
expertise to serve as Surgeon General at this time. We have and will continue to support the Office of
the Surgeon General in its work to improve the health of our nation.

We appreciate the opportunity to offer our strong support for Dr. Vivek Murthy’s nomination. Thank
you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

A At

Nicole Sandhu, MD, PHD
President
American Medical Women’s Association

Z/é.’(% % (_7[[/#\:/ P Md

Eliza Lo Chin, MD, MPH
Executive Director
American Medical Women'’s Association

American Medical Women’s Association
Two Woodfield Lake @ 1100 E Woodfield Road, Suite 350 e Schaumburg, IL 60173 e Telephone (847) 517-2801 o
Fax: (847) 517-7229 e www.amwa-doc.org
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February 24, 2021

The Honorable Richard Burr
Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions
430 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Patty Murray
Chairwoman

U.S. Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions
430 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

The American Psychiatric Association (APA), the national medical specialty society
representing more than 38,800 physician psychiatrists who treat mental health and
substance use disorders, supports the nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A., as the next
Surgeon General of the United States.

Dr. Murthy is a highly skilled and respected leader, with decades of public health experience
and great sensitivity to the mental health and substance use disorder-related needs of our
nation. As Surgeon General during President Obama’s Administration from 2014 to 2017,
Dr. Murthy worked closely with the APA to fight the opioid epidemic through education,
screening, and evidence-based treatment. He also provided important leadership to reshape
how Americans see addiction by talking about and treating it as a chronic illness, not a moral
failing.

As the co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board during the Biden-Harris Transition and
through his own writings, Dr. Murthy has brought much needed attention to the growing
public health concern of loneliness and isolation, including the need for coping tools to
combat these dangers. Dr. Murthy’s expertise and understanding that mental health and
physical health are intertwined will be an asset as our nation confronts the enormous mental
health and substance use crises that are being compounded by the COVID-19 pandemic and
require interventions applicable to the near- and long-term.

Our nation will be well-served by Dr. Murthy’s leadership as Surgeon General of the United
States, as well as his voice for individuals suffering from mental health and substance use

disorders, as we work to address the critical health crises facing our country.

We urge the HELP Committee and the full Senate to vote to confirm Dr. Murthy at the earliest
opportunity.

Sincerely,

4 s
e

Saul M. Levin, M.D., M.P.A,, FRCP-E, FRCPsych
CEO and Medical Director
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March 4, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Letter in Support of the Nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy for Surgeon
General of the United States

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

The Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum (APIAHF) strongly supports
the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy for Surgeon General of the United States. Dr.
Murthy brings his exceptional experience as a physician, educator, entreprencur,
prevention expert and, most significantly, as a former Surgeon General of the United
States. With nearly thirty years of experience and expertise, Dr. Murthy is highly
capable to fill one of the nation’s highest health offices again and lead us out of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

APIAHEF is the nation’s oldest and leading health policy organization working to
advance the health and well-being of over 20 million Asian Americans, Native
Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders (AANHPIs) across the U.S. and territories. APIAHF
works to improve access to and the quality of care for communities who are
predominantly immigrant, many of whom are limited English proficient, and may be
new to the U.S. healthcare system or unfamiliar with private or public coverage. We
have longstanding relationships with over 150 community-based organizations
across 35 states and the Pacific, to whom we provide capacity building, advocacy
and technical assistance.

As our country faces an unprecedent public health crisis, AANHPIs have been
disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, facing higher rates of
infection, death and economic consequences. In at least 10 states, AAs have a case
fatality rate that is disproportionately higher than the general population, while the
same is true for NHPIs in 8 states. Across the country, Pacific Islanders are being
hospitalized with COVID-19 at up to 10 times the rate of other racial groups. In
addition, AANHPIs have increased risk of adverse COVID-19 outcomes (e.g.,
burden of chronic conditions and multigenerational homes), and a large proportion
are frontline essential workers. At this critical moment, the country needs its leaders
to make a serious commitment to reducing disparities in communities
disproportionately impacted by COVID-19 and the overall lack of equitable access
to quality healthcare, and Dr. Murthy understands and would meet this challenge.

Dr. Murthy also continues his commitment to promoting mental health, especially as
the COVID-19 pandemic has taken a mental toll on Americans. AAs are doubly
impacted as research shows that the stigma and uptick in violence targeting AAs
since the start of the pandemic can have serious negative and long-term effects on
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mental health. Additionally, the persistent lack of access to culturally and
linguistically appropriate care contributes to AANHPIs to have some of the lowest
rates of utilizing mental health services. As an advocate of mental health, Dr.
Murthy would use the respect and trust of the Surgeon General’s office to bring
these issues to light.

Dr. Murthy has both the requisite substantive knowledge to serve as Surgeon
General, as well as a deep commitment to advancing public health. He has proven
his exceptional capabilities when he oversaw the nation’s response to Ebola and
Zika epidemics as Surgeon General during the Obama Administration. Drawing
from this experience, Dr. Murthy led President Biden’s COVID-19 Advisory Board
and its response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including the production and
distribution of vaccines.

His commitment to the health of Americans has made him into a trusted public
health leader and collaborator, willing to build bridges with other health leaders and
communities alike. It is no surprise that Dr. Murthy is supported by the nation’s
preeminent health and physician groups including the American Academy of Family
Physicians, the American College of Physicians, and the American Medical
Association, the American Hospital Association. He is also backed by leading
representatives of AANHPI communities, including the Congressional Asian Pacific
American Caucus.

As Surgeon General, Dr. Murthy would be the nation’s doctor, serving as the face of
health and prevention. He comes with a distinguished record of excellence and
would serve in one of the highest positions in the federal government where
AANHPISs are underrepresented, despite being the fastest growing groups in the
nation. As the son of immigrants from India, Dr. Murthy would stand as the only
Indian American to serve as Surgeon General and continue the line of increasing
representation of diverse communities.

For these reasons, APIAHF strongly urges the HELP Committee to swiftly report to
the full Senate the appointment of Dr. Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of
the United States.

Sipcere

Ju iet’[.)Choi

Pr¢sident & CEO
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February 25, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray
Chair

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr
Ranking Member

Labor and Pensions
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM), a
national medical specialty society representing more than 6,600
physicians and other healthcare professionals who specialize in the
prevention and treatment of addiction, | would like to express our
strong support for President Biden’s nomination of Vivek Murthy,
M.D., M.B.A. for the position of Surgeon General of the United
States. We urge the Senate to confirm his appointment
expeditiously so that he may begin contributing his knowledge and
leadership to the Administration’s response to our nation’s addiction
and overdose crisis, which has been exacerbated by the COVID-19
pandemic.

As the 19" Surgeon General of the United States, Dr. Murthy
spearheaded a plethora of public health initiatives designed to
address the opioid overdose epidemic. Turn The Tide Rx included
direct outreach to clinicians across the country with educational
resources designed to empower them and their practices. In
addition, under Dr. Murthy’s leadership, the Office of the Surgeon
General released the first ever Surgeon General’s Report on Alcohol,
Drugs, and Health, which generated important insights into this
devastating health crisis. Finally, Dr. Murthy’s public appearances
and speeches on the issue have been crucial in transforming the
narrative surrounding addiction so that it is rooted in compassion
and empathy.

We understand that Dr. Murthy is passionate about expanding
access to evidence-based, high-quality care for people with
addiction, including access to medications for opioid use disorder. He
is committed to improving education about addictive disease among
all healthcare professionals, including physicians, pharmacists, nurses
and counselors, so that we can build a medical workforce with the
capacity and expertise to close our nation’s addiction treatment gap.
He is particularly well-suited to help inform the Administration’s

Committee on Health, Education,
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efforts to expand affordable access to all effective prevention interventions and treatments for
substance use disorder, a goal ASAM shares with the President.

Thank you in advance for your timely consideration of Dr. Murthy’s nomination. We hope that
he will be quickly confirmed in the role of Surgeon General. ASAM looks forward to working
with him, the entire Administration, and Congress to advance sound policy that will help our
nation treat addiction and save more lives.

?M {%Eaf% M. P.

Paul Earley, MD, DFASAM
President, American Society of Addiction Medicine
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. aspen institute

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

It is with great pleasure and wholehearted support that | recommend Dr. Vivek Murthy for
confirmation as the 215t Surgeon General of the United States. | have known Dr. Murthy since
his days as a student at the Yale School of Medicine (when | served as associate dean of the
medical school), have followed his career closely, and know of no one better qualified to take
on this important position. Indeed, | urge you to report Dr. Murthy’s nomination to the full
Senate as quickly as possible so that he can fully engage in addressing the nation’s COVID-19
pandemic and otherwise advance the public’s health.

As | hope you would agree, Dr. Murthy’s credentials for this post are outstanding —and
unmatched. A highly regarded and well-respected physician specializing in internal medicine,
with a graduate degree in business administration and extensive medical and public health
experience, Dr. Murthy previously served as US Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017. During his
tenure, he directed several public health initiatives, including the national response to the
opioid crisis, the rising use of e-cigarettes, the health impact of climate change, and the many
challenges of mental health, most especially the detrimental effects of loneliness (the subject of
his well-received 2020 book, Together: The Healing Power of Human Connection in a Sometimes
Lonely World). In this capacity, he also led the US Public Health Service and its Commissioned
Corps, helping to manage the US response to the Ebola and Zika outbreaks as well as the Flint,
Michigan drinking water crisis.

Since leaving office in 2017, Dr. Murthy has remained very much involved in promoting the
public’s health. Most recently, he served as co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board to help the
incoming Biden administration coordinate its response to the pandemic. As well, and in far less
visible settings, he has helped to tackle major public health issues of the day. For example, Dr.
Murthy has appeared before the Aspen Institute’s Health Strategy Group to inform and guide
the development of recommendations to address another US epidemic — the country’s ongoing
opioid crisis.
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But beyond all this, Dr. Murthy is simply a good and caring human being. He is passionate
about his work, but he is also passionate about the people who can benefit from his work. And
that includes all Americans — regardless of what they look like, where they live, whom they
love, or whatever their political affiliation. That is exactly what being “America’s doctor” is all
about.

For all these reasons and so much more, | ask that that you and the HELP Committee move
expeditiously to favorably report Dr. Murthy’s appointment as our next Surgeon General to the
full Senate for its consideration. The country cannot do any better and should not wait any
longer.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my views about Dr. Murthy and his nhomination. If | can
be of further assistance, please do no hesitate to contact me directly.

All best,

T G

RUTH J. KATZ

Vice President, Aspen Institute

Executive Director, Health, Medicine and Society Program
The Aspen Institute

ruth.katz@aspeninstitute.org

202-736-5827



DR. NADINE BURKE HARRIS
SURGEON GENERAL

March 1, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

As Surgeon General of the state of California, | write to express my strong support for the
nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the United States.

| have collaborated with and been advised by Dr. Murthy over many years, including on
matters regarding public health strategy and messaging on a range of issues from mental
health to pandemic response.

Having served in the role of Surgeon General for CA throughout the COVID pandemic, |
cannot understate the importance of having trusted, responsive and transparent public
health leadership. Our ability to shape behavior — whether that behavior is masking,
physical distancing, minimizing mixing, or accepting a vaccine — is the most potent tool
in our arsenal against this pandemic. Dr. Murthy has a strong reputation as a trusted,
rigorous and thoughtful public health leader. His previous service as U.S. Surgeon General
and Vice Admiral of the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, from 2014 to
2017 brings invaluable experience and an understanding of the tools the Office of the
Surgeon General should immediately deploy to help bring a swift end to the COVID
pandemic.

During his previous service, Dr. Murthy helped manage the country’s response to Ebola
and Zika, and also led important public health initiatives focusing on topics such as

455 Golden Gate Avenue ¢ Suite 14000A® San Francisco, CA 94102
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obesity, mental health, childhood immunization, and addiction. In addition, Dr. Murthy’s
recent work as co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board during the Biden-Harris Transition
will enable him to get started on day one to support the federal government’s pandemic
response.

| appreciate the opportunity to offer my strong support for Dr. Vivek Murthy’s nomination
and | look forward to working closely with him on COVID response and other matters of
public health should he be confirmed.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Nadine Burke Harris, MD, MPH, FAAP
Callifornia Surgeon General
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o Cities
YIE Thrive

March 10, 2021

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader

322 Hart Senate Office Building 317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Schumer and Senator McConnell,

We write to you from the Cities Thrive Coalition, a national coalition of local government leaders,
mental health leaders, and nonprofits from over 200 cities, in support of two Biden Administration
nominees who are long standing allies in the effort to advance mental health and substance misuse
policy: Attorney General Xavier Becerra and Surgeon General Vivek Murthy. We are confident
they possess the experience and qualities essential to take on the challenge of improving mental
health support across this country. We had a mental health crisis well before the COVID-19
pandemic, with an estimated 1 in 5 Americans experiencing a mental health condition. The
pandemic has exacerbated the existing illness of many and caused many more to suffer. Mental
health affects all of our families and will require the unique expertise and on-the-ground experience
of these two nominees.

Born out of New York City’s ThriveNYC effort in 2015, the Cities Thrive Coalition seeks to
identify critical gaps in mental healthcare. Together, as a bi-partisan group, we advocate for
comprehensive reform and promote effective policy solutions. With dedicated, experienced federal
leadership, we can achieve much more -- which is why we urge the confirmation of Attorney
General Becerra and Surgeon General Murthy.

Attorney General Becerra’s career is one of lifelong dedication to the public good. He began in
1984 working in a legal services office, with a focus on mental illness. His devotion to the
community traces back to growing up in a working-class family in Sacramento, California. These
humble roots led him to dedicate 24 years of service in the US House of Representatives. While
there, he led the House Democratic Caucus and was Ranking Member of the Ways and Means
Social Security Subcommittee. From the beginning and across all sectors of government, Attorney
General Becerra has been at the forefront of policy seeking to improve the healthcare of America’s
families.

Surgeon General Vivek Murthy comes from a family of immigrants who have dedicated
themselves to medicine. He served as the 19th Surgeon General of the United States from
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December 15, 2014 to April 21, 2017. In that role, he took on major issues including the opioid
crisis, addiction as a chronic illness, and E-cigarette use among youth. A stalwart partner on mental
health, Dr. Murthy focused his attention on chronic stress and isolation as root causes affecting
health, productivity, and happiness. He collaborated with the Veterans Health Administration to
identify ways to cultivate emotional well-being and fitness. We need his creativity to discover
innovative solutions for the complex needs of mental wellness.

Our Coalition members have seen firsthand that mental health challenges aren't confined to red or
blue states. Right now, Americans are struggling in every community, every City, and every part
of our nation. That is why we urge you to give these nominees full consideration, as their
confirmation would immediately inspire our country and give us leaders who are qualified and
devoted to serving the physical and mental well-being of America’s families. We look forward to
continuing to partner with you to develop policies pivotal to serving the mental health needs of our
nation.

Sincerely,

Cities Thrive Coalition

Cities Thrive Coalition Members Signatories

Mayors and County Managers
e City of Albuquerque, New Mexico
e City of Alexandria, Virginia
e City of Artesia, California
o City of Austin, Texas
e City of Bridgeport, Connecticut
e City of Central Falls, Rhode Island
e City of Gary, Indiana
e City of Hoboken, New Jersey
e City of Huntington, West Virginia
e City of Kinston, North Carolina
e City of Madison, Wisconsin
e City of Middletown, Connecticut
e City of Mount Vernon, New York
e City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
e City of Richmond, California
e City of San Antonio, Texas
e City of San Diego, California
e City of San Jose, California
e City of San Leandro, California
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e City of St. Louis, Missouri

o City of Sunrise, Florida

e City of Torrance, California

e City of West Hollywood, California
o City of White Plains, New York

¢ King County, Washington

e Town of Carrboro, North Carolina
e Village of Skokie, Illinois

Community-based Organization

e Corner House Behavioral Health-Municipality of Princeton
e Detroit Wayne Integrated Health Network

e Latin American Legal Defense and Education Fund

e New Jersey Association of Mental Health and Addiction Agencies, Inc.
e Princeton Municipality

e SEL Consulting Collaborative

e The Kennedy Forum

e The Reilly Group, Inc.

e UCLA David Geffen School of Medicine

e Well Being Trust

e Wrenn Insights

cc/

The Honorable Patty Murray
The Honorable Ron Wyden
The Honorable Richard Burr
The Honorable Mike Crapo
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Support

David Einhorn

US Conference of Mayors

The IslamicSociety of North America

Education DevelopmentCenter

Act to Change

March of Dimes

Encore.org

Scan Group and SCAN Health Plan

American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA)
National Hispanic Medical Association (NHMA)
America Walks

American Hospital Association (AHA)

Asian & Pacific IslanderHealth Forum (APIAHF)
Primary Care Collaborative (PCC)

South Asian Americans in PublicService (SAAPS)
Gold Foundation

Jewish Democratic Council of America

Cities Thrive — cosigned by 27 mayors and county managers and 11 community-based
organizations

Shatter Proof

Dr. Nadine Burke Harris, California Surgeon General
Institute for Healthcare Improvement

National Domestic Workers Alliance

Feeding America

National Council on Asian Pacific Americans
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South Asian Americans
WY in Public Service

Y

March 6, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chairwoman Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Committee on Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions Pensions

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building 430 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of South Asian Americans in Public Service, we write to express our strong support
for the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the United States.

Dr. Murthy is a highly qualified and passionate leader and internal medicine physician with
many years of public health experience. Dr. Murthy previously served as the Surgeon General
from 2014 to 2017, and we believe he is well-positioned to serve the country again in this role.

During his previous service, Dr. Murthy led important public health initiatives focusing on topics
such as obesity, mental health, childhood immunization, and addiction. As Vice Admiral of the
U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, Dr. Murthy also helped manage the country’s
response to Ebola and Zika, experience that will prove invaluable in fighting the COVID-19
pandemic. In addition, Dr. Murthy’s recent work as co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board
during the Biden-Harris Transition will enable him to get started on day one to support the
federal government’s pandemic response.

South Asian Americans in Public Service is a network of South Asian American professionals
and students across the nation dedicated to meaningfully contributing to their communities and
promoting cultural and intellectual diversity through public service. On multiple occasions, Dr.
Murthy spoke with members of our community, spreading hope and positivity and inspiring
future generations of public servants to improve our nation. Nominating Dr. Murthy to Surgeon
General of the United States would reassure millions across the nation that experienced, diligent,
and diverse experts lead the current pandemic response.

We appreciate the opportunity to offer our strong support for Dr. Vivek Murthy’s nomination.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Aman Panjwani Meena Venkataramanan Trisha Prabhu
Co-Founder Co-Founder
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Education
E DC Development

Center

February 26, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of Education Development Center (EDC), | write to express our strong support for the
nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the United States.

My name is Dave Offensend and | serve as the President and CEO of EDC, a global non-profit
that advances lasting solutions to improve education, promote health, and expand economic
opportunity. Since 1958, we have been a leader in designing, implementing, and evaluating
powerful and innovative programs in more than 80 countries around the world.

We have found Dr. Murthy to be a highly qualified and passionate leader and internal medicine
physician with many years of public health experience. Not only does he possess a deep public
health background, but his expertise also covers both physical and behavioral health as well,
ensuring a vital synthesis of all that can be done to ensure health in the nation. Dr. Murthy
previously served as the Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017, and we believe he is well-
positioned to serve the country again in this role.

During his previous service, Dr. Murthy led important public health initiatives focusing on topics
such as obesity, suicide prevention, mental health, childhood immunization, and addiction. As
Surgeon General, Dr. Murthy served as an ex-officio Executive Committee member of the
National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention, the nation’s public-private partnership for
suicide prevention led by EDC, and helped to advance implementation of the National Strategy
for Suicide Prevention.

As Vice Admiral of the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, Dr. Murthy also helped
manage the country’s response to Ebola and Zika, both here and abroad, experience that will
prove invaluable in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, Dr. Murthy’s recent work as
co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board during the Biden-Harris Transition will enable him to
get started on day one to support the federal government’s pandemic response. We are
particularly pleased that Dr. Murthy will also ensure that the mental health consequences of
COVID-19 and its aftermath are fully addressed as well.

EDC 43 Foundry Avenue, Waltham, MA 02453 USA  617-969-7100 edc.org
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E DC Development

Center

We believe that Dr. Murthy would serve well in this capacity and his past and current experience
makes him a most suitable candidate for this position. Dr. Murthy has demonstrated his command
of the issues relevant today such as COVID-19, serious mental iliness, loneliness, suicide, opioid
overdose, the value of prevention and the importance of addressing structural racism. He is well-
prepared to serve as Surgeon General of the United States at this important period in our nation’s
history.

One of our major areas of thought leadership at EDC is the prevention of suicide and substance
misuse and we have the opportunity to do this through operating the National Suicide Prevention
Resource Center, the Zero Suicide Institute, our substance misuse prevention solutions efforts
and the National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention to name just a few of our initiatives. In this
capacity we have worked often with Dr. Murthy and were pleased with his leadership and
engagement.

At EDC, we know that complex public health problems, like suicide and substance misuse, and
addressing the COVID-19 pandemic require commitment from national, state, and local agencies,
requires a leader who is well versed and can hit the ground running on day one. Dr. Murthy is that
candidate for this important position at this important time in our nation’s history.

We appreciate the opportunity to offer our strong support for Dr. Vivek Murthy’s nomination.

Sincerely,

Dok o %w;{

David G. Offensend
President and CEO
Education Development Center

EDC 43 Foundry Avenue, Waltham, MA 02453 USA  617-969-7100 edc.org
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encore.org

February 26, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of Encore.org, | would like to express our strong support for President Biden's
nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the United States.

Encore.org is a national nonprofit working to bring older and younger changemakers together to
solve problems, bridge divides, and create a better future for all. While many others will testify to
Dr. Murthy’s character and experience, we are deeply impressed by his profound understanding
of the loneliness epidemic and its devastating impact on both younger and older generations.

More than that, we are impressed by Dr. Murthy’s view on the role disconnection plays in all our
nation’s ills and on the power of human connection to bring us back to health. As he explained so
clearly in an interview last June,

...[Als somebody who has worked in government and seen just the profound costs of
political polarization, | came to see also that this disconnection between us, this fraying of
connections between people and communities all across America, is making it harder for
us to talk to each other, to have the kind of dialogue that we need in order to address the
big threats we face, whether that's climate change, or the opioid epidemic, or chronic
disease.

And so...I came to, to realize that not only is loneliness a problem that is deeply connected
to so many of the others, but that social connection is actually a resource that we have
largely under-appreciated, and that we have not really cultivated as intentionally as I think
we could.

If you think of social connection as a tool that can help us improve our health and our
productivity and our children's education, and even help to mend our dialogue and fix the
polarization that we're experiencing in politics, then it seems like an invaluable asset that
we should be cultivating. But I think that we see it as a “nice to have,” in society, as
opposed to a “necessary to have.” | think we see it as something that is pleasant, but not a
strategic value, but I think it's central to what we need to do to build a stronger and a
healthier country.

encore.org P.O. Box 29542, San Francisco, CA 94129-0542



104

Beyond the power of his insights, Dr. Murthy believes deeply in the values of listening, empathy,
and service to one another. And he sees the vitality that interdependence brings.

“Acknowledging our interdependence is not a sign of weakness. It's how we have evolved over
thousands of years,” he said in an interview with AARP Magazine. “And it's a recognition of the
fact that we truly are better together, that we can do more, we can be more, we can experience
more when we do it together.”

Encore.org strongly encourages the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions to
swiftly report to the full Senate the appointment of Dr. Murthy to the position of Surgeon
General of the United States.

When Dr. Murthy returns to the job of the nation’s top doctor, we can and will be a healthier
nation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Tosi el

Marc Freedman
Founder and CEO

encore.org P.O. Box 29542, San Francisco, CA 94129-0542
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March 6, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Buirr,

On behalf of Feeding America, the nation’s largest hunger-relief organization, | write to
express our organization’s strong support for the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the
position of Surgeon General of the United States.

Dr. Murthy is a highly qualified internal medicine physician with many years of public
health experience. Dr. Murthy previously served as the Surgeon General from 2014 to
2017 and we believe he is well-positioned to once again serve our nation in this critical
role.

We are honored that Dr. Murthy previously served on the Board of Directors of our
organization. During his tenure, Dr. Murthy supported Feeding America in strengthening
our commitment to building healthier communities through equitable food access. Our
network of 200 food banks and 60,000 food pantries and meal programs work every day
to provide meals to our neighbors facing hunger — meals we know are integral to long-
term physical and mental health. With Dr. Murthy’s invaluable expertise, Feeding
America has been better equipped to ensure the food we provide for people facing
hunger forms the foundation of a nutritious diet.

During his previous service, Dr. Murthy created initiatives to address some of our
nation’s most pressing public health challenges such as obesity, mental health,
childhood immunization and addiction. As Vice Admiral of the U.S. Public Health
Service Commissioned Corps, Dr. Murthy helped manage the country’s response to
Ebola and Zika — experience that will prove critical in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic.
Dr. Murthy’s recent work as co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board during the Biden-
Harris transition period will enable him to start strong from day one in support of the
federal government’s pandemic response.
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Dr. Vivek Murthy has made immeasurable contributions to the future of America’s public
health programs. We appreciate the opportunity to offer our strong support for Dr.
Murthy’s nomination.

