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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535
December 2, 2019
MR. JASON LEOPOLD
BUZZFEED NEWS
7TH FLOOR
1630 CONNECTICUT AVENUE NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20009
FOIPA Request No.: 1432673-000
Civil Action No.: 19-cv-01278
Subject: All 302's of individuals who were
questioned/interviewed by FBI Agents working for the
Office of Special Counsel Robert Mueller
Dear Mr. Leopold:
The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5,
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Below you will find checked boxes under applicable statutes for the
exemptions asserted to protect information exempt from disclosure. The appropriate exemptions are noted on the
processed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was inserted to indicate
where pages were withheld entirely pursuant to applicable exemptions. An Explanation of Exemptions is enclosed to
further explain justification for withheld information.
Section 552

r,;

(b)(1)
(b)(2)

p

(b)(3)

Federal Rules of

(b)(7)(A)

(d)(5)

(b)(7)(B)

(j)(2)

(b)(7)(C)

(k)(1)

(b)(7)(D)

(k)(2)

(b)(7)(E)

(k)(3)

(b)(7)(F)

(k)(4)

(b)(4)

(b)(8)

(k)(5)

(b)(5)

(b)(9)

(k)(6)

Criminal Procedure 6(e)
50 U.S.C § 3024(i)

R°

Section 552a

f.7
f.7
f.7
f.7
f.7

f,7 (b)(6)

(k)(7)

506 pages were reviewed and 231 pages are being released.

P

Deletions were made by the Department of Justice/Office of Information Policy. To appeal those
denials, please write directly to that agency.

Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request and the enclosed FBI
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.
Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other
Government Agency (ies) [OGA].
This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you.
We are consulting with another agency. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information
when the consultation is completed.
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Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your
request. "Part 1" of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. "Part 2" includes
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals. "Part 3" includes general
information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions.
Although your request is in litigation, we are required by law to provide you the following information:
You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, Sixth Floor, 441 G Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20001, or you may submit an appeal
through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following website:
https://www.foiaonline.gov/foiaonlinelaction/public/home. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit your
appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal."
Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.
You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services
(OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 207 40-6001, e-mail at
ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769. Alternatively,
you may contact the FBl's FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaguestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute
resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state "Dispute Resolution Services." Please
also crte the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.
Please direct any further inquiries about this case to the Attorney representing the Government in this
matter. Please use the FOIPA Request Number and/or Civil Action Number in all correspondence or inquiries
concerning your request.

p

See additional information which follows.

Sincerely,

~

David M. Hardy
Section Chief
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Information Management Division

Enclosures
Additional Information:
In response to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, enclosed is a processed copy of
Bates Stamped documents, FBI (19-cv-1278)-504 through FBI (19-cv-1278)-1009. The enclosed documents
represent the second interim release of information responsive to your request. To minimize costs to both you and
the FBI, duplicate copies of the same document were not processed.
Additionally, included in this release are 50 pages of previously processed material. This material is being
provided to you per a court order. This material consists of Flynn 302's Bates 17-cv-397-1 through 17-cv-397-10,
Corney 302's FBI 18-cv-00932-1 through FBI 18-cv-00932-6, and Ohr 302's FBl(18cv2107)-1 through
FBl(18cv2107)-34
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FBI FOIPA Addendum
As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum
includes information applicable to your request.

requests.

Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all

Part 2 includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals.

Part 3 includes

general information about FBI records. For questions regarding Parts 1, 2, or 3, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under
"Contact Us." Previously mentioned appeal and dispute resolution services are also available at the web address.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:
(i)

5 U.S.C. § 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010)]. FBI responses are limited to those records
subject to the requirements of the FOIA Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the

VI/WW.fbi.gov/foia website.
(ii)

National Security/Intelligence Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of national security and
foreign intelligence records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b )(1 ), (b )(3), and PA exemption U)(2) as applicable to requests
for records about individuals [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2); 50 U.S.C § 3024(i)(1)]. The mere
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records Is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b )(3) [50 USC §
3024(i)(1 )]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that national security or foreign intelligence
records do or do not exist

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:

(i)

Requests for Records about any Individual-Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of
any individual's name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption 0)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§
552/552a (b )(7)(E), U)(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or
do not exist.

