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DANIEL-DAVIS, TOUTON, AND BRONIN
NOMINATIONS

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2021

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC.

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:02 a.m. in Room
SD-366, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Joe Manchin III,
Chairman of the Committee, presiding.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JOE MANCHIN III,
U.S. SENATOR FROM WEST VIRGINIA

The CHAIRMAN. We will officially come to order.

We are meeting today to consider three pending nominations.
The three nominations are Ms. Laura Daniel-Davis to be the As-
sistant Secretary of the Interior for Land and Minerals Manage-
ment, Ms. Camille Touton to be the Commissioner of Reclamation,
and Ms. Sara Bronin to be the Chair of the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation. Welcome to all three of you and also to your
families here today. We want to thank you for the willingness to
serve in these important positions, and welcome, again, to your
family members.

With that, I will go through the nominees that we have.

The Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management
nominee, Ms. Laura Daniel-Davis, would oversee four of the great
bureaus and offices at the Department of the Interior: the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM), the Office of Surface Mining
(OSMRE), the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), and
the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE). All
six of the Department’s Assistant Secretaries have broad portfolios
and perform essential functions, but the responsibilities of the As-
sistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management are espe-
cially broad, and they are of particular interest to many members
of this Committee. Fortunately, Ms. Daniel-Davis understands the
challenge she is taking on. She is not new to the Department of
the Interior or the issues before it. She served as a Chief of Staff
to the Deputy Secretary of the Interior during the Clinton Adminis-
tration and as Chief of Staff to Secretary Salazar and Secretary
Jewell during the Obama Administration. She has been serving as
the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals
Management since January. Ms. Daniel-Davis will bring a wealth
of knowledge and experience to the job.

Second, we have Ms. Touton. I think I am pronouncing that cor-
rectly. Is it Touton or Toten? Am I right? Touton, oh, I am sorry.

o))
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The same can be said of our next nominee, Camille Touton, who
has been nominated to be the Commissioner of Reclamation. The
Commissioner’s job is to manage much of the water in the Western
states and oversee a vast system of nearly 500 dams and over 300
reservoirs on which over 30 million Americans depend. In addition,
the Commissioner is responsible for producing 40 billion kilowatt-
hours of hydroelectric power each year. It is a big job, but one for
which Ms. Touton is exceptionally well prepared. She has worked
on these issues on the House Natural Resources Committee, the
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, and on this
Committee when Senator Cantwell was our Ranking Member. She
also served as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Water and Science
during the Obama Administration and has been serving as the
Deputy Commissioner of Reclamation since January. Like Ms. Dan-
iel-Davis, Ms. Touton brings a wealth of knowledge and experience
to this position for which she has been nominated.

Finally, our third nominee is Sara Bronin, who has been nomi-
nated to Chair the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. The
law that established the Advisory Council was enacted with the be-
lief that the spirit and the direction of the nation are founded upon
and reflected in a historic heritage and that our historic foundation
should be preserved. The Council was created to ensure that other
federal agencies take our national heritage into account before they
take actions that might harm or destroy nationally significant
sites. The Advisory Council is just that, an advisory body, not a
regulatory one. It cannot command or control. Its powers are to ad-
vise, to encourage, to recommend, to review, to comment, to inform,
and, most importantly, to educate. The 24-member Council is an
extraordinary body. It is made up of the Cabinet Secretaries and
other agency heads, a governor, a mayor, the Architect of the Cap-
itol, the heads of certain historic preservation organizations, and
several other historic preservation experts and citizens appointed
by the President.

The Chairman alone serves full-time as the only member who is
confirmed by the Senate. For this reason, I think it is especially
important that the Chair be someone of great ability and achieve-
ment who will have the respect of the Council she must lead and
the agency heads she will seek to advise and persuade. I believe
Ms. Bronin’s academic achievements and her record of public serv-
ice show that she is well qualified for this important task.

I want to thank all three nominees for being with us this morn-
ing and for their willingness to accept these important nomina-
tions.

At this point I will recognize Senator Barrasso for his opening
statement.

Senator Barrasso.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN BARRASSO,
U.S. SENATOR FROM WYOMING

Senator BARRASSO. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman,
and I would like to add my welcome to yours to Laura Daniel-
Davis, to Camille Touton, and to Sara Bronin. I want to welcome
you to the Senate Energy and Natural Resource Committee, and it
1s nice to see Senators from Connecticut who are here to do intro-
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ductions as well. Well, congratulations to each of you on your nomi-
nation.

Ms. Daniel-Davis has a long history working at Interior. She pre-
viously served at Interior as Chief of Staff for Secretaries Ken Sala-
zar and Sally Jewell and in many other roles, and currently serves
as the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Interior for Lands
and Mineral Management. Under Daniel-Davis’ supervision, Inte-
rior imposed an oil and gas leasing moratorium on federal lands.
She has rescinded previously granted grazing permits. In March,
she directed all Interior agencies handling energy and land man-
agement decisions to go through her office for approval. This action
undermines energy projects on federal lands. It creates unneces-
sary bureaucracy and backlogs. It causes delays and uncertainty,
and it causes significant cost and headaches.

We need someone in this important role who understands and
supports the need for U.S. energy security. It is all the more crit-
ical based on the actions that the House Democrats are taking on
their $3.5 trillion reckless tax and spending blowout. The House
Natural Resource Committee just passed legislation that will effec-
tively kill oil, natural gas, coal, and hard rock mineral production
on federal lands and in federal waters. If enacted, it would sur-
render America’s energy independence and make us dependent on
OPEC, on Russia, and on China. It will cost thousands of U.S. jobs,
devastate communities in New Mexico, Wyoming, Louisiana, Ne-
vada, Colorado, and Montana. We need leadership at the Depart-
ment of the Interior that recognizes the importance to our inter-
national competitiveness of maintaining robust energy and mineral
development on federal lands and waters.

Ms. Touton has been nominated to serve as Commissioner of Rec-
lamation at Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation. She has experience
working at Interior on issues relating to the Bureau of Reclama-
tion, including the Deputy Commissioner of the Bureau of Rec-
lamation since January and as Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Water and Science during the Obama Administration. For much of
her career she served on Congressional staffs, including the demo-
cratic professional staff for Senator Cantwell who was Ranking
Member of this Committee at the time. In Wyoming and across the
West, there is no more important resource than water. Our agri-
culture industry, cities, forests, and wildlife all depend on strong
and healthy watersheds. This Committee needs a commissioner
who will work with members of both parties to strengthen des-
perately needed Western water infrastructure, to improve Interior’s
management of water resources, and to listen to state and local of-
ficials. I think that she is up to the job.

Last, Ms. Bronin has been nominated to serve as Chairman of
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. If confirmed, she
will be in charge with ensuring that historic preservation needs are
balanced with federal project requirements. She will also make rec-
ommendations regarding historic preservation to the President, to
Congress, and to the heads of other federal agencies. She currently
serves as a Professor of City and Regional Planning at Cornell Uni-
versity’s College of Architecture, Art, and Planning and a Professor
at Cornell Law School. She has experience in the historic preserva-
tion field, including serving as an Advisor to the National Trust for
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Historic Preservation. I am interested in hearing more about her
views on the role of this Council in advising others on the designa-
tion, preservation, and rehabilitation of historic sites. I look for-
ward to hearing her explain her vision for the Council.

So congratulations to each of the nominees. I look forward to
hearing more about your qualifications, your policy views, and your
plans for ensuring the work of these agencies, how they will benefit
all Americans, including those in my home State of Wyoming.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.

Before I recognize my colleagues to make introductions, Senator
Kaine is not able to join us this morning, but he has asked that
his letter of support for Ms. Daniel-Davis be included. So I ask
unanimous consent to enter into the record a letter of introduction
for Ms. Daniel-Davis from Senator Kaine.

Objection?

[No response.]

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, it will be included.

[Letter of introduction from Senator Kaine for Ms. Daniel-Davis
follows:]
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STATEMENT OF SENATOR TIM KAINE
NOMINATION OF LAURA DANIEL-DAVIS
SENATE ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Chairman Manchin, Ranking Member Barrasso, distinguished colleagues on the committee. ] am
pleased to recommend and support my constituent Laura Daniel-Davis to be Assistant Secretary
of the Interior for Lands and Minerals Management.

Ms. Daniel-Davis has had a long and distinguished career in energy and public lands pelicy,
which includes numerous senior positions in the Interior Department in the Clinton, Obama, and
recently Biden Administrations, as well as on Capitol Hill for then-Rep. Mark Udall of Colorado.
She worked on public lands policy at the international firm Latham & Watkins, served as Deputy
Executive Director of the Democratic Governors Association, and prior to joining the Biden
Administration this year was heavily involved in work to advance the Great American Outdoors
Act as Chief of Policy & Advocacy for the National Wildlife Federation.

I know Ms. Daniel-Davis as a thoughtful and mainstream professional in this field, and
testaments to her experience and temperament are numerous and include members of my staff
who worked with her in the past. I ran into her recently in Virginia where she was representing
the Interior Department on a milestone announcement for the historic offshore wind project off
Virginia Beach. This project is strongly supported in Virginia by both the business and
environmental communities and is a testament to the Department’s ability, with the right
personnel, to work collaboratively on large complex projects and help move them forward with
strong buy-in from all stakeholders.

Laura Daniel-Davis is qualified by experience and temperament among many other metrics, and
I encourage the Committee to look favorably upon her nomination.
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The CHAIRMAN. In addition, I ask unanimous consent to insert
additional letters of support for the nominees from various tribal
organizations, water authorities, and historic preservation groups—
including two notable letters, one from former Secretary of the In-
terior, Bruce Babbitt, in support of Ms. Daniel-Davis and one from
our House colleague, Dan Newhouse, the Chairman of the Western
Caucus, in support of Ms. Touton.

Hearing no objections, these letters will be inserted into the
record.

[Letters of support for the nominees follow:]



The Honorable Joe Manchin
Chairman

Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources

U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable John Barrasso
Ranking Member

Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources

U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

September 20,2021

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso:

As members of organizations dedicated to historic preservation, we are pleased to urge Senate
confirmation of Professor Sara Bronin as Chair of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
{ACHP),

Qur organizations represent thousands of archaeologists, cultural resource management
specialists, historians, historic preservationists, and anthropologists with a long-standing history
of working directly with the ACHP to identify, document, and protect America’s cultural and
historic resources. We believe that Professor Bronin’s expertience and background make her
exceptionally well-qualified to lead the ACHP.

A Rhodes scholar, graduate of Yale Law School, Professor of the Cornell College of Architecture,
Art, and Planning, an Associated Faculty Member of the Cornell Law School, and a Facuity
Fellow of the Cornell Atkinson Center for Sustainability, Professor Bronin’s academic and
professional credentials are impressive. Professor Bronin’s experience with interdisciplinary
work will be an asset as she leads the ACHP in making recommendations to the President,
Congress, and heads of federal agencies on how best to preserve America’s cultural heritage.

Professor Bronin has shown the ability to leverage her academic and legal work to heip create
meaningful changes in communities across America. Through her scholarship on historic
preservation, architecture, land use, and property law, Professor Bronin has demonstrated
expertise in the complex ways in which preservation policy can improve the public’s quality of
life and strengthen local economies. Her experience working with real estate developers on
major rehabilitation and new construction projects shows how historic preservation is a
powerful catalyst for economic development and job creation.

Professor Bronin has been a long-standing advocate for historic preservation policies that
protect America’s special places while celebrating the diversity of our national heritage. We
applaud her advocacy on behalf of preservation through the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, Preservation Connecticut, the City of Hartford’s Historic Preservation
Commission, and Latinos in Heritage Conservation.



Professor Sara Bronin is eminently qualified to serve as our nation’s Chair of the ACHP. We
respectfully urge you to vote in support of Professor Bronin’s nomination, and we appreciate

your consideration of our views.

Sincerely,

Abre Croche Cultural Resources LLC
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Foundation

American Anthropological Association
American Battlefieid Trust

Asian and Pacific Islander Americans in
Historic Preservation

Coalition for American Heritage
Connecticut Main Street Center
Connecticut Preservation Action
Cultural Heritage Partners, PLLC
Green Latinos

Heritage Ohio

Heritage Results LLC

Kirk Huffaker Preservation Strategies
National Parks Conservation Association
National Trust for Historic Preservation
Pennsylvania Archaeological Council
Preservation Action

Preservation Connecticut

Preservation League of New York State
Preservation Maryland

Preservation Resource Center of New
Orieans

Preserve Arkansas

Professional Archaeologists of New York
City

Society for Historical Archaeology

cc: Members of the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources



American Rivers
k RIVERS CONNECT US®

July 27th) 2021

Senator Joe Manchin, Chair Senator John Barrasso, Ranking Member
Senate Committee on Senate Committee on

Energy and Natural Resources Energy and Natural Resources

304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 304 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,

On behalf of our 355,000 members, supporters and volunteers across the nation,
Armnerican Rivers writes today in strong support of the nomination of Laura Daniel-Davis
to be the Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management at the U.S.
Department of Interior, and we urge a prompt confirmation.

American Rivers’ mission is to protect wild rivers, restore damaged rivers and conserve
clean water for people and nature. Since our founding in 1973, we have led efforts to
conserve more than 150,000 miles of rivers across the country, making us one of the
most trusted and influential river conservation organizations in the United States.

The Office of Land and Minerals Management oversees the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management, Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), whose actions
dramatically impact our water resources—streams, rivers, wetlands and floodplains. The
BLM encompasses 245 million acres of public lands across the U.S., more than any
other federal agency*. These lands are home to some of our nation’s most beloved free-
flowing rivers, including such gems as the Gulkana River in Alaska, Rogue River in
Oregon, upper Missouri River in Montana, lower Salmon River in Idaho, Arkansas River
in Colorado and Rio Chama in New Mexico. These rivers and their surrounding lands
are part of a robust outdoor recreational economy—fishing, hunting, boating and
camping—which generates billions of dollars in economic impacts and directly supports
millions of jobs=2.

Ms. Daniel-Davis brings more than two decades of leadership and experience from her
roles with Congress, at Interior and with the non-profit sector. The complexities of the
Office of Land and Minerals call for a leader who shares Ms. Daniel-Davis’
understanding of the interconnectedness between Congress, the White House, the

1 BLM National: What We Manage. U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management.
https://www.blm.gov/about/what-we-manage/national

2 Qutdoor Recreation Satellite Account, U.S. States, 2019. Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S Department
of Commerce. https: 2020 /outdoor-recreation-satellite-account-us-and-states-201

1101 14th Street, NW | Suite 1400 | Washington, DC 20005 | 202-347-7550 | AmericanRivers.org
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public and non-profit sectors. She served as the Deputy Chief of Staff for then-
Congressman Mark Udall (CO-2) from 2007 to 2009, working on topics such as Farm
Bill Conservation programs. In addition to her time with Congressman Udall, Ms.
Daniel-Davis served as Chief of Staff to Interior Secretaries Sally Jewell and Ken Salazar
during the Obama administration, as well as Chief of Staff to then-Deputy Secretary
David Hayes during the Clinton administration. While serving in the Department of
Interior, Ms. Daniel-Davis was involved with efforts to protect the Klamath watershed, a
10 million acre basin depended upon by Tribes such as the Yurok, Karuka and Hoopa
and the heart of a once-thriving habitat for over 400 species3. Her experience in two
other presidential administrations will allow for a seamless transition to a leadership
position in the Biden administration. Most recently, Ms. Daniel-Davis held the position
of Chief of Policy and Advocacy at the National Wildlife Federation, where she
advocated for conservation legislation, such as the permanent authorization and full
funding of the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

Ms. Daniel-Davis is a stalwart for environmental conservation and is not bound by
partisanship; she previously stated, “we need to create new opportunities for those
passionate about protecting our natural resources to work across the aisle for common
sense solutions.” She has remained a respected conservationist and known pragmatist
during her more than two-decade career in environmental policy and resource
management. Therefore, we urge her swift confirmation to the position of Assistant
Secretary for Land and Minerals Management so she can continue her efforts to sustain
our public lands, waters and natural resources.

Sincerely,

Thhwiae R

Tom Kiernan
President and CEO
American Rivers

3 The Klamath River: Wild, Scenic, and Dammed. 2019. Oregon Wild.
https://oregonwild.org/waters/klam: he-klamath-river
2
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Bruce Babbitt
5169 Watson St NW
Washington, DC 20016

August 2, 2021

Senator Joe Manchin, Chairman

Energy and Natural Resources Committee
United States Senate

Woashington, D.C. 20510

Senator John Barrasso, Ranking Member
Energy and Natural Resources Committee
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso:

| write in strong support of the nomination of Laura Daniel-Davis to be Assistant Secretary of Land and
Minerals Management at the Department of the Interior,

Laura worked for me during the time | was Secretary of the Interior. She has a deep understanding of
the agency and the equities and authorities across bureaus and programs. She is coilaborative and
thoughtful in her decision-making, and seeks input from a broad range of interests inside and outside

the Department.

Laura is a problem-solver and consensus-builder, and | know her to be a forthright and honest
communicator. | often asked her to jump in and assist on challenging and timely issues, and she
delivered results while building allies for the Department and its programs.

] am confident that Laura’s long tenure and proven experience at the Department will make her an
excellent fit for this important role, and | urge that she be confirmed swiftly.

Sincerely,

b

Bruce Babbitt

cc: Members of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
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COLUMBIA BASIN

DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE

June 29, 2021

Chairman Joe Manchin Ranking Member John Barrasso

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Energy and Natural Resources Committee
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 307 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso:

On behalf of the Columbia Basin Development League (the League), | am writing in support of
the nomination of Camille Calimlim Touton as Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation). We work closely with irrigation districts that receive water from Reclamation
projects, and we know the significance of Reclamation for irrigators and recreationalists.

The Bureau of Reclamation is responsible for delivering water to millions of Americans
throughout the west. Reclamation plays a critical role in the production of our nation’s food
supply and the economies of so many rural communities. The League believes that Ms.
Calimlim Touton is an excellent nominee for Commissioner of Reclamation. Her vast knowledge
of western water gives us confidence she will be an outstanding Commissioner and help guide
our country through important water infrastructure decisions.

The League is made up of farmers, businesses, civic and economic groups, and individuals who
recognize the value of the Bureau of Reclamation’s Columbia Basin Project and the need for
infrastructure investment for continued Project development. We are dedicated to the
rehabilitation and improvement of Columbia Basin Project water supply facilities. Since 1964,
the League has supported the Columbia Basin Project, which delivers essential water supplies
to the northcentral region in Washington state. Many of our members have worked with Ms.
Calimlim Touton during her time with the Washington delegation, and we believe she will excel
during her time as Commissioner.

Again, we would like to express our support of Ms. Calimlim Touton as Commissioner of the
Bureau of Reclamation. Please contact me should you have any questions.

Sincerely,
|

NI A TR TR

Vicky Scharlau
Executive Director

Cc: Senator Patty Murray, Senator Maria Cantwell

ject - Invest. Support.

29442 | £ 5¢ I3 | Wy
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EAST COLUMBIA BASIN IRRIGATION DISTRICT

55 North 8th OTHELLO, WASHINGTON 99344 Phone 509 488 9671
PO.Box E Fax 509 488 6433

July 13, 2021

Chairman Joe Marichin

Energy and Natural Rescurces Committee
U.S. Senate

306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Ranking Member John Barrasso

Energy and Natural Resources Committee
U.8. Senate

307 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso:

The East Columbia Basin Irrigation District would like to express our support of Camille
Calimlim Touton as the next Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation. As one of the threé
irrigation districts in Reclamation’s expansive Columbia Basin Project we-are aware of the impacts
that Reclamation’s commissioner has on the West's federally irrigated lands,

We have had over a decade's worth of opporiunities to work with Ms. Calimlim Touton on
numerous Reclamation-related issues during her time serving House and Senate members and
committees, Ms, Calimlim Touton has earnestly engaged with us in a collaborative manner as we
work collectively toward solutions. Itis this type of commitment to Reclamation’s projects and their
success that assure us that she is 3 filting appointee.to lead-that organization

The East Columbia Basin lrrigation District currently serves over 167,000 irrigated acres
and is currently partnered with Reclamation and the State of Washington in development of an
additional 70,000 acres in a groundwater replacement project. Ms. Calimlim Touton has
previously visited this project to see the progress being made and has assisted us with completion
of our contract with Reclamation. We need a commissioner that is knowledgeable about the
issues Reclamation contractors are addressing. Our experiences with her over. many years leaves
us no doubt that she would serve all of us well as the Commission of Reclamation,

Please note our steadfast support and endorsement of Ms, Camille Calimlim Touton as
the Commissioner of Reclamation. We expect you will also find her a suitable leader for

Reclamation.
Sincerely M

Duairie:Anderson
President; Board of Directors



Chairman Manchin
Ranking Member Barrasso
July 13, 2021

Page 2
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[+ Senator Patty Murray

Senator Maria Cantwell
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Resolution No. |5fl— 2@]

Fort Belknap Indian Community

A RESOLUTION URGING THE SWIFT CONFIRMATION OF LAURA DANIEL
DAVIS AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR LAND & MINERALS

WHEREAS, the Fort Belknap Indian Community Council is the governing body of
the Gros Ventre and Assiniboine Tribes of the Fort Belknap Indian Community, Fort
Belknap Indian Reservation, Montana, by the authority of the Constitution and By-Laws of
the Fort Belknap Tribes approved on the 13 day of December 1935;

WHEREAS, under the Constitution and By-Laws of the Fort Belknap Indian
Community, the Community Council is charged with the duty of protecting the health,
security and general welfare of the Fort Belknap Indian Community;

WHEREAS, pursuant to its inherent sovereignty and the Constitution and By-Laws of the
Tribes, the FBIC Council is charged with the duty to promote and protect the health, security, and
general welfare of the Tribes, including among other things, the responsibility to engage in the
Assiniboine and Gros Ventre Tribes’ nation-to-nation relationship with the United States,
including the United States Department of the Interior;

WHEREAS, Ms. Laura Daniel Davis has been nominated by President Biden to serve as
the Assistant Secretary of Land and Minerals for the Department of the Interior;

WHEREAS, Ms. Davis is well known to us, serving as current acting Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary. We also know this is her third tour of duty at the Department, having served
in the Clinton and Obama Administrations as well, including as Chief of Staff to Secretaries
Salazar and Jewell;

WHEREAS, Ms. Davis understands a broad range of issues important to Indian Country,
including land use, gaming, fire management, species issues, and Treaty rights; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Davis has shown deep respect for tribal sovereignty and support for
greater inclusion of tribes in the federal matters that affect us.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the FBIC Council has the utmost confidence in
Ms. Davis’ professional qualifications. We also value her experience and perspective.

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the FBIC Council urges Senators
Daines and Tester to support Ms. Davis’ swift confirmation in the Senate.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Council Officers are hereby delegated the
authority and responsibility to sign any and all documents necessary to effect this action.
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ATTEST:
Andy Werk, President SteveAox, Jr., Secretary/Treasurer
Fort Belknap Community Council #ort Belknap Community Council

CERTIFICATION

1, the undersigned, as Secretary of the Fort Belknap Indian Community Council of the Fort
Belknap Indian Reservation, Montana, do hereby certify that the Fort Belknap Indian Community
Council is composed of 10 (ten) members of whom _ = members constituting a quorum were
present at a meeting thereof, duly and regularly called, noticed, convened and held this JS day of
September 2021; and that the foregoing Resolution of the Fort Belknap Indian Community Council
was duly adopted and approved the affirmative vote of 3 for; @ opposed; _d not voting; ¢4
temporary absent; b excused absent; and that the said Resolution.hashot been rescinded in any
way. .

DATE: JS %ajz 1

X, Jr., Secretary/Treasurer
Belknap Community Council
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NATIONAL WATER SUPPLY ALLIANCE
July 7, 2021
The Honorable Joe Manchin, Chairman The Honorable John Barrasso, Ranking Member
Senate Committee on Energy Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources and Natural Resources
via: renae_black@energy.senate.gov via: richard_russell@energy.senate.gov

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso—

| offer an unequivocal endorsement of Ms. Maria Camille Calimlim Touton’s nomination to become the
next Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation. Ms. Touton has outstanding credentials that cover a
broad set of experiences in water resources management. Unquestionable integrity and credibility are
the hallmarks of her leadership abilities.

I have personally worked with Ms. Touton during her career in the federal government, both as a federal
executive and congressional staffer. She is a patient listener who has a unique skill in distilling issues
down to the most pertinent facts, leading to productive discussions and optimal decision making. Her
career has keenly focused on improving water resources management across the nation.

Most recently, | have interacted with Ms. Touton in my role as Executive Director of the National Water
Supply Alliance (NWSA). NWSA is a national organization formed to advance the interests of water
supply providers before the United States Congress and federal agencies whose actions impact water
supply storage and projects. As Professional Staff on the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, Ms. Touton was receptive and inquisitive of NWSA's issues and policy focus, taking great
care to listen and ask questions to better understand NWSA'’s key priorities. Her attention and ability to
fully engage with water resources stakeholders will be a critical asset as Commissioner of Reclamation.

Ms. Touton is an exceptional leader of high character, expertise, and integrity. | wholeheartedly
endorse her nomination to become the next Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation. | am available
to the Committee to further discuss Ms. Touton’s attributes for the position. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if | can be of assistance.

Sincerely,

Dave Mitamura

President, Darren Gore, PE, City of Murfreesboro, TN Director, Jennifer Verleger, Esqg, PE, State of North Dakota
Vice President, Dan Buhman, PE, Tarrant Regional Water District Director, Brad Brunett, Brazos River Authority
Secretary, Katherine Zitsch, PE, BCEE, Atlanta Regional Commission Director, Greg Volkhardt, Tacoma Water
Treasurer, Glenn Page, PE, Cobb County-Marietta Water Authority Director, Cara Hendricks, PE, Kansas Water Office
Director, Andrew Dehoff, PE, Susquehanna River Basin Commission Dave Mitamura, Executive Director

National Water Supply Alliance
Advancing the Interests of Water Supply Providers
P.O. Box 342396, Austin, TX 78734  (512) 608-7742
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 0. 80X 19189
OF TRIBAL HISTORIC HASTINGTO o2y caaaare
PRESERVATION OFFICERS WWW.NATHPO.ORG

September 20, 2021

The Honorable Joe Manchin

Chairman

Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Dirksen Senate Office Building, SD-304
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable John Barrasso

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Dirksen Senate Office Building, SD-304
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Manchin and Barrasso:

The National Association of Tribal Preservation Officers (NATHPO) strongly supports the
nomination of Sara C. Bronin to serve as Chairman of the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation (ACHP). Ms. Bronin has shown a strong commitment to equity in historic
preservation, including the protection of sites that are important to Tribal Nations.

NATHPO is a national non-profit membership organization of tribal preservation leaders
protecting culturally important places that perpetuate Native identity, resilience, and cultural
endurance. The Chairman of our Board serves as an ex-officio member of the ACHP.

At a time when Tribal Nations’ sacred sites and cultural resources are in particularly great need
of protection, we believe Ms. Bronin has the intellect, experience, dedication, and integrity
needed to lead the ACHP. As a leading scholar of historic preservation law, Ms. Bronin
understands how the existing legal and policy framework can be used to protect places
significant to Tribal Nations and lead ACHP’s engagement in strengthening protections, while
also considering the needs of the U.S. as a whole with regard to improving required review
processes for projects including infrastructure.

President Biden has shown a strong commitment to Tribal sovereignty and engaging in regular,
meaningful, and robust consultation with Tribal officials. We are confident that if Ms. Bronin is
confirmed as Chairman of the ACHP, she will be a passionate advocate who will work with
Tribal Historic Preservation Officers as they use traditional knowledge to preserve and rebuild
the foundations of culture that the federal government systematically dismantled.

Sincerely,

Voo gﬁﬁwﬂ

Valerie J. Grussing, PhD
Executive Director

PROTECTING NATIVE PLACES
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September 16, 2021

The Honorable Sen. Joe Manchin IIT The Honorable John Barrasso

Chair, Senate Committee on Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources Energy and Natural Resources
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chair Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,

On behalf of the National Audubon Society and our over 1.8 million members, 1 write 1o express our
strong support for Laura Daniel-Davis as you consider her confirmation to the position of Assistant Secretary of
the Interior for Land and Minerals Management. With over two decades of experience focused on public lands
conservation and partnerships, we believe Ms. Daniel-Davis is an exceptional choice to take on this leadership
position at the Department of Interior,

For 115 years, Audubon has fought for common-sense solutions to protect birds and everything they and
people alike need to thrive—clean air and water, intact habitat, flourishing maring and coastal resources, and a
healthy climate. Audubon is our country’s oldest bird advocacy organization and one of the oldest conservation
groups in the country. The benefits of conserving birds extend beyond the environment because birds have strong
public appeal and are enjoyed by millions of Americans at home, in local natural areas, and on public lands. Our
focus includes ensuring that public lands remain healthy, accessible, and resilient, Now, more than ever,
America’s public Tands provide vital benefits for people— this includes clean water, clean alr, biodiversity, and
access to nature-based recreation. :

We support the confirmation of Ms. Daniel-Davis to be Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Land and
Minerals Management. Ms. Daniel Davis has spent her career working in public policy — in government, with
over a decade working at the Department of Interior, in Congress, and in the non-profit space, where she led many
successful efforts focusing on conservation, public lands, and wildlife. Each of these roles required vision,
leadership, and the ability to engage with stakeholders across the country and across the political spectrum. Her
depth of experience, collaborative approach to solving problems, and ability to build and maintain relationships
proves that Ms. Daniel-Davis will excel as a leader at the Department of Interior.

We believe Ms, Daniel-Davis will provide essential experience and vision to guide the Department of
Interior’s efforts to build resiliency and restote our forests, grasslands-and sagebrush, increase partnerships with
private landowners, improve relationships with Tribal communities, recover imperiled wildlife, diversify the
nation’s energy portfolio, expand recreation opportunities, and break down barriers so all Americans can fully
benefit from our nation’s public lands and waters. We fully support her confirmation and look forward to working
with her.

Sincerely,

Sara Brodnax
Sara Brodnax

Director, Public Lands Policy
National Audubon Society
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September 16, 2021

The Honorable Sen. Joe Manchin III The Honorable John Barrasso

Chair, Senate Committee on Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources Energy and Natural Resources
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chair Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,

On behalf of the National Audubon Society and our over 1.8 million members, I write to express our
strong support for Camille Touton as you consider her confirmation to the position of Commissioner of
Reclamation in the Department of Interior. Ms. Toutoun is exceptionally well qualified to lead the Bureau’s
critical work managing water systems and hydroelectric plants in the West.

For 115 years, Audubon has fought for common-sense solutions to protect birds and everything they and
people alike need to thrive—clean air and water, intact habitat, flourishing marine and coastal resources, and a
healthy climate. Audubon is our country’s oldest bird advocacy organization and one of the oldest conservation
groups in the country. We focus on ensuring clean and abundant water in rivers, lakes, streams, wetlands, and
marshes in landscapes where this is paramount to birds’ survival. Audubon connects science, policy, and
advocacy to provide measurable and scalable impact.

We support the confirmation of Ms. Touton to lead the Bureau of Reclamation, as she is a proven leader
with unparalleled expertise in water policy. Ms. Touton brings over a decade of experience working in water
policy at the Congressional level, enriched by her background as a civil engineer and her understanding of the
Western United States landscape. In her previous roles in the Department of Interior and as senior Congressional
staff, Ms. Touton has proven her ability to work with a wide variety of stakeholders at every level of government,
with industry and non-governmental organizations alike, earning her the respect of leaders across the political
spectrum. Audubon believes that leaders must be able to build bridges to address our water challenges and Ms.
Touton has the experience, knowledge, and ability to get the job done.

As the Western United States faces unprecedented drought, Ms. Touton’s leadership at the Bureau will

have an immediate and positive impact on the ecosystems that birds and humans both rely on. We fully support
her confirmation and look forward to working with her.

Sincerely,

Julie Hill-Gabriel, Esq.

Vice President, Water Conservation
National Audubon Society
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The Honorable Joe Manchin III The Honorable John Barrasso, M.D.
Chairman Ranking Member
Senate Committee on Energy & Natural Senate Committee on Energy & Natural
Resources Resources
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 304 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 ‘Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,

I write today to share my support for the nomination of M. Camille Calimlim Touton to be
Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation. Ms. Touton’s nomination demonstrates a continued
tradition of putting forth pragmatic, solutions-oriented leaders to head Reclamation, and I am confident
in her ability to address the water storage, delivery, and supply needs of families, businesses, agriculture
producers, tribes, local governments, and ecosystems throughout the West. I respectfully urge the swift
advancement of her nomination to ensure Reclamation is equipped with the requisite leadership to tackle
the nation’s pressing water challenges.

As a Nevadan and long-time Pacific Northwest water policy expert, Ms. Touton understands — and has
worked to address — the concerns of farmers, local landowners and water users, tribes, and rural
communities alike. I have seen her constructive approach firsthand through our work together on
significant water supply efforts in the Yakima Valley in my home state of Washington. The Yakima
River Basin Water Enhancement Project Workgroup, comprised of federal and local government
partners, regional irrigation districts, the Yakama Nation, and environmental organizations, has
developed a world-class model for the development of a balanced, collaborative plan — known as the
Yakima Basin Integrated Plan — to address the most complex of water challenges in the region.

Through her time serving the Senate Committee on Energy & Natural Resources during Senator
Cantwell’s tenure as Ranking Member, I worked extensively with Ms. Touton to advance the Integrated
Plan and successfully authorize the next phase of this important project. Together, we built upon the
collaboration and hard work espoused by the Workgroup, honoring their consensus-driven efforts. I
believe Ms. Touton will approach her role as Commissioner with this same spirit of partnership, which
is at the heart of Reclamation’s mission to work with local and state partners in addressing the water
needs of communities throughout the West.

