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BUSINESS MEETING

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2019

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS,
Washington, DC.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:19 a.m. in room 406,
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. John Barrasso (chairman of
the committee) presiding.

Present: Senators Barrasso, Carper, Inhofe, Capito, Cramer,
Braun, Rounds, Sullivan, Boozman, Wicker, Shelby, Ernst, Cardin,
Whitehouse, Merkley, Gillibrand, Van Hollen.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN BARRASSO,
U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF WYOMING

Senator BARRASSO. Good morning. I call this hearing to order.

Today we are going to consider two nominees, two bills, and
eight General Services Administration resolutions. Senator Carper
and I have agreed that we will begin voting at 9:30. At that time,
I will call up the items on the agenda. We won’t debate the items
on the agenda while we are voting. Instead, we will begin debating
the items on the agenda before we begin voting, and I will be
happy to recognize any member who still wishes to speak after vot-
ing concludes.

We will consider two nominations: Aurelia Skipwith to be Direc-
tor of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service; and Katherine
Lemos to be a Member and the Chairperson of the Chemical Safety
and Hazard Investigation Board.

The full committee held a hearing on both nominees earlier this
month. Ms. Skipwith’s nomination to be Director of the Fish and
Wildlife Services has received bipartisan praise from more than 80
groups and individuals, including the Association of Fish and Wild-
life Agencies, the Union Sportsmen’s Alliance, the Boone and
Crockett Club’s Conservation Policy Committee, U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, American Farm Bureau Federation, Presidents of How-
ard and Purdue Universities, President and CEO of the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., National Memorial, and a coalition of 28 sportsmen
and conservation groups.

Senator Carper and I have agreed that we will begin voting, as
I have described. We also had Congressman William Lacy Clay,
who represents Missouri’s First congressional District, based in St.
Louis, he was here to deliver a resounding endorsement of Ms.
Skipwith when he introduced her at the nomination hearing. Con-
gressman Clay testified to State the facts plainly: “Ms. Skipwith is
one of the most talented, hardest-working and driven persons I

o))



2

have ever known.” He noted, “If confirmed, Aurelia Skipwith will
become the first African American to head the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service. This is a historical nomination.”

Dr. Lemos’ nomination to be Member and Chairperson of the
Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board has been en-
dorsed by the former Executive Director and current Deputy Exec-
utive Director of the Federal Aviation Administration’s Accident In-
vestigation and Prevention office, and Mark Chapman, a Boeing
787 pilot, who is a former chair of several aviation safety commit-
tees on the Airline Pilots Association. Professor Meshkati, an engi-
neer and aviation safety professor at the University of Southern
California, who has worked with the Chemical Safety and Hazard
Investigation Board since its inception, and wrote of Dr. Lemos, “I
strongly believe that Dr. Lemos is an embodiment of professional
excellence in accident investigation, whose impeccable technical
credentials and leadership experience are an invaluable asset to
the U.S. Chemical Safety Board.”

Confirming Dr. Lemos is a priority. In December of this year, the
Chemical Safety Board will be down to one member. We called
upon the Administration to fill both the current and future vacan-
cies at the agency. We cannot allow the agency to lose its quorum.

Today we will also consider two bills, S. 2260, Senator Sullivan’s
and Senate Whitehouse’s Save Our Seas 2.0: Improving Domestic
Infrastructure to Prevent Marine Debris Act, with a substitute
amendment, and S. 2099, Senator Cramer’s White Horse Hill Na-
tional Game Preserve Designation Area.

The Save Our Seas Act addresses the important issue of plastic
pollution in our oceans. The bill supports increased scientific re-
search to better understand and address the root causes of plastic
pollution both here in the United States and around the world. It
improves our waste management systems, particularly with regard
to recycling infrastructure.

The White Horse Hill National Game Preserve Designation Act
redesignates Sullys Hill National Game Preserve as the White
Horse Hill National Game Preserve. Administered by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, the preserve is within the Spirit Lake Indian
Reservation near Devil’s Lake, North Dakota. The Spirit Lake
Tribe has requested the preserve be renamed White Horse Hill,
which is its traditional Dakota name.

Last, we will also consider eight resolutions to approve
prospectuses providing for GSA leases. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port passage of each of the nominees, bills, and resolutions we are
considering today. I would now like to turn to Ranking Member
Carper.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. THOMAS R. CARPER,
U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF DELAWARE

Senator CARPER. Thanks, Mr. Chairman. Good morning, every-
one.

As the Chairman said, on the agenda that we have before us
today, two nominees, two pieces of legislation and eight General
Services Administration lease prospectuses, including two
prospectuses for Veterans Administration facilities.



3

The two nominations being considered by the committee today
are Ms. Aurelia Skipwith and Dr. Katherine Lemos. Ms. Skipwith
has been nominated to lead the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, an
important agency responsible for enforcing Federal wildlife laws,
and managing our Nation’s treasured wildlife resources.

On August 29th, nearly 2 weeks before the nomination hearing,
I sent Ms. Skipwith a letter, asking her to provide answers con-
cerning the nature of her activities on behalf of one longtime em-
ployer, long with an explanation of the extent to which she has
tried to avoid potential conflicts of interest since assuming her cur-
rent responsibilities at the Department of Interior.

Less than 24 hours before our hearing, I still had not received
a response. I then met personally with Ms. Skipwith on September
10th, and implored her to respond to my letter. Just hours before
our nomination hearing, I finally did receive a response that, re-
grettably, was incomplete.

As I promised repeatedly during her nomination hearing on Sep-
tember 11th, I subsequently provided Ms. Skipwith with another
opportunity to shed light on her disclosures, this time, through her
responses to questions in plain English, for the hearing record. Yet
again, she failed to be completely forthright in her responses.

In fact, in one of her responses, Ms. Skipwith actually suggested
that I file a Freedom of Information Act request to obtain the infor-
mation I was seeking, such as calendar records that would help
paint a picture of the meetings she has taken since she joined the
Department of Interior. Asking a Senator to FOIA for information
that Ms. Skipwith can easily provide is a disappointing departure
from how nominees typically handle such requests from law-
makers.

I regret to say that in the case of Ms. Skipwith, unfortunately,
my willingness to give her some benefit of the doubt really has not
been reciprocated by a serious effort on her part to be fully respon-
sive to a number of questions. This situation does not instill, at
least to me, and a number of our colleagues, confidence in her nom-
ination.

If nominees before this committee do not choose to respond to le-
gitimate and reasonable questions from any members of this com-
mittee during the confirmation process, it doesn’t offer much in the
way of assurance that they will prove to be more responsive after
being confirmed. Even historical nominees have an obligation to
fully respond to reasonable and appropriate questions that are
asked of them by members of this committee during the nomina-
tion process.

Given these concerns, I am unable to support her nomination
today. Having said that, if Ms. Skipwith is willing and able to fully
produce the records that I have requested, as well as to engage
with our members on other questions that were not completely an-
swered, it would demonstrate to me that she recognizes the impor-
tance of congressional oversight, and I would strongly consider sup-
porting her nomination on the Senate floor.

That leads me to the nomination of Dr. Katherine Lemos to serve
on the Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board, an impor-
tant, independent Federal agency that is charged with inves-
tigating industrial chemical accidents.
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As with Ms. Skipwith, a number of our colleagues in the minority
initially shared serious concerns with the Lemos nomination. In
this case, several questions arose during the confirmation with re-
spect to her views on climate change and its effect on the safety
of chemical facilities; and in turn, to her ability to be an objective,
independent safety investigator.

In the case of Dr. Lemos, however, the nominee clarified her re-
sponses in the questions for the hearing record and did assuage the
concerns of the minority. Because she clarified her responses and
did so in a timely manner, we are pleased to join our Republican
colleagues in moving forward her nomination today.

In addition to considering these two nominations, we are also set
to consider the Save Our Seas Act 2.0. As co-chair of the Senate
Recycling Caucus, along with our colleague John Boozman, I appre-
ciate and applaud the bipartisan leadership of Senators White-
house and Sullivan to improve recycling and address widespread
and worsening problems in marine debris in Planet Earth.

As some of our colleagues know, prior to the markup, concerns
were raised about one provision of the bill, a study on incineration,
which has been removed from the substitute that we will vote on
today. In recent days, however, we have heard from several other
critics of this legislation that suggests we may have some addi-
tional work to do on this legislation. I am committed to that effort
before the measure is considered by the full Senate.

Let me add one last brief comment before closing. That is just
to say that I am happy that our committee is set to move legisla-
tion today that will change the name of Sullys Hill National Game
Preserve in North Dakota to its Dakota name, the White Horse
Hill National Game Preserve. This action by our committee will
help to ensure that the Spirit Lake Tribe’s story of the white stal-
lion will be ingrained in our Nation’s history for years to come.
Quite simply, this is the right thing to do, and I want to thank
Senator Cramer for his work.

With that, Mr. Chairman, I look forward to our business meet-
ing. Thank you, along with our colleagues, members of our staffs
for all the work that has been done to make it possible for what
I hope will be a productive and brief meeting. Thanks a lot.

Senator BARRASSO. Thank you very much, Senator Carper. We do
have enough members who have arrived. I want to move to the
votes on the items on today’s agenda. The Ranking Member and I
have agreed to bring up one nominee for a separate vote, and then
the Ranking Member has requested that this nominee receive a roll
call vote. The Ranking Member and I have agreed to vote on the
one nominee, two bills and eight General Services Administration
resolutions en bloc by voice. Members may choose to have their
votes recorded for specific items in that bloc vote, and then there
will be plenty of time after the voting for our members to speak
on the various issues.

So we will move at this point to the en bloc passage of the items
other than Aurelia Skipwith, and that will be the roll call vote in
a few seconds. Senators Sullivan and Whitehouse have revised the
text of the substitute amendment to S. 2260 to reflect necessary
modifications. The Ranking Member and I have agreed that the
text of the revised Sullivan-Whitehouse substitute amendment to
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S. 2260, which was sent to all offices yesterday, replaces the text
that was circulated with the notice last Friday.

I would now like to call up Presidential Nomination 887, Kath-
erine Lemos of California, to be a Member of the Chemical Safety
and Hazard Investigation Board; President Nomination 971, Kath-
erine Lemos, again of California, to be Chairperson of the Chemical
Safety and Hazard Investigation Board; the revised Sullivan-
Whitehouse Substitute Amendment to S. 2260, the Save Our Seas
2.0: Improving Domestic Infrastructure to prevent Marine Debris
Act; S. 2099, the White Horse Hill National Game Preserve Des-
ignation Act; and eight General Services Administration Resolu-
tions en bloc.

So I move to approve and report Presidential Nomination 887,
Presidential Nomination 971, and S. 2099, approve the revised Sul-
livan-Whitehouse substitute amendment to S. 2260, and report S.
2260 as amended, and approve eight GSA Resolutions en bloc. Is
there a second?

Senator CARPER. Second.

Senator BARRASSO. All those in favor, please say aye.

[Chorus of ayes.]

Senator BARRASSO. All those opposed, no.

[No audible response.]

Senator BARRASSO. In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it.
We have approved Presidential Nomination 887, Presidential Nom-
ination 971, S. 2099, S. 2260 as amended, which will be reported
favorably to the Senate. We have also approved eight GSA Resolu-
tions.

Senator Carper.

Senator CARPER. I don’t know if this is the appropriate time. I
would like to be recorded no on the Skipwith nomination. Are we
going to do a roll call?

Senator BARRASSO. We are going to do a roll call. We are waiting
for one member to arrive, and we will do a roll call, as you re-
quested. We had agreed to, as we are waiting for the final member,
Senator Cramer, would you like to make any comments at this
point on the White Horse Hill?

Senator CRAMER. I would. First of all, thank you, Mr. Chairman,
and thank you, Ranking Member Carper, for not only bringing this
up, but for your support of it.

As the Chairman said, Sullys Hill is a national game preserve
that is located wholly within the Spirit Lake Nation near Devil’s
Lake, North Dakota. This bill simply changes the game preserve’s
name from Sullys Hill to the English translation of its traditional
Dakota name, White Horse Hill. I introduced the bill at the request
of the tribal leaders, but it has the full support of the Governor and
the State of North Dakota, and certainly of the tourism industry
throughout the State and the local governments.

I think it is important to note that in 1931, the game preserve
was named after General Alfred Sully. Unfortunately, Sully gained
his recognition and his notoriety as someone who committed sev-
eral massacres against Native Americans. The most notable mas-
sacre was on September 3d of 1863, in the Dakota territory as re-
prisal for the Dakota conflict of 1862. His troops destroyed a village
of some 500 tipis, killing several hundred Indians. Many of the vic-
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tims, descendants of the victims of that massacre, live on this very
reservation where this hill is named after this general.

So with the issues that our Federal Government faces, changing
the name of this preserve in North Dakota can seem like a small
thing. But I assure you, it is no small thing to the people of the
Spirit Lake Nation.

It has taken us 85 years to correct this mistake. I am sorry that
it has taken so long, but I am grateful that we are correcting it
now, and I hope that I can count on everyone’s support. Thank you.

Senator BARRASSO. Well, thank you very much, Senator Cramer.
I know Senator Whitehouse, as well as Senator Sullivan, would
like to comment on their piece of legislation as we are waiting for
Senator Capito. I call on you, Senator Sullivan.

Senator SULLIVAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to thank
you and the Ranking Member for your work on this. I certainly
want to thank my friend and colleague, Senator Whitehouse, for
his leadership on this issue. This issue is addressing of ocean pollu-
tion and ocean plastics. We had a bill last year that the President
signed called the Save Our Seas Act. This is the Save Our Seas Act
2.0.

I just want to mention, this committee has a real tradition of get-
ting big things done, whether it is the Highway Bill or the TSCA
legislation. I am certainly hopeful that this is another example of
ﬁeally important legislation that we are going to be able to move

ere.

The good news on this legislation is this is an environmental
issue that is actually solvable. The estimates are that 10 rivers in
Asia constitute almost 70 percent of all the ocean plastic pollution
in the world, in all the oceans. So we can actually address this. We
are doing it in a bipartisan manner, and this is a comprehensive
bill. It has jurisdiction in Commerce here, and in the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee.

I want to thank the cosponsors of the Save Our Seas 2.0 legisla-
tion, who are EPW members, because there many: Senators White-
house, Booker, Carper, Van Hollen, Merkley, Cardin. I want to en-
courage all my colleagues to join us because we think this is going
to move the President in support of this, his administration in sup-
port of this.

All the ocean and environmental groups are in support of this.
Industry is in support of this. We have stakeholders who are going
to hopefully make this move and get it done and it will really have
an impact on cleaning up our oceans, which I think everybody here
wants to do, whether you are a State like mine with a lot of coast-
line, or you are a State like Indiana that doesn’t have any, but you
still care.

Senator BARRASSO. Lake Michigan.

Senator SULLIVAN. Oh, Lake Michigan, sorry.

[Laughter.]

Senator SULLIVAN. Well, it is not an ocean, last time I checked,
but it is a big body of water. Sorry. Who else? Senator Rounds—
you know what I mean.

[Laughter.]

Senator SULLIVAN. So hopefully we can get this done soon. Again,
I want to thank the Chairman and Senator Carper, in particular,



7

on working hard on this, and of course, Senator Whitehouse. Thank
you.

Senator BARRASSO. Senator Whitehouse.

Senator WHITEHOUSE. Thank you, Chairman.

Let me join my friend, Dan Sullivan, in thanking both you and
the Ranking Member for helping us work our way through to this
day, where we have passed this bill by unanimous consent, effec-
tively, by voice vote here in the committee.

Another section of the bill is in the Foreign Relations Committee
for a vote today. We expect it is going to clear that, as well.

That gives us a lot of momentum to move forward. As Dan has
pointed out, this is a very important issue. I just got back from the
Save the Bay Run ocean cleanup in Rhode Island over the week-
end. We do it with trash bags. Dan’s State is on the Pacific, so they
have a different scale to their problem. When we had our first
hearing, his Alaska witnesses talked about having to clean up the
shores with dumpsters and front-end loaders, and by the ton per
mile rather than by the trash bags.

So this is an area where I think we can get a lot of good work
done. There is a very clear focus, there are five Asian nations that
have lousy upland waste management that causes the majority of
this ocean plastic to be dumped into the Pacific. There are ten riv-
ers around the world, most in Asia, that flow most of this out to
sea.

So we have a lot of enthusiasm from the Administration, with
the President, Secretary Pompeo, Trade Representative Lighthizer,
all having made very strong public statements. So I think it is im-
portant to keep our momentum going, and I hope we can move
quickly to a very positive vote, perhaps even a voice vote, unani-
mous consent on the Senate floor to move this along.

We have similar progress in the House, great bipartisanship in
the House as well. So I think this is kind of a happy moment for
the committee to be in strong agreement on strong environmental
legislation that will hit an important problem for our planet. Thank
you.

Let me also thank the former chairman, Senator Inhofe, who
played such an important role in helping us get the original Save
Our Seas Act into unanimous consent on the Senate floor as well.
That is really what helped launch it. I was not expecting somebody
from a square State to be so enthusiastic, and I appreciate it.

[Laughter.]

Senator INHOFE. It’s not a square State?

Senator BARRASSO. Wyoming’s the square State.

Senator WHITEHOUSE. OK, you two are going to debate about
who’s square, OK.