(if)

Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FB! can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any lncarcerated individual pursuant to
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 5521552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Part 3: General Information:

JA

(i)

Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by
searching those systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found. A reasonable search
normally consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records
consisting of applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled and maintained by
the FBI in the course of fulfilling law enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI
organization and encompasses the records of FBI Heodquorters (FBIHQ), FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attache Offices
(Legats) worldwide and Includes Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records. For additional information about our record
searches vigit
.fbi o

(ii)

FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on
every person, subject, or entity.

(iii)

Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks - often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheets. These criminal
history records are not the same as material in an investigative "FBI file." An Identity History Summary Check is a
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal
employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History
Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at vvvvvv.fbl.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks.
Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.ciis.gov. For additional information, please contact
CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.

(iv)

The National Name Check Program (NNCP). The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to
name check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and
domestic threats to national security. Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies, Private
citizens cannot request a name check.

39-403

01/17/2020

4
EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552
(h )( 1)

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept ~cretin the interest of national deft-'l1sc or foreign

(b)(2)

related solely to the internal personnel rnles and practices of an agency;

(b)(3)

specifically exempted from disclosure hy statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters
be withheld from the public in such a mmmer as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for \\ithholding or refers
to particular types of matters to he \\ithhekL

(b )(4)

trade secrets and commercial or financial infonnation obtained from a person and privileged or confidential:

(b )(5)

inter-agency or intra-agency tnt..'lnorandums or letters ,vhich would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order:

(h)(6)

personnel an<l medical files and similar files the disclosure ohvhich would constitute a dearly umvarrantc<l invasion of personal privacy:

(h )(7)

records or infrmnation compiled for lmv enforcement purposes, hut only to the extent that the production of such 1mv enforcement records or
infonnation (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere \\ith enforcement proceedings, ( B) \Yould deprive a person of a right to a fair
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C) could reasonably he expected to constitute m1 umvurranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D) could
reasonably be e:,q)Ccted to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private
institution which furnished infonnation on a confidential ba-,is, and, in the case oCrecord or infonnation compiled by a criminal lmv
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, :infomrntion illmished by a confidential source, ( E ) \Youl<l disclose techniques and procedures for lmvenforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or \vould disclose guidelines for lmv enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably he expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

(b )(8)

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared hy, on behalC oC or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supenision of financial institutions; or

(h)(9)

geological and geophysical infonnation and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a

JA

(d)(5)

infonnation compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proct.-eding;

(iX2)

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals:

(kX 1)

infomrntion v,;hich is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy,
for example, infonnation involving intelligence sources or methods;

(kX2)

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement pmposes, other th<m criminal, which <lid not result in loss of a right, henefit or privilege
under Federal programs, or ,Yhich would identi(v a source \\·ho furnished infonnation pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be
held in confidence~

(kX3)

material maintained in connection \Vith providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to
lhc authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056:

(kX 4)

required by statute to be maintained m1<l used solely as statistical records~

(kX5)

investigatory material compiled solely fortl1e purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information. the disclosure ohvhich would reveal the identity of the person v,il10 furnished
infonnation pursuant to a promise that his/her identity vvould be held in confidence;

(k:X6)

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the
release of ,,hich \\Ould compromise the testing or examination process:

(kX7)

material used to detern1ine potential for promotion in the anned s1..,'fvices, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person ·who
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity woul<l he hclJ. in conficknce.
FBIIDOJ
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOI/PA
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
Civil Action No.: 19-cv-1278 / 19-cv-1626
FOIA: 1432673-000 / 1433273-000
PDF Title: 19-cv-1278 Release 2 Bates 504-1009
Total Withheld Pages= 275

[.

..

"

B.ates Page
Reference
.

.

..

Re.a$oli for Withholding

--::

(i.e .• ; ~){emptio~~ with c9aed rai;ioriale;
duplicate, .seal~d · by order <;if court, etc\)

FBI(l 9cv1278l 555
FBI(l 9cv1278) 556

b5 per DOJ/OIP
b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBl(l 9cv1278) 557
FBI(l 9cv1278) 558

b5 per DOJ/OIP
b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 559

b5 per DO1/0IP

FBl(l 9cv1278) 562

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 563

b5 per D01/0IP; b6; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 591

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 594

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 598

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 600

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 603

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBl(l 9cv1278) 605

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 607

b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C

FBl(l 9cv1278) 608

b5 per DOJ/OJP

FBl(l 9cv1278) 609

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 610

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 611

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 612

b5 per DO1/0IP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 614

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBl(l 9cv1278) 615

b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7 A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C

