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THE ROLE OF YOUNG PEOPLE IN FOSTERING 
PEACE IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

Thursday, April 28, 2022 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EUROPE, ENERGY, THE 

ENVIRONMENT AND CYBER, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC. 
The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:08 a.m., in room 

2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. William Keating (chair-
man of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Mr. KEATING. The House Foreign Affairs subcommittee will come 
to order. 

Without objection, the chair is authorized to declare a recess of 
the committee at any point. 

And all members will have 5 days to submit statements, extra-
neous material, and questions for the record, subject to the length 
and limitation of the rules. 

To insert something into the record, please have your staff email 
the previously mentioned address or contact full committee staff. 

Please keep your video function on at all times, even when you 
are not recognized by the chair. 

Members are responsible for muting and unmuting themselves, 
and please remember to mute yourself after you finish speaking. 

Consistent with the House rules, staff will only mute members 
and witnesses, as appropriate, when they are not under recogni-
tion, to eliminate the background noise. 

I see that we have a quorum. 
I am pleased to be here. This is an interesting hearing, not just 

in subject matter, but in format. We are in the committee room, 
some of us live in the committee room; others of us are live in the 
virtual setting, both witnesses and members. So, we will work 
through any technical problems, but I do not anticipate anything 
of any great nature. 

So, with a quorum present, I will now begin the hearing, which 
is entitled, ‘‘The Role of Young People in Fostering Peace in North-
ern Ireland.’’ 

I will now begin with my opening remarks. 
I want to thank you all for joining us today for this House For-

eign Affairs Subcommittee on Europe, Energy, the Environment 
and Cyber on ‘‘The Role of Young People in Fostering Peace in 
North Ireland.’’ 

I believe this topic is especially important, as April marks the 
anniversary month of the signing of the Good Friday Agreement, 
an historic document that ended a violent time in Northern Ire-
land, commonly known as ‘‘the Troubles.’’ 
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Last year, we had a hearing focused on Northern Ireland where 
we invited Monica McWilliams and Jane Morrice, two representa-
tives from the Northern Ireland Women’s organization, to discuss 
the role of women in creation of the Good Friday Agreement. Dur-
ing their testimony, as the only group at the table represented by 
women from both sides of the tradition, our witnesses, Monica and 
Jane, discussed their contributions to long-term peacebuilding ac-
tivities, including encouraging and development of integrated hous-
ing and education, as well as the removal of the peace walls that 
still physically divide communities in Northern Ireland. 

In addition, these women underlined the important role of the 
United States in supporting peace in North Ireland. They encour-
aged our committee to continue to focus on this region and play an 
active role. 

Based on the recommendations, and realizing the urgent need for 
renewed focus, Ranking Member Fitzpatrick and I wrote a letter to 
President Biden calling on him to appoint a Special Envoy to 
Northern Ireland. While this envoy has yet to be put into place, we 
have heard from the State Department that they will continue to 
consider its possibility, and we hope they will install a Special 
Envoy soon. 

Finally, these women who talked about the future and the need 
to provide greater opportunities to young people living in Northern 
Ireland, they believe that providing economic and educational op-
portunities to young people would further contribute to the devel-
opment and prosperity of Northern Ireland, which I wholeheartedly 
agree. 

For decades, the United States has supported and developed 
young leaders globally. In Northern Ireland alone, the United 
States has continued to invest in peacebuilding by supporting 
groups like the International Fund for Ireland, as well as exchange 
programs like the George J. Mitchell Scholarship Program and the 
Washington Ireland Program. 

Through these initiatives, as well as the efforts of a variety of 
local youth organizations and non-governmental organizations, in-
cluding those represented by our witnesses today, youth organizers 
and leaders have emerged with an eye to the future and are look-
ing for the common solutions to age-old divides. Through these ini-
tiatives, many young people are now leading the change and re-
main focused on our efforts to establish trust among parties and to 
create common ground. 

Bearing these factors in mind, we decided to invite representa-
tives from organizations focused on youth development and two 
youth leaders. All our representatives are leaders in their respec-
tive communities who have been able to coalesce with their peers, 
despite their varying backgrounds and traditions, among common 
goals and objectives. They have come highly recommended by long- 
serving leaders in Northern Ireland, and they are reach accom-
plished in their own right. 

Dr. O’Lynn, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Savage. and Ms. Girvin, we are hon-
ored to have you here today with us, and we hope that you share 
some of your personal experiences of growing up in Northern Ire-
land and how you view your region’s past. We also hope you share 
with us the policy priorities, whether they be the environment, 
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mental health, education, housing, justice, economic issues, and 
why, specifically, these are priorities that are important to you and 
the work that you do. 

Everyone listening, the Good Friday Agreement was signed al-
most 25 years ago, and has since ushered in nearly three decades 
of historic economic growth and relative peace across the region. Of 
course, there have been hiccups along the way, but the success of 
the Good Friday Agreement, and the opportunities provided to 
young people through greater economic cooperation, ease of travel, 
and technological advances have, undoubtedly, brought people clos-
er together. 

I hope this hearing can highlight the successes and opportunities 
to ensure our witnesses’ future and other future generations in 
Northern Ireland, that they have the opportunity to live together 
in peace and prosperity. 

I will now turn to the ranking member, Mr. Fitzpatrick, for his 
opening remarks. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Good morning. 
Thank you, Chairman Keating, for holding this timely hearing, 

obviously, an issue near and dear to both the chairman and my 
heart, both being children and grandchildren of Irish immigrants. 

And I want to thank the panel of experts for being here today 
as well and for the work that each and every one of you are doing 
to promote an integrated Ireland. 

And as I have stated oftentimes in the past, Ireland is a stead-
fast friend, a steadfast ally to the United States. Our political, our 
cultural, and our economic bonds were forged by young people of 
each generation as they fought to build a better world. 

And the first Irish came with William Penn, who established my 
homestead of Pennsylvania, and they stood shoulder-to-shoulder as 
delegates in Philadelphia to sign the Declaration of Independence. 

At the height of the famine, the Irish diaspora brought millions 
to America for refuge. And once here, those young Irish, men and 
women, strove alongside a multitude of other immigrants of dif-
ferent races, religions, and creeds to create a nation that we are 
blessed to be here in today. 

And fostered by young people, the Civil Rights Movement in 
America helped inform and inspire a similar campaign for reform 
in immigration in Northern Ireland. 

And today, we stand again at a pivotal moment in our shared 
history. Despite the return of the devolved government in 2020, the 
institutions established by the Good Friday Agreement are under 
strain, as Chairman Keating had referenced. The economic, polit-
ical, and cultural challenges which may threaten the stability of 
Northern Ireland cannot be ignored; it cannot be underestimated. 
As the next generation of Irish leaders turn to face these obstacles, 
the United States must work more diligently to support them. 

Our subcommittee on reaffirming the Good Friday Agreement 1 
year ago, it was there that I insisted that the administration move 
swiftly to fill the position of the U.S. Special Envoy for Northern 
Ireland to further American resolve for the preservation of regional 
stability and regional prosperity. This position remains unfilled, 
and as long as it remains unfilled, our government really forfeits 
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the opportunity to engage all parties in conversations that would 
sustain the peace. 

Our diplomatic position toward Northern Ireland cannot be reac-
tionary. I am grateful that our subcommittee has taken the initia-
tive today to discuss these critical issues that are at stake for 
Northern Ireland. 

Again, thanks to all of our witnesses. Thank you for sharing with 
us your view about the role that the Emerald Isle’s young people 
play in formulating the future and the steps that Congress can 
take to make the United States a more active participant in the 
peace process. 

Thanks for the panelists, Chairman Keating, and thanks, once 
again, for having our guests today. 

And I yield back. 
Mr. KEATING. I want to thank the ranking member, and thank 

him for his longstanding support on this issue and the Good Friday 
Agreement as well. 

I do want to introduce our witnesses now. 
And I will ask unanimous consent that the written prepared 

statements of all of these witnesses be part of the record. 
And I would like to, first, introduce Dr. Patricia O’Lynn, who is 

the executive director at Politics in Action, an organization working 
to amplify youth voices in politics and encourage youth participa-
tion. 

So, I will now recognize Dr. O’Lynn for 5 minutes, although we 
are quite liberal in this for this hearing. 

And let’s see if we have Dr. O’Lynn here. 

STATEMENT OF DR. PATRICIA O’LYNN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
POLITICS IN ACTION 

Dr. O’LYNN. Thank you, Chairman Keating, for that warm intro-
duction. And also, let me take the opportunity to thank Ranking 
Member Fitzpatrick, and your committee members, for inviting me 
to give testimony today. 

It is an honor and a privilege to have my voice heard on this im-
portant topic and, indeed, to speak on behalf of our youth commu-
nity here in Northern Ireland. I hope it is not immediately obvious, 
but I can no longer be classified as a young person. 

But I would also like to take the opportunity to say I am filled 
with pride to share a panel with the other expert witnesses. Court-
ney is a former student of mine; Cormac played a leading role in 
setting up the organization, and Michael is an inspiration to every 
professional educationalist in Northern Ireland. And I agree the fu-
ture is bright for Northern Ireland with these young people leading 
the way. 

According to the Northern Ireland Research and Statistics Agen-
cy, as of 2020, there were approximately 242,202 young people age 
15 to 24 living, working, and being educated in Northern Ireland. 
Additionally, it is estimated that, roughly, 600,000 young people 
have been born in Northern Ireland since the signing of the peace 
concord, a cohort who has since been named the ‘‘peace genera-
tion,’’ marked with optimism and hope, given that a great deal has 
been achieved in Northern Ireland since the peace concord was se-
cured in 1998. 
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Also, despite the global pandemic and the hardship brought with 
it, youth unemployment in Northern Ireland is at an all-time low; 
academic achievement for this cohort continues to outrank the 
achievement rates in other developed nations, and more and more 
young people are moving into higher education and higher paid 
jobs than ever before. In short, there is much for young people to 
be hopeful about in Northern Ireland. 