As you well know, water is the lifeblood of rural America, and our communities are currently facing
devastating drought conditions. With over 90% of the West experiencing the impacts of a historic
drought, crops and livestock are struggling, and whole communities are running out of drinking water.

3100 GEORGE WASHINGTON WAY, SUITE 130 402 EAST YAKIMA AVENUE, SUITE 1000 PO Box 135
RICHLAND, WA 99354 Yakima, WA 98901 Grano CouLee, WA 98133
PHoNE (509) 713-7374 PHoNE (509) 452-3243 PHONE (509) 433-7760



22

Our need for stable, long-term water storage and delivery solutions has never been more evident.
Meanwhile, we continue to face aging federal infrastructure, including projects that are over 100 years
old and in desperate need of maintenance. This aging infrastructure poses threats to the hydroelectric
generation, irrigation, and flood control benefits our local communities rely on.

We need a Commissioner who will understand the urgency of addressing these complex water
challenges. These issues are not political or partisan; Ms. Touton recognizes this and will lead
accordingly.

It is of the utmost importance that senior leadership for Reclamation is installed expeditiously, and I
believe Ms. Touton’s nomination fulfills the long-held tradition of putting forth non-ideological leaders
for this integral role. I encourage you to provide Ms. Touton’s nomination full and fair consideration and
send it to the full Senate for confirmation as soon as possible.

incerely,

house
Member of Congress
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ROUNDTABLE

A ASSOCIATION

September 20, 2021

The Honorable Joe Manchin The Honorable John Barrasso

Chairman Ranking Member

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Energy and Natural Resources Committee
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 304 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,

On behalf of the Outdoor Recreation Roundtable (ORR), we would like to express our strong
support for the nomination of Laura Daniel-Davis to be the next Assistant Secretary for Land
and Minerals Management at the Department of the Interior. We are hopeful that the Senate
will confirm Ms. Daniel-Davis in a timely manner to ensure that the Department can move
forward with supporting the $788 billion outdoor recreation economy.

ORR is the nation’s leading coalition of outdoor recreation trade associations — made up of
34 national members — as well as other nonprofit organizations and business entities —
serving more than 110,000 businesses. According to the most recent data from the Bureau
of Economic Analysis released last year, the recreation industry generated $788 billion in
economic output, accounted for 2.1 percent of GDP, supported 5.2 million jobs and was
growing faster than the economy as a whole in every indicator.

As Assistant Secretary, Ms. Daniel-Davis will help lead management policies for the Bureau
of Land Management, which stewards many of our nation’s most important public lands.
Additionally, she will play a key role in implementation of the Great American Outdoors Act,
which provides much-needed investments in the deferred maintenance backlog on public
lands and waters, as well as full funding of the Land and Water Conservation Fund. Industry
leaders who strongly supported these policies throughout the legislative process look
forward to partnering with your committee and Department leadership on these important
initiatives.

ORR is encouraged by the Biden Administration’s goal to grow diversity, increase access
and combat climate change through the America the Beautiful initiative. As former Chief of
Policy and Advocacy at the National Wildlife Federation, Ms. Daniel-Davis has extensive
knowledge of the conservation issues facing our nation and the crucial role outdoor
recreation plays in maintaining our public lands and waters. We look forward to working with
Congress to make sure that through this initiative, Americans continue to have access to the
public spaces that make outdoor recreation possible and that help to fuel so much of the
nation’s economy.

Additionally, we look forward to working with Ms. Daniel-Davis and her team on the many
issues that the Department will be leading on that impact outdoor recreation. The
Department of the Interior, and the Bureau of Land Management specifically, is well
positioned to ensure outdoor recreation supports the Build Back Better plan, revitalizes our
economy and provides equitable access to all forms of recreation for every American. We
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are hopeful that the Department will also work with the outdoor recreation industry on
pending deparimental rulemaking and decisions related to outdoor recreation that will allow
our industry to continue to make important contributions to healthy people, places,
communities and economies.

As the nomination process continues, we appreciate you considering ORR’s support for Ms.
Daniel-Davis and hope that questions regarding outdoor recreation and its critical role in the
wellbeing of America’s families and economy are incorporated in the upcoming hearing.

We look forward to working with the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee in the
117" Congress on impartant issues for outdoor recreation that will help grow our industry
and the nation's economy as a whole.

Sincerely,

Jessica Turner
Executive Director
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WATER Reglonal Water Authorlty

BUILDING ALUANCES IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

June 29, 2021

The Honorable Joe Manchin The Honorable John Batrasso

Chaitman Ranking Member

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Committee on Energy and Natural Resource
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,

On behalf of the Regional Water Authority (RWA) and the Water Forum, we write to express our
strong support of President Biden’s nomination of Ms. Camille Touton to become the
Commissioner of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.

The RWA represents the interests of 20 local water purveyors that collectively provide water to two
million residents in the greater Sacramento, California region. The mission of the RWA is to setve,
represent and align the interest of regional water providers and stakeholders for the purpose of
improving water supply reliability, availability, quality, and affordability.

The Water Forum is a diverse group of business and agricultural leadets, citizen groups,
environmentalists, water managers, and local governments working togethet to balance two co-equal
objectives: 1) to provide a teliable and safe water supply for the Sacramento region’s long-term
growth and economic health; and 2) to preserve the fishery, wildlife, recreational, and aesthetic
values of the lower Ametican Rivet.

We support this nomination after working with Ms. Touton ovet the past several years and the
professionalism she has displayed over the last six months serving as Deputy Commissioner
addressing the generational challenges of water scatcity in the west. The unrelenting drought
persists with forecasts of increasing severity and impacts on water supply for western municipalities,
agriculture, and ecosystems. We believe her confirmation would ensure that USBR will have able
leadership prepared to take the historic steps to protect our investments and provide for a safe and
reliable water supply.

Ms. Touton’s experiences are several. A native of Nevada she knows first-hand the importance of
balancing water supply and ecosystem protection needs. She is an engineer with expertise in how
water supply and production systems operate. She also holds a Mastet’s in public policy. These
academic achievements, along with her prior work as professional staff to the House Committee on
Natural Resources and the Committee on Transpottation & Infrastructure, provide her with a
comprehensive understanding of the federal policies that drive programs to ensure reliable water
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‘The Honotable Joe Manchin and the Honotable John Bartasso
June 28, 2021
Page two of two

supply and energy production solutions. We note that over the past few months, Ms. Touton has
been tasked with managing historic and extraordinary drought conditions. Her ability to wotk with
stakeholders and to identify and to act swifily on responses to help mitigate drought impacts only
strengthens our belief that she is the right person for these unprecedented times.

We look forward to the committee scheduling her nomination confirmation hearing on her
nomination and a swift vote of confirmation to ensure that vital leadership is in place at USBR.

Sincerely yours,
W«/ OBl
Jessica Law James Peifer
Executive Director Executive Director

Water Forum Regional Water Authotity
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8t. Mary Rehabilitation Working Group
PO Box 170 Havre, MT 59501
Phone (406) 265-9225  Fax (406) 265-560

Chairman Joe Manchin Ranking Member John Barrasso

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Energy and Natural Resources Committee
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 307 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 2051

July 7, 2021

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso:

On behalf of the St. Mary’s Rehabilitation Working Group (SMRWG), I am writing in support
of the nomination of Camille Calimlim Touton as the Commissioner of the Bureau of
Reclamation (Reclamation). As an origination that represents irrigators who receive water from
Reclamation’s Milk River Project, we know the significant role that Reclamation plays in'the
lives of irrigators, recreationalists, and the American people throughout the West.

The Bureau of Recldmation is responsible for delivering water to millions of Americans
throughout the west and plays a critical role in the production of our nation’s food supply. The
SMRWG believes that Ms. Calimlim Touton is an excellent nominee for the Commissioner of
Reclamation position. Her vast knowledge of western water makes me confident that she will be
an outstanding Commissioner and will help guide our country through the extreme drought
impacting so many states.

The Milk River Project irrigates over 140,000 acres of agricultural land and provides municipal
water to thousands of residents in communities throughout the Hi-Line of Montana. The
SMRWG looks forward to working with Mr. Calimlim Touton to address the aging infrastructure
needs in Montana and throughout the West.

Again, we would like to express our unwaveriig support of Ms.-Calimlim Touton as
Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you
have any questions.

Sincerely,

Marko Manoukian, Co-Chair
St. Mary Rehabilitation Working Group

Ce: Senator Steve Daines
Senator Jon Tester
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WATEREUSE

625 First Street, #621 « Alexandria, VA 22314

June 29, 2021

The Honorable Joe Manchin, Chairman
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
United States Senate

The Honorable John Barrasso, Ranking Member
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
United States Senate

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso:

On behalf of our hundreds of municipal agencies, businesses, and institutional
members, we write in support of the nomination of Camille Touton as Commissioner
of the U.S. Department of Interior's Bureau of Reclamation.

The WateReuse Association is a not-for-profit trade association for water utilities,
businesses, industrial and commercial enterprises, non-profit organizations, and
research entities that advocate for water recycling. WateReuse and its state and
regional sections represent nearly 250 water utilities serving over 60 million customers,
and over 200 businesses and organizations across the country.

Camille Touton brings years of experience in developing policies and implementing
programs related to water resources development and management, including those
that support water recycling in the West and across the country. As a member of staff
for the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, Ms. Touton effectively
engaged external stakeholders and navigated a wide range of complex water policy
issues. Before working for the House Subcommittee on Water Resources and
Environment, Ms. Touton served as the Department of Interior's Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Water and Science.

Given Ms. Touton’s background, knowledge of water recycling, and dedication to
helping communities build resilience, the WateReuse Association strongly supports
her confirmation. We look forward to working with Ms. Touton in this important role.

Sincerely,

Patricia Sinicropi
Executive Director



29

YAKIMA BASIN JOINT BOARD
A Partrership of Public Entities Promoting
the Multiple Uses of the Yakima Valley's

Water Supply
IRRIGATION ENTITIES MUNICIPALITIES
KITTITAS RECLAMATION DISTRICT CITY OF YAKIMA
ROZA IRRIGATION DISTRICT
SUNNYSIDE DIVISION

YAKIMA-TIETON IRRIGATION DISTRICT
NACHES SELAH IRRIGATION DISTRICT
SELAH MOXEE IRRIGATION DISTRICT
COLUMBIA IRRIGATION DISTRICT

June 29, 2021

The Honorable Joe Manchin, Chairman

The Honorable John Barrasso, Ranking Member

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources

United States Senate

304 Dirksen Senate Building

Washington, DC 20510 v

RE: Support for the nomination of Camile Calimlim Touton for Commissionér of the Bureau of Reclamation
Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso:

On behalf of the Yakima Basin Joint Board (YBJB) in the Yakima River Valley of Washington State, I write
in support of the nomination of Ms, Camille Calimlim Touton for the position of Commissioner of the
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation).

The YBIB is an organization of the major irrigation districts and the City of Yakima located in Washington
State’s Yakima River Basin. The Yakima Valley in one of the most diversified and productive agricultural
areas Of the world. The Burean of Reclamation’s Yakima Project is made up of YBJB member districts and
itrigates 464,000 acres. The Yakima Valley is known worldwide for the production of apples and hops and is
also a major producer of cherries, soft fruits, and pears. Its wine grapes support over 700 local wineries.
Agricultural exports from the Yakima River Basin are a major aspect of our state and regional economy.

The YBJB is also a major supporter of the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan {Integrated Plan), a balanced 30-
year plan to ensure that irrigated agriculture, protected and native fish and wildlife species, Tribal heritage,
cities and towns, our economy, and the environment are all improved and protected well into the future,

The Commissioner of Reclamation is a-critically important position involved in the implementation of the
Integrated Plan, since, among other duties, the Commissioner oversees the policies and operations of
Reclamation facilities in the Yakima River Basin. Reclamation’s core mission is to provide for the delivery
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June 29, 2021
Page 2

of water and generate power from its Yakima Project facilities to our Yakima Basin farms and ranches and is
the lead federal agency in implementing the Integrated Plan. In the past two Administrations, the
Commissioner has also played a major role in the federal leadership team in Washington D.C. that has been
extremely helpful in coordinating all federal agencies involved in the Integrated Plan.

YBIB has worked closely with Ms. Touton in her past positions at your committee and in the Obama
Administration. Her support of irrigated agriculture and the Integrated Plan has been steadfast and highly
effective in authorizing and funding water conservation, infrastructure improvements, and the many fish and
wildlife habitat and fish passage activities associated with implementing the Integrated Plan, We look
forward to working with Ms. Touton in her new position at Reclamation if she is confirmed by the Senate,

The Yakima Basin Joint Board respectfully requests your support of Ms: Camille Calimlim Touton as the
next Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation. We are confident that she will serve the Yakima Basin,
the West, and our Nation well in this important position. Please do not hesitate to contact me at
bradvi@svid.org if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Lori Brady é

President )
Yakima Basin Joint Board
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The CHAIRMAN. Now I will turn to Senator Cortez Masto to intro-
duce Ms. Touton.

STATEMENT OF HON. CATHERINE CORTEZ MASTO,
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEVADA

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

It is my pleasure to be able to introduce today President Biden’s
nominee for Commissioner of the United States Bureau of Rec-
lamation and fellow Nevadan and UNLV grad, Camille Touton.
Camille, who currently is the Deputy Commissioner at the Bureau
of Reclamation, has spent her career focusing on water policy. Prior
to joining Interior, Camille served as the senior professional staff
for the U.S. House Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture and also served as professional staff on this Committee, the
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, where I got
to know her in my former capacity as the Ranking Member for the
Subcommittee on Water and Power in the last Congress. Camille
was also previously a staff member for the House Natural Re-
sources Committee and served as the Department of the Interior
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Water and Science in the Obama
Administration. She holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering and a B.A.
in Communication Studies from the University of Nevada Las
Vegas and a Master of Public Policy from George Mason Univer-
sity. And while I know her heart is in the West, Camille and her
gusband, Matthew, and their daughters call Arlington, Virginia

ome.

Camille is a knowledgeable and experienced public servant who
truly understands Reclamation policy. She understands the needs
and concerns of the people from the West and, being from the dri-
est state in the nation, she understands just how important and
vital water and water management is to the lifeblood of our West-
ern states. The West is in a prolonged drought that is increasingly
exacerbated by the climate crisis. Our water resources are being
ever stretched to support growing populations, and we need an ex-
pert in this role who has lived this experience firsthand. I know
Camille will be an advocate for sound and thoughtful water policy,
and I know she will provide a strong Western voice inside the Inte-
rior Department that is looking out for our water needs.

And with that, I welcome Camille back to the Committee today
and want to express my sincere congratulations to you on your
nomination.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.

And now, we are fortunate to be joined by our two colleagues
from Connecticut, Senator Blumenthal and Senator Murphy, who
will now introduce Ms. Bronin.

Senator Blumenthal.

STATEMENT OF HON. RICHARD BLUMENTHAL,
U.S. SENATOR FROM CONNECTICUT

Senator BLUMENTHAL. I am deeply honored and enthusiastic to
be here, and thank you, Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Barrasso,
and all of the Committee. You have detailed some of Sara Bronin’s
qualifications, but we could easily spend the next hour going
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through all of what she has done in a truly extraordinary career
so far. She is joined today by members of her family, her husband,
Luke Bronin, the Mayor of Hartford, Connecticut, and two of their
three children. Their family and mine have been long-standing
friends, and I am very proud of that personal connection. I could
not imagine someone better qualified to be the nominee to chair the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.

She has demonstrated—as a graduate of the University of Texas,
with a degree in architecture and a degree in law—that she has an
understanding of both the legal and the technical facets that are
required for someone in this leadership position. She has deep and
broad experience in Connecticut. She served for 10 years as Chair
of Preservation Connecticut’s Board, where that group has success-
fully championed the protection of many important community as-
sets all over the state by leveraging funding, advocating and form-
ing partnerships, and promoting stewardship. That really is the
mark of her service and understanding of the physical and tangible
importance of these preservation assets but also a devotion to eq-
uity and inclusiveness as core interests and values in her work.
She has earned three preservation design awards for her restora-
tion of a Civil War-era brownstone in downtown Hartford, Con-
necticut that her family knows well, and as an architect, she is
knowledgeable about many of the more advanced technological im-
provements that are important in this work.

She is a seventh-generation Texan. She grew up working in her
family’s Mexican restaurant, and she is now a Professor. She has
been an architect, attorney, and policymaker, and I think she is ex-
traordinarily well qualified for this position. I thank the Chair and
Ranking Member for considering her favorably. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.

Now we have Senator Murphy.

STATEMENT OF HON. CHRISTOPHER MURPHY,
U.S. SENATOR FROM CONNECTICUT

Senator MURPHY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. This is
my inaugural appearance before the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, and I appreciate you letting Senator Blumenthal and
I just say a few words in support of our good friend, Sara Bronin.
I think Senator Blumenthal has covered it well.

You know, we are fortunate that smart people from all over the
world come to Connecticut to get their education. We have a num-
ber of excellent schools, one of them being Yale University, and oc-
casionally people spend time in Connecticut and then go back to
their home state, as Senator Barrasso did. Sara Bronin’s affection
for Connecticut was such that she stayed. She came to Connecticut
to go to school, and she has been one of the most important contrib-
utors to our state’s discussion around historic preservation and
zoning reform during the last several decades. Senator Blumenthal
said it, I think very well—you really could not pick somebody bet-
ter suited for this role. She is a nationally acknowledged expert on
zoning and land use law. She is an architect, so she understands
the practicality of buildings and building. But she also is somebody
that has a history of being able to bring folks together around
these ideas.
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In Hartford, the city that I live in, she was able to lead an effort
to redesign the city plan and the city’s zoning laws, and it ended
up being adopted in a unanimous vote, which is not easy in a place
like Hartford that has lots of different ideas about historic preser-
vation, development, and affordable housing. So I think you will
find someone here who has the right background, the right exper-
tise, but also the ability to take some of the politics and con-
troversy out of these ideas and bring people together. I am just
grateful that you allowed us the opportunity to come and introduce
her to you today.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, we appreciate both of you taking time to
come and introduce these wonderful people. I know your schedules
are busy, so I know you have to be exiting here. Thank you, Sen-
ator.

The rules of the Committee, which apply to all nominees, require
that they be sworn in connection with their testimony. So if you all
will stand and raise your right hand.

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give
to the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources shall
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help
you God?

[All nominees respond yes.]

The CHAIRMAN. You may be seated.

Before you begin your statements, I will ask three questions ad-
dressed to each nominee before this Committee.

Will you be available to appear before this Committee and other
Congressional committees to represent departmental positions and
respond to issues of concern to the Congress?

[Nominees all respond yes.]

The CHAIRMAN. Are you aware of any personal holdings, invest-
ments, or interests that could constitute a conflict of interest or cre-
ate the appearance of such a conflict should you be confirmed and
3ssufr?ne the office to which you have been nominated by the Presi-

ent?

[Nominees all respond no.]

The CHAIRMAN. Are you involved or do you have any assets held
in a blind trust?

[Nominees all respond no.]

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

So let us begin with Ms. Daniel-Davis. You are recognized to
make your statement. Please proceed.

STATEMENT OF LAURA DANIEL-DAVIS, NOMINATED TO BE AN
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR (LAND AND MIN-
ERALS MANAGEMENT)

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Good morning, Chairman Manchin, Ranking
Member Barrasso, and members of the Committee. I'm honored to
appear before you as President Biden’s nominee to be the Assistant
Secretary for Land and Minerals Management at the Department
of the Interior, and I'm very grateful for the Committee’s consider-
ation of my nomination.

I'm joined today by my husband, Mark, and my mom and dad.
Our daughter is in her first year of college so is unfortunately un-
able to be here with us today. My parents provided the example of
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public service that has guided me throughout my career, my moth-
er as a high school teacher and later a high school principal. My
father was an aide here in the Senate and was, for many years, a
curator at the Smithsonian National Museum of American History.
My sister and I spent all of our time outside when we were growing
up. We were really lucky. There was so much open space in our
community, and it was the beginning of my appreciation for nature
and wildlife, which has such a positive impact on both your mind
and your physical well-being.

In addition to my family, the Department of the Interior has
been one of the most significant influences on my life. The leader-
ship positions I have held there have given me deep knowledge of
public lands and energy programs both onshore and offshore, a
deep understanding of the Department’s operations, and the impor-
tance of collaboration. I first came to the Department in 1993 as
an aide to Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt. That’s when I first saw
how much this Department touches people’s lives in very real ways
every day, whether we live in the West or in any other region of
the country. I returned to the Department in 2009 to work for Sec-
retary Ken Salazar. Many of you knew him as Senator Salazar.
He’s now Ambassador Salazar. And I learned from Secretary Sala-
zar to aspire to embody the servant-leader model, which is that we
never forget that our government service is on behalf of anyone but
ourselves.

As the Department’s Chief of Staff, I helped support the transi-
tion to Secretary Sally Jewell, who ensured we were leading with
equity and fairness every day, and, in between my service at Inte-
rior, I worked in the House of Representatives for Congressman
Mark Udall before he was one of your colleagues here in the Sen-
ate. Congressman Udall exemplified the bipartisan spirit that I
value so much, and from him I learned the key Mo Udall-ism,
which is that we can disagree without being disagreeable in this
work that we do together. And now I'm back at the Department,
of course, humbled and grateful to be working for Secretary Deb
Haaland. She’s inspirational, and, once again, I'm learning some-
thing every day in my time at the Department.

My previous time there provided me with something of a bird’s
eye view of departmental operations and a really deep respect for
the 70,000 plus employees. I rolled up my sleeves on a lot of issues
from Klamath Basin restoration to the Deep Water Horizon oil spill
response to ensuring that we were conducting tribal consultation in
an appropriate manner. I also gained a real appreciation for the
bureaus I've been nominated to help lead: the Bureau of Land
Management, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, the Bu-
reau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, and the Office of
Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement. I really value and
appreciate the BLM’s multiple-use mission. It’s uniquely important
for resource development and recreation and providing economic
opportunities for working families as it manages the federal acre-
age under its jurisdiction, offshore, the important work of BOEM
and BSEE to responsibly and safely develop energy resources on
the Outer Continental Shelf, helps to assure our country’s energy
independence. And OSMRE provides crucial support to coal com-
munities for reclamation of former mining lands and economic de-
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velopment opportunities, making sure states have the tools to over-
see their transitioning programs.

If 'm confirmed in this role, I'm committed to supporting these
bureaus and to working with them to understand how I can help,
best help them be successful in their missions and for the Amer-
ican public. During my time at the National Wildlife Federation, I
was proud to help support the great work of so many of you on the
bipartisan Great American Outdoors Act. That’s a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity that you have given Americans to address mainte-
nance needs across agencies and conserve and restore lands in our
communities for access, recreation, and reflection. I strive to have
an open door. I like to be available to different points of view. I'm
always looking for information that can guide me to a more
thoughtful decision. And if I’'m confirmed, I commit to working with
this Committee, with the communities you serve, with states and
tribes, and the variety of other interests in our work and the
shared challenges we face.

Thank you for allowing me to appear here today, and I look for-
ward to answering your questions.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Daniel-Davis follows:]
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Statement of
Laura Daniel-Davis
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United States Senate

September 21, 2021
Good Morning Chairman Manchin, Ranking Member Barrasso, and Members of the Committee.

I’m honored to appear before you as President Biden’s nominee to be the Assistant Secretary for
Land and Minerals Management at the Department of the Interior.

And I'm grateful for the Committee’s consideration of my nomination.

I am joined today by my husband Mark and my mom and dad. Our daughter is in her first year of
college and unfortunately can’t be here today. My parents provided the example of public service
that has guided me throughout my career - my mother as a high school teacher and later high
school principal. My dad was an aide here in the Senate and a curator for many years at the
Smithsonian National Museum of American History.

My sister and I spent our time outside when we were growing up. We were lucky - there was so
much open space in our community, and we splashed through the river and built forts and made
our own trails in the woods. It was the beginning of my appreciation for nature and wildlife,
which has such a positive impact on both your mind and your physical well-being.

In addition to my family, the Department of the Interior has been one of the most significant and
formative influences on my life. The leadership positions I have held have given me knowledge
of the public lands, the energy programs - both on- and offshore, a deep understanding of the
Department’s operations, and the importance of collaboration.

I first came to the Department in 1993, as an aide to Secretary Bruce Babbitt. That is when I first
saw how much this Department touches people’s lives in very real ways every day - whether we
live in the West or any other region of the country. 1 returned to the Department in 2009 to work
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for Secretary Ken Salazar. I learned from him to aspire to embody the servant-leader model:
never forgetting that our government service is on behalf of everyone but yourself.

As the Department’s Chief of Staff, I helped support the transition to Secretary Sally Jewell, who
ensured that we were leading with equity and fairness.

In between my service at Interior, I worked in the House of Representatives, for Congressman
Mark Udall, before he was one of your colleagues here in the Senate. To me, then-Congressman
Udall exemplified the bipartisan spirit I value so much, and from him I learned the key Mo
Udall-ism: we can disagree without being disagreeable, in this work that we do together.

And T am now back at the Department of the Interior, humbled and grateful to be working for
Secretary Deb Haaland. She is inspirational, and once again I am learning something every day
in my time at the Department.

My previous positions at Interior provided me with something of a bird’s eye view of the
Department, and a deep respect for its 70,000 employees. I rolled up my sleeves on issues from
Klamath Basin restoration, to Deepwater Horizon emergency and recovery, and Tribal
consultation.

[ also gained such an appreciation for the bureaus I have been nominated to help lead: the Bureau
of Land Management, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, the Bureau of Safety and
Environmental Enforcement, and the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement.

I value and appreciate the BLM’s multiple use mission that makes it uniquely important for
resource development, recreation, and to provide economic opportunities to working families as
it manages the vast federal acreage under its jurisdiction. Offshore, the important work of BOEM
and BSEE to responsibly and safely develop energy resources on our Outer Continental Shelf
helps to assure our country’s energy independence. And OSMRE provides crucial support to coal
communities for reclamation of former mining lands and economic development opportunities,
making sure states have the tools to oversee their transitioning programs. If I am confirmed for
this role, I am committed to supporting these bureaus and to working with them to understand
how I can best help them be successful in their missions and for the American public.

During my time at the National Wildlife Federation, I was proud to help support the great work
of many of you on the bipartisan Great American Outdoors Act, that once in a lifetime
opportunity you’ve given Americans to address maintenance needs across agencies and conserve
and restore lands in our communities for access, recreation, and reflection.
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The issues we face at the Department are as challenging as they are interesting, and they demand
leadership that listens first, addresses underlying inequities, and strives for balanced, bipartisan,
and collaborative solutions.

I strive to have an open door, to be available to different points of view and information that
could guide me to make a more thoughtful decision, and to nurture the next generation of leaders
who will take the mantle when we are all long past retirement.

If confirmed, I commit to working with this Committee, with the communities you serve, with
states and Tribes, and the variety of other interests in our work, in the shared challenges we face.
I will prioritize partnership and collaboration.

Thank you for allowing me to appear here today, and I look forward to answering your
questions.
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. I just noticed my col-
league here has a cast on him. I was wondering what happened to
him. I hope you are feeling better.

Now we are going to hear from Ms. Touton.

STATEMENT OF CAMILLE C. TOUTON, NOMINATED TO BE
COMMISSIONER OF RECLAMATION

Ms. TouTON. Good morning, Chairman Manchin, Ranking Mem-
ber Barrasso, and members of this Committee. Thank you, Senator
Cortez Masto for that kind introduction and for your leadership in
Nevada and in the nation. Thank you also for your guidance
throughout the years. And thank you, Senator Cantwell, as well for
your guidance and Congresswoman Napolitano. My name is
Camille Calimlim Touton. I'm joined here today by my husband,
Matthew, my mother, Marlene, and virtually by our daughters,
families, and friends across the country and the world. It is by the
grace of God and with the love and support of my family and
friends that I am before you today as the Biden-Harris nominee for
the Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation.

From the start my grandparents instilled in me the values of
family and service to your community and to your country. My
grandmother, Eddie, was a homemaker with a high school edu-
cation, who supported all eight of her children graduating college.
My grandmother, Juanita, was an elementary school teacher, who
was later elected as the Capitana of the Barangay Tebeng, Phil-
ippines. Both my grandfathers served in the military, and it is
their sacrifices and their values that I bring with me here today.

The United States Air Force, through my father, brought us to
my adopted hometown of Las Vegas, Nevada. It was there that I
would meet the love of my life and also find my life’s work in
water. I recognize that my strengths were to take my engineering
background and take and understand that technical information
and communicate its impact to policymakers. This recognition and
passion to serve is what brought me here today. Over the last 15
years I've had the great privilege to be a part of every major legis-
lation impacting the Bureau of Reclamation. This included my time
as professional staff for the House Natural Resources Committee
and supported the enactment of the settlement of the Claims Reso-
lution Act, legislation that settled the water rights for seven Indian
tribes and pueblos. I've had the great fortune of calling this Com-
mittee my professional home and helped to support the enactment
of Phase III of the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan, support for the
Klamath Project Title Transfer, and other Reclamation provisions
as part of the Dingle Act. Last Congress, I worked for the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and helped to sup-
port the enactment of WRDA (Water Resources Development Act)
2020, the authorization committee—the authorization legislation
for the Army Corps of Engineers.

The very same laws I’'ve helped to support I've also helped to im-
plement and execute. During my time in the Obama Administra-
tion as Deputy Assistant Secretary, I oversaw USGS (United States
Geological Survey) and also led Interior’s efforts into the finaliza-
tion of the MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) for the Salton
Sea. I also led the completion of the Glen Canyon Dam Long-Term
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Experimental Management Plan. Since I joined the Biden-Harris
Administration in January, Reclamation has implemented four title
transfers, funded the Drought Relief Act, recommended new water
recycling, desalination, and storage projects under the WIN Act,
and funded activities under the Drought Contingency Plan for the
Colorado River. Each of these successes requires an understanding
of complex issues, the ability to work across the aisle and collabo-
rate with a diverse set of stakeholders, and requires the ability
and, more importantly, the desire to build trust and understanding
with all of our partners to communicate intent, manage expecta-
tions, and produce results, and that’s the skills I bring to you
today.

I also recognize a constellation of challenges ahead of this agency
are unlike any before, and managing water in the West is complex,
even in a good water year. The unprecedented drought has made
the task even more challenging as major reservoirs are at their
lowest levels since filling, and the prospects of relief in the face of
climate change are not encouraging, but I am honored to work
alongside our stakeholders, our partners, and the 5,400 public serv-
ants that make up the Bureau of Reclamation in meeting our mis-
sion in one of the toughest water years and during a global pan-
demic. The drought has very real implications on people and the
environment. Farmers, whose life’s work is to put food on Amer-
ica’s table, are worried about the ability to put food on their own.
Tribal communities who fear for the security of their water rights
and the loss of species of cultural significance. Communities who
see the low reservoirs and worry about their water supply. Eco-
system and species stressed to the brink. If confirmed, I bring to
this position a proven track record of collaboration and communica-
tion, and I face these challenges with humility and a commitment
to work with you, our partners, and the American public in solving
these challenges.

Thank you for the opportunity to be here with you today.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Touton follows:]
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Good Moring Chairman Manchin, Ranking Member Barrasso, and Members of the Committee.

Thank you also to Senator Cortez-Masto for your kind introduction, and for your leadership and
service to the Silver State and the United States.

My name is Camille Calimlim Touton. I am joined here today by my husband, Matthew, my
mother, Marlene, and virtually by our daughters, parents, siblings, and family across the country
and the world. It is by the grace of God and with the love, support and guidance of my family
and friends, that I am here as the Biden-Harris Administration’s nominee to be the
Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation. It is an honor to be here with you today.

From the start, my grandparents instilled in me the values of family, of service to our
community, and service to our country. My grandmother Eddie was a homemaker with a high
school education. Her goal was to have all eight of her children graduate college and she
succeeded.

My grandmother Juanita was an elementary teacher, and in her second act, was the elected
Capitana of the Barangay Tebeng, Philippines. My grandfathers served in the military; Camilo
enlisted in the United States Navy after World War 11, and Alfonso served as a Scout during the
War; their sacrifice and values are with me here today.

The United States Air Force brought us to my adopted hometown of Las Vegas, Nevada. It was
there that I would eventually meet the love of my life and find my life’s work in water. I
recognized my strengths were to use my engineering background to understand technical
information and communicate its impact to policy makers. This recognition and passion to serve
brought me here, to Washington, D.C.

Over the last 15 years, I have had the great privilege to be a part of the major legislation
impacting Reclamation. This included my time as Professional Staff for the House Natural
Resources Committee, where I worked to support the enactment of the Claims Resolution Act, a
Jaw that settled the water rights of seven Indian Tribes and Pueblos across the West.
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I am also fortunate to have called this Committee my professional home. I helped support the
enactment of the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan, Assistance to the Klamath Project, Title
Transfer, and other Reclamation provisions included in the Dingell Act.

Last Congress, I worked for the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee supporting the
enactment of the Water Resources Development Act of 2020 — the authorizing legislation for the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The very same laws I helped to support I have also implemented and executed. I served in the
Obama Administration as a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Water and Science, overseeing the
United States Geological Survey. During that time 1 led the Department of the Interior’s
finalization of the Memorandum of Understanding on the Salton Sea — as well as the completion
of the Glen Canyon Dam Long Term Experimental and Management Plan.

Since 1 joined the Biden-Harris Administration in January, Reclamation has completed four title
transfers, funded the Klamath Drought Relief Act, recommended water recycling, desalination,
and storage projects under the WIIN Act to Congress, and funded activities under the Drought
Continency Plan.

