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ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE

The Helsinki process, formally titled the Conference on Security and Cooperation in
Europe, traces its origin to the signing of the Helsinki Final Act in Finland on August
1, 1975, by the leaders of 33 European countries, the United States and Canada. As of
January 1, 1995, the Helsinki process was renamed the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe [OSCE].

The membership of the OSCE has expanded to 57 participating States, reflecting the
breakup of the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia.

The OSCE Secretariat is in Vienna, Austria, where weekly meetings of the partici-
pating States’ permanent representatives are held. In addition, specialized seminars and
meetings are convened in various locations. Periodic consultations are held among Senior
Officials, Ministers and Heads of State or Government.

Although the OSCE continues to engage in standard setting in the fields of military
security, economic and environmental cooperation, and human rights and humanitarian
concerns, the Organization is primarily focused on initiatives designed to prevent, manage
and resolve conflict within and among the participating States. The Organization deploys
numerous missions and field activities located in Southeastern and Eastern Europe, the
Caucasus, and Central Asia. The website of the OSCE is: <www.osce.org>.

ABOUT THE COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE

The Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, also known as the Helsinki
Commission, is an independent U.S. Government commission created in 1976 to monitor
and encourage compliance by the participating States with their OSCE commitments,
with a particular emphasis on human rights.

The Commission consists of nine members from the United States Senate, nine mem-
bers from the House of Representatives, and one member each from the Departments of
State, Defense and Commerce. The positions of Chair and Co-Chair rotate between the
Senate and House every two years, when a new Congress convenes. A professional staff
assists the Commissioners in their work.

In fulfilling its mandate, the Commission gathers and disseminates relevant informa-
tion to the U.S. Congress and the public by convening hearings, issuing reports that
reflect the views of Members of the Commission and/or its staff, and providing details
about the activities of the Helsinki process and developments in OSCE participating
States.

The Commission also contributes to the formulation and execution of U.S. policy
regarding the OSCE, including through Member and staff participation on U.S. Delega-
tions to OSCE meetings. Members of the Commission have regular contact with
parliamentarians, government officials, representatives of non-governmental organiza-
tions, and private individuals from participating States. The website of the Commission
iS: <WWW.csce.gov>.
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Shoulder to Shoulder: On the Front Lines with the Ukrainian
Military’s Foreign Soldiers

July 14, 2022

Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe
Washington, DC

The briefing was held from 2 p.m. to 3:04 p.m. via videoconference, A. Paul Massaro,
Senior Policy Advisor, Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, presiding.

Mr. MAsSARO: Hello. I am Paul Massaro, senior policy advisor at the U.S. Helsinki
Commission, and this is a briefing on the U.S. volunteers fighting Russian aggression in
Ukraine. Russia’s brutal and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine continues unabated. We are
almost at 150 days of fighting. Horrible, terroristic acts, including today in Vinnytsia,
where a Russian missile has killed multiple Ukrainians, including children. Very sadly,
this is not the first. These sort of savage, Russian terrorist attacks continue, the brutal
murder of civilians, the genocide of Ukrainians continues.

People are not taking this lying down. Certainly, the Ukrainians are not. The Ukrain-
ians have fought back and surprised the world with their fierce resistance, their valor,
and their courage in the face of this horrible, savage, brutal act. It has not just been the
Ukrainians. Many around the world—Americans, Europeans, others—have provided
money and, indeed, taken up arms, provided logistical support, and all sorts of other sup-
port to get to Ukraine and to help them in this really historic fight—a fight that is truly,
for the first time in my lifetime, a very clear fight between good and evil, between democ-
racy and tyranny, between freedom and autocracy.

This really is an extraordinary time, and we have two very special guests with us
here today to discuss this. We have James Vasquez, who is a former U.S. Army vet. He
has actually fought in Ukraine already, fought alongside Ukrainians and intends to go
back very soon to continue the fight alongside his Ukrainian brothers in arms. We have
Lieutenant Colonel Rip Rawlings, who is former U.S. Marine Corps, and has been heading
up logistical support. Together these two men have formed Ripley’s Heroes, which they
will talk about more in-depth. The Ripley’s Heroes has provided support to the Ukrainian
armed forces in order to help them win this awful war, this war that Russia started and
continues against the Ukrainian people.

This briefing will proceed like so: We will hear briefly from our ranking member, Rep.
Joe Wilson, who is on the line. Then we will turn to James Vasquez for brief remarks,
and then Lieutenant Colonel Rip Rawlings, before we go to a question-and-answer phase
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in which I will ask a few questions, other Helsinki staff may ask a few questions. Then
we will take questions from the audience. Please think of questions, put them in the chat,
and we will be looking at those.

I would like now to hand it off to our Helsinki Commission ranking member, Rep-
resentative Joe Wilson of South Carolina.

Representative WILSON: Thank you very much, Paul, and ladies and gentlemen and
fellow friends of freedom and democracy, I appreciate the Commission staff organizing
this important briefing today. On February 24, the free world watched in horror as war
criminal Putin invaded sovereign Ukraine. For so many around the world who have
devoted their lives to the cause of freedom, the image of the ordinary Ukrainians taking
up arms to defend their families and homeland compel them to join Ukraine’s fight for
democracy. Sadly, today we are in a global conflict between democracy, rule of law, and
authoritarianism, which is rule of gun.

It is critical that the bipartisan support for Ukraine be maintained. Additionally, we
should listen to those who are on the ground to better understand and channel humani-
tarian and lethal aid and understand better the logistical challenges and critical support.
As the invasion has proceeded, the unthinkable atrocities committed by Putin’s forces
amount to genocide. Entire towns have been razed. The mass murder of captured innocent
civilians, children abducted and forcibly relocated to Russia. Hospitals, churches, schools,
shopping malls have been targeted. Crops and water supplies have been destroyed.

The foreign fighters have actually come in to heroically volunteer. Are—and during
intense combat conditions and witnessing the gross human rights violations perpetrated
by Putin. I look forward to hearing from former Staff Sergeant James Vasquez and
Lieutenant Colonel Rip Rawlings, retired, on how we can support these heroes and the
mission, which provides for the future of democracy. I yield back.

Mr. MASSARO: Thank you very much, Mr. Wilson.

We would now like to give the floor to James. James, hoping you could tell us a little
bit about how you got involved in this. Why this conflict—why so many when they look
at this have not acted, but you not only acted, you acted in the most profound possible
way.