Yet, in the week leading up to the 25th anniversary of the Good 
Friday/Belfast Agreement, collective youth rioting broke out on the 
streets of Belfast and further across the province. This outbreak 
generated cause for concern that the ongoing peace process may be 
more fragile than originally anticipated, given that such sectarian 
violence was spearheaded by the young people who were born post- 
cease-fire, and therefore, did not bear witness to the atrocities of 
the conflict here in Northern Ireland. 

During this week-long spate of violence, cars were set alight; a 
bus was hijacked and set on fire; petrol bombs were thrown; 88 po-
lice officers were injured; multiple communities were left with their 
property damage, and children as young as 13 were arrested for ri-
otous behavior. The gravity and extent of the violence was evi-
denced by the level of international media coverage received and 
the fact that commentators speculated how the riots were a result 
of collective youth efforts, and therefore, represented some of the 
worst unrest seen since 1998. 

Yet, how much these young people knew about Brexit, or, indeed, 
the Public Prosecution Service’s decision about COVID breaches at 
a high-profile republican funeral was, indeed, doubtful, as was the 
extent to which these events drove their active engagement in 
riots. 

In the immediate aftermath of this violence, I was particularly 
struck by an interview given by a young male who was involved 
in the rioting. He explained that, regardless of how little he knew 
or understood about the current State of politics and related deci-
sions, adults and leaders within his own community told he and his 
peers that a threat had been made to their identity; that the State 
could not be trusted to support them, and that if they did not de-
fend their identities, they would lose them. It is this dangerous 
narrative of hostility and otherness which was bolstered by sinister 
paramilitary forces, encouraging youth onto the streets, in the hope 
that doing so would create a snowball effect, but also by much 
deeper and sinister forces leading to their wider disenfranchise-
ment. 

[Audio malfunction.] 
Mr. KEATING. Well, we need some of that young expertise and 

technology, I think, to do that, although Dr. O’Lynn was clearly 
near the end of her opening remarks. I hope that we have her con-
nected for the questioning period that will follow, too, because she 
brought many important points, particularly as we will want to 
deal with our witnesses on why there was an uptick in this vio-
lence after the period of the Good Friday Agreement by a genera-
tion that really didn’t have that connection. 

Our second witness I would like to introduce is Mr. Michael 
Lynch. He is the chair of trustees for Integrated—is it Alumni?— 
a charity working to provide a network for Alumni of integrated 
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schools and develop support for integrated education in Northern 
Ireland, one of the most critical areas where we have had progress 
and great hope. 

And we know that he is not going to have any technical problems 
because he is right in front of us. 

So, I would to introduce for your opening remarks Mr. Michael 
Lynch. 

STATEMENT OF MICHAEL LYNCH, CHAIR OF TRUSTEES, 
INTEGRATED Alumni 

Mr. LYNCH. Thank you, Chair Keating. 
And may I also extend my thanks and gratitude for being here 

today and in person. This is my first time visiting the United 
States, having landed in yesterday, and no better reason to come 
across the pond. So, I look forward to spending some time over the 
coming days to explore the Nation’s capital. Particularly consid-
ering the indispensable contribution from the United States in our 
peace process over the last three decades, it has been long a per-
sonal aspiration of mine to visit the Nation’s capital. 

I speak today as someone who cares deeply about the place I 
come from and someone who wants to do what I can to make it bet-
ter. The conditions that were set out in the Good Friday/Belfast 
Agreement have really laid the foundations for the society we live 
in today. As someone who has grown up, lives, works, and studies 
in Belfast and would be around Northern Ireland frequently, I can 
advocate that it is an amazing place to be. And compared to the 
generations that have come before me, I am very privileged to live 
and work in the society that we have today. With that said, it is 
still very evidence that we have lots of work to do, of which I will 
address one or two matters today. 

I am specifically here to advocate for one of those key policy 
areas, as, Chair Keating, you made reference to in your opening re-
marks. And one of those policy areas was also set out in the Good 
Friday/Belfast Agreement in 1998. And let me set the scene by dis-
cussing some of my own experience. 

I grew up on the edge of Belfast, then attended a school called 
Lagan College from 2007 to 2014. One of my most striking memo-
ries was my very first day at Lagan at the age of 11. All the new 
students were brought into the assembly hall together, and I re-
member sitting beside someone who came from an area of Belfast 
that I hadn’t heard of before, a primary school that I knew was dif-
ferent. And I got the sense that the person that was sitting beside 
me probably had a very different upbringing. But, then, realizing 
in actual fact, that we were very much the same—nervously start-
ing our new school journey. That is true, we were from very dif-
ferent places, but we were being educated in the same classroom 
together. 

Members, today, approximately 7 percent—that is 7 percent of 
those of school age in Northern Ireland—attend an integrated 
school. Moreover, a recent poll showed that 71 percent of people in 
Northern Ireland think that integrated education should be the 
norm. 

I represent a group called the Integrated Alumni. We are a net-
work of campaigners and supporters of integrated education, and 
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we are primarily past pupils of integrated education talking to our 
own experiences. We are also a volunteer network, and we come 
from all walks of life. I work in a software company Monday to Fri-
day, and we, indeed, all come from every walk of life—from hair-
dressers to lawyers—and we all have something in common: that 
we care about the place we come from and we want to make it bet-
ter. 

Last month, a piece of legislation went through the Assembly. It 
was called the integrated education bill. The largest voices advo-
cating for this piece of legislation was the members associated with 
the Integrated Alumni, our group of young, active citizens. And this 
is the same for so many other policy areas in Northern Ireland. 
That piece of legislation went through our Assembly, and we cele-
brated that and we were delighted that, after quite a substantive 
amount of effort, the integrated education bill was passed. How-
ever, I am still very skeptical and I am worried about the future. 
And let me explain a little bit why. 

The Good Friday Agreement set out to both encourage and facili-
tate integrated education. That same commitment was also set out 
in the Education Order of 1989, and again, it was set out in New 
Decade, New Approach commitments at the beginning of 2020. 
That is alongside many other independent reports and independent 
reviews. But, still, to this day, the department of education in 
Northern Ireland has never established an integrated school. The 
69 integrated schools in Northern Ireland were all set up by par-
ents, supported by their respective communities. 

There is very clearly an unmet demand for integrated schools in 
Northern Ireland, but it appears that, really, the only substantive 
way to enact change is for people to take it upon themselves and 
do it. 

Our elections take place next Thursday, and that will dictate 
how long it might be until we have a new executive formed. There 
are, indeed, predictions that it could be up to 6 months of negotia-
tions, and there is a great degree of uncertainty that lies ahead. 

And it does worry me because this time 24 years ago, as, Chair 
Keating, you made reference to in your opening remarks, the peo-
ple of Northern Ireland were presented with an option to endorse 
an agreement—an agreement that set out a very positive look to 
the future of Northern Ireland. But, again, that very provision, as 
set out in the Good Friday Agreement, to encourage and facilitate 
integrated education has still not been met. 

And at times like this, when our politics has been quite stagnant, 
it is young people that have really stood up to ensure that they are 
enacting the change that sometimes is left as a void within our pol-
itics. 

So, to conclude briefly, within our written evidence we have iden-
tified five key ways of incorporating how the United States can 
both support us directly and indirectly, which includes, indeed, the 
establishment of a Special Envoy to Northern Ireland. It includes 
enacting a civil forum, and as well, the continued support from the 
United States in ensuring that we have full implementation of all 
the principles set out in the Good Friday Agreement. 

Thank you very much, again, for the opportunity of being here. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Lynch follows:] 
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Mr. KEATING. Thank you very much, and I look forward to ask-
ing some questions. 

I think we have next—and the good news is I think, with Dr. 
O’Lynn, we will be able to reconnect with her after the opening 
statements are given. 

I would like to now introduce Mr. Cormac Savage. And you are 
the founder and current honorary president of the Secondary Stu-
dents’ Union of Northern Ireland, a union representing tens of 
thousands of students in schools in Northern Ireland. He is cur-
rently a freshman at Harvard, where he is studying government 
and Romance language. 

So, thanks for taking time out of school, out of your education, 
to do this, and I certainly look forward to your testimony. 

So, again, with some flexibility, we will welcome your words for 
5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF CORMAC SAVAGE, HONORARY PRESIDENT, 
SECONDARY STUDENTS’ UNION OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

Mr. SAVAGE. Thank you very much, Chairman Keating, Ranking 
Member Fitzpatrick, and Representatives, not only for allowing me 
the privilege to address you in this forum, but also for your contin-
ued passion and care for Northern Ireland and our peace processes. 
It is so, so warming, as an Irish person, now a resident in the 
United States, to see just how much the U.S. Congress really cares 
for our peace process. So, thank you very much. 

So, my name is Cormac Savage. I am 19. I am from a small town 
in Northern Ireland called Downpatrick, which is the first place 
our patron saint landed when he came to our island. 

And when I was 17, during the COVID lockdown, I founded the 
Secondary Students’ Union of Northern Ireland. It is an organiza-
tion which is for 11-to 19-year-olds in school. We are across com-
munity, and we choose to view our young people as neither Catho-
lic nor Protestant, nor Unionist nor Nationalist—just simply stu-
dents. 

And that’s exactly how I think peacebuilding and reconciliation 
needs to be in Northern Ireland. So, we are diverse and we are ex-
actly what form, in my view, should take. We have fought for stu-
dents on exams, mental health, and, in general, the coronavirus 
and how it has impacted a lot of our young people. 

