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(1)

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT, AND
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS FOR
2023

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2022.

FISCAL YEAR 2023 BUDGET REQUEST FOR THE U.S.
ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS AND BUREAU OF REC-
LAMATION

WITNESSES

HON. MICHAEL L. CONNOR, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
FOR CIVIL WORKS

DAVID PALUMBO, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF OPERATIONS, U.S. BU-
REAU OF RECLAMATION

LIEUTENANT GENERAL SCOTT A. SPELLMON, CHIEF OF ENGINEERS
AND COMMANDING GENERAL, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

HON. TANYA TRUJILLO, ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR WATER AND
SCIENCE, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Ms. KAPTUR. I now call the hearing on the fiscal year 2023 budg-
et request for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Bureau of
Reclamation to order. Good afternoon. This will be a hybrid hear-
ing. So, we need to address a few housekeeping matters. First, I
understand that votes are anticipated to start in the 3:30 to 4:00
timeframe. We do not yet know how many votes there will be.
Given that all votes after the first will be 5 minutes long, I intend
to recess this hearing toward the end of the first vote. We will do
our best to get as much as possible beforehand. And depending on
member interest and how long the vote series lasts, return to finish
this hearing. So, we do apologize for any inconvenience to our
guests. And I invite the members to please come up as we have
begun.

For the members joining virtually, once you start speaking, there
is a slight delay before you are displayed on the main screen.
Speaking into the microphone activates the camera displaying the
speaker on the main screen. Do not stop your remarks if you do
not immediately see the screen switch. If the screen does not
change after several seconds, please make sure you are not muted.
To minimize background noise and ensure the correct speaker is
being displayed, we ask that you remain on mute unless you have
sought recognition. And to eliminate inadvertent background noise,
I or staff that I designate, may mute participants’ microphones
when they are not recognized.

Members are responsible for muting and unmuting themselves.
If you are appearing virtually and I notice when you are recognized
that you have not unmuted yourself, I will ask the staff to send you
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2

a request to unmute yourself and then please then accept that re-
quest so you are no longer muted. In terms of the speaking order,
we will begin with the chair and ranking member. Then members
present at the time the hearing is called to order will be recognized
in order of seniority, followed by members not present at the time
the hearing is called to order.

Finally, house rules require me to remind you that we have set
up an email address to which members can send anything they
wish to submit in writing at any of our hearings. That email ad-
dress has been provided in advance to your staff. I now recognize
myself for 5 minutes for my opening statement.

We are here today to discuss the fiscal year 2023 budget request
for the Army Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation.
Your agencies are a cornerstone of our economy and pay a critical
role in sustaining life in our Nation and preserving the vitality and
sustainability of our Nation’s precious water resources. Thank you
to our witnesses for being with us today and joining us.

Our Energy and Water bill is a jobs and infrastructure bill. It in-
vests in our Nation’s critical water infrastructure and supports
good paying middle-class jobs from coast to coast.

The investments made possible by our annual appropriation bills
combined with the historic Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
will put tens of thousands of people to work in living wage jobs fo-
cused on rebuilding the crumbling infrastructure we see all around
us from coast to coast. We are truly building a better America for
all.

Last year was an extraordinary period for extreme weather
events across America. Texas saw a record cold snap in February
rendering the power grid inoperable. In August, a water shortage
was declared on the Colorado River for the first time ever, trig-
gering looming mandatory water cuts. In Chicago, excess rainfall
overwhelmed flood control systems spilling contaminated runoff
into local rivers and Lake Michigan, the region’s source of fresh
water. And California flooded in January only to burst into flames
in July, including the record setting Dixie fire.

The 2021 hurricane season was the third most active on record
with 21 named storms. Hurricane Ida landed in Louisiana and
worked its way up the East Coast to New England, taking the lives
of more than 90 people and resulting in over $75 billion in damage.
In Alabama and Georgia, tornadoes raged for hundreds of miles. In
my region of the Great Lakes, water levels reached record highs in
2019 and 2020, and 2022 levels are projected to be at or above av-
erage.

At the same time, substantial portions of our country have been
left with little to no water. Nearly 100 million Americans, almost
1⁄3 of our population, are currently living in areas experiencing
drought. Six states have areas seeing exceptional drought. We have
provided all members with a map that we are very grateful for that
information that came from U.S. Drought Monitor in the western
U.S. through a cooperation of various agencies of our government.

So, in terms of six states that have seen exceptional drought, the
highest intensity level on the drought scale. With water resource
needs varying from region to region, it is critical that we properly
invest in our water infrastructure. Without these investments, the
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3

dichotomy of water surpluses in the Midwest with shortages plagu-
ing the West, poses a severe threat to our conventional way of life.

All these examples paint a clear and compelling picture of the se-
vere weather events we will continue to see from climate change
unless we take proper action. It is critical for agencies that are
project based, like the Corps and Reclamation, to plan regionally
and help our people to do so. And implement solutions on a water-
shed and sub watershed basis to make our communities more resil-
ient.

In the Great Lakes region, projects like Brandon Road are ad-
dressing the economic and environmental damage unleashed by
invasive carp species. Investments in the Soo Locks are
turbocharging the industrial heartland’s maritime ports and ship-
ping industries. I hope we can work together to ensure the same
level of attention is given to Ohio’s ports, which are in need of addi-
tional funding to deliver sustained economic growth for the future,
in a part of the country I might say has been economically battered
for a very long time.

As we begin our discussion on fiscal year 2023, I am discouraged
by the proposed reductions of $1.7 billion for the Army Corps and
$486 million for Reclamation. While historic investments were
made throughout the Infrastructure Investment Jobs Act, in both
your agencies, we have more work to do to rebuild our Nation’s
crumbling infrastructure.

As we launch our hearing today, on behalf of our Nation’s people,
I am reminded today of the words of Daniel Webster that are
carved above the Speaker’s rostrum in the main chamber. ‘‘Let us
develop the resources of our land, call forth its powers, build up its
institutions, promote all its great interests, and see whether we
also, in our day and generation, may not perform something worthy
to be remembered.’’

There is bipartisan support in Congress for the work that your
agencies undertake on behalf of the American people. And thank
you for being here again and we look forward to your testimony.
I will now turn to our very able Ranking Member, Mr. Simpson,
for his opening remarks.

[The information follows:]
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6

Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you, Chairwoman Kaptur. And thank you
all for being here today. Looking at the time and stuff, and we are
going to have votes before too long, I am going to forego my open-
ing statement and enter it for record. So, I want to hear from you
more than you want to hear from me. So, I appreciate that. I yield
back.

[The information follows:]
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9

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Mr. Ranking Member. And
we are now going to call upon the Full Committee Ranking Mem-
ber Congresswoman Granger, Kay Granger. I would like to turn to
her for her opening remarks.

Ms. GRANGER. Thank you Chairwoman Kaptur. I would like to
thank you and Ranking Member Simpson for holding this hearing.
I would also like to thank our witnesses for being here today. Your
agencies are the Nation’s experts on water resources development
and management issues, which directly impact all of our congres-
sional districts. The flood prevention work the Army Corps does is
especially critical to communities throughout the Nation. The
Corps is also responsible for improving and maintaining navigation
channels and harbors around the country.

These waterways are vital to our national economy in numerous
ways. Waterways are crucial to getting oil and natural gas to glob-
al markets. It is especially important now as many countries are
looking to decrease reliance on Russian energy and are looking for
alternative sources.

Despite the bipartisan support this committee has shown
through increasing funding for these programs, the administration
has once again proposed to reduce budgets. I am particularly con-
cerned that the Corps budget disproportionally cuts navigation and
flood control construction, even though we know these are signifi-
cant needs in these areas. We need to find resources needed for
these agencies. And I look forward to working once again with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle, in the House and the Senate,
to do just that. I look forward to the testimony from our witnesses
today and thank you, Madam Chair, and I yield back.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much Ranking Member Granger.
Let me express, again, the subcommittee’s gratitude to our wit-
nesses for joining us here today. We welcome your observations of
how the Army Corps of Engineers and Bureau of Reclamation can
strengthen our Nation’s water infrastructure while creating more
and better jobs as our Nation confronts the challenges of the cur-
rent moment, including climate change.

First, we will have Ms. Tanya Trujillo, the Assistant Secretary
for Water and Science at the Department of the Interior. Ms. Tru-
jillo is a lawyer with more than 20 years of experience working on
complex natural resource management issues and interstate and
transboundary water agreements.

Second, we will have Mr. Michael Connor, the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Army for Civil Works. In this role, Mr. Connor estab-
lishes policy direction and supervises the Department of the Army
functions relating to the Army Corps of Engineers Civil Works Pro-
gram. And prior to his appointment, Mr. Connor served as the Dep-
uty Secretary of Interior and also served as the Commissioner of
the Bureau of Reclamation. Mr. Connor, I am looking forward to
working with you in your role and to getting you out to Ohio and
to visit our district.

And next, we will have Lieutenant General Spellmon. Lieutenant
General Spellmon assumed duties as the 55th Chief of Engineers
and Commanding General of the United States Army Corps of En-
gineers on September 10, 2020, after most recently serving as the
Deputy Commanding General for Civil and Emergency Operations.
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10

And, finally, we will have Mr. David Palumbo. Mr. Palumbo is
the Bureau of Reclamation’s Deputy Commissioner of Operations.
He oversees operations in Reclamation’s five regions, the Native
American and International Affairs Office and Technical Resources.

We are also delighted that Mike Brain, our excellent former pro-
fessional staff member has joined Reclamation as a deputy commis-
sioner.

Thank you for taking the time to be here today. Without objec-
tion, your written statements will be entered into the record. Given
the time constraints placed on all of us by votes, please, if you can
summarize your remarks in just 2 minutes each, starting with Ms.
Trujillo.

Ms. TRUJILLO. Thank you very much, Chairwoman Kaptur, and
Representative Simpson, and the members of the subcommittee. I
am very pleased to be here today on behalf of the Department of
the Interior. The Department of the Interior has a wide variety of
responsibilities with respect to management of land and water
issues. But our role in the west has been made even more chal-
lenging by the severe drought we are currently facing. We have
seen hotter and drier conditions that have resulted in lower runoff
levels and diminished water supply, in addition to the extreme
weather that has been happening elsewhere in the country.

We are also seeing more extreme fire seasons. And these are con-
ditions that I have experienced firsthand as a New Mexican, where
my family ranchlands in New Mexico right now are within the fire
area of one of the active fires.

The funding that we have in our request is complementary to the
funding that we have received through the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law, which provides a historic opportunity to be able to ad-
dress some of the challenges we are seeing now. Both in terms of
responding to the short-term emergency situation, but also in
terms of building the resiliency that our projects can do through
modernizing our aging infrastructure and expanding opportunities
for programs like water recycling, expanding water storage, and
many of the other effective programs that the Bureau of Reclama-
tion has in place.

Our 2023 budget request includes $1.4 billion for Reclamation
programs and projects. These programs provide water supplies for
agricultural, municipal, and industrial purposes throughout the
West. Our programs also support stream restoration efforts and
habitat for endangered species. And we are more committed than
ever to ensure that we are meeting our obligations to our Tribal
partners, not only through implementation of the existing Indian
water rights settlements, but through all of our programs, which
we are seeking to make available to communities as widely as pos-
sible.

The funding that we seek through our current request will allow
us to continue to implement programs such as the Rural Water
Program, the WaterSMART Program, and to continue to address
our aging infrastructure needs in the context of the changing cli-
mate we are experiencing.

I am very pleased to provide written testimony to the committee
and happy to be here to answer your questions as well.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you so very much, Ms. Trujillo. Now, Mr.
Connor, please proceed.

Mr. CONNOR. Thank you, Madam Chairwoman. Ranking Member
Simpson, Ranking Member Granger, members of the committee,
thank you for the opportunity to be here to discuss the President’s
budget request for the Army Civil Works Program.

The fiscal year 2023 budget request includes $6.6 billion for
Army Civil Works. This is the second highest budget level in over
2 decades, and on top of the $23 billion we received in 2021
through the Disaster Supplemental and the IIJA legislation. The
budget is focused on smart investments yielding high economic and
environmental returns, increasing resilience to climate change for
the benefit of both communities and aquatic ecosystems based on
the best available science, supporting a strong economy through
safe, efficient, and reliable commercial navigation, and investing in
disadvantaged communities that have too often been left behind.

With this budget, the Army will continue working with commu-
nity partners to develop, manage, restore, and protect our Nation’s
precious water resources, particularly as it relates to the three pri-
mary missions of the Civil Works Program: commercial navigation,
flood protection and storm damage reduction, and aquatic eco-
system restoration.

With respect to disadvantaged communities, the administration
has set a goal that 40 percent of the overall benefits in Federal in-
vestments in climate flow to disadvantaged communities, the Jus-
tice 40 initiative.

Actions associated with environmental justice include examining
our activities in key programs to determine whether benefits have
accrued to disadvantaged communities. There are also funds, one,
to provide access to technical assistance programs and develop
projects that benefit disadvantaged communities. And two, ensure
that any updates to our policies and guidance do not result in dis-
proportionate negative impact to those communities.

The fiscal year 2023 budget also continues the process of ad-
dressing the climate crisis and evaluating civil works programs to
identify appropriate access to support the administration’s efforts
to tackle climate change at home and abroad.

These efforts include incorporating natural and nature-based in-
frastructure solutions wherever possible. Investments include 974
million for construction of flood and storm damage reduction and
aquatic ecosystem restoration projects. Over 90 million to improve
the resilience of core infrastructure climate change, and 37 million
for technical assistance programs. We also include funding to con-
tinue studies to investigate climate resilience in numerous areas
such as Great Lakes coasts, as well as central and southern Flor-
ida.

And with that, I will finish my statement and I am happy to an-
swer questions at the appropriate time.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Mr. Connor. Lieutenant
General Spellmon, please begin.

General SPELLMON. Thank you, Chairwoman Kaptur, Ranking
Member Simpson, Ranking Member Granger, and distinguished
members of the subcommittee. I am honored to testify before you
today and thank you for the opportunity to discuss the fiscal year
2023 budget of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Another record
investment in our civil works program.

Today, I look forward to discussing the status of important Corps
projects and programs, as well as answering questions the com-
mittee may have regarding the 2023 budget. Most importantly, I
look forward to continuing to work with this committee, Congress,
and the administration to address the Nation’s water resource in-
frastructure needs.

We greatly appreciate the committee’s continued support of the
Corps’ program. With recent supplemental appropriations and con-
tinued record high annual appropriations, the Corps Civil Works
Program has experienced significant growth over the past several
years. This substantial level of investment enables critical water
resources projects to be studied and constructed. It also helps with
developing innovative approaches to address some of our most
pressing challenges through focused research and development.

The fiscal year 2023 budget reflects a targeted approach to con-
tinue investing in our water resources programs and supports the
Assistant Secretary’s priorities for the Corps by upgrading our Na-
tion’s waterways, protecting communities and ecosystems, better
serving disadvantaged communities, investing in science and re-
search and development, and finally, sustaining and improving our
communications and relationships with our partners.

The 2023 budget taken with other recent funding, provides the
Corps with what the Secretary calls a transformational opportunity
to deliver water resource infrastructure projects that will positively
impact communities across this great Nation. I will conclude by
saying the Corps does not accomplish anything on its own. We
draw from our engineering expertise and build upon our relation-
ships with our non-Federal partners, project stakeholders, and
Congress to enable us to succeed. I look forward to continuing our
great collaboration as we continue to take on the challenges that
face us today and those of tomorrow. And thank you again, Chair-
woman Kaptur, Ranking Member Simpson. I look forward to any
questions you may have.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, General Spellmon. Now, we will call
upon Mr. Palumbo.

Mr. PALUMBO. Thank you, Chairwoman Kaptur, Ranking Mem-
ber Simpson, and the members of the subcommittee for the oppor-
tunity to discuss the President’s budget for the Bureau of Reclama-
tion. I am David Palumbo, Acting Commissioner.

Reclamation’s working relationship with the subcommittee has
helped us address both longstanding and emerging challenges in
the west. Addressing drought resilience, water security, climate
change adaptation, ecosystem health, and issues of equity are es-
sential, as are the continuing needs to secure, maintain, and mod-
ernize our Nation’s water infrastructure.

We have a generational opportunity to couple our discretionary
budget request with that of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to
put money to work on the ground to advance these vital needs for
the American people.

I would like to acknowledge the significant, expansive, and per-
sistent drought. In most western watersheds, there have been suc-
cessive and compounding years of drought, exacerbating the dire
conditions on the ground. These hydrologic conditions have resulted
in the need to make difficult decisions. Many water users, power
contractors, Tribes, and related communities have had to make sig-
nificant sacrifices.

These situations highlight the need for immediate actions, as
well as thoughtful planning for on the ground work to make both
our infrastructure and operational decisions more resilient to with-
stand future water resource scarcity and variability. Reclamation’s
budget priorities reflect a commitment to drought planning and re-
sponse activities to promote water security. Reclamation must also
plan for the future of its infrastructure. Reclamation’s dams and
reservoirs, water conveyance systems, and power generating facili-
ties serve as the water and power infrastructure backbone of the
American west. However, as with all infrastructure, these features
are aging and are in need of critical maintenance.

This being said, it is not sufficient to address infrastructure
needs without considering economic inequities, needs of the under-
served communities, and environmental justice. Reclamation is es-
tablishing and rebuilding water infrastructure for underserved pop-
ulations by ensuring that clean drinking water is reliably provided
to communities.

I, again, thank the subcommittee and I am happy to answer any
questions.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Mr. Palumbo for your state-
ment. Please let me remind members and witnesses that the 5-
minute clock still applies. If there is a technology issue, we will
move to the next member until the issue is resolved and you will
retain the balance of your time. You will notice a clock either on
your screen or in this room that will show how much time is re-
maining. At 1 minute remaining, the Zoom clock will turn to yel-
low. At 30 seconds, I will gently tap the gavel to remind members
that their time is almost expired and when your time has expired,
I will begin to recognize the next member.

In terms of the speaking order, we will generally follow the order
as we did in our first hearings, beginning with the chair and rank-
ing member. I’ll recognize members present at the time the hearing
is called to order, recognized in order of seniority and finding mem-
bers arriving after gavel by order of arrival.

Additional rounds of questions may occur after all members have
an opportunity for a first round. We will now begin questioning
under normal rules.

I will ask the first question of General Spellmon, and this relates
to Brandon Road and the Asian carp. The invasive Asian carp is
very important to the Great Lakes region, as you know. Great
Lakes is home to a multibillion-dollar fishery which is native and
will be destroyed if the invasive Asian carp reaches our lakes, and
it is on its way.

I have to say I am very pleased that the Brandon Road Lock and
Dam Project is moving forward to address this issue. Along with
our Great Lakes colleagues, I want to thank the Corps for includ-
ing funding for the fiscal year 2022 budget for completing the PED
and providing $226 million in the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act to initiate construction.

I am also very pleased that the fiscal year 2023 budget request
includes $48 million to continue this important effort. General
Spellmon, can you please provide us with an update on the status
of this project?

General SPELLMON. Yes, ma’am. First, we want to thank Con-
gress for the authorization of Brandon Roads and WORDA 2020
and greatly appreciate the $225 million in the IIJA.

So, we are moving forward with preliminary engineering and de-
sign. We will complete what we can fund in PED in the September
timeframe with the existing funds that we have. Beyond Sep-
tember, we have to delve into the IIJA funds that were provided.
To use those funds, we need to enter into a Project Partnership
Agreement with our non-Federal sponsors. There are three things,
all related, that are holding up that agreement, ma’am.

First, is a potential WORDA provision that would provide for a
hundred percent Federal expense of the Brandon Roads Project. So,
that is out there with Illinois and the Great Lakes states. Secondly,
is certainly Illinois’ desire to have more of the Great Lakes states
sign on as project sponsors. And then finally, Illinois does have
some concerns with long-term O&M responsibility.

So, we will continue on with preliminary engineering and design
through September, ma’am, and then we hope to have more visi-
bility on the way ahead for the Project Partnership Agreement as
we get closer to a WORDA bill.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Well, I just say to my colleagues in the West, I don’t
know where this fish is headed, but if you think about the zebra
and quagga mussels that are now moving into the water systems
of the West, you will get a sense of what has happened to us as
these invasive species come into our country by different means,
and then they just spread.

And for us, it is a 16- to $18 billion fishery just in Lake Erie that
is at risk and it is really frightening.

I know that you work with the Fish and Wildlife Service and
there are a lot of fishing contracts. I would be very grateful to have
pre-notice of when you announce that you might be doing the fish-
ing contracts because they are trying to fish these things out as
they come up the Mississippi, and so that we can make those avail-
able to stakeholders across the Great Lakes who are all very wor-
ried and sometimes don’t follow the announcements of the Federal
Government.

But that is an important part of the beginning of a solution to
getting rid of these things, if that can ever be done.

In the interest of time, I will hold my questions until a second
round. I would like to now turn to our ranking member for any
questions he may have.

Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you, Chairwoman Kaptur. I am going to list
several questions, and you don’t have to answer them here, but
they are going to be submitted so that that you can—you probably
have answers for them, but in the interest of time, you know, you
can tell how interested people are in this hearing because all mem-
bers are here or on video. But most members are here in person.

You mentioned, Mr. Connor, about disadvantaged community, 40
percent going to disadvantaged communities. Could you give me a
definition in writing; what do you consider a disadvantaged com-
munity and is that government-wide or is it specific for this pro-
gram? So, just give us one of those.

The other thing is the Little Wood River/Gooding Wall Project.
I have been working on that for 24 years, ever since I have been
in Congress. I would like to see it completed before I die. And a
lot of people in Gooding would like to see it completed before they
die, also. Work with us and get that done. Let us move that for-
ward.

Waters of the United States has always been one of those things
that have been tossed back and forth between different administra-
tions and so forth. Right now, there is a case, the Sackett case. You
don’t plan on writing a new—I hope you don’t plan on writing a
new rule for Waters of the United States before the Sackett case
is decided. Let us see if we can hold out until that—see how that
case turns out before we write a new rule. And I would appreciate
your answer to that and we will do that in writing. If you plan on
writing a new rule, I would like to know why you are doing it now.

The Indian water rights settlements that you mentioned, you are
going to go in this budget from discretionary spending to manda-
tory spending. Mandatory spending doesn’t have necessarily a
level. So, I would like to know—and I believe that the Bureau of
Reclamation, the Indian water rights is a priority with them as it
is with many of us.
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I would like to know why moving it to mandatory is the right
thing to do and what that does in terms of placing Indian water
rights on a priority list and the importance of it within the Bureau.

One of the other questions that I am going to have is the steps
that you are taking to ensure that the projects are completed or ad-
vanced efficiently and effectively. And how are you dealing with en-
suring good cost estimates in this environment of increasing infla-
tion and stuff and the impact that is having on you? And are we
putting enough money in the management reserve, is that suffi-
cient, or should more money be placed in the management reserve
and should have we made more cautious decisions on that?

And along that same line is we chose to allocate in the infra-
structure bill money that went to start, but not complete, several
sizable projects. And I recognize that that choice was allowed under
the text of the law, but I am concerned about the implications of
the decisions on future years’ appropriation needs.

What outyear impacts should this committee be looking at down
the years as we try to finish these major projects that we will start
with the infrastructure money? And more importantly, are other
agencies in the Federal Government, I am talking about one par-
ticular that starts with three letters, O-M-B, are they committed to
requesting the money to finish these projects that we are starting
under that?

And one other thing with the Bureau that I would like a re-
sponse to, and I just heard of this today, that there have been some
issues that have risen with the American Falls Spillway Project
there, and what we are doing. I’d like to be briefed on that when
you find out the information there to make sure that the space
holders are not going to have increased cost placed on them.

So, I appreciate that. I really do appreciate the work that you all
do as I know everyone on this committee does. And I know that
every time I have called either the Corps or the Bureau and asked
them for their help or raised problems that members have come to
me with, you have been most responsive in trying to address those
concerns and I truly appreciate that. Thank you. Yield back.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Ranking Member. Ranking member of
the full committee, Congresswoman Granger.

Ms. GRANGER. Secretary Connor, the Calhoun Port Authority has
proposed fully funding the Matagorda Ship Channels expansion
project. Oh, thank you, sorry. This project could be completed with-
out another dime of Federal funding, yet the request has been
stuck since last summer. Could you tell me when this project will
be approved?

Mr. CONNOR. Thank you, Ranking Member Granger, for the
question. I did meet with the Port Authority officials within the
last month and I am cognizant of their timeframe for when they
want to let a contract out to do the enhancements that need to be
done at the port. I do recognize the importance with respect to the
commodities that they export through that facility, both in the agri-
cultural and the energy sectors, as well as the dangerous nature
of that particular channel.

So, it is on our priority list to evaluate that. We are finishing up
our pre-construction and engineering design work related to the
project and that includes monitoring, because there is some concern
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with some of the sediments and the contamination. So, when we
get the monitoring plan done, then we can move forward with the
Advanced Funds Agreement. So, knowing that they want an an-
swer within the next couple months, we will be working on that
timeframe to get that answer.

Ms. GRANGER. Okay, thank you. I have another question, but I
will wait until the next round.

Ms. KAPTUR. Congresswoman Kirkpatrick.
Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Thank you, Madam Chair and Ranking Mem-

ber. Good afternoon. It is great to be back here in this room. To-
day’s hearing is especially important to me because we get an op-
portunity to discuss our precious water supply. A lot sure has
changed in the last few years here, but the drought we are facing
in Arizona has been a constant, hasn’t it?

In all seriousness, the Colorado River provides water to approxi-
mately 40 million people and 5.5 million acres of irrigated agri-
culture across all seven basin states: Colorado, New Mexico, Utah,
Wyoming, California, Nevada, and, of course, Arizona.

Since 2000, or for over 20 years, the basin has experienced his-
torically dry conditions. The seven basin states and key water
agencies, such as yours, have worked together over the past quar-
ter century to better manage and share the waters of the Colorado
River. We are seeing historically low levels of water supply in Lake
Powell. So low, in fact, that we are facing the real possibility of
Lake Powell reaching a minimum power pool which would severely
impact our capability to generate hydropower.

So, my questions are for Deputy Commissioner Palumbo and As-
sistant Secretary Trujillo. I am going to ask my questions en bloc,
but you can answer them as you wish. How close are we to reach-
ing this critically low level of water in Lake Powell? What is Rec-
lamation doing to both prepare for these drastically low water lev-
els and prevent a loss in our hydropower capabilities along the Col-
orado River? And lastly, what additional resources does Reclama-
tion need to prevent or mitigate these drought effects? Can you use
drought mitigation funding to address that? We will start with
Deputy Commissioner Palumbo.

Mr. PALUMBO. Thank you very much, Congresswoman. You hit it
on the head. There is significant and expansive drought in the
American West in the Colorado River Basin. With respect to reach-
ing those critically low elevations that you mentioned in Lake Pow-
ell, that elevation is 3,490 feet. Today we are at 3,522, so 32 feet
above that level, not much head room, so to speak, to play with.

So, what we are doing is looking at a couple different opportuni-
ties to shore up that elevation. One of which is bringing some
water down from upper reservoirs to shore up the elevation and,
two, holding back some water from releasing downstream to shore
up that elevation. So, we are working with all seven basin states.
We are working with the country of Mexico. We are working with
the 30 tribes in the Colorado River Basin to make that happen.

With respect to what are we doing, generally speaking, we are
trying to be very supply-smart. How much can we reasonably ex-
pect, and then matching demands with those supplies. Looking at
opportunities for conservation, looking at opportunities for in-
creased storage such as the Verde River Project in Arizona, and
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then looking for new opportunities through our Water Reuse Pro-
gram under Title 16, and our Desalination Program. All those are
in play right now.

The last question with respect to funding, all those things I men-
tioned could always benefit from additional funding should the sub-
committee wish to provide that to Reclamation and that could be
put to beneficial use.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Thank you. Now, Assistant Secretary Trujillo,
can you also address those questions?

Ms. TRUJILLO. Yes, ma’am. Thank you, Representative Kil-
patrick. We think about these issues on a daily basis. Mr. Palumbo
did an excellent job of characterizing all of our ongoing work. I
would add that we are working very closely with your constituents
in Arizona and in all the other basin states and in with our part-
ners in Mexico. We have a team in Mexico today talking about
these exact same issues.

I would also highlight, maybe just to supplement, that we work
closely with our Federal partners as well. So, we have agency part-
ners in NOAA and the Corps of Engineers, in the Department of
Agriculture that we are trying to work proactively to use our re-
sources in complementary ways. And that is what is going to get
us through this drought and we appreciate the support from Con-
gress on these issues.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Again, thank you very much. And I yield
back.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Congresswoman. Now, we
will move to a member that has been with us from the very begin-
ning, but on virtual, Congresswoman Bustos of Illinois.

Mrs. BUSTOS. All right. Thank you, Madam Chair. I certainly ap-
preciate the opportunity to be here, and thank you to our Ranking
Member as well. I am going to address my questions to Secretary
Connor and also to General Spellmon, so just a heads up on that.

But let me start out by saying thank you very much for providing
$829 million to kick off construction within the Navigation Eco-
system Sustainability Program. We all know it as NESP. So, what
this will do is allow the long overdue and critical work of updating
our inland waterway infrastructure on the upper Mississippi and
Illinois waterways, so we can finally begin that.

The funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law will com-
pletely, completely cover updates to Lock and Dam 25 and will also
provide ecosystem restoration upriver from that. And, you know, I
look back on when we started working on this and it was literally
3 months into when I was first elected to office more than 9 years
ago. And so, obviously, we are going to keep going. We have more
work to do. We still have six locks to construct through NESP and
hundreds of ecosystem projects.

And so, we know that continual progress will absolutely be crit-
ical as we take a look at the Infrastructure Bill funding. So, the
next lock that is slated for updates is LaGrange. And it is the busi-
est lock on the Illinois waterway and one of the busiest locks au-
thorized in NESP.