Mr. VASQUEZ: I mean, I am kind of regurgitating this already, because I have been
asked this a lot, but it started with—my grandmother, she is Latvian. I have a lot of Lat-
vian descent, and my grandmother is the last surviving member of her family because the
Russians slaughtered my whole family on my grandmother’s side during World War II.
One thing that stands out is when I was a kid, she used to tell me these stories of how
she ran through the war. Literally ran through the war, and when I say ran, I am talking
about hiding behind trees, hiding behind rocks, while soldiers are getting slaughtered out
in the field. The one thing that stood out to me when this whole thing happened and
started was that, you know, this is exactly what she was telling me about. You know, it
was no longer something—it was not a story in my mind anymore. I can see it on TV.
It was very reflective of what she described to me.

You know, I said, you know what? I will go—I will give it a couple months. You know,
I will go help these people because, you know, I have the ability to do so financially and
physically. I went over there, and once I got there, I did not realize how much this was
going to really impact my life, and how impactful it is been to me, you know, since then.
Which is why I am going back. You know, I just was going to do it for 2 months. I ended
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up staying there for just about 3 months. Came back home, and I just pretty much sold
everything that I owned—including my house, my boat, my trailer, my tools, my business,
my everything—so I can go back and, you know, continue fighting and helping these guys
out. You know, helping this, you know, country that is getting slaughtered.

I have seen a lot, and so has Rip. We have both been on the ground over there. It
is a lot, and you know, we are fortunate—we are both fortunate enough to be able to,
you know, help these people in one capacity or another. You know, me boots on the ground
and, you know, picking up a weapon and being able to help, and Rip being a master
logistician, and being able to form this foundation and, you know, help with financial aid,
with gear, with, you know, our different skill sets. It is become—it is become a great mar-
riage between me and Rip as far as, you know, how we are able to help these people,
and conduct our business in an efficient way.

Mr. MAsSSARO: Thank you, James, and I—you know, when we—when we get to ques-
tion—I want to hear Rip and his perspective and now, Rip, I hope you can also speak
to how you two got to know one another, because I know a little bit about that story and
I think it is really quite an extraordinary thing. You know, we want to also ask you,
James, after that, a little bit about the kind of spirit of what it is like to be on the ground
and what you have seen over there. Rip, if you could—if you could speak to your organiza-
tion, and your logistics, and how you became involved, and what you intend to do now,
right, going forward, that would be fantastic. Thank you.

Mr. RAWLINGS: I mean, I think it is a unique feature of State-on-State violence that
we see the humanity of the people that are caught in between. I do not think that we
have seen suffering on this scale and atrocities on this scale since World War II. That
is coming after many, many hours of studying the history of conflict and war, having been
a part of our Nation as we have defended other countries around the globe. I will say,
though, that I think it is a unique feature of democracies that we stand up for one another
when we are faced with the atrocious evil that James just spoke of and that we have wit-
nessed over in Ukraine.

It is incumbent, in my mind, on democracies to especially look out for and care for
the burgeoning democracy, the young democracy in that case, since 2014, with all its
faults and all its goodnesses you can accredit the Ukrainian people and their government.
I think it is possibly the best thing that a democracy can do that the sons and daughters
of the democracy, James included in that, pick up arms. We have seen this in World War
I. We have seen it in World War II. We have certainly seen it in other conflicts. This one
right now I think is one that all of us need to put our shoulder behind, because it is a
terrible strategy that we are dealing with over there, and it is terrible atrocities.

I think the best quote I have heard about the war so far and private citizens being
involved is not a quote from me, but from somebody else that I read online. That said:
If you have ever wondered what you would do to stop World War II in 1939, well, you
are doing it right now. I think that encompasses a least a little bit of how James and
I felt, and why we have decided that as private citizens now, and especially as retirees
and veterans who have had combat experience, that we have perhaps a unique feature
that we could lend to this fight. A little bit of knowledge and certainly a healthy respect
for the democracy that both of us grew up in, and that gave us all the advantages that
we have today.



Mr. MASSARO: Can you tell us a little bit about how you met there and how you
formed—I know Ripley’s Heroes is your organization, and what you intend to do with that
organization?

Mr. RAWLINGS: Sure. Yes, so James and I met in Lviv for the first time. We had cor-
responded quite a bit on Twitter. James can speak for himself on his combat experiences,
and I hope you will do so because I think everybody listening needs to hear exactly what
the fight is like. He and I both have experienced combat while under arms for the United
States. What we are experienced and what he specifically experienced, what I saw after
the fact in Ukraine, is enough, I think, to shake the foundations of war in general, but
also of where we are in the 21st century.

We met in Lviv after some correspondence about things that we could do to support
troops downrange. It started with Americans, and Brits, and other close allies that were
veterans because, for us, that was the easiest acquaintanceships. Those were men and—
predominantly men, but some women—that had picked up arms on behalf of Ukraine.
James had a vision initially with his unit, which he will speak about, I am sure, about
crowdsourcing some support. Frankly, we kind of copied that, and said: Well, you know,
here is a guy who has been able to get some night vision goggles and some other things
donated. Perhaps we can do that to help some other units.

We had a chance then to meet with one another after I said let us see if we can help
one another in fundraising. We did so, and from there decided to declare ourselves a full
organization to support any units that really asked. So far, we have raised terrific funds
through crowdsourcing—$5 here, $10 there, literally people’s lunch money for those that
are able to contribute. We have commonly said, if you cannot contribute, do not worry
about it. There is lots more organizations like ours. We are just one of many. We are in
a State in our organization where partnerships have become part of the most important
thing that we do. We have found that we can double, triple, and quadruple our efforts
just because there are other groups and organizations that are doing things similar to us.
We can help each other with networking and transporting equipment, or whatever the
case is.

Mr. MAsSARO: Who else is working on this, before we move on? Who should we be
paying attention to?

Mr. RAwLINGS: Well, Come Back Alive is probably our closest partner right now,
although I will say Serhii Prytula and his organization, both Ukrainian based, are very
close—is a close second if not, you know, also first place. Mainly because their organiza-
tion—this is Come Back Alive—has been doing what we do for—since 2014. They are a
slick, well-oiled machine, and we have learned a tremendous amount. They are
Ukrainian-based, so that, obviously, is a huge boon for us when it comes to logistics and
transportation—us, being U.S.-based. You know, to use Winston Churchill’s words, in the
center of the forge and the arsenal of democracy, the power of the Western purse has been
tremendous in helping get privately funded equipment into the hands of troops
downrange.

Mr. MASSARO: Fantastic. Let us move to that—James, the look into the combat
experience and the feeling on the ground. I mean, I am sure I would—we have talked
about this a little bit, you and I, but we just—it would be good—it would be good to hear
what it is like to be on the ground, and some of your—some of your stories of being on
the ground. What it is like to fight alongside the Ukrainian forces.
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Mr. VASQUEZ: Initially—well, initially I was going to join the Foreign Legion. On my
trip over here I spent 2 days of traveling and I did not know until I got to Lviv that the
Foreign Legion actually had gotten bombed while I was on my way over there. So they—

Mr. MASSARO: I am sorry, had gotten what?
Mr. RAWLINGS: Bombed.