Senator INHOFE. I will share your comments with the people of
the panhandle of Oklahoma.

[Laughter.]

Senator BARRASSO. At this happy moment, I would like to call up
the Presidential nomination 964, Aurelia Skipwith of Indiana to be
Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. I move to approve
angl?report the nomination favorably to the Senate. Is there a sec-
ond?

Senator INHOFE. Second.
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Senator BARRASSO. The Clerk will call the roll.

Senator CARDIN. Mr. Chairman, before you call the roll, I will
speak for one moment, if I might. I believe we do need a confirmed
leader for this agency.

I am disappointed that the information requested by the Ranking
Member has not been provided. I think the request of the Ranking
Member is extremely reasonable. I hope that that information will
be made available before the nomination is brought to the floor.
For the reasons that the Ranking Member said, I am not prepared
today to support the nominee.

Senator BARRASSO. All right. The Clerk will call the roll.

Senator Van Hollen. Mr. Chairman?

Senator BARRASSO. Senator Van Hollen.

Senator Van Hollen. Senator Cardin and I have talked about
this. Obviously, we have a strong interest in protecting the Chesa-
peake Bay, and all of us have an interest in environmental issues
and fish and wildlife. For the same reasons that Senator Cardin in-
dicated, I will be voting no here in this committee.

Senator BARRASSO. The Clerk will call the roll.

The Clerk. Senator Booker.

Senator CARDIN. No, by proxy.

The Clerk. Mr. Boozman.

Senator BOOZMAN. Yes.

The Clerk. Mr. Braun.

Senator BRAUN. Yes.

The Clerk. Mrs. Capito.

Senator CAPITO. Yes.

The Clerk. Mr. Cardin.

Senator CARDIN. No.

The Clerk. Mr. Carper.

Senator CARPER. No.

The Clerk. Mr. Cramer.

Senator CRAMER. Yes.

The Clerk. Ms. Duckworth.

Senator CARPER. No, by proxy.

The Clerk. Ms. Ernst.

Senator ERNST. Yes.

The Clerk. Mrs. Gillibrand.

Senator GILLIBRAND. No.

The Clerk. Mr. Inhofe.

Senator INHOFE. Aye.

The Clerk. Mr. Markey.

Senator CARPER. No, by proxy.

The Clerk. Mr. Merkley.

Senator MERKLEY. No.

The Clerk. Mr. Rounds.

Senator ROUNDS. Aye.

The Clerk. Mr. Sanders.

Senator CARPER. No, by proxy.

The Clerk. Mr. Shelby.

Mr. SHELBY. Aye.

The Clerk. Mr. Sullivan.

Senator SULLIVAN. Aye.

The Clerk. Mr. Van Hollen.



Senator Van Hollen. No.

The Clerk. Mr. Whitehouse.

Senator CARPER. No, by proxy.

The Clerk. Mr. Wicker.

Senator WICKER. Aye.

The Clerk. Mr. Chairman.

Senator BARRASSO. Aye. The Clerk will report.

The Clerk. Mr. Chairman, the ayes are 11 and the nays are 10.

Senator BARRASSO. The ayes are 11, the nays are 10, we have ap-
proved Nomination 964, which will be favorably reported to the
U.S. Senate.

Senator CARPER. I have a unanimous consent request. I ask
unanimous consent that we enter into the record a statement from
Golden Gate Salmon Association, opposing Ms. Skipwith’s nomina-
tion, as well as other letters and materials.

Senator BARRASSO. Without objection.

[The referenced material follows:]
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Salmon Association

Lobbying Ties Between Westlands Water District and Aurelia Skipwith, Nominee to Head the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Uncovered

San Francisco -- The Golden Gate Salmon Association has discovered that Aurelia Skipwith, who has
been nominated to lead the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, has failed to disclose lobbying ties between
her former firm, Gage International, and the powerful Westlands Water District. This Wednesday, this
nomination will be heard by the Senate Environment and Public Works Commitiee. At the head of
USFWS, Ms. Skipwith would oversee the development and implementation of the controversial ESA
biological opinion for the Central Valley Project that has come under scrutiny for blatant political
interference, including suppressing staff recommendations and reassigning dozens of biologists. Ms.
Skipwith’s resume lists Gage International as a former employer and her testimony before the
committee describes Leo Giacometto, with Gage Intl, as her fiancée. Public records indicate that from
2004-2010, Gage Intl and Mr. Giacometto received over a half million dollars from Westlands and a
closely related group, the San Luis and Delta Mendota Water Authority.

Ranking Member Senator Thomas Carper asked Ms. Skipwith in an August 29 letter to disclose former
clients of Gage international who “may have interests before the U.S. government.” Ms. Skipwith's
response of September 10 fails to disclose Gage Intl’s longstanding lobbying on behalf of the Westlands
Water Distirct and the San Luis and Delta Mendota Water Authority.

In addition, the Department of the Interior has only posted a month and a haif of Ms, Skipwith's
calendar. Yet even this limited information reveals many meetings regarding issues that the Westlands
Water District has a great deal of interest in, including reducing ESA regulation and the Fish and Wildlife
Service’s approval of Governor Brown’s twin tunnels (also known as WaterFix), and a restoration
requirement in the current FWS biological opinion for the Central Valley Project. Those meetings
included Paul Souza of the USFWS who reassigned 20-30 NMFS employees who had worked on the CVP
biological opinion. At the moment, it is not possible to know what an examination of Ms. Skipwith’s full
calendar would reveal.

The following is a statement of John McManus, president of the Golden Gate Salmon Association.

“The federal administration is leading an aggressive attack on the California salmon fishing industry and
on salmon fishing jobs on behalf of the Westlands Water District. Aurelia Skipwtih’s nominationis a
clear sign that this attack is accelerating. Westlands already has succeeded in having David Bernhardt,
their former lobbyist, appointed to be the Secretary of the Interior. Now the Senate is considering the
appointment of a former employee of a Westlands Water District lobbying firm as the director of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Ms. Skipwith's undisclosed ties to Westlands raise serious questions
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about her impartiality and her calendar clearly shows that she is deeply involved in issues in which
Westlands has a deep interest. Given the ongoing political interference in Bay-Delta ESA biological
opinions, these discoveries raise serious concerns about this nomination. The California salmon fishing
industry can smell this swamp all the way in California. We urge the Committee to vote down this
nomination or - at a minimum - to delay this hearing to allow additional investigation. Finally, we call on
Governor Newsom to sign 5B 1, which would give him new tools to resist the Bay-Delta rollback that the
Trump Administration is planning to release soon.”

The Golden Gate Salmon Association (www.goldengatesalmon.org) is a coalition of salmon advocates
that includes commercial and recreational salmon fisherman, businesses, restaurants, a native tribe,
environmentalists, elected officials, families and communities that rely on salmon.

GGSA’s mission is to restore California saimon for their economic, recreational, commercial,
environmental, cultural and health values. GGSA serves the sport and commercial anglers, businesses,
conservationists and foodies that rely on salmon as a long-term, nutritious, sustainable resource.

Currently, California’s salmon industry is valued at $1.4 billion in annual economic activity in a normal
season. The industry employs tens of thousands of people from Santa Barbara to northern Oregon. This
is a huge economic bloc made up of commercial fishermen, recreational fishermen (fresh and salt
water), fish processors, marinas, coastal communities, equipment manufacturers, tackle shops and
marine stores,the hotel and food industry, tribes, and the salmon fishing industry at large. Salmon are
the keystone species that reflect the health of both their fresh and salt water environment.
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Senator BARRASSO. I have a number of letters of recommenda-
tion, over 80 stakeholders who have signed letters in support of
Ms. Skipwith’s nomination to serve as the Director. I ask unani-
mous consent to enter these endorsements into the record as well.

[The referenced information follows:]
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WYOMING STOCK GROWERS ASSOCIATION
Guardian of Wyoming’s Cow Country since 1872

President- Dennis Sun, Casper First Vice President- Scott Sims, McFadden
Region I Vice President- D Hill, Ranchester Region 11 Vice President- Steve Paisley, Wheatland
Region HI Vice President- Mantha Philips, Casper Region IV Vice President- Brad Mead, Jackson
Region V Vice President- Reg Philips, Dubois Executive Vice President- Jim Magagna, Cheyenne

Young Producers Assembly- Will Hudson, Sinclair
February 5, 2019

Senator John Barrasso
307 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Barrasso:

| write to express our endorsement of the re-nomination of Aurelia Skipwith, of Indiana, to serve as the
next Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. On November 13, 2018, Ms. Skipwith was nominated
by President Trump for this position. Over the past two years, | have had the opportunity to work with
Ms. Skipwith as she currently serves as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks. She is
committed to the current Administration and its policies. | am impressed with her priority of getting into
the field and engaging stakeholders to understand their perspective on key natural resource issues. Her
acknowledgement of the unique challenges facing livestock producers in the West has been a welcome
change from the previous administration.

Ms. Skipwith has established an impressive track record in both the public and private sectors. Her
diverse background and education provide her with the unique skill set required to deal with subject
matters of the Service, including endangered species, depredation by migratory birds and wildlife
migration corridors. She thinks critically on the complex issues faced by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and formulates solutions that are free from political and bureaucratic interference. She offers common
sense solutions based on sound science and rule of law.

After receiving her Master’s degree in Molecular Biology from Purdue University, she worked for a
leading agriculture biotechnology company and later received her law degree from University of
Kentucky's College of Law. With that science and legal combination, she was an attorney at Kentucky’s
leading agriculture company working to ensure the heaith and safety of the environment and animals by
using all-natural products. Ms. Skipwith’s career mirrors the foundation of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, which is the sustainability of plants and wildlife and working lands for all.

I believe it is important that the next Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service not only possess
strong leadership skills, but also the education and experience required to enact policies based on
scientific principles free from political and bureaucratic interference. Ms. Skipwith meets and surpasses
these qualifications. WSGA requests that you urge President Trump to quickly re-nominate her. Thank
you for your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

et

Jim Magagnha
Executive Vice President

“Shaping and Living The Code of The West”
P.O. BOX 206, CHEYENNE, WY 82003+ PH: 307.638.3942 » FX: 307.634.1210
EMAIL: INFO@WYSGA.ORG *WEBSITE: WWW.WYSGA.ORG * BLOG: WWW.REALRANCHERS.COM
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July 18, 2019

The Honorable Senator John Barrasso M.D.

Chairman

Committee on Environment and Public
Works

United States Senate

‘Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Senator Thomas R. Carper
Ranking Member

Committee on Environment and Public
Works

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

We write to express our strong support of the nomination of Aurelia Skipwith to
serve as the next Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service. Ms. Skipwith has
established a tremendously impressive track record working with both the public
and private sectors. Her diverse education and background provides her with the
unique skill set required to address the many complex issues faced by the Fish and

Wildlife Service.

Over the past year, we have worked closely with Ms. Skipwith in her position as
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks. Her ability to think
critically and derive common sense solutions that are based on sound science has
been clearly demonstrated in her actions. We have partnered with Ms. Skipwith on
numerous projects to restore our refuge system infrastructure, provide access and
change lives by creating a deep respect, love and admiration for the outdoors.

We believe it is vitally important that the next Director of the Fish and Wildlife
Service not only possess strong leadership skills and the ability to form public and
private partnerships, but also the education and critical decision making skills
required to enact policies based on scientific principles free from political and
bureaucratic interference. Ms. Skipwith meets and surpasses these qualifications
and we urge you to approve her nomination.

Sincerely and Respectfuily,

fa

Scott Vance
CEO and Executive Director
Union Sportsmen’s Alliance

UNION SKILLS. OUTDOOR PASSION. COMMON PURPOSE.

235 Noah Dr, Suite 200 « Franklin, TN 37064 « 877-872-2211 » www.UnionSportsmen.org
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NATIONAL ENDANGERED B8PECIES ACT

A TTU O A T REFORM GOALITION
NESARC

L N St 8

July 19, 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso The Honorable Tom Carper

Chairman Ranking Member

Committee ont Environment and Public Works Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Re: Nomination of Ms. Aurelia Skipwith as Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

On behalf of the National Endangered Species Act Reform Coalition (NESARC), Tam
writing to express our support of Aurelia Skipwith for the position of Director of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS). With great respect for Ms. Skipwith’s exceptional qualifications, we are
pleased to see her nomination to this federal leadership role.

NESARC is the country’s oldest broad-based, national coalition dedicated solely to
achieving improvements to the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and its implementation. Our
members are committed to promoting effective and balanced legislative and administrative
improvements to the ESA that support the protection of fish, wildiife, and plant populations as well
as responsible land, water, and resource management.

Ms. Skipwith’s substantial understanding of the public and private sectors make her an
excellent choice for leadership at FWS. Her experience serving as Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Fish, Wildlife and Parks at the Department of the Interior, combined with her background as a
scientist and conservationist, position her well to lead the agency to conserve, protect, and enhance
fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats.

NESARC urges the committee to advance this nomination as soon as possible. Please do not
hesitate to contact me at ryany(@fb.org, or NESARC’s Executive Director, Jordan Smith at
ias@vnf.com, with questions or if we may be of additional assistance.

=

Sincerely,

Ryan R. Yates
Chairman
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PO Box 1700

T R E A s U R E S TAT‘ E Helena, MT 53604

{406} 443-5541
RESQURCES ASSOCIATION TeASUTESTATRTESOUTLEs.OFg

OF MONTANA Email: info@treasuresiateresonrresorg

July 22,2019

The Honorable John Barrasso

The Honorable Thomas Carper

Linited States Senate

Committee on Environment and Public Works
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-6175

Dear Senator Barrasso and Senator Carper:

On behalf of the Treasure State Resources Association of Montana, I'd like to express
our support for the nomination of Aurelia Skipwith of Indiana, to serve as the next
Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Over the past two years, our
association members have had the opportunity to work with Ms, Skipwith in her
current role as the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks, We
appreciate that she makes it a priority to get into the field and engage stakeholders
to understand their perspective on pressing issues.

The Treasure State Resources Association of Montana brings together diverse
industry, organized labor, agriculture and recreation groups to work together on
issues that affect land use and resource development in Montana.

The organization was formed in 1976 when representatives of organized labor,

agriculture and industry recognized they had a common interest in seeing good jobs
created by growing Montana's economic opportunities. Later, motorized recreation
interests joined the mix as they saw the need to protect thelr access to public lands.

Ms. Skipwith has truly been a pleasure to work with on our issues. She has
established an impressive track record in both the public and private sectors. Her
diverse background and education provide her with the unique skill set required to
deal with the key issues that would come under the purview of the Director of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. She thinks critically on complex challenges and
formulates common sense solutions that are free from political and bureaucratic
interference. Her decisions are based on sound science and the rule of law.

The mission of the Treasure State Resources Association is to promote and snhance the Montana Way of Life through responsitie rescurce development.
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july 22,2019
Recommendation for Ms. Aurelia Skipwith
Page 2

We believe it {s important that the next Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
riot only possess strong leadership skills, butalso the education and experience
required to enact policies based on sclentific principles. Ms. Skipwith meets and
surpasses these qualifications and we urge you to support her nomination.

Thank you both for your consideration of ur request

Sincerely;
[ NN I
Mark Baker

President
Treasure State Resources Association of Montana

Ce: The Honorable Jon Tester; United States Senate
The Honorable Steve Daines, United States Senate
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Natlonal Cattlemen’s
C‘ NCEA S Heet Adsoviation

July 23, 2019
The Honorable John Barrasso, MD The Honorable Thomas Carper
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Environment and Public Works Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate United States Senate
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building 410 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

The Public Lands Council (PLC), National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA), and American Sheep
Industry Association (ASI) support the nomination of Aurelia Skipwith to be Director of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS). PLC is the only national organization dedicated solely to representing the
roughly 22,000 ranchers who hold federal grazing permits and operate on federal lands. NCBA is the beef
industry’s largest and oldest national marketing and trade association, representing American cattlemen
and women who provide much of the nation’s supply of food and own or manage a large portion of
America’s private property. ASl is a federation of forty-five state sheep associations representing a
diverse industry since 1865 and has been the national trade organization representing the interests of
nearly 90,000 sheep ranchers located throughout the country who produce America’s lamb and wool.

We were pleased last year when the President nominated Ms. Skipwith 10 serve as Director of the
USFWS and continue to support her re-nomination during the 116% Congress. In her current role as
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks at the Department of the Interior, she has been a
valued partner and honest broker in her dealings with the livestock industry. She holds both a Juris
Doctor from the University of Kentucky and a Master of Science in molecular genetics from Purdue
University, giving her an educational background that exceeds the minimum qualifications for this role.
Additionally, her private sector experience in the legal and agricultural professions have prepared her to
address the diverse set of issues that will be under her purview.

As part of their business operations, livestock producers do vital work that benefits fish and wildiife, as
well as the places they call home. They do this by improving water sources, revitalizing habitats, and
maintaining the open spaces that all Americans enjoy. Having leaders at the USFWS who understand
the agriculture industry, and the role it plays in the stewardship of America’s lands and species, is vital to
ensure the continuity of our national heritage.