Sincerely,

(]

Claire Babineaux-Fontenot
Chief Executive Officer
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tm
ASSOCIATION OF STATE AND TERRITORIAL HEALTH OFFICIALS aSthO
National Headquarters Regional Office www.astho.org
2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 450 600 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 1000 @ASTHO
Arlington, VA 22202 Atlanta, GA 30308
(202) 371-9090 (202) 371-9090

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO), | am pleased to submit a
letter of support for President Biden’s nomination of Vivek Murthy, MD, MBA to serve as the U.S.
surgeon general at the Department of Health and Human Services.

Dr. Murthy possesses a wealth of leadership and public health experience both as the former U.S.
surgeon general and through his work with the HIV/AIDS community. During the Obama administration,
Dr. Murthy focused his tenure on addressing substance abuse and misuse, reducing e-cigarette use
among youth, increasing vaccination rates, and promoting physical activity. These endeavors proved to
be important strides to improving health.

ASTHO encourages a swift vote by the Senate to confirm Dr. Murthy to this position and looks forward
to a partnership with HHS, the assistant secretary of health, and him so we can work collaboratively in
achieving our mission to advance health equity and optimal health for all. If you require additional
information or have any questions please contact Carolyn Mullen, senior vice president of government
affairs and public relations at cmullen@astho.org.

Sincerely,

ue

Michael R. Fraser, PhD, MS, CAE, FCPP
Chief Executive Officer
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials
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THE ARNOLD P.

GOLD
FCUNDATION

Keeping Healthcare Human

March 4, 2021
Re: Position of U.S. Surgeon General

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions U.S. Senate
430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions U.S. Senate
430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of The Arnold P. Gold Foundation, we write to express our strongest, enthusiastic
endorsement of Dr. Vivek Murthy.

Dr. Murthy is a highly qualified, compassionate leader and a very accomplished senior physician
in Internal Medicine with many years of public health experience. Dr. Murthy previously served
as the Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017, and we believe he is ideally positioned to serve the
country.

During his previous service, Dr. Murthy led important public health initiatives focusing on topics
including mental health and addiction. As Vice Admiral of the U.S. Public Health Service
Commissioned Corps, Dr. Murthy also helped manage the country’s response to Ebola and
Zika, experience that will be invaluable in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, Dr.
Murthy’s recent work as co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board during the Biden-Harris
Transition will enable him to get started on day one as “America’s doctor” to support the federal
government’s pandemic response.

Since 1988, The Arnold P. Gold Foundation has been the preeminent nonprofit organization
championing the human connection in healthcare. We believe that optimal care must be
compassionate, collaborative, and scientifically excellent. Our programs encouraging humanistic
care, such as the White Coat Ceremony and Tell Me More®, are in more than 165 medical
schools and 360 nursing schools, as well as many hospitals and health systems. More than
35,000 medical students and physicians belong to our Gold Humanism Honor Society, including
Dr. Murthy.
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The Gold Foundation is particularly supportive of Dr. Murthy because of his steadfast
compassion and empathy, woven through all of his many roles and accomplishments.

The Gold Foundation has honored Dr. Murthy’s national leadership and compassionate care
with both the National Humanism in Medicine Medal in 2016 and the Vilcek-Gold Award for
Humanism in Healthcare in 2020. Dr. Murthy is exactly the kind of empathic physician-leader
that America needs in this challenging time.

We appreciate the opportunity to offer our passionate endorsement of Dr. Vivek Murthy. Thank
you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Richard I. Levin, MD Richard C. Sheerr
President and CEO Chairman of the Board

The Arnold P. Gold Foundation The Arnold P. Gold Foundation
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February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of Indiaspora, | write to express our strong support for the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the position
of Surgeon General of the United States.

Dr. Murthy is a highly qualified and empathetic leader, and a physician with several years of public health experience.
Dr. Murthy previously served as the Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017, and we believe he is well-positioned to
serve the country again in this role.

During his previous service, Dr. Murthy led important public health initiatives focusing on topics such as mental
health, loneliness, childhood immunization and addiction. As Vice Admiral of the U.S. Public Health Service
Commissioned Corps, Dr. Murthy also helped manage the country’s response to Ebola and Zika, experience that will
prove invaluable in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, Dr. Murthy’s recent work as co-chair of the COVID-
19 Advisory Board during the Biden-Harris Transition will enable him to get started on day one to support the federal
government’s pandemic response.

Dr. Murthy also has proved to be a strong ally for communities of color in the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.
He has met with our nonprofit of Indian diaspora leaders to brief our community on COVID-19.

Indiaspora (www.indiaspora.org) is a nonprofit network of global Indian leaders from diverse backgrounds and
professions who are committed to inspiring the diaspora to be a force for positive impact by providing a platform to
collaborate, build community engagement, and catalyze social change.
We appreciate the opportunity to offer our strong support for Dr. Vivek Murthy’s nomination.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
M- Za v ARladatiatd
MR Rangaswami

Founder and Chairman of the Board
Indiaspora
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Institute for
Healthcare
Improvement

February 25, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHl), | write to express our strong
support for the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the United
States.

Dr. Murthy’s experience and expertise - as a physician, a leader, a passionate advocate for
public health and improvement of our health systems, and of course as a former Surgeon
General - make him the ideal individual for this essential role.

Dr. Murthy has led the US response to chronic health issues such as obesity, mental health,
child immunizations, and addiction; and to acute threats to public health such as Zika and
Ebola. These experiences position him perfectly to serve the country again as our Surgeon
General.

The organization | lead, the Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI), is the global leader in
applying improvement science and methods to significantly improve the quality of health and
health care. One of the enduring lessons of our work over the past 30 years has been that
meaningful change requires engaged and effective leadership. This is exactly what Dr. Murthy
will provide as Surgeon General.

Dr. Murthy also clearly understands how our health care systems and our public health
agencies need to broaden and deepen their collaboration to best serve and steward the health
of our citizens. This has never been more important than now in the age of COVID-19.

| have known Dr. Murthy personally for more than 15 years. We began our careers in medicine
together, as residents at the Brigham and Women'’s Hospital in Boston. | know Dr. Murthy to be
a deeply principled and ethical person, with strong values that guide his work and his life. I've
also, in my career, had the pleasure and privilege of meeting and working with scores of
inspirational and pioneering leaders in health care. | know of no one more deserving of this role,
or prepared and qualified to serve the country as Surgeon General, than Vivek.

On behalf of IHI, | appreciate the opportunity to express our strongest possible support for Dr.
Murthy’s nomination to the office of US Surgeon General.

53 State Street 19t Floor, Boston, MA 02109 ihi.org
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Healthcare

Improvement
Sincerely,

/Kedar Mate, MD
President and CEO

53 State Street 19t Floor, Boston, MA 02109 ihi.org



113

ﬂ JOHNS HOPKINS

BLOOMBERG SCHOOL
of PUBLIC HEALTH

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray, Chair

The Honorable Richard Burr, Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions
U.S. Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murray and Senator Burr,

It is our pleasure to send this letter in support of the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to serve as
the U.S. Surgeon General. We will leave others to comment on his impressive body of work as
the 19th Surgeon General, including the issuance of the seminal report, Facing Addiction in
America. We will focus our letter on his recent service as a distinguished policy scholar in health
policy and management at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

Starting in September 2019, Dr. Murthy spent one or two days a month with our students, staff,
and faculty -- sharing his knowledge in settings large and small. He brought care and attention
to each of his interactions. For students, he is inspirational. For faculty, he is thoughtful and
helpful. For all, he is a patient listener, offering both support and ideas. His wonderful book on
loneliness was unfortunately well timed for the isolation of the pandemic.

We have no doubt that Dr. Murthy will use the position of U.S. Surgeon General to bring people
together, recognize the common bonds that help us to thrive, and inspire the nation to a
healthier future. We support his nomination enthusiastically.

Sincerely,

Dot 1 I (5 6?
Joshua M. Sharfstein, M.D. Colleen L. Barry, PhD.
Vice Dean for Public Health Practice Chair

and Community Engagement Department of Health Policy and Management
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February 26, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions Labor, and Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC, 20510 Washington, DC, 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) would like to express its support for President
Biden’s nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy, to the position of Surgeon General of the United
States. We believe that Dr. Murthy’s qualifications and experience make him uniquely qualified
for this position.

Dr. Murthy is an accomplished public health champion and we believe that his rich background
and experience will greatly contribute to his efficacy in this position. He has led and drawn our
nations attention to critical public health issues such as the opioid epidemic and emotional health
and wellbeing. Asthe Vice Admiral of the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, he
directed a uniformed service of 6,600 officers dedicated to safeguarding the health of the nation.
He has conducted research on vaccine development and clinical trial participation and founded
several organizations focused on HIV/AIDS education and rural health. Dr. Murthy has the
knowledge and expertise to fully engage the American Public and government institutions in
responding to COVID-19.

As a 57-year-old national charitable organization, committed to the well being of our community
and society, we hope and look forward to the appointment of Dr. Vivek Murthy as the Surgeon
General of the United States.

Sincerely,
%ﬂgzﬁ‘(i/&/
Safaa Zarzour

President
Islamic Society of North America

P.O. Box 38 (US mail) 6555 South County Road 750 East (express mail and packages), Flainfield, Indiana 46168
USA

Phone (317) 839-8157 E-mail: info@isna.net URL: www.isna.net
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March 15, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions U.S. Senate
430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions U.S. Senate
430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of the Jewish Democratic Council of America (JDCA), we
would like to convey our strong support for President Joe Biden’s
nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. to the position of Surgeon
General of the United States.

JDCA actively engages Jewish Democrats in the electoral and
legislative processes and supports policies aligned with socially
progressive, pro-Israel Jewish community values and our platform.
As JDCA continues to advocate for responsible leadership to protect
American lives and livelihoods impacted by COVID-19, we believe Dr.
Murthy’s confirmation is key to supporting the Biden administration's
efforts to end the pandemic.

Dr. Murthy is eminently qualified. Dr. Murthy previously served as
the Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017, and we believe he is well-
positioned to serve his country again in this vital role during the crisis
of the coronavirus pandemic. With over 25 years of experience, Dr.
Murthy is the ideal candidate to lead our nation through this public
health crisis.

During his previous service, Dr. Murthy led important public health
initiatives focusing on topics such as obesity, mental health,
childhood immunization, and addiction. As Vice Admiral of the U.S.
Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, Dr. Murthy helped
oversee the country’s response to the Ebola and Zika viruses,
experience which will be invaluable for fighting the COVID-19
pandemic.

JEWISH DEMOCRATIC COUNCIL OF AMERICA
1S A 501(C)(4) ORGANIZATION
1440 G ST NW, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
rg ® info@jewi: rg e (202) 975-0859
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Jewish Democratic
Council of America

As co-chair of the COVID-19 Transition Advisory Board, Dr. Murthy
helped craft President Biden's National Strategy for the COVID-19
Response and Pandemic Preparedness and advised the
administration on vaccine supply and distribution and use of the
Defense Production Act (DPA). The Biden administration has since
used the DPA to bolster America’s response to this crisis by
accelerating production of vaccines, testing, masks, and personal
protective equipment for healthcare workers.

The Jewish Democratic Council of America is proud to support Dr.
Vivek Murthy’s nomination to be the Surgeon General of the United
States. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

VAN

Ron Klein,
Board Chair, Jewish Democratic Council of America

s

Halie Soifer
Chief Executive Officer, Jewish Democratic Council of America

JEWISH DEMOCRATIC COUNCIL OF AMERICA
1S A 501(C)(4) ORGANIZATION
1440 G ST NW, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
rg » info@jewi rg e (202) 975-0859
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Council on Black Health

Reimagining Black Health

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chair Ranking Member

Community on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the Council on Black Health, | would like to express our full and enthusiastic support for
President Biden’s nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. to the position of Surgeon General of the
United States. Dr. Murthy is renowned and well-respected for his training and specialization in internal
medicine, as well as for his support of establishing a culture of prevention, rather than treatment, to
improve health in the United States. Dr. Murthy established his capability to serve well in the role of
Surgeon General during his previous term in the position from 2014 — 2017. Given the current public
health emergency in the United States, it is essential to report Dr. Murthy’s nomination to the full
Senate as quickly as possible so he can begin the process of addressing the current pandemic and
continuing to advance the health of our nation.

The Council on Black Health is a national network of academic researchers, community-based
organizations, and community members who have a common mission of developing and promoting
solutions that achieve healthy Black communities. Our main activities include: 1) biennial national
convening that brings together diverse academic and community-based stakeholders to discuss Black
community health issues and generate insights about potential solutions; 2) collaborations with Black
and other organizations to educate policymakers, key decision makers, and the general public about
overcoming health disparities in Black communities; 3) a webinar series that offers research insights
related to nutrition, physical activity, obesity and diabetes, and strategies to translate this research to
Black communities; 4) research articles and reports to advance thinking about Black health issues; 5)
career support and leadership opportunities for researchers and stakeholders working to improve
health in Black communities; and 6) leading actionable research to promote sustainable and positive
impacts on health and related outcomes in the Black community.

In his previous tenure as Surgeon General, Dr. Murthy demonstrated his commitment to creating a
culture of health and to health behaviors that can improve health, including healthy eating, physical
activity, and mental well-being. He “walked the talk” when he issued Step it Up! The Surgeon General’s
Call to Action to Promote Walking and Walkable Communities and participated in a national campaign to
increase physical activity. | was in the audience when Dr. Murthy spoke at the 2016 Annual Meeting of
the American College of Sports Medicine. His inspirational words and his personal commitment to
health and wellness encouraged the nearly 50,000 members of the College to renewed commitment to
assisting Dr. Murthy in his efforts to improve the public’s health.

An important inclusion in the call to action, Dr. Murthy highlighted the importance of equity, and the
right for all people to “...have access to spaces and places that make it safe and easy for us to walk or
wheelchair roll—whether in urban, suburban, or rural settings...” His attention to equity means that, in
his efforts to create a culture of prevention, Dr. Murthy will also work to ensure that no American

3215 Market Street, 4th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19104 | 267.359.6050 | www.councilbh.org
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citizen is left out. In selecting a Surgeon General of the United States, a commitment ensuring the
health of all people is a critically important characteristic.

Dr. Murthy previously served the nation well in his role as Surgeon General. From 2017, when his term
ended, to present Dr. Murthy has continued to actively engage in efforts to address the health of the
public. He has participated in a number of scholarly activities to highlight the issue of mental well-being,
specifically loneliness, which is quickly becoming a public health crisis in the United States in the face of
the ongoing pandemic. In 2020, Dr. Murthy began serving as part of the Biden-Harris Transition Team’s
advisory council, and then as a member of the coronavirus advisory board. Dr. Murthy has received
several prestigious awards and decorations for his work in public health, including the Public Health
Service Outstanding Service Medal, the Public Health Service Presidential Unit Citation, and the Public
Health Service Global Response Service Award.

Dr. Murthy’s expert training, his record of public health service, his commitment to equity, and his
previous success as Surgeon General make him the ideal candidate for the position of Surgeon General.
The Council on Black Health urges the HELP Committee to swiftly report to the full Senate the
appointment of Dr. Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the United States. When he is
appointed, the Council on Black Health looks forward to working alongside him in support of Dr.
Murthy’s work to improve the health of all United States citizens. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Melicia C. Whitt-Glover, Ph.D.
Executive Director

3215 Market Street, 4th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19104 | 267.359.6050 | www.councilbh.org
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February 25, 2021
Honorable Patty Murray, Chair
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
U.S. Senate,

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of five of the nation’s leading mental health, addiction, and well-being advocacy
groups, we write to express our strong support for the nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D.,
M.B.A. as the 21st Surgeon General of the United States.

Americans are entering into a full year of the COVID-19 pandemic that has compounded the
mental health epidemic. More than 26 million individuals are experiencing mental illness
without treatment. While the year-end funding package and stimulus contained support for
mental health and substance use-related programs, there has been a severe lack of funding and
prioritization of mental health services across all levels of government. People in every

community across the country are suffering.

We need strong leaders like Dr. Murthy in office immediately to meet the needs of this moment
and help bring relief to millions of Americans. As Surgeon General in the Obama
Administration, Dr. Murthy went on a listening tour of America to hear firsthand about people's
health concerns, learning that loneliness is deeply associated with an increased risk of heart
disease, dementia, depression, anxiety, sleep disturbances and even premature death. He also
focused heavily on combating the opioid epidemic and prioritized emotional well being as a key
component underlying all public health issues.

Dr. Murthy, a strong mental health champion, is uniquely qualified to address both the physical
and mental health needs Americans are facing today. As a key member of President Biden’s
COVID-19 task force, he is well-versed in the effects the pandemic has had on Americans’
well-being and his leadership will be critical to reversing the effects of the mental health crisis.

We believe Dr. Murthy is committed to addressing the gaps in programs and policies that
promote and advance mental health, reduce stigma, and expand access to critical mental health
and addiction care. We look forward to working with Dr. Murthy to improve the urgent state of
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mental health in America and bringing mental health to the forefront of all public health
solutions.

Sincerely,

Paul Gionfriddo,
Mental Health America

Honorable Patrick J. Kennedy,
The Kennedy Forum

Angela Kimball,
National Alliance on Mental Illness

Ben Miller,
Well Being Trust

Bill Smith,
Inseparable
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February 21, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray, Chair

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr, Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

Dear Chairman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of YMCA of the USA (Y-USA) and the 2,600 Ys across the country that are
strengthening communities through youth development, healthy living and social responsibility,
I write in support of the confirmation of Dr. Vivek Murthy, MD, MBA as the Surgeon General of
the United States.

The Y is the nation’s leading community-based network committed to improving health and
well-being in the 10,000 communities we serve. We were honored to work with Dr. Murthy in
the past to advance the importance of physical activity to prevent and control chronic disease
and to build healthier environments that ensure access to physical activity and healthy eating
where people live, work, learn, play and pray. We are grateful for his vision of creating a
culture of health that recognizes the important role community and social service organizations
play in improving health outcomes by addressing the social determinants of health and by
building deeper collaboration between the community and the formal health care system.

Dr. Murthy deeply understands and appreciates the role that chronic diseases, mental health
and social isolation are having on our nation; both in terms in increasing hospitalizations and
fatalities due to COVID-19 but also the health crisis that awaits us once we get past the
pandemic. Our population has spent the last year living increasing more sedentary lifestyles
with less access to healthy affordable and available foods and have been isolated from loved
ones and friends. All ages, but especially our oldest and our youngest, are facing a deep
physical and mental health crisis that Dr. Murthy not only comprehends but will urgently
address. The unique health challenges during the pandemic and those emerging from COVID-
19 will require his unique background and expertise and will serve our country well.

The COVID-19 pandemic has also unmasked deep health disparities among black and brown
communities that stem from decades of inequities, highlighting the way poverty, poor housing,
lack of transportation, inadequate education and food deserts have impacted health outcomes.

YMCA OF THE USA
101 N Wacker Drive, Chicago IL 60606
P 8008729622 F312977 9063 ymca.net
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In our years of work with Dr. Murthy, he has always prioritized the need to address these
inequities to prevent premature deaths, prevent disease, improve health outcomes and
productivity, and reduce health care spending.

When the Committee and the full Senate moves to consider Dr. Murthy for confirmation, we
want you to know of our support for Dr. Murthy as the Surgeon General. His demonstrated
leadership and his depth of experience and commitment to public health should earn him swift
confirmation by the full Senate.

Thank you for your continued support.
Sincerely,
|
| /] ¢
‘u-—*ﬁ/““ =

{Jead L

Neal Denton
SVP and Chief Government Affairs Officer
YMCA of the USA
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THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS

1620 EYE STREET, NORTHWEST
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006
TELEPHONE (202) 293-7330

FAX (202) 293-2352
URL: www.usmayors.org

February 26,2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions Labor, and Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of the nation’s mayors, we are writing to express our strong support
for the nomination of Vivek H. Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. to the position of Surgeon
General of the United States and urge your swift confirmation. As America’s
Doctor from 2014-2017, Dr. Murthy created initiatives to tackle some of our
country’s most urgent and pressing public health challenges and worked
diligently with the Conference and mayors on several shared national
priorities. This includes:

e Issuinga call to action to the nation to recognize substance use
disorders as a chronic illness and not a moral failing;

o Highlighting the health risks of e-cigarette use for youth; and issuing the
first federal report on e-cigarettes,

e Launching efforts to increase physical activity and health prevention in
cities across the country;

o Demystifying vaccines for parents and children;

e AsVice Admiral of the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps,
helped manage the country’s response to Ebola and Zika;

e And so much more.

In 2017, Dr. Murthy shifted his focus and attention on highlighting how chronic
stress and isolation are prevalent problems that have profound implications
for health, productivity, and happiness. Additionally, he served as a trusted
advisor on public health to many of the nation’s mayors and other key leaders
when called upon.



124

Lastly as co-chair of the President’s COVID-19 Advisory Board, Dr. Murthy has
regularly joined key convenings of USCM and mayors to highlight the work of
the Biden Administration in responding and recovering from the current public
health emergency and to forge a strong federal, state and local partnership.
Furthermore, he has supported increased assistance to cities and our
community partners to foster safe social distancing and other public health
interventions, sustained investments in our public health infrastructure and
workforce, and promoted health equity to ensure our most vulnerable citizens
thrive.

As a result, the nation’s mayor strongly support Dr. Murthy resuming his role as
Surgeon General as he is most qualified, compassionate, and a critical leader
that can be counted on during the current public health emergency and well
beyond as we tackle other health challenges and promote wellness. Thank
you for your careful consideration; and the nation’s mayors urge you to move
his nomination swiftly through the HELP Committee and vote in support before
the full Senate.

Sincerely,
Greg Fischer Tom Cochran
Mayor of Louisville CEO and Executive Director
President, The United States The United States Conference of

Conference of Mayors Mayors
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
@ CHRONIC DISEASE DIRECTORS

Promoting Health. Preventing Disease.

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Committee on Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate

154 Russell Senate Office Building 217 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Feb. 24, 2021

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of more than 7,000 chronic disease prevention and control professionals in every US state
and territory, I am writing to support the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy, M.D., MBA to serve as
Surgeon General of the United States.

The National Association of Chronic Disease Directors (NACDD) was founded in 1988 in
partnership with CDC to help build the capacity and effectiveness of state health departments to
reduce the burden of chronic disease in our nation. NACDD is the primary organization
representing all state and jurisdictional chronic disease staff, dedicated to building capacity and
improving public health.

As the 19th U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. Vivek Murthy brought critical focus to establishing a culture
of disease prevention, which continues to influence NACDD’s work and that of state chronic
disease programs today. During his previous term, he led the creation of the Surgeon General’s Report
on E-cigarette Use Among Youth, which is the first federal report on e-cigarettes that highlights their
health risks and recognizes that e-cigarettes are a threat to public health. He also issued Sz It Up!
The Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Promote Walking and Walkable Communities to promote physical
activity as a critical tool for preventing chronic conditions.

We believe Dr. Murthy will continue to bring attention to these and other issues in his second term
as Surgeon General, especially in work that emphasizes the role chronic disease prevention can play
in reducing long-term COVID-19-related death and morbidity.

NACDD strongly encourages the HELP Committee to quickly report to the full Senate the
appointment of Dr. Murthy to serve as Surgeon General. Thank you for your consideration.

In Good Health,
7)
r'/ 1/\
%— . Q{&l),}]sb& ...........

John W. Robitscher, M.P.H.
Chief Executive Officer
National Association of Chronic Disease Directors
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February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Re: Dr. Vivek Murthy — Surgeon General of the United States Recommendation

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC), representing
nearly 1,400 health center organizations and 30 million patients, | am writing to express our
strong support for the appointment of Dr. Vivek Murthy to be the next Surgeon General of the
United States.

During the present COVID-19 crisis, Community Health Centers have stood on the frontlines,
providing critically needed testing services, and now vaccinations, to hard hit communities and
populations who have suffered disproportionately. We are particularly concerned about the
impact of COVID-19 on our patients who are members of racial and ethnic minorities, people
experiencing homelessness, and our agricultural workers.

COVID-19 — with more than 500,000 U.S. deatbhs, is the defining public health crisis of our time.
The Committee is well-aware of Dr. Murthy’s stellar qualifications and decades of experience —
both as a practicing physician and as a former Surgeon General who served during the Obama
Administration. During his tenure, he led efforts to address the opioid crisis, Ebola, Zika, e-
cigarette use among young people, and much more. We urge Dr. Murthy’s swift confirmation
by the Senate -- to help address the pandemic now, and to help ensure a stronger health care
delivery system for the future.

We thank you and the Committee again for your steadfast dedication to our nation’s system of
Community Health Centers and the people we serve — many of whom are the low-wage
workers who are the very backbone of the American economy, in thousands of vulnerable

Suite 1100W

Bethesda, MD 20814
301.347.0400 TEL

7.0459 FAX

c.com

Federal and State Affairs
211 N. Union Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
202.296.3800
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Senate HELP Committee
Page 2

communities from coast to coast. Thank you for your quick consideration of Dr. Murthy’s
appointment as Surgeon General of the United States.

