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Thursday, October 1, 2020

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Washington, DC,

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:20 a.m., in room
2172 Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Eliot Engel (chairman
of the committee) presiding.

Mr. ENGEL. The Committee on Foreign Affairs will come to order.
Without objection, the chair is authorized to declare a recess of the
committee at any point. Pursuant to Committee Rule 4, the chair
may postpone further proceedings on approving any measure or
matter or adopting an amendment.

Without objection, all members will have 5 days to submit state-
ments or extraneous material subject to the length limitations in
the rules on today’s business. To insert something into the record,
please have your staff email the previously mentioned address, or
contact full committee staff.

As a reminder, the members, staff, and all others physically
present in this room, per guidance from the Office of Attending
Physician, masks must be worn at all times during today’s markup
except when a member is speaking at a microphone. Please also
sanitize your seating area. The chair views these measures as a
safety issue and, therefore, an important matter of order and deco-
rum for this proceeding.

As a reminder to members joining remotely, please keep your
video function on at all times even when you are not recognized by
the chair. Members are responsible for muting and unmuting
themselves, and please remember to mute yourself after you finish
speaking. Consistent with H.Res. 965 and the accompanying regu-
lations, staff will only mute members, as appropriate, when they
are not under recognition, to eliminate background noise.

I see that we have a quorum. As members were notified yester-
day, we intend to first consider 26 measures and their amendments
en bloc, then we will move on to consider the remaining measures
and their amendments. Any roll call votes will be rolled to the end
of the markup.

Pursuant to the notice, for purposes of markup, I now call up the
measures and their amendments that were previously circulated to
member offices, which, without objection, will be considered en bloc
and each measure is considered as read, and the amendments to
each are considered as read and are agreed to.

(1)
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Without objection, after remarks, the committee will vote to
order the measures favorably reported en bloc, as amended, if
amended, and each amendment on to each bill shall be reported as
a single amendment in the nature of a substitute.

The measures in the en bloc package are: H.R. 6986, Protecting
Human Rights During Pandemic Act; H.R. 7990, FENTANYL Re-
sults Act; H.Res.1012, Recognizing the 70th anniversary of the out-
break of the Korean War and the transformation of the United
S}i;ates—Korea Alliance into a mutually beneficial, global partner-
ship.

H.Res.697, Recognizing the significance of a genuine autonomy of
Tibet and the Tibetan people and the work His Holiness the 14th
Dalai Lama has done to promote global peace, harmony, and un-
derstanding; H.Res.1100, Reaffirming the strategic relationship be-
tween the United States and Mongolia and observing the 30th an-
niversary of democracy in Mongolia; H.Res.751, Reaffirming the
partnership between the United States and the African Union and
recognizing the importance of diplomatic, security, and trade rela-
tions.

H.Res.1077, Expressing the sense of the House of Representa-
tives on the continued importance of the United States-Lebanon re-
lationship; H.R. 8409, Department of State Student Internship Pro-
gram Act; H.Res.672, Expressing support of the Three Seas Initia-
tive in its efforts to increase energy independence and infrastruc-
ture connectivity thereby strengthening the United States and Eu-
ropean national security.

H.Res.17, Expressing concern over the detention of Austin Tice,
and for other purposes; H.Res.823, Condemning the Government of
Iran’s State-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i minority and its
continued violation of the International Covenants on Human
Rights; H.Res.996, Expressing the sense of Congress that the ac-
tivities of Russian national Yevgeniy Prigozhin and his affiliated
entities pose a threat to the national interests and security of the
United States and of its allies and partners.

H.Res.958, Condemning the practice of politically motivated im-
prisonment and calling for the immediate release of political pris-
oners in the Russian Federation and urging action by the U.S. Gov-
ernment to impose sanctions with respect to persons responsible for
that form of human rights abuse; H.R. 8428, Hong Kong People’s
Freedom and Choice Act of 2020; H.R. 8405, American Values and
Security in International Athletics Act.

H.R. 8259, To prohibit Russian participation in the G7, and for
other purposes; H.Res.825, Recognizing the importance of entry
into force of the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons, NPT; H.R. 4636, Partnering and Leveraging Assistance to Stop
Trash for International Cleaner Seas Act; H.Res.1121, Urging the
Government of Burma to hold free, fair, inclusive, transparent,
participatory, and credible elections on November 8th, 2020.

H.Res.1115, Calling for the immediate release of Trevor Reed, a
United States citizen who was unjustly sentenced to 9 years in a
Russian prison; H.Res.768, Calling on African governments to pro-
tect and promote human rights through internet freedom and dig-
ital integration for all citizens across the continent of Africa;
H.Res.1150, Urging the Government of Cote d’Ivoire, opposition
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leaders, and all citizens to respect democratic principles, refrain
from violence, and hold free, fair, transparent, and peaceful elec-
tions in October 2020.

H.Res.1145, Condemning the poisoning of Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny and calling for a robust United States and
international response; H.R. 4236, Sex Trafficking Demand Reduc-
tion Act; H.R. 7954, Tropical Forest and Coral Reef Conservation
Reauthorization Act of 2020; H.R. 8438, to reauthorize the Belarus
Democracy Act of 2004.

[The Bills and Amendments offered en bloc follow:]
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BILL EN BLOC
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To encourage the protection and promotion of internationally recognized
human rights during the novel coronavirus pandemie, and for other purposes,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 22, 2020
Mr. McGOVERN (for himself, Mrs. WaGNER, Mr. MarniNnowskl, Mr.
Frrzearrick, Mr. Biumragis, and Mr. RASKIN) introduced the following
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

A BILL

To encourage the protection and promotion of internationally
recognized human rights during the novel coronavirus
pandemic, and for other purposes.
1 Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United Stales of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Protecting Human

Rights During Pandemic Act™.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The Umted States led the drafting of the

© 00 = o W A

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which en-
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9
shrines the commitment of countries around the
world to the protection and promotion of universal
human rights and values that are indispensable for
human dignity, including the rights to life, liberty,
security of person, freedom of movement, religion,
speech, peaceful assembly, assoeiation, freedom of
expression and the press, and freedom from arbi-
trary detention, diserimination, or invasion of pri-
vacy.

(2) Authorities in more than 83 countries, in-
cluding the United States, have declared states of
emergency and restricted the movement of people
due to the threat of the novel coronavirus, which
causes COVID-19, and which the World Health Or-
canization designated a global pandemic on March
11, 2020.

(3) During public health emergencies, it may be
necessary and appropriate for governments to take
extraordinary action to halt the spread of disease
through steps such as restricting the movement of
people, closing businesses, and limiting access to
publie spaces.

(4) States are lecally obligated to continue to
protect the human rights of their citizens at all

times, subject to the prineiples of limitation and

*HR 6986 IH
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derogation, even and especially during national
emergencies,

(5) In many countries with COVID-19 cases,
governments have taken steps that violate the
human rights of their ¢itizens without elear scientific
or public health justifications, or any end date or
funectional oversight.

(6) In some countries, including China and
Russia, governments are using existing and emere-
ing surveillance technologies, including artificial in-
telligence and facial recognition software, without
appropriate safeguards, which violates the human
rights of their citizens, such as the rights to privacy
and freedom of movement, while claiming such ac-
tions are necessary to combat the novel coronavirus.

(7) In some countries, including Azerbaijan, El
Salvador, Hungary, Kazakhstan, and the Phil-

ippines, governments with a history of repressing

human rights are exploiting the current ecrisis to

consolidate power, sideline representative legislative
bodies, and silence eriticism,

(8) In several countries, including Algeria,
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Cambodia, China, Egvpt, Hon-
duras, Hungary, Iran, Jordan, Russia, South Africa,

Tajikistan, Thailand, the Philippines, Turkey,

«HR 6986 IH
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Turkmenistan, Venezuela, and Zimbabwe, govern-
ments have restricted the ability of journalists and
other individuals to distribute or publish information
related to the novel coronavirus, including by impos-
ing criminal penalties, which violates the universal
human rights of free speech and freedom of the
press, and limits people’s access to information.

(9) Governments in countries with a history of
diserimination against minority populations, includ-
ing India and Uganda, have used the novel
coronavirus pandemic response to further diserimi-
nate against vulnerable populations.

(10) Actions taken by foreign governments,
under the guise of the coronavirus, that weaken
democratic institutions and restriet internationally
recognized human rights, contrary to the principles
of limitation and derogation, pose a threat to the
health, economic, and national security interests of
the United States,

3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.
It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the United States should lead the inter-
national community in its efforts to respond to the

novel coronavirus pandemic;

*HR 6986 IH
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(2) the United States, in implementing emer-
gency policies at home and through its diplomacy
and foreign assistance abroad, should promote the
protection  of  internationally recognized human
rights during and after the coronavirus pandemic;

(3) the Department of State and the United
States Agency for International Development (re-
ferred to in this Aect as™ USAID™) should provide
assistance and implement programs, directly or
through nongovernmental organizations or inter-
national organizations, that—

(A) support democratic institutions, ecivil
society, free media, and other internationally
recognized human rights during, and in the
aftermath of, the novel coronavirus pandemie;
and

(B) ensure attention to countries in which
the government’s response to the pandemic vio-
lated human rights and democratic norms; and
(4) in implementing emergency policies in re-

sponse to the novel coronavirus pandemic—

(A) governments should fully respect and
comply with internationally recognized human
rights, including the rights to life, liberty, and

security of the person, the freedoms of move-

*HR 6986 IH
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ment, religion, speech, peaceful assembly, asso-

ciation, freedom of expression and of the press,

and the freedom from arbitrary detention, dis-

erimination, or invasion of privacy;

(B) emergency restrictions or powers that

impact internationally recognized human rights,

including the rights to freedom of assembly, as-

sociation, and movement should be

+HR 6986 IH

(i) narrowly tailored, proportionate,
and necessary to the government’s legiti-
mate goal of ending the pandemie;

(i1) limited in duration;

(iii) clearly communicated to the pop-
ulation;

(iv) subject to independent govern-
ment oversight; and

(v) implemented in a nondiserim-
inatory and fully transparent manner;

(C') governments—

(i) should not place any limits or
other restrictions on, or criminalize, the
tree flow of information; and

(i1) should make all efforts to provide
and maintain open access to the internet

and other communications platforms;
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(D) emergeney measures should not dis-

eriminate against any segment of the popu-

lation, including minorities, vulnerable individ-

uals, and marginalized groups;

(E) monitoring systems put in place to

track and reduce the impact of the novel

coronavirus should, at a minimum—

+HR 6986 IH

(i) abide by privacy best practices in-
volving data anonymization and aggrega-
tion;

(ii) be administered in an open and
transparent manner;

(i) be scientifically justified and nee-
essary to limit the spread of disease;

(iv) be employved for a limited dura-
tion of time in correspondence with the
system’s publie health ohjective;

(v) be subject to independent over-
sight;

(vi) incorporate reasonable data secu-
rity measures; and

(vii) be firewalled from other commer-
cial and governmental uses, such as law
enforecement and the enforcement of immi-

eration policies; and
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(F) governments should take every feasible
measure to protect the administration of free

and fair elections.

SEC. 4. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States—

(1) to encourage the protection and promotion
of internationally recognized human rights at home
and abroad at all times and especially during the
novel coronavirus pandemie;

(2) to support freedom of expression and free-
dom of the press in the United States and elsewhere,
which freedoms are eritical to ensuring public dis-
semination of, and aceess to, accurate information
about the novel eoronavirus pandemie, ineluding in-
formation authorities need to enact science-based
policies that limit the spread and impact of the
virus, while protecting human rights;

(3) to support multilateral efforts to address
the novel coronavirus pandemie; and

(4) to oppose the use of the novel coronavirus
pandemic as a justification for the enactment of
laws and policies that use states of emergency to vio-
late or otherwise restrict the human rights of eiti-
zens, inconsistent with the principles of limitation

and derogation, and without clear scientific or public

*HR 6986 IH
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| health justifications, including the coereive, arbi-
2 trary, disproportionate, or unlawful use of surveil-
3 lance technology.
4 SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS.
5 In this Act:
6 (1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
7 TEES.—The term “appropriate congressional com-
8 mittees” means—
9 (A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
10 the Senate;
11 (B) the Committee on Appropriations of
12 the Senate;
13 (C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
14 the House of Representatives; and
15 (D) the Committee on Appropriations of
16 the House of Representatives,
17 (2) INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED HUMAN
18 RIGHTS,—The term  “internationally  recognized
19 human rights™ means—
20 (A) the human rights enshrined in the
21 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, includ-
22 ing the rights to life, liberty, security of person,
23 the freedom of movement, religion, speech,
24 peaceful assembly, association, freedom of ex-
25 pression and the press, the freedom from arbi-

*HR 6986 IH
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trary detention, diserimination, or invasion of
privacy; and
(B) all other rights indispensable for
human dignity.
SEC. 6. FUNDING FOR PROGRAMS AND COUNTRIES.

(a) PROGRAM PRIORITIES.—Amounts appropriated
pursuant to section 9 may be made available for fiscal
vears 2020 through 2025, to carry out the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C\. 2151 et seq.), including pro-
grams to support demoeratic institutions, freedom of the
press, civil society, and human rights defenders in coun-
tries where government measures taken in response to the
novel coronavirus pandemie, including emergency meas-
ures, violated or seriously undermined internationally ree-
ognized human rights according to the principles set forth
in section 3(4). Programs carried out under this sub-
section shall be designed—

(1) to strengthen and support all internationally
recognized human rights, freedom of the press,
human rights defenders, and civil society; and

(2) to restore and strengthen democratic insti-
tutions.

(b) STRATEGY.—

(1) INITIAL STRATEGY.—Not later than 30

days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the

*HR 6986 IH
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1 Secretary of State and the Administrator of USAID
2 shall jointly submit an initial strategy for carrying
3 out the programs referred to in subsection (a) to the
4 appropriate congressional committees.

5 (2) STRATEGIC PLAN.—Not later than 90 days
6 after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
7 retary of State and the Administrator of USAID
8 shall submit a 5H-year strategic plan to the appro-
9 priate congressional committees that lays out the
10 steps the Department of State and USAID will take,
11 through diplomacy and foreign assistance, to address
12 the persistent issues related to internationally recog-
13 nized human rights in the aftermath of the novel
14 coronavirus response, including identifying the re-
15 sources necessary to implement such strategie plan.
16 (¢) CONDITIONING OF SECURITY SECTOR ASSIST-

17 ANCE.—Section 502B(a)(4) of the Foreign Assistance Act

18 of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2304) is amended—

19 (1) in subparagraph (A), by striking “or” at
20 the end;

21 (2) in subparagraph (B), by striking the period
22 at the end and inserting “; or’”; and

23 (3) by adding at the end the following:

24 (') has engaged in the systematic viola-
25 tion of internationally recognized human rights

+HR 6986 IH
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through the use of emergency laws, policies, or
administrative procedures.”.
SEC. 7. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
State shall publish on the Department of State website,
and submit to the appropriate congressional committees,
a report that deseribes—

(1) for each country and territory included in
the annual Country Reports on Human Rights Prac-
tices, whether and how each country or territory has
adhered to the prineiples set forth in section 3(4) in
responding to the novel coronavirus pandemic;

(2) with regard to each country in which the re-
sponse to the novel coronavirus pandemic violated or
seriously undermined internationally  recognized
human rights in a manner inconsistent with the
principles of limitation and derogation, a deseription
of—

(A) the actions of the United States Gov-
ernment to address such restrictions through
diplomacy and the use of foreign assistance;

and

*HR 6986 IH
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(B) any efforts made by each country to
respond to and resolve such human rights con-
cerns;

(3) with regard to each country in which the re-
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic violated or seri-
ously undermined internationally recognized human
rights, a description of the impact of noncompliant
policies on—

(A) the population’s access to health care
serviees;

(B) the population’s access to services for
survivors of violenee and abuse;

(') women and ethnie, religious, sexual,
and other minority, vulnerable, or marginalized
populations; and

(D) the government’s efforts and ability to
control the pandemie;

(4) whether any foreign person or persons with-
in a country have been determined to have com-
mitted gross violations of internationally recognized
human rights during the novel coronavirus pandemic
response, including any sanctions imposed on such
persons in accordance with United States law;

(5) actions taken by the Global Engagement

Center established under seetion 1287 of the Na-

+HR 6986 IH
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tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiseal Year

2017 (22 US.C. 2656 note) to counter

disinformation related to the novel coronavirus pan-

demie; and
(6) the United States Government’s efforts
around the world—
(A) to counter disinformation related to
the novel coronavirus pandemie; and
(BB) to disseminate accurate information
about the pandemie,

(b) MoxTHLY REPORTS.—Not later than 30 days
after the publication of the report required under sub-
section (a), and monthly thereafter until the date that is
60 days after the date on which the World Health Organi-
zation declares that the novel coronavirus pandemie has
ended, the Department of State and the United States

Ageney for International Development shall provide, to the

appropriate congressional committees

(1) a briefing containing updates on any new

developments related to issues eovered in the report
published under subsection (a); and

(2) a list of the countries that have removed

coronavirus-related emergencey restrictions impacting

internationally recognized human rights, including

details regarding the restrictions that were removed.

+HR 6986 IH
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(¢) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after

the date on which the World Health Organization declares
that the novel coronavirus pandemic has ended, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit a report to the appropriate
congressional committees that—

(1) lists the countries whose emergency meas-
ures or other legal actions limiting internationally
recognized human rights in a manner inconsistent
with the principles of limitation and derogation ex-
tended beyond the end of the pandemic;

(2) deseribes such countries’ emergency meas-
ures, including—

(A) how such procedures violate or seri-
ously undermine internationally  recognized
human rights; and

(B) an analysis of the impact of such
measures on—

(i) the government’s efforts and abil-
ity to control the pandemic within the
country;

(ii) the population’s access to health
care services;

(iii) the population’s access to services

for survivors of violence and abuse; and

*HR 6986 IH
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| (iv) women and ethnie, religious, sex-
2 ual, and other minority, vulnerable, or
3 marginalized populations;
4 (3) describes—
5 (A) any surveillance measures implemented
6 or utilized by the governments of such countries
7 as part of the novel coronavirus pandemic re-
8 sponse;
9 (B) the extent to which such measures
10 have been, or have not been, rolled back; and
11 (") whether and how such measures im-
12 pact internationally recognized human rights;
13 and
14 (4) indicates whether any foreign person or per-
15 sons within a country have been determined to have
16 committed gross violations of internationally recog-
17 nized human rights during the novel coronavirus
18 pandemic response, ineluding a description of any
19 resulting sanetions imposed on such persons under
20 United States law.

21 SEC. 8. COUNTRY REPORTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES.

22 (a) IN GENERAL.

Section 116(f)(1) of the Foreign
23 Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151n(f)(1)) is amend-
24 ed—

«HR 6986 IH
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(1) by redesignating subparagraph (C') as sub-
paragraph (D); and
(2) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the fol-
lowing:
*(C) A deseription of—
(i) any misuse by the government of such
country of any emergency powers;
“(i1) any failure by the government of such
country—
(1) to state the specifie duration of
the powers referred to in clause (i);
(1) to clearly articulate the purposes
of sueh powers; or
“(I11) to notify the United Nations re-
garding the use of such powers, as re-
quired by applicable treaty;
(i) any failure by the government of
such country—
“(I) to abide by the stated purposes of
the powers referred to in clause (1); or
“(II) to cease the use of such powers
after any specified term expires;
“(iv) any violations by the government of

such country of non-derogable rights;

*HR 6986 IH
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“(v) any diseriminatory implementation by
such government of the powers referred to in
clause (i);

“(vi) the impact of such powers on the ac-
cess of the people of such country to health care
services; and

“(vii) any development and proliferation of
surveillanee technologies in such country, in-
cluding new or emerging technologies used by
the government of such country in the surveil-
lanee of civilian populations in ways that are in-
consistent with the standards deseribed in sec-
tion 3(4)(I£)(i) through (vii) of the Protecting
Human Rights During Pandemic Aet.”.

(b) HuMAN RIGHTS REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 502B(b) of the For-
elen Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2304(b)) is
amended by inserting “Each report under this see-
tion shall inelude the information deseribed in sec-
tion 116(f)(1)(C).” after “‘the Secretary of State.”.

(2) BrieriNG.—The Assistant Secretary of
State for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor
shall be available to brief the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee on For-

eign Affairs of the House of Representatives regard-

*HR 6986 IH



22

19
| ing the annual Country Reports on Human Rights
2 Practices during the 90-day period beginning on the
3 date on which the reports are released.

4 SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
5 There are authorized to be appropriated such sums

6 as may be necessary to carry out—

7 (1) the strategy deseribed in section 6(b)(1);

8 (2) the H-year strategic plan deseribed in see-
9 tion 6(b)(2); and

10 (3) the reporting requirements set forth in sec-
11 tion 7.

«HR 6986 IH
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE

TO H.R. 6986

OFFERED BY MRS. WAGNER OF MISSOURI

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the

following:

| SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

(LSS S

4
5
6
7
8
9
0

1
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

This Aet may be cited as the “Protecting Human

Rights During Pandemic Aet™.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The United States led the drafting of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which en-
shrines the commitment of countries arvound the
world to the protection and promotion of universal
human rights and values that are indispensable for
human dignity, including the rights to life, liberty,
security of person, freedom of movement, religion,
speech, peaceful assembly, association, freedom of
expression and the press, and freedom from arbi-
trary detention, diserimination, or invasion of pri-
vacy.

(2) Authorities around the world, including in

the United States, have declared states of emergency

gWVHLC\0928201092820.023.xml (77858411)
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2
and restricted the movement of people due to the
threat of the novel coronavirus, which causes
COVID-19, and which the World Health Organiza-
tion designated a global pandemic on March 11,
2020.

(3) During publie health emergencies, it may be
necessary and appropriate for governments to take
extraordinary aetion to halt the spread of disease
through steps such as restrieting the movement of
people, closing businesses, and limiting acecess to
publie spaces.

(4) Countries are legally obligated to continue
to protect the human rights of their citizens at all
times, subject to the prineiples of limitation and
derogation, even and especially during national
Cmergencies,

(5) In many countries with COVID-19 cases,
governments have taken steps that wviolate the
human rights of their citizens without clear scientific
or public health justifications, or any end date or
funetional oversight.

(6) In some countries, governments are using
existing and emerging surveillance technologies, -
cluding artificial intelligence and facial recognition

software, without appropriate safeguards, violating
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3
hwman rights such as the rights to privaey and free-
dom of movement while claiming that such actions
are necessary to combat the novel coronavirus.

(7) In some countries, governments with a his-
tory of repressing human rights are exploiting the
current erisis to consolidate power, sideline rep-
resentative legislative bodies, and silence eriticism,

(8) In several countries, governments have re-
stricted the ability of journalists and other individ-
uals to distribute or publish information related to
the novel coronavirus, including by imposing erimi-
nal penalties, which violates the universal human
rights of free speech and freedom of the press, and
limits people’s access to information.

(9) Governments in countries with a history of
diserimination against minority populations have
used the novel coronavirus pandemic response to fur-
ther diseriminate against such vulnerable popu-
lations.

(10) Aections taken by foreign governments
under the guise of the coronavirus that weaken
democratic institutions and restriet internationally
recognized human rights contrary to the principles

of limitation and derogation pose a threat to the
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SEC.

-+
health, economic, and national security interests of
the United States.
3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.
It is the sense of C'ongress that—

(1) the United States should lead the inter-
national community in its efforts to respond to the
novel coronavirus pandemie;

(2) the United States, in implementing emer-
geney policies at home and through its diplomacy,
foreign assistance, and security cooperation abroad,
should promote the protection of internationally reec-
ognized human rights during and after the
coronavirus pandemic;

(3) foreign and seeurity sector assistance pro-
vided by the Department of State and the United
States  Agency for International  Development
(“USAID™), whether directly or through nongovern-
mental or international organizations, should—

(A) support demoeratic institutions, eivil
society, free media, and other internationally
recognized human rights during, and in the
aftermath of, the novel coronavirus pandemie;

(B) include nongovernmental entities in

countries in which the government’s response to

gWVHLC\0928201092820.023.xml (77858411)
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the pandemie violated human rights and demo-
eratic norms; and
(C) provide ineentives to foreign military
and security foree units to abide by their
human rights obligations, and in no way con-
tribute to human rights violations; and

(4) in implementing emergency policies in re-

sponse to the novel coronavirus pandemic—

(A) governments should fully respect and
comply with internationally recognized human
rights, including the rights to life, liberty, and
security of the person, the freedoms of move-
ment, religion, speech, peaceful assembly, asso-
ciation, freedom of expression and of the press,
and the freedom from arbitrary detention, dis-
erimination, or invasion of privacy;

(B) emergeney restrictions or powers that
impact internationally recognized human rights,
including the rights to freedom of assembly, as-
sociation, and movement should he—

(1) grounded in law, narrowly tailored,
proportionate, and necessary to the govern-
ment’s legitimate goal of ending the pan-
demie;

(i1) limited in duration:

(77858411)
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(iii) elearly communicated to the pop-
ulation;

(iv) subjeet to independent govern-
ment oversight; and

(v) implemented in a nondiserim-
imatory and fully transparent manner;

(C) governments—

(i) should not place any limits or
other restrictions on, or criminalize, the
free flow of information: and

(11) should make all efforts to provide
and maintain open access to the internet
and other communications platforms:;

(D) emergency measures should not dis-

eriminate against any segment of the popu-
lation, including minorities, vulnerable individ-

uals, and marginalized groups:

(E) monitoring systems put in place to

track and reduce the impact of the novel

coronavirus should, at a minimum—

(i) abide by privacy best practices in-
volving data anonymization and aggrega-
tion;

(i1) be administered in an open and

transparent manner;

(77858411)
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I (iii) be scientifically justified and nec-
2 essary to limit the spread of disease;

3 (iv) be employed for a limited dura-
+ tion of time in correspondence with the
5 svstem’s publie health objective;

6 (v) be subject to independent over-
7 sight;

8 (vi) inecorporate reasonable data secu-
9 rity measures; and

10 (vi1) be firewalled from other commer-
11 cial and governmental uses, such as law
12 enforcement and the enforcement of immi-
13 gration policies; and

14 (F) governments should take every feasible
15 measure to protect the administration of free
16 and fair elections.

17 SEC. 4. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

18 It is the policy of the United States to—

19 (1) encourage the protection and promotion of
20 internationally recognized human rights at home and
21 abroad at all times;
22 (2) support freedom of expression and freedom
23 of the press in the United States and elsewhere,
24 which are eritical to ensuring public dissemination
25 of, and aceess to, accurate information about the

gI\WHLC\0928201092620.023.xm| (77858411
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novel coronavirus pandemie, including information
authorities need to enact science-based policies that
limit the spread and impaet of the virus, while pro-
tecting human rights;

(3) support multilateral efforts to address the
novel coronavirus pandemic; and

(4) oppose the use of the novel coronavirus pan-
demie as a justification for the enactment of emer-
geney laws, policies, or other administrative meas-
ures to violate or otherwise restrict the human rights
of citizens in a manner that is inconsistent with the
prineiples of limitation and derogation and without
clear scientific or publie health justifications, includ-
ing the coercive, arbitrary, disproportionate, or un-

lawtul use of surveillance technology,

SEC. 5. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) REPORT ON COUNTERING DISINFORMATION.—

Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of State, in coordination with
the heads of other relevant Iederal departments and agen-
cies, shall submit to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees a report on all actions taken by the United States
Government to counter disinformation and disseminate ac-
curate information abroad related to the novel coronavirus

pandemic.

g\WHLC\0928201092820.023.xm| (77858411)
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(b) REporT ON HUumaN RiGgrTs.—Not later than 90

days after the date on which the World Health Organiza-
tion declares that the novel coronavirus pandemic has
ended, and having consulted with the appropriate congres-
sional committees, the Secretary of State shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees a report that—

(1) identities the countries in which emergency
measures or other legal actions taken in response to
the novel coronavirus pandemic were inconsistent
with the principles deseribed in seetion 3(4) or oth-
erwise limited internationally recognized human
rights in a manner inconsistent with the principles
of limitation and derogation;

(2) identifies the countries in which such meas-
ures or actions continued bevond the end of the
novel coronavirus pandemic;

(3) with respect to each country identified pur-
suant to paragraph (1), deseribes such emergency
measures, ineluding—

(A) the manner and extent to which such
measures  violated or seriously undermined
internationally recognized human rights; and

(B) the impact of such measures on—

gWVHLC\0928201092820.023.xml (77858411)
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(i) the government’s efforts and abil-
ity to control the pandemie within the
country;

(ii) the population’s access to health
care serviees;

(iii) the population’s access to services
for survivors of violence and abuse; and

(iv) women, ethnie, religions, sexual,
and  other  minority, wvulnerable, or

marginalized populations;

(4) deseribes—

(A) any surveillance measures implemented

or used by the governments of such countries as
part of the novel coronavirus pandemic re-

SPOTSE]

(B) the extent to which such measures

have been, or have not been, rolled back: and

(') whether and how such measures im-

pact internationally recognized human rights;

(5) indicates whether the United States has de-
termined that any foreign persons in such country
have committed gross violations of internationally
recognized human rights in the course of responding

to the novel coronavirus pandemie, including a de-

(77858411)
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seription of any United States sanctions imposed on
such persons; and

(6) provides recommendations relating to the
steps the United States Government should take,
through diplomacy and foreign assistance to address
the persistent issues related to the violation of inter-
nationally recognized human rights in the aftermath

of the novel coronavirus pandemie.

(¢) STRATEGIC PLANNING.—The Secretary of State

and the Administrator of USAID shall ensure that—

SEC.

(1) the findings of the reports submitted pursu-
ant to subsections (a) and (b) and the recommenda-
tions developed in accordance with paragraph (6) of
subsection (b) are taken into consideration in annual
and multiyear strategic planning processes for each
of fiscal years 2021 through 2026; and

(2) the annual and multiyear strategic plans of
the Department of State and of USAID address the
persistent issues related to the violation of inter-
nationally recognized human rights in the aftermath
of the novel coronavirus pandemie,

6. FUNDING FOR PROGRAMS AND COUNTRIES.

There is authorized to be appropriated for each of

24 fiscal years 2021 through 2026 such sums as may be nee-

25 essary to carry out programs pursuant to the Foreign As-
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sistance Aet of 1961 (22 U.8.C. 2151 et seq.) to support
demoeratic institutions, freedom of the press, eivil society,
and human rights defenders in countries in which govern-
ment measures taken in response to the novel coronavirus
pandemie, including emergency measures, violated or seri-
ously undermined internationally recognized human rights
according to the principles set forth in seetion 3(4). Such
programs shall be designed to—

(1) strengthen and support all internationally
recognized human rights, freedom of the press,
human rights defenders, and civil society; and

(2) restore and strengthen democratic institu-
tions.

SEC. 7. COUNTRY REPORTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES.
The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 is amended as
follows:

(1) In section 116 (22 U.S.C, 2151n), by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

“(h) Human Rigurs Viorations Due to MISUsE
OF EMERGENCY POWERS.—The report required by sub-
section (d) shall inelude, wherever applicable, a deseription
of any misuse by the government of any country of any
emergency powers or measures resulting in a violation of

or seriously  undermining internationally  recognized

gWVHLC\0928201092820.023.xml (77858411)
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I human rights in a manner inconsistent with the principles
2 of imitation and derogation.”.
3

(2) In section 502B(b) (22 U.S.C. 2304(b)),

4 by—

5 (A) redesignating the second subsection (i)
6 (relating to child marriage) as subseection (j);
7 and

8 (B) adding at the end the following new
9 subsection:

10 “(k) Human RiguTs VIoLATIONS DUE TO MISUSE

11 oF BMERGENCY POWERS.—The report required by sub-
12 section (b) shall include, wherever applicable, a description
13 of any misuse by the government of any country of any
14 emergency powers or measures resulting in a violation of
15 or seriously undermining internationally  recognized
16 human rights in a manner inconsistent with the principles
17 of limitation and derogation.”,

18 SEC. 8. APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES DE-

19 FINED.

20 In this Aet:

21 (1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
22 TEES.—The term “appropriate congressional com-
23 mittees” means—

gWVHLC\0928201092820.023.xml (77858411)
September 28, 2020 (10:51 am.)



36

GAMVGWAGNERYWAGNER_077. XML

14
1 (2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
2 Committee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
3 resentatives; and
-+ (3) the Committee on Foreign Relations and
5 the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate,
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To prioritize efforts of the Department of State to ecombat international
trafficking in covered synthetic drugs and new psychoactive substances,
and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

AvGguost 7, 2020
Mr. TrRONE (for himself and Mr. McCavuLn) introduced the following bill; which
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

A BILL

To prioritize efforts of the Department of State to combat
international trafficking in covered synthetic drugs and

new psyvchoactive substances, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Fighting Emerging

e

Narcoties Through Additional Nations to Yield Lasting

o

Results Act” or the “FENTANYL Results Act”.
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9
I SEC. 2. PRIORITIZATION OF EFFORTS OF THE DEPART-
2 MENT OF STATE TO COMBAT INTER-
3 NATIONAL TRAFFICKING IN COVERED SYN-
4 THETIC DRUGS.
5 (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State shall
6 prioritize efforts of the Department of State to combat

7 international trafficking in covered synthetic drugs by car-

8 rving out programs and activities to include the following:

9 (1) Supporting inereased data collection by the
10 United States and foreign countries throngh in-
11 creased drug use surveys among populations, in-
12 creased use of wastewater testing where appropriate,
15 and multilateral sharing of that data.

14 (2) Engaging in increased consultation and
15 partnership with international drug agencies, includ-
16 ing the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and
17 Drug Addietion, and regulatory agencies in foreign
18 countries.

19 (3) Carrving out the program to provide assist-
20 ance to build the capacity of foreign law enforcement
21 agencies with respect to covered synthetic drugs, as
22 required by section 3.

23 (4) Carrying out exchange programs for govern-
24 mental and nongovernmental personnel in  the
25 United States and in foreign countries to provide
26 educational and professional development on demand

+HR 7990 IH
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3
reduction matters relating to the illicit use of nar-
coties and other drugs, as required by section 4.
(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.

Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on the implementa-
tion of this section,

(2)  APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL  COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term “ap-
propriate congressional committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the

Senate.

SEC. 3. PROGRAM TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO BUILD THE

CAPACITY OF FOREIGN LAW ENFORCEMENT
AGENCIES WITH RESPECT TO COVERED SYN-
THETIC DRUGS.

(a) IN GENERAL—Notwithstanding section 660 of

23 the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.8.C. 2420), the

24 Secretary of State shall establish a program to provide as-

25 sistanee to build the capacity of law enforecement agencies

«HR 7990 IH
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of the countries deseribed in subsection (¢) to help such
agencies to identify, track, and improve their forensies de-
tection capabilities with respect to covered synthetic drugs.
(b)  PRIORITY.—The Secretary of State shall
prioritize assistance under subsection (a) among those
countries deseribed in subsection (¢) in which such assist-
ance would have the most impact in reducing illicit use
of covered synthetic drugs in the United States,
(¢) CounTRIES DESCRIBED.—The foreign countries
deseribed in this subsection are—

(1) eountries that are producers of covered syn-
thetic drugs;

(2) eountries whose pharmacentical and chem-
ical industries are being exploited for development or
procurement  of  precursors  of  covered synthetie
drugs; or

(3) major drmg-transit countries as defined by
the Secretary of State.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is
authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to carry
out this section $4,000,000 for each of the fiscal years

2021 through 2025.

«HR 7990 IH
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SEC. 4. EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR GOVERNMENTAL AND
NONGOVERNMENTAL PERSONNEL TO PRO-
VIDE EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL DE-
VELOPMENT ON DEMAND REDUCTION MAT-
TERS RELATING TO ILLICIT USE OF NAR-
COTICS AND OTHER DRUGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State shall carry
out an exchange program for governmental and non-
governmental personnel in the United States and foreign
countries to provide educational and professional develop-
ment on demand reduction matters relating to the illicit
use of narcoties and other drugs.

(b) ProGRaM REQUIREMENTS.—The program re-
quired by subsection (a)—

(1) shall be limited to individuals who have ex-
pertise and experience in matters described in sub-
section (a);

(2) in the case of inbound exchanges, may he
carried out as part of exchange programs and inter-
national visitor programs administered by the Bu-
rean of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the De-
partment of State, including the International Vis-
itor Leadership Program; and

(3) shall include outbound exchanges for gov-
ernmental and nongovernmental personnel in the
United States.

«HR 7990 IH
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(¢) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Of the
amounts authorized to be appropriated to carry out ex-
change programs and international visitor programs ad-
ministered by the Burean of Educational and Cultural Af-
fairs of the Department of State for each of the fiseal
vears 2021 through 2025, there is authorized to be appro-
priated to the Secretary to carry out this section
$1.,000,000 for each such fiscal vear.

SEC. 5. AMENDMENTS TO INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS
CONTROL PROGRAM.

(a) INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL STRAT-
EGY REPORT.—Section 489(a) of the Foreien Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2291h(a)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

*(10)  SYNTHETIC  OPIOIDS  AND  NEW

PEYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES.—

“(A) SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS.—A  separate
section that contains an assessment of the
countries likely involved in the manufacture,
production, or transshipment of synthetic
opioids, including fentanyl and fentanyl ana-
logues, to include the following:

“(i) The scale of legal domestic pro-

duction and any available information on

+HR 7990 IH
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the number of manufacturers and pro-
ducers of such opioids in such countries.

“(ii) Information on any law enforce-
ment  assessments of the scale of illegal
production, including a description of the
capacity of illegal laboratories to produce
such opioids,

“(iii) The types of inputs used and a
description of the primary methods of syn-
thesis emploved by illegal producers of
such opioids.

“(iv) An assessment of the policies of
such countries to regulate licit manufac-
ture and interdiet illicit manufacture, di-
version, distribution, and shipment of such
opioids and an assessment of the effective-
ness of the policies” implementation.

“(B) NEW PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES.—

A separate section on the policies of responding
to new psyvehoactive substances (as such term is
defined in section 7 of the FENTANYL Results

Act), to inelude the following:

“(i) Which governments have articu-
lated policies on scheduling of such sub-

stances,
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3
1 (i) Any data on impacts of such
2 policies and other responses to such sub-
3 stances,
4 “(iil) An assessment of what policies
5 the United States may want to consider
6 articulating.”.
7 (h) DeriNtTioNn oF Major Ivvicit DruG Pro-

8 prciNG COUNTRY.—Section 481(e) of the Foreign Assist-

9 anece Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2291 (e)) is amended—

10 (1) in paragraph (2)—

11 (A) by striking “means a country in
12 which—"" and inserting “means—

13 “(A) a country in which—"";

14 (B) by striking “(A) 1,000 and inserting
15 the following:

16 (i) 1,0007;

17 (') by striking “(B) 1,000 and inserting
18 the following:

19 “(ii) 1,000

20 (D) by striking “(C') 5,000 and inserting
21 the following:

22 “(iii) 5,000

23 () in subparagraph (A)(iii), as redesig-
24 nated by this subsection, by adding “or’” at the
25 end; and

+HR 7990 IH
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1 (F') by adding at the end the following:

“(B) a ecountry which is a significant direet

(PSS ]

source of illicit narcotic or psvehotropie drugs

or other controlled substances significantly af-

fecting the United States.”’; and

(2) in paragraph (5) to read as follows:

“(5) the term ‘major drug-transit country’
means a country through which are transported il-

licit narcotic or psychotropic drugs or other con-

[ B U B o < T I = U ) B =4

trolled substances significantly affecting the United
11 States.”.

12 SEC. 6. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

13 It is the sense of Clongress that—

14 (1) the President should direct the United
15 States Representative to the United Nations to use
16 the voice and vote of the United States at the
17 United Nations to advocate for more transparent as-
18 sessments of countries by the International Nar-
19 coties Control Board; and

20 (2) bilateral, plurilateral, and multilateral inter-
21 national cooperation is essential to combating the
22 flow of covered synthetic drugs.

23 SEC. 7. DEFINITION.
24 In this Aet:

25 (1) The term “covered synthetic drug” means—

+HR 7990 IH
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(A) a synthetic controlled substance (as de-
fined in section 102(6) of the Controlled Sub-
stances  Aet (21 U.S.C. 802(6))), ineluding
fentanyl or a fentanyl analogue; or
(B) a new psvehoactive substance,

(2) The term “‘new psychoactive substance”
means a substance of abuse, or any preparation
thereof, that—

(A) is not—

(i) included in any schedule as a con-
trolled substance under the Controlled
Substances Act (21 U.S.CL 801 et seq.); or

(ii) controlled by the Single Conven-
tion on Narcotic Drgs signed at New
York, New York. on March 30, 1961 or
the Convention on Psychotropic Substances
signed at Vienna, Austria, on February 21,
1971;

(13) is new or has reemerged on the illicit
market; and
(') poses a threat to the publie health and

safety.

+HR 7990 IH
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H.R. 7990

OFFERED BY MR. TRONE OF MARYLAND

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the

following:

| SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

2 This Aet may be cited as the “Fighting Emerging
3 Narcotics Through Additional Nations to Yield Lasting
4 Results Act” or the “FENTANYL Results Act™.

5 SEC. 2. PRIORITIZATION OF EFFORTS OF THE DEPART-
6 MENT OF STATE TO COMBAT INTER-
7 NATIONAL TRAFFICKING IN COVERED SYN-
8

THETIC DRUGS.

9 (a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of State shall
10 prioritize efforts of the Department of State to combat
11 international trafficking in covered synthetie drugs by car-

12 rying out programs and activities to include the following:

13 (1) Supporting increased data collection by the

14 United States and foreign countries through in-

15 creased drng use surveys among populations, in-

16 creased use of wastewater testing where appropriate,

17 and multilateral sharing of that data.
gIWHLC\0928201092820.086. xml (77829312
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1 (2) Engaging in inereased consultation and
2 partnership with international drug agencies, inelud-
3 ing the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and
-+ Drug Addietion, and regulatory agencies in foreign
5 countries,

6 (3) Carrying out the program to provide assist-
7 ance to build the capacity of foreign law enforeement
8 agencies with respect to covered synthetic drugs, as
9 required by section 3,

10 (4) Carrying out exchange programs for govern-
11 mental and  nongovernmental personnel in  the
12 United States and in foreign countries to provide
13 educational and professional development on demand
14 reduction matters relating to the illicit use of nar-
15 coties and other drugs, as required by section 4,

16 (b) REPORT.—

17 (1) IN GENERAL—Not later than one year
18 after the date of the enactment of this Aect, the Sec-
19 retary of State shall submit to the appropriate con-
20 gressional eommittees a report on the implementa-
21 tion of this section.
22 (2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL  COMMIT-
23 TEES DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term “ap-
24 propriate congressional committees” means—

gI\HLC\0928201092820.086.xm  (77829312)
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(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives; and
(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate.

SEC. 3. PROGRAM TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO BUILD THE
CAPACITY OF FOREIGN LAW ENFORCEMENT
AGENCIES WITH RESPECT TO COVERED SYN-
THETIC DRUGS.

(a) INn GENERAL—Notwithstanding section 660 of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.(C. 2420), the
Secretary of State shall establish a program to provide as-
sistance to build the capacity of law enforcement agencies
of the countries deseribed in subsection (¢) to help such
agencies to identity, track, and improve their forensies de-
tection capabilities with respect to covered synthetie drugs.

(b) Priorrry.—The Secretary of State shall
prioritize assistance under subsection (a) among those
countries described in subsection (¢) in which such assist-
ance would have the most impact in reducing illicit use
of covered syuthetie drugs in the United States.

(¢) CouNnTRIES DESCRIBED.—The foreign countries

deseribed in this subseetion are—

g\WVHLC\0928201092820.086.xml (77820312)
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(1) countries that arve producers of covered syn-
thetic dimgs;

(2) eountries whose pharmaceutical and chem-
ical industries are being exploited for development or
procurement of precursors of covered synthetic
drugs; or

(3) major drug-transit countries as defined by
the Secretary of State,

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is
authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to carry
out this section $4,000,000 for each of the fiscal years
2021 through 2025.

SEC. 4. EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR GOVERNMENTAL AND
NONGOVERNMENTAL PERSONNEL TO PRO-
VIDE EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL DE-
VELOPMENT ON DEMAND REDUCTION MAT-
TERS RELATING TO ILLICIT USE OF NAR-
COTICS AND OTHER DRUGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State shall carry
out an exchange program for governmental and non-
governmental personnel in the United States and foreign
countries to provide educational and professional develop-
ment on demand reduction matters relating to the illieit

use of narcoties and other drugs.
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1 (b) ProGraM REQUIREMENTS.—The program re-
2 quired by subsection (a)—

3 (1) shall be limited to individuals who have ex-
-+ pertise and experience in matters deseribed in sub-
5 section (a);

6 (2) in the case of inbound exchanges, may be
7 carried out as part of exchange programs and inter-
8 national visitor programs administered by the DBu-
9 rean of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the De-
10 partment of State, including the International Vis-
11 itor Leadership Program; and

12 (3) shall include outbound exchanges for gov-
13 ernmental and nongovernmental personnel in the
14 United States.

15 (¢) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS,—Of the
16 amounts authorized to be appropriated to carry out ex-
17 change programs and international visitor programs ad-
18 ministered by the Bureau of Eduecational and Cultural Af-
19 fairs of the Department of State for each of the fiscal
20 years 2021 through 2025, there is authorized to be appro-
21 priated to the Secretary to carry out this section
22 $1,000,000 for each such fiseal year.
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1 SEC. 5. AMENDMENTS TO INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS

T N S U 1

CONTROL PROGRAM.
(a) INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL STRAT-
EGY REPORT.—Section 489(a) of the Foreign Assistance

Aect of 1961 (22 U.R.C. 2291h(a)) is amended by adding

6 at the end the following:
7 “(10)  SYNTHETIC ~ OPIOIDS  AND  NEW
8 PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES.—
9 “(A) SYNTHETIC  OPIOIDS.—Information
10 that contains an assessment of the countries
11 significantly involved in the manufacture, pro-
12 duetion, or transshipment of synthetic opioids,
13 mecluding fentanyl and fentanyl analogues, to
14 include the following:
15 “(i) The scale of legal domestie pro-
16 duction and any available information on
17 the number of manufacturers and pro-
18 ducers of such opioids in such countries,
19 “(ii) Information on any law enforee-
20 ment assessments of the scale of illegal
21 produetion, including a deseription of the
22 capacity of illegal laboratories to produce
23 such opioids.
24 “(iii) The types of inputs used and a
25 deseription of the primary methods of syn-
gI\HLC\0928201092820.086.xm  (77829312)
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I thesis employed by illegal producers of
2 such opioids.

3 “(iv) An assessment of the policies of
4 such countries to regulate lieit manufac-
5 ture and interdict illicit manufacture, di-
6 version, distribution, and shipment of such
7 opioids and an assessment of the effective-
8 ness of the policies’ implementation.

9 “(B) NEW PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES.—

10 Information on the policies of responding to

11 new psyehoactive substances (as such term is
12 defined in section 7 of the FENTANYL Results
13 Act), to include the following:

14 “(i) Which governments have articu-
15 lated policies on scheduling of such sub-

16 stances.

17 “(il) Any data on impacts of such
18 policies and other responses to such sub-

19 stances.

20 “(ili) An assessment of what policies

21 the United States may want to consider

22 articulating.”.

23 (b) DErFINITION OF MaJor ILvicit Druc Pro-

24 prCING COUNTRY.—Section 481(e) of the Foreign Assist-

25 ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2291(e)) is amended—

g\WHLC\0928201092820.086.xml (77829312)

September 28, 2020 (1:32 p.m.)



54

GAMVIGTRONENTRONE_071, XML

8

1 (1) in paragraph (2)—

2 (A) by striking “means a country in
3 which—"" and inserting “means—

4 “(A) a country in which—"";

5 (B) by striking “(A) 1,000 and inserting
6 the following:

7 *(i) 1,0007;

8 () by striking “(B) 1,000 and inserting
9 the following:
10 “(ii) 1,0007;
11 (D) by striking “(C) 5,000 and inserting
12 the following:
13 “(iii) 5,000,

14 (E) in subparagraph (A)(iii), as redesig-
15 nated by this subsection, by adding “or’" at the
16 end; and

17 (F) by adding at the end the following:

18 “(B) a country which is a significant direct
19 source of illicit narcotic or psychotropic drugs
20 or other controlled substances significantly af-
21 feeting the United States.”; and
22 (2) in paragraph (5) to read as follows:
23 “(5) the term ‘major drug-transit country’
24 means a country through which illieit narcotie or
25 psvehotropie drugs or other controlled substances
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1 significantly affecting the United States are trans-
2 ported.”,

3 SEC. 6. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

-+ It is the sense of Congress that—

5 (1) the President should direet the United
6 States Representative to the United Nations to use
7 the wvoice and vote of the United States at the
8 United Nations to advocate for more transparent as-
9 sessments of countries by the International Nar-
10 coties Control Board: and

11 (2) bilateral, plurilateral, and multilateral inter-
12 national cooperation is essential to combating the
13 flow of covered synthetic drugs.

14 SEC. 7. DEFINITION.

15 In this Act:

16 (1) The term “covered synthetie drug” means—
17 (A) a synthetic controlled substance (as de-
18 fined in section 102(6) of the Controlled Sub-
19 stances Aet (21 U.S.C. 802(6))), including
20 fentanyl or a fentanyl analogue; or
21 (B) a new psychoactive substance.
22 (2) The term “new psychoactive substance”
23 means a substance of abuse, or any preparation
24 thereof, that—
25 (A) is not—

gI\HLC\0928201092820.086.xm  (77829312)
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1 (i) included in any schedule as a con-
2 trolled substance under the Controlled
3 Substances Aet (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.); or
-+ (i1) controlled by the Single Conven-
5 tion on Narcotic Drugs signed at New
6 York, New York, on March 30, 1961 or
7 the Convention on Psychotropic Substances
8 signed at Vienna, Austria, on February 21,
9 1971;
10 (B) is new or has reemerged on the illicit
11 market; and
12 (C') poses a threat to the public health and
13 safety.
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Recognizing the 70th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean war and
the transformation of the United States-IKorea alliance into a mutually
beneficial, global partnership.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JUNE 22, 2020
Mr. BERA (for himself and Mr. YoH0) submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Recognizing the 70th amniversary of the outbreak of the
Korean war and the transformation of the United States-
Korea alliance into a mutually beneficial, global partner-
ship.

=

Whereas June 25, 2020, marks the 70th anniversary of the
outbreak of Korean war when the Armed Forces of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) at-
tacked the Republic of Korea (South Korea) on June 25,

19505

Whereas the United Nations Security Council adopted Reso-
lution 83 on June 27, 1950, recommending “Members of
the United Nations furnish assistance to the Republic of
Korea” and Resolution 84 on July 7, 1950, recom-

mending members make military forces and other assist-
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ance available “to a unified command under the United

States of Ameriea™;

Whereas, on July 27, 1953, an Armistice Agreement was
signed by United States Army Lieutenant General Wil-
liam Harrison, Jr., representing the United Nations
Command with the Korean People’s Army and the Chi-
nese People’s Volunteer Army to “ensure a complete ces-
sation of hostilities and of all acts of armed force in

Korea until a final peaceful settlement is achieved™;

Whereas the Armistice Agreement remains in foree today and
that by its terms has neither formally ended the Korean
war nor constituted a permanent settlement of peace on

the Korean Peninsula;

Whereas, on October 1, 1953, the Mutual Defense Treaty
Between the United States and the Republic of Korea (5
UST 2368) was signed in Washington with ratification
advised by the Senate on January 26, 1954, and remains
in foree today “‘to strengthen their efforts for collective

defense for the preservation of peace and security’™;

Whereas during the Korean war, 1,789,000 United States
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines served in theater,
36,574 paid the ultimate sacrifice with their lives in de-
fense of freedom in the Republic of Korea, and over
7,500 United States servicemembers remain classified by
the Department of Defense as missing in action;

Whereas, on October 7, 2016, I1.R. 1475, entitled the “Ko-
rean War Veterans Memorial Wall of Remembrance Aet”,
was introduced in Congress by Representative Sam John-
son of Texas and became Public Law 114-230;

Whereas according the House Report 114-433 to accompany
H.R. 1475, H.R. 1475 authorizes a Wall of Remem-

+HRES 1012 IH
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brance to be added to the Korean War Veterans Memo-
rial with the names of those that died in theater, are lst-
ed as missing, or prisoners of war, and would also list the
number of members of the Korean Augmentation to the
United States Army (KATUSA) that were killed in ae-
tion, wounded in action, prisoners of war, or are listed
as missing in action;

Whereas the Korean war is no longer “The Forgotten War”
but “The Forgotten Vietory” and June 25, 1950, is con-
sidered the symbolic start of the ironelad United States-

Korea alliance that was forged in blood;

Whereas in the 70 years since the outbreak of the Korean
conflict, the United States-Korea alliance has trans-
formed itself from a security relationship into a com-

prehensive global partnership;

Whereas the Republic of Korea is considered one of the
greatest success stories in the post-World War II era and
constitutes one of the Iynchpins of United States foreign

policy in Northeast Asia;

Whereas the United States and the Republic of Korea have
stood shoulder to shoulder in all four major confliets the
United States has faced sinee the Korean war while

maintaining peace on the Korean Peninsula;

Whereas this partnership has contributed to regional and
global prosperity through the shared values of democracy,

free market economy, human rights, and the rule of law;

Whereas it is in the national interest of the United States to
maintain its forward deployed presence in the Republie of
Korea through United States Forces Korea (USFK), a
premier Joint Foree that is “well led, disciplined, trained

and ready to Fight Tonight and win™;

+HRES 1012 IH
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Whereas the 70-year transformation of the United States-
Korea alliance into a mutually beneficial partnership has
recently led to important coordination and cooperation in
confronting global pandemies including HINT in 2009,
and COVID-19 in 2020;

Whereas the Republie of Korea has made significant con-
tributions to the global community in combating and con-
taining COVID-19, ineluding the manufacture and ex-
port of Reverse Transeription Polymerase Chain Reaction
(RT-PCR) test kits to the United States Government

and various States;

Whereas, on May 8, 2020, the Republic of Korea donated
500,000 masks to be distributed to Korean war veterans
throughout the United States, including the Navajo Na-
tion, in a gesture of gratitude and in commemoration of
the 70th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean war;

and

Whereas, on May 10, 2020, the Republic of Korea domated
2,000,000 masks to the United States to help fill short-
ages in hospitals most impacted by COVID-19: Now,

therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) commemorates the 70th anniversary of the
3 start of the Korean war and the beginning of the
4 United States-Republic of Korea alliance;

5 (2) honors the men and women of both the
6 United States and Republic of Korea who have com-
7 mitted and sometimes sacrificed their lives for the

+HRES 1012 IH
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5
alliance during the Korean war and in subsequent
conflicts;

(3) reaffirms the role the alliance plays in en-
suring peace and stability in Asia and the world;

(4) celebrates the close and continuing ties be-
tween the people and governments of the two na-
tions;

(5) commends the lifesaving cooperation be-
tween the Republic of Korea and the United States
during the COVID-19 pandemie at each country’s
moment of need; and

(6) recommits the United States to ensuring
the relationship between the United States and Re-
public of Korea continues to grow and thrive into
the foreseeable future.