Each of these successes requires an understanding of complex issues, the ability to work across
the aisle and collaborate with a diverse set of stakeholders. It requires the ability — and, very
importantly, the desire — to build trust and understanding with all our partners, to clearly
communicate intent and manage expectations, and ultimately to produce results. It is these skills
and commitment that I bring to the position.

I also recognize that the constellation of challenges ahead of this Agency are unlike any before-
and managing water in the West is complex, even in the best of times. The unprecedented
drought has made the task even more challenging, as major reservoirs are at their lowest levels
since filling, and the projections for relief in the face of climate change are not encouraging. I am
honored to work alongside our stakeholders and the 5,400 public servants who make up
Reclamation, carrying out our mission in one of the toughest water years, and during a global
pandemic.

The drought has very real implications on people and the environment. Farmers — whose life’s
work is to put food on America’s table, worry about the ability to put food on their own. Tribal
communities who fear for the loss of species of cultural significance. Communities who see the
low reservoirs and worry about their water supply. Ecosystems and species that are stressed to
the brink.

If confirmed, I bring to this position a proven track record of collaboration and communication. 1
face these challenges with humility and a commitment to work with you, our stakeholders, and
the American public in solving these challenges.

Thank you for the opportunity to be with you today.
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.
And now, we will hear from Ms. Bronin.

STATEMENT OF SARA C. BRONIN, NOMINATED TO BE CHAIR-
MAN OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION

Ms. BRONIN. Thank you very much. Is this on?

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, now you are.

Ms. BRONIN. Perfect. Okay.

Good morning, Chairman Rankin—Chairman Manchin, Ranking
Member Barrasso, and the distinguished members of this Com-
mittee. It is my honor to be here today as President Biden’s nomi-
nee to Chair the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and I
thank Senators Murphy and Blumenthal for their very kind intro-
ductions. Joining me today are my husband, Luke, himself a public
servant and a veteran of the war in Afghanistan, and two of our
three children. Our third child is watching with her grandparents
in Connecticut, and my parents, two sisters, and two grand-
mothers, Romana and Oralia, are watching from Texas. My heart
tells me my grandfathers are watching from above. I bring to this
hearing table the lessons of my teachers, Duchesne Academy of the
Sacred Heart, the University of Texas, Oxford, and Yale and of my
students, and I am grateful for every one of them.

It is a special privilege to be speaking before this Committee,
which has long demonstrated a bipartisan commitment to historic
preservation. Senators, many of you are already familiar with the
Advisory Council through the process known as Section 106. Both
the agency and the process were created as part of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 to ensure that historic resources
are considered when federal agencies are undertaking certain pro-
grams and projects. In these reviews, the Advisory Council does not
play a decision-making role but one of a convener, collaborator, and
advisor. As Chair, I would be honored to ensure that the agency
continues to play this role with integrity and in keeping with Con-
gressional direction. The Advisory Council also has a key, another
key statutory role, to advise the President and Congress on historic
preservation policy.

As I prepared for this hearing today, I talked with some of you
and your staff about ways the agency may strengthen its relation-
ship with Congress through this advisory function. Members ex-
pressed an interest in better tailoring disaster recovery response to
historic places, developing procedural efficiencies, and better sup-
porting the 59 state and territorial historic preservation offices, 574
federally recognized tribes, including 204 tribal historic preserva-
tion offices, and native Hawaiian organizations, and you also ex-
pressed enthusiasm for facilitating private investment in preserva-
tion, whether through leasing or transferring federal historic prop-
erties or through making the historic tax credit, which has gen-
erated over $173 billion in private economic development more ac-
cessible to rural Main Street and underserved communities. The
Advisory Council has already made progress in some of these re-
gards. If confirmed as its Chair, I will gladly work with members
of this Committee and others in Congress to further improve the
Federal Government’s effectiveness in these regards.
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My passion for preservation comes from the recognition that his-
toric, tribal, and cultural resources benefit us in unique ways. They
connect us with our past and give us a sense of continuity, identity,
and belonging. They generate economic activity, both during reha-
bilitation projects and for many years after, and they offer us a
chance to be more sustainable. As is often said, the greenest build-
ing is one that is already built. And perhaps most importantly,
they guide our faith and center our spirits. Throughout my work
I have tried to ensure that communities of all kinds can benefit
from preservation. As an architect, attorney, professor, and public
servant, I have written, critiqued, and implemented laws regarding
historic preservation. I have both rehabilitated historic buildings
and advocated for them. And by participating in organizations like
Preservation Connecticut and the Latinos in Heritage Conserva-
tion, I have found that there are many, many people who share our
common commitment to protecting and celebrating the rich and
complex stories that make us American. With this multifaceted ex-
perience, I hope to ensure the Advisory Council on Historic Preser-
vation continues to take a leadership role in advancing and mod-
ernizing preservation practice nationally.

From my ancestor’s lands on the Texas/Mexico border to colonial
Connecticut where I live today, from indigenous homelands to frag-
ile, archeological resources, the Advisory Council urges protection
of it all. It would be a deep honor and a tremendous joy to serve
as its Chair. Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. I look
forward to your questions.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Bronin follows:]
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OPENING REMARKS OF SARA C. BRONIN
Biden Nominee to Chair the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Delivered to the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources

September 21, 2021

Good moming Chairman Manchin, Ranking Member Barrasso, and the distinguished members of
this committee:

It is my honor to be here today as President Biden’s nominee to chair the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation.

Joining me today are my husband Luke, himself a public servant and a veteran who served in
Afghanistan, and two of our three childten. Our third child is watching with her grandparents in
Connecticut, and my parents, two sisters, and two grandmothers, Romana and Oralia, are watching
in Texas. My heart tells me my grandfathers are watching from above. Ibring to this hearing table
the lessons of my teachers at Duchesne Academy of the Sacred Heart, the University of Texas,
Oxford, and Yale, and my students, and I am grateful to every one of them.

Tt is a special privilege to be speaking before this committee, whose members have demonstrated a
longstanding, bipartisan commitment to historic preservation.

Senators, many of you are already familiar with the Advisory Council because of the process known
as Section 106. Both the agency and the process were created by the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 to ensure that historic resources are considered when federal agencies are undertaking
certain programs and projects. In these reviews, the Advisory Council does not play a decision-
making role, but one of a convenor, collaborator, and advisor. As chair, T would be honored to
ensure that the agency continues to play this role with integrity and in keeping with Congressional
direction.

The Advisory Council also has another key statutory role: to advise the President and Congress on
historic preservation policy. As I prepared for this hearing today, I talked with some of you and
your staff about ways the agency may strengthen its relationship with Congress through its advisory
function. Members expressed an interest in better tailoring disaster recovery response to historic
places, developing procedural efficiencies, supporting the 59 state and territorial historic
preservation offices, 574 federally-recognized tribes (which include 204 tribal historic preservation
offices) and Native Hawaiian organizations. And you also expressed enthusiasm for facilitating
private investment in preservation, whether through leasing or transferring historic federal
properties or through making the historic preservation tax credit — which has generated over $173
billion in economic development — more accessible to rural, main street, and underserved
communities. The Advisory Council has already made progress in some of these regards. If
confirmed as its chair, I will gladly work with members of this committee and others in Congress to
turther improve the federal government’s etfectiveness in these areas.

My passion for preservation comes from the recognition that historic, tribal, and cultural resources
benefit us in unique ways. They connect us with our past and give us a sense of continuity, identity,
and belonging. They generate economic activity, both during rehabilitation projects and for many
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years after. They offer us a chance to be more sustainable; as 1s often said, the greenest building is
one that is already built. And perhaps most importantly, they guide our faith and center our spirits.

Throughout my work, I have tried to ensure that communities of all kinds can benefit from
preservation. As an architect, attorney, professor, and public servant, I have written, critiqued, and
implemented laws regarding historic preservation; T have both rehabilitated historic buildings and
advocated for them. And by participating in organizations like Preservation Connecticut and
Latinos in Heritage Conservation, T have found that there are many, many people who share our
comimon commitment to protecting and celebrating the rich and complex stories that make us
American.

With this multi-faceted experience, I hope to ensure the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
continues to take a leadership role in advancing and modernizing preservation practice nationally.
From my ancestors’ lands on the Texas-Mexico border to colonial Connecticut where I live today,
from indigenous homelands to fragile archaeological resources, the Advisory Council urges
protection of it all. It would be a deep honor and a tremendous joy to serve as its chair.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. Ilook forward to your questions.
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you all for your statements. Now we are
going to start with our questions, and I will start mine with Ms.
Daniel-Davis.

Within a week of taking office, President Biden issued an Execu-
tive Order that directed the Secretary of the Interior to pause new
oil and natural gas leases on public lands and offshore waters,
pending a comprehensive review of the Secretary’s stewardship re-
sponsibilities, including climate impacts from oil and gas develop-
ments. Several states challenged the Order, and in June a Federal
District Court granted a preliminary injunction against the leasing
pause. The Justice Department is appealing the District Court’s de-
cision in the Fifth Circuit, but the Department has said that oil
and gas leasing, both onshore and offshore, will continue in the
meantime. So could you give me the current status of the leasing
Frog}ram? Is the pause still in place, or has leasing resumed as be-
ore?

Ms. DANIEL-DAvVIS. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman for the
question and confirming that leasing, the leasing program onshore
and offshore, is going forward per the court’s direction.

The CHAIRMAN. Also, are we producing as much oil and gas as
we were before the pause?

Ms. DANIEL-DAvVIS. I appreciate that follow up, and, in fact, we
are. The production has stayed at levels consistent with past ad-
ministrations, and, as you know, the pause did not impact ongoing
permitting on legally held leases. So that has continued. The jobs
associated with that have continued. So we’ve got about 9,000 plus
permits available for use as well.

The CHAIRMAN. The other thing, something that has bothered me
more than any of them, is that the review of the leasing program
was supposed to result in the release of a report earlier this sum-
mer. But that report, as you know, still has not been released.
What is the status of the report?

Ms. DANIEL-DAvIS. Thank you so much for that question, Mr.
Chairman. The report, as you know, is being developed as part of
the comprehensive review that the President asked us to do under
an Executive Order. We've had a really robust engagement process.
There is a lot to review. Reports like this that come at the direction
of an Executive Order do go through an appropriate interagency
and White House review process, and that is where we are.

The CHAIRMAN. So it is at the White House as far as reviewing
the report that you all have, or is yours completed now?

Ms. DANIEL-DAvIS. Well, it is undergoing the interagency and
White House review process, and, of course, there’s new informa-
tion that is developed that we can continue to review and include.

The CHAIRMAN. Okay, and when should we expect it?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. I'm hoping we’ll be able to get it out the door
very soon.

. E‘;le CHAIRMAN. Well, we are past summer, so that means in the
all?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, we are going to be asking for it. We want
to see that. It will really be helpful for all of us.

Ms. Touton, we are fortunate that President Biden has chosen to
place Western water policy in the hands of two former members of
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our committee staff, and we have a lot of interest in this, and they
have dire need. I have plenty of water in West Virginia. We would
love to be able to ship it out to you all any way we could, if we
could get it there, but that is the deal. We will put that line in.
That is one pipeline we can all agree on.

I spoke earlier in my opening remarks about the number of dams
and reservoirs the Bureau of Reclamation manages, but do you
agree that the job of Commissioner of Reclamation is not so much
about managing dams and reservoirs as protecting the water sup-
plies that millions of Americans depend on?

Ms. TouToN. Thank you for that question, Senator. I agree with
you completely that my time in service to the members of this
Committee has best prepared me for this position. Though, I must
say, this is the first time I've viewed the room from this angle.

I agree with you. As a Westerner, as a Nevadan, there’s nothing
more important than your water and the management of your
water supplies. The Bureau of Reclamation is the largest deliverer
of water in the nation. And so, part of that is being able to utilize
our significant infrastructure, but the most important part of man-
aging your water supplies is working with your partners, with the
states, with the tribes, and with all of the communities on this im-
portant resource in the West

The CHAIRMAN. I am sure you are aware of the critical situation
that we have out West?

Ms. TouToN. Yes, Senator.

The CHAIRMAN. Okay, and the people are in dire need. We are
going to have Senators that will go more in depth on that, I am
sure. But anyway, we appreciate your experience and willingness
to serve.

Ms. Bronin, if I may?

If confirmed, you are going to be the 12th person to Chair the
Advisory Council, but only the second to be confirmed by the Sen-
ate. That is because for over 50 years, the President was able to
appoint the Chair without Senate confirmation. We changed the
law five years ago to require Senate confirmation and make the of-
fice a full-time salary position in order to raise the stature of the
office. I recognize that you are not a member of the Council yet,
but from what you have been able to observe of the Council over
the past five years, do you believe these reforms have made a dif-
ference?

Ms. BrONIN. First, thank you so much for doing that. It will
make a big difference in the coming years to have a full-time
Chair, and I think you did that as Congress in recognition of the
fact that preservation, in addition to the full-time staff that already
does a great job at the agency itself, really needs a full-time cham-
pion. The first full-time chair only served for 18 months, so I think
we're still figuring out exactly what the responsibilities and oppor-
tunities there are. When Congress first passed the National His-
toric Preservation Act it recognized in the statute itself that preser-
vation cuts across many different federal policy areas, including
housing, energy efficiency, transportation, taxation, and more.

So I look forward to seeing what we can do in this role together,
working with agencies, working with Congress and
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The CHAIRMAN. Well, all of us have areas in our state that have
historic sites. And sometimes, I have been told, it costs more to
preserve one than it would to raze it and start over, but then you
lose the whole cultural effect. But does that ever come into play,
where just the structure, the bones, are not good enough to save
it? Do you get to make those decisions?

Ms. BRONIN. The Advisory Council doesn’t play that kind of deci-
sion-making role. It’s up to the individual agencies and their stew-
ardship of historic properties to determine, but certainly you do see
cases of demolition by neglect. And that’s one of the reasons the
Historic Preservation Act was passed in the first place back in the
1960s.

The CHAIRMAN. That is great. Thank you.

Senator Barrasso.

Senator BARRASSO. Thanks, Mr. Chairman.

Prior to this hearing each of you swore under oath that your an-
swers to the Committee’s written questionnaire are current, accu-
rate, and complete. So I am sorry to have to ask this, but would
each of you verbally affirm that your answers to the questionnaires
are actually current, accurate, and complete?

[All nominees respond yes.]

Senator BARRASSO. Thank you.

Any of you ever threaten the physical safety of federal officials
verbally or in writing?

[All nominees respond no.]

Senator BARRASSO. Any of you ever been affiliated or collabo-
rate(}) with an organization that uses violence against fellow Ameri-
cans?

[All nominees respond no.]

Senator BARRASSO. Ms. Daniel-Davis, a couple questions for you,
and please respond briefly.

On balance, is it better that we develop oil and natural gas re-
sources on federal lands here in the United States than import oil
from OPEC and Russia?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Thank you, Senator.

The President believes in energy independence and energy secu-
rity, and so do I.

Senator BARRASSO. So, on balance, is it better that we develop
our oil and natural gas resources on federal lands than import it
from OPEC and Russia? It is a yes or no.

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Yes, sir, and the Secretary has clarified.

Senator BARRASSO. Okay, thank you.

So, on balance, is it better that we develop critical mineral re-
sources on federal lands than import critical minerals from China?

Ms. DANIEL-DAviS. This is another issue the President has
prioritized for us, yes.

Senator BARRASSO. Okay.

On balance, is it better that we develop uranium resources on
federal lands than import uranium from Russia or Kazakhstan?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Responsible development of minerals is im-
portant and appropriate.

Senator BARRASSO. On balance, is it better that we develop he-
lium resources on federal lands than import helium from the Mid-
dle East or Russia?
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Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. The helium program is in transition, Senator,
but yes.

Senator BARRASSO. Do you agree that the Department should not
pursue policies that drive producers of these resources off of our
federal lands and overseas?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. I think we’re strong supporters of responsible
production of minerals on public lands.

Senator BARRASSO. So a follow up on Senator Manchin’s ques-
tion. Since the Federal Court’s decision in June that said you had
to stop this, has the Department actually issued any new notices
for onshore oil and gas lease sales?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. We have issued parcels. As you know, this is
managed by BLM state offices, and they have each, where they
have parcels available, have put them forward for scoping is where
we are in the process.

Senator BARRASSO. So you have not really issued any new notices
for onshore lease, specifically the sale?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. No, sir. We are in the beginning of a review
process associated with——

Senator BARRASSO. Well, I want to talk about that because in
February a Federal Court blocked the Trump Administration’s de-
cision to reopen, you know, 10 million acres to hard rock mining.
In response, the Bureau plans to reissue six-year-old environ-
mental analysis, supports stopping hard rock mining. Separately in
June, a Federal Court blocked the Biden Administration’s oil and
gas sales, which is what the focus is here. In response, the Bureau
restarted its environmental analysis which had been completed just
last year. So the environmental—and you said, no, if we are going
to throw that out, all the money, all the time, everything that has
been spent on these environmental analyses last year, tough. We
are going to make you start over on oil and gas lease sales.

In other words, your Bureau seems to be cherry picking its data
to suit a political agenda by the Biden Administration. Now, you
oversee the Bureau of Land Management. Why is the Bureau play-
ing politics with the environmental review process under your cur-
rent watch?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. So thank you so much for that question, Sen-
ator. And I think it’s really important to think about the process
associated with oil and gas leasing, a process that ensures that we
have relevant and appropriate and thorough environmental review,
we have community input, we have appropriate formal consultation
with tribes. And I think the way that we determined that we could
be sure that all of those conversations and reviews happen because,
I think, as you know, there’s a lot of litigation around this pro-
gram, and courts have found that in many cases the environmental
review has not been adequate, and that has really impacted, in my
view, certainty for the program and consistency. So we decided that
the best way to be sure that we can provide that certainty and con-
sistency and appropriate review is to start and have a fresh look
and undertake the process.

Senator BARRASSO. Okay, so throw out all of the things that have
been done in the past, block all the oil, offer no new lease sales,
delay a report that Senator Manchin, as Chairman of the Com-
mittee, just asked about that we had been promised to be done
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through the summer. Still have not seen it. You said it is going to
be here soon. We have heard that from other bureaus under pre-
vious administrations, and reports seem to be delayed indefinitely.

Ms. Bronin, last December you wrote that we should rethink how
we determine whose history is protected to begin with. The criteria,
you said, and process for historic designation must be retooled. You
suggested that oral histories, cultural narratives, and less technical
descriptions of site meanings should suffice instead of what we cur-
rently require which is detailed architectural and social histories.
I think you concluded your writing by saying preservationists have
started to see past the formalities that have too long prevented us
from recognizing diverse histories, but we must go further to tackle
the legal structures that devalue the stories we all need to hear.

So, if confirmed, how would you advise the President and Con-
gress to reform programs like, I will give you a couple, the National
Register of Historic Places, the Secretary of Interior’s standards for
treatment of historic properties, and even the federal historic reha-
bilitation tax credit?

Ms. BRONIN. Thank you so much for that question, Ranking
Member.

So I appreciate that, and if confirmed as Chair of the Advisory
Council, our responsibility is to advise the President and Congress
and other agencies about what opportunities they might have to
change the rules. So you raised the Secretary’s standards as one
example. That is the standard that is used to judge historic tax
credits. It’s used on federal projects, and it could be modernized. It
has not been modernized over the last couple of decades in any sig-
nificant way to address current challenges, including disaster re-
sponse which we’re seeing a greater need for. As for the National
Register, that too, the criteria have been in place for many, many
years, and actually it’s turned out to be increasingly expensive to
get a property listed on the National Register. So in rural commu-
nities, underserved communities, you might need a little bit more
flexibility, and that’s one of the things that as Chair of the Advi-
sory Council, I hope to convince my fellow 24 members that that
might be something that we look at and, of course, work with the
Department of the Interior and the National Park Service to take
a look and open up those criteria.

Senator BARRASSO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Heinrich.

Senator HEINRICH. Thank you, Chairman.

Ms. Daniel-Davis, as you know, the New Mexico delegation as
well as our Governor and our Land Commissioner have really
worked for years to protect the Greater Chaco Canyon landscape
from development. I know that Secretary Haaland has been a great
supporter of that effort over the years. While we continue to work
on permanent protection here in Congress, I believe that protection
through an administrative withdrawal would provide necessary
and important interim protection as well as certainty. If confirmed,
would you work with myself and other members of the New Mexico
delegation to consider an administrative withdrawal of that area?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Thanks so much, Senator Heinrich, and I ap-
preciated your letter on this topic. I do commit to working with you
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and members of the delegation on this matter, should I be con-
firmed.

Senator HEINRICH. Thank you.

Ms. Touton, the Navajo Gallup Water Supply Project is the cor-
nerstone of the Navajo water rights settlement on the San Juan
River. I know you are very familiar with this project and its his-
tory. It has the capacity to bring drinking water to a quarter of a
million people, many of whom have never had drinking water in
their homes before. I think that is hard for most Americans to even
wrap their heads around. But project redesigns and increases in ex-
pected costs mean that the spending cap and the deadline in the
original settlement are likely to need to be extended.

If confirmed, will you work with the Navajo Nation, the State of
New Mexico, the Jicarilla Apache Nation, and the City of Gallup
in New Mexico to come to an agreement between all these parties
that facilitate the very important completion of that project?

Ms. TouTON. Good morning, Senator. It’s good to see you today.

Senator MANCHIN. Good to see you.

Ms. TOUTON. As you mentioned, this project is something I'm fa-
miliar with and supporting it, its enactment, when you were in the
House and I was part of the Natural Resources Committee, and it’s
amazing because, when we had the hearing on it, kids drew pic-
tures of where they thought their water came from, and they
thought it was trucks. I know that you were just there visiting our
staff this summer and actually tasted some of the product in the
pipes, and we’re actually getting some water in people’s homes is
where American children should think their water comes from. So,
if confirmed, I commit to working with you and our partners and
the stakeholders in completing this important project.

Senator HEINRICH. I look forward to that.

Ms. Daniel-Davis, I also want to ask you, the Bureau of Land
Management is finishing work on the resource management plan
for the Rio Puerto District in Central New Mexico. One decision at
issue there in that plan is whether to open an area that is com-
monly referred to as the Buffalo Tract, in Placitas, New Mexico, to
new gravel mining. Now it is an area where local residents, the
Pueblos of San Filipe and Santa Ana, the San Antonio de las
Huertas land grant, Sandoval County, the Town of Bernalillo, and
a number of homeowners’ groups all oppose new gravel mining be-
cause it is becoming so suburban and because of the natural values
that this last track of undeveloped land has. If confirmed, will you
ensure that these concerns are given the consideration they deserve
in the BLM’s final decision on whether or not to allow a gravel
mine on the Buffalo Tract?

Ms. DANIEL-DAvVIS. Thank you, Senator Heinrich, and we are,
you know, this is one of the couple reasons we are taking a harder
look at that resource management plan. I know that folks have
been waiting for it for a while, but the issues that you raise are
incredibly important, and I understand that this area, as well,
we’ve had a lot of conversations about it and appreciate you raising
it as well as, you know, the importance of the Chaco area as well.

Senator HEINRICH. Yes, and I, frankly, would rather get it right
than rush it to a conclusion.
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Ms. Bronin, my last few seconds here I will direct to you. You
know, every federal agency that takes an action that might affect
historical objects or places has an obligation to review that action
under the National Historic Preservation Act. But in my view, too
often that review has been either perfunctory—it has been, sort of,
a check the box and often does not meaningfully involve tribal com-
munities, even when the historical or cultural resources at stake
are directly related to those tribes. As Chair of the Advisory Coun-
cil on Historic Preservation, how would it be possible to hold agen-
cies more accountable to those obligations under the National His-
toric Preservation Act, especially when it comes to actions that di-
rectly impact tribes and tribal communities?

Ms. BRONIN. Thank you, Senator, for your question. So, as you
point out, tribal consultation is an important part of the Section
106 review process. It’s written into the statute and the regula-
tions. The Advisory Council sees about 120,000 federal under-
takings every year, looking at handling all of those with a great,
but small staff. So part of, so there’s a few things that they’re al-
ready doing. I mean, really, the Advisory Council’s leadership in
bringing tribes to the table has been recognized by other federal
agencies. It’s issued a series of, again, advice, advice memoranda
on sacred sites, on traditional knowledge, and on other aspects of
the government-to-government relationship which we have as the
Federal Government with tribal nations.

If I were confirmed as Chair of the Advisory Council, I would cer-
tainly continue to ensure that tribes are consulted early and often.
It would be a very high priority to me, already working with the
National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers, advo-
cating for increases in funding for those groups so that they can
and meaningfully consult in an important way, in a meaningful
way. These are things that the Advisory Council has long advo-
cated for, and as its Chair, if lucky enough to be confirmed, I would
certainly continue to do that because, frankly, it makes the process
better for everybody, if everybody is given a meaningful chance to
consult early, and we avoid a lot of issues later on.

Senator HEINRICH. Thank you, Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Daines.

Senator DAINES. Chairman Manchin, thank you.

And to start I'd like to extend a warm invitation to all of you,
if confirmed, to come out to Montana to see firsthand the impact
of decisions that are made here in Washington, how it affects rural
states like Montana. These decisions include the continued ban of
oil and gas lease sales in Montana, which is something I am very
concerned about. Despite a federal judge telling the Biden Adminis-
tration to resume leasing, we are now nine months into the year,
and not one of the four required lease sales has commenced, not
a single one. This is having a real and direct impact on Montana,
our jobs, our revenue for our communities, and for our state. In
fact, rural communities in Montana receive 50 percent of the rev-
enue generated from federal oil and gas lease sales. So when this
Administration continued to skirt the law, it means that Montana
schools, our teachers, our communities receive less money, and that
is unacceptable.
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Ms. Daniel-Davis, I know that you had a direct role in the leas-
ing moratorium, and I hope you will resume leasing, as is required
by law, immediately.

With that said, I want to move on to another important issue for
the country, and that is domestic critical mineral production. Ms.
Daniel-Davis, the Biden Administration has a goal to move the
U.S. to all-carbon-free electricity by 2035. Yet, despite this, Presi-
dent Biden and our House Democrats have taken every step, every
step they can, to make it harder to domestically produce the raw
materials needed to build new energy and storage solutions. As you
know, batteries, turbines, solar cells take huge amounts of critical
minerals and materials, but in this current tax and spend bill
being written in the House, there are dozens of provisions that
would halt current and future domestic mining, meaning we will
be dependent on countries like China for the vast majority of the
materials we need to build new energy sources. These anti-mining
policies, they kill jobs in Montana, and they will further intensify
the growing national security threat posed by our import depend-
ence for these critical minerals.

My question is this, if confirmed, what steps will you take to in-
crease domestic production of critical minerals to meet the demand
for this new renewable energy?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Senator, thank you so much for that question.
And it’s nice to see you.

The President has made it clear to all of us that critical minerals
development and production is a priority for the country. There
were, I'm sure you saw a series of reports that were released ear-
lier in the summer that went to this point. I want to say how much
I appreciate the support this Committee provided in the bipartisan
infrastructure bill for critical minerals-related activities, research
and likewise at USGS, which would not be under this position, but
will be very important to determining, helping us do a better job.

Senator DAINES. Let me ask a specific question.

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Yes, sir.

Senator DAINES. What is the Administration doing then to try to
bring some sense to what is going on in the House at the moment
with all these provisions that would do the exactly opposite of what
you just talked about?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. So I do know, with the reconciliation bill that
it’s a process that’s ongoing. There are a lot of ideas being put for-
ward with regard to reform. I know the Administration looks for-
ward to continuing. This is an ongoing process.

Senator DAINES. You have said they are doing all they can, yet
where is the Administration at now when we need them to rein in
these very radical provisions that are being promoted by the House
Democrats?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. So, Senator, all I can do is reconfirm to you
that the critical minerals issue is a priority for me and that I do
work directly with the BLM offices and the BLM leadership to be
sure we understand what’s coming in the door and how we can re-
sponsibly manage that permitting.

Senator DAINES. No, I appreciate your voice there. Do you think
the United States should rely on China? I think China becomes the
new, you know, OPEC, if you will, as it relates to critical minerals
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and that important supply chain. These are countries that have
terrible environmental standards, terrible labor standards, or do
you think the U.S. should be the global leaders in critical mineral
mining and production?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. I believe that’s the President’s position, and
I do support and appreciate that he has prioritized that for me and
other appointees, and, should I be confirmed, I commit to you I’ll
continue to work on this issue.

Senator DAINES. Thank you, appreciate that.

In the time I have left I want to talk about what President Biden
has done where he issued a proclamation calling for increased utili-
zation of the Wilderness Act. Ms. Daniel-Davis, he did this at a
time when -catastrophic wildfires were threatening populations
across the West. He did this under the guise of the 30 by 30 initia-
tive. I'm advocating we refocus this initiative on pursuing healthy
landscapes not ambiguous land statutes.

Ms. Daniel-Davis, why would the Administration call for an in-
creased use of the Wilderness Act, something that is under the sole
jurisdiction of Congress, as part of the 30 by 30 initiative, and
should we expect this to be the direction of the Administration as
they pursue this initiative?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Senator, thanks so much for that question,
and I just want to, I want to pick up something that you said and
say that the healthy forests and healthy lands is my priority and
will continue to be my priority, if I'm confirmed. As far as the 30
by 30 or America the Beautiful initiative, it’s really meant to be in-
clusive, and it’s not all about federal lands. It’s about, you know,
tribal conservation interests and state and local interests, but I
really want to reiterate to you with regard to wildfires and land
and forest health. I think that’s important to prioritize. I appre-
ciate the work you did on the fire fix a few years ago. It has made
it, the BLM and Forest Service, as far as I'm told, are able to much
better prioritize, you know, appropriate treatments and manage-
ment of those lands.

Senator DAINES. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.

Senator Cortez Masto.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Congratulations to the nominees. Welcome to your family that
are both here and joining us virtually.

Let me start with Ms. Touton. Yes, we are going to start with
and talk about water in the West, because as you well know, it is
an important issue we are dealing with right now. On August 16th,
the Bureau of Reclamation released the Colorado River Basin Au-
gust projections, which, as you know, are used to set annual water
allocations for both Lake Powell and Lake Mead for next year. And
as expected, the Bureau of Reclamation declared a Tier 1 shortage
condition for Lake Mead. Under those conditions, the associated
water allocation includes cuts for the lower basin that would be im-
plemented in January 2022.

Ms. Touton, what does this shortage mean for the Western
states, and, if confirmed, how will you go about working with the
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Colorado River basin states to mitigate drought and adapt to water
reductions?

Ms. TouToN. Thank you for that question, Senator.

First, I'd like to thank your leadership in getting the Drought
Contingency Plan (DCP) enacted last Congress because that was a
tool that we were able to use that builds upon existing agreements
within the states and utilize it as soon as it is enacted to help
shore up the levels in Lake Mead and Lake Powell, and those ef-
forts and while we’ve declared our first shortage in the river, the
efforts that we’ve taken under DCP have stopped a shortage from
happening sooner. But what’s important is while we have this de-
clared shortage, the first one in the Lower Colorado River Basin,
it’s also the first shortage that Mexico is taking under our treaty.
It is something that we’ve planned for. And so, in moving forward
and how we operate within the, until 2026, we commit to working
with you and certainly commit to working with the states and all
stakeholders that are interested in the Colorado River.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you.

Just recently, if passed, the Senate’s Bipartisan Infrastructure
package would invest $8.3 billion in Western water infrastructure,
including $450 million that I was able to include to create large-
scale water recycling facilities, plus $300 million to implement the
Drought Contingency Plan. Can you talk a little bit about how the
BOR is utilizing these existing drought authorities and how you
will utilize these funds in the future?

Ms. TouToN. Thank you for this Committee’s support of, be it the
Bureau of Reclamation as part of that infrastructure plan. The
$450 million in large-scale water recycling is a tool that helps us
to build resiliency because every drop of water that we can con-
serve or reuse is a drop of water that we can keep behind our res-
ervoirs, especially the $300 million in drought contingency plan-
ning and us being able to partner with the states to take on more
conservation efforts and more programs where we can help to shore
up these critical levels at Lake Mead and Lake Powell. And, if con-
firmed, I commit to working with you and all members of this Con-
gress to ensure that those provisions and all of the provisions in
the infrastructure bill.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you.

The Administration recently launched an Interagency Drought
Relief Working Group. Can you share with the Committee the
near-term actions that the working group plans to take?

Ms. ToutoN. Thank you. The Drought Interagency Working
Group is chaired by the Department of Interior and the United
States Department of Agriculture. And it’s important because it
brings our resources, both financially and technical, to target spe-
cific areas. A good example of that this year is us, the Bureau of
Reclamation, bringing our resources to the Klamath project, being
coupled with the resources of the Department of Agriculture. And
so it’s just a good form and opportunity where we can really target
areas that need assistance and bring the full weight of the Federal
Government behind that.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you.

And then, Ms. Daniel-Davis, thank you for taking the time to
speak with me over the phone. In recent years, the BLM has spent
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an inordinate amount of time and resources offering vast acreages
for oil and gas development on lands where the oil and gas indus-
try does not really have any development interest and on lands
that have little to no potential for development. Making these lands
available for leasing only fuels the speculation industry, and it
really wastes BLM resources while locking up the land from being
managed for other purposes, like wildlife habitat preservation, out-
door recreation, or grazing. So I introduced the End Speculative Oil
and Gas Leasing Act that would prohibit BLM from offering leases
on lands determined to have low-or-no drilling potential. Do you
think Interior should reevaluate the policy when it comes to allow-
ing these low-potential lands to be utilized and available for oil and
gas leasing?

Ms. DANIEL-DAvVIS. Thank you so much for that question, Sen-
ator, and I'm familiar with your bill, and I appreciate the points
you're raising and I do agree. I think that having lands that have
a low potential available through the leasing program does lead to
speculation. I think it is burdensome for BLM employees in terms
of the review that’s required. One other important issue I would
raise is that we see in studies from the GAO that these too are
lands that are not typically timely produced and such.