Sincerely,

T Voo Grerctiy

Tom Van Coverden,
President and CEO

50TH ANNIVERSARY,

cc: Ronald Klain, White House Chief of Staff

National Association of Community Health Centers
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February 10, 2021

The Honorable Richard Burr
Ranking Member, Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions

The Honorable Patty Murray
Chair, Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate
154 Russell Senate Office Building 217 Russell Senate Office Building
‘Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf the National Association of Drug Court Professionals and the 40,000 justice and
substance use treatment professionals working in nearly 4,000 American drug courts, I write to
express support for Dr. Vivek H. Murthy to be the next surgeon general of the United States of
America.

Dr. Murthy’s compassion and commitment to the health and well-being of all Americans is
extraordinary. His academic and professional career includes a long history of innovation and
outreach to communities and individuals. While a student at Harvard University, Dr. Murthy co-
founded VISIONS Worldwide, a nonprofit organization focused on HIV/AIDS education in the
U.S. and India connecting tens of thousands of students with peer-to-peer education. Dr. Murthy
also co-founded Doctors for America, a nonprofit organization with more than 18,000 physician
and medical student members from all 50 states dedicated to creating a high-quality, affordable
health care system for all.

During his first term as surgeon general, Dr. Murthy led a national movement to address the
opioid crisis, issuing a groundbreaking report in 2016 on alcohol, drugs, and health. He was the
first surgeon general in our nation’s history to call for expanded access to substance use
prevention and treatment and to recognize addiction as a chronic illness, not a character flaw. In
addition to the report, Dr. Murthy sent letters to 2.3 million health care providers urging them to
do their part to curb the opioid crisis.

Upon leaving the office of surgeon general, Dr. Murthy focused his work on chronic stress and
isolation. His 2020 book, Zogether: The Healing Power of Human Connection in a Sometimes
Lonely World, identifies loneliness as a public health concern and a contributor to many other
epidemics, including alcohol and drug addiction, violence, depression, and anxiety. Loneliness,
he argues, affects not only our physical health, but also how children experience school, how
adults perform in the workplace, and contributes to the sense of division and polarization in our
society. His book highlights the need for meaningful human connection and how to make those
connections.

Given his qualifications and commitment to the health and wellbeing of this nation, I am
honored to support the nomination of Dr. Vivek H. Murthy to be surgeon general of the United
States of America.

Sincerely,

\ Lier )
Carson Fox
Chief Executive Officer

()NDCI

NATIONAL DRUG
COURT INSTITUTE

NCDC

NATIONAL CENTER
FOR DWI COURTS

@]UST[CE

rorVETS
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February 19, 2021

Senator Richard Burr
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Patty Murray
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors
(NASADAD), I am writing in support of the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy as the United
States Surgeon General. We believe Dr. Murthy has the knowledge, skills, and experience
necessary to educate Americans about how to improve their health and reduce the risk of illness
and injury.

Dr. Murthy previously served as the 19th Surgeon General of the United States, leading a
uniformed service of 6,600 public health officers across the nation and internationally. During
his tenure, Dr. Murthy helped address some of the nation’s most pressing health issues,
including substance use disorders. He authored Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon General’s
Report on Aleohol, Drugs, and Health, which was the nation’s first Surgeon General’s Report on
addiction. In 2016, Dr. Murthy sent a letter to over 2 million health care professionals urging
them to take an active role in tackling opioid addiction and overdose. Dr. Murthy also wrote the
first federal report on e-cigarettes, Surgeon General’s Report on E-cigarette Use Among Youth.

During his tenure as Surgeon General, Dr. Murthy worked to ensure an open line of
communication with State alcohol and drug agencies. For example, in August 2015, Dr. Murthy
traveled to Washington State to provide the keynote address at NASADAD’s prevention
conference. In addition, Dr. Murthy engaged in a dialogue with our Board of Directors during
that same trip. We appreciate his work to communicate with the managers of the publicly
funded alcohol and drug service system.

Dr. Murthy received his bachelor’s degree from Harvard and his M.D. and M.B.A. degrees from
Yale. He completed his internal medicine residency at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in
Boston and then joined Harvard Medical School as faculty in internal medicine. In addition to
practicing and teaching medicine, he has co-founded several public health nonprofit
organizations with a goal of improving health equity. He has also conducted research on
vaccines and health care services and has been published in several peer-reviewed medical
journals. Most recently, Dr. Murthy was a co-chair of the COVID-19 Task Force that advised
President Biden’s transition.

We strongly support the confirmation of Dr. Murthy to again serve in that role. We look
forward to working with you as the nomination process moves forward.

Robert Morrison
Executive Director
National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD)

1919 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, M-250« Washington, DC 20006 « (202) 293-0090
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March 3, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of Caring Across Generations and National Domestic Workers Alliance, | write to
express our strong support for the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the position of Surgeon
General of the United States. Dr. Murthy is a passionate and effective physician with high-
impact public health experience. He previously served as the Surgeon General from 2014 to
2017, and we believe he is well positioned to serve the country once again in this role.

During his previous service, Dr. Murthy led important public health initiatives focusing on topics
such as addiction, childhood immunization, and mental health. As Vice Admiral of the U.S.
Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, Dr. Murthy also helped manage the country’s
response to Ebola and Zika, experience that will prove invaluable in fighting the COVID-19
pandemic. In addition, Dr. Murthy’s recent work as co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory Board
during the Biden-Harris Transition will enable him to get started on day one to support the
federal government’s pandemic response.

The National Domestic Workers Alliance is the nation’s leading voice for dignity and fairness for
the more than 2.5 domestic workers in the United States. Caring Across Generations represents
the estimated 53 million family caregivers across the country fighting for supports and services
at every stage of life. The pandemic only highlighted what domestic workers and caregivers
knew all along: care jobs are the engine of our economy and society. Caregivers have been on
the frontlines taking care of our communities while risking their health and the health of their
families. As a member of President Biden’s COVID-19 Transition Advisory Board, Dr. Murthy has



131

45 Broadway, Suite 320

RING | NATIONAL DOMESTIC New York, NY 10006
RO353 | WORKERS ALLIANCE e

DOMESTICWORKERS.ORG

CA
AC
GENE

been a strong advocate to ensure that everyone, including caregivers, has the information and
help they need to fight COVID-19. Given his previous experience as surgeon general, he will be
able to hit the ground running on day one to support the federal government’s pandemic
response and ensure all of America is cared for and healthy.

We appreciate the opportunity to offer our strong support for Dr. Vivek Murthy’s nomination.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ai-jen Poo
Executive Director
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Honorable Patty Murray Honorable Richard Burr
Chair Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the National Medical Association (NMA), I would like to express our strongest support for the
nomination of Dr. Vivek H. Murthy for the position of United States Surgeon General. Dr. Murthy served as an
exemplary U.S. Surgeon under President Obama and created initiatives to tackle the country’s most urgent public
health issues. Dr. Murthy’s experience as an internal medicine specialist with impeccable credentials will be
instrumental in addressing the COVID-19 pandemic, the worst public health crises in 100 years. He will again
serve our country, respecting in every way, the scientific realities and evidence based analysis regarding the state
of health care and health care delivery in the nation.

The NMA is the oldest and largest nonprofit national professional, educational, and scientific organization
representing the interests of African American physicians and the millions of multi-ethnic patients they serve. The
NMA is celebrating 125 years of work to improve the health status and outcomes of people made vulnerable by
racism, geography, socioeconomics, bias, and disability. We are honored to have Dr. Murthy serving as one of the
co-chairs of our 125" Anniversary committee. The NMA continues to promote health equity, address health
disparities and adverse health conditions that disproportionately impact persons of color.

The NMA has engaged with Dr. Murthy many times during his tenure as the 19" U.S. Surgeon General, and most
recently as one of our esteemed panelist for the Edith Irby Jones, MD Plenary Session at our Annual Convention
and Scientific Assembly in August 2020 which addressed COVID-19 and the Black Community. Dr. Murthy and
the NMA have an history of working together on health disparities. He has been a champion for underserved and
underrepresented communities, recognizing the overwhelming impact that social determinants of health have on
the health outcomes for those communities. His initiatives on e-cigarette use in youth, the opioid crisis, climate
change and mental health all align with the priorities that the NMA has continually fought to address, and the
reason why we support with great enthusiasm his nomination and subsequent confirmation as the 21* United States
Surgeon General.

Sincerely,

- 7. ”/ ¢
/37 <
Y, S

Leon McDougle, MD, MPH
President
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February 24, 2021

4v4 VIA EMAIL
®
Mark A. Emmert The Honorable Patty Murray
President Chairwoman
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
PO. Box 6222
o U.S. Senate

Indianapolis, IN 46206 430 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Telephone: 317-917-6222 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
1802 Alonzo Watford Sr. Drive | (7S Senate

Indianapolis, IN 46202 430 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Shipping/Overnight Address:

WWW.Ncaa.org X X
Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the National Collegiate Athletic Association, I would like to express our
overwhelming support for the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to the position of Surgeon
General of the United States.

In April 2019, Dr. Murthy was appointed to serve as one of the inaugural independent members
of the NCAA Board of Governors, the Association’s top governing body. Based upon a
recc dation of former S of State Condoleezza Rice, the independent members were
added to the volunteer board of college and university presidents hailing from across the United

States in order to provide increased objectivity and outside perspectives to college athletic issues.

Throughout his tenure on the board, Dr. Murthy was a leader of leaders, consistently providing
thoughtful counsel and perspective to the higher education community on a myriad of challenges
affecting college sports. Perhaps one of the most difficult was the impact of COVID-19.

Dr. Murthy served on the NCAA COVID-19 Advisory Panel which helped guide the
Association’s response to the pandemic. The panel included leading medical, public health and
epidemiology experts from their respective fields and NCAA member schools. The insights of
panel members, led by Dr. Murthy, were integral to the difficult decision to cancel the 2020
Final Four as well as all remaining winter and spring NCAA championships. At a time when
COVID-19 was still a mystery to the world, Dr. Murthy’s insight and guidance were
instrumental to taking this important — yet unprecedented action.

It is an understatement to declare that Dr. Murthy has been an important presence on our board
during a very challenging time for intercollegiate athletics. We have greatly benefited from his
experience and expertise. He is a terrific example of the valuable perspectives we hoped to gain
when we first added independent members to the board.

National Collegiate Athletic Association

Creating a pathway to opportunity for college athletes
The NCAA is an equal opportunity employer that values inclusive excellence in the workplace.
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Dr. Murthy’s commitment to college sports also included service on the Independent Accountability Oversight
Committee, which oversees the review of select complex cases involving the violation of NCAA rules. Dr.
Murthy’s presence and engagement helped instill integrity, efficiency and effectiveness in this new process.

Higher education institutions across the country have greatly benefited from Dr. Murthy’s expertise. He brings
thoughtful perspectives informed by data and best practice to any decision. Indeed, while his impressive medical
expertise has been invaluable, we also have benefited from his keen judgment, deep insights and the thoughtful
approach he takes to everything he does.

Given his expertise, qualifications, experience and character, the American people would be in excellent hands
with Dr. Murthy as our United States Surgeon General.

Sincerely,

o R s

Mark A. Emmert
NCAA President
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March 16, 2021

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

The National Council of Asian Pacific Americans (NCAPA) Health Committee
strongly supports the confirmation of Dr. Vivek Murthy for Surgeon General of
the United States. We believe Dr. Murthy is preeminently capable and qualified
for this important position within the Administration.

NCAPA is a coalition of 37 national Asian Pacific American organizations. Based
in Washington D.C., NCAPA serves to represent the interests of the greater
Asian American (AA) and Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander (NHPI) communities
and to provide a national voice for AA and NHPI issues.

As you are well aware, Dr. Murthy is an outstanding physician and dedicated
public servant whose character is beyond reproach. His rank as Vice Admiral
within the Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, speaks to the strength
of his leadership. His first appointment as Surgeon General by President Barack
Obama reflects his preparedness to serve within the federal government at the
highest level.

Our country is still reeling from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Whomever is selected as Surgeon General will join you in facing the greatest
public health crisis of our time. The stakes could not be higher, and our country
needs an individual who can exercise reasoned judgement even when under
the greatest pressure—Dr. Murthy fits the bill as well as anyone in the country.

For years, barriers to access to healthcare have been erected for communities
of color, while our confidence and trust in our health system has been eroded.
We need visible leadership such as Dr. Murthy to begin the important task of
rebuilding that trust.

For these reasons, the NCAPA Health Committee strongly urges you to confirm
Dr. Murthy for Surgeon General of the United States.

Sincerely,

NCAPA Health Committee
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NHMA

National Hispanic Medical Association

February 10, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions Labor and Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the National Hispanic Medical Association (NHMA), I would like to express our
strong support for the nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. to the position of Surgeon
General of the United States. Dr. Murthy is a well-respected physician and public health leader,
who will again serve the country well in this role. He understands the important need for public
health leadership and education to the nation’s most vulnerable communities in this COVID-19
pandemic to continue to mask, quarantine, test, trace and vaccinate.

The NHMA represents 50,000 Hispanic physicians who are dedicated to improving the health of
Hispanics and other underserved communities. Our members are at the front lines in community
health centers, nursing homes, hospitals and in private practices and are some of the most trusted
individuals for the Hispanic patients and community about the pandemic and the vaccine uptake.
Dr. Murthy has addressed a past NHMA Annual Conference and has addressed public health and
medical leaders on key issues needed to be addressed by all who are caring for the most vulnerable
and isolated in our nation with limited or no access to health care or mental health care.

Dr. Murthy has key experience for the role of Surgeon General. He served previously as a Harvard
professor, HIV non-profit leader in India, as well as the Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017, and
received high marks for his accomplishments. He focused on education on smoking and e-
cigarettes, opioid abuse, climate change, the Flint, MI drinking water crisis, ebola and zika, mental
health, and supporting the Affordable Care Act. Most recently, he was named co-chair of the
COVID-19 Advisory Board to help the incoming Biden administration coordinate its response and
vaccine distribution.

In summary, NHMA strongly encourages the HELP Committee support the nomination of Dr.
Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the United States. For any questions, please contact
me.

Sincerely,

2ys
Elena Rios, MD, MSPH, FACP
President & CEO
National Hispanic Medical Association

1920 L Street, NW, Suite 725 » Washington, DC20036  Tel(202) 628-5895 * Fax(202)628-5898 ¢ nhma@nhmamd.org ¢ www.nhmamd.org
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O Partnership
to End Addiction

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Committee on Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building 428 Senate Dirksen Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of Partnership to End Addiction, | would like to express strong support for President
Biden’s nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. to the position of Surgeon General of the United
States.

Partnership to End Addiction is a nonprofit organization that mobilizes families, policymakers,
researchers, and health care professionals to more effectively address addiction systemically on a
national scale. Our mission is to transform how our nation addresses addiction by empowering
families, advancing effective care, shaping public policy, and changing culture.

We believe that as Surgeon General, Dr. Murthy would help us in this endeavor because he has a
demonstrated record of recognizing addiction as a health crisis and advancing evidence- and health-
based solutions.

In his time as Surgeon General from 2014 to 2017, Dr. Murthy demonstrated that addiction is a
priority issue. In 2016, he issued the landmark report Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon
General’s Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health, the first ever Surgeon General’s report on
substance use and addiction. It issued a needed call to action to end the addiction crisis and
presented a public health approach grounded in science to do so. The same year, Dr. Murthy also
issued a vital report on e-cigarette use among youth and young adults, placing important emphasis
on the risks of substance use and addiction to youth and the importance of evidence-based
prevention. Dr. Murthy also focused efforts on addressing mental health and on adolescent health,
including mental health and substance use. The reports and other efforts helped not only to advance
effective policies, but also to reduce stigma associated with addiction.

The Surgeon General must raise the profile of substance use disorder as an issue that needs a
public health approach. At this time in particular, when overdose deaths have reached record levels
and the COVID-19 pandemic has led to both the increasing onset of substance use disorders and the
exacerbation of existing ones through increased isolation, anxiety, dire economic consequences, and
barriers to accessing substance use services, it is imperative that there is focus on addressing the
addiction crisis.

To address the overlapping public health crises currently facing our nation, Partnership to End

Addiction strongly encourages the Committee to swiftly report to the full Senate the nomination of Dr.
Murthy to the position of Surgeon General of the United States. Thank you for your consideration.

485 Lexington Avenue, Suite 300  New York, NY 10017t 212 841 5200 f 212 956 8020 drugfree.org
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Sincerely,

A

Creighton Drury
Chief Executive Officer

Partnership to End Addiction |
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601 13th St. NW, Suite 430N

P rima ry care Washington, DC 20005
collaborative thepee.org

PCC Letter of Support for Dr. Vivek Murthy’s Nomination as
Surgeon General

March 5, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

The Primary Care Collaborative strongly supports the nomination of Dr. Vivek Murthy to become
U.S. Surgeon General. As a multi-stakeholder coalition of 60+ organizational members
representing clinicians, payers, purchasers, and patients, the Primary Care Collaborative (PCC)
calls for public and private leadership to take bold actions to bolster the health of our nation. Dr.
Murthy has already proven that he is the right person to lead that charge. In the midst of this
global public health crisis, he brings experience, vision and evidence-based sensibility to get us
through the COVID-19 pandemic stronger for the health challenges that lie ahead.

The PCC has long advocated for the science, systems, and personal relationships to ensure
individuals and families can lead healthy lives. Dr. Murthy’s impressive experience and adept
public messaging has consistently lifted up all three. First, at a time of critical need for vaccine
acceptance and better information on the coronavirus, he has committed to unconditionally
basing the country’s public health efforts in science and effectively promoting those messages to
health care workers and the broader public. Today, such leadership is critical: vaccine hesitancy
is alarmingly high, particularly among communities of color who have been hit hardest by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Primary care clinicians are well-positioned to advise patients on the
importance of vaccines, but they need support from federal leaders and robust education
campaigns to complement their efforts—the kind of messaging Dr. Murthy has pledged to lead
as Surgeon General.
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Second, Dr. Murthy has a proven commitment to strengthening the country’s public health and
health care delivery systems to better serve patients and their communities. COVID-19 has
further exposed a wide gulf between public health and primary care, as well as the
underinvestment in both sectors. Going forward, we believe the two must be better-resourced
and closely linked to ensure good health. Primary care has played a key role triaging, tracking,
and treating COVID-19 cases, but needs better coordination, bi-directional communication with
local and state officials, and more support. Dr. Murthy will continue his work to ensure health
care professionals and practices work collaboratively with public health officials, businesses,
universities, researchers, and community leaders to advance better health, particularly among
under-served communities.

Finally, Dr. Murthy defines health the way the primary care community defines health: as the
physical, mental, and social well-being of individuals. He has brought prominent attention to the
devasting impact of substance use disorder (SUD) in this country, including educating clinicians
on the risks of prescribed opioid painkillers and calling for better screening and evidence-based
treatment for SUD as a chronic condition. More recently, he recognized the dire toll the
pandemic has taken on the mental health of Americans, calling for better insurance coverage for
behavioral health, school-based mental health counseling, and increased integration of
behavioral health and primary care. In a Green Center/PCC national survey of primary care
clinicians, nearly 90% report seeing higher levels of mental health concerns among their
patients and over half say they field weekly calls from patients or colleagues who are
experiencing a mental health crisis. We urgently need a Surgeon General who will bring
attention and resources to addressing this critical need.

The Primary Care Collaborative offers its strong endorsement of Dr. Murthy to become U.S.
Surgeon General for a second time. He is a proven leader who has effectively confronted health
crises under the Obama Administration; we now need him to lead again to help our country
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic and help re-invent a better public health system in the
process. Thank you for the opportunity to share our support.

Sincerely,

ﬂ,,aeyéw’;n/

Ann Greiner
President & CEO
Primary Care Collaborative

pcc
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PCC Executive Members

Below is a list of the Primary Care Collaborative’s executive members that pay dues to the
organization and support its mission. Membership does not indicate explicit endorsement of this letter.

AARP

Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care (AAAHC)
Alzheimer's Association

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (AACAP)
American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP)

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)

American Academy of PAs (AAPA)

American Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP)

American Board of Family Medicine Foundation (ABFM Foundation)
American Board of Internal Medicine Foundation (ABIM Foundation)
American Cancer Society

American College of Clinical Pharmacy (ACCP)

American College of Lifestyle Medicine (ACLM)

American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians (ACOFP)
American College of Osteopathic Internists (ACOI)

American College of Physicians (ACP)

American Psychiatric Association Foundation

American Psychological Association

America's Agenda

Anthem

Ascension Medical Group

Black Women’s Health Imperative (BWHTI)

Blue Cross Blue Shield Michigan

Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield

Community Care of North Carolina

CVS Health

Geisinger Health

Harvard Medical School Center for Primary Care
HealthTeamWorks

Humana, Inc.

IBM

Innovaccer

Institute for Patient and Family-Centered Care (IPFCC)

Johns Hopkins Community Physicians, Inc.

Johnson & Johnson

Mathematica Policy Research

Mental Health America

Merck & Co.

Morehouse School of Medicine - National Center for Primary Care
National Alliance of Healthcare Purchaser Coalitions

@pcc
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National Association of ACOs (NAACOS)
National Coalition on Health Care

National Interprofessional Initiative on Oral Health (NIIOH)
National PACE Association

National Partnership for Women and Families
NCQA

Purchaser Business Group on Health (PBGH)
PCC EHR Solutions

Pediatric Innovation Center

Primary Care Development Corporation (PCDC)
Society of General Internal Medicine (SGIM)
Society of Teachers of Family Medicine (STFM)
SS&C Health

St. Louis Area Business Health Coalition
Takeda Pharmaceuticals U.S.A.

The Verden Group's Patient Centered Solutions
UPMC Health Plan

URAC

@pcc
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STRONGER THAN ADDICTION
March 3, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray, Chair The Honorable Richard Burr, Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf Shatterproof, a national non-profit dedicated to reversing the addition crisis in America, | would like
to express my strongest possible support for President Biden’s nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. to
the position of Surgeon General of the United States.

| suspect you have many recommendations related to Dr. Murthy’s background and credentials. They are
unquestionably a superb fit for this position. In this regard, instead of repeating these credentials, | would like
to express my personal experience with Dr. Murthy while he was previously Surgeon General.

During Dr. Murthy’s previous term as Surgeon General | had the honor of meeting him and getting to know
him personally. Tragically, | am a father who lost a son to addiction. |found Dr. Murthy to be of the utmost
integrity, emphatic, and human. While also comforting me, he also inspired me. He is a man to look up to, to
aspire to be like. As passionate as | am in my quest to help others, he inspired me to want to do more. And to
be a better person.

In addition, as most of us in the field know, stigma is the largest barrier to ensuring what we all want - to
prevent as many of our loved from developing a substance use disorder, and for those who have developed
this disease, receive treatment that is based on science, just like someone with any other disease. Doing so
will prevent countless families from having to experience their worst nightmare, burying a loved one.

Dr. Murthy recognizes the barrier that stigma creates and is a leader in field working to reduce it. Below is a
quote of his that Shatterproof incorporated into our annual report:

“Stigma has created an added burden of shame that has made people with substance use disorders less likely
to come forward and seek help... We must help everyone see that addiction is not a character flaw — it is a
chronic illness that we must approach with the same skill and compassion with which we approach heart
disease, diabetes, and cancer.” —Vivek Murthy, former US Surgeon General

In closing, | believe Dr. Murthy is uniquely qualified to the position of Surgeon General of the United States and
| fully support his nomination. If | can speak with anyone or do anything to further support his nomination,
please do not hesitate to reach out to me.

My warmest regards,

Uy WMokt

Gary Mendell
Founder, Chairman

101 Merritt 7 Corporate Park, 1st Floor « Norwalk, CT 06851 » shatterproof.org « 800-597-2557
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February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of the nation’s hospitalists, the Society of Hospital Medicine
(SHM) strongly supports the nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A.
to the position of Surgeon General of the United States. Dr. Murthy is a
well-respected hospitalist with decades of public health expertise and
brings unparalleled capability to a role that is incredibly important
during a once in a lifetime public health crisis.

Hospitalists are physicians who manage the clinical care of acutely ill,
hospitalized patients. The hospital medicine team includes physicians,
nurse practitioners, physician assistants, and non-clinical staff who work
together to ensure patients in the hospital receive the highest quality
care possible. In addition to their core clinical expertise, hospitalists
work to enhance the performance of hospitals and healthcare systems
and engage in teaching, research, and leadership in the field of general
hospital medicine.

Due to the nature of the COVID-19 pandemic and the care of severely ill
COVID positive patients, hospitalists found themselves at the frontlines
of the national response. Every day hospitalists risk their health and
safety to ensure all patients, including COVID patients, receive the
highest quality care possible. Dr. Murthy’s training and experience as a
hospitalist, combined with his extensive public health expertise, makes
him particularly qualified to act as Surgeon General during this
unprecedented pandemic.