O
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H.RES. 1012

OFFERED BY MR. BERA OF CALIFORNIA

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas the United Nations Security Council adopted Reso-
lution 83 on June 27, 1950, recommending “Members of
the United Nations furnish assistance to the Republie of
Korea” and Resolution 84 on July 7, 1950, recom-
mending members make military forces and other assist-
ance available “to a unified command under the United

States of America’;

Whereas, on July 27, 1953, an Armistice Agreement was
signed by United States Army Lieutenant General Wil-
liam Harrison, Jr., representing the United Nations
Command with the Korean People’s Army and the Chi-
nese People’s Volunteer Army to “ensure a complete ces-
sation of hostilities and of all aets of armed foree in
Korea until a final peaceful settlement is achieved™;

Whereas the Armistice Agreement remains in force today and
that by its terms has neither formally ended the Korean
war nor constituted a permanent settlement of peace on

the Korean Peninsula;

Whereas, on October 1, 1953, the Mutual Defense Treaty
Between the United States and the Republic of Korea (5
UST 2368) was signed in Washington with ratification
advised by the Senate on January 26, 1954, and the
shared commitment to recognize an armed attack on ei-

ther of the Parties as dangerous to each’s own peace and
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security and to “act to meet the common danger in ac-
cordance with [each’s| constitutional processes”™ and re-

mains in foree today;

Whereas during the Korean war, 1,739,000 United States
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines served in theater,
36,574 paid the ultimate sacrifice with their lives in de-
fense of freedom in the Republic of Korea, and over
7.500 United States servicemembers remain classified by

the Department of Defense as missing in action;

Whereas, on October 7, 2016, H.R. 1475, entitled the “Ko-
rean War Veterans Memorial Wall of Remembrance Aet”,
was introduced in Congress by Representative Sam John-
son of Texas and became Publie Law 114-230;

Whereas according to House Report 114-433 to accompany
H.R. 1475, HL.R. 1475 authorizes a Wall of Remem-
brance to be added to the Korean War Veterans Memo-
rial with the names of those that died in theater, are list-
ed as missing, or prisoners of war, and would also list the
number of members of the Korean Augmentation to the
United States Army (KATUSA) who were killed in ac-
tion, wounded in action, prisoners of war, or are listed

as missing in action:

Whereas the Korean war is no longer “The Forgotten War”
but “The Forgotten Vietory”™ that preserved the freedom
of South Korea from North Korean rule, and June 25,
1950, is considered the symbolie start of the ironclad
United States-Republic of Korea alliance that was forged

in blood;

Whereas in the 70 years sinee the outhreak of the Korean

confliet, the United States-Republic of Korea alliance has
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transformed itself from a seeurity relationship into a

comprehensive global partnership;

Whereas the Republic of Korea is considered one of the
greatest success stories in the post-World War IT era and
constitutes a lynchpin of United States foreign policy in
Northeast Asia;

Whereas the United States and the Republie of Korea have
stood shoulder to shoulder in all major military conflicts
the United States has faced since the Korean war while

maintaining peace on the Korean Peninsula;

Whereas this partnership has contributed to regional and
elobal prosperity through the shared values of democracy,

free market economy, human rights, and the rule of law;

Whereas it is in the national interest of the United States to
maintain its forward deployed presence in the Republic of
Korea through United States Forees Korea (USFK), a
premier Joint Force that is “well led, disciplined, trained

and ready to Fight Tonight and win™;

Whereas the T0-year transformation of the United States-
Korea alliance into a mutually beneficial partnership has
recently led to important coordination and cooperation in
confronting global pandemies including HINT in 2009,
and COVID-19 in 2020,

Whereas the Republic of Korea has made significant con-
tributions to the global community in combating and con-
taining COVID-19, including the manufacture and ex-
port of Reverse Transcription Polymerase Chain Reaction
(RT-PCR) test kits to the United States Government
and various States;

Whereas, on May 8, 2020, the Republic of Korea donated

500,000 masks to be distributed to Korean war veterans
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throughout the United States, ineluding the Navajo Na-

tion,

in a gesture of gratitude and in commemoration of

the 70th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean war;

and

Whereas,

on May 10, 2020, the Republic of Korea donated

2,000,000 masks to the United States to help fill short-

ages

in hospitals most impacted by COVID-19: Now,

therefore, he it

Strike all after the resolving elause and insert the

follown

1 That

2
3

h

[T Vo TN« <R T =

15

19

the House of Representatives—

(1) underscores the continuing and crucial role
of the alliance between the United States and the
Republie of Korea in ensuring peace and stability in
Asia and the world, ineluding by providing security
from the threat posed by the Democratic People’s
Republie of Korea and its repeated provocations;

(2) reattirms the mmportance of close coopera-
tion between the United States and the Republic of
Korea in the Indo-Pacifie, including on issues rang-
ing from infrastructure and development financing
to promoting good governance;

(3) encourages the continued close and con-
tinuing ties between the people and governments of

the two nations, as well as the contributions the
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1 near two million Korean-Americans have made to
2 both societies;
3 (4) ecommits to continuing and expanding
-+ United States-Republiec of Korea medical and sei-
5 entific and research collaboration, particularly sinee
6 cooperation between the two ecountries has saved
7 countless lives during the COVID-19 pandemie;
8 (5) urges both countries to prioritize ongoing
9 Special Measures Agreement negotiations and to
10 reach mutually agreeable terms; and
11 (6) recommits the United States to ensuring
12 the relationship between the United States and Re-
13 public of Korea continues to grow and thrive into
14 the foreseeable future.
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AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDMENT IN THE
NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE TO H. RES. 1012
OFFERED BY MR. BERA OF CALIFORNIA

In the preamble, strike “the Korean war is no longer
‘The Forgotten War’ but ‘The FForgotten Vietory' that
preserved the freedom of South Korea from North Ko-
rean rule, and June 25, 1950, is considered the symbolic
start of the ironclad United States-Republic of Korea alli-
ance that was forged in blood™ and insert “the ongoing
confliet separated countless Korean families from one an-
other, and an estimated 3,000 elderly South Koreans die
every vear without reuniting with their loved ones™.
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116TH CONGRESS
L2 H, RES. 697

Recognizing the significance of the genuine autonomy of Tibet and the Ti-
betan people and the work His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama has
done to promote global peace, harmony, and understanding.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

NOVEMBER 13, 2019
Mr. YoHo (for himself, Mr. McCavL, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, and Mr,
McGOVERN) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Recognizing the significance of the genuine autonomy of
Tibet and the Tibetan people and the work His Holiness
the 14th Dalai Lama has done to promote global peace,

harmony, and understanding.

Whereas the three principal commitments that the Dalai
Lama has articulated are the promotion of human values,
promotion of religious harmony, and preservation of Ti-

betan culture and religion;

Whereas the Dalai Lama has stated, “I remain convinced
that most human conflicts can be solved through genuine
dialogue conducted with the spirit of openness and rec-

onciliation™;
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Whereas, in 1989, the Dalai Lama was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for his nonviolent strugele for the liberation
of Tibet and proposed Middle Way Policy to end the

Sino-Tibet Problem;

Whereas, in 2006, the United States Congress passed the
Fourteenth Dalai Lama Congressional Gold Medal Aet
(Public Law 109-287) to award the Dalai Lama the
United States Congressional Gold Medal, the highest ei-
vilian honor awarded by Congress, for his contributions
to peace, nonviolence, human rights, and religious under-

standing;

Whereas there are over 6,000,000 Tibetans in the world,

spanning over 40 countries;

Whereas there are over 31,000 individuals of Tibetan deseent
living in North Ameriea;

Whereas 2019 marked 60 years of friendship between the

United States and the Tibetan people;

Whereas there is overwhelming bipartisan C'ongressional sup-
port for the Tibetan people’s aspirations for internation-
ally recognized human rights and freedoms and the pro-
tection of their distinet religious, cultural, linguistic, and

national identity;

Whereas under the Tibetan Poliey Act of 2002 (Public Law
107-228), it is the policy of the United States to support
economic development, cultural preservation, health care
and education, and environmental sustainability for Ti-

betans inside of Tibet;

Whereas, in 2018, the Secretary of State convened the first-
ever Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom, during

which the Dalai Lama addressed over four hundred

*HRES 697 IH



70

3
heads of religions oreanizations and eivil societies by
=) o -

video:

Whereas, in May 2019, United States Ambassador to China

Terry Branstad traveled to Tibet, the first trip to the re-
gion by an American envoy in four years, during which
he met with senior Tibetan religious and cultural leaders;

and

Whereas, in October 2019, United States Ambassador at

LV

S v o N o W

11

13

Large for Religious Freedom, Samuel D. Brownback,
traveled to Dharamsala, India, to meet with the Dalai
Lama to diseuss ways to advance religious freedom: Now,

therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives

(1) recognizes the cultural and religious signifi-
cance of a genuinely autonomous Tibet and the deep
bond between the American and Tibetan people:

(2) commends the 14th Dalai Lama for his
commitment to global peace and nonviolenee; and

(3) determines that it would be beneficial to
convene a hipartisan, bicameral forum, either
through a Joint Meeting of Congress, a teleconfer-
ence broadeast in the Auditorium at the Capitol Vis-
itor Center, or roundtable, between Members of Con-
gress and His IHoliness the Dalai Lama to discuss
peaceful solutions to international confliets.

o
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 697
OFFERED BY MR. YOHO OF FLORIDA

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas the Dalai Lama’s principal commitments include
cultivation of warm-heartedness and such human values
as compassion and forgiveness; promotion of religious
harmony; and preservation of Tibetan language and cul-

ture and protection of Tibet’s natural environment;

Whereas the Dalai Lama has stated, “I remain convineed
that most human conflicts can be solved through genuine
dialogue condueted with the spirit of openness and rec-
oneiliation™;

Whereas, in 1989, the Dalai Lama was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for his nonviolent struggle for the liberation
of Tibet, his advocacy for peaceful solutions to preserve
Tibetans’ historieal and eultural heritage, and his con-
structive, forward-looking proposals for resolving inter-
national confliets, human rights issues, and global envi-

ronmental problems;

Whereas Congress has consistently shown overwhelming, bi-
partisan, bicameral support for the Tibetan people’s aspi-
rations for internationally recognized human rights and
freedoms and the protection of their distinet religious,
cultural, hnguistie, and historical identity, including by
passing the Tibetan Policy Act of 2002 (Public Law
107-228; 22 U.8.C, 6901 note);
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Whereas, in 2006, Congress passed the Fourteenth Dalai
Lama Congressional Gold Medal Act (Public Law 109-
287: 31 U.s.C. 5111), and in Oectober 2007, President
George W. Bush, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives Nancey Pelosi, and other Congressional leaders
awarded the Dalai Lama the United States Congressional
Gold Medal, the highest eivilian honor awarded by Con-
gress, for his contributions to peace, nonviolence, human

rights, and religious understanding;

Whereas Members of Congress have on multiple occasions
met with the Dalai Lama during congressional delega-
tions overseas, including a bipartisan delegation led by
then-ITouse Speaker Pelosi to meet with the Dalai Lama
and the Tibetan exiled community in 2008, a bipartisan
delegation led by then-House Minority Leader Naney
Pelosi in 2017, and a bipartisan delegation from the
House Democracy Partnership in 2019, to spotlight the

unjust oppression against the Tibetan people;

Whereas the Dalai Lama has on multiple occasions visited
the United States Capitol, ineluding most recently in
June 2016, during which he met with congressional lead-
ership to promote respeetful inter-religions harmony and
protection of the Tibetan people’s identity, eulture, lan-

gunage, and environment;

Whereas the Department of State finds in its 2020 Report
to Congress on Access to Tibetan Areas of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC), as required by the Reciproeal
Access to Tibet Aet of 2018 (Publie Law 115-330), that
the Chinese Government systematically impeded travel to
the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) and Tibetan areas
outside the TAR for United States diplomats and offi-
cials, journalists, and tourists in 2019;
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Whereas, in 2018, the Seeretary of State convened the first-
ever Ministerial to Advance Religious FFreedom, during
which the Dalai Lama addressed hundreds of members of

religions organizations and civil society by video;

Whereas under the Tibetan Poliey Act of 2002, it is the pol-
iy of the United States to support economic develop-
ment, eultural preservation, health ecare, and edueation
and environmental sustainability for Tibetans inside
Tibet;

Whereas the human rights situation in Tibet has significantly
deteriorated sinee the Tibetan Policy Aet of 2002 was

signed into law;

Whereas the Government of the People’s Republic of China’s
repeated insistence that it must control the selection of
the next leader of Tibetan Buddhism, a religion with ad-
herents across the globe ineluding in Mongolia, where a
2010 census reports 53 percent of individuals ages 15
and older self-identify as Buddhists, is a gross violation

of international religious freedom;

Whereas the House of Representatives overwhelmingly passed
H.R. 4331, the Tibetan Policy and Support Aet of 2019,
which reiterates support for the Tibetan community and
the need to hold Chinese officials responsible for religious
freedom abuses targeting Tibetan Buddhists;

Whereas after 35 years, the United States Consulate in
Chengdu, whieh was responsible for operations in and
providing diplomatic reporting on  developments con-
cerning Tibetan populations in southwestern China and
the Tibet Autonomous Region, closed on July 27, 2020,

and
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Whereas on September 12, 2020, the Dalai Lama addressed

a virtual session of the Group of Seven annual meeting
of Speakers and Heads of Parliament hosted by Speaker
of the House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi: Now,

therefore, be it

Strike all after the resolving clause and insert the

following:

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) affirms the cultural and religious signifi-
3 cance of the goal of genuine autonomy for the people
-+ of Tibet and the deep bond between the American
5 and Tibetan people;

6 (2) supports the efforts of the Dalai Lama and
7 the Tibetan leadership to achieve genuine autonomy
8 for Tibetans through negotiations without pre-
9 conditions with the People’s Republie of China;
10 (3) supports the T4th Dalai Lama’s commit-
11 ment to global peace, nonviolence, human rights,
12 and environmental protection and sustainability;
13 (4) urges the swift enactment of the Tibetan
14 Poliey and Support Act of 2019 to update United
15 States poliey toward Tibet, particularly on issues re-
16 lated to the succession or reincarnation of the Dalai
17 Lama, water security and environmental concerns in
18 the Tibetan plateau, and support for the Tibetan
19 community, language, eulture, and religion;
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5
1 (5) stresses the urgeney of addressing the ongo-
2 ing climate erisis, including in the Tibetan Platean,
3 and working toward environmental and economie
-+ Justice and equality;

5 (6) encourages United States diplomats and
6 other officials, journalists, and other citizens to seek
7 aceess to Tibetan areas and demand that China pro-
8 vide acecess and treatment reciprocal to access and
9 treatment the United States provides to Chinese dip-
10 lomats and other officials, scholars, and others in
11 the United States;
12 (7) ealls on the Secretary of State to mitigate
13 any potential impaet the closure of the United
14 States Consulate in Chengdu may have on the De-
15 partment of State's ability to provide timely report-
16 ing on and support for Tibetan communities, such
17 as by allocating additional resources to other United
18 States missions in China to improve coverage: and
19 (8) determines that it would be beneficial to
20 continue years of bipartisan and bicameral engage-
21 ment with the leaders of the Tibetan people, inelud-
22 ing between Members of Congress and IHis IHoliness
23 the 14th Dalai Lama.
gI\HLC\0928201092820.04 1.xm|  (77694616)
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Amend the title so as to read: ““A resolution affirm-
ing the significance of the advocacy for genuine auton-
omy for Tibetans in the People’s Republie of China and
the work His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama has done to

promote global peace, harmony, and understanding.”.
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1167 CONGRESS
1820 |, RES. 1100
1 ] ]

Reaffirming the strategic partnership between the United States and Mongolia
and observing the 30th anniversary of demoeracy in Mongolia.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 4, 2020
Ms. Trrus (for herself, Mr. Young, Mr. Yono, and Mr. PRICE of North
Carolina) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on Ways
and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the juris-
dietion of the committee coneerned

RESOLUTION

Reaffirming the strategic partnership between the United
States and Mongolia and observing the 30th anniversary

of democracy in Mongolia.

Whereas the United States and Mongolia established diplo-
matic relations in January 1987, and since that time the
relationship has grown stronger based on shared strategic
interests, security cooperation, democratic values, good

covernance, and respect for human rights;

Whereas, since its peaceful democratic revolution in 1989,
Mongolia has charted, through a series of initiatives, a
successful path to multiparty democracy and a free mar-

ket economy;
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Whereas, in 1990, the Government of Mongolia declared an
end to a one-party, authoritarian, political system and

adopted demoeratic and free market reforms;

Whereas, in 1992, Mongolia adopted a constitution estab-
lishing a parliamentary democracy, becoming the first
country in Asia to transition from communism to demoe-
racy;

Whereas Mongolia has shown its commitment to a “third
neighbor™ relationship with the United States by sending
troops to support United States operations in Iraq from
2003 through 2008 and Afghanistan sinee 2009, and
Mongolia has a strong record of troop contributions to
international peacekeeping missions;

Whereas successive Mongolian governments have taken nota-
ble steps to strengthen civil society, battle corruption,

and spur economic development;

Whereas the Parliament of Mongolia, the State Great
Khural, has engaged with Congress, ineluding through
the House Democracy Partnership, thereby promoting re-
sponsive and effective governance through peer-to-peer

cooperation;

Whereas Mongolia began as a partner to the Organization for
Seeurity and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) in 2004,
oradnated to become a participating state in 2012, and
participates actively in the work of the OSCE for sta-
bility, peace, and democracy;

Whereas Mongolia has regularly invited the OSCE and other
organizations to send monitoring teams to its Presi-

dential and parliamentary elections;

Whereas Mongolia has also been an active member of the

Community of Demoeracies (CoD), a global coalition of

+HRES 1100 IH
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countries that support adherence to common demoeratic
values and standards, and Mongolia has not only re-
mained active sinee the founding of the CoD in 2000 but
also sucecessfully chaired the CoD from 2011 through
2013;

Whereas, in addition to supporting the OSCE and CloD), Mon-
golia supports demoeratic initiatives while participating

in a wide range of other global institutions;

Whereas most recently, on June 24, 2020, Mongolia suceess-
fully organized parliamentary elections, strengthening its

commitment to democracy and the rule of law;

Whereas the suceess of Mongolia as a democracy and its stra-
tegic location, sovereienty, territorial integrity, and abil-
ity to pursue an independent foreien policy are highly rel-

evant to the national security of the United States;

Whereas the United States has provided support to Mongolia
throngh the Millenmium Challenge Corporation through
an initial compaect signed in 2007 designed to increase
economic growth and reduce poverty and a second com-
pact signed in 2018 involving investments in water infra-
structure, ineluding supply and wastewater recyeling, as

well as water sector sustainability;

Whereas, on September 20, 2018, the United States and
Mongolia signed a joint statement and the Roadmap for
Expanded Economic Partnership, outlining the intent to
deepen the bilateral commercial relationship through full
implementation of the obligations under the Agreement
on Transpareney in Matters Related to International
Trade and Investment between the United States of
America and Mongolia, signed at New York, September

24, 2013 (in this preamble referred to as the “United

+HRES 1100 IH
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States-Mongolia Transparency Agreement”), and to col-
laborate in supporting Mongolian small- and medium-

sized enterprises through various programs and projects;

Whereas, according to the Bureau of the Census, trade be-
tween the United States and Mongolia is modest but
growing, with a total value of trade in 2019 between the
two countries of approximately $217,500,000, including
$192,700,000 in United States exports to Mongolia and
$24,800,000 in United States imports from Mongolia;

Whereas Mongolia is a beneficiary country under the Gener-
alized System of Preferences program, but its use of the
program remains low, as in 2018 only %3,300,000 of ex-
ports from Mongolia to the United States entered were

under the program; and

Whereas, on July 31, 2019, the United States and Mongolia
declared the bilateral relationship a “Strategic Partner-
ship” and noted the shared desire—

(1) to intensify cooperation as strong democracies
hased on the rule of law through safeguarding and pro-
moting demoeratic values and human rights, including
the freedoms of religion or belief, expression, ineluding
internet and media freedom, assembly, and association,
anticorruption and fiscal transparency, and youth and
emerging leader development;

(2) to cooperate in promoting national security and
stability across the Indo-Pacific region so that all coun-
tries, secure in their sovereignty, are able to pursue eco-
nomic growth consistent with international law and prin-
ciples of fair competition;

(3) to deepen national security and law-enforcement
ties through collaboration on bilateral and multilateral se-

curity, judicial, and law-enforcement efforts in the region;

HRES 1100 TH
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(4) to strengthen cooperation in multilateral engage-
ments such as peacekeeping, humanitarian assistance,
and disaster preparedness and relief operations;

(5) to expand trade and investment relations on a
fair and reeciprocal basis, support private sector-led
erowth, fully implement the United States-Mongolia
Transparency Agreement, promote women's entrepre-
neurship, and continue to explore support for infrastrue-
ture under the new United States International Develop-
ment Finance Corporation with the new tools provided
under the BUILD Aet of 2018 (22 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.);

(6) to strengthen border security, prevent illegal

transshipment and trafficking, expand cooperation on
civil aviation safety and oversight, and efficiently facili-
tate legitimate travel between Mongolia and the United
States;

(7) to inerease cooperation in addressing transna-
tional threats such as terrorism, human trafficking, drug
trafficking, the proliferation of weapons of mass destrue-
tion, cvberattacks, transnational organized erime, pan-
demies, and other emerging nontraditional security
threats;

(8) to continue to develop an environment in which
civil society, social media, and a free and independent
media can tlourish; and

(9) to maintain high-level official dialogues, encour-
age bilateral exchanges at all levels of government, and
further develop people-to-people exchanges to deepen en-
cagement on issues of mutual interest and concern: Now,

therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

*HRES 1100 IH
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(1) recognizes the importance of the relation-
ship between the United States and Mongolia and
remains committed to advancing this Strategic Part-
nership in the future;

(2) emphasizes the importance of free and fair
elections in Mongolia;

(3) applauds the continued engagement of Mon-
eolia in the Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe, the Community of Democracies, con-
gressional-parliamentary partnerships including con-
tinued high-level parliamentary exchange, and other
institutions that promote democratic values, which
reinforces the commitment of the people and the
Government of Mongolia to those values and stand-
ards;

(4) encourages the United States Government
to help Mongolia use its benefits under the General-
ized System of Preferences program and other rel-
evant programs to increase trade between the United
States and Mongolia;

(5) urges the United States International De-
velopment Finance Corporation to expand activities
in Mongolia to support economic development, diver-
sification of the economy of Mongolia, and women-

owned small- and medinm-sized enterprises;

+*HRES 1100 IH
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(6) urges private and publie support to help di-
versify the economy of Mongolia through inereased
cooperation and investments, as well as infrastruc-
ture and other vital projects;

(7) urges the Department of State, the United
States Agency for International Development, and
other relevant agencies to continue to support Mon-
golia’s democratic and economic development and ef-
forts on anticorruption;

(8) reaffirms the importance of civil society to
the continued democratic development of Mongolia;

(9) encourages the Government of Mongolia to
build a regulatory system that supports and encour-
ages the growth and operation of independent non-
governmental organizations and continues to pursue
policies of transparency that uphold democratic val-
nes; and

(10) encourages the Government of Mongolia to
continue legal reform, build institutional capacity,
and improve the independence of other democratic

imstitutions.
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H.RES. 1100
OFFERED BY MS. TITUS OF NEVADA

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas the United States and Mongolia established diplo-
matie relations in January 1987, and sinee that time the
relationship has grown stronger based on shared strategic
interests, security cooperation, democratic values, good

governance, and respect for human rghts;

Whereas, since its peaceful demoeratic revolution in 1989,
Mongolia has charted, through a series of initiatives, a
sueeessful path to multiparty democracy and a free mar-

ket economy;

Whereas, in 1990, the Government of Mongolia declared an
end to a one-party, authoritarian, political system and

adopted democratic and free market reforms;

Whereas, in 1992, Mongolia adopted a constitution estab-
lishing a parliamentary demoeracy, becoming the first
country in Asia to transition from communism to demoe-
racy;

Whereas, in 1999, the Government of Mongolia invited the
Peace Corps to establish its program in the country and
has sinee hosted 1,437 volunteers in English and health

education;

Whereas Mongolia has shown its commitment to a “‘third
neighbor™ relationship with the United States by sending
troops to support United States operations in Iraq from
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2003 through 2008 and Afghanistan sinee 2009, and
Mongolia has a strong record of troop contributions to

international peacekeeping missions;

Whereas successive Mongolian governments have taken nota-
ble steps to strengthen eivil society, battle corruption,

and spur economic development;

Whereas the Parliament of Mongolia, the State Great
Khural, has engaged with Congress, including through
the House Democracy Partnership, thereby promoting re-
sponsive and effective governanee through peer-to-peer

cooperation;

Whereas Mongolia began as a partner to the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) in 2004,
eraduated to become a participating state in 2012, and
participates actively in the work of the OSCE for sta-

bility, peace, and democracy;

Whereas Mongolia has regularly invited the OSCE and other
organizations to send monitoring teams to its Presi-
dential and parliamentary elections;

Whereas Mongolia has also been an active member of the
Community of Democracies (Col)), a global coalition of
countries that support adherence to common democratic
values and standards, and Mongolia has not only re-
mained active since the founding of the CoD in 2000 but
also suceesstully chaired the CoD from 2011 through
2013;

Whereas, in addition to supporting the OSCE and CoD, Mon-
golia supports democratic initiatives while participating

i a wide range of other global institutions;
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Whereas most recently, on June 24, 2020, Mongolia success-
fully organized parliamentary elections, strengthening its

commitment to demoeracy and the rule of law;

Whereas the success of Mongolia as a demoeracy and its stra-
tegic location, sovereignty, territorial integrity, and abil-
ity to pursue an independent foreign poliey are highly rel-

evant to the national security of the United States;

Whereas climate change in Mongolia has contributed to se-
vere droughts, higher temperatures, and extreme winter
weather conditions, resulting in mass deaths of livestoek
and economic hardship for people living in rural commu-

nities, especially the nomadie population;

Whereas the United States has provided support to Mongolia
through the Millennium Challenge Corporation through
an initial compact signed in 2007 designed to incerease
economie growth and reduee poverty and a second com-
pact signed in 2018 involving investments in water infra-
structure, including supply and wastewater reeveling, as

well as water sector sustainability;

Whereas, on September 20, 2018, the United States and
Mongolia signed a joint statement and the Roadmap for
Expanded Economic Partnership, outlining the intent to
deepen the bilateral commercial relationship through full
implementation of the obligations under the Agreement
on Transparency in Matters Related to International
Trade and Investment between the United States of
America and Mongolia, signed at New York, September
24, 2013 (in this preamble referred to as the “United
States-Mongolia Transparency Agreement™), and to col-
laborate in supporting Mongolian small- and medium-

sized enterprises through various programs and projects:
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Whereas according to the Bureau of the Census, trade be-
tween the United States and Mongolia is modest but
growing, with a total value of trade in 2019 between the
two countries of approximately $217,500,000, ineluding
$192,700,000 in United States exports to Mongolia and
$24,800,000 in United States imports from Mongolia;

Whereas Mongolia is a beneficiary country under the Gener-
alized System of Preferences program, but its use of the
program remains low, as in 2018 only $3,300,000 of ex-
ports from Mongolia to the United States entered were

under the program; and

Whereas, on July 31, 2019, the United States and Mongolia
declared the bilateral relationship a “Strategic Partner-
ship™ and noted the shared desire—

(1) to intensify cooperation as strong demoe-
racies based on the rule of law through safeguarding
and promoting democratic values and human rights,
including the freedoms of religion or belief, expres-
sion, including internet and media freedom, assem-
bly, and association, anticorruption and fiscal trans-
parency, and youth and emerging leader develop-
ment;

(2) to cooperate in promoting national security
and stability across the Indo-Pacific region so that
all countries, secure in their sovereignty, are able to
pursue economic growth consistent with inter-
national law and prineiples of fair competition;

(3) to deepen national security and law-enforee-
ment ties through collaboration on bilateral and
nmultilateral security, judieial, and law enforcement

efforts in the region;
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(4) to strengthen cooperation in multilateral en-
gagements such as peacekeeping, humanitarian as-
sistance, and disaster preparvedness and relief oper-
ations;

(5) to expand trade and investment relations on
a fair and reciproeal basis, support private sector-led
erowth, fully implement the United States-Mongolia
Transparency Agreement, promote women's entre-
preneurship, and continue to explore support for in-
frastructure under the new United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation with the
new tools provided under the BUILD Aet of 2018
(22 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.):

(6) to strengthen border security, prevent illegal
transshipment and trafficking, expand cooperation
on civil aviation safety and oversight, and efficiently
facilitate legitimate travel between Mongolia and the
United States;

(7) to increase cooperation in addressing
transnational threats such as terrorism, human traf-
ficking, drug trafficking, the proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction, evberattacks, transnational
organized erime, pandemies, and other emerging
nontraditional security threats;

(8) to continue to develop an environment in
which eivil society, social media, and a free and inde-
pendent media can tlourish; and

(9) to maintain high-level official dialogues, en-
courage bilateral exchanges at all levels of govern-
ment, and further develop people-to-people  ex-
changes to deepen engagement on issues of mutual

interest and concern: Now, therefore, be it
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Strike all after the resolving clause and insert the

following:

I That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) underscores the importanee of the relation-
3 ship between the United States and Mongolia and
4 remains committed to advancing this Strategie Part-
5 nership in the future;

6 (2) encourages the United States Government
7 to help Mongolia use its benefits under the General-
8 ized System of Preferences program and other rel-
9 evant programs to increase trade between the United
10 States and Mongolia;
11 (3) urges the United States International De-
12 velopment Finance Corporation to expand activities
13 in Mongolia to support economic development, diver-
14 sification of the economy of Mongolia, and women-
15 owned small- and medinm-sized enterprises;
16 (4) urges Mongolia to address climate change
17 and continue to work with the UN Environment
18 Programme, the Global Climate Fund, and other
19 global institutions to strengthen climate change re-
20 silience;
21 (5) urges private and publie support to help di-
22 versify the economy of Mongolia through increased
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1 cooperation and investments, as well as infrastrue-
2 ture and other vital projects;

3 (6) supports the resumption of the Peace Corps
-+ program in Mongolia onee the COVID-19 pandemie
5 has subsided;

6 (7) urges the Department of State, the United
7 States Agencey for International Development, and
8 other relevant agencies to continue to support Mon-
9 golia’s demoeratic and economic development and ef-
10 forts on anticorruption;

11 (8) calls for the continued engagement of Mon-
12 golia in the Organization for Seeurity and Coopera-
13 tion in Europe, the Community of Democracies, con-
14 gressional-parliamentary partnerships, ineluding con-
15 tinued high-level parliamentary exchange, and other
16 institutions that promote democratic values, which
17 reinforees the commitment of the people and the
18 Government of Mongolia to those values and stand-
19 ards;
20 (9) reaffirms the importance of eivil society to
21 the continued demoeratic development of Mongolia;
22 (10) encourages the Government of Mongolia to
23 build a regulatory system that supports and encour-
24 ages the growth and operation of independent non-
25 governmental organizations and continues to pursue
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1 policies of transparency that uphold demoeratic val-
2 ues;
3 (11) urges Mongolia to continue their commit-
4 ment to free, fair and eredible eleetions; and
5 (12) encourages the Government of Mongolia to
6 continue legal reform, build institutional capacity,
7 and improve the independence of other democratic
8 mstitutions.

Amend the title so as to read: “A resolution re-
affirming the importance of the strategic partnership be-

tween the United States and Mongolia.”.
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1161 CONGRESS
18T SESSION H. RES. 7 1

Reaffirming the partnership between the United States and the African Union
and recognizing the importanee of diplomatie, security, and trade relations,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

DECEMBER 9, 2019
Ms. Bass (for herself, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, and Mr. GRIJALVA) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Reaffirming the partnership between the United States and
the African Union and recognizing the importance of

diplomatie, security, and trade relations.

Whereas President George W. Bush formally recognized the
African Union as an international organization in 2005,
and initiated the United States Mission to the African
Union in 2006, making the United States the first non-
African country to establish a diplomatic mission to the
African Union;

Whereas President Barack Obama was the first sitting Presi-
dent of the United States to visit the African Union
headquarters and deliver an address to the assembly in
July 2015;
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Whereas the pillars for the partnership between the United
States and the African Union Commission are peace and
security; economie growth, trade, and investment; demoe-
racy and governance; and promoting investment opportu-
nities and development, which are aligned with the Afri-
can Union’s strategic development framework, referred to

as Agenda 2063;

Whereas the United States supports the African Union
throngh assessed contributions to the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa, the United Nations Of-
fice to the African Union, and other United Nations or-
gans and agencies that provide technical support and ca-

pacity enhancement to the African Union;

Whereas the African Union participates in the African
Growth and Opportunity Aect, which boosts economic co-
operation and trade with 40 sub-Saharan African coun-

tries and whose benefits have been extended to 2025;

Whereas during the sixth annual High-Lievel Dialogue be-
tween the United States and the African Union Commis-
sion in November 2018, the United States affirmed its
support to the African Continental Free Trade Area, ac-
knowledged the progress attained on its establishment,
and pledged to enhance discussion on how to complement

and support the agreement;

Whereas the United States has provided technical assistance
to support the launch of the Democracy and Electoral
Assistance Unit, which coordinates the African Union’s
participation in eleetion observation and implements the
African Union Commission’s program for the promotion

of democracy on the continent;
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Whereas the United States has provided logistical and finan-
cial assistance to past and eurrent African Union peace
support operations in Somalia, the Central African Re-

publie, Mali, Sudan, and in the Lake Chad Basin;

Whereas the United States provides multivear technical sup-
port to the Africa Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, which emerged from the United States decision
to provide $10 million to the African Union to deploy Af-
rican health workers and deliver medical equipment to
address the 20142016 Ebola outbreak in West Africa;

and

Whereas with the assistance of the United States, the African
Union has positively influenced its member states by ad-
vancing rule of law, accountable governance, and respeect

for human rights: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) recognizes the importance of the partner-
3 ship between the United States and the African
3 Union and remains committed to advaneing this
5 strategie partnership in the future;

6 (2) reaffirms the mutually beneficial ties be-
7 tween the United States and the African Union,
8 based on a strong desire for regional security, inclu-
9 sive development, and stronger trade relations;
10 (3) acknowledges that the African Union recog-
11 nizes the African diaspora as the “sixth region” of
12 the continent, and celebrates the contributions of 47
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4
million Americans of African deseent to the culture
and society of the United States; and

(4) encourages greater collaboration with the

African Union to achieve the goals of socioeconomic
transformation of the continent over the next 50
vears, as articulated in Agenda 2063,

(@)
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116TaH CONGRESS
18 1, RES, 1077

Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives on the continued
importance of the United States-Lebanon relationship.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JULY 31, 2020
Mr. LaHoon (for himself, Ms. SHALALA, Mr. STIVERS, and Mr. GRAVES of
Louisiana) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the IHouse of Representatives on
the continued importance of the United States-Lebanon

relationship.

Whereas the security, sovereignty, independence, and terri-
torial integrity of Liebanon, a pluralistic democracy in the
Middle East, is in the interest of the United States and

its allies in the region;

Whereas, for more than a decade, the United States has pro-
vided robust assistance to Lebanon, including training
and equipment for the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF),
development assistance through the Economic Support
Fund (ESF), funding for schools and hospitals in Leb-

anon through the American Schools and Hospitals
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Abroad (ASHA) Program, and funding for the U.S.-Mid-
dle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI);

Whereas the integrity and independence of the LAF serves
a United States national security interest;

Whereas the LAF has been a eritical stabilizing foree in Leb-
anon with a longstanding partnership with the United

States military;

Whereas the United States has provided over $1,000,000,000

in foreign military and security assistance to the LAF;

Whereas the LAF, as the primary institution entrusted with
Lebanon’s defense, security, and sovereignty, is an impor-

tant force to support the safety and security of Lebanon;

Whereas international support for the United Nations In-
terim Foree in Lebanon (UNIFIL) remains necessary to
counteract destabilizing forees in Lebanon and help lower

tensions at the Lebanon-Israel border;

Whereas UNIFIL has been effective in facilitating tripartite
dialogues between the Lebanese and Israeli military offi-
cials and in conducting numerous border patrols in part-
nership with the LAF, to deescalate the possibilities of

“unintended consequences leading to violent conflict™;

Whereas United States support for American institutions in
Lebanon through programs such as ASHA, MEPI, and
ESF assistance are vital for fostering democratic ideals

and prineiples throughout Lebanon;

Whereas Lebanon hosts an estimated 1,500,000 refugees, a
population equal to almost one-third of its native popu-
lation and the highest refugee-per-capita ratio in the
world, despite challenges within its own social and eco-

nomic sectors;

+HRES 1077 IH
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Whereas Hezbollah alongside corrupt elites have taken advan-
tage of the Lebanese economy, government, and its citi-

ZEe1s:

Whereas Iran seeks to eliminate Liebanon’s sovereignty and
= .
its history as a strong United States ally and democratic

actor in the Middle East;

Whereas Hezbollah continues to harm the Lebanese people by
violating United Nations Security Council Resolution
1701 (2006), perpetuating undue foreign influence from
Iran, harming the distinet demographic and social equi-
librium of Lebanon, stoking sectarian violence, weakening
the Lebanese economy, and supporting corruption and vi-

olence within Lebanon;

Whereas corruption in the Lebanese public sector remains
unchecked, despite calls for efforts to combat corruption

in all government and social society sectors;

Whereas the harmful politicization of the independent judici-
ary in Lichanon is untenable and is being met with strong
disagreement by the Lebanese people and international
actors; and

Whereas respect for the rule of law and democratic principles
of an independent and free press, long supported in Leb-

anon, must persist at the highest levels: Now, therefore,

be it
1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—
2 (1) notes that the United States provides assist-
3 ance to the people of Lebanon in order to support
4 services and security for Lebanese citizens, particu-
5 larly to eounter the growing influence and negative
6 mmpact of Hezbollah and other destabilizing actors;
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(2) encourages the Government of Lebanon to
work actively to combat corruption in government,
execute structural reforms and anticorruption meas-
ures, and work with mternational financial institu-
tions like the International Monetary Fund and
World Bank to undertake necessary reforms in order
to stabilize the economy;

(3) calls on the Lebanese Government to secure
the safety, freedom of movement, and access for
United Nations Interim Foree in Lebanon troops
and mitigate any destabilizing effects on Lebanon
and while supporting robust enforcement of United
Nations Security Couneil Resolution 1701;

(4) supports the right of the people of Lebanon
to engage in peaceful demonstration and assembly to
achieve accountability in government, democratic po-
litical representation, increased eivil rights, and
anticorruption reforms;

(5) recognizes the Lebanese Armed Forces
(LAF) as the sole institution entrusted with the de-
fense of the sovereignty of Lebanon and supports
strengthening United States partnerships with the
LAF to prevent terrorist groups such as Hezbollah,
ISIS, and Al Qaeda from gaining influence in Leb-

anon; and
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5
(6) recognizes the role of Lebanon and its insti-
tutions, such as an independent judiciary, free press,
and multidenominational, representative government
as historie examples of demoeratie values in the Mid-
dle East and expresses support for the continuation
of democracy and demoeratic ideals in Lebanon.

)
L&
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 1077
OFFERED BY MR. DEUTCH OF FLORIDA

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas the security, sovereignty, independence, and terri-
torial integrity of Lebanon, a pluralistic demoeracy in the
Middle East, is in the interest of the United States and

its allies in the region;

Whereas, for more than a decade, the United States has pro-
vided robust assistance for Lebanon, ineuding traiming
and equipment for the Lebanese Armed Forees (LAF),
development assistance through the Eeconomic Support
Fund, funding for schools and hospitals in Lebanon
through the American Sehools and Hospitals Abroad Pro-
gram, and funding through the Middle East Partnership
Initiative;

Whereas the integrity and independence of the LAF serves

a United States national security interest;

Whereas the LAF has a longstanding partnership with the
United States military;

Whereas the LAF, as the primary institution entrusted with
Lebanon’s defense, security, and sovereignty, is an impor-

tant foree to support the safety and security of Lebanon;

Whereas international support for the United Nations In-
terim Foree in Lebanon (UNIFIL) remains necessary to
counteract destabilizing forces in Lebanon and help lower

tensions at the Lebanon-Israel border;
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2
Whereas, on August 28, 2020, the United Nations Security
Couneil unanimously extended and expanded UNIFIL's
mandate and called on the Lebanese Government to fa-
cilitate prompt and full access to sites requested by
United Nations peacekeepers for investigation, urged
freedom of movement and unimpeded aceess for peace-
keepers to all parts of the Blue Line between Lebanon
and Israel, and condemned in the strongest terms all at-
tempts to restrict United Nations troop movements and

attacks on mission personnel;

Whereas United States support for American institutions in
Lebanon through humanitarian and bilateral economic
assistance is vital for fostering demoeratic ideals and

principles throughout Lebanon;

Whereas Lebanon hosts an estimated 1,500,000 refugees, the
highest refugee-per-capita ratio in the world, despite chal-

lenges within its own social and economie sectors;

Whereas endemic corruption and mismanagement by elites
and the terrorist organization Hezbollah has led Lebanon
to the brink of economie collapse, with one of the highest
rates of public debt, food insecurity, and hyperinflation in

the world;

Whereas Iran undermines Lebanon’s sovereignty and its his-
tory as a strong United States ally and democratic actor
in the Middle East;

Whereas Tran’s terrorist proxy Hezbollah continues to harm
the Lebanese people by violating United Nations Security
Couneil Resolution 1701 (2006), perpetuating undue for-
eign influence from Iran, harming the distinet demo-

graphic and social equilibrium of Lebanon, stoking sec-
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tarian violence, weakening the Lebanese economy, and

supporting corruption and violence within Lebanon;

Whereas, on August 4, 2020, 2,750 tons of ammonium ni-
trate detonated at the Port of Beirut, killing approxi-

mately 200 people and injuring thousands more;

Whereas the dangerous and highly explosive material had
been unsafely stored at the Port of Beirut since 2014,
despite repeated warnings over the threat the stoekpile

posed to the surrounding civilian population;

Whereas the explosions destroyed vast swaths of infrastrue-

ture across Beirut and displaced up to 300,000 people;

Whereas the explosions destroyed or damaged the entire Port
of Beirut, through which Lebanon imports the bulk of its
food, including the destruction of approximately 120,000
metric tons of desperately needed food stocks, according
to the United Nations;

Whereas, prior to the explosions, nearly 1,000,000 people in
the Beirut metropolitan  area, including more  than
500,000 children, did not have the means to buy basic es-

sentials, ineluding food;

Whereas the United States Government has longstanding
concerns about Hezbollah's use of and influence over the
Beirut Port as a transit and storage point for its ter-

rorist enterprise;

Whereas the people of Lebanon across the political spectrum
have renewed demands for a meaningful change in Leb-
anon’s political leadership, government aceountability,
and transparency;

Whereas the United States has provided nearly $19,000,000
in humanitarian assistance to aid the people of Lebanon
following the explosions to support lifesaving medical re-
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sponses and relief’ including food aid for 300,000 people

and medical and pharmaceutical support for up to 60,000

people; and

Whereas

a stable Lebanon with a credible, transparent gov-

ernment free from Iranian and Hezbollah interference

and

based on the rule of law and demoeratie principles

is in the interests of the Lebanese people, the United

States, and United States partners and allies: Now,

therefore, be it

Strike the resolved elause and insert the following:

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—
2 (1) extends its heartfelt condolences to, and
3 stands with, the people of Lebanon following the
+ tragic events of August 4;

5 (2) ealls on the Government of Lebanon to ad-
6 vanee the interests of the people of Liebanon by root-
7 ing out corruption in government, executing strue-
8 tural reforms and anticorruption measures, and
9 working with international finaneial institutions like
10 the International Monetary Fund and World Bank
11 to undertake necessary reforms in order to stabilize
12 the economy;

13 (3) supports the right of the people of Lebanon
14 to engage in peaceful demonstration and assembly to
15 achieve accountability in government, democratic po-

g\WHLC\0924201092420.029.xm|  (77825614)

September 24, 2020 (2:55 a.m.)



105

GAMUIGDEUTCH\DEUTCH_084. XML

5

1 litical representation, inereased civil rights, and
2 anticorruption reforms;

3 (4) ealls on the Government of Lebanon to ad-
4 dress the root causes of instability and mismanage-
5 ment that allowed the tragic August 4 blast to take
6 place, including by responding to calls for account-
7 ability and reform by the people of Lebanon;

8 (H) ealls on the Lebanese Government, includ-
9 ing the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF), to take all
10 appropriate action to fully implement United Na-
11 tions Security Council Resolution 1701 (2006) and
12 any successor resolutions and to secure the safety,
13 freedom of movement, and access for United Nations
14 Iuterim Force troops in Lebanon;

15 (6) recognizes the LALF as the sole institution
16 entrusted with the defense of the sovereignty of Leb-
17 anon and supports United States partnerships with
18 the LAF to counter terrorist groups such as
19 Hezbollah, SIS, and Al Qaeda in Lebanon;
20 (7) supports United States efforts to provide
21 emergency humanitarian relief in concert with other
22 governments and international partners;
23 (8) affirms that United States assistance should
24 be delivered directly to the Lebanese people through
25 properly vetted channels, organizations, and individ-
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1 uals, without risk of diversion to terrorist groups;
2 and

3 (9) ealls on the Government of Lebanon to con-
4 duct a eredible, impartial, and transparent investiga-
5 tion into the cause of, and responsibility for, the Au-
6 gust 4 explosions, and inelude impartial inter-
7 national experts as part of the investigation team.

Amend the title so as to read: “Resolution express-
ing the sense of the House of Representatives on the con-
tinued importance of the United States-Lebanon relation-
ship and expressing solidarity with the Lebanese people
following the devastating explosions at the Port of Beirut
on August 4, 2020.7.
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1167mH CONGRESS
21 SESSION H R
° ®

To establish the Department of State Student Internship Program as a
paid internship program to provide studenis with the opportunity to
learn about a career in diplomaey and foreign affairs, and for other
purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. CastrO of Texas introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on

A BILL

To establish the Department of State Student Internship
Program as a paid internship program to provide stu-
dents with the opportunity to learn about a career in

diplomacy and foreign affairs, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Department of State

=

Student Internship Program Aet”.
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H.R. 8409
OFFERED BY MR. CASTRO OF TEXAS

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the

following:

(VS S ]

o 00 1 v b

13

15
16

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Department of State
Student Internship Program Act”.

SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF STATE STUDENT INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State shall es-
tablish the Department of State Student Internship Pro-
gram (in this section referred to as the “Program”) to
offer internship opportunities at the Department of State
to eligible students to raise awareness of the essential role
of diplomacy in the eonduet of United States foreign policy
and the realization of United States foreign policy ohjec-
tives.

(b) EriGgisiLiTYy.—To be eligible to participate in the
Program, an applicant shall—

(1) be enrolled, not less than half-time, at—

g \WHLC\093020'093020.165.xm| (77882813)
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I (A) an institution of higher eduecation (as
2 such term is defined section 102 of the Higher
3 Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)); or
(B) an institution of higher education

based outside the United States, as determined

by the Secretary of State;

4
5
6
7 (2) be able to receive and hold an appropriate
8 security clearance; and

9 (3) satisfy such other eriteria as established by
0 the Secretary.

11 (¢) SELECTION.—The Secretary of State shall estab-

12 lish selection eriteria for students to be admitted into the

13 Program that includes the following:

14 (1) Demonstrable interest in a career in foreign
15 affairs,

16 (2) Academic performance.

17 (3) Such other ecriteria as determined by the
18 Secretary.

19 (d) OvTrREACH.—The Secretary of State shall adver-

20 tise the Program widely, including on the internet,
21 throngh the Department of State’s Diplomats in Resi-
22 dence program, and through other outreach and recruiting
23 initiatives targeting undergraduate and graduate students.
24 The Seeretary shall actively encourage people belonging to
25 traditionally under represented groups in terms of racial,
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I ethnie, geographie, and gender diversity, and disability

LS o8]

term

catio

o o e~ v Lh

status to apply to the Program, including by condueting

targeted ontreach at minority serving institutions (as such

is deseribed in section 371(a) of the Higher Edu-
n Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067q(a)).
(e) COMPENSATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Students participating in the
Program shall be paid at least—

(A) the amount specified in section 6(a)(1)
of the Fair Labor Standards Aet of 1938 (29
U.S.C. 206(a)(1)), or

(B) the minimum wage of the jurisdiction
in which the internship is located, or

whichever is greatest.
(2) HOUSING ASSISTANCE.—

(A) ABroaD—The Secretary of State
shall provide housing to a student participating
in the Program whose permanent address is
within the United States if the location of the
internship in which such student is partici-
pating is outside the United States.

(B) DomEsTIC.—The Secretary of State is
authorized to provide housing to a student par-
ticipating in the Program whose permanent ad-

dress is within the United States if the location
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of the internship in which such student is par-

ticipating is more than 50 miles away from

such student’s permanent address.

(3) TRAVEL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary of
State shall provide a student participating in the
Program whose permanent address is within the
United States financial assistance to cover the costs
of travel once to and once from the location of the
internship in which such student is participating, in-
cluding travel by air, train, bus, or other transit as
appropriate, it the location of such internship is—

(A) more than 50 miles from such stu-
dent’s permanent address; or
(B) outside the United States.

(4) ASSISTANCE EXEMPT FROM TAXATION,—
For purposes of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
any amount which (but for this paragraph) would be
includible in gross income of the eligible recipient by
reason of housing assistance deseribed in paragraph
(2) or travel assistance deseribed in paragraph (3)
shall be excluded from gross income.

(f) WorKING WITH INSTITUTIONS OF IHIGHER EDU-

23 carion.—The Secretary of State is authorized to enter

24 into

agreements with institutions of higher education to

25 strueture internships to ensure such internships satisfy
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I eriteria for academic programs in which participants in

23

such internships are envolled.

(2) TRANSITION PERIOD.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than three years
after the date of the enactment of this Aet, the See-
retary of State shall transition all unpaid internship
programs of the Department of State, to the max-
imum extent practicable and exeluding internships
not administered by the Department, to internship
programs that offer compensation, such as the Pro-
gram and the Foreign Service Internship Program.