Mr. VASQUEZ: Bombed. Yes, they got shelled pretty bad. They lost about 40 men, and
they really did not know what to do with me. I hooked up with this U.K. soldier who was
a—[AUDIO BREAK|—active U.K. soldier, British soldier, who left his command and his
country to go back home and fight. Him and I made our way to the front lines because
he knew guys since, you know, he was a child, you know, who he grew up with that were
on the front lines fighting. I was able to make my way over there.

[AUDIO BREAK]—being signatory to the legion and being able to just join a Ukrainian
unit, and who were happy to have us because, you know, him being—[AUDIO BREAK]|—sol-
dier and me being former American soldier, we had, you know, quite a bit more experience
than these guys had. I mean, these guys had never picked up arms prior to, you know,
us being there. They were just getting, you know, really tossed into the throes of war,
you know, over in—and this is when I first went to Kyiv. You know, Kyiv was getting
beat up pretty bad—well, on the outskirts of Kyiv, Bucha. We joined up with a unit, and
there was a lot of—you know, we gave them a lot of resistance.

At the same time, these guys were fighting very primitively. In other words, they did
not have any body armor, they did not have Kevlar, they did not have proper weaponry.
They were using AK—47s and 74s that were old as, you know, Christ’s knickers. I mean,
it was embarrassing. So and at that point—you know, and selfishly, in my best interest,
I said, well, I got to get these guys some gear because they are going to get me killed.
[LAUGHTER.] You know, I went—you know, I took to Twitter and started a PayPal, and
raised a bunch of money.

I was able to get some good guys from Poland who needs to still be unnamed today,
because, you know, there is kind of, like, this underground railroad of the ability to get
what you need over there. I was able to get them, you know, rails for their weapons. You
know, ACOGs, you know, red dot sights. Fit out their weapons so these guys can fight
like gentlemen. Get them additional magazines. You know, because a lot of these guys
just had two magazines and—you know, and a pocketful of bullets that they would have
to reload with out in the field.

Mr. MASSARO: [LAUGHS.] Unbelievable.

Mr. VASQUEZ: I mean—[INAUDIBLE]. Within that month—that first month that I was
there, I was able to provide these guys with a lot of things, including vehicles. Our
vehicles get shot up pretty quickly. They get shelled up and rendered useless. You know,
I was—because him and I had a—he has a U.K. passport, I have an American passport,
we were able to move about the country rather easily, whereas Ukrainian soldiers, if they
see you heading toward the rear they think that you are fleeing the country and not
wanting to fight, so you can easily be detained. Plus, they did not have the resources
either.

You know, I was garnishing—getting all these resources, you know, financially
through PayPal and people donating. It enabled me to, you know, start getting these guys
what they need. That was a big deal, because, you know, seriously when I first got there
these guys were, like—I mean, I was fighting with guys with a red t-shirt on and
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sneakers. That is not even a joke. That was—you know, so him and I, we went and got
these guys uniforms. We went and got them—you know, their weapons outfitted. They
went—you know, we took them downrange to—we took them to a shooting range, told
them how to shoot, you know, zeroed in all their weapons, showed them how to, you know,
fight like gentlemen, give them, you know, basic tactical instruction.

All these things, you know, it was a gamechanger, you know, because—you know,
otherwise these guys would—you know, we were literally holed up in a mechanics shop
that we commandeered, sleeping on the floor and—you know, I mean, not to say that it
did not get—it did not get easier after that. I mean, where you sleep is where you sleep.
But so, you know, I brought back vehicles. I found a—I found a paint gun in this
mechanics shop and a paint booth, and I started painting the cars right there in—

Mr. MASSARO: Wow.

Mr. VASQUEZ: You know, I went in the basement. I am like, hm, that looks like green
paint. That looks like black paint. Why do not we just do this? Started, you know, camou-
flaging our vehicles. We were going into battle with white Toyota Camrys, you know?

Mr. MASSARO: [LAUGHS.] Yes.

Mr. VASQUEZ: I mean, with Javelins in the back. [LAUGHTER.] You know, I tried to—
I tried to just give us the ability to fight like gentlemen and, you know, give—provide
these guys with what they need, you know, to be able to fight the correct way and not
just, you know, be so primitive and, you know, fight like cavemen. It was a lot of work
in the beginning. What I am telling you right now was all in, like, a few weeks period.
You know, it seems like it would take a lot longer but when—you know, when you are
thrown into that sink or swim situation you just—you do whatever it takes in order to
make it happen.

You know, it sounds like it—what I am telling you takes a lot of time. When you
are up 20 hours a day between fighting, training, and trying to get all this done, you can
get a lot done. You know, we were all tirelessly working toward the common goal, which
is, you know, getting our unit squared away and making sure that, you know, these guys
have what they need. It was a lot of work.

Mr. RAWLINGS: we did not have any gray hair when we started this.

Mr. MASSARO: Oh, yes? [LAUGHTER.] It was all the last 5 months of aging. [LAUGHS.]
One of the—one of the things that I—you know, we have read a lot about and we have
seen, and I think really helps to explain the initial resistance of Ukrainians, and contin-
ued resistance, is this incredible spirit and morale among Ukrainian forces. I am won-
dering, James, if you can speak at all to your experience. I mean, fighting alongside. I
mean, yes, they were missing a lot of equipment, but is there—

Mr. VASQUEZ: I can put it very simply. These guys—you know, again, these guys were
not warriors the day before. They were warriors in spirit and warriors in heart. They just
did not have the warrior training yet. What is happening now is they are catching up—
their skills are catching up with their heart. This is why we have this resistance. This
is why they have lasted so long. These guys are becoming battle-hardened, they are
becoming warriors, and now they are having—they are getting what they need and they
are getting more and more stuff, you know, between Rip and I and the United States and,
you know, weapons training.

What they lacked in skill before and had in heart is—are becoming equal. This is
why they are still there, and this is why they have this resilience every day is because
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they are not giving their country up. You know, all these people who said they were going
to be taken over in 3 days are so wrong. I knew they were, because I would not have—
I would not have put in for an emergency passport if I thought they were going to get
taken over in 3 days. It would have been a waste of my time. I knew—I know Ukrainians.
I have the Ukrainians—I built high rise buildings for a living prior to going back and
doing this.