So, my questions to both of you, and you can go with whatever
order makes sense, but what is the capability dollar amount of La-
Grange today? And if you received all of that in fiscal year 2023,

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:59 Jan 04, 2023 Jkt 049890 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\A890P2.XXX A890P2kh
am

m
on

d
on

D
S

K
JM

1Z
7X

2P
R

O
D

w
ith

H
E

A
R

IN
G



42

how would you invest it to improve capacity and safety at La-
Grange?

General SPELLMON. Ma’am, this is General Spellmon. First, in
addition to the $829 million you mentioned in the Jobs Act, the ’22
appropriations also gave us another 45 million. So, much of that
funding is going to be used for Lock 14 mooring cell construction,
multiple ecosystem projects that you mentioned. But for LaGrange,
it is going to advance the design for that 1,200-foot lock.

We are not, as an agency, reporting any additional capability for
NESP for ’23, just given the generous appropriations that we re-
ceived in the Jobs Act and in the 22 appropriations.

Mrs. BUSTOS. And, Mr. Secretary, anything else to add to that?
Mr. CONNOR. I would just add, beyond the specifics of LaGrange

and NESP, I just want to put in a plug for the Illinois waterway
system as a whole. As you know, but I just want to say it out loud
here, these investments are incredibly valuable to make safer,
more reliable, and, quite frankly, more environmentally friendly
transport of cargo and improve our supply chain. So, we are very
enthusiastic about the investments we are making in NESP. It is
an indication of what we can do from both an infrastructure and
an environmental standpoint. We are moving those agendas in par-
allel and we are going to improve the efficiency by which we can
move goods in this country. It is a very exciting part of the portfolio
and long overdue to make these investments.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Absolutely. We are really excited about it.
Let me just mention one other thing and then I will yield back

to the chair. But in December of 2019, the Corps announced that
there were two locks, the T.J. O’Brien and the Lockport locks, that
would be moved from the Rock Island district, which is in the con-
gressional district that where I live and that I represent.

The oversight of those would be moved to the Chicago district
with a third lock, Brandon Road, to be transferred also after the
completion of the significant work being done there. So, while I
share concerns with stakeholder groups about what I considered
really the lack of transparency about that decision. You know, I ul-
timately understood and supported the goals of maintaining a sus-
tainable workload for both of the districts. But I just wanted to
quickly let you know that I am so glad to hear that the Corps has
decided against transferring two additional locks from the Rock Is-
land District to the Chicago District. The way I look at it, is losing
more locks from the Rock Island District would threaten the long-
term sustainability of the Rock Island District, which is obviously
something that is very, very important to the people in the region
that I represent.

So I just want to say thank you for the decision.
And, with that, Madam Chair, I will yield back any remaining

time that I have.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, congresswoman.
I just love this committee. I just—you don’t even know how good

you are.
So we go from the heartland, now we are going out to California,

we’re representative geographically, intellectually this is just really
a great committee.

So go ahead, Congressman Calvert.
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Mr. CALVERT. Well, good afternoon. Thank you to all the wit-
nesses for being here. I think I have run into a few of you over the
years since I have been here for a while.

General Spellmon, I appreciate your engagement on the Marietta
Creek Project in my district. It is a shame it took so long to get
where we are at, but thanks to your team’s engagement we finally
have an operations and maintenance manual for the completed
phases of the project. So we are making some progress.

I also appreciate the Corps working with me to treat 2B as shov-
el ready. I want to work with you to find opportunities to move con-
struction of 2B forward while remaining phases of the project are
reevaluated.

One issue I want to talk about, General, is the recent develop-
ments have caused the Corps to rethink how it approaches flood
plain management. Historically, in the Prado Basin we have been
able to improve economic development projects above elevations
566. But recently these projects have been facing challenges related
to litigation stemming from Hurricane Harvey in Texas.

One of my concerns is that the Corps policy has not been up-
dated to reflect the evolving landscape. So when project proponent
rely on policy and regulations that are on the books, they run into
an unanticipated wall at the end of an approval process. There is
no planning for a black swan event and we need to draw the line
someplace. How do we balance reasonable risk and the significant
economic development these projects in my region will deliver?
And, finally, how is the Corps determining the application of these
new unwritten considerations for approving projects?

General SPELLMON. Sir, you are correct. We have a lot of work
to do to update our guidelines for project of these nature. I would
just, sir, go back to Ms. Kaptur’s opening comment, what—and this
is all highlighted in National Climate Assessment. What used to be
a 100 year event is no longer the case. So you mentioned Addicks
and Barker. When we designed that and built that back in the
1940s, no one ever anticipated 60 inches of rainfall in the City of
Houston nor the expansion of the city out there today.

Sir, I am committed to working with you. I am familiar with the
project that you are referring. Our, of course, interest is in life safe-
ty and we are ready to work with you on a way forward. But we
have got to keep in mind that the climate is changing and it is very
well documented and life safety is going to be paramount in all of
our decisions.

Mr. CALVERT. Yeah. I hope we take a good look at that, because
at what point—where do you draw the line? Reasonable risk is rea-
sonable risk, but is it 100-year storm, 500-year storm, 1,000-year
storm?

So at that point, no one has any confidence to make any kind of
responsible risk. And, as you know, decisions have been made
years ago on acquiring property in—not just here in California,
but—in my state of California, but other places based upon what
was the rules and regulations at that time. And so there’s a lot of
uncertainty out there, and so that needs to be cleared up as soon
as possible.

Yes, Mr. Secretary, you wanted?
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Mr. CONNOR. If I could just add real quickly, I think, as the Gen-
eral has noted, we do have a responsibility to constantly reassess
risk and make sure we have the scientific tools to do that. And I
know General Spellmon has been a very strong advocate for in-
creasing the resources we have for R & D.

I would also like to say, you know, whether it is Prado or other
basins, we are pushed by partners and stakeholders to reassess
risk. And in some cases, like in the Prado situation, we reevaluate
how we make releases. And this was not an easy process. But so
we could accommodate Orange County Water District’s ability to
take those flood flows and use them in their recharge basins for
ground water. That is a great result. That is what we should be
doing. Sometimes we need to be pushed by our partners to do that.
So it is the right combination of us having tools, us thinking
through how we can do that, and our partners pushing us.

Mr. CALVERT. Thank you.
And just a quick comment on the Colorado River. Obviously we

have a historic drought and we are going to be very concerned
about how that is managed and how these—you know, obviously it
was mentioned that Lake Powell and of course Lake Mead and the
significant management problems that—not just for California, but
obviously Nevada, Arizona, and the entire southwest. And so hope-
fully there is a good communication on how that is going to take
place, because—you know, God help us, we get some rain next
year, but in the meantime we are going to have to figure out how
we manage our way out of that problem.

With that, Madam Chairman, I yield back.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Congressman Calvert. You

raise important issues. When one looks at this map of the country,
the drought issues are extremely severe, and then of course the wet
weather issues in other parts of the country.

And I am going to turn to another member in just a second, but
I think a question that I have, I would like to put on the record
now deals with the weather changes around the country. And very
pleased to see that the FY ’23 budget request includes funding to
continue studies, such as the Great Lakes Coastal Resiliency
Study. And I think I may be the only city and land planner in Con-
gress, although I know Congresswoman Lee has some background
in that as well. I would ask each member of the committee to think
about people you may know in your part of the country who are
especially good at regional planning incorporating environmental
issues such as this, because the country has to think in a different
way as we move forward in this 21st century and many of the
skills we need aren’t necessarily possessed by those who are sitting
here. We know different pieces of the problem, but as we try to
solve infrastructure issues, the question becomes, you know, where
are those corridors, how do we do—whether it is water, whether it
is roadways, whether it is coastal resilience, how is it that we plan
for somewhat of an unpredictable future, but one that we know will
be a little different than the past.

And so if I think of one name, for instance, from the Great
Lakes, I think of a person like Dan Egan, who wrote ‘‘The Death
and Life of the Great Lakes’’. He has special insight on the dis-
appearing plankton in our fresh water systems. And that influ-

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:59 Jan 04, 2023 Jkt 049890 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\A890P2.XXX A890P2kh
am

m
on

d
on

D
S

K
JM

1Z
7X

2P
R

O
D

w
ith

H
E

A
R

IN
G



45

ences the way we think about what we do in our region. Those who
come from the west, you have your personal knowledge and you
know of people who think about this. Those of you who come from
the south and the flooding, those who come from the Everglades.
I mean this is an incredible committee. And I think if you could
help us as we move forward in this session of Congress to think
about people you may know that we could put in a room or on a
zoom and talk about ways in which we think about watershed
planning, sub-watershed planning. I just got a great idea from
somebody back home who said, Marcy, you have got to go work
with the cemeteries because they have got room to hold wetland
water in order—I said I never thought about the cemeteries, I have
been thinking about parks. And so in any case, depending on the
part of the country we live in, the sub-watershed maps, the sub-
sub-watershed maps, some of the data that you possess and that
Department of Agriculture possesses become even more important
to us, but we have to somehow put it together to think about sys-
tems of management.

So I just wanted to put that on the record and ask, General, how
is the Corps working with local communities and stakeholders on
a region wide approach to planning and climate resilience within
your efforts?

General SPELLMON. Yes, ma’am.
So we are hearing two things from communities on this front.

First, they want to see more innovation from the Corps and, as the
Secretary said, we are working very hard to make an argument to
increase some of our research and development investments in se-
lect areas.

And then secondly, we are hearing from communities they want
us to tackle these problems with less concrete and steel and more
natural and nature based features.

So this is really a two-part conversation. We are having to edu-
cate some of our sponsors on what—the limitations of natural and
nature based features and where they can work and also where
they need to be augmented by concrete and steel. But also, we have
got to take the opportunity—I command 38,000 civil engineers, we
have got to take the opportunity to listen more to our local commu-
nities. And so we are dedicated to that, we are committed to it.

But if I had to give you the two things we are hearing most from
communities we work with, it would be those two, ma’am.

Ms. KAPTUR. Very interesting. Thank you so much.
I now would like to call on Congresswoman Susie Lee of Nevada.
Ms. LEE. Thank you, Madam Chair, thank you Ranking Member

Simpson.
And I think Congressman Calvert opened the floor for what I am

sure you all are expecting me to talk about, which is the worst
drought in 12 centuries that we are experiencing in the west. As
we all know, Lake Mead supplies 25 million people with water in
Nevada, Arizona, and California and it is at its current level—at
the lowest level it has been since it was built. You know, we have
all been sounding the alarm bells for a very, very long time now
and it is getting quite disturbing and it is now at an emergency
scenario.
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And so, you know, we are not doing nearly enough of what we
need to be doing to address this. I think it is just the nature of cli-
mate change and the impact we are feeling across the county.

But, Mr. Palumbo, your testimony highlighted several key fund-
ing streams that we have fought for and delivered, including $8.3
billion in investment in water infrastructure in the west via the in-
frastructure bill, as well as increased funding for programs like the
WaterSMART program, which has been very impactful in my com-
munity. In addition to the release of spend plans, can you share
with this committee the concrete steps that we can expect the Bu-
reau to take in the coming months to ensure expedient delivery of
these critical water management funds?

Mr. PALUMBO. Thank you very much, Congresswoman.
We have a variety of funding opportunities being issued in the

summer to put that money to work under BIL as quickly as pos-
sible. We hired several employees to ensure that when those appli-
cations come in they can be turned around and then implemented
on the ground.

Specific to the Colorado River Basin, we are looking at opportuni-
ties for more conservation. We have divided this issue that we are
facing into a crisis that we have today, getting those tourniquets
put on, and then our long-term planning, what we are going to do
for the long-term. So some of these grants on conservation will help
with those tourniquets and then some of the grants will also help
towards that long-term planning effort to match supplies and de-
mands in the future.

Ms. LEE. So in hiring these employees, are you feeling like you
are going to be able to do it in time? Are there barriers to being
able to do that?

Mr. PALUMBO. Right. I think we are very confident we have got
the right folks on board now to help turn that money around expe-
ditiously. Everybody understands the charge of getting, these tour-
niquets on as quickly as possible, shoring up those elevations, im-
plementing this 500+ Plan, which you may have heard about, im-
plementing other measures to shore up elevations in both res-
ervoirs. And we believe we have got the right staff on board to do
that.

Ms. LEE. Great. Thank you.
Assistant Secretary Trujillo, good to see you again. In your testi-

mony you discussed the need for additional funding to implement
drought contingency plans and improve water levels at Lake Mead.
And I wholeheartedly agree.

I worked to pass the Colorado Drought Contingency Plan in
2019, as well as secure funding for large scale recycling projects as
part of the infrastructure bill. Nevada and the Colorado River
Basin states have made smart investments to better manage and
monitor their water, but as we know, we still have a long way to
go and not enough time.

Can you comment on what additional strategies you think should
be deployed by the Federal Government as we begin negotiations
for the 2026 renewal of the Colorado River Guidelines.

Ms. TRUJILLO. Thank you, Representative Lee.
As I mentioned in my opening, this is an issue that we are very

focused on right now. Colorado River issues are something we work
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on every day. We are working not only in the short-term, but also
thinking about the longer-term measures. And we do have a good
track record to build from.

So for the past 20 years we have been thinking about proactive
measures and programs that we can implement to conserve water,
better manage and better balance the system based on the avail-
able supply that we have. That is exactly the kind of foundation
that we are going to be building from.

Right now, I am leading an effort at the Department to work
closely with the tribal representatives and basin state representa-
tives to think about what we can do now to bring more water down
into Lake Powell to protect that system and also protect the system
in the lower basin as well. The next round of guidelines is some-
thing that we are also thinking about in addition to the short-term
measures. And we are going to be working on a pre-scoping process
for that to be kicked off later this year.

Ms. LEE. Great. Thank you.
And, with that, I yield the——
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Congresswoman Lee.
Congressman Fleischmann——
Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Thank you.
Ms. KAPTUR [continuing]. Of Tennessee.
Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Yes, ma’am. Thank you, Madam Chair—is a

privilege to serve on the committee—Ranking Member Simpson.
To the witnesses, thank you so much. I do represent the third

district of Tennessee, largest city is Chattanooga.
General Spellmon, a note of thanks to you personally. You have

visited the Chickamauga Lock. I have called you and you have
been very responsive. But the Nashville district, from bottom all
the way up to the chain of the command when we have had issues
has been very responsive and has worked on this. So thank you
very much, sir. Appreciate this.

Would like to talk a little bit about Chickamauga. In recent
years, Congress has provided robust funding for Chick Lock and
other ongoing projects within the Inland Waterway System. I am
very grateful for the tremendous progress that is being made.

My question, sir, is do you believe current funding is adequate
to complete the project or will additional funding be needed at
some point down the road?

General SPELLMON. Sir, today, currently, we have what we need
to finish.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Great.
In regard to the contracts, and there have been several that are

on the lock project, am I correct in assuming that at this time all
options of the contract have been exercised? And if not, can you ad-
dress any of the time frame of process for exercising the remaining
options, sir?

General SPELLMON. Yes, sir. Sir, I will get you that answer. I
don’t know the details on the options. I do want to report since our
last visit, our contractor who had—we have been having some chal-
lenges—9,500 cubic yards of placement in March and we are on
track for another very good month.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Thank you, sir. That is wonderful. Excellent.
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One final question, if I may. I would like to gain a better under-
standing of the Corps’ process in dealing with the challenging cir-
cumstances created by Covid to complete these kind of large infra-
structure projects, sir.

General SPELLMON. Yes, sir. So not all of these are contract spe-
cific. I will tell you, we are absolutely committed to being open and
transparent with you, sir, members of Congress, and our contrac-
tors who worked through this unprecedented challenge.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Thank you, sir. Appreciate all of you all.
Madam Chair, I yield back.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, congressman.
Congresswoman Frankel from Florida, the Everglades.
Ms. FRANKEL. Hello. Thank you, Madam Chair. And thank you

to our panelists.
I just met with our folks from Jacksonville. Very good group. And

I didn’t get to go through all my issues with them, but most of
them.

But first I want to just start with some questions of some of the
testimony today.

I think it was you, Mr. Connor, that you talked about some resil-
iency projects for south Florida. Could you give me some examples
of what you are thinking about?

Mr. CONNOR. I think the entire south Florida ecosystem restora-
tion program is a resiliency program. I think it is much larger than
Everglades restoration. It is addressing the needs on both coasts,
it is addressing water supply challenges that are arising because
of sea level rise and salt water intrusion, and plus the overall eco-
system restoration aspect. So all of the different aspects of the pro-
gram, CEPP south, CEPP north, new projects, and the ones on
both sides of the coast in limiting, you know, the pollutants falling
into those coastlines I think are all part of the resilience agenda.
I don’t think there is any single project that is more indicative of
trying to meet the whole array of challenges, particularly from a
climate perspective, than the south Florida ecosystem restoration
program.

Ms. FRANKEL. Okay. Thank you.
And we are of course very pleased with the infrastructure money,

the $1 billion to—oh, more than $1 billion to Everglades restoration
and then the budget request from last year, which we funded and
then this year. I think it is over $400 million. Thank you for that
request.

Before I talk a little bit about that, some of the water issues. One
of the things that the folks from Jacksonville told me today is that
their district, Jacksonville, has the biggest backlog of permits in
the entire country. So I didn’t know whether you were aware of
that, but I wanted to—yes, Army Corps I am talking to—yes,
whether you are aware of that and whether you have plans to try
to help them out there?

General SPELLMON. Ma’am, so the state is helping us out. As you
know, with Florida’s assumption of the 404 Program, that backlog
will be coming down significantly.

Ms. FRANKEL. Okay. Thank you.
And then to the controversy—it seems like it is always a con-

troversy—the Lake Okeechobee System Operating Manual. I am
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sure, Lieutenant General, that you are familiar with that. Just for
the folks who are not, you know, both the quality and amount of
water in south Florida is so important. Different groups. You have
for the city and the county, you know, they are concerned about
their drinking water, and the farmers are concerned about having
enough water for their crops. And, of course, the environmental. So
everybody is concerned about having clean water as well as enough
water.

When I was mayor of my city, West Palm Beach, we had a hor-
rendous drought and literally came within weeks of not having any
water. And so my current mayor is constantly with the calls and
the letters just to make sure that the system that you set up is
sensitive to everybody’s interests, without politics. That’s why I al-
ways say, well, here I am spewing this, but I am not going to tell
you what to do other than to say please don’t let politics get in the
way, because I know there are other members of Congress that yell
louder than some other members of Congress, especially about the
algae. Well, we don’t want algae obviously, but to have your poli-
cies and the schedule be based on science.

General SPELLMON. And law, ma’am.
So the ’44 Flood Control Act is very clear, as is the ’58 Water

Supply Act. If the state issues a water right, a water appropriation
to a given entity, a given county, we have to make sure that that
water is in the system and available for when the state wants it.

Ms. FRANKEL. Which gets to me to I guess to this—another issue,
which I unfortunately didn’t get to talk to the Jacksonville folks
about today, but there seems to be another controversy—again, I
am not going to tell you which way really it should go, but in terms
of who should actually manage some of these projects, whether it
should be—not manage, in terms of the water level in the lake,
whether it should be the Army Corps deciding or the state and the
local water management. Have you been aware of that particular
back and forth?

General SPELLMON. Ma’am, I think what you are referring to is
when we get lower down in the operational bank, who—and it is
clear from the—to me anyway that this goes to the state, under
South Florida Water Management District, takes control of the
water distribution when we hit that lower part of the operational
band.

Ms. FRANKEL. Okay. Good. Thank you for that answer.
And then there was—well, I don’t have—I only have 18 seconds.

So the next question will either be in the next round or it will be
on the—we will just submit it by paper.

Thank you very much.
I yield bank.
Ms. KAPTUR. I thank Congresswoman Frankel.
And we will move now from the far southeastern region of the

country to the far northwest. Congresswoman Herrera Beutler
Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Thank you, Madam Chairman.
And I am going to follow Ranking Member Simpson’s lead and

speak really fast and get as much in as I can.
In my district—and this is for General Spellmon—in Cowlitz

County—and I know you know our area well—we have lived with
the aftermath of the 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens for over 20
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years. And back in February I was standing on the banks of the
Cowlitz River with residents right there who shared concerns about
a potentially devastating flood that would wash away their homes.
And this is due to the sediment buildup that flows into the river
from Mount St. Helens. And you know all about the pile dikes
there and what is happening. I think it is incredibly important that
the Federal Government lives up to its responsibility here. And I
guess it would be for both you and Secretary Connor, what is your
office doing to prioritize—or I should say it this way—is your office
prioritizing this? I know that we were able to get money into the
budget and I know that the President’s request was less than what
even the Corps thinks might be possible and maybe be looking at
bumping that up because we put the capacity to put more money
into it, into the budget. Is that something you are willing to do?

General SPELLMON. Yes, ma’am. So let me just give you an up-
date.

So we received, what, $29 million in 22 appropriations. So with
that we will complete the design and finish the spillway raise that
you mentioned. That is fully funded and paid for. And then we are
also going to work on the new fish release site and to continue to
design for the fish collection facility. We don’t have the funds to
complete that yet. We can do the math and tell you what that
would come to, but the important part is what you mentioned, for
the flood control, the spillway raise. And that is funded to comple-
tion.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Thank you.
In addition, switching over to shellfish permitting. I wanted to

give a kudos to the Seattle Corps. Colonel Bullock has done a great
job and has taken it very seriously from the beginning. I have
worked with Congressman Kilmer on this and we have been able
to secure the funds in partnership with your team’s work to meet
the needs of shellfish growers who need to plant, grow, and harvest
with appropriation permits. And there has been a whole mess of
problems there which you guys have been working to get rid of the
problems.

Do you have the resources? Is this going to come to completion?
General SPELLMON. Yes, ma’am. So talked to Colonel Bullock this

morning. We have completed 552 of those permit actions, moving
those to individual permits. We have the next 51 prioritized and
there is a trail of about 100 after that that we have got to work
with the applications on. We have the resources we need and we
appreciate your leadership on this as well.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Good. Thank you.
Columbia River Turning Basin. Everybody is looking at me funny

because I am rapid fire here, but these are so important. This is
so critical. It is the lifeblood of my region and for our economy it
is so important.

In 2020, the Columbia River Turning Basin and Navigation Im-
provements Feasibility Study was authorized in WRDA. And the
first step in completing this work is for the Corps to conduct that
feasibility study. And I understand the Corps is partnering with
Ports of Kalama, Ports of Longview in my district on the study. I
know that w were able to get about $200,000 in the last go around.
And I think the questions moving forward are—both for Secretary
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Connor and/or General Spellmon—what is your office doing to
prioritize the funding for this study? And can you provide me with
an update on the efforts to improve the efficiencies on the lower
Columbia River navigation channel by adding and improving turn-
ing basis as identified by the lower Columbia River ports and the
river pilots?

General SPELLMON. Ma’am, I will get you a specific update with
what we are putting to work with the $200,000 that you have given
us and the non Federal sponsors’ money and then I will follow up
with you on your second question.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. I love—man, I can even get to even more
questions. This is going great. Thank you so much.

Army Corps of Engineers and NOAA have signed an MOU that
changes the—this is important—this is probably for Secretary Con-
nor—the environmental baseline for maintenance, permits, and lev-
ies, a significant mitigation, even for the basic maintenance for the
regulating community. And I understand the—so my concern on
this is the potential for permitting processes to become a major
stumbling block because of the need to go back to a baseline that
takes into account what is currently infrastructure and what is—
and changing the baseline, essentially moving the goalpost to what
was—you know, to say whatever existing infrastructure is, we don’t
care, we are going to go back to when that wasn’t here. And I am
sure—you know, all these things we just talked about are regu-
latory in nature. This could have a really significant impact on
all—everything we have just talked about and the dollars invested.

How are you looking at this with regard to—and this happened
in 2018 and it wasn’t a very recent thing, but I wanted to hear
your thoughts on it and make sure you understood how concerned
I am about how this really resets the whole region.

Mr. CONNOR. Absolutely. This is one of the first issues that I
stepped into when I took this position, the MOU that we have with
NOAA fisheries.

The goal is ultimately to work through this painful process about
what the baseline is to make sure we understand under current
regulations what is in the baseline, and then determine with the
maintenance activities going on, does it change from what the ex-
isting structure is doing within the system right now. So it is com-
plicated, it is a fact, but the overall goal is let us agree on the base-
line parameters given the existing law, then let us figure out how
to do a programmatic biological opinion by both NOAA fisheries
and the Fish and Wildlife Service so that we can understand, as-
sess whatever mitigation might be necessary or might not be ap-
propriate and be able to process these permits that have been de-
layed for quite some time.

So rather than having the standoff, we have tried to work
through the issues so that we can get to the programmatic so that
we can do the permitting work. We are making good progress. I
think we will have programmatics by mid-summer. The question is,
does that give us much time in the ’22 time frame to do the work.
We are probably behind on that. Hopefully we can get some work
done, but probably most of it will be in next year’s work period.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Thank you for the extra time.
I yield back.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, congresswoman.
And now we will return to the gulf southern Florida region with

Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank you, Madam Chair.
The Atlantic, but same thing.
Ms. KAPTUR. What did I say?
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. The gulf. But we are on the east side.

But thank you, Madam Chair.
General Spellmon, last year when you came before the sub-

committee, you may recall that we talked about the EAA Reservoir.
The construction of that reservoir is vital to reducing the harmful
discharges and moving clean water south to refresh the Everglades,
the River of Grass. We have made remarkable progress in terms
of the funding that we have been able to provide to the Everglades
restoration process and so we are all thrilled about that. I am sure
you are as thrilled as we are because we can get a lot of these
projects done.

But you specifically mentioned last year that you would like the
administration to provide the Corps with continuing contract au-
thority to reduce contract risks and allow you to accelerate the
completion of the reservoir.

My first question—and I am going to do rapid fire like Ms. Her-
rera Beutler—has the administration provided you with that au-
thority and what is your expected completion for the EAA Res-
ervoir, both if the administration provides you with the continuing
contract authority and if they fail to do so?

General SPELLMON. Yes, ma’am.
So there are a lot of technical reasons why we want to have the

incremental funding clause on this particular project. Working very
closely with Mr. Connor, who is spearheading this conversation
within the administration. And we are going to continue to press
on this all the way up until get to award time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. I asked another question. What is
your current expected completion date for the EAA Reservoir, both
if the administration provides you with that authority and if they
fail to do so.

General SPELLMON. Yes, ma’am.
So we were going from a scheduled I shared with South Florida

Water Management District. I can give you start dates that we be-
lieve. We think this is an 8 to 9 year build——

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mm-hmm.
General SPELLMON [continuing]. Once we get started.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mm-hmm. And then if you don’t get

the contract authority?
General SPELLMON. Ma’am, it could extend.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Okay. You hear that, Mr. Connor? We

need to get this done.
Mr. CONNOR. Loud and clear.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Really important. So I know we are

planning a call—
Mr. CONNOR. Yes.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ [continuing]. In the very near future.

I would really like to get that call scheduled so that we can sort
this out and get this ball rolling.
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Mr. CONNOR. Very good. Absolutely.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank you.
Okay. The Central and South Florida Flood Control Project pro-

vides flood protection for the 11 million people who live within its
boundaries. The populations of Broward, Palm Beach, and Miami-
Dade Counties all depend on a functioning flood control system
which faces substantial stress due to changing in the physical envi-
ronment, especially increased rainfall intensity and rising sea lev-
els caused by climate change.

In fact, a 2009 study by the South Florida Water Management
District identified 18 water control structures in Miami-Dade and
Broward that are within 6 inches of failure. And experts expect
that another 3 inches of sea level rise will occur within a decade.
And we know that management of the flood control project needs
to be restudied and updated. Thankfully, we included funding to
start the re-study under the Corps’ Section 216 authority in the FY
’22 appropriations bill and President Biden included funding in his
budget request for FY ’23.

General Spellmon, can you explain the current state of the re-
study and what the Corps limitations are to study inland portions
of the flood control project, like canal cross sections, conveyances,
and secondary structures? And I do have another question.

General SPELLMON. Yes, ma’am.
So we have all the authority we need under Section 216 to look

at this from a flood risk management perspective. Thank you for
the new start, thank you for the $475,000. And we are tied in well
with South Florida Water Management District on this effort.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Okay. So the scope of the Section 216
study is narrow. And, you know, I know your interpretation is that
it is only intended to investigate coastal salinity structures for flood
resilience. The Section 216 study won’t consider flood resilience
needs throughout the entire system and further inland according to
your interpretation. Is that correct?

General SPELLMON. Ma’am, I think we could look at this—my
understanding is we can look at this comprehensively from a flood
risk management and coast storm risk management perspective. I
will go back and confirm if I have the wrong read on that.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Okay. I was going to read you the
statute if you confirmed that that was your position. Since it isn’t
necessarily, I won’t read you the statute. I will spare you that. But
we need to understand whether or not we can address the imme-
diate issues that I just went through within your existing author-
ity. And you think that that is not precluded?

General SPELLMON. Ma’am, so there was some discussion can I
look at other aquatic ecosystem restoration or other water supply
benefits in this under Section 216. The answer to that is no. I be-
lieve what you are describing is correct, that falls within our au-
thority. But let me go back and confirm.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. What I don’t want to have to do is go
back and try to get another new start to be able to do the next
phase of this. And I have been asked to submit a project that—but
then the feedback we got was that that was what was required and
that I couldn’t move forward without that authorization. So I defi-
nitely need the answer to that question, like today. Because today
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is the deadline to submit the project—like an hour from now. So
I need the answer right away.

General SPELLMON. Ma’am, we will follow up shortly.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Okay. Thank you very much.
Madam Chair, I yield back.
Ms. KAPTUR. All right. Thank you very much, Congresswoman

Wasserman Schultz.
Now we will move to the Keystone State. Congressman

Reschenthaler from Pennsylvania.
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Thank you, Madam Chair. I appreciate it.