PLC, NCBA, and ASI appreciate the opportunity to provide our input on behalf of our members - the
nation’s food and fiber producers. We respectfully request that Aurelia Skipwith be re-nominated to serve
as the Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Sincerely,

Gousfs 8 st Gy i Brainsy Gy
Jennifer Houston Bob Skinner Benny 02;7 L
President President President

National Cattlemen’s Beef Assn. Public Lands Council American Sheep Industry Assn.
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The Honorable James Inhofe

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
The Honorable Kevin Cramer

The Honorable Mike Braun

The Honorable Mike Rounds

The Honorable Dan Sullivan

The Honorable John Boozman

The Honorable Roger F. Wicker

The Honorable Richard Shelby

The Honorable Joni Ernst
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The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin
The Honorable Bernard Sanders
The Honorable Sheidon Whitehouse
The Honorable Jeff Merkley

The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand
The Honorable Cory A. Booker

The Honorable Edward Markey

The Honorable Tammy Duckworth
The Honorable Chris Van Hollen
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EDGEFIELD, 8.C. — The National Wild Turkey Federation applauds President Trump’s recent re-nomination of Aurelia
Skipwith for director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and looks forward to her confirmation by the U.S. Senate.

Trump had previously nominated Skipwith, the current Department of the Interior’s Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish
and Wildlife and Parks, to be the director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in November of 2018.

“The NWTF and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service share a strong interest for the conservation of our nation’s wildlife and
public lands,” NWTF CEOQ Becky Humphries said. “We look forward to working with Ms. Skipwith in her new role, as she
has been a great partner in her current role as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks. Her background in
both biology and law make her well suited to this key leadership position and in line with our efforts to Save the Habitat.
Save the Hunt.”

in her current role as Deputy Assistant Secretary for FWP, Skipwith and her team protect lands and waters within the
national park and wildlife refuge systems. Skipwith earned her B.S. in biology from Howard University, M.S. in molecular
biology from Purdue University, and J.D. from the University of Kentucky College of Law.

As a research biologist and a lawyer, Skipwith trails an extensive professional background in both public stewardship and
corporate enterprise.

Read the full release from the Department of the Interior here.
hitps:fiwww.dolgov) retary-bernhardt-appt inat ia-skipwith-be-director-us-
fish-and

About the National Wild Turkey Federation

When the National Wild Turkey Federation was founded in 1973, there were about 1.3 million wild turkeys in North
America. After decades of work, that number hit a historic high of almost 7 million turkeys. To succeed, the NWTF stood
behind science-based conservation and hunters’ rights. Today, the NWTF is focused on the future of hunting and
conservation through its Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. initiative — a charge that mobilizes science, fundraising and
devoted volunteers to conserve or enhance more than 4 million acres of essential wildlife habitat, recruit at least 1.5
million hunters and open access to 500,000 acres for hunting. For more information, visit NWTF.org.

For more information, contact Pete Muller (803) 637-7698
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August 6, 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso, Chairman

The Honorable Thomas R. Carper, Ranking Member
Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso, Ranking Member Carper, and Committee Members:

On behalf of Urban American Outdoors (U40)—a nongovernmental organization that inspires
conservation stewardship among families living in metropolitan areas through national outreach
and community initiatives including a national syndicated TV show which reaches millions —I
write to register UAO’s fervent support of Deputy Assistant Secretary Aurelia Skipwith’s
nomination as the next Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

‘While serving in her current position Deputy Assistant Secretary Skipwith championed
conservation stewardship and reintroducing American families in metropolitan areas to outdoors
activities rooted in our national heritage. At Urban American Outdoors’ 2018 Urban Kids
Fishing Derby on the National Mall in Washington D.C. Deputy Assistant Secretary Skipwith
addressed the over 300 families and spoke of her support for results-driven conservation
stewardship events like, UAQ’s fishing derby, that interest families living in local areas. In 2019
Deputy Assistant Secretary Skipwith attended the event and once again spoke and participated
directly with families on the National Mall.

Deputy Assistant Secretary Skipwith brings the right skillset and experiences from the public,
private, international sectors, and is well suited to lead the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
forward. We urge you to approve Aurelia Skipwith’s nomination as the Director of U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

Thank you for your consideration of our perspective, and please have a member of your staff
contact Executive Director Candice Price for further information or questions by email address,
which is uaotv@aol.com, and or by phone number (913) 334-5177.

Sincerely,

o
Candice Price
Executive Director

L b
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American Woodcock Society * Archery Trade Association * Boone and Crockett Club
Camp Fire Club of America * Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation * Council to
Advance Hunting and the Shooting Sports * Delta Waterfowl Foundation * Ducks

Unlimited * Houston Safari Club * Mule Deer Foundation * National Rifle Association
National Shooting Sports Foundation * National Wild Turkey Federation * North

American Falconers Association * North American Grouse Partnership * Pheasants
Forever * Pope and Young Club * Professional Guides and Outfitters of America * Quail
Forever * Quality Deer Management Association * Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Ruffed Grouse Society * Safari Club International * Sportsmen’s Alliance * Theodore
Roosevelt Conservation Partnership * Wild Sheep Foundation
Wildlife Forever * Wildlife Mississippi

August 7% 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso The Honorable Thomas R. Carper
Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Environment & Public Works Senate Environment & Public Works
Committee Committee

410 Dirksen Senate Office Building 456 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

On behalf of the millions of hunters, anglers, recreational shooters, and other outdoor enthusiasts
that our organizations represent, we are writing to express our strong support for the
confirmation of Aurelia Skipwith to serve as the next Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service.

Throughout her public service in the Department of the Interior, as Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, Ms. Skipwith has demonstrated an unwavering commitment to
the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation. Her accomplishments include expanding
access for hunting and fishing, recognizing Urban National Wildlife Refuges, and designating
sites on the African American Civil Rights Network.

If confirmed, Ms. Skipwith would be the first African American to serve as Director of the Fish
and Wildlife Service marking a historic moment, not only for wildlife conservation, but for the
nation as well. Additionally, her experience in the private sector has given her a keen
understanding for the use of public-private partnerships to achieve favorable wildlife
conservation outcomes, Ms. Skipwith will work diligently to enforce the nation’s wildlife laws
while improving relations with local governments and sportsmen.

We urge you to approve the confirmation of Aurelia Skipwith, so that the Senate may act to
quickly confirm her as the next Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service.



23

Sincerely,

American Woodcock Society
Archery Trade Association
Boone and Crockett Club
Camp Fire Club of America
Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation
Council to Advance Hunting and the Shooting Sports
Delta Waterfowl Foundation
Ducks Unlimited
Houston Safari Club
Mule Deer Foundation
National Rifle Association
National Shooting Sports Foundation
National Wild Turkey Federation
North American Falconers Association
North American Grouse Partnership
Pheasants Forever
Pope and Young Club
Professional Guides and Outfitters of America
Quail Forever
Quality Deer Management Association
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Ruffed Grouse Society
Safari Club International
Sportsmen’s Alliance
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
Wild Sheep Foundation
Wildlife Forever
Wildlife Mississippi
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August 10, 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso, MD The Honorable Thomas R. Carper

Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Environment & Public Works Comm. Senate Environment & Public Works Comm.
410 Senate Dirksen Office Building 410 Senate Dirksen Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper,

As a board member of the Texas Public Policy Foundation, I am pledsed 1o endorse the nomination of
Ms. Aurelia Skipwith to be Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

The Foundation’s mission is to promote and defend liberty, personal responsibility; and free enterprise by
using academically sound research and outreach. No place in the federal government should follow the
cannon of sound research more than the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The USFWS is one of the most
diverse federal agencies in our federal system and one where science is the key to its success.

Ms. Skipwith is well-suited to serve as USFWS director. She has experience in the private sector,
working in the corporate world as a scientist and as a lawyer. Just as important is her free enterprise
spirit, which has shown brightly as she has grown her own real estate business.

As a biologist and attorney with a federal agency and private industry and with her nonprofit experience,
she has the diverse background, to not only use sound science to make decisions, but the background to
use common sefise in making decisions to balance the interests of fish and wildlife with the use of land in
conservation, recreation management, and economic development. Please confirm her as quickly as
possible.

The Deason Foundation
Deason Capital Services
Board Member of the Texas Public Policy Foundation

Deason Capital Sefvices » 5056 Sherry Lane, Suite 800 « Dallas, TX 75225+ Office: 214.378.3600 » Fax: 214.978.3780
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DBBC =

Connecting Central Oregon's Water, Land & Environment

August 12, 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso

Chairman

U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington DC 20510

The Honorable Thomas R. Carper

Ranking Member

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building

‘Washington DC 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

1 am writing on behalf of the eight irrigation districts in Central Oregon’s Deschutes Basin in
support of Aurelia Skipwith to be confirmed by your committee and the Senate as the next
Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

For over a decade, the irrigation districts, organized under the collective Deschutes Basin Board
of Control, have been actively engaged with the Department of the Interior (Interior), especially
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), in our collaborative development of a Habitat
Conservation Plan (HCP). We plan to complete the HCP next year, which we believe will benefit
Central Oregon’s economy and environment, and enhance habitat conditions for fish and wildlife
such as the Oregon spotted frog, bull trout, steelhead and other species.

During this time, we have had the pleasure of working with several Interior and Service officials,
including Ms. Skipwith, She has always been well briefed for our discussions, responsive, and
has represented Interior and the Service in the most professional manner imaginable. More
importantly, we have been continuously impressed by her commitment to the Service, where she
has not only supported our work, but challenged us, to achieve the most responsible solutions for
our communities and the environment. She has our complete support for this position.

PO Box 919 - Madras, OR 97741

Deschutes Basin Board of Control Member Districts
Arnold Irrvigation District » Central Oregon Irrigation District « Lone Ping Irrigation District » Novth Unit Irrigation District
Ochaco Irrigation District » Swalley Irrigation District » Three Sisters Irvigation District  Tumalo Irrigation District
DBBC President - Mike Britton, 541-475-3625; mbritton@northunitid.comn
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1 respectfully request your support for the confirmation of Ms. Skipwith to become the Director
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely

. N

(P S

Mike Britton
President

cc: Senator Jeff Merkley

PO Box 919 - Madras, OR 97741

Deschutes Basin Board of Control Member Districts
Arnold Irrigation District » Central Oregon Irrigation District « Lone Pine Irrigation District « North Unit Irrigation District
Ochoco Irrigation District » Swalley Irrigation District » Three Sisters Irrigation District » Tumalo Irrigation District
DBBC President - Mike Brition, 541-475-3625; mbritton@unorthunitid.com
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P28 MONTANA
FARM BUREAU
FEDERATION
302 8. 19% Ave, Ste 104
Bozeman, MT 39718

August 12, 2019

The-Honorable Johm A. Barrasse 1l
Chairman
Committee on Environment
and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington D.C. 20510

The Honerable Thomas R. Carper
Ranking Member
Committee on Environment
and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington D.C. 20510

Chairman and Senator Carper,

It is my great pleasure to recommend and express my support for the nomination of Aurelia
Skipwith to serve as the next Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. On behalf of the
farmers and ranchers across the state of Montana, Montana Farm Bureau Federation supports
effective leadership at the Department that has a strong understanding of, and support for the
agricultural industry. As a tireless advocate for Montana agriculture, we promote, protect and
represent the interests of Montana’s farmers and ranchers. Ms. Skipwith has shown her
commitment to actively engage in key issues and is well suited to address the challenges our
Montana members face.

We believe that President Trump has made an excellent choice for his nomination of Ms,
Skipwith to be the next Director of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. Given her
experience as an attorney we are convinced that she will lead the agency in a professional and
honorable manner and work to enforce the laws of the United States.

Once again, the Montana Farm Bureau Federation on behalf of it’s over 20,000 Farmer and
Rancher members are proud to support the nomination of Ms. Skipwith.

Sincerely,

;-‘.‘r";‘
John Youngberg
Executive Vice President
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National Hydropower Association
HOT N Jorsdy Ave, NW Solte GO0, Washington, DG 20008 « ol 202680 1700 + fae 2020820478 « sowwhydrooag

August 13, 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso, MD The Honorable Thomas R. Carper

Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Energy and Public Works Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee Committee

410 Dirksen Senate Office Building 410 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper,

On behalf of the National Hydropower Association, | write to support the confirmation of Ms.
Aurelia Skipwith to be the next Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

NHA members have had several opportunities to work with Ms. Skipwith in her present position
as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks in the Department of the Interior.
In her current role, her team is responsible for ensuring the protection and stewardship of lands
and waters within the national park and wildiife refuge systems.

Our members describe her as a dynamic leader with the scientific and management skills to
effectively execute the Department of Interior's mission. As such, we believe that Ms. Skipwith
would make an outstanding Director, and we fully support her confirmation.

For your background, the National Hydropower Association is a nonprofit national association
dedicated to promoting the growth of clean, renewabie hydropower and marine energy, which
currently provides electricity to 30 million Americans. NHA represents more than 240
companies, from Fortune 500 corporations to family-owned small businesses. Our diverse
membership includes public and investor-owned utilities, independent power producers,
developers, equipment manufacturers and other service providers.

Thank you for considering this letter of support. Please feel free to contact Jeffrey Leahey at
202-750-8403 if you have any questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

W, @“93

Malcolm Woolf
President and CEO



29

THE PEREGRINE FUND

SERVING BIRDS OF PREY WORLDWID

Headquarters Arizora Field Office Africa Field Office Madagascar Field Office South America Field Office
World Center for Birds of Prey P.O. Box 6123 PO. Box 45111 aP 413 Casitia 17-17-1044

5668 West Flying Hawk Lane Marbla Canyon, AZ Nairobi, Kenya 00100 Antananarivo {101} Quito

Boise, 1D 83702 136 Madagascar Ecuador

United Stetes of America
L 2083623716

14 August 2019

The Honorable Sen. John Barrasso, Chairman
The Honorable Sen. Thomas Carper, Ranking Member
US Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works

RE: Nomination of Ms. Aurelia Skipwith as Director, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper,

The Peregrine Fund has worked with Ms. Aurelia Skipwith in support of US Fish and Wildiife Service
efforts to restore Endangered Species for the past two years. We greatly appreciate her enthusiasm and
understanding of the need for private sector partnerships in working together to restore our
Endangered wildlife heritage. Aurelia’s substantial first-hand experience understanding landowner and
local government needs and concerns coupled with her background in biology provides her a
comprehensive background for addressing Endangered Species Recovery.

The Peregrine Fund has worked closely since our founding 50 years ago with our most Important
domestic partner — the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Five decades ago we began an effort together to
recover the Peregrine Falcon. In 1999 we celebrated the Recovery and Delisting of the Peregrine Falcon.
Today The Peregrine Fund is partnered with the Fish and Wildlife Service in an effort to Recover the
Catifornia Condor, Aplomado Falcon and Puerto Rican Sharp-shinned Hawk. Ms. Skipwith's

experience with and commitment to Recovery of Endangered Species can serve to restore health to at
risk species throughout the US and worldwide. if confirmed, we very much look forward to continuing to
work with Ms. Skipwith in our partnership to steward our magnificent wildlife heritage.

Sincerely yours,

Q. Sr gk

Richard T. Watson
President & CEC, The Peregrine Fund
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August 15, 2019
The Honorable John Barrasso The Honorable Tom Carper
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Environment and Public Works Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Re: Nomination of Ms. Aurelia Skipwith as Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

The President’s nomination of Aurelia Skipwith as Director of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service is great news for American agriculture. She understands the needs of America’s
farmers and ranchers and the critical balance required to promote effective wildlife conservation
and to foster an innovative and productive agricultural economy. The American Farm Bureau
Federation supports the swift confirmation of Ms. Skipwith.

Ms. Skipwith’s substantial understanding of the public and private sectors make her an excellent
choice for leadership at FWS. Her experience serving as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish,
Wildlife and Parks at the Department of the Interior, combined with her background as a scientist
and conservationist, position her well to lead the agency to conserve, protect, and enhance fish,
wildlife, plants and their habitats.

AFBF urges members of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee to advance this
nomination as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
Sy L
Zippy Duvall

President
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1300 Fitst Steeet, NE, Suite §25

r “‘a The voice of fish and wildlife agencies
sl Wash DC 20002
N T AT Pashiagton, DG 2
ASSOCIATION of Phone: 202-838-3474

FISH & WILDLIFE Fas 202-350-9869
AGENCIES Email info@fishwildife org

August 19, 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso, Chairman
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Thomas Carper, Ranking Member
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

I am writing on behalf of the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies {Association} in
support of the nomination of Ms. Aurelia Skipwith to serve as the Director of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS). The Association's mission is to support and advocate for the work of
state fish and wildlife agencies and to assist those agencies in delivering science-based resource
management in collaboration with public and private partners. All 50 states are members.

State fish and wildlife agencies have a long-standing, collaborative relationship with federal
partners for managing the fish and wildlife resources and habitats of our great nation. The USFWS,
in particular, is an important partner for conservation planning and delivery for migratory birds,
threatened and endangered species, invasive species, fish and aquatic habitats, and wetlands
systems, including those of the National Wildlife Refuge system. At a national scale the Association
interacts daily with the senior leadership of the USFWS on such issues from a policy and regulatory
perspective. In recent years, state fish and wildlife directors have met with senior leaders of the
USFWS to discuss mutual policy interests, to enhance communications, and to advance positive
conservation outcomes. In sum, we have considerable interest in this appointment.