Dr. Murthy was previously named co-chair of the COVID-19 Advisory
Board. In this role, he led the development of the incoming Biden
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Society of Hospital Medicine

Administration’s COVID-19 response, which included vaccine distribution logistics and production. The
depth of his involvement with the Biden administration’s COVID-19 response plan will allow him to
begin his critical work immediately once he is confirmed by the Senate.

Dr. Murthy's previous service as Surgeon General from 2014-2017 gives him added advantage and
institutional knowledge to confront the pressing public health needs of the nation. His historic letter to
physicians on the opioid epidemic in 2016 underscores his team-based approach to solving large,
complex issues. In addition, he emphasized the importance of preventive care that is grounded in
nutrition, healthy eating, physical activity, and emotional well-being. During his tenure, he managed the
nation’s response to Ebola, Zika, and the Flint, MI water crisis. He knows there are many public health
needs simultaneous to and that will emerge after the COVID-19 pandemic, and we are confident in Dr.
Murthy’s ability to lead the nation in confronting and defeating current challenges and those that may
arise during his service.

Dr. Murthy’s track record of public service, public health expertise, and previous experience as Surgeon
General demonstrates his unparalleled qualifications to serve in this role. As Surgeon General, Dr.
Murthy will bring a demonstrated commitment to public service coupled with the quality-driven, results-
oriented mindset of a hospitalist physician.

We urge you to advance his nomination to the position of Surgeon General of the United States.

Sincerely,

S & low

Eric Howell, MD, MHM
Chief Executive Officer
Society of Hospital Medicine



February 24,2021

Hon. Patty Murray, Chair

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
U.S. Senate,

Washington, DC 20510

Hon. Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
U.S. Senate,

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the nation’s leading impact philanthropy solely focused on mental health, addiction, and well-being, | am writing
to express our strong support for the nomination of Vivek Murthy, M.D., M.B.A. as the 21st Surgeon General of the United
States.

Americans are entering a second year of the COVID-19 pandemic compounding the ever-increasing mental health epidemic.
More than 26 million individuals are experiencing mental health illness without treatment. While the year-end funding
package and stimulus contained some support for mental health and substance use-related programs, there has been a
severe lack of funding and prioritization of mental health services across all levels of government. People in every community
across the country are suffering.

We need strong leaders like Dr. Murthy in office immediately to meet the needs of this moment and help bring relief to
millions of Americans. As Surgeon General under the Obama Administration, Dr. Murthy went on a listening tour of America
to hear firsthand about people's health concerns, learning that loneliness is deeply associated with an increased risk of heart
disease, dementia, depression, anxiety, sleep disturbances and even premature death. He also focused heavily on combating
the opioid epidemic and prioritized emotional well-being as a key component underlying all public health issues.

When he was 19™ US Surgeon General, Well Being Trust partnered to advance his, and the Veterans Administration’s
leadership on emotional well-being, addressing the factors that underlay soaring rates of deaths of despair. In the interim
years while he was out of office, we had the opportunity to work closely with Dr. Murthy with him serving as a citizen
advocate, as a Well Being Trust Senior Fellow, helping advance the mental health and well-being of every resident of the
United States.

Dr. Murthy, a strong mental health champion, is uniquely qualified to address both the physical and mental health needs
Americans are facing today. As a key member of President Biden’s COVID-19 task force, he is well versed in the effects the
pandemic has had on Americans well-being and his leadership will be critical to reversing the effects of the mental health
crisis.

We believe Dr. Murthy is committed to addressing the gaps in programs and policies that promote and advance mental
health, reduce stigma, and expand access to critical mental health and addiction care. We look forward to working with Dr.
Murthy on the urgent state of mental health in America and bringing mental health to the forefront of all public health
solutions.

Sincerely,

@fer Wgrnlr

Tyler Norris, CEO

Well Being Trust tyler@wellbeingtrust.org
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Yale OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

PO Box 208229
New Haven CT 06520-8229
T 203 432-2550

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation in support of President Biden’s nomination of Vivek
Murthy, M.D., M.B.A , to the position of Surgeon General of the United States. Dr. Murthy is a 2003
graduate of the Yale School of Medicine and the Yale School of Management, where he earned his M.D.
and M.B.A , respectively.

Throughout his life, Dr. Murthy has demonstrated a commitment to innovation and problem-solving in
order to tackle some of the most critical public health challenges facing our nation and the world. As an
undergraduate, he co-founded VISIONS, a non-profit organization that connected American college
students with peers in India to promote HIV/AIDS education. Later, he created TrialNetworks, which
uses the power of technology to support success in clinical trials. He is also the founder of Doctors for
America, a network of 18,000 doctors and medical students advocating for improved health care in the
United States.

After graduating from Yale, Dr. Murthy completed his residency in internal medicine at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital in Boston. He served as a hospitalist at the Brigham and was a faculty member at
Harvard Medical School. In 2011, he served on President Obama’s advisory group on Prevention,
Health Promotion, and Integrative Public Health.

As surgeon general from 2014 to 2017, Dr. Murthy prioritized efforts to use science to understand and
treat addiction and end the opioid crisis; promote healthy behaviors such as exercise; encourage
vaccination among children; and understand the health effects of e-cigarettes on young people, among
other issues. As vice admiral of the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, he oversaw the
corps’ response to emergencies including Ebola, Zika, the Flint water crisis, and major natural disasters.
Through his writing and speaking, Dr. Murthy has brought national attention to the pervasive problem of
loneliness, which affects millions of Americans.
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The Honorable Patty Murray
The Honorable Richard Burr
February 24, 2021

Page 2

Dr. Murthy continues to be engaged with the Yale community and takes time to participate in events for
students, who look to him as a humanistic physician. They are inspired by his success at blending
clinical practice with work in domestic and international public health.

Throughout his distinguished career, Dr. Murthy has demonstrated a commitment to public service. Yale
is proud of his efforts to improve the health and well-being of Americans and of people around the
world, and I am honored to support his nomination as the next Surgeon General of the United States.

Sincerely,

Peter Salovey
President
Chris Argyris Professor of Psychology
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR THE NOMINATION OF RACHEL LEVINE TO
SERVE AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
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we

Ryan Whyte, Civic Engagement Coordinator | 412-979-1889 | ryan@ lhood.org
1Hood Power

460 Melwood Ave STE 204

Pittsburgh, PA 15241

2/22/2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Confirmation of Dr. Levine’s appointment to serve as Assistant Secretary of Health
Dear Chairwoman Murray, Ranking Member Burr, and Members of the Committee,

I am the Civic Engagement Coordinator at 1Hood Power, a social advocacy organization
committed to building power in Black communities across Pennsylvania. Speaking both on
behalf of myself and as a representative of this organization, I am writing to strongly urge you to
confirm the appointment of Dr. Rachel Levine to serve as Assistant Secretary of Health.

Given her background as the current President of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials and as the current Secretary of Health for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the sixth
most populous state in the nation, Dr. Levine is uniquely qualified to coordinate collaborative
efforts between federal and state Health Departments to address the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. Furthermore, Dr. Levine’s formal expertise in a wide array of public health areas,
such as the opioid crisis, adolescent medicine, eating disorders, and LGBT medicine, establish
her ability to address any number of current or future public health crises in a similar manner.

Additionally, as a resident of Pennsylvania, I have observed Dr. Levine demonstrate an
unwavering commitment to transparency and public engagement by consistently holding press
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conferences to answer questions and provide updates to the public over the course of the
pandemic. This level of commitment held by Dr. Levine demonstrates her crucial emphasis on
prioritizing public health regardless of the circumstances.

For all of these listed reasons, I would like to reiterate our firm belief that Dr. Levine is fully
qualified to serve as the Assistant Secretary of Health and that her appointment to do so should
be confirmed.

Sincerely,

Ryan Whyte
Civic Engagement Coordinator, 1Hood Power



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

February 24, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Senate Committee on Health, Education,
Labor & Pensions Labor & Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

The current issues confronting our healthcare system are among the most difficult that our
nation has ever faced: rapidly increasing insurance and prescription drug prices, the raging opioid
epidemic, and the largest public health crisis in modern history brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.
States need a partner at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services that has experience
confronting these issues head on. Dr. Rachel Levine has worked as a pediatric physician, established
adolescent medicine and eating disorder clinics, and served as Physician General, and later Secretary
of Health, for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. She is uniquely qualified to partner with states to
keep citizens safe and healthy while navigating the pandemic and a post-pandemic world. Therefore, 1
urge the Senate to confirm Dr. Levine quickly and with strong bipartisan support.

When COVID-19 emerged in the U.S., Dr. Levine was laser focused on keeping the citizens
of Pennsylvania safe. She instituted swift and proactive measures that were previously considered
unimaginable because she understood the toll that would be taken by this pandemic otherwise. Dr.
Levine oversaw the implementation of data-driven mitigation efforts across Pennsylvania that were
vital in keeping COVID-19 case numbers and death rates low. Once the vaccine became available to
states, Dr. Levine turned her focus to ensuring an effective, efficient, and equitable rollout in the early
stages. Because of her leadership, Pennsylvania became a model for other states to follow when
developing their own COVID-19 responses.

Dr. Levine understands the impact of the opioid epidemic and its devastating effect on families
across the United States. In her capacity as Physician General of Pennsylvania, Dr. Levine signed an
order allowing all law enforcement officers to carry the anti-overdose medication naloxone. This effort
alone has saved thousands of lives in Pennsylvania. Dr. Levine has also partnered with the
Pennsylvania Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs to assist in combatting the opioid epidemic,
setting up free naloxone distribution points and education programs across the commonwealth to fight
addiction and the stigma surrounding it.
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We need health officials who lead with data-driven and scientific principles, as well as
compassion and empathy. Dr. Levine is precisely the person to meet this moment. Her experience as a
physician, as well as her leadership at the Pennsylvania Department of Health during an unprecedented
pandemic and vaccination rollout, more than qualify her for this role at the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services as we begin to move forward as a nation. I know that Dr. Levine can do this, and
I look forward to working with her in her new role.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

ST L)

TOM WOLF
Governor
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American Academy of Pediatrics
DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN®

February 22,2021

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member, Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions

U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair, Committee on Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions

U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), a non-profit professional organization of
67,000 primary care pediatricians, pediatric medical subspecialists, and pediatric surgical specialists
dedicated to the health, safety, and well-being of infants, children, adolescents, and young adults, |
write offer my strong support of Rachel Levine, MD, FAAP for the position of Assistant Secretary for
Health at the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). We urge Dr. Levine's swift
confirmation by the Senate.

Dr. Levineis a pediatrician who is board certified in both pediatrics and adolescent medicine. She
has been a longstanding member of the AAP and the AAP Section on Adolescent Health. Prior to her
work as a public health official in state government, Dr. Levine was a practicing pediatrician and a
leader in academic medicine. She served as Vice Chair for Clinical Affairs for the Department of
Pediatrics and was Chief of the Division of Adolescent Medicine and Eating Disorders at Penn State
Hershey Medical Center.

As Physician General and Secretary of Health in Pennsylvania, Dr. Levine lead key initiatives on a
number of child health issues including immunizations, disaster preparedness, lead exposure,
maternal and infant mortality, and substance use. She helped lead Pennsylvania's response to the
opioid epidemic. Throughout the present COVID-19 crisis, Dr. Levine has played a critical role in the
state’s efforts to slow the spread of the virus, prepare the health care system to treat COVID patients,
and implement statewide COVID testing. In recognition of her exemplary publicservice, lastJuly,

Dr. Levine was selected as the 2020 recipient of the AAP Child Health Advocate Award.

The position of Assistant Secretary for Health is a critical under normal circumstances and is even
more so given the current crisis. It oversees not only the Office of the Surgeon General and the Public
Health Service, but key offices with responsibility for vaccine policy, adolescent health, women’s
health, minority health, and disease prevention. Dr. Levine's experience and leadership skills will
serve herwellin thisimportant role.

We look forward to working with the committee and Dr. Levine to address health issues of critical
importance to America’s children.

Sincerely,

Lee Savio Beers, MD, FAAP
President

LsBfidb



155

Government and Professional Affairs
1455 Pennsylvania Avenue
Suite 400

Washington, DC 20004-2514 American
202.621.1820 College of
202.621.1819 [fax] Clinical Pharmacy
www.accp.com

February 15, 2021
Dear Dr. Levine:

Rachel Levine, MD

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Room 715-G

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Dr. Levine:

On behalf of the American College of Clinical Pharmacy (ACCP) I am writing to congratulate
you on your nomination as the Assistant Secretary of Health and to voice our support for your
confirmation to this vital position in the Biden Administration.

ACCP is a professional and scientific society that provides leadership, education, advocacy, and
resources enabling clinical pharmacists to achieve excellence in patient care practice and
research. ACCP's membership is composed of over 20,000 clinical pharmacists, residents,
fellows, students, scientists, educators and others who are committed to excellence in clinical
pharmacy practice and evidence-based pharmacotherapy.

The COVID-19 pandemic has placed unprecedented burdens on our nation’s health delivery
infrastructure. As communities across the country struggle to respond to the COVID pandemic, a
comprehensive strategy to ensure a truly team-based, patient-centered approach to patient care
consistent with evolving integrated delivery models, must be prioritized.

Throughout the COVID pandemic, pharmacists have been at the forefront of our nation’s
response efforts. This includes the vital work early in the pandemic to help scale up testing
capabilities, and now pharmacists and pharmacies are at the center of the largest mass-
vaccination in history.

Beyond the urgent work of pharmacists on the front lines of the pandemic response effort,
clinical pharmacists typically practice as fully integrated members of the health care team,
working under formal collaborative practice agreements or institutional privileges, to assume full
responsibility for managing patients’ medication therapies.

During this time of high health care demand, clinical pharmacists have enhanced access to care
by integrating into teams as qualified medication experts trained and credentialed to provide
comprehensive chronic care management.

Providing Leadership in Clinical Pharmacy Practice and Research

American College of Clinical Pharmacy ® 13000 W. 87th St. Parkway ® Lenexa KS 66215-4530 * (913) 492-3311
Michael S. Maddux, Pharm.D., FCCP, Executive Director
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Comprehensive medication management (CMM) refers to the direct patient care process
provided by clinical pharmacists working as formal members of the patient’s health care team
that has been demonstrated to significantly improve clinical outcomes and enhance the safety of
medication use by patients.

As we reach a new stage in the global fight to contain the COVID-19 pandemic and address the
sequelae of unaddressed health issues resulting from care avoidance during the pandemic, the
issue of managing the safe and appropriate delivery of medications across an entire population
takes center stage. This context provides a unique opportunity to improve patient care and
decrease overall healthcare spending by advancing practice models that include CMM - the
patient working in collaboration with the physician and a qualified clinical pharmacist.

With the federal government responsible for more than $1 trillion per year in health care
spending, and mandatory programs projected to overwhelm the entire federal budget, it is vital
that we as a nation provide adequate resources to ensure that health care delivery organizations,
health providers, policymakers, and the people they serve make informed choices about how to
obtain the best care while addressing costs and protecting patient safety.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with your team to as we collectively work to
advance health care delivery models that ensure value and high quality patient outcomes.

Sincerely,

Director, Government Affairs

Cc: Michael S. Maddux, Pharm.D. FCCP, Executive Director
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Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

February 19, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman; Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member; and the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions:

The Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance — AllianceQ serves the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and
denominational partners, formally representing 215 congregations and more than 3,000
members and supporters. AllianceQ supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and gender-
diverse people of faith; and we educate and equip faith communities for Open & Affirming
Ministry. Our work is intersectional, also serving those marginalized by race, gender, class and
immigration status.

As advocates for justice, we are advocating for the appointment of Dr. Rachel Levine to serve
as Assistant Secretary for Health (ASH). We urge you to confirm the appointment of
Pennsylvania Secretary of Health, Dr. Rachel Levine, to serve as Assistant Secretary for
Health (ASH).

As Secretary of Health for the 6th most populous state in the country, Dr. Levine routinely
works with the Assistant Secretary of Health’s office to build critical bridges between federal
and state policies on the pandemic and more. Her election as current President of ASTHO is a
clear testament to the level of faith other public health leaders have in her leadership. To have
a former state Secretary of Health in the ASH position in the coming months, when there is an
urgent need for closer alliance between federal and state pandemic policies, will be invaluable.

We are confident that Dr. Levine is the best possible candidate to serve as Assistant Secretary
for Health in this time of extraordinary demands on our public health system. We strongly

urge you to confirm this appointment with all deliberate speed.

Building a more just Church and world,
*JV\,aJlAbg.‘j( Werr-g LB T

Rev. Melissa Guthrie Loy
Executive Director + Minister
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Government and Professional Affairs
1455 Pennsylvania Avenue
Suite 400

Washington, DC 20004-2514 American
202.621.1820 College of
202.621.1819 [fax] Clinical Pharmacy
www.accp.com

February 16, 2021

Rachel Levine, MD

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW.

Room 715-G

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Dr. Levine:

On behalf of the American College of Clinical Pharmacy (ACCP) I am writing to congratulate
you on your nomination as the Assistant Secretary of Health and to voice our support for your
confirmation to this vital position in the Biden Administration.

ACCP is a professional and scientific society that provides leadership, education, advocacy, and
resources enabling clinical pharmacists to achieve excellence in patient care practice and
research. ACCP's membership is composed of over 20,000 clinical pharmacists, residents,
fellows, students, scientists, educators and others who are committed to excellence in clinical
pharmacy practice and evidence-based pharmacotherapy.

The COVID-19 pandemic has placed unprecedented burdens on our nation’s health delivery
infrastructure. As communities across the country struggle to respond to the COVID pandemic, a
comprehensive strategy to ensure a truly team-based, patient-centered approach to patient care
consistent with evolving integrated delivery models, must be prioritized.

Throughout the COVID pandemic, pharmacists have been at the forefront of our nation’s
response efforts. This includes the vital work early in the pandemic to help scale up testing
capabilities, and now pharmacists and pharmacies are at the center of the largest mass-
vaccination in history.

Beyond the urgent work of pharmacists on the front lines of the pandemic response effort,
clinical pharmacists typically practice as fully integrated members of the health care team,
working under formal collaborative practice agreements or institutional privileges, to assume full
responsibility for managing patients’ medication therapies.

During this time of high health care demand, clinical pharmacists have enhanced access to care
by integrating into teams as qualified medication experts trained and credentialed to provide
comprehensive chronic care management.

Providing Leadership in Clinical Pharmacy Practice and Research

American College of Clinical Pharmacy ® 13000 W. 87th St. Parkway ® Lenexa KS 66215-4530 * (913) 492-3311
Michael S. Maddux, Pharm.D., FCCP, Executive Director
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Comprehensive medication management (CMM) refers to the direct patient care process
provided by clinical pharmacists working as formal members of the patient’s health care team
that has been demonstrated to significantly improve clinical outcomes and enhance the safety of
medication use by patients.

As we reach a new stage in the global fight to contain the COVID-19 pandemic and address the
sequelae of unaddressed health issues resulting from care avoidance during the pandemic, the
issue of managing the safe and appropriate delivery of medications across an entire population
takes center stage. This context provides a unique opportunity to improve patient care and
decrease overall healthcare spending by advancing practice models that include CMM - the
patient working in collaboration with the physician and a qualified clinical pharmacist.

With the federal government responsible for more than $1 trillion per year in health care
spending, and mandatory programs projected to overwhelm the entire federal budget, it is vital
that we as a nation provide adequate resources to ensure that health care delivery organizations,
health providers, policymakers, and the people they serve make informed choices about how to
obtain the best care while addressing costs and protecting patient safety.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with your team to as we collectively work to
advance health care delivery models that ensure value and high quality patient outcomes.

Sincerely,

Director, Government Affairs

Cc: Michael S. Maddux, Pharm.D. FCCP, Executive Director
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AMERICAN PAIN
ASSOCIATION

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murray and Senator Burr,
American Pain Association, representing more than 100,000 pain care health professionals in the US, would like to
strongly support the nomination of Dr Rachel Levine as the next Assistant Secretary of the Department of Health and

Human Services.

Besides her commendable role in combating the opioid crisis in Pennsylvania as the Health Secretary, some of her
other key qualities and achievements are as follows

= Dr. Levine has spent her career helping people, as a clinical provider, in teaching and at the PA Department of
Health as Physician General and Secretary. If fortunate enough to be confirmed, Dr. Levine would be honored
to continue her work to improve the health and well-being of all Americans.

= Dr. Levine has focused her career on issues at the intersection of physician health and mental health,
including her work on eating disorders and substance abuse disorders.

= Dr. Levine's experience in academic medicine and her work as a state health official have prepared her for this
role and she is ready.

= Dr. Levine is committed to advancing health equity to ensure all Americans can live a healthy and full life.

Although Pennsylvania will lose a great leader and caretaker, our nation will be truly served by having a person of her
abilities and virtues at the Department of HHS.

With all this, we will strongly urge you to confirm her nomination.

Sanjay Gupta, MD

President, American Pain Association
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& APHA

AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION
For science. For action. For health.

February 19, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Senate Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the American Public Health Association, a diverse community of public health professionals
who champion the health of all people and communities, I write to express our full support for the
nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine as Assistant Secretary for Health of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services. She has both the knowledge and experience needed to successfully fill this critical role
as we continue to address the COVID-19 pandemic and the many other health challenges we face as a
nation. She is a well-qualified and dedicated public servant with the demonstrated experience, skills and
expertise needed for this important role. Her nomination also paves the way for the first openly
transgender nominee to be confirmed by the Senate.

As the secretary of health in Pennsylvania, she lead the state’s COVID-19 response protecting countless
individuals and the critical health care and public health infrastructure needed to respond to this crisis.
She also worked to address the state’s opioid crisis, collaborating with the medical community to
establish prescribing guidelines and develop prescribing education for medical students. She is also
highly respected by her peers, serving as the president of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials in 2020. I am confident that she will bring the same leadership to HHS as she works with the
other members of President Biden’s health team and the public health community to protect and improve
the health of the public.

We look forward to working with Dr. Levine and other leaders at HHS to improve and strengthen the
health of the nation and achieve health equity. Please feel free to contact me with any questions regarding
our support for her nomination.

Sincerely,

liyé%,;,

Georges C. Benjamin, MD
Executive Director

800 I Street. NW « Washington, DC 20001-3710
202-777-2742 « www.apha.org
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February 22, 2021

U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray, Ranking Member Burr, and Committee Members,

The American Psychiatric Association (APA), the national medical specialty society
representing more than 38,800 physician psychiatrists who treat mental health and
substance use disorders, together with the Pennsylvania Psychiatric Society (PaPS),
support the nomination of Rachel Levine, M.D., as Assistant Secretary of Health at the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). We encourage the Senate to
swiftly confirm Dr. Levine for this important post.

Dr. Levine’s credentials as a leader in medicine are impeccable. She has served as the
Secretary of Health for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania since 2017, to the great
benefit of Pennsylvanians. She is also professor of pediatrics and psychiatry at the
Penn State College of Medicine and serves as President of the Association of State
and Territorial Health Officials. As Pennsylvania’s Secretary of Health, Dr. Levine
signed a standing order for naloxone, enabling pharmacies in Pennsylvania to
dispense this life-saving opioid overdose treatment to thousands, and led efforts to
establish opioid-prescribing guidelines and prescribing education for medical
students. She has also led the COVID-19 response efforts in the Commonwealth.

The skills and commitment Dr. Levine brought to fighting the opioid epidemic in
Pennsylvania now stand to benefit our nation as we navigate through and beyond
COVID-19 and its impacts on mental health. She has been a leader at promoting the
interconnection between physical and mental health. Dr. Levine is nationally
recognized as an eating disorder expert and has been a leading force in the fight to
recognize the toxic effects of bias in all aspects of health care. In fact, Dr. Levine
traveled throughout the state as part of the Governor’s efforts to educate the medical
community and configure LGBTQ-inclusive programs and processes and promote
access to fair and equitable health care services. In recognition of her exemplary
efforts, APA awarded Dr. Levine our 2018 Jacob J. Javits Award, given to a public
servant who has made significant contributions to the field of mental health and
worked to better the lives of people with mental iliness and underserved populations.

If confirmed, Dr. Levine will have an important platform to reduce the stigma
surrounding mental health and advance the availability of evidenced-based
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treatment. She will be an important voice within the Biden Administration for the health and well-being
of everyone in the country, including members of the LGBTQ community and those with mental health
and substance use disorders. We urge the Senate to confirm her as Assistant Secretary for Health at the

earliest opportunity.

Sincerely,

Jord o

7

Saul M. Levin, M.D., M.P.A., FRCP-E, FRCPsych
CEO and Medical Director
American Psychiatric Association

R b S

Richard Silbert, MD, DLFAPA
President
Pennsylvania Psychiatric Society
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@ Penn Medicine

Perelman School of Medicine
University of Pennsylvania Health System

Department of Anesthesiology and Critical Care

February 19, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray, Chairwoman

The Honorable Richard Burr, Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Murray and Burr,

It is my honor to submit a letter in support of the nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine to the position
of Assistant Secretary for Health. Iask that this letter be submitted for the hearing record. 1
have known and worked with Dr. Levine for several years and am delighted to have the privilege
to have done so. I met Dr. Levine when she was initially appointed by Governor Wolf to the
position of Physician General of Pennsylvania and have continued to work on several initiatives
with her following her promotion to Secretary of Health for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Dr. Levine is an excellent leader and nationally recognized health care expert. Ihave seen her
manage many health care related challenges, from the abrupt closing of a major health care
center in Philadelphia, to the state’s response to the opioid pandemic, to the state’s response to
Covid-19. She has demonstrated time and again an ability to quickly understand the issues at
hand then create a policy-driven response focused on needs of the people.