So your, the return to the taxpayer that might otherwise be
available as lands go into production and revenue is produced
that’s then shared with states, as you know, for some conservation
programs, you don’t get there. And I think that’s really important
as well because that’s, sort of, one of the signal priorities for the
Administration is to be sure that this oil and gas leasing program
provides a fair return to the taxpayer. I think that’s lacking too,
and I appreciate and I think you’re on the completely right track
on this issue.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you. I know my time is up. I will
submit the rest of my questions for the record for the nominees.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.

Senator Hyde-Smith.

Senator HYDE-SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you
to our witnesses willing to testify and participate in this process
today, and if you are confirmed, your energy, going forward, is cer-
tainly appreciated and admired.

My question will be for Mrs. Daniel-Davis. As we have already
discussed and most of us aware of, federal onshore and offshore oil
and gas leasing has been under attack from the Biden Administra-
tion moratoriums. For offshore leasing there is still more to be done
in order to fully comply with the Outer Continental Shelf Lands
Act and to ensure that the five-year plan is completed before a
quickly approaching deadline that we have discussed. The Gulf of
Mexico is vital to our nation’s energy security by providing approxi-
mately 20 percent of America’s oil and natural gas production.
Given the detrimental impact that pausing offshore oil and gas
leasing has for Gulf Coast states, such as Mississippi and the na-
tion, how do you view the Gulf of Mexico in terms of American oil
and gas production now and in the future?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Thank you so much, Senator, for that ques-
tion.
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And I do want to note and as you know that leasing has moved
forward with the next Gulf lease sale, and what we have also seen
is that, with regard to activity in the Gulf, that production has con-
tinued at historic levels, you know, sometimes higher, sometimes
lower than we saw in the previous Administration, and I think it
is certainly accurate that the Gulf of Mexico oil and gas activity is,
sort of, the focus of offshore activity in America, and I think Ill,
sort of, refer to what the Secretary said one of the times or maybe
more than one of the times she appeared here that oil and gas is
going to remain a part of our economy for some time.

Senator HYDE-SMITH. Thank you.

While serving as Chief of Policy and Advocacy at the National
Wildlife Federation you stated, “The wildly popular Land and
Water Conservation Fund is America’s most successful and effec-
tive tool for keeping nature and wildlife within reach for millions
of Americans.” As I am sure you are aware of, the primary source
of revenue for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is
from federal oil and gas leases on the Outer Continental Shelf. If
confirmed, how do you intend to ensure continued funding for im-
portant conservation efforts like LWCF when moratoriums restrict
energy production and correlating royalty payments to the Federal
Government?

Ms. DANIEL-DAviS. Thank you, Senator, and I stand by those
words and really, and the importance of the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund and, you know, making wildlife and special places
available for our kids and grandkids. We have resumed leasing and
you know, permitting and production has stayed of pace. So I'm not
aware of any impacts to revenue with regard to those programs or,
of course, you know, revenue that goes to the states. I know those
programs and, you know, with leasing having resumed and produc-
tion ongoing, I think we’re positioned well to support those pro-
grams.

Senator HYDE-SMITH. And my third question, as my time is
dwindling. Congress enacted the Outer Continental Shelf Land Act
primarily to facilitate the Federal Government’s leasing of its off-
shore mineral resources and energy resources. In this law, Con-
gress stated expressly that offshore resources should be made
available for expeditious and orderly development. What assur-
ances will you give us that the Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage-
ment will not impose burdensome stipulations that make new
leases economically unfeasible and therefore, effectively unavail-
able for development contrary to clear Congressional intent?

Ms. DANIEL-DAvIS. Thank you much, very much, Senator. And I
think what I would say is that, you know, what my management
approach is to be always be sure that the actions that I'm taking
and that bureaus are taking but I might be overseeing are in com-
pliance with the law—as you know, has a very complex set of fac-
tors that get taken into account, and they, sort of, point you toward
consideration of a lot of different equities, you know, including, you
know, development appropriateness, you know, where the resource
is, consideration of, you know, marine wildlife, marine habitat,
community engagement. So I, what I like to think of, when I think
of that program is that to be sure that in the conversations that
I'm having with the Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management and
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with the Bureau of Safety, Environmental Enforcement on the per-
mitting side, that they are taking all of that into consideration and
following the law. And I, my sense is that that’s very much where
those bureaus are every day, moving forward with implementing
the law.

Senator HYDE-SMITH. Thank you for that.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Madam Chairman.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO [presiding]. Thank you.

Senator Cantwell is recognized.

Senator CANTWELL. Thank you, Madam Chair.

And again, congratulations to all the nominees. Ms. Touton,
thank you for your hard work on the Yakima Basin Integrated
Plan and for understanding a holistic approach to water issues. Ob-
viously, these past few years have gotten everybody focused on the
fact that we have a warmer but wetter environment. For us that
means less snow pack and that means, even for us in a state that
is 70 percent reliant on hydropower, that you have to do something
else. If it is not going to be stored on top of the mountains, where
is it going to be stored? So aquifers, I believe, are one of the things
that could help us. Senator Risch and I created a program in the
bipartisan infrastructure bill that would allow the Bureau of Rec-
lamation to help states manage aquifers through aquifer recharge
and developing alternative water sources.

Can you talk about what you think that might do for the West?
Are you supportive of this language, and what do you think
aquifers can really do in helping us with this changing environ-
ment?

Ms. TouTON. Good morning, Senator. It’s good to see you again.

I learned from you that it’s important to look at water storage,
both at the surface, but also at groundwater storage. And one of
the things that we looked at, that we completed just this summer
was EL 47.5 (East Low Canal 47.5) which is an important pump
station for the Odessa Sub Aquifer Partnership we have with
Washington State Ecology to bring more resiliency to that system
and less reliability and management of, less reliability on ground-
water, but a co-management of groundwater and surface water.
And so thank you for your support in those provisions in the bipar-
tisan infrastructure framework. Washington State has been the
model in being able to use groundwater and surface water.

And, should I be confirmed, I look forward to working with you
to enact that.

Senator CANTWELL. So I take it you support the aquifer provi-
sions.

Ms. TOUTON. Yes, Senator.

Senator CANTWELL. I mean, to me this seems like a layout. This
seems like it, but again, for a state with a lot of snowpack and a
hydroelectric system. So we are very keen on what we can do, too,
on those resources. Do you think that these kinds of programs hold
value for other states as a very cost-effective, simple way to help
us with, again, what the scientists are saying are warmer and wet-
ter conditions?

Ms. ToUuTON. I certainly think that other states could utilize this
authority to be able to manage their water resources.
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Senator CANTWELL. Okay. And what do you think that we need
to do on the holistic front to stimulate more of what was so amaz-
ing on the Yakima Basin? These are people that literally chose not
to go the legal route and fight each other for decades but instead
chose, even though they were at varying viewpoints and oftentimes
in conflict with each other, chose to work together, collaboratively,
and came up with a more holistic approach. What else do we need
to be doing to encourage that holistic approach?

Ms. TouTON. The Yakima Basin Integrated Plan is the model for
the West. It balances the needs of agriculture along with the res-
toration of the largest salmon run in the continental United States
and values the cultural significance of the Yakima Nation. And so,
moving forward we need to be able to support these types of activi-
ties that look at agriculture, that look at ecosystems, that look at
cultural resources and move those forward. That is a provision that
you worked on, that was worked on in the House with Congress-
man Newhouse. And so, if confirmed, I look forward to working
with you in implementing that, but also, that type of model across
the West.

Senator CANTWELL. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN [presiding]. Thank you, Senator.

And now we have Senator Marshall.

Se}Illator MARSHALL. Okay, thank you. Thank you, Chairman, so
much.

My first question is for Ms. Bronin. The Chisholm Trail started
in 1885. It originated in the Red River Station in San Antonio,
Texas. It weaved through Texas and Oklahoma and through some
famous cattle cities in Kansas, including Dodge and Wellington and
Wichita and Ellsworth, and then it ended at a railroad head in Abi-
lene, Kansas, the home of our 34th President, Dwight David Eisen-
hower. Additionally, not one but two films staring John Wayne
were made about the Chisholm Trail. And it would be my humble
opinion that any trail which John Wayne made two movies about
deserves to be on the National Historic Trail. We just wondered if
you would help us support that project?

Ms. BRONIN. Senator, that sounds like a very fun activity to be
doing as Chair of the Advisory Council, and certainly my son and
husband, who love these kinds of movies who are here today with
me, would agree that it would be something that I'd be happy to
work with your office to consider putting on that list and I appre-
ciate the question.

Senator MARSHALL. Well, that is great. A 1948 movie and a 1970
movie by the Duke has to be on everyone’s watchlist. So I hope you
enjoy them.

[Laughter.]

Senator MARSHALL. My next question for Ms. Daniel-Davis. I am
looking for a simple yes or no here. Do you agree that public serv-
ice is a public trust?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Yes, Senator.

Senator MARSHALL. I am glad you agree. It is important for the
public to be able to trust their appointed officials in government
and looking out for the public interest. When appointees work on
issues that they have advocated for on behalf of private groups in
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the past, it erodes the public confidence that appointees can sepa-
rate themselves from their previous work. A recent E&E (Environ-
ment & Energy Publishing) news article discussed BLM’s Deputy
Director of Policy concern about an IG investigation to whether po-
litical appointee at DOI has violated ethic laws while working on
issues pertaining to Alaska, raised my concerns on these important
ethical requirements are being ignored and not taken as serious as
they should be.

Ms. Daniel-Davis, have you ever sought or plan to seek a waiver
or impartiality determination pertaining to your former employer?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Thank you, Senator, for that question, and I
have been guided every step of the way since I rejoined the Depart-
ment in January by our ethics official. I am formally recused from
my interactions with the National Wildlife Federation, and, more-
over, I just want to be sure that you know and that everyone
knows that the Secretary has made it very clear to all of us, her
expectations that we will be regularly engaged with the ethics law-
yers and follow their advice carefully.

Senator MARSHALL. And then, as a supervisor, is it your respon-
sibility to ensure that employees under you understand to take eth-
ics requirements seriously?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Yes, sir.

Senator MARSHALL. Okay.

I want to talk about energy policy for a second. In listening to
some of your answers to Ranking Member Barrasso about, you
know, the goals of energy policy. And if I paraphrase, I thought I
heard you say that you think energy, American energy independ-
ence is a good thing. If we look at where we are right now in Amer-
ica, that we are importing more oil from Russia than Alaska, that
we are asking OPEC to make more oil, that the price of gasoline
is up, I do not know, 40 percent, I would suppose, since this Ad-
ministration took over. Would you think that—what from the poli-
cies, White House policies, has driven those results?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. I think I'm probably most comfortable talking
about the Department of the Interior and what we’re doing there
and of course, the President did ask us to undertake a comprehen-
sive review of the oil and gas leasing system, be sure that it was
providing a fair return to the taxpayer and that also it was ac-
counting for climate cost. I think it’s really important that we un-
dertake that review, the program. There have been a lot of reviews
over the years, independent reviews from the GAO, from our own
IG that suggest that the program could use some modernization
both on the physical terms and in how it undertakes environmental
reviews. And that’s really what we’re focused on, and I think it, I
would hope and imagine, that any type of modernization would im-
prove the program and its engagement with:

Senator MARSHALL. Okay. One more quick question in my time
left here. When we compare mining minerals in the United States
versus China, apples and apples as best you can, is there a dif-
ference in the environmental impact the way China mines minerals
versus the standards and the environmental impact of mining min-
erals in the United States?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. So I think the President’s charged us to de-
velop critical minerals in a responsible fashion that takes into ac-
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count the environment, the laws, community input, and that is
what we are seeking to do.

Senator MARSHALL. Thank you, Chairman. I yield back.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.

Now we have Senator Hickenlooper.

Senator HICKENLOOPER. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

I first want to thank everybody for your public service and your
willingness to go through, not just this hearing, but to dedicate
your lives and the next few years to public good.

Ms. Touton, I wanted to just first start and say that I have two
letters that I would like to submit to the Congressional Record.
Both are in support of you for Commissioner of Reclamation. The
first comes from the Southern Ute Indian Tribe in Colorado, the
second from the Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy Dis-
trict. Both speak incredibly highly of the public service work that
Ms. Touton has done, her mastery of complex Western water issues
that defy any rules of complexity, and her unique ability to work
with diverse parties toward productive solutions. And she has a
long record of success. My staff has shared electronic versions with
the Committee, and I certainly hope Committee members get a
chance to look at these, and I appreciate your including these in
the record.

[Letters of support for Ms. Touton follow:]
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July 20, 2021
Hon. Joe Manchin Hon. John Barrasso
Chairman Ranking Member
Energy and Natural Resources Committee Energy and Natural Resources Committee
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso:

The Southern Ute Indian Tribe (“Tribe”) is writing to express strong support for Camille Calimlim Touton’s
nomination to be Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation (“Bureau”). Ms. Touton has long served as
a professional staff member of the House Committee on Natural Resources and has worked with Indian
tribes and other stakeholders on many matters, including the congressional ratification of Indian water rights
settlements. An understanding of tribal water matters and experience working with tribes is critically
important to leading the Bureau successfully through upcoming milestones such as the negotiation of the
2026 Operating Guidelines for the Colorado River, and a potential first-ever Colorado River water shortage.

Situated as the Tribe is in far southwestern Colorado, we continue to be actively engaged in Colorado River
water issues. We must be. To our people, water has always been the provider; water is life, with no fewer
than seven rivers flowing through our Reservation. Our tribal farmers rely on irrigation water. To help
protect our water rights and to highlight the importance of tribal water in Colorado River Basin planning,
we are a member of the Colorado River Ten Tribes Partnership, among other partnerships and forums.
Together, the member tribes of the Ten Tribes Partnership have reserved rights to divert nearly 2.8 million
acre-feet per year of water from the Colorado River and its tributaries.

There are twenty-six federally recognized tribes in the Colorado River Basin. A successful Commissioner
must recognize and understand the role tribal water plays, and will continue to play, in the Colorado River
Basin over the coming decades. To uphold the federal trust responsibility, and to ensure that key factors are
considered, the Commissioner will need to ensure that tribes are actively involved in the Bureau’s decision-
making process.

Because the Tribe is confident Ms. Touton has the necessary knowledge and years of experience working

with tribes, we can endorse her nomination without qualification and encourage the Senate to swiftly
confirm her as Commissioner.

Sincerely,

Melvin J. Bakﬁ

Chairman
Southern Ute Indian Tribe

P.O.Box 737 ¢ IGNACIO, CO 81137 ¢ PHONE: 970-563-0100
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SOUTHEASTERN COLORADO

w==% Water Conservancy District

“Your investment in water”

Honorable Joe Manchin, Chair

Honorable John Barrasso, Ranking Member
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senators Manchin and Barrasso,

As the President of a Colorado water conservancy district with a long and sturdy working relationship
with the Bureau of Reclamation, | am honored to offer our support for the nomination of Camille
Camlimlum Touton for Commissioner of Reclamation.

Our District has worked with Camille in her various public service positions. She is an intelligent,
practical and personable individual who works to resolve complex water issues in a manner which
benefits all stakeholders. She has an on-the-ground approach to public service, working directly with all
interested and affected parties and knowing the projects which manage and deliver finite water
resources for multiple purposes. Camille understands completely the absolute necessity of an abundant
and clean water supply.

The Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District strongly encourages confirmation of Camille to
lead the Bureau of Reclamation.

Sincerely,
Bill Long
President

31717 UNITED AVENUE ¢ PUEBLO, CO 81001 ¢ PHONE (719) 948-2400 ¢ FAX (719) 948-0036
web site: www.secwced.org
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Senator HICKENLOOPER. Ms. Daniel-Davis, last week we saw the
BLM’s long-awaited announcement on its headquarters, and the
announcement of a second, regional headquarters out West. I think
this helps ensure that Westerners are going to have a direct say
in how the Federal Government oversees much of that Western
land. But I think it is important that leadership be out there and
reside in that Western headquarters. So I wanted to ask you
whether you could just speak for a moment. I realize that the ap-
propriators are going to have a large role in this, but can you speak
to the value you see for the Western states, the country, and for
BLM in having some senior BLM leadership located out in Grand
Junction, Colorado?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Senator, thanks so much for asking that
question, and I really appreciated your engagement and input in
the conversations we've had on this issue, and I think, as you
know, the Secretary has asked us to prioritize both the
functionality of BLM, which was really impacted by a reorganiza-
tion that led to literally hundreds of personnel departing the agen-
cy and the promises of job creation in Grand Junction were not re-
alized. So I think in our analysis and our process where we talked
to a lot of employees, we talked to many, many stakeholders, in-
cluding in Grand Junction. I heard the Secretary was there with
you on a visit, and we undertook formal tribal consultation. I think
we were trying to understand how we could best help the Bureau
to be successful. We ask it to do an awful lot.

As far as the Western headquarters in Grand Junction, I think
we agree that we want it to be a robust presence there. That’s very
important. We want it to grow and agree that we should have sen-
ior BLM leaders there. As you point out, we have yet to progress
but hope to start soon the formal reprogramming process with the
appropriators. I hope that we’ll stay engaged with you and the rest
of the delegation in talking about this, but I think we’re in agree-
ment about what that—we want it to be a robust Western head-
quarters while at the same time feeling that it’s important that
BLM have its key leadership also in Washington along with the
rest of the other land agencies.

Senator HICKENLOOPER. Absolutely. The Secretary is now leg-
endary in Colorado because when she came to visit, she not only
showed up in advance in very small towns, but she stayed, and
that was noticed and reported all over the state. I do not think we
have seen a Cabinet Secretary go out into the community in the
same way that she did and really listen to people. So very impres-
sive.

I will finish with this. I think it is a value, not just to Colorado
but to all the Western states, to have a Deputy Director there. I
know at one point there was some discussion about a third Deputy
Director being created and looking at things like conservation, land
management, and the relationship with the tribes as a possibility.

Now just quickly, Ms. Bronin, I could not help but note that you
are an Advisor to the National Trust for Historic Preservation. A
little known fact in my previous life is that I took historic buildings
and turned them into brew pubs. And in, I think it was 1997, I got
the national award of honor from the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. I saw that you were an advisor to that, and I just
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wanted to ask you a question as to the role of historic preservation
in economic development. You only have about 10 seconds, so we
will give you an extra 10 seconds, if the Chair will allow you to run
over just a little bit.

Ms. BRONIN. Thank you, Senator. And yes, I'm familiar. It’s not
a little-known fact with the way that you transformed downtown
Denver through your conversions and including, I believe, the use
of the federal historic preservation tax credit

Senator HICKENLOOPER. Absolutely.

Ms. BRONIN [continuing]. In your projects.

Preservation has a significant role in economic development. You
see that through the tax credit and, as I mentioned in my opening
remarks, $173 billion in private development. You see that in the
jobs that have been created. You see that, again, just looking at the
federal tax credit alone, not even counting state tax credits, the
creation of 172,000 units of low-income and moderate, affordable
housing. So besides the rehabilitation jobs, besides the jobs that
your projects and others around the country have created, we see
heritage tourism being a tremendous force already, one that is in-
creasingly jeopardized by disaster response issues that I'm happy
to talk about maybe later. But this is something that we need to
protect. It’'s something that our laws need to protect, and it’s some-
thing that, as Chair of the Advisory Council, I hope to ensure that
we’re looking at from all angles to ensure that private investment
continues.

Senator HICKENLOOPER. Thank you. Thank you very much. I
yield back.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.

And now we have Senator Lee.

Senator LEE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Ms. Daniel-Davis, I'd like to start with you, if that is alright. I
am looking forward to seeing the results of your review of the oil
and gas leasing program. One of the things that I am concerned
about is, I want to make sure that certain actions are not under-
taken that could end up inhibiting bidding to a degree that would
essentially amount to a de facto ban. Would you agree that that
sort of thing can happen if you increase burdens on the program
sufficiently, you could end up with a de facto ban? For example, if
developers do not have adequate time to develop under the terms
or if you add enough reviews to slow down the process even fur-
ther, if you raise royalty rates above market, at some point you
could see these factors combining enough to the point you would
have a de facto ban, couldn’t you?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Senator, I'm always hesitant to comment on
market factors. I think what I would say is that I think that the
process of review as—with oil and gas leasing is important, you
know, and for the onshore program, you know, you have a program
where royalty rates haven’t been raised in 100 years. So, you know,
those kinds of fiscal underpinnings which have been looked at care-
fully by the GAO and our own IG, are things that we are looking
at.

Senator LEE. Yes, I understand that, and I appreciate that, and
I appreciate your commitment to doing it and to being thorough,
and I understand that you cannot forecast now what the conclu-
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sions are going to be. I am just asking a more theoretical question,
at some point you could add to the regulatory obligations attending
it to the point that you could end up really chilling activity or even
thwarting it. In theory, if somebody raised the royalty rates high
enough to make it not economical, for example.

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Yes, I think, I mean, the main thing that I'm
concerned about is that we are providing a fair return to taxpayers
for the use of what’s a shared, public resource. So I think if we're
fair and balanced in our approach and what we’re looking at and
include conclusions we reach, I don’t, I know that state royalty
rates are significantly higher. So I think if we’re careful and fair
in our analysis and conclusions we draw, I'd expect that activity
will continue.

Senator LEE. Okay, so in that case you can commit that federal
leasing and development will continue and that changes to the pro-
gram will not be put in place to make it uneconomical to continue.

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. I think, as you know, we talked about we're
still in the process of review, and we are, again, we’re looking at
a lot of different aspects of the program from, you know, the fiscal
aspects to transparency issues to compliance with environmental
laws and accounting for climate impacts. And we are in the middle
of that review. We hope to complete it very soon.

Senator LEE. But you are willing to commit that you are not
going to deliberately make it uneconomical by virtue of regulatory
restrictions?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. I think that that’s not the purpose of our
process at all, no.

Senator LEE. Now, in conducting the review of the oil and gas
leasing program, has the Department assessed or will it assess
what potential changes to fuel prices that new regulations might
bring about? And, if so, can you talk to us about what your findings
were on that?

Ms. DANIEL-DAvVIS. Yes, thank you, Senator. And I, you know,
again, I’'m not, you know, really in a position to talk about findings
or conclusions. We've tried to undertake a really comprehensive re-
view, have talked directly to industry, many, many other stake-
holders, tribal consultation, you know, state, state officials and,
again, are trying to, you know, complete a comprehensive review
that takes into account, you know, all of the factors associated with
the program, many of which you've just mentioned.

Senator LEE. Okay and that is great that you are willing to con-
sider them. Again, consistent with my earlier questions that dealt
specifically with the need to not add regulations, I would hope that
that would be a factor you'd take into account. If the cumulative
burden of the regulatory obligations that are placed on there by the
government, taking into account fluctuations in fuel prices, I hope
those things could be taken into account and that you’d be willing
to share your findings on that when you do get to a conclusion.

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Senator, if we do undertake a regulatory
process, that kind of analysis is going to be very, very important.

Senator LEE. And then, finally, will comments submitted to the
Department of the Interior on the Department’s review of the oil
and gas program ever be made public? And if so, when?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Thanks for that follow up.
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And our intention, again when the process is complete and the
report is made public, we do intend to make comments public that
we've received, yes.

Senator LEE. Great. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.

And now we have Senator Kelly.

Senator KELLY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

This first question is for Ms. Touton. It is good to be speaking
with you again. As you stated in your testimony, the Interior De-
partment recently announced its first ever drought restrictions on
the Colorado River. These cutbacks hit Arizona the hardest. We ex-
pected that. Beginning next year, Arizona will lose 18 percent of
our Colorado River water supply, and we get 40 percent of our
water from the Colorado River. So fortunately, Arizona is prepared
for these initial cutbacks under the Drought Contingency Plan that
Congress authorized in 2019. DCP funds drought mitigation
projects that help states absorb these Tier 1 shortages, and last
month we passed, in the Senate, the bipartisan infrastructure bill.
It fully funds the DCP and provides another $8 billion to repair our
aging Western water infrastructure. It also promotes water recy-
cling and water storage projects as well as desalination. We worked
very hard to get that funding included.

So, if confirmed, how quickly do you feel that Reclamation can
get this assistance out to Arizona?

Ms. TouTON. Good morning, Senator.

First, as an engineer, it’s amazing to be represented as someone
with a technical background, like yourself, though my projects are
stationary and yours are literally out of this world. Regarding how
quickly we can get that assistance out. First, this year, we want
to commend the State of Arizona and all of your stakeholders and
your constituents for what they’re doing, recognizing what next
year might look like.

So we reprogrammed roughly $100 million for assistance this
year, including an additional $20 million for DCP and $7 million
to complete the 242 half-wells in Arizona to help bring water online
as early as next year. But the bipartisan infrastructure framework
is a completely different level of investment in the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, and should it be enacted into law, Senator, I commit to
working with you, if confirmed, in moving those resources as expe-
ditiously as possible.

Senator KELLY. Well, thank you.

Lake Mead, as of this week, is at about 1,066 feet above sea
level. So it is Tier 1. If it gets down to 1,050 feet, then we wind
up in Tier 2 with further cutbacks not only affecting Arizona but
some other states as well. So this funding in the bipartisan infra-
structure bill is what we need. We have not seen a drought like
this, as you know, in centuries. We are 20 years into this now, and
it is impossible to predict what is going to happen here in the fu-
ture.

So even with help from the DCP, farmers in Central Arizona, pri-
marily in Penal County, will see cutbacks in water deliveries. Most
of these farms are the main source of feed for dairy cattle, which
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is the largest agricultural commodity in our state. What assistance
can Reclamation provide to help farmers in Central Arizona?

Ms. TouToN. Thank you for that question.

First, we have an amazing team in Phoenix in our area office
who are engaged with your constituents, specifically the Penal
County farmers on a weekly, if not daily, basis on technical assist-
ance. A part of our reprogramming was also Drought Relief Act
funding that we’ve made available that certainly those farmers can
also apply for. And finally, investments in WaterSMART that they
can also apply for which was also included in the bipartisan infra-
structure framework is another assistance. And finally, projects
like completing 242 half-wells bringing real water when it’s needed.

Senator KELLY. Most of those WaterSMART grants tend to go to
California. It would be nice to see some equity there in how they
are distributed, based on need. So hopefully, if confirmed, you can
take a close look at that because Central Arizona is, as far as Tier
1 of the Drought Contingency, Central Arizona farmers are really
feeling it the most. So thank you, and I yield back.

Ms. TouToN. Thank you, Senator.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.

Now we have Senator Lankford.

Senator LANKFORD. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you to all
of you and your families going through this process that you are
going through.

Ms. Daniel-Davis, I want to be able to just bring up a statement
on something. You will be leading the area that has oversight of
the Office of Surface Mining and Reclamation. That is important
to us in Oklahoma in a whole new way because after the McGirt
decision, which I am sure you are very familiar with, the State of
Oklahoma, the tribes all received a letter from the Office of Surface
Mining and Reclamation that surprised everyone that it came in
redefining a section of McGirt that is a criminal decision that also
moved to a regulatory issue.

Now I have engaged with the Solicitor’s Office to see what else
is coming, and they have given me assurances nothing else is com-
ing, but the key thing that I want to really be able to ask you is,
we all understand there is an ongoing conversation about McGirt,
but we do not like being caught off guard and for things just show-
ing up from the Federal Government without some consultation
with the state or with the tribes. So what I just want to be able
to make a statement back to you is in Oklahoma we hate surprises.
I am assuming that everybody is going to stick to their word on
this to say if there is a conversation about things that are con-
nected to McGirt that the tribes and the state will be kept in the
loop. Is that correct?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Senator, thank you. I, too, hate surprises. So
I hear you. And I commit that we will be in touch and not surprise
you.

Senator LANKFORD. That is great. We will just stay in contact on
that in the days ahead.

There is an interesting thing that came down actually that was
a memo that you put out March the 19th of 2021 this year from
the Department of the Interior, and it deals with how people actu-
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ally get permission to be able to do routine matters in oil and gas
development.
[The memo referred to follows:]
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, DC 20240

March 19, 2021

To: Bureau Directors (BLM, OSMRE, BSEE, BOEM)

From: Laura Daniel-Davis
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary
Land and Minerals Management

Subject: Confirmation of Matters for ASLM Review

1 appreciate your work over the last 50+ days coordinating implementation of Secretary’s Order
(S.0.) 3395, and moving forward with us to take a science-based, all of government approach to
addressing climate change, conserving 30% of America’s lands and waters by 2030, and meeting
our trust obligations to American Indian and Alaska Native tribes.

S.0. 3395, which temporarily elevated specific categories of matters for Departmental review,
will expire on March 21, 2021. To ensure a continued appropriate level of review, as of March
22, bureaus shall continue to provide the following matters to the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Land and Minerals Management (ASLM) for review prior to taking final action on
the matters or publicly announcing decisions. While we are placing special emphasis on the
following items, they do not constitute an exhaustive list of actions requiring review by ASLM.
Continue to forward, through DTS, those actions for which your bureau has routinely sought
ASLM review and surname, but you need not utilize the S.0. 3395 memo template going
forward.

Draft or Final Resource Management Plans (RMPs)

Records of Decision

Coal leasing proposals or plans

Lease sale notices

Mining operations plans

RS 2477 matters

Land sales or exchanges

National Environmental Policy Act analysis for final agency action, related to pending
litigation, and/or in high priority or high conflict areas where it may impact:
e High priority sage grouse habitat

o State, Tribal or Federally identified wildlife migration corridors

e Lands with wilderness characteristics

e Lands with special designations
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s Where there is consideration of a special management designation in a draft RMP or
RMP Amendment that has been issued

Reinstatement of terminated oil and gas leases

Extension of Applications for Permit to Drill

Lease suspensions

Applications for royalty relief

Reminder: For those matters that have been submitted in accordance with S.0. 3395, but for
which you have not received the final ASLM decision, you may not proceed without approval
from ASLM. Please also provide early notification on items that are Administration priorities,
for example, renewable energy projects or other climate related milestones, “30 by *30”
initiatives, or actions related to racial equity, environmental justice, or Covid-19, as well as early
notification on items that are of high local, state, or regional interest.
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Senator LANKFORD. There was a Secretarial Order that was put
in place, 3395, and that expired in March. It was replaced with this
memo which you signed on it basically saying that the office that
you are now being nominated for would be the office that would
have to clear all these different requests, and you gave a long list
of the different things. But then, you added this statement to it,
“This is not an exhaustive list of actions requiring review by the
ASL, Assistant Secretary Land and Minerals.”

So the question that I have is, there has been a lot of confusion
about this memo, about what it includes and what it does not in-
clude because you included a long list, but say, hey, it is not ex-
haustive on this. Now that you are moving to that position, can you
help us bring some clarity? What does this include because as I
have talked to some of the folks that do oil and gas development,
they said they were routine requests that were put in like gas
gathering lines and other things that were routine that were de-
cided down by career professionals that are now being pushed up,
and they are a lot slower to be able to get those approvals now. So
I guess this is really a twofold question. What all is going to be in-
cluded in this? Are the routine items no longer routine, they all
have to be pushed up to the Assistant Secretary’s level? Are the ca-
reer folks going to be cut out of all this decision-making? And how
long is it going to take to be able to get answers back to basic rou-
tine questions that were simple to get in the past but are no longer
simple?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Thank you so much, Senator, for the oppor-
tunity to provide some clarity to that memo.

I think, first of all, wanted to, the Secretarial Order 3395 which
provided for elevated review at the beginning of the Administra-
tion, that was really an opportunity for us, as new appointees, to
get a handle on what was happening out across the agency, across
the Department in various activities. It expired, and the memo is
actually a return, sort of, a return to consistent practice across the
Administration. And we, I just want to assure you we value our ca-
reer employees, our career partners so much we actually talked to
them about this and said—and my management philosophy is that
the more clarity you can bring to process these and sharing of your
expectations so that people know what their, how they're trying to
meet the goals of a new Administration the better, and we sought
input and asked whether a memo like this, that, you know, ac-
knowledged that with frequency across the Administration signifi-
cant matters are elevated for departmental level review, but it is
not the business of this office to be in the day-to-day permitting
business.

And I think there was some confusion during the period of the
Secretarial Order, but again, this is, the memo, it’s both consistent
with my management approach. I think it’s consistent we’re told
with, how previous Administration’s manage and make clear that,
you know, significant matters should be elevated and, again, pro-
viding the kind of clarity for people going forward in their work.

Senator LANKFORD. I would only say when I have talked to folks
in the industry, they have noticed a significant difference that they
are not getting answers back to questions anymore that used to be
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routine, that used to be fairly rapid turnaround to be predictable
in the time period. Now it is an unpredictable time period.

So I have heard before, hey, this goes back to previous, but for
folks in the industry, they are saying no, this is not functioning as
it did previously. Routine matters are not being solved routinely
anymore. And as you know well from business, you have to have
some kind of predictability. It does kill investment to just say we
will get a decision to you when we get it to you because in oil and
gas it is very dependent on capital, it is very dependent on the
price at that time period. And if you start to do development then
you do not know when you are going to get an answer, you just will
not do development on it. So an easy way to be able to cut off de-
velopment is just to cut off or make it unpredictable when you will
get an answer to a question. But it is different than what has hap-
pened in the past.

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Thank you very much for that feedback, Sen-
ator. My view from where I sit has been that permitting and things
like permitting of gathering lines has proceeded at pace, but I ap-
preciate the feedback and——

Senator LANKFORD. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Murkowski.

Senator MURKOWSKI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you all
for being here this morning.