I have Ukrainians on my job site. These guys are tough are nails. I knew they were
not going to be giving up their country in 3 days. You know, and I knew I wanted to help
them. Again, I would not have wasted my time if I did not think that they had the ability
to do that, and here we are today and look at them now. The problem with that is, you
know, it is not a guarantee of when. You know, this is why Rip and I are so instrumental
in trying to support these people and make sure that they have what they need. You
know, we have made so many alliances and friends and, you know, really brothers now
with these guys that, you know, we have this—you know, it is no longer something that
we just wanted to try to do. It is now almost, you know, our mission in life.

You know, listen, we both have things that we should have been doing that is not
this. You know, what is more important than, you know, saving a country from democ-
racy—you know, saving their democracy and saving them from getting slaughtered, if we
have the ability to? So where is the bad news?

Mr. MASsARO: Without a doubt, and I am sure every single Ukrainians thinks there
is a lot of things we should have been doing other than this, and everybody has been
driven to this from Russia’s senseless, senseless war. I mean, I am really—this notion of
their skills are catching up with their heart is really kind of a cool notion. [LAUGHS.]

Mr. VASQUEZ: Well, I mean, it is just a true story, you know? There is no doubt about
it. I talk to my men every day still. As a matter of fact, while I was talking to you they
were just calling me right now.

Mr. MASSARO: Oh, yes? [LAUGHS.]

Mr. VASQUEZ: This camaraderie that I have developed with these guys and this
brotherhood has taken a life of its own. To the point that, you know, they are like family
to me. You know, so, you know, I could never in good conscience not go back and take
care of these guys and help them out because I lost a lot of men over there. Good men,
young men. It breaks my heart.

Mr. RAWLINGS: Thanks for doing what you are doing there.
Mr. MASSARO: I mean, seriously. You know.

Representative WILSON: Sergeant, I want to, again commend you and the colonel.
What you are doing, to me, is in the tradition of the Marquis de Lafayette, coming to pro-
vide for the freedom of the citizens of America. Then I think of his service in South Caro-
lina and then Count Pulaski of Poland’s service in Georgia. There is a historical back-
ground of what you are doing and how meaningful it would be. In fact, the only two por-
traits that are in the chamber of the U.S. House of Representatives are of George Wash-
ington and the Marquis de Lafayette. What you have done is so important.

Additionally, your background on logistics is so important. To me, Putin has sac-
rificed thousands of young Russians, as we saw in the beginning, by not having proper
logistics. Can you reassure the American people that you feel like the supply lines are
in place and that the equipment is getting to the proper personnel as quickly as possible
to defend themselves, and also enable them to be effective?
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Mr. RAWLINGS: We can reassure the American public that the equipment that is
being provided by foreign nations, and specifically the United States, is getting to the
battlefield and being used. It is in, I think, the opinion of everybody in Ukraine—and cer-
tainly I carry the same opinion—we need more. They need more, and we are able to fill
a niche in a logistics sense but ensuring that not just U.S. veterans but also a lot of
Ukrainian units can receive the benefits of what the West is able to produce.

I will say that we are at a very tenuous and fragile point. Meaning this war could
go in any direction, very unfortunately. This could be one of the conflicts that in five to
10 years we discuss and say: This specific opportunity, this fulecrum that we are in right
now, was missed because we did not provide what was—more of what was needed. Now,
again, not to disparage anything that is being sent. You just need to tune into Twitter
on a daily basis. You can look at both of our Twitters this morning and see that HIMARS
is having an effect. You can see that the M777 is having an effect. I am not sure about
the M113, because I hated that vehicle when I was in the Marine Corps. [LAUGHTER.] The
Ukrainians have found a use for it, so good on us for helping it—having it sent over. I
do think it is a bit of a booby prize.

The equipment and the gear that is being sent from the United States, I mean,
James was—he can tell you, was never a Javelin operator when he was in the United
States Army. One quick correction, by the way. It is staff sergeant, not just sergeant. So
he—

Mr. VASQUEZ: It is alright.

Mr. RAWLINGS: You are not going to demote James. [LAUGHTER.] James was not a
Javelin operator, but he had the benefit of having Javelins handed to him. I do not want
to take away, James, you were able to kill quite a few Russian tanks. James probably
will not talk about it because he does not talk too much about, you know, some of that
aspect of combat, but I will be happy to brag on his behalf and let the American public
know that not only was he a hero for picking up the United States guidon as a warrior
for the United States Army, but as a product of a democracy this is the best of what you
would expect of a democracy, which is he now is going to help defend another democracy.

He is killed well over 19 tanks—I am sorry—well over—yes, 19 tanks total. That
includes some BMPs. That is including a few, you know, kills with his unit. In general,
James is a very lethal person. The United States, you know, had an opportunity to train
him to be that person. Now he is using the benefits of his skill to train others, and he
is using some U.S. weapons and training Ukrainians to use U.S. weapons in order to
ensure that they can guarantee their own democracy. I mean, James, you were not a Jav-
elin missileer before you left.

Mr. VASQUEZ: No. No, no. [LAUGHS.] It is the opposite effect. The Ukrainians taught
me how to shoot Javelins. [LAUGHTER.]

Mr. RAWLINGS: Then you trained a lot of—

Mr. MASSARO: Saint Javelin. [LAUGHS. ]

Mr. VASQUEZ: I could—you know, I could be pulled up to this mechanics shop and
we had a—we had an armored assault vehicle full of Javelins. It is the first time I have
actually seen them. [LAUGHTER.] These guys trained me. There was only, like, three Jav-
elin-trained kids when I got there. When I say “kids,” they were literally kids. You know,
18-years-old, 19-year-old, that got trained to use a Javelin. When I first got there, it took
me about four or 5 days to even get an AK—47 to get, you know, small arms. The first
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thing I did was I got put on this Javelin team, because they did not even have enough
weapons. Even when I got my AK—47, I had three magazines, you know, before I got my
own.

We started doing night ops and taking out tanks with these Javelins. That is the only
weapon I had. Basically, if I was getting shot at I could not even protect myself. I did
not have a small arm yet.

Mr. MASSARO: God!

Mr. RAWLINGS: Just to put that in perspective, the average U.S. fighting load in Iraq,
which is an insurgency not, obviously, State versus State violence, was eight magazines
of M-16 5.56 millimeter. James had three 7.62 millimeter magazines with him when he
went into combat. I mean, that alone should kind of speak to the American public about
what this looks like. Ukraine was not a wealthy nation to begin with. Clearly, obviously,
not a member of NATO. Although now, at this point, you know, having received premier
weapons, they are able to hold their own.

Mr. VASQUEZ: It was crazy because I was in Kyiv 1 day and I see a hunting store.
I was like holy—it was—so they were not open, but people were in there. I am knocking
on the door, we are in uniform, me and the Brit. We are, like, hey, guys. You know, we
need some magazines and ammunition.