We have worked with Ms, Skipwith, as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks, on a variety of issues. We have found her to be an able, accessible, and effective
communicator who is interested in, and responsive to, working with state fish and wildlife agencies.
Indeed, Ms. Skipwith, with her science and policy background, her earnest interest in fish and
wildlife conservation, and the value she places on partnerships and collaboration, leads the
Association to believe she will be an effective national conservation leader. We look forward to
working with her and we commend her to you for timely confirmation action.

Thank you in advance for considering this letter of support for Ms. Aurelia Skipwith.

Sincerely,

—Cod
Ed Carter
President

v fishwildlife.ocg
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NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION
113315th Street NW, Suite 1000

Washington, DC 20005

P202.857-0166 | ¥ 202:857-0162 1 niwliorg

August 19, 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso, Chairman

The Honorable Thomas Carper, Ranking Member

Senate Committee on the Environment and Public Works
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

Fhave beena friend and colleague of Aurelia Skipwith during her tenure at the 1.8, Department
of Interior (DOT). She has been a very positive influence. and has now shown an interest in
expanding her role as the Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Aurelia has proven that she is'a strong professional with strict ethical principles. She lives those
principles every day-at DOL have watched her commit herself to more fully ledring and
appreciating the complex issues of resource management, species recovery and the protection of
our Nation’s wildlife, In addition, I have seen her work with career proféssionals to guide-and
inspire us to-all work toward larger goals to make our Nation even better.

Aurelia should be given every consideration as you work to réview her nomination. Her
willingness to serve our country is both admirable and honest. 1have enormous respect for her
and heraccomplishments, Tlook forward to continuing to-work with her should her confirmation
be conipleted.

Thank you for your consideration and please let me know if T can be of any assistance.

‘With best wishes;

= N Y

Jeff Trandatl
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Pahrump Office

Nye County Government Center
2100 E: Walt Witliams Diive
Sisite 100

Pahmmp, NV 89048

Phone {7733 7317075

Fax (775) 7517093

Board of County
Commissioners
Nye County, Nevada

Tonopah Office

Nye County Courthousi:
William P Beko Justive Facility
PO Box 153

Tonopah, NV 85049

Phone (775) 482-8191

Fax (775y482-8198

August 20,2019

The Honorable John Barrasso
Chairman
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

410 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington; DC 20510

The Honorable Tom Carper

Ranking Member

Committes on: Envitonnient and Public Works
United States Senate

456 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Subject: Letter of Support for Aurelia Skipwith

Dear Chatrman Baitasso and Ranking Member Carper:

As you know, Presidént Trump has iominated Aurelia Skipwith to be the Director of the U.S,
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and your-committee will be reviewing herrecord and
qualifications to be confirmed for that position. On behalf of the Nye County, NV Board of
Commissioners, I am writing to express our strong support for her confirmiation. We believe
“that Ms. Skipwith has a tisiguie set of skills that would make her an ideal Director of the
FWS. We urge you to vote in favor of her nomination and to get her confirmation through

the full Senate as soon as possible.

Nye County. is 98 percent federal fand. Asaresult, the County and our residents are
constantly intefacting with the federal land agencies, including the FWS, the Bureau of Land
Management, and the U.S. Forest Service: We understand the need to balance the interests of
economic development and environmerital profection.. We appreciate when our federal
partners also understand the need fora balanced approach to land management.

Ms, Skipwith understands this. She has a scientific background, private sector experierice
and has worked at three federal agencies. This includes the U'S. Agency for International
Developmeiit, U.S; Department of Agriculture and, most recently, as the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Interior for Fish and Wildhife and Parks. This public-private background is
exactly what is needed to balance the needs of economic development and the environment.
For too long, development in the West has been chocked off by Washington bureaucrats that

donot know how 10 achieve this balance.

Our support is not just based on her resume, Earlier this year; a delegation of Nye County
Commissioners was in DC to talk to federal land managers-about some difficult lands issues.

19-0315LB Nye Couity is-ant Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider
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Letter of Support-for Aurelia Skipwith
August 20,2019
Page2

We met with Deputy Assistant Secretary Skipwith. She listened to our concerns and
understoed our point of view. She did not just give is what we wanted, but instead worked
with us to make sure that-our interests were heard and balanced with other competing
interests: We believe the proposed solution will allow crucial development in Nye County
while protecting an endangered species located on the land.

We fully understand that we will not always get what we want. But we do expect that our
concerns will be heard and that federal officials will work with tis and show the flexibility to
entertain innovative solutions to tands issues. Ms. Skipwith demonstrated those skills. For
that reason; we strongly support her nomination to be the Director of the Fish and Wildlife
Service.

|

!

Sincerely,

ﬁj:;? %}t .

Leo %iuﬁdo,
Nye County Commissioner, District 4

LB/RS

19:0315LB Nye County is an Equal Opportunity Emploverand Provider-
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Colone! John Domenech, Ph.D (USA-RET) August 20, 2019
29332 Forrestal Avenue
Big Pine Key, Florida 33043

The Honorable. John Barrasse, MD The Honorable Themas R. Carper
Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Environment & Public:Works Senate Environment & Public Works
Comm. Comm. »

410 Senate Dirksen Office Building 410 Senate Dirksen Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chalrman Barrasso and Ranking Merriber Carper:

The purpose of this memo is to uneduivocally endorse the nomination of Ms. Aurelia
Skipwith to be Directer, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

As a resident of the Florida Keys and a Trustee of The College of the Florida Keys, |
know the importance of the USFWS as it manages, studies and ensures sustainability
of our fragile resources for future generations fo enjoy. The USFWS is also vital o the
college as a resource due to our renowned educational and workforce training
opportunities associated with the maring environment. To enhance those offerings, we
recently initiated a Bachelor of Science in Marine Resource Management-and
Conservation and | have personaily spokeh to Ms. Skipwith as to how the college relies
upon the USFWS for its success and she assures me that such support will unabatedly
continye.

Ms. Skipwith is well-suited to serve as USFWS director due to her diverse background
in‘the private sector, biclogy, law and public setvice. In addition to working with her on
the importance of USFWS impact on the college, we have discussed the endangered
species management program as it relates to a number of Florida Keys species on that
list--including the tiny Florida Key Deer which roam freely around my home on Big Pine
Key. In that regard, 1 believe Ms. Skipwith is-the right choice to guide the agency, in the
best inferests of US citizens, with balance as it tackles the contentious issue of removal
of certain species from the threatened and endangered species list whether that species
is a Florida panther in the Everglades, grey wolf in the Great Lakes area, Grizzly bear in
around Yellowstone National Park or the Bear-paw poppy In the Mojave Dasert.

It is my hope thatthe United States Senate will approve her nomination. In the
meantime, | will continue to work with this fine public servant as she balances
competing public demands oni issues facing the USFWS. | am confident that she. will
make-the right- decisions for this and many generations to follow.

With kind. regards,W
S 1or

Colonel John Domenech, Ph.D (USA-Ret)
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South Dakota
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY \:é/j

August 20,2019

‘The Honorable John Batrasso The Honorable Tom Carper
Chairman Ranking Member
Cominittee on Bnvitoniment Comumittee on Environment:
and Public Works and Public Works

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Meraber Carper:

The South Dakota Chamber of Commerce and Industry supports the nomination of Aurelia
Skipwith to be Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) at the U:S. Department of the
Interior (DOT). - Ms. Skipwith is highly qualified to serve Inthis rele and we look forward to the
Senste Environment and Public Works Conmiittee advancing her nomination to the full Senate
for confirmation.

Ms. Skipwith has a distinguished career as a public servant and s an expert on fish, wildlife, and
natural habitat policy and regulation. Ms, Skipwith currently serves as DOU's Deputy -Assistant
Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, and has worked closely with stakeholders to provide
appropiiate guidance for implemeriting sound federal policy regarding the management and
conservation of public lands and wildlife.

Ms. Skipwith visited South Dakota at our invitation to be the keyriote speaker for the 2018
Business Day at the Legislature. Her address and insights about the goals of the Truinp
Administration for the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks impressed business leaders,
legislators and members of the Governor’s cabinet:

Ms: Skipwith took the time to visit 2 nuinbeér of national parks while she was in South Dakota to
learn more about how the Department of Interfor worked “omn the ground”. Being in a remote
part-of the countey, her willingness to-make thoge visits was very much appreciated.

Ms. Skipwith’s confirmation would provide FWS with the key leadership and experience needed
at DOT fo-manage important fedéral policies. As sich, we urge you to swiftly act-on Ms:
Skipwith’s nomination,

Respecifully,

David Owen
President

PO Box 190 +:222 £, Capiiol, Ste 15

Fiarre, South Dakata 575010180

PH, 805,224 8161 ».1.800 742.8112
wwiw.sdchamberbiz

CC: Senator John Thine, Sexator Mike Roimds

CSouth Dabeota Brsiness
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September 6, 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso, MD The Honorable Thomas R. Carper
Chairman, Senate Environment & Public Ranking Member, Senate Environment
Works Committee & Public Works Committee

410 Senate Dirksen Office Building 410 Senate Dirksen Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

I am writing on behalf of the geothermal industry to express our support for the
confirmation of Ms. Aurelia Skipwith to be the next Director of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

The Geothermal Resources Council is a non-profit professional association for the
geothermal industry and community in the United States and abroad. We were founded in
1972 and are headquartered in Davis, California. We have over 1,300 members from
around the world and are working to advance our industry by supporting the development
of geothermal energy resources through communication of robust research, knowledge
and guidance.

Those members of the Geothermal Resources Council who have worked with Ms.
Skipwith as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks believe her to be
a dedicated, diligent, non-ideological and extremely talented public servant. We think her
three university degrees in science and law will serve her well as she seeks to balance
economic and environmental concerns to forge favorable wildlife conservation outcomes
while enforcing the nation’s wildlife laws. In short, we believe Ms. Skipwith would
make an outstanding Director and we urge you to approve her confirmation.

Thank you for your consideration, ,and please feel free to contact me at

wpettitt@mygeocenergy.org with any questions.
o A

Will Pettitt, PhD
GRC Executive Director

Respectfully,

P.0. Box 1350, Davis, California 95617-1350 e 630 Pefia Drive, Suite 400, Davis, California 95618
Phone (530) 758-2360 e Fax(530) 758-2839 e grc@geothermal.org



Protect The Harvest
August 26, 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso, Chairman

U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington D.C. 20510

The Honorable Thomas R. Carper, Ranking Member
LS. Senate Environment and Public Works Commitiee
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Chalrman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

We at Protect The Harvest would like to express our support for the confirmation of Aurelia Skipwith as
Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. While her background, education, and experience tyualify
her greatly for the position, her professionalism and dedication to excellence are what truly set her
apart,

We know Ms, Skipwith to be astute and insightful regarding the issues we face. With many interests at
stake, we trust that her experience in both the public and private sectors, combined with her education
in molecular binlogy and law, will make her a highly valuable asset not only to the Service, but to the
people and places she serves.

Ms, Skipwith has done an outstanding job as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks,
and has come to be known for her dedication to balancing environmental and economic considerations
in her collaborations with stakeholders. She understands the many complexities and interrelations of
the science and laws involved in policy-making, and she pe the critical thinking skills and common
sense to identify potential repercussions, and then to sffectively manage them if necessary,

Protect The Harvest respectfully urges you to confirm Ms. Skipwith as Director of the U.S. Fish and
Wwildiife Service, and we thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Forrest Lucas

Founder, Executive Divector

Protect The Harvest

Protect The Hacvest
Forrest Lucas

Founder, Executive Direttor
www.protecﬁhehqrvestccm
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PURDUE Office of the President

September 9, 2019

Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate :

410 Dirksen Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

On behalf of Purdue University, I am pleased to support the nomination of Aurelia Skipwith for Director of
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in the Department of Interior. I am confident, if approved,
Ms. Skipwith will make outstanding contributions to the mission and objectives of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

Along with the Master of Science in molecular genetics she eamned from Purdue University, she holds a
Juris Doctor from the University of Kentucky. The combination of science, civics, and law provide the
necessary educational foundation and perspective to serve the USFWS responsibly as Director. She has
built a robust career in environmental science, agriculture, and conservation in both the private and public
sectors. This broad experience with many diverse conservation stakeholders has provided her ample
context from which to move the mission of USFWS forward.

Ms. Skipwith is the current Deputy Assistant Secretary of Interior for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks at the
Department of the Interior. Among her many accomplishments while at the Department of Interior, Ms.
Skipwith expanded access for hunting and fishing, recognized Urban National Wildlife Refuges, and
designated sites on the African American Civil Rights Network. I am confident she will serve the
Department of the Interior well as Director of USFWS.

On behalf of Purdue University, I appreciate the opportunity to promote Ms. Skipwith as an outstanding
Boilermaker and civil servant. I encourage you to consider Ms. Skipwith’s nomination favorably and
confirm her as the Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Sincerely,

Mitchell E. Daniels Jr.
President

Hovde Hail, Room 200 | 610 Purdue Mali | West Lafayette, iN 47607-2040 oy B Y
(765) 494-9708 | Fax: (765} 484-7875 iﬁ i
4 UKIVER Ty
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P.O.Box 216 Klamath Falls, OR 97601
Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  (541)-892-6244 www familyfarmalliance.org

September 10, 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso, Chairman

U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Thomas R. Carper, Ranking Member
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

I am writing on behalf of the Family Farm Alliance in support of the nomination of Ms. Aurelia
Skipwith to be the next Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service).

The Alliance is a grassroots organization of family farmers, ranchers, irrigation districts and allied
industries in 16 Western states. The Alliance is focused on one mission: To ensure the availability of
reliable, affordable irrigation water supplies to Western farmers and ranchers. We are also committed
to the fundamental proposition that Western irrigated agriculture must be preserved and protected for a
host of economic, sociological, environmental and national security reasons — many of which are often
overlooked in the context of other national policy decisions.

Over the past several years, we have had the pleasure of working with Ms. Skipwith on our issues at
the Department of the Interior. The Alliance believes Ms. Skipwith will bring a level of practical
experience and intelligence, an understanding of the issues affecting Western farmers and ranchers,
and a long-term vision for the future of the West to this important position in the Trump
Administration. She has our complete support for this position.

1 respectfully request your support for the Senate confirmation of Ms. Skipwith to become the Director
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. We know she will serve our Nation well in this important
position,

Dan Keppen
Executive Director
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

NEIL L. BRADLEY 1615 M STREET, NW
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT & WASHINGTON, DC 20062
CHIEF POLICY QFFICER (2062) 463.5310

September 11, 2019

The Honorable John Barrasso The Honorable Tom Carper
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Environment Committee on Environment
and Public Works and Public Works

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce supports the nomination of Aurelia Skipwith to be Director
of the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) at the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI). Ms. Skipwith is
highly qualified to serve in this role and we look forward to the Senate Environment and Public
Works Committee advancing her nomination to the full Senate for confirmation.

Ms. Skipwith has a distinguished career as a public servant and is an expert on fish, wildlife,
and natural habitat policy and regulation. Ms. Skipwith currently serves as DOI’s Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, and has worked closely with stakeholders to provide
appropriate guidance for implementing sound federal policy regarding the management and
conservation of public lands and wildlife. She has also worked for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and U.S. Agency for International Development.

In addition, Ms. Skipwith’s experience in the private and non-profit sectors has provided her
with the knowledge and expertise to implement federal policy objectives. For example, prior to her
time at DOI, she founded an agricultural value chain platform that united small farmers and
multinational buyers with the tools needed to meet the growing demand for food.

Ms. Skipwith’s confirmation would provide FWS with the key leadership and experience
needed at DOI to manage important federal policies. As such, we urge you to swifly act on Ms.
Skipwith’s nomination.

Sincerely,

YA

Neil L. Bradley

cc: Members of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
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Aurelia Skipwith is the Right Choice
Thursday, October 25, 2018

The Boone and Crockett Club today endorsed the nomination of Aurelia Skipwith as the new U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Director, Skipwith, an attorney and scientist, currently serves as deputy assistant secretary for fish, wildlife, and parks at the
U.S. Department of the Interior.

"This is a critical appointment because our fish and wildliife are critical natural resources to our nation,” said Paul Phiffips, co-
chairman of the Club's Conservation Policy Committee, "This might be stating the obvious, but the challenges facing our fish
and wildfife require a deepey dive than what just lies on the surface. Skipwith has proven she has the knowledge, expetience,
and energy to not just maintain, but enbance these resources for all Americans.”

"The Boone and Crockett Club has had a close relationship with the Fish and Wildlife Service dating back to 1805 when it was
named the Bureau of Biological Survey," explained James L. Cummins, also a co-chairman of the Boone and Crockett Club's
Conservation Policy Committee. "This was part of our founder, Theodore Roosevelt's strategy for wildiife conservation, the
establishment of expert agencies."

The Bureau of Biological Survey was one of the nation's first conservation and management agencies. In addition to studying
birds and mammals, the Survey's responsibilities included managing the nation's first wildlife refuges, controlling predators,
enforcing wildfife laws, and conserving dwindling populations of migratory birds. The Bureaus of Fisheries and Biological Survey
were transferred to the Department of the Interior in 1938, In 1940, they were combined and named the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service.