Ms. Daniel-Davis, I want to follow on what Senator Lankford has
been asking with regards to this memo. You have indicated that
you are seeking to, basically, continue the practice across previous
Administrations and seeking to build out clarity, and you have told
Senator Lankford you appreciate his input here, and I will add to
that input in terms of, again, the lack of certainty, the delays that
come with it, just not knowing when and who, effectively, is the de-
cision-maker here. When we had Secretary Haaland before the
Committee, she made very clear, I think, to each and every one of
us on this Committee that it was going to be her practice to follow
the science. It was going to be her practice to place the trust in the
field experts that we have out there. Not that Alaska is that much
more unique than Oklahoma, but it is unique in many, many ways
when it comes to accessing our resources and some of the laws that
have overlay there.

This particular issue is very concerning to us, because it does not
appear that you are allowing for that guidance from the field to be
adhered to. You are not allowing the science to be adhered to. You
are basically pulling everything back to Washington, DC for a polit-
ical review. And whether it is with regards to the action in the
NPRA, what we saw with the public land orders. You know how
intense many of us feel about that decision—the oil and gas pro-
gram leasing in the 1002 area. So I am not certain that your re-
sponse to Senator Lankford has provided any more clarity to me
about what you really mean this process to be because the direction
that you seem to be taking, that the Administration seems to be
taking, is that we are going to pull things back to Washington, DC
and if it takes longer, it takes longer. And if those that are seeking
to invest the capital look at this and say, this is not worth the in-
vestment, it is, kind of, a well, that is too bad, type of an approach.
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Tell?me why I should feel differently about my perspective right
now?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Thank you so much, Senator, for the ques-
tion. It’s nice to see you again.

I think that, generally, we do, we are committed to following
those lines. We're committed to following the law. Specific to the
permitting issues that have been raised, I'm not aware of any ongo-
ing permitting delays. So I just, I want to be clear about that in
terms of the work that is done at the state level and the work that
those offices do.

Senator MURKOWSKI. If we can, I am sure we would be happy to
provide some examples, and Senator Lankford, I am sure you can
probably provide some from Oklahoma as well. Again, there is a
concern that it used to be that you could count on your Alaska
BLM folks. You could go to them, walk it through, and get an an-
swer back. We are not seeing that anymore. So I do not know
where that has gone to, but it certainly is not in place right now.

Let me move on because I do have a whole host of different
issues. I have to bring up the Willow Project because, as you know,
this is probably the singular most important development project
in the State of Alaska right now and going forward. We do appre-
ciate the Secretary and the Department and their efforts to defend
the Willow permitting process that has been conducted. We are
working through next steps with regard to the court decision on the
litigation. But I just want you to commit to me that you intend to
prioritize these processes and keep them on a reasonable and a
predictable schedule.

Ms. DANIEL-DAvVIS. Thank you, Senator. I know how important
this project is to you, and we intend to work closely with the BLM
Alaska office who is looking at the ruling and moving forward with
next steps in a timely manner.

Senator MURKOWSKI. Well, know that this is not just important
to me, but it is important to the entire state.

Ms. DANIEL-DAvVIS. Understood.

Senator MURKOWSKI. During our meeting a couple months ago
now, I raised my frustration, and I think you sensed not only frus-
tration but real anger about some of the reports that I had received
regarding virtual consultations held by BLM with some of our na-
tive tribes and corporations to discuss the potential revocations or
modifications of our public land orders. I raised these concerns
about these tribal consultations because we had learned that there
were uninvited environmental organizations that were listening in
on these consultations, including a former employee of one of the
BLM npolitical officials that was leading the consultation. You indi-
cated that you agreed that this was absolutely inappropriate, you
would find out what was going on, and you would report back to
us. So this is now your opportunity to report back to us. What did
you do when you got back to the Department and raised this, and
how can you assure me that, really, you are going to take tribal
consultation as seriously as it needs to be taken if you are con-
firmed?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Thank you, Senator. And I appreciated your
raising that issue to me because as I said to you at the time and
I'll reiterate here, it is inconsistent with appropriate formal con-
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sultation practice to have anyone, other than tribal leaders or trib-
al member that the leader has asked to appear or, you know, as
you know, sometimes, you know, sort of, a consultant or a lawyer
may appear, but again, as asked to by the tribal leader. So I did
go back and ask and understood that it may be have been that the
folks managing the consultation weren’t aware in a timely manner
of, sort of, unauthorized people on the phone.

Senator MURKOWSKI. Do you find that acceptable?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. I don’t. And what we did is we have reminded
everyone of the ground rules for formal consultation, and we have
also reminded people that it, sort of, is imperative to police such
things and that they have the ability and should exercise it to
dump people off the call. I guess I'll say it that way. And we have
had to, you know, talk about this across the Department because,
as you know, you know, every program is engaging in formal tribal
consultation. So I appreciate, again, your bringing it to our atten-
tion. It’s allowed us, in this remote environment, to make what we
think and hope are improvements to the consultation process. We
do take it very seriously.

Senator MURKOWSKI. Well, you should take it seriously. I found
it shocking, just really shocking and disturbing, and it just sends
a message, unfortunately, that the consultation is not being han-
dled in a manner that most of us would expect.

Mr. Chairman, I have several more questions. My time has ex-
pired. So I will submit these for the record.

But Ms. Daniel-Davis, you had indicated, in response to a pre-
vious Senator here that this oil and gas report that we have been
waiting and waiting and waiting for was going to be in early sum-
mer. Secretary Haaland testified before the Committee that it is
being finalized internally, and we are going to be seeing it very
soon. I am told that in your response to yet another inquiry today,
you say it is going to be out here soon. I have given up asking on
this because it is almost laughable at this point in time in terms
of what the answers are. I am assuming you still do not have any-
thing more definitive that you can give in terms of an actual date
that we can look forward to?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. So thanks for the opportunity to talk about
where we are in the process. And as I said previously, a report like
this that occurs at the direction of an Executive Order of the Presi-
dent, does—is reviewed by the interagency and White House proc-
ess and that’s appropriate and expected, and we are working our
way through that and, you know, incorporating additional informa-
tion as it comes forward. And I don’t have a hard date for you as
far as release.

Senator MURKOWSKI. Sounds like it is taking even longer than
the Secretary had thought earlier this summer.

Mr. Chairman, my time is expired. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.

Senator Hoeven.

Senator HOEVEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate it.

Ms. Daniel-Davis, you were involved with the implementation of
the leasing moratorium, is that correct?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Senator, I was guided by the Executive Order
from the President. We did pause leasing for a period of time, yes.
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Senator HOEVEN. Do you agree with the Biden Administration’s
call on OPEC plus, including Saudi Arabia and Russia, to increase
their production to stabilize energy prices? So do you agree with
the Biden Administration’s approach that we should not produce oil
and gas in this country where we have better environmental stand-
ards and instead ask Russia and Saudi Arabia to increase their
production where they have worse environmental standards so that
we can rely on them instead of produce it here at home? Do you
agree with that approach? Is that the right energy approach for
this country?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. So I don’t really feel confident in the foreign
affairs space, but I can say that we have moved forward with leas-
ing both onshore and offshore.

Senator HOEVEN. Pardon me?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. We're moving forward with leasing onshore
and offshore.

Senator HOEVEN. Because the court ordered you to.

Ms. DANIEL-DAvVIS. That’s correct.

Senator HOEVEN. My question was do you agree with an ap-
proach where we force energy development offshore to our adver-
saries and become dependent on them? Do you think that is a good
approach for our energy policies and places where there are worse
environmental standards?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. So I think the President’s view is that there’s
a global energy market and a global climate crisis, and he has
measures that he’s taking and undertaking to address both of
those. And again, foreign affairs is not really my space. So I can
tell you that I'm comfortable with the path we’re taking in moving
forward with responsible oil and gas leasing that takes into account
environmental concerns and requirements.

Senator HOEVEN. I am sorry. I did not mean to interrupt.

Ms. DANIEL-DAvIS. Not at all.

Senator HOEVEN. So your approach is that the solution to the
greenhouse gas emissions and environmental standards is to force
energy production out of this country to countries with worse envi-
ronmental standards, and you think that is the right approach?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. So we've looked actually carefully at the num-
bers, and production has continued to pace, that is, at the same
level, sometimes even higher than the previous Administration,
and permitting has continued at the same level as well. So the oil
and gas leasing program on federal lands is ongoing.

Senator HOEVEN. So it is your contention that if you put a mora-
torium to prevent more development just as much energy will be
developed? That is what you are saying?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. I'm saying that there’s not a pause or a mora-
torium. And while I'm aware that production has continued at an
even, consistent level across the board

Senator HOEVEN. In spite of your efforts, in spite of the Adminis-
tration’s efforts to curtail it, is what you are saying?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS [continuing]. So production was actually not
part of the leasing program, and it was never ongoing. Permits con-
tinued to be processed. And indeed, we’ve processed over 4,000 this
fiscal year, and there are 9,000 available for use. So we have con-
tinued to pace with the program.




78

Senator HOEVEN. So it is your contention that you continued the
moratorium that would not reduce energy production in this coun-
try?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. I'm not really comfortable speculating about
something that hasn’t happened and may not happen, so I'd rather
not go there. I just want to reiterate——

Senator HOEVEN. So you are—I am sorry.

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. No, no, sir.

Senator HOEVEN. So you are completely comfortable with the ap-
proach we have just discussed?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. I may be a little bit lost in the approach. The
approach with continuing leasing and production staying on pace?

Senator HOEVEN. Curtailing energy production here, forcing it to
countries, our adversaries, where they have lower environmental
standards and then becoming dependent on them for our energy?
You are comfortable with that approach?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. So we are moving, production has continued,
and we are moving forward with leasing. And so I——

Senator HOEVEN. Again, because you were forced to by the court.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Hoeven, if I could just interrupt because
I think you were not here earlier. I had asked those questions. You
might want to reiterate. Is our production the same or greater than
it had been before the pause?

Senator HOEVEN. Well, Mr. Chairman, she answered that, but
the point is if you continue the moratorium, you are going to re-
duce production.

The CHAIRMAN. Oh.

Senator HOEVEN. But I appreciate your point.

The CHAIRMAN. Okay, I know where you are going.

Senator HOEVEN. Yes, and I did pick up her making that point.

Do you realize also, Ms. Daniel-Davis, that if somebody has pri-
vate minerals and there are federal minerals intertwined, that that
moratorium holds up that private individual’s ability to develop
their own resources as well? Are you aware of that? So you also are
affecting private individuals and their ability, you know, to utilize
their property lawfully. Are you aware of that?

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. I am familiar with the split, the state issue,
which I believe you're referencing. Yes.

Senator HOEVEN. Thank you.

Ms. Touton, we have a lot of water projects going in our state,
very important to us. I guess my question is will you work with us
on funding those projects, and will you come to our state to learn
about them and work with us?

Ms. TouToN. Good morning, Senator. It’s good to see you again.
I've enjoyed working with you and your office in the past, and, if
confirmed, I look forward to visiting your state and working with
you on these issues in the future.

Senator HOEVEN. Thank you. I appreciate you working with us
in the past, and I want to extend that invitation for you to come
see us, you know, when it works for you.

Ms. TouToN. Thank you.

Senator HOEVEN. Thank you.

Ms. Bronin, in our parks we are working on a number of things
regarding tourism, Roosevelt Library, a number of things there,
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and then also, of course, we have five reservations in our state.
And so I would like to invite you to our state as well and ask that
you would work with us, both in our, obviously with our Native
American population in North Dakota and their tribal preservation
activities as well as in our national parks in our state? So again,
would you work with us, and will you come to our state and visit
us so you can learn more about what we are doing?

Ms. BRONIN. Senator, thank you so much for the invitation, and
I look forward to working with your office and visiting. Thank you.

Senator HOEVEN. Thank you.

Ms. Daniel-Davis, I appreciate your answers. Obviously we have
a disagreement in approach, but I do appreciate your responding
to me. Thank you.

Ms. DANIEL-DAVIS. Senator, I appreciate the questions very
much. Thank you.

Senator HOEVEN. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.

I want to thank all three of our nominees and your families for
enduring this, and I think it was a very good hearing. You all did
a great job. We appreciate it very much.

Members will have until 6:00 p.m. tomorrow to submit additional
questions for the record.

And the Committee officially stands adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 12:03 p.m. the committee adjourned.]
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Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
Questions for the Record Submitted to Ms. Laura Daniel-Davis
September 21, 2021

Questions from Ranking Member Barrasso

Question 1: The Department recently agreed to comply with a court order directing it to
immediately resume federal onshore and offshore oil and gas leasing. Rather than utilize all existing
pre-lease analysis completed in anticipation of the Q1 lease sales, the Department went the route of
bureaucratic delay and chose to begin the lease sale process from its early stages. Duplicating this
pre-lease work will take months. As a result, there will be ZERO onshore lease sales in 2021.

a, Please explain the Department’s rationale for re-starting the onshore leasing proeess from
its early stages rather than utilize existing, completed pre-lease preparation.

Response: As I stated during my confirmation hearing, it is important that there is relevant, appropriate,

and thorough environmental review as part of the process as the Bureau of Land Management carries out
the onshore oil and gas leasing program. The best way to proceed and provide certainty and consistency
is by undertaking this review process.

b. The Department also has discretion in modifying federal oil and gas lease terms, including
royalty rates, when the sales are noticed. How will the Department ensure federal onshore
oil and gas leases remain competitive, both from an economic and permitting time
perspective, with state and private oil and gas leases?

Response: The goals of the Department’s comprehensive review of the cil and gas program are to meet
the President’s direction that the program provides a fair return to the taxpayer, takes climate change into
account, and that the program has appropriate regulatory oversight, among other things. Management of
the program has been the subject of both Government Accountability Office and Department of the
Interior Inspector General reports over the years. As I said at the hearing, the Administration is not
carrying out this review in order to make oil and gas leasing and development uneconomical. Both
President Biden and Secretary Haaland have recognized that oil and gas production will continue for
years into the future.

Question 2: When Senator Manchin asked you the status of the report on the review of the leasing
program you stated, “reports like this that come at the direction of an executive order do go
through an appropriate interagency and White House review process and that is where we are.”
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular No. A-19 outlines guidance on how
Executive Departments submit reports threugh the interagency process.

a. Is the Department following the guidance of OMB Circular No. A-19?

Response: I understand that OMB Circular No. A-19 addresses the coordination and clearance by the
Office of Management and Budget of federal agency recommendations on legislation and the preparation
of agency legislative programs. The comprehensive review of the oil and gas program is not such a
document, and it is being produced at the direction of an Executive Order.
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b. OMB Circular No. A-19 states that agencies circulate reports and documents “well in
advance of the desired date” of its completion and submission to any other body. Has the
report been submitted to OMB? If so, on what date was it submitted?

Response: As noted in response to the previous question, OMB Circular No. A-19 addresses the
coordination and clearance by the Office of Management and Budget of federal agency recommendations
on legislation and the preparation of agency legislative programs, The comprehensive review of the oil
and gas program is not such a document, and it is being produced at the direction of an Executive Order.

¢. Which agencies have been provided this document?

Response: The Department and the Administration are working hard to conclude the internal, deliberative
review of this report. It is our intention that the final document will reflect the robust engagement process
that we carried out in addressing the goals and priorities that the President identified in Executive Order
14008. We hope this review process will conclude soon and we will make the final report available at
that time.

d. On what date did was the document circulated?

Response: The Department and the Administration are working hard to conclude the internal, deliberative
review of this report. It is our intention that the final document will reflect the robust engagement process
that we carried out in addressing the goals and priorities that the President identified in Executive Order
14008. We hope this review process will conclude soon and we will make the final report available at that
time.

e. Have any agencies completed their review of this document? If so, which agencies and when
did they complete their review?

Response: The Department and the Administration are working hard to conclude the internal, deliberative
review of this report, It is our intention that the final document will reflect the robust engagement process
that we carried out in addressing the goals and priorities that the President identified in Executive Order
14008. We hope this review process will conclude soon and we will make the final report available at
that time.

f. What changes have been proposed by agencies that are reviewing this document?

Response: The Department and the Administration are working hard to conclude the internal, deliberative
review of this report. It is our intention that the final document will reflect the robust engagement process
that we carried out in addressing the goals and priorities that the President identified in Executive Order
14008. We hope this review process will conclude soon and we will make the final report available at
that time.
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g. Which changes have been accepted?

Response: The Department and the Administration are working hard to conclude the internal, deliberative
review of this report. It is our intention that the final document will reflect the robust engagement process
that we carried out in addressing the goals and priorities that the President identified in Executive order
14008. We hope this review process will conclude soon and we will make the final report available at
that time.

h. Do you agree with these proposed changes?

Response: The Department and the Administration are working hard to conclude the internal, deliberative
review of this report. It is our intention that the final document will reflect the robust engagement process
that we carried out in addressing the goals and priorities that the President identified in Executive order
14008. We hope this review process will conclude soon and we will make the final report available at
that time.

i. Please describe the nature of discussions with agencies that are reviewing this document.

Response: The Department and the Administration are working hard to conclude the internal, deliberative
review of this report. It is our intention that the final document will reflect the robust engagement process
that we carried out in addressing the goals and priorities that the President identified in Executive order
14008. We hope this review process will conclude soon and we will make the final report available at
that time.

j. Please provide a list of the persons from each agency who are being charged with reviewing
this document.

Response: The Department and the Administration are working hard to conclude the intemal, deliberative
review of this report. It is our intention that the final document will reflect the robust engagement process
that we carried out in addressing the goals and priorities that the President identified in Executive order
14008. We hope this review process will conclude soon and we will make the final report available at
that time.

k. Has the report been shared with any external groups?

Response: The report is not final and to my knowledge has not been shared with external groups in draft
form. The Department and the Administration are working hard to conclude the internal, deliberative
review of this report. It is our intention that the final document will reflect the robust engagement process
that we carried out in addressing the goals and priorities that the President identified in Executive order
14008. We hope this review process will conclude soon and we will make the final report available at
that time.

1. Please provide a list of all of the external groups that have seen the draft report.

Response: Please see my response to the previous question.
’a
23
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m. Please provide a list of all of the external groups or individuals that have contacted you on
your official DOI email.

Response: Since joining the Department, I have heard from and engaged with a wide variety of
stakeholders and individuals with a diverse range of views on topics before the Department. I take my
responsibility to comply with the federal laws and regulations and Departmental policies related to
conducting of government business seriously and I am committed to complying with all the appropriate
federal and Departmental recordkeeping requirements. If I am confirmed, compliance with these
requirements will continue to be important.

n. Please provide a list of all of the external groups or individuals that have contacted you on
your personal email.

Response: T understand the importance of conducting official business via official communications.
take my responsibility to comply with the federal laws and regulations and Departmental policies related
to the conduct of government business seriously, and I am committed to complying with all the
appropriate federal and Departmental recordkeeping requirements. If I am confirmed compliance with
these requirements will continue to be important.

0. Please provide a list of all of the external groups or individuals that have called you on your
official or your personal phone to discuss the report.

Response: I take my responsibility to comply with the federal laws and regulations and Departmental
policies related to conducting of government business seriously and I am committed to complying with all
the appropriate federal and Departmental recordkeeping requirements. If I am confirmed, compliance
with these requirements will continue to be important.

p. Please provide a list of all of the external groups or individuals that have sent you text
messages related to the report on your official or your personal phone.

Response: I take my responsibility to comply with the federal laws and regulations and Departmental
policies related to conducting of government business seriously and I am committed to complying with all
the appropriate federal and Departmental recordkeeping requirements. If I am confirmed, compliance
with these requirements will continue to be important.

¢q. Have you communicated with the White House about the report using an encrypted
messaging app such as Signal or Wire?

Response: Itake my responsibility to comply with the federal laws and regulations and Departmental
policies related to conducting of government business seriously and I am committed to complying with all
the appropriate federal and Departmental recordkeeping requirements, including those with White House
officials. If'Tam confirmed, compliance with these requirements will continue to be important.
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r. Have you communicated with any external groups or individuals using an encrypted
messaging app such as Signal or Wire?

Response: | take my responsibility to comply with the federal laws and regulations and Departmental
policies related to conducting of government business seriously and I am committed to complying with all
the appropriate federal and Departmental recordkeeping requirements, If T am confirmed, compliance
with these requirements will continue to be important.

s. Please provide any communications related to the report that have been sent using an
encrypted messaging app.

Response: I take my responsibility to comply with the federal laws and regulations and Departmental
policies related to conducting of government business seriously and I am committed to complying with all
the appropriate federal and Departmental recordkeeping requirements. If I am confirmed, compliance
with these requirements will continue to be important.

Question 3: Upon taking office in January, President Biden imposed a moratorium on federal oil
and gas leasing. The Department held a Virtual Forum in March, which you took part in,

to discuss the federal oil and gas leasing program. Secretary Haaland committed several times
before this Committee that the “Interim Report” and all comments submitted in connection with
the Forum would be made public by “early Summer.” Summer is over.

a. Given the ongoing litigation and court order to immediately resume leasing, has the status
and or contents of the Interim Report substantially changed?

Response: The litigation and court order have not changed the direction from the President in Executive
Order 14008. Both the Department and the Administration are working hard to conclude the review of
this report and it is our intention that the final document will reflect the robust engagement process that
we carried out in addressing the President’s goals and priorities. As I said at the hearing, I hope this
review process will conclude soon and we will make the final report available at that time.

Department staff have repeatedly indicated that the Interim Report is still not finished and refuse
to provide any details.

a. Can you provide us with a new target issue date for the interim report?

Response: As Iindicated in the previous response, the report is being reviewed and I hope that it will be
released very soon.
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Question 4: The country is grappling with high gasoline prices. In an effort to lower gasoline prices,
the Biden Administration recently asked the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries and
Russia, known as OPEC+, to increase production so that we can then import their oil. Recall that
OPEC+ attempted to cripple our shale production and economy just a year and a half ago by
engaging in a price war. These are not our friends. Following Hurricane Ida, which took much of
the Gulf’s refining capacity off line, the President released barrels of oil from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve to help keep gasoline prices low, The Administration is clearly acknowledging
and taking steps, however misguided, to meet domestic energy demand.

a. Please explain how taking American oil and gas production offline is in the economic and
national security interest of the US.

Response: While I cannot speak to the specific deliberations regarding foreign policy decisions, I know
that the Biden-Harris Administration recognizes that climate change is a global crisis requiring a global
solution involving international cooperation. It is also important to be clear that this Administration did
not take oil and gas production on federal lands and waters offline. Permitting and production has
continued at the same pace as during the previous administration, and sometimes higher. The
Department’s temporary suspension of issuing new leases while it developed its comprehensive review of
the oil and gas program ended in June with the district court’s order and the leasing program resumed.
Both the President and Secretary Haaland have said that oil and gas will remain a part of our energy
economy for some time to come.

Question 5: I pr you are supportive of President Biden’s directive to ramp up renewable
energy generation and electric vehicle usage. As you know, these technologies rely heavily on a wide
variety of minerals, including rare earth elements, lithium, cobalt, copper, etc. The United States is
heavily dependent on foreign sources of these minerals, some of which are mined with forced labor
in China, or using child labor in the Congo. We have commercial, known quantities of these
minerals here at home. Many deposits are located on federal land in the West.

a. Do you believe the Administration sheuld source raw components, including minerals for
renewable energy and electric vehicle technologies here in the US?

Response: Yes. As I stated at the hearing, the President has made clear that development of critical
mineral resources should be a priority for the United States, and I agree with him.

b. What specific steps have you taken since you joined the Department in [January] to
expedite/facilitate the permitting of critical mineral mines on federal land?

Response: I take the President’s clear direction that critical minerals development and production is a
priority for the country seriously. The Department is working with other agencies, such as the
Department of Agriculture and the Environmental Protection Agency, to identify sites where critical
minerals could be produced and processed in the United States while adhering to the highest
environmental, labor, and sustainability standards. These federal agencies will also collaborate with the
private sector, states, Tribes, and stakeholders to expand sustainable, responsible critical minerals

6
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production and processing in the United States. There are also a number of provisions in the bipartisan
infrastructure bill applicable to Departmental agencies that, if enacted, should contribute to more efficient
and effective critical minerals forecasting and production. If confirmed, I will continue to work to
achieve the President’s vision and direction for critical minerals development.

Question 6: On August 10, BLM announced that it would resume evaluating the proposed
withdrawal of public lands from mineral location and entry on 10 million acres of potential greater
sage-grouse habitat on federal land in 10 Western States. State agencies are leaders in many efforts
to maintain healthy fish and wildlife populations and to conserve at-risk species. Wyoming, with
nearly 40 percent of the greater sage-grouse population, was among the first states to adopt a
comprehensive statewide greater sage-grouse strategy. Through cooperative partnership efforts in
my state, substantial work has been invested in sage-grouse conservation.

a. Will you commit to engaging state wildlife agencies as cooperative partners in review of this
proposed withdrawal?

Response: The Department’s reinitiation of the withdrawal process in the sage grouse matter is required
by a court order issued by the U.S. District Court for the District of Idaho. I agree that states are critical
partners in the collaborative state-federal joint effort to conserve the sagebrush ecosystem, the species that
depend on it, and the people that rely on it. If confirmed, I commit to continuing the important
collaboration with states, local governments, Indian Tribes, and many others who have worked
collaboratively toward sustainable and balanced land management of sagebrush habitat.

Question 7: Vast mineral withdrawals, like the sage grouse withdrawal that you’re proposing, will
have a significant impact on the Nation’s supply chain. Cutting off access to domestic resources will
force America to become even more dependent on foreign countries to supply raw materials for
renewable energy technologies and battery components.

a. Will you work with stakeholders, including the mining industry, to ensure continued access
to mining the commodities that are necessary for clean energy development?

Response: As I noted in response to a previous question regarding mining, the President has made it
clear that critical minerals development and production is a priority for the country. I take that direction
seriously and, if confirmed, I will continue to work to achieve the President’s vision and direction for
critical minerals development.
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Question 8: Livestock grazing is an issue of great importance to my home state of Wyoming,

and other western states. The Director of the Bureau of Land Management oversees livestock
grazing activities on 155 million acres of public lands. Earlier this year, I introduced the RANCH
Act, to improve the health of BLM rangelands through better livestock grazing management
practices. My bill would allow land managers to better respond to extreme weather conditions and
fire, and would make available vacant allotments under certain conditions.

a. Please explain your priorities for livestock grazing management.

b. How will you improve the way BLM administers permits and leases for livestock grazing, as
a viable multiple-use activity, on public lands?

Response: It is my view that, when carried out responsibly, grazing on the public lands can result in
positive conservation benefits to those lands. I support the BLM’s use of science in making land
management decisions, including for grazing and other activities on the public lands. Ialso believe itis
important to continue to pursue partnerships, as the BLM has, to expand programs like the Outcome
Based Grazing Authorizations that may provide flexibility to make adjustments to achieve range health
and sustainability objectives. If confirmed, I will continue to seek partnerships with our stakeholders and
ensure that the BLM manages the public lands in a balanced way.

Question 9: A key function of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation is to guide federal
agencies and other participants in the federal historic preservation review process established by
section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The process requires federal agencies to
consider effects of projects on historic properties and provides the Council an opportunity to
comment prior to a final decision being made. Many projects at the Department of the Interior are
required to go through the 106 process and you could be involved in almeost all of these decisions.

a. Will you commit to not peliticizing the 106 process?

Response: Yes. Section 106 gives the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, interested parties, and
the public, the chance to weigh in before a final decision is made. I know that this process is an important
tool for citizens to lend their voice in protecting and maintaining historic properties in their communities.
If T am confirmed, I commit to making all decisions in accordance with the law.

Question 10: Rob Wallace is a former Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks, a former Staff Director of the Energy and Natural Resources Committee, and a good friend
of mine from Wyoming. At his nomination hearing last Congress, which I chaired, Rob testified-

“Along the way, I have learned so much, especially that no one ever wins by winning everything,
that bipartisan solutions are abvays the lasting solutions, and that the key success to management
is recruiting good people and trusting them (o do their jobs.”
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a. Do you agree with this statement?

Response: Yes. The sentiment in the quotation you shared is consistent with the experiences [ have
enjoyed during a career that has included years of public service at the Department of the Interior working
with people and institutions of differing views and outlooks. Ilook forward to working with you and
other Members of this Committee in a bipartisan fashion, if I am confirmed.

Congress is debating a budget reconciliation package slated to spend $3.5 trillion on a wish list of
Democrat-only priorities. President Biden, Speaker Pelosi, and Leader Schumer appear determined
to win everything — no matter the cost. They have not been shy about summarily dismissing
concerns from Republicans — and, I would suggest, even from moderate Democrats. At a minimum,
the majority of the American people are being silenced.

a. Are you troubled by this rejection of a bipartisan approach — particularly on a bill that will
re-write whole sectors of the economy — and especially in an equally divided Senate?

Response: While provisions related to the Department are but one part of a much larger package, as 1
mentioned at the hearing, I understand there is an ongoing process regarding the Reconciliation package
and that there are and have been many important ideas being put forward for consideration by the
Congress. I also recognize and appreciate the significant bipartisan work that has gone into the bipartisan
infrastructure bill that includes important investments in our public lands and waters along with many
other bipartisan legislative efforts regarding public lands and waters. Iknow that the President believes
there is still opportunity for bipartisan engagement and I look forward to being a productive part of that
process. While we in Washington often have disagreements of policy and politics, we must keep in mind
that our goal is always to do the best for the American people. If T am confirmed, I commit to work hard
toward that goal.

Question 11: In your hearing, you confirmed that as a supervisor, it is your responsibility to ensure
that employees under you understand and take ethics requirements seriously.

a. As a supervisor, do you know of any political appointees under your supervision that have
sought a waiver or impartiality determination pertaining to former employers?

b. Please provide a list of any political appointees under your supervision that have sought a
waiver or impartiality determination pertaining to former employers with details of such
waiver or impartiality determination pertaining to former employers.

Response: 1 am not aware of waivers or impartiality determinations sought by appointees under my
supervision. As I said in response to a similar question at my hearing, individual ethics arrangements are
handled by the Department’s professional ethics staff and it is important that all employees engage fully
in that process. If confirmed, T commit to conduct myself with the highest ethical standards, and to seek
the advice of the Department’s career ethics officials when appropriate. The Secretary has made clear to
all of us at the Department that these are her expectations, as well, and I would expect the same of any
employee under my supervision.
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Question 12: If confirmed, you would oversee the Bureau of Land Management. The Bureau
oversees about 250 million surface acres or about one of every ten acres in the United States.

The Bureau also manages 700 million acres of minerals or about 30 percent of the minerals in the
United States.

a. Would it concern you if an employee at the Bureau received a loan from a private land
developer in violation of the Department’s ethics rules?

Response: Yes, I would expect that any employee of the BLM would be guided by and comply with the
ethics laws and regulations applicable to the employees of the BLM and the Department and that the
employee would also seek the advice of the Department’s career ethics officials, when appropriate.

Many of us on this committee want to learn more about a loan that a private land developer, Stuart
Goldberg, gave Tracy Stone-Manning while she was a Senate staffer. Mr, Goldberg provided a
$100,000 loan to Ms. Stone-Manning at a below-market interest rate. Ms. Stone-Manning failed to
disclose the loan under Senate ethics rules. In July, I submitted an additional set of written
questions to Stone-Manning on the loan, but she has net responded.

a. If confirmed, would you expect your subordinates to comply with Departmental ethics rules?

Response: Yes. As I stated in response to a previous question, I would expect that any employee of the
BLM would be guided by and comply with the ethics laws and regulations applicable to the employees of
the BLM and the Department and that the employee would seek the advice of the Department’s career
ethics officials, when appropriate.

b. How would you manage a subordinate who refused to comply with their ethics agreement?

Response: The Secretary has made clear her expectation that Departmental employees are to conduct
themselves with the highest ethical standards, and to seek the advice of the Department’s career ethics
officials when appropriate, and to comply with the ethics laws and regulations. Itake that direction
seriously and expect the same of any employee under my supervision. If confirmed, in such a situation, I
would seek input on the relevant legal and personnel policies and take appropriate action.

c. Should individuals in Presidentially appointed and Senate Confirmed positions keep their
commitment to be responsive to Senate committees?

Response: I take such commitments seriously and believe it is important to honor them.
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Question 13: Does your response to section eight on the Public Financial Disclosure Report OGE
Form 278e that you submitted accurately reflect the amount of your liabilities? If not, please amend
your OGE Disclosure.

ENR Minority staff conducted research and discovered your mortgage on your personal residence
from Quicken Loans was valued at $252,000 dollars. In your response, you listed the amount as
being between $100,000 and $250,000 dollars. If you inaccurately represented the value of your loan
on your OGE Disclosure, please amend your OGE Disclosure.

Response: Yes, the response to section 8 on my OGE Form 278e accurately reflects the amount of the
liabilities required to be reported consistent with guidance from the U.S. Office of Government

Ethics. While the mortgage was originally valued at $252,000 when it was taken out in 2019, the
Departmental Ethics Office advised that the value of this liability should be reported on the form with the
value of the liability at or within 31 days of the date the form on May 3, 2021.
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Questions from Senator Risch

Question 1: As you know, Secretarial Order 3395 was issued on January 20, 2021, temporarily
requiring decisions that used to be made at the local and state level to now come to Washington,
D.C., for approval. On March 19, you signed a memo to BLM staff extending this order
indefinitely for mine Plans of Operation and Plan of Operation amendments. It is extremely
concerning to remove decision-making authority from your own professional field staff and instead
place it with those who have no firsthand knowledge of projects and are thousands of miles away. It
is unclear what the goal of this “new normal” is other than inefficiency.

a. Can you please describe your objectives in requiring routine decisions get approval frem
the Washington office?

b. Can you provide a date certain when delegated authority will be returned to district and
state directors?