Thanks.
General Spellmon, I had a question, and Secretary Connor, I had

a question about Lock number 4, Charleroi and the Lower Mon. As
you know, it is scheduled to be completed in 2 years, but it is tak-
ing 30 years. I mean I was literally in elementary school when that
was started, so. What lessons have we learned from that project
and what can we do so in the future—what are the takeaways so
in the future it doesn’t take 30 years to complete a project like
that?

General SPELLMON. Sir, so I was out at Charleroi last week and
met with the team. This is—we incrementally funded that project
for 18 years and had as many contractors working on it. So when
we fully funded that recently, it is just accelerating the completion
time. So that is the example. We want to fully fund these up front
to get them in the ground quicker.

Mr. CONNOR. Nothing more to add. I absolutely agree with Gen-
eral Spellmon.

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. And then talking about Charleroi, I know
there is going to be a second lock there. Just do we know, one,
when that is to be completed and, two, what the cost is projected
to be?

General SPELLMON. Sir, so we believe we are funded to comple-
tion at $111 million that we received in the ’20 President’s budget.
We have what we need and that lock will be function in 2024.

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. I do have some other questions, but I will
submit them in writing just because I know we are coming up on
votes and some of my colleagues need to ask questions. But thanks
for the answer and thanks for being here today.

I yield back.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Congressman Reschenthaler. And I

don’t know if you have been watching the monitor, but we have
had a full array of members. I am just so proud.

All right. Now we are going to move to the far northwest again.
Congressman Kilmer of Washington.

Mr. KILMER. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.
Lieutenant General Spellmon, good to see you again. Assistant

Secretary Connor, thank you for being here and good to meet you
too.

I wanted to bring up some issues from my neck of the woods. I
want to thank Congresswoman Herrera Beutler for mentioning
both shellfish permitting and in water construction permitting be-
cause it saves me diving into those two issues.

I did learn that Jaime Pinkham, the Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works visited the Shoalwater Bay
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Tribe this week, one of a few examples I have learned about re-
cently where the Corps is starting to engage with tribes in Wash-
ington State. As you may know, many tribes in my district are im-
minently threatened by climate change and sea level rise, forcing
them to actively move to higher ground to protect their people.

First, I commend the Corps for starting discussions with tribes
on where Corps expertise and assistance can help with the protec-
tion and preservation of tribal coastal zones and areas.

So I was hoping you could share any more about these efforts,
especially in Washington State. More than anything, I would ap-
preciate a commitment from the Corps to continue this engagement
with our tribes and to report back on what, if anything, you need
from this committee to ensure the Corps is able to move forward
with this.

Washington has over 3,000 miles of marine coastline, 17 tribal
communities have made their homes on those coasts since time in
memorial. And they are trying to move some of those assets to
higher ground. And we believe that the Corps expertise could be
very helpful with this.

So would love just to get any more about these efforts and any-
thing you need from our committee to be able to move that for-
ward.

General SPELLMON. Yes, sir. This is General Spellmon. I will
start.

So we are at the point now where we are nearly doing an emer-
gency management action on the coastline for the Shoalwaters, the
Quinault, the Quileute Tribes about every year. So we appreciate
the generous funding in IIJA, the $40 million for the coastal project
for the Shoalwater. I would just offer, I think it is time to think
broader on the west coast, like we have done on our North Atlantic
Comprehensive Coastal Study, our South Atlantic, we are turning
in a Texas Coastal Study here for Congress’ consideration and
WRDA. We would welcome the opportunity for any authorization
that would allow us to take a look at the west coast in that man-
ner. And then we have some R&D needs here for our storm mod-
eling for the west coast as well.

Mr. CONNOR. Representative Kilmer—
Mr. KILMER. I would love to follow up with you on—more specifi-

cally what you need in terms of those authorities and we would be
happy to tag team with you.

General SPELLMON. Yes, sir.
Mr. CONNOR. Representative Kilmer, can I——
Mr. KILMER. The other issue I want to——
Mr. CONNOR. Oh, go ahead.
Mr. KILMER. Yeah, please go ahead.
Mr. CONNOR. I was just going to add very quickly, in addition to

coastal protection activities like Shoalwater, I think other pro-
grams that we have, whether it is Puget Sound, the permitting ac-
tivity we are dealing with, or it is Howard Hanson and the tribe’s
interest in having healthy fish runs, and even up through the Co-
lumbia River, those are all going to be part of the activities that
we undertake to address the tribes’ needs in your state, particu-
larly as it relies on healthy coasts. And so we are committed to do
that. Stay tuned, we are going to have more activity in this area.

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:59 Jan 04, 2023 Jkt 049890 PO 00000 Frm 00055 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\A890P2.XXX A890P2kh
am

m
on

d
on

D
S

K
JM

1Z
7X

2P
R

O
D

w
ith

H
E

A
R

IN
G



56

Mr. KILMER. Appreciate that. And would love to follow up with
you.

The other issue I want to quickly ask about is the issues relating
to deteriorating infrastructure in failing culverts, which have nega-
tive impacts on water quality and threaten many of our endan-
gered species. I know the Corps is working hard on these issues.
And Mud Mountain Dam in the Seattle district has been an incred-
ibly important project to improve fish passage, not to mention up-
dating the barrier structure that was built in the early 1900s, re-
quiring frequent maintenance and posing documented personnel
safety risk. I understand that there are additional funding needs
required to address issues, including changed site conditions. I
hope the Corps will consider the additional funding needs to realize
this project and its benefits and its work plan. And just wanted to
raise that issue and ask any response you have to that.

General SPELLMON. Sir, we are expressing the capability of 42
million to get after this. What we saw in the Pacific Northwest last
summer I would add to Ms. Kaptur’s list of things that occurred.
We had several days of 118–degree temperatures in the Pacific
Northwest, not anywhere in anyone’s models. And that actually
melted portions of a glacier up on Mount Rainer that mobilized
sediment that found its way down to the fish passage facility. We
didn’t plan for that. We have got to go back and reengineer some
of our gates and maybe some in-river work as well to deal with this
new condition. That is what that additional request is for.

Mr. KILMER. Thank you. And, again, appreciate your time and
we will follow up on the Tribal issue. We have got the Quileute and
the Hoh and the Makah and the Quinault Indian Nation, all in the
process of trying to move assets. And we would love to engage you
on that. So, thank you and I yield back.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Congressman Kilmer. I just wanted to
announce there is a floor vote. We have about 9 minutes remain-
ing. We are trying to notify the Speaker to try to hold the vote, but
I just wanted to mention that for members.

We will move now also to the State of Washington, Congressman
Newhouse, a very faithful attendee at our hearings. Thank you.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Thank you, Madam Chair. And I agree with you,
this is the best committee. We get to help so many people, our op-
portunity to help people with critical issues around the country, so
it is a pleasure to be here with you.

I am going to have several questions that I will submit for the
record. Mr. Simpson kind of started a pattern here and I think that
it is a good one because we have a lot of things that we want to
talk about.

Certainly the Corps and BOR have a significant presence in my
state, in my district, you know, from the irrigation waters of the
Yakima and the Columbia River Basins to the barging system on
the Snake and the Columbia; ongoing Columbia River treaty nego-
tiations are very, very important; the hydropower operations, cer-
tainly a critical part of our area; you know, species management,
just a lot of issues that we will look forward to receiving responses
to those questions that we submit.

But in particular, and just real quickly, Commissioner Palumbo,
thanks for being here. And would you please give my regards to
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Commissioner Touton? It has been a pleasure working with her
over the years and delighted she is leading the team at Reclama-
tion; as like, as I said, has a very significant footprint in Central
Washington State.

You know, as many people have talked about today, thinking
about water supplies throughout the West, and if you look at that
map, the orange part in the State of Washington just happens to
be my district. We are experiencing similar situations of many
other people throughout the West.

The partnership between Federal partners like BOR and local ir-
rigation districts is something that is very important. And I think
we should take the opportunity to highlight one of the newer inno-
vative tools that we have been able to develop for these kinds of
collaborations. You know, everybody likes to talk about a success
story, so I wanted to give us an opportunity to do that.

In the last administration we created, as you know, the title
transfer process that conveys titles from the Bureau to local irriga-
tion districts for the facilities that are managed and operated by
those local districts. And we were, I think, the first two to exercise
that new authority. We finalized two of those transfers for the
Kennewick as well as the Greater Wenatchee irrigation districts.

And it has really been bipartisan. In fact, I should say, Madam
Chair, this has been a nonpartisan success. It is really something
that I think is significant and it is a good example of the Federal
Government’s recognition that our local communities and those
who closely manage and depend on these systems can often be the
ones most—the best at the handling of the management of these
resources.

So, Commissioner Palumbo, I just wondered if you could share
any brief thoughts that you might have on this new title transfer
tool?

Mr. PALUMBO. Thank you very much, Congressman. And I will
pass along the regards to Commissioner Touton. We are very fortu-
nate to be under her leadership as well as Michael Brain’s coming
on as Deputy Commissioner.

With respect to title transfer, you are right, it is a very helpful
tool. Greater Wenatchee was very successful. Kennewick was very
successful. We have a laundry list of additional title transfers that
we are working through. And Assistant Secretary Trujillo, and I
were talking about that this morning, that we would be very sup-
portive of working through, as appropriate, those title transfers
that come to us and making sure those assets get into the hands
of those who are managing them on the ground, again, as appro-
priate. So, it is a proper tool and we look forward to working with
you and others across the West to implement that.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Thank you. And I think we need to recognize
local irrigation districts for working with you and our Federal part-
ners, and look forward to celebrating some of these successes with
you on the ground later this summer. So, thank you very much.

And thanks to all of you for being here. And that is part of the
great part of this committee. We have very great witnesses to glean
a lot of knowledge from, so thank you, Madam Chair.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you so very much, Congressman Newhouse.
We will now turn to Congressman Tim Ryan of Ohio, who rep-
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resents communities that border Pennsylvania, where the water ac-
tually drains all the way from up north, all the way down to the
Ohio River. So, thank you so much, Congressman Ryan. Glad to
have you.

Mr. RYAN. Thank you, Chairwoman Kaptur. Sorry I couldn’t be
there in person.

General Spellmon, in your testimony last year before the com-
mittee, this same subcommittee, we discussed the fact that the
Army Corps is constrained in its ability to execute authorities that
Congress gave it to help clean up contaminated rivers such as the
Mahoning River in my congressional district. As I know you are
aware, the reason that the Corps has given for this inability to help
on this high priority project is that the Corps claims that if it
dredges the river, then it might get sued.

General, this is exactly the kind of bureaucratic red tape that
makes me and many other Americans so frustrated with our gov-
ernment. I have been trying for over 19 years, since the day I ar-
rived in Congress, to get the Army Corps and the EPA to stop
pointing fingers at each other and actually do something.

Last year in your testimony before this subcommittee you actu-
ally gave me and my constituents a glimmer of hope. You stated,
‘‘You have a willing partner in the Corps. I’ve learned of this
project. I’ve reached out to Administrator Regan at the EPA. It
makes little sense to have the national capability like the Corps
that is very good at cleaning up these sites. I don’t have liability
protection anywhere in my Civil Works Program, so I’ve asked the
administrator to work with us and give us a Hold Harmless Agree-
ment so we can help out and clean up the Mahoning River. So, we
are starting those conversations with EPA and we look forward to
moving forward on your projects.’’

So, General, it is 1 year later. Did you get the Hold Harmless
Agreement you needed from the EPA to help the Mahoning River?

General SPELLMON. Sir, no, I didn’t. First, I just wanted to cor-
rect the record. I am not concerned about getting sued. That hap-
pens all the time. I am concerned about public safety and that is
what this is all about.

So, just to update you since the May ’21 hearing, we have—I
have got to inform the analysis and the recommendations that I
take back to EPA and Secretary Connor. So, to do that we achieved
a positive Federal interest determination in September, so that is
just a few months after I last testified. We requested and received
the bulk of the funding that we need to complete a feasibility study
on what is on the bottom of the river, how much is there, where
is it located, what is the best way to remediate that? So, I have
got that money.

We are working now with our non-Federal sponsor. That is the
Eastgate Regional Council of Governments. And we want to enter
into a Federal cost-sharing agreement. We are ready to sign that
agreement today. Our non-Federal sponsors are lining up. They are
funding and they also are dealing with one real estate—it is a
water intake that they need to move in the vicinity of Girard Dam.

So, as soon as they have their funding lined up, they have taken
care of the real estate issue, we will get moving on the feasibility
study. We think that is about a 1–year to 18–month effort. These
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are complicated. We want to make sure we get the details right,
so that when we go back to EPA to have a more detailed conversa-
tion on protection, again, for the people that live in that region and
the potential impacts, so we can have an informed conversation on
the risks.

So, that is where we are today, sir. We are moving ahead under
the authorities that you have. We have the funding we need for the
next steps.

Mr. RYAN. I appreciate that. And we will make sure that you are
getting connected to all the local people and that they know exactly
what their responsibilities are going to be in all this.

I know we have got votes called here, so I won’t take any more
of your time, but I appreciate it. And we will continue to stay in
contact. And Chairwoman Kaptur, I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Congressman Ryan. In the
interest of time, we thank you for being such a strong advocate for
Ohio. I wanted to just ask General Spellmon one additional ques-
tion and then I will move to our ranking member and we will close
the hearing in view of the votes that are ongoing on the House
floor.

The Great Lakes Navigation System, as you know, General, is
just that, a system. And when we don’t take care of one part of it,
it harms another part. And I am concerned with the Corps’ fiscal
year 2022 and 2023 spend plan for operations and maintenance
funds provided in the infrastructure for operation—excuse me, pro-
vided in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. What I see
is disinvestment in Ohio’s navigation infrastructure. Of the $3 bil-
lion that the Corps has announced to date, only 250,000 is included
for Ohio, which has the shallowest water.

Can you please tell us how you see the Ohio ports fitting into the
Great Lakes Navigation System and the steps this administration
will take with both regular appropriations and infrastructure funds
to ensure the long-term viability of Ohio’s ports and the larger sys-
tem of which it is a part?

General SPELLMON. Yes, ma’am. I will just start out by saying
you are exactly right about the Great Lakes Navigation System. It
is our Nation’s fourth coastline. And the Ohio ports are certainly
an important part of that.

We have the funding we need to dredge seven of the eight Ohio
ports this year that need it. Huron Harbor does not need dredging
this year, so we have what we need.

Regarding there is some extensive work that needs to be done on
piers, breakwaters, and dredge facilities. So, we have requested
$1.75 million in the fiscal year 2022 work plan. What that will
allow us—we will get those results in mid-May. What that will
allow us to do is to complete the design on those breakwaters and
piers. And that will inform the budget submission that we will
make in ’23 to get after that work.

Ms. KAPTUR. All right. Thank you very much for putting that on
the record. We look forward to working with you.

I would like to turn to the ranking member and see if he has
any—no?

Mr. SIMPSON. No.
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Ms. KAPTUR. All right.
Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you all.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Ranking Member Simpson,

for your vigilant participation throughout. And as we have gotten
through round one of questions, but given the votes, we are going
to conclude this hearing. And I would just like to thank our out-
standing witnesses for not just your testimony today, but your
service to our country. Anyone who could hear this hearing would
be very proud of each one of you and the kinds of major tasks that
we are dealing with across this country to make communities liv-
able. So, I want to thank you for joining us today.

I want to ask our witnesses to please ensure for the hearing
record that questions for the record and any supporting informa-
tion requested by the subcommittee are delivered in final form to
us no later than 3 weeks from the time you receive them. Members
who have additional questions for the record will have until the
close of business this coming Monday to provide them to the sub-
committee office.

Again, thank you so very much. This hearing is adjourned.
[Questions and answers submitted for the RECORD follow:]
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THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2022.

FISCAL YEAR 2023 BUDGET REQUEST FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

WITNESS

HON. JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM, SECRETARY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
ENERGY

Ms. KAPTUR. Good afternoon. I now call to order the hearing on
the fiscal year 2023 budget request for the Department of Energy.
This is a hybrid hearing. So, we need to address a few house-
keeping matters first. For the members joining virtually, once you
start speaking, there is a slight delay before you are displayed on
the main screen. Speaking into the microphone activates the cam-
era displaying the speaker on the main screen. Do not stop your
remarks if you do not immediately see the screen switch. If the
screen does not change after several seconds, please make sure you
are not muted.

To minimize background noise and ensure the correct speaker is
being displayed, we ask that you remain on mute unless you have
sought recognition. To eliminate inadvertent background noise, I,
or staff that I designate, may mute participants’ microphones when
they are not recognized. And yesterday, everyone did a beautiful
job on behaving on that one. Members are responsible for muting
and unmuting themselves. And if you are appearing virtually and
I notice when you are recognized that you have not unmuted your-
self, I will ask the staff to send you a request to unmute yourself.
Please then accept that request so you are no longer muted.

In terms of the speaking order, we will begin with the chair and
ranking member. Then members present at the time the hearing
is called to order will be recognized in order of seniority, followed
by members not present at the time the hearing is called to order.

Finally, House rules require me to remind you that we have set
up an email address to which members can send anything they
wish to submit in writing at any of our hearings. That email ad-
dress has been provided in advance to your staff.

I now recognize myself for 5 minutes for my opening statement
on the fiscal year 2023 budget request for the Department of En-
ergy.

We want, especially, to thank Secretary Granholm for joining us
today. And I am so grateful to have a fellow Great Lakes colleague
with such a distinguished career as America’s Secretary of Energy.
We warmly welcome you back.

We gather today to discuss the important work of the Depart-
ment of Energy in ensuring American energy independence, which
is fundamental to our national security. However, as we gather,
halfway around the world energy insecurity in Europe is having a
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profound impact on Russia’s war on Ukraine. We are all witnessing
a critical test to liberty’s survival with energy as a lynchpin.

I am proud of our efforts in this Congress and the efforts of
President Biden to support Ukraine as she fights for her freedom.
But Europe cannot be free, nor escape the consequences of tyranny,
if it continues its reliance on Russian gas and energy that fuels
Putin’s war. America has led the world in ending its imports of
Russia’s blood-soaked energy that props up that criminal regime,
and it is time for the rest of the world to do the same.

This pivotal moment is a blunt reminder how important U.S. en-
ergy independence is to our national security. In the second half of
the last century, America slid into reliance on imported oil. During
the 1970s, our Nation learned the hard way the danger of reliance
on imported energy as the first Arab oil embargo threw us into
deep recession.

President Jimmy Carter’s foresight and leadership, with bipar-
tisan support in Congress, created the Department of Energy in
1977. Because of the remarkable work undertaken over decades
since that time by both public and private sector leaders, our Na-
tion now leads the world as the largest net exporter of natural gas.
We lead the world in renewables, and the new energy sciences that
will hopefully usher us into the hydrogen and advanced nuclear
age. In almost every energy sector known to humanity, our Nation
is pushing the envelope of innovation. The Department of Energy
is responsible for addressing the most pressing energy, environ-
mental, and nuclear security issues of our time. The Department’s
pioneering investments in science, technology, and applied systems
are unparalleled leading to breakthroughs that were never before
thought possible.

While the 21st century brings new and complicated challenges,
it also presents us with an array of opportunities, including the op-
portunity to safeguard our national security through energy secu-
rity, by reducing American dependence on foreign adversaries; the
opportunity to tackle the climate crisis while growing the economy
and supporting living wage jobs; the opportunity to advance cut-
ting-edge science and innovation to sustain life on Earth, protect
our environmental treasures, and expand our global competitive-
ness; and the opportunity to cost effectively provide for the Nation’s
nuclear deterrent while it assuring nuclear nonproliferation. We
must make more progress for America, invest in new energy tech-
nologies, and advance the world-class research that unlocks our full
scientific potential.

So, how do we meet these goals? We must invest in the energy
innovations being led by the Department of Energy that preserve
American energy independence, conserve our environment, and
spur good-paying middle-class jobs for our workers and families.
This budget request proposes necessary investments to continue in-
novations that will further push the energy revolution, keep the
U.S. as a global leader, and reduce the influence of foreign energy
sources. It calls for investments across the board, from basic re-
search to conservation and capturing waste energy, to developing
new, clean energy technologies, and to hardening the electric grid
against disasters and cyber threats.
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This budget request makes a serious investment in the Depart-
ment’s most meaningful meet the streets effort, the Weatherization
Assistance Program. It is pivotal to the mammoth task of meeting
energy conservation horizons for existing structures and neighbor-
hoods by reducing burdensome energy costs on families and sen-
iors, especially those struggling to make ends meet. And let me ex-
press my disappointment that one month after the administration’s
budget was released, we have not received a full set of the required
supporting budget materials, and this must be rectified promptly
for future years.

With that, I will close my remarks and I will thank you, Madam
Speaker, for being here today. We look forward to discussing this
request and I would like to turn to our noble ranking member, Mr.
Simpson, for his opening remarks.

[The information follows:]
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Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you, Chairwoman Kaptur, and welcome,
Secretary Granholm. It is good to have you and meet you in person
and getting back to normal hearings. I kind of look around and go,
so, this is what our hearing room looks like. It is nice to be back
in our hearing room, but thank you for being here. I know you have
already suffered through one hearing with the Energy and Com-
merce Committee all morning long. These hearings in our com-
mittee are generally focused on the budget and the direction the
Department is taking and stuff. So, we will have some questions
about that, but thank you for being here today to review the fiscal
year 2023 budget request for the Department of Energy.

There are several individual items in this budget request that I
support. For example, increased funding for the National Reactor
Innovation Center. Naval reactors are important programs that I
am very interested in. Unfortunately, the DOE budget request is
indicative of the administration’s overall budget request. And I
think it is out of balance between defense and nondefense needs
and inclusive of budget gimmicks to avoid setting real priorities.

The request proposes a 17 percent increase in nondefense pro-
grams and only a 2 percent increase for defense programs. In light
of today’s runaway inflation, a 2 percent increase is effectively a
cut. Within nondefense programs, I am very concerned that certain
critical issues are not getting the attention they deserve, in par-
ticular, the request for the nuclear energy program is a mere $10
million or less than 1 percent above enacted, after counting for the
proposed budget structure changes.

In contrast, the increase for energy efficiency and renewable en-
ergy, which I support the activities of that program, but it is more
than 1.7 billion or more than 54 percent increase. It is a fact that
achieving low-carbon energy goals must include advanced nuclear.
Not only is it a zero-emission source, but it is a baseload power
that helps ensure reliability of the grid, especially as more inter-
mittent sources like wind and solar are added. We must ensure
that the U.S. is a leader in developing advanced nuclear tech-
nologies for deployment here at home and around the globe.

Second, as the chairman said, I am concerned about cybersecu-
rity. It is now more than a month after the budget submission and
we just barely got the budget justification for the materials for
CESER. We know the threats are serious. The Colonial Pipeline in-
cident occurred right around the time of last year’s DOE budget
hearing and recent global events have opened many more eyes to
the cyber threats facing our energy sector. And I can’t tell you how
important it is that we receive the budget justification materials so
that we can actually do our job.

Third, the Department’s efforts related to rare earths and critical
minerals appear scattered and unfocused, not only with the De-
partment of Energy, but with the other agencies that have a role
to play in developing our rare earths and critical minerals here in
this country. The primary endeavor seems to be the Global Clean
Energy Manufacturing Initiative. This new program, though, is
proposed as mandatory funding. This administration is not the first
to include mandatory funding proposals within the budget request,
but that doesn’t change the fact that it is simply a gimmick to
allow the administration to say it supports the issue without hav-
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ing to count the costs or make choices to incorporate it into their
annual budget appropriations.

Secretary Granholm, I appreciate you being here again today,
and there are many things that we agree on. Some things that we
have different priorities that we will love to discuss with you, and
I look forward to hearing. So, thank you for being here today.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Ranking Member Simpson.
We are all very grateful that Secretary Granholm is joining us here
today. And we know that she has already had quite a jampacked
day testifying this morning in front of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, and we know how rough they are to wrestle with.
We all welcome your observations of how the Department of En-
ergy can increase energy security while confronting the climate cri-
sis and creating more and better jobs here at home.

Following a bipartisan confirmation vote, Secretary Granholm
became just the second woman to lead the U.S. Department of En-
ergy. Previously, Secretary Granholm was the first woman elected
governor of Michigan, serving two terms from 2003 to 2011. We
heard her voice in Ohio, so thank you.

As governor, Jennifer Granholm faced economic downturns
caused by the Great Recession and meltdown in the automotive
and manufacturing sectors. She successfully led efforts to diversify
the state’s economy, strengthen its auto industry and give them
new hope, preserve the manufacturing sector, and add emerging
sectors such as clean energy to Michigan’s economic portfolio.

With that amazing experience, I appreciate her leadership at the
Department of Energy and applying those lessons across our coun-
try. She truly understands the importance of American workers
and communities at risk of being left behind and those who have
endured so much. That is rare here in Washington, and I am ex-
cited that we can work with her closely.

Thank you for taking time to be here today. Without objection,
your written statement will be put into the record. Please feel free
to summarize your remarks, Secretary Granholm.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Thank you so much, Madam Chairwoman.
So great to be here with you and to share so many similar senti-
ments. And Ranking Member Simpson, I am so pleased to be here
with you as well in person, and I am grateful for the conversations
that we have had. And members of the committee, so nice to see
you as well. Look forward to a good conversation.

I am grateful to be able to discuss the President’s 2023 budget
for the Department of Energy. I am very grateful that you have
supported the Department. Many of you, including through the
2022 omnibus legislation, and I certainly applaud all of your work
to ensure reliable and clean and affordable energy for all Ameri-
cans. It is an effort I am proud to play a part of as the 16th Sec-
retary of Energy.

Under the Biden administration, the Department of Energy is
really committed to increasing energy affordability, energy resil-
ience, energy security, and we are committed to securing the clean
energy supply chains that are needed to reduce our reliance on
unabated fossil fuels and increase our energy independence. So, we
are committed to enhancing America’s competitiveness by accel-
erating scientific discovery and innovation. And those commitments
are reflected in this budget.

I look around, the world shows that this is the right focus with
the right priorities for this moment in history. Right now, we face
a trio of crises. One is climate change. Two is COVID–19’s effect
on supply chains. And three is Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
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The first of those crises cost the United States climate change
$148 billion last year alone in dealing with extreme weather
events. And the second two crises are costing American families
right now, as they see prices rising from gas stations to grocery
stores.

Let me be clear that the Department is using every tool available
to increase oil supply. And that is why last month, President Biden
authorized the release of a million barrels per day from our stra-
tegic petroleum reserve over the next 8 months, 180 million barrels
total, coordinated with international allies and partners who also
agreed to release in a coordinated fashion another 60 million bar-
rels. And I appreciate Congress’ support of President Biden’s ban
on Russian energy imports.

We are also working to offer relief to American families, includ-
ing through the $31⁄2 billion for the Weatherization Assistance Pro-
gram that was provided in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. But
ultimately, these crises tell us that global security, energy, inde-
pendence, energy affordability, all depend on a shift toward Amer-
ican-made clean energy. Fortunately, Congress, through the Energy
Act 2020 and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, has invested in
DOE’s ability to build many of these clean energy technologies,
unabated fossil fuel energy technologies—abated fossil fuel tech-
nologies here at home with American parts and American labor. I
am grateful to the members of this committee for the faith that
they have placed in our Department to oversee many of these in-
vestments and the new offices and the ambitious clean energy
goals that come with them.

We are hard at work implementing this legislation. Most re-
cently, for example, I know many of you are interested in this, the
DOE began accepting applications for the $6 billion Civilian Nu-
clear Credit Program, which is going to keep existing nuclear en-
ergy online and maintain that reliable, clean source of baseload
power. This $62 billion investment from the infrastructure law that
flows to the Department of Energy is an historic long-term invest-
ment in projects that will serve our Nation for decades, but alone,
it is on its own, it is not sufficient to address the full suite of en-
ergy challenges that we face. It is why our request includes base
year funding efforts to complement the infrastructure law and to
maximize its impact to lower costs and to make energy secure and
provide us with clean, reliable American power.

The request also supports the Department’s innovative capacity
within our Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, our
Office of Science, our 17 national labs, all to maintain America’s
competitive edge. And our budget includes, of course, funding
across a range of DOE missions that have kept our country safe
from environmental management to nuclear security. So, I am
proud of DOE’s work to confront our Nation’s most pressing chal-
lenges.
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And I am excited to lead this amazing agency as we implement
Congress’ legislative actions from the infrastructure law and the
Energy Act to those still to come, including the Bipartisan Innova-
tion Act, which we hope is passed and President Biden’s full agen-
da for building a better America. So, thank you for the opportunity
to be here today, and I am happy to answer any questions.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Secretary Granholm, for
your statement. Let me remind all members and witnesses that the
5-minute clock still applies. And if there is a technology issue, we
will move on to the next member until the issue is resolved and
you will retain the balance of your time. You will notice a clock
that will show how much time is remaining. When your time is ex-
pired, I will begin to recognize the next member.

In terms of speaking order, we will follow the order as we did
in yesterday’s hearing beginning with the chair and ranking mem-
ber, then members present at the time the hearing is called to
order recognized in order of seniority, and, finally, members arriv-
ing after gavel by order of arrival. Additional rounds of questions
may occur after all members have an opportunity for a first round.
We will now begin questioning under our normal rules.