As you very well know, the United States continues to face several health-related challenges and
continues to need individuals in positions of leadership who are hard-working, capable, and
skilled. Dr. Levine has all of these qualities. Dr. Levine will be a wonderful addition to
President Biden’s administration.

Respectfully,

Michael A. Ashburn, MD, MPH, MBA
Professor, Department of Anesthesiology and Critical Care

Senior Fellow, Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics
Director, Penn Pain Medicine Center

CC: The Honorable Robert Casey and The Honorable Patrick Toomey

3400 Spruce Street o Philadelphia, PA 19104-4283
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PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORIES

February 17, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

The Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL) extends our enthusiastic support for the nomination of
Rachel Levine, MD, to serve as assistant secretary for health at the US Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS). Dr. Levine is eminently qualified to help lead our nation’s response to COVID-19 and the many other health
challenges we face. A pediatrician by training, Dr. Levine brings expertise to help address health threats across the
life cycle, including among our most at-risk populations.

As Pennsylvania’s secretary of health and as president of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials,
she has been a leading public health voice and understands the complexities and unique challenges we face in
delivering quality public health services. In addition to Dr. Levine, we are deeply encouraged by the team
nominated by President Biden to lead HHS.

Public health laboratories are an essential component of our nation’s health system. APHL and our member
laboratories, which monitor, detect and respond to a wide range of health threats, stand ready to collaborate on
strengthening our nation’s laboratory system, enhancing our testing capacity and modernizing our data reporting
infrastructure.

We look forward to working with Dr. Levine to help advance our nation’s health agenda.

Sincerely,

Aot ) Bk

Scott J. Becker
Chief Executive Officer

The Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL) works to strengthen laboratory systems serving the public’s
health in the U.S. and globally. APHL’s member laboratories protect the public’s health by monitoring and detecting
infectious and foodborne diseases, environmental contaminants, terrorist agents, genetic disorders in newborns
and other diverse health threats. Learn more at www.aphl.org.

8515 Georgia Avenue, Suite 700, Silver Spring, MD 20910 | P 240.485.2745 | F 240.485.2700 | www.aphl.org
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AAMC

Association of

American Medical Colleges

655 K Street, NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC 20001-2399
T 202 828 0400

aamc.org

February 19, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair

Senate Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions Committee
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Senate Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions Committee
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

The AAMC (Association of American Medical Colleges) is pleased to support the nomination of
Rachel Levine, MD, to be the Assistant Secretary for Health at the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) and urges swift confirmation of Dr. Levine’s nomination.

The AAMC is a not-for-profit association dedicated to transforming health through medical
education, health care, medical research, and community collaborations. Its members are all 155
accredited U.S. and 17 accredited Canadian medical schools; more than 400 teaching hospitals
and health systems, including Department of Veterans Affairs medical centers; and more than 70
academic societies. Through these institutions and organizations, the AAMC leads and serves
America’s medical schools and teaching hospitals and their more than 179,000 full-time faculty
members, 92,000 medical students, 140,000 resident physicians, and 60,000 graduate students
and postdoctoral researchers in the biomedical sciences. Consistent with their missions, AAMC
members have been on the front lines of the COVID-19 response, from activating and refining
hospital and community surge plans, advancing research to identify promising diagnostics,
therapeutics, and vaccines, and supporting local public health mitigation strategies.

As you know, the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH) oversees HHS’s public
health agencies and programs, several presidential advisory committees, regional health offices,
the Office of the Surgeon General, and the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps. The
AAMC believes that Dr. Levine’s career experience as a clinician researcher and public health
official, most recently serving as Pennsylvania’s health secretary, provide invaluable
qualifications to lead OASH. For example, the public health challenges Dr. Levine tackled in
Pennsylvania — including addressing the opioid crisis, combatting infectious diseases such as
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HIV and Hepatitis C, and responding to COVID-19 — show her breadth of experience and
commitment to public service. Before her role as health secretary, Dr. Levine was a professor at
Penn State College of Medicine while also providing clinical care at Penn State Hershey Medical
Center, specializing in the treatment of adolescents and patients with eating disorders. She
additionally has worked to raise awareness on gender identity issues and has advocated for
equitable health care coverage, and she would serve as an important voice in efforts to address
discrimination in health care.

OASH has a profound influence, both immediately and longer-term, in shaping the environment
for public health and guiding the nation’s response to public health emergencies. The AAMC
believes that Dr. Levine’s experience, leadership, public service, and dedication are ideal
qualifications for the role of Assistant Secretary for Health during this critical time and in the
future, and we hope that the Senate will move expeditiously to complete her confirmation.

The AAMC is grateful for your attention and the opportunity to provide these comments in
support of Dr. Levine’s nomination. Please contact me or AAMC Chief Public Policy Officer
Karen Fisher, JD (kfisher@aamc.org) if you believe the AAMC can be of assistance or provide
further information.

Sincerely,

Don)

David J. Skorton, MD
President and Chief Executive Officer
Association of American Medical Colleges

cc: Members of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions Committee
Karen Fisher, JD
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AAMC

Association of

American Medical Colleges

655 K Street, NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC 20001-2399
T 202 828 0400

aamc.org

February 19, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair

Senate Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions Committee
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Senate Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions Committee
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

The AAMC (Association of American Medical Colleges) is pleased to support the nomination of
Rachel Levine, MD, to be the Assistant Secretary for Health at the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) and urges swift confirmation of Dr. Levine’s nomination.

The AAMC is a not-for-profit association dedicated to transforming health through medical
education, health care, medical research, and community collaborations. Its members are all 155
accredited U.S. and 17 accredited Canadian medical schools; more than 400 teaching hospitals
and health systems, including Department of Veterans Affairs medical centers; and more than 70
academic societies. Through these institutions and organizations, the AAMC leads and serves
America’s medical schools and teaching hospitals and their more than 179,000 full-time faculty
members, 92,000 medical students, 140,000 resident physicians, and 60,000 graduate students
and postdoctoral researchers in the biomedical sciences. Consistent with their missions, AAMC
members have been on the front lines of the COVID-19 response, from activating and refining
hospital and community surge plans, advancing research to identify promising diagnostics,
therapeutics, and vaccines, and supporting local public health mitigation strategies.

As you know, the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH) oversees HHS’s public
health agencies and programs, several presidential advisory committees, regional health offices,
the Office of the Surgeon General, and the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps. The
AAMC believes that Dr. Levine’s career experience as a clinician researcher and public health
official, most recently serving as Pennsylvania’s health secretary, provide invaluable
qualifications to lead OASH. For example, the public health challenges Dr. Levine tackled in
Pennsylvania — including addressing the opioid crisis, combatting infectious diseases such as
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HIV and Hepatitis C, and responding to COVID-19 — show her breadth of experience and
commitment to public service. Before her role as health secretary, Dr. Levine was a professor at
Penn State College of Medicine while also providing clinical care at Penn State Hershey Medical
Center, specializing in the treatment of adolescents and patients with eating disorders. She
additionally has worked to raise awareness on gender identity issues and has advocated for
equitable health care coverage, and she would serve as an important voice in efforts to address
discrimination in health care.

OASH has a profound influence, both immediately and longer-term, in shaping the environment
for public health and guiding the nation’s response to public health emergencies. The AAMC
believes that Dr. Levine’s experience, leadership, public service, and dedication are ideal
qualifications for the role of Assistant Secretary for Health during this critical time and in the
future, and we hope that the Senate will move expeditiously to complete her confirmation.

The AAMC is grateful for your attention and the opportunity to provide these comments in
support of Dr. Levine’s nomination. Please contact me or AAMC Chief Public Policy Officer
Karen Fisher, JD (kfisher@aamc.org) if you believe the AAMC can be of assistance or provide
further information.

Sincerely,

Don)

David J. Skorton, MD
President and Chief Executive Officer
Association of American Medical Colleges

cc: Members of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions Committee
Karen Fisher, JD
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ASSOCIATION OF STATE AND TERRITORIAL HEALTH OFFICIALS aSthO
National Headquarters Regional Office www.astho.org
2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 450 600 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 1000 @ASTHO
Arlington, VA 22202 Atlanta, GA 30308
(202) 371-9090 (202) 371-9090

February 17, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee Committee

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO), | am pleased to support President
Biden’s nomination of Rachel Levine, MD, to serve as Assistant Secretary for Health at the Department of
Health and Human Services. Prior to her nomination, Dr. Levine served as the Secretary of Health for the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and president of ASTHO. We strongly urge the Senate to promptly confirm Dr.
Levine to this position.

As the Assistant Secretary for Health, Dr. Levine’s leadership will prove invaluable at this pivotal moment in
public health. She is a dynamic leader with extensive experience as the former president of ASTHO working
with federal, state, local, and territorial public health officials throughout the country to address America’s
most pressing health issues. In her previous role as Secretary of Health in Pennsylvania, she made huge strides
in combating the opioid epidemic, advancing LGBTQ equity, protecting rural health, and leading Pennsylvania’s
public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

On a personal note, during Dr. Levine’s tenure as a leader and president of ASTHO | witnessed first-hand Dr.
Levine’s steady, fair, nonpartisan commitment to improving the health of the entire population while
navigating one of the most consequential moments in our nation’s history. Throughout this time, Dr. Levine
ensured that data, evidence, and science drove policy decisions by our organization.

Throughout her career, Dr. Levine has led with a discerning blend of urgency, expertise, and compassion. It is
therefore, without hesitation, that ASTHO fully supports her nomination to the position of Assistant Secretary
for Health. ASTHO looks forward to working with the Senate throughout the confirmation process. If you

require additional information or have any questions please contact Carolyn Mullen, senior vice president of
government affairs & public relations at cmullen@astho.org.

Sincerely,

g~

Michael Fraser, PhD, MS, CAE, FCPP
Chief Executive Officer, Association of State and Territorial Health Officials

CC: Nirav Shah, ASTHO President & Director, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
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BIG CITIES
HEALTH COALITION

February 19, 2021
The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr
Chairwoman Ranking Member

United States Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the Big Cities Health Coalition (BCHC), | write to express our strong support for Dr. Rachel
Levine’s nomination as Assistant Secretary for Health (ASH) for the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services. BCHC is a forum for the leaders of America’s largest metropolitan health departments
to exchange strategies and jointly address issues to promote and protect the health and safety of the 62
million, or one-in-five, people our members serve.

In the midst of the worldwide COVID pandemic, a comprehensive response with the full force of the
federal government, from the White House, to the Cabinet, to HHS and all of its subagencies, is needed.
In particular, it is incredibly important to have persons with extensive public health practice experience
in positions of policy-making, such as the role of the ASH. With a wealth of public health practice
experience, including an understanding of state and local public health functions and needs, and a
dedication to health equity, Dr. Levine is ideal for this position. Such leadership at the federal level is
vital to the COVID-19 response and recovery, as well as a highly functioning public health system post-
pandemic.

Just prior to being nominated, Dr. Levine served as Secretary of Health for the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, leading the response through the first 10 months of the COVID-19 pandemic. She acted
decisively to protect the health and well-being of the people of Pennsylvania. In the face of immense
pressure, Dr. Levine’s unwavering leadership has been a model for the field. Her experience and
knowledge will prove critical as the federal government implements the national response plan,
manages vaccine distribution, and, ultimately, rebuilds and recovers from the COVID-19 pandemic.

In her time as the Pennsylvania Health Secretary, Dr. Levine also focused resources on the opioid
epidemic and implemented a multi-pronged approach to reduce death and increase evidence-based
treatment. Substance Use Disorder is, of course, an ongoing challenge the country faces, that has been
exacerbated by the pandemic. And, at a time of growing income and health inequity, Dr. Levine will
approach policy decisions with this in mind, and work to protect and promote the health of most
vulnerable among us, not just a select few.

7501 WISCONSIN AVENUE, SUITE 1310E, BETHESDA, MD 20814 // WWW.BIGCITIESHEALTH.ORG
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Dr. Levine's extensive experience, knowledge, and leadership in public health practice make her a truly
qualified candidate to be the Assistant Secretary for Health at the Department of Health and Human
Services. As the primary advisor on matters involving the nation’s public health, we look forward to
working with her and urge the Senate to confirm Dr. Levine as quickly as possible.

We thank you both for your continued leadership in strengthening the nation’s public health system.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to me at either juliano@bigcitieshealth.org or 202-557-6507 for
further information as you move forward Dr. Levine’s nomination.

Sincerely,

%?m %

Chrissie Juliano, MPP
Executive Director

Big Cities Health Coalition

7501 WISCONSIN AVENUE, SUITE 1310E, BETHESDA, MD 20814 // WWW.BIGCITIESHEALTH.ORG
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February 24, 2021

The Honorable Ron Wyden
Chairman, Committee on Finance
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Patty Murray
Chairwoman, Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510
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The Honorable Mike Crapo

Ranking Member, Committee on Finance
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member, Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Wyden, Ranking Member Crapo, Chairwoman Murray, and Ranking Member
Burr:

The Center for American Progress, an independent nonpartisan research institute dedicated to
improving the lives of all Americans through bold, progressive ideas, writes to express its strong
support for confirming Dr. Rachel Levine for Assistant Secretary of Health (ASH) of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). We applaud Dr. Levine’s many years of
experience as a public health leader and health policy expert dedicated to improving the health and
wellbeing of all Americans.

As Secretary of Health for Pennsylvania, the 6" most populous state in the country, Dr. Levine has
worked to strategically combat the COVID-19 pandemic and regularly collaborates with the
current ASH office to coordinate federal and state policies in response to the pandemic and a
myriad of other issues. Her election as President of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials is evidence of her leadership and the respect she has garnered among other public health
experts. Moreover, during her tenure as Physician General of Pennsylvania, Dr. Levine advanced
a health policy agenda to combat the opioid epidemic, improve quality of and access to mental
health and substance use disorder care and treatment, and build a more fair and equitable health
care and health insurance system. In addition to her work as a dedicated public servant, Dr. Levine
also offers academic expertise, serving as Professor of Pediatrics and Psychiatry at the Penn State
College of Medicine, and as a fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Society for
Adolescent Health and Medicine, and the Academy for Eating Disorders.

Now more than ever, Dr. Levine’s leadership and expertise is needed to help the country respond
to the COVID-19 pandemic, which has created unprecedented challenges for our public health and
health care infrastructure, increased barriers to care, and exacerbated existing health disparities.
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As the federal government continues to collaborate with states to administer tests and vaccines
while also working to address the detrimental impacts of this public health crisis — particularly for
women, communities of color and low-income households — the role of ASH will be vital. As ASH
of HHS, Dr. Levine would have the opportunity to lend her expertise to ensure effective and
efficient agency management and delivery of services, while advancing a meaningful and
impactful health policy agenda that meets the needs of all Americans. At this crucial juncture, it is
imperative that the office of ASH be helmed by a leader with a proven track record of success;
direct experience improving our nation’s health care system and managing large public health
agencies;, and a deep understanding of our health care system and the importance of equitable
access to care, particularly for our most vulnerable and marginalized communities. We believe
that Dr. Rachel Levine is that individual.

In addition to her clear qualifications and merits, if confirmed Dr. Levine would be the first openly
transgender person confirmed by the Senate as a federal official, making her confirmation historic.

We urge the Committee and the Senate to swiftly confirm Dr. Levine.
Sincerely,

Center for American Progress
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GENTERLINK

February 19,2021 THE COMMUNITY OF LGBT CENTERS
g

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Murray and Burr,

CenterLink: The Community of LGBT Centersis writingto encourage the appointment of Pennsylvania
Secretary of Health, Dr. Rachel Levine, to serve as Assistant Secretary for Health (ASH).

Foundedin 1994 as a member-based coalitionto support the development of strong, sustainable LGBTQ
community centers, a fundamental goal of CenterLink’s work is to help build the capacity of these centers to
address the social, cultural, health, and political advocacy needs of LGBTQ community membersacross the
country. CenterLink plays a vital role in addressing the challenges centers face by helpingthemto improve
theirorganizational and service delivery capacity, access publicresources, and engage theirregional
communitiesingrassroots social justice movements.

CenterlLink strongly believesthat Dr. Levine isan experienced publichealth leaderwhois well-prepared for
this important role. As Secretary of Health for the 6 most populous state in the country, Dr. Levine routinely
works with the Assistant Secretary of Health’s office to build critical connections between state and federal
policiesduringthe COVID-19 pandemic. Her connections and knowledge will be invaluable when formingclose
alliances between federal and state health agencies going forward.

Dr. Levine is President of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO). She formerly served
as Chief of the Division of Adolescent Medicine and Eating Disorders at the Penn State Hershey Medical
Center. Dr. Levine has published and lectured widely on the opioid crisis, adolescent medicine, eating
disorders, and LGBT medicine. Dr. Levine isalso a member of the LGBTQI+ community and the highestlevel
openlytransgender public health professional in U.S. history.
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Dr. Levine has served as both physiciangeneral and secretary of health for Pennsylvania where she managed
the state’sresponse to both the opioid epidemicand the COVID-19 pandemic. She is deeply respected and
trusted by publichealth leaders across the country. Her nominationto serve as Assistant Secretary of Health
has been supported by major public health organizationsincluding the American Medical Association,
American PublicHealth Association, American Psychiatric Association, and more.

We are confidentthat Dr. Levine is the best possible candidate to serve as Assistant Secretary for Health in this
time of extraordinary demandson our public health system. We strongly urge you to confirm this
appointmentas soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Denise Spivak
CEO
CenterLink: The Community of LGBT Centers
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74 NASTAD

444 North Capitol Street NW, Suite 339
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 434.8090 | NASTAD.org

February 22, 2021

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of NASTAD (National Alliance of State and Territorial
AIDS Directors), a leading non-partisan non-profit association that
represents governmental public health officials who administer
HIV and hepatitis programs in the U.S., | would like to offer our
organization’s support for Dr. Rachel Levine to serve as the
Assistant Secretary for Health at the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS). Based on our experience with her and her
exceptional qualifications of leadership, expertise, and vision,
NASTAD believes Dr. Levine is an excellent candidate for this
important role.

Dr. Levine is an accomplished pediatrician who currently serves

as the Secretary of Health for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
professor of Pediatrics and Psychiatry at the Penn State College of
Medicine, and as president of ASTHO, the Association of State and
Territorial Health Officials. In her various roles, she has led
Pennsylvania’s public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic;
spearheaded efforts to end the opioid epidemic; and advocated
on behalf of the LGBTQ community. With this nomination, Dr.
Levine would become the first openly transgender federal official
to be confirmed by the U.S. Senate.

With a diverse career in public health and medicine, Dr. Levine
brings expertise on numerous aspects of health including LGBTQ+
medicine, adolescent medicine, and eating disorders. Dr. Levine’s
experience as a physician and a public health leader will be crucial
to combating both COVID-19 and the intersecting HIV, viral
hepatitis, and related epidemics.

Dr. Levine is uniquely suited to serve as our next Assistant
Secretary of Health at the Department of Health and Human

Officers

Chair

Marlene McNeese, Houston
Chair-Elect
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Vice Chair
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Services and to fulfill the vision President Biden has put forth for public health. Her medical
experience, as well as the numerous years of experience she has in public and community
health make Dr. Levine an asset to the Department of Health and Human Services.

Ry

Stephen Lee MD, MBA, DHSM
Executive Director
NASTAD

Sincerely,

NASTAD | Bridging Science, Policy, and Public Health
444 North Capitol Street NW, Suite 339 - Washington, DC 20001 - (202) 434.8090 -
NASTAD.org
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Senator Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Patty Murray
Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Dr. Rachel Levine’s Nomination for Assistant Secretary for Health
Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

The Eating Disorders Coalition for Research, Policy & Action (EDC) would like to
express its full support of Dr. Rachel Levine’s nomination as Assistant Secretary for
Health at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The EDC is a nonprofit
organization comprised of patient and caregiver advocates, treatment providers,
advocacy organizations, and academics, aimed to advance the recognition of eating
disorders as a public health priority throughout the U.S. By promoting federal support
for improved access to care, the EDC secks to increase the resources available for
education, prevention, and improved training, as well as for scientific research on the
ctiology, prevention, and treatment of eating disorders.

Dr. Rachel Levine has a long and distinguished career in the field of public health;
her work has been expansive and touched many areas of healthcare, including eating
disorders issues. Prior to her most recent role as Secretary of Health for the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Dr. Levine founded the Division of Adolescent
Medicine and Eating Disorders at Penn State Children’s Hospital at the Milton S.
Hershey Medical Center, where she served as Chief of the Division from 2005-2015
and led the care of adolescents facing a range of different medical and mental health
issues. She also served as the Director of the Eating Disorders Program at the same
institution from 2003-2015, where she helped oversee interdisciplinary outpatient
programs, intensive outpatient programs, and partial hospitalization programs for
children and young adolescents, as well as programs for older adolescents and adults.
Dr. Levine has also lectured internationally on adolescent eating disorders and
contributed to a substantial number of scientific papers on eating disorders issues
including, “A National Survey of Eating Disorder Training,” in the International
Journal of Eating Disorders, a paper the EDC often references when discussing the
lack of standard eating disorder training for doctors.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, she helped establish the COVID-19
Department Operations Center, rapidly expanded testing, and organized the
distribution of N-95 masks and other Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), all while
promoting health equity to protect vulnerable and disadvantaged populations. Dr.
Deborah Birx, formerly of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, stated she
would give Pennsylvania an A-minus for their efforts led by Dr. Levine, only because
she does not give out solid As. In addition to her work on the pandemic, Dr. Levine
also led innovative efforts to address the opioid crisis and expand the capabilities of
the state’s Bureaus of Epidemiology and Laboratories.

PO Box 96503-98807 m Washington, D.C. 20090
202-543-9570
www.eatingdisorderscoalition.org
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Additionally, Dr. Levine has also proven her leadership abilities and public health
knowledge in her other roles, including as Physician General for Pennsylvania,
Professor of Pediatrics and Psychiatry at the Pennsylvania State University College
of Medicine, and most recently when she became the President of the Association of
State and Territorial Health Officials in 2020. In these roles, she continues to serve
the healthcare needs of all people and bring attention to the needs of underserved
populations including the LGBTQ+ and BIPOC communities.

In addition to her strong professional and academic records, Dr. Levine has
established a reputation as a leader who leads with honesty, compassion, and
integrity. The EDC expresses its endorsement for Dr. Levine’s confirmation as
Assistant Secretary for Health.

Sincerely,

CL. (L

Chase Bannister, MpIv, MSW, LCSW, CEDS
President, Board of Directors
Eating Disorders Coalition for Research, Policy & Action

PO Box 96503-98807 m Washington, D.C. 20090
202-543-9570
www.eatingdisorderscoalition.org



181

ENDOCRINE =
SOCIETY mmi

February 18, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Health, Education, Labor & Pensions (HELP) Committee
428 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC20510

Dear Senators Murray and Burr:

On behalf of the Endocrine Society, | am writing today to express our support for the nomination of Dr.
Rachel Levine for the position of Assistant Secretary of Health (ASH).

The Endocrine Society is the world’s oldest, largest, and most active organization dedicated to the
understanding of hormone systems and the clinical care of patients with endocrine disorders and
diseases. Our membership of over 18,000 physicians and researchers who are experts in diabetes,
thyroid, menopause, reproduction, endocrine-disrupting chemicals, osteoporosis, obesity, and other
hormone health topics. As such we are deeply committed to accelerating scientific breakthroughs to
improve health and addressing the difficult and pressing health policy decisions.

Dr. Levine’s background makes her deeply qualified and uniquely suited to help lead the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) at this critical time. A graduate of Harvard University and Tulane
Medical School, Dr. Levine is an accomplished pediatrician who was appointed in 2015 by Governor
Tom Wolf as Pennsylvania’s physician general, the state’s top doctor. Impressed with her background in
behavioral and mental health, the state Senate voted unanimously to approve her. In 2017 she was
named Acting Secretary of Health and confirmed as Pennsylvania’s health secretary. Her efforts to
contain the coronavirus; fight and prevent diseases such as HIV, Hepatitis C, and diabetes; reduce health
disparities, end the opioid epidemic; and support the LGBTQ community reflect her knowledge, and
expertise to lead public health efforts and successfully work with key health offices and programs across
HHS, local and state health departments, and multiple physician, researcher, and patient groups.

The Endocrine Society has had the opportunity to work with Dr. Levine on several key initiatives and
witness her intelligence, commitment to public health, and effective leadership. She spoke at our annual
meeting in 2017 during a plenary about transgender health, research, and taught many of our members
about important physician and patient considerations; she presented at a educational briefing we
conducted for congressional offices about transgender health and provided valuable information about
access to care; and she provided feedback on a pilot quality improvement study we conducted in
Pennsylvania to reduce the incidence and severity of hypoglycemia in older patients with type 2
diabetes.