Mr. MASSARO: We are going hunting.[LAUGHS.]

Mr. VasQUEZ: Well, they did not have magazines. They did have 7.62 rounds. I just
bought every round that they had over there. Then with my three magazines, I would lit-
erally have to reload rounds—you know, magazines in the field before I had, you know,
a sufficient amount of magazines, which took a couple weeks actually. It was—it was
really hiding behind a tree and—

Mr. RAWLINGS: Reloading. This is probably another aspect of democracy also. You did
what? You bought ammunition. You paid for it.

Mr. VASQUEZ: I bought—I bought out the whole store.

Mr. RAWLINGS: Right. How many—how many Russian units did you see or experience
or see the aftereffects of that stole—

Mr. MASSARO: Looting, yes.

Mr. RAWLINGS: Looted. You know, it bears mentioning that obviously, you know,
former U.S. service members, veterans, or just citizens that were, you know, put into a
society, as ours was, a good society that teaches its people the foundations of good versus
evil, and right versus wrong, the law of armed conflict and the Geneva Convention. James
has adhered to all of that, as a uniformed combatant in the Ukrainian Army. We have
seen none of that—or, I should say, exceedingly little.

James, I think, puts it the best, which is he was teaching his men to fight like gentle-
men and ensure that they are equipped so that they could fight like gentlemen. That
means, you know, a tremendous amount more than just they had the right weapons. It
means that they conducted themselves and comported themselves in the right way.
Ukrainians you did not have too much trouble with, but the Russians clearly—you and
I have spoken about it at length.

Mr. VASQUEZ: It is the difference between how Ukrainians conduct themselves and
how Russians conduct themselves in battle is crazy. I was just telling him earlier, you
know, I mean, this—they would not even take their dead. Even if we gave them the oppor-
tunity, they would just leave their men. To be—and I hate to say this, and, you know,
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it is—you know, they were getting eaten by stray dogs because they left their men out
in the field. They would not even—

Mr. RAWLINGS: You gave them opportunity.
Mr. VASQUEZ: We gave them opportunity to take their men.

Mr. RAWLINGS: Can you ever conceive in your time in service not taking one of your
men fallen in combat?

Mr. VASQUEZ: Never in a million—never in a million years.

Mr. RAWLINGS: Their ability to fight in a modern 21st century way, that we all
respect and have encoded into the Geneva Conventions, is clearly impossible. Eradicating
their evil includes getting all of their troops off of the country of Ukraine, for reasons as
we started.

Representative WILSON: On ground level, very important for the American people,
there is been concern as to the funding of the Ukrainian troops and the monitoring of
the equipment. It really has not been given proper attention. In the legislation that Paul
has helped put together we have always had inspector generals to make sure that there
is proper expenditures. From your perspective, do you—do you believe that there has been
proper oversight of the equipment that has been provided by all the NATO countries?

Mr. RAWLINGS: I can answer to that, because I have seen a tremendous amount of
foreign equipment as it is arrived in theater from Lviv to not necessarily its terminus,
but at least one of the staging zones in Kyiv. I can say without a doubt that, you know,
I think President Zelensky and his public relations machine have been unbelievable in
ensuring that the public gets a chance to see in a very democratic way where our equip-
ment is going. You are seeing M777s firing on the nightly news. You are seeing, you
know, HIMARS rockets being expended, you know, at the front within a day or 2 days
of coming into theater. Which militarily is a little bit out there. It is amazing to see,
because disguising a HIMARS on a rail system, and preventing it from being attacked
by either saboteurs or Russian rocket, is a miracle in itself.

Not only I think should the West feel as though its—I should mention, obviously this
is war. There is a tremendous amount of equipment that goes to the front that does not
come back. If America’s expecting to see, you know, the HIMARS that we gave them sur-
vive the entire war, I think the best thing that all of us should keep in mind is this is
the first really violent State-on-State war that we have seen—a hot war that we have seen
since World War II. A lot of equipment is not going to survive. I know that is our intent,
is that use it until it is done and do the right things with it. I know that is, you know,
our perspective. I believe everything I have seen so far has said that the Ukrainians have
been exceedingly responsible.

I mean, partly just because they are so thankful to have premier weapon system that
were developed by the West that are as precision as we are able to provide. You can
imagine if our Nation was at war, every piece of technology that has as premier as the
equipment that we provided would be not just accounted for, but would be utilized to its
best effect. I can assure the public that I have seen—what I have witnessed of that.

Representative WILSON: One of the most significant bipartisan successes, Congress-
man Steve Cohen and myself working along with Senator John Cornyn, for lend-lease, to
provide—that equipment can be provided immediately. This is in the tradition of what,
ironically, World War II. The success of the Soviet Union was due to American lend-lease.
They may not want to recognize that, but that is what happened. Now to defend the
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people of Ukraine—and also, the lend-lease applies to all the frontline states of NATO.
Hopefully—and I am just confident that the Pentagon is working in every way to expedite
to get the equipment to the front line.

Mr. RAWLINGS: It is happening. I mean, I have seen Patriot missile batteries in
Poland. My experiences have been predominantly Poland and Ukraine. You know, we are
seeing the effects, obviously. I think it is—you know, it is going to take a lot more. This
is—this is a very hot war.

Representative WILSON: It has been encouraging to me also. Initially it was polling
that Germany would not allow Javelin missiles to be provided from Estonia to cross Ger-
man territory. The good news is they have fully—Chancellor Scholz is fully on board now.
Germany’s on board now, and so what was initially hesitation, indeed, it is so reassuring
to see the NATO countries and the European Union. I am really grateful to be the co-
chair of the European Union Caucus, and working with Congressman Brendan Boyle of
Philadelphia.

We read where $2 billion worth of military equipment have been provided by the
European Union, and both of us commented we did not even know the European Union
had military equipment. [LAUGHTER.] We thought it was a parliamentary body. Things
have come together. Your service with your background, both of you, and others who have
volunteered, really adds so much to the credibility, and have to be so encouraging to the
people of Ukraine.

Mr. RAWLINGS: That is important to note, is that we represent quite a few people.
Obviously we are thrilled and very pleased to be here today, but behind us, in front us,
around us, as a part of our organization and certainly on the front lines are quite a few
others from a lot of different nations. So hopefully we are representing them in the right
way. I believe we are.

Representative WILSON: Well, it is very inspiring.

Mr. MASSARO: James, Representative Wilson actually kind of jogged my memory.
Very briefly for you, you know, I mean, one of the—one of the things I face a lot in the
work I do, which is more on the sanctions/economic front, is kind of the failure to sanction
Russian energy buys. There is still a lot of money going from the European Union to
Russia today. I am wondering, does this—does this kind of image, that Germany and the
European Union is funding Russia’s war, does that affect the morale of Ukrainians? Do
they talk about that at the kind of, you know, ground level?