Response: Secretary’s Order 3395, which expired in March, provided for elevated review at the
beginning of the administration to afford new appointees at the Department with the opportunity to gain
visibility into what was happening across the agency. The memo issued after the Secretary’s Order
expired provided clarity about processes and expectations going forward. That memo also marked a
return to practices that were consistent with previous administrations. As I said during the hearing, while
significant matters are elevated for a Department level awareness and review, consistent with practice
across past administrations, the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management is
not in the day-to-day permitting business. That role largely falls to the expert career staff in the bureaus.

Question 2: Under the Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA) of 1976, does the BLM
have the authority to require compensatory mitigation, or is it only voluntary?

Response: FLPMA empowers the BLM with broad authority to permit public land uses to meet the
needs of the American people. With regard to compensatory mitigation, in July the bureau rescinded the
previous administration’s compensatory mitigation policy, which was inconsistent with the policies in the
President’s Executive Order 13990, issued January 20, 2021, and Secretary’s Order 3398, issued April 16,
2021. Tunderstand that the BLM is currently reviewing these policies and expects to establish policies
that are consistent with EO 13990 and SO 3398. In the meantime, BLM offices are continuing to
consider and implement compensatory mitigation on a case-by-case basis, in consultation with bureau
program specialists and the Solicitor’s Office staff.

Question 3: Do you support President Biden’s efforts to prioritize green energy technologies,
battery storage, and electric vehicle adoption?

Response: Yes. The President has established a plan to address the threat of climate change, and as part
of that plan he has set a goal of a carbon-free power sector by 2035 and to support the development of
electric vehicles, including those produced in the United States. If 1 am confirmed, my job will be to
work with Secretary Haaland and Departmental staff to implement the President’s policies and to work
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with Congress and our stakeholders to make America’s clean energy economy, and the infrastructure that
it needs, successful.

Question 4: Do you support domestic mineral production as the front end of the supply chain for
clean energy technologies?

Response: Yes. The President recognizes the importance of critical minerals to clean energy technologies
and has made it clear that critical minerals development and production is a priority for the country. I take
that direction seriously and, if confirmed, I will continue to work to achieve the President’s vision and
direction for critical minerals development.

Question 5 Do you believe that additienal transmissien infrastructure will be required to bring
renewables onto the grid?

Response: The President has expressed his Administration’s commitment fo accelerating the needed
expansion and modernization of America’s power infrastructure to build a more reliable electric grid,
create good-paying, union jobs, and deliver clean American energy to American businesses and
homeowners. I support this commitment and, if confirmed, will work with the BLM to expand
transmission capacity on the public lands in an environmentally responsible way, consistent with our laws
for permitting infrastructure projects.

Question 6: If confirmed, will you support efforts to streamline the permitting process at the
Bureau of Land Management for clean energy, renewable technologies, and transmission
infrastructure?

Response: Permitting efficiency should be the goal of every land manager and government official with
jurisdiction over the public lands. If T am confirmed, I will work hard to strike the right balance between
carrying out responsible energy development and responsible stewardship of our environment and natural
resources. At the Department and with regard to the public lands specifically, we are looking at
improving permitting efficiency to support renewable energy expansion and are engaging in smarter
planning from the beginning of the process in order to avoid conflicts and resulting slowdowns. 1am
always open to discussing ways to improve our internal processes.

Question 7: If confirmed, will you support efforts to streamline the mineral permitting process at
the Burean of Land Management in order to help boost domestic production and decrease our
reliance on foreign sources of metals and minerals necessary for clean energy technologies?

Response: As I said in a previous response, the President recognizes the importance of critical minerals to
clean energy technologies and has made it clear that critical minerals development and productionisa
priority for the country. I take that direction seriously and, if confirmed, I will continue to work to achieve
the President’s vision and direction for critical minerals development.
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uestion 8: Can you describe your understanding of the term “multiple use?”
y y b4 p

Response: When FLPMA was enacted, it provided BLM with a mandate that it must manage the many
resources found on the public lands in a balanced way that enables sustainability of those resources for future
generations. If confirmed, T will seek to help the BLM achieve this multiple use mission in a smart way that
provides the greatest benefit to the American public.

Question 9: Do you support the continued use and expansion of natural gas and associated
infrastructure?

Response: 1 agree with President Biden and Secretary Haaland, who have both said that oil and natural
gas production will play a significant role in our country for years into the future. If I am confirmed, 1
will work hard to ensure that the President’s priorities and policies are implemented.
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Questions from Senator Daines

Question 1: Ms. Daniel-Davis, do you support creating a new royalty for federally permitted hard-
rock mines?

Response: In general, T support the consideration of reforms of the Mining Law of 1872, which is far out
of date. The provisions in the bipartisan infrastructure bill that would authorize cleanup of abandoned
hard rock mines are an important step. If confirmed, I would look forward to working with you and with
Congress to create a modern system that supports environmentally responsibie mineral development from
our public lands and provides a fair return to the taxpayers of the use of public {ands and minerals.

Question 2: Ms. Daniel-Davis, de you support increased fees for federally permitted hard-rock
mines?

Response: As I said in my response to the previous question, I generally support consideration of reforms
of the Mining Law of 1872. The provisions in the bipartisan infrastructure bill that authorizes cleanup of
abandoned hard rock mines are an important step. If confirmed, I would look forward to working with
you and with Congress to create a modern system that supports environmentally responsible mineral
development from our public lands and provides a fair retum to the taxpayers.

Question 3: Ms. Daniel-Davis, do you believe that hard-rock mining creates “undue degradation of
public lands?”

Response: 1 believe it is important and necessary to promote environmentally responsible mineral
development, but it is also important to ensure that remediation of the widespread abandoned mine sites,
many of which are in the West, is addressed. President Biden has made remediation and reclamation of
these sites on public lands a priority. If Tam confirmed, I will work hard to ensure that the President’s
program to create jobs in remote, rural communities to address these sites that pose a risk to health and
safety is efficiently and effectively implemented.

Question 4: Ms. Daniel-Davis, do you support increasing regulations on hard-rock mining
operators?

Response: As Inoted in a previous response, it is important and necessary to promote environmentally
responsible mineral development from our public lands, particularly with regard to critical minerals
necessary for our clean energy future. It is also important to strike the right balance between development
of our natural resources, like hard-rock minerals, and protection of the environment. If I am confirmed
for this position, I will try to strike this balance as I implement President Biden’s and Secretary Haaland’s
priorities.

Question 5: Ms. Daniel-Davis, do you believe that the U.S. has stronger environmental regulations
than countries like China and the DR Congo?

Response: I believe Americans support responsible environmental standards in this country and I am
aware that other nations have standards that are lacking in some respects. T am not highly informed about
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the environmental regulations in those countries, but it is important and necessary to promote
environmentally responsible mineral development from our public lands. This is particularly true with
regard to critical minerals necessary for our clean energy future, and the President has made this a
priority. If T am confirmed, I will seek to strike the right balance between development of our natural
resources and protection of the environment.

Question 6: Ms. Daniel-Davis, do you believe the U.S. should increase domestic mining in order to
have a secure supply chain for renewable energy preduction?

Response: The President has recognized the importance of critical minerals to clean energy technologies
and has made it clear that critical minerals development and production is a priority for the country. I take
that direction seriously and, if confirmed, I will continue to work to achieve the President’s vision and
direction for critical minerals development.

Question 7: Ms. Daniel-Davis, if confirmed what specific steps will you take to increase critical
mineral production on public lands?

Response: President Biden has made it clear that critical minerals development and production is a
priority for the country. I take that direction seriously. The Department is working with other agencies,
such as the Department of Agriculture and the Environmental Protection Agency, to identify sites where
critical minerals could be produced and processed in the United States while adhering to the highest
environmental, labor, and sustainability standards. These agencies will also collaborate with the private
sector, states, Tribes, and stakeholders to expand sustainable, responsible critical minerals production and
processing in the United States. In addition, there are a number of provisions in the bipartisan
infrastructure bill applicable to Departmental agencies that, if enacted, should contribute to more efficient
and effective critical minerals forecasting and production. If confirmed, I will continue to work to
achieve the President’s vision and direction for critical minerals development.

Question 8: Ms. Daniel-Davis, if confirmed will you commit to holding all four required quarterly
oil and gas lease sales in Montana by the end of CY2021?

Response: While I note that the litigation is ongoing, the Department is complying with the District
Court’s ruling in Louisiana v. Biden. With regard to implementation of the onshore oil and gas leasing
program, the BLM announced scoping for the next Montana oil and gas lease sale on August 31, 2021,
which ended on October 1, 2021. The BLM will then move forward with a lease sale following agency
policy in Instruction Memorandum 2021-027, Oil and Gas Leasing —~ Land Use Planning and Lease Parcel
Reviews (April 30, 2021), and in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations. If [ am confirmed, I
commit to following the law as we move forward with the onshore oil and gas leasing program.

Question 9: Ms. Daniel-Davis, if confirmed will you commit to holding all four required quarterly
oil and gas lease sales in Montana in CY2022?

Response: As I stated in the response to the previous question, the Department is complying with the
District Court’s order in Lowisiana v. Biden and, if 1 am confirmed, I will follow the law as we move
forward with the onshore oil and gas leasing program.
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Question 10: Ms. Daniel-Davis, since President Biden took office you have helped spearhead the
pause on oil and gas lease sales. The Mineral Leasing Act is clear that the BLM maust hold quarterly
lease sales in all states with eligible leases. Under what specific statutory framework did you believe
that BLM had the ability to indefinitely pause oil and gas lease sales?

Response: The pause in oil and gas leasing was directed by an Executive Order. Although this issue
continues 1o be the subject of litigation, generally what I can say is the Administration believes that the
relevant statutes give the Department discretion on how to carry out the federal oil and gas leasing program.

Question 11: Ms. Daniel-Davis, the expressed reasons for the leasing pause was so the Department
could review the leasing process. What specific actions or items needing review required the leasing
process to be paused that could not happen while leasing continued?

Response: The President directed the Secretary to pause new oil and natural gas leases on public lands or
in offshore waters under the terms of Executive Order 14008, Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and
Abroad, pending completion of the comprehensive review and reconsideration of federal oil and gas
permitting and leasing practices. As noted in the E.O., the President directed this action because of the
Secretary’s broad stewardship responsibilities over the public lands and its resources. With this charge,
the Department is looking at the impacts of climate change, other impacts associated with oil and gas
activities, including Government Accountability Office and Department of the Interior Inspector General
reports critical of the programs, and whether the programs have proper regulatory oversight. As Isaid at
the hearing, we hope this review process will conclude soon and we will make the final report available at
that time.

Question 12: Ms. Daniel-Davis, do you support increasing federal royalty rates for onshore and
offshore oil and gas development?

Response: One of the key goals of the Department’s comprehensive review of the management of the oil
and gas leasing program is to ensure that the program provide a fair return to the American taxpayer.
Government Accountability Office and Department of the Interior Inspector General reports have been
critical of the programs, including this particular aspect of the program, for many years. Because the
report is currently in draft form and under review, 1 am not yet at liberty to discuss its findings. However,
as I said at the hearing, I hope that this review process will conclude soon and we will make the final
report available at that time.

Question 13: Ms. Daniel-Davis, when speaking of a clean energy future, would you include
hydropower as an important component in a carbon free energy grid?

Response: Yes. While hydropower generation and management generally fall under the jurisdiction of

other bureaus and offices within the Department, I agree that hydropower is an important source of
carbon-free energy.
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Question 14: Ms. Daniel-Davis, do you believe we should build more hydropower dams and units
on public lands and waters or do you think we should remove existing dams?

Response: Again, hydropower policies, including policies related to dam construction and removal, are
not matters that fall within the jurisdiction of the position for which I have been nominated but, instead,
lie with other bureaus and offices in the Department. I believe hydropower can play an important role
when done in an environmentally responsible way.

Question 15: Ms. Daniel-Davis, what actions will you take to maintain and increase hydropower
development on federal lands?

Response: Hydropower policies, including policies related to dam construction and removal, are not
matters that fall within the jurisdiction of the position for which I have been nominated but, instead, lie
with other bureaus and offices in the Department. However, to the extent that the Bureau of Land
Management or another agency under the position for which T have been nominated was to be involved in
decision-making related to hydropower development on the public lands, T would participate in those
discussion in good faith, with an open mind, and consistent with the guiding authorities.

Question 16: Ms. Daniel-Davis, unlike oil and gas development on federal lands, wind and solar
development on federal lands does not create direct revenue for local communities. Do you support
creating a revenue sharing arrangement for wind and solar like there is for oil and gas?

Response: President Biden has made the development of clean, renewable energy on the public lands a
cornerstone of his plan to address the threat of climate change. If confirmed, I would work hard with
others in the Department to meet his goals of creating a carbon-free power sector by 2035 and the clean
energy jobs that would come with it. T welcome discussion with Congress on ideas and proposals on how
to incentivize large scale development of these projects. The Department has generally testified in favor
of the goals of legislation, HR. 3326, the Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act, which
includes revenue sharing provisions along these lines and I support those views. If I am confirmed, T will
work with Congress, states, Tribes, and stakeholders to make America’s clean energy economy, and the
infrastructure that it needs, successful.

Question 17: Ms. Daniel-Davis, do you support creating a royalty rate for wind and solar like there
is for oil and gas?

Response: It is important that the Department ensure a fair return to taxpayers for the use of public land
resources, including for the development of renewable energy like wind and solar power. The
Department and the BLM are actively engaged in developing and applying the new authority provided in
the Energy Act of 2020 under interim policy and formal rulemaking updates to adjust rents and fees in
appropriate ways to enhance financial certainty for responsible solar and wind energy development on the
public lands. The Department has generally testified in favor of the goals of legislation, HR. 3326, the
Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act, which includes revenue sharing provisions and 1
support those views. If confirmed, 1 would welcome discussion with Congress and other stakeholders on
the potential benefits to the taxpayer, the federal treasury, and to states and Tribes, that might be realized
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if renewable energy production on the public lands generated royalty revenue, like oil and gas production,
and whether a change in authority like that would further incentivize development of these projects.

Question 18: Ms. Daniel-Davis, it is estimated that coal, gas, and nuclear energy use approximately
12 acres of land per megawatt of energy produced. Solar needs approximately 43 acres per
megawatt and wind appreximately 70 acres per megawatt. With the expansion of wind and solar
energy there will need to be an exponential increase of land use to generate the same amount of
energy. How do you plan to balance conservation of land with the increase in land use for wind and
solar?

Response: The President has made addressing the climate crisis a top priority, with an ultimate goal of a
carbon-pollution free power sector by 2035. It is important that the decisions we make are guided by
science. According to the Department of Energy’s National Renewable Energy Lab, current photovoltaic
technology generates 1-megawatt of solar energy from 7.9 acres, while current wind energy technology
ranges between 35 acres to 112 acres per 1-megawatt for high-density wind-farm development or low-
density wind-farm developments, respectively. The BLM has indicated that there are ample lands
currently identified for renewable energy projects on public lands to meet the President’s renewable
energy goals. With this in mind, I believe that we can responsibly develop renewable energy projects on
the public lands, provide for conservation of natural resources and wildlife habitat, and enhance
recreational opportunities, as well as meet other multiple use priorities.

Question 19: Ms, Daniel-Davis, do you believe that the permitting review for oil, gas and coal on
federal lands should be different from the permitting of wind or solar?

Response: Ensuring consistent and efficient processing of land-use applications by the BLM, or by any
agency, is important for all permitted actions on public lands, whether for oil and gas leases, permits,
right-of-way grants, or any other authorization. If Iam confirmed for this position, I will ensure that the
bureaus that I would oversee operate in an efficient and unbiased manner and in accordance with all
applicable laws and regulations.

Question 20: Ms. Daniel-Davis, do you believe that responsible energy development, including coal,
oil, gas, and geothermal development is part of the Department and BLM’s multiple use directive?

Response: Yes. The BLM’s multiple use mandate requires thoughtful management of the public lands for
a host of uses in the appropriate places, and this includes energy development activities, among many
others.

Question 21: Ms. Daniel-Davis, what actions should the Department take to speed up permitting
for renewable energy projects on federal lands?

Response: Permitting efficiency should be the goal of every land manager and government official with

jurisdiction over the public lands. We are looking at improving permitting efficiency to support

renewable energy expansion and are engaging in smarter planning from the beginning of the process in

order to avoid conflicts and resulting slowdowns, The President’s Executive Order 14008, Tuckling the

Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad, directs the Secretary to review siting and permitting processes on
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public fands and in offshore waters to identify ways we can increase renewable energy production. These
processes are underway at the Department. The BLM is also creating Renewable Energy Coordination
Offices, as mandated in the Energy Act of 2020, and is taking other actions to enhance coordination on
permitting of renewable energy projects on BLM-managed lands. The Department has also testified in
support of the goals of H.R. 3326 to expedite permitting of renewable energy in the most suitable places
on Federal lands. It has also initiated a process to revise its regulations related to renewable energy
permitting and linear rights-of-way on public land. If T am confirmed I will continue to find ways to
improve the bureau’s permitting processes.

Question 22: Ms. Daniel-Davis, Montana and the West experienced another catastrophic wildfire
season. It’s clear we must do everything we can to manage our forests to reduce the risk of severe
wildfires and protect Montana families and communities from the deadly flames. The Biden
Administration has proposed a 62% increase in hazardous fuels funding across USFS and DOl in
FY2022. The Administration said investments in FY 2022 will be informed by a scientific, outcome-
based national investment model that targets land treatments to areas where they can be most
effective in protecting communities, Can you explain the Department of Interior’s proposed
criteria defining the “scientific, outcome-based national investment model” used when deciding
what lands are eligible for treatment?

Response: I understand that this initiative is led by the Department’s Office of Wildland Fire, which falls
under the Assistant Secretary for Policy, Management and Budget. The Department’s budget request
includes funding for the development and initial implementation of new fuels management outcome data
collection, management, and analysis and for collaboration among partners. These outcome-based metrics
are intended to support more strategic investments in fuels management projects, facilitating coordination
with communities and partners to better inform decisions and develop a collaborative approach to
undertake treatments to reduce wildfire risk and protect communities, people and resources. If confirmed,
I will work with the Department to ensure that BLM participation in this effort is both prioritized and
effective.

Question 23: Ms. Daniel-Davis, in 2018, Congress passed legislation to streamline the approval
process for vegetation management along federal rights-of-way to mitigate wildfire risk but the
Bureau of Land Management has yet to implement this legislation hindering effective wildfire risk
management. If confirmed, will you commit to prioritizing the issuance of the vegetation
management rule and how will you work to coordinate with the Forest Service, given similar
rulemaking efforts, to assure consistent implementation and timely approvals across landscapes
and jurisdictions?

Response: Wildfire preparedness and prevention efforts have been a high priority for this Administration
and for the Department. I recognize the need to carry out fuels management activities on our public lands,
including active vegetation management to reduce wildland fire risk. Specifically with regard to this
issue, the Department is working in close coordination with the Forest Service to develop policies to
implement the law using the direction given by Congress. Because of the impacts of our changing
climate, fighting wildfires is no longer a seasonal action. A coordinated approach is critical to success
and, if confirmed, I will continue to prioritize interagency efforts on vegetation management.
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Question 24: Ms. Daniel-Davis, earlier this month the Biden Administration issued a proclamation
urging further utilization of the Wilderness Act under the guise of the America the Beautiful
initiative. What was the impetus for this?

Response: The proclamation referenced in your question appears to be the President’s “Proclamation on
National Wilderness Month, 20217, issued on August 31, 2021. I understand that the proclamation was
issued to recognize and celebrate the wonder and beauty of America’s public lands, particularly the
contribution that the Wilderness Act has made to conservation and to acknowledge the importance of the
need to protect and conserve wild resources that are at risk.

Question 25: Ms. Daniel-Davis, it has been several months since the Administration announced they
were reviewing the 2015 sage grouse plan amendments and the mineral withdraw yet states,
counties, and other stakeholders have yet to learn more information about the scope and intent
behind this review. When can Montanans expect more information on this review?

Response: The BLM intends later this fall to open public scoping on the sage-grouse plan amendments
and has engaged with other federal agencies and with states through the Western Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies” Sagebrush Executive Oversight Committee, on these efforts. If I am confirmed, I will
continue to ensure that the bureau is advancing collaborative sage-grouse conservation in a balanced and
sustainable manner with states and other partners. The BLM published a Federal Register Notice on
August 13, 2021, to inform the public that it is re-initiating consideration of the proposal to withdraw
Sagebrush Focal Areas from location and entry under the United States mining laws to protect the greater
sage-grouse and its habitat, as ordered by the U.S. District Court for the District of Idaho. The bureau
plans to release an updated draft Environmental Impact Statement and open a public comment period.

Question 26: Ms. Daniel-Davis, de you agree with the 2004 Supreme Court Decision that a
completed, finalized Resource Management Plan is a completed federal action?

Response: If [ am confirmed I will always follow the law, and I will consult with the attorney staff in the

Department’s Office of the Solicitor for guidance on legal questions and matters of statutory
interpretation.
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Questions from Senator Murkowski

Question 1: Ms. Daniel-Davis, in the early days of the Biden administration, you took the
questionable actions to unilaterally delay the opening of five public land orders that were signed by
former Interior Secretary Bernhardt.

a. Please provide me the legal justification or legal analysis that provided you as the Special
Advisory to the Secretary, Exercising the Delegated Authority of the Assistant Secretary,
Land and Minerals Management to supersede a public land order opening order signed by a
Senate confirmed Secretary of the Interior?

b. Is it the Department’s position that the authority to issue public land orders can be delegated
beyond the Secretary of the Interior or the Senate confirmed Director of the Bureau of Land
Management?

In a brief by the Department of Justice in the case of Bullock vs. Bureau of Land Management, filed
on October 20, 2020, on page 6 the DOJ argues: “The Secretary may delegate this withdrawal
authority only to individuals in the Office of the Secretary who have been appointed by the
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate.” 43 U.S.C. § 1714(a). Thus, while the
Secretary could delegate land-withdrawal authority te a persen in his “Office” who was appointed
by the President with Senate confirmation, that person could not then redelegate that authority to
an official lacking these qualifications.”

¢. Three months prior to you joining the Department, the Department of Justice argued in
court that you as a non-senate confirmed official do not have authority issue public land
orders. Was the Department of Justice wrong in their briefing that they filed?

d. Did the Department change their position on the issue after the Biden administration took
office?

Response: I take seriously the Department’s obligations to convey land to the State of Alaska, to Alaska
Native Corporations, and Alaska Native Vietnam Era Veterans. However, there is ongoing litigation on
the matters referenced in your question that was filed by the State of Alaska in July 2021. As aresult, I
am not able to discuss the legal questions that you raise.
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Question 2: Do you agree that the State of Alaska owns the submerged lands under every
navigable-in-fact or tidally influenced waterbody within its borders that is not subject to a valid
pre-statehood withdrawal that specifically defeats that title? In Iay terms — do you agree that, with
some exceptions, if you can take a personal watercraft on most waterways in Alaska, that the State
owns those submerged Iands?

a. Iknow this is an issue your leadership team is looking closely at due to recent actions by the
State aund the Sturgeon v. Frost case from the U.S. Supreme Court, thank you for taking it
seriously. I believe it is an area where we can, and really must, work together to both
responsibly manage Alaska’s natural resources and allow Alaskans access across our state.

Response: Yes, Iunderstand that the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Sturgeon v. Frost held that lands
under navigable waters are considered outside the boundaries of federal Conservation System Units and
are thus not subject to certain federal regulations. T agree with you that this is an area where we can all
work together and, if I am confirmed, T am committed to working with you, with other key staff here in
the Department, and with the State of Alaska to further resolution of this issue.

b. Practically, we need a reset. BLM Alaska has not issued any Recordable Disclaimers of
Interest in years, and just last week received a decision from the Interior Board of Land
Appeals confirming that they misinterpreted and misapplied their authority when they
rejected an RDI application in 2015. We are also looking at more litigation on these same
topics — which I think frankly is a tremendous waste of resources when we could be
cooperating. Would you provide a general disclaimer or policy of diselaiming submerged
land interests? Something that would get us out of this rut?

Response:  agree that cooperation is important, and I know that the BLM is committed to working with
the State of Alaska collaboratively to review existing procedures for potential improvements. With regard
to this matter, if I am confirmed, I am committed to working with other key staff here in the Department
and with the State of Alaska to seek practical solutions to this issue.

Question 3: The Recordable Disclaimer of Interest (RDI) process contained within the Federal
Land Management and Policy Act (FLPMA) is supposed to provide a “quick and inexpensive” way
for the State of Alaska to remove federal clouds from state title to submerged lands under
navigable-in-fact and tidally influenced rivers and lakes.

a. Even though the State of Alaska has numerous pending RDI applications, it has been over
two calendar years since any meaningful action has been taken on pending RDI applications.

b. If confirmed, can you investigate how funds appropriated for this purpose have been spent
over the last two years and ten years? And provide the number of completed RDIs have
been issued through this process?

Response: If I am confirmed, I will consult with the BLM on this issue. Regarding your specific

questions, I am advised that the BLM estimates that the State of Alaska historically paid anywhere from

$7,000 to $10,000 in cost reimbursement per RDI. The BLM further advises that the State of Alaska has
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submitted 48 RDI applications, of which the BLM has completed 34, seven have been withdrawn, and
seven are currently pending.

e. Can you commit to speed up this painfully slow and expensive process to remove federal
clouds from state title to submerged lands?

Response: I know that working with the State of Alaska to resolve this issue has been a priority for key
senior staff here at the Department. 1 commit to you that, if confirmed, I will work with other key staff
here in the Department and with the State of Alaska to seek practical solutions to this issue.

Question 4: Can you commit to, if confirmed, sharing the details of the Department’s basis for
withholding the immediate publication and effectuation of PLOs 7899, 7900, 7901, 7902, 7903?

a. Practically, how does the Department plan te allow Alaska Native Vietnam Veterans to
pursue allotments in these areas? Despite rosy statements and press releases, these
applications have already been delayed for months and it seems likely they will be for years
unless there is a reversal by the Department?

Response: Secretary Haaland has made it clear that we must keep our promises to Alaska Native Vietnam
Veterans. To date, we have received 124 applications, 40 of which are requesting allotments within the 28
million acres currently pending environmental review. In addition, two applications have been received
for acres managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Forest Service that are currently
unavailable for selection. The BLM expects that approval of certificates for valid allotments will begin
soon. The 60-day comment period on the BLM’s Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental
Assessment to consider the effects of opening the withdrawn lands to selection by Alaska Native Vietnam
Veterans ended on September 21, 2021, and BLM is currently reviewing comments. If I am confirmed,
this matter, and the timely processing of these applications by Alaska Native Vietnam Veterans, will
continue to be a priority for me and for the Department.

b. Why can’t the State’s land entitlement be treated the same way?
Response: I take seriously the Department’s obligations to convey land to the State and to Alaska Native
Corporations. However, with regard to the State selections, there is ongoing litigation on the matter

referenced in your question that was filed by the State of Alaska in July 2021. As a result, I am not able
to address the question that you raise.
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Questions from Senator Hirono

Question 1: As Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management, you would oversee the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The BLM is currently collecting public comment on a
proposed wind farm, the Lava Ridge Wind Energy Project, on land managed by the BLM. This
project would be within sight of the Minidoka National Historic Site, where Japanese Americans
were forcibly relocated and incarcerated from 1942 to 1945, Concerns regarding this wind energy
project have been expressed by stakeholders committed to preserving the history of the internment
of Japanese Americans. If you are confirmed, will you ensure that you listen to these concerns as
the Department carries out its analysis for this project?

Response: Yes. 1 believe it is important to solicit and consider input from all stakeholders when making
decisions about projects on the public lands. If T am confirmed, I commit to hearing the voices of all
stakeholders and to ensuring that they are heard and considered in the decision-making process.

Question 2: What are the leading challenges and opportunities you see for developing offshore wind
in Hawaii and the west coast of the United States? If you are confirmed, do you have plans for
expanding Bureau of Ocean Energy Management’s (BOEM’s) engagement with the public on
marine renewable energy resource development, and do you plan to continue BOEM’s support for
ocean science to expand our knowledge of the marine and coastal environments?

Response: This Administration has made significant progress to spur the development of offshore wind
energy projects in order to meet the President’s goal of 30 gigawatts of offshore wind energy by 2030. It
is important that we continue to work with the State of Hawaii to explore the potential for offshore wind
energy development and that we coordinate with federal partners, like the Department of Defense, to
ensure that any lease areas are compatibie with military uses. It is important to solicit and consider input
from all stakeholders, and if T am confirmed, that will be a priority; it is our commitment that the
Department will appropriately engage with Native Hawaiian Organizations as planning for these projects
progresses. Finally, I am committed to advancing responsible decision-making, and management, of our
marine resources using the best available science and without political interference. One of President
Biden’s first actions was a Presidential Memorandum on scientific integrity, and I believe it is important
that the evaluation of, and decision-making authority regarding, scientific information is put back in the
hands of scientists.
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Questions from Senator Marshall

Question 1: In your hearing, you confirmed that as a superviser it is your responsibility to ensure
that employees under you understand and take ethics requirements seriously.

As a supervisor, do you know of any political appoeintees under your supervision that have sought a
waiver or impartiality determination pertaining to former employees?

Question 2: In your hearing, you confirmed that as a supervisor it is your responsibility to ensure
that employees under you understand and take ethics requirements seriously.

Please provide a list of any political appointees under your supervision that have sought a waiver or
impartiality determination pertaining to former employees with details of such waiver or
impartiality determination pertaining to former employees.

Response to Questions 1 and 2: T am not aware of waivers or impartiality determinations sought by
appointees under my supervision. As I said at my hearing, individual ethics arrangements are handled by
the Department’s professional ethics staff, and it is important that all employees follow the appropriate
process on these matters. If confirmed, I commit to conduct myself with the highest ethical standards, and
to seek the advice of the Department’s career ethics officials when appropriate. The Secretary has made
clear to all of us at the Department that these are her expectations, as well, and T would expect the same of
any employee under my supervision.

Question 3: The Interior Department’s Inspector General is currently investigating whether Nada
Culver, the Bureau of Land Management’s Deputy Director of Policy and Programs, was involved
in the April 2021 decision to impose a two-year meratorium on five public land orders signed by
former Secretary David Bernhardt. It has been publicly reported that Ms. Culver may have a
conflict due to her previous work against these orders.

As a supervisor, do you know if Ms. Culver has sought a waiver or impartiality determination
pertaining to former employees? Please provide details of such waiver or impartiality

determination.

Response: Please see my response to the previous questions.
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Questions from Ranking Member Barrasso

Question 1: Water is the lifeblood of the West and its importance cannot be understated. The West is
currently undergoing an historic drought. Ranchers and farmers in Wyoming and other western states, are
struggling. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 99.8 percent of Wyoming is currently
experiencing drought conditions. In addition, the USDA reports that 75 percent of stock water supplies for
ranchers in my state were rated either “very short” or “short.” Irrigation water is also in short supply.

a. If confirmed, what would be your immediate priorities and how would you werk with
western communities, including ranchers and farmers, to provide more water for Wyoming
and other western states?

Response: I believe in Reclamation’s core mission to deliver reliable water and power, in dry years and
wet years. Drought is no stranger to the west, and Reclamation has a suite of programs to help address it.
Since I have been with the Department, I have worked with Reclamation staff and our partners and
stakeholders on what technical, operational, and financial assistance we could provide. This includes the
reprogramming of $100 Million in FY 2021 for drought related activities across the west, including $20
million in additional funding for the Drought Continency Plan. Moving forward, I will continue to work
with stakeholders as they prepare for and address the effects of drought and other water management
issues, through WaterSMART and other infrastructure authorities. In facing this year’s historic drought, I
am committed to continue looking at all of the authorities we have to maximize our response to the
ongoing effects of drought. If confirmed, I'll leverage those programs to support the continued delivery of
water and power in all Reclamation states, including Wyoming.

Question 2: At the end of this year, important provisions of the Water Infrastructure Improvements for
the Nation Act, or “WIIN Act,” will expire. This is why Iintroduced the Western Water Infrastructure Act
of 2021, This legislation would reauthorize expiring provisions that allow for the construction of new
water storage, desalination, and water reuse infrastructure. The legislation also fully funds the Bureau of
Reclamation and provides funding to manage the agency’s maintenance backlog. You worked on the
WIIN Act as a Congressional staffer and know as well as anyone how important the law is.

a. Can you speak about the importance of reauthorizing these expiring provisions in the WIIN
Act?

Response: Since I have been with the Department, I have worked to support Reclamation making
important progress on water storage, recycling and desalination projects using the authority and
appropriations provided pursuant to the WIIN Act. 1 believe water storage, desalination and water reuse
infrastructure are each tools to increase flexibility and address drought resilience. We need to invest in
existing tools and develop additional tools and programs to ensure local communities are able to meet the
challenges associated with a variable water supply. This included a recommendation to Congress of $205
million for new storage water, $30 million for Water Recycling, and $12 million in Desalination for
inclusion of FY 2022 from WIIN. We will follow Congressional direction whether the statute is extended,
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replaced with similar authority in the bills currently under consideration by the Congress, or whether
project funding is provided through processes followed prior to the enactment of WIIN,

Question 3: The West is currently suffering historic drought conditions. Yet, the budget that the
President proposed earlier this year sought to cut funding for the Bureau of Reclamation,
while increasing funding for the rest of Interior.

a. Would you agree with me that now, during a historic drought, is the time to prioritize
western water infrastructure, not cut funding for it?