FBl(l 9cv1278) 617

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(l 9cv1278) 620

b5 per DO1/OIP; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 623

b3;b6;b7C;b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 624

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C; b7E

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X

x
X

Deleted Page(s)
X
No Duplication Fee X
For this Page
X

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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FBl(l 9cv1278) 62 5

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 626

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOT/OIP; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 627

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 628

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOT/OIP; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 629

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 630

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 631

b3; b6; b7 A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C

FBl(l 9cv1278) 632

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 633

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOI/OIP; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 63 7

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 638

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 639

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 640

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 641

b3; b6; b7A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 642

b3; b6; b7C

FBI(l 9cv1278) 687

Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 688

Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 689

Dunlicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 690

Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 691

Dunlicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 692

Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 693

Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 694

Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 695

Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 696

Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 697

Duplicate

FBl(l 9cv1278) 698
FBI(l 9cv1278) 699

Duplicate
Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 700
FBl(l 9cv1278) 701

Duplicate
Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 702

Duplicate

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X
X

X

Deleted Page(s)
X
No Duplication Fee X
For this Page
X

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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FBI(l 9cv1278) 703

Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 704

bS per DOJ/OIP
b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E
b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(l 9cv1278) 706
FBI(l 9cv1278) 707
FBI(l 9cv1278) 708
FBl(l 9cv1278) 709
FBl(19cv1278) 710
FBI(l 9cv1278) 711
FBI(l 9cv1278) 712

b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E
b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E
b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E
b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E
b3;b7E

FBl(l 9cv1278) 713

b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(l 9cv1278) 714
FBI(l 9cv1278) 715

b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E
b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 716
FB1(19cv1278) 717

b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b7E
b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 718
FBl(19cv1278) 719

b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E
b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 720

b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 721

b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(l 9cv1278) 722

b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 723

b3; bS per DO1/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(l 9cv1278) 724

b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 727

bl; b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7D; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 728

bl; b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(l 9cv1278) 729

bl; b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 730

bl; b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(l 9cv1278) 731

bl; b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 732

bl; b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 733

bl; b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(l 9cv1278) 73 5

b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 736

bl; b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b7E
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FBI(19cv1278) 737

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 738

bl; b3; b5 per DO1/0IP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 739

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 7 40

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 741

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 7 42

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 7 43

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 7 44

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 7 45

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 7 46

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 747

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 7 48

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 7 49

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 750

bl; b3; b5 uer DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 751

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7A; b7C; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 752

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7A; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 753

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7A; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 754

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7A; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 755

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 756

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 757

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 758

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 759

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 760

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 761

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 762

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 763

b3; b5 per DO1/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 764

b3; b5 per DO1/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 765

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 766

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 767

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7A; b7C; b7E
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FBl(19cv1278) 768

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 769

bl; b3; b5 per DO!/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 770

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 771

bl; b3; b5 per DO!/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 772

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 773

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 77 4

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 775

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 776

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 777

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 778

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 779

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 780

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7D; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 781

bl; b3; b5 oer DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 782

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 783

bl; b3; b5 oer DOJ/OIP; b6; b7A; b7C; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 784

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 785

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 786

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 787

b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 788

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 789

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 790

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 791

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 792

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 793

bl; b3; b5 oer DOJ/OIP; b7E

FB1(19cv1278) 794

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 795

bl; b3; b5 oer FBI and DOJ /OIP; b6; b7C; b7E
bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E
bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI (19cv1278) 796
FB1(19cv1278) 797
FBl(19cv1278) 798

bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E
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bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7D; b7E
bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DO!/OIP; b7D; b7E
bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 802

bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DO!/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(l 9cv1278) 803

bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 804

bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 805

bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 806

bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 807

bl; b3; bS per FBI and DOf/OIP; b7D; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 808

bl; b3; bS per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 809

bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 810

bl; b3; bS per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 811

bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI (19cv1278) 812
FBI(l 9cv1278) 813

bl; b3; bS per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7D; b7E
bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7D; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 814

bl; b3; bS per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 815
FBl(l 9cv1278) 816

bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 817
FBI(l 9cv1278) 818

bl; b3; bS per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7D; b7E
bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E
bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 819
FBI(l 9cv1278) 820

bl; b3; bS per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7E
bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 821

bl; b3; bS per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7D; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 822

bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 823

bl; b3; b5 per FBI and DOJ/OIP; b7A; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 824

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7A; b7C; b7D; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 82 5

bl; b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 826

b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 827

bl; b3; bS per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7A; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 828