(2) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of
State may waive the transition requirement under
paragraph (1) for a period of not more than one
vear if the Secretary of State—

(A) determines that such a waiver is nee-
essary; and
(B) submits to the Committee on Foreign

Affairs of the House of Representatives and the

Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate

a report providing a justification for such a

waiver,

(h) REPORTS.—Not later than 18 months after the

24 date of the enactment of this Aet, the Secretary of State

25

shall submit to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
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2 Relations of a Senate a report that includes the following:
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(1) Information regarding the number of stu-
dents, disageregated by race, ethnieity, gender, insti-
tution of higher learning, home State, State where
each student graduated from high school, and dis-
ability status, who applied to the Program, were of-
fered a position, and participated.

(2) Imformation on the number of security
clearance investigations started and the timeline for
such investigations, including whether such inves-
tigations were completed or if, and when, an interim
security clearance was granted.

(3) Information on expenditures on the Pro-
gram,.

(4) Information regarding the Department of
State’s complianee with subsection (g).

(i) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section may
be construed to compel any employee of the Depart-
ment of State to participate in the collection of the
data or divalge any personal information. Depart-
ment employees shall be informed that their partici-
pation in the data collection contemplated by this

title is voluntary.

g\WHLC0930201093020.165.xml (77882813)

September 30, 2020 (2:54 p.m.)



114

GAMVG\CASTTXVCASTTX_102. XML

7
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2 under this section shall be subject to the relevant
3 privacy protection statutes and regulations applica-
-+ ble to Federal employees,
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I SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF STATE STUDENT INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State shall es-

tablish the Department of State Student Internship Pro-

gram (in this section referred to as the “Program”™) to

2
3
4
5
6 offer internship opportunities at the Department of State
7 to eligible students to raise awareness of the essential role
8 of diplomacy in the conduet of United States foreign policy
9 and the realization of United States foreign policy objee-
10 tives.

11 (b) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to participate in the

12 Program, an applicant shall—

13 (1) be a eurrent student at—

14 (A) an institution of higher education (as
15 such term is defined section 102 of the Higher
16 Eduecation Aet of 1965 (20 U.S.C 1002)): or
17 (B) an institution of higher education
18 based outside the United States, as determined
19 by the Seeretary of State;

20 (2) be able to receive and hold an appropriate
21 security elearance; and

22 (3) satisfy such other criteria as established by
23 the Secretary.

24 (¢) SELECTION.—The Secretary of State shall estab-

25 lish selection eriteria for students to be admitted into the
26 Program that includes the following:

g\WHLC\0928201092820.066.xml (765988110)
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(1) Demonstrable interest in a career in foreign
affairs,
(2) Academic performance.
(3) Such other eriteria as determined by the

Secretary.

(d) OUTREACH.—The Secretary of State shall adver-
tise the Program widely, including on the internet,
through the Department of State’s Diplomats in Resi-
dence program, and through other outreach and recruiting
iitiatives targeting undergraduate and graduate students,
The Secretary shall actively encourage people belonging to
traditionally under represented groups in terms of racial,
ethnie, geographie, and gender diversity, and disability
status to apply to the Program, including by condueting
targeted outreach at minority serving institutions (as such
term is deseribed in section 371(a) of the IHigher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.CC, 1067q(a)).

(e) COMPENSATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Students participating in the
Program shall be paid at least—
(A) the amount specified in section 6(a)(1)
of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29
U.8.C. 206(a)(1)), or

(B) the minimum wage of the jurisdiction

in which the internship is located, or

g\WHLC\0928201092820.066.xml (765988110)
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whichever is greatest.

(2) HOUSING ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary of
State shall provide housing to a student partici-
pating in the Program whose permanent address is
within the United States if the location of the in-
ternship in which such student is participating is
outside the United States.

(3) TRAVEL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary of
State shall provide a student participating in the
Program whose permanent address is within the
United States financial assistance to cover the costs
of travel once to and once from the location of the
mternship in which such student is participating, in-
cluding travel by air, train, bus, or other transit as
appropriate, if the location of such internship is—

(A) more than 100 miles from such stu-
dent’s permanent address; or
(B) outside the United States.

(4) ASSISTANCE EXEMPT FROM TAXATION.—
For purposes of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
any amount which (but for this paragraph) would be
ieludible in gross income of the eligible recipient by
reason of housing assistance deseribed in paragraph
(2) or travel assistance described in paragraph (3)

shall be excluded from gross income.
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(f) WORKING WITH INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION.—The Secretary of State is authorized to enter
into agreements with institutions of higher education to
structure internships to ensure such internships satisfy
eriteria for academic programs in which participants in
such internships are enrolled.

(g) TRANSITION PERIOD.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Seeretary
of State shall transition all unpaid internship programs
of the Department of State to internship programs that
offer compensation, ineluding the Foreign Service Intern-
ship Program.

(h) REPORTS.—Not later than 18 months after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of State
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on Foreign
Relations of a Senate a report that includes the following:

(1) Information regarding the number of stu-
dents, disaggregated by race, ethuicity, gender, insti-
tution of higher learning, home State, State where
each student graduated from high school, and dis-
ability status, who applied to the Program, were of-

fered a position, and participated.
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(2) Information on the number of security
clearance investigations started and the timeline for
completion of such investigations.

(3) Information on expenditures on the Pro-
gram.

(4) Information regarding the Department of
State’s compliance with subsection (h).

(1) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section may
be construed to compel any employee of the Depart-
ment of State to participate in the collection of the
data or divalge any personal information. Depart-
ment employees shall be informed that their partiei-
pation in the data collection contemplated by this
title is voluntary.

(2) PRIVACY PROTECTION.—Any data collected
under this seetion shall be subject to the relevant
privacy protection statutes and regulations applica-

ble to Federal employees.
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H.R. 8409
OFFERED BY MR. CASTRO OF TEXAS

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the

following:

(VS S ]

o 00 1 v b

13

15
16

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Department of State
Student Internship Program Act”.

SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF STATE STUDENT INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State shall es-
tablish the Department of State Student Internship Pro-
gram (in this section referred to as the “Program”) to
offer internship opportunities at the Department of State
to eligible students to raise awareness of the essential role
of diplomacy in the eonduet of United States foreign policy
and the realization of United States foreign policy ohjec-
tives.

(b) EriGgisiLiTYy.—To be eligible to participate in the
Program, an applicant shall—

(1) be enrolled, not less than half-time, at—

g \WHLC\093020'093020.165.xm| (77882813)
September 30, 2020 (2:54 p.m.)
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I (A) an institution of higher eduecation (as
2 such term is defined section 102 of the Higher
3 Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)); or
(B) an institution of higher education

based outside the United States, as determined

by the Secretary of State;

4
5
6
7 (2) be able to receive and hold an appropriate
8 security clearance; and

9 (3) satisfy such other eriteria as established by
0 the Secretary.

11 (¢) SELECTION.—The Secretary of State shall estab-

12 lish selection eriteria for students to be admitted into the

13 Program that includes the following:

14 (1) Demonstrable interest in a career in foreign
15 affairs,

16 (2) Academic performance.

17 (3) Such other ecriteria as determined by the
18 Secretary.

19 (d) OvTrREACH.—The Secretary of State shall adver-

20 tise the Program widely, including on the internet,
21 throngh the Department of State’s Diplomats in Resi-
22 dence program, and through other outreach and recruiting
23 initiatives targeting undergraduate and graduate students.
24 The Seeretary shall actively encourage people belonging to
25 traditionally under represented groups in terms of racial,

gWVHLC\093020'093020.165.xml (77882813)
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status to apply to the Program, including by condueting

targeted ontreach at minority serving institutions (as such

is deseribed in section 371(a) of the Higher Edu-
n Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067q(a)).
(e) COMPENSATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Students participating in the
Program shall be paid at least—

(A) the amount specified in section 6(a)(1)
of the Fair Labor Standards Aet of 1938 (29
U.S.C. 206(a)(1)), or

(B) the minimum wage of the jurisdiction
in which the internship is located, or

whichever is greatest.
(2) HOUSING ASSISTANCE.—

(A) ABroaD—The Secretary of State
shall provide housing to a student participating
in the Program whose permanent address is
within the United States if the location of the
internship in which such student is partici-
pating is outside the United States.

(B) DomEsTIC.—The Secretary of State is
authorized to provide housing to a student par-
ticipating in the Program whose permanent ad-

dress is within the United States if the location

g\WHLC0930201093020.165.xml (77882813)
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of the internship in which such student is par-

ticipating is more than 50 miles away from

such student’s permanent address.

(3) TRAVEL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary of
State shall provide a student participating in the
Program whose permanent address is within the
United States financial assistance to cover the costs
of travel once to and once from the location of the
internship in which such student is participating, in-
cluding travel by air, train, bus, or other transit as
appropriate, it the location of such internship is—

(A) more than 50 miles from such stu-
dent’s permanent address; or
(B) outside the United States.

(4) ASSISTANCE EXEMPT FROM TAXATION,—
For purposes of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
any amount which (but for this paragraph) would be
includible in gross income of the eligible recipient by
reason of housing assistance deseribed in paragraph
(2) or travel assistance deseribed in paragraph (3)
shall be excluded from gross income.

(f) WorKING WITH INSTITUTIONS OF IHIGHER EDU-

23 carion.—The Secretary of State is authorized to enter

24 into

agreements with institutions of higher education to

25 strueture internships to ensure such internships satisfy

g\WHLC0930201093020.165.xml (77882813)
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such internships are envolled.

(2) TRANSITION PERIOD.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than three years
after the date of the enactment of this Aet, the See-
retary of State shall transition all unpaid internship
programs of the Department of State, to the max-
imum extent practicable and exeluding internships
not administered by the Department, to internship
programs that offer compensation, such as the Pro-
gram and the Foreign Service Internship Program.

(2) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of
State may waive the transition requirement under
paragraph (1) for a period of not more than one
vear if the Secretary of State—

(A) determines that such a waiver is nee-
essary; and
(B) submits to the Committee on Foreign

Affairs of the House of Representatives and the

Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate

a report providing a justification for such a

waiver,

(h) REPORTS.—Not later than 18 months after the

24 date of the enactment of this Aet, the Secretary of State

25

shall submit to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the

g\WHLC0930201093020.165.xml (77882813)
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I House of Representatives and the Committee on Foreign

2 Relations of a Senate a report that includes the following:
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(1) Information regarding the number of stu-
dents, disageregated by race, ethnieity, gender, insti-
tution of higher learning, home State, State where
each student graduated from high school, and dis-
ability status, who applied to the Program, were of-
fered a position, and participated.

(2) Imformation on the number of security
clearance investigations started and the timeline for
such investigations, including whether such inves-
tigations were completed or if, and when, an interim
security clearance was granted.

(3) Information on expenditures on the Pro-
gram,.

(4) Information regarding the Department of
State’s complianee with subsection (g).

(i) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section may
be construed to compel any employee of the Depart-
ment of State to participate in the collection of the
data or divalge any personal information. Depart-
ment employees shall be informed that their partici-
pation in the data collection contemplated by this

title is voluntary.
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2 under this section shall be subject to the relevant
3 privacy protection statutes and regulations applica-
-+ ble to Federal employees,
\VHLCI0930201093020.165.xm|  (77882813)

September 30, 2020 (2:54 p.m.)



127

v

116T1 CONGRESS
18T SESSION H. RES. 6 72

Expressing support of the Three Seas Initiative in its efforts to inerease
energy independenee and infrastrueture connectivity thereby strength-
ening the United States and European national security.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OcTOBER 31, 2019
Ms. KapTUR (for herself, Mr. KINZINGER, Mr. KEATING, Mr. Sigges, Mr.
PENCE, Mr. GOODEN, Mr. CosTa, Mr. ROONEY of Florida, Mr. HUNTER,
Mr. Hagrris, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. Huck, Mr. TURNER, Mr.
QuicLeY, and Mr. PrICE of North Carolina) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Expressing support of the Three Seas Initiative in its efforts
to increase energy independence and infrastructure
connectivity thereby strengthening the United States and

European national security.

Whereas, in 2015, 12 Central and European nations of the
European Union established the Three Seas Initiative to
increase energy autonomy and resilience through support
of collective financing for new infrastructure projects to
connect the region between the Adratie, Baltie, and

Black Seas;
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2

Whereas the United States pledged support and willingness
to serve as a steadfast partner of the Three Seas Initia-

tive's effort at the July 2017 Warsaw summit;

Whereas the Three Seas Initiative will advance economic
growth, resilience, and energy security in this strategic
region, thereby increasing the national security of the
United States;

Whereas the President of the European Commission recog-
nized the Three Seas Initiative as a “‘eatalyst for the co-
hesion and convergence of the EU and for the strength-

ening of the transatlantic link™;

Whereas Soviet-imposed communist rule in Ceentral and East-
ern Europe left the region with a significant infrastrue-
ture deficit, especially in the realm of north-south trans-

portation and energy lines;

Whereas the current state of infrastructure in Central and
Eastern Europe nations restricts energy, water, and tele-

communications interconnectivity across the region;

Whereas the infrastructure deficit leaves these nations overly
dependent on Russia for their energy and additional eco-

nomiec needs;

Whereas Russia seeks to undermine democratic institutions
and liberty in Europe through hybrid means, including
using energy as a tool for coercion;

Whereas Russian gas pipeline projeets, such as Nord Stream
IT and Turk Stream, are political and seek to undermine
Europe’s energy security;

Whereas diversification of energy sources and supply routes,
including development of renewable energy sources and

technology, is critical to bolstering energy security;

+HRES 672 IH
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Whereas members of the Three Seas Imtiative have

prioritized key energy projects such as the Krk, Croatia
LNG terminal, Gas Interconnector Republic of Poland-
Republie of Lithuania, the Bulgaria-Romania-Hungary-
Austria (BRUA) gas interconnector, and other cross-bor-

der interconnections;

Whereas members of the Three Seas Initiative have also

prioritized key digital infrastrueture and transportation
projects to support modern and vibrant economies includ-
ing the Three Seas Initiative Digital Highway, the Viking
Train, the Adriatic TEN-T Core Network Corridor, and

the FAIRway Danube, among others; and

Whereas the Three Seas Initiative includes vital allies of the

a2

e e

(= IR-T . T~

11

13
14

United States: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) supports the Three Seas Initiative in its ef-
forts to inerease energy resilience and infrastructure
connectivity across Central and Eastern Europe and
to further the process of building a Europe that is
undivided, secure, prosperous, and free;

(2) encourages Three Seas Initiative nations to
take action on joint financing of projects to
strengthen energy infrastructure projects in Central
and Eastern Europe, including through national
contributions to the Three Seas Initiative Infrastiue-
ture Fund;

(3) reaffirms the authority of the President

under the Build Aet of 2018 (division ' of Publie

*HRES 672 IH
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Law 115-254) to provide the United States finane-
ing to the Three Seas Initiative and its projects in
cases that advance national economic or foreign pol-
icy interests of the United States and would produce
significant developmental outcomes or provide devel-
opmental benefits to the poorest population;

(4) encourages the Three Seas Initiative mem-
ber nations to boost cross-border cooperation and fi-
naneing on diversification of energy sources, includ-
ing clean energy sources and infrastructure;

(5) encourages Three Seas Initiative nations to
extend  this  vision of  enhanced  regional
infrastructural  connectivity to non-EU  member
states in the Three Seas region, including Ukraine,
Moldova, and those in the Western Balkans; and

(6) strongly condemns any efforts of Russia to
weaponize energy as a means to put pressure on or

to undermine liberty and democracy in Europe.

()

*HRES 672 IH
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 672
OFFERED BY MR. KINZINGER OF ILLINOIS

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas, in 2015, 12 Central and European nations of the
European Union established the Three Seas Initiative to
inerease energy, infrastructure, and digital communica-
tions autonomy and resilience through support of collec-
tive financing for new infrastructure projects to connect

the region between the Adriatie, Baltie, and Black Seas;

Whereas the United States pledged support and willingness
to serve as a steadfast partner of the Three Seas Initia-

tive's effort at the July 2017 Warsaw summit;

Whereas, in February 2020, the Secretary of State an-
nounced a United States commitment of up to
$1,000,000,000 in financing for Three Seas Initiative
countries to promote energy security and economie

growth;

Whereas the Three Seas Initiative will advanee economic
growth, resilience, transport and digital eonnectivity, and
energy security in this strategic region, thereby increas-

ing the national security of the United States;

Whereas the President of the European Commission recog-
nized the Three Seas Initiative as a “catalyst for the co-

T

hesion and convergence of the EU and for the strength-

ening of the transatlantie link™;

g\WHLC\0929201092920.007.xm| (77859114)
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Whereas Soviet-imposed communist rule in Central and East-
ern Europe left the region with a significant infrastiue-
ture deficit, especially in the realm of north-south trans-

portation and energy lines;

Whereas the eurrent state of infrastructure in Central and
Eastern Europe nations restricts energy, water, and tele-

communications interconnectivity across the region;

Whereas the infrastructure deficit leaves these nations overly
dependent on Russia for their energy and additional eco-

nomie needs:

Whereas Russia seeks to undermine demoeratic institutions
and liberty in Europe through hybrid means, including

using energy as a tool for coercion;

Whereas Russian gas pipeline projeets, such as Nord Stream
IT and Turk Stream, are political and seek to undermine

Europe’s energy security:

Whereas the Three Seas Initiative provides a positive alter-
native for financing for transport, energy and digital
connectivity projects in the Three Seas region to China's
17+1 and Belt and Road Initiatives, which have exported
corruption, debt traps, and poor labor and environmental

standards;

Whereas diversification of energy sources and supply routes,
including development of renewable energy sources and

technology, is eritical to bolstering energy security;

Whereas members of the Three Seas Initiative have
prioritized key energy projects such as the Krk, Croatia
LNG terminal, Gas Interconnector Republic ot Poland-
Republic of Lithuania, the Bulgaria-Romania-Hungary-
Austria (BRUA) gas interconnector, and other eross-hor-

der intereconnections:

g\WVHLC\0926201092920.007.xml (77859114)
September 29, 2020 (9:15 a.m.)



133

GAMVGKINZINIKINZIN_066. XML,

Whereas
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3
members of the Three Seas Initiative have also
itized key digital infrastructure and transportation

projects to support modern and vibrant economies includ-

ing the Three Seas Initiative Digital Highway, the Viking
Train, the Adriatic TEN-T Core Network Corridor, and

the FAIRway Danube, among others; and

Whereas

the Three Seas Initiative includes vital allies of the

United States: Now, therefore, be it

Strike all after the resolving elause and insert the

following:

1 That the House of Representatives

2 (1) supports the Three Seas Initiative in its ef-
3 forts to inerease energy resilience and infrastructure
4 connectivity across Central and Eastern Europe and
5 to further the process of building a Europe that is
6 undivided, seeure, prosperous, and free;

7 (2) encourages Three Seas Initiative nations to
8 take action on joint financing of projects to
9 strengthen energy, infrastructure, and digital com-
10 munications projects in Central and Eastern Eu-
11 rope, including through national contributions to the
12 Three Seas Initiative Infrastructure Fund;
13 (3) reaffirms the authority of the President
14 under the Build Aet of 2018 (division F of Public
15 Law 115-254) to provide United States finaneing to
16 the Three Seas Initiative and its projects in cases

gI\WHLC\0920201092920.007xm  (77859114)
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1 that advance national economie or foreign poliey in-
2 terests of the United States and would produce sig-
3 nificant developmental onteomes or provide develop-
-+ mental benefits to the poorest population;

5 (4) reaffirms the authority of the United States
6 International ~ Development  Finance  Corporation
7 under the European Energy Security and Diver-
8 sification Act of 2019 (title XX of division P of Pub-
9 liec Law 116-94) to provide support for the Three
10 Seas Initiative and its energy infrastructure projects
11 in countries with upper-middle-income or high-in-
12 come economies in cases deseribed in paragraph (3)
13 or if such support is necessary to preempt or
14 counter efforts by a strategic competitor of the
15 United States to secure significant political or eco-
16 nomie leverage or acquire national security-sensitive
17 technologies or infrastructure in a country that is an
18 ally or partner of the United States;

19 (5) encourages the Three Seas Initiative mem-
20 ber nations to boost cross-border cooperation and fi-
21 nancing on diversification of enerey sources, includ-
22 ing clean energy sources and infrastructure;

23 (6) encourages Three Seas Initiative nations to
24 extend  this  wvision  of  enhanced  regional
25 infrastruetural connectivity to non-European Union

gI\WHLC\0920201092920.007xm  (77859114)
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1 member states in the Three Seas region, including
2 Ukraine, Moldova, and those in the Western Bal-
3 kans; and
4 (7) strongly condemns any efforts of Russia to
5 weaponize energy as a means to put pressure on or
6 to undermine liberty and democracy in Europe.
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Expressing coneern over the detention of Austin Tice, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 3, 2019
Mr. GREEN of Texas submitted the following vesolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence (Permanent Seleet), for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned

RESOLUTION

Expressing concern over the detention of Austin Tice, and

for other purposes.

Whereas Austin Tice is a 37-year-old veteran, having served
in the Marine Corps as an infantry officer, a Georgetown
law student, and a graduate of Georgetown University,

from Houston, Texas;

Whereas Austin is an Eagle Scout, National Merit Scholar-

ship finalist, and eldest of seven children;

Whereas Austin was a contributing freelance journalist to
MeClatechy Newspapers, the Washington Post and other
media outlets and a recipient of the 2012 George Polk

Award for War Reporting;
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Whereas, in May 2012, Austin erossed the Turkey-Syria bor-

der to report on the intensifving confliet in Syria;

Whereas, on August 11, 2012, Austin celebrated his 31st
birthday in Darayaa, Syria;

Whereas, on August 14, 2012, Austin departed for Beirut,
Lebanon, was detained at a checkpoint near Damascus,
Syria, and contact with family, friends, and colleagues

ceased;

Whereas, in late September 2012, a video clip appeared on
YouTube showing Austin blindfolded and being prodded

up a hillside by masked militants;

Whereas in the more than 2,300 days since Austin’s dis-
appearance, no group has claimed responsibility for his
capture;

Whereas the Syrian government has never acknowledged de-
taining Austin and has denied the same to Austin’s par-

ents;

Whereas officials of the United States believe Austin is alive
and the government of Bashar al-Assad or a group affili-

ated with it is holding him;

Whereas Austin Tice’s parents, Mare and Debra Tice, have
been diligent in their efforts to find their son, repeatedly
meeting with senior officials of the United States Govern-
ment, the Syrian government, the United Nations, and
many others;

Whereas the Tices have traveled to the Middle East multiple
times, most recently in December 2018, seeking Austin’s
safe release, and Debra Tiee spent four months living in

Damascus, Syria, for the same purpose;

+HRES 17 IH
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Whereas the Tices have partnered with Reporters Without

Borders to launch campaigns with nearly 270 newspapers
and media organizations, highlighting Austin’s case in

their publications and on their websites:

Whereas institutions and organizations including Georgetown

University, Georgetown Law Center, the National Press
Club, the Committee to Protect Journalists, MeClatehy,
and the Washington Post have collaborated to raise and

maintain public awareness of Austin’s detention: and

Whereas, on November 13, 2016, United States Special Pres-

L I S
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13
14

idential Envoy for Hostage Affairs, Robert (. O'Brien,
said that the United States Government believes Austin

Tice is alive: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) expresses its ongoing concern regarding the
capture of Austin Tice near Damaseus, Syria, in Au-
gust 2012, and his continuing detention;

(2) encourages the Department of State, the in-
telligence community, and the interagency Hostage
Recovery Fusion Clell to jointly continue investiga-
tions and to pursue all possible information regard-
ing Austin’s detention;

(3) encourages the Department of State and
the Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs
to engage directly with officials of the Syrian gov-
ernment to facilitate Austin’s safe release and re-

turn;

*HRES 17 TH
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(4) encourages the Department of State to
work with foreign governments known to have diplo-
matic influence with the Government of Syria: and

(5) requests that the Department of State and
the intelligence community continue to work with
and inform Congress and the family of Austin Tice
regarding efforts to secure Austin's safe release and
return from detention in Syria.

O
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 17
OFFERED BY MR. MCCAUL OF TEXAS

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas Austin Tice is a 39-year-old veteran, having served
in the Marine Corps as an infantry officer, a Georgetown
law student, and a graduate of Georgetown University,
from Houston, Texas;

Whereas Austin is an Eagle Scout, National Merit Scholar-
ship finalist, and eldest of seven children;

Whereas Austin was a contributing freelance journalist to
MeClatehy Newspapers, the Washington Post and other
media outlets, and a recipient of the 2012 George Polk
Award for War Reporting;

Whereas, in May 2012, Austin erossed the Turkev-Syria bor-

der to report on the intensifyving conflict in Syria;

Whereas, on August 11, 2012, Austin celebrated his 31st
birthday in Darayaa, Syria;

Whereas, on August 14, 2012, Austin departed for Beirut,
Lebanon, was detained at a checkpoint near Damascus,
Syria, and contact with family, friends, and colleagues
ceased;

Whereas, in late September 2012, a video elip appeared on
YouTube showing Austin blindfolded and being prodded
up a hillside by masked militants;

Whereas in the years since Austin’s disappearance, no group
has claimed responsibility for his capture;
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-
Whereas the Syrian government has never acknowledged de-
taining Austin and has denied the same to Austin’s par-

ents;

Whereas officials of the United States believe Austin is alive
and being held in Syria and that the Syrian government
should assist in locating and returning Austin to his fam-
ily:

Whereas Austin Tiee’s parents, Mare and Debra Tice, have
been diligent in their efforts to find their son, repeatedly
meeting with senior officials of the United States Govern-
ment, the Syrian government, the United Nations, and

many others;

Whereas the Tices have traveled to the Middle East multiple
times, most recently in December 2018, secking Austin's
safe release, and Debra Tice spent four months living in

Damaseus, Syria, for the same purpose;

Whereas the Tices have partnered with Reporters Without
Borders to launch campaigns with nearly 270 newspapers
and media organizations, highlichting Austin’s case in

their publications and on their websites;

Whereas institutions and organizations, including Georgetown
University, Georgetown Law Center, the National Press
Club, the Committee to Protect Journalists, MeClatehy,
and the Washington Post, have collaborated to raise and
maintain public awareness of Austin’s detention;

Whereas, on November 18, 2018, then-United States Special
Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs, Robert O'Brien,
said that the United States Government believes Austin

Tiee 1s alive:
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Whereas at a press briefing on March 19, 2020, President
Trump expressed concern for Austin and called on the

Syrian government to release him;

Whereas Majd Kamalmaz is a 62-year old Syrian-American

psyvehotherapist, father of four, and resident of Texas;

Whereas Majd is a well-known mental-health professional
with experience in disaster relief and post-traumatic care;

Whereas in February 2017 Majd traveled to Syria to visit an
elderly family member and aid eivilians traumatized by
the Syrian civil war;

Whereas on February 16, 2017 Majd's family received word
that he had been detained at a checkpoint on his way to
Ghouta, outside of Damascus, Syria;

Whereas since February 2017 Majd’'s family has not heard
from him;

Whereas the Syrian government has never publicly acknowl-
edged detaining Majd;

Whereas Majd's family and the Syrian-American community
have advocated tirelessly for his immediate release; and

Whereas in July 2020, United States Ambassador and Spe-
cial  Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs Roger
Carstens publicly stated, “The U.S. Government is in fre-
quent contact with the Kamalmaz family to provide sup-
port and information” and that “Bringing home Majd,
along with all U.S. eitizens held hostage or wrongfully de-
tained abroad, has the attention of the highest levels in
the U.S. government.””: Now, therefore, be it

Strike all after the resolving clause and insert the

following:

gWVHLC\0925201092520.315.xml (77843012)
September 25, 2020 (5:59 p.m.)



143

GAMUGMCCAULWMCCAUL_076. XML

4
1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—
2 (1) expresses its ongoing coneern regarding the
3 capture of Austin Tice in August 2012 and Majd
-+ Kamalmaz in February 2017, and their continuing
5 detention;
6 (2) encourages the Department of State, the in-
7 telligence community, and the interagency Hostage
8 Recovery Fusion Cell to jointly continue investiga-
9 tions and to pursue all possible information regard-
10 ing Austin and Majd’s detention;
11 (3) encourages the Department of State and
12 the Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs
13 to engage the Syrian government to facilitate Austin
14 and Majd’s safe release and retuimg
15 (4) encourages the Department of State to
16 work with foreign governments known to have diplo-
17 matie influence with the Syrian government; and
18 (5) requests that the Department of State and
19 the intelligence community continue to work with
20 and inform Congress and the families of Austin Tice
21 and Majd Kamalmaz to the extent possible regard-
22 ing efforts to secure their safe release and return
23 from detention in Syria.
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Amend the title so as to read: “A resolution express-
ing concern over the detention of Austin Tice and Majd

Kamalmaz, and for other purposes.”.
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AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDMENT IN THE
NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE TO H. RES. 17
OFFERED BY MR. WILSON OF SOUTH CAROLINA

At the appropriate place in the text proposed to in-

serted in the preamble, insert the following:

Whereas, as desceribed in the Caesar Syria Civilian Proteetion
Aet of 2019 (22 U.S.C. 8791 note), Congress calls on the
regime of Bashar al-Assad to release all political pris-
oners foreibly held within its prison system and to allow
aceess to the same facilities for investigations by appro-

priate international human rights organizations;
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1167 CONGRESS
L8295 1, RES. 823

Condemning the Government of Iran’s state-sponsored persecution of its
Baha'i minority and its continued violation of the International Cov-
enants on Human Rights.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 30, 2020
Mr. DEUTCH (for himself, Mr. WiLsoN of South Carolina, Mr. ENGEL, Mr.
McCavrn, Ms. ScHAKOWSKY, Mr. SM1TH of New Jersey, Mr. SCHNEIDER,
Mr. Caasor, Mr. MEEKS, and Mrs. WAGNER) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Condemning the Government of Iran’s state-sponsored perse-
cution of its Bahai minority and its continued violation

of the International Covenants on Human Rights.

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1993, 1994,
1996, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013, 2015,
2016, 2017, and 2018, Congress declared that it de-
plored the religious persecution by the Government of
Iran of the Baha'i community and would hold the Gov-
ernment of Iran responsible for upholding the rights of
all Iranian nationals, including members of the Baha'i
faith;
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Whereas, since 1979, authorities have killed or executed more
than 200 Baha'i leaders, and more than 10,000 have

been dismissed from government and university jobs;

Whereas the Report of the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Is-
lamiec Republic of Iran (A/74/188) dated July 18, 2019,
provides, in part—

(1) the Iranian authorities and the Iranian eriminal
justice system regard the Baha'is as “‘unprotected
infidels”; the Baha'i faith is also ‘“‘regarded as a mis-
ouided seet™; and “Baha’t worship and religious practices
are deemed heresy.”;

(2) “Baha’is have been murdered with impunity and
violations of their human rights have not been inves-
tigated.”;

(3) members of the Baha'i faith “‘frequently face
charges, such as, ‘breaching national security’, ‘propa-
ganda against the holy regime of the Islamic Republic of
Iran’, or ‘propaganda activities against the regime in the
interests of the Baha'i seet’”;

(4) “Since August 2005, more than 1,168 Baha'is
have been arrested and charged with vaguely worded
offences.”;

(5) “There were a total of 95 Baha'is reportedly ar-
rested in 2018, compared with at least 84 in 2017 and
81 in 2016,

(6) “On 1 January 2019, the court of appeal of
Isfahan reportedly condemned, in separate judgments,
nine Baha'i eitizens to a total of 48 years of prison. They
had been charged with ‘membership of the illegal Baha'i
community and propaganda against the regime by

spreading the Baha'i faith in the society.””

+HRES 823 IH
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(7) directed by a 2007 letter from the Security Unit
of the Public Place Supervision Office of the Islamic Re-
publie of Iran to police commanders throughout the coun-
try, Iranian authorities continue to apply economic pres-
sure against the Baha’t community, by banning them
from specific professions and “halting their entry to ‘high
earning businesses.’ " and

(8) “Since 2013, there have been more than 803 in-
cidents of violations of economic rights of the Baha’is, in-
cluding arbitrary shop closures, unfair dismissals from
employment and the actual or threatened revocation of

business licenses.’;

Whereas the Department of State’s International Religions
Freedom Report for 2018, Iran section, provides, in
part—

(1) “Non-Shia Muslims and those affiliated with a
religion other than Islam, especially members of the
Baha'i community, continued to face societal diserimina-
tion and harassment, and employers experienced social
pressures not to hire Baha'is or to dismiss them from
their private sector jobs.”: and

(2) “The law bars Baha'is from founding their own
educational institutions. A Ministry of Seience, Research,
and Technologyv order requires universities to exclude Ba-
ha’is from access to higher education or expel them if

their religious affiliation becomes known.™;

Whereas, on March 13, 2019, the Department of State re-
leased the Country Reports on Human Rights Practices
for 2018 and, in connection with Iran, the report pro-
vides, in part—

(1) Iranian authorities “barred Baha'i students from

higher education”, and in September 2018, denied enroll-

+HRES 823 IH
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ment to more than 50 Baha'i college applicants because
of their religious affiliation; and
(2) “The country materially contributed to human
rights abuses . . . in Yemen, through its support for
Houthi rebels and directing authorities in Houthi-con-
trolled areas of Yemen to harass and detain Baha'is be-

cause of their religious affiliation.”;

Whereas the 2019 Annual Report of the United States Clom-
mission on International Religious Freedom provides, in
part—

(1) “There are more than 300,000 Baha'is in Iran,
who together constitute the largest non-Muslim religious
majority in the country.”;

(2) “Shiraz ecity councilman Mehdi Hajati was ar-
rested on the order of the Shiraz Revolutionary Court
after criticizing the arrests of Baha'is in his city.”; and

(3) “Security forces also prevented the burial of two
deceased Baha'i individuals in a Baha'l cemetery in
Kerman after it was sealed in March 2018. In Oectober,
the body of a deceased Baha'i woman was exhumed four
days after her burial and abandoned in a desert area out-

side the town of Jaban.”;

Whereas the Baha'i International Community has doeu-
mented more than 26,000 items of anti-Baha’i hate prop-
aganda in Iran’s official and semi official media since
January 2014,

Whereas the Government of Iran is a party to the Inter-
national Clovenants on Human Rights and is in violation
of its obligations under such covenants;

Whereas section 105 of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions,
Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C.

8514) authorizes the President to impose sanctions on in-

*HRES 823 IH
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dividuals “responsible for or complicit in, or responsible
for ordering, controlling, or otherwise directing, the com-
mission of serious human rights abuses against citizens
of Tran or their family members on or after June 12,
2009"; and

Whereas the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human Rights
Act of 2012 (Public Law 112-158) amends and expands
the authorities established under the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010
(Public Law 111-195) to sanetion Iranian human rights

abusers: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the ouse of Representatives
2 (1) eondemns the Government of Iran's state-
3 sponsored persecution of its Baha'i minority and its

4 continued violation of the International Covenants
5 on Human Rights;

6 (2) calls on the Government of Iran—

7 (A) to immediately release all imprisoned
8 or detained Baha'is, together with all other
9 prisoners held solely on aceount of their reli-
10 gion;

11 (B) to end its state-sponsored campaign of
12 hate propaganda against the Baha'is; and

13 (') to reverse state-imposed policies deny-
14 ing equal opportunities to higher education,
15 earning a livelihood, due process under the law,
16 and the free exercise of religious practices;
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(3) calls on the President and the Secretary of
State, in cooperation with responsible nations, to im-
mediately condemn the Government of Iran’s eontin-
ued violation of human rights and demand the im-
mediate release of prisoners held solely on account
of their religion; and

(4) urges the President and the Secretary of
State to utilize available authorities to impose sanc-
tions on officials of the Government of Iran and
other individuals directly responsible for serious
human rights abuses, including abuses against the

Baha'i community of Iran.

'S
)
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 823
OFFERED BY MR. DEUTCH OF FLORIDA

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 19858, 1990, 1992, 1993, 1994,
1996, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013, 2015,
2016, 2017, and 2018, Congress declared that it de-
plored the religious persecution by the Government of
Iran of the Baha'i community and would hold the Gov-
ernment of Iran responsible for upholding the rights of
all Iranian nationals, including members of the Baha’i
faith:

Whereas, since 1979, Iranian authorities have killed or exe-
cuted more than 200 Baha'i leaders, and more than
10,000 have been dismissed from government and univer-

sity jobs;

Whereas the Report of the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Is-
lamic Republic of Tran (A/74/188) dated July 18, 2019,
provides, in part—

(1) the Iranian authoritiecs and the Iranian
criminal justice system regard the Baha'is as “‘un-
protected infidels”; the Baha'i faith is also ‘“‘re-
earded as a misguided sect™; and “Baha’i worship
and religious practices are deemed heresy.”;

(2) “Baha’is have been murdered with impunity
and violations of their human rights have not been
investigated.”;
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(3) members of the Baha’i faith “frequently
face charges, such as, “‘breaching national security’,
“propaganda against the holy regime of the Islamie
Republie of Iran’, or ‘propaganda activities against
the regime in the interests of the Baha'i seet’ ™,

(4) “Since August 2005, more than 1,168 Ba-
ha'is have been arrested and charged with vaguely
worded offences.”;

(5) “There were a total of 95 Baha'is report-
edly arrested in 2018, compared with at least 84 in
2017 and 81 in 2016.7;

(6) “On 1 January 2019, the cowrt of appeal
of Isfahan reportedly condemned, in separate jude-
ments, nine Baha'i eitizens to a total of 48 years of
prison. They had been charged with ‘membership of
the illegal Baha't community and propaganda
against the regime by spreading the Baha'i faith in
the society.”

(7) directed by a 2007 letter from the Security
Unit of the Public Place Supervision Office of the
Islamic  Republic of Iran to police commanders
throughout the country, Iranian authorities continue
to apply economie pressure against the Baha'i com-
munity, by banning them from specific professions
and “halting their entry to ‘high earning busi-
nesses’ ; and

(8) “Since 2013, there have been more than
803 incidents of violations of economic rights of the
Baha'is, including arbitrary shop closures, unfair
dismissals  from employment and the aectual or

threatened revocation of business licenses.”:
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Whereas the Department of State’s International Religious
Freedom Report for 2019, Iran section, provides, in
part—

(1) “Non-Shia Muslims and those affiliated
with a religion other than Islam, especially members
of the Baha'i community, continued to face societal
diserimination and harassment, and employers expe-
rienced social pressures not to hire Baha'is or to dis-
miss them from their private sector jobs.”; and

(2) “The law bars Baha’is from founding their
own educational institutions, A Ministry of Secience,
Research, and Technology order requires universities
to exelude Baha'is from access to higher education
or expel them if their religious affiliation becomes

known.”;

Whereas, on Mareh 11, 2020, the Department of State re-
leased the Country Reports on Human Rights Practices
for 2019 and, in eonnection with Iran, the report pro-
vides, in part—

(1) Iranian authorities “barred Baha'i students
from higher education™, and in 2019, denied enroll-
ment to at least 22 Baha'i college applicants solely
because of their religious affiliation despite passing
the national admissions test;

(2) “The country materially contributed to
human rights abuses . . . in Yemen, through its sup-
port for Houthi rebels and directing authorities in
[Houthi-controlled areas of Yemen to harass and de-
tain Baha'is because of their religious affiliation.”;
and

(3) “In July 2019, Iran Wire, a human rights
reporting ageney, reported the case of Hamed

Rezvani, a Bahai musician and teacher, who left his

g\WHLC\092820'092820.006.xm| (77851513)
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home in Isfahan in December 2018 and has not
been heard from since. Repeated requests by the
Rezvani family for information from police and loeal
intelligence have not produced any  information

about his disappearance.”;

Whereas according to the 2020 Annual Report of the United
States Commission on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF)—

(1) “There are more than 300,000 Baha'is in
Iran, who together constitute the largest non-Muslim
religions minority in the country.™;

(2) “Security forees also prevented the burial of
two deceased Baha'i individuals in a Baha'i ceme-
tery in Kerman after it was sealed in March 2018,
In Oectober, the body of a deceased Baha'i woman
was exhumed four days after her burial and aban-
doned in a desert area outside the town of Jaban.”;

(3) There is a “particular uptick in the persecu-
tion of Baha'is”, including of local government offi-
clals who advoeated on behalf of Baha'is, and the
Iranian government blamed Baha'is, without evi-
dence, for wide-spread popular protests in 2019; and

(4) “In July 2019, Twitter banned several offi-
cial Iranian media accounts for necitement aganst
Baha'is in Iran.”;

Whereas the Baha'i International Community documented a
more than 50 percent inerease in hate propaganda di-
rected against the Baha'is in the twelve-month period
ending August 2020 compared to prior years with more
than 9,500 such articles, videos, or webh pages appearing
in Iranian government-controlled or government-spon-

sored media;
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Whereas Tran is a member of the United Nations and a sig-
natory to both the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights, among other international human rights trea-

ties, without reservation;

Whereas section 105 of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions,
Accountability, and Divestment Aect of 2010 (22 U.S.C.
8514) authorizes the President to impose sanctions on in-
dividuals “responsible for or complicit in, or responsible
for ordering, controlling, or otherwise directing, the com-
mission of serions human rights abuses against citizens
of Iran or their family members on or after June 12,
2009”; and

Whereas the Iran Threat Reduetion and Syria Human Rights
Act of 2012 (Public Law 112-158) amends and expands
the authorities established under the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010 to
sancetion Iranian human rights abusers: Now, therefore,

be it

Strike all after the resolving elause and insert the

following:

1 That the House of Representatives

2 (1) eondemns the Government of Iran’s state-
3 sponsored persecution of its Baha'i minority and its
4 continued violation of the Universal Declaration of
5 Human Rights and the International Covenant on
6 Clivil and Political Rights;

7 (2) ealls on the Government of Iran—
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(A) to immediately release all imprisoned
or detained Baha'is, together with all other
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion;

(B) to end its state-sponsored campaign of
hate propaganda against the Baha'is; and

(C) to reverse state-imposed policies deny-

ing Baha'is and members of other religious mi-

norities equal opportunities to higher education,

earning a livelihood, due process under the law,
and the free exereise of religious practices;

(3) calls on the President and the Secretary of
State, in cooperation with responsible nations, to
continue to condemn the Government of Iran’s con-
tinued wviolation of human rights and demand the
immediate release of prisoners held solely on account
of their religion: and

(4) urges the President and the Secretary of
State to utilize available authorities to impose sanc-
tions on officials of the Government of Iran and
other individuals directly responsible for serious
human rights abuses, including abuses against the

Baha'i community of Tran.

Amend the title so as to read: “A resolution con-

demning the Government of Iran’s state-sponsored perse-

cution of its Baha'i minority and its continued violation
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of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights™.
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Expressing the sense of Congress that the activities of Russian national
Yevgeniy Prigozhin and his affiliated entities pose a threat to the national
interests and security of the United States and of its allies and partners,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JUNE 11, 2020
Mr. ExGEL (for himself, Mr. Frrzratrick, Mr. KeaTing, and Mr.
KinzZINGER) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of Congress that the activities of Rus-
sian national Yevegeniy Prigozhin and his affiliated enti-
ties pose a threat to the national interests and security

of the United States and of its allies and partners.

Whereas Yevgeniy Prigozhin is a Russian national who has
maintained close personal ties with President Vladimir

Putin since the early 2000s;

Whereas Yevgeniy Prigozhin is the patron and funder of the
Wagner Group, also known as the Private Military Com-
pany (PMC) Wagner, a Russian mercenary organization
staffed by current and former military and intelligence
officers, and the Internet Research Agency (IRA), an or-

ganization engaged in online influence operations;
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Whereas the IRA has conducted online information oper-
ations against the United States in an attempt to sow di-
vision and discord among the American electorate, as well

as the electorates of our European allies and partners;

Whereas entities funded by Yeveeniy Prigozhin have been
used by the Government of the Russian Federation to
conduct military action, subversive operations, and
disinformation campaigns on its behalt while giving it an

appearance of plausible deniability;

Whereas the Wagner Group was involved in the Russian Fed-
eration’s military invasion and illegal annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimea region in IPebruary and March 2014,
and in the subsequent insurgencies in the eastern

Ukrainian regions of Donetsk and Luhansk;

Whereas the Wagner Group has been providing military sup-
port to the regime of Bashar al-Assad in Syria since
2015, fighting alongside its forces and helping it recap-

ture significant parts of the country;

Whereas, on February 7, 2018, the Wagner Group led an
armed assault on United States troops near the city of
Deir al-Zour in eastern Syria, prompting a United States
counterattack. in what has been deseribed as “the dead-

liest U.S.-Russia elash since the Cold War™;

Whereas the Wagner Group has supported Khalifa Haftar
and his “Libyan National Army” by providing merce-
narvies, artillery, tanks, drones, and ammunition. with
Yevgeniy Prigozhin personally attending a meeting be-
tween Haftar and Russian Defense Minister Sergei

Shoigu in Moscow on November 7, 2018;

Whereas a United Nations report made public on May 6,

2020, coneluded that the Wagner Group has operated up

+HRES 996 IH
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to 1,200 military contractors in Libya, including snipers

and specialized military teams, serving as “an effective

foree multiplier” for Haftar’s army.

Whereas mercenaries from the Wagner Group were deployed
to Venezuela in January 2019 to provide support for the
regime of Nicolas Maduro in the face of popular protests

against his rule;

Whereas Yevgeniy Prigozhin and his affiliated entities have
spearheaded operations with the intent to influence polit-
ical processes in Africa on behalf of the Government of
the Russian Federation in several countries, including

Madagascar, South Africa, Sudan, and Zimbabwe;

Whereas the Waegner Group has deploved mereenaries to the
Clentral African Republic since 2018 and has provided se-
curity detail for Central African Republic President
Faustin-Archange Touadéra, including Russian national
Valery Zakharov, a former security official with close ties
to the Wagner Group, who serves as the National Secu-

rity Adviser;

Whereas, on July 31, 2018, Russian journalists Orkhan
Dzhemal, Kirill Radchenko, and Alexander Rastorguvev
were murdered in the Central African Republic while
working on a documentary about the activities of the

Wagner Group in that country;

Whereas according to an investication by the London-based
Dossier Center, the journalists had been tracked by offi-
cers of the Central African Republic gendarmerie who
were in close communication with Russian nationals tied
to the Wagner Group, including Valery Zakharov and

Alexander Sotov;

*HRES 996 IH
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Whereas associates of Yevegeniy Prigozhin were reported to
discuss plans to set up camps “for combat prep and
training in sabotage” with the goal of stoking racial vio-
lence and ecarrving out domestie terror attacks in the
United States in the run-up to the November 3, 2020,

presidential election;

Whereas associates of Yevgeniy Prigozhin have set up online
influence operations based in Ghana and Nigeria to tar-
oct social media audiences in the United States with the
eoal of inflaming racial tensions and provoking soeial un-
rest in the run-up to the November 3, 2020, presidential

election;

Whereas, on December 20, 2016, the Department of the
Treasury designated Yevegeniy Prigozhin under Executive
Order 13661, “Blocking Property of Additional Persons
Contributing to the Situation in Ulkraine”, for having
“materially assisted, sponsored, or provided financial,
material, or technological support for, or goods or serv-
ices in support of, senior officials of the Russian Federa-
tion’’;

Whereas, on June 20, 2017, the Department of the Treasury
designated the Wagner Group under Executive Order
13660, “Blocking Property of Certain Persons Contrib-
uting to the Situation in Ukraine”, for being “‘responsible
for or complicit in, or having engaged in, directly or indi-
rectly, actions or policies that threaten the peace, secu-
rity, stability, sovereignty, or territorial integrity of
Ukraine’;

Whereas, on March 15, 2018, the Department of the Treas-
wry designated Yevgeniy Prigozhin, his affiliated entities,
including the Internet Research Agency, and his subordi-

nates under Ixecutive Order 15694, “*Blocking the Prop-
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erty of Certain Persons Engaging in Significant Mali-
cious Cyber-Enabled Activities,”” for being “involved in

interfering with [U.S.] election processes or institutions™:

Whereas current and former Administration officials have af-

firmed that the malign activities of Yeveeniy Prigozhin
around the world pose a significant threat to United

States national security interests: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) condemns any and all attempts by the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation and its proxy ac-
tors to harmfully influence the domestie polities of
other countries and sow division among their peo-
ples, particularly the United States and its allies and
partners;

(2) condemns the activities of Russian national
Yevgeniy Prigozhin and his affiliated entities that
pose a threat to the democratic values and security
of the United States and its allies and partners;

(3) urges countries engaging with Yevgeniy
Prigozhin and his affiliated entities in business or
advisory capacities to cease these engagements;

(4) ecalls for seriously considering additional
sanctions against Yevgeniy Prigozhin and his affili-
ated entities for continued interference in United
States democratic processes and in the democratic

processes of United States allies and partners;

*HRES 996 IH
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(5) urges our European Union partners to seri-
ously consider adopting similar sanctions regimes
against Yevgeniyv Prigozhin and his affiliated entities
for continued interference in the domestie polities of
European Union member states; and

(6) ecalls for close coordination between the
United States Government and the governments of
United States allies and partners to ensure that
sanctions regimes against Yevgeniy Prigozhin and
his affiliated entities are tightly coordinated.

C
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 996

OFFERED BY MR. ENGEL OF NEW YORK

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas Yevgeniy Prigozhin is a Russian national who has
maintained close personal ties with President Vladimir
Putin sinee the early 2000s;

Whereas Yevgeniy Prigozhin is the patron and funder of the
Wagner Group, also known as the Private Military Com-
pany (PMC) Wagner, a Russian mercenary organization
staffed by current and former military and intelligence
officers, and the Internet Research Agency (IRA), an or-

ganization engaged in online influence operations;

Whereas the TRA has condueted online information oper-
ations against the United States in an attempt to sow di-
vision and discord among the American electorate, as well

as the electorates of our European allies and partners;

Whereas entities funded by Yeveeniy Prigozhin have been
used by the Government of the Russian Federation to
conduct military  action, subversive operations, and
disinformation campaigns on its behalf while giving it an

appearance of plausible deniability;

Whereas the Wagner Group was involved in the Russian Fed-
eration’s military invasion and attempted annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimea region in February and March 2014,
and in the subsequent insurgeneies in the eastern

Ukrainian regions of Donetsk and Luhansk;
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Whereas the Wagner Group has been providing military sup-
port to the regime of Bashar al-Assad in Syria since
2015, fighting alongside its forees and helping it recap-
ture significant parts of the country;

Whereas, on February 7, 2018, the Wagner Group led an
armed assault on United States troops near the city of
Deir al-Zour in eastern Syria, prompting a United States
counterattack, in what has been deseribed as “the dead-

liest U.S.-Russia elash sinee the Cold War™;

Whereas the Wagner Group has supported Khalifa Haftar
and his“Libyan National Army” by providing meree-
naries, artillery, tanks, drones, and ammunition, with
Yeveeniy Prigozhin personally attending a meeting be-
tween Haftar and Russian  Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu in Moscow on November 7, 2018;

Whereas a United Nations report made public on May 6,
2020, eoncluded that the Wagner Group has operated up
to 1,200 military contractors in Libya, including snipers
and specialized military teams, serving as “an effective
foree multiplier” for Haftar's army.