We grew from 12 students to 50,000 in the space of a year, and 
I think that really shows how young people are really engaged in 
Northern Ireland to want to get in and make sure that they can 
make change of policy. 

So, a year ago, you heard from two inspirational women, Monica 
McWilliams and Jane Morrice. And they spoke to you at great 
length about decommissioning in Northern Ireland. And those two 
women are people I admire greatly, and that was a wonderful hear-
ing. 

But today, our hearing is about young people and our perspective 
on the Good Friday Agreement, and I think that that means we 
have to take a slightly different tone. And I believe the tone we 
take today is the one we must continue to take, as we discuss the 
Good Friday Agreement. 
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A year ago, you sat here and you heard Professor McWilliams 
and Ms. Morrice speak to you decommissioning guns. Now I think 
that approach needs to change for my generation. We require you 
to stop talking about decommissioning guns and start talking about 
decommissioning mindsets. 

So, the Good Friday Agreement predates me. It is 24 years; I am 
19. It is, for a lot of the older generations, the end of a conflict. It 
is the culmination of 30 years of toil by people like John Hume who 
called for a peaceful agreement for a conflict that had ravaged our 
society. For me, it isn’t the end of a conflict. It is the beginning of 
a reconciliation. 

I think that that is the shared story of a lot of our young people. 
So, what our young people will argue is that we need this new ap-
proach that does not answer—you know, for reconciliation—that 
does not answer bombs and bullets and peacebuilding, nor is it 
going to end in segregation and division, but bringing communities 
together. 

I have a very different experience of conflict than my parents. 
They grew up with bombs and bullets; whereas, I have grown up 
in the shadow of bombs and bullets, but absolutely free from their 
crossfire. And that is largely because of the Good Friday Agree-
ment. 

The work of peacebuilding has happened. You know, we now 
must accept the challenge of reconciliation. And it has been really 
encouraging to hear from the United States a lot of the rhetoric 
around protecting the Good Friday Agreement, in particular, the 
Ad Hoc committee to Protect the Good Friday Agreement, which 
have done absolutely incredible work and have largely saved 
Northern Ireland from potential violence to the Brexit negotiations. 
So, I want to pay tribute to them, in particular. 

But there is one key thing that stems from the discussion around 
the Good Friday Agreement, in particular, in the United States, 
which is the best way to protect the Good Friday Agreement is to 
implement it. 

In April 2023, we are 25 years from that agreement, and still, 
we have no bill of rights. We are still fighting over Irish language 
rights in the Assembly. It is still going to be something that is 
talked about after our Assembly election. And our young people are 
still under segregated education. We still do not have civic forum. 
And we have still not had reconciliation. 

Integrating housing, integrated education are the stuff of 
dreams. These should be reality in Northern Ireland. They should 
become—as Michael noted, 7 percent of young people are in inte-
grated schools. That was a commitment under the Good Friday 
Agreement, and no question that we need to ask, now is that how 
we protect the Good Friday Agreement? How do we implement the 
things that we agreed to 24 years ago as an end to our conflict? 

So, for my generation, that document wasn’t the end. And that’s 
what I really want all the Representatives to realize today, for my 
generation, that document represents a beginning, the start of a 
process of reconciliation. And the United States helped us start on 
that path, and I would like to see the United States help us reach 
our final destination. 
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You know, I grew up in a very, very Catholic-majority time. I 
went to Catholic school for preparatory school and secondary 
school. And my sporting life revolved around the Gaelic Games. 
And then, I was, outside of school, a member of the Scouts. And 
a quirk of Northern Ireland is that, in scouting, we are divided in 
Scouting Ireland and Scouting U.K. 

So, if you can join the dots there, I didn’t meet a Protestant until 
I was 14. I never had a meaningful relationship with a Protestant 
until I was 14. And that is sort of simply not good enough. And 
that is what we need to talk about when we look at our peace proc-
ess. 

You know, when I met a Protestant when I was 14, I was in the 
U.K. Parliament, and we were a group of young people who had 
been put together to represent our various communities. And I 
didn’t ask where anyone was from. I didn’t ask what their identity 
was, because I didn’t care. My parents aren’t sectarian. No one in 
my family is sectarian. I just never had the opportunity. It is some-
thing I call ‘‘the accident of the reality of Northern Ireland.’’ 

And it is something that I think, as people here, we need to real-
ly, really look at tackling. Because Northern Ireland now is a 
peaceful society, but we are not a reconciled one. So, as we talk 
more about protecting the Good Friday Agreement, we really need 
to look at implementing the parts of the Good Friday Agreement 
that are challenging and the representative process. 

So, I want to again thank you all for the opportunity to be here 
today, and I am happy to answer all of your questions. But I want 
to thank you for the opportunity and your interest in Northern Ire-
land, and your passion for our peace success. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Savage follows:] 
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Mr. KEATING. Thank you very much. 
And, you know, I was thinking before your statement that we are 

just not getting your perspective on the situation in Northern Ire-
land. We are really—and I think I am speaking for most people, 
but, clearly, for myself—we are looking for an action plan from 
young people. To me, that is the greatest hope in going forward. 

And your points are right on target, that, indeed, let’s talk about 
implementing what has been in place for 25 years and completing 
that as an action plan. And we can forward and spring forward 
from that, I think, more successfully. But your point preempted a 
later question I had—right on target. 

So, I would like to introduce our next witness, Courtney Girvin. 
She is an activist and a master’s graduate in conflict trans-
formation and social justice from Queen’s University, Belfast. 

While attending an alternative education provider, Ms. Girvin 
became involved in an organization for young people of diverse 
backgrounds to lobby education providers, employers, and local gov-
ernments to invest in Northern Ireland’s youth. 

So now, I would like to recognize Courtney for 5 minutes, or 
more, if she would like. 

STATEMENT OF COURTNEY GIRVIN, CONFLICT RESOLUTION 
AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Ms. GIRVIN. Hi. I, first of all, would like to thank Chairman 
Keating, his staff, and the committee, for having this conversation 
today. 

And I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Dr. Patri-
cia O’Lynn, who has been a very positive influence in my life and 
has helped me empower my own voice in a very particularly dif-
ficult period of my life, and who has helped me become the person 
that I am today. So, I would like to thank her here today. 

And as mentioned within my written testimony, I am as old as 
the Good Friday Agreement. I was born in 1998, and therefore, I 
really am a ‘‘peace baby.’’ I am very thankful to have been spared 
the fear and anxiety of my parents who lived in a military society, 
all daily public political violence. 

Much like I was born in 1998, my mother was born in 1970, 
which was the height of the Troubles. And some of the stories that 
I heard of her childhood and of my father’s childhood are com-
pletely unrecognizable to the city that I know and love today. 

However, I would want to emphasize that this is a peace process, 
and the Good Friday Agreement is part of the peace process. And 
peace process in Northern Ireland did not stop in 1998, and it did 
not stop after subsequent political agreements. As other witnesses 
have stated, there is still much work to do in actually imple-
menting the original document. 

Northern Ireland remains a divided society. Less than 10 percent 
of young people are educated within integrated education. Much of 
our social housing remains segregated. And the ironically named 
peace walls loom and remain over our society. 

My own experience, I grew up in a Loyalist part of East Belfast, 
where questions of flags, parades, and policing were very much my 
bread and butter and much my format. I did not meet a Catholic 
until I was 14 and stopped going to school and was in an alter-
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native education provider, in which, ironically, due to the lack of 
funding, we weren’t segregated and we learned together. 

Those areas most impacted by the conflict continue to see high 
levels of poverty and rates of mental illness, as part of intergenera-
tional trauma. Our summers continue to be characterized as hot, 
and not due to rising temperatures of the result of climate change, 
but due to the sporadic violence, which Patricia referred to in her 
opening statement. 

I was asked to explain today how young people in Northern Ire-
land view the Good Friday Agreement. In short, it is complex. 
Young people in Northern Ireland are not a homogenous grouping 
and have a broad spectrum of opinion. 

As mentioned within my written testimony, many of our young 
people do not get the opportunity to learn about the conflict or the 
peace process. This is intensified further by the fact we are edu-
cated separately. 

Similarly, the constructive ambiguity at the heart of the Good 
Friday Agreement means that we continue to have a lack of con-
sensus about what the past was. At the time, I think that this was 
a success of the Good Friday Agreement, as it was something that 
both sides of the divide could sign off to, as they could both put 
their own mark on what it was. 

However, 25 years later, we still cannot agree on what actually 
happened. And, of course, this is going to stagnate our own under-
standing and learning about what it was. 

Furthermore, a lack of top-down transitional justice mechanisms 
beyond policing reform has enabled communal myths and divisive 
historic memories to flourish. As we do not learn about the conflict 
or the peace process within neutral and safe environments of 
schooling, young people are forced to get their information about 
the past and about the peace process from murals on the wall and 
adults who very quickly will take advantage of young people and 
fill them with stereotypes and biases. 

Young people are fascinated about social issues, such as climate 
change, mental health provisions, and reproductive justice, and 
many more things. I would say many of my colleagues take the bull 
by the horns, for lack of a word, and set up their own organiza-
tions, such as Pure Mental NI and Stop Street Harassment NI. 

But we must reckon with our past. Young people have a desire 
to move beyond our troubled past. But, as we have seen in the leg-
acy, their grandchildren and their great-grandchildren still want 
the truth about what happened in the Franco regime, and I still 
hear that here today in Northern Ireland. 

We must reckon with our past to move toward a peaceful future. 
I ask the committee to continue to invest in our young people, but 
also our young people from marginalized backgrounds who have yet 
to see the benefits of peace. 

And I would like to take this moment to remind our local rep-
resentatives that running from the hard questions of the past—po-
licing, flags, and parades—is a disservice to our youth and our fu-
ture. 

Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Ms. Girvin follows:] 



24 



25 



26 



27 



28 



29 



30 



31 

Mr. KEATING. Thank you very much. 
And now that we, I think, have the technical issues over with, 

I would like to go back, if we could, to our first witness, Dr. Patri-
cia O’Lynn. And take your time and conclude your remarks, please. 
We will now go back to Dr. O’Lynn. 

STATEMENT OF DR. PATRICIA O’LYNN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
POLITICS IN ACTION 

Dr. O’LYNN. Thank you, Chairman Keating, and apologies for the 
technical difficulties all the way over here in Larne, Northern Ire-
land. 

And where I left off, I just wanted to say that, despite the same 
set that I have been engaging with, most young people in Northern 
Ireland are law-abiding, pro-social, exceptional citizens, as our 
panel has just demonstrated. They are focused on peace, prosperity, 
and progressivism. 

And for what it is worth, I do not anticipate a recapitulation of 
the violence that we have seen in previous years, not only because 
people do not want it, but because our young people will not allow 
it. However, I think it is important for us to say that a new conflict 
is being waged across the north, one which bears the trappings of 
all society’s transitioning to peace—intergenerational trauma, and 
poverty, exclusion, and ‘‘othering.’’ And this is a war that is not felt 
evenly across the north and disproportionately by our young peo-
ple. 

My own work experience has focused on engaging with some of 
the most exceptional, talented, and compassionate young people 
you can imagine. Coincidentally, they are the young people who are 
out rioting. They are committing criminal offenses, have been in-
carcerated, find themselves as teenaged mothers removed from 
school, and some of the most tragic circumstances, losing their lives 
to suicide and other related ills. 

From my own PhD research, I find that the central underlying 
factor which has created these social ills and ruined our young peo-
ple’s lives has been oppression. And I, as an elected representative 
and a leader of an organization, I have committed my life and my 
career to amplifying those voices of exploited youth. 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, Arti-
cle 12, States that all young people have a right to make their 
voices heard and to have their voices acted on. And how tragic is 
it that the voices that are really rarely heard are the young people 
rioting in the streets, losing their lives, becoming drug-addicted, or 
incarcerated? 

So, when we are looking to the future to sustain peace, we must 
learn from our past and look at the lessons that we should have 
learned already. And what are they? Well, the central, underlying 
factors that sparked the conflict was wide, mass-spread experience 
and feelings of oppression. 

In 2016, I was fortunate enough to be accepted onto the Wash-
ington Ireland Program. That program changed my life. Not only 
did I have the pleasure of interning with Senator John McCain, but 
I was immersed in a culture where I got to live with an amazing 
American family, and I was forced to debate with others from 
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Northern Ireland of diverse political backgrounds, issues that were 
no-go’s and unseen to discuss in Northern Ireland. 

More importantly, this program taught me how to critically re-
flect; how to disagree respectfully, but how not to resent. It 
changed how I viewed myself and what could be possible for me. 
Indeed, I accredit most of my career success, the ability to become 
elected in Northern Ireland and move into leadership roles, to the 
time I spent on this program, the mentorship I received, and the 
friends I made—not just from Northern Ireland, but in the United 
States of America. 

And so, the main contribution I want to make to this conversa-
tion today is I cannot help but think how young people who are in-
volved in riots, criminally, and all the other social ills that they are 
experiencing would fare if they had access to a specialized-in-scope 
program like the Washington Ireland Program. 

When I was recruited, I was a PhD student. I come from a stable 
family background, and I have all the support networks I need to 
flourish, but these young people do not. They are fighting a war of 
their wound that stems from the Troubles in Northern Ireland, and 
as far as we can see, with our mental health crisis and all other 
crises I have mentioned, it has no end in sight. 

The United States brings a long track record of proven success 
in Northern Ireland, and you have the ability to leverage outside 
resources; provide new ideas; help the parties, the governments, 
and young people with the challenges I have mentioned. 

One way we can demonstrate our commitment is by designing 
that bespoke program or initiative exclusively for young people on 
the cold face of conflict in Northern Ireland. I believe whole-
heartedly that, until we amplify these voices, reach into these mar-
ginal spaces, listen to these young people and see the world 
through their lens, and understand what peace might look like for 
them, then we will continue to be in the situations that we are in 
today and that we faced in April 2021. 

Again, thank you so much for having me here today, and I am 
delighted to answer any questions you might have. 

[The prepared statement of Ms. O’Lynn follows:] 
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Mr. KEATING. Thank you very much. 
I will now move to the questioning period of our program. I will 

recognize, first, myself for 5 minutes, and then, hopefully, our other 
members will have some questions as well. 

But I am going to move, Dr. O’Lynn, from my prepared question 
because I was struck with your testimony. Before I was in Con-
gress, I was a district attorney, chief law enforcement enforcer in 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in my region. And I insti-
tuted programs alternative to prosecution, mental health diversion, 
many other things. And I was struck by your comments that the 
main common denominator, if I can paraphrase you, for what oc-
curred in the troubles of so many of these young people, including 
suicide and criminal involvement, comes from oppression. Can you 
expand on that, No. 1. 

And, No. 2, what is the jurisdictional issue? Are there criminal 
justice or prosecution issues that have alternatives like that to deal 
with young people, to get to these main causes that exist? Or, if 
not, what would you recommend? Dr. O’Lynn? 

Dr. O’LYNN. Thank you, Chairman Keating. Two great questions. 
First of all, we do have diversion programs in Northern Ireland 

and we are engaging in restorative conferencing. And I am an ad-
vocate of early intervention. And although I know such programs 
have strong enough success rates, I believe that, once young people 
are labeled, they become stigmatized and they move back into the 
communities and cultures that are creating or suffering oppression, 
which makes it difficult for them to thrive and move away from 
their previous experiences that leads to re-offending. 

When I talk about the core denomination being oppression, it is 
a much more complex answer to try to give. If we try to put struc-
ture around my answer and look at the structural level of society, 
as my colleagues here have stated, young people are kept apart by 
education, by housing. They have community leaders telling them 
that their community is being failed, that they are failures, that 
they are being left out, and if they do not turn to violence, no one 
is going to come and help them. 

At a cultural level, these young people have very few opportuni-
ties to engage in cross-community initiatives or, indeed, be edu-
cated or live together. And 9 times out of 10, they are marginalized 
or excluded from their schools. So, they enter into these commu-
nities that have their own complexities; do not have adult super-
vision, or do not have what I would classify as appropriate pro-so-
cial adult supervision. 

And at the individual level, the young person level, in light of ev-
erything I have discussed, they are still evolving young people. 
They are vulnerable. They have been left out and are missing a 
sense of belonging. They identify with our current elected rep-
resentatives and have very few opportunities for cause of recogni-
tion, other than to act out in order to cope with the cards they have 
been dealt in life. 

And—— 
Mr. KEATING. If I could pause for a moment, and just see if ei-

ther Mr. Lynch, Mr. Savage, or Ms. Girvin can comment on what 
Dr. O’Lynn was talking about herself. I mean, I was, with such ac-
tivists as Ms. Girvin and Mr. Savage, when you both said you 
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hadn’t seen someone from the other faith until you were 14, it is, 
think about that in such a concentrated geographic area, that that 
is the case. So, could you comment on what Dr. O’Lynn was talking 
about here? 

Mr. SAVAGE. It is shocking, but the norm is that I haven’t met 
someone from the other faith until I was 14. 

But one thing I want to note is the riots that we were talking 
about out here that happened last summer with the bus, where 
there was a bus that burnt down in Belfast, this—— 

Mr. KEATING. Excuse me. Could you move the microphone closer? 
I am sorry. 

Mr. SAVAGE. Yes. Is that any better? 
Mr. KEATING. That’s better. Thank you. 
Mr. SAVAGE. Good. 
The riots that we discussed earlier last summer that were pur-

portedly to be over the Northern Ireland Protocol, but were, in re-
ality, being spun to be a breach of COVID regulations at a repub-
lican funeral—there is actually another story to that and those 
young people. 

Those riots were global news, as Dr. O’Lynn noted, but, then, 
they sort of disappeared out of nowhere. And what wasn’t covered 
by the media was why they ended. And I believe why they ended 
was that there was a policy change just the day before, which was 
that our education minister, as a response to lasting infection rates 
of the coronavirus, reopened our youth centers. And those gentle 
people who were on the streets during the pandemic didn’t have ac-
cess to youth facilities, suddenly, had somewhere to go and couldn’t 
be, in my opinion, targeted by these older people and used as al-
most child soldiers to go and fight riots that they, oftentimes, do 
not know a lot about. 

I mean, I have seen the images that Dr. O’Lynn mentioned in 
her opening statement, and it does really paint a story of a lot of 
times these young people who riot do not have any strong beliefs 
that are anti-peace, and certainly, do not have strong opinions 
about the Northern Ireland Protocol and international trade tariffs. 
I mean, I was 17 only 2 years, and I can tell you, I think it would 
take a lot to get a 17-year-old incensed over international trade tar-
iffs. 

Mr. KEATING. I think—I think we share that. 
[Laughter.] 
Mr. SAVAGE. Yes. So, I mean, I think that there is another story 

there; that these are young people here who are manipulated, and 
they are taken advantage of by older members of their community. 
And the best way to protect them is by investing in them. 

And if we look back at that decision by the education minister 
to open the youth centers, and how that ended that problem, that 
tells us everything about where we need to go in Northern Ireland. 
It is about investing in these young people, investing in these 
marginalized communities, and that will end the threat of violence 
from these young people. 