"t have had the privilege of working with Ms. Skipwith in her current capacity at the Department of the Interior,” Cummins added.
"The nation is fortunate fo be the beneficiary of her service.”
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e NRECA Jim Matheson

America's Electric Cooperatives Chief Executive Officer

November 8, 2018

The Honorable John Barrasso The Honorable Tom Carper

Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Environment & Public Works Committee on Environment & Public Works
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) supports the nomination of
Aurelia Skipwith to be the Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

NRECA is a national service organization for more than 900 not-for-profit rural electric
cooperatives providing affordable, reliable electricity to approximately 42 million people in 47
states across our nation. Rural electric cooperatives are small businesses, most of which serve
member-consumers, especially those in rural areas, facing significant economic challenges.
NRECA believes in responsible stewardship of America’s bountiful wildlife.

Ms. Skipwith’s background makes her an excellent choice to lead the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. She brings to the role unique and beneficial experience in both science and law. In the
past two years, as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks at the Department of
Interior, she has earned a reputation as a sound and reliable public servant. She will bring this
education and institutional knowledge to this prestiglous leadership position.

NRECA looks forward to the Senate Committee on Environment & Public Works advancing her
nomination to the full Senate for confirmation.

Sincerely,
ﬁsm )
CHO, NRECA
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HOWARD
UNIVERSITY

QFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

November 13, 2018

Senator John Batrasso

United States Senate

307 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Barrasso,

1 write to proudly endorse the nomination of Aurelia Skipwith as the Director of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

Ms. Skipwith is a distinguished alumna of Howard University having earned her bachelor of
science degree in biology before going on to achieve a master’s degree in molecular genetics
from Purdue University, and a law degree from the University of Kentucky. Her strong
academic credentials are matched by a distinguished professional career. Ms. Skipwith has
patlayed her significant experience in both the public and private sector to serve admirably as the
current Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks at the Department of Interior.

1t is no surprise that a range of stakeholders and organizations have applauded her nomination.
Trade groups, state attorneys general, and foundations have noted Ms. Skipwith’s professional
demeanor, pragmatism, open-mindedness, and thoughtful approach to the consequential and
complex challenges faced by the USFWS.

1 also note that Ms. Skipwith’s nomination bears historical significance. If confirmed, she would
be the first African American to hold this prestigious post. Please call on me if I can add
additional reasons for my wholehearted support for Ms. Skipwith’s prompt confirmation by the
United States Senate.

Excellence in Truth and Service,

e, S

Wayne A. I Frederick, M.D., MBA
President

2400 Sixth Street. NW » Suite {402
Washington. DC 20059

{202) 806-2300
Fax {202) 806-9243
www. howard, edu
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Mational Cattiemen's | i
Beef Association gs !

November 13, 2018

The Honorable John Bamasso, MD The Honorable Thomas R. Carper
Chairman Ranking Member

Environment and Public Works Committee Environment and Public Works Committee
United States Senate United States Senate

410 Dirksen Senate Office Building 410 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

The Public Lands Council (PLC), National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA), and American Sheep
Industry Association (ASI) wish to express our support of Aurelia Skipwith to be Director of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (FWS). PLC is the only national organization dedicated solely to representing the
roughly 22,000 ranchers who hold federal grazing permits and operate on federal lands. NCBA is the beef
industry’s largest and oldest national marketing and trade association, representing American cattiemen
and women who provide much of the nation’s supply of food and own or manage a large portion of
America’s private property. ASl has been the national trade organization representing the interests of
nearly 90,000 sheep ranchers located throughout the country who produce America’s lamb and wool
since 1865. ASl is a federation of forty-five state sheep associations representing a diverse industry

In her current role as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, Ms. Skipwith has been a
valued partner and honest broker in her dealings with the livestock industry. A holder of a Juris Doctor
from the University of Kentucky and a Master of Science degree in molecular genetics from Purdue
University, she has an educational background that exceeds the minimum qualifications for this role.
Additionally, her private sector experience in the legal and agricultural professions have prepared her to
address the diverse set of issues that will be under her purview if confirmed.

As part of their business operations, livestock producers do vital work that benefits fish and wildlife, as
well as the places they call home. They do this by improving water sources, revitalizing habltats, and
maintaining the open spaces that Americans enjoy. Having leaders at the Department of Interior who
understand the agriculture industry, and role it plays in the stewardship of America’s lands and species, is
vital to ensure the continuity of our national heritage.

PLC, NCBA, and ASI appreciate the opportunity to provide our input on behalf of our members - the
nation’s food and fiber producers. We strongly urge the swift confirmation of Aurelia Skipwith.

Sincerely,
Kevin D. Kester Bob Skinner Mike Com
President President President

National Cattlemen’s Beef Assn. Public Lands Council American Sheep Industry Assn.
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- University of

.%JK] K entu Cky College of Law
November 14, 2018

The Honorable Senator John Barrasso M.D. The Honorable Senator Thomas R. Carper

Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Environment and Public Works ~ Committee on Environment and Public
United States Senate Works

Washington, D.C. 20510 United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

T write this letter to strongly support the nomination of Aurelia Skipwith to serve as the next Director
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. I worked closely with Ms. Skipwith during her time as a student
at the University of Kentucky College of Law. 1 know that she possesses both the skillset and traits
that make ber prepared to serve as the next Director.

Ms. Skipwith was president of the International Law Society student organization while in law school.
She took great effort to engage the organization in programming and activities that enhanced the
academic experience of her fellow law students. Furthermore, Ms. Skipwith was one of four law
students who participated in a new tradition for the graduating class to give back to the school through
a class “Legacy Gift.” The first gift from this endeavor was a piece of artwork by a local artist that is
prominently displayed at the College of Law. Dean David Brennen also engaged Ms. Skipwith for
student input into a major marketing research and re-branding initiative for UK College of Law. After
her graduation, I continued to follow Ms. Skipwith’s career, especially during the time she worked in
Lexington, KY for Alltech.

Ms. Skipwith's career experience and academic background provide enough proof that she has the
skillset to grasp and resolve complex issues. Further, Ms. Skipwith was one of the most organized and
detail-oriented students with whom I had the pleasure of working. When managing programming or
needing assistance, she came to me in a timely manuer to understand the logistics, asked the right
questions and was open to any guidance I may have provided regarding her efforts. She was always,
and continues to be, professional, courteous, mature and a great representative for any agency where
she may work. Ihave said before, and will say again, that I am confident Ms. Skipwith will continue
to have a bright future ahead. She will be a great asset to our country in this Director position. T urge
you to approve her nomination.

truly yours,

om0 T |

Daniel P. Murphy, Jr. .
Assistant Dean of Community Engagemem & Diversity

seeblue.

620 South Limestone | Lexington, KY 40506-0048 | P: 8592571161 | F: 859-2533061 | lawukyedu
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Congress of the Hnited States St con o,
House of Representatives

Washingten, BE 20515 -2501

COMITTER O NATURAL RESOURCES

Snmnss o o s November 14, 2018
The Honorable John Barrasso The Honorable Tom Carper
Chairman Ranking Member
Environment and Public Works Environment and Public Works
U.8. Senate U.S. Senate
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building 410 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 ‘Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

1 am writing to extend my highest recommendation on behalf of Ms. Aurelia Skipwith as she
seeks confirmation to serve our nation as the new Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

Ms. Skipwith began her professional career as my constituent in St. Louis, Missouri. Since
that time, the trajectory of her career has continued to rise and expand. She is a
knowledgeable professional with a keen insight into policy and passion for science and its
use to improve lives.

Aurelia Skipwith is an ardent conservationist and will bring her skill set and enthusiasm to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Ms. Skipwith has helped lead many of the top Interior
Department priorities for the past year and a half including promoting the enjoyment of our
country’s public lands, expanding access for hunting and fishing, and leading the historic
effort to designate sites on the African American Civil Rights Network, a personal priority of
mine.

It has been my privilege and pleasure to know Ms. Skipwith, both as an extremely talented
individual and dedicated public servant. I find her to be knowledgeable, fair minded and
highly motivated, with a genuine dedication and commitment to her federal agency and its
mission. I state, without hesitation, she has the initiative and drive and most importantly, the
experience required to succeed as the new appointee to the position of Director of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.

1 strongly urge and recommend that Aurelia Skipwith be confirmed as the next appointee to
lead the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Please give her your utmost consideration. Thank
you for your time and attention, please feel free to contact me for more information.

Wm. Lacy Clay ? %/

Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED BAPER
S
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN ELK FOUNDATION

November 14, 2018

The Honorable John Barrasso, MD The Honorable Thomas R. Carper

Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Environment & Public Works Comm. Senate Environment & Public Works Comm.
410 Senate Dirksen Office Building 410 Senate Dirksen Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper,

The Rocky Mountain Etk Foundation (RMEF) is pleased to endorse the nomination of Ms.
Aurelia Skipwith to be Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

The USFWS is one of the most important federal agencies to RMEF and many other sportsmen
organizations. RMEF has a vested interest in many issues and decisions that come before the
agency, including implementation of the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation,
predator and threatened and endangered species management, ecological services and
administration of hunting access on certain federal lands.

M. Skipwith is well -suited 1o serve as USFWS Director. RMEF has enjoyed the opportunity to
work with Ms. Skipwith during her tenure as USFWS Deputy Assistant Secretary the past couple
of years. Ms. Skipwith has a diverse background with scientific and legal expertise. She is a
biologist and attorney with federal agency, private industry and nonprofit experience. This
profile indicates she will have the ability to balance the interests of wildlife (including game and
nongame species) with land and recreation management.

From RMEF’s perspective, the primary issue facing USFWS is removal of recovered species
from the threatened and endangered species list, such as grizzly bears in the Greater Yellowstone
and Northern Continental Divide Ecosystems and gray wolves in the Great Lakes states. We are
confident Ms. Skipwith will help guide the agency to work with Congress and state wildlife
agencies to ensure state management of these predators.

Thank you for the opportunity to endorse Ms. Skipwith’s nomination. T encourage you and
members of the Committee to contact me or my staff should you require additional information.

Sincerely,

L Do

R. Kyle Weaver
President & CEO

5705 Grant Creek R | Missoula, MT 89808-8248 | (800} CALL ELK | WWW.RMERORG
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

NEIL L. BRADLEY 1615 H STREET, NW
EXBCUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT & WasHINGTON, DC 20062
CHIEF POLICY OFFICHR {202) 463-5310
November 15, 2018

The Honorable John Barrasso The Honorable Tom Carper

Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Environment Committee on Environment
and Public Works and Public Works

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce supports the nomination of Aurelia Skipwith to be Director
of the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) at the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI). Ms. Skipwith is
highly qualified to serve in this role and we look forward to the Senate Environment and Public
Works Committee advancing her nomination to the full Senate for confirmation.

Ms. Skipwith has a distinguished career as a public servant and is an expert on fish, wildlife,
and natural habitat policy and regulation. Ms. Skipwith currently serves as DOT’s Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, and has worked closely with stakeholders to provide
appropriate guidance for implementing sound federal policy regarding the management and
conservation of public lands and wildlife. She has also worked for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and U.S. Agency for International Development.

In addition, Ms. Skipwith’s experience in the private and non-profit sectors has provided her
with the knowledge and expertise to implement federal policy objectives. For example, prior to her
time at DOI, she founded an agricultural value chain platform that united small farmers and
multinational buyers with the tools needed to meet the growing demand for food.

Ms. Skipwith’s confirmation would provide FWS with the key leadership and experience
needed at DOI to manage important federal policies. As such, we urge you to swiftly act on Ms.
Skipwith’s nomination.

Sincerely,

Mot

Neil L. Bradley

cc: Members of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee



THE MEMORIAL
FOUNDATION

“Builders of the Martin Lusher King, ir. Memerial®

November 20, 2018

The Honorable Senator John Barrasso M.D. The Honorable Senator Thomas R. Carper
Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Environment and Public Works Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senators:

i am Harry E. Johnson, Sr. President/CEO of The Memorial Foundation, formally The Martin Luther King,
Jr. National Memorial. At the Martin Luther King, ir. Memorial, | was responsible for raising over $127
million to build the Memorial.

 have known Ms. Skipwith for the past 2 years In her role as Deputy Assistant Secretary {DAS) for Fish
and Wildlife and Parks. When | first heard of her appointment to the Department of the Interior, | was
proud of the fact that she would be first person of color and a woman to hold such a distinguished
position. In her role, | came to know her as an advocate for me and The Memorial Foundation. She has
supported each program held at the MLK Memorial and has shared ideas on how to continue to make
the MLK Memorial much more relevant to the broader community. Ms. Skipwith has always been willing
to meet with National and Community Leaders not just to hear their concerns, but to also be an
advocate for them as well.....her appointment is well deserved and earned.

Now that she has been nominated to become the Director of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, I am
excited to write this letter on her behalf. Why am | excited? | am excited because she will be the first
Black Director and | know that she wiil bring with her the zeal and ability for helping others at the Fish
and Wildlife Service as well as help the environment.

I am sure with Ms. Skipwith’s diverse career background as a biologist and lawyer, and with her very
positive attitude she will be able to make a difference in the U. S. Fish and Wildiife Service, just as she
has done all across the Interior Department. In my humble opinion, Ms. Skipwith’s educational
background and her ability to lead people in a variety of settings and disciplines make her more than
qualified to serve in this capacity. She will serve our President and the citizens of the United States with
honor and distinction. | do hope that the committee advances her appointment.

I you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

A t/\{) i, A
Harry E/Johnsast Sr.
President/CEQ

WWW. ITHEMEMORIALFOUNIDATION.ORG
633 Pennsylvania Avenue NW Washington, DC 20004 Phone: (202) 737-5420
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curmnean THE CONFEDERATE
OF THE

SALISH AND KOOTENAT TRIBES
ATHEAD NATION
P.O.BOX 278
Pablo, Montana 59855
(406) 275-2700
FAX (406) 275-2806

narion V www.cskt.org
A Confederation of the Salish, A People of Visien
Pend & Oreille TRIBAL COUNCIL MEMBERS:
and Kootenai Tribes Ronald Trahan - Chafrman

Leonard W. Gray - Vice Chairman
Shelly R. Fyant - Secretary
Anita Matt - Treasurer
Len TwoTeeth
James Steele Jr.
Carole Lankford
. Dennis Clairmont

November 27, 2018 Charmel R. Gillin

Myrna L. DuMontier

Honorable John A. Barrasso, Chairman Honorable Thomas R. Carper, Ranking Member
Committee on Environment and Public Works  Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper,

On behalf of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (Tribes) I am writing to you in
support of the nomination of Ms. Aurelia Skipwith to be the Director of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service (Service). I understand that Tribal staff have had constructive discussions with her and
believe that she would be an effective leader for the Service. It is also my understanding that
Ms. Skipwith shares the Secretary’s views of Indian Self-Determination and Tribal Self-
Governance as being effective methods of Tocal control governance.

The Tribes have a large and active Natural Resources Department which has a long
history of cooperative work with the Service. Iam confident that, under Ms. Skipwith’s
leadership, the Seivice’s role as a productive Tribal partner would only grow.

I urge your Committee to recommend confirmation of Ms. Skipwith to be the next
Director of the ULS. Fish & Wildlife Service.

Thapk you,

s
7

Ronald Trahan,

[ Senator Jon Tester
Senator Steve Daines
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November 26, 2018

The Honorable John Barrasso, Chairman

The Honorable Thomas R. Carper, Ranking Member
Senate Commitiee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso, Ranking Member Carper, and Comumittee Members:

On behalf of Urban American Outdoors (UAQ) - a nongovernmental organization that inspires
conservation stewardship among families in urban areas through pational outreach and
community initiatives, including a nationally syndicated TV show which has reached millions - I
write to fervently express support for Deputy Assistant Secretary Aurelia Skipwith's nomination
as the next Director of the U.S. Fish and wildlife Service.

In her current position, Deputy Assistant Secretary Skipwith has championed our nation's
heritage of conservation stewardship. For example, at UAO's 2018 Urban Kids Fishing Derby
on the National Mall in Washington, DC, she addressed more than 300 family members
expressing her support for results-driven conservation stewardship events like our fishing derbies
which are held in communities across the country.

Deputy Assistant Secretary Skipwith, with her strong skills set and experience in the public and
private sectors, is well suited to lead the agency for which she has been nominated. Thus, I urge
you to approve her nomination as the Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

If any of you have any questions or need additional information, please have a member of your
staff contact me at uaotv@aol.com or (913) 334-5177. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Candice Price
Executive Director
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December 3, 2018

The Honorable Senator john
Barrasso M.D.

Chairman

Committee on Environment
and Public Warks

United States Senate

The Honorable Senator
Thomas R, Carper

Ranking Member
Committee on Environment
and Public Works

United States Senate

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

We write to express our strong support of the nomination of Aurelia
Skipwith to serve as the next Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service. Ms.
Skipwith has established a tremendously impressive track record working
with both the public and private sectors. Her diverse education and
background provides her with the unique skill set required to address the
many complex issues faced by the Fish and Wildiife Service.

Over the past year, we have worked closely with Ms. Skipwith in her
position as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks. Her
ability to think critically and derive common sense solutions that are based
on sound science has been clearly demonstrated in her actions. We have
partnered with Ms. Skipwith on numerous projects to restore our refuge
system infrastructure, provide access and change lives by creating a deep
respect, love and admiration for the outdoors.

We believe it is vitally important that the next Director of the Fish and
Wildlife Service not only possess strong leadership skills and the ability to
form public and private partnerships, but also the education and critical
decision making skills required to enact policies based on scientific
principles free from political and bureaucratic interference. Ms. Skipwith
meets and surpasses these qualifications and we urge you to approve her
nomination.