Whereas merceenaries from the Wagner Group were deployed
to Venezuela in January 2019 to provide support for the
regime of Nicolas Maduro in the face of popular protests

against his dictatorship;

Whereas Yevgeniy Prigozhin and his affiliated entities have
spearheaded operations with the intent to influence polit-
ical processes in Africa on behalf of the Government of
the Russian Federation in several countries, including
Madagascar, South Africa, Sudan, Zimbabwe, and the

Central African Republic;
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Whereas the Wagner Group has deployed mercenaries to the
Central African Republie since 2018 and has provided se-
curity detail for Central African Republic President
Faustin-Archange Tounadera, including Russian national
Valery Zakharov, a former security official with close ties
to the Wagner Group, who serves as the National Secu-
rity Adviser;

Whereas, on July 31, 2018, Russian journalists Orkhan
Dzhemal, Kirill Radehenko, and Alexander Rastorguyvev
were murdered in the Central African Republic while
working on a documentary about the aectivities of the

Wagner Group in that country;

Whereas according to an investigation by the London-based
Dossier Clenter, the journalists had been tracked by offi-
cers of the Central African Republic gendarmerie who
were in close communication with Russian nationals tied
to the Wagner Group, including Valery Zakharov and

Alexander Sotov;

Whereas associates of Yevegeniy Prigozhin were reported to
discuss plans to set up camps “for combat prep and
training in sabotage” with the goal of stoking racial vio-
lence and carrving out domestie terror attacks in the
United States in the run-up to the November 3, 2020,

presidential election;

Whereas associates of Yeveeniy Prigozhin have set up online
influence operations based in Ghana and Nigeria to tar-
eet social media andiences in the United States with the
goal of inflaming racial tensions and provoking social un-
rest in the run-up to the November 3, 2020, presidential

election;
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Whereas, on December 20, 2016, the Department of the
Treasury designated Yevgeniy Prigozhin under IExecutive
Order 13661, “Blocking Property of Additional Persons
Contributing to the Situation in Ukraine”, for having
“materially assisted, sponsored, or provided finaneial,
material, or technological support for, or goods or serv-
ices in support of, senior officials of the Russian Federa-
tion™;

Whereas, on June 20, 2017, the Department of the Treasury
designated the Wagner Group under Executive Order
13660, “Blocking Property of Certain Persons Contrib-

uting to the Situation in Ukraine”, for being “responsible
for or complicit in, or having engaged in, directly or indi-
rectly, actions or policies that threaten the peace, secu-
rity, stability, sovereignty, or territorial integrity of
Ukraine™;

Whereas, on March 15, 2018, the Department of the Treas-
ury designated Yeveeniy Prigozhin, his affiliated entities,
including the Internet Research Agency, and his subordi-
nates under Executive Order 13694, “Blocking the Prop-
erty of Certain Persons Engaging in Significant Mali-
cious Cyber- Enabled Activities,” for being “involved in

interfering with [U.8.] election processes or institutions™;

Whereas on July 15, 2020, under Executive Orders 13848,
13694 (as amended), and 13661, the Departmment of the
Treasury designated entities located in Sudan, Hong
Kong, and Thailand that have enabled Yeveeniy
Prigozhin’s ability to evade United States sanctions as
well as Prigozhin-linked entities that have attempted to
suppress and diseredit protestors seeking reforms in

Sudan:
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Whereas, on September 23, 2020, pursuant to Executive Or-

ders
parti

ties

13348, 13694 (as amended), and 13661, the De-
nent of the Treasury designated a network of enti-

and individuals working on behalf of Yevegeniy

Prigozhin secking to advance Russia’s influence in the

Cent

Whereas

ral African Republie; and

current and former Administration officials have af-

firmed that the malign activities of Yevgeniy Prigozhin

around the world pose a significant threat to United

States national security interests: Now, therefore, be it

Strike all after the resolving clause and insert the

following:

1 That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) condemns any and all attempts by the Gov-
3 ernment of the Russian Federation and associated
+ actors to influence the domestie polities of other
5 countries and sow division among their peoples, par-
6 ticularly the United States and its allies and part-
7 ners;

8 (2) condemns the activities of Russian national
9 Yevgeniy Prigozhin and his affiliated entities that
10 pose a threat to the demoeratic values, democratie
11 imstitutions, and security of the United States and
12 its allies and partners;

13 (3) urges countries and entities engaging with
14 Yevgeniy Prigozhin and his affiliated entities in
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business or advisory capacities to cease these en-
gagements;

(4) supports the additional designations made
by the Department of the Treasury on September
23, 2020, and calls on the United States Govern-
ment to continue to target the ability of Yeveeniy
Prigozhin and his atfiliated entities to conduct oper-
ations globally and to interfere in the demoeratic
processes of the United States and its allies and
partners;

() urges European Union partners of the
United States to seriously consider implementing
similar sanetions against Yeveeniy Prigozhin and his
affiliated entities for their continued interference in
the domestic affairs of European Union member
states; and

(6) calls for close coordination between the
United States Government and the governments of
United States allies and partners to ensure that
sanetions regimes against Yevgeniy Prigozhin and
his affiliated entities are enforced and coordinated.
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1167 CONGRESS
2D SESSION H. RES. 9 8

Condemning the practice of politically motivated imprisonment and ealling
for the immediate release of political prisoners in the Russian Federation
and urging action by the United States Government to impose sanetions
with respect to persons responsible for that form of human rights abuse.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 8, 2020
Mr, EnGEL (for himself and Mr, McCAvUL) submitted the following resolution;
whieh was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Condemning the practice of politically motivated imprison-
ment and calling for the immediate release of political
prisoners in the Russian Federation and urging action
by the United States Government to impose sanctions
with respect to persons responsible for that form of

human rights abuse.

Whereas the right to liberty and security of a person and the
protection from arbitrary imprisonment are among the
principal human rights guaranteed by Article 9 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Ar-
ticle 23 of the Concluding Document of the Vienna Meet-
ing of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, and Article 5 of the European Convention on

Human Rights;
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Whereas the Russian Federation, as member of the United
Nations, the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE), and the Couneil of Europe, is bound
by international commitments with regard to human
rights and the rule of law;

Whereas, on October 3, 2012, the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Couneil of Europe adopted Resolution 1900 (2012)
which defined anyone whose “‘detention has been imposed
in violation of one of the fundamental gnarantees set out
in the European Convention on Human Rights and its
Protocols”™ and *‘is the result of proceedings which were
clearly unfair and . . . appears to be connected with po-

litical motives of the authorities™ as a political prisoner;

Whereas based on the eriteria of the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe Resolution 1900 (2012), the
Memorial Human Rights Center, a Russian nongovern-
mental organization, estimates that there are currently
more than 300 political prisoners in the Russian Federa-

tion—a six-fold inerease since 2015;

Whereas the Memorial Human Rights Center list of Russian
political prisoners includes journalists, civil society activ-
ists, human rights advocates, participants of peacetul or-
ganizations, and Ukrainian citizens from illegally annexed
Crimea;

Whereas the Russian Federation’s longest-detained political
prisoner, Alexey Pichugin, has been incarcerated since
June 19, 2003, in violation of two rlings by the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights and the opinion by the
United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention;

Whereas, investigative journalist and former editor of the

independent newspaper Noviye Kolyosa, Igor Rudnikov

*HRES 958 IH
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has been in pretrial detention since November 1, 2017,

for alleged extortion charges;

Whereas Igor Rudnikov's detention and charges were eriti-
cized by the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the
Media and Reporters without Borders, calling them
“clearly trumped-up” and “an act of political revenge”,

respectively;

Whereas opposition activist Konstantin Kotov was sentenced
to 1.5 years” imprisonment on April 20, 2020, for partici-
pating in peaceful demonstrations, in a ruling Amnesty

International has deseribed as “a profound injustice’;

Whereas Anastasia Shevehenko, an activist in the Open Rus-
sia movement, has been held under house arrest since
January 23, 2019, on the charge of belonging to an “un-
desirable” organization and has been designated by Am-

nesty International as a prisoner of conscience;

Whereas Yuri Dmitriev, a leader of Memorial ITuman Rights
Center’'s branch in the Republic of Karelia region of the

1 o
Russian Federation who has worked to document mass
burial sites from Stalin-era executions, is being held in
pretrial detention on charges of child pornography that
Human Rights Wateh has deseribed as “bogus’ and part

‘e

of an ongoing ‘“‘smear campaign’’;

Whereas Dennis Christensen, a Jehovah's Witness and a
Danish citizen, was sentenced to 6 vears’ imprisonment
on February 6, 2019, in a decision condemned by the
United States Commission on  International Religious
Freedom as part of the broader pattern of the Russian
Government “engaging in or tolerating severe violations

of religious freedom™;

*HRES 958 IH



174

;]:

Whereas, on February 10, 2020, seven activists from Rus-

sia’s Penza Oblast were sentenced to terms of six to
eighteen years for alleged membership in a terrorist
group following a detention marked by torture, ill-treat-
ment to extract confessions, and periods held incommuni-

cado;

Whereas Human Rights Watch deseribed the case as an ex-

ample of the Russian authorities “abusing counterter-
rorism laws to silence eritics and deny fundamental

human rights™;

Whereas, on June 18, 2019, the Department of State af-

firmed that “the United States is deeply concerned by
the growing number of individuals . . . identified by
credible human rights organizations as political and reli-
gious prisoners held by the Government of the Russian
IFederation” and called on the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation “to release all those identified as political
or religious prisoners immediately and cease its use of
the legal system to suppress dissent and peaceful reli-

oious practice’’; and

Whereas, on January 28, 2020, 43 parliamentarians from 16

LUS B (e ]

S T S

European countries introduced a Resolution in the Par-
liamentary Assembly of the Couneil of Europe to appoint
a rapporteur “‘to examine the growing erisis with politi-
cally motivated imprisonments in the Russian IFedera-

tion"": Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the House of Representatives—
(1) condemns the practice of politically moti-
ated imprisonment in the Russian Federation that
violates the country’s international obligations on

human rights and the rule of law and expresses its

+HRES 958 IH
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5
solidarity with all those unjustly imprisoned in the
Russian Federation;

(2) calls on the Government of the Russian
Federation to immediately release individuals des-
ignated by the Memorial Human Rights Center as
political prisoners under the eriteria of the Par-
lamentary Assembly of the Couneil of Europe Reso-
lution 1900 (2012), including Alexey Pichugin, Igor
Rudnikov, Konstantin Kotov, Anastasia Shevehenko,
Yuri Dmitriev, and Dennis Christensen;

(3) urges the United States Government, in all
its interactions with the Government of the Russian
Federation, to raise individual cases of Russian po-
litical prisoners and advocate for their release; and

(4) calls on the Seeretary of State and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to use their authority under
the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability
Act of 2012 (title IV of Publhe Law 112-208), the
Global Magnitsky Human Rights Aecountability Act
(subtitle I of title XII of Public Law 114-328), and
other applicable United States statutory authorities
to designate officials of the Government of the Rus-

sian  Federation who are responsible for human

HRES 958 IH
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rights abuses in the form of politically motivated im-

prisonment.
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 958

OFFERED BY MR. ENGEL OF NEW YORK

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas the right to liberty and security of a person and the
protection from arbitrary imprisonment are among the
principal human rights guaranteed by Article 9 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Ar-
ticle 23 of the Coneluding Document of the Vienna Meet-
ing of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, and Article 5 of the European Convention on

Human Rights;

Whereas the Russian Federation, as member of the United
Nations, the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE), and the Couneil of Europe, is bound
by international commitments with regard to human

rights and the rule of law;

Whereas, on October 3, 2012, the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe adopted Resolution 1900 (2012)
which defined anyone whose “detention has been imposed
in violation of one of the fundamental guarantees set out
in the Furopean Convention on Human Rights and its
Protocols™ and “is the result of proceedings which were
clearly unfair and . . . appears to be connected with po-
litical motives of the authorities” as a political prisoner;

Whereas based on the eriteria of the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe Resolution 1900 (2012), the

Memorial Human Rights Center, a Russian nongovern-
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-
mental organization, estimates that there are currently
more than 300 political prisoners in the Russian Federa-

tion, a six-fold increase sinee 2015;

Whereas the Memorial Human Rights Center list of Russian
political prisoners includes journalists, civil society activ-
ists, human rights advocates, participants of peacetul or-
ganizations, and Ukrainian citizens from illegally annexed
Crimea;

Whereas the Russian Federation’s longest-detained political
prisoner, Alexey Pichugin, has been incarcerated since
June 19, 2003, in violation of two rulings by the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights and the opinion by the

United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention;

Whereas investigative journalist and former editor of the
independent newspaper Noviye Kolyosa, Igor Rudnikov
was held in pretrial detention from November 1, 2017,
until June 17, 2019, on alleged extortion charges, which
were later dropped by the court;

Whereas Igor Rudnikov's detention and charges were eriti-
cized by the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the
Media and Reporters without Borders, calling them
“elearly trumped-up”™ and “an aet of political revenge”,
respectively;

Whereas opposition activist Konstantin Kotov was sentenced
to 1.5 vears imprisonment on April 20, 2020, for partici-
pating in peacetul demonstrations, in a ruling Amnesty
International has described as “a profound injustice’;

Whereas Anastasia Shevehenko, an activist in the Open Rus-

sia movement, has been held under house arrest since

January 23, 2019, on the charge of belonging to an “un-
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September 25, 2020 (10:57 am.)



179

GAMGENGELENGEL_156. XML
3
desirable”™ organization and has been designated by Am-

nesty International as a prisoner of conscience;

Whereas Yuri Dmitriev, a leader of Memorial Society’s
branch in the Republic of Karelia region of the Russian
Federation who has worked to document mass burial
sites from Stalin-era executions, has been held in deten-
tion since June 28, 2018, on charges of child pornog-
raphy that Human Rights Watch has deseribed as
“hogus™ and part of an ongoing “smear campaign”, and
was sentenced to 3.5 years in prison on July 22, 2020,

Whereas Dennis Christensen, a Jehovah's Witness and a
Danish eitizen, was sentenced to 6 years’ imprisonment
on February 6, 2019, in a deeision condemned by the
United States Commission on  International Religious
Freedom as part of the broader pattern of the Russian
Government “engaging in or tolerating severe violations

of religious freedom’™;

Whereas, on February 10, 2020, 7 activists from Russia’s
Penza Oblast were sentenced to terms of 6 to 18 years
for alleged membership in a terrorist group following a
detention marked by torture, ill-treatment to extract con-

fessions, and periods held incommunieado;

Whereas Human Rights Wateh deseribed the case as an ex-
ample of the Russian authorities “abusing counterter-
rorism laws to silence eritics and deny fundamental

human rights™;

Whereas, on August 6, 2020, a court in Moscow sentenced
seven activists to between four years suspended and
sevem years in prison for participating in an alleged ex-
tremist organization, “The New Greatness”, after an in-

vestigation marked by the use of provocateurs, torture,
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ill-treatment, and foreed confessions, in what the Memo-
rial Human Rights Center and the Moscow Helsinki
Group have deseribed as a “politically motivated case”

aimed at “‘suppressing the freedom of expression’;

Whereas, on June 18, 2019, the Department of State af-
firmed that “the United States is deeply concerned by
the growing number of individuals . . . identified by
credible human rights organizations as political and reli-
gious prisoners held hy the Government of the Russian
Federation™ and called on the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation “to release all those identified as political
or religious prisoners immediately and cease its use of
the legal system to suppress dissent and peaceful reli-

gious practice’’;

Whereas, on January 28, 2020, 43 parliamentarians from 16
European countries introduced a Resolution in the Par-
liamentary Assembly of the Clouncil of Europe to appoint
a rapporteur “to examine the growing ecrisis with politi-
cally motivated imprisonments in the Russian Federa-

tion™; and

Whereas, on June 29, 2020, the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe's Legal Affairs Committee ap-
pointed  Icelandic  lawmaker  Thorhildur  Sunna
Aevarsdottir to serve as the rapporteur on political pris-

oners in Russia: Now, therefore, be it

Strike all after the resolving clause and insert the

following:

1 That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) condemns the practice of politically moti-
3 vated imprisonment in the Russian Federation that
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violates the country’s international obligations on
human rights and the rule of law and expresses its
solidarity with all those unjustly imprisoned in the
Russian Federation;

(2) ealls on the Government of the Russian
Federation to immediately release individuals des-
ignated by the Memorial Human Rights Center as
political prisoners under the criteria of the Par-
liamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe Reso-
lution 1900 (2012), including Alexey  Pichugin,
Konstantin - Kotov, Anastasia  Shevehenko, Yuri
Dimnitriev, and Dennis Christensen:

(3) urges the United States Government, in all
its interactions with the Government of the Russian
Federation, to raise individual cases of Russian po-
litical prisoners and advocate for their release; and

(4) calls on the Secretary of State and the See-
retary of the Treasury to use their authority under
the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability
Act of 2012 (title IV of Public Law 112-208), the
Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Aet
(subtitle F of title XII of Publie Law 114-328), and
other applicable United States statutory authorities
to designate officials of the Government of the Rus-

sian  Federation who are responsible for human

gWVHLC\0925201092520.055.xml (77842813)
September 25, 2020 (10:57 am.)



182

GAMMG\ENGELENGEL_156, XML

6
1 rights abuses in the form of politically motivated im-
2 prisonment,
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AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDMENT IN THE
NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE TO H. RES. 958
OFFERED BY MR. ENGEL OF NEW YORK

In the 11th c¢lause of the preamble, strike “3.5 vears
in prison on July 22, 2020”7 and insert “13 years in pris-
on on September 29, 20207,
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To provide for temporary protected status for residents of Hong Kong, and
for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

My, ManiNvowsKl introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on

A BILL

To provide for temporary protected status for residents of

Hong Kong, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Aet may be cited as the “Hong Kong People’s
Freedom and Choice Act of 20207,
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act:

(1) JOINT DECLARATION.—The term “Joint

L= e T~ N T =

Declaration” means the Joint Declaration of the
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)
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and the Government of the
People’s Republie of China on the Question of Hong
Kong, signed on December 19, 1984, and entered
into force on May 27, 1985.

(2) PRIORITY HONG KONG RESIDENT.—The
term “‘Priovity Hong Kong resident” means—

(A) a lawful permanent rvesident of Hong

Kong who—

(1) holds no right to eitizenship in any
country or jurisdiction other than the Peo-
ple’s Republie of China (referred to in this
Act as “PRC"), Hong Kong, or Macau as
of the date of enactment of this Aect;

(ii) has been verified as a IHong Kong
resident by the Secretary of State or See-
retary of Homeland Security in accordance
with the procedures deseribed in section
6(b) of this Act; and

(iii) has resided in Hong Kong for not
less than the last 10 years; or
(B) is the spouse of a person described in

subparagraph (A), or the child of such person
as such term is defined in section 101(b)(1) of

the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
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I 1101(h)(1)), except that a child shall be an un-
2 married person under twenty-seven years of
3 age.

4 (3) HONG KONG NATIONAL SECURITY LAW.—
J The term “Hong Kong National Seeurity Law”
6 means the Law of the People’s Republie of China on
7 Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong
8 Special - Administrative  Region that was passed
9 unanimously by the National People’s Congress (re-
10 ferred to in this Act as “NPC") and signed by
11 President Xi Jinping on June 30, 2020 and promul-
12 gated in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
13 gion (referred to in this Act as “SAR"™) on July 1,
14 2020.

15 (4) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
16 TEES,—The term “appropriate congressional com-
17 mittees” means—

18 (A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
19 the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of
20 Representatives; and
21 (B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
22 and the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
23 ate.

24 SEC. 3. FINDINGS.

25 Clongress finds the following:

gWVHLC\0928201092820.098.xml (T7861811)
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I (1) The Hong Kong National Security Law pro-
2 mulgated on July 1, 2020—

3 (A) contravenes the Basic Law of the

4 Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (re-

5 ferred to in this Act as “the Basie Law”) that

6 provides in Article 23 that the Legislative

7 Couneil of Hong Kong shall enaet legislation re-

8 lated to national security;

9 (B) violates the PR("s commitments under
10 international law, as defined by the Joint Dee-
11 laration; and
12 ((") causes severe and irreparable damage
13 to the “one eountry, two systems’ prineiple and
14 further erodes global confidence in the PR('s
15 commitment to international law.

16 (2) On July 14, 2020, in response to the pro-
17 mulgation of the Hong Kong National Security Law,
18 President Trump signed an Executive Order on
19 Hong Kong Normalization that, among other poliey
20 actions, suspended the special treatment of Hong
21 Kong persons under U.S. law with respeet to the
22 issuance of immigrant and nonimmigrant visas.

23 (3) The United States has a long and proud
24 history as a destination for refugees and asylees flee-
25 ing persecution based on race, religion, nationality,
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1 political opinion, or membership in a particular so-
2 cial group.
3 (4) The United States also shares deep social,
-+ cultural, and economic ties with the people of Hong
5 Kong, including a shared commitment to demoeracy,
6 to the rule of law, and to the protection of human
7 rights.
8 (5) The United States has sheltered, protected,
9 and welcomed individuals who have fled authori-
10 tarian regimes, including citizens from the PRC fol-
11 lowing the violent June 4, 1989, erackdown in
12 Tiananmen Square, deepening ties between the peo-
13 ple of the United States and those individuals seek-
14 ing to eontribute to a free, open society founded on
15 democracy, human rights, and the respect for the
16 rule of law.
17 (6) The United States has reaped enormous
18 economie, cultural, and strategic benefits from wel-
19 coming successive generations of scientists, doctors,
20 entrepreneurs, artists, intellectuals, and other free-
21 dom-loving people fleeing Fascism, Communism, vio-
22 lent Islamist extremism, and other repressive
23 ideologies, including in the cases of Nazi Germany,
24 the Soviet Union and Soviet-controlled Central Eu-
25 rope, Cuba, Vietnam, and Iran.
gI\WHLC\0928201092820.008.xm|  (77861811)
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I (7) A major asymmetric advantage of the
2 United States in its long-term strategic competition
3 with the Communist Party of China is the ability of
4 people from every country in the world, irrespective
J of their race, ethnicity, or religion, to immigrate to
6 the United States and become American citizens.

7 SEC. 4. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

8 It is the policy of the United States—

9 (1) to reaffirm the prineiples and objectives set
10 forth in the United States-Hong Kong Poliey Aet of
11 1992 (Public Law 102-383), namely that—

12 (A) the United States has “a strong inter-
13 est in the continued vitality, prosperity, and
14 stability of Hong Kong™;

15 (B) “support for democratization is a fun-
16 damental principle of United States foreign pol-
17 icy” and therefore “naturally applies to United
18 States poliey toward Hong Kong™;

19 (") “the human rights of the people of
20 Hong Kong are of great importance to the
21 United States and are direetly relevant to
22 United States interests in Hong Kong and
23 serve as a basis for Hong Kong's continued eco-
24 nomie prosperity”; and
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(D) Hong Kong must remain sufficiently
autonomous from the PRC to “justify treat-
ment under a particular law of the United
States, or any provision thereof, different from
that accorded the People’s Republic of China™;
(2) to continue to support the high degree of

autonomy and fundamental rights and freedoms of
the people of Hong Kong, as enumerated hy—

(A) the Joint Declaration;

(B) the International Covenant on Civil
and Politieal Rights, done at New York Decem-
ber 19, 1966; and

(') the Universal Declaration of IHuman
Rights, done at Paris December 10, 1948:

(3) to continue to support the democratic aspi-
rations of the people of Hong Kong, including the
“ultimate aim™ of the selection of the Chief Execu-
tive and all members of the Legislative Council by
universal suffrage, as articulated in the Basie Law;

(4) to urge the Government of the PRC, despite
its recent actions, to uphold its commitments to
Hong Kong, including allowing the people of Hong
Kong to govern Hong Kong with a high degree of
autonomy and without undue interference, and en-

suring that Hong Kong voters freely enjoy the right
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1 to elect the Chief Executive and all members of the
2 Hong Kong Legislative Council by universal suf-
3 frage;

-+ (5) to support the establishment of a genuine
5 demoeratic option to freely and fairly nominate and
6 elect the Chief Executive of Hong Kong, and the es-
7 tablishment of open and direct democratic elections
8 for all members of the Hong Kong Legislative Coun-
9 cil;

10 (6) to support the robust exercise by residents
11 of Hong Kong of the rights to free speech, the press,
12 and other fundamental freedoms, as provided by the
13 Basic Law, the Joint Declaration, and the Inter-
14 national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

15 (7) to support freedom from arbitrary or unlaw-
16 ful arrest, detention, or imprisonment for all IHong
17 Kong residents, as provided by the Basic Law, the
18 Joint Declaration, and the International Covenant
19 on Civil and Political Rights;
20 (8) to draw international attention to any viola-
21 tions by the Government of the PRC of the funda-
22 mental rights of the people of Hong Kong, as pro-
23 vided by the International Covenant on Civil and Po-
24 litical Rights, and any encroachment upon the au-
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tonomy guaranteed to Hong Kong by the Basic Law
and the Joint Declaration;

(9) to proteet United States eitizens and long-
term permanent residents living in Hong Kong, as
well as people visiting and transiting throngh Hong
Kong;

(10) to maintain the economie and cultural ties
that provide significant benefits to both the United
States and Hong Kong, including the reinstatement
of the Fulbright exchange program with regard to
Hong Kong at the earliest opportunity;

(11) to ecoordinate with allies, ineluding the
United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, Japan, and the
Republic of Korea, to promote democracy and
human rights in Hong Kong; and

(12) to welecome and protect in the United
States residents of Hong Kong fleeing persecution or
otherwise seeking a safe haven from violations by
the Government of the PRC of the fundamental
rights of the people of Hong Kong.,

5. TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS FOR HONG KONG
RESIDENTS IN THE UNITED STATES.
(a) DESIGNATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of section 244

of the Immigration and Nationality Aet (8 U.S.C.
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1254a), Hong Kong shall be treated as if it had
been designated under subsection (b)(1)(C!) of that
section, subject to the provisions of this section.

(2) PERIOD OF DESIGNATION.—The initial pe-
riod of the designation referred to in paragraph (1)
shall be for the 18-month period beginning on the
date of enactment of this Act.
(b) ALIENS ELIGIBLE.—As a result of the designa-
made under subsection (a), an alien is deemed to sat-

the requirements under paragraph (1) of section

11 244(c) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.

12 1254a(e)), subject to paragraph (3) of such section, if the

13 alien

(1) was a lawful permanent resident of Hong
Kong at the time such individual arrived into the
[United States and is a national of the PRC:

(2) has been continuously physically present in
the United States since the date of the enactment of
this Act;

(3) is admissible as an immigrant, except as
otherwise provided in paragraph (2)(A) of such see-
tion, and is not ineligible for temporary protected

status under paragraph (2)(B) of such section; and
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1 (4) registers for temporary protected status in
2 a manner established by the Secretary of Homeland
3 Security.

-+ (¢) CONSENT TO TRAVEL ABROAD.—

5 (1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland
6 Security shall give prior consent to travel abroad, in
7 aceordance with seetion 244(f)(3) of the Immigra-
8 tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1254a(f)(3)), to
9 an alien who is granted temporary protected status
10 pursuant to the designation made under subsection
11 (a) 1if the alien establishes to the satisfaction of the
12 Secretary of Homeland Security that emergency and
13 extenuating cireumstances beyond the control of the
14 alien require the alien to depart for a brief, tem-
15 porary trip abroad.

16 (2) TREATMENT UPON RETURN.—An alien re-
17 turning to the United States in accordance with an
18 authorization deseribed in paragraph (1) shall be
19 treated as any other returning alien provided tem-
20 porary protected status under section 244 of the Tm-
21 migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.CC, 1254a).
22 (d) FER.—
23 (1) In GENERAL.—In addition to any other fee
24 authorized by law, the Seeretary of Homeland Secu-
25 rity is authorized to charge and collect a fee of $360
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for each application for temporary protected status
under seetion 244 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Aet by a person who is only eligible for such
status by reason of subsection (a).

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity shall permit aliens to apply for a waiver of
any fees associated with filing an application re-
ferred to in paragraph (1).

SEC. 6. TREATMENT OF HONG KONG RESIDENTS FOR IMMI-

GRATION PURPOSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.

Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, during the 5 fiscal year period beginning on
the first day of the first full fiscal year atter the date of
enactment of this Act, Hong Kong shall continue to be
considered a foreign state separate and apart from the
PRC as mandated under seetion 103 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-649) for
purposes of the numerical limitations on immigrant visas
under sections 201, 202, and 203 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151, 1152, and 1153).
(h) PROCEDURES.—
(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than 130 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with the Secretary of

Homeland Security, shall publish in the Federal

gWVHLC\0928201092820.098.xml (T7861811)
September 28, 2020 (2:00 p.m.)



196

GAMMAMALINIMALINI_099 XML

13

I Register, an interim final rule implementing this
2 section.  Notwithstanding seetion 553 of title 5,
3 United States Code, the rule shall be effective, on an
+ interim  basis, immediately upon publication, but
J may be subjeet to change and revision after publie
6 notice and opportunity for comment. The Seeretary
7 of State shall finalize such rule not later than 1 year
8 after the date of the enactment of this Act. Such
9 rule shall establish procedures—
10 (A) for individuals to register with any
11 United States embassy or consulate outside of
12 the United States, or with the Department of
13 Homeland Security in the United States, and
14 request designation as a Priority Hong Kong
15 Resident; and
16 (B) for the appropriate Secretary to verify
17 the residency of registered individuals and des-
18 ignate those who quality as Priority Hong Kong
19 Residents.
20 (2) DocuMENTATION.—The procedures de-
21 seribed in paragraph (1) shall include the collection
22 of—
23 (A) biometric data;
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I (B) copies of birth certificates, resideney
2 cards, and other documentation establishing
3 residency; and

4 (") other personal information, data, and
5 records deemed appropriate by the Secretary;

6 (3) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 90 days after
7 the date of the enactment of this Act, the Seecretary
8 of State shall issue guidance outlining actions to en-
9 hance the ability of the Secretary to efficiently send
10 and receive information to and from the United
11 Kingdom and other like-minded allies and partners
12 for purposes of rapid verification of lawful perma-
13 nent residency in Hong Kong and designation of in-
14 dividuals as Priority Hong Kong Residents.

15 (4) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the
16 date of the enactment of this Aect, the Secretary of
17 State shall submit a report to the House Committees
18 on Foreign Affairs and the Judiciary and the Senate
19 Committees on oreign Relations and the Judiciary
20 detailing plans to implement the requirements de-
21 seribed in this subsection,
22 (¢) PROTECTION FOR REFUGEES.—Nothing in this

23 section shall be construed to prevent a Priovity Hong
24 Kong Resident from seeking refugee status under section
25 207 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.(C.
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) or requesting asylum under section 208 of such Act

7. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—On an annual basis, the Secretary

of State and the Seeretary of Homeland Security, in con-

sulta

tees,

tion with other Federal agencies, as appropriate, shall

detailing for the previous fiscal year—

(1) the number of Hong Kong SAR residents

4

5

6

7 submit a report to the appropriate congressional commit-
8

9

0

who have applied for U.S, visas or immigration ben-
efits, disaggregated by visa type or immigration ben-
efit, including asylum, refugee status, temporary
protected status, and lawful permanent residence;

(2) the number of approvals, denials, or rejec-
tions of applicants for visas or immigration benefits
described in paragraph (1), disaggregated by visa
type or immigration benefit and basis for denial;

(3) the number of pending refugee and asylum
applications for Hong Kong SAR rvesidents, and the
length of time and reason for which such applica-
tions have been pending; and

(4) other matters deemed relevant by the Seere-
taries relating to efforts to protect and facilitate the
resettlement of refugees and vietims of persecution

in Hong Kong.
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I (b) Form.—Each report under subsection (a) shall
2 be submitted in unclassified form and published on a text-
3

searchable, publicly-available website of the Department of

4 State and the Department of Homeland Security.

5 SEC. 8. STRATEGY FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ON
6 HONG KONG,

7 (a) IN GENERAL.—It is the poliey of the United

8 States—

9 (1) to support the people of Hong Kong by pro-
10 viding safe haven to Hong Kong SAR residents who
11 are nationals of the PRC following the enactment of
12 the Hong Kong National Seeurity Law that places
13 certain Hong Kong persons at risk of persecution;
14 and
15 (2) to encourage like-minded nations to make
16 similar accommodations for Hong Kong people flee-
17 ing persecution by the Government of the PRC.

18 (b) Pran.—The Secretary of State, in consultation

19 with the heads of other Federal agencies, as appropriate,
20 shall develop a plan to engage with other nations, includ-

21 ing the United Kingdom, on cooperative efforts to—

22 (1) provide refugee and asylum protections for
23 vietims of, and individuals with a fear of, persecu-
24 tion in Hong Kong, either by Hong Kong authorities
25 or other authorities acting on behalf of the PRC;
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1 (2) enhance protocols to facilitate the resettle-
2 ment of refugees and displaced persons from Hong
3 Kong:

-+ (3) identify and prevent the exploitation of im-
5 migration and visa policies and procedures by cor-
6 rupt officials; and

7 (4) expedite the sharing of information, as ap-
8 propriate, related to the refusal of individual appli-
9 cations for visas or other travel documents sub-
10 mitted by residents of the IHong Kong SAR based
11 O1—

12 (A) mnational seecurity or related grounds
13 under section 212(a)(3) of the Immigration and
14 Nationality Aet (8 U.S.C, 1182(a)(3)); or

15 (B) fraud or misrepresentation under see-
16 tion 212(a)(6)(C) of the Immigration and Na-
17 tionality Aect (8 U.8.C. 1182(a)(6)(C)).

18 (¢) RErORT.—Not later than 90 days after the date
19 of the enactment of this Act, the Seeretary of State, in
20 consultation with the heads of other Federal agencies, as
21 appropriate, shall submit a report on the plan deseribed
22 in subsection (b) to the appropriate congressional commit-
23 tees.
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1 SEC. 9. REFUGEE STATUS FOR CERTAIN RESIDENTS OF
2 HONG KONG.
3 (a) IN GENERAL.—Aliens deseribed in subsection (b)
4 may establish, for purposes of admission as a refugee
5 under sections 207 of the Immigration and Nationality
6 Act (8 US.C. 1157) or asylum under section 208 of such
7 Act (8 U.S.C. 1158), that such alien has a well-founded
8 fear of persecution on account of race, religion, nation-
9 ality, membership in a particular social group, or political
10 opinion by asserting such a fear and a credible basis for
11 eoneern about the possibility of such persecution.
12 (b) ALIENS DESCRIBED.—
13 (1) IN GENERAL.—An alien is deseribed in this
14 subsection if such alien
15 (A) is a Priority Hong Kong Resident
16 and—
17 (i) had a significant role in a eivil so-
18 ciety organization supportive of the pro-
19 tests in 2019 and 2020 related to the
20 Hong Kong National Security Law and the
21 encroachment on the autonomy of Hong
22 Kong by the PRC; or
23 (i1) was arrested, charged, detained,
24 or convicted of an offense arising from
25 their participation in an action as de-
26 seribed in section 206(b)(2) the United
gI\HLC\0928201092820.008.xml  (77861811)
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I States-Hong Kong Poliey Aet of 1992 (22
2 U.S.C. 5726) that was not violent in na-
3 ture;
+ (B) is a Priority Hong Kong Resident
5 spouse or child of an alien deseribed in sub-
6 paragraph (A);
7 (C) is the parent of an alien described in
8 subparagraph (A), if such parent is a citizen of
9 the PRC' and no other foreign state; or
10 (I)) has had their citizenship, nationality,
11 or residency revoked for having submitted to
12 any United States Government ageney a non-
13 frivolous application for refugee status, asylum,
14 or any other immigration benefit under the im-
15 migration laws (as defined in section 101(a) of
16 that Aet (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)).
17 (2) OTHER CATEGORIES.—The Seecretary of
18 Homeland Security, in consultation with the See-
19 retary of State, may designate other categories of
20 aliens for purposes of establishing a well-founded
21 fear of persecution under subsection (a) if such
22 aliens share common characteristies that identify
23 them as targets of persecution in the PRC on aec-
24 count of race, religion, nationality, membership in a
25 particular social group, or political opinion.
gI\WHLC\0928201092620.008xm|  (77861811)
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(3) SIGNIFICANT ROLE.

For purposes of
clause (1) of subsection (b)(1)(A), a significant role
shall include, with respect to the protests deseribed

in such elause

(A) an organizing role;

(B) a first aid responder;

(") a journalist or member of the media
covering or offering publie commentary;

(D) a provider of legal services to one or
more individuals arrested for participating in
such protests; or

(E) a participant who during the period
beginning on June 9, 2019, and ending on June
30, 2020, was arrvested. charged, detained, or
convieted as a result of sueh participation.

(d) AGE OuT PROTECTIONS.—For purposes of this
section, a determination of whether an alien is a child shall
be made using the age of the alien on the date on which
the alien files an application for refugee or asylum status
with the Secretary of Homeland Security.

(¢) EXCLUSION FrROM NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS.—
Aliens provided refugee status under this section shall not
be counted against the numerical limitation on refugees

established in accordanee with the procedures deseribed in
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—

section 207 of the Immigration and Nationality Aet (3
2 U.B.C.1157).
3

(d) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS,—

4 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
J the date of the enactment of this Aet, and every 90
6 days thereafter, the Secretary of State and the See-
7 retary of Homeland Seeurity shall submit a report
8 on the matters deseribed in paragraph (2) to—

9 (A) the Committee on the Judiciary and
10 the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
11 ate; and

12 (B) the Committee on the Judiciary and
13 the Clommittee on Foreign Affairs of the House
14 of Representatives,

15 (2) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—Each report
16 required by paragraph (1) shall include—

17 (A) the total number of refugee and asy-
18 lum applications that are pending at the end of
19 the reporting period;

20 (B) the average wait-times for all appli-
21 cants for refugee status or asylum pending—
22 (i) a presereening interview with a re-
23 settlement support center;

24 (ii) an interview with U.S. Citizenship
25 and Immigration Services; and

gWVHLC\0928201092820.098.xml (77861811)
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I (iii) the completion of security checks;
2 (C) the number of approvals, referrals in-
3 cluding the souree of the referral, denials of ap-
4 plications  for refugee status or asylum,
5 disaggregated by the reason for each such de-
6 nial; and
7 (D) the number of refugee cireuit rdes to
8 interview populations that would include Hong
9 Kong SAR completed in the last 90 days, and
10 the number planned for the subsequent 90 day
11 period.
12 (3) Form.—Each report required by paragraph
13 (1) shall be submitted in unelassified form, but may
14 include a classified annex.
15 (4) PuBLiC REPORTS.—The Secretary of State
16 shall make each report submitted under this sub-
17 section available to the publie on the internet website
18 of the Department of State.

19 SEC. 10. STATEMENT OF POLICY ON ENCOURAGING ALLIES

20 AND PARTNERS TO MAKE SIMILAR ACCOM-
21 MODATIONS.
22 It is the policy of the United States to encourage al-

23 lies and partners of the United States to make aceom-

24 modations similar to the accommodations made in this Aet

25 for residents of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-

gWVHLC\0928201092820.098.xml
September 28, 2020 (2:00 p.m.)

(7rae18)



206
GAMVGMALINIMALINI_099.XMI.
23
1 gion who are fleeing oppression by the Government of the

People’s Republic of China,

w2

SEC. 11. TERMINATION.
Except as provided in section 6 of this Aet, this Act

shall cease to have effeet on the date that is 5 years after

[ R R =N

the date of the enactment of this Act.
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To direet the Department of State to ensure persons representing the United
States in international athletie competitions in certain countries arve ap-
propriately informed, and for other purposes,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. MeCavL introdueed the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on

A BILL

To direct the Department of State to ensure persons rep-
resenting the United States in international athletic com-
petitions in certain countries arve appropriately informed,
and for other purposes.

1 Be il enacted by the Senale and House of Represenla-

tives of the Uniled States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

=W

This Aet may be cited as the “American Values and

N

Security in International Athleties Aet™,
6 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
7

Congress finds the following:

g\WHLC\092320'092320.063.xm| (75296315)
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(1) In 2017, the International Olympic Com-
mittee (10C) revised its Host City Contract to re-
quire host countries to “protect and respect human
rights and ensure any violation of human rights is
remedied in a manner consistent with international
agreements, laws and regulations applicable in the
Host Country and in a manner consistent with all
internationally-recognised human rights standards
and prineiples, including the United Nations Guiding
Principles on Business and Human Rights, applica-
ble in the Host Country™.

(2) The Olympic Charter states the goal of
Olympism is “to place sport at the service of the
harmonious development of humankind, with a view
to promoting a peaceful society concerned with the
preservation of human dignity”.

(3) The IOC set up an advisory committee on
human rights in December 2018, and 10C President
Thomas Bach said, “Promoting humanistic values in
sport has been a core feature of the T0C since its
beginning. Our mission, to put sport at the service
of humanity, goes hand-in-hand with human rights,
which is part of our DNA.",

(4) In the report, “The Cybersecurity of Olym-

pic Sports: New Opportunities, New Risks”, the UC

gWVHLC\0923201092320.063.xml (75296315)
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Berkley Center for Long-Term Cybersecurity listed
the “hacking and release of sensitive athletic data™
as one of the four significant categories of
eyberattacks on major sporting events.,

(5) According to the State Department’s 2019
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, the
People’s Republic of China’s Ministry of Public Se-
curity employs “tens of millions of surveillance cam-
eras’” to monitor the general publie, as well as “po-
litical dissidents, religious leaders and adherents, Ti-
betans, and Uyghurs”.

(6) The People’s Republic of China (PRC) Gov-
ernment’s extensive use of artificial intelligence sur-
veillance technology, including facial and voice pat-
tern recognition technology, poses grave humani-
tarian, privacy, and security concerns. PRC authori-
ties have used surveillance technology to monitor,
control, and repress an estimated 1.8 million
Uyehurs and other Muslim  minorities in  the
Ninjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. PRC State
media has confirmed that “voice, image, position
and behavior recognition technologies”™ will be used

in the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympies.

gWVHLC\0923201092320.063.xml (75296315)
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SEC. 3. HUMAN RIGHTS AWARENESS FOR AMERICAN ATH-

LETIC DELEGATIONS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Con-
gress that individuals representing the United States at
international athletic competitions in foreign countries
should have the opportunity to be informed about human
rights and security concerns in such countries and how
best to safeguard their personal seeurity and privacy.

(b) IN GENERAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Aet, the See-
retary of State shall devise and implement a strategy
for disseminating briefing materials, including infor-
mation described in subsection (¢), to individuals
representing the United States at international ath-
letic competitions in a covered country.
(2) TIMING AND FORM OF MATERIALS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The briefing materials
referred to in paragraph (1) shall be offered not
later than 180 days prior to the commencement
of an international athletic competition in a
covered country.,

(B) FORM OF DELIVERY.—DBriefing mate-
rials related to the human rights record of cov-
ered countries may be delivered electronically or

disseminated in person, as appropriate.

gWVHLC\0923201092320.063.xml (75296315)
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1 (C) SPECIAL CONSIDERATION.—Informa-
2 tion briefing materials related to personal secu-
3 rity risks may be offered electronically, in writ-
4 ten format, by video teleconference, or
5 prerecorded video.

6 (3) CONSULTATIONS,—In devising and imple-
T menting the strategy required under paragraph (1),
8 the Secretary of State shall consult with the fol-
9 lowing:

10 (A) The Committee on Foreign Affairs of
11 the House of Representatives and the Com-
12 mittee on Foreign Relations in the Senate, not
13 later than 90 days after the date of the enact-
14 ment of this Aet.

15 (B) Leading human rights nongovern-
16 mental organizations and relevant subject-mat-
17 ter experts in determining the content of the
18 briefings required under this subsection.

19 (") The United States Olympic and
20 Paralympie Committee and the national gov-
21 erning bodies of amateur sports that play a role
22 in determining which individuals represent the
23 United States in international athletic competi-
24 tions, regarding the most appropriate and effec-
25 tive method to disseminate briefing materials.

gI\WHLC\0923201092320.063.xm|  (75296315)
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1 (¢) CONTENT OF BRIEFINGS.—The briefing mate-
2 rials required under subsection (b) shall inelude, with re-
3

speet to a covered country hosting an international athletie

4 competition in which individuals may represent the United
5 States, the following:

6 (1) Information on the human rights concerns
7 present in such covered country, as deseribed in the
8 Department of State’s Annual Country Reports on
9 Human Rights Practices.

10 (2) Information, as applieable, on risks such in-
11 dividuals may face to their personal and digital pri-
12 vaey and security, and recommended measures to
13 safeguard against certain forms of foreign intel-
14 ligence targeting, as appropriate.

15 (d) CovEreD COUNTRY DEFINED.—In this section,

16 the term “covered country’” means, with respect to a coun-
17 try hosting an international athletic competition in which
18 individuals representing the United States may partici-

19 pate, any of the following:

20 (1) Any Communist country specified in sub-
21 section (f) of section 620 of the Foreign Assistance
22 Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2370(6)).
23 (2) Any country ranked as a Tier 3 country in
24 the most recent Department of State’s annual Traf-
25 ficking in Persons Report.

gI\WHLC\0923201092320.063.xm|  (75296315)
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1 (3) Any other country the Secretary of State
2 determines present serious human rights concerns
3 for the purpose of informing such individuals.

4 (4) Any country the Secretary of State, in con-
5 sultation with other cabinet officials as appropriate,
6 determines presents a  serious counterintelligence
7 risk.
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To prohibit Russian participation in the G7, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 15, 2020
Mr. MEEKS (for himself, Mr. ConyoLLy, Mr. KeEAaTING, Mr. COHEN, Ms.
Kaprur, Mr. TrONE, Mr, DEUTCH, Mr, CicILLINE, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr.
KinzinGgeEr, Mr. FrrzraTriCK, Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. WiLson of South
Clarolina, Mr. Svozzi, and Mr. TED Ligv of California) introduced the
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

A BILL

To prohibit Russian participation in the G7, and for other

purposes.

—

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

(ST N

SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON RUSSIAN PARTICIPATION IN
THE G7.

(a) LaMrTATION.—Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, no Federal funds are authorized to be appro-

priated, obligated, or expended to take any action to sup-

o 1 o W B

port or facilitate—
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(1) the participation of Russia in a Group of
Seven proceeding; or

(2) the reconstitution of the Group of Eight to
include Russia.

(b) TERMINATION.—Subsection (a) shall cease to
have any foree or effect after the date on which—

(1) the Secretary of State and the Director of
National Intelligence, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Director of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, certify to the ap-
propriate congressional committees and leadership
that the Government of Russia, and all persons act-
ing as an agent of or otherwise on behalf of such
government, has halted all interference in United
States elections or elections of the other members of
the Group of Seven, members of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization and the European Union, and
other allies and partners;

(2) the Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Director of National Intelligence, determines and
certifies to the appropriate congressional committees
and leadership that the Government of Russia, and
all persons acting as an agent of or otherwise on be-

half of such government, has—

«HR 8259 IH



216

3

(A) ended its illegal occupation of Crimea
and is fully complying with its commitments
under the Minsk agreement with respect to
Eastern Ukraine;

(B) ended its illegal oceupation of South
Ossetia and Abkhazia and will support efforts
for the reintegration of these regions with the
Republie of Georgia; and

(") withdrawn its troops and armaments
from Transnistria and fully respects Moldova’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity; and
(3) the Director of National Intelligence, in

consultation with the heads of any other appropriate
executive departments and agencies, shall provide
the appropriate congressional committees and lead-
ership an assessment on the support by the Govern-
ment of Russia, and all persons acting as an agent
of or otherwise on behalf of such government, for
Taliban linked militants, including—

(A) the provision of defense articles, de-
fense services, or technology (as such terms are
defined and described in the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.)) or financial
assistance for purposes that undermine or run

counter to the principles agreed upon in the

+HR 8259 IH
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b

Agreement for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan

entered into on February 29, 2020,

(B) financial transactions, including trans-
actions made through the hawala system, be-
tween the individuals and entities of the Gov-
ernment of Russia, or individuals or entities
acting in connection with that government, to
Taliban-linked militants, other militants with
connections to Afghanistan, and their inter-
mediaries; and

(C) any alleged program created to
incentivize the killing of American and NATO
coalition soldiers by the Government of Russia
or any other foreign government.

(¢) APPROPRIATE C'ONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
AND LEADERSHIP.—In this section, the term “appropriate
congressional committees and leadership™ means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, and the Speaker, the
majority leader, and the minority leader of the
House of Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations, the

Select Committee on Intelligence, the Committee on

+HR 8259 IH
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Homeland Security, and the majority leader and the
minority leader of the Senate.

O
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H.R. 8259

OFFERED BY MR. MEEKS OF NEW YORK

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the

following:

| SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON RUSSIAN PARTICIPATION IN

2 THE G7.

3 (a) LavrrarioN.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
4 sion of law, no Federal funds are authorized to be appro-
5 priated, obligated, or expended to take any action to sup-
6 port or facilitate—

7 (1) the participation of Russia in a Group of
8 Seven proceeding; or

9 (2) the reconstitution of the Group of Eight to
10 imclude Russia.

11 (b) TERMINATION.—Subsection (a) shall cease to

12 have any force or effect after the date on which—

13 (1) the Secretary of State and the Director of
14 National Intelligence, in consultation with the Sec-
15 retary of Homeland Security and the Director of the
16 Federal Bureau of Investigation, certify to the ap-
17 propriate congressional committees and leadership
18 that the Government of Russia, and all persons act-

g\WHLC\092920/092920.004.xm| (778661(1)
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ing as an agent of or otherwise on behalt” of such
government, has halted all interference in United
States elections or elections of the other members of
the Group of Seven, members of the North Atlantie
Treaty Organization (NATO) and the BEuropean
Union, and other allies and partners; and

(2) the Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Director of National Intelligence, determines and
certifies to the appropriate congressional committees
and leadership that the Government of Russia, and
all persons acting as an agent of or otherwise on be-
half of such government, has—

(A) ended its illegal occupation of Crimea
and is fully complying with its commitments
under the Minsk agreement with respect to
Eastern Ukraine;

(B) ended its illegal oceupation of South
Ossetia and Abkhazia and will support efforts
for the reintegration of these regions with the
Republic of Georgia; and

(C) withdrawn its troops and armaments
from Transnistria and fully respects Moldova's
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the date

25 of the enactment of this Aect, the Secretary of State, in

g\WHLC0929201092920.004. xml (77866111)
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coordination with the Director of National Intelligence

2 and in consultation with the heads of other relevant Fed-
3 eral departments and agencies, shall submit to the appro-
4 priate congressional committees and leadership a report
5 on the threats and challenges of Russia to NATO and the
6 United States in Afghanistan and to United States efforts
7 to counter such threats and challenges, including—

8 (1) an assessment of support provided by the
9 sovernment of Russia, and all persons acting as an
10 agent of or otherwise on behalf of such government,
11 for Taliban-linked militants, including—

12 (A) the provision of defense articles, de-
13 fense serviees, or technology (as sueh terms arve
14 defined and deseribed in the Arms Export Con-
15 trol Act (22 U.S.Cl 2751 et seq.)) or financial
16 assistance for purposes that undermine or run
17 counter to the principles agreed upon in the
18 Agreement for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan
19 entered into on February 29, 2020,
20 (B) financial transactions, including trans-
21 actions made through the hawala system, be-
22 tween the individuals and entities of the Gov-
23 ernment of Russia, or individuals or entities
24 acting in connection with that government, to
25 Taliban-linked militants, other militants with

gI\HLC\0920201092920.004.xm|  (77866111)
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connections to  Afehanistan, and their inter-
mediaries; and
(C') any alleged program to ineentivize the
killing of United States or NATO eoalition sol-
diers by the Government of Russia or any other
foreign government;

(2) a deseription of United States Government
efforts to engage in diplomatie efforts with Russia
and the governments of NATO coalition allies and
partners to counter Russian malign influence in Af-
chanistan; and

(3) a deseription of the views of the govern-
ments of other NATO members, including heads of
government, political leaders, and military com-
manders in the region on Russian interference and
malign influence in Afghanistan.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
LEADERSHIP.—In this section, the term “appropriate
ressional committees and leadership”™ means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, and the Speaker, the
majority leader, and the minority leader of the

House of Representatives; and

g\WHLC0929201092920.004. xml (77866111)
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1 (2) the Committee on Foreign Relations, the
2 Select Committee on Intelligence, the Committee on
3 Homeland Seeurity, and the majority leader and the
-+ minority leader of the Senate.
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Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the entry into force of the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), recognizing the impor-
tance of the NPT’s continued contributions to United States and inter-
national security, and commemorating United States leadership in
strengthening the nuelear nonproliferation regime since the dawn of
the nuclear era.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 30, 2020
Mr. SHERMAN (for himself, Mr. BANKS, Mr. FosTER, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr.
LuJAN, Mr. ROONEY of Florida, Mr. BERA, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr. Vis-
CLOSKY, Mr. YoHo, and Ms. SPANBERGER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the entry into force
of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons (NPT), recognizing the importance of the NPT’s
continued contributions to United States and inter-
national security, and commemorating United States
leadership in strengthening the nuclear nonproliferation

regime since the dawn of the nuclear era.
This resolution may be cited as the “NPT at 50 Resolution”.