So, that is one thing, I think, that wasn’t covered in the media 
that I think we really, really need to note, because it paints a pic-
ture of just how Northern Ireland society functions, and how our 
young people react to the world around them. 
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Mr. KEATING. Yeah. 
Mr. LYNCH. If I may comment briefly, and really, I will be echo-

ing the sentiments of both Cormac and Patricia. 
Civic conversation in Northern Ireland has really been vital over 

the past decades. And coming back to some of our earlier senti-
ments around there is still elements of the Good Friday Agreement 
that have yet to be fully implemented, one of the most funda-
mental, I think, in this is around a civic forum. Young people really 
feel that they sometimes do not have a voice or do not have an op-
portunity to articulate their views around civic society and how 
they can really make a difference in their own communities they 
are living in. And actually, in many of these communities there is 
no real mechanism for them to do so. 

And so, whenever Patricia, for example, was talking about WIP 
and some of the other cross-community programs that exist even 
in smaller, tighter-knit communities, that is essential. And I think 
one of the best ways for us to develop a framework around that is 
going back to the initial agreement 24 years ago, looking at the 
concept of a civic forum and actually getting to a stage where we 
can implement an initiative like that. 

Mr. KEATING. Great. Actually, at the end of that hearing, I made 
quite a point of the fact that the civic forum requirement had just 
drifted away and had not been followed up at all. And I agree with 
that. I think if you want to engage people, they have to have the 
opportunity to engage. 

So, I am pleased to recognize for questions Representative 
Meuser from the State of Pennsylvania. 

Representative Meuser, you have 5 minutes or more, if you 
would like, for questions. 

Mr. MEUSER. Thank you, Chairman Keating. Thank you all very 
much. And, Ranking Member Fitzpatrick. I appreciate you holding 
this hearing and this discussion. Very, very revealing, very inform-
ative, educational. 

I appreciate the specifics, but also the passion that our witnesses 
our speaking to us, all three, or four. 

I did have the occasion of visiting Ireland a number of years ago, 
or 10 years ago or so, on a vacation, not for really any other reason. 
Family has Irish ties, as most do, it seems, as did the family I 
drove with, and we saw family there. And it was just a wonderful 
experience, and I am surprised I haven’t been back. 

When I came back, I was asked why didn’t I go to Northern Ire-
land, and I really didn’t have a good answer for it. And I said, my 
next trip, that is where I need to go. So, that has stuck with me 
and that will be my plan. 

Dr. O’Lynn, I would like to just start with you, please. You men-
tioned you dedicated your life to—and I think you said— 
inclusionary or very much of the main focus of much of your state-
ments, how non-inclusionary are the schools and the children, and 
the lack of diversity. Could you just expand upon that a little bit, 
what your dedication would be in the most specific terms you can? 

Dr. O’LYNN. Yes, of course. So, what I mean when I say that is 
I am dedicating my career to creating opportunities for the most 
excluded and marginalized youth to have their voices heard, but 
not just heard, but also acted upon. 
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So, for example, in Northern Ireland, we have the Washington 
Ireland Program. We have Youth Forum by the department of edu-
cation, and we also have a Youth Parliament. But, traditionally, 
the young people that engage in those things are not involved in 
riots; they are not involved in criminality. There is a class divide 
as well as a sectarian divide. And I believe my place in this world 
is to act as a conduit to communicate the voices of exploited youth 
to decisionmakers and, indeed, I am part of the entity, the exact 
theme down the line. 

Mr. MEUSER. And who is pushing against you? Who is against 
this inclusion? Who is keeping, for instance, Ms. Girvin from meet-
ing a Catholic by the time she is 14 years old? 

Dr. O’LYNN. I do not want to speak on behalf of Ms. Girvin be-
cause I know she is more than capable of speaking herself, but I 
think, as I mentioned earlier, there is three levels of societal orga-
nizations: structural, community, and individual. 

I think there are structural barriers keeping our communities 
apart in terms of living, in terms of education, and in terms of 
equal opportunities at a cultural level. You know, our communities 
are still separated by walls, as a very physical manifestation of 
how people are kept apart. Generally, society runs along quite well. 
We have mixed workplaces, but we do not have the level of oppor-
tunity for the most marginalized youth to come together at an early 
age and learn how to navigate society. 

And it has been applicable that, when we have those structural, 
cultural, and community barriers, that at an individual level, you 
will feel not just incapable, but unworthy of interacting on the fo-
rums and the opportunities that I have mentioned. In short, these 
young people that I am talking about need serious, serious capac-
ity-building, serious investment, and dedicated intensive wrap-
around services. And that is what I mean when I say that is what 
my career is dedicated to. 

Mr. MEUSER. Yes, and I appreciate that. Do you find—and, Ms. 
Girvin, I want to get to you; in fact, have you speak for yourself. 
Do you find the educators are inclined to teach in an inclusionary 
manner? Is that one of your obstacles or something that you were 
in conflict with? 

Ms. GIRVIN. I would find that—so, I went to a single faith pri-
mary school. And from a very early age, I will say that I had very 
little knowledge about what a Protestant was and what a Catholic 
was. And my first understanding of what a Catholic was the older 
kids in my community, and we were told by them that the Catho-
lics had come and vandalized our bus stop. So, to me, at 10 years 
old, I thought a Catholic was similar to a bogeyman, and we were 
told we could identify them because their eyes were too far apart. 

I do not believe our educators are intentionally exclusionary, but 
the fact that our education system is set up in a way structurally 
that, if I lived on the Falls Road, I would attend one school and 
never meet a Protestant. Likewise, if I lived on the Shankill, I 
would attend another school and never meet a Catholic. 

And the current system in which we would have cross-commu-
nity engagement, I would say is one-off opportunities and often 
photo opportunities, and we will stick our young people in orange 
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and green hoodies and mark them out, rather than enabling them 
to build relationships with the other side. 

And I fell out of school when I was 13–14 and was told that I 
would amount to very little. And it was thanks to the likes of Dr. 
O’Lynn who provided that wraparound support and provided an 
education that empowered me and encouraged me to look at the 
system that I found myself in and taught me beyond the cur-
riculum. And I was able to become the person I am. 

I would like to say that our educational curriculum does not look 
at the Good Friday Agreement and it does not look at the conflict, 
potentially, because it is such a hotbed topic and people are uncom-
fortable to talk about it. So, a lot of our young people actually do 
not get to learn about the conflict or the peace process, unless they 
choose to do it optionally at 16. 

And this isn’t good enough, and this is enabling our young people 
to get their information from leaders who do not want the best for 
them. And when I refer to these leaders, I am talking about para-
military influences. 

I hope that answers your question. 
Mr. MEUSER. Yes, thank you. And whoever might have said to 

you, tell them, at the age of—I guess you are 24 or 25—that you 
are advising and directing Congress on how to help improve North-
ern Ireland, and you are. 

Chairman, I appreciate your indulgence. May I have another 90 
seconds or so? 

Mr. KEATING. Certainly. 
Mr. MEUSER. All right. Thank you, Chairman Keating. 
So, the only other question for each of you—and, Dr. O’Lynn, 

perhaps I will start with you, but, then, I would like Mr. Savage 
to comment. If you were sitting in my seat, you are a Member of 
Congress from Northern Ireland, what would you do? And Mr. Sav-
age provided us a couple of ideas here, which, frankly, I agree with 
each and every one of them. Maybe each one of you could just say 
in a 30-second period or maybe expand a little bit, what would you 
do, if you were in my seat, to help the relationship with Northern 
Ireland and help Northern Ireland in general? 

Dr. O’Lynn? 
Dr. O’LYNN. Thirty seconds, no question. 
I would absolutely to establish a U.S. Envoy to Northern Ireland 

and work to establish a civic forum, as the exponential broker that 
used to be in the past. 

There are others things I haven’t had the chance to talk about 
today, such as investing in the direct transition process away from 
paramilitarism and providing people a table. And my main cry 
would be that we work together to establish a bespoke initiative 
specifically for youth who have been incarcerated, who have en-
gaged in rioting, and who are suffering with any of the social ills 
I mentioned previously, in a similar format to the Washington Ire-
land Program. 

Mr. MEUSER. Thank you. 
Mr. Savage? 
Mr. KEATING. Yes, Mr. Savage wants to respond, Representative. 
Mr. SAVAGE. In my written submission, I noted a couple of these 

ideas. But I think I do sum this up—and I will repeat this a num-
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ber of times today—that the United States focus on protecting the 
Good Friday Agreement needs to be supplemented with imple-
menting it. So, what the United States needs to be focusing on is 
the civic forum and trying to bring a civic forum back, which is per-
mitted in the Good Friday Agreement. 

My suggestion on integrated education would be that integrated 
education in Northern Ireland, I think the latest figure suggests 
that almost 70 percent of parents and 90 percent of the whole pop-
ulation supports integrated education. So, it is very much tragic 
that it has not been implemented. And that is because our politi-
cians kind of worked right away to make it happen, but they won’t 
offend anyone or compromise their own beliefs. 

So, the United States’ place there would be to fund an inter-
national panel of experts from across the world, non-Northern 
Irish, who will act independently to come up a plan for our edu-
cation system to transition to a place of integrated education. And 
that would be my suggestion, and I think that it is possibly the 
most worthwhile thing you can do for Northern Ireland, to help us 
muddle through the transition to reconciliation in terms of edu-
cation. 

I would also suggest that the United States needs to understand 
that Senator George Mitchell moved a mountain when he helped 
us negotiate the Good Friday Agreement. And the United States’ 
involvement in our peace process should not end there; it should 
begin there. 

And I think that, after this election, if we end up in a situation 
where, as a consequence of the current political climate in North-
ern Ireland, we do not have a government, the United States needs 
to step up and offer an independent chair to chair the negotiations 
between the parties to get back into government. 

The United States, with its history in Northern Ireland, has an 
incredible sway over our politicians. I think that we need to really 
see the United States begin to use that. 