Madam Secretary, I am very happy that you referenced the bi-
partisan infrastructure legislation and the Energy Title and the
$62 billion in the Energy Title. I just have a comment there. You
don’t have to react, but I think in many communities, when they
think about the infrastructure bill, they think about bridges and
they think about roads. I would venture to say there are a whole
lot of leaders in our country at the local level who don’t even know
that energy is a part of that bill. I don’t know what structure you
have at the Department of Energy, but I would urge you to con-
sider a team of people who could speak on Zoom, for example, with
the local communities that aren’t as connected to the Federal Gov-
ernment. They don’t have labs. They don’t have big bases. They
don’t have officials who have ever dealt with the Department of
Energy in any major way, and yet they would benefit enormously
by being able to modernize their energy platform and take advan-
tage of some of the provisions that exist in the bill. So, I just want-
ed to put that on the table of what I consider unfinished work for
the country. And if the Department could meet the street more ef-
fectively, I really do think it would be a very important set of dis-
cussions to have.

The question I wanted to deal with first is hydrogen. Now, we
know how important hydrogen is to our future and it can be made
from a diverse set of sources, domestic resources, and used in a
way to decarbonize sectors. So, this gives hydrogen the enormous
potential to increase our energy security, save consumers money,
and reduce carbon pollution. I was a couple minutes late even get-
ting here because one of the members of Congress asked me if I
couldn’t set up a special briefing just on hydrogen.

In our region, the Great Lakes, we have the ability to produce
hydrogen off nuclear and solar, and have strong regional demand
for low-carbon hydrogen with all of our manufacturing, obviously.
I have met with so many of our automotive companies and when
I say, what can I do to keep your production here, their first an-
swer is cut our energy costs by a third. So, America has to move
in that direction.

So, my question really is how is the Department approaching
this potential for the expansion of the hydrogen economy and how
can that be supported on a regional basis? And I have an open invi-
tation to you anytime, maybe you are driving back to Michigan, to
come to the Upper Great Lakes to visit our region where we are
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trying to be relevant in this space, but, frankly, don’t have a lot
of experience among some sectors of our economy and even know-
ing how to embrace it.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Thank you. I don’t think there is a lot of
areas of the country, there may be a couple, who have experience
with hydrogen. But this is a whole new opportunity for all of your
communities.

These hydrogen hubs, thank you for those of you who supported
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, it is going to provide $8 billion
to create a series of hydrogen hubs across the country. Those could
be—and we want them to be centers of hydrogen economies, local
hydrogen economies around the country. We see it as a huge eco-
nomic opportunity in addition to an energy and climate solution.
Every country that I have met with, you know, where my counter-
part—everybody is looking for this solution, because it is clean,
dispatchable, baseload power.

And so whether it is nuclear or natural gas, coupled perhaps
with carbon capture, whether it is renewable energy, there is just—
there is so much potential for communities to be able to benefit
from this. So, we have issued several—we have issued two requests
for information, and we are now sifting through about 5,000 pages
that we have received from local communities across the country
who want to form collaborations to be able to create a hydrogen
hub. And that might be a collaboration between states, it might be
collaboration between regions. It might be an industrial
decarbonization hydrogen play where you have got a business col-
lection that are interested in decarbonizing using hydrogen.

So, it is a very exciting opportunity. We will be issuing a funding
opportunity announcement once we have finished sifting through
all of the feedback that we have received. And we hope to have,
over a couple of years, a series of announcements regarding hydro-
gen from that Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. Hopefully, I mean, I
know it is four that are required, but I think that there could be
many more. It will require a match from industry. And so getting
that partnership is a lot of what local communities are working on
now. And there may be anchor businesses that are most likely to
be able to partner on it.

Ms. KAPTUR. All right. I wanted to say this for the record and
I don’t want to bore my colleagues, but this is my moment, so I am
going to take it. I probably represent one of the heaviest industrial
platforms in the country that spans the southern rim of Lake Erie.
It includes the major Stellantis Jeep platform, the largest on the
continent, making the most popular vehicle, the Wrangler, and
other products as well. We have major automotive companies, Gen-
eral Motors. We have steel companies like Cleveland-Cliffs, now a
$20 billion company that bought ArcelorMittal. We have the largest
heavy truck facility at Avon Lake, Ford. And just south of my dis-
trict we have the Lima Tank Plant, which makes the M1A2 and
other equipment for the U.S. military.

We are a very heavy industrial user. We have the birth of—the
rebirth of the greenhouse industry in our area where Canadian
companies are moving south, Mucci, Nature Fresh, 200-acre green-
houses to displace where fruits and vegetables are not being grown
because of a lack of water. Forty percent of their bottom line is en-
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ergy. I keep looking at my region and thinking, what do I do on
energy? What do I do in order to make these companies more com-
petitive? And I believe people should work for a living wage, and
they work hard in each of these industries.

So, I don’t know what the Department of Energy can do to look
at different areas of the country that have special needs. But hav-
ing come from Michigan, you know the power requirements of
these places. And I am hoping you might consider identifying some
of these heavy industrial regions looking at the infrastructure bill
and the Department of Energy bill and thinking about a new en-
ergy future that is attended to these places.

New circuitry, where do we put it? How do we interlink the
movement of power across these regions under the kind of inter-
national competition that they face? So, I just put that on the table.
I don’t know if the DOE has the capacity to do that, but I can defi-
nitely tell you it is needed in regions like my own.

Yes, I am going to go to the ranking member, Mr. Simpson, now.
Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you. Again, thank you for being here today.

I know you have only been with the Federal Government now for,
what, a year and 4 months or something like that. I have come to
understand, as I am sure Chairwoman Kaptur and Congressman
Calvert, who have been here for a number of years, how things
work. So, I am going to give you this hint. In the House, we do our
job. We actually pass appropriation bills. We work together with
the minority and majority and get a bill passed and then we wait
and wait and wait for the body across the Rotunda to do anything.
I don’t care what. Just do anything. And consequently, that leads
us to doing omnibuses halfway through the fiscal year, which is no
way to run a railroad and especially no way to run the Federal
Government.

And one of my goals in life is to live long enough to actually see
Congress finish their appropriation bills on time because I am, like,
85 percent sure of when October 1st comes. I know it is going to
be between, like, September 30th and October 2nd. And you would
think we would be able to do our bills on time, but, for some rea-
son, we haven’t done that since 1994, I think was the last year.
That has got to change.

But I want to tell you that in this committee and the Appropria-
tions Committee and the House in general, I think we work to-
gether in a good bipartisan fashion trying to get these bills done,
taking into consideration each other’s goals. But one of the keys,
as I mentioned in my opening statement, for us to be able to do
our job is to get the information we need. You are not the first Sec-
retary that I have told this to. I have told it to every single Sec-
retary that we have had before us, is that our key to getting our
job done is to make sure that we get the budget justifications and
other information that we ask for.

It is not so that we can criticize you or anything else. It is so that
we have that information so that we can make solid decisions when
we are putting together the budget. So, anything that you can do
to make sure that that happens would certainly be appreciated by
this committee.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes, I completely understand. I know
you——
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Mr. SIMPSON. Having been a governor, you understand this en-
tirely.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes, I do. I completely understand.
Mr. SIMPSON. Yeah. Previously, the Department of Energy has

warned that the U.S. energy sector faces eminent danger from
cyber attacks and those attacks are growing more frequent and so-
phisticated. Electric utilities and energy companies have started
sharing information with each other and with the government. The
DOE has led the way in this area, but the industry is large and
diverse.

How vulnerable is the U.S. energy sector and can technology re-
duce the inherent vulnerabilities of the U.S. energy sector? How
does the budget request address those vulnerabilities? And has the
DOE estimated the potential impact, the economic impact, of a suc-
cessful widespread attack on the U.S. energy sector?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Okay. So, yes, we completely agree that
this is an important area to focus on. CESER, of course, which is
the agency responsible for it, there is a bit of an increase for them,
but they have really been focused on this shields-up posture in
light of the fact that we are on a war footing with Russia and, of
course, China also has been a concern. So, CESER has a very
strong relationship with utilities and with the private sector to en-
sure that we have a two-way conversation, but it is super tight.
And that means that many in the utilities sector have agreed to
put our technology on their system so that we can listen and follow
when there is an attack or when there is any irregularity, and then
we can share it with the rest of the system because, obviously,
what happens to one could happen to the other. It is very instanta-
neous. We feel very good about it.

CESER has been excellent in putting out grants for designing
smart grids for designing for the future. The technologies associ-
ated with the grid should create a grid that is very responsive to
other parts of the country so that you can move electrons around
where they are needed.

Technology is continuing to advance. It is one of the reasons why
part of the increase for the Energy Efficiency and Renewable En-
ergy part of our office is on their grid initiative to do the research
necessary for the next generation of technologies to ensure that the
grid is resilient, resilient from extreme weather events, but also re-
silient from cyber. And so those pieces of technology, and they work
very closely together, both CESER and EERE, to make sure that
the grid is resilient, especially because we are looking to expand
the grid because we have got a lot more capacity that we have to
add.

Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you for that and I appreciate that. As you
know from our conversations in the past and from this, that I am
very interested in cybersecurity.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yep.
Mr. SIMPSON. And while we all are concerned and worried about

a nuclear attack and stuff like that, the reality is we would know
where that came from and there would be an immediate response.
The problem is with cybersecurity, we have no idea where that at-
tack is going to come from and it can happen and cause huge im-
pacts to our economy and so forth.
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So, I think this is really an area in the future that, I think, Gov-
ernment-wide, we need to take more seriously and invest more
money in trying to prevent those types of attacks.

Secretary GRANHOLM. I agree with you.
Mr. SIMPSON. So, appreciate it. Yield back.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Mr. Simpson. Congresswoman Debbie

Wasserman Schultz.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam

Secretary, it is good to see you. I hail from the Sunshine State, as
you know, so you will not be surprised at the theme of my question,
which is around solar energy.

Solar energy is incredibly important to my state and it was really
disturbing, I am sure you shared the concern, that our state legis-
lature this past session passed a bill that would actually
disincentivize or would have disincentivized residential solar instal-
lation by substantially cutting back on net metering. And thank-
fully, Governor DeSantis, and I don’t use those few words in a sen-
tence very often, but thankfully Governor DeSantis, who was pres-
sured heavily into vetoing the bill, did so yesterday, and thanks to
the tireless advocacy of progressive groups.

But independent analysts are currently projecting that the rate
of residential rooftop solar installations will fall for the first time
ever. So, and that is not just in Florida. It is across the whole coun-
try and that obviously jeopardizes our efforts to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

So, my question is, is would you support having DOE examine
the reasons, causes, and what Congress can do to help improve in-
stallation rates?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Absolutely.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Yeah.
Secretary GRANHOLM. Absolutely.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. I mean, it sounds like you might not

have known that solar has actually——
Secretary GRANHOLM. I am wondering if that was as a result of

the administrative action that has happening at Commerce. Is that
why? Are you familiar with that?

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. No.
Secretary GRANHOLM. There is an administration action which

one or two solar manufacturers in the United States brought,
which essentially has put on hold the shipments of solar panels
into the United States.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Okay.
Secretary GRANHOLM. And that has been a source of great con-

cern because of the expectations that it will significantly reduce the
amount of solar. You know, the bottom line is——

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. The installations have actually
dropped.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. So, that might——
Secretary GRANHOLM. Oh, I see what you mean. They already

have.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. They have already dropped. Right.
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Secretary GRANHOLM. No, we need to increase. I mean a lot of
this is state action. You are right about that to incentivize. Net me-
tering is one important way to do it.

I will say, the other part of this is that we have got to manufac-
ture the full supply chain in the United States. I mean, Chair-
woman Kaptur is lucky to have a really important solar footprint
in her state. We need to have that everywhere so people feel that
what they are manufacturing and what they can put on the roof
and how much money they can save because it is, in many places,
the cheapest form of energy.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Oh, absolutely. And speaking of that
infrastructure need, I mean, our state punches far below our
weight class in Florida when it comes to solar energy. It is really
counterintuitive, but we have the capacity for so much more solar
than we generate. And the infrastructure law appropriated a few
activities for the Solar Energy Technologies Office. So, can you talk
about what kind of work and the new initiatives that will be gen-
erated by that office in 2023?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah. One of the big pieces of it is a solar
manufacturing accelerator. Because part——

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Music to my ears.
Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes. I mean, part of it is that the manufac-

turing of solar right now, especially because we rely on silicon in
many places and we get that silicon and those panels from China,
we have got to be building out that full supply chain here.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Absolutely.
Secretary GRANHOLM. And we have also got to be looking beyond

silicon. What are the next generation technologies that we should—
what will make them more efficient? What are the perovskites?
What are the technologies, the IT components of solar that we
should be enhancing and accelerating? What about the racking and
tracking systems? How can we make those more efficient? How can
we do it for—how can we imbed next generation technologies into
building materials so that you can’t even tell that you have solar
panels on your roof when you buy your house?

So, those kinds of technologies are part of the increase that we
have asked for the Solar Technologies Office and the Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy Office.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank you. And so hopefully, between
that office and a potential to examine the causes of the declines in
installation rates, then we can really ramp up and address—use
solar in much more significant ways to address greenhouse gases.

And then just very quickly, can you talk about the EERE re-
structuring?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. I know that we, obviously, need to in-

vest significantly in EERE and it is critical for the climate crisis
fight. My district in South Florida, it is a right now thing, not a
someday thing. So, just would love to hear what your——

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah, I mean, first of all, you know, the
Department of Energy was set up initially to really focus on the
labs, research, development, a bit of demonstration, but not much
deployment. So, what the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law has en-
abled us to do is to really exercise the muscle of deployment, taking
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these technologies that we have been doing research on for years
and getting them out into the states and the cities.

And so, EERE has been a critical component of doing the re-
search for clean energy technologies and they will continue to do
that. There are components, though, of EERE that have moved
over, like, for example, the Weatherization Assistance Program, to
the deployment side, because that really is where DOE meets the
street, as the chairwoman has said, is through weatherization.

And so, we want to make sure that the deployment side, the
demonstration side, the outward-facing side have all of the offices
in it that are relevant to that. And EERE is now going to double
down and focus on the technology side, part of which I just talked
about. They are focused on sustainable aviation fuels, for example,
next generation biofuels, huge emphasis on the research associated
with that, and the grand challenge that has been put out to the
private sector to meet the goal of getting 100 percent sustainable
aviation fuels by 2050.

They are focused on next generation wind. I mean, wind has
been so underfunded over the years and now we are going to have
this big offshore wind push, like Europe has, which is close to—I
mean, it is not a hundred percent, but it gets close to baseload
clean power if you do it right. But if we are going to have it along
the Atlantic and parts of the Pacific as well, there is a lot of re-
search and a lot of work that has to go on the, you know, on the
R&D side to make sure that that works, including planning and
technical assistance, and all of that.

So, EERE has been—you know, the reason why we have boosted
it is to really help be complementary to what is happening on the
deployment and demonstration side of things. So, now both wings
of our aircraft are more evenly balanced.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank you. I yield back the time I
don’t have. I am so sorry I went over.

Ms. KAPTUR. You always do very well. Very well. Oh, dear, dear,
Ken Calvert. Okay. Congressman Calvert.

Mr. CALVERT. Thank you, Madam Chair. Secretary, welcome.
Thank you for being here today. As you know, I also serve as the
ranking member on Defense Appropriations. So, the Department’s
Stockpile, Stewardship, and Weapons Modernization Programs are
important to me and also to our country.

Admiral Richard from STRATCOM testified before the Defense
Subcommittee several weeks ago and sounded serious alarm bells
about the state of our nuclear infrastructure. The Department of
Defense is concerned that there remains several single points of
failure that need to be resolved very quickly. For example, it has
been clear that we will not get to 80 pits per year by 2030.

With all these challenges after billions in new funding from the
Infrastructure Bill for your Department’s nondefense programs, I
am disappointed that you are requesting a mere 3.7 percent in-
crease for NNSA compared to 17 percent in nondefense. I might
point out the core inflation rate this year will probably be about 6.5
percent. That is a hefty cut when you account for inflation.

I am not sure how anyone could justify shortcoming our national
security, especially now as dangerous regimes challenge the inter-
national order. I might point out the Russian military doctrine al-
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lows for the use of tactical nuclear weapons, which they have devel-
oped and continue to develop. And the Chinese are continuing to
develop more and more weapons and more and more weapons
which they are not suppose to make, but they are anyway.

Now we know that some of these key modernization milestones
are out of reach. Can you describe what contingency plan the De-
partment has in place? In other words, Plan A doesn’t seem to be
deliverable. What is Plan B to achieve a modern and effective nu-
clear deterrent?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Thank you for that. Let me respond di-
rectly to the pit question that you have, which is very important.
We know that the two sites are important. Los Alamos is on track
to complete their 30 pits per year. As we know, we are working on
redesigning this MOX facility at Oakridge and we want to make
sure that it is done well and right. Part of the delay, I think, may
have to do a bit with COVID, with design issues. But now, our
highest priority is making sure the infrastructure exists and it ex-
ists in a way to be able to safely produce the 50 pits.

We don’t know exactly when that will be, but they are pushing
to get it as close to 2030 as possible. It is a priority.

Mr. CALVERT. That was my question. What is that timeline? It
seems nobody seems to know.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Well, I know they are looking at it one
more time to be able to come up with the next estimate. I don’t
have that in front of me right now because I think that process is
ongoing. But they understand the urgency with which this must
happen and they also understand we have got to do it in the right
way so that we don’t find ourselves in a position of having made
a mistake.

Mr. CALVERT. Well, in your budget request it includes a 7 per-
cent increase for staffing at NNSA. How many full time employees
would this funding support and can you provide the subcommittee
with a detailed breakdown of job functions of these new employees?

Secretary GRANHOLM. I will. I will provide that in writing.
Mr. CALVERT. And has the Department maximized the mod-

ernization work that could be undertaken simultaneously? If not,
what more can be done and what resources will that require?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah, I mean we have asked for the re-
sources we think are important. Clearly, the NNSA has got two
very important missions. One is to make sure that we are modern-
izing the weapons that are in our strategy, and the second is mak-
ing sure that the infrastructure associated with the production or
the modernization of those weapons are up to snuff. And so, both
are critical. Both require staff of significant expertise. We have had
some attrition in the NNSA staff. They have increased the salary
rates of contractors to be able to maintain the workforce, which
was well received earlier in February. But there is more work to
be done there, for sure.

Mr. CALVERT. Well, you put out a video in January announcing
the largest staff increase expansion in the Department’s history.
How many of those thousand or so employees will support NNSA’s
Nuclear Modernization Program?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Those employees are for the Bipartisan In-
frastructure Law, so.
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Mr. CALVERT. So, none.
Secretary GRANHOLM. Right.
Mr. CALVERT. Okay. Thank you. I yield back.
Ms. KAPTUR. Congressman Kilmer.
Mr. KILMER. Thank you, Madam Chair. And thank you, Sec-

retary Granholm. It is great to see you again. As always, excited
to invite you to the Pacific Northwest National Lab in Sequim,
Washington. We would look forward to hosting you and that is one
of the questions I want to start off with. I am proud to have the
Department’s only marine and coastal research lab in my district,
in Sequim. They are important contributors to our local economy
and community.

Unfortunately, a lot of the facilities at the lab are aging and in
need of some new investments to fully realize the potential of
oceans and coastal communities to support our decarbonized fu-
ture. With the Department’s only hybrid boat expected at the lab
next year, thanks to support from the Water Power Technologies
Office, the lab needs some basic investments in new dock and
water site infrastructure to fully leverage that new capability and
accelerate innovation in the blue economy.

So, I am glad to see the request would provide an increase from
the Water Power Office. More is needed and I am certainly going
to be pushing for that in this year’s appropriations process. So,
here is my question. If Congress provides some additional funding
for this office, can we get your commitment to invest in the infra-
structure we need, certainly at Sequim, but also elsewhere, to le-
verage oceans and waterways to realize our decarbonized future?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Absolutely. I am with you on the power of
water, the potential of it and water power. So, we would love to
work together on it.

Mr. KILMER. Super. And along those lines, beyond the Water
Power Technologies Office, the Department is doing a lot of criti-
cally important work that cuts across offices to leverage the blue
economy, whether it is marine energy technology, floating solar,
marine carbon removal technologies and so much more.

There are huge opportunities for our oceans and waterways to
contribute to a clean energy future. My colleague on this sub-
committee, Dan Newhouse, and I introduced a bill HR 6680, the
Blue Energy Innovation Act, to establish and fund some of these
crosscutting efforts that look at the common challenges in aquatic
environments. I am hoping that this bill will be enacted as part of
the Bipartisan Innovation Act that Congress is currently debating.
But also hope that we can get your commitment to work with us
through the regular appropriations process to establish that kind
of coordinated crosscutting effort as soon as possible.

And as we do so, we would love to hear your thoughts on addi-
tional areas where DOE can do more to leverage our oceans for the
clean energy future. And, again, I think seeing the work on blue
economy firsthand would be worthwhile. So, we would love to invite
you to come see us.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Thank you so much, and I really look for-
ward to coming there to Sequim and seeing it. And, yes, would love
to work with you on this. I think that you may have been talking
to some folks on our team.
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There is one other element that I would just put out there from
the water-energy nexus, which is that we have funded an initiative
related to water and energy. A lot of it, you know, the technologies
associated with making sure that we are capturing the power of
water, but also, using things like the ocean to be able to provide
a solution to drought, et cetera, through maybe desalinization—de-
salination. So, there are a lot of different potential technologies
that would fall under that and I am super excited about using ma-
rine technology, in particular, the power of waves.

Mr. KILMER. We would love to work with your team in that re-
gard. With the little bit of time I have left, I would be remiss not
to mention some concerns from across the other side of my state,
and my guess is Mr. Newhouse may raise this too, regarding the
Hanford Nuclear Reservation cleanup. As you know, Hanford was
part of the Manhattan Project and produced plutonium during
World War II and the Cold War period. Today, over 50 square
miles of groundwater are contaminated above Federal standards.
Three hundred buildings are contaminated. There are over 10,000
stored waste containers and more at the site.

I am concerned that we need funding above the President’s budg-
et request to put us on the needed timeline for cleanup and remedi-
ation of the site, especially as we enter the next phase of treating
tank waste. I just wanted to raise that issue. I look forward to
working with you and with this committee to ensure that there are
adequate resources because we can’t leave that region vulnerable
to aging and failing infrastructure and got to make sure we are
taking care of the families that live there and the farms, and the
fish, and others that are counting on us here. So, I just wanted to
raise that issue as well.

Secretary GRANHOLM. I agree with you 100 percent. And I look
forward to meeting with you there in, hopefully, in the next few
months.

Mr. KILMER. Thank you, Madam Chair. I see my time’s nearly
out and I yield back. And, again, thank you, Madam Secretary for
being with us.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you. Congressman Fleischmann.
Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Thank you, Madam Chair, Ranking Member

Simpson. Madam Secretary, thank you very much for being with
us today. I so appreciate your kindness. Your visit, not only to Oak
Ridge to see our great reservation where we have about $7.2 billion
worth of Federal investment in key DOE missions, but also for
coming to the greatest midsized city in America right after that,
Chattanooga. So, I feel very privileged and very spoiled. So, thank
you for your kind visits and I look forward to working with you.

I have got several questions. As you know, I represent the 3rd
District of Tennessee. I stay immersed in this portfolio. So, I am
going to begin with a key question on the issue of reprocessing.
And some people call it recycling, others reprocessing. America’s
got the world’s largest inventory of used nuclear fuel load. Appar-
ently, 86,000 metric tons scattered at some 75 sites in 35 states.
And this used nuclear fuel represents a valid security threat from
sabotage to a lot of other things. It is a very high cost to guard.

And earlier this year, I applaud the Department. The Depart-
ment reached out for help, said, request for assistance, come up
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with ideas. And we are getting ideas from industry, from some of
the affected states. This is really not a partisan issue. It is a very
serious issue that we are dealing with. And I deal with this with
the Nuclear Cleanup Caucus.

My question is, in light of the Yucca status from the previous ad-
ministration and this administration, which has been consistent in
that regard, my question is, do you have an opinion on leveraging
nuclear recycling or reprocessing to close the fuel cycle? And what
is your thoughts about reprocessing, Ma’am?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah, I think, you know, we are the solu-
tions department, right? We are open to all manner of solutions.
There are other places that do reprocess that. And we can learn
from them. I know that there is research going on in our nuclear
energy lab and in some spaces within the Department. I do think
that if we can, recycle, if you will, in a safe way, and in a cost-effec-
tive way, then it makes certainly sense to do so. And I rely upon
the scientists to tell us how we can get there.

I also think that we have got an awful lot of nuclear waste, and
we have to dispose of it. You mentioned Yucca. We have to dispose
of it in a responsible way or dispose of it—store it in a responsible
way. And, of course, that is our blue-ribbon commission and the nu-
clear siting—consent based nuclear siting process that the Depart-
ment of Energy and the Nuclear Energy Office is undertaking.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Great. And just one follow-up point. It does
get called waste. I think that might be a little bit of a misnomer.
These are really just used fuel that could be recycled and used
again. And I just—that is just part of the semantics of this issue.

Moving forward, manufacturing housing is near and dear to me.
Over the years, this is something that I have seen, especially with
the cost of existing conventional site-based housing, manufacturing
housing gives families an opportunity to get in at an entry level.
I think it is great. Section 413, Madam Secretary, the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act, requires the Department to develop en-
ergy efficiency standards. The statute says that DOE should use
the code, except if it is not cost-effective comparing the energy sav-
ings to increased costs to the homeowner.

DOE’s cost benefit analysis right now is, at best, incomplete in
that it did not include, Madam Secretary, testing, compliance, and
enforcement. So, I am going to ask you to please look at this. This
is an issue that is not necessarily front and center, but it affects
so many poorer Americans in terms of being able to get into these
homes. So, I am going to defer to you to look at that and perhaps
work with us to resolve some of those issues.

I know my time is waning. So, I have got a couple of other ques-
tions. The Office of Science is truly incredible. As you know, it
funds our national labs. It is the largest funder of physical sciences
that are essential to the discovery of energy transitions. It is just
truly amazing. We have had record funding there.

But it has been brought to my attention by our national labs,
particularly our friends in Oak Ridge, that the construction and op-
eration facilities have not kept up with that funding. So, the best
ideas in the world are getting funding and promoted at our na-
tional labs, but there is a lag in the construction and operations
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funding to go with that. I wanted to please bring that to your at-
tention and just ask that would work with us on that.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Absolutely.
Mr. FLEISCHMANN. And then, finally, an issue that I think kudos

go to not only TDEC in our state, but also to Ike White and Deputy
Secretary Turk working with me, as other administrations have,
for the disposal cell at Oak Ridge. We are taking down legacy
buildings. At the lab alone, there is over 75. The current cell will
be filled up by probably 2027, maybe 2028. We need to get that
built.

I have spoken with the EPA. I believe they are acting in earnest.
They have showed that. Again, your department has worked well
with us. We are all working together. And I would just ask your
assistance to continue to work with EPA that we can get a decision
so that we can get that cell built. If we don’t get the cell built, we
can’t do legacy cleanup.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Right. I think you are probably aware that
they had some very positive movement on potentially getting an
agreement on that. I think Ike White may have shared that with
you. And so, we are very hopeful and look forward to working with
you on it too.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Thank you.
Secretary GRANHOLM. Thank you.
Mr. FLEISCHMANN. And, Madam Secretary, I yield back.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Mr. Fleischman. Congress-

woman Bonnie Watson Coleman.
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Thank you, Madam Chair. And thank

you, Secretary. I appreciate your presentation for us today.
I was really pleased with early in the month that the DOE re-

leased a new equity action plan focusing on investing in HBCU op-
portunities in clean energy. And I am hopeful that these initiatives
will eliminate barriers to access in STEM education. However, di-
versity within our national laboratories and other research agen-
cies is still lacking across 17 of the national laboratories. Of the
242 people in senior leadership positions, only 24 are from under-
represented minorities.

I would like to know how this budget would support diversity
and how you would envision this budget being supportive of in-
creasing and encouraging diversity in these areas——

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah, I think——
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN [continuing]. In recruiting, as well as

hiring.
Secretary GRANHOLM. I am sorry. Thank you for that question.

A really important question, especially since we have got to in-
crease to be able to benefit from the wisdom of all communities, we
have to increase STEM leadership in all communities and edu-
cation in all communities so we have a pipeline that really looks
like and represents America.

So, we are doing a number of things. First, is that we are, our
own house is focused on making sure that the hiring that we are
doing reflects the diverse country that we are. Second, the labs
themselves and the sites are doing an amazing job of—this is, you
know, they have taken on this charge. And so, for example, I was
recently with Representative Clyburn in the Savannah River site.
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And he had pulled together all of the HBCUs and MSIs to be able
to say to them, look, the site is going to hire your people if you
train them in the right way for those apprenticeships. They will be
paid there. And now, there is a pipeline and a relationship, and
MOUs with all of those entities. So, we brought that model to the
labs. They are increasing their funding for STEM recruitment and
STEM education to be able to have us all benefit from it.

So, both inside the Department for basic hiring since I have been
there for the Climate Energy Corps that we are recruiting and for
what the labs are doing, all very important.

Our environmental management team is putting in this budget
a significant commitment toward communities that are environ-
mental justice communities and making sure that they, too, are at
the table and that we are really—we are doing right by them and
listening. And this is going to be true with the grants that go out
from the funding opportunity announcements from the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law is that we want to make sure that that—that
we are addressing Justice 40. And that 40 percent of the benefits
of this funding go to communities that have been at the back of the
pack and that we are able to rectify some of the, you know, the in-
equities that have been embedded over time. So, we are all in on
this.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Madam Secretary, that is music to my
ears. Thank you for that. I am incredibly proud also that Princeton
Plasma Physics Lab is located in my district. I know that there was
a Fusion Summit at the White House today. I also know that the
Deputy Secretary and Mr. Turk had a long talk with the represent-
atives from the White House, were able to tour PPPL earlier. I am
wondering, what are the next steps in the development of that vi-
sion as it relates to fusion? Will the administration support and
prioritize the funding necessary to accelerate the development of
fusion energy and how is that reflected in this 2023 budget re-
quest?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes. Thank you for that. Obviously, the
Princeton Plasma Fusion Lab is one of the key entities that is
doing this, the National Ignition facility at LB&L, and a number
of labs are doing work, incredibly important work in fusion. The
Office of Science has about $723 million for fusion in this budget,
including the investment at ITER, our international cooperation
with a number of countries that is located in France.