Mr. VASQUEZ: I will be honest with you, at the ground level we are—we are so busy
just fighting. You know, this is not even things that we are really privy to. You know,
we are out in the field. We are not looking at the news every day. We are just getting
orders and we are carrying them out. It is more—I would imagine that it would be a
morale killer, knowing that—you know, that Europe is still being supportive of anything
that comes from Russia. But when we are boots on the ground, we do not—we do not—
it is not something that we are looking at. Our goal is to stay alive every day and keep
up the fight.

Mr. RAWLINGS: The average Ukrainian citizen knows. I mean, so you could go to any
Ukrainian web blog or any Ukrainian twitter right now. The majority understand very
clearly that, you know, Europe continues to provide funds that will be used against them
and want to cutoff, and does not understand when nations—you know. We will not name
names—but some nations provide the parts and equipment that had been—that should
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not go back to Russia but have been sent back to Russia and are now going to be used
directly in supporting, you know, that gas enterprise.

Your average citizen is well aware, as we would be if our country was attacked and
the country that was attacking us was being funded by our allies. I think that is not lost
on, you know, the average citizen. On the front lines, you know, having been in combat
in Iraq and Afghanistan, I mean, I am—you know, James is more concerned about making
sure that he puts a round downrange in the direction it needs to go, and his men do the
same thing, so.

Mr. MAsSSARO: We are joined today by our chief of staff Kyle Parker, who is in the
room even though you cannot see him. [LAUGHS.] In any case, Kyle, I wanted to hand the
floor to you, see if you have any questions to ask James and Rip.

Mr. PARKER: Sure. Thank you, Paul. Hello, everyone. You cannot see me, but hope-
fully you can hear me. Thank you, Congressman Wilson.

Just I—you know, James and Rip, you know, as a fellow citizen, right, I just want
to thank you. Thank you both for what you are doing. It really—this is—this is a hard
war. I fear that this is going to be a long war, and, you know, it just seems like each
day brings new outrage and new heartache. You know, just—

Mr. VASQUEZ: New challenges.

Mr. PARKER: New challenges, and just a few hours ago, as we all, you know, wit-
nessed this, you know, yet another barbaric attack on innocent Ukrainian civilians in
Vinnytsia. You know, this little down syndrome girl, Lisa, who—you know, there is a
video out there of her enjoying a summer day with her mother and then—and then, you
know, we all learn that hours later, right? Or not even an hour later she is killed by a
Russian rocket strike. So, you know, I think it is—what you do is not only material sup-
port, it is also moral support to help us all to face this, and to face this and to have some
hope, and to see what we all can do, as one feels helpless, right? You know, and you have
shown that an individual can do a whole lot.

I will say that, you know, in my own family—you know, my wife is from eastern
Ukraine, you know, I have relatives on the ground there. My children have all lived in
the city of Kharkiv. They have seen their beautiful playground at Park Gorkogo destroyed
with Russian cluster munitions and all of that. Yet, we have some traditions that we have
built since February 24. You know, whether it is a Telegram channel we follow or, you
know, in your case following your adventures and, you know, the—sort of the—some of
the lighthearted humor.

For anyone who is listening, if you do not follow James in Twitter, you are doing it
wrong. You know, remedy that immediately. You know, I have some of your greatest hits.
You know, I think maybe my favorite is when you are at the Ukrainian checkpoint wel-
coming Ukrainians to America. Cars are driving through and you are reaching in—

Mr. VASQUEZ: That was not my idea, by the way. It was my guys. They are like,
hey—

Mr. PARKER: No, but it was great.

Mr. VASQUEZ: Start confusing these people.

Mr. PARKER: It was great. Or taking—using your trusty Leatherman to take 50 cal-
iber machine guns off Russian tanks, repurpose them. I mean, that is the type of stuff
that, you know, is needed levity and lifts the spirit. You know, just I am bowled over by
your grit and your heart. It is wonderful to hear that, you know, you scratch—you dig
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deeper and find this Baltic connection through Latvia. You know, if really watching how
the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and how Poland have responded to this
have really been inspirational. I mean, this is—this is for the ages.

Mr. VASQUEZ: I was fighting with Latvian soldiers over there. Good guys.
Mr. PARKER: Yes. Yes.

Mr. VASQUEZ: They put a lot of work into their training, and they came there with
their own weapons, and they came there ready to go. So these were good guys.

Mr. PARKER: This is—you know, in our own country, though the—through the
extended diasporas, I mean, these are—these are a people who know what is at stake,
right? Who have been there, and so it is just great to see that, and really—and, you know,
again, it gives us—it gives us the hope to face another day and confront another thing,
and really step up and say: Hey, how can I do something? How can we do more?

Two questions for each of you. For you, James, you know, I am just wondering how
do you expect the fight that you return to in a couple weeks to differ from the fight you
left a couple months ago?

Mr. VASQUEZ: Well, it is going to be a big difference, for good and bad. Good in a
way that we are—we have much more support now. We have the weapons and gear that
we need to be able to fight properly. On the flipside of that, it is—the fight’s harder than
it was when I left. That was hard fighting when I left. The eastern front is a mess. I have
lost a lot of guys, like I said earlier, in the last couple weeks. Heartbreaking. You know,
we supported a unit where these two guys were captured. I do not even know what the
latest on that is. We had a proof of life photo, and then we have not heard from them
since. That is a tough thing too, and I am going to guess that they are not having a good
time right now.

The fight’s going to be harder, but the experience and the equipment and the support
is going to be better. It is going to be—it is a perfect storm for us to, you know, fight
the better fight. You know, as Rip—you know, again our master logistician, in my
opinion—will tell you that, you know, they started this three-point attack in the begin-
ning. Clearly that did not work out for them, and this is why now they are doing kind
of, like, a spearhead attack on the eastern front, which is—you know, which is causing
a lot of casualties and a lot of hard fighting for these guys.

Who knows what is going to happen, but, you know, one thing I know is, you know,
the resilience of these Ukrainians. Other foreign soldiers—we are not going to just, you
know, let this—you know, we are not going to let them roll over anybody. You know, we
are going to fight, and we are going to fight hard. That is going to—one thing, that is
definitely going to continue, and as we get more support, as we get more, you know,
proper weapons, you know, air superiority is obviously a big problem for us over there.