And, I mean, the integrated education commission I think should 
be a priority in Northern Ireland. Because if you really want to 
talk about reconciliation, you need to make sure that young people 
like myself and Ms. Girvin do not get to the age of 14 without 
meeting a Protestant. We need to make sure that, when I am sit-
ting in my primary school class at the age of 4, I am learning to 
read and write with a Protestant beside me. 

And I would say as well, outside of the classroom, when it comes 
to investing in programs in the interim, you need to invest in pro-
grams that do not put our young people beside one another and 
say, ‘‘You’re a Catholic. You’re a Protestant. Let’s make you 
friends.’’ You need to invest in programs that teach young people 
how to write a resume, how to do their taxes, or programs like the 
organization I founded, which said to young people, let’s give you 
a voice in your education. So, you need to invest in programs that 
are beneficial to us not as Catholics or beneficial to us as Protes-
tants, but beneficial to us as people and in our development. 

So, I think that those are some key ‘‘asks’’ that I would have. I 
honestly believe that you need to also step in on the other issues 
which are plaguing our society, like compensation for victims. So, 
many of the victims of our conflict have still received no compensa-
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tion for what they have been through. It is a sticking point in every 
political discussion in Northern Ireland that relates to the conflict. 
It is one of the reasons we find it difficult to talk about the past. 
And that is somewhere that the United States could act as an 
intermediary. 

Your role as a country in Northern Ireland and as an influencer 
is to help us sit at the table and to chair the talks, and act as an 
independent mediator. When it is the British government or the 
Irish government, and now, the EU as well, there is a perception 
by one side that a side is being taken. The United States is inde-
pendent. It is powerful and it has immense sway over us. 

So, I think that that is a sleeping dragon of assistance that needs 
to be awakened as urgently as possible, and I think that the key 
‘‘ask’’ for me would be a panel of experts funded by the United 
States to help us into the transition in our education system. 

Mr. MEUSER. All right. Well, thank you. Chairman, I am—— 
Mr. KEATING. The chair will recognize Representative 

Malliotakis—— 
Mr. LYNCH. I am happy to—— 
Mr. KEATING. If we could hear briefly from Mr. Lynch on that? 
Mr. LYNCH. I will be very brief, and I will echo some of Mr. Sav-

age’s comments. 
I think, in respect to integrated education, I think back to 2003, 

when Richard Haass had a huge part to play in Northern Ireland 
reconciliation. He made a very poignant statement about inte-
grated education, and that made waves back in 2003. 

And even if the United States administration could set out their 
position on integrated education, then that in itself could have a 
really good impact. 

And one other point to remember, when you do visit Northern 
Ireland, please make contact with us and visit an integrated school. 
When George Bush visited Loughview Integrated Primary School 
in 2008, again, that was a real show of strength. So, when the 
Member does visit Northern Ireland, please make sure to visit an 
integrated school. 

Mr. MEUSER. Thank you. 
Mr. KEATING. Thank you. 
Incidentally, we did have a congressional delegation visit 

planned. It was interrupted with COVID issues. And part of that 
was to go to an integrated school. 

I would like now to recognize, from New York, Representative 
Malliotakis. 

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Thank you very much, Chairman. 
I am very impressed with the young people that we have here 

today. 
I have been to Ireland twice. I was a member of the State legisla-

ture prior to coming to Congress, and with the Irish legislators, I 
was able to visit. And we did go to Northern Ireland. Very, very 
impressed. Such a beautiful country, and you are both very fortu-
nate to be from there. 

I wanted to just sort of, I guess, followup on some of these ques-
tions. And I have to say that I am very pleased with the United 
States history also and its involvement in the Good Friday Agree-
ment. 
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And the Good Friday Agreement States that facilitation and en-
couragement of integrated education and mixed housing are essen-
tial in the reconciliation process. But, despite this, education in 
Northern Ireland remains highly segregated along sectarian lines 
with only 7 percent of schools being formally integrated. And you 
touched on this today, as to why it is so important and your desire 
to see more integration. 

Most recently, in March of this year, the Northern Ireland As-
sembly passed legislation which places a statutory duty on the de-
partment of education to provide further support to the integrated 
school sector. 

A two-part question: are you hopeful? Does that legislation make 
you hopeful? And, No. 2, what are some of the other areas where 
we need to tackle this segregation? I believe housing is another 
issue. If you can talk a little bit about those? 

Mr. LYNCH. Absolutely, and, in fact, thank you very much for 
your question. 

And the first part of the question, are we hopeful? Absolutely, for 
a number of reasons. If nothing else, what this piece of legislation 
has brought to the fore is a very active debate. We recognize that 
this day 1 week is our Assembly elections. So, we will be electing 
like six MLAs, and they are all now out on the doorsteps asking 
their constituents what issues matter to them. And now more than 
ever, one of the most common responses is educating our children 
together. 

So, this is now very much at the fore of people’s minds. We have 
been living in this hiatus since the Good Friday Agreement of just 
struggling to get to the next stage. And now, this is at the very fore 
of the debate. So, if nothing else, that is a really positive step for-
ward. 

As I made reference in some way in my opening statement, there 
have been many reports and reviews around educational reform in 
Northern Ireland. There was an independent review into integrated 
education that took place a number of years ago. There were provi-
sions set out in the Good Friday Agreement, the initial Education 
Order of 1989. There is an abundance of literature, also, on this 
topic area. 

But, still, we have struggled to make substantive change when 
it comes to implementation. So, with that, as much as I am hope-
ful, I am cautious. And I think a key deciding factor to how it will 
play out over the coming weeks and months will be the outcome 
of our elections this time next week. That will really set the play-
ing field in terms of their education ministries and their interpreta-
tion of the legislation. 

It does place a statutory duty to facilitate and encourage inte-
grated education, but, with that in mind, we have had, you know, 
equally, a number of pieces of legislation that have kind of come 
close to that in the past, but we still haven’t managed to get over 
the line. 

In terms of other issues to reference, housing is something you 
also alluded to. I think this is a wide-encompassing puzzle. I recog-
nize that integrated education will not be the single answer to rec-
onciliation in Northern Ireland. There is a number of challenges 
around geography-imposing, as reference, and also, just around en-
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suring that we have this continued debate around issues that mat-
ter. 

We have referenced climate change. We have referenced mental 
health and the cost-of-living crisis. These all play into a wide sort 
of facet of activities that we need to start to debate. That is where 
we come back to the initial agreement, as set out in 1989, that 
really puts into play the idea and where we can start to implement 
the best way to live in a reconciled society. 

And that is why I think looking to one or two key ‘‘asks.’’ When 
we talk about a civic forum and when we talk about continually 
implementing the Good Friday Agreement, that’s really the next 
stage to continuing the process. 

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Well, thank you. 
If anyone else wants to add to that, that is fine. Or else, I do 

have one additional—would you like to add? 
Ms. GIRVIN. Yes. Yes. 
Mr. SAVAGE. I will speak first. 
On the question just about am I hopeful, following the integrated 

education bill, I am a big supporter of that bill. I read that bill. I 
thought it was fabulous. It was one of the real first strides where 
we have integrated education. 

But what didn’t make me hopeful was the reaction to that bill 
among the Assembly members. There was a campaign to kill that 
bill that was waged by one of our political parties, where they real-
ly, really put out attack ads on social media and everything against 
individual members of the Assembly, just to try to make sure that 
bill wouldn’t pass. And that, for me, was something that really— 
I really struggled with it. It really struck me. 

Because if people actively wage a campaign to ensure that there 
isn’t additional support given for our young people to be educated 
together, then you will put all of your political resources and polit-
ical capital into that. Then, what are your priorities? 

So, when I referenced earlier that we needed an independent 
international commission to come in and try to manage a transition 
in Northern Ireland for integrated education, that is why. Because 
our politicians in Northern Ireland, they are out of step with those 
they represent, in particular, on the issue of integrated education. 
So, I just wanted to note that, in particular. 

Mr. KEATING. I think Ms. Girvin wanted to answer that, too. 
Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. OK. And I have an additional question, if I 

may, after—— 
Mr. KEATING. Did you want to answer that, too, Ms. Girvin? 
Ms. GIRVIN. Yes, if that would be OK. 
Mr. KEATING. Certainly. 
Ms. GIRVIN. I will answer the previous question as well. 
And when asked what I would advise, and used to deny, I would 

say that, while integrated education is very, very important, I 
would also like to State that it is not as easy as saying, ‘‘Let’s inte-
grate the school.’’ And our geography and our very maps are lined 
by ‘‘no-go’’ areas and interface areas in which violence often occurs. 

And I would also like to point out that, while it has been men-
tioned that our young people are some of the best achievers in 
terms of A levels, some of the most marginalized young people that 
Dr. O’Lynn works with do not achieve five A-to-C GCSEs, which, 
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then, increases their exclusion from better opportunities of edu-
cation, employment, and training. 

And I would say I am hopeful for the future, but, as a young per-
son living here, I see young people resentful of the slow process of 
change. And many of our great young minds are moving away and 
we are losing that talent, and we are losing our creativity and that 
imagination. 

What I would suggest that you see next time you are there hav-
ing a visit in Northern Ireland, come and speak to some of our 
amazing young leaders and come and speak to some of our commu-
nity leaders who are on the ground and doing the work. 

When we were talking about the violence last summer, it was 
young people on the ground talking to other young people and ask-
ing them, ‘‘Why are you engaging in this? You know, you’re the one 
who is going to end up with the criminal record, not the people who 
are pulling the strings and cheering you on from the sidelines.’’ 

And so, I would say, come speak to our young leaders. Empower 
them. Look at initiatives, like in our city, that are on the ground, 
encouraging the most marginalized young people to come see be-
yond what happened at a bus stop on Friday night on Falls Road 
or what happened on a Saturday. 