We have a real push on this, both from the administration, as
well as inside. We know that there is a decadal strategy with re-
spect to the administration having brought together folks to be able
to do that. Congressman——

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Right.
Secretary GRANHOLM [continuing]. Fleischmann, thank you for

participating in that, as well. So, you know, I know everybody says
it is far out. It is far out. But if you keep saying that and you don’t
put enough to make it come closer, this could be—it certainly could
be an answer to our, all of our desires to get clean——

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Thank you.
Secretary GRANHOLM [continuing]. Baseload power.
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Thank you. I have 11 seconds left.
Secretary GRANHOLM. I am sorry.
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Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Thank you for that. I just want to say
this. New Jersey with its shoreline is very interested in capitalizing
on wind energy offshore. And we hope that you all can recognize
that we are trying to be a leader in that area. We are a leader in
that area. And there will be the appropriate resources and support
to those efforts to make sure that we meet even our governor’s am-
bitious goal of 7,500 megawatts by 2035. It is so important to all
of us. And connecting that wind energy to our energy grid is what
we need attention on. Thank you.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Absolutely. Thank you. I was in New Jer-
sey yesterday on that very subject. So, yes, agree 100 percent.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Oh, sorry I missed you.
Secretary GRANHOLM. No, that is fine.
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Thank you. I yield back.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Congresswoman Watson

Coleman. Congressman Newhouse.
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Thank you very much, Madam Chair. Madam

Secretary, great to see you.
Secretary GRANHOLM. Great to see you too.
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Thank you for being with us. And let me start

off by saying thank you for meeting with the Western Caucus ear-
lier this year, having a great conversation about many of the en-
ergy concerns of members of the Western Caucus and their con-
stituents. And just really appreciate you coming, sitting down with
us for lunch, and hearing our concerns. So, thank you for that.

A couple things. First, I wanted to start off with something called
the Tri-Cities Clean Energy Innovation Hub. And when you come
to my district, you will see that firsthand. But as you know, at
DOE sites across the country, we really have an incredibly unique
set of skilled workers, capable of supporting a wide variety of na-
tional priorities, including clean energy and technology and devel-
opment and deployment. It is nowhere better illustrated than in
the Tri-Cities in Washington State.

We certainly have a dedicated team of local businesses, govern-
ments, utilities, community organizations. They have all been
working to continually grow the clean energy innovation as a hub
in the Tri-Cities. And I think they have even, I believe, even
briefed some of your senior staff members. So, I think there is real-
ly a tremendous opportunity here for collaboration between DOE
and the Tri-Cities. And when you do come to Hanford—we are
going to reschedule that, I hope—and meet with folks there and
with the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory that you will also
take some time to meet with these folks and hear about their great
work and things they are doing to work on clean energy goals. That
would be exiting.

But jumping to Hanford. And I want to complement Mr. Kilmer
for reading word for word exactly what I wrote for him. It was awe-
some. But talking about the needs that we have cleaning up the
Hanford site. And given those current needs that he mentioned and
referencing, my question, and then I will get into some other
things, before I ask for your responses. Just simple. Why would the
administration propose cutting funds for Hanford for fiscal year
2023 by $172 million? It seems that we should be doing—that
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doing that, would only move us further away from the successful
completion of that cleanup.

You know, last, I think it was last summer, last June, perhaps,
my colleague Senator Murray shared with you some of her serious
concerns with the lifecycle costs of the Hanford project and asked
if you thought that there were opportunities to lower them. And
your response was that you didn’t have a silver bullet, and I appre-
ciate that. But I have to say that I think there are some important
innovative solutions that we do have to accomplish this goal.

So, three things. The first, utilizing the high-level waste reclassi-
fication, which I was encouraged to see your department affirm and
utilize at other sites around the country. So, thank you very much
for doing that. Secondly, continuing our deployment of the low-level
waste offsite disposal or the testbed initiative. I am sure you are
familiar with that. We must move forward with a second stage.

And, lastly, on a more general matter that the current regulatory
regime governing the site’s cleanup. We have got to continue en-
couraging a proactive engagement and a partnership between the
DOE and my state, the State of Washington, to really make true
progress for the cleanup. So, I am just curious about your thoughts
with all of that.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah, I mean, I look forward to coming, as
well. And again, I apologize that that trip had to be cancelled be-
cause I think there is no substitute for being there in person to see
the site and to meet with people and businesses, et cetera, who are
moving the clean energy spaces.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. As long as no more wars breakout, we will get
you there, right?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah, yes, thank you. You know, the fund-
ing issue is just a tough one, right? Because the EM’s budget is 7.6
billion, and 2–1/2 billion of that goes to Hanford. There is no doubt
that there is greater needs than that and, really, I look forward to
working with you on it. This is a question of balancing across budg-
ets and across sites. You know, I know that you know Ike White,
who is head of our EM office, who has done just a phenomenal job
at all of these sites, and he is trying to balance it all as well. You
know, there is—they have been able to achieve some milestones
where they come in under budget and ahead of time. For example,
the side tank cesium, you know, was—the tank-side cesium re-
moval system was ahead of time.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. We call it TSCR just for short.
Secretary GRANHOLM. TSCR, TSCR. But, you know, we are ex-

cited about the start of DF Law, you know, so I want to see it in
person, personally. And I would love to talk through with you other
ways we could consider how we can be efficient, but, you know, low
cost, but safe, and address the community’s concerns. All of those
balance. And we obviously want to partner with Washington. And
we will continue, we must partner with Washington in terms of the
definition of the waste and whether it is— you know, whether we
use the definition of high-level waste that we have used in other
places or not. That is obviously part of the discussions that we are
having.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Thank you. Thank you very much for that. And,
Madam Chair, I know I am over time, but can I just make one
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point here that the Secretary and I would I think—their report ear-
lier this year on the lifecycle cost of Hanford came up with poten-
tially a total cost of $640 billion, with a completion date somewhere
near 2078, and we get 2.5 approximately a year. In order to meet
that, it would be $11 billion a year, just to put that in perspective.
So we need that silver bullet, some of those things we are talking
about, we really do. So, thank you, Madam Chair.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much. I just wanted to state that
because votes have been called, members should just be aware of
that. What we are going to do is we are going to continue the hear-
ing and one of our colleagues will come and take the gavel as I go
vote, and then we will come back. So, I just wanted to make mem-
bers aware.

Congresswoman Herrera Beutler.
Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Thank you, Madam Chair. And thank

you, Madam Secretary, for being with us today.
I wanted to talk about gas prices, which I am sure you are acute-

ly aware of. The average price of gas is $4.68 a gallon in Wash-
ington State, and in Southwest Washington, which is my home, not
everybody can afford to drive a Tesla, although I am sure it would
be fun to get the chance. I actually have a small business in my
district recently who they are now downsizing their business be-
cause they can’t afford the cost of gas on top of labor, and on top
of maintenance, et cetera. And prior to this administration, we had
the ability to be energy independent, but I feel like a rush to rather
than a rainbow of energy options. We chose the green energy op-
tions only, I mean, almost singularly. And my concern is it is not
going to happen overnight. And as a result, it really has driven up
prices across the board.

And, let us be clear, gas prices were climbing prior to Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. That obviously doesn’t help the situation. I
wanted to know really what steps the administration is taking on
this piece. Because as much as we know there are many, many
things happening, the main things that people are asking me about
are these prices because it really impacts whether they can do
what they need to do for their families. And I know that is impor-
tant to you.

I think a lot of us would agree that there is nothing—I am fully
in support of the goals to get electric vehicles on the road and mov-
ing, but I am having a real challenge with, you know, on one hand,
it is let us plug every car in; on the other hand, we don’t even know
what the capacity in Washington State—we don’t even know what
our need is. I know that we came within 500 megawatts of brown-
outs last year. Yet, the direction of our state is we can’t even tell
you what our need is and where our need is at, yet we are talking
about getting rid of low-generating energy production in favor of
things that are good, but I don’t think are there yet to generate for
the load. And so I wanted to hear you speak about that a little bit.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Thanks for the question because it is clear-
ly just hugely acute for everyone, but particularly for people of
moderate means. I mean, it is a huge, a huge burden. The Presi-
dent is obsessed with this as well.

As you know, oil is traded on a global market, and that global
market, unfortunately, has had now between 1–1/2 to 2 million gal-
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lons of barrels per day pulled off of it because of the Russian inva-
sion. And yes, the prices were rising because we were coming out
of COVID and the demand was increasing and the supply was not
keeping up with demand. This is all about supply and demand, al-
ways, right?

But right now, people think often that a governor, I say this be-
cause this was always a question I got when prices went up, why
can’t you lower gas prices? But the fact is, it is traded on a global
market. People in Europe, people in Brazil, everybody is paying
that same 100- to $110 per barrel. And so what do we do about
that? So what the President has done is increased the barrels from
the strategic petroleum reserve while calling upon an increase.

So just with respect, it’s not a one only. I mean, the President
understands that this is an acute moment. We have to increase
supply, and that means we have to increase supply at home. We
now are the number one producer of oil, of oil and gas. We are the
number one producer of natural gas. We are the number one ex-
porter of natural gas. We are a net oil exporter. So all of that is
happening right now. He is calling upon that increase. And so
there is starting to be an increase in production, and the Energy
Information Agency suggests that about a million barrels per day
will come online additionally by the end of this year.

And that is why the strategic petroleum reserve was set up to
meet a million barrels per day to the end of this year so we can
stabilize. It doesn’t bring down prices, though, and that is why the
transition, ultimately—and you are right, it is a transition—it is
not going to happen overnight. The transition is important.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. And that piece is so incredibly important
because if we get it wrong we completely seize up the economy.
And my fear is we are going to get it wrong.

The President was in Washington State last week on Earth Day
and his main focus wasn’t natural gas, and he wasn’t talking with
to the state lawmakers or the governor about the need to make
sure that we don’t rip out, which essentially they are trying to ban,
this important piece of energy. It was we are going to further re-
strict your ability to make our Federal forests safe from major bee-
tle infestation and wildfire. It was we are going to take it even—
you can pull out less trees. Right now we are not even taking
enough trees off to keep the mortality in check.

So I feel like, though he understands that piece, it is not where
the administration is moving. And I guess I would encourage you—
and some of it, these are state-level decisions. You know, I hear
you saying this about oil and natural gas, yet I can tell you Wash-
ington State is not singing that tune and our people are going to
pay for it. So I guess maybe some of that cross-pollination of ideas
would be incredibly helpful to the people that we all serve.

Secretary GRANHOLM. I appreciate you saying that. I will say,
even though that was Earth Day, it might have been a slightly dif-
ferent message. The President has really called upon increased
supply because he understands the importance of helping our allies
at this moment.

You know, we at the DOE permitted two additional natural gas
facilities yesterday. We have permitted every terminal request in-
side the United States that there is a permit for. We have per-
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mitted 30 billion additional cubic feet of natural gas than what cur-
rently even is being built. So we are moving in that direction be-
cause we know that at the moment we have got to increase supply
even as we transition to clean energy. We have to accelerate the
transition to clean, but we also have to accelerate the supply right
now.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Thank you for that, Madam Chair—Mr.
Madam.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Sorry, that went on a long time.
Mr. KILMER. Please, just call me Derek.
Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. There you are.
Mr. KILMER. Next up, Mr. Reschenthaler.
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Thank you, Mr. Chair. And it is good to see

you with a gavel, just like ModCon.
Madam Secretary, you were talking with my colleague just now

about supply and demand and about how, of course, we are a large
producer of hydrocarbons. I am still concerned, though, about pipe-
lines. For example, there are some in the industry that say that we
can only move roughly a quarter of the hydrocarbons we can actu-
ally produce. So given the fact that we have a shortage of pipelines,
that the administration cancelled the Keystone XL Pipeline, you
have New York—again, I understand this is a state issue—but pre-
venting a pipeline from Pittsburgh to Boston which would prevent
dirty Russian oil coming in to New England for fuel.

Despite that, it seems like the administration is against the ex-
pansion of pipelines. I know you said, and I quote you, ‘‘Pipe is the
best way to go.’’ You were referring to hydrocarbons. Do you still
have that opinion? And, also, how do you reconcile the difference
between your opinion and that of the administration?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Well, I think here is what I know. We are
going to need pipelines, for example, to sequester carbon if we do
these demonstration projects for carbon capture and sequestration
in the bipartisan energy bill, and it is an important aspect of
decarbonizing the existing fossil fuel. So we have to have pipelines.
We have to have pipelines for hydrogen. We have to make pipelines
that we build perhaps hydrogen-ready even, you know. And there
are ways to do that. This is what they are contemplating in Europe
as well. So this is an important conversation.

I know that folks, you know, in the environmental movement un-
derstandably don’t want to build out infrastructure that ends up
locking people into dirty fossils. And so the question is, how do you
increase supply right now, make sure that we are able to be energy
independent, make sure we are able to help our allies, and not per-
manently lock in an infrastructure which will be harmful, over the
long run and in the immediate, to the planet?

And that is a technology question to me. That is something that
we at the Department of Energy can be helpful and try to figure
out. Obviously, pipelines are not permitted by the Department of
Energy, but I do think that there are technology solutions that will
lead us to be more moving in the direction of clean and be able to
do supply right now.

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. I still think we artificially reduced our sup-
ply just by not bringing more pipelines in. I get what you are say-
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ing, but I truly think that we would reduce energy costs if we had
more pipelines.

Additionally, if we are looking at global C02 emissions and pro-
jecting power abroad, we would be in a much better position if we
had more pipelines to get natural gas and other hydrocarbons to
port so we can export LNG to our allies.

But I have a few more questions.
Secretary GRANHOLM. Okay.
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. So, Madam Secretary, last year you said to

the oil and gas industry, and I quote you, ‘‘The bottom line is you
have got to move. You cannot hang on and be like Kodak or the
Blockbuster Videos of the energy world. You have got to diversify.’’
The administration now this year is asking for the industry to stay
the course, invest more. So has there been a shift in the adminis-
tration? Have you shifted your position?

Secretary GRANHOLM. I think they have to do both. I mean, I
think they recognize, the oil and gas industry recognizes that they
have got to diversify. That is why many of the oil and gas majors
are moving in the direction of calling themselves diversified energy
companies rather than oil and gas, many of them.

And I was at Zero Week, which, of course, is the big week that
oil and gas majors and other energy companies go to Houston. All
of them that I talked to, except for maybe one, said that, yes, diver-
sification of our business plan to move to clean is smart for us be-
cause we can see where this is heading. We know where, as we say
in Michigan, we know where the puck is heading, and we have got
to skate to that.

And so that is why you are seeing a huge amount of emphasis
on, for example, building offshore wind platforms because they
know how to build offshore oil and gas rigs. You are seeing empha-
sis on putting charging stations at gas stations and not resisting
that. And emphasis on biofuels and emphasis on carbon manage-
ment and emphasis on hydrogen. All of these strategies, to have
them diversify and capture this movement, this transition to clean,
which they very much see.

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. So I would still argue the pressure from
the administration, again, artificially reduced supply because I
think the positions the administration had early on froze a lot of
investment in the industry. But you were talking about the transi-
tion to other sources. I think we need to be realistic about this. Let
me just give you a statistic here.

Since the first insulation of an LNG export facility in 2016, the
decarbonization impact to the U.S. LNG export industry has been
greater than the impact of the U.S. solar industry over a 15–year
period. I mean, you cannot refute that. So wouldn’t we be better
focusing on a transition to hydrocarbon and then to so-called clean
industry rather than trying to make the jump? For example, if we
are exporting LNG, if we are burning hydrocarbons here, we can
actually reduce our C02 emissions and reduce the C02 emissions
globally. We have proved that LNG and hydrocarbons actually are
a greater impact to the environment than these wind farms and
solar panels. Do you have any comment on that?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Well, I think we have to invest more in de-
ployment of wind and solar because it is truly zero carbon-emitting,
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and that is ultimately where we would like to be. I understand that
liquified natural gas is better for the climate than coal, burning
dirty coal or diesel, and that is why so much of that LNG has an
impact. But ultimately, it would be terrific if we could button down
the LNG world, making sure that they don’t have methane leaks,
making sure that their C02 is also captured and sequestered so
that they are near zero carbon technologies. We are not quite there
yet, but the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law helps to get us there.

Can I just say one word on this? You mentioned that the Biden
policies had an impact on suppressing production in the oil and
gas. I just want to point out, in March, the Dallas Fed did a survey
of all of the oil and gas CEOs, and in that survey 94 percent of
them said the reduction in production had nothing to do with gov-
ernment policy, it had everything to do with Wall Street. Wall
Street was clamping down on the oil and gas industry because they
didn’t want to see investment in further production, capital invest-
ment. They wanted to take advantage of this increase in cost to be
able to get customer buyback and they wanted to exercise what is
known as fiscal discipline. So that was the biggest reason why you
have seen a dip in production. It was not—94 percent said it was
not because of government policy.

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. I am over time, but just a quick rebuttal.
So, I think Wall Street, if you are talking about Wall Street, capital
is going to go where capital is treated best. So when there is rhet-
oric saying that we want to eliminate fossil fuels, or your adminis-
tration wants to eliminate fossil fuels, there is not going to be in-
vestment in hydrocarbon. So I would say you are partially
right——

Secretary GRANHOLM. But it was happening long before the
Biden administration.

Mr. RESCHENTHALER [continuing]. That it was Wall Street, but—
Secretary GRANHOLM. It was happening long before the Biden

Administration, this pullback. We are asking them for increasing
supply. That is what the Biden administration did.

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. But did. Right, sorry.
Secretary GRANHOLM. But they had pulled back long ago.
Mr. KILMER. We have got to move on.
Secretary GRANHOLM. Sorry.
Mr. KILMER. Congresswoman Lee.
Mrs. LEE. Thank you, and it is nice to see you, Secretary. And

I was really happy to host you on your recent visit to Nevada and
show you our leadership and grid modernization and cutting-edge
technology and, of course, the Weatherization Assistance Program.

I know we have connected on this issue before, but I would be
remiss if I didn’t mention nuclear waste at Yucca Mountain. As you
know, Yucca Mountain has been a failure in both policy and science
for decades, and we have been greatly encouraged in Nevada that
this administration has committed to consent-based siting. So I just
wanted to ask you, can you provide an update on the status of
DOE’s request for information on consent-based siting?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes, we put out that request for informa-
tion on the consent-based siting in December. We have gotten now
over 200, I think the period is closed, we have gotten over 200 re-
sponses, I think about 225 responses, and we are evaluating those.
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And we will be taking our next steps and our cues from what com-
munities may have expressed interest or at least want to have a
further conversation about it. So the process is ongoing and con-
tinues.

Mrs. LEE. Good, we are encouraged by that. As you know, Ne-
vada is the leader in renewable energy generation, especially solar,
and has committed to 50 percent standard by 2030 and a goal of
net zero by 2050. But to achieve these goals in Nevada and across
the U.S., we need to modernize transmissions so that the grid of
the future can get this clean energy from the sources to where it
needs to go, and I understand that DOE established a Grid Deploy-
ment Office. How exactly is that office supporting implementation
of the investment and JOBS Act funds? And what more can we ex-
pect to come from this office in the coming months?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah, thanks so much. I mean, the grid is
just a huge machine across the country and very complicated and,
in parts, very dilapidated. So we need to increase capacity of the
grids, and the Grid Deployment Office is going to be working on
the planning with local communities about doing that increased ca-
pacity.

We need to identify the best spots, where there are gaps, and we
need to make sure we are using the next generation technology to
make sure that parts of the country can talk to one another; and
to encourage, for example, regional transmission organizations, like
what Nevada needs, to have a western transmission grid that can
deliver energy to places that need it from places that are gener-
ating it.

The smart technology, the security from cyber attacks, resilience,
making sure that we are where it is important burying the wires
or otherwise making them resilient from fire or from extreme
weather events, and additional capacity are all under the purview
of the Grid Deployment Office.

Mrs. LEE. Great, thank you. I am looking forward to continuing
to work with you on that.

Speaking of severe weather events, Nevada faces record heat,
and I am also very concerned about many of my constituents strug-
gling with high energy bills.

And we had a chance to tour a weatherized house in my district
earlier this month and that was a great demonstration of the en-
ergy and money savings that we can achieve through some of these
programs. Under the infrastructure bill we included a $3.5 billion
investment in the Weatherization Assistance Program and the ad-
ministration’s budget request right now proposes a new initiative,
the LIHEAP Advantage Pilot Program. What results can we expect
from this pilot program and how will it complement the funds in
the infrastructure bill?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah. There are two pilot programs that
are involved in weatherization. One is the LIHEAP one because we
spend a lot of money as passthrough the states on paying for the
high energy bills of people who can’t afford it. But we do not do
at the same time weatherization of their homes, so that you do not
end up having to spend all of that money on weatherization. So,
the LIHEAP Pilot addresses that and it is a partnership with HUD
to make sure that happens.
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The second is that many homeowners are turned away from the
weatherization program because their home doesn’t qualify because
there may be a structural deficit. Maybe they have mold, maybe
the roof is not structurally sound. So, we have a pre-weatherization
component of the budget, a $40 million slug for that, to make sure
that these homes are ready to be weatherized. And these are often
the homes that need it most.

There are almost 40 million homes across the country that are
weatherization-eligible and, unfortunately, we only usually only do
about 35,000 a year. So, have a huge amount to go. That 3–1/2 bil-
lion gave us the ability to do another 450,000 homes. That is great,
but not just a drop in the bucket compared to the need out there.
So, I hope this committee can support increases to the weatheriza-
tion budget.

Mrs. LEE. Great. Yeah, no, this is an important program and one
that is such—not just energy but cost saving for so many people.
Thank you, and I yield the time I don’t have.

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Ryan.
Mr. RYAN. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Secretary. We appre-

ciate your leadership on all of these issues. Thank you. Two quick
questions because we have to run and vote.

One is on the Build American, Buy American Act which we had
included in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill. Senator Brown was
very helpful in the Senate. We are going to conduct some pretty
vigorous oversight on this because we have had Buy American over
the years and it doesn’t always end up the way we want it to. And
agencies were supposed to comply by May 14th and I am a little
concerned that the Department of Energy has already missed its
statutory January 14th deadline. So——

Secretary GRANHOLM. I am going to look that up later.
Mr. RYAN. Okay. Okay.
Secretary GRANHOLM. So keep going.
Mr. RYAN. You can take that for the record, unless you have it.
Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah. Yeah, yeah, keep talking. I am—I

want to see if I have it.
Mr. RYAN. Okay. Just wondering what steps you guys are going

to take to identify the Federal Assistance Infrastructure Programs
not currently applying Buy American.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Okay. So, first, I do have that information.
We did miss the January 14th deadline, but we did transmit it to
Congress in early March, and it is publicly available, and we are
working to post it on the Federal Register. So, just to let you know.

Mr. RYAN. Okay.
Secretary GRANHOLM. Totally agree with your emphasis on Buy

American. As you know——
Mr. RYAN. I know you do.
Secretary GRANHOLM [continuing]. The administration does as

well, and we are so excited that the components ended up in the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. It means so much for all of these
programs, including the funding that we will be putting out in
funding opportunity announcements for some of these demonstra-
tion projects, as well as what we are purchasing in the Federal
Government for our own use, the FEMP, the Federal Energy Man-
agement Program that has been moved to the infrastructure col-
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umn of our new reorg, is all about making sure that we are able
to Buy American.

We have gaps, though, as you know. We have supply chain gaps
and this is just the overarching. We have to fill those gaps with
American businesses and American mining and American all of
that, the gaps in the supply chain, so to build on what you have
already put your footprint on. We have to build out the full supply
chains for all of these, including solar, the Solar Energy Manufac-
turing Act that has been proposed, I hope. We support the manu-
facture of these energy technologies in addition to subsidizing the
generation of the energy itself.

Mr. RYAN. Right. It is such a great opportunity for us.
Secretary GRANHOLM. Yup. Sure is.
Mr. RYAN. So, I know you know that in Michigan. We want that

in Ohio. We don’t have to be enemies all year long.
Secretary GRANHOLM. I know.
Mr. RYAN. Just, you know, just one afternoon in the fall.
Secretary GRANHOLM. We have that Midwest-Great Lakes thing.
Mr. RYAN. One other issue real quickly. Implementing policies to

address climate change is vital, as you know. But this cannot be
done by turning to solar cells that are made in China, which is a
big concern that I have and China’s coal-fired factories. And this
is especially true as it relates to the solar panels used to power the
Federal Government.

The primary method by which the Federal Government buys
most of its solar power is through solar power purchase or similar
agreements, meaning the panels belonging to the companies sup-
plying the power do not have to meet any Buy American require-
ments, and this is a pretty big loophole. So, we wanted to bring it
to your attention. I am going to be introducing a bill which does
just that by expanding Buy American to mandate any solar panel
used to generate electricity provided under a solar power purchase
agreement must meet the Buy American standards. So, I would
welcome your support and that of the Department and I would
hope you would be open to working with us on that.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Absolutely open to working and that is an-
other reason why we have to continue to build the solar supply
chain here because China has such a big footprint on it.

Mr. RYAN. Yeah. I mean, we are trying to go green and we are
using coal and all the, you know, heavy fossil fuel energy over
there. So, thank you so much. Appreciate it. Always great seeing
you.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Thank you so much, appreciate it.
Mr. KILMER. Mr. Simpson.
Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you. I will be very interested to see how this

community based—consent-based thing turns out. You had 200 ap-
plications or at least inquiries.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Right. They responded a request for infor-
mation.

Mr. SIMPSON. That is going to be——
Secretary GRANHOLM. And I am certain that some of them were

objecting, so.
Mr. SIMPSON. Yeah. It is going to be fascinating to see how many

of them are serious about it when they find out that the Federal
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Government isn’t working on a permanent geological repository
and that they are likely to become the permanent repository and
how much that is going cost us.

You know, the City of Las Vegas came to me one time. This has
been, I don’t know, 12, 14 years ago. They were about ready to
withdraw their objection to Yucca Mountain and support it. But
when I asked them what they wanted, there was no way the Fed-
eral Government could afford it. We could put our whole budget
into the City of Las Vegas. I mean, you can buy the support. It is
going to be interesting to see how that turns out. I just want a so-
lution.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah, me, too.
Mr. SIMPSON. People think I am just pushing Yucca Mountain.

I will tell you, as I have told every Secretary, don’t fill up that $14
billion hole in the ground because you are going to need a place to
store all the studies that have been done by the National Academy
of Science on that hole. It is the most studied piece of earth in the
world. But anyway, that is neither here nor there. We just need to
solve this problem.

In my opening statement I mentioned my overall dissatisfaction
with the lack of priority given to the nuclear energy programs, and
I am particularly disappointed that the budget request does not in-
clude funding for ongoing demonstration activities within the Ad-
vanced Small Modular Reactor Program. The NuScale SMR re-
cently received its certification from the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, the first ever NRC-approved SMR design. There is a West-
ern utility signed up to deliver this reactor. There has also been
international interest in this SMR.

I intend to work, once again, to add funding to this, for this im-
portant demonstration project and I support the other demonstra-
tion projects that we are doing, also. Will you commit to working
with us to ensure the continued progress and ultimate success of
this project?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes.
Mr. SIMPSON. It is a very important project.
Secretary GRANHOLM. It is.
Mr. SIMPSON. One other thing I want to talk about for just a sec-

ond. We have been talking about Buy American and et cetera, et
cetera, et cetera, and this is kind of in your bailiwick, but not real-
ly. I mean, critical minerals and the permitting process, when we
talk about Buy America and you have to have solar panels that
meet that standard and so forth, the problem is critical minerals
used to buy them—to build them are not in the United States. We
buy them from China. We buy them from people that don’t like us.
And while you are not the permitting agency for the ability to go
out and get these critical minerals, since they are on public lands
and stuff, it is the Department of Interior, the Forest Service, or
another agency, you are the end user of a lot of these critical min-
erals. Is there any type of interagency——

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes, there is.
Mr. SIMPSON [continuing]. Group that is working to solve this, to

streamline the permitting process? Because we can’t be depend-
ent—if there is anything we have learned from this pandemic,
whether it is for PPE, for our medicines, whether it is our critical
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minerals, whether it is our rare earths, we can’t be dependent on
people that don’t like us to supply these.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Completely agree. Yeah, completely agree.
Yes. You can do sustainable mining, you know, and it would make
our minerals more attractive around the world, as well as for our
own use.

Mr. SIMPSON. Yeah.
Secretary GRANHOLM. So, there are best practices out there. It is

ridiculous how long it takes anything to get permitted. So, there is
an intergovernmental group that is working on this right now, on
speeding up the permitting. I mean, for mining is one because the
President has called for us to make sure that we have a critical
mineral strategy. In fact, today, he announced as part of the
Ukraine supplemental $500 million. That will go through the De-
partment of Defense for critical minerals.

The Department of Defense was one of the entities that au-
thored—led the authoring of the critical mineral supply chain. Of
the 13 supply chain reports that were issued last year, critical min-
erals was one of them, and the Department of Defense issued that.
We work with them closely.

So, yes we have got to make sure that we can get the minerals
and get them quickly. So, permitting is one and making sure that
the extraction process is sustainable is another.

I was just at Salton Sea in California. That is the largest geo-
thermal brine of lithium, a huge opportunity, 600,000 tons poten-
tially of lithium. And they are using geothermal to extract it in a
responsible way. We have got to move on that, right. So, permitting
is critical.