Dr. Levine’s dynamic and innovative leadership will prove invaluable during this critical time in public
health as our nation battles not only the pandemic but other serious health crises, including the growing
epidemics of diabetes drug addiction and inequities in health care. We know Dr. Levine will be able to
take huge strides to protect our nation’s health.

2055 L Street NW
Suite 600
Washington, DC
20036

T.202.971.3636
F.202.736.9705
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We urge you to support the nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine so that the full Senate will be able to swiftly
confirm her to the position of HHS Assistant Secretary of Health. If we can be of any further assistance,
please contact Mila Becker, Chief Policy Officer at mbecker@endocrine.org.

Sincerely,

2

Gary D. Hammer, MD, PhD
President, Endocrine Society

cc Senator Charles Schumer, Majority Leader
Senator Mitch McConnell, Minority Leader

Hormone Science to Health
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FPCA

FAMILY PLANNING

COUNCILS OF AMERICA, INC.

February 21, 2021
To Members of the Committee:

| am writing on behalf of the Family Planning Councils of America (FPCA) in enthusiastic support of the
nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine to the position of Assistant Secretary of Health (ASH) in the Department
of Health and Human Services.

FPCA is a trade association of private, not-for-profit, Title X funded grantee organizations invested in
strengthening the national family planning program and devoted to keeping Title X a national priority.
FPCA utilizes the service delivery expertise of its members to promote excellence in the development,
operation and evaluation of community-based systems of reproductive health care. Serving as a forum
for the exchange of information and exploration of issues of concern, FPCA advocates for the provision
of high-quality services; supports effective and efficient management practices; and advises on program
and policy development resulting in improved health status of clients and communities.

Dr. Levine has impeccable credentials for this role. While her academic and medical training are
impressive, having studied and/or trained at Harvard College, Tulane University School of Medicine, and
Mt. Sinai, it is her track record in medical practice and in her public health posts that excite us as public
health professionals most, and warrant her swift confirmation.

Dr. Levine brings to the Assistant Secretary of Health (ASH) role a valuable combination of clinical (as a
practicing pediatrician), academic (as a professor and lecturer), and public health experience (as
Pennsylvania’s Physician General for two years, and then Secretary of Health). Importantly, given the
unique and intense health challenges facing the Biden Administration and our nation, Dr. Levine also
brings to the ASH role entrepreneurial, innovative thinking. She founded the Penn State Hershey Eating
Disorder Program; led Pennsylvania’s opioid response at a time of true crisis, taking the bold step of
authorizing pharmacies to dispense life-saving naloxone to anyone requesting it; and provided much
needed steady, caring leadership to Pennsylvanians throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

Dr. Levine’s areas of focus and concern align closely with ours as family planning organizations. She has
demonstrated a lifelong commitment to adolescent care, including sexual and reproductive health care,
care for eating disorders, and care for the rights and needs of LGBTQAI youth. She is knowledgeable in,
and committed to, maternal and child health, and has a fundamental commitment to integrated care,
with a focus on the connection between mental and physical health. She recognizes the critical need for
health equity and inclusion in public health. And she sees sexual and reproductive health as basic

components of overall health and wellbeing.

Our members from Pennsylvania who have had the honor of working directly with Dr. Levine have found
her to be an accessible leader who has treated them as partners in achieving public health goals. Dr.
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Levine keynoted an annual conference for our member AccessMatters, speaking on the topic of
adolescent health. Another member, Maternal and Family Health Services, awarded Dr. Levine its
Outstanding Public Service Award in recognition of her work as an advocate for the health of teens and
children throughout Pennsylvania, as well as for the LGBTQAI community.

With her strong public health background and lifetime of service, Dr. Levine is highly qualified and
prepared for the ASH role. In addition, she would be the first transgender person to be confirmed by
the US Senate - a trailblazing role with which she is familiar and for which she is equipped, and further
evidence of the commitment of the Biden Administration to ensuring all voices and communities are
represented in the nation’s highest positions.

As grantees of our nation’s critical safety net family planning program, we heartily support the
nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine as ASH, confident in our belief that she will be a careful steward of, and
champion for, the Title X program we hold dear. We urge her swift confirmation.

Sincerely,

%WW /%wwwg«\

Brenda L. “Bré” Thomas

President
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FENWAYHIHEALTH

February 23, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Elizabeth Letter@help.senate.gov.

Dear Chairwoman Murray, Ranking Member Burr, and Committee Members,

On behalf of Fenway Health, a federally qualified health center and HIV clinic in
Boston, we write to urge you to confirm the appointment of Pennsylvania
Secretary of Health, Dr. Rachel Levine, to serve as Assistant Secretary for Health
(ASH).

Dr. Levine is eminently qualified to serve as ASH. She is currently Secretary of
Health for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and Professor of Pediatrics and
Psychiatry at the Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine. She is a
fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Society for Adolescent Health
and Medicine, and the Academy for Eating Disorders. Dr. Levine is President of
the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO). She formerly
served as Chief of the Division of Adolescent Medicine and Eating Disorders at the
Penn State Hershey Medical Center. Dr. Levine has published and lectured widely
on the opioid crisis, adolescent medicine, eating disorders, and LGBT medicine.
Dr. Levine is also a member of the LGBTQI+ community and the highest level
openly transgender public health professional in U.S. history.

As Secretary of Health for the sixth most populous state in the country, Dr. Levine
routinely works with the Assistant Secretary of Health’s office to build critical
bridges between federal and state policies on the pandemic and more. Her election
as current President of ASTHO is a clear testament to the level of faith other public
health leaders have in her leadership. To have a former state Secretary of Health in
the ASH position in the coming months, when there is an urgent need for closer
alliance between federal and state pandemic policies, will be invaluable.

ANSIN BUILDING 1340 Boylston Street, Boston MA 02215 WEB fenwayhealth.org
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We are confident that Dr. Levine is the best possible candidate to serve as
Assistant Secretary for Health in this time of extraordinary demands on our public
health system. We strongly urge you to confirm this appointment with all
deliberate speed.

Sincerely,

Ellen LaPointe
CEO

Carl Sciortino
Executive Vice President

Sean Cahill, PhD
Director, Health Policy Research

Carrie Richgels
Manager of Policy and Advocacy

Cc:  Senator Warren
Senator Markey
Congresswoman Pressley
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Geisinger

Karen Murphy, PhD, RN

Executive Vice President

Chief Innovation Officer

Founding Director of the Steele Institute for Health Innovation
Geisinger

100 N. Academy Avenue

Danville, PA 17822

570-271-7091

kmurphy2@geisinger.edu

February 18, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Murray and Burr,

This letter serves as my recommendation for Dr. Rachel Levine in consideration of her
nomination as Assistant Secretary of Health.

Tinitially met Dr. Levine when we joined Governor Tom Wolf’s cabinet in 2015. Dr. Levine was
appointed Physician General and I served as Secretary of Health. For the next two years, I
worked closely with Dr. Levine on a wide variety of issues and challenges facing the Department
of Health. During that time, I found Dr. Levine to be a brilliant physician as well as a dedicated
public servant. I consistently found her to be well informed and valued her counsel.

During my time working with Dr. Levine, she embraced the challenges of the opioid addiction
crisis in Pennsylvania. She worked tirelessly to decrease the number of overdose deaths in the
state. Dr. Levine signed a statewide physicians order for Naloxone that allowed all
Pennsylvanians to have access to the life-saving drug. She was successful in development of new
strategies for treatment of opioid addiction. She always worked collaboratively across all
agencies of federal and state government. Dr. Levine was/is highly regarded by her colleagues
and Department of Health staff.

Dr. Levine was appointed Secretary of Health when I left the role in June 2017. She continued to
be an exemplary leader on important health issues facing Pennsylvanians. Dr. Levine
demonstrated concern for the most vulnerable populations. For example, Dr. Levine led the PA
Rural Health Model in partnership with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation. The
PA Rural Health Model is an innovative payment model designed to provide stability and access
to health care in rural communities across Pennsylvania. Dr. Levine continued her work on
opioid addiction and behavioral health. She worked on important regulatory and legislation to
improve the health of all Pennsylvanians.
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Over the past year, Pennsylvanians were fortunate to have Dr. Levine lead the state’s response to
the global COVID-19 pandemic. Dr. Levine demonstrated extraordinary leadership. She
effectively communicated critical information to Pennsylvanians by hosting a daily press
briefing. Dr. Levine worked collaboratively with health systems to secure testing, personal
protective equipment (PPE) and launched a statewide vaccine program. Her unwavering
dedication to mitigate the transmission of COVID-19 in Pennsylvania was abundantly clear.

I am grateful that I had the opportunity to work with Dr. Levine. I wholeheartedly endorse her
nomination as Assistant Secretary of Health. There is no doubt that Dr. Levine will do great
work at HHS.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have additional questions.

Sincerely,

% Qum ))u,uacaﬁ D @\/

Karen M. Murphy, PhD, RN

Executive Vice President

Chief Innovation Officer

Founding Director of the Steele Institute for Health Innovation
Geisinger
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GLMA

February 19, 2021 Health Professionals
Advancing LGBTQ Equality

The Honorable Patty Murray, Chair

The Honorable Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions

United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray, Ranking Member Burr and Distinguished HELP Committee Members:

On behalf of GLMA: Health Professionals Advancing LGBTQ Equality (GLMA) and our
LGBTQ health professional members nationwide, we enthusiastically and without reservation
endorse the nomination of Rachel Levine, MD, to serve as Assistant Secretary for Health in the
US Department of Health and Human Services. We urge members of the Senate Committee on
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) to support her nomination and call for swift
confirmation by the full Senate.

Dr. Levine’s exemplary record of public service make her uniquely and eminently qualified to
take on the public health portfolio that falls under the Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Health. As you know, as the Assistant Secretary for Health, she would be responsible for
protecting the entire nation’s public health at one of the most challenging moments the nation
has faced with regard to health and well-being.

Dr. Levine has already proven herself ready and prepared to take on these challenges. Her
expertise and experiences leading Pennsylvania’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic as the
commonwealth’s Secretary of Health will be invaluable as she tackles the formidable public
health crises affecting our nation. Dr. Levine will bring the same qualities to this work nationally
that have served her well throughout her public service career, including reliance on scientific
and medical evidence and commitment to equity and inclusion to develop and implement
policies and programs that advance health and well-being for all.

As you may be aware, GLMA is itself an organization of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
queer (LGBTQ) healthcare providers and our allies dedicated to advancing health equity for the
LGBTQ community. Throughout her career, Dr. Levine has worked to improve healthcare
access for LGBTQ people and has spoken eloquently about diversity in the health professions,
core parts of GLMA’s mission. In 2017, GLMA bestowed upon her our highest honor, the
GLMA Achievement Award, in recognition of her exemplary work.

GLMA members, and indeed the entire 825,000+ strong LGBTQ healthcare workforce, look to
Dr. Levine as a role model and a trailblazer among LGBTQ health professionals and all public
servants. Her confirmation will send a strong message not only about valuing diversity and
inclusion but also about the rewards of hard work, perseverance and public service.

1629 K Street NW, Suite 300 | Washington, DC 20006 | 202-600-8037 | Fax: 202-478-1500 | info@glma.org | www.glma.org
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In conclusion, GLMA strongly supports Dr. Levine’s confirmation as Assistant Secretary for
Health and respectfully requests the Committee and its members to do the same.

Sincerely,

L Vg
Scott Nass, MD, MPA Hector Vargas, JD
GLMA President GLMA Executive Director

1133 19 Street, Suite 302 | Washington, DC 20036 | 202-600-8037 | Fax: 202-478-1500 | info@gima.org | www.gima.org
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HUMAN
RIGHTS

CAMPAIGNg
February 22, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington D.C. 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of the Human Rights Campaign (HRC), the nation’s largest civil rights organization
working to achieve lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) equality, we write to
support the nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine to serve as Assistant Secretary for Health at the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). To successfully serve as assistant health
secretary, a nominee must have an exceptional understanding of health and policy in addition to
an analytic, thoughtful temperament. Dr. Levine’s professional record and public presence
demonstrate her ability to serve with distinction.

Throughout her career, Dr. Levine has consistently dedicated herself to enhancing the health and
well-being of the public. She brings valuable expertise that is critical to the federal government’s
response to COVID-19. Prior to her time as Secretary of Health in Pennsylvania where she led
the response against the COVID-19 pandemic, she served as Physician General in 2015. In
addition to her time in government, Dr. Levine was a long-time pediatrician at Penn State Health
Milton S. Hershey Medical Center and a professor at Penn State College of Medicine.

The department performs the critical function of providing effective health and human services
for all members of the public through various programs. At a time when access to health care is a
growing crisis, Dr. Levine has the empathy to understand the health needs of our diverse country
and the skillset to improve outcomes. As the first transgender person nominated to a Senate
confirmed position, Dr. Levine also brings needed diversity to the federal government. Now
transgender people will finally see themselves reflected in the make-up of our government’s
most important positions.
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We strongly urge you to vote in favor of this historic nomination to the HHS. Thank you for your
consideration. If you have any questions or need more information, please contact HRC
Government Affairs Director David Stacy at David.Stacy@hrc.org.

Sincerely,

Alphonso David

President

Human Rights Campaign
1640 Rhode Island Ave. N.W.
Washington, DC 20036-3278
(202) 628-4160
https://www.hrc.org/
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\ LegacyCommunityHealth.org
COMMUNITY HEALTH

February 19, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: In support of Dr. Rachel Levine as Assistant Secretary of Health and Human Services
Chairwoman Murray and Members of the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments in regards to Health and Human Services Appointee,
Pennsylvania Secretary of Health, Dr. Rachel Levine. As the Chief Executive Officer at Legacy Community
Health, the largest Community Health Center system in Texas, I am honored to support President Biden’s
appointment of Dr. Levine.

In the President’s recent address to the National Institutes of Health, the President stated “we’re in a national
emergency. And this will be one of the most difficult operational challenges we have ever undertaken as a
nation.” At Legacy we serve over 130,000 community members a year, and as such we know just how dire
the situation is. We have seen this pandemic unfold first-hand, and we know how it has heavily impacted
vulnerable populations in our state.

As Secretary of Health for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Dr. Levine has seen the challenges states are
facing in addressing this pandemic as she has routinely worked with the Assistant Secretary of Health’s office
to build critical bridges between federal and state policies on the pandemic and more. To add to this, her
clection as President of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) is a testament to
the level of faith and accountability other public health leaders across the country have in Dr. Levine’s
leadership. We too are confident in Dr. Levine’s awareness of the issues impacting Texans, and believe she is
more than qualified to bridge the divide between state and federal policies.

Dr. Levine is a historic and deeply qualified choice for the Department of Health and Human Services. We
are confident in her proven leadership and believe she is the best possible candidate to serve as Assistant
Secretary for Health in this unprecedented moment. We strongly urge you to support Dr. Levine’s
confirmation. Thank you for your time.

Katy Caldwell
Chief Executive Officer

-
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Cassandra Price
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Executive Director
Robert I. L. Morrison

February 19, 2021

Senator Patty Murray Senator Richard Burr
154 Russell Senate Office Building 217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

On behalf of the National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors
(NASADAD), I am writing in support of the nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine as the Assistant
Secretary for Health within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). We
believe that Dr. Levine has the knowledge, skills, and experience necessary to oversee the
Department's key public health offices and programs.

Dr. Levine most recently served as the Secretary of Health for the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and has served as President of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials (ASTHO). Dr. Levine is also a Professor of Pediatrics and Psychiatry at the
Pennsylvania State College of Medicine.

Dr. Levine graduated from Harvard College and earned her medical degree from the Tulane
University School of Medicine. She completed her fellowship in Adolescent Medicine at Mt.
Sinai, then practiced pediatrics and adolescent medicine in New York while serving on faculty
of the Mt. Sinai School of Medicine.

She then became the director of Ambulatory Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine at the
Polyclinic Medical Center in Pennsylvania. In 1996, she joined the staff at the Penn State
Hershey Medical Center as the director of Pediatric Ambulatory Services and Adolescent
Medicine. She also served as vice chair for clinical affairs for the Department of Pediatrics and
chief of the Division of Adolescent Medicine and Eating Disorders at the Penn State Hershey
Children's Hospital-Milton S. Hershey Medical Center.

As Secretary of Health for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Dr. Levine worked with other
State agencies, including the Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs, led by Secretary
Jennifer Smith, to address the opioid crisis. This work included the establishment of opioid
prescribing guidelines, a statewide naloxone standing order prescription, training for medical
students, and promoting the benefits of substance use disorder services. She has also helped
improve health equity in her role as Secretary of Health, especially for the LGBTQ population.

With over three decades of experience as a clinician, teacher, and public health leader, we
strongly support the confirmation of Dr. Levine to serve as the Assistant Secretary for Health.
We look forward to working with you as the nomination process moves forward.

Robert Morrison
Executive Director
National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD)

1919 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, M-250« Washington, DC 20006 « (202) 293-0090
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
CHRONIC DISEASE DIRECTORS

Promoting Health. Preventing Disease.

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Committee on Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions Pensions

United States Senate United States Senate

154 Russell Senate Office Building 217 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Feb. 22, 2021

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

On behalf of more than 7,000 chronic disease prevention and control professionals in every US state
and territory, I am writing to support the nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine as the Assistant Secretary
for Health. As an affiliate organization of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials,
we have valued Dr. Levine’s leadership as ASTHO’s Board President.

We are proud to share our support for Dr. Rachel Levine, whose experience as the Secretary of
Health for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania gives her important insight into the critical role of
State Health Departments as well as the challenges they face. Her contributions to combating the
opioid epidemic, advancing LGBTQ equity, protecting rural health, and addressing the COVID-19
pandemic will make her a crucial asset to HHS.

The National Association of Chronic Disease Directors (NACDD) was founded in 1988 in
partnership with CDC to help build the capacity and effectiveness of state health departments to
reduce the burden of chronic disease in our nation. NACDD is the primary organization
representing all state and jurisdictional chronic disease staff, dedicated to building capacity and
making public health good for the public.

Headquartered in Atlanta, we have more than 100 projects currently underway translating national
programs and policies down to the grassroots. (For examples of our most recent achievements, please see onr
NACDD At a Glance enclosure.)

We offer many services to help facilitate efficient and impactful investment of federal and private
funds for chronic disease prevention, control, and health promotion, including:
e DProfessional development and workforce training opportunities.
e Program evaluation assistance, including needs assessment, design and planning, database
development, and quantitative and qualitative analysis.
e A robust online community at chronicdisease.org, complete with success stories as well as
public health and leadership best practices libraries.
e An authoritative voice for chronic disease prevention and health promotion in local and
national dialogues.
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CHRONIC DISEASE DIRECTORS

Promoting Health. Preventing Disease.

@ NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

We look forward to an opportunity to meet with you to share more details on our work and
opportunities for further collaboration.

In Good Health,

)(ZL . @6}&3%\ ....... §

John W. Robitscher, M.P.H.
Chief Executive Officer
National Association of Chronic Disease Directors
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NACCHO

National Association of County & City Health Officials

The National Connection for Local Public Health

February 21, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Senate Health, Education, Labor Senate Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions Committee and Pensions Committee

428 Dirksen Senate Office Building 428 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Senator Burr,

On behalf of the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) and the nearly
3,000 local health departments that we represent, [ write to express our strong support for the
nomination of Rachel Levine, MD, to be the next Assistant Secretary of Health for the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services. Her extensive qualifications and strong grounding in
governmental public health make her an excellent choice for the role, especially as we continue to
respond to the largest public health challenge in more than 100 years.

An accomplished physician and academic medical researcher, Dr. Levine has a firm rounding in the
many challenges faced by both individuals and the health care system as a whole. However, as we
enter a second year of addressing COVID-19, it is her strong familiarity with and commitment to
public health that makes her such a valuable asset to HHS. No matter what stage of the pandemic,
governmental public health has led the way and that perspective is critical for the Department as
they work to improve our nation’s response to the virus. As the Secretary of the Pennsylvania
Department of Health, she saw firsthand the unique role that governmental public health plays and
the importance of collaboration and coordination across all governmental sectors to make the
changes needed to improve health and wellbeing. As a former President of the Association of State
and Territorial Health Officials, she has collaborated with NACCHO leaders as part of our Joint
Council and understands the importance of, and how to activate, strong partnerships across the
local-state-federal public health enterprise.

Dr. Levine is also a great communicator and skilled expert. She has a strong understanding of the
areas of health and wellbeing that have been impacted by the current global pandemic, as well as
the many other public health challenges that do not make the headlines. She has written
extensively on numerous health issues, including the opioid crisis, eating disorders, and LGBTQ
medicine and, if confirmed, would bring a unique and needed perspective to the federal
government as the first openly transgender federal official confirmed by the Senate.

We are so pleased to see a strong public health practitioner nominated for this important post.
Her commitment to the local and state public health partnership is clear and, if confirmed, will be
an incredible asset at the federal level. We urge swift consideration and confirmation by the
Senate. If you have any questions, please contact Adriane Casalotti, NACCHO's Chief of
Governmentand Public Affairs, at acasalotti@naccho.org.

Sincerely,

%’)(J\W\,

Lori Tremmel Freeman, MBA
Chief Executive Officer

Y

L]

1201 Eye Street NW, Fourth Floor, Washington, DC 20005 P (202) 783 5550 F (202) 783 1583 www.naccho.org
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National

Family Planning

& Reproductive Health Association
February 22,2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairwoman

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions
U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions
U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

| am writing on behalf of the National Family Planning & Reproductive Health Association in strong
support of the nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine to the position of Assistant Secretary of Health
(ASH) at the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS).

The National Family Planning & Reproductive Health Association (NFPRHA) is a non-partisan,
nonprofit membership association whose mission is to advance and elevate the importance of
family planning in the nation’s health care system and promotes and supports the work of family
planning providers and administrators, especially in the safety net. NFPRHA membership includes
more than 1,000 members that operate or fund more than 3,500 health centers that deliver high-
quality family planning education and preventive care to millions of people every year in the United
States. NFPRHA represents the broad spectrum of publicly funded family planning providers
including, state and local health departments, hospitals, family planning councils, federally
qualified health centers, Planned Parenthood affiliates, and other private non-profit agencies. As
a leading expert in publicly funded family planning, NFPRHA conducts and participates in
research; provides educational subject matter expertise to policymakers, health care providers,
and the public; and offers its members capacity-building support aimed at maximizing their
effectiveness and financial sustainability as providers of essential health care.

The Office of the Assistant Secretary of Health oversees key public health offices at HHS,
including the Office of Population Affairs (OPA). OPA administers the Title X family planning
program, the only dedicated source of federal funding for family planning. Since its inception, Title
X has been a bedrock, cost-effective health care program helping ensure that individuals with low
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or no incomes have access to critical family planning care, including contraception, pelvic exams,
sexually transmitted disease testing and treatment, and screening for breast and cervical cancer.
However, the 2019 Trump Title X rule has had a devastating impact on the family planning safety
net and hamstrung the entire network of family planning providers and administrators that rely
on Title X for critical program funding. The Title X program desperately needs committed
leadership dedicated to rebuilding and recovering from the harm of the Trump rule, and Dr. Levine
is eminently qualified to help lead that work.

As a practicing pediatrician, professor of pediatrics and psychiatry at Penn State College of
Medicine, and most recently as the Pennsylvania Secretary of Health, Dr. Levine has
demonstrated a lifelong commitment to public health, including sexual and reproductive health.
She has a proven dedication to adolescent health, LGBTQ+ health, health equity and inclusion,
and maternal and child health, all critical components of the programs and offices under the
ASH'’s purview, including Title X. With CA Attorney General Xavier Becerra at the helm and Dr.
Levine as ASH, HHS will have the leadership it needs to undo the extensive harm inflicted by the
actions of the previous administration and refocus the Department on building and supporting an
equitable and accessible health care system designed to improve health outcomes for all.

NFPRHA urges the Committee and the Senate to swiftly confirm Dr. Levine’s nomination as
Assistant Secretary of Health.

Sincerely,

Rowe M. Co—

Clare Coleman
President & CEO
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National Council of Jewish Women
2055 L St NW Suite 650 N C J ;

Washington, DC 20036

February 22, 2021

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
US Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington DC, 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray, Ranking Member Burr, and Committee Members:

On behalf of the 180,000 advocates of National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW), we write to
express our strong support for the nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine to serve as Assistant Secretary
for Health within the US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). As a national
grassroots organization fighting for social justice on behalf of women, children, and families, we
know that Dr. Levine would be a champion for essential health care access and coverage for all
people at a time when we need it most.