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7A; b7C; b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278) 829

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7A; b7C; b7E
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FBl(19cv1278) 830

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7A; b7C; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 831

bl; b3; b5 per DO1/0IP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 832

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7A; b7C; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 845

b5 per DO1/0IP

FBI(19cv1278) 850

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBl(19cv1278) 851

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 854

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 855

b5 per DOJ/OIP; b7 A; b7B per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 856

b5 per DO1/OIP; b7 A; b7B per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 858

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 859

b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 860

b5 Der DOJ/OIP; b7 A; b7B per DOJ/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 861

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 862

b5 Der DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 863

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBl(19cv1278) 880

b5 Der DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C

FBI(19cv1278) 881

b5 Der DOJ/OIP

FBl(19cv1278) 883

b5 Der DO1/OIP; b6; b7C

FBI(19cv1278) 884

b5 oer DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 885

b5 oer DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C

FBI(19cv1278) 889

b5 Der DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 890

b5 Der DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C

FBI(19cv1278) 915

b5 Der DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C

FBI(19cv1278) 916

b5 Der DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C

FBl(19cv1278) 921

b5 Der DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 922

b5 oer DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 923

b5 oer DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C

FBl(19cv1278) 924

b5 Der DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 926

b5 Der DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C

FBI(19cv1278) 927

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C

FBI(19cv1278) 928

b5 per DOJ/OIP
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FBJ(19cv1278) 929

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 932

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 933

b5 per DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C

FBI(19cv1278) 934

b5 per DO1/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 93 5

b5 per DOJ/OJP

FBI(19cv1278) 938

b5 per DO]/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 940

bl; b3; b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 941

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 942

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 943

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 944

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 945

b5 per DOJ/OJP

FBl(19cv1278) 950

b5 per DOJ/OJP

FBI(19cv1278) 951

b5 Der DO1/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 954

b5 per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278) 957

b5 Der DOJ/OIP

FBl(19cv1278) 960

b5 per DOJ/OJP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 961

b5 Der DOJ/OIP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 962

b5 Der DOJ/OJP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 963

b5 Der DO1/OIP; b7E

FBl(19cv1278) 965

b5 Der DOJ/OJP; b6; b7C; b7E

FBI(19cv1278) 966

Duolicate

FBI(19cv1278) 967

Duolicate

FBI(19cv1278) 968

Duolicate

FBI(19cv1278) 969

Duolicate

FBI(19cv1278) 970

Duolicate

FBl(19cv1278) 971

Duolicate
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Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 973

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 974

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 975

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 976

Duplicate

FBl(19cv1278) 977

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 978

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 979

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 980

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 981

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 982

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 983

Duplicate

FBl(19cv1278) 984

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 985

Duplicate

FBl(19cv1278) 986

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 987

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 988

Duplicate

FBl(19cv1278) 989

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 990

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 991

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 992

Duplicate

FBl(19cv1278) 993

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 994

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 995

Duplicate

FBl(19cv1278) 996

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 997

Duplicate

FBI(19cv1278) 998

Duplicate
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FB1(19cv1278) 999

Duolicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 1000

Duplicate

FB1(19cv1278) 1001

Duplicate

FBl(l 9cv1278) 1002

Duplicate

FB1(19cv1278) 1003

Duplicate

FBl(l 9cv1278) 1004

Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 1005

Duplicate

FBl(l 9cv1278) 1006

Duplicate

FBl(l 9cv1278) 1007

Duplicate

FBI(l 9cv1278) 1008

Duplicate

FBl(l 9cv1278) 1009

Duplicate
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

06/12/2018

Datcofcnily

Richo.rd Gates was lntervi.ewed at 395 E Street SW, Washlnglon, D.C. ln Lhe
his attorney, Tom G:::een. Present .!:or the interview were Superv.:..sory
presence
Special. Agent (SSl\) ~ - - - - ~ Spec.:_a.: Agent (SA) ,__ _ _ _ _ _ __. Senioc::
l\.ssislant Specia::.. Counsel_ (SASC) 1\ndrew Goldstein, and Si\SC Greg Andres. A.:t.er
being advised
Lhe- oC.C.Lci.a:. identities o.C the lnterviewl.ng parL-~s and Lhe
nature o..': the inte:::view, Gales p:::ov~ded the fol.:owlng info:::-maL.:on:
l\.:'.::ter the 2016 Presidentla.: e:'..ectlon, Gate-~ spent Novenbe::: 10
al '2.':::.•ump 'i:ower.