You know, we do not have anything in the skies. It is one thing that is constant is
us getting bombed by jets and mortar fire. We have to, based on a limited ability to do
so, you know, we have to use our mortars and our airstrikes sparingly, where they seem
to have an extraordinarily large amount of—infinite munitions. That is—you know, that
is what makes things a little bit more difficult for guys on the ground. It is just constant.
It never stops. You are talking about 24 hours a day, even—you know, you just try to
find a hole to sleep in and just hope that, you know, a mortar does not land in that spot.
That is one thing that they seem to have infinite amount of.
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We do not, and so the mortar fire and the air superiority is—it is advantageous to
them, and it makes it very difficult for us on the ground. I am kind of going off on a tan-
gent here, but the thing is we know, I know, Rip knows, the next couple months are going
to be—it is going to be the hardest fighting that there is been since the beginning. It is
a very concentrated effort from the eastern front on, you know, Russians coming and
doing this spearhead tactic rather than doing this three-prong approach. We have to stand
in front of it, you know, or we lose, so.

Mr. PARKER: Thank you for that.

For you, Rip, we are on Capitol Hill, and, you know, our principals write and rewrite
the laws. I am wondering, from your perspective as a logistician and working on essen-
tially crowdsourcing, crowdfunding the fight, how much of an obstacle are export control
framework and laws such as ITAR to your efforts and other efforts to get as much night
vision and long-range rangefinders and, you know, whatever thermal stuff and body
armor to the fight? How much—and is this something that could be an opportunity for
some legislation?

Mr. RAWLINGS: Absolutely. The simple answer is it is the largest single obstacle that
we face. When it comes to transportation, we have figured things out. When it comes to
finding a network of people that are willing to support, we have found them. When it
comes to a group of interest that want to continue to support, they are with us. When
it comes to people that are willing to supply $5, $10, et cetera, they are all there. The
biggest issue that we have is that a U.S. citizen can go purchase a set of level III body
armor, but you cannot purchase it and give it to a Ukrainian.

The law we understand clearly. We are not going to violate anything that is on the
books, but it is drastically in need of being updated. When James goes downrange, he is
technically allowed to carry level IIIA body armor, helmet. He is not allowed to carry
ITAR-regulated thermal sight systems with him. The difference between us and the Rus-
sians is that thermal system, in a lot of instances. The production of U.S. capabilities—
and we are talking about not military-grade. We are talking just below that. Those
capabilities are the defining advantages for the troops that we support downrange.

It is caused us to buy lesser equipment. It is caused us to spend an inordinate
amount of these wonderful benefactors’ money to purchase the equipment, send it through
the right ITAR laws, ensure that it is signed off on the right way, wait eons for it to go
into the hands of now a soldier that perhaps even is not there anymore. By the time we
have gotten it to him it is been a month, it is been 45 days. In one instance it took us
60 days to get four thermal sight systems through the ITAR process. Now, we have
applied for all the laws that we need to, we have gotten—spent the money to hire two
ITAR lawyers, and we have gone through every possible wicket to ensure that we are
doing things legally and correctly.

It is a hindrance, and it is an unnecessary hindrance. It is one that I think could
be cleared away very simply to say: Listen, the law was written in order to ensure that
these pieces of equipment do not get in the hands of Russia in the Crimea, or Russia in
Donbas. The law needs to be updated to ensure that those things—and we are talking
about, you know, level III or below—can go to the hands of a soldier from Kyiv, the legiti-
mately, democratically elected government of Kyiv. It is a tremendous hindrance to us.

I will tell you that also all of our partners feel the same way. It is the constant ques-
tion that we have. We talk with our partners, you know, once, twice daily. The theme

14



that we hear on a regular basis is, A, provide more HIMARS. B, help us close the skies,
and, C, change your laws to update them to address the current conflict. Their parliament
recognizes it. I know that their parliament, through several organizations and foundations
that we deal with, have taken that directly to Capitol Hill. We have worked with our rep-
resentatives as well to ensure that they are clear on what the laws are. From our perspec-
tive, it is the single biggest hindrance that we deal with.

Representative WILSON: The good—hey, the good news, we have been joined by
Chairman Cohen. We have got somebody, Colonel, who can follow through just what you
have said. He is the champion for this.

Mr. MASSARO: Welcome, Chairman Cohen. Would you like to say a few words?

Representative COHEN: Well, simply I was on a call with a local government issue
and wanted to be with you all and learn from your experience. I have been briefed a bit
on what you have said. I do not know if anybody’s asked a question, but I would ask you:
From your experience on the ground, what more does America need to do to effectively
win this war?

Mr. RAWLINGS: I think we can both answer that. I will kick off, and then if you did
not hear it, James is much closer to combat than I am. He has not only fought there but
is intending to go back and fight again. So his perspective is going to give you, I think,
a very detailed and nuanced perspective on what is required.

I will say kind of from maybe a step back from that, the first and most important
is what we just mentioned, which is changing the law to ensure that as lend-lease is able
to provide the items that State-to-State can provide, the average private citizen, like
myself, can provide other means of support that are well within the law in the United
States, but in most instances are not within keeping of the law inside Ukraine. Just
changing and addressing the law to update it to the conflict that we are dealing with.
That would be No. 1. We have discussions and we have requests from Ukrainian forces
as much as American forces: Please send us as little as generation two night vision gog-
gles, and even that is a hindrance because of the law and ITAR.

I mean, the other thing that we talked about earlier, just to kind of refresh you, but
it was, you know, we are in a very fragile part in the war. HIMARS is having an effect.
The Ukrainians are eminently accountable for the weapon systems that we provide for
them. We need more of them. They need more of them. It is a very fragile part in the
war that I think the next couple months could make or break whether or not Ukraine
actually survives this, or their country is bisected by the onslaught of evil, and perhaps
more. I mean, Russia probably will not stop when they reach the Dnieper River if they
meet success. They need to be stopped. They must be stopped, and we have it within our
power to put a finger on the scale and ensure that justice prevails in this instance.

So over to James.

Mr. VASQUEZ: I think I cannot follow that show. I think that is well said and perfectly
executed as far as telling these guys what they need.

Mr. RAWLINGS: Well, from the trench, I mean, just—again, your perspective from the
trench. You and I have had a lot of discussions about this, and we are rehashing stuff
that you and I have talked about. We just recently purchased with private funds, was it,
buttstocks for AK-47s. It is not an illegal item, but it is hard to come by. You can imagine
price gouging is starting to occur in Europe, because private vendors are taking advantage
of private parties like us. You know, there is a fair amount that the average soldier needs
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on the ground in order to fight and win and get an advantage above his Russian counter-
part.

Mr. VASQUEZ: Yes. You got to understand that these AK—47s and 74s have these old
wooden stocks that break constantly out in the field. There is guys running around with
weapons with no buttstock on it. They are shooting—so I had a unit contact me and say,
look, man, half my guys’ buttstocks are broken. We need to get some—we need to get
some buttstocks. I ordered some synthetic plastic sliding buttstocks, so they do not break
easily, they do not crack, you know, they are not getting beat up by the weather. You
know, they are able to last.