Sincerely and Respectfully,

Ao

Scott Vance
CEO and Executive Director
Union Sportsmen’s Alliance

UNION SKILLS. QOUTDOOR PASSION. COMMON PURPOSE.

4800 Northfield Lane + Spring Hill, TN 37174 « 877-872-2211 + www.UnionSportsmen.org ¢
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GoldenGate
Salmon Association

Lobbying Ties Between Westlands Water District and Aurelia Skipwith, Nominee to Head the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Uncovered

San Francisco -- The Golden Gate Salmon Association has discovered that Aurelia Skipwith, who has
been nominated to lead the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, has failed to disclose lobbying ties between
her former firm, Gage International, and the powerful Westlands Water District. This Wednesday, this
nomination will be heard by the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. At the head of
USFWS, Ms. Skipwith would oversee the development and implementation of the controversial £SA
biological opinion for the Central Valley Project that has come under scrutiny for blatant political
interference, including suppressing staff recommendations and reassigning dozens of biologists. Ms.
Skipwith’s resume lists Gage International as a former employer and her tastimony before the
committee describes Leo Giacometto, with Gage Intl, as her fiancée. Public records indicate that from
2004-2010, Gage Intl and Mr. Giacometto received over a half million dollars from Westlands and a
closely related group, the San Luis and Delta Mendota Water Authority.

Ranking Member Senator Thomas Carper asked Ms. Skipwith in an August 29 letter to disclose former
clients of Gage International who “may have interests before the U.S. government.” Ms. Skipwith's
response of September 10 fails to disclose Gage Intl’s longstanding fobbying on behaif of the Westlands
Water Distirct and the San Luis and Delta Mendota Water Authority.

In addition, the Department of the Interior has only posted a month and a half of Ms. Skipwith's
calendar. Yet even this limited information reveals many meetings regarding issues that the Westlands
Water District has a great deal of interest in, including reducing ESA regulation and the Fish and Wildlife
Service’s approval of Governor Brown’s twin tunnels {also known as WaterFix), and a restoration
requirement in the current FWS biclogical opinion for the Central Valley Project. Those meetings
included Paul Souza of the USFWS who reassigned 20-30 NMFS employees who had worked on the CVP
biological opinion. At the moment, it is not possible to know what an examination of Ms. Skipwith’s full
calendar would reveal.

The following is a statement of John McManus, president of the Golden Gate Salmon Association.

“The federal administration is leading an aggressive attack on the California salmon fishing industry and
on salmon fishing jobs on behalf of the Westlands Water District. Aurelia Skipwtih’s nomination is a
clear sign that this attack is accelerating. Westlands already has succeeded in having David Bernhardt,
their former lobbyist, appointed to be the Secretary of the Interior. Now the Senate is considering the
appointment of a former employee of a Westlands Water District lobbying firm as the director of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Ms. Skipwith's undisclosed ties to Westlands raise serious questions
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about her impartiality and her calendar clearly shows that she is deeply involved in issues in which
Westlands has a deep interest. Given the ongoing political interference in Bay-Delta ESA biological
opinions, these discoveries raise serious concerns about this nomination. The California salmon fishing
industry can smell this swamp all the way in California. We urge the Committee to vote down this
nomination or - at a minimum - to delay this hearing to allow additional investigation. Finally, we call on
Governor Newsom to sign SB 1, which would give him new tools to resist the Bay-Delta rollback that the
Trump Administration is planning to release soon."”

The Golden Gate Salmon Association (www . soldengatesalmon.org) is a coalition of salmon advocates
that includes commercial and recreational salmon fisherman, businesses, restaurants, a native tribe,
environmentalists, elected officials, families and communities that rely on salmon.

GGSA’s mission is to restore California saimon for their economic, recreational, commercial,
environmental, cultural and health values. GGSA serves the sport and commercial anglers, businesses,
conservationists and foodies that rely on salmon as a long-term, nutritious, sustainable resource.

Currently, California’s salmon industry is valued at $1.4 billion in annual economic activity in a normal
season. The industry employs tens of thousands of people from Santa Barbara to northern Oregon. This
is a huge economic bloc made up of commercial fishermen, recreational fishermen (fresh and salt
water), fish processors, marinas, coastal communities, equipment manufacturers, tackle shops and
marine stores,the hotel and food industry, tribes, and the salmon fishing industry at large. Salmon are
the keystone species that reflect the health of both their fresh and salt water environment.
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Senator BARRASSO. With that, the voting part of the business
meeting has finished. I appreciate the comments by Senator
Cramer as well as Senator Sullivan and Senator Whitehouse. Are
there any other members who would like to be recognized?

If not, I ask unanimous consent that the staff have the authority
to make technical and conforming changes to each of the matters
approved today. With that, the business meeting is concluded.

[Whereupon, at 9:42 a.m., the hearing was concluded.]

[Additional material submitted for the record follows:]
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EPW AMENDMENT FILING PROCESS

All amendments MUST be filed and time stamped by 9:15 a.m. on Tuesday,
September 24, 2019. EPW Committee rules require all first degree amendments be filed with
the Chairman of the Committee at least 24 hours before a business meeting. Please bring your
amendment(s) to the EPW Majority Front Office (SD-410) so they can be time stamped as soon
as they are received. Copies of the amendments will be available in SD-410.

To expedite the process of providing you with all the information, please do the following:
e Please also email a copy of your amendment(s) to sam_french@epw.senate.gov by 9:15

a.m. on September 24, 2019. Emailed amendments are not considered official
submissions. Hard-copies must be delivered by the deadline and time stamped.

e Provide 50 copies of your amendment(s) at time of filing on September 24, 2019. (Please
bring to SD-410.) If copies will not be completed by 9:15 a.m., please DO NOT wait for
all 50 copies, rather bring at least ONE copy to meet the deadline for time stamping.

e All copies of amendments must have a short summary stapled to the front upon
submission.

e Label the amendments as well as the summary page with the amendment number. All
amendments should be labeled with the bill number and the number of the amendment as
well as the Senator introducing the amendment. (Example: S. XXX, Barrasso #1).
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116TH CONGRESS
LR S, 2099

Mr.

To redesignate the Sullys Hill National Game Preserve in the State of
North Dakota as the White Horse Hill National Game Preserve.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JuLy 11, 2019

CRAMER (for himself and Mr. HOEVEN) introduced the following bill;

which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works

A BILL

redesignate the Sullys Hill National Game Preserve in
the State of North Dakota as the White Horse Hill
National Game Preserve.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
twes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “White Horse Hill Na-
tional Game Preserve Designation Act”.

SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF WHITE HORSE HILL NATIONAL
GAME PRESERVE, NORTH DAKOTA.
(a) REDESIGNATION.—The first section of the Act of

March 3, 1931 (46 Stat. 1509, chapter 439; 16 U.S.C.



59

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION
SAN DIEGO, CA
PCA-01-SD20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307, a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 164,000 rentable square
feet of space, including 100 official parking spaces, for the Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans
Benefits Administration, currently located at 8808, 8810, 8880, 8898 Rio San Diego Drive and 5715
Kearny Villa Road in San Diego, CA at a proposed annual cost of $7,052,000 for a lease term of up to 20
years, a description of which is attached hereto and by reference made part of this resolution, is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary,
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable, the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate, in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
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lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by
this resolution.

Chairman Ranking Member

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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2
674a), is amended by striking “Sullys Hill National Game
Preserve” and inserting ‘““White Horse Hill National Game
Preserve”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 2 of the
Act of March 3, 1931 (46 Stat. 1509, chapter 439; 16
U.S.C. 674b), is amended by striking “Sullys Hill Na-
tional Game Preserve” and inserting ‘“White Horse Hill
National Game Preserve”.

(¢) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, map, reg-
ulation, document, paper, or other record of the United
States to the Sullys Hill National Game Preserve shall be
considered to be a reference to the “White Horse Iill Na-

tional Game Preserve’.

*S 2099 IS



62

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY
CHICAGO, IL
PIL-01-CH20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307, a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 184,042 rentable square
feet of space, including 32 official parking spaces, for the Department of Health and Human Services,
Department of Commerce, and the Federal Housing Finance Agency, for a proposed maximum leasing
rate of $7,166,595 for a lease term of up to 3 years, a description of which is attached hereto and by
reference made part of this resolution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary,
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable, the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate, in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
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the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by
this resolution.

Chairman Ranking Member

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
KANSAS CITY, MO
PMO-02-KC20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307, a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 204,607 rentable square
feet of space, including 104 parking spaces, for the Department of Transportation and the Department of
Veterans Affairs, Veterans Health Administration, at a proposed annual cost of $4,982,181 for a lease
term of up to 5 years, a description of which is attached hereto and by reference made part of this
resolution, is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary,
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable, the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate, in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during



65

the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by
this resolution.

Chairman Ranking Member

Adopted: September 25, 2019



66

UNITED STATES SENATE - OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
NOMINATION REFERENCE AND REPORT RECEIPT

REFERRED TO' COMMITTEE: Environment and Public Works HSOB-407
DATE DELIVERED: June 24, 2019 TRANSMITTED BY E-MAIL

Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board
PN887

Katherine Andrea Lemos, of California, to-be a Member of the Chemical Safety and
Hazard Investigation Board for a term of five years, vice Mark A. Griffon, resigned.
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NOMINATION REFERENCE AND REPORT
PN887
AS IN EXECUTIVE SESSION,
SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
June 24, 2019.

Ordered, That the following nomination be referred to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works:

Katherine Andrea Lemos, of Califoriia, to-be a Member of the Chemical Safety and
Hazard Investigation Board for a term of five years, vice Mark A. Griffon, resigned.

, 2019,

(Dats)

Reported by Mr. Barrasso

{Signature)

with the recommendation that the nomination be confirmed.

O The nominee has agreed to respond to requests to appear and testify before any
duly constituted committee of the Senate.
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%M Katherine Andrea Lemos, of

California, to be a Member of the Chemic¢al Safety and Hazard
Investigation Board for a term of five years, vice Mark A.

Griffon, resgigned.

DONALD J. TRUMP
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UNITED STATES SENATE - OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
NOMINATION REFERENCE AND REPORT RECEIPT
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE: Environment and Public Works HSOB-407
DATE DELIVERED: July 17,2019 TRANSMITTED BY E-MAIL
Departiment of the Interior
PN964

Aurelia Skipwith, of Indiana, to be Director of the United States Fish and Wildiife Service,
vice Daniel M. Ashe, resigned.



70

NOMINATION REFERENCE AND REPORT

PNS64
AS IN EXECUTIVE SESSION,
SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
July 17, 2019.

Ordered, That the following nomination be reférred to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works:

Aurelia Skipwith, of Indiana, to.bé Director of the. United States Fish and Wildlife Service,
vice Daniel M. Ashe, resigned.

,2018.

(Date)

Reported by Mr. Barrasso

(Signature)

with the recommendation that the nomination be confirmed.

B The nomineé has agreed to respond to requests to appear and testify before any
duly constituted committee of the Senate.
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vice Daniel M. Ashe, resigned.

DONALD J. TRUMP
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UNITED STATES SENATE - OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
NOMINATION REFERENCE AND REPORT RECEIPT

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE: Environment and Public Works HSOB-407

DATE DELIVERED: July 22, 2019 TRANSMITTED BY E-MAIL
Chemical Safety and Hazard Invéstigation Board
PN971
Katherine-Andrea Lemos, of California, to be Chairperson of the Chemical Safety and

Hazard Investigation Board for-aterm of five years, vice Vanessa Lorraine Allen.
Sutherland, resigned.
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NOMINATION REFERENCE AND REPORT
PN871

AS IN EXECUTIVE SESSION,

SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
July 22, 2019.

Ordered, That the following nomination be referred to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works:

Katherine Andrea Lemos, of California, to be-Chairperson of the Chemical Safety and

Hazard Investigation Board for a term of five years, vice Vanessa Lorraine Allen Sutherland,
resigned.

. 2019.

{Data}

Reported by Mr. Barrasso

(Signature)

with the recommendation that the nemination be confirmed.

O The hominee has agreed to respond to requests to appear and testify before any
duly constituted committee of the Senate.
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
ALBUQUERQUE, NM
PNM-01-AL20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307, a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 168,000 rentable square
feet of space, including 689 official parking spaces, for the Social Security Administration currently
located at 500 Lead Avenue SW and 410 Lead Avenue SW in Albuquerque, NM at a proposed annual
cost of $4,704,000, for a lease term up to 20 years, a description of which is attached hereto and by
reference made part of this resolution, is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary,
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable, the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate, in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
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lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by
this resolution.

Chairman Ranking Member

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
U.S. SECRET SERVICE
BROOKLYN, NY
PNY-02-BR20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307, a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 94,000 rentable square
feet of space for the Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Secret Service, currently located at 335
Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY at a proposed annual cost of $6,110,000 for a lease term of up to 20 years, a
description of which is attached hereto and by reference made part of this resolution, is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary,
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable, the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate, in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
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lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by
this resolution.

Chairman Ranking Member

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
NEW YORK, NY
PNY-02-NY20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307, a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 65,796 rentable square
feet of space, including 7 official parking spaces, for the Department of Education currently located at 32
Old Slip, New York, NY, at a proposed cost of $4,342,536 for a lease term of up to 5 years, a description
of which is attached hereto and by reference made part of this resolution, is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary,
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable, the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate, in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.
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Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by
this resolution.

Chairman Ranking Member

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
SOUTH HAMPTONS ROAD, VA
PVA-01-HA20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307, a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 215,000 rentable square
feet of space, including 1,050 official parking spaces, for the Veterans Health Administration, at a
proposed annual cost of $9,030,000 for a lease term of up to 20 years, a description of which is attached
hereto and by reference made part of this resolution, is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary,
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable, the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate, in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
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lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by
this resolution.

Chairman Ranking Member

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
FREDERICKSBURG, VA
PVA-01-VA19

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307, a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 364,831 net usable
square feet of space, including 2,600 official parking spaces, for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
currently located in Fredericksburg, VA, at a proposed annual cost of $14,844,973 for a lease term of up
to 20 years, a description of which is attached hereto and by reference made part of this resolution, is
approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary,
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable, the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate, in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
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lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Chairman Ranking Member

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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JOHN BARRASSO, WYOMING, CHAIRMAN

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOM, THOMAS R. CARPER, DELAWARE
SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO, 'vsv\lm.mm BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, MARYLAND
BERNARD SANDERS, VERMONT
b HELDON WHITEHOUSE. RHODE ISLAND
GON

KEVIN CRAMER,
MIKE BRAUN, INDI,
MIKE ROUNDS, SOI H o-\xoh
DAN SULLIVAN, Al

Mnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6175

RICHARD SHELBY.
JONI ERNST, IOWA

RICHARD M. RUSSELL. MAJORITY STAF
MARY FRANCES REPKO, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION
SAN DIEGO, CA
PCA-01-SD20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307, a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 164,000 rentable square
feet of space, including 100 official parking spaces, for the Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans
Benefits Administration, currently located at 8808. 8810, 8880. 8898 Rio San Diego Drive and 5715
Kearny Villa Road in San Diego. CA at a proposed annual cost of $7,052,000 for a lease term of up to 20
years, a description of which is attached hereto and by reference made part of this resolution. is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants. if necessary.
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable. the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus. except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further. that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate, in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information,

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office. regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease. to directly participate in. or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease. the lease shall be void. except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
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lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benetit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity:
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further. that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by

this resolution.

Ranking Member V

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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JOHN BARRASSO, WYOMING, CHAIRMAN
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ROGER WICKER, MISSISSIPP( EDWARD J. MARKEY, MASSACHUSETTS

RICHARD SHELBY, ALABAMA TAMMY DUCKWORTH, ILLINOIS COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS
JONI ERNST, IOWA

CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, MARYLAND
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6175

RICHARD M. RUSSELL, MAJORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY
CHICAGO, IL
PIL-01-CH20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307. a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 184,042 rentable square
feet of space, including 32 official parking spaces. for the Department of Health and Human Services.
Department of Commerce, and the Federal Housing Finance Agency. for a proposed maximum leasing
rate of $7,166,595 for a lease term of up to 3 years. a description of which is attached hereto and by
reference made part of this resolution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary,
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable. the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate. in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
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the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable. to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof. is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by

this resolution.

Chair Ranking Member V

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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JOHN BARRASSO, WYOMING, CHAIRMAN.

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA THOMAS R. CARPER, DELAWARE
SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO, WEST VIRGINIA ~ BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, MARYLAND
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JONI ERNST, IOWA

Mnited States Denate
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6175
TAFF DIRECTOR
FF DIRECTOR

RICHARD M. RUSSELL, MALO/
MARY FRANCES REPKO, MINORITY

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
KANSAS CITY, MO
PMO-02-KC20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307. a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 204.607 rentable square
feet of space, including 104 parking spaces. for the Department of Transportation and the Department of
Veterans Affairs, Veterans Health Administration, at a proposed annual cost of $4,982,181 for a lease
term of up to 5 years, a description of which is attached hereto and by reference made part of this
resolution, is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary.
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable. the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate, in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary. and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease. to directly participate in. or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
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the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by

this resolution.