Due to her extraordinary expertise and demonstrated record as a public health leader, Dr. Levine
is the best possible candidate to help lead HHS in this critical moment and beyond. As Secretary
of Health for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, she has led coronavirus response and relief
efforts for our nation’s sixth most populous state. In this capacity, Dr. Levine has educated
Pennsylvanians about public health measures necessary to combat COVID-19 and routinely
worked with the Assistant Secretary for Health’s office to build bridges between federal and state
policies on the pandemic and more. What's more, in her previous position as Pennsylvania
Physician General, Dr. Levine tackled another public health crisis — the opioid epidemic — by
developing initiatives to help those impacted seek treatment and recovery and by ensuring that
overdose-reversing medication was more accessible and available without a prescription. This
experience will prove truly invaluable as HHS continues to navigate the ongoing, once-in-a-
century pandemic.

Over the course of her career, Dr. Levine has also advocated for LGBTQ equality and inclusion
on behalf of and as a member of this community. Unfortunately, LGBTQ people experience high
rates of harassment and outright discrimination in health care settings, often leading them to delay
or refrain from seeking necessary services or to hide their sexual orientation or gender identity.
Lack of access to comprehensive health insurance and to culturally-competent care and providers
further exacerbate public health disparities faced by the LGBTQ community. As the highest level
openly transgender public health professional in US history, Dr. Levine’s lived experience will
bring unique insight as HHS works to fulfill its mission “to enhance the health and well-being of
all Americans” (emphasis added).

As Jews, we believe in the ultimate moral imperative to protect every single person’s health, the
obligation to care for our bodies and to ensure others can do the same through access to high
quality, comprehensive, and nondiscriminatory care. We are committed to compassion and dignity
for all and strive to achieve equity and justice for the most marginalized members of our society.
Dr. Rachel Levine shares these values and NCJW urges her swift confirmation as Assistant
Secretary for Health.

WWW.NCJW.ORG ACTION@NCJW.ORG
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Please reach out to Shannon Russell, NCJW Legislative Counsel, at srussell@ncjw.org with any
questions or for additional information.

Sincerely,

Jody Rabhan
Chief Policy Officer
National Council of Jewish Women

Linda Brosgol
Presidium & Vice President of Community Service
National Council of Jewish Women, Philadelphia Section

Elizabeth Downing
Presidium & Vice President of Advocacy
National Council of Jewish Women, Philadelphia Section

Charlene Kurland
Presidium & Vice President of Programs/Education
National Council of Jewish Women, Philadelphia Section

Ellen Mirbach
Presidium & Vice President of Membership
National Council of Jewish Women, Philadelphia Section

Ann Pollock
Presidium & Vice President of Fundraising
National Council of Jewish Women, Philadelphia Section

Teddi Horvitz
President
National Council of Jewish Women, Pittsburgh Section
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National Eating Disorders Association
N E D A 1500 Broadway, Suite 1101
New York, NY 10036
TEL: 212-575-6200
NationalEatingDisorders.org
National Eating Disorders Association

Letter of Support for Rachel Levine, M.D.’s Nomination as
Assistant Secretary of Health and Human Services

We write to express our support for Rachel Levine M.D.’s appointment to Assistant Secretary of Health
and Human Services. The National Eating Disorders Association (NEDA) has seen the impact Dr.
Levine has made throughout her career helping people, as a clinical provider, in teaching and at the PA
Department of Health as Physician General and Secretary. We know that if fortunate enough to be
confirmed, Dr. Levine would be honored to continue her work to improve the health and well-being of
all Americans. Dr. Levine is committed to advancing health equity to ensure all Americans can live a
healthy and full life. Dr. Levine's experience in academic medicine and her work as a state health
official have prepared her for this role and she is ready.

Dr. Levine has been a champion for the eating disorders field for many years. As an active participant in
proclamations for National Eating Disorders Awareness Week, and supporting legislation to further
eating disorder treatment, the National Eating Disorders Association has personally seen Dr. Levine’s
passion for prioritizing mental health and raising awareness.

Dr. Levine has focused her career on issues at the intersection of physician health and mental health,
including her work on eating disorders, substance use disorder and combating the opioid crisis.

Eating disorders are serious conditions that are potentially life-threatening and have a great impact on
both a person’s physical and emotional health. Eating Disorders have the second highest mortality rate
of any psychiatric illness, second only to opioid use disorder. In the United States, 20 million women
and 10 million men suffer from clinically significant eating disorders at some time in their life.

We look forward to seeing the work that Dr. Levine can accomplish to further the field of health as a
true supporter and advocate.

Signed,

The National Eating Disorders Association (NEDA) Board of Directors

Information & Referral

HELPLINE
800.931.2237
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February 24,2020

Senator Susan Collins & Senator Patty Murray & Senator Richard Burr
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear U.S. Senate,

OUT Maine would like to heartily express our support for the confirmation of Dr. Rachel Levine as
Assistant Secretary of Health and Human Services.

Dr. Levine’s nomination is historic in that an openly transgender person has never before been
considered for a position this senior. To our knowledge, this nomination is the first time there has ever
been an openly transgender appointee so eligible for confirmation.

As an organization that works directly with Maine’s LGBTQ+ youth population, actions like this
nomination are strongly felt throughout our community. It raises the bar of potential role models for
transgenderand other queer youth, giving them the hope that they can aim higher than ever before. As
the confirmation process starts, we sincerely hope you consider all who are watching, particulary all of
the youth who need this inspiration and hope. Please ensure that this hearing does not convey any
transphobia or even microaggressions against this incredibly vulnerable community.

We also are extremely excited by Dr. Levine’s extensive qualifications. Her leadership position running
the health systems for the 6th largest state during the pandemic puts her at an elite level. Leadersin
her own association also conveyed their complete faith by electing her president of the Association of
State and Territorial Health Officers, further underscoring the esteem she has from peers in her field.

This nomination is an incredible opportunity to make a strong statement of support for all of our
transgender youth, while bringing much needed expertise to our nation’s health and human services.
On behalf of the many LGBTQ+ youth in Maine, we urge you to confirm her expeditiously.

Sincerely,

Jeanne Dooley, MSW
Executive Director

PO Box 1723 Rockland, ME 04841 800-530-6997 outmaine.org
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® Penn Medicine

University of Pennsylvania Health System
February 19, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairwoman, Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member, Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

Penn Medicine is proud to support President Joe Biden’s nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine to serve
as the Department of Health and Human Services’ next Assistant Secretary of Health.

Penn Medicine is a regional integrated health care system comprised of the Perelman School of
Medicine and the University of Pennsylvania Health System that includes six acute-care hospitals
and hundreds of outpatient practices across southeastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey. We
serve a diverse group of patients across the continuum of care. We have had the opportunity to
work closely with Dr. Rachel Levine, and strongly support her nomination.

As you are aware, Dr. Levine has been a leading health figure in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, whether it be during her tenure as the state’s Secretary of Health, as the former
physician general, or as a pediatrician. We commend her efforts to address health equity, to save
lives, and to fight and prevent diseases, and Penn Medicine is fortunate to have witnessed and
grown from her leadership. Dr. Levine’s background and expertise will be critical as the nation
continues its public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

We have appreciated Dr. Levine’s partnership in efforts to make the Commonwealth a better
place for our patients. We are excited to see the direction Dr. Levine will take our nation in as we
navigate multiple public health crises. Her experience and leadership with be an asset. Thank you
for your consideration of her nomination.

With warm regards,

2o B Al Gostick ). oo

Kevin B. Mahoney Patrick J. Brennan, MD
Chief Executive Officer Chief Medical Officer
University of Pennsylvania Health System University of Pennsylvania Health System

Perelman Center for Advanced Medicine
3400 Civic Center Boulevard, A-5 | Philadelphia, PA 19104-4283
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= .. Milton S. Hershey Medical Center
College of Medicine Mail Code H162

500 University Drive
P.O. Box 850
Hershey, PA 17033
717-531-8323

@ PennState Penn State College of Medicine

Kevin Black, MD, FAOA
Interim Dean

February 19, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Murray and Burr,

I am writing to support the appointment of Rachel Levine, M.D., as Assistant Secretary of Health
and Human Services.

Dr. Levine has served as Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Health since 2017, during
which time she has provided significant counsel and leadership to health organizations and
providers throughout a variety of challenges. She led many of Pennsylvania’s efforts to combat
the opioid epidemic, and has served as the chief architect for our commonwealth’s COVID-19
education, outreach, testing and vaccination initiatives.

For two years prior to this role, she was Pennsylvania’s Physician General.

Dr. Levine was recruited to these state leadership roles following 19 years of exemplary service
as a physician at the Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey Medical Center and as a member of
our faculty at Penn State College of Medicine. Dr. Levine was highly regarded by her patients,
peers and medical students. She was recognized as a dedicated mentor and innovative educator
by our learners, and earned a national reputation for excellence in her fields of adolescent
medicine, eating disorders, and transgender medicine. She has significant experience lecturing
locally, nationally, and even internationally on these topics.

During her time as Chief of our Division of Adolescent Medicine and Eating Disorders, she
played a pivotal role in building the program from its inception. She served successfully as Vice
Chair for Clinical Services for the Department of Pediatrics at Penn State Children’s Hospital.
She also worked closely with our Office of Diversity as the liaison for LGBT affairs, mentoring
and assisting LGBT students, faculty, and staff.
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@ PennState Penn State College of Medicine

= .. Milton S. Hershey Medical Center
College of Medicine Mail Code H162

500 University Drive
P.O. Box 850
Hershey, PA 17033
717-531-8323

Kevin Black, MD, FAOA
Interim Dean

Page 2

Her strengths include her ability to collaborate and build consensus among individuals with
diverse perspectives, which has served the people of Pennsylvania well, both during her time as a
faculty member with us and as the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Health. These
strengths would serve the Biden Administration and American public well.

Personally, Dr. Levine is compassionate, courageous, and inspiring.

In summary, Dr. Levine is well known and highly respected among the faculty, staff, students
and patients within our academic community, and among those who serve in the public health
arena in Pennsylvania. I offer my strong support for her appointment to this position.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Kevin P. Black, MD

Interim Dean
Penn State College of Medicine
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e Pennsylvania Equality Project
. PO Box 976
Edinboro, PA 16412-0976
www.paequality.com
February 19, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Subject: Confirmation of Dr. Rachel Levine to be Assistant Secretary of Health

Dear Senators:

| am writing to you on behalf of the Board of Directors for the Pennsylvania Equality Project,
Inc., a 501c3 non-profit organization, that seeks fairness and equality under the law for all
Pennsylvanians regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression. | am
calling on you to confirm Dr. Rachel Levine to the position of Assistant Secretary of Health
under the Department of Health and Human Services.

Dr. Levine’s credentials are simply excellent. She is a fellow of the American Academy of
Pediatrics, the Society for Adolescent Health and Medicine, and the Academy for Eating
Disorders. Furthermore, she is President of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials (ASTHO). Dr. Levine has demonstrated her ability to lead the Pennsylvania Department
of Health under Governor Tom Wolf during the global COVID-19 pandemic. Thanks to her
efforts many Pennsylvanian lives have been saved. | encourage you and your colleagues to
agree with President Biden, that Dr. Levine is the best person for this job at this time.

Sincerely,

DL e —

David E. Moore
President and Founder
Pennsylvania Equality Project
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1300 L Street, NW/ Suite 800

Washington DC, 20005

202.218.4400 (phone)

a . 202.218.4409 (fax)
Public Health Foundatior WWW.Ehf.Org

February 16, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee Committee

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

The Public Health Foundation (PHF) is pleased to support President Biden’s nomination of Rachel Levine, MD, to
serve as Assistant Secretary for Health of the Department of Health and Human Services. Dr. Levine has
demonstrated the skills, capability, and compassion necessary for this important position. We respectfully
request the Senate’s confirmation of Dr. Levine as our nation’s next Assistant Secretary for Health.

In her former role as Secretary of Health for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Dr. Levine was a strong leader
in many areas of public health, including one area most prominent today — preparedness and response. She
demonstrated her commitment and ability to assure that necessary and just-in-time training was provided to
her agency’s workforce as well as other professionals and volunteers throughout the Commonwealth playing
essential roles in preparedness and response. Dr. Levine has always reached across sectors and professions to
assure the best combination of skills and capabilities to protect and promote the population’s health.

PHF is a national non-profit and non-partisan organization focused on improving the health of communities. We
have witnessed Dr. Levine’s laser-focus on the health of all those living in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
and the science-based, compassionate, and non-partisan actions she has taken for the betterment of the entire
population. It is without any doubt that Dr. Levine will apply her experience, knowledge, and energy to work
towards improving and protecting the health of all Americans.

Itis a pleasure and honor to support Dr. Levine’s appointment as Assistant Secretary for Health. In the event you
have any questions or PHF can be of any assistance during the confirmation process, please do not hesitate to

contact me, rbialek@phf.org.
Sincerely,

) &
L. Bl

Ron Bialek, MPP
President and CEO
Public Health Foundation
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REDC

Highest Standards of Care
Senator Patty Murray Senator Richard Burr
Chairwoman Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Committee on Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions Pensions
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

RE: Dr. Rachel Levine’s Nomination for Assistant Secretary for Health
Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

The REDC Consortium would like to express its full support of Dr. Rachel Levine’s nomination as Assistant
Secretary for Health at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The REDC Consortium is a
national professional organization representing eating disorders care focused on standards, policy, research,
and best practices working to collaboratively address issues impacting access to and quality of eating
disorder treatment programs across the US for individuals and their families.

Dr. Rachel Levine has a long and distinguished career in the field of public health, with a particular focus
carlier in her career on adolescent health and eating disorders. While most recently the Secretary of Health
for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in 2005 Dr. Levine founded the Division of Adolescent Medicine
at Penn State Children’s Hospital at the Milton S. Hershey Medical Center and served as Chief of the
Division from 2005-2015. In this role, she built a vibrant department overseeing the care of adolescents
across a broad spectrum of medical and mental health issues. She also served as Director of the Eating
Disorders Program overseeing multidisciplinary treatment programs for children, adolescents, and adults.
Many in REDC have had the honor to work with Dr. Levine over the years and find her to be thoughtful,
insightful, fair minded, and incredibly devoted to those she serves. She is also strong advocate for LGBT
access to care issues and access for gender confirmation treatment for transgender individuals.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, she helped establish the COVID-19 Department Operations
Center, rapidly expanded testing, and organized the distribution of PPE across the state, with a particular
focus on equity for vulnerable and disadvantaged populations. In addition to her work on the pandemic, Dr.
Levine also led innovative efforts to address the opioid crisis, expand the capabilities of the state’s Bureaus
of Epidemiology and Laboratories, and increased physician education in the areas of opioid prescribing and
alternative treatments of pain.

Dr. Levine is a highly respected leader; in each of her past roles she has been sought after for her leadership
skills, her ability to bring people together, and to represent an array of perspectives. As a very recent
example, in 2020 she was appointed President of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials.
Across her many tenure, she has continually served the healthcare needs of all people, with particular
attention to the needs of underserved populations including the LGBTQ+ and BIPOC communities.

The REDC strongly expresses its support for Dr. Levine’s confirmation as Assistant Secretary for Health.

Sincerely,

g‘w.\ & Z—“"{"““‘; Qug roLonei

Jillian G. Lampert, PhD, RD, LD, MPH, FAED
President, REDC Consortium

555 8th Avenue, Suite 1902 New York, NY 10018 www.redcconsortium.org
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Advocacy &
S e Services for
LGBTElders
We refuse to be invisible

February 23, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Dr. Rachel Levine

Dear Senators Murray and Burr,

SAGE strongly supports the nomination of Pennsylvania’s Secretary of Health, Rachel Levine, to be the
United States Assistant Secretary of Health. As the President of the Association of State and Territorial
Health Officials, a pediatrician, a leader in addressing the opioid crisis while serving as Pennsylvania’s
Physician General, a professor at the Penn State College of Medicine, and until recently, the head of
Pennsylvania’s COVID-19 response, Dr. Levine has the experience we need to help lead our nation’s
response to COVID-19 at this critical time.

Dr. Levine would be the first openly transgender Senate-confirmed White House appointee. As an LGBT
aging organization, we know the importance of older transgender people having a seat at the table. We
can think of no better person to give voice to the challenges that transgender older people face.

The last four years have taught us, among other things, that competent, caring, and science-based
leadership must come from the top. LGBT older people, who first faced the HIV/AIDS epidemic 40 years
ago, certainly know this to be true. As the United States and the rest of the world search for a light at
the end of the tunnel for the COVID-19 pandemic, we are mindful that we need a qualified and
compassionate person at the helm who will ensure that no people in our country — including LGBT older
people — will be left behind.

We are tackling the most significant health crisis of our lifetime. There is no time to waste. We look
forward to the Senate quickly voting to confirm Dr. Levine so that she can get to work for the American
people.

Sincerely,

Aaron Tax
Director of Advocacy
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Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

February 19, 2021
Dear Senators and Committee Members,

On behalf of the 45,000 healthcare workers of SEIU Healthcare Pennsylvania, | provide
our full support of Dr. Rachel Levine for Assistant Secretary of Health.

As COVID-19 ravaged our nation, Dr. Levine exhibited steadfast leadership. For the
past 11 months she has navigated the people of Pennsylvania through this pandemic
with a focus on public health, guided by science and health experts. In her briefings to
the Commonwealth, Dr. Levine was committed and focused on protecting the people of
our state and earned rightful respect from the healthcare professionals we represent.

Dr. Levine’s door was always open to nurses and health professionals.Through our
Nurse Advisory Council, organized in collaboration with Nurses of Pennsylvania, Dr.
Levine met regularly with nurses on the frontlines of the pandemic to take in their
experiences and advisement in shaping the state’s recovery and response to COVID-
19.

Finally, as an organization whose members care deeply about equality and LGBTQ+
rights, we celebrate the nomination of Dr. Levine -- the first openly transgender official
to be appointed to a cabinet-level position -= as another milestone in our long road to
truly building a world of equity and inclusion for everyone.

The only way through this pandemic is by listening to healthcare experts and Dr. Levine
has shown through her leadership here in the Commonwealth that she will be:an
invaluable addition to the President Biden’s cabinet.

Yo o)

Matthew Yarnell, President, SEIU Healthcare Pennsylvania



2014 Monongahela Ave
Swissvale, PA 15218
412-297-0548

SisTers PGH

Trans-led community center,
resource provider, and shelter
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Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Murry and Burr,

We at SisTers PGH are proud to stand in enthusiastic support of Dr. Rachel Levine as U.S. Assistant
Secretary of Health and Human Services.

For the past year, Levine has worked with the Pennsylvania Assistant Secretary of Health’s office to build
critical bridges between federal and state policies on the pandemic, and keeping Keystone State
residents up-to-date with critical information about the coronavirus.

Levine has also published and lectured widely on LGBTQ+ medicine, among other pressing topics,
including the opioid crisis, and is precisely the kind of leader our nation needs in these uncertain times.
Our organization works firsthand with folks experiencing discrimination in medicine and addiction
services, and we trust Levine will work to dismantle systemic oppression within healthcare.

We urge the Senate to confirm Dr. Rachel Levine so America can move forward and begin to bring equity
and dignity to healthcare access and treatment.

Sincerely,

Ciora Thomas
Founder/Director, SisTers PGH
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SOCIETY FOR ADOLESCENT
HEALTH AND MEDICINE

February 22, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
United States Senate

154 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Burr

Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
United States Senate

217 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Murray and Burr:

The Society for Adolescent Health and Medicine (SAHM), representing 1,200 adolescent health
and medicine professionals, is honored to offer its highest level of support for the nomination of
Dr. Rachel Levine to serve as Assistant Secretary of Health for the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

Dr. Levine is a pediatrician and adolescent medicine subspecialist, and has been a member and
Fellow of SAHM for nearly three decades. She is an effective and trusted leader across multiple
health domains and at multiple levels, including adolescent and young adult health, eating
disorders, LGBTQ+ health, substance use, and opioid disorder among all ages.

Most recently, Dr. Levine received the 2020 American Academy of Pediatrics Child Health
Advocate Award, and she became the 2020 President of the Association of State and Territorial
Health Officials (ASTHO), demonstrating her leadership at the national level.

As Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Dr. Levine led Pennsylvania’s response
to the pandemic, establishing a COVID-19 Department of Operations Center, and serving as a
national voice to reinforce the need for the federal government to partner with state leadership.
The COVID-19 Public Health Emergency continues to severely impact patients and providers.
Dr. Levine’s confirmation will ensure HHS is in the best position to respond to this ongoing
health care crisis.

Dr. Levine is consistently thoughtful, thorough, well-informed, and highly professional. Her
record clearly demonstrates her talent and commitment to advance extraordinarily challenging

111 West Jackson Blvd, Suite 1412, Chicago, IL 60604
Phone: +1-847-686-2246 | Fax: +1-847-686-2251 | www.adolescenthealth.org
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public health issues, and she has a remarkable track record of developing and implementing
pragmatic solutions to bring about real change.

Dr. Levine is clearly an outstanding candidate for the position of Assistant Secretary of Health at
HHS, and we thank you for the opportunity to support her nomination.

Sincerely,
Qs can KR A

Jessica Kahn, MD, MPH, FSAHM
President, Society for Adolescent Health and Medicine
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SOCIETY FOR PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION

Global Leadership for Health Education & Health Promotion

February 22, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chairman, Health, Education, Labor, Ranking Minority Member, Health, Education,
and Pensions Labor and Pensions

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

RE: Support of Nomination of Dr. Rachel Levine as DHHS Assistant Secretary for Health
Dear Senators Murray and Burr:

The Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE) strongly supports the nomination of Rachel Levine, MD, to
serve as Assistant Secretary for Health at the United States Department of Health and Human Services.

As Secretary of Health for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania since 2018, Dr. Levine has been a progressive
and effective leader in addressing the opioid epidemic, advancing LGBTQ equity, protecting rural health, and
directing the state’s public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Further, Dr. Levine’s experience as president of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)
is invaluable to understanding the work and needs of frontline public health workers.

At this time in our nation’s history, Dr. Levine’s experience and decisive leadership is especially needed at the
national level to oversee key health offices and programs across the department, 10 regional health offices
nationwide, the Office of the Surgeon General and the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps. SOPHE
applauds Dr. Levine’s nomination and looks forward to working with her in addressing the inequities exposed
by the COVID-19 pandemic and overall health, including those of LBGTQ community.

Founded in 1950, SOPHE provides global leadership to the profession of health education and health
promotion and promotes the health of society. SOPHE members represent some 4,000 professionals and
students at the national level and in 22 chapters who work in state/local government and other agencies to
advance health education theory and research, develop disease prevention and health promotion programs,
and promote public policies conducive to health.

SOPHE urges the Senate to promptly confirm Dr. Rachel Levine as DHHS Assistant Secretary for Health.

Sincerely,

X tm Moy {: n : ! :
Cam Escoffery, PhD, MPH, CHES® Elaine Auld, MPH, MCHES©
President, 2020-2021 Chief Executive Officer

SOCIETY FOR PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION (SOPHE) © 10 G ST, NE, SUITE 605, WASHINGTON DC 20002 = P:202.408.9804
© F:202-408-9815 » WWW.SOPHE.ORG
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# St. Christopher’s
Hospital for Children

A PARTNERSHIP OF TOWER HEALTH
AND DREXEL UNIVERSITY

February 19, 2021

Re: Letter of Support for the nomination of Rachel Levine, MD, to serve as the Assistant
Secretary for Health of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

The Honorable Patty Murray, Chairwoman

The Honorable Richard Burr, Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Madam Chairwoman and Ranking Member Burr:

I serve as Pediatrician-in-Chief and Chair of Pediatrics at St. Christopher's Hospital for Children.
St. Christopher's is a 188-bed facility located in North Philadelphia and provides care to children
throughout Southeastern Pennsylvania and Southern New Jersey. It is located in one of the poorest
Congressional Districts in the U.S. and serves a diverse population of patients largely dependent
on Medicaid. Additionally, the hospital hosts the 11" largest Children's Hospitals Graduate
Medical Education program in the United States.

With great enthusiasm, I provide this letter of support for Dr. Rachel Levine for Assistant Secretary
for Health of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. I have no personal relationship
with Dr. Levine nor conflict of interest in providing this letter of support.

As a national leader in public health, disaster preparedness, and medicine, Dr. Levine's reputation
surrounding her work during the pandemic is unsurpassed. From her tenure earlier in her career as
a clinical leader addressing adolescent eating disorders at Penn State Hershey Children's Hospital-
Milton S. Hershey Medical Center to her role as Secretary of Health, she has improved many lives
and left an indelible mark on the health of millions of Pennsylvanians. Her positive impact on
maternal and child health, disaster preparedness, and combatting the opioid epidemic, some of the
Commonwealth's most pressing public health needs, has been profound.

My first interaction with Dr. Levine was during her tenure at Penn State Hershey Children's
Hospital. Her work and development of services for adolescent eating disorders and mental health
services soon evolved into national standards for colleagues to emulate.

160 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134
Phone: 215-427-5400
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@ St. Christopher’s
Hospital for Children

A PARTNERSHIP OF TOWER HEALTH
AND DREXEL UNIVERSITY

Dr. Levine has long been focused on emergency preparedness and protecting the lives of the most
vulnerable Pennsylvanians. As Chief of the Center for Children and Youth with Special Healthcare
Needs at St. Christopher's, we applied and secured a CDC-funded contract regarding a home
assessment initiative for children and youth with special health care needs across the
Commonwealth. Secretary Levine actively participated in the meetings and championed the team's
work, providing her tireless support and wisdom.