Response: If confirmed I will work to ensure that Reclamation does the most with the funding it receives
in the budget process that involved both the Administration’s request and action by Congress. The FY
2022 budget submitted by Reclamation proposed a diverse portfolio of activities, with very large
increases requested in FY 2022 for dam safety, Indian water rights settlements and Native American
Affairs, while also continuing to support our efforts in water conservation, drought response, and
cybersecurity. Ibelieve these investments are central to Reclamation’s ability to maintain its
infrastructure, and deliver water and power, especially during drought. In addition, when looking at
Reclamation’s budget, I believe it is important to note that $247 million in WIIN Act projects have
already been appropriated and were approved by Congress as part of the Continuing Resolution. If
confirmed, going forward, 1 look forward to working with Congress on our FY 2022 budget and in future
years.

Question 4: Most of Reclamation’s facilities are more than 50 years old, and the agency’s estimated five-
year major repair and rehabilitation needs (including dam safety needs) surpasses $4.6 billion. Similarly,
infrastructure that has been transferred to non-federal users (“transferred works™) is aging. P.L. 116-260
authorized a new Aging Infrastructure Account, and Reclamation has requested funding for the new
account in the FY2022 Budget. Some in Congress also have proposed “innovative” financing authorities
that facilitate public-private partnerships (i.e., a Reclamation Infrastructure Financing and Innovation Act)
that would address aging infrastructure issues.

a. How might you facilitate Reclamation’s efforts to address aging infrastructure issues
at federally owned infrastructure?

Response: I appreciate your leadership along with others on this committee on a bipartisan basis on
legislation that provided an assessment of our infrastructure. Since joining the Department, I am
aware that Reclamation’s initial “Asset Management Report, April 20217 identified our five-year
major rehabilitation and replacement needs of $4.6 billion. I believe it is important to recognize
that all infrastructure is aging, and I will work to ensure that Reclamation follows an asset
management strategy that categorizes repair needs to address risks and benefits associated with
major rehabilitation and replacement activities. I believe the longevity of Reclamation’s
infrastructure is achieved through preventive maintenance programs, capital improvement
planning, and substantial investment in major rehabilitation and replacement activities. Using
these approaches, I believe Reclamation can keep infrastructure operating past its original design

2
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life and will continue to make targeted investment to assure that projects can deliver benefits far
into the future. If confirmed, I will work to ensure that Reclamation continues to engage with
stakeholders through formal and informal discussions at the local and regional levels on
implementation of infrastructure needs and financing options in compliance with the Reclamation
Transparency Act.

b. What would be your plans for the newly created Aging Infrastructure Account?

Response: As noted, Reclamation requested $1 million for this account in our FY 2022 budget request,
and if confirmed, I would take the efficient and effective allocation of these and additional funds very
seriously. This October, we intend to issue a notice of open application period with applications due by
the end of December 2021. T understand that Reclamation plans to rank applications during January and
February 2022 and provide our allocation proposals to Congress in March 2022. We are watching the FY
2022 appropriations process closely and are aware and supportive of provisions in pending infrastructure
legislation that would provide significant additional funding to this account.

¢. Is there a role for innovative finance and public-private partnerships to address aging
infrastructure issues at Reclamation facilities? If so, what is the role?

Response: I am open to considering a variety of options, including partnerships to address Reclamation
funding needs. For example, implementing section 9603 of Public Law 111-11, as amended, allows for
innovative financing solutions to address aging infrastructure issues at Reclamation facilities. I support
Reclamation continually working with our non-Federal operating partners to explore financing options
that are tailored to their specific circumstances, within existing authority and in accordance with
administration priorities. If confirmed, I also look forward to working with the Congress as new
authorities are considered.

d. What is the role of Reclamation in helping non-federal water managers address their
aging infrastructure issues?

Response: I believe Reclamation has an important role in working closely with non-federal water
managers who operate and maintain federal water infrastructure. If confirmed, T would work to
ensure that role is one of collaboration with these local project beneficiaries, providing technical
expertise at the field office, area office, and regional office levels to assure the reliable
maintenance of these assets. I also believe that this often involves a strategic approach to
budgeting and schedules for routine or extraordinary maintenance work. Working together, we can
ensure that continued investments by Reclamation and its water and power partners will further
extend the serviceability of Reclamation’s infrastructure.
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Question 5: Reclamation has multiple programs, including the Cooperative Watershed
Management Program and the Basin Studies Program, which engage stakeholders to negotiate
solutions to complex water management issues. Reclamation also plays a leadership role in
multiple basins with contentious water management issues.

a. Please describe in detail the importance of the Commissioner engaging with
stakeholders to solve complex water management issues.

Response: 1 believe engagement at the leadership level with Reclamation stakeholders is crucial to
meeting our mission. This leadership-level engagement allows us to provide the benefits of the
Reclamation program and leverage the benefit of our partners’ expertise in our common goal of
reliable water and power. If confirmed, 1 intend to maintain an open and constructive channel of
communication with stakeholders.

b. Please describe recent examples, in your role as Deputy Commissioner, of successful
stakeholder engagement by Reclamation.

Response: In my previous experience at the Department and in Congress, and since January 2021,
I have seen how direct engagement and collaboration with partners and stakeholders across the
West is key to our ability to manage our water resources. 1 have participated in the Colorado
River Basin work that has resulted in a collaborative approach to addressing a severe 22-year
drought. The progress we have made in the Basin to address the drought is remarkable. For
example, partner water contributions have raised Lake Mead by nearly 35 feet and agreements
identifying the specifics of water reductions have been accomplished through strong partnerships
with Basin states, Tribes, water users, and Mexico. In 2021, T have also engaged as Reclamation
has worked with water districts that have successfully requested title transfers, four of which have
been sent to Congress. Through constant coordination and collaboration with our many partners
and stakeholders, I commit, if confirmed, to continue to forge these strong relationships; working
together will be even more essential in the future as we face tougher water and power generation
challenges.

Question 6: Reclamation and other agencies in DOI are involved in large-scale ecosystem restoration
initiatives in the western United States, including initiatives in the Salton Sea, Platte River, Lake Tahoe,
and the Lower Colorado River Basin. Section 1109 of P.L. 116-260 authorized $15 million for
Reclamation to provide assistance to states, state-based entities, tribes, and non-profits, among others, for
the design, study, and construction of aquatic ecosystem restoration and protection projects for the benefit
of fish and wildlife. This program, which has not received funding to date, is Reclamation’s first broad-
based authority to support ecosystem restoration projects. Some assert that Reclamation should have
additional authority to conduct restoration to complement its water management activities. Others oppose
the expansion of Reclamation’s authority insofar as it may be seen as taking resources away from
Reclamation’s core water management activities.
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a. What are your views on further expanding Reclamation’s budget authority and authorized
activities for ecosystem restoration?

Response: [ welcome the Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Program as an encouraging new program that
addresses aquatic ecosystems in connection with Reclamation projects. The program provides broad
authority for Reclamation to fund fish passage improvements and aquatic habitat enhancement. [ believe
this new authority aligns with the Administration’s priorities for climate change and climate resiliency,
and Reclamation has requested $1 million in FY 2022 for this new effort. We also recognize the
significant investments included by Congress in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Framework and look
forward to working with Congress in this regard. T would consider a variety of views and work with
Congress on a bipartisan basis on any further proposals to expand our authorities in this area.

b. What role does Reclamation play in restoring ecosystems associated with water management
and conveyance projects?

Response: I believe river restoration and associated environmental compliance is a key to Reclamation's
ability to continue to deliver water and generate power in an environmentally and economically sound
manner in the interest of the American public. To meet Reclamation’s mission, a part of its programs
must focus on the protection and restoration of the aquatic and riparian environments influenced by its
operations. In my experience, it is important to factor in that Reclamation’s operations are also influenced
by runoff from, and catastrophic wildfire in, the terrestrial environment; as such Reclamation partners
with other agencies to address these concerns in our watersheds. If confirmed, I will work to ensure that
these efforts help Reclamation balance its environmental protection role as well as its role as a water
supplier and power generator, thus better positioning Reclamation to address the ongoing challenges
presented by drought, increasing populations, the growing water demand associated with energy
generation, and environmental needs.

¢. What ecosystem services would protect water supplies from the effects of drought in the
West?

Response: I believe healthy ecosystems are more resilient in the face of drought, and the water derived
from healthy ecosystems is more reliable when water and power projects work in balance with natural
processes. River and habitat restoration work, in-stream flows for fish and wildlife, augmentation and
conservation of genetic integrity, and conservation of other aquatic and terrestrial endangered species
enable Reclamation projects to operate without additional regulatory restrictions. Overall, if confirmed, I
will work to ensure that resilient terrestrial ecosystems help to preserve watershed yields and prevent
sediment-induced loss of capacity at our reservoirs.
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d. What restoration or conservation actions would be appropriate for Reclamation to
undertake related to these ecosystem services?

Response: 1 believe Reclamation can structure aquatic ecosystem program objectives to complement the
climate adaptation and resiliency priorities in Executive Orders 13990 and 14008 and Reclamation has
developed a framework for the new program. If confirmed, I would work to ensure that implementation of
this new Reclamation program will prioritize climate resilience investments supported by multi-
stakeholder engagement and resulting in improved watershed health.

Question 7: Issues posed by aging infrastructure are of primary concern to Wyoming. The Goshen
Irrigation District tunnel collapse in 2019 highlighted the need to get a better handle on aging
infrastructure throughout the state in general. This includes ways to work with the Bureau of Reclamation
to identify opportunities to address needs on shared works.

a. Knowing this is a pervasive issue throughout the West, how would you approach working
with States and water users to continue tackling this issue?

Response: 1 believe maintenance of aging infrastructure requires strong partnerships, a strategic asset
management approach and reliable, dedicated funding. If confirmed, I intend to use all three to assure
that Reclamation’s infrastructure delivers benefits into the future, including in Wyoming. I look to
Reclamation’s assessment of major rehabilitation and replacement long-term capital and repair needs, as
summarized in our initial “Asset Management Report, April 20217, as a foundation for long term
planning for infrastructure investments in collaboration with Reclamation operating partners and project
beneficiaries.

b. Are you aware of any programs and/or BOR resources are available?

Response: One possible program would be section 1101 of P.L. 116-260 to establish the Aging
Infrastructure Account to provide for the extended repayment of work by a transferred works operating
entity or project beneficiary for the conduct of extraordinary operation and maintenance work at a
Reclamation facility. As stated above, the FY 2022 Budget proposes $1 million for this effort, and if
confirmed, Ilook forward to overseeing the first application period for this program during the fall and
winter of 2021-2022.

Question 8: Will you commit to ensuring that BOR provides technical assistance to states, including
my home state of Wyoming, when necessary?

Response: Yes. Reclamation has a long history of providing technical expertise on water infrastructure
projects, and I am committed to look for opportunities to partner and provide technical assistance to
Reclamation states.
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Questions from Senator Risch

Question 1: In my state of Idaho, we are working with the Bureau of Reclamation on constructing
additional water supply storage at Anderson Ranch Dam on the Boise River. The WIIN Act has been
instrumental in bringing federal funding to assist my state and our water users in raising this dam and
provide the much needed additional water storage in an important economic river basin. If confirmed,
will you continue to work with us te complete this process and increase this storage capacity at the
Anderson Ranch Dam?

Response: Yes. T am aware that Reclamation made a determination of feasibility for this project and has
allocated the full federal share of funding for this project under the WIIN Act. The Fiscal Year 2021
appropriations legislation secured $12.88 million in WIIN Act funding for the Federal cost share to
finalize environmental compliance and construction.

Question 2. Idaho recently had two federal irrigation projects — A&B Iirigation District and Minidoka
Trrigation District - successfully take title to their facilities from the Bureau of Reclamation. Iled
legislation in the Senate that was eventually enacted by Congress and the previous administration and
view these title transfers as a huge success for our state — properly placing the ownership of irrigation
water delivery infrastructure in the hands of Idaho water users.

a. Will you commit to work with this Committee to continue the title transfer program that
was so successfully used to transfer title to these two irrigation districts in Idaho?

Response: Yes, if confirmed, I will continue to ensure that Reclamation implements the title transfer
program consistent with Congressional direction, including the four title transfer projects in Washington,
New Mexico, and Utah we submitted this year. The title transfer program has relied on active
patticipation by Reclamation’s local partners and robust public outreach. Our experience is that title
transfers - facilitated by local partners who work with all stakeholders and interested parties to address all
questions and concerns - have been successful and garner broad support.

Question 3: In Idaho, we have a collaborative group including the Nez Perce Tribe, the Lewiston
Orchards Trrigation District, and the local county, city, and Chamber of Commerce known as the Lower
Clearwater Exchange Project. It was formed over a decade ago to resolve water supply issues for the
irrigation district and endangered species and Tribal trust issues surrounding the Lewiston Orchards
Project. This resulted in mediation and agreement to send water that would be diverted by the irrigation
district back into streams for endangered fish as wells providing replacement water were drilled. The
Bureau of Reclamation has assisted both technically and financially on this project over the last decade. If
confirmed:
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a. Can you commit to learning about this preject? Will you continue to use Reclamation
resources to support this project?

Response: Yes, if confirmed, I commit to learning about this project and keeping your office apprised of
its status and Reclamation will continue to support this project and collaborate with the project partners.

Question 4: Aquifer recharge is a point of pride in Idaho. Diverse interests in our state have come
together and surpassed goals year after year to recharge an aquifer that provides water to a significant
portion of our state. At the end of the last Congress, legislation Iled in the Senate, the Aquifer Recharge
Flexibility Act, was included in a larger bill that was signed into law. This bill allowed the use of
Reclamation land and facilities for recharge, which could significantly aid in our recharge efforts.

a. If confirmed, will you work to effectively and expeditiously implement this legislation?

Response: Yes, if confirmed, T will work to learn more about and implement this authority to help
provide additional water resources. Currently, Reclamation is working with the State of Idaho to support
recharge efforts in the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer.

Question S: Hydropower is incredibly important to the Idaho, providing the majority of our state’s energy
needs. Preserving hydroelectric facilities was even cited by the National Academies of Science,
Engineering, and Medicine as a necessity for reaching carbon emission targets.

a. Do you agree hydropower is a clean and renewable resource?

Response: Hydropower is a clean, renewable and reliable resource providing carbon-free energy to the
West.

b. Do you support the continued use of already-operating hydropower projects, and do you
support additional hydropower development?

Response: The Bureau of Reclamation is the second largest provider of hydropower in the country, and as
Commissioner I would be committed to responsibly managing our hydropower projects. If confirmed, 1
will continue to ensure the safety and efficiency of our dams is an essential part of Reclamation’s
hydropower operations and continue to seek new and environmentally friendly hydropower projects.

Question 6: The issue of aging infrastructure is a critical issue for many Reclamation projects across the
West. While there is certainly a role for Congress to play in helping to address this issue, it is also vitally
important that the agency use all tools available to efficiently repair and improve aging infrastructure. If
confirmed, will you:
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a. Expedite all processes to get resources to the ground to fulfill projects as efficiently as
possible?

Response: I am grateful for the leadership of this Committee in enacting the Aging Infrastructure
Account as a part of the solution of repairing aging infrastructure and look forward to working with
Congress to ensure it is implemented and funded. Addressing aging infrastructure at Reclamation projects
will ensure that in these drought conditions water infrastructure is operating as efficiently as possible to
maximize our resources in these changing operating conditions. Updating our aging water infrastructure
is a priority of this administration and, if confirmed, I will work to fulfill these important projects
expeditiously.

b. Coordinate across other federal agencies to maximize infrastructure investments?

Response: Updating our aging water infrastructure is a priority of this administration across federal
agencies. I am committed to working with our federal partners to ensure coordination among agencies.

Question 7. The Bureau of Reclamation is an agency that requires leadership not just in Washington, but
even more importantly, on the ground. Water users in Idaho have greatly appreciated Commissioners that
have had regular, on the ground meetings. If confirmed, will you commit to continue engaging
stakeholders directly on issues affecting Reclamation projects?

Response: Our stakeholders are our partners; especially given the unprecedented dry year we are
experiencing. If confirmed, T am committed to continue our ongoing engagement with stakeholders in
Idaho and across the West to manage, develop, and protect our water resources. Reclamation appreciates
the knowledge and expertise of water users in addressing infrastructure and water resource management
challenges.

Question 8: The Bureau of Reclamation several years ago completed a report entitled “Managing for
Excellence” — a review and critique of bureau processes, stakeholder outreach, and financial and human
resource needs for Reclamation’s future. While this report is several years old, T am told many parts of it
are still relevant to improving today’s Bureau of Reclamation operations and policies in meeting critical
water resource needs in the most efficient and effective way possible.

a. Can you commit to looking into this report and provide my office with any updates needed
to ensure that its implementation will continue to improve Reclamation programs, processes,
outreach, and transparency with its stakeholders?

Response: I believe the Managing for Excellence initiative produced many lasting benefits to
Reclamation programs that are memorialized in policies and practices in place today in areas such as
project management, engineering and design services, stakeholder engagement, asset management, and
other. Yes, if confirmed, T commit to keeping your office apprised of actions taken in response to
improve Reclamation programs, processes, outreach, and transparency with our stakeholders.
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Questions from Senator Daines

Question 1: Ms. Touton, do you support increasing hydropower development and production on
Bureau of Reclamation operated dams?

Response: Yes. These actions allow Reclamation and our partners to derive additional value and revenue
from existing public infrastructure.

Question 2: Ms. Touton, the Bureau of Reclamation manages 25 dams in Montana, many of which are
currently non-powered dams that have the potential to produce clean, carbon-free electricity. How can
USBR work with local districts and congress to power existing nen-powered dams?

Response: I am aware that Reclamation has an established lease of power privilege (LOPP) program and
is committed to facilitating the development of non-federal hydropower on Reclamation projects - via the
LOPP or Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) permitting process. It is my understanding that
acting on this commitment, Reclamation has undertaken a number of activities including the completion
of two resource assessments, identifying technical hydropower potential at existing Reclamation facilities.
If confirmed, I would be pleased ensure that work between Reclamation, local districts and Congress
continues on this topic.

Question 3: Ms. Touton, approximately half of Montana’s power production comes from hydropower.
The Bureau of Reclamation manages a number of hydropower dams that help produce carbon-free,
baseload power for Montana communities. If confirmed, what steps will you take to ensure these dams
continue to provide power to our communities for generations to come?

Response: I believe it is important for constructed facilities, including those built for the generation
of hydropower, that Reclamation follows an asset management strategy that categorizes repair
needs to address risks and benefits associated with major rehabilitation and replacement activities.
1 recognize that longevity of Reclamation’s infrastructure is achieved through preventive
maintenance programs, capital improvement planning, and substantial investment in major
rehabilitation and replacement activities. If confirmed, I would work to ensure that Reclamation
continues to use these approaches to keep infrastructure operating past its original design life.
Working with Congress, I would also endeavor to ensure that we can continue to make targeted
investment to assure that projects can deliver benefits far into the future. If confirmed, I look
forward to working with you in meeting our mission as the second largest hydropower producer in
the nation,

10
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Question 4: Ms. Touton, the St. Mary’s Milk River project is one of the oldest Bureau of Reclamation
water systems in the country. The system is in dire need of repair, as evidenced by the catastrophic failure
of a drop structure last summer. If confirmed, will you work with my office to adjust the federal cost-
share to ensure rehabilitation of the system can move forward expeditiously?

Response: If confirmed, 1 would work to ensure that Reclamation continues to work with our customers,
your office, the State of Montana, and the entire Montana delegation on solutions that appropriately share
the rehabilitation costs among those that receive the benefits of the project and that are in the interest of
the Nation.

Question 5: Ms. Touton, the ARPA interim final rule limited water infrastructure project eligibility to
those projects eligible under the Clean and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds. This severely limited
eligible projects in Western states. If confirmed, will you commit to work with Treasury to ensure
water infrastructure funds under ARPA can be applied towards water storage and dam projects
like the St. Mary’s Milk River project?

Response: Updating our aging water infrastructure, like the Milk River Project, is a priority of this
administration, and I will work to fulfill these important projects expeditiously consistent with our
resources. We are committed to working with our federal, state, and local stakeholders, Indian Tribes, and
partners to use all appropriate funding mechanisms, including those you mention, to meet that goal.

Question 6: Ms. Touton, as it relates to hydropower resiliency and maintaining hydropower
production during times of drought, what do you believe USBR should do to optimize the amount of
power that can be produced given the available water supplies?

Response: In my experience, we must take into consideration the needs of all of our project beneficiaries
including the power customers, the water users, recreationists, and fish and wildlife. If confirmed, T will
work to ensure that Reclamation is engaged with our stakeholders and reviewing the science to ensure the
water is most efficiently managed. Reclamation is engaging in multiple hydropower initiatives, including
development of hydropower optimization systems and capital investments to mitigate drought impacts,
and continues to look opportunities to safeguard hydropower production.

Question 7: Ms. Touton, President Biden’s 2022 budget request for the USBR includes $3.4 million to
expand renewable energy implementation by increasing Reclamation project hydropower capabilities and
value. If confirmed, how do you think USBR can leverage the benefits provided by increasing
hydrepower production to help reduce current and potential project operating costs?

Response: I recognize that Reclamation has a long, successful history delivering reliable, low-cost
hydropower to our customer groups. As hydropower is a renewable, clean energy resource, Reclamation’s
hydropower program serves the Administration’s clean energy and climate change initiatives. Ibelieve
investments should be targeted to achieve cost stability of hydropower resources while maintaining high
reliability, maximize benefits of hydropower through increased efficiencies, and enhance scientific
capacity and technological tools necessary to increase hydropower performance. Hydropower power
investment can provide a steady source of revenue for project repayment and investment, while ensuring
that Reclamation hydropower remains a long-term, cost-competitive energy resource.
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Question 8: Ms. Touton, two years ago litigation on a structure within the St. Mary’s Milk River system
threatened the continued supply of water resulting in further consultation and construction requirements
by the Bureau of Reclamation. If confirmed, how will you prioritize funding and limited resources
between operations, maintenance, and rehabilitation of water resource projects, new construction,
and compliance with endangered species and environmental regulations?

Response: It is very important to me that Reclamation successfully execute its mission to provide reliable
water supply in an environmentally sound manner. Reclamation’s holistic asset management approach
relies on condition assessments, facility performance metrics, technological research and deployment, and
strategic collaboration to inform and improve the management of assets and deal with infrastructure
maintenance challenges. If confirmed as Commissioner, I will seek opportunities to leverage this
approach to assure that projects like St. Mary’s and others in the Reclamation states continue to deliver
critical benefits to those who rely on them.

Question 9: Ms. Touton, Montana is experiencing severe drought, threatening water reliability,
availability, and supply. If confirmed, how will you guide the agency in making decisions to mitigate
the impact for rural communities, agriculture, and wildlife?

Response: | take Reclamation’s core mission of water reliability, availability, and supply to heart, and it
must drive everything we do, in dry years and wet years. Facing this year’s historic drought — I am
committed to looking at all of the authorities that we have to maximize our response to the ongoing
effects of drought in an environmentally responsible manner. If confirmed, I'll leverage those programs to
maximize the continued delivery of water and power in Montana and across the west.
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Questions from Senator Murkowski

Question 1: President Roosevelt signed the Reclamation Act in 1902 to help address water scarcity and
lack of settlement in western states by improving water storage and transmission systems for irrigation
projects. Although the Bureau of Reclamation does not have a large presence in Alaska, the Bureau was
integral in the development of the Eklutna Project near Anchorage, which was authorized in 1950 and
completed in 1955. While Alaska faces some different water challenges than typical Reclamation states in
the lower 48, it still faces significant water challenges, including drought, lack of water storage, and aging
water infrastructure.

a. In what ways can the Bureau of Reclamation use its authorities and resources to help
address some of the water challenges that Alaska faces?

Response: [ recognize that Reclamation recently received authority from Congress to extend the benefits
of the WaterSMART Program to the states of Alaska and Hawaii. As it does in other western states,
Reclamation can use this authority in Alaska to provide assistance to entities seeking to stretch limited
water supplies to reduce conflicts, facilitate solutions to complex water issues, and meet the growing
needs of expanding municipalities, domestic energy development, the environment, and agriculture. If
confirmed, I would work to ensure that Reclamation works with Alaska stakeholders interested in
pursuing WaterSMART.

b. Alaskais currently eligible for WaterSmart grants and should the Infrastructure and Jobs Act be
signed into law, Alaska would also be eligible for the small water storage and groundwater storage
projects program established under that bill, given that the Bureau of Reclamation does not
have a huge presence in the state, can you commit to conducting a training for interested
stakeholders in Alaska in order to provide awareness and guidance for my constituents on
how they apply for some of these competitive grant resources?

Response: Yes, if confirmed, I will commit to Reclamation providing informational sessions for
interested stakeholders in Alaska to promote awareness of opportunities associated with authorized
competitive grant programs. Since entities in Alaska became eligible for WaterSMART funding,
Reclamation has conducted outreach with Alaska stakeholders, and we are already seeing interest in the
program. For example, in June 2021, Reclamation selected the Chugach Regional Resources

Commission, the Southeast Alaska Watershed Coalition and Metlakatla Indian Community Department of
Fish and Wildlife, and the Kenai Watershed Forum for WaterSMART Cooperative Watershed
Management Program funding to expand their watershed-based approaches to addressing water
management issues.
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Question from Senator Kelly

Question: If confirmed, do I have your commitment that the Bureau of Reclamation will move
forward with its feasibility study for mitigating sediment on the Verde River in Arizona?

Response: I am committed to ensuring that Reclamation moves forward with the Verde Reservoirs
Sediment Mitigation Study and to managing, developing, and protecting water resources on the Verde
River and throughout Arizona and the West, and, if confirmed, look forward to working with the
Congress to identify the appropriate authority and resources to do so.
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Questions from Ranking Member John Barrasso

Question 1: You have extensive experience leading efforts to reform zoning laws. You have supported

policies like locating multi-family housing in historically single-family neighborhoods, allowing single-
family homeowners to construct additional dwelling units on their greenspace, and reducing the amount
of available parking.

On July 28, 2019 you wrote,

“As a zoning official, I'm usually the last person to advocate for federal intrusion into local
decision-making. But the problems of housing inequality and segregation are too big for localities
1o tackle piecemeal.”

a. Do you hold this belief today?

Answer: Yes in that I believe, as a former local official, that federal intrusion into local decision-
making is not preferable, yet I also recognize that the federal government has long played an
important role in tackling housing inequality and segregation.

b. Do you believe the federal government should legislate with regard to zoning laws in order to
prescribe what should be allowed at the local level?

Answer: The federal government already plays a role in zoning, including, for example, through
the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act of 2000, which overrides local zoning of
religious institutions. Whether Congress should firther legislate with regard to zoning laws is up
to Congress.

c. Would it be appropriate for you, as Chairman of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, to
advise the President and Congress with regard to local zoning and the types of reforms you have
proposed?

Answer: The Advisory Council has a statutory scope relating to historic places (and not, for
example, to urban planning more generally). If confirmed as its Chair, I will exercise my duties in
accordance with its statutory scope.

Question 2: Traditionally, the Council has promoted the preservation, enhancement, and sustainable use
of our nation’s diverse historic resources, and advised the President and Congress on national historic
preservation policy. On June 24, 2021, you tweeted about the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation:
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“It plays a role in reviewing many federal infrastructure projects & advises on agencies’
preservation activities. But just as important is ACHP's potential 1o ensure that preservation is ‘at
the table’ during important national conversations about housing, transportation infrastructure,
economic development, energy policy, and the arts — & that the preservation field advances
sustainability, inclusive growth, innovation, and cultural inclusion— to preserve and honor the
history of all of us, not just some.”

a. What do you envision as your role at ACHP?

Answer: If confirmed as Chair, I would ensure that the Advisory Council continues to fulfill its
statutory duties in its assistance and advising in agency reviews of federal infrastructure projects
and in its advising on preservation activities. In addition, I would help ensure that, within the
Advisory Council’s statutory scope, the issue of preservation is considered across any federal
policymaking areas that might affect historic properties.

b. Do you plan to expand the scope of topics the Council advises the President and Congress on and
if so what are those topics?

Answer: [f confirmed as Chair, I plan to exercise my duties in accordance with the Advisory
Council’s statutory scope, which is specific to historic properties.

Question 3: A key function of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation is to guide federal agencies
and other participants in the federal historic preservation review process established by section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act. The process requires federal agencies to consider effects of projects
on historic properties and provides the Council an opportunity to comment prior to a final decision being
made. Many projects at the Department of the Interior are required to go through the 106 process and you
could be involved in almost all of these decisions.

a. Will you commit to ensuring this process will be implemented the way Congress intended when
enacting the National Historic Preservation Act?

Answer: Yes.
b. Will you commit to not politicizing the 106 process?
Answer: Yes.

Question 4: On November 9, 2020, Executive Director Fowler announced his resignation and officially
retired on January 2, 2021. If confirmed, you will have the authority to appoint the next Executive
Director, who oversees the daily operations of the Council.
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a. As only the second person to ever be nominated for this position, please describe what
characteristics and qualifications you will look for when appointing a new Executive Director, and
what priorities you will seek to implement at ACHP.

Answer: First and foremost, I would prioritize someone with integrity: the credibility of the
Advisory Council, whose central role is one of collaborator and advisor, depends on its having
leaders on whose word all parties may rely. Expertise in managing interagency relationships,
tribal consultation, and processes similar to Section 106 would also be a key priority in the next
Executive Director.

Question S: You are being nominated for a position that requires you to lead a Council of 24 statutory
members, one of which you currently advise, the National Trust for Historic Preservation. I am concerned
about the conflict of interest this poses.

a. Will you commit to this committee that you’ll be able to adhere to your ethics agreement?
Answer: Yes.

b. Will you represent the Council and not just yourself or entities with which you have had previous
associations?

Answer: Yes.
c. Will you recuse yourself from matters that involve the National Trust for Historic Preservation?

Answer: In determining whether I recuse myself from any matter, I will abide by all applicable
ethics rules and my ethics agreement. For the record, my role at the National Trust for Historic
Preservation is as one of a large group of uncompensated volunteers who meet only quarterly (for
60-90 minutes each time), and who play no decision-making, supervisory, financial, contractual,
or staff role at the National Trust. An advisor, such as myself, is not considered a trustee, officer,
and director of the National Trust. Please also note for the record that the National Trust was
chartered by Congress in 1949, and in accordance with federal law (54 U.S.C. § 312104), two
members of the Cabinet (the Interior Secretary and the Attorney General) serve as ex officio
members of the Trust’s Board of Trustees.

Question 6: The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation “‘promotes the preservation,
enhancement, and sustainable use of our nation’s diverse historic resources, and advises the President and
the Congress on national historic preservation policy.”

a. Will you commit to protecting ACHP processes and recommendations from political interference?

Answer: Yes.

[
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Question 7: You are the founder of an organization called Desegregate Connecticut,

where you’ve advocated for reforming zoning laws in Connecticut. Specifically, you helped pass a bill
that eliminated the terms “overcrowding of land” and “undue concentration of population”

from state law as legal bases for zoning regulations.

a. Please explain to the committee what problems these changes were intended to address.

Answer: Public Act 21-29 was passed by the Connecticut General Assembly. Its explanation of
the bill's provisions can be found here: hitps: Avww.cga.ct. gov2021/BA/PDF /202 [ HB-06107-
ROI0716-BAPDFE. While the Desegregate Connecticut coalition did not specifically opine as a
coalition on the language cited above, please note that the general goals of the 78-nonprofit
coalition are threefold: inclusive economic prosperity, a cleaner environment, and greater equity.
The coalition includes representatives of the business comnnunity (such as the Homebuilders and
Remodelers Association, a community development bank, several nonprofit real estate developers,
and the American Institute of Architects), the environmental community (such as the Sierra Clib
and Save the Sound), and community and neighborhood groups, because all recognize that they
share a common interest in data-driven land use reforms to allow more housing, in the vight
places, is better for the economy, environment, and equity.

Question 8: In your professional and personal opinion, when is the best time to engage public input and
involve State Historic Preservation Offices and other interested parties during the permitting process?

Answer: Parties should be engaged in the permitting process as early as possible.

Question 9: You have written extensively about your support for solar energy, green buildings, and
microgrids. In your article entitled, Energy in the Ecopolis, you wrote “In the future, in order for our cities
to be more regenerative, we must close the metabolic toop. Our cities must both use less energy and
produce energy in a more thoughtful way.”

a. Do you believe oil and gas production should continue to be a part of the energy mix moving
forward?

Answer: Oil and gas production will continue 1o be a part of the energy mix for years to come.

Question 10: ENR Minority staff conducted research and reviewed your Twitter posts leading up to your
nomination hearing on September 21, 2021. As of September 21, 2021, your Twitter account does not
show any tweets prior to June 21, 2021, even though staff have previously reviewed your tweets prior to
this date. Since the initial review was conducted, the following tweets relevant to the position you have
been nominated for, have been inaccessible.

o On July 10, 2021 you retweeted @TheRegReview, “The Interior Department’s failure to address
climate change has hindered property owners’ attempts to preserve historic landmarks,
(@sarabronin of @CornellLaw argues.”
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On June 15, 2021 you tweeted: “ICYMI — Bears Ears on its way (hopefully) to reinstatement of
boundaries:[she shared a tweet from @savebearsears that stated] “@SecDebHaaland “has advised
President Biden to reinstate boundaries at #BearsEars and Grand Staircase-Escalante in Utah, and
also in a marine area off New England. All were reduced by former President Donald J. Trump.”
#RestoreBearsEars #HonorTribes”

On June 14, 2021 you tweeted: “ICYMI: A week ago, @Interior @NatlParkService announced it
was withdrawing the Trump administration-proposed changes to the National Register:
https://bit.ly/3gu9H7e I just posted my 2019 comment about this on @SSRN https://bit.ly/3xkSynj
Glad nothing will come of it!”

On June 14, 2021 you tweeted, “Good morning! The illustrated @NatlParkService

flood guidelines are out, making the guidelines more understandable!: https://bit.ly/3zuTInF
Congrats to Jenifer Eggleston, Jennifer Parker & Jennifer Wellock.”