(& n Ranking Member V

Adopted: September 25. 2019



91

JOHN BARRASSO, WYOMING, CHAIRMAN
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Wnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6175

CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, MARYLAND

RICHARD M. RUSSELL. MAJORITY STAFF DIRECTOR
MARY FRANCES REPKO, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
ALBUQUERQUE,NM
PNM-01-AL20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307. a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 168.000 rentable square
feet of space. including 689 official parking spaces, for the Social Security Administration currently
located at 500 Lead Avenue SW and 410 Lead Avenue SW in Albuquerque, NM at a proposed annual
cost of $4,704.000. for a lease term up to 20 years. a description of which is attached hereto and by
reference made part of this resolution, is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary.
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable, the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus. except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate. in a timely manner. requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials. without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential. proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office. regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease, the lease shall be void. except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
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lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof. is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by
this resolution.

Ranking Member V

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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Nnited Dtates Senate

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6176

RICHARD M. RUSSELL, MAJORITY STAFF DIRECTOR
MARY FRANCES REPKO, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
U.S. SECRET SERVICE
BROOKLYN, NY
PNY-02-BR20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307, a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 94,000 rentable square
feet of space for the Department of Homeland Security. U.S. Secret Service, currently located at 335
Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY at a proposed annual cost of $6,110,000 for a lease term of up to 20 years, a
description of which is attached hereto and by reference made part of this resolution. is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants, if necessary.
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable. the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus. except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate, in a timely manner. requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials. without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential. proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
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lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by

this resolution.

Ch, n Ranking Member V

Adopted: September 25. 2019
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
NEW YORK, NY
PNY-02-NY20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF

THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307. a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 65,796 rentable square
feet of space, including 7 official parking spaces. for the Department of Education currently located at 32
Old Slip, New York, NY. at a proposed cost of $4.342.536 for a lease term of up to 5 years, a description
of which is attached hereto and by reference made part of this resolution, is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants. if necessary.
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable, the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate. in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials, without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential. proprietary. and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office, regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.
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Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof. is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by

this resolution.

Chai Ranking Member v

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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Nnited States Senate
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RICHARD M. RUSSELL, MAJORITY STAF
MARY FRANCES REPKO, MINORITY S

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
SOUTH HAMPTONS ROAD, VA
PYA-01-HA20

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307. a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 215.000 rentable square
feet of space, including 1.050 official parking spaces, for the Veterans Health Administration, at a
proposed annual cost of $9.030,000 for a lease term of up to 20 years. a description of which is attached
hereto and by reference made part of this resolution. is approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants. if necessary,
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable. the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus, except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution,

Provided further. that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate. in a timely manner, requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials. without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential, proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office. regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease. to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease, the lease shall be void. except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
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lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease. the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a foreign-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance. the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall not delegate to any other agency the authority granted by
this resolution.

Chaﬁ/v Ranking Member V

Adopted: September 25. 2019
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
FREDERICKSBURG, VA
PVA-01-VA19

RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS OF
THE UNITED STATES SENATE

that pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. § 3307. a prospectus providing for a lease of up to 364.831 net usable
square feet of space. including 2.600 official parking spaces, for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
currently located in Fredericksburg, VA. at a proposed annual cost of $14,844.973 for a lease term of up
to 20 years, a description of which is attached hereto and by reference made part of this resolution. is
approved.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes authority to execute an interim lease for all tenants. if necessary.
prior to execution of the new lease.

Provided, that to the maximum extent practicable, the Administrator of General Services shall require that
the procurement include energy efficiency requirements as would be required for the construction of a
federal building.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall require that the delineated area of the procurement is
identical to the delineated area included in the prospectus. except that, if the Administrator determines
that the delineated area of the procurement should not be identical to the delineated area included in the
prospectus, the Administrator shall provide an explanatory statement to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the United States Senate prior to exercising any lease authority provided in this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator shall provide to the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate. in a timely manner. requested documents
and information regarding this prospectus and resulting contractual materials. without redaction other
than redactions to exclude business confidential. proprietary, and/or procurement sensitive information.

Provided further, the Administrator of General Services may not enter into this lease if it does not contain
a provision barring any individual holding a Federally-elected office. regardless of whether such
individual took office before or after execution of this lease, to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that such provision provide that if this lease is found to have been
made in violation of the foregoing prohibition or it is found that this prohibition has been violated during
the term of the lease, the lease shall be void, except that the foregoing limitation shall not apply if the
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lease is entered into with a publicly-held corporation or publicly-held entity for the general benefit of such
corporation or entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this lease or approving a novation agreement involving a change
of ownership under this lease, the Administrator of General Services shall require the offeror or the
parties requesting the novation, as applicable, to identify and disclose whether the owner of the leased
space, including an entity involved in the financing thereof, is a foreign person or a forei gn-owned entity;
provided further, in such an instance, the Administrator of General Services shall notify the occupant
agency(ies) in writing, and consult with such occupant agency(ies) regarding security concerns and
necessary mitigation measures (if any) prior to award of the lease or approval of the novation agreement.

[ T ForrLange—

Ranking Member V

C

Adopted: September 25, 2019
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RYA19533 S.L.C.

I

Calendar No.

11670 CONGRESS
LRI S, 2099

[Report No. 116- ]

To redesignate the Sullys Hill National Game Preserve in the State of
North Dakota as the White Horse Hill National Game Preserve.

IN TIHHE SENATE OF TIE UNITED STATES

Juny 11, 2019

Mr. CRAMER (for himself and Mr. HOEVEN) introduced the following bill;
which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works

(legislative day, ),
Reported by Mr. BARRASSO, without amendment

A BILL

To redesignate the Sullys Hill National Game Preserve in
the State of North Dakota as the White Horse Hill

National Game Preserve.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Uniled States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “White Horse Hill Na-

[V B "N VS B S

tional Game Preserve Designation Act”.
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SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF WHITE HORSE HILL NATIONAL

GAME PRESERVE, NORTH DAKOTA.

(a) REDESIGNATION.—The first section of the Act of
March 3, 1931 (46 Stat. 1509, chapter 439; 16 U.S.C.
674a), is amended by striking “Sullys Hill National Game
Preserve” and inserting “White Horse Hill National Game
Preserve”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 2 of the
Act of March 3, 1931 (46 Stat. 1509, chapter 439; 16
U.S.C. 674b), is amended by striking “Sullys Hill Na-
tional Game Preserve” and inserting ‘““White Horse Hill
National Game Preserve”.

(¢) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, map, reg-
ulation, document, paper, or other record of the United
States to the Sullys Hill National Game Preserve shall be
considered to be a reference to the ‘“White Horse Hill Na-

tional Game Preserve’.
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I

Calendar No.

116TH CONGRESS
LR S, 2260
[ ]
[Report No. 116- ]

To provide for the improvement of domestic infrastructure in order to prevent
marine debris, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JUuLy 24, 2019

Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
BruMmeENTHAL, Mr. CooNs, Mr. MURPHY, and Mr. MERKLEY) introduced
the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee
on Environment and Public Works

(legislative day, ),
Reported by Mr. BARRASSO, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To provide for the improvement of domestic infrastructure

in order to prevent marine debris, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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1 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; DEFINITIONS.
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v pretetbber of profeets peesoien e P
Hves—

A to mmprove the eapeaeity; seearity; and
standards of operations for post-constmer -
terals mataement;

(B} to monitor and track how well peost-
consumer materials manacement entities ave
fanetionine: based on uniform and transparent
hetders;

()6 to identify the operationat challenses
of pest-consumer materials manasement: and

i vl b s e
hutions to these challences: and

(D} to ond intentionsl end snintentional
dividuals to improperly dispose of mumieipal

25 e dhed thee sdeesteese desetined e sartbeestion G
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rate storm sewer systems tnder seetton 402 of
the Federal Water Pollution Contrel et 55
B stornrwater managerent plas;
stormrwater mlets; at stornrwater outfalls; or 1 bod-
tes of waters
B providine edueation and ontreach relatine to
e e e e e e e
ated
5} monitoring or modeking peost-eonsumer ma-
e e e e e
e et



110

RYA19532 S.L.C.
8

1 SEC. 3. POST-CONSUMER MATERIALS MANAGEMENT STATE

2 REVOLVING FUNDS:

3 e et SrReeds e s o dhepnenpps oo

4 Foxps—

5 4 Ix epvEra—The EPA  Administrater

9 seeHeH—

10 L0 de st B fo oend pesie

11 eonsumer matertals manaeement; meludine mu-

12 Hiepal reeyelng progras;

13 SH e et Foes] semeie Bretrsebent o

14 therities 1 makine Hnprovements to loeal waste

15 Bt e —

16 £} to meet waste manacement stand-

17 nrdss porttetherds with respeet to sestets

18 bt stortfierthe below tetornd stnd-

19 atdss as determrited by the P Adbrins-

20 trator; and

21 i to Hiplement the steatess devel-

22 opied e seete e

23 {6 to deploy waste intereeptor teeh-

24 welootes; stebt os Sheash wheels™ and Bter

25 et o e P eebeeten and cher ok

26 e msebe foti e e
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R For smeh ether prpeses ws Hhe Y

£ Bemtrrr—Fe be chetble o recetre o
eapitalization bleck erant under this subseetion; &
Sterte sheH—

£ enter ito o eapitalization asreetnent
H: and

o emablinb w pPeecieates Sk
mahagement revolving State loan fand:

4 Prposrr—Ioinds fromr o enpitebration
Block erant to & State under this subseetion shall be
Srrtes

B Prrtob—Iands from « eapitalization bloek
erattt to & State ander this stbsection shall be avail-
able to the State for obhontionr—

frands are anthorizeds and
earry ont this seetion shall be allotted to States at

5} RenhorseNt—ony frands mot obhented
by & State by the last day of the pertod for which
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e ben Bk drehee Fosn eeprestres aind e
terest earted oft the amonntss shall be used only—

A for providing oans or loan guarattees:

o for eeeeeheed e b
payHients; or
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2 Epararions—hoans or loan suarantees
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tevtere et eotretts ereh Shrte thert s ertered
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the wtended uses of the amounts avatlable from the
state toat fund of the States
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29 & kst of the projeets to be earrted ont
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for the e of the fonds and
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Hrn deseription of the fimneinl statns of
term conts of the State loan fund

S e op ppesere— el St s fer wo-

bish- and periodiently apdates & Hst of projects in the
A the priority assiened to each projeet;
and
B to the maximum extent praetieables
L ey Moo —

b ek St denn Feed shed
be established: maintaineds and eredited with repay-
ton:

by bormepapaaen soppppeepap T e el
wtorEs o othe St for Ford of o SErte see bet
reguired for eurrent obligation or expenditure; the
tHons:
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senerally aecepted aeeotnting standards:

w2 epehy e aebrbeeris o Bk oo
mintstrator & report desertbing the activittes earrted
Hie State aHotients
aned ol other amonnts allotted to; the States 1 ae-
eordattee with procedires established by the Comp-
treother Geterrd of the Frited Sates
fot APPREEHARY oF FEprRE fove—
shall ensure that ol laberers and mechames em-
ploved on projects funded direetlys or assisted
selpoke e b s b o s Fern fod esebdieed
that those prevathne on projeets of & character st-
Fert e the foendite o deterttiied by the Seeretmss of
3+ of part & of subtitle H of title 40; Hnited States
Codes
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1 £ Aoy — Wt pespeet 1o the bebor

2 standards speeified i parasraph (b the Seeretary

3 of Tmbor shalt have the authority and fonetions set

4 forth i Reoreatmtion Plan dambered H of 1950

5 (64 Stat 1267 5 1LSC App) and seetion 3145 of

6 titte 40 Fnited States Code:

7 Hhe AEEHORESTRS oF Sebkobiriiree e hepe

U RS S e ] e S EHED e U

10 SEC. 4. GRANT PROGRAMS.

11 forb oo Concaepen Ao Mooy be

12 FRASFRECTERE GRANT PROGRAM—

13 H B avrt—The ERA Administeator

14 ey provide crants to units of loeal sovernment: -

15 et Frthess wid foend post-cotstier trrtertnts toat-

16 aoement entities—

17 2 o st those errRRes R bt d

18 PROVEHeHES H0 Post-cottstet Haterhds tee-

19 Hrett—

20 £} to meet waste manaeement stand-

21 avdss and

22 6 to implement the steatesy devel

23 oped under seetion 2a): and

24 (B} to suppert Hmprovemerts to loeal post-

25 eOtsHRer Materts Hanroements tehdtie tea-
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17
plastiess b ierofibers: from drinkine

weater; and

o ARy e bbb b peeeee o
erant under paragraph (s an appheant shell sab-
may provide grants to units of leeal eovernment Hn-
the Sefe Privkine Weater et (2 Fks 500 »s
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24 =eek to frprove the retoved of tero-
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2 Pt Hrehrdhte terottherss frott wrstermters
3 et

4 A beee e eted e set e
5 and suecess i reducing other polution sourees
7 other contaminants:

8 o Dby e e o e o
9 erant ander paragraph (b an appheant shell sub-
10 mit to the P Admbmstrator an appheation at
11 streh Hires Hrosteb Hrers o eotrbete steh e
12 Fortrrton s the R Adbtistentor tne redtires
13 R T L e

14 H B cevsre—The 3P Sedbrnistentor
15 ey provide grants to polittend subdivistons of States
16 ated wits of loend sovermment; Indian Fribess and
17 oot otertire—

18 £ to stpport projeets to rediree the ot
19 ty of sold waste 1 bodies of water by redue-
20 e the rtette of waste ot the sortees Hrebd-
21 e threneh anti-litter mitiatives;

22 e eebores Jeerd posteotarer e
23 thths Hrtrrsetett ot eess

24 {C) to mmplentent the solid waste provistons
25 of & natienal pollutant discharee elmination
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stormrwater mlets; at stormrwater outfally; or
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1 the Hederal Water Polhition Control et

2 o B et et mere

SR B BEEDY 0N BEPLRPOSING REASTIC SEASTRE 1N 1N

4 FRASTRUCTURE:

5 i b Grbret—The Seeretrrs of Frrtrsportation

6 freferred to 1 this seetton s the “Seeretms— and the

TR Sebiieerter sheh seck fo feberbe emter b ae e

8 e et e St Srerhebies of Steberreess Joies

O tneerine; and Medieire ander whieh the Neattonad Aead-

10 emtes wil—

11 H eomdret o st of Hhe fersthibite s adeis-

12 ability of tmovative ases of plastie waste i road-

13 wepets bitdeors wnd ether ofetenetiees atd

14 £2) as part of the study under paregraph H—

15 Y Hentify ternational exatples of—

16 ) the nse of matertals desertbed i

17 et prieretnphe s

18 {1 projects i which the ase of plastie

19 waste has been apphed;

20 3 sess the ecotottte benefits H s

21 neludine employment epportunities; to muntet-

22 palittes and States i hrvesting i innevative

23 tetise of phistte wmste e rrfeesteretrees e

24 (&) i the National Aeademtes eonsider

25 Faes dhersettbed B Bhed preseeph So b aebas-
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2 what Federal testine standards and other bar-
3 riers may need to be addressed to enable thoese
4 et brebte e weth eenpeet bo e B
5 herbh e sefetes

6  Reporr Regtib—ot fater then 2 venrs
T after the date of ennetirent of this et the Seeretary shall
8 b o S w pepet ot e ks eercheted s
9 subseetion o

10 L bR Pl —

11 H B erevera—H the dttormd Srendetites
12 cotrstder the tovntve tmes of phistie waste de-
13 sertbed t sthsection faH to be advisable: and the
14 Feeretrts noteess e Seeretney shelt esteblish o
15 ottt Proctit to eheotenee those tesess

16 S Prererseprodpess oo dhe B
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18 H; the Seeretms shal enres ont the erant prootats
19 boe sedretines thioreh o eomtprfiiee process got toee
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21 stbseetion {apd); each of which shall be loeated
22 & different reston of the United States:

23 £ REPoRP—vot tnter than 180 dass after
24 the date on which the last demonstration prejeet;
25 st eotpdered wnder permreeps £ Hhe Bees
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1 st shal st bo S w pepeb sSHREER

2 et the restbs of the detrorstention profects H-

3 ehadine—

4 (A} the total quantity of plastie waste redi-

5 e Pt e e b e

6 teres

7 B the dueability of the infrastrnetare

8 constraeted with plastie wastes and

9 {5 any eost savines achieved threueh the

10 tse of plastie waste i the demonsteation

11 prejeets:

12 o AEFEHORBATRRY G SRRR ORI RS — e

13 wee sthrosiead to e apprepairied ek s s s mees

14 essary to ety out this seetion:

15 SEGC. 6. STUDY ON OPTIONS TO ADVANCE TECHNOLOGIES

16 EOR  CONVERTING PLASTIC WASTE 1T0

17 CHEMICALS; EEEDSTOCKS, AND OTHER

18 PRODUCTS.

19 i By GEnERaE— T e PN Adiiistentor  shad

20 ek o ereE o e e Hee oot Do

21 entes of Seienees; Brotneerine and Medieine nnder which

22w dnberd Deemderiiton el comdret v shedhe on ot

23 to  advanee  technologies  (meluding  pyrelysis;

24 hydropyrolysis; methanolysis; gastfieation; and enzymatic
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1 4+ Reporr REQHREP—Not fater than 2 venrs
2 wtter the dute of the ermetirent of Hhis et the 3522 -
3 trrstertor shoad sabidt to Someress o teport on the stds
4 condueted nnder subseetion o) that tebndes—
5 o sebereemed deShisiten o Srsberepheees
6 thet entt be ndopted i1 federals sopported tron-
7 PO abe Pre amemssie s speeted 0r eone
8 whrreted b o edernd e
9 Pl peectrseteetorr ot s b
10 Ferhes Fecdbes sk ot eesteniss protoecks cebat-
11 e to Herophstes:
12 3HA) an assessment of whether mierophasties
13 e errrenty  present t the food  supphes ond
14 sottees of debtkdie wrter of Foited Stetes com-

15 stitetss ad

16 i e s e bk
17 5 prersttive—

18  the extent to which microplasties ave
19 prerent o e food sopdes s sobbees of
20 chettrhebte: werters ahd

21 fi an assesstent of the type; sotrees
22 prevalenee; and risk of nreroplasties i the food
23 stpphies s sottees of detrkite wrters

24 B an assessment of the risk poseds #f any by
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o e e erhrebestends resarrers st
of reevehidble ttertidss and
SECs 9 RERORT ON BECOMNOMIC [MCEMNIRLS 10O SPUR DI
VELOPMENT OF NEW END-USE MARKETS FOR
BECYCLED PLASTICS,

Not fater than 1 vear after the date of ennetment
oress o report deserthine the most efftetent and effective
st b e e e e rerersed meeeeked e
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; DEFINITIONS.