Let me just say, on the budget itself, our budget, we have really
got to focus a crosscut on critical minerals. For example, the
FECM, our Fossil Energy and Carbon Management Office, has
been working to make sure that we can get critical minerals from
coal waste, from acid mineage, et cetera, mine waste. The Bipar-
tisan Infrastructure Law, we are going to be issuing next week a
funding opportunity announcement in the battery space, but we
don’t have any place to process critical minerals and the processing
is a problem. So, one of the pieces that the infrastructure law sup-
ported was to do a processing—to do money for processing.

Mr. SIMPSON. Right.
Secretary GRANHOLM. And that is going out next week. So, we

believe this is a hugely important gap of supply chain and as a na-
tional security issue, and that we should be extracting our own, to
the extent we haven’t. You know, if you ask the National Geologic
Survey, we don’t have all of the minerals that we need. For exam-
ple, we are a little shy on nickel and Russia supplies a lot of nickel.
We don’t want to get nickel from Russia, so what do we do? And
that is part of the global strategy that we want to do is identify
allies, allies that have the capabilities that we don’t have that we
can partner with to ensure that they are able to supply us, too.

Mr. SIMPSON. China has been very good at——
Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes.
Mr. SIMPSON [continuing]. Buying up those supplies in other

countries, in Africa and other places.
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Secretary GRANHOLM. Their Belt and Road Initiative, they make
allies.

Mr. SIMPSON. Yeah, and, I mean, it is devastating. I will tell you,
I mentioned this with the Secretary of Interior at the hearing this
morning, the need to do this and the permitting process. They are
obviously more directly involved in the permitting process, and so
forth. But as we learned, we are about to learn the names of a lot
of minerals that people don’t know anything about.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes, yes.
Mr. SIMPSON. One of them is antimony. I didn’t really—you

know, I had a degree in chemistry, and I don’t really know that
much about antimony, but the Department of Defense says it is
critical. If you are going to do anything with solar or you are going
to do anything with nuclear, you going to do anything with bat-
teries, antimony is a key thing.

We have got a mine in Idaho that was built during World War
II for defense purposes, and it was just left. It is in disrepair. It
actually pollutes the river just sitting there. We got a company that
comes in that wants to clean it up and also can get golden anti-
mony out of the tailings and stuff that were left there, and actually
end up with a cleaner environment. And it has taken 7 years so
far, and they still don’t have a permit for it. We got a cobalt mine
in Idaho that has taken 10 years to get permitted. We have got to
change that and nobody wants to go in.

You know, when you say mining to most people, they still think
of that picture of the firehose blowing away the side of the moun-
tain in San Francisco or in Sacramento with the gold mine. It is
not how we mine anymore, and nobody does it better than we do
in the United States. So, we need to make sure that we can get
this in place and still keep our laws in place that protect the envi-
ronment stuff.

So, anyway I look forward to working with you and hearing what
this intergovernmental agency committee is coming up with. Thank
you.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Ranking Member Simpson, and I will
say I share your concern about critical minerals and materials and
how to maintain an edge there. Congresswoman Bustos.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Thank you, Madam Chair, and thank you to our
ranking member as well. Thank you, Madam Secretary, and to
your team. Appreciate your leadership.

I am going to go to my favorite topic and that is biofuels. I know
every time that I have had a chance to interact with you that I
bring up biofuels.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes, you do.
Mrs. BUSTOS. And you have been very good about talking about

specifically the heavy-duty transportation, like aviation. So, you
know, I see biofuels as this win-win-win. You have got climate, it
helps the climate, it helps energy security, it helps our rural econ-
omy. The congressional district that I serve in Illinois is mostly
rural, and so that is why I always bring this topic up when we are,
you know, when we are talking energy.

So, last year, your Bioenergy Technologies Office announced new
funding for biofuels and it was specifically for research, for heavy-
duty transportation. And I was happy to see companies and re-
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search institutions in Illinois, like ADM, who were getting in on
the action. So, for fiscal year 2023, the Biden administration has
requested increased funding for the Bioenergy Technologies Office
in Department of Energy with an eye on scaling up new tech-
nologies that can help decarbonize all models of transportation.

So specifically, Secretary Granholm, can you please tell us a little
bit more about why it is important that Congress provide addi-
tional funding for that part of your office and the role that Depart-
ment of Energy sees biofuels playing, especially if you can drill
down a little bit on ethanol and biodiesel and how that can help
reduce transportation emissions?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah, for sure. Thank you for saying that.
I mean, there are some vehicles that it is just too difficult to elec-
trify. I mean, we would like to move toward electrification, but it
is just not realistic. I will just say that. That is, of course, the
heavy-duty vehicles and that is, of course, aviation. That is why we
are excited about the aviation—sustainable aviation fuels grand
challenge. It is why we are putting in effect—you know, you were
talking about the EERE funding and we are increasing, part of the
increases is related to this, because we do think that biofuels are
a key part of that future.

You know, the Biofuel Technology Office has focused on several
components, and this is often in partnership with the Transpor-
tation Office, with our Vehicle Transportation Office, because they
run on three pillars. They either want to electrify vehicles, they
want to do electric fuel cells, or they want biofuels.

And so, the opportunity with biofuels for cleaning—for helping
the planet, reducing C02 emissions. Certainly, in aviation that is
a huge problem. We want to get to 100 percent sustainable aviation
fuels by 2050 and the challenge that we have is to get 3 billion gal-
lons by 2030, and then the full slug by 2050.

But we think this is also an economic opportunity. I mean, there
will be the need for 400 additional refineries across the country to
be able to meet that challenge. So, biofuels is definitely a part of
the sustainable future. Our agricultural community is definitely a
part of that future. They see it all the time. They see every day
the impacts of climate from extreme weather events, whether it is
droughts or floods or whatever, they know and they want to be part
of the solution.

So, we are very excited about—I am excited to partner with you
on this. I know it is a big deal for you in this and whatever the
next role you have is, but I am excited to be able to make sure that
we, you know, partner with our agricultural community in par-
ticular and meeting the needs.

Mrs. BUSTOS. So, I know you are working with Department of
Transportation. The Department of Energy and U.S. Department of
Agriculture, are there other ways you are working with USDA
around biofuels or anything that you can talk about specifically?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah. I mean, the partnership really has
been very strong on the sustainable aviation fuel because that is
together, we are doing that grand challenge.

You know, the Department of Agriculture is blessed with ability
to have resources that some of the other areas of clean energy are
a little bit starved for. So, working with the Department of Agri-
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culture on, for example, sustainable forest and forest management
and using forest waste as a way to blend into the biofuel economy
is a really important part of our partnership as well.

Mrs. BUSTOS. I am really glad to hear you talk about the impact
on economies and especially world economies. You come from
Michigan, obviously I am Illinois, but you understand the impor-
tance of helping to build up the rural economy and you can play
a very important role in that and you are at the Department of En-
ergy.

Secretary GRANHOLM. I hope so, yes.
Mrs. BUSTOS. So, thank you very much. Great to see you and ap-

preciate you answering my questions. I will yield back, Madam
Chair.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Congresswoman Bustos. I have to put
a story on the record. When Senator Tom Harkin was serving in
the Senate on Appropriations, and I was on Agriculture in the
House, we went to the Department of Agriculture before the word
‘‘biofuels industry’’ had even been born. And we had an amendment
and we started it in Appropriations, not in authorizing. And the
amendment was to go to USDA and say, look, you already do food,
forestry, and fiber. We want to give you a fourth F, and we are
going to call it fuel. They walked away. We had to force language
on them through appropriation bills to get them to look at fuel. All
right. Now you couldn’t take it away from them.

But I just want to make sure the history is right. And I will put
on the record here that sometimes even our genius departments
can’t find their way out of the woods.

And they need the American people to help them out. So, I will
never forget, I couldn’t believe it. I couldn’t believe it. We had Re-
publicans, Dick Lugar of Indiana, God bless him, he saw the fu-
ture, John Glenn of Ohio. There were people who cared back then,
but it was like, whoa, couldn’t see it.

So, we flew, and I will put on record, the first Guard base in
America to fly a biofuel plane came out of Toledo, Ohio, the 180th
Fighter Wing.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Wow.
Ms. KAPTUR. And it was a smaller plane than an F–16 in those

days. But anyway, it is just interesting to see, hey, and now Amer-
ica has made real progress. But what we don’t know to this day
is what is—if you plan an acre of a plant that can produce fuel for
the different regions of the country, we still don’t understand what
is the maximum BTU outfit for the minimum of BTU input?

We are still not there, but we are going to get there. And with
climate change, it is going to be even more complicated because the
ecosystems are changing, but it is certainly possible. So, plant
science is very important to us. But to get the Department of Agri-
culture to work with the Department of Energy, good luck.

Secretary GRANHOLM. We do.
Ms. KAPTUR. Good luck, good luck. That has——
Secretary GRANHOLM. We are doing it now.
Ms. KAPTUR. Good, good. That has been a major hurdle. So, I just

thought I should put that on the record.
Mr. SIMPSON. Sounds like an I told you so whole story.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Well, you know what, Mr. Ranking Member, I want
to put it on the record just to make sure that all these geniuses
that exist within the Beltway understand that there is genius out
there——

Mr. SIMPSON. Yep.
Ms. KAPTUR [continuing]. That they best access. So, anyway, I

wanted to call on Congressman Newhouse for questioning.
Mr. NEWHOUSE. I can only say good for you, Madam Chair. Well,

thank you.
Madam Secretary, I want to talk about a subject that is already

been broached, advanced nuclear reactors. And I am sure we both
agree that they are a critical part of our energy future. In fact, the
Department is investing a ton of money into the Advanced Reactor
Demonstration Program.

And I can tell you, in central Washington, we are really excited
about the project between X Energy, Energy Northwest, and Grant
County PUD. So, another thing that we will show you when you
come out, we will talk about.

But one challenge to the development is the commercial fuel sup-
ply. And you know what I am going to say about this. Right now,
the only source of fuel that they require, it is called HALEU, which
is an acronym. The only supplier commercially available for this
fuel is from Russia.

Congress asked DOE to provide a plan for creating a domestic
supply for HALEU. I am not sure, a number of years ago, but it
has not been produced. And so a couple years ago, Congress appro-
priated $75 million to be used for the establishment of a national
uranium reserve. DOE has not yet secured that license that I know
of, or for the permitting facilities or the storage capacity to start
the reserve. So, couple questions.

First, DOE’s Request for Information period closed in February.
When can we expect the detailed plan, which would include specific
milestones for completion and expected cost?

And second, beyond a DOE partnering with private industry to
build out the infrastructure required to produce the HALEU, an-
other potential source is down-blending highly enriched uranium
into HALEU.

So, how are you facilitating conversations between the Office of
Nuclear Energy and other government agencies, like NNSA and
DOD, to determine if material available for down-blending and how
it can be made available——

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah.
Mr. NEWHOUSE [continuing]. To the industry in a timely man-

ner?
Secretary GRANHOLM. Great, great questions. First, let me say

the issue of having a stockpile, a uranium stockpile, you’ll see a re-
quest for—or, excuse me, a funding opportunity announcement at
the beginning of June for that. So, we intend to put that out. That
is with NNSA. NNSA and our Department of Nuclear Energy have
been coordinating on a plan to make sure we get HALEU, but also
LEU generally, because we need for our civilian fleet to be able to
have all manner of low-enriched uranium.

So, you will be able—and we are happy to present that to you
as soon as it has run the final traps, but it is in the very final
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stages. I was just presented a presentation of it. And we under-
stand the importance of making sure that we are energy secure
and that includes uranium, and that includes making sure we have
the ability for HALEU and LEU.

With respect to down-blending, I know that the NNSA is doing
some of that. You know, it is better to go the LEU and HALEU
strategy because down-blending is much more expensive and LEU
is a much more high-value material. However, the strategy in-
cludes all of that. So, you will see that when they come out and
I don’t want to show—reveal too much at the moment, because I
know they have got to finish running the traps on it.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. And then another issue, and just I only have a
minute to go here, but I wanted to bring up the Columbia River
Treaty. I know that, you know, you wear a lot of hats, but you have
some relationship here, I believe. I think we are most impacted by
this treaty. Ratepayers in my district are on the hook for a huge
amount of money, I think millions of dollars, and not getting, we
don’t think, commensurate value back from that.

I would just like, if I could, have you update me on DOE’s efforts
to support successful modernization of that treaty and to secure an
equitable entitlement. If there is conversations between you and
State and if you could help encourage that process to move for-
ward. Frankly, it is been frustrating the progress that we have
seen on that, not just in this administration, frankly, but certainly
we would like to see some movement there.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah, we would, too. We know that it is
required. The renegotiation or at least making sure we have the
next iteration of it is really important. we don’t feel like we got
treated fairly in it, meaning the U.S. side. So, it is really important
that we complete it.

I can bring you—I don’t have the details of exactly what the sta-
tus is of the negotiations, and I am happy to follow up with you
just so that you know exactly where it is at.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Well, we could certainly use your help and lead-
ership on this. I think this has been ongoing for 10 years at $50
million a year that are being spent by my constituents, and we
need some help.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Okay. Let me follow up on that.
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Congressman Newhouse. Madam Sec-

retary, we don’t want to wear you out, but we are going to ask you
a couple more questions here, if we could.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Okay.
Ms. KAPTUR. You use the term ‘‘deployment’’ on a new focus of

the Department. I really like that, from pure science to actually
getting it to the American people. And I wondered if you might just
elaborate a little bit about your thinking about how DOE programs
are helping to develop these local strategies to leverage Federal re-
sources, to address their local issues and concerns and challenges.
And as we move forward, how do the American people better relate
to the Department of Energy? It sounds like you have got some
new ideas.

Secretary GRANHOLM. How does DOE meet the streets is what
you mean, right?
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Ms. KAPTUR. Yes. Yes.
Secretary GRANHOLM. To use your words. We are doing several

things. One is that we have created inside of that deployment
bucket, that—it is under Secretary for Infrastructure, a state and
community’s energy plan, energy program. And in that, this is
where DOE meets the street really, especially with respect to the
technologies that we want to get out there. It is called SCEP in the
budget.

In that office, we will include weatherization because that is ob-
viously a really tangible place for that. It will include the Energy
Futures Grants to state and local communities, local entities, who
may not have the resources to do an energy plan for themselves
and they want to.

Ms. KAPTUR. Yes.
Secretary GRANHOLM. They want to deploy clean energy. They

want to create an ecosystem for employment in that space, and
they may not have a relationship with a lab or know how to access
the Federal bureaucracy. So, it is a way to give them technical as-
sistance on how to do that.

And then sort of complementary to that there, we just launched
a pilot called Communities Leap, and that is a local energy assist-
ance program. And that is for communities that really are under-
served to make sure that they too have it.

We just announced 22 communities that were designated this.
And it means that the DOE is sort of adopting them to help walk
them through the process, introduce them to a lab, help figure out.
And they may have—the communities on the ground know best
what their assets are. And we want to be able to say, all right, your
assets are here and how can we help you get to enhance them to
the next level?

So, for example, there is a community in Pittsburgh that wanted
to use next generation technologies and weatherization to do a
whole weatherization plan for a neighborhood. And so we wanted
to connect them with the Weatherization Program, with our build-
ing technologies office to see what grants are out there in addition
to what we were offering to help connect them to the whole of the
government, not just DOE. So, all of that is our effort to be on the
ground.

We have hired local specialists, which we have not done before
as a department, to get out to make sure that we are connecting
with both community organizations, as well as local officials. And
we are continuing to enhance our effort to have DOE meet the
street, as you say, including on the communication side. To your
point, you said we should be having Zoom calls, et cetera. I mean,
I am out all the time, but it is not just me. It is the entities within
the Department. I mean, fortunately, actually Zoom makes it easier
for us to connect more rapidly and efficiently with communities.

So, we have a whole deployment strategy to make sure that we
are accessible and that the clean energy technologies that were
built into the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law are available to com-
munities across the country.

Ms. KAPTUR. I can’t thank you enough for that original thinking.
That has been something that this Department has needed forever.
Based on the way that it was established, that wasn’t the thinking
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originally, but it has grown. And thank you for adding that dimen-
sion. And we will look at the websites and try to inform ourselves
of what you are doing and share it with our membership.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Great.
Ms. KAPTUR. But thank you very much, very, very much. I want

to turn quickly to an issue I just want to raise because maybe
when you get to the cabinet level, your friends over at Labor De-
partment and Education, it might be important to have a discus-
sion. And that is about we talked earlier Congressman—our rank-
ing member, Mr. Simpson, on critical minerals in the supply chain.
I want to talk about the human supply chain relating to energy,
particularly in the public realm. I am just starting in the public
realm. Although these same needs I am going to discuss exist in
the private realm as well.

It is very hard to find the word in the transportation bill ‘‘skilled
tradesmen’’ or ‘‘skilled technician’’ or a ‘‘mechanic’’. It is almost im-
possible. What you find are words like ‘‘workforce’’. That is really
interesting. But we know the following. We know right now the
United States of America is probably a million mechanics short,
technicians who will actually have to work on converting vehicles
or building different kinds of vehicles or repairing these vehicles.

We have millions of vehicles, for instance, that are buses and po-
lice cars and fire engines and refuge trucks and dump trucks and
ambulances and Postal vehicles and excavators. Various millions of
these in the public sector. I am not even dealing with the private
sector yet. And the conditions that many of the mechanics who
work on these work in are terrible. They are terrible. And the less
income a community has, the worse they are.

So, I am just informing, you probably know this, having been a
governor, you got into all of the state vehicles and the—you know
what goes on in these garages and so forth. But we are 1 million
mechanics short in the country right now and technicians on the
private side. And in the public sector, it is so confusing, you can’t
even figure out how many you’re short. I defy anybody to tell me
that number.

So, the need for someone to think about the connection between
what the Department of Energy is trying to do with supply chains
and the human supply chain, and connecting that to the Depart-
ment of Labor and the Department of Education, I think is critical
to bring up the next generation.

I was lucky to speak to the Secretary of Education on a number
of topics and I brought this up and he laughed. He goes, guess
what? When I was in school, they thought I would be a failure. So,
they directed me to work and become a mechanic. I said, what?
And I said, I found my first friend in Washington who actually
cares about individuals who work in this field.

I think we need an initiative there, that is very important, and
to attract and to work with private sector entities, not-for-profits,
like the automotive—well, let us see if I can remember the name,
Automotive Society of Engineers.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Society of Automotive Engineers.
Ms. KAPTUR. ASE.
Secretary GRANHOLM. SAE, I think.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Or SAE, thank you, Society of Automotive Engi-
neers and Technicians. I have no investment in them or anything.
I am just saying that the mechanics that are extremely well
trained and have to take national tests before they go work on
some of these dangerous pieces of equipment have their seal. And
many of our dealerships around the country post a sign if, in fact,
their mechanics have this certification.

I think we can really do something tremendous for this country.
Because many of the people that worked in past generations in
these fields died of pulmonary illnesses and cancers and they still
are because no one paid attention to them. And I just know that
you have a chair of one little committee here in Congress along
with a ranking member, who is trained in the field of dentistry and
who understands something about mechanical sciences that deal
with human health, that gets it. And I would really like to do
something important for this group of people for our country.

And they are not even easily identified because there are some
of them are unionized, some of them aren’t unionized. A lot of
them—a few of them came up in the military, but not enough. And
the educational training is very Helter Skelter all over the country.

So, I just wanted to mention this. If we are a million mechanics
short already, and we know what is happening in the vehicular sec-
tor right now, is that there are layoffs because if you make a con-
ventional transmission, you are no longer as much needed as before
because now, we have to make electric motors, but there’s not an
easy transition there, that we could create some kind of a retrain-
ing program and a training program for people who work in this
very highly skilled area. And I will quote my brother to you now,
who said to me, he was a highly skilled mechanic, he said, Marcy,
he said, you keep working on preventing the people who are going
to work on these new vehicles from being electrocuted. He said,
that is one of your jobs when you go back to Washington. And be-
cause he knew what would happen to people having worked in the
field for many, many years.

And so I went to the head of our firefighters recently in Toledo,
my home. And I said to him the very same thing. And he goes,
well, Marcy, we have been trained if we go to an accident and there
is battery acid all over the road, he said, we have been trained to
lift up the hood and cut the orange cord. I said, that is it? That
is all the training you got? So, I’m just saying to you, that is street
reality that I am bringing in here to Washington. And I just want-
ed to say that on behalf of all these wonderful people that work in
this industry across our country and having represented major
automotive companies, I know, you know what I am talking about.

Secretary GRANHOLM. I know exactly what you are talking about.
Ms. KAPTUR. I just wanted to put the supply chain of human

beings into the discussion here today.
Secretary GRANHOLM. You will be happy to know that we just did

an arrangement with AFL-CIO to do a training program for those
who will be going into the battery space from the automotive indus-
try to allow them. So, we are going to—we are developing an ap-
prenticeship program with AFL CIO on the battery side. Just to let
you know.
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Ms. KAPTUR. I knew that you would be at the lead, whatever
happened, but I just want to know, I want to lift it up.

Secretary GRANHOLM. I appreciate you so much.
Ms. KAPTUR. I just want to lift it up across the country. Mr.

Ranking Member, do you have any additional questions?
Mr. SIMPSON. Just a couple. Don’t mean to keep you any longer,

but I was also told that I would be a failure by a lot of my teachers
and I think they were right because I ended up in Congress. Who
knows?

I don’t think you are going to—I think if you talk about the trea-
ty that Mr. Newhouse was talking about, I don’t think we’re going
to get anywhere with then Canadians until we serve notice of ter-
mination. Because right now there is absolutely no incentive for
the Canadians to get—I mean, they are getting a hell of a deal and
there is no incentive there. So, we have been trying to push them
to say, okay, let us serve notice of termination, so that they know
that they have to get a deal with this somehow.

The other thing is, I am surprised we got through a hearing and
nobody has really talked about, and I am surprised I didn’t, we’ll
ask a question about it that we will submit for the record about
down-blending and where we stand with the state of the down-
blending of plutonium at South Carolina and WIPP, and where we
stand with the State of New Mexico. If we have got the case re-
solved there of whether we can put this down-blended plutonium
into WIPP or not, that has been a problem for a long time.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah. The down-blended, I think, has been
going to the Savannah—or, excuse me, to the Nevada National Se-
curity site. And——

Mr. SIMPSON. But ultimately, it is supposed to go into WIPP. I
mean, that is where we want it to go.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Ultimately, it’ll go into this eventual
place——

Mr. SIMPSON. Yeah.
Secretary GRANHOLM [continuing]. That will take all of this.
Mr. SIMPSON. There is a question of whether we have to expand

the land of WIPP and the capacity of WIPP—
Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes.
Mr. SIMPSON [continuing]. And, you know, what the volume actu-

ally is measured at, whether it is a 55–gallon drum or the 5 gallons
that are actually in the drum.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah.
Mr. SIMPSON. So—but anyway.
Secretary GRANHOLM. You are on it.
Mr. SIMPSON. I am surprised that nobody brought this up and I

am surprised I didn’t bring it up, and I just did, but it is something
that we will ask in a question for some information and stuff like
that.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah. That would be great. And I am
sure——

Mr. SIMPSON. One other thing that we haven’t talked about is
that when you put together this budget, I suspect it was, what,
three or four months ago, five months ago.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes.
Mr. SIMPSON. Something like that.
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Secretary GRANHOLM. Yes.
Mr. SIMPSON. As you know, there is an issue out there called in-

flation. Now, we could argue about what the cause was, but that
doesn’t get us anywhere. Are we going to have to see or are we
going to see an adjustment in your budget request? Because you
deal with an awful lot of projects, major construction, minor con-
struction, and everything else. I suspect the price of those are going
to be significantly increased because of inflation.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Well, it is certainly a concern. And cer-
tainly, you know, I mean, this is the 2023 budget, so, you know,
some economists are suggesting that inflation is going to level off
a bit, but it is just so hard to know because we don’t know what
is going to happen on the war side and on the supply side. So, it
is something that we are really monitoring and we will have an on-
going conversation with you all about, obviously, if it is—you know,
we don’t want any program that is delivering a really critical pro-
gram to the people to be cut, but we also understand that, you
know, everybody has got to feel a pinch, too. So, we will be back
with you on it.

Mr. SIMPSON. Okay. I appreciate that very much. And again,
thank you for being here. I know it is been a long and tedious day
for you——

Secretary GRANHOLM. It is all good.
Mr. SIMPSON [continuing]. And I appreciate your patience.
Secretary GRANHOLM. I appreciate your courtesy. Thank you so

much.
Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you.
Secretary GRANHOLM. You have been great. Thank you.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Ranking Member Simpson, for your

stalwart participation at every level and for the important acumen
you bring to this. Thank you very, very much.

I have two final questions, Madam Secretary. I also serve on the
Defense Appropriations Subcommittee and I wanted to echo the
concern of our colleagues here on the NNSA weapons activities.
And you well know the Department’s responsibility for our Nation’s
nuclear deterrent and how important that is to our security and
strategic interests, which grow every day. And it is a responsibility
we all take seriously and I know you do, too.

DOD is in the midst of an ambitious nuclear modernization pro-
gram you have referenced earlier, but that has severely strained
the nuclear weapons complex. Previous NNSA administrators and
even the current head of STRATCOM have said that NNSA can
only absorb so much work at one time. I am concerned that NNSA
is on an unsustainable path driven by DOD decision makers that
do not fully understand these limits.

What guidance can you give me that I can—from DOE that I can
share with DOD and do within the interagency process to rebal-
ance risky nuclear modernization plans while meeting defense
needs?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah, this is a really important question
because we understand that we have to all live within our means.
However, you know, there is a point at—we all want to have a nu-
clear stockpile that is safe, secure, and effective, and that means
you have to test and that means you have to have the facilities for

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:59 Jan 04, 2023 Jkt 049890 PO 00000 Frm 00140 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\A890P2.XXX A890P2kh
am

m
on

d
on

D
S

K
JM

1Z
7X

2P
R

O
D

w
ith

H
E

A
R

IN
G



141

doing that And we want to have modernization happen in a way
that is, again, using the most sophisticated of equipment, you
know, the advanced computer technology, the modeling that is
being done, all of this.

I was just at the Nevada National Security site. Anyway, without
getting into that too much, I just want to say that I completely
share the concern of making sure they are able to balance both of
those missions and have it be funded in a way that ensures that
the Department of Defense gets what they need in terms of the
weapons, and delivered on time. I mean, part of this, you know,
part of it is understanding that some of this is first-time efforts.
You know, we haven’t made pits in a long time, for example. So
the 50 pits that are, you know, going to be delayed, this is—you
know, we want to make sure we do it right and that we are not
posing any risk both to the program or to any individuals.

So, I think the message is everybody has to understand that we
are—that the NNSA is doing an amazing job with this mission and
they need to be resourced to be able to do it. And we need to make
sure that they—people understand this takes a little bit longer be-
cause it— because we have to be cautious.

Ms. KAPTUR. One of the issues that a former administrator of
NNSA talked to us about was the talent shortage.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Oh, totally.
Ms. KAPTUR. And the retirements and so forth. And I think it is

something that we need to—the one thing about Members of Con-
gress, and especially the House, we can reach people. And if there
are certain talents that are needed, the going gig in Washington is,
well, everybody knows because there is the internet. Today I tried
to draw down from the internet what the votes were when Con-
gress first passed the Department of Energy back in 1977. To try
to get through a website to find the answer, I had to rely on two
of my younger staff. And I thought—and even they couldn’t find it.
I thought, well, that is interesting. If we can’t figure out that, how
are we going to find the people we need to talent our various labs
and NNSA?

But one thing we can do is we can look—we can work with the
Department, the Members who are interested, just like we do with
our West Point appointees, just like we do with Annapolis and the
Air Force Academy and the Coast Guard and all the other groups
that we try to help. This area is so important. Again, I don’t think
we are meeting the street.

I was shocked to find out that the NNSA administrator told me,
oh, I would say about 6 years ago, Congresswoman—no NNSA di-
rector has ever—administrator has ever set foot in Ohio. I was
shocked. Because we don’t have a lab. And so the idea that you
would even know that such a place existed and that teachers would
try to teach those who are in the sciences and so forth, and I
thought we are not doing our job. There is something—again, meet-
ing the street, searching for the talent that is needed. We need to
do better.

And I know in Washington, it just sounds like if you put it on
the internet, everybody will come to it. Wrong. Wrong. You under-
stand that from having been governor.
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I really think that we need a better approach to nurture that tal-
ent because these are critical positions. And I think one of the rea-
sons things are slow is we have got a lot of retirees. We have got
a generational change and I think that DOE and NNSA has got to
think a little more creatively about how we get the American peo-
ple to even know you exist.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah.
Ms. KAPTUR. I am sorry, I don’t want to hurt anybody’s feelings,

but it is a reality. Maybe all the talent exists in Idaho, I don’t
know, but.

Mr. SIMPSON. There is a lot there.
Ms. KAPTUR. Yeah. We know that by what they send here—by

who they send here.
Mr. SIMPSON. Yeah.
Ms. KAPTUR. But really, I do think it is a challenge and maybe

there is something more that we could help you do. So, that is one
issue I wanted to put on the table.

And finally, in terms of Russia, Ukraine, and energy security,
what steps has the Department taken or been invited to participate
in to help consumers hurting from Putin’s price hike on gasoline
and other fossil fuel commodities? You have discussed that a little
bit. And how are you communicating as the Department of Energy
with communities inside the United States and abroad to develop
strategies to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels and transition to
clean energy? Is there a program underway or an initiative under-
way to help localities think about what they might do within their
own sphere to begin to transform to the new energy age?

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah. I mean, a lot of that, as I was de-
scribing for you, comes from our state-community energy program.
It is really getting communities to think about what their role is
in this next generation, you know. And, of course, I have talked
about what the President is doing right in the immediate in terms
of trying to stabilize oil prices.