On May 20, 2021 you tweeted numerous times stating, “#NationalPreservationMonth publication
announcement: "Law’s Disaster: Heritage at Risk” has been published by @Columbial.aw Journal
of Environmental Law: http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3609930...Basic
idea?: We don’t protect valuable historic & cultural sites (from Mesa Verde & @StatueEllisNPS
to your beloved main street!) from natural hazards. What can we do about it? 1a) Pre-disaster
prep: Fund @NatlParkService & State Historic Preservation Offices to digitize (at a minimum)
National Register properties + eventually State/locally-designated properties too. 1b) Pre-disaster
prep: Assess disaster risks beyond just sea level rise. This kind of planning isn't really happening -
not even in state hazard mitigation plans - and it's the smart thing to do...2) Mitigate disaster
effects: Expand @Interior Dep’t’s "Secretary’s Standards” & related Guidelines & official
interpretations to ensure sites can withstand hazards or are properly moved/deconstructed if there
are no better options. How should we expand them? That's easy: include hazards beyond flooding
& resources beyond buildings! Without changing the Standards, we lose more historic sites. (For
more on this, see my forthcoming @ColumbiaGSAPP book chapter:
http://papers.ssm.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3626043... 3) Post-disaster recovery: As a
start, implement buyout programs that consider historic fabric, design clearer standards for debris,
& give preservationists a seat at the funding/strategy table. The paper covers both federal laws (the
(@fema Stafford Act, the Flood Insurance Program, & the National Historic Preservation Act) and
efforts by CT, LA, Annapolis, Philadelphia, Charleston, & New Orleans... Before concluding that
we aren’t doing nearly enough at all levels, and a more robust, coordinated federal response is
desperately needed.”

On April 22, 2021 you tweeted, “In a video for this event, I answered the prompt — “How should
preservation respond to climate change?” — with two priorities: (1) Secretary's Standards - actually
thwart climate response!: https:/bit.ly/2AmzqNZ (2) Disaster law - heritage is at risk!:
hitps://bit.ly/3el 119H”



126

U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
September 21, 2021 Hearing: The Daniel-Davis, Touton, and Bronin Nominations
Answers to Questions for the Record Submitted to Ms. Sara C. Bronin

a. Please confirm that these are your statements posted on Twitter.

Answer: While I do not have the original statements on any media or in any form, they all appear
1o be things I would have said, and I will thus claim them as my statements.

b. Do you still hold the views stated in these Tweets even though they have since been taken
down or deleted?

Answer: Yes. The views stated in these Tweets primarily are either factual (e.g., that the NPS has
published flooding guidelines) or summarize and link to longer scholarly papers I have written.

c. Please confirm that you deleted these posts.
Answer: [ believe that Twitter should be treated as an ephemeral form of social media best used
for celebration, announcements, quick observations, and connections. Like many other users, I
have long used an auto-delete function; in my case, the period for automatic deletion is three
months. If confirmed as Chair of the Advisory Council, I would abide in my use of social media by
all pertinent record-keeping policies and procedures.

d. Ifin fact you did delete these Tweets, please explain in detail why you deleted them.
Answer: See above.

e. Were you directed to take these Tweets down by any person?

Answer: No.

f. Please provide us with a catalog of all of your Tweets associated with the Twitter account
(@sarabronin.

Answer: All available Tweets are online at http:/twitter.com/sarabronin. I do not have access to
Tweets deleted by the auto-delete function.

Question 11: On June 15, 2021 you tweeted: “ICYMI — Bears Ears on its way (hopefully) to
reinstatement of boundaries:[she shared a tweet from @savebearsears that stated] “@SecDebHaaland
“has advised President Biden to reinstate boundaries at #BearsEars and Grand Staircase-Escalante in
Utah, and also in a marine area off New England. All were reduced by former President Donald J.
Trump.” #RestoreBearsEars #HonorTribes”

What role would the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation have in advising the Secretary of
the Interior over the use of the Antiquities Act in the establishment of national monuments?
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Answer: In 2017, the Advisory Council advised the Secretary of the Interior on the Bears Ears
site, and I would not prioritize having the Advisory Council issue any additional such advice, if
confirmed as Chair.

Question 12: On June 14, 2021 you tweeted: “ICYMI: A week ago, @Interior @NatlParkService
announced it was withdrawing the Trump administration-proposed changes to the National Register:
https://bit.ly/3gu9H7e 1 just posted my 2019 comment about this on @SSRN https://bit.ly/3xkSynj Glad
nothing will come of it!”

a. What role would the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation have in advising the Secretary of
the Interior over changes to the National Register?

Answer: The Advisory Council has long worked with the Department of the Interior in a
collaborative manner to suggest policy and program improvements. In such collaboration, the
Advisory Council plays an advisory role.

Question 13: On June 14, 2021 you tweeted, “Good morning! The illustrated @NatlParkService
flood guidelines are out, making the guidelines more understandable!: https:/bit.ly/3zuTInF Congrats to
Jenifer Eggleston, Jennifer Parker & Jennifer Wellock.”

a. What role would the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation have in advising the National
Park Service on flood guidelines or other matters?

Answer: Same answer as Question 12.

Question 14: Will you commit to not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter in
which you know that you have a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the matter?

Answer: Yes.
Question 15: Your nomination to role of ACHP chair was announced on ACHP.gov on June 24.
a. Did you work with the ACHP in drafting the June 24 press release?

Answer: The Advisory Council’s staff provided me with a draft press release, based almost word-
Jfor-word on publicly available bios, prior to its release.

b. Why was your forthcoming book, Key fo City, mentioned in a press release on a government
website?

Answer: The book, which has not been published and is not commercially available, is mentioned
on all of my publicly available bios as a scholarly work-in-progress and item of biographical
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interest. If confirmed as Chair, I will not include the titles of any of my commercially available
publications on any official bios or government websites.

Questions from Senator James E., Risch

Question 1. In your testimony, you mentioned that the ACHP plays the role of a convener, collaborator,
and advisor in federal decisions with Section 106, If confirmed, to what extent would you expect
Congress to take ACHP advice into consideration?

Answer: Whether Congress takes the Advisory Council’s advice into consideration is up to
Congress, but I believe that Congress will be more likely to take its advice if the Advisory Council
continues to perform its advisory function with integrity and in an apolitical way in service of
historic places. If appointed as Chair, I would ensure that the Advisory Council will be open to
bipartisan collaboration and will be available to assist members of Congress in their pursuit and
their understanding of policies that can protect and preserve our shared heritage.

Question 2: In June of 2015, you wrote in the Fnvironmental Law Reporter “Modern cities consume
energy in tremendous amounts for heating, cooling, lighting, and even transportation. Ninety percent of
this consumption is fueled by either fossil fuels (coal, natural gas, and petroleum) or nuclear electric
power. None of these sources is (sic) renewable. All have tremendous negative environmental effects.”
Now in 2021, nuclear energy provides over half of the nation’s carbon-free electricity — my understanding
is that one nuclear power plant in your home state of Connecticut generates 38% of the state’s power.
Nuclear power is both clean and environmentally safe when responsibly utilized. Furthermore, this
Administration has acknowledged that nuclear energy is essential for reaching its carbon reduction
targets.

a. Do you agree with this administration that nuclear energy is a key component of providing carbon
free electricity into the future?

Answer: Nuclear production will continue to be a part of the energy mix for years to come.

b. If so, can you reconcile this with your past comments? If not, would your personal beliefs about
nuclear energy affect your decisions should you be confirmed for this position?

Answer: My prior, personal beliefs would not override ACHP processes, decision-making criteria,
or votes as they relate to nuclear energy-—or any other issue. Please note that if confirmed as Chair,
I'would have just one of twenty-four votes on the Council.

Question 3: The ACHP works alongside federal agencies in historic preservation projects, including
several in the state of Idaho. If confirmed, will you commit to full transparency in any considerations the

Council advises on?

Answer: Yes.
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Question 4: The National Historic Preservation Act requires the ACHP and other federal agencies to
consult with and give ample opportunity for community members to comment on proposed decisions. If
confirmed, how will you ensure successful communication with community members who may be
affected by federal decisions?

Answer: Iwill review ACHP processes to ensure that community engagement occurs in a timely
manner. If your office has suggestions in mind, I would be happy to work with your office to
understand and review them.

Question 5: Can you describe your understanding of the term “multiple use?”

Answer: When referring to federal public land management, I understand the term “multiple use”
to refer to both the resources and uses of such lands, which according to federal law (43 US.C. §
1702(c)) must be balanced in a way that meets the needs of both current and future generations.

Question 6: In December of 2020, you wrote an op-ed in the L4 Times that argued that the “criteria and
process for historic designation must be retooled” in order to create a more diverse set of historic places.
What do you believe is needed in order to accomplish this “retooling?”

Answer: I have written that the National Register criteria, and particularly the “integrity”
criterion, should be reviewed to ensure that they do not impose unnecessary barriers to
underserved communities, including rural and main street communities, seeking to access
National Register designation and the benefits that are associated with it. That said, I recognize
that only Congress or the Department of the Interior may change the criteria for the National
Register of Historic Places. The Advisory Council has long worked with Congress and the
Department of the Interior in a collaborative manner to suggest policy and program
improvements. In such collaboration, the Advisory Council plays an advisory function. If
confirmed as Chair of the Advisory Council, I would be interested in seeing whether other
members of the Council, which includes a representative from the Department of the Interior, are
interested in exploring this issue.

Questions from Senator Steve Daines

Question 1: Ms. Bronin, tribal consultation and coordination with local tribal historic preservation
offices should be a top priority for the Council. What actions will you take to ensure that tribal voices are
heard when making decisions?

Answer: I agree that tribal consultation and coordination is a top priority for the Advisory
Council. The Advisory Council has long been a leader in ensuring tribal voices are heard. If
confirmed as its Chair, I will commit to meetings with tribal leaders early in my tenure and to
working with your office to understand how this process can be improved.
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Question 2: Ms. Bronin, I strongly believe that local communities should have a greater say in federal
actions or designations that occur in their communities. If confirmed. How will you ensure you are
hearing from focal communities before making decisions?

Answer: The Advisory Council does not play a substantive, decision-making role in other federal
agency actions, nor does it play a role in any federal designation process. With that in mind, as
someone who has worked as a publicly-appointed local regulator, I agree that local communities
should be welcomed and encouraged to participate in processes affecting them. In addition, the
Section 106 process has a mechanism for including local communities during consultations.

Question 3: Ms. Bronin, what will be your top priorities for the Advisory Council if you are confirmed
as Chairman?

Answer: If confirmed as Chair, based on what I have learned and heard to date, [ would
prioritize: (1) ensuring the agency conducts its Section 106 reviews with integrity and in keeping
with Congressional direction; and, (2) in collaboration with many stakeholders, advising on
policies to better tailor disaster recovery response to historic places, develop procedural
efficiencies, support the 59 state and territorial historic preservation offices, 574 federally-
recognized tribes (which include 204 tribal historic preservation offices), and Native Hawaiian
organizations, and facilitate private investment in preservation, whether through leasing or
transferring historic federal properties or through improving the historic preservation tax credit.
Already, the Advisory Council has made progress in some of these areas.

Question 4: Ms. Bronin, do you believe that the Council’s reach or authority needs to be expanded in
order for it to accomplish its historic preservation mission?

Answer: No.

Question 5: Ms. Bronin, what role do you believe the council should play in energy leasing and
development on federal lands?

Answer: The Advisory Council should perform its statutory role, which is to assist and advise on
the review of projects that are considered undertakings under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act. The Advisory Council has no statutory role in negotiating, procuring, or
approving such leasing and development.

Question from Senator Lisa Murkowski

Question: As the United States continues to economically recover from COVID-19, it is essential that
projects to modernize and maintain our nation’s infrastructure are completed in a timely manner to meet
the needs of growing businesses and allow for them to compete in the global economy. In 2015, the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation was directed in the FAST Act to issue an exemption from
Section 106 consultation requirements for projects impacting rail properties on their rights-of-way,

10
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consistent with the exemption given to Interstate Highways in 2005. However, the Council instead issued
a program comment that imposes infeasible burdens on railroads and that fails to provide the relief
contemplated by Congress. In the fiscal year 2021 Omnibus, Congress then encouraged the Council to
continue working with the FRA and railroads to provide the relief intended in the FAST Act. Again, the
Council was unwavering in its refusal to provide the relief intended by Congress and has instead chosen
to keep intact a program comment that undermines railroads’ ability to complete projects in timely
fashion to better serve their customers’ needs.

a. As Chairman, do I have your commitment to ensure the Council provides the exemption for
railroad rights-of-way that is contemplated in the FAST Act?

Answer: It is my understanding that the Advisory Council’s current position is that it has issued a
program comment that includes exemptions and complies with the requirements of the FAST Act.
However, | commit to listening carefully to stakeholders to better understand relevant issues,
constraints, and consequences of this program comment.

Question from Senator Mazie K. Hirono

Question: If you are confirmed as Chairman of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, how
would you ensure that the concems of stakeholders committed to preserving the history of the internment
of Japanese Americans regarding the proposed placement of a wind farm within sight of the Minidoka
National Historic Site are heard?

Answer: If the referenced project triggers the Section 106 process, the Advisory Council would
urge the lead federal agency to carefully consider the views of these stakeholders as part of its
consulting process. If confirmed as Chair, I would work with your office to learn more about this
project and to ensure early consultation.

Questions frem Senatoer Bill Cassidy

Questions: Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires Federal agencies to take into
account the effects of their undertakings on historic properties, and historic properties are any prehistoric
or historic districts, sites, buildings, structures, or objects that are eligible for or already listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. However, in order to be eligible for the Historic Tax Credit, a
property must be listed on the National Register of Historic Places and be “income producing” as a place
of business or with rents units. Many buildings that may be deemed historic for purposes of Section 106
are not for purposes of the Historic Tax Credit.

In order to expand credit eligibility, what are your thoughts on allowing properties either on or eligible for
listing on the National Register to qualify for the credit provided all other requirements are met?
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Answer: I am on the record as a strong supporter of the need to ensure that the federal historic
rehabilitation tax credit and other incentives that promote private-sector investment in our
historic places are more accessible to rural, main street, and undeserved communities. That said,
the Advisory Council has no direct role in administering or regulating the federal historic tax
credit program. Only Congress can change what types of resources are certified historic
structures that qualify for the tax credit, and it has long required actual listing on the National
Register. The Advisory Council has recently advised Congress on changes to the
percentages‘amounts of the tax credit, and not, to my knowledge, about the eligibility-for-listing
requirement. If confirmed as Chair of the Advisory Council, I would be happy to meet with your
office to discuss this issue further and to determine whether the Advisory Council might play a
role in convening relevant stakeholders.

‘What are your thoughts on revisiting and modernizing the Secretary’s Standards for Rehabilitation to
meet today’s modern needs?

Answer: I have written about the need fo modernize the Standards in several recent articles on
energy efficiency (hitps://bit.[y/39BmiCh), disaster response (https.//bit.ly/3el119H), and
sustainability (https://bit. Iy’ 2AmzqNZ). Only Congress or the Department of the Interior can
revisit and modernize the Secretary’s Standards for Rehabilitation. That said, the Advisory
Council has long worked with the Department of the Interior in a collaborative manner 1o suggest
policy and program improvements. In such collaboration, the Advisory Council plays an advisory
Sunction. If confirmed as Chair of the Advisory Council, I would be interested in seeing whether
other members of the Council, which includes a representative from the Department of the
Interior, are interested in exploring this issue.

Questions from Senator Mike Lee
uestion 1: a. Did you tweet this?

“ICYMI — Bears Ears on its way (hopefully) to reinstatement of boundaries: [retweeted post from
@savebearsears that stated] “@SecDebHaaland “has advised President Biden to reinstate
boundaries at #BearsEars and Grand Staircase-Escalante in Utah, and also in a marine area off
New England. All were reduced by former President Donald J. Trump.” #RestoreBearsEars
#HonorTribes.”

Answer: As noted above, while I do not have the original Tweet on any media or in any form, it
appears to be something I would have said, and I will thus claim it as my statement.

b. If yes, why did you delete it?

Answer: As noted above, I believe that Twitter should be treated as an ephemeral form of social
media best used for celebration, announcements, quick observations, and connections. Like many
other users, I have long used an auto-delete function; in my case, the period for automatic

12
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deletion is three months. If confirmed as Chair of the Advisory Council, I would abide in my use
of social media by all pertinent record-keeping policies and procedures.

Question 2: What role would the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation have in advising the
Secretary of Interior over the use of the Antiquities Act in the Establishment of national monuments?

Answer: In 2017, the Advisory Council advised the Secretary of the Interior on the Bears Fars
site, and I would not prioritize having the Advisory Council issue any additional such advice, if
confirmed as Chair.

9%
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CENTRAL ARIZONA PROJECT

September 20, 2021

Chairman Joe Manchin Ranking Member John Barrasso
U.S. Senate Committee on Energy U. S. Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources and Natural Resources

304 Dirksen Senate Building 304 Dirksen Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso:

| am writing on behalf of the Central Arizona Water District (CAWCD) to express support for Camille
Calimlim Touton’s nomination to be Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR). Ms. Calimlim
Touton has the breadth of experience, leadership skills, and substantive knowledge about water
management policy and engineering to succeed in this position.

CAWCD operates the Central Arizona Project, which delivers Colorado River water to more than 5
million people within the State of Arizona. Given the importance of the Colorado River to CAP and its
customers and BOR’s vital role in the Lower Colorado River Basin, we are extremely pleased that the
President has nominated Ms. Calimlim Touton to serve as Commissioner of BOR.

The mission of the BOR is “manage, develop, and protect water and related resources in an
environmentally and economically sound in manner in the interest of the American public.” Ms.
Calimlim Touton'’s significant government service in both the legislative and executive branch, together
with her degrees in engineering and public policy, have enabled her to develop an ideal skill set to lead
BOR in meeting this mission. Indeed, we cannot think of a better candidate to serve as Commissioner.
Ms. Calimlim Touton has served as Professional Staff for the Senate and Energy Natural Resources
Committee and the House Natural Resources Committee as well the Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Water and Science at the Department of the Interior, a position that provides policy leadership to both
the Bureau of Reclamation and the US Geological Survey.

Finally, Ms. Calimlim Touton has a proven track record working with different stakeholders throughout
the West on difficult and complex water issues. She has negotiated Indian water settlements and been
a part of many other negotiations involving various governmental and nongovernmental entities
confronting issues like drought, endangered species, and overallocated basins.

In summary, Ms. Calimlim Touton is exceptionally well-qualified to serve as Commissioner of BOR,
especially during this ongoing and historic drought. We therefore respectfully urge the Senate to
confirm Ms. Calimlim Touton as swiftly as possible.

Sincerely,

Theodore C. Cooke
General Manager

P.0. Box 43020 - Phoenix, AZ 85080-3020 - 23636 North Seventh Street — Phoenix, AZ 85024 - 623-869-2333 - www.cap-az.com
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\CENTRAL UTAH WATER
\ CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

September 21, 2021

The Honorable Senator Joe Manchin Ill, Chairman
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Senator John Barrasso, Ranking Member
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,

On behalf of the Central Utah Water Conservancy District, | write to express support for the nomination of
Camille Calimlim Touton to serve as Commissioner for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation). The
Department of Interior is our partner in constructing the Central Utah Project that delivers Utah’s share of
Colorado River water to 8 counties in Utah. As Utah faces historic drought, it is important that those in
leadership positions understand the unique challenges, laws and policies that govern water management in
the Western United States.

For nearly 15 years, Ms. Touton has served as professional staff on several Congressional committees, but
primarily the House Natural Resources Committee and Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
focusing on Reclamation law, federal water projects, and water policy. She grew a reputation as someone
that could work with water users, federal agencies and congressional offices to negotiate legislation that
would facilitate project development, water conservation, enhance water supplies and resource
management. She also served as Interior’s Deputy Assistant Secretary for Water and Science under the
Obama Administration when the Administration was working with the states and Mexico to develop ongoing
water management solutions for the Colorado River.

As Commissioner, Ms. Touton’s vast experience with water policy and federal water projects will prove
extremely valuable. | encourage the Senate to advance her nomination as soon as possible. Thank you for

your consideration.

Sincerely,

A sNrff

Gene Shawcroft
General Manager

Cc: The Honorable Mike Lee, United States Senate
The Honorable Mitt Romney, United States Senate

1426 EAST 750 NORTH | SUITE 400 | OREM, UTAH 84097 | 801.226.7100 | CUWCD.COM
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The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation
P.0. Box 150, Nespelem, WA 99155 (509) 634-2200
FAX: (509) 634-4116

September 20, 2021

The Honorable Joe Manchin The Honorable John Barrasso
United States Senate United States Senate

304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 304 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Manchin and Barrasso:

On behalf of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation (the “Colville Tribes™ or the
“Tribes™), I would like to express the Tribes’ support for Camille Calimlim Touton to be the
Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation.

The Colville Reservation has a significant Bureau of Reclamation presence with the Grand Coulee
Dam and large areas of its reservoir, Lake Roosevelt, being located within our reservation
boundaries. As such, we believe that any nominee for Commissioner must have experience working
with tribal governments. The Colville Tribes has worked with Ms. Touton since 2008 on several
issues, including the Columbia Basin Fish Accords and pump storage legislation while she worked
on Capitol Hill. We have found her to be both knowledgeable and interested in tribal issues and fully
support her nomination.

T urge the Committee’s swift consideration of Ms. Touton’s nomination and confirmation in the full
Senate. Please feel free to contact me directly with any questions via email

(andy.joseph@colvilletribes.com) or by phone (509-634-2218).

Sincerely,

A CJarl Q-

Andy Joseph, Jr.
CHAIRMAN
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GENERAL MANAGER

The Honorable Senator Joe Manchin Ill, Chairman Stephen . Welch, PE., S.E.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Senator John Barrasso, Ranking Member
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee

304 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso:

On behalf of the Contra Costa Water District, | write to express support for the nomination of Camille
Calimlim Touton to serve as Commissioner for the U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation). Our District receives its water supply from California’s Bay-Delta, which has its own unique
history, challenges, and policies that govern water management for the region. Itisimportant that we
have a Commissioner of Reclamation that will understand these complexities.

In the role of Commissioner, Ms. Touton would contribute her vast experience with and her understanding
of water policy and federal water projects. For nearly 15 years, Ms. Touton has served as professional staff
on several Congressional committees, but primarily the House Natural Resources Committee and Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Committee focusing on Reclamation law, federal water projects, and water
policy. In her various positions, the District has interfaced with her on the development of title transfer
legislation and to advance projects that provide regional solutions for water management. She has
garnered a reputation as someone that could work with water users, federal agencies, and congressional
offices to negotiate legislation that would facilitate project development, water conservation, and
enhance water resource management. Ms. Touton also served as Interior’s Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Water and Science under the Obama Administration.

Ms. Touton’s experience will prove valuable and useful as Reclamation faces the urgency of the drought
situation. | encourage the Senate to advance this nomination as soon as possible. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

Lisa M. Borba, President
Board of Directors

cc The Honorable Dianne Feinstein, United States Senate
The Honorable Alex Padilla, United States Senate

1331 CONCORD AVE, CONCORD, CA 94520 | 925-688-8000 | CCWATER.COM
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July 30, 2021

Chairman Joe Manchin il

Ranking Member John Barrasso

Members of the United State Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
304 Dirksen Senate Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin, Ranking Member Barrasso, and Committee Members:

Please accept this letter of support for Laura Daniel-Davis, President Biden’s nominee to be Assistant
Secretary for Land and Minerals Management in the Department of the Interior.

In my first year as interior Secretary, Laura worked closely with me as Chief of Staff, where she was
instrumental in my understanding of the multiple facets of interior and its diverse constituencies. Her
informed, pragmatic approach to addressing the expectations of the public was very helpful in
prioritizing our work and recognizing the importance of listening to multiple points-of-view.

In Laura’s years of experience at Interior across multiple administrations, she built strong relationships
with stakeholders ranging from industry trade groups to environmental non-profit organizations,
tribes, citizen activists, and the public. She worked closely with my predecessor Secretary Ken Salazar
in initiating effective efforts to stand up renewable energy development on public lands and waters.
She also helped Secretary Salazar and colleagues address the devastating Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill
in the Guif of Mexico from crisis response to creation of the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and
the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement — both important bureaus under the jurisdiction
of the Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management, as well as the Office of Natural
Resources Revenue.

Laura is an advocate for sustainable management and oversight of our public lands and waters to
benefit long-term economic, environmental, and public interests. She will bring a pragmatic and
thoughtful approach to the position of Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management,
working with Secretary Haaland, Members of Congress, and a wide variety of stakeholders to serve the
interests of the American people today and in the future. | encourage your timely support of President
Biden’s nomination of Laura Daniel-Davis to this important position.

Sincerely,
Sally Jewell

U.S. Secretary of the Interior, 2013-17
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o * National Trust for _
9’ ﬁ\\" Historic Preservation

\\ , Save the past. Enrich the future.

September 17, 2021

The Honorable Joe Manchin The Honorable John Barrasso
Chairman Ranking Member

Energy and Natural Resources Energy and Natural Resources
Committee U.S. Senate

U.S. Senate Washington, D.C. 20510

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,

The National Trust for Historic Preservation strongly supports President Biden’s
nomination of Dr. Sara Bronin to the position of Chair of the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation. Dr. Bronin has demonstrated a strong commitment to historic
preservation law and policymaking through her scholarship on historic preservation,
architecture, land use, and property law. We believe Dr. Bronin’s experience qualifies
her to carry out the duties of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation in
making recommendations to the President and Congress on how best to preserve,
enhance, and sustainably use our nation's many historic resources.

The National Trust for Historic Preservation, a private nonprofit organization, was
chartered by Congress in 1949 to “facilitate public participation” in the preservation
of our nation’s heritage and to further the historic preservation policy of the United
States. See 54 U.S.C. § 312102(a). In addition, the National Trust has been
designated by Congress as a member of the federal Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation, which is responsible for working with federal agencies to implement
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Id., §§
304101(8), 304108(a).

In carrying out these responsibilities, the National Trust is committed to protecting
places representing a broad and inclusive historic narrative and effectively utilizing
preservation as a tool for advancing the full scope of our nation’s history. In this
context, we look forward to the important perspectives Dr. Bronin brings from her
experience as a board member of Latinos in Heritage Conservation and leader of the
Connecticut Zoning Atlas. Her roles as a Professor of the Cornell College of
Architecture, Art, and Planning, an Associated Faculty Member of the Cornell Law
School, and a Faculty Fellow of the Cornell Atkinson Center for Sustainability further
demonstrate her impressive expertise in historic preservation, land use, and property
law.

Paul W. Edmondson | PRESIDENT & CEO

The Watergate Office Building 2600 Virginia Avenue NW Suite 1100 Washington, DC 20037
£ pedmondson@savingplaces.org p 202.588.6105 www.SavingPlaces.org
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We are also grateful for Dr. Bronin’s service as an advisor for the National Trust for
Historic Preservation. The National Trust Advisors Program is a select network of
civic and professional preservation leaders, recognized for their expertise and
experience, who use their knowledge and skills to support the work of the
organization specifically and the preservation movement broadly.

We would look forward to working with Dr. Bronin as Chair of the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation and continuing the National Trust’s more than seventy-year
history of working with the Advisory Council. We urge your support of her
nomination.

Sincerely,

QMQ Zm»w—:

Paul W. Edmondson
President & CEO
National Trust for Historic Preservation
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% SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY™
NV 89153

02-258- snwa.com

1001 South Valley View Boulevard « Las

September 21, 2021

The Honorable Senator Joe Manchin III, Chairman
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Senator John Barrasso, Ranking Member
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,

On behalf of the Southern Nevada Water Authority, I write to express support for the nomination
of Camille Calimlim Touton to serve as Commissioner for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation). As Nevada faces unprecedented drought, it is important that those in leadership
positions understand the unique challenges, hydrology, laws and policies that govern water
management in the Western United States. In her role as Commissioner, Ms. Touton would
contribute her vast experience with and her understanding of water policy and federal water
projects.

For nearly 15 years, Ms. Touton has served as professional staff on several Congressional
committees, but primarily the House Natural Resources Committee and Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee focusing on Reclamation law, federal water projects, and water policy. She
grew areputation as someone that could work with water users, federal agencies and congressional
offices to negotiate legislation that would facilitate project development, water conservation,
enhance water supplies and resource management. Ms. Touton also served as Interior’s Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Water and Science under the Obama Administration when the
Administration was working with the states and Mexico to develop ongoing water management
solutions for the Colorado River.

Ms. Touton’s experience will prove valuable and useful as Reclamation faces the urgency of the
drought situation. I encourage the Senate to advance this nomination as soon as possible. Thank
you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
John J. Entsminger

General Manager

Cc: The Honorable Catherine Cortez Masto, United States Senate
The Honorable Jacky Rosen, United States Senate

Wa ict » Boulder City » Clark County Water Reclar istrict = City of Henderson » City of Las Vegas * City of North L gas » L
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July 13,2021

The Honorable joe Manchin The Honorable John Barrasso

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 304 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,

The Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership is a national hunting and fishing conservation
organization working to ensure all Americans have access to quality places to hunt and fish. We
work with our 61 partners across the conservation community to unite and amplify the voices of
America’s more-than 40 million hunters and anglers whose activities help sustain the $778-billion
outdoor recreation economy.

TRCP writes today in strong support of the nomination of Ms. Camille Touton to be the
Commissioner of Reclamation at the Department of the Interior. As both a native Nevadan and
trained engineer, Ms. Touton will bring a deep - and personal - understanding of complex western
water issues, both in the Colorado River Basin, which has now begun its third decade of drought,
and across the west. Her experience on the Hill, in both chambers (including your committee) and
as both majority and minority staff, means that she understands how to work with Congress
successfully to move important policy with adequate funding for implementation. And, as a veteran
of the Department of the Interior, she will also be able to hit the ground running, which will be
critically important in this year of dire drought across the West.

The TRCP urges the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources to move Ms. Touton’s nomination
to successful consideration on the Senate floor. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Whit Fosburgh

President and Chief Executive Officer
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
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September 21, 2021

The Honorable Senator Joe Manchin III, Chairman
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Senator John Barrasso, Ranking Member
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,

On behalf of the Truckee Meadows Water Authority, I write to express support for the nomination of
Camille Calimlim Touton to serve as Commissioner for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. Our region
relies on a combination of federal and non-federal upstream storage reservoirs the operation of which is
governed by the Truckee River Operating Agreement. Also, the district continues to invest in regional
water supply solutions as Nevada is faced with historic and sustained drought. We need a commissioner
who understands the unique challenges, laws and policies that govern water management in the Western

United States.

Ms. Touton’s vast experience in water policy and with federal projects will prove extremely valuable and
useful. For nearly 15 years, Ms. Touton has served as professional staff on several Congressional
committees, but primarily the House Natural Resources Committee and Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee focusing on Reclamation law, federal water projects, and water policy. In her
various positions, she demonstrated that she could work with water users, federal agencies and
congressional offices to negotiate legislation that would facilitate project development, water
conservation, and enhance water supplies and resource management. She also served as Interior’s Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Water and Science under the Obama Administration.

I encourage the Senate to advance her nomination as soon as possible. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Plang e

Mark roree
General Manager

Ce: The Honorable Catherine Cortez Masto, United States Senator
The Honorable Jacky Rosen, United States Senator

775.834.8080 | tmwa.com | 1355 Capital Blvd. | P.O. Box 30013 | Reno, NV 89520-3013
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WEBER BASIN WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

2837 East Highway 193 « Layton, Utah 84040 « Phone (801) 771-1677 « SLC (801) 359-4494 » Fax (801) 544-0103

September 20, 2021

The Honorable Senator Joe Manchin III, Chairman
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, D.C. 20510

‘Tage I Flint
General Manager/CEO

Board of Trustees: .
The Honorable Senator John Barrasso, Ranking Member
e A Waldron Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
Morgin County 304 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, D.C. 20510

Kym O. Buttschardt
Weber Cou . . .
" Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso,
Scott K. Jenkins

Weber County

Angi On behalf of the Weber Basin Water Conservancy District, I wish to express
ngie Osguthorpe

Weber County support for the nomination of Camille Calimlim Touton to serve as Commissioner
Marlin K. Jensen for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. Utah is facing a sustained drought that is

e Gty greatly impacting our storage reservoir levels, which are at historic lows this year.
P. Bret Milburn We need a commissioner who understands the unique history, challenges, laws

Davis County a ! A
and policies that govern water management in the Western United States.

Randy B. Elliott

Davis Couny

My District is home to the Weber Basin Project which was constructed by

Paul C. Summers

DavisCounty Reclamation to deliver irrigation and municipal water in Northern Utah. The
Dave Ure district now operates and maintains these associated water facilities and continues
Sammit County

to expand the necessary water supplies and infrastructure to deliver water to over
700,000 people across 5 counties. Drought planning, water conservation, and
replacing our aging infrastructure have remained key priorities.

Ms. Touton’s vast experience in water policy and with federal projects will prove
extremely valuable and useful. For nearly 15 years, Ms. Touton has served as
professional staff on several Congressional committees, but primarily the House
Natural Resources Committee and Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee where she focused on Reclamation law, federal water projects, and
water policy. She grew a reputation as someone that could work with water users,
federal agencies and congressional offices to negotiate legislation that would
facilitate project development, water conservation, and enhance water supplies
and resource management. She also served as Interior’s Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Water and Science under the Obama Administration.

1 encourage the Senate to advance her nomination as soon as possible. Thank you
for your consideration.

Sincerely,
/—j /[}L_
Tage FFlint, P.E.

General Manager/CEO
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