Whereas the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons has been a
bedrock prineiple of United States foreign poliey sinece
1945;
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Whereas the United States and the former Soviet Union
averted a catastrophic nuclear exchange during the Octo-
ber 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, which led to a series of
bilateral and multilateral agreements to reduce the
chances of nuclear war and prevent the spread of nuclear

Weapons:

Whereas President John F. Kennedy predieted in 1963 that
as many as 25 countries would acquire nuclear weapons

w 197 apsent a treaty to control nuelear weapons:
by 1970 absent a treaty to control nuel |

Whereas the nuclear nonproliferation regime, led by the
United States, has been strengthened by a complex net-
work of complementary treaties, and agreements, the cor-

nerstone of which is the NPT;

Whereas the NPT was signed by the United States, alongside
the United Kingdom and the Soviet Union, on its first

day of opening for signature, July 1, 1968;

Whereas the United States ratified the treaty on March 13,

1969, with a vote on ratification of 383 to 15;
Whereas the NPT entered into foree on Mareh 5, 1970;

Whereas the NPT provides important stability for United
States and international security, and its suceess has and
will continue to depend upon the full implementation by
all State Parties of the treaty’s three mutually rein-
forcing pillars: nonproliferation, access to peaceful uses of

nuclear energy, and disarmament;

Whereas United States leadership has been and will con-
tribute to be indispensable to the development and sue-
cess of the nuclear nonproliferation regime;

Whereas, on May 11, 1995, the NPT was extended indefi-
nitely;

+HRES 825 IH
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Whereas the NPT has grown to include 191 State Parties,
making an irreplaceable contribution to international se-
curity by preventing the spread of nuclear weapons;
Whereas only one nonmuclear weapon state that was a party

to the treaty has acquired nuelear weapons:

Whereas the United States has led the NPT's disarmament
pillar by negotiating bilateral arms control agreements,
achieving dramatic reductions in the nuclear weapons
stockpile, in support of Article VI and the disarmament
aims of the NPT, such as 1972 SALT I, 1979 SALT II,
1991 START I, 1993 START II, SORT, and New
START;

Whereas the United States has promoted the NPT's non-
proliferation pillar by supporting states which relin-
quished their nuclear weapons and acceded to the NPT,

such as Belarus, Kazakhstan, Ukraine, and South Africa;

Whereas the United States has also been a lead supporter of
many regional nuclear-weapons-free  zones, including
Latin America, Central Asia, the South Pacifie, Africa,
and Southeast Asia, and bans on nuclear weapons on the

seabed, in outer space, and on the Moon;

Whereas the United States has worked to ensure the peaceful
uses of nuclear energy by supporting the International
Atomic Energy Agency and its safeguards programs, in-
cluding the Additional Protocol;

Whereas every President has supported the NPT, such as
when President Donald Trump noted in a message to the
International Atomic Energy Ageney's General Con-
ference September 16, 2019, “For nearly 50 vears, the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty has prevented the

spread of nuclear weapons™;

+HRES 825 IH
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Whereas, on September 18, 2018, Assistant Secretary of
State for International Security and Nonproliferation
Christopher Ford recalled a President Trump statement
in which he called the Additional Protocol “the inter-
national standard™, and then Ford noted that “consistent

with that message, the AP should be universalized™;

Whereas the United States has been a strong supporter of
the implementing bodies of the nonproliferation and ex-
port eontrol regimes, such as the Zangeer Committee and

the Nuclear Suppliers Group:

Whereas the 2018 Department of Defense Nuclear Posture
Review affirms, “The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) is a cornerstone of the nuclear nonproliferation
regime. It plays a positive role in building consensus for
non-proliferation and enhances international efforts to
impose costs on those that would pursue nuclear weapons

outside the Treaty™;

Whereas, on June 28, 2018, the 50th anniversary of the trea-
ty first being signed, the United States, United Kingdom,
and Russian governments released a joint statement, re-
affirming their commitment to work toward “‘the ultimate
goal of the elimmation of nuelear weapons, as set forth
in the NPT"";

Whereas Congress has often been at the forefront of advo-
cating for nonproliferation, including through the Export-
Import Bank Aect of 1945, the MeMahon Act of 1946,
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, the Nueclear Non-Pro-
liferation Act of 1978, the Export Administration Act of
1979, the Nunn-Lugar Soviet Nuclear Threat Reduction
Act of 1991, and the Nuclear Proliferation Prevention
Act of 1994; and

*HRES 825 IH



228

5

Whereas the 10th NPT Review Conference will oceur during
the treaty’s 50th vear in New York, from April 27 to
May 22, 2020: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—
2 (1) reaffirms its support for the Treaty on the
3 Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) to

4 prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, to further re-
5 duce the number of nuclear weapons, and to pro-
6 mote the peaceful use of nuclear energy as it has
7 over the past 50 vears;

8 (2) reaffirms that a strong nonproliferation re-
9 gime is in the United States interests; and

10 (3) urges the United States to continue to be
I1 a leader on supporting the NPT and the non-
12 proliferation regime, hy—

13 (A) continuing to encourage all State Par-
14 ties to the NPT to comply fully with the treaty:
15 (B) maintaining support for the Inter-
16 national  Atomic  Energv  Ageney (IAEA)
17 through its assessed and voluntary contribu-
18 tions and promoting the universal adoption of
19 the TAEA Additional Protocol;

20 (') eontinuing to encourage opportunities
21 for cooperation with other nuclear possessing
22 states to reduce the number and role of nuclear
23 weapons in their national military strategies;

*HRES 825 IH
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(D) encouraging universality of the NPT
and the Additional Protocol;

(E) encouraging all states with nuclear en-
ergy programs to purchase nuclear fuel on the
international market and discouraging national
enrichment and reprocessing programs;

(I) encouraging the continuation of the
global moratorium on nuelear testing; and

(G) working toward a suceesstul 2020
NPT Review Conference,

o
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 825
OFFERED BY MR. SHERMAN OF CALIFORNIA

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas on December 4, 1961, the United Nations General
Assembly unanimously approved a resolution supporting
an international agreement to prevent the proliferation of
1 l("] ear \\"l’fﬂl]l‘)l 15;

Whereas the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons has been a
bedroek principle of United States foreign policy since
1945;

Whereas the October 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis nearly led
the United States and the former Soviet Union to a cata-
strophic nuelear exchange;

Whereas the aftermath of the Cuban Missile Crisis led to a
series of bilateral and multilateral agreements to reduce
the chances of nuelear war and prevent the spread of nu-
clear weapons;

Whereas on August 17, 1965, the United States submitted
its first draft of such a treaty to the Eighteen Nation
Disarmament Committee;

Whereas in May 1966, the Senate adopted S. Res. 179 sup-
porting the President’s efforts to negotiate such a treaty:

Whereas the United States, the United Kingdom, and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republies signed the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) on its

first day of opening for signature on July 1, 1968;

g\WHLC\09302010923020.084.xml (77838414)
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Whereas the Senate gave its adviee and consent to ratifica-
tion of the NPT on Mareh 13, 1969, by a vote of 83 to
15;

Whereas the NPT entered into foree on March 5, 1970, the
date it was ratified by the United States and the Soviet

Union;

Whereas the NPT provides stability that is eritical for United
States and international security, and its success has and
will continue to depend upon the full implementation by
all State Parties of the NPT's three mutually-reinforeing
pillars: nonproliferation, access to peaceful uses of nu-

clear energy, and disarmament;

Whereas United States leadership has been and will continue
to be indispensable to the development and suceess of the

global nuclear nonproliferation regime;

Whereas on May 11, 1995, the NPT was extended indefi-

nitely:

Whereas North Korea is the only non-nuelear weapon state
that was a party to the NPT before acquiring nuclear

weaporns:

Whereas the United States has supported the NPT's disar-
mament goals by negotiating bilateral arms control agree-
ments and achieving dramatie reduetions in its own and
other states’ nuclear weapons stockpiles through these
treaties, ineluding the 1972 SALT I Treaty, the 1987
INF Treaty, the 1991 START I Treaty, the 2002 Mos-
cow Treaty, and the 2010 New START treaty;

Whereas the United States has promoted the NPT's non-
proliferation pillar by supporting states that relinquished
their nueclear weapons and acceded to the NPT, such as
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Ukraine, and South Afriea;

gWVHLC\0930201093020.084.xml (77838414)
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Whereas the United States has worked to ensure the peacetul
uses of nuclear energy by supporting the International
Atomie Energy Agency and its safeguards programs, in-

cluding the Additional Protocol;

Whereas the 2018 Department of Defense Nuelear Posture
Review affirms, “The Nuelear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) is a cornerstone of the nuelear nonproliferation
regime. It plays a positive role in building consensus for
non-proliferation and enhances international efforts to
impose eosts on those that would pursue nuclear weapons

outside the Treaty.”;

Whereas on June 28, 2018, the United States, United King-
dom, and Russian governments released a joint state-
ment, reaffirming their commitment to work toward “the
ultimate goal of the elimination of nuclear weapons, as
set forth in the NPT"; and

Whereas Congress has long been a leading voice for non-
proliferation, including through the Export-Import Bank
Aet of 1945, the MeMahon Aet of 1946, the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Aet of
1978, the Export Administration Act of 1979, the Nunn-
Lugar Soviet Nuclear Threat Reduetion Aet of 1991, the
Nuelear Nonproliferation Prevention Aet of 1994, and

other legislative efforts: Now, therefore, be it

Strike all after the resolving clause and insert the

following:

1 That the House of Representatives

2 (1} calls for continued support for the Treaty
3 on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)

gWVHLC\0930201093020.084.xml (77838414)
September 30, 2020 (12:28 p.m.)



233

GAMVIASHERMAVSHERMA_109 XML

4

1 to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, to further
2 reduce the number of nuelear weapons, and to pro-
3 mote the peaceful use of nuclear energy as it has
-+ over the past 50 years;

5 (2) reaffirms that a strong nonproliferation re-
6 gime is in the United States interest;

7 (3) recognizes that the United States, through
8 its network of alliances, has led the world upholding
9 the pillars of the NPT and continues to work to-
10 gether to strengthen the NPT; and

11 (4) urges the United States to continue to be
12 a leader in supporting the NPT and the global non-
13 proliferation regime, by—

14 (A) continuing to encourage all States
15 Party to the NPT to comply fully with the
16 NPT;

17 (B) maintaining support for the Inter-
18 national Atomic Energy Ageney through its as-
19 sessed and voluntary contributions and promote
20 the universal adoption of the TAEA Additional
21 Protocol;
22 (') continuing to encourage opportunities
23 for cooperation with other nueclear weapons
24 states to reduce the number and role of nuclear
25 weapons;
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(D) eneouraging universality of the NPT
and the Additional Protocol;

(E) disconraging the unlawful spread of
uranium enrvichment technologies and ensuring
such technologies covered under the NPT are
properly verified;

(F) developing policies to prevent with-
drawal of additional states parties from the
Treaty;

(G) maintaining global moratoria on nu-
clear explosive testing, which is in the national
security interest of the United States; and

(IT) working towards a successful 2021

NPT Review Conference.

Amend the title so as to read: “A resolution urging

the United States to contimue to be a leader in sup-

porting the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear

Weapons (NPT) and the global nonproliferation regime

to reap the benefits the NPT and such regime bring to

United States and international security.”.
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116TH CONGRESS
L2 H, R. 4636
[ ] [ ]

To authorize the Secretary of State and the Administrator of the United
States Ageney for International Development to prioritize and advance
efforts to improve waste management systems and prevent and reduce
plastic waste and marine debris, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OcToBER 11, 2019
Mr. McCAUL (for himself and Mr, ENGEL) introdueed the following bill; which
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

A BILL

To authorize the Secretary of State and the Administrator
of the United States Agency for International Develop-
ment to prioritize and advance efforts to improve waste
management systems and prevent and reduce plastic

waste and marine debris, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the Uniled States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Partnering and

Leveraging Assistance to Stop Trash for International

[= T, T SN

(leaner Seas Act” or the “PLASTICS Act’.
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| SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
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Congress finds the following:

(1) Eight million metrie tons of plastic enter
the ocean every year. Marine debris damages the
health of marine life, impedes local economic devel-
opment, and threatens health systems. Ten river sys-
tems carry an estimated 90 percent of the plastic
waste that ends up in the ocean.

(2) Mismanaged plastic waste has the highest
risk of contaminating vivers and oceans. China con-
tributes the largest share of this mismanaged waste,
followed by Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam,
Thailand, Egypt, Nigeria, and South Africa. The
United States is the world’s second-largest producer
and consumer of plasties produets, and the top ex-
porter of plastic serap.

(3) Most marine debris, particularly plastics,
enters the oceans from land-based sourees, mainly in
developing countries, that lack the capacity to ade-
quately manage waste and prevent dumping.

(4) During the Our Ocean Conference in Octo-
ber 2018, the United States announced assistance to
prevent marine debris from entering the ocean
through development of waste management systems
and reduce plasties in marine protected areas in the

Indo-Paecifie,

+HR 4636 IH
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(5) During the June 2019 G20 Summit in
Osaka, Japan, the United States joined other G20
members in endorsing the “Osaka Blue Ocean Vi-
sion” to reduce additional pollution by marine plas-
tie litter to zero by 2050 and the G20 Implementa-
tion Framework for Aections on Marine Plastic Lit-
ter, which outlines a commitment to prevent and re-
duce plastic debris in the oceans through waste man-
agement and clean-up efforts to remove marine plas-
tie debris and prioritizes efforts to advance innova-
tive solutions and international cooperation to sup-
port such initiatives,
3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.
It is the poliey of the United States to consult, part-

and coordinate with the governments of foreign coun-

tries, international organizations, private and civil society

entities, and other stakeholders in a concerted effort to—

(1) prevent and reduce marine debris and plas-
tie waste, including through reduced consumption,
greater transparency in global trade of plastic waste,
and support for integrated waste management sys-
tems in developing countries:

(2) advance imnovative market-based solutions
and catalyze private capital to prevent and reduce

marine debris and plastic waste, support integrated

*HR 4636 TH
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waste management systems, and improve market de-

mand for recycled material;

(3) build the capacity of national and sub-
national governments in other countries to develop
and implement integrated waste management sys-
tems, measure and report progress in reducing plas-
tiec waste, and prevent plastic waste from entering
rivers and oceans;

(4) support local economie development through
programs that assist community members, particu-
larly women, youth, and marginalized populations, to
derive economic benefit from waste products and
participation in waste management systems; and

(5) engage in international and regional co-
operation to prevent and reduce marine debris and
plastic waste, share best practices, and empower na-
tional and subnational governments, local commu-
nities, civil society, and the private sector to engage
in such efforts.

SEC. 4. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that, in pursuing the pol-
iey deseribed in section 3, the President should direet
United States representatives to appropriate international
bodies to use the voice, vote, and influence of the United

States to advoeate support for the following:

+HR 4636 IH



L 2

o

13
14
5
16
17
18
19
20
21
2
23
24
25

239

5

(1) Efforts to improve transparency in global

trade of plastic waste, improve plastic waste regula-

tion to ensure the safety of humans and the environ-

ment, strengthen integrated waste management sys-

tems, and prevent, reduce, reuse, and recyele plastic
waste, to the extent practical.

(2) Collaborative approaches to establish meas-
urable targets and objectives, with related action
plans, for reducing marine debris and plastic waste
from all sources and sharing best practices in waste
prevention and management systems to prevent plas-
tic waste.

SEC. 5. UNITED STATES SUPPORT TO IMPROVE WASTE
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS AND PREVENT AND
REDUCE MARINE DEBRIS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State and the
Administrator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, in coordination with the heads of
relevant Federal departments and agencies, are authorized
to prioritize and advance ongoing global efforts to—

(1) prevent and reduce marine debris and plas-
tic waste, including through reduced consumption,
greater transparency in global trade of plastic waste,
and support for integrated waste management sys-

tems in developing countries;

*HR 4636 TH
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(2) advanee innovative market-based solutions
and catalyze private capital to prevent and reduce
marine debris and plastic waste, support integrated
waste management systems, and improve market de-
mand for recycled material;

(3) build the capacity of national and sub-
national governments in other countries to develop
and implement integrated waste management sys-
tems, measure and report progress in reducing plas-
tic waste, and prevent plastic waste from entering
rivers and oceans; and

(4) support local economic development through
programs that assist community members, particu-
larly women, yvouth, and marginalized populations, to
derive economic benefit from waste products and
participation in waste management systems,

(b) COORDINATION WITH PRIVATE SECTOR.—The
Secretary and the Administrator, in coordination with the
Chief Executive Officer of the U.S. Development Finance
Corporation and the Chief Executive Officer of the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation and in consultation with the
heads of relevant Federal departments and agencies, are
authorized and encouraged to work with entities in the
private sector and with nongovernmental organizations to

leverage sources of public and private capital to com-

+HR 4636 IH
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i
plement the etforts deseribed in subsection (a), including
by finaneing infrastructure investments, supporting capac-
ity-building activities, and entering into cost-sharing, cost-
matehing, and other cooperative agreements to support
and finance such efforts.

(¢) MONITORING AND EVALUATION.—The Secretary
and the Administrator shall establish monitoring and eval-
uation mechanisms, including measurable goals, objec-
tives, and benchmarks, to ensure the effective use of
United States foreign assistance to achieve the objectives
described in paragraphs (1) through (4) of subsection (a).

(d) DomEsTIC RESOURCE MOBILIZATION.—In car-
rving out the authority under subsection (a), the Secretary
and the Administrator, in coordination with the heads of
relevant Federal departments and agencies, shall seek to
provide technical assistance to mobilize the domestic re-
sources of reeipient countries in order to increase cost-
sharing, self-reliance, and host country ownership of waste
prevention and management programs.

(e) CosT LIMITATION.—No additional funds are an-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this Aet.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Aect, the Secretary and the Ad-
ministrator, in consultation with the heads of relevant

Federal departments and agencies, shall jointly submit to

*HR 4636 IH
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the appropriate congressional committees a report on on-
going programs and monitoring and evaluation mecha-
nisms to carry out the authority under subsection (a) that
includes a deseription of—

(1) the monitoring and evaluation plans and in-
dicators used to measure performance of assistance
programs, in aceordance with subsection (d);

(2) best practices and lessons learned in imple-
menting the efforts anthorized under subsection (a);

(3) the extent to which recipient countries have
demonstrated a commitment and willingness to co-
operate to advanee the efforts deseribed in sub-
section (a) and to dedicate resources to support
waste prevention and management initiatives;

(4) the extent to which host country govern-
ments and other governments in the region are in-
vesting resources to advanece initiatives to prevent or
reduce marine debris and plastic waste and develop
integrated waste management svstems; and

(5) the extent to which other funding sources,
including through private sector investment, have
been identified to advance waste prevention and

management initiatives,

+HR 4636 IH
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(o) APPROPRIATE (CONGRESSIONAL  COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term “appropriate con-
gressional committees™ means—

(1) the Committee on Foreien Affairs and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate.

O
L,
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE

TO H.R. 4636

OFFERED BY MR. MCCAUL OF TEXAS

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the

following:

| SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

2 This Aet may be cited as the “Partnering and

3 Leveraging Assistance to Stop Trash for International

4 (leaner Seas Act” or the “PLASTICS Aet”.

5 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

6 Congress finds the following:

7 (1) Eight million metrie tons of plastic enter

8 the ocean every year. Marine debris damages the

9 health of marine life, impedes local economie devel-

10 opment, and threatens health systems. Ten river sys-

11 tems carry an estimated 90 percent of the river-

12 based plastic waste that ends up in the ocean.

13 (2) Mismanaged plastic waste has the highest

14 risk of contaminating rivers and oceans. China eon-

15 tributes the largest share of this mismanaged waste,

16 followed by Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam,

17 Thailand, Egvpt, Nigeria, and South Africa. The

18 United States is the world’s second-largest producer
gI\WHLC\0925201092520.180xml  (77847312)
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1 and consumer of plasties products, and the top ex-
2 porter of plastic serap.

3 (3) Most marine debris, particularly plasties,
-+ enters the oceans from land-based sources, mainly in
5 developing countries, that lack the capacity to ade-
6 guately manage waste and prevent dumping.

7 (4) During the Our Ocean Conference in Octo-
8 ber 2018, the United States announced assistance to
9 prevent marine debris from entering the ocean
10 through development of waste management systems
11 and reduce plasties in marine protected areas in the
12 Indo-Pacitie.

13 (5) During the June 2019 G20 Summit in
14 Osaka, Japan, the United States joined other G20
15 members in endorsing the “Osaka Blue Ocean Vi-
16 sion” to reduce additional pollution by marine plas-
17 tie litter to zero by 2050 and the G20 Implementa-
18 tion Framework for Actions on Marine Plastie Lit-
19 ter, which outlines a commitment to prevent and re-
20 duee plastic debris in the oceans through waste man-
21 agement and clean-up efforts to remove marine plas-
22 tiec debris and prioritizes efforts to advance innova-
23 tive solutions and international cooperation to sup-
24 port such initiatives.
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3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States to consult, part-

ner, and coordinate with the governments of foreien coun-
tries, international organizations, private and civil society

entities, and other stakeholders in a concerted effort to—

(1) prevent and reduce marine debris and plas-
tic waste, including through reduced consumption,
greater transpareney in global trade of plastic waste,
and support for integrated waste management sys-
tems in developing countries;

(2) advance immovative market-based solutions
and ecatalyze private capital to prevent and reduce
marine debris and plastic waste, support integrated
waste management systems, and improve market de-
mand for recyeled material;

(3) build the capaeity of national and sub-
national governments in other countries to develop
and implement integrated waste management sys-
tems, measure and report progress in reducing plas-
tic waste, and prevent plastic waste from entering
rivers and oceans;

(4) support local economie development through
programs that assist community members, particu-
larly women, youth, and marginalized populations, to
derive economic benefit from waste products and

participation in waste management systems; and

g\WHLC0925201092520.180.xml (77847312)
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1 (5) engage in international and regional co-
2 operation to prevent and reduce marine debris and
3 plastic waste, share best practices, and empower na-

tional and subnational governments, local commu-
nities, eivil society, and the private sector to engage

in such efforts,

4
5

6

7 SEC. 4. SENSE OF CONGRESS.
8 It is the sense of Clongress that, in pursuing the pol-
9 ey deseribed in section 3, the President should direct
0 United States representatives to appropriate international

11 bodies to use the voice, vote, and influence of the United

12 States to advoeate support for the following:

13 (1) Efforts to improve transparency in global
14 trade of plastic waste, improve plastic waste regula-
15 tion to ensure the safety of humans and the environ-
16 ment, strengthen integrated waste management sys-
17 tems, and prevent, reduce, reuse, and recyele plastic
18 waste, to the extent practical.

19 (2) Collaborative approaches to establish meas-
20 urable targets and objectives, with related action
21 plans, for reducing marine debris and plastic waste
22 from all sources and sharing best practices in waste
23 prevention and management systems to prevent plas-
24 tie waste.
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SEC. 5. UNITED STATES SUPPORT TO IMPROVE WASTE
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS AND PREVENT AND

REDUCE MARINE DEBRIS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State and the
Administrator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, in coordination with the heads of
relevant Federal departments and agencies, are authorized
to prioritize and advanee ongoing global efforts to—

(1) prevent and reduce marine debris and plas-
tic waste, including through reduced consumption,
oreater transparencey in global trade of plastic waste,
and support for integrated waste management sys-
tems in developing countries;

(2) advance immovative market-based solutions
and ecatalyze private capital to prevent and reduce
marine debris and plastic waste, support integrated
waste management systems, and improve market de-
mand for reeyeled material;

(3) build the capacity of national and sub-
national governments in other countries to develop
and implement integrated waste management sys-
tems, measure and report progress in reduecing plas-
tie waste, and prevent plastic waste from entering
rivers and oceans; and

(4) support loeal economie development through

programs that assist community members, particu-
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larly women, youth, and marginalized populations, to

derive economic benefit from waste products and

participation in waste management systems,

(b) COORDINATION WITH PRIVATE SECTOR.—The
Secretary and the Administrator, in eoordination with the
Chief Executive Officer of the United States International
Development Finance Corporation and the Chief Exeeu-
tive Officer of the Millennium Challenge Corporation and
in consultation with the heads of relevant Federal depart-
ments and agencies, are authorized and encouraged to
work with entities in the private sector and with non-
governmental organizations to leverage sources of publie
and private capital to complement the efforts deseribed in
subsection (a), including by financing infrastructure in-
vestients, supporting capacity-building activities, and en-
tering into cost-sharing, cost-matehing, and other coopera-
tive agreements to support and finance such efforts.

{¢) MONITORING AND EVALUATION.—The Secretary
and the Administrator shall establish monitoring and eval-
uation mechanisms, including measurable goals, objec-
tives, and benchmarks, to ensure the effective use of
United States foreign assistance to achieve the objectives
deseribed in paragraphs (1) through (4) of subsection (a).

(d) DoMESTIC RESOURCE MOBILIZATION.—In car-

rving out the authority under subsection (a), the Secretary

g\WHLC\0925201092520.180.xml (T7847312)
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and the Administrator, in eoordination with the heads of
relevant Federal departments and agencies, shall seek to
provide technical assistance to mobilize the domestic re-
sources of recipient countries in order to inerease cost-
sharing, self-reliance, and host country ownership of waste
prevention and management programs,

(e) Cost LaiMiTATION.—No additional funds are au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this Act.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Aet, the Secretary and the Ad-
ministrator, in consultation with the heads of relevant
Federal departments and agencies, shall jointly submit to
the appropriate congressional committees a report on on-
going programs and montoring and evaluation mecha-
nmisms to carry out the authority under subsection (a) that
includes a deseription of—

(1) the monitoring and evaluation plans and in-
dicators used to measure performance of assistance
programs, in accordance with subsection (d);

(2) best practices and lessons learned in imple-
menting the efforts authorized under subsection (a);

(3) the extent to which recipient countries have
demonstrated a commitment and willingness to co-

operate to advance the efforts deseribed in sub-
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section (a) and to dedicate resources to support
waste prevention and management initiatives;

(4) the extent to which host country govern-
ments and other governments in the region are in-
vesting resources to advance initiatives to prevent or
reduce marine debris and plastic waste and develop
mtegrated waste management systems; and

() the extent to which other funding sources,
including through private sector investment, have
been identified to advance waste prevention and
management initiatives.

(g) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES

=

13 DEFINED.—In this section, the term “appropriate con-

14 gressional committees”™ means—

15 (1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the

16 Committee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-

17 resentatives; and

18 (2) the Committee on Foreign Relations and

19 the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate.
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AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDMENT IN THE
NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE TO H.R. 4636
OFFERED BY MR. RESCHENTHALER OF
PENNSYLVANIA

Page 8, after line 19, add the following:

SEC. 6. PLASTIC WASTE REDUCTION INITIATIVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Executive Officer of the

United States International Development Finanee Cor-
poration is authorized to establish, in coordination with
relevant Federal departments and agencies and incor-
porating any existing programs of the Corporation for
such purposes, an initiative to pursue investment opportu-
nities to address plastic waste pollution and support im-
proved, integrated waste management systems in devel-
oping eountries, including by catalyzing global public and
private-sector investments to prevent and reduce marine
debris and plastic waste in such countries.

(b) REFERENCE.—The initiative established under
subsection (a) may be referred to as the “Plastic Waste
Reduction Initiative™,

g\WHLC\0925201092520.183.xm| (77847512)
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Urging the Government of Burma to hold free, fair, inclusive, transparent,
participatory, and eredible elections on November 8, 2020.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 17, 2020
Mr. Levin of Michigan (for himself, Mr. CHABOT, and Mr, ENGEL) submitted
the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs

RESOLUTION

Urging the Government of Burma to hold free, fair, inclusive,
transparent, participatory, and credible elections on No-
vember 8, 2020.

Whereas the Union Election Commission of Burma an-
nounced that the country will hold general elections on
November 8, 2020;

Whereas Burma’s previous elections were characterized by
controversy, conflict, and disenfranchisement instigated
by the military of Burma (the “Tatmadaw”), including in
May 1990, November 2010, the April 2012 special elec-
tions, and November 2015;

Whereas the ongoing Tatmadaw offensives in Rakhine, south-
ern Chin, Kachin, and northern Shan states continue to

cause significant displacement of ethme groups, creating
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substantial challenges for the Union Eleetion Commission
to generate a verified comprehensive voter list and set up
polling stations in conflict atfected areas;

Whereas provisions in the 2008 Constitution of Burma allo-
cate 25 pereent of parliamentary seats to the military,
conferring  exceptional powers to the Tatmadaw and
thereby affording the Tatmadaw considerable power to
suppress basic rights, including freedoms of expression,
assembly, and association;

Whereas constitutional amendments proposed by the Union
Parliament’s Charter Amendment Committee that aimed
to democratize the Burmese Constitution and ensure
equal rights, including voting rights, for all eitizens of
Burma were defeated by military lawmakers, further ena-
bling the military to exercise outsized power and influ-

ence the country’s electoral processes;

Whereas the National League of Demoeracy political party
has repeatedly failed to uphold and protect the rights of
ethnie and religious minorities since coming to power in
2015;

Whereas, as of March 31, 2020, during the first four vears
of Aung San Suu Kyi's eivilian government, over 500
lawsuits against more than 1,000 individuals have used
Burma’s legal system to repress peaceful expressions erit-
ical of the Tatmadaw, civilian government, and Aung San
Suu Kyi, resulting in the imprisonment of journalists,
such as Reuters reporters Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo,

ethnie activists, and student protestors;

Whereas the Political Parties Registration Law of 2010 lim-
its the right to form and join political parties only to full

citizens, thereby severely eurtailing the political participa-
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tion of vreligions and ethnic minorities, including
Rohingva, those of Chinese and Indian descent, internally
displaced populations across Rakhine, Kachin, and Shan
states, and Burmese refugees in Thailand, Bangladesh,
and elsewhere in the region, many of whom had citizen-
ship documents canceled and who face multiple hurdles

in gaining ecitizenship documentation;

Whereas the Government of Burma instituted a blackout,
that is still ongoing as of September 1, 2020, of mobile
internet services and restricted internet service quality in
Rakhine and Chin States, beginning in June 2019, there-
by inhibiting the ability to hold free and fair elections in
these areas and further exacerbating difficulties in aid
distribution and access to potentially life-saving informa-
tion sinee the onset of COVID-19;

Whereas the Government of Burma continues to curtail free-
dom of the press and eivil society—which are eritical
foundations for free and fair elections—as evidenced by
government directives to block independent and ethnie
media sites, and the anticipated restrictions by the Union
Election Commission on voter education and election ob-

servation activities;

Whereas Burma’s 2015 election saw the disenfranchisement
of significant segments of the population, particularly of
Rohingyva ethnicity, but also including those of Chinese
and Indian descent, Muslims, and other internally dis-
placed persons;

Whereas ongoing contlict in 2015 was used to justity the can-
cellation of eleetions in 7 townships and more than 400
ward and village tracts, mostly in Kachin, Shan, and

Kayin states;
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Whereas Burma's 1982 citizenship law stripped Rohingya of
their Burmese ecitizenship and subsequent policies ren-
dered them stateless and disenfranchised, despite having
the right to vote as recently as 2010 and ability to serve

in parliament as recently as 2015;

Whereas in 2017, the Tatmadaw commenced a genocide
against Rohingva civilians in Rakhine state, causing over
740,000 Rohingva refugees to flee into Bangladesh, join-
ing over 200,000 who had been previously displaced in
prior waves of anti-Rohingva violence, resulting in more
than 1,000,000 Rohingya refugees not present in Burma
for the election;

Whereas the Government of Burma has not ereated condi-
tions conducive to repatriation and political and electoral
participation of Rohingva refugees and has not made
progress on the most crucial of the 88 recommendations
of the Rakhine Advisory Commission identified by
Rohingya refugees as prevequisites to voluntary repatri-
ation, including freedom of movement, provision of civil
documentation, and a transparent pathway to restoration

of full eitizenship;

Whereas the Tatmadaw’s senior generals have been sanc-
tioned by the United States Government for perpetrating
oross human rights violations and are subject to ongoing
investigations into their conduct by both the Inter-
national Criminal Court and the International Court of

Justice; and

Whereas the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Situ-
ation of Human Rights in Myanmar stated on July 13,
2020, “The people of Myanmar deserve a free and fair
election this November and this includes respect for the

right to vote regardless of one's race, ethnicity or reli-
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gion, freedom of expression and assembly, and aceess to
information and a free press. It will also require that
steps are taken now to assure that those in conflict areas
will be able to exercise their rights.”: Now, therefore, be
it
Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) recognizes the importance of free, fair, in-
clusive, transparent, participatory, and credible elee-
tions in Burma and that the 2020 elections mark a
eritical juncture in Burma’s democratic process;

(2) stands with the people of Burma in their
ambition for sustainable peace, a genuine demoe-
racy, and the realization of fundamental human
rights for all;

(3) calls upon the President and the Secretary
of State to—

(A) support Burma’s democratic transi-
tion, including by emphasizing the importance
to that transition of this election as well as of
the Government of Burma undertaking a cred-
ible and sustainable process of genuine national
and ethnie reconciliation;

(B) support free, fair, inclusive, trans-
parent, participatory, and credible elections in
Burma, ineluding by working to ensure that the

Tatmadaw and its affihiates do not interfere
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with vigorous public debate or the mechanism
of the electoral process and that other govern-
ment officials do not use official resources for
electioneering;

(') eall for a ceasefire in all Burmese
states and localities to ensure that conflict is
not used as an excuse to deny people the right
to vote:

(D) support the right to vote for internally
displaced persons, refugees, and other Burmese
communities outside of Burma, with specifie at-
tention to the disenfranchised Rohingva people;

(E) condemn any action taken by the gov-
ernment, political parties, military, or Union
Election Commission to limit civil society par-
ticipation in the election, including prohibitions
on voter education and election observation, or
otherwise restrict civil society or humanitarian
space in the lead up to the election or in the
post-election period;

(F') ensure that United States-based social
media companies, including Facebook, not allow
their platforms to be used as wvehicles for

spreading misinformation or advocating violence
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[
or voter intimidation to suppress voter partiei-
pation; and
(G) ensure that the Department of State’s

2020 Country Report on Human Rights Prac-

tices includes an extensive evaluation of the

Burmese election, including an assessment of

inclusivity, participation, and interference;

(4) calls upon the United States Government,
in partnership with the international community, to
ensure that the Union Eleetion Commission fune-
tions as an independent electoral management body
that establishes a regulatory framework that fosters
fair, open, and transparent electoral processes, and
that the Tatmadaw publicly affirms that it will
honor the results of such elections;

(5) calls upon the Secretary of State and the
Administrator of the United States Ageney for
International Development to work with like-minded
regional and international organizations, such as the
International Foundation for Electoral Systems, the
International Institute for Democracy and Electoral
Assistance, the Asian Network for Free Elections,
People’s Alliance for Credible Elections (PACE),
and the Carter Center, to ensure that the general

clections in Burma meet international standards of
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free and fair elections, including by seeking full and
unimpeded access to all aspeets of the electoral proc-
ess for international and domestic observers; and

(6) calls on the President to consider sanc-
tioning individuals within the Government of Burma,
the Tatmadaw, and among military associated busi-
nesses and ultranationalist groups, whom the United
States Government determines undermine free, fair,
inclusive, transparent, participatory, and ecredible
elections in Burma or the safety of such elections,

O
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AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 1121
OFFERED BY MR. LEVIN OF MICHIGAN

Page 7, beginning line 19, strike *, such as the
International Foundation for Electoral Systems, the
International Institute for Democracy and Electoral As-
sistance, the Asian Network for IFree Elections, People’s
Alliance for Credible Elections (PACE), and the Carter

Center,”.

Page 8, strike lines 4 through 10 and insert the fol-

lowing:

1 (6) calls on the President to consider actions,
2 mecluding the further use of existing sanctions au-
3 thorities such as those authorized under the Global

Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act (sub-
title ' of title XII of Public Law 114-328), in sup-
port of the rights of Burmese citizens to obtain, ex-

ercise, defend, and promote human rights and free-

0 -1 o th B

doms.
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1167 CONGRESS
2D SESSION H. RES. 1 1 1

Calling for the immediate release of Trevor Reed, a United States citizen
who was unjustly sentenced to 9 vears in a Russian prison.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 16, 2020

Mr. Conaway (for himself, Mr. McCavn, Mr. McCarrtay, Mr. HURD of
Texas, Mr. GoumMeRrT, Mr. BaBin, Mr. TavLor, Mr. MarcHANT, Mr.
ARRINGTON, Mr. THORNBERRY, Mr. Roy, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
GOODEN, Mr. FLOREs, Mr. CRENsSHAW, Mr. VEASEY, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr.
GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Ms.
GRANGER, and Mr. WiLLIAMS) submitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Calling for the immediate release of Trevor Reed, a United
States citizen who was unjustly sentenced to 9 years
in a Russian prison.

Whereas United States citizen Trevor Reed is a resident of
Granbury, Texas, and a United States Marine Corps vet-
eran;

Whereas Trevor Reed traveled to Moscow to visit his
girlfriend on May 16, 2019;

Whereas Moscow's Police Service detained Trevor Reed on
August 16, 2019;



263

£

Whereas Trevor Reed was aceused of grabbing the arm of the
police officer driving the vehicle and elbowing another of-
ficer while en route to the police station, causing the ve-
hicle to swerve and therefore endangering the lives of the

police officers;

Whereas the United States Embassy in Moscow has filed nu-
merous diplomatic complaints with the Russian Foreign
Ministry regarding Trevor Reed being denied consular,
aceess, communications, medical treatment, family visita-
tions, and other violations of the Vienna Convention on
Clonsular Relations;

Whereas Trevor Reed’s defense team presented video evidence
to the courts that disproves the police officers’ statements
of supposed endangerment and wrongdoing:

Whereas Trevor Reed's defense team was denied access to
additional video evidence from the police vehicle and po-

lice station that had the potential to prove his innocence;

Whereas the police officers elaimed emotional and physical
damages, but did not sustain any visible injury, or claim
any time missed from work;

Whereas the Constitutional Supreme Court of the Russian
Federation and the Second Court of Cassation of General
Jurisdiction eoncurred that Russian procedural law was

violated in the way that Trevor Reed’s bail was revoked;

Whereas the United States Embassy in Moscow has filed
complaints with the Russian Foreign Ministry regarding
denial of communications with Trevor Reed;

Whereas during the trial, the defense counsel presented 59
minutes of traffic camera video that showed the police
car—

(1) did not change direction or leave its lane;

*HRES 1115 IH
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(2) did not swerve; and

(3) did not stop or slow down;

Whereas, on July 30. 2020, Golovinsky Distriet Court Judge
Arnout read a verdict that dismissed all defense evidence,
witnesses, and government experts and ineluded informa-
tion from the investigator’'s case files that were not dis-

cussed or read into the court files;

Whereas the judge sentenced Trevor Reed to 9 vears in pris-
on camp and was ordered to pay 100,000 rubles to each

police officer for moral and physical injuries;

Whereas Trevor Reed had already been detained in Russia
for 1 year at the time of the judge’s verdict; and

Whereas, the United States Ambassador to Russia, John Sul-
livan, upon Trevor's sentencing, stated that the prosecu-
tion's case and the evidence presented against Mr. Reed
were “so preposterous that they provoked langhter in the
courtroom”, the conviction and sentence were “‘ridicu-
lous”, and “‘justice was not even considered’: Now, there-

fore, be it

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—
2 (1) expresses support for Trevor Reed, Paul
3 Whelan, and all prisoners unjustly imprisoned in the

Russian Federation;

(2) eondemns the practice of politically moti-
vated imprisonment in the Russian Federation,
which violates the commitments of the Russian Fed-

eration to international obligations with respect to

LU=T - < E s R = W B =

human rights and the rule of law;
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(3) urges the United States Government, in all
its interactions with the Government of the Russian
Federation, to raise the case of Trevor Reed and to
press for his release;

(4) calls on the Government of the Russian
Federation to immediately release Trevor Reed and
all other prisoners arrested for political motivations;

(5) urges the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration to provide unrestricted consular access to
Trevor Reed while he remains in detention;

(6) calls on the Govermment of the Russian
Federation—

(A) to provide Trevor Reed any necessary
medical  treatment  and  personal  protective
equipment;

(B) to notify the United States Ambas-
sador to Russia of any medical problems or
complaints that arise during his detention; and

(C') to provide the United States Embassy
in Moscow with ftull aceess to all of Trevor
Reed’s medical records;

(7) urges the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration to respect Trevor Reed's universally recog-

nized human rights; and

«HRES 1115 IH
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(8) expresses support to the family of Trevor
Reed and commitment to bringing Trevor Reed

home.
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GAMM6WMCCAULWMCCAUL_078 XML

AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 1115
OFFERED BY MR. MCCAUL OF TEXAS

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas United States eitizen Trevor Reed is a resident of
Granbury, Texas, and a United States Marine Corps vet-
eran;

Whereas Trevor Reed traveled to Moscow to visit his
girlfriend on May 16, 2019;

Whereas Moscow’s Police Service detained Trevor Reed on
August 16, 2019;

Whereas Trevor Reed was accused of grabbing the arm of the
police officer driving the vehicle and elbowing another of-
ficer while en route to the police station, causing the ve-
hicle to swerve and therefore endangering the hives of the

police officers;

Whereas the United States Embassy in Moscow has filed nu-
merous diplomatie complaints with the Russian Foreign
Ministry regarding Trevor Reed being denied consular ac-
cess, communications, medieal treatment, family wvisita-
tions, and other violations of the Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations;

Whereas Trevor Reed’s defense team presented video evidence
from traffic camera footage to the courts that disproves
the police officers’ statements of supposed endangerment

and wrongdoing;

9\VHLC\0925201092520,250.xml (77852311)
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Whereas Trevor Reed’s defense team was denied aceess to
additional video evidence from the police vehicle and po-

lice station that had the potential to prove his innocence;

Whereas the police officers elaimed emotional and physical
damages, but did not sustain any visible injury, or elaim

any time missed from work;

Whereas the Constitutional Supreme Court of the Russian
Federation and the Second Court of Cassation of General
Jurisdietion coneurred that Russian procedural law was
violated in the way that Trevor Reed’s bail was revoked;

Whereas the United States Embassy in Moscow has filed
complaints with the Russian Foreien Ministry regarding

denial of communications with Trevor Reed:

Whereas during the trial, the defense counsel presented 59
minutes of traffic camera video that showed the police
car—

(1) did not change direction or leave its lane;
(2) did not swerve; and

(3) did not stop or slow down;

Whereas, on July 30, 2020, Golovinsky District Court Judge
Arnout read a verdiet that dismissed all defense evidence,
witnesses, and government experts and included informa-
tion from the investigator's case files that were not dis-
cussed or read into the court files;

Whereas the judge sentenced Trevor Reed to 9 years in pris-
on camp and was ordered to pay 100,000 rubles to each
police officer for moral and physical injuries;

Whereas Trevor Reed had already been detained in Russia
for 1 year at the time of the judge’s verdiet; and

Whereas, the United States Ambassador to Russia, John Sul-
livan, upon Trevor's sentencing, stated that the prosecu-

g\WHLC\0925201092520.250.xm| (77852311)
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tion’s case and the evidence presented against Mr. Reed
were “so preposterous that they provoked laughter in the
courtroom”, the convietion and sentence were “‘ridicu-
lous™, and “justice was not even considered”: Now, there-

fore, be it—

Strike all after the resolving clause and insert the

following:

1 That the House of Representatives

2 (1) expresses support for Trevor Reed, Paul
3 Whelan, and all prisoners unjustly imprisoned in the
4 Russian Federation;

D (2) condemns the practice of politically moti-
6 vated imprisonment in the Russian Federation,
7 which violates the commitments of the Russian Fed-
8 eration to international obligations with respect to
9 human rights and the rule of law;

10 (3) urges the United States Government, in all
11 its interactions with the Government of the Russian
12 Federation, to raise the case of Trevor Reed and to
13 press for his release;

14 (4) calls on the Government of the Russian
15 Federation to immediately release Trevor Reed and
16 all other prisoners arrvested for political motivations;
17 (5) urges the Government of the Russian Fed-
18 eration to provide unrestricted consular aceess to
19 Trevor Reed while he remains in detention as re-
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I quired under the Vienna Convention on Consular
2 Relations;
3 (6) calls on the Government of the Russian
+ Federation—
3 (A) to provide Trevor Reed any necessary
6 medical  treatment and  personal protective
7 equipment;
8 (B) to notify the United States Embassy
9 in Moscow of any medical problems or com-
10 plaints that arise during his detention; and
11 ((") to provide the United States Embassy
12 in Moscow with full access to all of Trevor
13 Reed’s medieal records;
14 (7) urges the Government of the Russian Fed-
15 eration to respect Trevor Reed's universally recog-
16 nized human rights; and
17 (8) expresses support to the family of Trevor
18 Reed and commitment to bringing Trevor Reed
19 home.
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116TH CONGRESS
L2 |, RES. 768
® [ ]

Calling on African governments to protect and promote human rights through
internet freedom and digital integration for all citizens aeross the con-
tinent of Afriea.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

DeceEMBER 17, 2019
Ms. Bass (for herself and Mr. SMITH of New Jersey) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Calling on African governments to protect and promote
human rights through internet freedom and digital inte-

oration for all citizens across the continent of Africa.

Whereas access to information and freedom of expression are

pillars of an open, free, and democratic society;

Whereas open and secure access to the internet enables the
exercise of human rights and freedom of expression, al-
lowing people to conneet, access information, and partiei-
pate in a global society;

Whereas according to Access Now, there were 21 instances
of partial or total internet shutdowns in Africa in 2018,

compared with only 4 in 2016;

Whereas governments, including those of Chad, Cameroon,

Ethiopia, Uganda, Sudan, and Zimbabwe, have restricted
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aceess to the internet and disrupted networks, online ap-
plications, and services to eensor and interfere with the
flow of information during politically sensitive moments,
including elections, political protests, and mass dem-
onstrations, when unfettered journalism, public oversight,
and political participation are ecrucial to bolster demo-

cratie processes and the rule of law;

Whereas govermments often attempt to justity partial or total
internet shutdowns for purposes of security or to stop the

spread of false information;

Whereas the frequencey of internet shutdowns has increased
across Africa, levyving broad economie costs and directly
violating citizens rights to freedom of expression and ac-

cess to information:

Whereas African whistleblowers, journalists, bloggers, and
other media workers often lack legal protection and suf-
fer harassment and detention at the hands of government
authorities, often facilitated by invasive and unauthorized
surveillance, with the encouragement, technical expertise,
and financial support of foreign entities and govern-

ments;

Whereas some African eovernments have introduced taxes to
discourage citizens from sharing and accessing informa-
tion in the digital space, and have imposed laws and reg-
ulations that often target journalists, bloggers, activists,
and others, banning speech and discouraging expression
in the digital space;

Whereas those operating independent news websites and
blogs are obstrueted through blocking and censorship,

burdensome licensing requirements, and regulatory meas-

*HRES 768 IH
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ures that effectively limit their audience and their liveli-

hoods:

Whereas many African governments lack robust data protec-
tion and privacy laws, and the systems to implement such
laws, leaving the privacy of citizens exposed and suscep-

tible to infringement;

Whereas the Communist government in China, through the
desire to build a “digital Silk Road”, has increased cyber
activity in Africa through telecommunications contracts
and fiber optie networks which can expose individuals to
greater monitoring and surveillance, and has exported
technology and training to authoritarian officials that
have made it easier to restrict internet access in many
African countries:

Whereas Huawei Technologies has reportedly sold produets
and services to African governments that have been used

to support spying on political opponents; and

Whereas Russia has been testing new disinformation teeh-
niques and tacties through a series of online networks
linked to Yevegeny Prigozhin, a Russian oligarch indicted
by the United States for meddling in the United States
Presidential election in 2016, in African countries that
include Sudan, Cameroon, Libya, and Mozambique: Now,

therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) strongly condemns the restriction or disrup-
3 tion of the internet through methods including net-
4 work shutdowns, disruptions, use of “kill switches™,
5 bandwidth throttling, high taxes, and the blocking of
6 applications and services across Africa, and any ef-
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forts by foreign governments to facilitate such activ-

ity;

(2) urges African governments to—

(A) promote inclusive and meaningful par-
ticipation by all stakeholders in the development
of policies on telecommunications, internet gov-
ernance, information and communications tech-
nologies, and infrastructure;

(B) prevent the use of broad and invasive
surveillance  technologies that violate privacy
and discourage the freedom of expression of all
users, particularly jowrnalists, blogeers, and
their sources, and to ensure accountability for
erimes against them;

(') actively pursue laws and policies that
protect and promote human rights online and
offline and review laws that criminalize free
speech that are used to harass and prosecute
those who offer dissenting views and informa-
tion;

(D)) resist new contracts with authoritarian
states, like China, and avoid digital governance
models that enable technoauthoritarianism and

invasive surveillance capabilities that undermine
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5
human rights and restriet tfundamental free-
doms; and

(E) work closely with technology compa-
nies and social media services to prevent or
take down disinformation, including
disinformation disseminated by Russia and
other actors;

(3) urges telecommunications providers and
internet platforms to employ legal, operational, and
technical measures to promote and facilitate the ex-
ercise of human rights online, and disclose requests
from governments or other parties to hand over user
data and to disrupt networks, and their responses
thereto;

(4) urges businesses operating in Africa to fa-
cilitate open and secure access to the internet, and
work with stakeholders to prevent, mitigate, and
remedy harms from internet shutdowns and other
disruptions to the free flow of information online;
and

(5) urges businesses operating in Africa to af-
firm the United Nations Guiding Prineiples on Busi-
ness and Human Rights, and adhere to best prac-
tices, serutinizing government or other third-party

requests to interfere with networks, applications,

HRES 768 IH
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services, and personal data for any potential human

rights impacts.
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 768

OFFERED BY MS. BASS OF CALIFORNIA

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas aceess to information and freedom of expression are
pillars of an open, free, and democratic society;

Whereas open and secure access to the internet enables the
exercise of human rights and freedom of expression, al-
lowing people to connect, aceess information, and partici-

pate in a global society;

Whereas according to Access Now, there were 21 instances
of partial or total internet shutdowns in Africa in 2018,
compared with only 4 in 2016;

Whereas governments, ineluding those of Chad, Cameroon,
Ethiopia, Uganda, Sudan, and Zimbabwe, have restricted
access to the internet and disrupted networks, online ap-
plications, and services to censor and interfere with the
flow of information during politically sensitive moments,
including elections, political protests, and mass dem-
onstrations, when unfettered journalism, public oversight,
and political participation are erucial to bolster demo-

cratic processes and the rule of law;

Whereas governments often attempt to justify partial or total
internet shutdowns for purposes of security or to stop the
spread of false information;

Whereas the frequency of internet shutdowns has inereased
across Afriea, levving broad economie costs and directly

g \WHLC\092520'092520.068.xm| (77843616)
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violating eitizens rights to freedom of expression and ac-
cess to information;

Whereas African whistleblowers, journalists, bloggers, and
other media workers often lack legal protection and suf-
fer harassment and detention at the hands of government
authorities, often facilitated by invasive and unauthorized
surveillance, with the encouragement, technical expertise,
and financial support of foreign entities and govern-

ments;

Whereas some African governments have introduced taxes to
discourage citizens from sharing and accessing informa-
tion in the digital space, and have imposed laws and reg-
ulations that often target jowrnalists, bloggers, activists,
and others, banning speech and discouraging expression

in the digital space;

Whereas those operating independent news websites and
blogs are obstrueted through blocking and censorship,
burdensome licensing requirements, and regulatory meas-
ures that effectively limit their audience and their liveli-

hoods;

Whereas many African governments lack robust data protec-
tion and privacy laws, and the systems to implement such
laws, leaving the privacy of eitizens exposed and suscep-
tible to infringement;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China, through initiatives
associated with their “digital Silk Road”, has facilitated
the building of telecommunications infrastructure and
fiber optic networks that can enhance monitoring and
surveillance of individuals by African governments;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China also facilitated the
export of technology and training to African governments

g\WHLC\092520'092520.068.xm| (77843616)
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that have made it easier for those governments to exer-
cise greater control over internet access in those African
countries;
Whereas Huawei Technologies has reportedly sold products
and services to Afriean governments that have been used

to support spying on political opponents; and

Whereas Russia has been testing new disinformation tech-
niques and tactics throngh a series of online networks
linked to Yevegeny Prigozhin, a Russian oligarch indicted
by the United States for meddling in the United States
Presidential election in 2016, in African countries that
imelude Sudan, Cameroon, Libya, and Mozambique: Now,
therefore, be it

Strike all after the resolved clause and insert the fol-

lowing:

1 That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) strongly condemns the restriction or disrup-
3 tion of the internet through methods including net-
4 work shutdowns, disruptions, use of “kill switches™,
5 bandwidth throttling, high taxes, and the blocking of
6 applications and services across Africa, and any ef-
7 forts by foreign governments to facilitate such activ-
8 ity:

9 (2) urges African governments to—

10 (A) promote inclusive and meaningful par-
11 ticipation by all stakeholders in the development
12 of policies on telecommunications, internet gov-
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I ernance, information and communications tech-
2 nologies, and infrastructure;

3 (B) prevent the use of broad and invasive
4 surveillanee technologies that violate privacy
3 and diseourage the freedom of expression of all
6 users, particularly journalists, bloggers, and
7 their sources, and to ensure accountability for
8 erimes against them;

9 (C') actively pursue laws and policies that
10 protect and promote human rights online and
11 offline and review laws that eriminalize free
12 speech and are used to harass and prosecute
13 those who offer dissenting views and informa-
14 tion: and

15 (D) establish digital governance models
16 that proteet privacy and prevent invasive sur-
17 veillanee that undermines human rights and re-
18 striets fundamental freedoms;

19 (3) urges telecommunications providers and
20 imternet platforms to promote and facilitate the exer-
21 cise of human rights online, including by disclosing
22 requests from governments or other parties to hand
23 over user data and to disrupt networks, and their re-
24 sponses thereto;

g\WHLC\0925201092520.068xm|  (77843616)
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I (4) urges businesses operating in Africa to fa-
2 cilitate open and secure access to the internet, and
3 work with stakeholders to prevent, mitigate, and
4 remedy harms from internet shutdowns and other
5 disruptions to the free flow of information online;
6 and

7 (5) urges businesses operating in Afriea to af-
8 firm the United Nations Guiding Prineiples on Busi-
9 ness and Human Rights, and adhere to best prac-
10 tices, serutinizing government or other third-party
11 requests to interfere with networks, applications,
12 services, and personal data for any potential human
13 rights impacts.
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Urging the Government of Cite d'Ivoire, opposition leaders, and all eitizens
to respect democratic principles, refrain from wviolence, and hold free,
fair, transparent, and peaceful elections in Oetober 2020.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 24, 2020
Mr. PrinLips (for himself, Ms. Bass, and Mr. Yoro) submitted the following
resolution; which was referved to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Urging the Government of Cote d’Ivoire, opposition leaders,
and all eitizens to respect democratic prineciples, refrain
from violence, and hold free, fair, transparent, and peace-
ful elections in October 2020.