On Novembe::: :3,

b6

b7C

November 13, 20l6

Gales became Lhe Deputy Chairman Zor Lhe

i.naugu::'.'ation and went to Washington, D. C. to work on the president id.:.
lnaugu.:::aLi.on.
2-n the t::::ansit..i-on pe::::iod, Gates had less contact w_:_th Flynn than he had during the
canpa..:..gn pe.:::lod. Gales estinaled he had a hand.i:u.::.. o~ cal::..s wl.Lh F:ynn and that
they d..(.scussed potentia.2. cab_-:_nel oi::::icial.s, speclal. assistant. pos.itions, how r:iany
peop:e F'l.ynn wanted to i.nvit.e to the i-naugu:::-at.ion, and at.her log.:..st:l.cs natters.
Gales had a. l.itt:.e more contact with K':: McFa:::-land than he d.!..d wi.Lh Flynn. He had
gotten to know her on t.he car.,pa.::.gn and thought they had good chenist::::y. Gates
thought o:: McFa::::land as one o~ a .=e-w peop::..e capabJ.e o[ b:::-eaking dovm things so
that '.then ·candidale] Donald -=:-rump cou:.d unde.c:sland. McFa.:::l.and saL through a lot
personnel dec.:sions and in Le.::::v lews.

b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Im•estlgationon

04/18/2018

at Washington, District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person)

Datcdrnftcd

05/15/2018

Filc#I
b;

,_I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

b6
b7C
b7A
b7E

This document contains neither tccommcndations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propetty of the FBI and is loaned to yom agency: it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP

I

b7C

Gales did not ::-eca::..l hear.~ng aboul
F.:..ynn, and Kis.::..yak..

November 20,

2016 DPeLing

Kushne::::,

Gates was not aware o.: a Decer.1be.:r _:3, 2016 neeting between Kushner and Go::::kov.

~~Al
'------------------------------------~-;_~_P..,rw/0~

l

b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Gates did not ta.:.k about Russia w-',l.h F.1..ynn. Gates did not hear about F.:..ynn's
cor:u:mnicat.:..ons w_;_Lh Klslyak until ai:te:r Lhe ..'.:act~.
Gates was .surp::lsed when F.7..ynn was fired. He thought F.7..ynn had a good ::::-elaL.:..on!3hip
with '::rump and that '.::_'rump had not wanted to fi_re F::..ynn but. ::'.:'elt 2.ike he had no
choice.
·..:·he Nationa::.. Security Advisor cannot lie to t.he Vice Pres_dent and not.
have anything happen to hir.1 because o:: -'.L.
Gates said PE-nee went to ',;:'rump about
:C.:.:::.ing Flynn and hi? lhoughl~ ll. was one o.'.: Lhe lew Limes Pence pushed ':'rur:'lp ha::::d
like Lhat..
b6
b7A
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Gates hea..:.·d lhaL a.'.:"te.::- St=>s3lons recused hln~el.'.: .f.::on Lhe Russ.La .i.nvesLlgatlon,
·:;:·.:::-unp was "on lhe wa:cpat-h" and SL'l.::.d he wou.:...d .CJ.re Sesslons, but Lhal ~·rui:ip did not.
..':o~low th.:::ough. Gates heard was that the :::ecusal had been done by Don McGahn and
~ e s s ~ d '~':::.•ump h~d not ~eef cgn,m~ ted(
Gates hea.:cd about '~'rump I s react-.:.on
.:.ronL--..,J R1..ck Dearborn, a n d ~ - - - - ~ Gates sai.d sor:ie people thought ·.:::cump
wou.:..d have been okay w.LLh the r~cusa::. ii:" he had been noLi.Ll.ed .:.n advance.

bG

b C
7

Prior to Sessions' recusal, Gales had not had conversali..ons w.i.Lh anyone aboul
recusa2.. issues. A[te:::: the :cecusa.:..., he recd..:..led conve:csa.ti..ons whe::::·e peop..:...e o.:::e..".'ed
thei::::- op.i.nlon that had Rudy Gi..u2.idn.i. been AtLorney GAnera.:..., he wou.:...d not hd.ve
recused h.:...r::ise:L.:::. Gales knew G.i.ulian,:;,. had been the fi.rsl choice :"o:r Alto.:ney
Ge-neral, buL tu.::ned i.t down because he wanled to be Secretary o..'.:: SLa.te .instead.
Gates had no .!::i.:rsthand awareness 0£ Trump's views on James Corney. NeiLhe.: Gates
~ - - - - ~ h a . c t conve::sations with ':;_'..".'ur:1p about Coney's termination.
Gales was
surprised 'l':cuf'.lp actua:'..ly fi::::ed Cof'.ley, s::...nce Gales dld not think T:cump .[o.2.2.owecl
through with ~.i.;:ing people.
Gates Lhought "::'.::ump was :C::::ust.:::ated with a :oL o:'.:: ~~A