I neglected to mention also allowing for the introduction of 15
percent of an ethanol blend, so you reduce the amount—percentage
of oil at the pump for many places, but not everyplace has ethanol
blend pumps, biofuel pumps. So, you know, ultimately, the medium
and long term will be to transition. But in the immediate it is all
about how we can increase supply to reduce the price for people.

Ms. KAPTUR. Yes. Yes, I hear you on that. I know across my re-
gion there are millions of kilowatts of thermal energy that are
wasted every year.

Secretary GRANHOLM. I see what you are saying.
Ms. KAPTUR. They go out into the lake.
Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah.
Ms. KAPTUR. I know in our water plants, water purification and

sewage treatment plants, we are wasting thermal energy. We have
to change this.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Yeah.
Ms. KAPTUR. I appreciate your leadership on the weatherization

program because about 40 percent of our conservation has to come
in buildings. And if you haven’t visited the D.C. water plant, I
would encourage you to do that. Of all the places in the world that
I would take you, I would pick the D.C. water plant.
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Secretary GRANHOLM. Wow.
Ms. KAPTUR. Because of wastewater. In every city across our

country, the biggest energy draw by the cities is for wastewater
and water treatment. It is a big sop of money that affects all these
communities. But when you see what they have done in their busi-
ness plan, it is extraordinary.

You walk in, the first three words you see are, ‘‘Water is life.’’
I thought, hmm, I feel comfortable here. And they have done their
building in a way that they are drawing up thermal energy and the
building materials they have used, which you have talked about,
actually makes the building itself energy neutral.

And then they have a business plan to become a public utility
that produces energy rather than just consumes it. It is fascinating
to look at. And they use some thermal heat exchange to draw
waste heat out of the sewer. And the building, it is on the Ana-
costia River here and weddings are performed in the building that
treats sewage.

Mr. SIMPSON. That is where I would like to get married.
Ms. KAPTUR. Well, I will take you there myself.
Mr. SIMPSON. I am not sure I would want to see those pictures.
Ms. KAPTUR. You would be surprised. You would be—and I

thought this—I have walked in—
Mr. SIMPSON. I would be and so would my wife.
Ms. KAPTUR. I figured I have walked into the 21st century. When

you walk in that building, it is a different way of thinking about
energy, about waste energy, about what America can do using tech-
nology. It was exciting. I didn’t want to leave and all of our mem-
bers felt the same way, the people. So, I just point that out.

And I think about the opportunities we have across our country
to capture this new technology and spread it faster, so that we—
I am amazed with some of the homes being built in your part of
the country, and you probably know them better than I do, Con-
gressman Simpson. But where the water is put on the south side
of the building, so it gets the sun energy, and they are net-zero
homes. I don’t really represent net-zero homes yet in my area, but
to see what is being done in Arizona and some of the Western
States, wow.

In our area, the solar roof issue that you mentioned really fas-
cinates me.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Mm-hmm.
Ms. KAPTUR. And how we are able to move our roofing companies

into using the sun more wisely. You are heavily into that and I
would push that envelope thoroughly because there is a lot there.

So, anyway, I just wanted to put a few of those comments on the
record and thank my colleague, our ranking member, Mr. Simpson,
for sticking it out here today. And I want to thank our staff, Scott,
very much for his participation.

And I would like to draw to a close. And thank you very much
for your perseverance, Madam Secretary. And thank you so very
much. I ask the Secretary to please ensure for the hearing record
that questions for the record and any supporting information re-
quested by the subcommittee are delivered in final form to us no
later than 3 weeks from the time that you receive them. And that
members who have additional questions for the record will have
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until the close of business on Tuesday, this coming Tuesday, to pro-
vide them to the subcommittee office.

And so, for the Nation, this hearing is adjourned and thank you
so very much.

Secretary GRANHOLM. Thank you so very much. Thank you both.
I appreciate it.

[Questions and answers submitted for the RECORD follow:]
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2022.

NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

WITNESSES
HON. MARVIN ADAMS, DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR FOR DEFENSE PRO-

GRAMS, NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, U.S. DE-
PARTMENT OF ENERGY

ADMIRAL JAMES ‘‘FRANK’’ CALDWELL, DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR FOR
NAVAL REACTORS, NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRA-
TION, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

HON. COREY HINDERSTEIN, DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR FOR DEFENSE
NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION, NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY AD-
MINISTRATION, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

HON. JILL HRUBY, UNDER SECRETARY FOR NUCLEAR SECURITY AND
ADMINISTRATOR, NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION,
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

WILLIAM ‘‘IKE’’ WHITE, SENIOR ADVISOR, OFFICE OF ENVIRON-
MENTAL MANAGEMENT, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Ms. KAPTUR. I will now call the hearing on the Department of
Eneregy fiscal year 2023 budget request for the National Nuclear
Security Administration and the Office of Environmental Manage-
ment to order.

I am glad everyone has their candy so we can get started here.
This is a hybrid hearing, so we need to address a few house-

keeping matters.
For the members joining virtually, once you start speaking, there

is a slight delay before you are displayed on the main screen.
Speaking into the microphone activates the camera displaying the
speaker on the main screen. Do not stop your remarks at that point
if you do not immediately see the screen switch. If the screen does
not change after several seconds, please make sure you are not
muted.

To minimize background noise and ensure the correct speaker is
being displayed, we ask that you remain on mute until you have
sought recognition. And, to eliminate inadvertent background
noise, I or staff that I designate may mute participants’ micro-
phones when they are not recognized.

Members are responsible for muting and unmuting themselves.
If you are appearing virtually and I notice, when you are recog-
nized, you have not unmuted yourself, I will ask the staff to send
you a request to unmute yourself. Please then accept that request
so that you are no longer muted.

In terms of the speaking order, we will begin with the chair and
ranking member, who are already here. Then members present at
the time the hearing is called to order will be recognized in order
of seniority, followed by members not present at the time the hear-
ing is called to order.
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Finally, House rules require me to remind you that we have set
up an email address to which members can send anything they
wish to submit in writing at any of our hearings. That email ad-
dress has been provided in advance to your staffs.

I now recognize myself for my opening statement on the fiscal
year 2023 budget request for the National Nuclear Security Admin-
istration and the Office of Environmental Management.

Thank you to our witnesses for joining us today as we discuss the
work of the National Nuclear Security Administration and the Of-
fice of Environmental Management.

Let me apologize in advance that we are expecting votes shortly,
but we will get through as much as we can now.

Every day, NNSA professionals undertake the serious work of re-
ducing the threat of nuclear proliferation and nuclear terrorism
and sustaining and modernizing our Nation’s stockpile of nuclear
weapons, the most lethal, capable, and sophisticated arsenal in the
world.

Additionally, NNSA plays a vital role empowering the U.S.
Navy’s aircraft carriers and submarines, the fiercest fleet on the
open seas.

Effective management of America’s nuclear deterrent is both a
national and global imperative. This is clearer now than ever be-
fore by Russia’s unprovoked war on Ukraine. Vladimir Putin’s tyr-
anny, horrific, scorched-earth war and nuclear saber rattling will
go down in history as a reckless, desperate, and tragic war crime
against millions of innocent people. America must invest in the
safe, reliable nuclear deterrent that serves as liberty’s shield.

As part of our approach, we must modernize our nuclear deter-
rent in a manner that is realistic, economical, and risk informed.
NNSA’s weapons activities budget has increased $3.5 billion, 28
percent, since the fiscal year of 2020. But NNSA continues to run
over budget and behind schedule on its nuclear warhead life exten-
sion programs.

Now, NNSA and DOD say they will not meet pit production
schedules. Frankly, this is really unacceptable. America simply
cannot afford to get this wrong. I venture to say that every member
of this subcommittee is committed to working with you to achieve
a balanced, prioritized NNSA workload that meets America’s na-
tional security needs.

Turning to nuclear nonproliferation, the furtherance of world-
wide safety and security directly depends on NNSA’s work. There-
fore, Putin’s deranged aggression underscores this point unambig-
uously. And, therefore, I was disappointed to see a flat funding
level proposed in the budget. NNSA should expand its work in
arms control and counterproliferation to ensure that America’s nu-
clear diplomacy is ready for the developing challenges ahead.

Now I will turn to the Office of Environmental Management,
which holds a significant responsibility to address and remedy the
legacy effects on the environment that stem from five decades of
nuclear weapons production and government-sponsored nuclear en-
ergy research. Environmental management cleans up some of the
most radioactive sites around the world.

Given how important these clean-up programs are to the well-
being of so many people, including thousands in my own home
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State of Ohio, I was discouraged by the funding reduction proposed
in the budget. We have an obligation to deliver progress for the
people of these communities and for the future of our Nation. We
must not accept anything short of full and lasting remediation.

With that, I will close my remarks.
[The information follows:]
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Ms. Kaptur. Thank you to all of you for your service to our Na-
tion and for being here today. We look forward to discussing this
request, and I would like to turn to our ranking member, Mr.
Simpson, for his opening remarks. And I thank him for always
being on time and present.

Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you, Chairwoman Kaptur.
I will be very brief, but I ask unanimous consent to have my full

statement included in the record.
Ms. KAPTUR. Without objection.
Mr. SIMPSON. I would like to welcome our witnesses, new and re-

turning, to today’s hearing. Your programs are critical to the safety
and security of our country. I was disappointed to see the Presi-
dent’s budget request once again proposes what is effectively a cut
for Defense programs in light of high inflation rates.

To appropriately respond to evolving and emerging global
threats, we must continue the modernization of the nuclear weap-
ons stockpile and its supporting infrastructure. We also have a re-
sponsibility to clean up the sites of previous nuclear weapons devel-
opment and production.

I look forward to discussion with the chair—with the witnesses
to inform our work here on this committee.

Chairwoman Kaptur, I thank you for calling this hearing, and I
yield back.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you, Mr. Simpson.
And we are pleased to have the witnesses with us today, but I

believe that they are going to defer their opening statements.
Mr. SIMPSON. Defer until when?
Ms. KAPTUR. Until they place them in the record.
I remind all members and witnesses that the 5–minute clock still

applies. And, if there is a technology issue, we will move to the
next member as they ask their questions until the issue is resolved,
and you will retain the balance of your time.

You will notice a clock, either on your screen, or in this room,
that will show how much time is remaining. At 1 minute remain-
ing, the Zoom clock will turn to yellow. At 30 seconds remaining,
I will gently tap the gavel to remind members that their time is
almost expired. And, when your time is expired, I will begin to rec-
ognize the next member.

In terms of the speaking order, we will generally follow the
order, as we did in our first hearings, beginning with the chair and
ranking member, and I will recognize members present at the time
the hearing is called to order in order of seniority, and, finally,
members arriving after gavel by order of arrival.

Additional rounds of questions may occur after all members have
an opportunity for a first round.

We will now begin questioning under our normal rules.
I wanted to ask the—wait one second. Sorry.
I would like to begin with NNSA, if I could. First of all, welcome

very much, Administrator Hruby. Glad to have you here today. And
we know that NNSA is in the midst of an ambitious nuclear mod-
ernization program that has severely strained the nuclear weapons
complex. Previous NNSA administrators and even the current head
of STRATCOM have said that NNSA can only absorb so much
work at one time.

I am concerned that NNSA is on an unstable path, an
unsustainable one, driven by the Department of Defense’s decision-
makers that do not understand these limits.

What can NNSA do within the interagency process to rebalance
risky nuclear modernization plans while meeting Defense needs?

Ms. HRUBY. Thank you, Chairwoman, for that question.
We do have a lot to do, and we are simultaneously executing five

weapons modernization programs while rebuilding and recapital-
izing the infrastructure of the NNSA.

We are working very closely with the DOD. I do think they un-
derstand our capacity limits. I don’t think they like our capacity
limits, but I do think there is a better and better understanding
of the capacity limits of NNSA by the DOD. And we are beginning
a process, working with our colleagues in DOD, to do risk-based
prioritization that will, I think, be—give us a program where we
are not looking at individual systems or individual budgets, but, in-
stead, we are looking at the full range of things that the United
States needs to be responsive to the geopolitical environment.

We are also very keen on establishing more resilience and more
adaptability in our infrastructure so that, moving forward, there
are more options.
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But you are right; we are quite constrained, and I think that
DOD understands that better every day.

Ms. KAPTUR. I raised an issue this morning at another Defense
hearing having to do with naval resilience and the mismatch be-
tween what we need to do in our shipbuilding and the long waits
as various ships come in for maintenance where the schedule keeps
being missed. It’s supposed to get done this year. Well, no, we’ll
drop it back another year.

And then, with what is happening with modernization of nuclear
weapons, that doesn’t necessarily mean it will coincide when the
ship is done.

So it seems to me that there needs to be a much more robust dis-
cussion about how do you get both done on schedule? And what
is—how can we accelerate this process in a way also that does not
demoralize sailors and those who are in service to our country on
these various ships?

Ms. HRUBY. We meet as a Nuclear Weapons Council every
month, the executive committee. The working groups meet nearly
every week. We are in constant communication of how to keep our
weapons lined up with operating capability. So I think that that
part of the synchronization is going well.

This is just work that the United States has not done for many
years. In a nuclear weapons program, we built a lot of weapons. We
counted on those weapons for decades, and now we are—need to do
a modernization. Same thing on the DOD.

But I want to assure you that the relationship between the DOD
and the NNSA and the synchronization of schedule is very tight.

Ms. KAPTUR. We would like further clarification for the record on
that one. We are trying to move this hearing along too fast in my
opinion because of what is going on down there, but I will give it
over to our ranking member, Mr. Simpson, to ask his question. And
then we will suspend the hearing until we finish votes, and we will
come back.

And we apologize to all of you.
Mr. SIMPSON. Do we know how long votes are going to be? How

many votes are there?
Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. There is 25.
Ms. KAPTUR. What?
Mr. SIMPSON. Yeah.
Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Yeah.
Mr. SIMPSON. That is what I was going to say.
Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Can we breeze through just one? Does

that make sense?
Mr. SIMPSON. What’s that?
Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. The questions?
Mr. SIMPSON. Let me ask a question, and then we will talk about

it.
Admiral Caldwell, your budget request for fiscal year 2023 in-

cludes an increase for the naval reactors development, your main
research and development programs.

Could you explain—please explain the highlight what—and high-
light what you view as the key areas of this program, including any
impacts if these areas aren’t addressed in a timely manner?
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Admiral CALDWELL. Yes, sir. Thanks for the question, and
thanks for the enduring support of my programs. The support of
this committee allows me to deliver what the Navy needs.

The naval reactors development portion of my budget funds the
scientists, technologists, and engineers at my Department of En-
ergy sites, and also funds the vital equipment that I need to be
able to solve current fleet problems and to prepare for future fleet
issues and designs.

It allows me to fund things like models, methods, and materials.
It allows me to do to the design work that I need to do. It allows
me to solve current fleet problems. And it also funds the advanced
test reactor work that we do to develop the materials we need for
our reactor cores.

In all, I have asked for an increase in the budget for naval reac-
tors development because I need to invest in those game-changing
technologies that are going to sustain our advantage in the mari-
time domain. I have mapped out my strategy in a secret-level docu-
ment. We have shared that with your staffs. I welcome the chance
to share that with the members of the committee.

And we are investing in five key areas: One, building advanced
cores; two, building reactor plant components using modern meth-
ods of manufacturing to try and do that more affordably, to make
the components more capable, and also to make them more reli-
able, and to build—reduce the span.

I am investing in advanced instrumentation and control, and I
have some aggressive targets to improve cost performance, sched-
ule performance, as well as reliability.

I am investing in data analytics and sensors to allow me to mon-
itor the performance of my equipment throughout life and improve
performance.

And, finally, I am investing in game-changing technologies that
we can bring to bare.

In all, sir, this is vitally important to us. Over a decade ago, we
made some decisions to invest in three priority projects—the Co-
lumbia design, the spent-fuel handling facility, as well as refueling
the reactor in New York. Now it is time to invest in R&D.

I have got a good plan, and I appreciate your support that will
allow me to deliver what the Navy needs.

Thank you.
Mr. SIMPSON. What about your personnel?
Admiral CALDWELL. My personnel? That is covered under a part

of my budget called program direction. I am asking for a small in-
crease there so that I can hire to my fully authorized FTE. I am
not able to do that currently because of the growth in Federal
budgets.

I have a small, high-performing, lean workforce of Federal em-
ployees. Those people are my game changers. They are the ones
who make everything happen in my program.

And, if you think about it today, we have a lot going on. We are
building submarines at a rate we haven’t seen in decades. We are
building carriers at a rate we haven’t seen in decades. And I need
to attract and retain and get the longevity from those folks to do
everything I need to do.
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We are also continuing to support the U.K. and their programs,
which we have done for many years. And we are now starting to
support Australia in answer to the President’s task under AUKUS.

So essentially my small workforce is supporting not only my pro-
gram, but the U.K. program and the Australian program, and your
support here would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you, sir.
Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you. I yield.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Ranking Member Simpson.
I am going to make a command and control decision here and—

with the concurrence of the ranking member, that we reschedule
this hearing. I just consider this hearing too important to be inter-
rupted by whatever they are doing down there with 25 votes. And
you are more important to the country than that circus down there
right now.

So, if it is all right, we will work with the staffs, and we will set
up another hearing that will be more convenient to the members.

If there is no objection, I would like to move that.
Mr. CALVERT. No objection.
Mr. SIMPSON. Yeah. I have got no objection.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you.
Mr. SIMPSON. And however we have to arrange it. If it has to be

a virtual hearing or whatever.
Ms. KAPTUR. However.
Mr. SIMPSON. The questions that we have are important and

what you do is very important, so—
Ms. KAPTUR. It sure is, and we respect it, and we value it, and

we need to hear from you, especially now.
Thank you so very much, and I thank the membership.
Thank you, Ranking Member Simpson. The meeting is ad-

journed.
[The following statements, questions, and answers were sub-

mitted for the record:]
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022.

MEMBERS’ DAY

Ms. KAPTUR. All right. The subcommittee will come to order as
we begin our Member Day hearing. Thank you to all of our col-
leagues who will come before us today. We appreciate the time you
have taken to prepare and be here with us. The purpose of today’s
hearing is to take testimony from Members on the Fiscal Year 2023
Energy and Water Appropriations Bill. And we look forward to
hearing from our attendees about your priorities, including Federal
programs of importance to your districts.

There are several who couldn’t be here, who have submitted writ-
ten testimony for the record. Today we will hear from our col-
leagues in 10-minute blocks with two members scheduled for each
time block. Each member will have 5 minutes to testify.

[The information follows:]
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With that, I will turn to our ranking member, Mr. Simpson, for
his opening remarks.

Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you, Chairwoman Kaptur. I don’t have any
opening remarks, except to welcome our colleagues here, and we
look forward to listening to what their priorities are in this appro-
priation bill that we plan on writing.

Ms. KAPTUR. Wonderful. Thank you so very much to Congress-
man Simpson for being such a faithful attendee and leader over
many, many years. Just glad to have you with us today. And of
course, Ranking Member Simpson hails from Idaho, which has its
own set of challenges. And I am from the Great Lakes, so we have
a good partnership that we hope helps the country as we move for-
ward with our very important bills.

Now I know that we have our first two members who are—but
I don’t think they are in the order that we—oh, here we go. Okay.
So I want to welcome Representative Michael Cloud, who wishes
to express support for funding within the Corps construction and
operation and maintenance accounts.

Congressman Cloud, we welcome you, and please tell us a little
bit about your district as you begin.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022.

WITNESS
HON. MICHAEL CLOUD, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Mr. CLOUD. Thank you, Chairwoman Kaptur. Thank you, Rank-
ing Member Simpson. I want to thank you for providing us this op-
portunity to come before you today and speak on behalf of the pri-
orities in our district. I have three requests for our district.

The first request is that you appropriate 157 million in port
funding for the Port of Corpus Christi Channel Improvement
Project. This isn’t just an ask for me. It was included in the Presi-
dent’s budget for fiscal year 2023. The Port of Corpus Christi is our
Nation’s largest seaport by revenue tonnage, and is the largest ex-
porter of clean, natural gas in the United States. The Channel Im-
provement Project will deepen and widen the port’s ship channel
to accommodate larger ships. It translates into larger shipments,
giving the U.S. the ability to export more to our trading partners
overseas.

Two other requests that are included in the President’s budget
request deal with operation and maintenance funding. The first is
nearly 7 million to dredge the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway Channel
to Victoria. The Gulf Intracoastal Waterway stretches 1,100 miles,
from Brownsville, Texas, to Saint Mark’s, Florida. The Gulf Intra-
coastal Waterway serves as an alternative option for commerce, re-
ducing congestion along highways and rail systems. In my district,
the Port of Victoria relies on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway to
transport goods like steel, agricultural goods, and energy to other
states. Regular dredging of this channel is crucial for business in
my district.

Finally, I would like the committee to include the President’s re-
quest of nearly 8 million for the Matagorda Ship Channel. This
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ship channel specializes in the transportation of petrochemical
products and agricultural fertilizer. The drafts and wave patterns
vary considerably across the ship channel, impairing the ship chan-
nel’s navigation and increasing the need for regular dredging on
this channel.

Our ports, as you know, serve as the gateway to fuel, fertilizer,
and other critical resources, not only for our district and state, but
for the entire Nation. And as electricity and fuel prices increase in
the United States and around the world, our ports stand ready to
be a part of the solution in this unprecedented time.

It is important that this year’s Energy and Water appropriations
bill recognize the importance of our ports through thoughtful in-
vestment. I hope that the committee will include my three requests
in this year’s bill.

And I yield back the balance of my time. And thank you, again,
for allowing us to come before you today.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Congressman Cloud. That is
quite an impressive port to represent.

Mr. CLOUD. Yes, we are very proud of the work being done. We
have made a lot of progress and excited to see this project through
to completion, with your help.

Ms. KAPTUR. May I ask, do you have a lot of LNG shipments
going out of your port?

Mr. CLOUD. Yes, yes. Yes, we do. For sure. Cheniere is on the
port there, and we are very excited to hear President Biden men-
tion the need for us to continue to increase capacity there. And so,
yes, it is very important, the work being done there.

Ms. KAPTUR. Very good. Thank you so much. Congressman—
well, if it is all right with Ranking Member Simpson, we will go
to Congressman Frank Mrvan next, from Indiana’s 1st District. Ah,
there he is. Okay. I found you on my screen, Frank.

Mr. MRVAN. Chairwoman, I think you were muted for 1 minute.
Ms. KAPTUR. Okay. There we go. Sorry about that, having a little

trouble with the audio this morning.
We will now move from the deep southwest in Corpus Christi all

the way up to greater Gary, Indiana, in the far north, smack dab
up against Lake Michigan. So welcome, Congressman Mrvan.
Thank you for your fine work.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022.

WITNESS
HON. FRANK J. MRVAN, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Mr. MRVAN. Thank you, Chairwoman Kaptur. I would like to
thank Chairwoman Kaptur and Ranking Member Simpson for
holding today’s Member Day hearing. I appreciate the opportunity
to engage with all members of this subcommittee to advocate for
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers projects that are essential to
strengthening the economy of Northwest Indiana, the entire Mid-
west, and our Nation.

I have the great honor and privilege of representing Indiana’s 1st
Congressional District. Our district serves as a center of vital road,
rail, air, and port networks in the Great Lakes region, and is home
to major manufacturing industries. This infrastructure, in conjunc-
tion with our labor force—our labor workforce and proximity to
Chicago, enables our region to attract new commercial and residen-
tial interests and talents.

Northwest Indiana is proud to have the largest concentration of
steel production and the largest inland oil refinery in our country.
These industries foster economic activity and provide good-paying,
union jobs to thousands of workers in this district. From maintain-
ing the Federal navigation depths in our commercial and rec-
reational harbors to ensuring Northwest Indiana residents have
clean drinking water, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Chicago
District stands steadfast as an unparalleled Federal partner in the
effort to facilitate economic development and promote environ-
mental stewardship in Northwest Indiana. There is no doubt the
projects under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Corps of Army—the U.S.
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Army Corps of Engineers serve as an economic driver in Indiana’s
1st Congressional District, and I am grateful for their missions in
our region.

The community project funding process demonstrates the con-
stitutional prerogatives of the legislative branch, and I am fully ap-
preciative of the attention this subcommittee and its staff devote
to reviewing Members’ requests. It is important that we provide—
that we are provided the opportunity to exercise our constitutional
authority to direct funding to our districts. It is incumbent for us
to submit projects requests that are beyond reproach and focused
on the criteria set forth by this subcommittee.

For the 1st District of Indiana, I have asked this subcommittee
to appropriate 10 million in community-funded projects to the
Corps’ construction account for the specific purpose of undertaking
environmental infrastructure projects in the Calumet region. I
would note that the request amount is equal to the Chicago Dis-
trict’s demonstrated capability for fiscal year 2023. Authorized by
Section 219 of the Water Resource Development Act of 1992, the
subsequent laws, environmental infrastructure projects continue to
have transformational impact on my district, aiding local commu-
nities in making necessary, overdue improvements to water, sani-
tary sewer, and stormwater sewer infrastructure that directly im-
pact the Great Lakes system.

These projects also serve in a primarily industrial corridor in the
majority minority populations that are dealing with the legacy
costs that are so common in the Midwest. These projects are indeed
environmental, but I believe the investments have proven to attract
capital and build an excitement and interest to attract new people
and businesses to my district.

With respect to the appropriate transparency measures that the
subcommittee has put in place, I would emphasize for the Calumet
Region Environmental Infrastructure that the evidence of local
community support is overwhelming, with local sponsors consist-
ently contributing 25 percent of their projects’ costs. These projects
provide a vital benefit to residents in our district and attract new
economic activity to our region.

In partnership with the Chicago District, this cost-sharing ap-
proach serves as a model of Federal-local cooperation, and consist-
ently delivers a strong track record of proven results included, but
not limited to, sanitary sewer interceptors and lines that benefit
residents by reducing backups and damages to homes, improved
operations of local wastewater treatment facilities, and also by
eliminating inflow and infiltration of groundwater into the sewer
systems, and stormwater projects constructed in areas where no
previous stormwater infrastructure existed to protect homeowners
from costly flooding events.

It is imperative that we build on such models of cooperation and
continue to appropriately distribute Federal assistance through the
annual appropriations process to communities that are depending
on our leadership. Additionally, I have requested 1,914,000 in com-
munity project funding to support the Corps’ operations and main-
tenance missions at the Michigan City Harbor, at the Burns Water-
way Small Boat Harbor in Portage, respectively.
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Given the 1st District’s location along the south shore of Lake
Michigan, recreational harbors have an integral part in economic
development plans for shoreline communities. Michigan City Har-
bor features prominently within the Washington Park complex that
is home to Michigan City Zoo and the city’s publicly accessible
lakefront, a 99-acre park that attracts visitors from a tristate area.

As important, Michigan City Harbor and its channel provide safe
refuge for recreational boats traveling within southern Lake Michi-
gan during adverse weather events. The U.S. Coast Guard main-
tains law enforcement and rescue vessels within that port. Improv-
ing the navigable waterway within the harbor and channel will im-
prove the USCG’s access to and from the port to conduct its Home-
land Security missions on Lake Michigan.

Similarly, Burns Waterway Small Boat Harbor supports eco-
nomic development within the city of Portage, driven by its prox-
imity to Lake Michigan and the Indiana Dunes National Park. The
availability of this harbor allows the city to pursue commercial and
recreational plans that tie into the waterway and natural environ-
ment. Along with Michigan City Harbor, Burns Waterway Small
Boat Harbor and its channel provide safe refuge for recreational
boats traveling within southern Lake Michigan during the adverse
weather events as nearby commercial harbors such as Burns Wa-
terway Harbor, Gary Harbor, and Indiana Harbor do not have fa-
cilities for these protection of recreational boats during intense
thunderstorms or other weather conditions that affect navigable
within—navigability within Lake Michigan.

To the immediate south of both harbors, the Northern Indiana
Commuter Transportation District is constructing its double track-
ing project, a $640 million project with substantial investments
made by the Federal and state governments. The transit-oriented
development along the rail line, which connects Portage and Michi-
gan City, focuses upon the accessibility to Lake Michigan via mul-
tiple methods of transportation, including waterways. Requested
funds will allow the Chicago District to address the needs of the
Michigan City and Burns Waterway Harbor.

Ms. KAPTUR. Will the gentleman kindly summarize, as we move
forward?

Mr. MRVAN. Yes. In closing, Chairwoman Kaptur and Ranking
Member Simpson and all the members of this subcommittee, I
thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to share with
you. And I appreciate all important issues that I talked about, your
consideration for funding.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you. Thank you very much. You are such an
engaged member, Congressman Mrvan. We really appreciate all
you are doing, and understanding your part of the country.

I will mention, since we have several Members on the line, one
of the most interesting inventions I have seen of late, was the head
of—the name of our committee is Energy and Water, and generally
people either testify on energy or water. But if you go to the D.C.
Water Treatment Plant, you will see something that will blow your
mind. They have actually put an electric circuit in the sewer. You
mentioned sewers and challenges near Lake Michigan at Gary. And
they are actually drawing up constant power, year round, at the
D.C. water facility using a thermal heat exchanger. Because I had
never thought about this, the average temperature in the sewer is
53 to 75 degrees, constant, year round, which means we are wast-
ing all that thermal energy.

So science is leading us forward with inventions like that, and
they are using it to power their building, which is a new facility
that sits on top of the wastewater treatment plant in the city of
Washington, D.C., which serves a region of over 2 million people.

So I just mention that to you, because I find this committee very
exciting. I stumble over things like that all the time, but I share
it with all the members who are listening.

Mr. MRVAN. Chairwoman, you are muted for 1 second. I think it
popped off again.

Ms. KAPTUR. You know what? This is so odd, it just keeps pop-
ping on and off. So, you are welcome to listen to the rest of the
hearing, Congressman Mrvan. We will pay close attention to your
testimony.

Congressman Simpson, do you have any questions of either Con-
gressman?