Whereas it is in the interest of the United States to maintain
a strong relationship with a democratic, peaceful, stable,
and economically prosperous Cote d’Ivoire whose leaders
prioritize good governance, the rule of law, and respect
for human rights;

Whereas the United States and Cote d'Ivoire have a strong
bilateral relationship with important cooperation on eco-
nomie interests, regional stability, and counterterrorism
priorities, and efforts to advance health and development

objectives;
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Whereas Cote d'Ivoire has a presidential election scheduled
for October 31, 2020;

Whereas previous transitions of power have been marred by
conflict and violence against civilians, including most re-
cently in 2010-2011, when 3,000 civilians were killed

during an election-related dispute;

Whereas the root causes of past political violence—including
religious and ethnoregional tensions, contestation over
land, politicization of the judiciary and concerns over due
proeess, and a lack of professionalism, adequate training,
and civilian control over the security forees—have not

been adequately addressed;

Whereas political leaders have previously manipulated and ex-
ploited religious, ethnie, and regional identities and eco-
nomie grievances to ineite violenee including through inei-
dents of hateful and divisive speech occurring both in

person and online;

Whereas President Ouattara’s decision to stand for a third
term, despite a two-term limit in the constitution, has
heightened tensions, and several citizens have been killed
and dozens more injured or arrested amid protests
against his candidacy;

Whereas political violence in Cfote d’'Ivoire could threaten the
region’s stability and economic development prospects,
and undermine efforts to counter violent extremism and
terrorist activity:

Whereas the Government of Cote d’Ivoire must protect the
health and safety of its citizens and prevent the spread
of COVID-19 while also ensuring eredible elections and

enabling the participation of all voters;

*HRES 1150 IH
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Whereas the Government of the United States is deeply com-

mitted to efforts to prevent conflict and atroeities and ad-
dress the root causes of fragility, as evidenced by the en-
actment of the Global Fragility Act of 2019 and the Elie
Wiesel Genocide and Atroeities Prevention Act of 2018;

and

Whereas the United States Embassy in Cote d'Ivoire issued

a statement on August 25, 2020, “supporting free, trans-
parent, and inclusive elections in Céte d'Ivoire™ and urg-
ing “all parties, groups and individuals to refrain from
violence and hateful/divisive speech and to choose dia-
logue to find peaceful solutions to their disagreements’:

Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) reaffirms that the United States will con-
tinue to stand with the people of Cote d'Ivoire in
support of peace, democracy, religious and ethnic
tolerance, and stability;

(2) calls upon the Government of Cote d’Ivoire
and all political parties to—

(A) proteet all evilians from violence and
support their right to peacefully demonstrate;

(B) condemn all forms of hate speech and
incitement of violence while maintaining eiti-
zens' open aceess to information;

(C') publicly commit to free, fair, peaceful,
and transparent elections and make clear that

all Ivorians, including security forces, govern-

*HRES 1150 IH
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ment officials, political opposition members, and
the media, will be held accountable for inciting
or perpetrating violence;

(D) support an independent investigation
into the killings of civilians during demonstra-
tions;

(E) support efforts to implement public
health protocols to prevent further spread of
COVID-19 and ensure safe participation of all
voters on election day; and

(F) request the electoral observation serv-
ices of the African Union or the Economic
Community of West African States, and grant
full access to election observers;

(3) encourages civil society organizations, local

communities, and religions leaders to—

(A) remain united in calls for peace, non-
violenee, tolerance, and democeracy; and

(B) work to educate voters about the elec-
toral process in order to combat disinformation
and violence; and

(4) ecalls upon the United States Government

and international partners to—

(A) continue to condemn violence against

peaceful demonstrators and hate speech that

HRES 1150 IH
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promotes such actions, including posts on social
media, and urge all political parties to publicly
commit to free, fair, peaceful, and transparent
elections;

(B) eontinue to support election prepara-
tion efforts, including through assistance to the
Independent Electoral Commission (IEC), ca-
pacity building for civil soeiety and local lead-
ers, voter education programs, development of
election day protocols, violence prevention pro-
grams, support for election observation, and
human rights and atrocities prevention moni-
toring; and

(C*) call for and support an independent in-
vestigation into the killings of civilians during
demonstrations,

o
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Condemmning the poisoning of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny and
calling for a robust United States and international response.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 23, 2020

Mr. McGOVERN (for himself, Mr. FirzraTricK, Mr. MALINOWSKI, and Mr.
SMITH of New Jersey) submitted the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Financial Services, Ways and Means, Transportation and In-
frastructure, and Oversight and Reform, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned

RESOLUTION

Condemning the poisoning of Russian opposition leader
Alexei Navalny and calling for a robust United States
and international response.

Whereas Alexei Navalny is a well-known anticorruption activ-
ist and leader of the political opposition in Russia;

Whereas Mr. Navalny garnered 27 percent of the vote in the
2013 Moscow mayoral election:

Whereas since that election, Mr. Navalny and his party have
been repeatedly denied the opportunity to compete in

elections;
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Whereas Mr. Navalny has been imprisoned multiple times for
participating in unsanctioned protests;

Whereas Mr. Navalny was attacked twice with a chemical
substance in 2017 and potentially poisoned in 2019 while

in prison;

Whereas over the years a number of Russian journalists,

human rights activists, politicians, whistleblowers, and
others have been killed or died under mysterious cir-
cumstanees, in Russia and overseas, including—

(1) former Russian spy Alexander Litvinenko (in
London) and investigative journalist Anna Politkovskaya
in 2006;

(2) human rights lawyer Stanislav Markelov, jour-
nalist Anastasia Baburova, and human rights activist
Natalya Estemirova in 2009; and

(3) opposition politician Boris Nemtsov in 2015;

Whereas, on August 20, 2020, Mr. Navalny fell ill while on

a domestic tlight in Russia;

Whereas, on August 22, 2020, Mr. Navalny was evacuated by
airlift from Omsk, Russia, to Berlin, Germany, for his
protection and to ensure he would receive a high stand-
ard of health care to improve his chances of recovery;

Whereas German chemical weapons experts conducted tests
and found “unequivocal”™ evidence that Mr. Navalny had
been poisoned with a Soviet-era Novichok chemical nerve
agent;

Whereas specialized laboratories in France and Sweden con-
firmed that Mr. Navalny was poisoned with a nerve agent
from the Novichok group:

Whereas the Government of the Russian Federation has re-

peatedly denied that Mr. Navalny was poisoned;

+HRES 1145 IH
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Whereas the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany
has called on the Government of the Russian Federation

to open an investigation into Mr. Navalny's case;

Whereas the Russian Ilederation is a state party to the Inter-
national Covenant on Clivil and Political Rights (ICCPR);

Whereas Article 6 of the ICCPR states that “Every human
being has the inherent right to life’” and “No one shall
be arbitrarily deprived of his life”;

Whereas Article 9 of the ICCPR states that “Everyone has

the right to liberty and security of person.”;

Whereas the Russian Federation is a member of the Organi-

zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE);

Whereas respect for human rights is key to the OSCE’s com-
prehensive approach to security and therefore the OSCE
monitors the human rights situation in its 57 partici-

pating states;

Whereas Clongress passed the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law
Accountability Act of 2012 (title IV of Public Law 112—
208) and the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Account-
ability Act (subtitle F of title XII of Public Law 114-
328) in 2016 which provide the United States Govern-
ment with authorities to respond to grave violations of

human rights and corruption in Russia: and

Whereas in response to a previous Novichok attack against
a United Kingdom national and his daughter in 2018,
the United States Government imposed two rounds of
sanctions on Russia pursuant to the Chemical and Bio-
logical Weapons Control and Warfare Elimination Act of
1991 (Public Law 102-182; 22 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.):
Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

+HRES 1145 IH
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(1) eondemns the apparently purposetul poi-
soning  on  August 20, 2020, of Russian
anticorruption activist and opposition leader Alexei
Navalny;

(2) expresses its appreciation for the prompt
and generous efforts of the Cinema for Peace Foun-
dation and the Government of the Federal Republie
of Germany to ensure high-quality health care for
My, Navalny after he was poisoned by facilitating his
transfer by airlift from Russia to Germany;

(3) welcomes reports that Mr. Navalny has
emerged from a medically induced coma and is
gradually recovering from the poisoning:

(4) hopes for Mr. Navalny's tull and complete
recovery so that he may promptly resume his life
and work;

(5) urges multilateral human rights monitoring
bodies to monitor the case of the August 2020 poi-
soning of Alexei Navalny as a probable violation of
his fundamental human rights and to respond ac-
cordingly;

(6) calls on the Government of the Russian
Federation to cooperate with an independent, impar-
tial, and thorough investigation of the reported poi-

soning of Alexei Navalny;

*HRES 1145 IH
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(7) calls on the United States Government to
support international or multilateral efforts to en-
sure an independent, impartial, and thorough inves-
tigation of the reported poisoning of Alexei Navalny;

(8) urges the United States Government, in all
its interactions with the Government of the Russian
Federation, to raise the case of the poisoning of
Alexei Navalny and underscore the necessity of
bringing the organizers and perpetrators to justice;

(9) calls on the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to use their authority under
the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability
Act of 2012 (title IV of Public Law 112-208) and
the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability
Act (subtitle F of title XII of Public Law 114-328)
to designate individuals whom they determine upon
mvestigation to have been involved in the poisoning
of Alexei Navalny as perpetrators, organizers, or
masterminds, on the list of specially designated na-
tionals and blocked persons maintained by the Office
of Foreign Assets Control of the Department of the
Treasury, freezing their assets and making them in-
eligible to receive United States visas; and

(10) supports the 60-day review period trig-

gered by the submission of a letter to the President

*HRES 1145 IH
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by the Chair and Ranking Member of the Foreign
Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives
to investigcate whether the poisoning of Alexei
Navalny constitutes use of a chemical weapon by the
Government of the Russian Federation in contraven-
tion of international law, and if so, to impose sane-
tions pursuant to the Chemical and Biological Weap-
ons Control and Warfare Elimination Act of 1991
(Publie Law 102-182; 22 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.).

O
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H.RES. 1145
OFFERED BY MR. MALINOWSKI OF NEW JERSEY

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas Alexei Navalny is a well-known anticorruption activ-
ist and leader of the political opposition in Russia;
Whereas Mr. Navalny garnered 27 percent of the vote in the

2013 Moseow mayoral election;

Whereas sinee that election, Mr. Navalny and his party have
been repeatedly denied the opportunity to compete in
elections;

Whereas Mr. Navalny has been imprisoned multiple times for
participating in unsanctioned protests;

Whereas Mr. Navalny was attacked twice with a chemical
substance in 2017 and potentially poisoned in 2019 while
in prison;

Whereas over the years a number of Russian jouwrnalists,
human rights aetivists, politicians, whistleblowers, and
others have been killed or died under mysterious ecir-
cumstances, in Russia and overseas, including—

(1) former Russian spy Alexander Litvinenko
(in  London) and investigative journalist Anna
Politkovskaya in 2006;

(2) hwman rights lawyer Stanislav Markelov,
Journalist Anastasia Baburova, whistleblower lawyer
Sergei Magnitsky, and human rights activist Natalyva
Estemirova in 2009; and

g\WHLC\092920'092920.019.xm| (77866812)
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(3) opposition politician  Boris  Nemtsov in
2015;
Whereas, on August 20, 2020, Mr. Navalny fell ill while on

a domestic flight in Russia;

Whereas, on August 22, 2020, Mr. Navalny was evacuated by
airlift from Omsk, Russia, to Berlin, Germany, for his
protection and to ensure he would receive a high stand-
ard of health care to improve his chances of recovery;

Whereas German chemical weapons experts conducted tests
and found “unequivocal” evidenee that Mr. Navalny had
heen poisoned with a Soviet-era military-grade chemical

nerve agent from the Novichok group;

Whereas specialized laboratories in France and Sweden con-
firmed that Mr. Navalny was poisoned with a nerve agent

from the Noviehok group;

Whereas the Government of the Russian Federation has re-

peatedly denied that Mr. Navalny was poisoned;

Whereas the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany
has called on the Government of the Russian Federation

to open an investigation into Mr. Navalny's case;

Whereas the Russian Federation is a party to the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC);

Whereas, in November 2019, after Russian agents used a
Novichok-class nerve agent in an attempted assassination
of former Russian spy Sergei Skripal in the United King-
dom in March 2018, CWC parties agreed to add the
Novichok group of nerve agents to “Schedule 17, a list
of chemicals classified as chemical warfare agents that
are subject to declaration requirements and other restrie-
tions;

g\WHLC\0929201092920.019.xml (77866812)
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Whereas, on September 4, 2020, NATO strongly condemned
the attack on Mr. Navalny and called on the Russian
Federation to cooperate with the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons on an impartial, inter-

national investigation;

Whereas the G7 foreign ministers issued a statement on Sep-
tember 8, 2020, that ealled on the Government of the
Russian  Federation “to urgently and fully establish
transpareney on who is responsible for this abhorrent poi-
soning attack and, bearing in mind Russia’s commit-
ments under the Chemical Weapons Convention, to bring
the perpetrators to justice’;

Whereas the Russian Federation is a state party to the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR);

Whereas Article 6 of the ICCPR states that “Every human
being has the inherent right to life” and “No one shall
be arbitrarily deprived of his life”;

Whereas Article 9 of the ICCPR states that “Evervone has
the right to liberty and security of person.”;

Whereas the Russian Federation is a member of the Oreani-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE);

Whereas respeet for human rights is key to the OSCE’s com-
prehensive approach to security and therefore the OSCE
monitors the human rights situation in its 57 partici-
pating states;

Whereas pressure on Germany to reconsider its support for
the Nord Stream 2 pipeline from the United States and
international  community, ineluding  many  European
Union countries, as well as from leading politicians with-

in Germany, has grown since the attack on Mr. Navalny;

g\WHLC\092920'082920.018.xm| (77866812)
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Whereas Congress passed the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law
Accountability Aet of 2012 (title IV of Public Law 112-
208) and the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Account-
ability Aet (subtitle F' of title XIT of Public Law 114
328) in 2016 to provide the United States Government
with authorities to respond to grave violations of human

rights and corruption in Russia; and

Whereas in response to the Novichok-class nerve agent attack
deseribed in this preamble against United Kingdom na-
tional and former Russian spy Sergei Skripal and his
daughter Yulia in 2018, the United States Government
imposed two rounds of sanctions on Russia pursuant to
the Chemical and Biological Weapons Control and War-
fare Elimination Act of 1991 (Public Law 102-182; 22
U.S.C. 5601 et seq.): Now, therefore, be it

Strike all after the resolved clause and insert the fol-

lowing:

I That the House of Representatives

(1) eondemns the apparently purposeful poi-

(PN oS ]

soning  on  August 20, 2020, of Russian

anticorruption aetivist and opposition leader Alexei

[ S8

Navalny;

(2) expresses its appreciation for the prompt
and generous efforts of the Cinema for Peace Foun-
dation and the Government of the Federal Republie

of Germany to ensure high-quality health care for
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My, Navalny after he was poisoned by facilitating his
11 transfer by airlift from Russia to Germany:
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1 (3) welcomes reports that Mr. Navalny has
2 emerged from a medically induced coma and is
3 gradually recovering from the poisoning;

-+ (4) hopes for Mr. Navalny's full and complete
5 recovery so that he may promptly resume his life
6 and work;

7 (5) urges the Organization for Security and Co-
8 operation in Europe and multilateral human rights
9 monitoring bodies to monitor the case of the August
10 2020 poisoning of Alexei Navaluy as a probable vio-
11 lation of his fundamental human rights and to re-
12 spond accordingly:

13 (6) ealls on the Government of the Russian
14 Federation to cooperate with independent, impartial,
15 and thorough investigations by competent authorities
16 and the Organization for the Prohibition of Chem-
17 ical Weapons of the reported poisoning of Alexei
18 Navalny;

19 (7) calls on the United States Government to
20 support international or multilateral efforts to en-
21 sure an independent, impartial, and thorough inves-
22 tigations by competent authorities and the Organiza-
23 tion for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons of the
24 reported poisoning of Alexei Navalny;
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(8) urges the United States Government, in all
its interactions with the Government of the Russian
Federation, to raise the case of the poisoning of
Alexei Navalny and underscore the necessity of
bringing the organizers and perpetrators to justice;

(9) calls on the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to use their authority under
the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability
Act of 2012 (title IV of Public Law 112-208) and
the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability
Act (subtitle I of title XII of Public Law 114-328)
to designate individuals whom theyv determine upon
investigation to have been involved in the poisoning
of Alexei Navaluy as perpetrators, organizers, or
masterminds, on the list of specially designated na-
tionals and blocked persons maintained by the Office
of Foreign Assets Control of the Department of the
Treasury, freezing their assets and making them in-
eligible to receive United States visas; and

(10) supports the 60-day review period trig-
gered by the submission of a letter to the President
by the Chair and Ranking Member of the Foreign
Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives
to investigate whether the poisoning of  Alexei

Navalny constitutes use of a chemical weapon by the
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1 Government of the Russian Federation in contraven-
2 tion of international law, and it so, to impose sane-
3 tions pursuant to the Chemical and Biological Weap-
4 ons Control and Warfare Elimination Aet of 1991
5 (Publie Law 102-182; 22 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.).
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To amend the Trafficking Vietims Protection Aect of 2000 relating to deter-
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minations with respect to efforts of foreign countries to reduee demand
for commereial sex acts under the minimum standards for the elimination
of trafficking.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 12, 2019
WAGNER (for herself, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, and Mr.
WaLserG) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
nmittee on Foreign Affairs

A BILL

amend the Trafficking Vietims Protection Act of 2000
relating to determinations with respect to efforts of for-
eien countries to reduce demand for commercial sex acts
under the minimum standards for the elimination of
trafficking.

Be il enacted by the Senale and House of Representa-
tives of the Uniled States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Sex Trafficking De-
mand Reduetion Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:
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(1) It has been the longstanding position of the
United States to reduce the demand for sex traf-
ficking victims. There is also a wide international
consensus on the necessity of demand reduction in
order to prevent human trafficking.

(2) The United Nations Protocol to Prevent,
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Espe-
clally  Women and Children, Supplementing the
United Nations Convention Against Transnational
Organized Crime of 2000 (also referred to as the
“Palermo Protocol(s)”) expressly addresses the re-
quirement that nations make serious efforts to re-
duee demand for trafficked persons,

(3) Article 9, addressing prevention of human
trafficking, specifically directs that, “States Parties
shall adopt or strengthen legislative or other meas-
ures, such as educational, social or cultural meas-
ures, including through bilateral and multilateral co-
operation, to discourage the demand that fosters all
forms of exploitation of persons, especially women
and children, that leads to trafficking.”.

(4) The United Nations Protocol, the Europe
Convention on Action against Human Trafficking,
and the 2011 European Union Directive of the Eu-

ropean Parliament and the Council on preventing

+HR 4326 IH
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and combating tratficking in human beings also spe-
cifically address the need to prevent human traf-
ficking by reducing demand for trafficking vietims.

(5) Research has shown that legal prostitution
imereases the demand for prostituted persons and
thus inereases the market for sex. As a result, there
Is a significant inerease in instances of human traf-
ficking.

(6) In 2012, researchers Seo-Young Cho, Axel
Dreher, and Erie Neumayer published their findings
m World Development establishing that, “The scale
effect of legalized prostitution leads to an expansion
of the prostitution market, inereasing human traf-
ficking . . . . On average, countries where prostitu-
tion is legal experience larger reported human traf-
ficking inflows.”.

(7) In 2005, a study focused on 11 European
Union countries requested by the European Par-
liament’s committee on Women’s Rights and Gender
Equality and performed by Transerime found that
stricter prostitution laws are correlated with fewer
human trafficking vietims,

(8) Case studies published by researchers
Niklas Jakobsson and Andreas Kotsadam support

the possibility of a causal link between harsher pros-

+HR 4326 IH
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1 titution laws and reduced human trafficking. Ja-
2 kobsson and Kotsadam found that trafficking of per-
3 sons for commercial sexual exploitation is least prev-
4 alent in countries where prostitution is illegal and
5 most prevalent in countries where prostitution is le-
6 oalized.

7 (9) Further data has demonstrated the correla-
8 tion between the adoption of legislation that crim-
9 inalizes demand and reductions in sex trafficking.

10 SEC. 3. AMENDMENT RELATING TO DETERMINATIONS

11 WITH RESPECT TO EFFORTS OF FOREIGN
12 COUNTRIES TO REDUCE DEMAND FOR COM-
13 MERCIAL SEX ACTS UNDER THE MINIMUM
14 STANDARDS FOR THE ELIMINATION OF TRAF-
15 FICKING.

16 (a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (12) of section 108(b)

17 of the Trafficking Vietims Protection Act of 2000 (22

18 U.S.C. 7106(h)) is amended to read as follows:

19 “(12) Whether the government of the country
20 has made serious and sustained efforts to—

21 “(A) prohibit the purchase of commercial
22 sex acts to the extent such prohibition is within
23 the authority of the central government or im-
24 plement a poliey against the purchase of com-
25 mercial sex acts to the extent that prohibition

«HR 4326 IH
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)
is not within the authority of the central gov-
ernment:

“(B) educate buyers of commercial sex on
how traffickers exploit prostituted persons for
human trafficking; and

() reduce demand for participation in
international sex tourism by nationals of the
country.”,

(b) ErrecTivE DATE.—The amendment made by
subsection (a) takes effeet on the date of the enactment
of this Aet and applies with respeet to determinations
under subsection (a)(4) of section 108 of the Trafficking
Vietims Protection Act of 2000 that are made on or after
such date of enactment.

)
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE

TO H.R. 4326

OFFERED BY MRS. WAGNER OF MISSOURI

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the

following:

| SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

2 This Act may be cited as the “Sex Trafficking De-

3 mand Reduetion Act”,

4 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

5 Congress finds the following:

6 (1) It has been the longstanding position and

7 commitment of the United States to reduce the de-

8 mand for vietims of severe forms of trafficking in

9 persons. There is also a wide international consensus

10 on the necessity of demand reduction in order to

11 prevent human trafficking.

12 (2) The United Nations Protocol to Prevent,

13 Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Espe-

14 cially Women and Children, Supplementing the

15 United Nations Convention Against Transnational

16 Organized Crime of 2000 (also rveferred to as the

17 “Palermo Protocol(s)”) expressly addresses the rve-
gI\HLC\0928201092820.020m  (77857112)
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1 guirement that nations make serious efforts to re-
2 duee demand for trafficked persons.

3 (3) Article 9 of the Palermo Protocols, address-
4 ing prevention of human trafficking, specifically di-
5 rects that, “States Parties shall adopt or strengthen
6 legislative or other measures, such as educational,
7 social or cultural measures, meluding through bilat-
8 eral and multilateral cooperation, to discourage the
9 demand that fosters all forms of exploitation of per-
10 sons, especially women and children, that leads to
11 trafficking.”.

12 (4) The United Nations Protocol, the Europe
13 Convention on Action against Human Trafficking,
14 and the 2011 Buropean Union Directive of the Lu-
15 ropean Parliament and the Council on preventing
16 and combating trafficking in human beings also spe-
17 cifically address the need to prevent human traf-
18 ficking by discouraging or reducing demand that fos-
19 ters all forms of exploitation of persons.

gI\HLC\0928201092820.020m  (77857112)
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I SEC. 3. AMENDMENT RELATING TO DETERMINATIONS
2 WITH RESPECT TO EFFORTS OF FOREIGN
3 COUNTRIES TO ADOPT EDUCATIONAL MEAS-
4 URES TO REDUCE DEMAND FOR TRAF-
5 FICKING VICTIMS UNDER THE MINIMUM
6 STANDARDS FOR THE ELIMINATION OF TRAF-
7 FICKING.

8 (a) IN GENERAL.—DParagraph (12) of section 108(b)
9 of the Trafficking Vietims Protection Act of 2000 (22
10 U.S.C. 7T106(b)) is amended to read as follows:

11 “(12) Whether the government of the country
12 has made serious and sustained efforts to—

13 “(A) reduce the demand for commercial
14 86X acts:

15 “(B) reduce the demand for participation
16 in international sex tourism by nationals of the
17 country; and

18 “(C) adopt educational measures to dis-
19 courage the demand that fosters severe forms of
20 trafficking in persons.”.
21 (b) Errective Date.—The amendment made by

22 subsection (a) takes effeet on the date of the enactment
23 of this Aet and applies with respeet to determinations

24 under subsection (a)(4) of secetion 108 of the Trafficking

gWVHLC\0928201092820.020.xml (77857112)
September 28, 2020 (10:29 am.)
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I Vietims Protection Aet of 2000 that are made on or after
2 such date of enactment.
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To reanthorize the Tropical Forest and Coral Reef Conservation Act of
1998,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Avaust 7, 2020
Mr. CHABOT (for himself and Mr. SHERMAN) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Commitiee on Foreign Affairs

A BILL

To reauthorize the Tropical Forest and Coral Reef

Conservation Act of 1998,

—

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

(5] 2]

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Aet may be cited as the “Tropical Forest and

L T £

Coral Reef Conservation Reauthorization Aet of 20207,
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION.

Section 806(d) of the Tropical Forest and Coral Reef
Conservation Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 2431d(d)) is amend-

ed by adding at the end the following new paragraphs:

(e TR Yo N » <R T =)}

“(9) $20,000,000 for fiscal year 2021.



(PSS ]

'S

*(10) $20,000,000 for fiscal vear -
“(11) $20,000,000 for fiscal year -
H(12) $20,000,000 for fiscal year :
“(13) $20,000,000 for fiscal year &

*HR 7954 IH
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To reauthorize the Belarus Demoeracy Act of 2004,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for himself, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. McCavL, Ms. Kap-
TUR, Mr, KINZINGER, and Mr, KEATING) introduced the following bill;
which was referred 0 the Commitiee o

A BILL

To reauthorize the Belarus Demoeracy Act of 2004,

| Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “Belarus Democracy,
5 Human Rights, and Sovereignty Act of 20207,

6 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

7 Section 2 of the Belarus Demoecracy Act of 2004
8 (Public Law 109-480; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note) is amended
9 to read as follows:

g\WHLC\092820'092820.180.xm| (778166110)
September 28, 2020 (6:18 p.m.)
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“Congress finds the following:

“(1) The Government of Belarns, led by
Alyaksandr Lukashenka, continues to engage in a
pattern of clear and persistent violations of human
rights and fundamental freedoms.

“(2) The Government of Belarus, led by
Alyaksandr Lukashenka, continues to engage in a
pattern of clear and uncorrected violations of basic
principles  of democratic  governance, including
through a series of fundamentally flawed presi-
dential and parliamentary elections undermining the
legitimacy of executive and legislative authority in
that country.

“(3) The Government of Belarus, led by
Alyaksandr Lukashenka, continues to subject thou-
sands of pro-demoecracy political activists and peace-
ful protesters to harassment, beatings, and imprison-
ment, particularly as a result of their attempts to
peacetully exercise their right to freedom of assem-
bly and association.

“(4) The Government of Belarus, led by
Alyaksandr Lukashenka, continues to suppress inde-
pendent media and journalists and to restrict access
to the internet, including social media and other dig-

ital communication platforms, in violation of the

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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right to freedom of speech and expression of those
dissenting from the dictatorship of Alyaksandr
Lukashenka.

“(5) The Government of Belarus, led by
Alyaksandr Lukashenka, continnes a systematic
campaign of harassment, repression, and closure of
nongovernmental  organizations, including  inde-
pendent trade unions and entrepreneurs, creating a
climate of fear that inhibits the development of eivil
society and soeial solidarity.

“(6) The Govermment of Belarus, led by
Alyaksandr Lukashenka, has pursued a policy un-
dermining the country’s sovereignty and independ-
ence by making Belarus' political, economie, cul-
tural, and societal interests subservient to those of
Russia.

“(7) The Government of Belarus, led by
Alyaksandr Lukashenka, continues to reduce the
independence of Belarus through integration into a
so-called ‘Union State’ that is under the control of
Russia.

“(8) On August 9, 2020, the Government of
Belarus conducted a presidential election that was
fraudulent and did not meet international standards.

There were serious irregularities with ballot counting

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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and the reporting of election results, The Govern-
ment of Belarus also put in place restrictive meas-
ures that impeded the work of loeal independent ob-
servers and did not provide sufficient notice to the
OSCE to allow for the OSCE to monitor the elee-
tions, as is customary,

“(9) After the August 9, 2020, presidential
election, the Government of Belarus responded to
the peaceful opposition protests, which are the larg-
est in Belarus’ history, with a violent erackdown, in-
cluding, according to the United Nations Special
Rapporteur, the detention of more than 10,000
peaceful protestors as of September 18, 2020,

“(10) Thousands of employees at Belarusian
state-owned enterprises, who have been seen as
Alyaksandr Lukashenka’s traditional base during his
26-year rule, went on strike across the country to
protest Lukashenka's illegitimate election and the
subsequent  crackdowns, including at  some of
Belarus’s largest factories such as the BelAZ truck
plant, the Minsk Tractor Works, and the Minsk
Automobile Plant.

“(11) Women have served as the leading foree
in demonstrations across the country, protesting the

police brutality and mass detentions by wearing

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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1 white, carrying flowers, forming ‘solidarity chains’,
2 and unmasking undercover police trying to arrest
3 demonstrators,

-+ “(12) After the August 9, 2020, presidential
5 election, the Government of Belarus has sought to
6 stop the work of the Coordination Couneil, which
7 was formed by the leading opposition presidential
8 candidate, Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, to facilitate a
9 peaceful transition of power by subjecting the Coun-
10 cil’'s senior members to violence, detention, and
11 forced exile.

12 “(13) After the August 9, 2020, presidential
13 election, the Government of Belarus restricted the
14 free flow of information to silence the opposition and
15 to conceal the regime’s violent crackdown on peace-
16 ful protestors, including by stripping the accredita-
17 tion of journalists from major foreign news outlets,
18 disrupting internet access, limiting access to social
19 media and other digital communication platforms,
20 and detaining and harassing countless journalists.
21 *(14) Before the European Parliament on Au-
22 gust 25, 2020, Tsikhanouskaya stressed that a
23 ‘peaceful revolution” was underway in Belarus, and
24 that ‘It is neither a pro-Russian nor anti-Russian
25 revolution. It is neither an anti-European Union nor

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180 x| (778166110)
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I a pro-European Union revolution. It is a demoeratic
2 revolution.’,
3 “(15) Against the will of the majority of the
4 Belarusian people, Russian President Vladimir Putin
3 has propped up the Alyaksandr Lukashenka regime,
6 including by offering security assistance, providing
7 significant financial support, and sending Russian
8 propagandists to help disseminate pro-regime propa-
9 ganda on Belarus’ state television.
10 “(16) After the August 9, 2020, presidential
11 election, the United States, the Buropean Union, the
12 United Kingdom, and Canada condemned the violent
13 crackdown on peaceful protestors, refused to acecept
14 the results of the fraudulent election and called for
15 new free and fair elections under independent obser-
16 vation.
17 “(17) On September 8, 2020, Secretary of
18 State Michael R. Pompeo said, ‘The United States,
19 in coordination with our partners and Allies, is con-
20 sidering additional targeted sanetions to promote ae-
21 countability for those involved in human rights
22 abuses and repression in Belarus.’.
23 “(18) Following Alyaksandr Lukashenka's Sep-
24 tember 23, 2020, seeret inauguration, the United
25 States, the Euwropean Union, numerous European
g\VHLC\0928201092620.180.xm|  (778166110)
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Union member states, the United Kingdom, and

Canada announced they did not recognize him as the

legitimately elected leader of Belarus.”.
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

Section 3 of the Belarus Democracy Aet of 2004
(Public Law 109-480; 22 U.8.CC, 5811 note) is amended
to read as follows:

“SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

“It is the policy of the United States to—

10 *(1) eondemn the conduct of the Aungust 9,
11 2020, presidential election and erackdown on opposi-
12 tion candidates, senior members of the Coordination
13 Couneil, peaceful protestors, employees from state-
14 owned enterprises participating in strikes, inde-
15 pendent election observers, and independent journal-
16 ists and bloggers:

17 “(2) eontinue to call for the immediate release
18 without preconditions of all political prisoners in
19 Belarus, including all those individuals detained in
20 connection with the August 9, 2020, presidential
21 election, a leading opposition figure  Maryia
22 Kalesnikava, and United States citizen Vitali
23 Shkliarov;

g/WHLC'0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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“(3) continue to support the aspirations of the
people of Belarus for democracy, human rights, and
the rule of law;

“(4) eontinue to support the aspirations of the
people of Belarus to exercise their religion freely, in-
cluding the head of the Catholic Church in Belarus
Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusiewiez who was barred
from  entering the country after eriticizing
Belarusian authorities;

“(5) eontinue to support actively the aspirations
of the people of the Republic of Belarus to preserve
the independence and sovereignty of their country;

“(6) not to recognize any incorporation of
Belarus into a ‘Union State’ with Russia, as this so-
called ‘Union State” would be both an attempt to ab-
sorb Belarus and a step to reconstituting the totali-
tarian Soviet Union;

(7)) eontinue to reject the results of the fraud-
ulent August 9, 2020, presidential election in
Belarus, and to support calls for new presidential
and parliamentary elections, conducted in a manner
that is free and fair according to OSCE standards
and under the supervision of OSCE observers and

independent domestie observers;

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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“(8)  refuse  to  recognize  Alyaksandr
Lukashenka as the legitimately elected leader of
Belarus;

“(9) econtinue to eall for the fulfillment by the
Government of Belarus of Belarus’s freely under-
taken obligations as an OSCE participating state
and as a signatory of the Charter of the United Na-
tions:

“(10) support an OSCE role in mediating a
dialogue within Belarus between the government and
genuine representatives of Belarusian society;

“(11) recognize the Coordination Couneil as a
legitimate institution to participate in a dialogue on
a peaceful transition of power;

“(12) urge an expanded United States diplo-
matic presence in Belarus to advocate for the aspira-
tions of the people of Belarus for democracy, human
rights, and the rule of law;

“(13) continue to work closely with the Euro-
pean Union, the United Kingdom, Canada, and
other countries and international organizations, to
promote the prineiples of democracy, the rule of law
and human rights in Belarus; and

“(14) remain open to reevaluating United

States poliey toward Belarus as warranted by de-

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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I monstrable progress made by the Government of
2 Belarus consistent with the aims of this Act as stat-
3 ed in this section.”.

4 SEC. 4. ASSISTANCE TO PROMOTE DEMOCRACY, CIVIL SO-
¥ CIETY, AND SOVEREIGNTY IN BELARUS.

6 Section 4 of the Belarus Democeracy Act of 2004
7 (Publie Law 109-480; 22 U.S.(C, 5311 note) 1s amended

8 (1) in the seetion heading to read as follows:
9 “ASSISTANCE TO PROMOTE DEMOCRACY, CIVIL
10 SOCIETY, AND SOVEREIGNTY IN BELARUS.";

11 (2) in subsection (a)—

12 (A) in paragraph (1), by striking “Euro-
13 pean’ and inserting “Trans-Atlantic™; and

14 (B) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and
15 (3) as paragraphs (3) and 4, respeetively; and
16 (') by inserting after paragraph (1) the
17 following:

18 “(2) To assist the people of Belarus in building
19 the sovereignty and independence of their country.™;
20 (3) in subsection (h)—
21 (A) by inserting “and Belarusian groups
22 outside  of  Belarus”  after  “indigenous
23 Belarusian groups™; and
24 (B) by inserting “and Belarusian sov-
25 ereignty’’ before the period at the end;

gWVHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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321

GACMTEWFAVIGBELARUS XML

LS o8]

o o e~ v Lh

11

(4) in subsection (¢)—

(A) by striking paragraph (8);

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (3)
through (7) as paragraphs (4) through (8), re-
spectively;

(C') by inserting after paragraph (2) the
following:

“(3) countering internet censorship and repres-
sive surveillance technology that seek to limit free
association, control access to information, and pre-
vent eitizens from exercising their rights to free
speech;™;

(D) in paragraph (8) (as redesignated), by
striking “and’ at the end: and

(E) by adding at the end the following:
“(9) supporting the work of women advoeating

freedom, human rights, and human progress;

“(10) supporting the development of Belarusian
language education;

“(11) enhaneing the development of the private
sector, particularly the information technology see-
tor, and its role in the economy of Belarus, including
by increasing the capacity of private sector actors,

developing business support organizations, offering

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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entreprenenrship training, and expanding aceess to
tinance for small and medinm enterprises;

“(12) supporting political refugees in neigh-
boring Buropean countries fleeing the erackdown in
Belarus;

“(13) supporting the gathering of evidence on
and investigating of the human rights abuses in
Belarus;

“(14) supporting the public health response, in-
cluding filling the information void, in Belarns dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemie; and

“(15) other activities consistent with the pur-
poses of this Aet.”;

(5) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (g);

(6) by inserting after subsection (¢) the fol-
lowing:

“(d) SENSE 0F CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Con-

19 gress that, in light of the political erisis in Belarus and

20 the unprecedented mobilization of the Belarusian people,

21 United States foreign assistance to Belarusian eivil society

22 should be reevaluated and inereased to carry out the pur-

23 poses deseribed in subsection (a) and to include the activi-

24 ties deseribed in subsection (¢).

g \WHLC\092820'092820.180.xm| (778166110)
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“(e) COORDINATION WITH EUROPEAN PARTNERS.—
In order to maximize impaet, eliminate duplication, and
further the achievement of the purposes deseribed in sub-
section (a), the Secretary of State shall ensure coordina-
tion with the European Union and its institutions, the gov-
ernments of countries that are members of the European
Union, the United Kingdom, and Canada.

“(f) REPORT ON ASSISTANCE.—Not later than one
vear after the date of the enactment of the Belarus De-
moeracy, Human Rights, and Sovereignty Aet of 2020, the
Secretary of State, acting through the Office of the Coor-
dinator of U.S. Assistance to Europe and Eurasia, and
in coordination with the Administrator of the United
States Ageney for International Development, shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees a report on
the programs and activities carried out to achieve the pur-
poses described in subsection (a). ineluding an assessment
of whether or not progress was made in achieving those
purposes.’’: and

(7) in subsection (g) (as redesignated)—

(A) by striking “AUTHORIZATION OF Ap-
PROPRIATIONS” and all that follows through
“There are” and inserting “AUTHORIZATION OF

APPROPRIATIONS.—There are™:

g\WHLC\092820'092820.180.xm| (778166110)
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(B) by striking “fiscal years 2007 and
2008”7 and inserting “fiscal years 2021 and
20227; and
(') by striking paragraph (2).
SEC. 5. INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING, INTERNET FREE-
DOM AND ACCESS TO INFORMATION IN
BELARUS.

Section 5 of the Belarus Demoeracy Aect of 2004
(Public Law 109-430; 22 U.S.(", 5811 note) is amended
to read as follows:

“SEC. 5. INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING, INTERNET FREE-
DOM, AND ACCESS TO INFORMATION IN
BELARUS.

“(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Con-
gress that—

“(1) the President should support and reallo-
cate resources to radio, television, and internet
broadeasting in languages spoken in Belarus by
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty to the people of
Belarus;

“(2) the United States should also support
other independent media providing objective infor-
mation to the Belarusian people, particularly in the

Belarusian language;

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (T78168110)
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“(3) the President should provide the United
States Agencey for Global Media with a surge capac-
ity (as such term is defined in section 316 of the
United States International Broadeasting Aet (22
U.S.C. 6216)) for programs and activities in
Selarus;

“(4) the Chief Executive Officer of the United
States Agency for Global Media, working through
the Open Technology Fund and in coordination with
the Secretary of State, should expand and prioritize
efforts to provide anti-censorship technology and
services to jowrnalists and civil society in Belarus in
order to enhance their ability to safely access or
share digital news and information without fear of
repercussions or surveillance; and

“(5) the United State should continue to eon-
demn the Belarusian authorities’ erackdown on inde-
pendent media, including the harassment and mass
detentions of independent and foreign journalists
and the denial of acereditation.

“(b) STRATEGY TO PROMOTE EXPANDED BROAD-

CASTING, INTERNET FREEDOM, AND ACCESS TO INFOR-

MATION IN BELARUS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days

after the date of the enactment of the Belarus De-

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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I moeracy, Human Rights, and Sovereignty Act of
2 2020, the Chief Executive Officer of the United
3 States Ageney for Global Media and the Secretary of
4 State shall jointly submit to the appropriate congres-
3 sional committees a comprehensive strategy, inelud-
6 ing a cost estimate, to carry out the following:

7 “(A) Expand independent radio, television,
8 live stream, and social network broadeasting
9 and eommunications in Belarus to provide news
10 and information, particularly in the Belarusian
11 language, that is eredible, comprehensive, and
12 accurate,

13 “(B) Support the development and use of
14 anti-censorship and ecircumvention technologies
15 by the Open Technology Fund and the Burean
16 of Democeracy Human Rights and Labor that
17 enable the eitizens of Belarus to communicate
18 securely and undertake internet activities with-
19 out interference from the Government of
20 Belarus.
21 *(C) Assist efforts to overcome attempts
22 by the Government of Belarus to disrupt inter-
23 net access and block eontent online.
24 (D) Monitor the cooperation of the Gov-
25 ernment of Belarus with any foreien govern-

gWVHLC\0928201092820.180.xml
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17
ment or organization for purposes related to the
censorship or surveillance of the internet, in-
cluding an assessment of any such cooperation
in the preceding ten years.

“(E) Monitor the purchase or receipt by
the Government of Belarus of any technology or
traiming from any foreign government or orga-
nization for purposes related to the censorship
or surveillance of the internet, including an as-
sessment of any such purchase or receipt in the
preceding ten vears.

“(IF) Assist with the protection of journal-
ists who have been targeted for free speech ae-
tivities, including through the denial of aceredi-
tation,

() Provide evber-attack mitigation serv-
ices to eivil society organizations in Belarus.

(1) Provide resources for educational ma-
terials and training on digital literacy, bypass-
ing internet censorship, digital safety, and in-
vestigative and analytical journalism for inde-
pendent journalists working in Belarus.

(1) Build the ecapacity of eivil society,
media, and other nongovernmental and organi-

zations  to identify, track, and counter

(778166110)



GACMTEWFAMABELARUS XML

1

2

3

4

5

6 may
7 SEC. 6.
8

9

10 (Public L

13

15
16
17
18

20
21
22
23
24

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180.xm|
September 28, 2020 (6:18 p.m.)

328

18
disinformation, including from proxies of the
Government of Russia working at Belarusian
state television.

“(2) ForM.—The report required by paragraph

(1) shall be transmitted in unelassified form but

contain a classified annex.”.
SANCTIONS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT OF

BELARUS.

Section 6 of the Belarus Democracy Aet of 2004

aw 109-430; 22 U.S.C, 5311 note) is amended—

(1) i subsection (h)—

(A) by striking “*December 19, 2010" each
place it appears and inserting “August 9,
2020,

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting
peaceful protesters,” after “all opposition activ-
ists’”"; and

(C) by striking paragraphs (3) and (6) and
redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), and (7) as
paragraphs (3), (4), and (5), respectively;

(2) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting

“AND RussianN  INDIVIDUALS  COMPLICIT IN

THE CRACKDOWN THAT OCCURRED AFTER

(778166110)
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1 THE AvcusT 9, 2020, ELECTION” after
2 “BELARUS";

3 (B) by redesignating paragraphs (4) and
4 (5) as paragraphs (5) and (6), respectively;

5 (C) by inserting after paragraph (3) the
6 following:

7 “(4) is a member of the Central Election Com-
8 mission of Belarus or assisted the Commission in
9 manipulating the presidential election of August 9,
10 2020;™;

11 (D) in parvagraph (5) (as redesignated) to
12 read as follows:

13 “(H) 18 a member of any branch of the security
14 or law enforcement services of Belarus, including the
15 KGB, Interior Ministry and OMON special police
16 unit, and is responsible for, or complicit in, ordering,
17 controlling, materially assisting, sponsoring, or pro-
18 viding financial, material, or technological support
19 for, or otherwise directing, the erackdown on opposi-
20 tion leaders, journalists, and peaceful protestors that
21 oceurred in connection with the presidential election
22 of August 9, 2020; or”'; and
23 (E) by adding at the end the following:
24 *(7) is a government official, including at the
25 Information Ministry, responsible for the crackdown

gIWHLC\0928201092820.180.xm|  (778166110)
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on independent media, including revoking the ae-
creditation of journalists, disrupting internet access,
and restricting online content:

“(8) is an official in the so-called ‘Union State’
between Russia and Belarus (regardless of nation-
ality of the individual); or

“(9) is a Russian individual that has signifi-
cantly participated in the erackdown on independent
press or human rights abuses related to political re-
pression  in Belarus, ineluding the Russian
propogandists sent to replace local emplovees at
Belarusian state media outlets,”;

(3) in subsection (d)(1), by striking “the Over-
seas Private Investment Corporation™ and inserting
“the United States International Development Fi-
nanee Corporation’;

(4) in subsection (e), by striking “(ineluding
any technical assistance or grant) of any kind"'; and

(5) in subseetion (f)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking “or
by any member or family member closely linked
to any member of the senior leadership of the

|.

Government of Belarus™ and inserting “or by
the senior leadership of the Government of

Belarus or by any member or family member

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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1 closely linked to the senior leadership of the
2 Government of Belarus, or an official of the so-
3 called ‘Union State” with Russia’; and

-+ (B) in paragraph (2)—

5 (1) in subparagraph (A), by adding at
6 the end before the semicolon the following:
7 *, or an official of the so-called ‘Union
8 State” with Russia™; and

9 (i1) in subparagraph (B), by inserting
10 *or the so-called ‘Union State” with Rus-
11 sia,” after “the Government of Belarus”.
12 SEC.7. MULTILATERAL COOPERATION.

13 Section 7 of the Belarus Democracy Act of 2004
14 (Public Law 109-480; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note) is amended
15 to read as follows:

16 “SEC.7. MULTILATERAL COOPERATION.

17 “It is the sense of Congress that the President should
18 continue to coordinate with the European Union and its
19 institutions, European Union member states, the United
20 Kingdom, and Canada to develop a comprehensive, multi-
21 lateral strategy to—
22 “(1) further the purposes of this Aet, ineluding,
23 as appropriate, encouraging other countries to take
24 measures with respect to the Republic of Belarus

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180 x| (778166110)

September 28, 2020 (6:18 p.m.)
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I that are similar to measures deseribed in this Aet;
2 and
3 “(2) deter the Government of Russia from un-
+ dermining demoeratic processes and institutions in
3 Belarus  or threatening the independence, sov-
6 ereignty, and territorial integrity of Belarus.”.
T SEC. 8. REPORTS.
8 Section 8 of the Belarus Demoeracy Act of 2004
9 (Public Law 109-480: 22 U.S.C, 5811 note) is amended
10 to read as follows:

11 “SEC. 8. REPORTS.
12 “(a) REPORT ON THREAT TO SOVEREIGNTY AND

13 INDEPENDENCE OF BELARUS,—

14 “(1) In GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
15 after the date of the enactment of the Belarus De-
16 moeracy, Human Rights, and Sovereignty Aet of
17 2020, the Seecretary of State, in coordination with
18 the Director of National Intelligence, shall transmit
19 to the appropriate congressional committees a report
20 on the threat the Government of Russia poses to the
21 sovereignty and independence of Belarus.

22 “(2) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report
23 required by paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
24 lowing:

gWVHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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“(A) An assessment of how the Govern-
ment of Russia is exploiting the eurrent polit-
ical erisis in Belarus to push for deeper political
and economie control of or integration with
Belarus,

“(B) A deseription of the economie and en-
ergy assets in Belarus that the Government of
Russia, including Russian state-owned or state-
controlled companies, controls,

H(C) A deseription of Belarus™ major en-
terprises that are vulnerable of being taken over
by Russian entities amid the country’s wors-
ening financial erisis.

“(D) A deseription of how and to what

ends the Government of Russia seeks to aug-
ment its military presence in Belarus.

“(E) A deseription of Russian influence
over the media and information space in
Belarus and how the Government of Russia
uses disinformation and other malign tech-
nigques to undermine Belarusian history, cul-
ture, and langnage.

() A deseription of other actors in

Belarus that the Government of Russia uses to

(778166110)
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24
advanee its malign influence, ineluding  vet-
erans’ organizations and extrajudicial networks.

“(G) A deseription of efforts to undermine
Belarusian language, cultural, and national
symbols, ineluding the traditional red and white
flag and the ‘Pahonia” mounted knight.

“(H) An identification of Russian individ-
uals and government agencies that are signifi-
cantly supporting or involved in the crackdown
on peaceful protestors and the opposition or the
repression of independent media following the
August 9, 2020, presidential election.

“(3) Form.—The report required by this sub-
section shall be transmitted in unclassified form but
may contain a classified annex,

“(b)  REPORT ON  PERSONAL  ASSETS  OF

17 ALYAKSANDR LUKASHENEKA,—

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of the Belarus De-
mocracy, Human Rights, and Sovereignty Act of
2020, the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation
with the Secretary of State and the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, shall submit to the appropriate

congressional committees a report on—

g\WHLC\0928201092820.180.xml (778166110)
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I “(A) the total assets under the dirveet or
2 indirect control of Alyaksandr Lukashenka, in-
3 cluding estimated assets and known sources of
4 income of Alyaksandr Lukashenka and his im-
3 mediate family members, including assets, in-
6 vestments, bank accounts, and other business
7 interests; and

8 “(B) an identification of the most signifi-
9 cant senior foreign political figures in Belarus,
10 as determined by their closeness to Alvaksandr
11 Liukashenlka.

12 *“(2) FOrRM.—The report required by this sub-
13 section shall be transmitted in unelassified form but
14 may contain a classified annex.”.

15 SEC. 9. DEFINITIONS.

16 Section 9 of the Belarus Democracy Aet of 2004

17 (Public Law 109-480; 22 U7.8.C". 5811 note) is amended—

18 (1) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the
19 following:

20 “(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
21 TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional com-
22 mittees’” means—

23 “(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
24 the Committee on Financial Services, and the

gWVHLC\0928201092820.180.xml
September 28, 2020 (6:18 p.m.)

(778166110)



GACMTEWFAVIGBELARUS XML

LS o8]

o o e~ v Lh

gWVHLC\0928201092820.180.xml
September 28, 2020 (6:18 p.m.)

336

26
Committee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives; and

“(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate.”; and
(2) in paragraph (3)(B)—

(A) in elause (1), by inserting “members of
the security and intelligence services,” after
“prosecutors,”; and

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting “, electoral
fraud, online censorship, or restrictions on inde-
pendent media and journalists™ after “public

corruption”,

(778166110)
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116TH CONGRESS
LU HLR. 4507

To protect Saudi dissidents in the United States, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 26, 2019
Mr. ConNOLLY introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, for a period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the eommittee concerned

A BILL

To protect Saudi dissidents in the United States, and for

other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “Protection of Saudi
5 Dissidents Act of 20197,

6 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

7 Congress finds the following:

8 (1) Jamal Khashogei, a Saudi journalist and
9 Washington Post columnist, was kiled and dis-
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2
membered in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, Tur-
key on October 2, 2018, by agents with close ties to
the Government of Saudi Arabia.

(2) Khashoggi was a longtime resident of the
United States, living in Virginia under an “0” visa
and was in the process of applying for a permanent
residency. Two of his four children are United
States citizens.

(3) For many years, Khashoggi wrote on Saudi
political and cultural issues and after criticisms of
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman, Khashoggi
chose to reside in the United States due to his grow-
ing fear of arrest in Saudi Arabia. From a self-im-
posed exile, he wrote monthly columns in the Wash-
ington Post, including columns that eriticized var-
ious Saudi policies.

(4) On October 2, 2018, Khashoggi visited the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul with his fiancée to con-
duct routine consular matters. She waited for him
for over ten hours outside the consulate, but he
never re-emerged. The Turkish authorities subse-
quently reported that Khashogei was murdered in-
side the Saudi consulate.