(a) SHORT TITLE—This Act may be cited as the
“Save Our Seas 2.0: Improving Domestic Infrastructure to
Prevent Marine Debris Act”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:

(1) EPA ADMINISTRATOR.—The term “EPA Ad-
manistrator” means the Admanistrator of the Enwvi-

ronmental Protection Agency.
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(2) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term “Indian Tribe”
has the meaning given the term “Indian tribe” in sec-
tion 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 US.C. 5504), without re-
gard to capitalization.

(3) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The term “non-
profit organization” means an organization that s
described in section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 and exempt from tax under section
501(a) of such Code.

(4)  POST-CONSUMER  MATERIALS  MANAGE-
MENT.—The term “post-consumer materials manage-
ment” means the systems, operation, supervision, and
long-term  management of processes and equipment
used for post-use material (including  packaging,
goods, products, and other materials), including—

(A) collection;

(B) transport;

(C) safe disposal of waste that cannot be re-
covered, reused, recycled, repaired, or refur-
bished; and

(D) systems and processes related to post-
use materials that can be recovered, reused, recy-
cled, repaired, or refurbished.

(5) STATE—The term “State” means—
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1 (A) a State;

2 (B) an Indian Tribe;

3 (C) the District of Columbia;

4 (D) a territory or possession of the United

5 States; or

6 (E) any political subdivision of an entity

7 described in subparagraphs (A) through (D).

8 (6) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term “Under Sec-

9 retary” means the Under Secrelary of Commerce for
10 Oceans and Atmosphere and Administrator of the Na-
11 tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
12 SEC. 2. STRATEGY FOR IMPROVING POST-CONSUMER MATE-
13 RIALS MANAGEMENT AND WATER MANAGE-
14 MENT.

15 (a) IN GENERAL.—Nol later than 1 year after the date
16 of enactment of this Act, the EPA Admanistrator shall, in
17 consultation with stakeholders, develop a strategy to im-
18  prove post-consumer materials management and infrastruc-
19 ture for the purpose of reducing plastic waste and other
20 post-consumer materials in waterways and oceans.
21 (b) RELEASE.—On development of the strategy under
22 subsection (a), the EPA Administrator shall—
23 (1) distribute the strategy to States; and
24 (2) make the strategy publicly available for use
25 by—



132

RYA19532 S.L.C.
30
1 (A) for-profit private entities involved in
2 post-consumer materials management; and
3 (B) other nongovernmenital entilies.
4 SEC. 3. SENSE OF THE SENATE FOR ISSUES TO BE IN-
5 CLUDED IN STRATEGY FOR POST-CONSUMER
6 MATERIALS MANAGEMENT AND WATER MAN-
7 AGEMENT.
8 It is the sense of the Senate that the straleqy under
9 section 2 should address, for the purpose of reducing plastic
10 waste and other post-consumer materials in waterways and
11 oceans—
12 (1) the harmonization of post-consumer mate-
13 rials management protocols, including—
14 (A) best practices for the collection of post-
15 consumer recyclables;
16 (B) improved quality and sorting of post-
17 consumer recyclable materials through opportu-
18 nities such as—
19 (i) education and awareness programs;
20 (11) 1mproved infrastructure, including
21 new equipment and imnovative technologies
22 Jor processing of recyclable materials;
23 (i11) enhanced markels for recycled ma-
24 terial; and
25 (iv) standardized measurements; and
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(C) inecreasing capacity, where practicable,

Jor more types of plastic (including plastic films)

and other materials to be collecled, processed,

and recycled or repurposed into usable materials
or products;

(2) the development of new strategies and pro-
grams that prioritize engagement and cooperation
with States and the private sector to expedite efforts
and assistance for States to pariner with, encourage,
advise, and facilitate the development and execution,
where practicable, of projects, programs, and initia-
tiwes—

(A) to improve operations for post-consumer
materials management;

(B) to monitor how well post-consumer ma-
terials management entities are functioning;

(C)(v) to vdentify the operational challenges
of post-consumer materials management; and

(11) to develop policy and programmatic so-
lutvons to those challenges; and

(D) to end intentional and unintentional
meentives to improperly dispose of post-con-
sumer materials;

(3) strengthening markets for products with high

levels of recycled plastic content; and
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(1) the consideration of complementary activi-

ties, such as—

(A) reducing waste at the source of the
waste, including anti-litter inilialives;

(B) developing effective post-consumer mate-
rals  management provisions in  stormwaler
management plans;

(C) capturing post-consumer materials at
stormwater inlets, at stormwater outfalls, or in
bodies of water;

(D) providing education and outreach relat-
g lo post-consumer materials movement and
reduction;

(E) monitoring or modeling post-consumer
material flows and the reduction of post-con-
sumer materials resulting from the tmplementa-
tron of best management practices; and

(F) incentives for manufacturers to design
packaging and consumer goods thal can more
easily be recycled, repurposed, or otherwise re-
moved from the waste stream after their initial

use.

23 SEC. 4. GRANT PROGRAMS.

24

(a) PoST-CONSUMER MATERIALS MANAGEMENT IN-

25 FRASTRUCTURE GRANT PROGRAM.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The EPA Adwministrator may

provide grants to States, as defined in section 1(b)(5),
to 1mplement the strategqy developed under section
2(a) and—

(4) to support improvements to local post-
consumer materials management, including mu-
nicipal recycling programs;

(B) to assist local waste management au-
thorities in making 1mprovements to local wasle
management systems;

(C) to deploy waste interceptor technologies,
such as “lrash wheels” and litler traps, to man-
age the collection and cleanup of aggregated
wasle from waterways; and

(D) for such other purposes as the EPA Ad-
manistrator determines to be appropriale.

(2) APPLICATIONS.—To be eligible to receive a
grant under paragraph (1), the applicant Stale shall
submit to the EPA Administrator an application at
such time, i such manner, and contaiming such in-
Jormation as the EPA Admanistrator may require.

(3) CONTENTS OF APPLICATIONS.—In developing
application requivements, the EPA  Administrator
shall consider requesting that a State applicant pro-

vide—
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(A) a description of the project or projects
to be carried oul by entities receiving the grant;

(B) a description of how the funds will sup-
port disadvantaged communilies; and

(C) an explanation of any limitations, such
as flow control measures, that restrict access to
recyclable materials.

(4) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than Jan-
uary 1, 2023, the EPA Administrator shall submait to
the Commattee on Environment and Public Works of
the Senate and the Commattee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a re-
port that imcludes—

(A) a description of the actwvities carried
out under this subsection;

(B) estimates as to how much plastic waste
was prevented from enlering the oceans and
other waterways as a result of activities funded
by the grant; and

(C) a recommendation on the wulility of
evolving the grant program wnto o new waste
management State revolving fund.

(b) DRINKING WATER INFRASTRUCTURE GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The EPA Administrator may

provide competitive grants to units of local govern-
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ment, including units of local government that own
treatment works (as defined in section 212 of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act (35 U.S.C. 1292)),
Indian Tribes, and public water systems (as defined
wm section 1401 of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42
U.S.C. 300f)), as applicable, to support improvements
m removing plastic waste and post-consumer mate-
rals, including macroplastics and macrofibers, from
drinking waler, including planning, design, construc-
tion, technical assistance, and planning support for

operational adjustments.

(2) ArPLICATIONS.—To be eligible to receive a
grant under paragraph (1), an applicant shall submait
to the EPA Administrator an application at such
time, in such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the EPA Administrator may require.

(¢) WASTEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The EPA Administrator may
provide grants to units of local government, including
units of local government that own treatment works
(as defined in section 212 of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act (35 US.C. 1292)), Indian Tribes,
and public water systems (as defined in section 1401
of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f)), as

applicable, to support improvements in removing
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plastic waste and post-consumer materials, including
microplastics and microfibers, from wastewater.

(2) APPLICATIONS.—To be eligible to receive a
grant under paragraph (1), an applicant shall submit
to the EPA Administrator an application at such
time, in such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the EPA Administrator may require.

(d) TRASH-FREE WATERS GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL—The EPA Administrator may
provide grants to units of local government, Indian
Tribes, and nonprofit organizations—

(A) to support projects to reduce the quan-
tity of solid waste in bodies of water by reducing
the quantity of waste at the source, including
through anti-litter iniliatives;

(B) to enforce local post-consumer materials
management ordinances;

(C) to vmplement State or local policies re-
lating to solvd waste;

(D) to capture post-consumer materials at
stormwater inlets, at stormwater outfalls, or in
bodies of water;

(E) lo provide education and oulreach
about post-consumer materials movement and re-

duction; and
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(F) to monitor or model flows of post-con-
sumer materials, including monitoring or mod-
eling a reduction in trash as a result of the im-
plementation of best management practices for
the reduction of plastic waste and other post-con-
sumer materials in sources of drinking water.

(2) APPLICATIONS.—To be eligible to receive a
grant under paragraph (1), an applicant shall submit
to the EPA Administrator an application at such
time, in such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the EPA Administrator may require.

(e) APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL LAW.—

(1) IN GENERAL—The EPA Administrator shall
ensure that all laborers and mechanics employed on
projects funded dirvectly, or assisted in whole or in
part, by a grant established by this section shall be
paid wages atl rates not less than those prevailing on
projects of a character similar i the locality as deter-
mined by the Secrelary of Labor in accordance wilh
subchapter IV of chapter 31 of part A of subtitle 1T
of title 40, United States Code.

(2) AUTHORITY—With respect 1o the labor
standards specified in paragraph (1), the Secretary of
Labor shall have the authority and functions set forth
m  Reorganization Plan Numbered 14 of 1950 (64
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Stat. 1267; 5 US.C. App.) and section 3145 of title

40, Unated States Code.
(f) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—A grant under
this section may not be used (divectly or indirvectly) as a
source of payment (in whole or in part) of, or security for,
an obligation the interest on which 1s excluded from gross
meome under section 103 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986.
(9) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
there are authorized to be appropriated—
(A) for the program described subsection
(a), $55,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021
through 2025; and
(B) for each of the programs described sub-
sections (b), (¢), and (d), $10,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2021 through 2025.
(2) NO IMPACT ON OTHER FEDERAL FUNDS.—
(A) IN GENERAL—No funds shall be made
available under paragraph (1) to carry out sub-
sections (b) and (¢) m a fiscal year if the total
amount made available to carry out the pro-
grams described in subparagraph (B) for that

fiscal year s less than the total amount made



RYA19532

O 0 N N N R W N =

I e e
AN W B WD = O

17

141

SL.C.
39

avarlable to carry out the programs described in

subparagraph (B) for fiscal year 2019.

(B) PROGRAMS DESCRIBED.—The programs

referred to in subparagraph (A) are—

(i) State drinking water treatment re-
volving loan funds established under section
1452 of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42
U.S.C. 300j-12);

(ir) programs for assistance for small
and disadvantaged communities under sub-
sections (a) through (5) of section 1459A of
the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C.
300j—19a); and

(i11) State water pollution control re-
volving funds established under title VI of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33
URS.C. 1381 et seq.).

18 SEC. 5. STUDY ON REPURPOSING PLASTIC WASTE IN INFRA-

19
20

STRUCTURE.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of Transportation

21 (veferred to in this section as the “Secretary”) and the EPA

22 Adminastrator shall jointly enter into an arrangement with

23 the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Med-

24 deine under which the National Academies will—
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(1) conduct a study on the uses of plastic waste

m infrastructure; and
(2) as part of the study under paragraph (1)—
(A) identify domestic and international ex-
amples of—

(i) the use of plastic waste materials
described i that paragraph;

(iv) infrastructure projects in which the
use of plastic waste has been applied; and

(111) projects in which the use of plastic
waste has been incorporated into or with
other infrastructure materials;

(B) assess—

(i) the effectiveness and utility of the
uses of plastic waste described in that para-
graph;

(iv) the extent to which plastic waste
materials are consistent with recognized
specifications for infrastructure construction
and other recognized standards;

(i11) relevant impacts of plastic waste
materials compared 1o non-waste plastic
materials;

(iv) the health, safety, and environ-

mental impacts of—
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1 (I) plastic waste on humans and
2 animals; and
3 (II) the increased use of plastic
4 waste for infrastructure;
5 (v) the ability of plastic waste infra-
6 structure to withstand natural disasters, ex-
7 treme weather events, and other hazards;
8 and
9 (i) plastic waste in  infrastructure
10 through an economic analysis; and
11 (C) make recommendations with respect to
12 what standards or matters may need to be ad-
13 dressed with respect to ensuring human and ani-
14 mal health and safety from the use of plastic
15 waste in infrastructure.
16 (b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 2 years after
17 the date of enactment of this Act and subject to the avail-

N S N S S L S
L R e R (o T o}

ability of appropriations, the Secretary and the EPA Ad-
manistrator shall submait to Congress a report on the study
conducted under subsection (a).
SEC. 6. STUDY ON EFFECTS OF MICROPLASTICS IN FOOD
SUPPLIES AND SOURCES OF DRINKING
WATER.
(a) IN GENERAL—The EPA Admainistrator, in con-

sultation with the Under Secrelary, shall seek to enter into
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1 an arrangement with the National Academies of Sciences,
2 Engineering, and Medicine under which the National Acad-
3 emies will conduct a human health and environmental risk
4 assessment on macroplastics, including microfibers, in food
5 supplies and sources of drinking water.
6 (b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 2 years after
7T the date of enactment of this Act, the EPA Admanistrator
8 shall submit to Congress a report on the study conducted
9 wunder subsection (a) that includes—
10 (1) a science-based definition of “microplastics”
11 that can be adopted in federally supported monitoring
12 and future assessments supported or conducted by a
13 Federal agency;
14 (2) recommendations for standardized moni-
15 toring, testing, and other necessary protocols relating
16 to microplastics;
17 (3)(A) an assessment of whether maicroplastics
18 are currently present in the food supplies and sources
19 of drinking water of Uniled States consumers; and
20 (B) of the assessment under subparagraph (A) s
21 positive—
22 (i) the extent to which wmicroplastics are
23 present in the food supplies and sources of drink-
24 mg water; and
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(11) an assessment of the type, source, preva-
lence, and risk of microplastics in the food sup-
plies and sources of drinking water;

(4) an assessment of the risk posed, if any, by
the presence of microplastics in the food supplies and
sources of drinking water of United States consumers
that icludes—

(A) an identification of the most significant
sources of those microplastics; and

(B) a review of the best available science to
determine any potential hazards of microplastics

m the food supplies and sources of drinking

water of United States consumers; and

(5) a measurement of—

(A) the quantity of environmental chemicals
that absorb to microplastics; and
(B) the quantity described in subparagraph

(A) that would be available for human exposure

through food supplies or sources of drinking

waler.
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1 SEC. 7. REPORT ON ELIMINATING BARRIERS TO INCREASE

THE COLLECTION OF RECYCLABLE MATE-
RIALS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the EPA Administrator shall submait to Congress
a report describing—

(1) the economic, educational, technological, re-

source availabilaty, legal, or other barriers to increas-

O 0 NN N N R W

g the collection, processing, and use of recyclable

—
o

materials; and

p—
f—

(2) recommendations to overcome the barriers de-

—
[\

seribed under paragraph (1).

—
O8]

SEC. 8. REPORT ON ECONOMIC INCENTIVES TO SPUR DE-

p—
B~

VELOPMENT OF NEW END-USE MARKETS FOR

p—
N

RECYCLED PLASTICS.

—
(o)}

Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of

—
~J

this Act, the EPA Administrator shall submit to Congress

—
o0

a report describing the most efficient and effective economic

—
\O

imeentives to spur the development of additional new end-

.}
o

use markets for recyclable plastics (including plastic film),

[\]
—

meluding the use of increased recycled content by manufac-

N
[\

turers in the production of plastic goods and packaging.

O
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