I also wanted to encourage our politicians to take a stand and 
actually work with us, rather than fight these issues, and initiate 
top-down truth initiatives that can inform a better curriculum in 
which to learn about the conflict and the peace process here. 

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Thank you. 
And my additional question is for Dr. O’Lynn, or anyone else who 

would like to weigh in. 
I am curious, from your perspective, how has Brexit and the 

Northern Ireland Protocol impacted the lives of people in Northern 
Ireland, and if you see a practical change to day-to-day lives. 

Dr. O’LYNN. So, that is a great question. In short, I think what 
Brexit has done, it has stoked divisions that were previously lying 
a little bit lower than what they were in the past. Personally, I 
have not seen massive destruction to my life. Northern Ireland has 
always struggled with getting certain packages or access to dif-
ferent materials from different markets. I do not believe that 
Brexit has made that any worse. Indeed, I believe we are in an ad-
vantageous situation where we have the best of both worlds. Very 
few people are focusing on the positives that can come out of this 
situation. 

In terms of education, I would say—sorry—and exclusion, I 
would say that no school or exclusion society exists in a vacuum. 
There are microcosms of society, and the educators I work with 
daily report that, in some instances, things have become more po-
larized within the classrooms and they see more extreme behavior 
and behavioral responses, not just as a result of Brexit, but, in-
deed, the global pandemic. 

And if you will indulgence me just a minute longer, I would like 
to just nuance on some of the responses that the panel gave to the 
previous question. 

And I am delighted to hear Michael and Courtney nuance the 
statements about integrated education because it is so important 



47 

that we realize that, whilst it is an important movement, it is not 
the panacea. 

Now I will put it in context before I end up in trouble in work 
tomorrow. It is my own party that brought that piece of legislation. 
I am a deep supporter of integrated education, but it is based on 
contact theory; i.e., you bring young people together. You educate 
them. You send them back to segregated communities, and they go 
back to the segregation. So, we still need to really focus and hone 
in on integrating housing. 

But, also, more importantly, what integrated education does bear 
is endorse critical thinking and challenge young people to reflect on 
their perspectives; and also, to challenge themselves to think be-
yond their binary thinking. 

And just one more point, if I may. This may be slightly cheeky. 
One place in the education system that is wholly integrated is our 
school exclusion centers, because, as Ms. Girvin said earlier, they 
do not have the financial luxury of being separate. The resources 
are low. So, if you are excluded or removed from the mainstream 
system, you are put into an integrated school exclusion center, if 
you are lucky. And there are deep lessons that can be learned 
there. 

Mr. KEATING. OK. Thank you. 
I would like to recognize Representative Titus from Nevada for 

5 minutes. 
Representative Titus. 
Ms. TITUS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I would like to followup on some comments that were made to 

the previous question about young people’s general engagement. 
I taught political science at the university level for many years. 

And at times, students were very engaged. Sometimes they were 
very liberal, more so than the teacher. Sometimes they were more 
conservative than the teacher. Sometimes they didn’t really care 
who was in politics. 

Now I know you all are very engaged. I am kind of preaching to 
the choir here. But I wonder about young people in general. 

In this country, 18-to 25-year-olds are the least likely to vote. 
They do not turn out. But there are some who are very engaged 
and they seem to engage around issues like the environment, some-
thing that everybody can kind of get together on. 

I wonder how, generally, young people are in terms of voting pat-
terns, or what issues might unite you, like environment. Any of you 
can answer. 

Mr. SAVAGE. If I can speak to this, given my experience working 
with young people in the Secondary Students’ Union for the past 
2 years. 

One thing that I will note is that a lot of our young people might 
not engage in the political process in the way we expect them to 
or want them to. And that is because they do not feel it reflects 
them. 

I mean, if you look at the Northern Ireland news in the last 
month, it has been about Brexit; it has been about the Northern 
Ireland Protocol. And as I noted earlier, a lot of young people do 
feel disconnected, unsurprisingly, from trade tariffs. It is not some-
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thing that they particularly understand, and myself included a lot 
of the time, or are passionate about. 

But what I note is, when I was in the Secondary Students’ 
Union, we brought young people in, young people who maybe didn’t 
know the most about politics, weren’t that engaged in public life. 
But, as soon as we gave them a vehicle and invited them to deal 
with an issue that they all understood, it was education; it was 
what they lived; it was there every day. They were talking about 
the issues that were 9 to 3:30 for them every day. And once we 
gave them a vehicle and a platform to engage on those issues, that 
opened the door to them, engagement on larger issues. 

So, what we did was, in the Secondary Students’ Union, our ini-
tial campaign was about A-level grading, and then, we moved after 
that to examinations in the next year in the context of the 
coronavirus. 

But, then, we realized that we really had an opportunity here. 
We had a lot of young people engaging in this work that had never 
really engaged before. So, what we did then was we started to look 
at mental health. We offered a mental health report which was 
massive in policymaking in Northern Ireland, and I am very, very 
grateful the policymakers took it very seriously. It was based on a 
survey of 3,000 young people—I am sorry—2,300. In 24 hours, we 
were able to get 2,300 young people to respond to a survey on men-
tal health. 

Ms. TITUS. Wow. 
Mr. SAVAGE. And for me, if that does not say we are engaged, 

we care, then I do not know what does. 
And we moved after that to, then, look at issues at our annual 

conference on everything from the environment and its sustain-
ability to LGBTQ rights. And honestly, education we used to get 
people involved. And the reason that more young people aren’t in-
volved or voting, as you noted, Representative, in the political proc-
ess is because they do not feel it reflects or represents them. 

If you look at the order of business in the Northern Ireland As-
sembly, chances are most of it will be sort of esoterical legislation 
that young people do not understand, and maybe it does not impact 
them. 

But, if we can make sure that opportunities to engage on issues 
that impact young people and reflect their needs are given to them, 
then that opens the door to engagement that goes far, far beyond 
that. 

Ms. GIRVIN. I would also agree with what Cormac had said. And 
I think engagement with politics is—there are different ways that 
we can engage in politics. Of course, we can go differently and we 
can put our number—here, we have two voting systems. We can do 
our STV 1, 2, 3, or when we are voting with our Westminister elec-
tions, we can put our ‘‘X’’ on a box. 

And I think part of the issue and why young people do not en-
gage in politics, traditionally, is because we do not have the edu-
cation, and our curriculum is not set up to deliver political edu-
cation, nor is it set up to deliver local historical education, either. 

And as I said previously, it is only until you reach the age of 16 
that you can have that optional module of history, and even then, 
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it is not taught. Likewise, the first time I engaged in political edu-
cation was when I was 17 at A level. 

But I would say that young people engage in politics every day 
on the ground, and many of our young people have been the ones 
leading the teams to have these bills that we have now seen that 
are much more progressive for Northern Ireland come through the 
Assembly. 

Like Stop Street Harassment NI has worked with our justice 
minister, Naomi Long, and worked on getting cat calling and make 
it illegal. Likewise, we have a lot of climate unrest, and our young 
people engage in the strikes for climate. These are all political ac-
tions. Whether we see it as important as putting an ‘‘X’’ box or not, 
these are political actions that our young people are taking every 
day. And—— 

Ms. TITUS. But do you think the young people will have an im-
pact on the upcoming election? Do politicians seek you out and try 
to encourage young people to vote? 

Ms. GIRVIN. I do not think so. I think the way that our political 
system is set up is why we share a card with the consultational 
system. It is orange-and-green politics. So, they have very tradi-
tional voter voices, particularly, our dominant Unionist Party, the 
DUP. And I do not think they are interested in what young people 
have to say. They are not interested in the issues that young peo-
ple are interested in. And they do position themselves against what 
young people are interested in. They are anti-LGBT. They are anti- 
human rights. 

But, as I say, our young people push on the ground. They set up 
organizations. They lobby other political parties to bring their 
views and issues forth. And thankfully, with the reform of the Peti-
tion of Concern, the DUP can no longer use what was meant to be 
a safety net to block these issues. 

But I would say I have seen changes in the arrangement of the 
local institutions. We have seen more Green MLAs be elected. We 
have seen the likes of People Before Profit be elected. These are 
parties that did not get elected prior to the peace generation being 
able to vote. 

Ms. TITUS. Well, thank you very much. It is always encouraging 
to me to see young people. You are the agents of change. And so, 
it is nice to hear how involved you are and you are getting others 
as well. 

I yield back, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 
Mr. KEATING. Thank you. 
The chair will now recognize Mr. Titus from Minnesota. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. Oh, Mr. Phillips, right. Right? 
[Laughter.] 
Mr. KEATING. We just had Ms. Titus. Mr. Phillips—I am sorry— 

from Minnesota. 
Ms. TITUS. I haven’t gotten married lately to Mr. Phillips. 
[Laughter.] 
Mr. KEATING. Yes. Well, he is not on right now and he is not 

elected. You are, Representative Titus. 
So now, it is Representative Phillips from Minnesota. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. OK. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
And greetings, everybody. 
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Having spent some wonderful time in Belfast and done business 
in Portaferry, of all places, I have great affection for Northern Ire-
land. 

I am so grateful to all of you for joining us today. 
My question is about housing. After the agreement was signed in 

1998, I know that there was a distinct effort and a commitment be-
tween the U.K. and Northern Ireland to provide public housing to 
those who wished to live in multi-denomination communities. And 
despite that, I know most people still live in segregated commu-
nities, despite an overwhelming majority of those surveyed wanting 
to cohabitate in communities with both major religions. 

So, my question is, how is housing driving either division or op-
portunities to provide more reconciliation? And starting with any-
body who wishes to take the question. 

Ms. GIRVIN. I am, I suppose, speaking anecdotally. And as I said, 
I lived in a segregated area of Northern Ireland, and I lived close 
to an interface area. So, I suppose to clarify an ‘‘interface area,’’ it 
is when a majority Loyalist area and a majority Republican area 
are on like a boundary. So, we can see each other from across the 
road. And normally, this is where the likes of bottles and bricks 
and things are thrown at each other in the summer months. 