A later interaction with Dr. Levine was in the Spring of
2019 during our Annual Maternal and Child Health
Symposium. She was the keynote presenter on the opioid
epidemic in Pennsylvania, and I was honored to serve as
one of the event's organizers. The Symposium is made
possible through a Health Resources and Services
Administration's Maternal and Child Health Bureau's
MCH Public Health Catalyst Program Grant. At the
conclusion of the event, Dr. Levine was presented with the Sabina Rosen Safe Motherhood Award
in Public Health for her efforts to protect women and children in Pennsylvania.

As a pediatrician, Dr. Levine has long advocated for children's health and wellness issues and is
an active member of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) at both the national and local
levels. Dr. Levine attended and presented at AAP events, received awards, and always speaks
eloquently and articulates a systematic and evidence-based approach to policy development in
combatting public health issues.

In June of 2019, St. Christopher's parent company filed for bankruptcy, and the hospital was
marketed for sale. Our sister hospital, Hahnemann University Hospital, was closed as part of the
bankruptcy proceedings and represented the largest orphaning of medical residents in the United
States history. Providers grew concerned for St. Christopher's long-term viability and the fate of
the patients and families we are honored to serve. During the bankruptcy proceedings, under the
direction of Governor Wolf and Secretary Levine, the Pennsylvania Department of Health
appointed a temporary manager to oversee the closure of Hahnemann, as well as the continuing
operations at St. Christopher's Hospital. Dr. Levine and her staff maintained regular
communications and held frequent meetings with clinical and administrative leaders at St.
Christopher’s to ensure a continued focus on patient safety, quality care, and adequate supplies
during the bankruptcy proceedings and subsequent sale. Her devotion to our pediatric patients was
instrumental in ensuring the viability of an essential children's hospital in Philadelphia. Dr. Levine
understood the important role our hospital plays in addressing health disparities head-on in order
to help overcome social and economic factors affecting the community's health. We will be
forever grateful for her and this outcome.

160 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134
Phone: 215-427-5400
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@ St. Christopher’s
Hospital for Children

A PARTNERSHIP OF TOWER HEALTH
AND DREXEL UNIVERSITY

Most recently, Secretary Levine led us through the COVID-19 pandemic with unwavering
leadership. Undoubtedly, her work will continue to inform the government's and healthcare
providers' responses in addressing future public health crises.

Dr. Levine leaves behind a legacy of integrity, compassion, and improved health care outcomes in
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. We have been fortunate to have her as our Secretary of Health
during the last seven years. I am a better pediatrician for having had her as a colleague.
Pennsylvania is a better Commonwealth for having her as our healthcare leader. As providers, our
touchstone when facing policy and public health issues should be, "What would Rachel Levine
do?" That will lead us to the correct path.

Dr. Levine is one of the most influential healthcare professionals and policy leaders in the United
States. As such, I wholeheartedly recommend Dr. Rachel Levine as Assistant Secretary for Health
of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services without reservation. While we are sad to
see her leave her role as Secretary of Health for Pennsylvania, I look forward to all that she will
accomplish on behalf of our great nation.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely yours,

) Tanch N

Renee M. Turchi, MD, MPH, FAAP

Chair of Pediatrics and Pediatrician in Chief

St. Christopher's Hospital for Children

Professor of Pediatrics, Drexel University College of Medicine

Professor of Community Health and Prevention, Drexel Dornsife School of Public Health
St. Christopher's Hospital for Children

160 East Erie Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19134

Phone: 215-427-5331

Email: renee.turchi@towerhealth.org

160 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134
Phone: 215-427-5400
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Dean, College of Public Health  Fax: 215-204-5450
I I 3 't Bell Building, Suite 374A Email: lasiminoffi@temple.edu
= nlverSI y 1101 W. Montgomery Ave. Web: cph.temple.edu
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T Temple Laura A. Siminoff, PhD Phone: 215-204-5674

February 22, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray, Chair

The Honorable Richard Burr, Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
428 Dirksen Senate Office Building

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr,

By way of introduction, I serve as the Dean of Temple University’s College of Public, a
Pennsylvania urban research institution of higher education rooted in the North Philadelphia
community. I am honored to offer my support for President Biden’s nomination of Dr. Rachel
Levine for Assistant Secretary of Health for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
As you will quickly assess, Dr. Levine will bring rigorous training from Harvard University and
Tulane Medical School, experience as chief resident at Mount Sinai Medical Center in New
York City, and tenure of public service in top medical posts to the position for which she has
been nominated. Dr. Levine is recognized for her accomplishments by her peers and is a fellow
of the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Academy for Eating Disorders, and the Society for
Adolescent Health and Medicine. She also serves as President of the Association of State and
Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO).

Most recently, Dr. Levine served as Pennsylvania’s Secretary of Health. When she stepped into
this position as Acting Secretary in 2017, no one could have anticipated the COVID-19 global
pandemic. Dr. Levine became widely known and heralded for her efforts to keep 12.8 million
Pennsylvanians safe from COVID-19, joining Governor Tom Wolf in coordinating the
Commonwealth’s COVID-19 response. In her public briefings, Dr. Levine excelled at delivering
critical yet difficult news in a reassuring manner. These decisions, such as the statewide stay-at-
home-order in spring 2020, were consistently based on evidence and backed by science and
saved many lives. Dr. Levine’s steady hand, along with her deep compassion, assisted
Pennsylvanians to withstand the pandemic and guide them through this historic period of time.

Among her many bold accomplishments as Pennsylvania’s Secretary of Health, Dr. Levine led a
statewide standing order for the opiate overdose reversal drug naloxone, allowing anyone to
obtain this life-saving drug at a pharmacy, without a prescription, at a time when Pennsylvania
was particularly impacted by the opioid epidemic. She also spearheaded efforts to ensure
Medicaid coverage for transgender health services.
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Notably, before becoming Secretary of Health, Dr. Levine won bipartisan state Senate
confirmation to become Pennsylvania's Physician General. She met with senators in their offices
to address their concerns—most of which centered on her identity as a transgender woman—and
discussed her ideas on public health; she ultimately received confirmation in a unanimous vote.
Her ability to reach diverse constituents and speak to the needs of many has made her an
inspiration, especially to young people. I know Dr. Levine will bring tremendous energy and
dedication to the task of tackling the enormous health challenges facing our nation.

In closing, I respectfully request the Committee provide full and fair consideration for Dr.
Levine’s nomination as Assistant Secretary of Health. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if
the College of Public Health can offer further assistance in this effort.

Sincerely,

b B S—f
Laura A. Siminoff, PhD

Dean, College of Public Health
Laura H. Camell Professor of Public Health
Temple University
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2318 Mill Rd, Suite 1300
Alexandria, VA 22314-6868

February 22, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray, Chairwoman

The Honorable Richard Burr, Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murry and Senator Burr:

The Lesbian, Bisexual, Gay, and Transgender (LBGT) Physician Assistant (PA) Caucus strongly urges you
to confirm Dr. Rachel Levine for the office of Assistant Secretary of Health.

As a recognized constituency organization of the American Academy of PAs, the LBGT PA Caucus mission
is achieving LGBT healthcare equality — wherever PAs are providing quality services and PA students are
being educated. The Caucus vision is that all PAs and PA students will achieve their full potential, and
health outcomes will be independent of social determinants.

We know that Dr. Levine is the most appropriate candidate for Assistant Secretary of Health. She has
proven her leadership capabilities in her role as Secretary of Health for the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. Additionally, her election as President of the
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials confirms the degree of trust and respect afforded her
among her public health colleagues.

Furthermore, Dr. Levine is aware of the disparities within the delivery of healthcare in the United States,
as demonstrated by her previous academic work. She is poised to use her position to work toward
fairness and equitable care for underserved populations, which, in turn, will make a healthier future for
the entire country.

We hope that the Senate recognizes Dr. Levine’s skills and accomplishments and confirms her as
Assistant Secretary of Health.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Board of Directors,

Wk

Jeff Straw, MPAS, PA-C
Secretary
LBGT PA Caucus
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ADVOCATING FOR HEALTH EQUALITY

February 24, 2021

Dear U.S. Senate:

The National LGBT Cancer Network is a national non-profit working to improve the lives of LGBTQ+
cancer survivors and those at risk by: educating the LGBTQ+ community about our increased cancer
risks and the importance of screening and early detection; training health care providers to offer more
culturally-competent, safe and welcoming care; and advocating for LGBTQ+ survivors in mainstream
cancer organizations, the media and research.

We are writing to express our unreserved support for Dr. Levine's selection for the incoming Assistant
Secretary of Health. We have worked with Dr. Levine in several capacities over the last few years. | have
personally had the privilege of co-presenting with her at Pennsylvania’s annual LGBTQ health
conference; we have been a technical assistance provider for several of the different underserved
population tobacco programs implemented under her watch; we provided substantiation as she
considered, and ultimately moved to collect sexual orientation and gender identity data for COVID
testing in the state; and we have a long productive relationship with the Association of State and
Territorial Health Officers, for which she is now the President. In all of those interactions we have been
struck by the thoughtfulness, expertise, and insight she has displayed as Secretary of Health in the state
of Pennsylvania. It is our considered position that having her in the role of ASH would be an asset to
HHS and to the many and diverse communities it serves.

As an organization that works to improve the health and well-being of LGBTQ+ communities, we also
cannot ignore the significance of Dr. Levine's historic nomination. As the first openly transgender
nominee for this post, her nomination highlights the importance of LGBTQ+ visibility within our
communities and within the field of public health. At one point in my career | was also one of the first, in
that case it was one of the first openly trans PhD level health researchers. While it may seem an honor, it
is in fact a sad comment on the pervasive level of systemic discrimination trans people have
experienced. It is well past time discrimination like this was put behind us. Thus it is our sincere hope
that she not only has a swift confirmation but is also afforded one based on her significant professional
accomplishments and not marred by transphobia or trans baiting tactics.

Thank you for your consideration,

NFN Scout, MA, PhD
Executive Director
National LGBT Cancer Network

Contact us at 212-675-2633  Visit us at www.cancer-network.org ~ Follow us at twitter: @cancerLGBT
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TRANSGENDER RESOURCE CENTER OF NEW MEXICO

TGRCNM.ORG

FEIN: 39-2076744

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

January 22, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Adrien Lawyer, and | am the Executive Director of the Transgender Resource
Center of New Mexico. | am writing today in strong support of the confirmation of Dr.
Rachel Levine as Assistant Secretary of Health. Not only are we thrilled, and so proud, at
the possibility of a transgender woman holding such high office in the United States, we
are also heartened that Dr. Levine brings the perspective of a pediatrician to her work.

Beyond any of this, though, is the fact that she is incredibly qualified and skilled in the
job. Dr. Levine has put in the work as the Pennsylvania Secretary of Health, and was also
elected President of the ASTHO (Association of State and Territorial Health Officials).
She is respected by her peers, and we feel certain that her service will be an important
component of the work of the current administration. Thank you for your attention to
this letter, and this matter.

Sincerely,
Adrien Lawyer

Executive Director and Co-Founder
505-440-3402

adrien@tgrcnm.org
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University of Pittsburgh

Graduate School of Public Health

Office of the Dean 130 Desoto Street

Pittsburgh PA 15261
Tel 412-624-4603
mlichtve@pitt.edu
publichealth.pitt.edu

Maureen Lichtveld, MD, MPH

Dean

Professor, Environmental and Occupational Health
Jonas Salk Chair in Population Health

February 19, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murray and Senator Burr:

As Dean of the Graduate School of Public Health at the University of Pittsburgh, | would like to
support enthusiastically Dr. Rachel Levine’s nomination to be Assistant Secretary of Health at the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Her exemplary work in leading Pennsylvania’s
coronavirus response demonstrates her capability to take on larger responsibilities for the
national pandemic response.

In addition to leading the Commonwealth’s pandemic response, Dr. Levine has played a critical
role locally and nationally on numerous key public health threats, among those, the opioid crisis.
Her groundbreaking leadership in creating action collaboratives across agencies to address the
addiction and overdose epidemics is a national example. Her election as President of the
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) is a testament to this work, as well as
to her national leadership more generally. Finally, as one of the highest-ranking transgender
officials in the U.S., she has been a role model and an active leader in initiatives to improve health
and wellness for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) individuals, including working with
our school’s center for LGBT health research.

One of the important recent collaborations involving the Pennsylvania Department of Health
(PADOH) and the University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health (GSPH) is the launch
of two observational epidemiological studies funded by the PADOH, focusing on known or
suspected adverse health effects of hydraulic fracturing. This is a burgeoning industry and has
experienced unparalleled growth over the past ten years but has also raised concerns among
Pennsylvania communities. One study focuses on investigating the relationship between
hydraulic fracturing and the development of childhood cancers in Southwestern Pennsylvania;
the second study examines acute conditions, such as asthma and birth outcomes. This study will
focus on eight counties: Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Greene, Washington, and
Westmoreland where hydraulic fracking occurs. These two studies are exemplary of Dr. Levine’s
leadership in leveraging public health expertise in an intersectoral fashion at the state and
national levels.
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Letter of support for Dr. Rachel Levine
February 19, 2021
Page 2

| understand that the Committee is working to schedule a confirmation hearing on February 25
for Dr. Levine. | urge you to act swiftly to approve President Biden’s nomination of Dr. Levine to
this critical position.

Sincerely,

LV

Maureen Lichtveld, MD, MPH

Dean, Graduate School of Public Health

Professor, Environmental and Occupational Health
Jonas Salk Chair in Population Health
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VICTORY

INSTITUTE
February 22, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Patty Murray and HELP Committee Members:

As President and CEO of the LGBTQ Victory Institute, I write to support Dr. Rachel Levine in
her candidacy for Assistant Secretary for Health within the Biden-Harris Administration.
Victory Institute works to achieve and sustain global LGBTQ equality through leadership
development, training, and convening to increase the number, expand the diversity, and ensure
the success of openly LGBTQ elected and appointed officials at all levels of government. Dr.
Rachel Levine’s years of service as a doctor and leading Pennsylvania’s Department of Health
make her exceptionally qualified for this role at a time of utmost important for the health of our
country.

Dr. Levine is a highly respected pediatrician trained at Harvard University and Tulane University
and a professor of pediatrics and psychiatry at Penn State College of Medicine. Her role as
Pennsylvania’s Secretary of Health, where she received a unanimous confirmation in 2017, put
Dr. Levine in charge of the state’s response to Covid-19. Her experience in directing this effort
will be vital to our country continuing to make progress against this pandemic. Dr. Levine is also
considered an expert in the field including work on some of the most relevant non-Covid related
health issues facing the country like: opioid addiction, medical marijuana, and eating disorders.

Dr. Levine would be an important historic first for our country as the first transgender person to
be confirmed by the Senate for a Presidential Appointment demonstrating that qualified
candidates will not be held back by their gender identity. Victory is proud to work closely with
Dr. Levine and we have no doubt that she has inspired future LGBTQ medical professionals to
serve their country. We have known Dr. Levine for years and are thankful for her continued
service to Pennsylvania and the United States. We emphatically encourage the Senate to move
quickly to take advantage of Dr. Levine’s exceptional experience and unparalleled qualifications
to serve our country as the next Assistant Secretary for Health and ensure the President’s
commitment that this Administration will ‘look like America’.

1 would be happy to further discuss with you Dr. Levine impressive credentials.

Sincerely,

(o . Rl

Mayor Annise Parker
President & CEO

LGBTQ VICTORY INSTITUTE
1225 | (EYE) STREET NW, SUITE 525

WASHINGTON, DC 20005
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Mailing Address:

WHITMAN-WALKER Whitman-Walker at LIZ
Institute 1377 R Street, NW, Suite 200

Washington, DC 20009

February 22, 2021

Senator Patty Murray, Chairwoman

Senator Richard Burr, Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Re:  Support for Dr. Rachel Levine as Assistant Secretary for Health

Submitted via Email

Senators Murray and Burr:

Whitman-Walker Institute is pleased to offer this letter in support of the nomination of Dr.
Rachel Levine as Assistant Secretary for Health.

Whitman-Walker Institute is part of the Whitman-Walker Health System, a community-centered
enterprise committed to advancing health equity and social justice. Whitman-Walker Health, a
Federally Qualified Health Center, has provided a wide range of health services to the greater
Washington, DC’s diverse urban community for almost five decades, with a special focus on
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) individuals and families, persons living
with HIV and other individuals and families who face barriers to accessing care. We offer
primary medical for all individuals, including those living with HIV; LGBTQ primary and
specialty care, including transgender care; dental care; mental health care and addictions
counseling and treatment; nurse care management; HIV education, prevention, and testing
services; other community health services; and legal services. In calendar year 2019, we
provided health services to more than 20,700 individuals and families.

Whitman-Walker Health System includes Whitman-Walker Institute, which incorporates
Whitman-Walker’s longstanding research, education, and policy advocacy activities. The
Institute conducts clinical and community-based research in HIV treatment and prevention,
LGBTQ health and wellness, and related issues; advocates for health-promoting, equitable laws,
and public policies; and offers clinical training for providers and community education focused
on HIV, sexual health, LGBTQ health, and COVID.

202.745.7000 Whitman-Walker Health Max Robinson Center Eastern Market
N e 1525 14th St., NW 2301 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave, SE 651 Pennsylvania Ave., SE
- www.whitman-walker.org Washington, DC 20005 Washington, DC 20020 Washington, DC 20003
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Whitman-Walker Institute Support for Dr. Rachel Levine ad Assistant Secretary for Health
February 22, 2021
Page 2 of 2

Dr. Levine is the best possible candidate to serve as Assistant Secretary for Health in this time of
extraordinary demands on our public health system. As Secretary of Health for Pennsylvania,
the sixth most populous state in the country, Dr. Levine has routinely worked with the HHS
Assistant Secretary of Health’s Office to build critical bridges between federal and state policies
on the pandemic and more. She is the current President of the Association of State and
Territorial Health Officials, which is a testament to the level of faith other public health leaders
have in her leadership. Dr. Levine is well-positioned to help develop a closer alliance between
federal and state public health policies, which is urgently needed in the COVID era.

We urge you and your colleagues to approve Dr. Rachel Levine as Assistant Secretary for
Health.

Respectfully,

Donald Blanchon

Chief Executive Officer, Whitman-Walker Health System
1377 R Street, NW, Suite 200

Washington, DC 20009

dblanchon@whitman-walker.org

202-797-4410
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RANKING MEMBER RICHARD BURR

Based on 2020 data, 35.2 percent of high school seniors reported using
marijuana in the past year. By comparison, 34.5 percent percent of high
school seniors were using e-cigarettes in the past year. Our public health de-
cision-making should be based on the products that are the most popular
among our children and are increasing in use. Marijuana use rivals e-ciga-
rette use among our children and our public health decision-making should
reflect these realities.

DATA FOR THE RECORD:

Since 1975, the Monitoring the Future (MTF) survey has measured trends in the
prevalence of drug and alcohol use among adolescent students across the United
States. The MTF survey is funded by the National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA),
a component of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and conducted by the Uni-
versity of Michigan. The most recent MTF data tracks trends in prevalence of var-
ious illicit drugs and other products used illegally by 8th graders, 10th graders, and
12th graders from 2017 through 2020, including marijuana and vaping products.?!
The data collected measured use during the following timeframes: lifetime, past
year, past month, and daily.

Overall, data indicate that daily marijuana use increased between 2017
and 2020 among 10th and 12th graders while daily vaping amongst 10th
and 12th graders decreased between 2019 and 2020. 2

Marijuana

In 2020, across the three grade levels, daily marijuana levels are at or near their
highest level of use in almost 20 years.3 Daily marijuana prevalence rose in all
three grade levels in 2020.

Table 1:
| 8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade ‘

2017 | 2020 | 2017 |2020 | 2017 | 2020
Marijuana
Lifetime 13.5] 148 30.7 | 333 45| 437
Past Year 10.1 ] 114 25.5 28] 37.1| 352
Past Month 55| 65| [157]] 16.6] 229 | 21.1
Daily 0.8 1.1 29| 44 44| 69

Data in brackets indicate significant change from the previous year

Source: hitps:/ | www.drugabuse.gov | drug-topics | trends-statistics [ monitoring-fu-
ture / monitoring-future-study-trends-in-prevalence-various-drugs.

As seen in the Table 1, marijuana use in 10th graders has increased in all cat-
egories measured (lifetime, past year, past month, daily) since 2017, with daily
marijuana usage increasing the most out of all four categories.

e Lifetime marijuana usage for 10th graders increased from 30.7 percent
in 2017 to 33.3 percent in 2020.

e Past year usage for 10th graders increased from 25.5 percent in 2017 to
28 percent in 2020.

e Past month usage increased from 15.7 percent in 2017 to 16.6 percent in
2020.

e Daily usage of marijuana increased from 2.9 percent in 2017 to 4.4 per-
cent in 2020.

1 Data collection for MTF was cut short in 2020 (on March 14, 2020) due to COVID-19 con-
cerns. Therefore, the population surveyed for 2020 is about 30 percent of the size of a typical
annual MTF data collection. The data collected, however, does represent a wide geographic
range and included students surveyed in each of the 9 U.S. Census geographic division. Anal-
yses of this data indicate that the results of the 2020 MTF data collection did not differ from
the results of previous years that included a larger population.

2 Daily vaping use data was not collected prior to 2019., https:/ /www.drugabuse.gov/drug-
g)plcs/ trends-statistics | monitoring-future | monitoring-future- study trends-in-prevalence-various-

rugs

3 http://www.monitoringthefuture.org//pubs/monographs/mtf-overview2020.pdf.
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While data shows that between 2017 and 2020, lifetime, past year, and past
month marijuana usage for 12th graders decreased, daily marijuana usage increased
from 5.9 percent in 2017 to 6.9 percent in 2020.

Vaping
Prevalence of daily vaping decreased for all across grade levels from 2019 to 2020.
Table 2:

10th Grade 12th Grade

2019 | 2020 | 2019 | 2020
Vaping, Nicotine Products Daily 6.8 5.6 11.6 | 8.6
Vaping, Marijuana Products, Daily 31 [1.7] 3.5 2.5
Vaping, Flavored Only Products, Daily 2 1.6 2.8 1.9

Data in brackets indicate significant change from the previous year.
Source: hitps:/ /www.drugabuse.gov [ drug-topics | trends-statistics [ monitoring-fu-
ture / monitoring-future-study-trends-in-prevalence-various-drugs.
Daily Use
As seen in Table 2, 10th and 12th graders reported a decrease of daily vaping be-
tween 2019 and 2020 of all vaping product categories, including vaping of nicotine,
marijuana, and flavoring only products.
e Daily vaping of nicotine products:
o 10th grader use decreased from 6.5 percent in 2019 to 5.6 percent in
2020.

o 12th grader use decreased from 11.6 percent in 2019 to 8.6 percent in
2020.

e Daily vaping of marijuana products:
o 10th grader use decreased from 3 percent in 2019 to 1.7 percent in 2020.

o 12th grader use decreased from 3.5 percent in 2019 to 2.5 percent in
2020.

¢ Daily vaping of flavored only products:
o 10th grader use decreased from 2 percent in 2019 to 1.6 percent in 2020.
o 12th grader use decreased from 2.8 percent in 2019 to 1.9 percent in
2020.
Past Month Use
Monthly vaping also decreased amongst 10th and 12th graders between 2019 and
2020.
o Past month usage for 10th graders decreased from 25 percent in 2019 to
23.5 percent in 2020.
o Past month usage for 12th graders decreased from 30.9 percent in 2019
to 28.2 percent in 2020.
Past Year Use
Between 2019 and 2020, the percentage of 10th and 12th graders that had used
a vaping product in the past year decreased.
e Past year usage for 10th graders decreased from 35.7 percent in 2019 to
34.6 percent in 2020.
e Past year usage for 12th graders decreased from 40.6 percent to 39 per-
cent in 2020.

Additionally, the most recent 2020 data from the National Youth Tobacco
Survey (NYTS) indicate a decrease in electronic cigarette use from 2019 to
2020 in high school students, from 27.5 percent to 19.6 percent, as illustrated
by the figure below.* Of the high school students who currently use any type of
flavored e-cigarette, the most common flavors were fruit (73.1%), mint (55.8%), men-
thol (37.0%), and candy, desserts, or other sweets (36.4%).5 NYTS is a cross-sec-
tional, voluntary, school-based, self-administered survey of middle and high school

4 https:/ |www.cde.gov | mmwr [volumes /69 /wr/ mm6950al.htm.
5 https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0909-youth-e-cigarette-use-down.html.
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students in the United States. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) collabo-

rates with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to administer the
survey each year.

FIGURE 1. Percentage of current use of selected tobacco products,* any tobacco product,’ any combustible

tobacco product,’ and multiple tobacco products " among high school students — National Youth Tobacco
Survey, United States, 2019 and 2020**
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Source: https:/ /www.cde.gov | mmuwr [volumes |69 /wr/mm6950al.hitm.

[Whereupon, at 12:29 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.]

O
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