(5) For over two weeks following the murder,

Saudi Arabia denied any knowledge of Khashogei’s

*HR 4507 TH
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3

whereabouts and claimed the allegations were

“false” and ‘baseless”. However, on October 20,

2018, state television in Saudi Arabia reported that

the journalist was murdered in a “rogue operation”

under the orders of intelligence officers.

(6) Though Saudi Arabia has detained 21 peo-
ple, dismissed two senior officials, and charged elev-
en people for Khashoggl’s murder, the Government
of Saudi Arabia has denied that Saudi leadership or-
dered the killing and has refused to extradite any
suspects to Turkey.

(7) To date the United States Government has
taken no actions to force an independent, inter-
national investigation of the killing of Jamal
Khashogei nor shown any willingness to hold ac-
countable the highest levels of Saudi leadership.

SEC. 3. RESTRICTIONS ON TRANSFERS OF DEFENSE ARTI-
CLES AND SERVICES, ANY DESIGN AND CON-
STRUCTION SERVICES, AND ANY MA.JOR DE-
FENSE EQUIPMENT TO SAUDI ARABIA.

(a) INrT1AL PERIOD.—During the 120-day period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this Act, the
President may not transfer, sell, or authorize a license for
export of any defense articles or services, any design and

construction services, or any major defense equipment

HR 4507 TH
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4
under the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et
seq.), regardless of the amount of such articles, services,
or equipment, to an intelligence, internal security, or law
enforcement agency or instrumentality of the Government
of Saudi Arabia, or to any person acting as an agent of

or on behalf of such agency or instrumentality.

(b} SUBSEQUENT PERIODS.

(1) IN GENERAL.—During the 120-day period
beginning on the day after the end of the 120-day
period desecribed in subsection (a), and every 120
days thereafter, the President may not transfer, sell,
or authorize a license for export of any defense arti-
cles or services, any design and construction serv-
ices, or any major defense equipment under the
Arms Export Control Aet (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.),
regardless of the amount of such articles, services,
or equipment, to an intelligenee, internal security, or
law enforcement agency or instrumentality of the
Government of Saudi Arabia, or to any person act-
ing as an agent of or on behalf of such agency or
mstrumentality, unless the President submits to the
chairman and ranking member of the appropriate
congressional committees a certification described in

paragraph (2) with respect to such 120-day period.

*HR 4507 TH
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5

(2) CERTIFICATION.—A certification described

in this paragraph is a certification that contains a

determination of the President that—

(A) the Government of Saudi Arabia is co-
operating with an independent, international in-
vestigation into the murder of Jamal
Khashoggi;

(B) the Government of Saudi Arabia has
released any individual who is a journalist,
blogger, human rights defender, advocate for
religious freedom, or civil society activist de-
tained by the Government of Saudi Arabia for
such individual’s work;

() the Government of Saudi Arabia is re-
fraining from  arresting, detaining, and
harassing individuals for blasphemy and apos-
tasy, and is protecting the equal rights of all
citizens to freedom of religion or belief;

(D) the Government of Saudi Arabia has
taken verifiable steps to end the torture of de-
tainees; and

(E) the Government of Saudi Arabia has
disbanded any units of its intelligence or secu-

ity apparatus dedicated to the foreced repatri-

*HR 4507 IH



4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
2
23
24
25

342

6
ation, silencing, or killing of dissidents in other
countries.

(¢) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES D=E-

FINED.—In this section, the term “appropriate congres-

sional committees” means—

SEC.

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
Committee on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate.

4. REPORT ON CONSISTENT PATTERN OF ACTS OF IN-
TIMIDATION OR HARASSMENT DIRECTED
AGAINST INDIVIDUALS IN THE UNITED
STATES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(1) Section 6 of the Arms Export Control Act
(22 U.B.C. 2756) states that no export licenses may
be issued to any country determined by the Presi-
dent to be engaged in a consistent pattern of acts
of intimidation or harassment directed against indi-
viduals in the United States.

(2) Section 6 of the Arms Export Control Aect
further requires the President to report any such de-
termination promptly to the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, the Committee on Foreign Affairs

*HR 4507 TH
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of the House of Representatives, and to the chair-

man of the Committee on Foreien Relations of the

Senate.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the President shall submit
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate a report on whether any official of the Govern-
ment of Saudi Arabia engaged in a consistent pattern of
acts of intimidation or harassment directed against Jamal
Khashogei or any individual in the United States.

{¢) FOrRM.—The report required by subsection (b)
shall be submitted in unclassified form but may contain
a clagsified annex.

SEC. 5. REPORT AND CERTIFICATION WITH RESPECT TO
SAUDI DIPLOMATS AND DIPLOMATIC FACILI-
TIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Seecretary of State and
the Director of National Intelligence shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a report covering
the three year period before such date regarding whether
and to what extent covered persons used diplomatic cre-

dentials or covered facilities to monitor, track, surveil, har-

+HR 4507 IH
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1 ass, or harm other Saudi nationals living in the United
2 States.
3

(b) CERTIFICATION,

4 (1) IN GENERAL.~—Not later than 120 days
5 after the date of the enactment of this Act and an-
6 nually thereafter for five years, the Secretary of
7 State shall, if the Secretary determines that such is
8 the case, submit to the appropriate congressional
9 committees a certification that covered persons are
10 not using diplomatic credentials or covered facilities
11 to monitor, track, surveil, harass, or harm Saudi na-
12 tionals living in the United States during the time
13 period covered by each such certification.
14 (2) FAILURE TO SUBMIT CERTIFICATION.—If
15 the Secretary of State does not submit a certifi-
16 cation under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—
17 (A) close one or more covered facilities for
18 such period of time until the Secretary does
19 submit such a certification; and
20 (B) submit to the appropriate congres-
21 sional committee a report that containg—
22 (1) a detailed explanation of why the
23 Secretary is unable to make such a certifi-
24 cation; and

HR 4507 TH
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i (1) an identification of the locations

2 of the covered facilities referred to in sub-

3 paragraph (A).

4 (¢) ForMm.—Each report required by subsection (a)

5 and the certification and report required by subsection (b)

6 shall be submitted in unclassified form but may contain

7 a classified annex.

8 (d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

9 (1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
10 TEES.—The term “appropriate congressional com-
11 mittees” means—

12 (A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
13 the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
14 of the House of Representatives; and

15 (B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
16 and the Select Committee on Intelligence of the
17 Senate.

18 (2) COVERED FACILITY.—The term ‘“‘covered
19 facility” means a diplomatic or consular facility of
20 Saudi Arabia in the United States.

21 (3) COVERED PERSON.—The term ‘“‘covered
22 person” means a Saudi national credentialed to a
23 covered facility.

«HR 4507 IH
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1 SEC. 6. REPORT ON THE DUTY TO WARN OBLIGATION OF
2 THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

3 (a) Fmnpinegs.—Congress finds that Intelligence
4 Community Directive 191 provides that—

5 (1) when an element of the intelligence commu-
6 nity of the United States collects or acquires credible
7 and specific information indicating an impending
8 threat of intentional killing, serious bodily injury, or
9 kidnapping directed at a person, the agency must
10 “warn the intended vietim or those responsible for
11 protecting the intended vietim, as appropriate”; and
12 (2) when issues arise with respect to whether
13 the threat information rises to the threshold of
14 “duty to warn”, the directive calls for resolution in
15 favor of warning the intended vietim.
16 (b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the date

17 of the enactment of this Act, the Director of National In-
18 telligence shall submit to the appropriate congressional

19 committees a report with respect to—

20 (1) whether and how the intelligence community
21 fulfilled its duty to warn Jamal Khashoggi of threats
22 to his life and liberty pursuant to Intelligence Com-
23 munity Directive 191; and

24 (2) in the case of the intelligence community
25 not fulfilling its duty to warn as described in para-

«HR 4507 IH
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graph (1), why the intelligence community did not
fulfill this duty.
(¢) ForM.—The report required by subsection (b)
shall be submitted in unclassified form but may contain
a classified annex.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term “appropriate congressional com-

mittees” means
(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
of the House of Representatives; and
(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Select Committee on Intelligence of the

Senate.

(2) DuTYy TO WARN.—The term “duty to warn”
has the meaning given that term in Intellicence
Community Divective 191, as in effect on July 21,
2015.

(3) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term
“intelligence community” has the meaning given
such term in section 3(4) of the National Security
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4)).

O
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NDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
T0 H.R. 4507

OFFERED BY MR. CONNOLLY OF VIRGINIA

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the

following:

1 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

2 This Act may be ecited as the “Protection of Saudi
3 Dissidents Act of 20207,
4 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
5 Congress finds the following:
6 (1) Jamal Khashoggi, a United States resident,
7 Saudi journalist, and Washington Post columnist,
8 was killed and dismembered in the Saudi consulate
9 in Istanbul, Turkey on October 2, 2018, by at least
10 14 intelligence officers of the Government of Saudi
11 Arabia. Khashogel was lured to the eonsulate under
12 the false cover of needing to address a consular mat-
13 ter. Following the killing, 17 officers from the Saudi
14 intelligence service, or Mabahith, reportedly visited
15 Istanbul and cleansed the erime scene.
16 (2) At the time of his murder, Khashoggi was
17 living in Virginia under an “O7 visa and was in the
18 process of applying for a permanent residency.
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(3) A subsequent, highly-credible investigation
by the United Nations concluded that Khashogei’s
killing was premeditated and that the mission was
endorsed, planned, and overseen by senior Saudi of-
ficials.

SEC. 3. RESTRICTIONS ON TRANSFERS OF DEFENSE ARTI-
CLES AND SERVICES, DESIGN AND CON-
STRUCTION SERVICES, AND MAJOR DEFENSE
EQUIPMENT TO SAUDI ARABIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date that is 120
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Presi-
dent may not sell, authorize a license for the export of,
or otherwise transfer any defense articles or services, de-
sign and construction services, or major defense equip-
ment under the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751
et seq.), regardless of the amount of such articles, services,
or equipment, to an intelligence, internal security, or law
enforcement agency or instrumentality of the Government
of Saudi Arabia, or to any person acting as an agent of
or on behalf of such agency or instrumentality, unless the
President has submitted to the chairman and ranking
member of the appropriate congressional committees a
certification described in subsection (b).

(b) CERTIFICATION —A certification described in this

subsection 18 a certification that contains a determination

g\VHLC\0929201092920.001.xmi (77853313}
September 29, 2020 (8:09 a.m.)
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of the President that, during the 120-day period preceding
the date of submission of the certification, the Government
of Saudi Arabia has not conducted any activities through
its intelligence, internal security, or law enforcement agen-
cies or instrumentalities that constitute forced repatri-
ation, silencing, or killing of dissidents in other countries.

(c¢) WAIVER.—The President may waive the restric-
tions i this section if the President determines and sub-
mits to the appropriate congressional committees written
notice and justification not later than 15 days before the
granting of such waiver, that such a waiver is in the na-
tional security interests of the United States.

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term “‘appropriate con-
gressional committees” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence, and the
Comnittee on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations, the
Select Committee on Intelligence, and the Com-

mittee on Armed Services of the Senate.
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TIMIDATION OR HARASSMENT DIRECTED

AGAINST INDIVIDUALS IN THE UNITED

STATES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(1) Section 6 of the Arms Export Control Act
(22 U.S.C. 2756) states that no export licenses or
other authorizations may be issued for the export of
goods or services to any country determined by the
President to be engaged in a consistent pattern of
acts of intimidation or harassment directed against
individuals in the United States.

(2) Section 6 of the Arms Export Control Act
further requires the President to report any such de-
termination promptly to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, the Committee on Foreign Affairs
of the House of Representatives, and to the chair-
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the date

21 of the enactment of this Act, the President shall submit

22 to the appropriate congressional committees a report on—

23 (1) whether any official of the Government of

24 Saudi Arabia engaged in a consistent pattern of acts

25 of intimidation or harassment directed against
g:\WWHLC\0929201092920.001.xm] (77853313}

September 29, 2020 (8:09 a.m.)



352

GAMMIGCONNOLAVCONNOL_086. XML

[a—y

S o 0 NN e A W N

o

Jamal Khashoggi or any individual in the United

States; and

(2) whether any United States-origin defense
articles were used in the activities deseribed in para-
graph (1).

(¢) ForM.—The report required by subsection (b)
shall be submitted in unclassified form but may contain
a classified annex.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘“‘appropriate con-
gressional committees” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence of the
House of Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Select Committee on Intelligence of the Senate.

SEC. 5. REPORT AND CERTIFICATION WITH RESPECT TO
SAUDI DIPLOMATS AND DIPLOMATIC FACILI-
TIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the President shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees a report cov-
ering the three-year period preceding such date of enact-
ment regarding whether and to what extent covered per-

sons used diplomatic credentials, visas, or covered facilities

g \WWHLC\0929201092920.001.xm] {77853313)
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1 to facilitate monitoring, tracking, surveillance, or harass-

2 ment of, or harm to, other nationals of Saudi Arabia living

3 in the United States.

4 (b) CERTIFICATION,—

5 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
6 after the date of the enactment of this Aect, the
7 President shall, if the President determines that
8 such is the case, submit to the appropriate congres-
9 sional eommittees a certification that covered per-
10 sons are not using diplomatie credentials, visas, or
11 covered facilities to facilitate monitoring, tracking,
12 surveillance, or harassment of, or harm to, other na-
13 tionals of Saudi Arabia living in the United States
14 during the time period covered by each such certifi-
15 cation.

16 (2) FAILURE TO SUBMIT CERTIFICATION.—If
17 the President does not submit a certification under
18 paragraph (1), the President shall—

19 (A) close one or more covered facilities for
20 such period of time until the President does
21 submit such a certification; and

22 (B) submit to the appropriate congres-
23 sional committee a report that contains—
g \WWHLC\0929201092920.001.xm! (77853313)
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1 (i) a detailed explanation of why the
2 President is unable to make such a certifi-
3 cation;
4 (i1) a hst and summary of engage-
5 ments of the United States Government
6 with the Government of Saudi Arabia re-
7 garding the use of diplomatic credentials,
8 visas, or covered facilities deseribed in
9 paragraph (1); and
10 (iii) a deseription of actions the
11 United States Government has taken or in-
12 tends to take in response to the use of dip-
13 lomatie credentials, visas, or covered facili-
14 ties described in paragraph (1).
15 (¢) ForM.—The report required by subsection (a)
16 and the certification and report required by subsection (b)
17 shall be submitted in unclassified form but may contain
18 a classified annex.
19 (d) WAvER.—The President may waive the restric-
20 tions in this section if the President determines and sub-
21 mits to the appropriate congressional committees written
22 notice and justification not later than 15 days before the
23 granting of such waiver, that such a waiver is in the na-
24 tional security interests of the United States.
25 (e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
g:\WWHLC\0929201092920,001.xm] (77853313}
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1 (1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
2 TEES.—The term ‘“appropriate congressional com-
3 mittees” means

4 (A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
5 the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
6 of the House of Representatives; and

7 (B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
8 and the Select Committee on Intelligence of the
9 Senate.
10 (2) COVERED FACILITY.—The term “covered
11 facility” means a diplomatic or consular facility of
12 Saudi Arabia in the United States.
13 (3) COVERED PERSON.—The term ‘‘covered
14 person” means a national of Saudi Arabia
15 credentialed to a covered facility.

16 SEC. 6. REPORT ON THE DUTY TO WARN OBLIGATION OF

17 THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

18 (a) FinDINGS.—Congress finds that Intelligence

19 Community Directive 191 provides that—

20 (1) when an element of the intelligence commu-

21 nity of the United States collects or acquires eredible

22 and specific information indicating an impending

23 threat of intentional killing, serious bodily injury, or

24 kidnapping directed at a person, the agency must
g \WWHLC\0929201092820,001.xml {77853313)
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“warn the intended vietim or those responsible for

protecting the intended vietim, as appropriate’”’; and
(2) when issues arise with respect to whether

the threat information rises to the threshold of

“duty to warn”, the directive calls for resolution in

favor of warning the intended victim.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Director of National In-

N =R o R =) T Y T R VS T o

telligence, in coordination with the heads of other relevant

.
=

United States intelligence agencies, shall submit to the ap-

11 propriate congressional committees a report with respect
12 to—

13 (1) whether and how the intelligence community
14 fulfilled its duty to warn Jamal Khashogei of threats
15 to his life and liberty pursuant to Intelligence Com-
16 munity Directive 191; and

17 (2) in the case of the intelligence community
18 not fulfilling its duty to warn as desecribed in para-
19 graph (1), why the intelligence community did not
20 fulfill this duty.

21 (¢) ForM.—The report required by subsection (b)

22 shall be submitted in unclassified form but may contain

23 a classified annex.

24 (d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
g \WHLC\0929201092920.001 . xml (77853313)
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1 (1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
2 TEES.—The term ‘“appropriate congressional com-
3 mittees” means—
4 (A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
5 the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
6 of the House of Representatives; and
7 (B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
8 and the Select Committee on Intelligence of the
9 Senate.
10 (2) DuTY TO WARN.—The term “duty to warn”
11 has the meaning given that term in Intelligence
12 Community Directive 191, as in effect on July 21,
13 2015.
14 (3) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term
15 “intelligence community’” has the meaning given
16 such term in section 3(4) of the National Security
17 Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4)).
18 (4) RELEVANT UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE
19 AGENCY.—The term “relevant United States intel-
20 ligence agency” means any element of the intel-
21 ligence community that may have possessed intel-
22 ligence reporting regarding threats to Jamal
23 Khashoggi.
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AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDMENT IN THE
NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE TO H.R. 4507

OFFERED BY MR. CONNOLLY OF VIRGINIA

Page 3, line 6, strike “silencing” and insert “intimi-

dation”.

Page 3, after line 6, insert the following (and redes-

ignate subsequent subsections accordingly):

1 (¢) FOrRM.—The eertification required by subsection
2 (b) shall be submitted in unclassified form but may con-

3 tain a classified annex.

g \WWHLC0929201092920.177.xm] (77874511}
September 29, 2020 (4:04 p.m.)



359

GAMMI6WMCCAULWMCCAUL._079 XML

AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDMENT IN THE

NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE TO H.R. 4507

OFFERED BY MR. MCCAUL OF TEXAS

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the

following:

1 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

2

This Act may be cited as the “Protection of Saudi

3 Dissidents Act of 20207,

4 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
5 Congress finds the following:
6 (1) Jamal Khashoggi, a United States resident,
7 Saudi journalist, and Washington Post columnist,
8 was killed and dismembered in the Saudi consulate
9 in Istanbul, Turkey on October 2, 2018, by at least
10 14 intelligence officers of the Government of Saudi
11 Arabia. Khashoggi was lured to the consulate under
12 the false cover of needing to address a consular mat-
13 ter. Following the killing, 17 officers from the Saudi
14 intelligence service, or Mabahith, reportedly visited
15 Istanbul and cleansed the crime scene.
16 (2) At the time of his murder, Khashoggi was
17 living in Virginia under an “O” visa and was in the
18 process of applying for a permanent residency.
g\WHLCW0930201093020.252.xmi (77889112)
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9
(3) A subsequent, highly-eredible investigation
by the United Nations concluded that Khashoggi’s
killing was premeditated and that the mission was
endorsed, planned, and overseen by senior Saudi of-
ficials.
SEC. 3. SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO HUMAN RIGHTS VIO-

LATIONS AGAINST SAUDI  DISSIDENTS

ABROAD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the President shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional committees a deter-
mination of whether, during the 120-day period preceding
the date of submission of the determination, the Govern-
ment of Saudi Arabia conducted any activities through its
intelligence, internal security, or law enforeement agencies
or instrumentalities that constitute forced repatriation, si-
lencing, or killing of dissidents in other countries.

(b) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—If the President de-
termines that the Government of Saudi Arabia has con-
ducted any activities deseribed in subsection (a), the Presi-
dent shall impose one or more of the sanetions described
in section 1263(b) of the Global Magnitsky Human Rights
Accountability Act (22 U.S.C. 2656 note) with respect to

one of more officials of the Government of Saudi Arabia

g \WHLC10930201093020.252.xm] (77889112)
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1 whom the President determines has engaged in such ac-

2 tivities.

3 (¢) EXCEPTIONS,—

4 (1) To COMPLY WITH UNITED NATIONS HEAD-
5 QUARTERS AGREEMENT.—Sanctions under para-
6 graph (1) of section 1263(b) of the Global
7 Magnitsky Human Rights Aceountability Act shall
8 not apply with respect to a foreign person who is an
9 official of the Government of Saudi Arabia described
10 in subsection (b) if admitting or paroling the foreign
11 person into the United States is necessary to permit
12 the United States to comply with the Agreement re-
13 garding the IHeadquarters of the United Nations,
14 signed at Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered
15 into force November 21, 1947, between the United
16 Nations and the United States, or other applicable
17 international obligations.

18 (2) TO COMPLY WITH NATIONAL SECURITY.—
19 The following activities shall be exempt from sanc-
20 tions under this section:
21 (A) Activities subject to the reporting re-
22 quirements under title V of the National Secu-
23 rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.).
24 (B) Any authorized intelligence or law en-
25 forcement activities of the United States.

g:\WWHLC10930201093020,252.xml (77889112)
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1 (d) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.

2 (1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may ex-
3 ercise all authorities provided under sections 203
4 and 205 of the International Emergency Economic
5 Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to carry out
6 this section and shall issue such regulations, li-

7 censes, and orders as are necessary to carry out this

8 section.

9 (2) PENALTIES.—Any person that violates, at-
10 tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or causes a
11 violation of this section or any regulation, license, or
12 order issued to carry out paragraph (1) shall be sub-
13 ject to the penalties provided for in subsections (b)
14 and (e) of section 206 of the International Emer-
15 gency Eeonomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) to the
16 same extent as a person that commits an unlawful
17 act described in subsection (a) of that section.

18 (e) WAIVER.—The President may waive the require-

19 ment in subsection (b) if the President determines and

20 submits to the appropriate congressional committees writ-

21 ten notice and justification not later than 15 days before

22 the granting of such waiver, that such a waiver is in the

23 national security interests of the United States.
g:\WWHLC\0930201093020.252.xm] (77889112}
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(f) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES DE-

2 PFINED.—In this section, the term “appropriate congres-

3 sional committees” means—

4 (1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Per-
5 manent Select Committee on Intelligence, and the
6 Committee on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
7 resentatives; and
8 (2) the Committee on Foreign Relations, the
9 Select Committee on Intelligence, and the Com-
10 mittee on Armed Services of the Senate.
11 SEC. 4. REPORT ON CONSISTENT PATTERN OF ACTS OF IN-
12 TIMIDATION OR HARASSMENT DIRECTED
13 AGAINST INDIVIDUALS IN THE UNITED
14 STATES.
15 (a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:
16 (1) Section 6 of the Arms Export Control Act
17 (22 U.S.C. 2756) states that no export licenses or
18 other authorizations may be issued for the export of
19 goods or services to any country determined by the
20 President to be engaged in a consistent pattern of
21 acts of intimidation or harassment directed against
22 individuals in the United States.
23 (2) Section 6 of the Arms Export Control Act
24 further requires the President to report any such de-
25 termination promptly to the Speaker of the House of
g\WHLC\0930201093020.252.xm] (77889112)
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14
15
16
17 shall

6
Representatives, the Committee on Foreign Affairs
of the House of Representatives, and to the chair-
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the President shall submit

to the appropriate congressional committees a report on—

(1) whether any official of the Government of
Saudi Arabia engaged in a consistent pattern of acts
of intimidation or harassment directed against
Jamal Khashoggi or any individual in the United
States; and

(2) whether any United States-origin defense
articles were used in the activities deseribed in para-
graph (1).

(¢) ForM.—The report required by subsection (b)

be submitted in unclassified form but may contain

18 a classified annex.

19

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES

20 DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘“appropriate con-

21 gressional committees” means—

22 (1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
23 Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence of the
24 House of Representatives; and

g \WWHLC\0930201093020.252.xm] (77889112)
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(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations and

the Seleet Committee on Intelligence of the Senate.
SEC. 5. REPORT AND CERTIFICATION WITH RESPECT TO
SAUDI DIPLOMATS AND DIPLOMATIC FACILI-

TIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the President shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees a report cov-
ering the three-year period preceding such date of enact-
ment regarding whether and to what extent covered per-
sons used diplomatic credentials, visas, or covered facilities
to facilitate monitoring, tracking, surveillance, or harass-
ment of, or harm to, other nationals of Saudi Arabia living
in the United States.

(b) CERTIFICATION,—

(1) In arNErAL—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
President shall, if the President determines that
such is the case, submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a certification that covered per-
sons are not using diplomatic credentials, visas, or
covered facilities to facilitate monitoring, tracking,
surveillance, or harassment of, or harm to, other na-

tionals of Saudi Arabia living in the United States

g\VHLC\0930201093020.252.xmi (77889112)
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1 during the time period covered by each such certifi-
2 cation.

3 (2) FAILURE TO SUBMIT CERTIFICATION.—If
4 the President does not submit a certification under
5 paragraph (1), the President shall-—

6 (A) utilize existing authorities to respond
7 appropriately to the monitoring, tracking, sur-
8 veillance, or harassment of, or harm to, other
9 vationals of Saudi Arabia within the United
10 States; and

11 (B) submit to the appropriate congres-
12 sional eommittee a report that contains—

13 (1) a detailed explanation of why the
14 President is unable to make such a certifi-
15 cation,

16 (i1) a list and summary of engage-
17 ments of the United States Government
18 with the Government of Saudi Arabia rve-
19 garding the use of diplomatic credentials,
20 visas, or covered facilities deseribed in
21 paragraph (1); and
22 (iii) a deseription of actions the
23 United States Government has taken or in-
24 tends to take in response to the use of dip-
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1 lomatic credentials, visas, or covered facili-
2 ties desecribed in paragraph (1).
3 (¢) Form.—The report required by subsection (a)
4 and the certification and report required by subsection (b)
5 shall be submitted in unclassified form but may contain
6 a classified annex.
7 (d) WAIVER.—The President may waive the require-
8 ment 1n subsection (b) if the President determines and
9 submits to the appropriate congressional committees writ-
10 ten notice and justification not later than 15 days before
11 the granting of such waiver, that such a waiver is in the
12 national security interests of the United States.
13 (e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
14 (1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
15 TEES.—The term ‘“appropriate congressional com-
16 mittees” means—
17 (A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
18 the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
19 of the House of Representatives; and
20 (B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
21 and the Select Committee on Intelligence of the
22 Senate.
23 (2) COVERED FACILITY.—The term “covered
24 facility’” means a diplomatic or consular facility of
25 Saudi Arabia in the United States.
gAVHLC\0930201093020.252.xml {77882112)

September 30, 2020 (7:28 p.m.)



368

GAMM6WMCCAULMCCAUL_079 XML

SEC.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20 of th

4
5
6
7 Community Directive 191 provides that—
8
9
0

10
(3) COVERED PERSON.—The term ‘‘covered
person” means a national of Saudi Arabia
credentialed to a covered facility.
6. REPORT ON THE DUTY TO WARN OBLIGATION OF

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

(a) IINDINGS.—Congress finds that Intelligence
(1) when an element of the intelligence commu-
nity of the United States collects or acquires eredible
and specific information indicating an impending
threat of intentional killing, serious bodily njury, or
kidnapping directed at a person, the agency must
“warn the intended wvietim or those responsible for
protecting the intended victim, as appropriate”; and
(2) when issues arise with respect to whether
the threat information rises to the threshold of
“duty to warn”, the directive calls for resolution in
favor of warning the intended vietim.
(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the date

e enactment of this Act, the Director of National In-

21 telligence, in coordination with the heads of other relevant

22 TUnited States intelligence agencies, shall submit to the ap-

23 propriate congressional committees a report with respect

24 to—
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1 (1) whether and how the intelligence community
2 fulfilled its duty to warn Jamal Khashogei of threats

3 to his life and liberty pursuant to Intelligence Com-
4 munity Directive 191; and
5 (2) in the case of the intelligence community
6 not fulfilling its duty to warn as described in para-

7 graph (1), why the intelligence community did not

8 fulfill this duty.

9 (¢) FOrRM.—The report required hy subsection (b)
10 shall be submitted in unclassified form but may contain
11 a classified annex.

12 (d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

13 (1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

14 TEES.—The term “appropriate congressional com-
15 mittees” means
16 (A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
17 the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
18 of the House of Representatives; and
19 (B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
20 and the Select Committee on Intelligence of the
21 Senate.

22 (2) Dury TO WARN.—The term “duty to warn”
23 has the meaning given that term in Intelligence
24 Community Directive 191, as in effect on July 21,
25 2015.
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Mr. ENGEL. I recognize myself now to speak on the en bloc pack-
age. I support all these bipartisan measures and am grateful to all
our members on both sides of the aisle for their hard work. The
legislation we are considering covers a massive range of global con-
cerns from Iran’s persecution of religious minorities to the chal-
lenge posed by fentanyl and other synthetic drugs to cleaning up
our oceans. I will mention a few in particular.

Let me start with a bill introduced by Mr. Meeks, Mr. Kinzinger,
and others that would set a red line about our expectations of Rus-
sian behavior. More than 6 years after Russia was kicked out of
the G8 for invading Ukraine, it has only grown bolder and more
aggressive. This bill would prohibit any funding for Russian par-
ticipation in the G7 or a reconstituted G8 unless Russia, among
other things, stops its efforts to meddle in our elections—that is the
U.S. elections—and ends its occupations of sovereign Ukrainian
and Georgian territory. I strongly support this measure and hope
all my colleagues will do the same.

Next, I will turn to the Belarus Democracy, Human Rights, and
Sovereignty Act from Mr. Smith who has worked on these issues
for years and years. This timely bill updates existing law to ac-
count for the most recent fraudulent elections and violent crack-
downs by the Lukashenko regime. This bill would reauthorize as-
sistance efforts, target offenders in the August Presidential election
with sanctions, and help ensure we have a unified approach to
Belarus with our partners and allies.

I am also proud to support these resolutions relating to Russia’s
aggressive and abusive behavior inside Russia and around the
world. These condemn the poisoning of Russian opposition leader
Alexai Navalny, underscore the absolutely rampant political
imprisonments in Russia, and put the House on record saying that
Yevgeniy Prigozhin and his affiliates, individuals all closely linked
to election interference efforts, pose a threat to the United States
and allied security and interests. I am glad that we have so many
bipartisan measures today dealing with the serious challenge that
Russia poses.

We also have a resolution from Mr. LaHood and Ms. Shalala rec-
ognizing the importance of the friendship between the United
States and Lebanon. And I am glad Mr. Deutch offered an amend-
ment that recognizes the tragic explosion in Beirut that has left
Lebanon in shambles. In the wake of this tragedy, the Lebanese
people are demanding greater accountability from their govern-
ment. I stand with them and I urge support for this measure.

Next, Mr. Green’s resolution calls attention to the continued de-
tention of American journalist Austin Tice and American doctor
Majd Kamalmaz. They have been gone from their families for too
long. Let me be clear, this resolution in no way seeks to legitimize
the brutal Assad regime in Syria or their tactics of using American
hostages as leverage. In fact, it is the opposite. Any regime that
holds innocent civilians hostage for political purposes lacks any le-
gitimacy whatsoever.

Let me thank Mr. Malinowski for this bill that would provide
Hongkongers fleeing oppression from the Chinese Government the
opportunity to participate in American society. With China’s pas-
sage of a national security law to undermine Hong Kong’s auton-
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omy and put many Hongkongers in jeopardy, it is vital that we not
close our doors to those who may seek refuge in our country.

I was glad to join as an original co-sponsor of Mr. Levin’s resolu-
tion urging the Government of Burma to ensure a free, fair, inclu-
sive, and credible election on November 8th. This is another chance
for Burma to move toward a democratic society in which all citi-
zens are equally protected and enfranchised. This resolution calls
on social media companies to make sure their platforms are not
used to spread disinformation or misinformation or hate speech,
and that is happening in Burma, here in the United States, and
everywhere else.

I am also glad to support Mr. Phillips’ measure calling for a free,
fair, transparent, and peaceful election in Cote d’Ivoire. There has
been a history of violence surrounding political transitions in Cote
d’Ivoire. This measure reaffirms the ties between our countries and
underscores our support for the Ivoirian people if they stand up for
peace and democracy.

We also have a resolution from Chairwoman Bass and Mr. Smith
calling on African governments to promote human rights through
internet freedom. Too often, we have seen governments use inter-
net shutdowns as a way to stifle dissent, oftentimes of unrest or
around elections. In Africa, this problem has gotten worse in recent
years. This measure emphasizes the importance of open and secure
internet access as a way to promote human rights and free speech.

I strongly support all the measures we are considering today and
I urge all members to do the same. And I will now recognize our
ranking member, my friend Mr. McCaul of Texas, for his remarks.

Mr. McCAUL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for having this markup.
Today—over the last 21 months I have been proud to work with
you on countless measures including those we will consider here
today. I know this will not be my last opportunity, but I want to
say thank you, Chairman Engel, for advancing so many important
bipartisan measures and for your personal friendship.

And I know I speak for everyone here today when I say that you
will be missed. I just hope the next Congress can work as bipar-
tisan as this one has, because if we do not, we do not get anything
done. That is the one thing I have learned in eight terms of Con-
gress, if you do not work across the aisle effectively, it is really
hard to get good things done for the American people and that is
what the American people really want. And you have been a shin-
ing example of that, sir, and it has been an honor to serve with
you.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you.

[Applause.]

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you.

Mr. McCauL. I would like to start by discussing an issue very
close to my heart, an issue close to the heart of many Texans and
Americans. Today, we are considering a resolution introduced by
Mr. Conaway and myself, calling for the release of Trevor Reed, a
Texan and former U.S. Marine, who is being held as a political
prisoner in Russia.

Earlier this month, I was joined by Trevor’s mother, Paula, when
we introduced the resolution. She told me about her son, an Eagle
Scout and former U.S. Marine who had served his country with dis-
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tinction. She told me how he was pursuing the American dream
and that the Putin regime had taken that away from him when he
sentenced Trevor to 9 years in a Russian labor camp on baseless
charges.

Passing this resolution will show that we in the Congress are
committing to standing with Trevor, Paula, and his entire family
every day until we can finally bring Trevor home and give him
back his future. This resolution will also send a strong message to
the Putin regime that America will not stand idly by as Putin and
his cronies hold U.S. citizens as political pawns.

I will also be offering an amendment today on a resolution call-
ing for the release of Austin Tice and Majd Kamalmaz, two Texans
who have been wrongfully detained in Syria for many, many years.
I have met with Austin Tice’s parents many times and have seen
the pain in their eyes as they describe the 8 years they have spent
trying to bring their son home while he sits in a Syrian prison in
the worst conditions.

I want to thank the administration for doing everything they
have done to bring home Trevor, Austin, Majd, and all the Ameri-
cans detained abroad. Congress will not rest and I will not rest
until they have been safely reunited with their families.

Today, we will be considering 28 measures, total. And while we,
unfortunately, could not agree on all of them, even the bills where
we disagree on the details, we agree on the problems we face. And
while I cannot highlight all the good bills we will be considering,
I want to thank some of my Republican colleagues for working on
several bills for the markup. Specifically, Ms. Wagner for her work
on the Sex Trafficking Demand Reduction Act; Mr. Chabot for his
work on the Tropical Forest and Coral Reef Conservation and Re-
authorization Act; and Mr. Smith for his work on reauthorizing the
Belarus Democracy Act.

I am also pleased that we will be considering two bills I intro-
duced with Chairman Engel, the PLASTICS Act and the American
Values and Security in International Athletics Act. The Partnering
and Leveraging Assistance to Stop Trash for International Cleaner
Seas or PLASTICS Act would authorize the State Department and
USAID to prioritize efforts to improve waste management systems
and prevent and reduce plastic waste in developing countries.

Every year, eight million metric tons of plastic enter the oceans
through the rivers. China contributes the largest share of this mis-
managed waste, followed by other developing countries such as In-
donesia, the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam. This bill
prioritizes U.S. leadership and supports partnerships with the pri-
vate sector in order to support market-based solutions and leverage
private capital. Our work to combat plastic waste is an investment
in future generations and the health of our oceans and commu-
nities.

The American Values and Securities in International Athletics
Act would direct the State Department to establish a briefing pro-
gram for American athletic delegations on human rights and pri-
vacy concerns in certain countries. The Chinese Communist Party
used the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics to whitewash its image
and now is set to host the 2022 Winter Olympics. Ensuring Team
USA is appropriately informed about human rights issues and in-
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trusive surveillance will help prevent the CCP from using the
Olympics to generate undeserved positive publicity.

The Chinese Communist Party is the greatest long-term national
security threat to the interests of the United States of America.
The American people have woken up to their malign influence, and
yesterday Republicans released our policy blueprint to address
their harmful behavior, two-thirds of which, Mr. Chairman, are bi-
partisan bills. And I look forward to working with my friends
across the aisle to help address this generational challenge.

So with that, Chairman Engel, I again want to thank you for
holding this markup and for your leadership and also your friend-
ship. I ask unanimous consent, also, to enter into the record a
statement by Mr. Conaway on the Trevor Reed resolution.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. McCaul.

Because of the hybrid, virtual format of this markup, I will recog-
nize members by committee seniority, alternating between Demo-
crats and Republicans for the purpose of speaking on the en bloc
package. If you miss your turn to speak on the en bloc, please let
our staff know and we will circle back to you. If you seek recogni-
tion, you must unmute your microphone and address the chair ver-
bally.

Does anyone wish to speak on the en bloc?

Mr. Sherman.

Mr. SHERMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to thank you
for bringing forward an impressive group of bipartisan measures
for the committee to consider, for working behind the scenes to
make sure that those measures were bipartisan and that the com-
mittee will do a tremendous amount of work today. But I especially
want to join the ranking member in praising you for your decades
of service to this House and for your last 2 years of leadership of
this committee.

I support all the measures that we are considering today. I have
co-sponsored most of them. I particularly want to thank the chair-
man for bringing forward so many of my bills this Congress, and
in particular H.Res.825 urging the United States to continue to be
a leader on the Nonproliferation Treaty and the entire global non-
proliferation regime.

This is the 50th anniversary of the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty, the NPT, going into effect. Certainly, in the years after
World War II, most political scientists and theorists would have
thought we would have fought several nuclear wars by now. But,
in fact, I believe the NPT has been the most important diplomatic
accomplishment in our lifetimes. And while there are nine nuclear
countries, without the NPT there would be scores of nuclear coun-
tries.

There are a number of pressing nonproliferation challenges today
and U.S. leadership will continue to be indispensable. This resolu-
tion calls for the U.S. to continue leading on issues of nonprolifera-
tion, including encouraging full compliance, promoting universal
adoption of the additional protocol, discouraging the unlawful
spread of uranium enrichment and reprocessing technologies, pre-
venting a withdrawal of additional States, maintaining global mor-
atoria on nuclear explosive testing, and building toward a 2021
NPT Review Conference.
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I have enjoyed working with Mr. Chabot and joining with him on
the Tropical Forest and Coral Reef Conservation Reauthorization
Act. This debt-for-nature program has been a critical tool to protect
tropical rainforests and coral reefs. This will extend the program
through 2025. Our climate crisis is real and this is part of a re-
sponse to that crisis.

A number of us have thought that the full committee should
focus more on Africa and we begin to do that today by considering
four pieces of legislation, three from the chair of the African Sub-
committee, and I commend Karen Bass for the three bills that she
has brought forward today.

I also want to thank Dean Phillips for his important resolution
addressing the upcoming election in Cote d’Ivoire, H.Res.1150. It is
important for the government there to publicly commit itself to
free, fair, peaceful, and transparent elections, elections which upon
the conclusion will lead to the winner assuming peacefully the
reins of government. I believe it is outside the jurisdiction of this
committee to pass a resolution saying the same thing about the
United States, but let me take this opportunity to say that fair,
free, peaceful elections and peaceful transfers of power are to be
admired everywhere in the world.

I want to commend Dina Titus for her work on H.Res.1100, af-
firming the strategic partnership with Mongolia, and Tom
Malinowski for his important bill, the Hong Kong People’s Freedom
and Choice Act. And we have heard from activists Nathan Law and
Brian Leung testify about the crackdown in China’s new security
law. I believe this important measure along with my Hong Kong
Autonomy Act, which was signed into law last month, is an appro-
priate response to China’s violation of its commitments under the
“one country, two systems“ agreement.

Finally, I want to thank Andy Levin for H.Res.1121 urging the
Government of Burma to hold fair, free, inclusive, transparent,
participatory, and credible elections, and I would point out that
this could be done only—it would fully be met only if the Rohingya
people, whether they be in Burma/Myanmar or whether they be in
refugee camps, be given a chance to participate.

So I thank the chairman for not only bringing these bipartisan
bills forward, but for your work behind the scenes in designing a
package of bills that have such universal support. I thank you for
your service to this committee. I yield back.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you very much, Mr. Sherman. Mrs. Wagner.

Mrs. WAGNER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your leadership, for
your service to this committee and to this Congress. We are grate-
ful to you. I want to thank the ranking member too for all the work
that he has done on all of our behalf to advance this bipartisan
piece of legislation, so many of them at this markup, including my
Sex Trafficking Demand Reduction Act and the Protecting Human
Rights During Pandemic Act, which I am proud to co-lead with
Representative McGovern.

I introduced H.R. 4326, the Sex Trafficking Demand Reduction
Act to improve U.S. efforts to end demand for trafficked persons
worldwide, a key element in preventing human trafficking. The
international community, NGO’s, international organizations, and
human trafficking experts agree that ending the scourge of mod-
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ern-day slavery requires countries to prioritize reducing the de-
mand for trafficked persons.

The United Nations and the European Union have established
protocols and directives expressly addressing the need to prevent
human trafficking by reducing demand that fosters exploitation.
These protocols are founded in a body of research demonstrating
the correlation between the adoption of policies that reduce or pro-
hibit demand for commercial sex acts and advancements in the
fight to end trafficking.

The United States is also committed to reducing the demand for
victims of trafficking, and I have been proud to work with the State
Department’s Trafficking in Persons Office to ensure the annual
TIP reports address a country’s laws and policies around demand.
The TIP reports have the power to encourage foreign countries to
bolster their anti-trafficking measures and coordinate international
work to end trafficking.

My bill requires the TIP Office to consider a country’s work to
reduce demand for commercial sex acts, discourage participation in
sex tourism, and educate people on the exploitation involved in sex
trafficking in its annual report and country tier rankings. I am
gratified by the strong bipartisan support for this bill, and I thank
in particular my co-lead, Representative Hakeem Jeffries, for his
work to end demand for victims of trafficking. I also thank fan-
tastic advocates like Exodus Cry, Shared Hope, Coalition Against
Trafficking in Women, Rights4Girls, and the National Center on
Sexual Exploitation for their efforts in advancing my bill and legis-
lation.

I also urge my colleagues to support H.R. 6986, the Protecting
Human Rights During Pandemic Act, which will improve the
United States’ ability to prevent human rights violations connected
to the pandemic and improve its response to the future of public
health catastrophes. As countries around the world have sought to
contain the virus and protect their citizens, some bad actors are
using coronavirus response efforts as a pretext to chip away at the
rights of their citizens, stifle protests, and limit the freedom of
speech and of the press.

We must hold accountable the authoritarians who see COVID-—
19 as an opportunity to suppress dissent. The Protecting Human
Rights During Pandemic Act directs the United States to use a ro-
bust toolkit including reporting foreign assistance programming
and guidance to protect basic human rights during this time of un-
certainty. I urge this committee to pass the Sex Trafficking De-
mand Reduction Act and the Protecting Human Rights During
Pandemic Act, and I again thank the chairman and ranking mem-
}gerkfor including these important bills in today’s markup. I yield

ack.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you very much, Ms. Wagner. Mr. Meeks.

Mr. MEEKS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And let me first join with
what Ranking Member McCaul and Congressman Sherman said
about your leadership and your service. You are a great New York-
er, and your service to our country has been magnificent. You are
indeed a true patriot and an individual that understands the sig-
nificance of the Foreign Affairs Committee. And your presence here
and your—will be missed, but I will not allow our friendship to be
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missed because we will stay close, and I look forward to that. But
thank you for your years of service.

Let me first say thank you to Rep. Kinzinger and Rep. McCaul
for your cooperation in supporting the passing of H.R. 8259. Here,
again, is where we put aside differences to work together. H.R.
8259 prohibits the use of Federal funds to bring Russia back into
the G7 before they end their occupations of Ukraine, Georgia,
Moldova, and stop interfering in elections here and across Europe,
none of which will happen during the U.S. presidency of the G7
which ends on January 2021.

The G7 is organized on shared values, and unfortunately we do
not share the same approach to freedom, rule of law, and democ-
racy as Russia. Congress should not—Congress should be on the
record on this position, which is identical to the position of our al-
lies in the G7. The U.K., for example, said that unless Russia
ceases its aggressive and destabilizing activity, U.K. “would not
support the country’s readmission to the group.“ The bill calls for
reporting from the DNI on what the Administration knows about
Russia incentivizing the harm and killing of American soldiers by
the Taliban, and I am proud that we came together on this because
we are one America.

I also want to strongly support H.Res.751 by Rep. Bass which re-
affirms the partnership between the United States and the African
Union. I commend her on her work which reaffirms that partner-
ship, and we should all encourage Africa cooperation to address the
largest socioeconomic and local problems of the continent. Whether
it be climate change, water management, peace and security, or
sustainable development, a multilateral approach will be needed to
come up with lasting solutions.

Also I would like to voice my support for two pieces of legislation
designed to make sure the State Department doubles down on its
commitment to diversity and hiring in the workplace. So thank you
again to Rep. Bass and Rep. Castro for those efforts on H.R. 7673
and 8409 which address entry in mid-level positions. A diplomatic
corps that reflects the diversity of this country is better placed to
represent and espouse our values abroad. These are piecemeal but
important steps in addressing forms of discrimination in hiring
practices and at the workplace at State. I look forward to con-
tinuing our work on these issues.

Resolution 1145 which condemns the poisoning of Alexai
Nevalny, who only recently was able to leave the hospital bed in
Germany, the poisoning of one of Putin’s fearless critics using a
powerful nerve agent is more than deeply concerning as was said
by Secretary Pompeo. It underscores the reason why we cannot
welcome today’s Russian leadership into the G7 grouping.

And last, H.R. 8438, I speak up, which was Rep. Smith and Kap-
tur, and I want to speak up in support of the reauthorization of the
Belarus Democracy Act of 2004. With a deep commitment to pre-
serving and strengthening liberty and democracy and human rights
in Europe, the international community has condemned Belarus’
August 9th Presidential election as illegitimate. In response, the
Belarusian people took to the streets demanding dignity and an
election that reflects the will of the people.
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More to come, and I look forward to continuing to shine a light
on the brave people in the streets of Belarus and compliment Con-
gressmen Smith and Kaptur. With that I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. ENGEL. The gentleman yields back. Thank you, Mr. Meeks.
Mr. Smith.

Mr. SMmITH. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Let me first
of all join my colleague Michael McCaul and others in thanking you
for your extraordinary leadership as chairman. You and I have
worked on so many issues from Northern Ireland to Kosovo, so
many places in the world that have been hard-pressed with human
rights abuses, and I just want to thank you for that friendship,
your bipartisanship. You have been a class act, and we will miss
you deeply. So thank you, Chairman Engel, for your leadership.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you as well for bringing the
Belarus Democracy, Human Rights, and Sovereignty Act of 2020,
and thank you to Ranking Member McCaul for his leadership on
this, and Chairman Keating and Mr. Kinzinger for their leadership
as well, and Marcy Kaptur who is also one of the co-sponsors, origi-
nals, of this bill.

Belarus is perhaps the Nation most mired in its Soviet past, with
an inefficient economy and a strongman autocrat in charge for over
two and a half decades. Yet the irrepressible spirit of freedom
stirred among the people of Belarus and when a patently false elec-
tion result was announced on August 9th declaring Alexander
Lukashenko the winner, the people took to the streets. Now the
world continues to recognize what the people of Belarus have been
saying loud and clear for over two and a half decades, but espe-
cially since August 9th with their massive rallies that the recent
election was so fraudulent and lacked no credibility with anybody
except Lukashenko and perhaps Russia.

I was reading over a hearing last night that I had chaired 10
years ago after another fraudulent election with Alexander
Lukashenko, and he resorted to the same tactics but on a smaller
scale. There weren’t as many people out in the streets, but he just
busted heads, tortured people, threw them in prison, and his bul-
lies had their way with women and sexually abused them. Horrible
stuff. The problem then was that the international community was
strong at first, and then that fervor began to dissipate and busi-
ness as usual began to reemerge.

We are now approaching almost 2 months since the fraudulent
poll, and the people of Belarus, despite the brutal crackdown, are
still organizing rallies of 100,000 people or more demanding that
Lukashenko leave power and leave Belarus to the people to whom
it belongs. I would note to my colleagues that according to the U.N.
Special Rapporteur, more than 10,000 peaceful protestors have
been detained as of September 18th, and they need our help. Re-
cent reports indicate that the police are using now, today, increas-
ingly violent tactics against these peaceful demonstrators.

We do have a window of opportunity, and we need to seize it
with everything that we have. As my colleagues know, the leading
opposition Presidential candidate, Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, who
won the election by most accounts—of course, there is not access
to the ballots, but it seems clear that she won the election—formed
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the Coordination Council. Sviatlana is an incredibly brave woman.
She ran a brilliant campaign, but today she is in exile in Lithuania
where she continues to rally the Belarusian people and the world.

I want to thank Mr. Keating for putting together that Webex of
a few weeks ago with her and some of the coordination leaders
from the Council. We all saw anew and afresh just how important
it is that we stand behind her and behind all of the people of
Belarus who have aspirations for free and fair elections and for de-
mocracy.

This bill today updates the Belarus Democracy Acts of 2004,
2006, and 2011 that I authored and renews the personal economic
sanctions on an expanded list of bad actors in the Belarusian Gov-
ernment and—this is new—Russian individuals complicit in the
crackdown. It calls for new elections. It recognizes the Coordination
Council as a legitimate institution to participate in a dialog on a
peaceful transition of power.

It calls for the release of all political prisoners. It supports the
aspirations of the people of Belarus to exercise their religious free-
dom. It authorizes assistance to promote democracy and civil soci-
ety in Belarus. It unequivocally states that it is the policy of the
United States “not to recognize any incorporation of Belarus into
a union State with Russia.” It requires a U.S. strategy to promote
broadcasting, internet freedom, and access to information.

It requires a report on the personal assets of Alexander
Lukashenko. We know he has acquired wealth. We need to know
how much it is, and the people of his country who have been re-
pressed by him for so long need to know what a kleptocrat he has
been. In addition, it also gives much-needed support to the
Belarusian media and the IT sector.

So I just want to thank my colleagues. It is a totally bipartisan
bill. I want to thank Katie Earle for her work on the bill. I want
to thank Jackie Ramos, Pierre Totsi, Patrick to Doug Anderson.
There are just many who have worked together fast, quickly, and
effectively, and members, to put together this bipartisan legisla-
tion. We need to stand in solidarity with the great people of
Belarus.

And I yield back and I thank my good friend for recognizing.

Mr. ENGEL. Well thank you. Thank you very much, Mr. Smith,
and thank you for those kind words. And of course, I thank every-
one for those kind words, people who spoke before.

Mr. Sires.

Mr. SiRes. Hello, Mr. Chairman. I want to say kind words about
you also. I want to thank you for your friendship. I want to thank
you for always being there for me, working with me, letting me be
part of the committee and always being very helpful to me on
issues that are important to me. So I thank you, and I wish you
nothing but the best.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you.

Mr. SirRES. I want to speak briefly about H.R. 8259 which would
prohibit Russian participation in the G7. I would also like to thank
my colleague, Congressman Meeks, for introducing this important
legislation. Last year, this committee and the House of Representa-
tives passed the bipartisan resolution I sponsored that would dis-
approve Russia’s future inclusion in G7 summits until it respects
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the territorial integrity of its neighbors and adheres to the stand-
ards of democratic societies.

In the months since my resolution was passed, Russia has not
stopped its aggressive behavior and continues to undermine demo-
cratic institutions around the world. This legislation builds on the
House’s disapproval of Russian inclusion in the G7, and it makes
it clear that the United States does not accept Russia’s blatant ef-
fort to influence elections.

Protecting the integrity of our electoral system should be a bipar-
tisan priority, and we must show that there are consequences for
foreign interferences. I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, and I yield back.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Sires. Mr. Chabot.

Mr. CHABOT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And before I get into the
bills, I too would like to say some nice things about you and they
are very heartfelt. I have been on this committee for 24 years now.
You have been here a little longer than that, but you have been
an inspiration to a lot of us. We do not agree on everything obvi-
ously, we are different parties, but you have always treated us with
the utmost respect in the majority as you are now and when you
were in the minority as well.

You were able to accomplish great things because of the person
you are. You literally are one of the nicest people in this institution
on either side, and that goes a long way I think. You know, you
are just a very kind and decent person, and it matters to a lot of
us and it lets us get things done. And you have accomplished great
things, you really have.