But just up the road from where I grew up, we did have an inte-
grated parties project, for lack of a better word. And I had an op-
portunity to speak to some of the young people there, and it flour-
ished. But, as tends to be the case, when political tensions are 
high, and when issues of Brexit and things like that become or-
ange-and-green issues, our paramilitaries are very much active. 

And what happened in that particular community was para-
military leadership went in and they told the Nationalists living in 
that area that this was not an area that they were to live in. They 
broke the policy of having no flags, as a lot of these integrated 
housing areas will try to keep the space neutral, of course, for obvi-
ous reasons. The flags went up, and shortly afterwards, it became 
a Loyalist eState, rather than an integrated area. 

And so, I think part of the issue is, when we try to have these 
projects, and we try to break down these barriers, there are people 
in our society who want to go back to the past, who enjoy being 
in a position of control and feeding off the fears of local people in 
general. 

And I know, speaking from when I lived with my mother, I put 
a Black Lives Matter sign in my window during the height of the 
George Floyd protests, and my mom was terrified that we were 
going to be put out. And I said, ‘‘Mom, but how come they’re al-
lowed to fly a flag that says UVF on it?’’ I said, ‘‘That’s a terrorist 
organization.’’ And she was absolutely petrified that we were going 
to put out of an eState where we have lived for 20-plus years. 

I suppose, while that is not a statistic and while that is not fact- 
based, that would just be my anecdotal experience of the issues in 
getting integrated housing. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Housing matters, yes. 
Does anybody else want to address that question? 
Dr. O’LYNN. Yes, if I could, Congressman? 
I think what Ms. Girvin has said is very important, but it is also 

important to note that, in the areas that remain deeply segregated 
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by peace lines, there is tremendous activism going on, tremendous 
efforts at peace work. 

I am sure Professor McWilliams highlighted, for example, there 
is a cross-community women’s group that continues to meet on the 
interface between the Shankill and the Falls Road on a weekly 
basis that does fantastic peacebuilding work. And more and more, 
we see young people engaged in cross-community initiatives, where 
they have the opportunity, trying to do the same thing, build 
bridges across the divides. 

And at times, you do get the sense that it is more the structural 
and the deviant sort of criminal paramilitary aspects of society that 
is holding us back, which creates a hesitancy of a readiness. But, 
still, I believe readiness is there. 

And also, when we talk about young people and young adults 
coming through, the majority of young people here who are moving 
into higher education, further training, or apprenticeships are mov-
ing into shared living spaces in the center of the city, and further 
affiliated with our higher education placement. 

There is also a mass class dynamic at play here. Those of us who 
have the privilege to own our own properties opt for neutral areas 
and opt for neutral areas where the schools are accessible; 
childcare is good, and there is a good standard of living. 

So, I believe the readiness is there, but there are structural 
criminological aspects that are deterring people and giving the per-
ception that readiness is not there. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. OK. I see my time has expired. 
I want to thank you all again for joining us today. 
And with that, Mr. Chair, I yield back. 
Mr. KEATING. Thank you very much, Representative. 
And I would just like to say this hearing has been something 

that I think has been very important. There are a few other issues 
going on in Europe right now, as we all know, and we have paid 
a great deal of attention to those issues, as we should. But this is 
an issue that I think has been very concerning to so many people 
in the United States, so many Members of Congress, including peo-
ple that were here that participated in the Good Friday Agreement 
originally. 

But I do think that many of the issues that we have discussed 
point to this, and I think our witnesses did an extraordinary job 
of bringing these issues forward. The Good Friday Agreement is 
fragile. The Good Friday Agreement has been an enormous success 
in terms of going from point A to point B in terms of violence. How-
ever, it hasn’t been fully implemented. 

And I look back at our own history in the United States. And 
here in our country after the Civil War, after slavery was abol-
ished, we had a period in the United States where there was such 
a focus on unity and a union, that we ignored dealing with the 
issues that had to be dealt with at that time to truly make civil 
rights real for individuals. 

And for decades and decades and decades, we didn’t deal with 
those issues. And the laws that were there and that were put in 
place going forward weren’t implemented successfully. And we are 
living with, in our own country, the results of not dealing with 
those issues today. 
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And I think you brought forward that the issues in Northern Ire-
land, segregation that still is very real in terms of the actual day- 
to-day lives hasn’t been dealt with, either. And the idea that I 
think Mr. Savage brought up that, as we move forward on these 
issues and want to engage a new generation, we have to broaden 
our roles, too, in terms of other issues of interest that are just, 
some of them, existential like climate change, that can bring people 
together. Once people are together and working on those issues, 
that facilitates things greatly. 

We are also remembering here in our own history Jackie Robin-
son, a baseball player who broke the color barrier in Major League 
Baseball. And, you know, baseball was a common interest, but it 
was that intervention that helped, I think was a major point in our 
moving forward in our own country. And we saw the same thing 
in South Africa with soccer. 

But we have critical existential issues in front of us and things 
necessary for a generation of people’s progress: education, housing 
issues that you mentioned. So, these are common areas that will 
bring people forth, I think, in a very meaningful way. 

But I think, fairly or unfairly, the success of the Good Friday 
Agreement in fully being implemented is going to rest on your gen-
eration. That is why I think this is so important. It is unfortunate 
that it has been the case, but I do believe you will be the ‘‘make 
it or break it’’ generation. 

And I became so concerned—and I think Dr. O’Lynn mentioned 
this in her testimony—when I began to hear years ago how a new 
generation of violence is springing forward. And that was a genera-
tion that did not have the direct connection to that time period of 
the Troubles. And that is something that should be of great concern 
as well. 

So, we have to come together on these issues. And I think, as we 
did with our past hearing, the idea of civic forums, engagement in 
that respect; the implementation of the Good Friday Agreement in 
all aspects has to be dealt with. 

And the timing of this hearing, it is coming at a very important 
time as well, because the elections are just days away. And when 
I was in London and spoke to Foreign Minister Truss about the ur-
gency in dealing with some of the protocol issues in Brexit and get-
ting it behind us before these elections, it was a great concern be-
cause we saw the government devolve around some of those issues. 
And I believe, all of us here believe that division is much deeper 
than the protocol issue. 

And if we cannot reconcile this, and the outcome of those elec-
tions should be, for instance, if Sinn Fein wins, and this is the first 
minister, is that going to result in a devolution again? Are we going 
to keep going backward in a cycle? 

So, what all of you have expressed here, all four of our witnesses 
identifying where we are in a very real sense, that is where you 
begin to move forward, acknowledging the fact that things have not 
been implemented; that we haven’t gone forward with the things 
that are already on our plate before—we can pretend that we are 
moving forward without dealing with that, but these things have 
to be done. But it will be done with your generation. 
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I think the programs that we had, like the Washington Ireland 
Program that Dr. O’Lynn participated in, she said today that 
changed her life. And look at how she has moved forward herself 
in a leadership role, trying to make those changes. 

And you two have, with your leadership and your connection 
with your organizations, you are doing the same thing. It is so im-
portant, and we are here to help. 

The United States, I take great pride anytime I am talking to 
someone from Ireland, when they say, ‘‘You were the indispensable 
partner in the Good Friday Agreement,’’ that is something that I 
think all of us here in Congress, as well as so many citizens in the 
United States, feel we are a part of that success. Well, if we are 
a part of it, I hope we can continue to be a part of it, and hopefully, 
become indispensable in terms of assisting all of you in what you 
have to do to make sure that is fully implemented, and then, go 
beyond there. 

So, this has been a very important hearing to me. I think it is 
an important hearing to those who care about the progress that is 
necessary in Ireland, given the fact that so much progress has al-
ready occurred. 

And I think a generation is necessary, not just to come together, 
but to move us forward on these other issues. I was first elected 
in the Massachusetts legislature when I was 23 years old. And at 
that time, people said the biggest reason they shouldn’t have elect-
ed me, I was too young. Hopefully, I will be out of here before they 
say I am too old. 

[Laughter.] 
But the real issue is this: that you are dedicating so much of 

your lives now and your attention, and your great talents, toward 
this. If we can be helpful—I think you heard from the members of 
this committee that asked questions the tone—in fact, some sub-
stance of those questions—was, indeed, what can we do to be help-
ful? 

I think we can engage. I think we could do things as we had 
planned, and hopefully, can reconstitute coming back, showing in-
terest by visiting schools that have desegregated, albeit only 7 per-
cent of them are. I think we can engage on issues of climate change 
together. 

And I think that a person very interested in this hearing today, 
who made an effort to come, was Ambassador Mulhall. And he is 
very importantly involved in promoting a group in the U.S. college 
system for Irish involvement for the American students. So, maybe 
that is another network to tap into as well. I will be talking with 
him later today. 

But, in any case, thank you for what you are doing. Thank you, 
Ms. Girvin. Thank you, Dr. O’Lynn. 

This has been a hearing where we took the virtual hearing and 
the physical hearing and put it together. I think, other than a few 
minor snags, it went very well. 

I want to thank you for being here. And we are here to continue 
to work together at a cause that not only is important to Ireland, 
but you could go all around the world, and you could do it in the 
United States. 
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As we did with the Good Friday Agreement, when I go to other 
parts of the world where the causes of conflict seem hopeless, I al-
ways point to the Good Friday Agreement, but we have to finish 
the job and inspire not only young people in Ireland, but young 
people globally, and particularly young people here in the United 
States, to also engage in working together on those very important 
common goals. 

So, with that, this hearing is adjourned. Thank you. Thank you 
so much. 

[Whereupon, at 11:46 a.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.] 
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