Mr. SIMPSON. No I don’t. Just thank them for their testimony. I
look forward to working with them.

Ms. KAPTUR. All right. Thank you.
Mr. MRVAN. Thank you, Chairwoman.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much. Thank you so very much for

participating.
Now we are going to move to Representative Rick Allen. I thank

him for waiting, from the 12th District of Georgia. I want to make
sure our audio is on.

Mr. ALLEN. Can you hear me okay?
Ms. KAPTUR. I can hear you okay. Welcome. Thank you so very

much.
Mr. ALLEN. Well, thank you, Chairman Kaptur and Ranking

Member Simpson. And, Mr. Simpson, congratulations on your re-
cent win. We had a big win in Georgia last night.

Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you.
Mr. ALLEN. I am glad it is behind us.
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Mr. SIMPSON. Indeed.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022.

WITNESS
HON. RICK W. ALLEN, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Mr. ALLEN. Anyway, I want to thank the committee for allowing
me to provide this testimony and highlight issues that are critical
to our 12th District of Georgia. My district is home to many con-
stituents that work at the Savannah River site, a Department of
Energy environmental management site, right across the river in
South Carolina. Specifically, the Savannah River site is home to
many critical missions through the National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration, the NNSA, including operations at the plutonium
processing facility and the Savannah River Tritium Enterprise,
which prepares the Nation’s only tritium supply for our national
defense, which is in recent months we have—we understand how
critical that mission is.

Further, the Savannah River site is home to H-Canyon, the Na-
tion’s only hard nuclear chemical separations facility; the salt
waste processing facility; the Savannah River National Laboratory,
which does incredible work; and environmental cleanup, to mention
just a few.

To ensure that the site risk management operations can proceed
uninterrupted, especially H-Canyon’s mission of safely processing
highly radioactive materials, I request that the subcommittee fund
this account at a total of 501,994,000 for the fiscal year 2023.

I also ask that the subcommittee fund a total of 82 million for
plutonium operations, and 700 million for the plutonium processing
facility for nuclear modernization and nonproliferation at the Sa-
vannah River site. The Savannah River site has repeatedly an-
swered the call to safeguard our national security, and we must
continue to support this critical mission and modernize our nuclear
inventory.

Additionally, I would be remiss if I did not mention an issue im-
portant to my district and, obviously, Congressman Joe Wilson’s
district, the new Savannah Bluff Lock and Dam. This is a bi-
cameral, bipartisan endeavor. It is been around since 1930. While
it is currently caught up in the courts, it is critical that any further
appropriations legislation reinforce Congress’ interest in maintain-
ing the current water levels upstream of the new Savannah Bluff
Lock and Dam, while encouraging the Army Corps of Engineers to
work with local authorities to find an acceptable solution for the
environmental mitigation required as part of the now completed
Savannah Harbor Expansion Project. And thank you for that as
well. It is now the third largest port in the country. Specifically,
any resolution must ensure that existing water levels are main-
tained as required in Section 1319 of the WIIN Act of 2016.

I look forward to working with your committee in the future on
this important issue. I want to thank the House Appropriations
Committee for your work, and I look forward to working with you
on these issues vitally important to Georgia’s 12th District.
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And I appreciate the opportunity to submit my report. Thank you
very much.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Congressman Allen, very much for your
testimony and for being a strong voice for Savannah and for Savan-
nah’s coast and river. We have to visit your site.

Mr. ALLEN. Yes.
Ms. KAPTUR. I don’t know if our ranking member has been there

or not, but I think some of these——
Mr. ALLEN. Please do.
Ms. KAPTUR [continuing]. Gulf sites are really phenomenal. And

your leadership is very, very important.
I was just looking down the agenda we have now had thus far.

We are going to move to Congresswoman Porter of California from
the 45th, 45th District, think about that, of California. But we have
had, in addition to Idaho, Ohio, we have had on for testimony this
morning already Texas, New Jersey, Indiana, and now we move to
California. Truly, this is a subcommittee that covers the country
and we are thrilled to have Congresswoman Katie Porter. Please,
this is your moment.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022.

WITNESS
HON. KATIE PORTER, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Ms. PORTER. Thank you very much, Chair Kaptur and Ranking
Member Simpson, for the opportunity to testify today. As you con-
sider our request for the Energy and Water Development Sub-
committee’s Fiscal Year 2023 Appropriations Bill, that is a mouth-
ful, as you consider your work, I urge you to consider my bipartisan
request for additional funding for the Department of Energy’s ef-
forts to locate abandoned oil and gas wells across the country. This
funding will help the Department of Energy work with Federal
land management agencies, states, and Indian Tribes to identify
orphaned wells that are leaking toxic gases into the surrounding
communities or pose other health hazards.

The Environmental Protection Agency estimates that there are
over 2 million unplugged wells polluting communities around the
country. The Environmental Defense Fund has produced a map of
the unplugged documented wells across the country. And of the
ones we know about, there are 82,000 wells that have been docu-
mented and many of those documented wells are concentrated in
Southern California, the area that I represent and where I live
with my three children. Many of the documented wells are also
concentrated in Appalachia.

Importantly, the map that we have from the Environmental De-
fense Fund only shows documented wells. It does not include the
hundreds of thousands of wells that we have not found yet. The Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act provided nearly
$5 billion in funding to create a new Federal program to address
the longstanding problem of unplugged wells. This is an historic in-
vestment to address this environmental harm, however, the law
only provides $30 million for the Department of Energy to identify
and mitigate the environmental risk of undocumented orphan
wells.
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My colleagues on the House Natural Resource Committee and I
have studied this issue very closely. In March, the House Natural
Resources Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources, where
I serve, had a hearing on this topic. We heard from a witness in
the hearing that the $30 million provided by Congress in the Bipar-
tisan Infrastructure Law was not nearly enough to locate all of the
undocumented orphan wells across the country. That is why I,
along with my colleague, Representative Liam of Pennsylvania,
have requested that Congress appropriate not less than $30 million
for the Department of Energy to help locate these wells. The unfor-
tunate truth is that even with the historic funding that Congress
has already passed, we will need to invest much more in the years
to come to find and plug all of the orphan wells that are damaging
our communities.

Besides the abundant public health benefits from reducing expo-
sure to methane and toxic gases, plugging or capping leaking wells
is critical in our fight to reduce the emissions that contribute to cli-
mate change. Methane is a potent greenhouse gas which, as we
know according to the EPA, is more than 25 times as potent as car-
bon dioxide is at trapping heat in the atmosphere. Due to human
activities, atmospheric methane has more than doubled in the past
200 years. There are many ways to lower our methane emissions,
but capping wells is one promising step that we could take that
would improve the health of our communities.

But before we can plug these wells, we have to find them. So, the
additional funding that I am requesting will go to laboratories like
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, and the Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory in Northern California. They have
the scientists, the data, and the expert technology to help us iden-
tify orphan wells. This is a smart investment for our country and
I urge you to give the Department of Energy adequate funding to
support this work.

Thank you, again, for the opportunity to testify today and I yield
back.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Congresswoman Porter. I do
have a question. Obviously, you have worked with the Interior
Committee, Natural Resources Committee on the authorizing side
and I don’t know about the appropriations side with Congress-
woman Pingree, but orphan wells have not traditionally been a
part of the mandate of the Department of Energy itself. So, we will
take your very important proposal under consideration, but I think
that we also have to check with our colleagues on these other com-
mittees and subcommittees to make sure we are not interfering in
their jurisdiction.

Ms. PORTER. May I respond, Chair Kaptur?
Ms. KAPTUR. Please.
Ms. PORTER. So, I think the rule here is that the capping and the

mitigation work is done elsewhere, but the identification work is
where the Department of Energy has a role to play and that is spe-
cifically what I am asking for. So, once these wells are identified,
then the work of mitigating them and deciding whether they fit
into the Abandoned Well Program is done elsewhere, but it is DOE
and the laboratories that the Department of Energy funds, like the
Berkeley National Laboratory here in California, like Livermore
National Laboratory, that uses technology to identify the sources of
methane emission. So, it is their technology, their data, and their
scientists that can help us find these leaking energy sources and
then the work of actually mitigating the orphan wells is done by
other agencies. You are absolutely correct about that. So, I just
wanted to be clear about the distinction.

I am supporting us finding these wells and I think the strategies
and the priorities for which ones we plug and what order and how
we tackle them is the work of our other agencies that are under
the umbrella of Natural Resources. Does that help, Chair?

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you. Congressman Simpson, do you have any
questions?

Mr. SIMPSON. Well, first of all, I would just like to thank Con-
gressman Allen for his recognition of the importance of Savannah
River. It is one of the really important labs in this country. I have
been down there several times, and they do great work down there
and we need to make sure our laboratories are funded.

As far as your question relative to the abandoned wells, I have
the same question that you do, whether we expand the role of DOE
or whether that is property of the Department of the Interior and
the EPA. There is an Abandoned Mines Program, Abandoned
Wells, and all that kind of stuff and oftentimes, they will use re-
sources from the national labs that work for other sort of programs
to help where they can. I don’t know that I want to start a whole
new program within the Department of Energy rather than rein-
force the program that is currently there to do this job, if you un-
derstand what I am saying.

Not opposed to what we are trying to do to identify these aban-
doned wells and so forth, and identify them and cap them, but I
just wonder about the process that we are advocating here rather
than the process that is already in place.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you.
Ms. PORTER. May I respond? May I treat that as a question,

Madam Chair?
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Ms. KAPTUR. Please.
Ms. PORTER. So, I appreciate that, Ranking Member Simpson,

and I think the reason that we are making this funding, that Mr.
Liam and I are making this request is that we have heard in our
relevant committees and in our communities that the appropriate
entity here is actually the Department of Energy. As you know, we
made a very generous and significant appropriation of $5 billion to-
ward the cleanup costs. But in order to make those tax dollars
work effectively, we want to make sure that we are plugging the
wells that are at most risk of contamination, at most of risk of pub-
lic harm, at most risk of leaking methane or other dangerous gases.

So it absolutely is the Department of Energy. This program that
the Department of Energy is running, this work that they are
doing, already exists. We are not asking for the creation of a new
program. We are asking to up the funding of an existing program
and I will follow up with staff to provide more information in that
regard.

But I absolutely agree. We have existing programs. The point of
this request is to make sure that they are working effectively for
taxpayers.

Ms. KAPTUR. All right. I think this was a very valuable discus-
sion and I want to thank the congresswoman for her leadership on
this important point and we have clearly heard about the impact
of methane on the environment. And we thank you for your testi-
mony today. We will work with your staff and with the other com-
mittee staffs to move this concept forward. Thank you very much.

Now, I want to thank Congressman Van Drew from the 2nd Dis-
trict of New Jersey. Now keep in mind, Congressman Van Drew,
we just heard from the 45th District of California. We move to the
2nd District of New Jersey. And you were the first one up this
morning, I think, waiting in line. We thank you so very much and
we welcome to the subcommittee. We welcome you back.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022.

WITNESS
HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS

FROM THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Mr. VAN DREW. Thank you, Chairwoman, and it is good to be
back. And thank you for the work that you are doing and the rank-
ing member is doing, both of you together.

Today is an important day and I want to thank you for holding
the meeting so that people can truly express the needs that they
have on energy and water. My district of Southern New Jersey has
over 150 miles of shoreline and half a dozen rivers. Our commu-
nity’s way of life depends on the Army Corps of Engineers keeping
our waterways clear and keeping them safe. The subcommittee
plays a critical role in funding the many vital projects that the
Army Corps implements in the State of New Jersey.

I appear before the subcommittee to advocate for community
project funding from the construction account for the authorized
construction project Barnegat Inlet to Little Egg Inlet, New Jersey.
And this has been authorized already. The funding will be used by
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the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia District, to im-
prove a Coastal Storm Risk Management Project that is currently
behind schedule, unfortunately. This project will renourish pro-
tected beaches along the 18 miles of the Jersey Shore that con-
stitutes the community of Long Beach Island, also known as LBI.

In October of 2012, Hurricane Sandy caused significant damage
to LBI. This included, but it wasn’t limited to, damage to homes,
infrastructure, and beaches. The Hurricane Sandy Reevaluation
Report recommended a Coastal Storm Risk Management Beach
Project on LBI for which construction initiated in 2015 and com-
pleted in 2017. The Coastal Storm Risk Management Project was
designed to receive nourishment at a 7-year interval relative to the
start date in 2015. The first periodic nourishment was scheduled
for fiscal year 2022, but funding was not provided. The project is
in the same situation for fiscal year 2023.

Without community project funding, this project will struggle to
move forward with the preplanned renourishment and the LBI
community will suffer for it. This project has universal support
from the community, bipartisan support, universal support. The
community desperately wants and needs this project to be imple-
mented. This project is both a key resilience project and an eco-
nomic driver.

This is an established Coastal Storm Risk Project in an area
which regularly experiences dangerous storm events. Without the
beach to absorb wind and wave action, the risks of flooding and
damage are considerably increased, as we all know. Many areas of
this project are completely eroded right up to the dunes providing
little or no protection and rendering the beach virtually unusable
during any type of a high tide. Failure to complete the project will
place the community in danger and impose detrimental economic
impacts on the multibillion-dollar shore tourism industry on which
this region severely depends.

This authorized project is behind schedule solely due to the lack
of funding and it is strongly desired, as I said, by the community.
The implementation of the project will make Jersey Shore’s Long
Beach Island community safer and more prosperous. It is the sort
of project that community project funding is designed for. I urge
the committee to provide the full requested amount of $32 million
to the United States Army Corps of Engineers in the Philadelphia
District.

I, again, thank you very much, Chairwoman Kaptur, Ranking
Member Simpson, and the entire Appropriation Subcommittee on
Energy and Water for providing me the opportunity to testify on
this vital resilience project. Thank you for your consideration of
this request and I yield back.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Congressman Van Drew,
and thank you for waiting. We appreciate your testimony this
morning and, you know, looking at a map, just west of the bay inlet
sits Wilmington, Delaware.

Mr. VAN DREW. Yes.
Ms. KAPTUR. I was looking at the map. Oh, my, you know, it is

just a very interesting part of the country and I don’t know if you
have any of those oyster beds that they have put up in dif-
ferent——

Mr. VAN DREW. I do like them. Just as a point of interest, I have,
geographically, the largest district in the State of New Jersey. So,
I have about 40-some percent of the state geographically. So, I have
multiple counties, I have 93 towns, and sometimes—my daughter
lives in Wilmington and it takes just about as long to visit her and
come home as it does when I go to parts of Salem County, which
are right next to Wilmington.

Ms. KAPTUR. Right. You can’t take a boat?
Mr. VAN DREW. You actually can, but it is almost longer. So,

there is a lot of interesting issues and discussions with that, too,
getting from the very southern tip of New Jersey to Delaware, and
some people have talked about a bridge. That would be extremely
expensive and so, basically, we have a ferry system that goes back
and forth.

Ms. KAPTUR. Ah, ah.
Mr. VAN DREW. That is one of the ways we can reach certain

parts, like Rehoboth, Delaware, and other areas. So, we are more
influenced where I am, oddly enough, rather than Manhattan and
New York City, by Philadelphia and Wilmington and that whole
area.

Ms. KAPTUR. One thing I love about this committee is that we
actually get to know so many different parts of the country and get
a better feel for the environmental conditions that are attendant to
living there. So, we appreciate your testimony this morning.

And I guess we are into the afternoon here in my part of the
country almost. Congressman Simpson, do you have any questions
of the congressman?

Mr. SIMPSON. No. Thanks for the testimony, Congressman. And
if you want to talk about how long it takes to get from one end of
the district to the other, come out and visit my district in Idaho
and it will take about 10, 12 hours to drive from one side to the
other.

Mr. VAN DREW. I would love it. Oh, I know. I always put it in
perspective. I say the largest district—you will always notice that
I say in the county because I have New Jersey inside Idaho, the
whole state.

Mr. SIMPSON. I feel for you.
Mr. VAN DREW. So, it is tough sometimes, as we all know, get-

ting back and forth, you know, and trying to go to multiple events
or be at multiple places. It is not always—that is why sometimes
the type of remote conversation is helpful as well.

Mr. SIMPSON. Yeah. Thanks for your testimony.
Mr. VAN DREW. Thank you.
Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much, Congressman Van Drew.

You have been a regular and I know you are working hard for your
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district, so thank you. We are very proud of the bipartisan nature
of this subcommittee, let me just say that.

We are going to go now to Representative Melanie Stansbury. A
very different part of the country, New Mexico District 1. Welcome,
Congresswoman Stansbury. Thank you for joining us.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022.

WITNESS
HON. MELANIE A. STANSBURY, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS

FROM THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Ms. STANSBURY. Thank you so much, Madam Chairwoman, and
thank you, also, to the ranking member and to members of the
Committee for the opportunity to present to you all today about
New Mexico and about the important needs of our communities.
The work of the Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development
is vital to addressing the water and energy security needs of our
Nation and setting our country on a path to a more climate-resil-
ient future.

I am coming to you live from New Mexico’s 1st Congressional
District where our state is currently battling the worst wildfires in
our state’s history. And our communities are facing the worst
drought in over 1,200 years. The science is clear, climate change
is here and our communities are experiencing the impacts every
day.

As you debate and consider the fiscal year 2023 budget, it is cru-
cial that we not only invest in clean energy and a carbon-zero fu-
ture, but that we provide our communities with the science, data,
tools, and infrastructure to be more resilient in the face of this
change. On the ground, our communities are experiencing the
worst wildfires our state has ever seen that have burned over
300,000 acres in one fire alone, displacing thousands of families,
and destroying countless homes and lands of communities that
have been there for centuries, months before the fire season nor-
mally begins, driven by unseasonable winds and a historic drought.
It is predicted that this fire season will not end any time soon, but
will continue through the summer.

This drought is impacting our communities in unforeseen ways,
Tribal communities that have lived on these lands since time im-
memorial, Hispanic communities that have lived here for centuries
and who depend on the live-giving waters to support their farms
and ranches, and countless farmers and ranchers who have been
advised to curtail production as we expect the Rio Grande River to
go dry this summer. I urge you to keep these realities in mind
while working on the appropriations package.

In particular, this last week, I introduced a bipartisan, bicameral
drought and water security package to address this issue. This
comprehensive legislation which is being heard in the Senate En-
ergy Committee will seek to address the water needs of our com-
munities and ensure that our Tribes have access to critical infra-
structure funding and reimagine the ways that we use and share
data to transform water management. The Rio Grande is one of the
West’s most iconic rivers and provides life-giving water to millions
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of people across 1,900 miles, three states, dozens of Tribes, and two
countries.

The Rio Grande Water Security Act will for the first time ever
create a coordinated Federal approach to working with stake-
holders to address the needs of our communities and implement an
Integrated Water Resources Management Plan. The funding to im-
plement this plan will go through this committee as much of the
funding will require support from the Bureau of Reclamation and
Army Corps of Engineers.

In addition to providing planning infrastructure and partner-
ships, we must ensure that we are giving our communities the
tools that they need to unlock the power of science and data to sup-
port their needs. A critical component of our water legislation pack-
age is the bipartisan Water Data Act which will empower our com-
munities, farmers, and local governments to harness the power of
data to transform water management. The bill will also provide
grants to states, Tribes, and partners to support innovation and in-
vest in next generation water data tools and technologies that will
transform water use across the country.

Finally, this package also includes the reauthorization of a Pueb-
lo Irrigation Infrastructure Grant program that is vital to our Trib-
al communities that was originally authorized in 2009. This fund-
ing is essential to supporting the infrastructure needs of our Tribal
communities that have used these life-giving waters on the Rio
Grande for cultural, agricultural, community, and ceremonial pur-
poses since time immemorial. We must reauthorize this program
and significantly increase the funding.

Taken as a whole, these bills will revolutionize water manage-
ment in the time of climate change and help to equip our commu-
nities for a more climate-resilient future. I humbly ask that this
committee consider adding funding for several provisions contained
within this legislation, including 200 million for the Rio Grande
Pueblo Irrigation Program, 25 million for the Water Data Grants
Program, 15 million for the Water Data Framework, and counsel
work that will be necessary to create this program and robust fund-
ing for the Rio Grande Integrated Water Resources Plan.

Further, as we all know, the WaterSMART Program under the
Bureau of Reclamation is one of the most impactful programs that
is helping our communities adjust to the impacts of drought and
climate change and to secure their own water future. I recently in-
troduced another piece of legislation that would make it more pos-
sible for our Tribes to use and access this funding and to leverage
those investments on the ground, and I humbly ask that you con-
sider increasing funding for the WaterSMART Program as well.

As you can consider these requests, regardless of whether you
call New Mexico or Ohio or Idaho your home, we share a funda-
mental life-giving resource of water and it is up to all of us to en-
sure that our communities have equitable access to the water re-
sources they need, and that we are investing in their future and
the climate resilience of our country.

I thank you for the time and I stand for questions.
[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Congresswoman Stansbury, very much
for your compelling testimony. As you were speaking I was think-
ing about my own region here, which is a freshwater region, which
has no Bureau of Reclamation. And so, how different the parts of
our country actually are, different cells in this living tissue we call
America.

And I know you have lived in New Mexico for a while. I am sure
that the change is—that the changes you were seeing have hap-
pened slowly, but nonetheless at an increasing rate. How would
you explain to someone who comes from a freshwater area, and I
don’t expect a long answer, but to try to explain how your life has
changed? Because some people where I live think water comes from
the drinking fountain. They don’t realize where it really comes
from. How do you explain to people what is happening in your
area?

Ms. STANSBURY. Well, like most of the West our water primarily
comes from snowpack in the winter in the Rocky Mountains and
then flows down the mountains through our irrigation systems and
fields and rivers, and lasts us through the majority of the summer
until monsoon season hits and gets us through the rest of the grow-
ing season. Over the last 30 years we have seen a growing trend
of reduction in snowpack, which means that we are not only receiv-
ing the normal snow that we would have, but it is not packing in
and then trickling out across the season, which has lowered the
amount of water that is in our streams and rivers, that is available
for storage, and that is available during the growing season. And
we are seeing increasingly irregular weather patterns that have
disrupted our monsoons, that are delivering flood waters at weird
times of years, and destroying historic infrastructure that is been
in place for hundreds of years.

And so, the entire system is radically disrupted by the weather
climatic changes that we are seeing as a result of climate change
that is having effects across every sector of our economy, our infra-
structure, and the daily lives of our people.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you. Thank you very much for stating that
on the record. We appreciate your testimony today. We have an-
other Member from your adjoining state of Arizona who is on the
line. He has been waiting a few minutes.

So, Congressman Simpson, do you have any comments or ques-
tions at this point?

Mr. SIMPSON. No. I just appreciate the testimony and if there is
any way you can keep those wildfires in New Mexico, keep them
there because I am afraid they are headed toward Idaho later in
the year.

Ms. STANSBURY. Yeah. It is difficult, a difficult fire season. Well,
thank you so much for the opportunity to testify and look forward
to hearing more from the rest of the hearing.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, and we look forward to working with
you to help your district, to help your state, and the Nation. Thank
you so much for today.

Ms. STANSBURY. Thank you.
Ms. KAPTUR. We are now going to turn to Congressman Greg

Stanton. And, Congressman Stanton, I am looking for your district
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number. You are number 9 in Arizona, District 9. Tell us a little
bit about that and please proceed with your testimony.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022.

WITNESS
HON. GREG STANTON, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Mr. STANTON. Thank you very much, Chairwoman Kaptur and
Ranking Member Simpson and members of this subcommittee.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify today on the importance
of Federal investments to meet Arizona’s water resource needs.

The Colorado River Basin is experiencing the driest conditions in
more than 1,200 years. An increasing loss of snowpack in the
Rocky Mountains has led to plummeting water levels at Lake Pow-
ell. As a result, hydro-powered generation at Glen Canyon Dam is
under serious threat. Lake Mead water levels are also at historic
lows. Arizona’s future and the future of the American Southwest
depends on how we respond to this megadrought. We are moving
in the right direction, but there is so much more work that needs
to be done.

The current Tier 1 shortage has substantially cut Arizona’s share
of Colorado River water. It has reduced central Arizona projects’
normal supply by 30 percent and Arizona’s total Colorado River al-
location by almost 20 percent. In addition to these cuts, Arizona is
doing even more under the 500+ Plan, voluntarily cutting more
than 200,000 acre-feet this year alone.

I appreciate this subcommittee’s past support for directing re-
sources to help us implement the Drought Contingency Plan. This
is an important step. In fact, it is an essential step, but it is not
enough to meet additional shortages that we face in Arizona. Arizo-
na’s Tribal nations and rural communities need help, and we must
make direct investments to support their drinking water and
wastewater infrastructure.

Two years ago, the Water Resources Development Act included
my legislation to add Arizona to the section 595 Environmental In-
frastructure Program to make these investments. With your help
it was approved and in the time since more Arizona communities
are getting the help they need to better protect their water supply.
New water lines for the city of Maricopa and the Pascua Yaqui
Tribe, infrastructure that helps Yavapai-Apache Nation better
manage their reclaimed water, mitigating flood risks in the city of
Flagstaff, restoring the Queen Creek in the town of Superior, the
list goes on. And I appreciate this subcommittee’s support for this
authority this fiscal year, and I ask that you continue strong fund-
ing in the future.

Although Arizona is a dry climate, when it does rain it can rain
a great deal, and we often experience dangerous flash floods. There
are several projects we can support to safeguard against these
floods. The Tres Rios and Rios Salado Oeste ecosystem restoration
projects are part of Rio Reimagined, a Federal urban water part-
nership project. These projects would improve the river channel
through Phoenix, better manage flood risks, as well as help remove
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invasive species such as the salt cedar trees which consume large
amounts of water. I hope that the subcommittee will continue to
support these important projects.

Second, the Cave Buttes Dam in Maricopa County provides flood
protection for more than a million people in the Phoenix metro area
and $15 billion in residential and commercial property. Seepage in
the dam has sounded the alarm for us to reduce the risk of its fail-
ure. Similarly, thousands of residents and hundreds of critical fa-
cilities, including Luke Air Force Base, depend on the Agua Fria
River, Trilby Wash, or the McMicken Dam for flood protection. But
because of the dam’s safety deficiencies, land subsidence, and ur-
banization, its level of protection is questionable at best. We must
begin new feasibility studies for both Cave Buttes Dam and
McMicken Dam so the Corps can evaluate flood risk, management
needs, and safety modifications.

And finally, I request increased funds for the Sections 205 and
206 under the Continuing Authorities Program, which is currently
overextended and underfunded. Arizona has several critical
projects seeking to utilize this program.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today and thank you for
your support of our Nation’s water infrastructure. I yield back.

[The information follows:]
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Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you, Congressman Stanton, for taking the
time to testify today and bringing to us the latest from the great
State of Arizona. Can you provide for the record now just a brief
explanation? In the time you have lived in Arizona, how has the
average consumer of water, let us say, how has their life changed
as a result of what is happening with the environment and the cli-
mate? What are your—is the cost to your water bills going up? Do
you have to have more water rationing? What actually happens?
Explain to members who don’t come from districts like yours what
actually happens in a place like Arizona?

Mr. STANTON. Well, as you know, Chairwoman, Arizona is one of
the fastest growing states in the United States of America, and the
great dichotomy is that as we urbanize, the per capita water use
is actually significantly decreasing. The real challenge for water in
Arizona is that the Colorado River, because of the drought condi-
tions, is a diminishing resource. So, we have some big, big decisions
to make.

We do have a plan, the Drought Contingency Plan, that has been
approved by Congress. We passed that in a bipartisan way. That
does have more significant restrictions as the tier level of shortage
increases. We are about to hit Tier 2, which is very significant im-
plications for users, not just residential users, but also our agricul-
tural uses and our business uses as well. So, we have some big de-
cisions to make in Arizona. Everyone is going to have to come to-
gether and engage in shared sacrifice. Everyone has to realize that
they have a significant part to play in solving the long-term issues
as it relates to the Colorado River. The Federal Government has
a role to play, state government has a role to play, county and the
long recovering mayor, as you know, the former mayor of Phoenix,
local government has a significant role to play as well in over-
coming the challenges of the megadrought.

Ms. KAPTUR. Thank you very much. I know California is facing
related challenges and I know that they are difficult. So, good luck
to you. And I wanted to ask Congressman Simpson if he has any
questions or statements he would like to make before we conclude
the hearing.

Mr. SIMPSON. Just want to thank you for your testimony. And,
you know, the Colorado River Basin is fascinating project and stuff.
And there is a book out that I read not too long ago that you might
find interesting, about the history of the creation of the Colorado
River project and the upper and lower basin, et cetera, et cetera.
It is called, ‘‘Science Be Dammed.’’ It doesn’t solve the problem we
are having today, but it is a really good history of somewhat how
we got where we are. And, of course, the main reason that we got
where we are today is because of the lack of water and the drought
and so forth.

The main difference between the East Coast and the West Coast
or Eastern United States and Western United States is that you
guys try to get of water because you oftentimes have too much.
That is why you never carry water rights. In the West we try to
save every drop. That is why we have prior appropriation water
rights, which is a totally different concept.
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So, you know, the West and the East are different in those re-
spects, but I appreciate the testimony and it is certainly going to
be a tough time and a tough year for those of us in the West.

Ms. KAPTUR. I continue to be amazed at Congressman Simpson’s
knowledge and he reads books. So, I think that is what Members
of Congress are supposed to be doing in this television era. It takes
a different twist sometimes.

But I want to thank Congressman Stanton so very much. And
with your testimony, Congressman Stanton, we will conclude to-
day’s hearing.

And I would like to thank all our colleagues for joining us today
and those who could not join us who are submitting separate testi-
mony for the record. Members who would like to submit written
testimony have until the close of business today to provide this in-
formation to the subcommittee office. This hearing is adjourned.
Thank you, Ranking Member, for your faithful service.

Mr. SIMPSON. Thank you.
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