You could probably move to Albania and become the leader of
that nation. So and there may be other countries around the globe
where that is the case. Kosovo, absolutely. So I would encourage
you perhaps to consider that, but you deserve a rest after what you
have been put through over the years, especially over the last year.
But thank you so much for that. Thank you for working with us,
both in the majority and the minority.

That is one of the great things about this committee. We tend to
work together. I am the ranking member of the Small Business
Committee. That is another committee we actually have a very
good working—Nydia Velazquez and I work together closely. You
know, some committees it is better than others, but just thanks for
everything you have done for our country and the world really, you
know, thanks for being who you are.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Chabot. I appreciate it very much.
Thank you.

Mr. CHABOT. I do not know if I have any time to talk about the
bills now, but I am going to try. We have quite a few good bills in
the en bloc package, 26 might be a record.

First, I would like to focus on my bill, quickly, here, the H.R.
7954, the Tropical Forest and Coral Reef Conservation Reauthor-
ization Act of 2020. It is bipartisan legislation that I introduced
along with my friend, Mr. Sherman, who is a really nice guy too.
Not as nice as Mr. Engel, but pretty damn—pretty nice.

And earlier this summer, we introduced, it is a companion bill
to legislation led by Senator Portman in the Senate. Some of the
most endangered and biologically diverse tropical forests and coral
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reefs are in developing countries, and it is in the interests of the
whole world to protect and responsibly manage these resources so
that they are there for our children and our grandchildren.

Today’s legislation simply extends the act that set up a debt for-
giveness program under which developing nations can have debt
they owe the United States forgiven in exchange—and I want to
emphasize “in exchange“—for investing in local conservation work
to sustain their critical ecosystems. Agreements under this pro-
gram not only support conservation, but also strengthen local
economies and responsibly use these resources as well as civil soci-
ety groups and partner nations that conduct conservation work.

Essentially the program follows the old adage of teaching a man
to fish by helping developing countries learn how to better manage
their natural resources. Further, many developing countries are no
doubt considering Chinese investment. This program gives the
State Department one more tool as it tries to counter Chinese in-
vestment and its often nefarious consequences.

I would next like to briefly turn to three resolutions quickly that
I am also co-sponsoring. H.Res.1121 calls for free, fair, and inclu-
sive elections in Burma. And I want to thank Mr. Levin for asking
me to be the lead Republican on this measure. Due to its civil war
and ethnic divisions, Burma has a long way to go to consolidate its
fledgling democracy. Holding a credible election that includes all
ethnic groups as well as those like the Rohingya who have fled the
country is a critical step toward that goal.

Second, we have H.Res.1077 which reaffirms our support for the
U.S.-Lebanon relationship. Lebanon is suffering right now after the
horrific explosion in Beirut this summer and under terrible eco-
nomic conditions brought on by the chronic mismanagement of the
country by leadership that is beholden to Hezbollah. We need to
continue to support the Lebanese people and help to see them
through these tough times.

And finally H.Res.823 which condemns the Iranian Government’s
persecution of the Baha’i minority. The Baha’i faith espouses the
virtues of peace and unity, cooperation, service and education, and
an end to prejudice. The Iranian people therefore have nothing to
fear from the Baha’i, and the Iranian Government’s hatred of the
Baha’i shows their true colors. I am pleased to support this legisla-
tion.

So with these considerations in mind, I would urge my colleagues
to support the en bloc package, and I yield back.

Mr. ENGEL. The gentleman yields back. Thank you, Mr. Chabot,
and thank you again for those kind words. They are very much ap-
preciated. Mr. Connolly.

Mr. CoNNoOLLY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And, of course, you
are not leaving us yet, but thank you for such a long and distin-
guished career and for the spirit in which you have managed this
committee both as the ranking member and as now the chairman,
in empowering members and seeing that their substantive work
comes to fruition. And that is not an easy job. I look around this
room and I see the portraits of past chairs and I have known every
one of them going back to Clem Zablocki who is over there. And
I hope it makes your heart full to be in that distinguished com-
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pany. And as somebody once said, losing, like winning, is a passing
phenomenon in politics, so be comforted. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman, I am going to be brief. Thank you for bringing all
of these, you and Mr. McCaul, for bringing the en bloc bills before
us. We cover a lot of waterfront. I particularly want to commend
the H.R. 1012, Ami Bera’s bill, on recognizing the 70th anniversary
of the outbreak of the Korean War. We had one colleague left who
served in the Korean War, Charlie Rangel, and, you know, this re-
lationship has come a long way and Korea has gone from being an
absolutely bottom of the pile poor country to being a star among
Asian tigers and a lot of that has to do with this alliance and this
relationship.

I also want to commend Mr. Yoho for H.Res.697 on Tibet. I led
the first congressional staff delegation to Tibet in 1986 and saw
firsthand some of the ravages of the Cultural Revolution and other
depredations inflicted on the Tibetan culture and people, especially
in the exercise of their worship in Tibet, at the hands of the Chi-
nese. I also had the privilege of meeting with His Holiness the
Dalai Lama in Dharamshala, India, where he is living, last year,
and was really struck with the spirit of peaceful reconciliation with
which he still tries to approach his Chinese adversaries, and it is
very admirable.

I also want to thank you for bringing up H.R. 8489, the Depart-
ment of State’s Student Internship Program, because internships in
the Federal Government are spotty. They are not systematic and
they are not well-used for recruitment of new employees like the
private sector. So I think this bill helps move at least the State De-
partment in that direction and I know that my assignment in my
other committee, we are going to continue to pursue that.

Finally, I want to thank Mr. Meeks for his leadership on making
sure that Russia is not invited to any G7 meeting until we see Rus-
sia’s behavior significantly improve and that they, as Mr. Chabot
and I have said year in and year out, and until they leave Crimea.
That is an illegal annexation and we are not going to recognize it.

So I thank you, Mr. Chairman. I thank all of my colleagues for
a set of really very useful bills that are going to move forward our
foreign policy agenda and I wish you well. With that I yield back.

Mr. ENGEL. The gentleman yields back. Thank you, Mr. Con-
nolly.

Now my traveling partner to North Korea, Mr. Wilson.

Mr. WILSON. Thank you very much, Chairman Eliot Engel and
lead Republican Michael McCaul, for calling this markup today.
There are many measures before us today due to the dedicated bi-
partisan leadership of Chairman Eliot Engel who my family, par-
ticularly led by my wife Roxanne, knows as a Statesman. And, in-
deed, I appreciate you raising that, that you and I are the only two
Members of Congress who have been to Pyongyang, the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea.

And that is why the first resolution I mention is so significant,
the 70th anniversary, and to see the contrast of North Korea to
South Korea. There could not be a greater contrast of the difference
between freedom and democracy and totalitarian existence in the
Korean Peninsula. So again, congratulations on your success.
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First, I would like to thank the committee for bringing House
Resolution 1012 recognizing the 70th anniversary of the outbreak
of the Korean War and the transformation of the United States-
Korea alliance into a mutually beneficial global partnership. Based
on our mutual sacrifices, the United States and South Korea have
laid a foundation of freedom, democracy, and extraordinary eco-
nomic prosperity. I am grateful to serve as co-chair of the congres-
sional Korea Caucus and encourage my colleagues to support this
important measure.

I am also grateful for Chairman Engel’s leadership on the two
resolutions dealing with Putin, House Resolution 958 and House
Resolution 996. By making these two resolutions today, the com-
mittee is shedding much needed light on the growing crisis with
political prisoners in Putin’s Russia as well as the malign proxy
wars in Syria, Libya, Ukraine, and beyond.

I would also like to commend the chairman of the Middle East
Subcommittee, Ted Deutch, for his leadership on human rights in
Iran with House Resolution 823 condemning Iran’s State-sponsored
persecution of the Baha’i minority. I was grateful to serve as the
Republican lead for this resolution and I hope today’s meeting will
highlight Iran’s long history of violations to the international cov-
enants on human rights. We in Congress will never cease to advo-
cate for the liberty of the freedom-loving and deserving people of
Iran who have been hijacked and oppressed by the terrorist regime
in Tehran.

Last, I would like to comment on House Resolution 17 regarding
the illegally detained Austin Tice. We as the U.S. Congress always
will support efforts to free Americans held abroad by terrorist
groups and rogue regimes. But I am concerned that this approach
here today of publicly endorsing engagement with Assad, a mass
murderer and war criminal, is misguided. Assad has presided over
the genocide of his own people by gassing his people, and he has
butchered innocent Syrians and holding thousands as we speak
today. We should never take a public stance of legitimizing such a
regime.

Now this bill is just a resolution, but I want to make it clear to
the Assad regime today that the U.S. Congress will never legiti-
mize you. We will never give you diplomatic recognition. And we
will always call for you to be held accountable for the atrocities
committed and continue to commit against humanity and your citi-
zens.

Chairman Engel, in your landmark Caesar Syrian Civilian Pro-
tection Act, you have made clear that sanctions relief for the Syr-
ian regime should not be on the table until all political prisoners
in Syria are free. I wholeheartedly agree with that sentiment. I
hope that all members of this committee will stand to ensure that
it 1s indeed what happens.

My amendment today reiterates the Caesar bill’s call to the
criminal Assad regime to release all political prisoners and allow
international human rights organizations access to the prisons.
Thank you, Chairman and Republican leader, for including the
amendment today. With that I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. The gentleman yields back. Thank you, Mr. Wilson,
for those kind words.
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Ms. Bass.

Ms. Bass. Thank you, Chairman Engel and Ranking Member
McCaul, for bringing these important bills to the committee today.
And you know, of course, Mr. Chairman, I have to join in with all
of my other colleagues in thanking you for your service. And I
know this is not our last meeting, but I look forward to celebrating
your leadership in future meetings. I know that there is still a few
more months for you to serve, but I have really enjoyed your
friendship, your openness and your leadership, and your bipartisan
way that you have run this committee.

I would like to speak in favor of H.Res.751, 768, 7673, 1150, and
8409. I will begin with our need to reaffirm our support to the Afri-
can Union as proposed in H.R. 751 that I am doing in conjunction
with Ranking Member Chris Smith. This bill recognizes the impor-
tant role of the African Union and expresses bipartisan support for
the AU so that this institution can take the lead in diplomacy, se-
curity, health, and trade across Africa. I also look forward to, in the
future, looking to other ways that we can strengthen the African
Union and our relationship with the AU.

I now turn to H.Res.768, which I am also doing with Ranking
Member Smith, which calls on African governments to protect and
promote human rights through internet freedom and digital inte-
gration for all citizens across the continent of Africa. Some African
governments suppress internet freedoms and digital integration by
blocking internet sites, censorship of content, onerous licensing re-
quirements, and illicit monitoring and surveillance.

Information and freedom of expression are pillars of an open,
free, and democratic society, and this bill encourages governments
to actively pursue laws and policies that protect and promote
human rights online and offline. The bill also highlights how China
and Russia’s digital activity across Africa exposes individuals to
greater monitoring, surveillance and disinformation, and encour-
ages countries and technology companies to resist contracts with
authoritarian States like China and work closely with technology
companies and social media services to prevent or take down
disinformation by Russia and other actors.

Additionally, I encourage you to support Mr. Phillips’ bill,
H.Res.1150, to encourage the Government of Cote d’Ivoire, the op-
position, and its citizens to respect democratic principles and hold
free, fair, transparent, and peaceful elections.

I also urge you to support H.R. 8409, the Department of State
Student Internship Program. The State Department currently of-
fers paid and unpaid internships through the academic year and
over the summer. Unpaid internships, however, limit the pool of
candidates to those who have the financial means to participate.
The bill authorizes the Department to pay all participants in its
Student Internship Program as well as provide housing and travel
assistance under certain circumstances.

The bill makes it possible for students from all parts of the coun-
try, all socioeconomic levels, and all backgrounds to participate in
internship programs, thereby diversifying our Foreign Service and
national security work force. I urge you to support this bill and all
the other bills en bloc. And I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Bass.
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Mr. Yoho.

Mr. YoHO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And I too stand with ev-
erybody else and ditto what everybody else says. You have been a
great friend and New York is going to lose a great representative.

Today, I rise in support of H.Res.697, a bill I introduced 1 year
ago to recognize the work of the Dalai Lama who has done much
to promote peace and understanding and to further strengthen
U.S.-Tibet relationships. As many of you know, the people of Tibet
have faced harsh and oppressive treatment at the hands of the Chi-
nese Communist Party in the Tibet Autonomous Region since 1959
when the Dalai Lama had to flee for his life. Most recently, reports
have emerged that the CCP, the Chinese Communist Party, is also
building forced labor camps and reeducation centers in Tibet, simi-
lar to the ones found across Xinjiang where the Uyghurs and other
ethnic populations like the East Turkestans, are subject to brain-
washing, slave labor, torture, rape, and even death.

And if you think about brainwashing, basically, it is renouncing
one’s beliefs through intimidation. It is changing the way people
look at their politics and forces them to change their personal at-
tire or how they dress, how they talk. It changes how you educate
your children and one’s personal religious beliefs, a right in this
country our Founding Fathers felt so strongly about they put it in
our First Amendment.

We must not let the fate of the Tibetan people mirror that of the
people of Xinjiang. Congress stands united here today in support
of the Tibet struggle for autonomy, freedom, and religious freedom
while the Chinese Communist Party works to destroy over an esti-
mated two-thirds of its people’s temples and mosques to cancel or
erase their existence.

Although I do not wholly support all the pieces of legislation in
this en bloc amendment process and the markup, I am reminded
of the great British philosopher, Sir Mick Jagger, who says you
cannot always get what you want, but if you try real hard you get
what you need. And so I support this and am proud to do that.
Thank you and I yield back.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Yoho.

Mr. Keating.

Mr. KEATING. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank for
holding this markup today. I want to thank you personally on our
work we have done together, sometimes abroad, having fun ex-
changing good humor and good work around the world, and I want
to thank you for your decades of leadership and commitment here
in Congress where you have worked so hard to preserve democracy
here at home and advance it significantly throughout the world.
You have definitely made your mark.

Now I wanted to take up a number of measures that we are deal-
ing with today that affect the region that we have addressed in our
Subcommittee on Europe, Eurasia, Energy, and the Environment
including improving sustainability of energy diversification, Rus-
sian malign activities, and upholding democracy. Most of the bills
I have co-sponsored. Many of them I have been an original sponsor
of including the PLASTICS Act. I represent what is considered the
largest coastal district in the House and my constituents know that
the ocean health is vital to our community and our interconnected
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ecosystems, and marine debris must be addressed both at home
and abroad. Also included is H.Res.672 which supports energy
independence and the Three Seas Initiative for which the U.S. sup-
port is critical.

Several bills today also focus on those imprisoned, poisoned, or
killed supporting democracy and speaking out against
authoritarianism. One condemns political prisoners in Russia. One
condemns the recent poisoning of Russian opposition leader Alexai
Navalny. And still another stands alongside political dissidents like
the murdered Jamal Khashoggi.

We also have under consideration today, resolutions expressing
our concern for ongoing detention of Austin Tice and Trevor Reed.
Also included is Paul Whelan, who is the brother of one of my con-
stituents, and a recent 16-year prison sentence he received is just
one example of the harsh punishment given to those unjustly im-
prisoned in Russia.

And I also am an original co-sponsor of additional efforts to stand
up against Putin and authoritarian leaders in the region. H.R.
8259 prohibits Russia’s participation in the G7 until it ends its ille-
gal occupation of its neighbors and financing murder abroad, in-
cluding American troops. And H.Res.996 condemns the malign ac-
tivities of Yevgeniy Prigozhin, including attempts to sow discourse
in the U.S. and allied countries. And we have addressed these crit-
ical issues in multiple hearings in my subcommittee and it is im-
portant we take up these measures today.

I want to thank Representative Smith for his work, the com-
mittee chair, the ranking member, and my ranking member Rep-
resentative Kinzinger as well as Congressman Kaptur, whose work
on the committee even though she is not a member is always
present. That bill reauthorizes the Belarus Democracy Act of 2004,
and in light of the illegitimate August 19th elections and the brutal
crackdown on peaceful demonstrators across Belarus is extremely
important.

We recently had a briefing, an international briefing, with oppo-
sition leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, and we also held a hear-
ing on the situation there and on further erosion of democratic
norms in the region during this pandemic, which is why I am so
glad to join colleagues as a co-sponsor of 6986, the Protecting
Human Rights During Pandemic Act, because democratic back-
sliding is occurring around the world related to this pandemic and
it is important that we stand up for democratic ideals and institu-
tions here and abroad.

There are many important issues under consideration including
the work I joined with Representative Trone on with the
FENTANYL Results Act. That is a scourge that is killing too many
Americans today and this is an effort to deal with that on an inter-
national basis. So I want to congratulate the chair again, continue
looking forward to working with you the rest of this year, and
hopefully as friends beyond that. And with that I yield back.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you very much, Mr. Keating.

Mr. Kinzinger.

Mr. KiNZINGER. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman. And at the be-
hest of reiterating reiterations, I want to say to you how much I
have enjoyed our friendship and working with you. I have often
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tried to jealously guard the, you know, water’s edge theory when
it comes to foreign policy, and I know you have too. And your serv-
ice to this country, to this committee will never be forgotten and
I know you are going to continue to do great things. So I just want
to say thank you for that, Mr. Chairman, and thank you for the
markup today.

I support many of the bills before us and I would like to take
some time to focus on four of my bipartisan measures. I introduced
H.Res.672 with Representative Kaptur to express Congress’s sup-
port for the Three Seas Initiative. This important collaboration be-
tween Eastern European countries will help to strengthen their re-
gional interconnectivity with the hopes of pushing back on Russia’s
use of energy as a weapon.

Representative Kaptur and I introduced this legislation last year
to show our allies that we stand with them in their push to diver-
sify and protect their energy sources. That is why I am proud to
see this ambitious project has received bipartisan support, trans-
atlantic support, and overwhelming support from the administra-
tion and the secretary, Secretary Pompeo.

Earlier this year, Secretary Pompeo announced that the United
States was providing one billion in financing for the Three Seas
Initiative, which further demonstrates our commitment to the
transatlantic partnership. I commend the Three Seas partner
States, the State Department, and Congress for their support. I
also want to thank my chairman on the committee, Chairman
Keating, for that.

Next, I would like to talk about H.R. 8259, legislation I intro-
duced with Representative Meeks to bar Russia from joining the
G7 until the Kremlin changes their ways. We have seen Vladimir
Putin invade allies, interfere in democratic elections, support geno-
cide in Syria, and attempt to destabilize the Middle East.

It is clear that Vladimir Putin believes these actions make him
look strong. In reality, all they have led to is crippling sanctions
from the United States and the EU, a drop in his popularity among
Russian voters, and an economy that could contract by almost 10
percent this year. Until our diplomatic and intelligence community
can ensure us that the Kremlin is no longer working to undermine
and stifle freedom around the world, they should not have a seat
at the grownup table. Vladimir Putin is the reason his country is
being held back; the Russian people deserve better.

And, quickly, I urge my colleagues to join me in supporting the
Hong Kong People’s Freedom and Choice Act. It became clear as
the peaceful protests unraveled in Hong Kong that the Chinese
Communist Party would stop at nothing to maintain their grip on
power. This bipartisan legislation which I introduced with Rep-
resentative Malinowski would provide those Hongkongers most in
need of protection safe passage to the United States.

And, finally, I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 8438 which
would reauthorize the Belarus Democracy Act of 2004. Following
the fraudulent elections in Belarus, I had hoped the Lukashenko
would hear the calls from his people and resign peacefully. Unfor-
tunately, he doubled down and with the backing from Vladimir
Putin was sworn in as President during a secret ceremony last
week.
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While there remains hope that Lukashenko will step down, we
must act to protect the freedoms of the Belarusian people. By reau-
thorizing the Belarus Democracy Act we will be providing much
needed assistance to the Belarusian people to counter internet cen-
sorship while sanctioning those responsible for the fraudulent elec-
tion and ensuing crackdown.

I am proud to support this bipartisan legislation and I thank the
committee for their hard work. So with that, Mr. Chairman, I yield
back.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Kinzinger. Appreciate the words.
The gentleman yields back.

Mr. Cicilline.

Mr. CiciLLINE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I, too, would like
to begin by thanking you for your extraordinary leadership of this
committee, your wonderful friendship, and your decades of ensur-
ing that American foreign policy reflect our values, and for that I
am in your debt, as the entire nation is. So thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

And I want to thank you and the ranking member for holding
this markup today as we consider important legislation that will
protect human rights as we battle COVID, hold Russia accountable
for its nefarious behavior on the world stage, and support
Belarusian fighting hard for democracy.

I am proud to support and co-sponsor each of these bills and
would like to speak about three in particular.

We are seeing the impact of Russia’s malign behavior every-
where. They have meddled in the 2016 Presidential election and
U.S. intelligence agencies report that they are actively engaged in
promoting chaos as we go into the 2020 Presidential elections.

Around the world Vladimir Putin is continuing his long history
of sowing discord, wreaking havoc, and turning citizens against
each other to increase his power and destabilize the Western world.

The United States has an important role in promoting democracy
around the world and standing firm and unwavering in our support
of international law and against foreign aggression.

H.R. 8259, to prohibit Russian participation in the G-7, offered
by our colleague, Gregory Meeks, is this House’s response to Rus-
sia’s continued flouting of international law in their attempt to cre-
ate chaos across the globe.

Their attempted annexation of Crimea, occupation of South
Ossetia, and denying citizens of these regions the same rights and
freedoms that other people enjoy cannot be ignored.

As if invading other countries was not enough, Russia has had
the audacity to pay Taliban—linked militants to attack U.S. forces
in Afghanistan. Russian bounties on U.S. soldiers are an absolute
outrage.

At every turn, sadly, this administration has fawned over the
President Putin. On the campaign trail repeatedly complimenting
him, in 2016 denying that Russia meddled in the election, in 2017
when Bill O'Reilly said Putin is a Kkiller, the president responded,
“There are a lot of killers. Do you think our country is so inno-
cent?”
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And in 2018 at the Helsinki Summit, the president, incredibly,
sided with Putin over his own intelligence community about Rus-
sian interference with the election.

The time of the United States allowing Russia to run roughshod
over international law and undermining the national security inter-
ests of the United States must end. We must stop their effort to
confuse, terrorize, and oppress American voters and people in their
own region.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 8259.

I would also like to express my support for Congressman Smith’s
bill, H.R. 8438 to reauthorize the Belarus Democracy Act of 2004.

Progress toward democracy comes with the efforts of citizens
willing to fight for it over time, sometimes over generations. The
people of Belarus are well aware of that fact and have been advo-
cating for and fighting for democracy for years.

They have been risking their lives to advance the cause of free-
dom and democracy, recently facing Lukashenko government’s vio-
lent crackdown after the fraudulent election in August.

This bill would address that crackdown by reauthorizing previous
assistance measures to counter internet censorship and surveil-
lance and support the work of those advocating for democracy and
human rights.

When leaders break the law to preserve their own power and
lash out and violently attack their own citizens, we must act. I
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 8438 to reauthorize the Belarus
Democracy Act of 2004.

Finally, I would like to thank Chairman McGovern for intro-
ducing H.R. 6986, the Protecting Human Rights During Pandemic
Act. Authoritarian leaders are using the COVID-19 pandemic as
an excuse for greater crackdowns, more surveillance, and the tar-
geting of opposition.

Democratic institutions that were already weak or under threat
are facing even greater stress and significant decline. We need to
devote more resources and consistent programming designed to
preserve democratic institutions, civil society, privacy, and the free
press.

This bill would serve as a critical backstop to human rights at
a time when authoritarian governments are using every tool at
their disposal, including this terrible pandemic, to harm their oppo-
sition and weaken civil society.

I urge support of all of these measures including the en bloc
package this morning and, with that, Mr. Chairman, I yield back.

Chairman ENGEL. Thank you very much.

Mr. Zeldin.

Mr. ZELDIN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate the commit-
tee’s consideration of these measures in the en bloc package today.
I would like to express my support for the Department of State
Student Internship Program Act.

The vast majority of Federal Government internships are unpaid.
One of the best ways to increase diversity at the State Department
is to provide economic opportunities for lower and middle income
Americans from beyond the Washington, DC. beltway to participate
in these internships.
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This bill would provide paid internships at the State Department
with no additional funding needed. Instead, it is a program to be
phased in and paid through existing unobligated balances to cover
the cost.

Any student in a higher education institution program who can
hold a security clearance and has an interest in foreign affairs will
be eligible. The program will be advertised widely and outreach
targeted universities including minority-serving institutions.

We all remember our first internship or entry level job and the
impact that opportunity, or lack thereof, can have on our future as-
pirations. To represent the United States to the world, the State
Department should have a work force that reflects the diversity of
our country.

By providing paid internships, more students from across the
country will be able to afford the opportunity to pursue their inter-
est in foreign affairs and, hopefully, return to serve.

I am proud to have worked with Chairman Castro on this bill,
which is a result of bipartisan efforts on the Oversight Investiga-
tion Subcommittee to improve diversity at the State Department.

I urge my colleagues to support this legislation and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Chairman ENGEL. The gentleman yields back.

Mr. Bera.

Mr. BERA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I also too want to as-
sociate myself with the comments on both sides of the aisle for your
leadership and your friendship.

And I do not want this to be like a eulogy because I hope you
are not leaving the scene and you will continue to be a resource
for all of us and continue your strong advocacy for U.S. global lead-
ership.

I would like to, you know, take a moment and commend both
Chairman Engel and Ranking Member McCaul for this markup on
many bipartisan measures.

In particular, I would like to speak to my measure, H. Res. 1012,
which honors the U.S.-Republic of Korea Alliance. I would also like
to thank my ranking member on the Asia Subcommittee, Mr. Yoho,
for introducing this important resolution with me.

As co-chair of the Korea Caucus and as co-chair of the congres-
sional Study Group on Korea, I do travel to Korea fairly frequently
and meet with their parliamentarians and so forth.

The friendship on the people-to-people relationship or legislator-
to-legislator relationship is one of our finest alliances and, as Mr.
Connolly mentioned earlier, the Korean Miracle, you know, 40
years ago was one of the most impoverished countries in the world,
and when you look at them today it is one of the most advanced
economies and, you know, is doing remarkable things.

And, in fact, I want to thank our friends in the Republic of Korea
during this pandemic for helping our State in California with re-
sources, PPE, testing ability, et cetera.

So this is a very important friendship.

I also want to speak to H. Res. 1121. I applaud Mr. Levin for his
resolution urging the government of Burma to hold free, fair, and
inclusive elections in November.



390

Now, earlier my subcommittee had a hearing on what is hap-
pening with the Rohingya, et cetera, and, you know, it is quite dev-
astating, and, you know, it is up to us as the leaders of the free
world to continue to push Burma to recognize its democratic prin-
ciples, to understand that the Rohingya are part of Burma.

And, again, I applaud Mr. Levin for that resolution.

I would also like to speak to H. Res. 825, recognizing the impor-
tance of the entry into force, or the NPT. I really want to recognize
my good friend from California, Mr. Sherman, for his long work on
aiivancing nonproliferation and trying to make the world a safer
place.

I also want to recognize our nonproliferation fellow, Shervin
Taheran, who was working on this bill for Mr. Sherman and, you
know, I understand there has been a lot of work into this bill.

So this is incredibly important. Mr. Deutch and I had a joint
hearing earlier this year, recognizing the importance of the NPT
and understanding the 75 years that have passed since Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.

Working together, we have been able to make the world a safer
place but we still have work to do. So, again, I applaud Mr. Sher-
man.

And, last, I would like to speak to H.R. 7673, the Represent
America Abroad Act, by Ms. Bass. I recognize that we are not con-
sidering the facts in the en bloc but would like to touch briefly on
Ms. Bass’s bill.

Diversity is incredibly important to the State Department and
this bill offers an important pathway for minorities to join the
State Department.

We know our strength is—you know, making sure that our agen-
cies in the State Department look like the United States because
the United States looks like the rest of the world.

So, again, I appreciate Ms. Bass’s leadership on this, and with
that, I yield back the balance of my time.

Chairman ENGEL. The gentleman yields back.

Mr. Curtis.

Mr. Curtis. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I am only hopeful
that somebody who is not paying close attention might think that
they are watching your funeral today, and I, with my colleagues,
want to thank you for friendship but, particularly, to me and my
wife. We have traveled together. I certainly understand your kind-
ness and goodness.

I wish to speak in support of the Hong Kong People’s Freedom
and Choice Act. The unified text includes portions of my bill, the
Hong Kong Safe Harbor Act.

Similar to the Hong Kong Safe Harbor Act, this bill would des-
ignate Hongkongers as refugees, streamlining the refugee admis-
sion process and instructs the Secretary of State to work with like-
minded allied countries to accept refugees from Hong Kong.

From the Hong Kong Safe Harbor Act, it gives emphasis to sup-
porting those who had a significant role in the Hong Kong protest
including those who had an organizational role, acted as first re-
sponders, covered the protests as journalists, provided legal serv-
ices to individuals arrested, and those who were formally charged,
detained, or convicted for his or her participation in these protests.
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Since the passage of the national security law, we have had and
seen arbitrary and intimidating detentions of activists and crack-
downs on the free press. This bill addresses the humanitarian cri-
sis and shows Hongkongers that the United States has their backs
in the struggle for basic freedoms and dignity.

I commend my colleague, Representative Malinowski, for work-
ing with all sides so hard. I know, personally, how hard he has
worked to get this bill and its unified support, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I yield back.

Chairman ENGEL. The gentleman yields back. Thank you, Mr.
Curtis.

Ms. Titus.

Ms. Trrus. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you for all that
you have done to lead this committee with intelligence, compassion,
and grace. We, certainly, must learn from your example.

I support all of the measures before us and I am a co-sponsor of
several of them, but I want to speak specifically on the resolution
concerning Mongolia.

I appreciate the committee including my resolution, which reaf-
firms the strategic partnership between the United States and
Mongolia and as part of this en bloc package.

I am proud to serve as the co-chair of the Mongolian Caucus and
as a member of House Democracy partnership, which has given me
an opportunity to visit Mongolia and meet parliamentarians and
young leaders committed to advancing democratic principles in
their country.

This year marks the 30-year anniversary since Mongolia declared
an end to one-party authoritarian political system and adopted
democratic and free market reforms. Now Mongolia boasts one of
the highest Freedom House scores for political rights and civil lib-
erties in all of Asia.

At a time when countries are struggling with how to safety man-
age the coronavirus pandemic and at the same time hold fair and
free elections, Mongolia sets a good example. They were able to
successfully organize parliamentary elections this June with a
record turnout of 73 percent, and they have not had a single death
from COVID-19.

It is an important and strategic democratic partner in a chal-
lenging neighborhood. Mongolia shares land that borders only with
Russia and China, both countries eagerly working to spread their
influence beyond their borders and into Mongolia.

Mongolia considers the United States, though, its third neighbor
and has shown its commitment to this relationship by sending
troops to support U.S. operations in both Iraq and Afghanistan,
and has a strong record of troop contributions to international
peacekeeping missions.

But, unfortunately, the country continues to face real pressures
from those neighbors I mentioned that threaten its sovereignty
through economic measures, political influence, and even attempts
to promote corruption in the country to undermine democracy.

This resolution before you today is an opportunity to show Mon-
golia that we are committed to further cooperation, building off the
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strategic partnership that was announced between the United
States and Mongolia in July 2019.

Especially in a time when we are witnessing democratic back-
sliding around the world exacerbated by the pandemic, it is crucial
that we bolster collaboration with countries that have committed to
safeguarding and promoting democratic values and human rights,
including the freedoms of religion, expression, assembly, and asso-
ciation, anti-corruption and fiscal transparency, and doing all this
they are encouraging youth and emerging leadership development,
as Mongolia has declared in that partnership—strategic partner-
ship statement declaration signed with us last year.

The resolution also further supports economic development in
Mongolia by urging the U.S. Government to help Mongolia through
trade programs and urging the Development Finance Corporation
to expand activities there to help diversify its economy and support
women-owned, small, and medium sized enterprises like in textiles.

As the State Department has announced, Secretary Pompeo will
be traveling to Mongolia next week. So committee passage of this
resolution would signify United Support for the U.S.-Mongolia
Strategic Partnership from both Congress and the administration.
So it comes at a perfect time.

I urge your vote in favor of this resolution to recognize and
strengthen our ties with an important ally in a dangerous neigh-
borhood and send that strong messages to Mongolia.

Thank you, and I yield back.

Chairman ENGEL. The gentlewoman yields back. Thank you, Ms.
Titus.

Ms. Wild.

Ms. WiLD. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to strike the last
word. But, first, I have to join in my colleagues in thanking you
for your service and, even more so, thanking you for allowing me
and asking me, as a freshman Member of Congress, to serve on
this committee.

I consider it to be one of my great privileges that I came to Con-
gress in time to serve with you, and thank you so much.

I also would like to thank the committee for convening this
markup and Chairwoman Bass for her leadership on the Africa
Subcommittee of which I am proud to serve as vice chair.

I would also like to thank Representative Bass and the com-
mittee for introducing two important resolutions, H. Res. 751,
which reaffirms the importance of the U.S.-African Union Partner-
ship, and H. Res. 768, which urges African governments to protect
internet freedom on the continent.

In 2006, the United States became the first non-African country
to dedicate a diplomatic mission to the African Union.

We recognized early on that there existed a shared benefit in
peace, security, economic growth, trade, and investment. I am glad
we will be passing a resolution applauding those efforts and urging
greater collaboration in the future.

I thank Chairwoman Bass for taking the gavel and reframing
how we look at U.S. relationships in the continent. Humanitarian
assistance where needed is certainly important. But it is equally
important to consider our partnership with the AU as dealings be-
tween equals.
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Failure to make additional business and trade investments with
the African Union and the continent as a whole is misguided and
it creates a vacuum through which our adversaries can attempt to
exploit the continent, its people, and its riches.

I urge a yes vote on H. Res. 751 because the AU deserves to
know that the House of Representatives and this committee have
prioritized this relationship and that we hold it in high regard.

As part of that ongoing relationship, I also support H. Res. 768
and urge a yes vote because telecommunication providers and busi-
nesses operating in Africa should facilitate open and secure inter-
net access on the continent.

In an increasingly interconnected world, our relationship cannot
reach its full potential if there are regular, partial, or total internet
shut downs, shut downs that have, unfortunately, become more
common since 2016, and certainly politically motivated internet
shut downs that are aimed at stifling dissent frustrate the shared
purpose that the U.S. is trying to cultivate on the continent, and
it hurts people both living in African countries and living here in
the United States.

I hope that others will see this markup as important relationship
maintenance that will benefit African countries, the United States,
and the world.

Thank you, and I yield back the balance of my time.

(ll(lilairman ENGEL. The gentlewoman yields back. Thank you, Ms.
Wild.

Mr. Deutch.

Mr. DEUTCH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Engel, I will add my voice to the list of colleagues of
yours who are so proud of the work that you have done and so
thrilled to have had the opportunity to serve. But I look forward
to a future opportunity when we can extol you greatly.

Thanks also to the ranking member for holding this markup and
I am glad that we have such a full agenda, and I am appreciative
that we are advancing so many important bills this morning, soon
to be this afternoon.

H. Res 823, a resolution that I introduced, condemns the Iranian
government’s persecution of the Baha’i. Since the Iranian Revolu-
tion in 1979, the Iranian government has executed hundreds of
Baha’i leaders and dismissed thousands from jobs.

The systematic oppression of the Baha’i is continuing and it is
accelerating, and this resolution puts Congress for the twentieth
time since 1982 on record deploring the persecution of Iran’s Baha’i
community and other religious minorities, and holding the Iranian
government responsible for upholding the rights of all Iranians in-
cluding members of the Baha'’i faith.

I would also like to express my support for two other resolutions
related to the Middle East. The first, H. Res. 1077 emphasizes the
continued importance of the U.S.-Lebanon relationship. Lebanon is
facing terrible changes from economic meltdowns from COVID-19
to the horrific August 4th blast at the port of Beirut that left over
200 dead.

The United States stands with the people of Lebanon as they re-
build following the explosion and U.S. officials must continue to en-
gage the Lebanese government, reject Hezbollah, and encourage
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much needed reforms that will benefit Lebanese stability, the econ-
omy, and public.

The second is H. Res. 17, which expresses concern over the de-
tention of Austin Tice. It has been more than 8 years since Austin,
a Marine officer who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, was detained
at a checkpoint in Syria where he was working as a journalist.

Austin represents the best of our country and this resolution reit-
erates that Congress remains committed to bringing him home and
bringing all other Americans unjustly detained abroad home as
well.

And I am glad that we are considering H.R. 4507, the Protection
of Saudi Dissidents Act, and I thank Mr. Connolly for his tireless
advocacy for justice for Jamal Khashoggi.

As we all know, it has been nearly 2 years since Jamal’s horrific
murder. His death sparked bipartisan outrage in the United States
and led many to reassess our relationship with Saudi Arabia.

We must lead with our values, not only because of the inhu-
manity of his killing but also because of everything he worked for
and everything that he continues to represent: accountability, free-
dom of speech, and other fundamental human rights. All of them
are particularly important to us as Americans.

Similarly, today we will advance H. Res. 1145, which condemns
the poisoning of Russian opposition leader, Alexei Navalny. His poi-
soning, unfortunately, is the latest in a long line of similar Kremlin
efforts that have targeted political opponents, dissidents and others
who challenge the power of Vladimir Putin.

America has historically been the global leader and the moral au-
thority on basic freedoms and human rights, and we cede that lead-
ership every day when we fail to denounce abuses abroad, whether
the killing of Jamal Khashoggi, the poisoning of Alexei Navalny, or
any other atrocities that we do not speak out against.

And as a member of this committee, I am committed to honor
Jamal and Alexei and other activists who have been imprisoned,
poisoned or killed, and advocating for accountability, the rule of
law, and human rights abroad.

I am proud to support all the measures that will advance today.
I thank my colleagues for their work and, again, I thank the chair-
man and the ranking member and their staffs for their tireless ef-
forts.

And I yield back the balance of my time.

Chairman ENGEL. The gentleman yields back.

Mr. Castro.

Mr. CASTRO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and also thank you to
the ranking member, Mr. McCaul, for bringing these measures be-
fore us today and for your leadership on this committee.

I want to congratulate all the members whose bills are being con-
sidered here today. We have a significant number of bills and reso-
lutions today, a testament to the hard work of the members of this
committee and also the members of their staff.

While these are all important measures, there are a few that I
would like to mention in particular. Around the world, we see de-
mocracy in retreat as authoritarians crack down on civil liberties
and human rights.
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The situation in Hong Kong today is one of the most pernicious
examples, where the Chinese government passed a draconian na-
tional security law that restricts freedoms in Hong Kong in viola-
tion of their own commitments to the international community.

This committee held an important hearing on this subject and
one product of that hearing is Representative Malinowski’s Hong
Kong People’s Freedom and Choice Act of 2020, which I support.

I was proud to work with Representative Curtis on similar legis-
lation earlier this year and am proud to support Representative
Malinowski’s bipartisan bill.

I also speak in support of the two resolutions introduced by my
colleagues from Texas, Representative Conaway and Representa-
tive Green, that highlight the detention of Texan Marine Trevor
Reed in Russia and the abduction of Texan journalist Austin Tice
in Syria.

Mr. Reed faces an extraordinarily long sentence of 9 years in
prison in Russia under allegations of a crime that fall far short of
that sentence. His trial has been a farce and, clearly, politically
motivated.

Congress must speak up to secure his release so he can be re-
united with his family.

Mr. Tice, a Houston native and a journalist who was covering the
Syrian civil war, has been missing for years after being kidnapped.
This resolution is an important show of support from this com-
mittee to his family that we have not forgotten him and we are
working to bring him home.

I also want to thank the members of the committee for consid-
ering my bill, the State Department Student Internship Act, and
Representative Lee Zeldin, my counterpart on the Oversight Sub-
committee.

Representative Zeldin has worked with me on a number of hear-
ings and meetings on the issue of representation at the State De-
partment and also has worked with me on this legislation.

These programs are an important way for students interested in
public service or foreign policy to learn more about what such a ca-
reer would look like.

But for too long they have been inaccessible to many who cannot
afford to work for months without pay. As we all know, that is also
a problem and has been a problem in the legislative branch.

This bill would ensure that the department provides compensa-
tion and assistance for travel and housing so that students of all
backgrounds and means can start on their path to public service
and advancing our Nation’s foreign policy.

I urge you to support these measures, all of these measures con-
sidered today, and I yield back, Chairman.

Chairman ENGEL. The gentleman yields back.

Mr. Phillips.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Thank you, Chairman Engel and Ranking Member
McCaul, for bringing this slate of overwhelmingly bipartisan meas-
ures up for consideration by our entire committee today.

And as Representative Chabot so eloquently expressed earlier in
this hearing, the leadership of our chairman and ranking member,
and the unique spirit of cooperation by members of our committee
is, surely, a model to our entire Congress.
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And while each of the measures being considered today is of
great importance, I wish to focus my time on H. Res. 1150 urging
the government of Cote D’Ivoire, its opposition leaders, its citizens,
and all to respect democratic principles, refrain from violence, and
hold free, fair, transparent, and peaceful elections next month.

Cote d’Ivoire is at a consequential crossroads. It can continue to
enjoy a relative peace or regress to the ethnic violence that is a
stain on its recent past.

Every political transition in the country’s history has been ac-
companied by violence against civilians, most recently during the
2010 elections, and although such atrocities are not yet occurring
in Cote d’Ivoire, the early warning signs surely are.

Despite a constitutional limit of two terms, President Ouattara’s
decision to run for a third term has led to violence protests result-
ing in deaths, injuries, and countless arrests.

It is imperative that we call attention to this dangerous situation
and urge action to prevent violence and save lives.

My resolution, H. Res. 1150, does just that. By reaffirming the
relationship between the United States and Cote D’Ivoire while
raising concerns about the likelihood of instability stemming from
the upcoming election.

The resolution calls on the Ivoirian government and all political
parties to commit to free, fair, and peaceful elections, protect and
support citizens and their access to valid information, and to com-
bat disinformation, hate speech, and violence.

Finally, the resolution States that the United States will stand
with the Ivoirian people in support of peace, democracy, religious
and ethnic tolerance and stability.

I urge my colleagues to support this very time sensitive and im-
portant resolution, and the entire en bloc package.

And with that, I yield the balance of my time.

Chairman ENGEL. The gentleman yields back. Thank you, Mr.
Phillips.

Mr. Levin.

Mr. LEVIN. Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman. I want to start
by adding voice to the avalanche of appreciation for you. We will
have other opportunities to do that at greater length.

But I—from the first day I courted you to join the committee it
has just been such a pleasure working with you. I have learned so
much from you and you have been so kind to me, and I just deeply
appreciate your leadership.

And, you know, I appreciate this markup and the incredible work
of you and Mr. McCaul working together and so many of my col-
leagues, from Mr. Phillips with Cote d’Ivoire to Hong Kong to
Tibet, all around this world the members of this committee are
standing up for human rights and democracy, and I am proud to
play a part in it.

And I really want to thank you specifically for considering Mr.
Chabot’s and my resolution urging the Burmese government to
allow for free, fair, inclusive, transparent, participatory, and cred-
ible elections in Burma next month, this November.

When we pass this resolution today we will send a strong signal
to the Burmese people that we are with you as you continue the
often dangerous but absolutely essential work of democratizing
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Burma and achieving sustainable peace and human rights for all
there.

The past few years have been marred by terrible tragedy, none
more devastating than the genocide of the Rohingya people.

At the same time, the government has oppressed other religious
and ethnic minorities, restricted civil society and freedom of the
press, silenced government critics, cutoff internet services. The list
goes on and on.

These elections can be a chance to start turning the tide in
Burma. Today, with one voice, we make clear that this body is
united in its commitment and our commitment to seeing that tide
turn.

I hope the administration will join us in supporting the Burmese
people and work hard to see that these upcoming elections are free,
fair, inclusive, transparent, participatory, and really credible.

We have to support the right to vote for communities that have
been disenfranchised. We have to see to it that conflict is not used
as an excuse to deny people the right to vote and we have to make
sure U.S.-based social media companies do not allow their plat-
forms—sound familiar? To be used as vehicles for spreading misin-
formation or advocating violence or voter intimidation.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I want to note that 1 year ago today I
was on my way to Bangladesh where I visited Rohingya refugees
in Cox’s Bazar.

I have talked about this before, and let me just say it is so impor-
tant that Burma create conditions for the voluntary return of the
Rohingya people. That means freedom of movement, provision of
civil documentation, and a transparent pathway to the restoration
of full citizenship.

I heard one thing over and over again from the people I met last
year, that they want to go home. For their sake, for all the Bur-
mese people, I hope the elections in November are a step forward
on the path of true democracy and real human rights for all.

I thank Mr. Chabot again for partnering with me on this, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Chairman ENGEL. The gentleman yields back. Thank you very
much, Mr. Levin.

Ms. Omar.

[No response.]

Chairman ENGEL. Okay. We will move on to Mr. Malinowski.

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member McCaul, first, I just want
to join all of my colleagues in thanking you for the cooperation and
hard work that has enabled us to come together again and again
in a bipartisan way to speak for America to the world, and we are
doing that today in a number of respects, particularly on the issue
of promoting human rights around the world.

There are several bills that I am particularly happy to see mov-
ing, the first of which has been mentioned by a number of my col-
leagues, the Hong Kong People’s Freedom and Choice Act of 2020.

We have discussed this before in committee and since then our
worst predictions about the implications of Hong Kong’s new na-
tional security legislation has started to come true.
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Pro-democracy candidates have been banned from running for of-
fice. Protestors are being locked up, journalists imprisoned. Even
today, thousands of police have been stopping and searching people
gn masse as demonstrators took to the streets on China’s national

ay.

What this bill does is to simply take up the mantle of leadership
that the United States has long held as a refuge for people fleeing
some of the most repressive regimes of our time, from Nazi Ger-
many to the Soviet Union to Cuba to the Arab dictatorships to
Assad’s Syria, and many more.

It says that those being persecuted in Hong Kong can have expe-
dited access to the United States as refugees. Those already in the
United States, Hongkongers who fear going back, will have protec-
tion here.

This is a good thing. It is a first step. I hope we continue to take
further steps in this direction, including by opening our doors to a
much wider range of people in Hong Kong who may want to make
their lives in the United States and contribute their talents to us.

The message to Beijing is very, very simple, that if you continue
your efforts to crush the people of Hong Kong you are going to lose
the wealth and talent and energy of this extraordinary place to the
United States and your loss will be very much America’s gain.

Turning to Russia, I am also happy to offer the amendment in
the nature of a substitute today for the McGovern resolution decry-
ing Putin’s attempted assassination of Alexei Navalny.

This is not the first attempt at poisoning by Putin. It is a pre-
ferred method of his, allowing him some plausible deniability for
his actions while at the same time striking fear into the hearts of
his opponent.

There have been numerous such attempts, some successful, some
not. Alexander Litvinenko in 2006, Boris Berezovsky in 2013,
Vladimir Kara-Murza 2015, and again in 2017 several others.

When you do not stand up to this kind of stuff it encourages even
more or worse, and our resolution says enough. We are going to
work with our allies to seek accountability for Putin’s actions.

There are a lot of other really great bills. I want to particularly
thank some of the folks we have worked with on the Hong Kong
bill, which has been fully bipartisan—Mr. Curtis, Mr. Kinzinger,
Mr. Castro—for their leadership on this issue.

I also want to thank some of the staff who have been deeply in-
volved—dJen Hendrickson White on Mr. Engel’s staff, Ami Shah on
the Judiciary Committee, Troy Dougal with Mr. Curtis’s office, Sid
Ravishankar in Mr. Castro’s office—for the long hours they spent
developing the best possible legislative solutions for dealing with
the crisis in Hong Kong.

And, of course, all the members who have joined on the Navalny
resolution, the resolution that Mrs. Wagner offered as well—really,
really important, expressing our interest in protecting human
rights in countries that are taking advantage of the pandemic to
crack down on their people.

All in all, T think we are sending some extraordinarily important
messages today and I am very, very happy to work with you, Mr.
Chairman and Ranking Member McCaul, to move these forward.

Thank you, and I yield back.
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Chairman ENGEL. Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr.
Malinowski.

Ms. Omar.

Ms. OMAR. Thank you, Chairman.

First, I would like to speak to House Resolution 1012, recog-
nizing the importance of our alliance with South Korea. I support
this resolution, but I also feel that we, as a committee, have missed
a real opportunity today.

The best way to truly demonstrate our commitment to our part-
nership with South Korea and with the Korean people is to call for
a formal end to war, a war that even today keeps Korean families
separated.

I hope this committee will take action soon.

I would also like to speak a little about sanctions. By my ac-
count, today’s markup includes seven different pieces of legislation
that authorize, encourage, and otherwise refer to sanctions.

And this is not unusual. I think in almost every markup we have
held we have included some sanction legislation. But we have not
taken a moment to consider the use of sanctions in a thoughtful
way.

It is easy to justify each individual sanction. Yes, there must be
consequences for election interference, for human rights violations,
and for subverting democracy, though we need to ask ourselves are
sanctions always the correct answer.

I am afraid that Congress has become too reliant on sanctions.
We reach for them as the easiest solution to whatever problem we
face.

But they are often not a solution at all. They are often deeply
painful for the populations of the countries we sanction, the very
people we are trying to help. They drive bad actors into the black
market by cutting them off from international financial institu-
tions.

They are extremely easy to implement but extremely difficult to
remove. They put extra burdens on human rights organizations,
peace building organizations, and people trying to do good and pro-
ductive work in violent and repressive places.

We can say it is different when they are targeted. But I am not
sure it is true. Above all, we do not even know if they work. I doubt
they do in most cases.

If sanctions on a country would help lead them to democracy and
human rights, North Korea would have been a thriving democracy
in the 1960’s. We all share the goal of accountability and justice.
I just do not believe sanctions help us toward that goal most of the
time.

I encourage this committee to think more deeply about what
tools are available to us and to think more about the long-term con-
sequences of our actions.

Thank you, and I yield back.

Chairman ENGEL. Mr. Trone.

Mr. TRONE. Thank you, Chairman Engel, for your leadership of
this committee and for scheduling today’s markup.

The last 2 years it has been a real honor and a pleasure working
with you and your team. So thank you so much.
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We are considering a number of important pieces of legislation
today and I am proud to co-sponsor many of them, like the Rep-
resent America Abroad Act introduced by Chairwoman Karen Bass.

But I would like to primarily speak about a bill I introduced with
Ranking Member Michael McCaul, H.R. 7990, the FENTANYL Re-
sults Act. Right now, millions of Americans are suffering from ad-
diction.

I know this pain all too well. I watched and tried to help as my
nephew battled addiction for 5 years before losing his life to
Fentanyl overdose in 2016.

Unfortunately, this story is an all too common reality in America.
Since his passing, we have seen dramatic and alarming increase in
Fentanyl and other synthetic opioids across our country. This
threat has only increased in connection with the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

In parts of my district in Maryland, opioid overdose are up 50-
plus percent this time over last year. To put it even more starkly,
this year Fentanyl has been involved in 93 percent of all opioid-re-
lated deaths in Maryland.

We need to tackle this opioid crisis from every angle and that in-
cludes working with our international partners to curb drug traf-
ficking.

That is why I introduced the Fighting Emerging Narcotics
Through Additional Nations to Yield Lasting Results, or the
FENTANYL Results Act, with Ranking Member McCaul. This bill
will authorize two programs through the State Department to build
foreign law enforcement capacity to detect synthetic drugs.

The FENTANYL Results Act is a serious step in the fight against
global synthetic drug trade. I would like to thank Ranking Member
McCaul for partnering with me on this important legislation and
Chairman Engel for helping us get this bill where it is today.

It has been a privilege to be appointed by the speaker to the
Commission on Combating Synthetic Opioid Trafficking. There, I
will work with my fellow commissioners to continue to develop bi-
partisan solutions to stop the flow of illicit opioids into America.

To put it simply, we have got to get it done. Lives are at stake.
Thank you, and I yield back.

Chairman ENGEL. The gentleman yields back.

Are any other members seeking recognition?

[No response.]

Chairman ENGEL. Hearing no further requests for recognition,
the committee will proceed.

[Pause.]

Chairman ENGEL. Okay. I am told there is a technical issue. So
we are going to wait a couple of minutes to resolve it.

[Pause.]

Chairman ENGEL. Okay. We are going to take a brief recess for
a few minutes until we get this straightened out. So the committee
is now in recess.

[Brief recess.]

Chairman ENGEL. We now call the committee back in order. I
understand our difficulties—technical difficulties—have been taken
care of.
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So hearing no further requests for recognition, are there any fur-
ther requests for recognition?

[No response.]

Chairman ENGEL. Okay. Having no further requests, the com-
mittee will proceed to consider the noticed items en bloc.

Pursuant to the previous order, the question occurs on the meas-
ure