You know, it is just something as simple as that that makes it difficult for a soldier
on the ground to be able to fight, because they cannot even get a buttstock for their
weapon. How are you going to shoot an AK-47 accurately without a buttstock? The AK-
47s are already pretty inaccurate as it is. [LAUGHS.] So buttstocks are critical, and it is
just little things like that that these guys need. You know, night vision is a big thing too.
These guys need—they do not have thermals. They do not have night vision. I have been
trying to provide these guys with as many as possible, and I am trying to find them from
everywhere.

You know, when you got 14 guys doing night operation with two NVGs and cannot
see anything, and they got to follow those two guys into battle, well, that is a problem,
you know? These guys should all have night vision, they should all have thermal vision.
Owning the night is very important. That is what the Russians hate. They love fighting
during the day, and they do not like doing anything at night except for drinking. So—
[LAUGHTER]—and, listen, that is just a true story, and just, you know, based on experi-
ence. Owning the night is very important. So night vision, thermal vision, phosphorous—
hey, you know, whatever it takes in order to get these guys to be able to own the night
is very important. It is a great advantage for us.

Mr. MASSARO: James, Rip, we are going to move to close the briefing in a couple min-
utes here. I just wanted to see if the chairman or the ranking member had any closing
remarks, and then of course, yes.

Mr. RawLINGS: Well, I was going to throw one other thing out there. If any of the
frozen oligarch funds are available, you can send them to us and a lot of other organiza-
tions like us. We will find a good use for it.

Mr. VASQUEZ: I do need to get a new boat. [LAUGHS.]

Representative WILSON: Hey, Kyle, I want to thank you for referencing the resilience
of the Baltic Republics, and James, your background of Latvia. For 50 years, 1940 to 1990,
the country was occupied. Now it is a free country, and so to me, there is hope that the
freedom of Poland and ultimately, again, the restoration of full independence in Ukraine.
Hey, also we are so hopeful of Belarus. Then we have got to be ever mindful that your
success is important for the people of Moldova and for the Republic of Georgia. With that,
I am happy to yield to the chairman.

Representative COHEN: No thank you. I think I have—Ilet me add, did you guys ever
run into Malcolm Nance when you were over there? [LAUGHTER.]

Mr. RAWLINGS: We consider Malcolm a fantastic friend of ours. He is not only instru-
mental in helping the Ukrainian legion, he is a hell of a guy. If you are not following
him—we stay completely apolitical. I know Malcolm dabbles in politics. We do not, but,
you know, Malcolm is a stand-up gentleman, also a veteran. He was a senior enlisted in
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the Navy, which we forgive him for—him being Army and me being Marine Corps. But
not only that, he has done amazing things for Ukraine.

Mr. VASQUEZ: Yes. As a matter of fact, right before I left—and I think you left shortly
after me—we all met in Lviv, along with some other people that we partnered up with.
You know, this was just, like, discussions via the phone or WhatsApp or Signal, or
Twitter, until we all finally met. This was a long time coming. We were all in different
places doing different things. But collectively trying to work together, and so we finally
all just came together and met up in Lviv prior to us leaving, and had a couple beers,
and had some great discussions on how we can make big changes.

Mr. RAWLINGS: I think it is unique in the veteran community in some regard that
there have been so many veterans that have, maybe, the experience and the determina-
tion to ensure that we can provide support. The experiences from how to train soldiers
or how to move logistics, you know, that is something that the U.S. military trained us.
We are glad to put it to use to stop another evil.

Representative COHEN: I think Malcolm’s in town today or tomorrow. I think he—
Mr. RAWLINGS: Yes, I know, he—we saw, so we are hoping to link up with him soon.

Representative COHEN: Good. Well, thank you for your service. Thank you for going
over there. It is just really commendable what you did.

Mr. RAWLINGS: Thank you for saying so.

Representative COHEN: Anything we can do to support. Thank you, and, Mr. Wilson,
thank you, sir. I was looking at my Romanian money today. Thank you.

Representative WILSON: Hear, hear.

Mr. MASSARO: We have one audience question from Youri Ditrikuski. We are going
to take this really quick, and that is, Rip, can you address issue of U.S.-based 501[c][3]
that assist Ukraine vis-a-vis the ability to supply nonlethal aid, that includes tactical
medical gear, body armor, drones, radios, et cetera, directly to Ukrainian military units?

Mr. RAWLINGS: Yes, there is no inhibition, as long as it fits within the letter of the
law, and so we have been able to provide—you know, again, you said nonmilitary. We
have been providing vehicles, medical support, medical aid, medical equipment. I mean,
a simple IFAK kit, which is a—it is a small bag that every U.S. servicemember is issued
that includes QuikClot, bandages, a tourniquet, et cetera, chest compression. We have
been able to provide those in bulk to Ukrainian Army troops. We provided—we had an
anti-aircraft missile battery that was rolling around theater with six stinger missiles in
the back of their truck, minivan, defending the skies of Lviv. We bought them a 4x4 that
has a sealable hatch so that their missiles did not get wet—

Mr. VASQUEZ: Or stolen.

Mr. RAWLINGS: Or stolen. [LAUGHTER.] They could give the van back to one of the
kids’ brothers, who they borrowed it from. So, yes, all 501[c]’s are allowed to provide a
tremendous amount of support. We are able to purchase European-made level II body
armor in Poland legally, and legally transport it across the border over into Ukraine, and
gift that to the Ukrainian Army. We have expanded our reach and will continue to do
so. I hope that answers the question he was asking.

Representative WILSON: Here, here.

Mr. MASSARO: Terrific. Thank you so very much to our chair and ranking member
for joining us, and our chief of staff. Of course, James and Rip, thank you for your service.
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Mr. RAWLINGS: Thanks for having us.

Mr. MASSARO: A wonderful panel, and with that, we will close the briefing.
Mr. RAWLINGS: It is an honor to be here.

Representative WILSON: Here, here. Thank you.

Mr. MASsSARO: Thank you very much.

Mr. VASQUEZ: Thank you.

Representative WILSON: Thank you all.

[Whereupon, at 3:04 p.m., the briefing ended.]
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implementing provisions of the Helsinki Accords.

The Commission, created in 1976, is composed of nine
Senators, nine Representatives and one official each from the
Department of State, Defense and Commerce.

WWW.CSCE.ZoV

youtube.com/HelsinkiCommission
facebook.com/helsinkicommission
flickr.com/photos/helsinkicommission
twitter.com/@HelsinkiComm





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-10-03T15:53:42-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