~. ~:Tes, t. j~:~·

o~, Jus.-

Lhe Depar~::en. t.
t ~ce and. F B I . ~ ~old Ga~e~, he htb?B Per DOJ/OIP
~-'--'r:l
and r: _..cebus that J..!..ur:1p sa_d th_.ngs needed to oe _a""- and equa_ andb?C _
-=..t was not .'.::ai:::.' no one was J...ook.-=..ng at Hil2.ary Ci-=..nton .

.ln genera.::.., '_!.'.!:ump's vi.ew o~ lhe Russi.a ~nvestigat.Lon was that
_egit.ir.-iacy o~ hls wi.n.

:..t

attacked the

b7A
b6
:
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

~-------------------------------------~
Discussions of Pardons:
~he possibi:i.ty or pardons came up a couple o.'.:: nonths a::=te= Gates'
.::...nct.::.ctmenl.
·.:::·here we::::-e sto:cies about lhe FE.!.. ond DOJ be.:.ng co::::::::upt. and Mana.:o::-l
said he wi'ls hav::..ng conversa.t::...ons ~.-.rith '.then Counse.::.. to the P:'.'.'es~denlJ ,John Dowd,
as was Mana::':o..::-t. 1 s .:;_a..-ye:::.
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=n Octobe.r: or November o: 20::. 7, Gu.Les and Mana.::::o::::-L had a conversatlon ln which
Manafort indicated they wouid "get Lhrough it," that~ the cha.:::ges we.::e l.:::umped up
and "BS" and Lhey would :figu::-e _L out and Lhe.:::e was mo:::-e to cor:1e.
Gates had lhe
sense Mana..'.:o.ct was say.:;.ng to Gates nol to plead.
Mana.Co.ct tol.d Gates the Nunes
::epo::-t ,mulct come oul soon and Lhere would be sone bonbshe2.ls ln _l.
Mana..Co.:::t.
said he talked to Dowd and they had ta:ked about sta.::.·ting a :egal cte:ense
l:und.
ManaEo::::L dld nol say whethe:::: Dowd h:::oughL up Nunes.
::.n January 20:8, CNN leaked thal a p:ea ag::::eemenl had been .::.-eached, and Manafort
to=.ct Gates people ,,.,e:ce wor.:::-_._.ed .::.t was L:ue.
Gates called Mana.::ort and told h.:..m it.
was noL true.
Manaforl lold Gates that he (Manafo::::t) had cal:1_ed Dowd and a2.so
to:ct Dowd ~t w~s not t:cue that Gates had reached a plea ag::::eenent.
Manaio::::t said
sof'.lething i.:.ke, 11 ::;: talked to Dowd. : 've cove:::-ed you at Lhe Wh.!..te House" and added
that a J..ega.: de.'.:ense ..':und was coning and they we.::e go.::.ng to "Lake ca::::e o.:
us. 11 Manai"o.:::l LoJ..d Gales the.::.-e we.::e two funds out there.
:-he Li..::sl ¼'as ca::~d
"Pat::::-iot. De.Eense Funds" and .'._t cove2:ed White House sta.'.:.:E.
'_'._'he other iund would
cove.:: anyone outs..i..de oI the 1/'Jh.:Le House and Manai:"orL and Sates wou=.ct be "f:. and #2
on that 2.i.st."
Mana.fort told Gates it was stupid Lo p~ead and that he would get a better deal
down Lhe ::-oad.
Mana.Co.:::L said he had been in touch with Dowd and ::::epeated Lhey
should "s.i.L ti.ghL" and "we'll be Laken ca.:::e of." Manaiorl neve.c exp::..i.c.i.t::..y
mentioned pa.cdons. GaLes asked Mana:Co.::t out.eight . :___:: anyone nenLioned pa.cdons and
Mana..Corl said no one used Lhal word.
::.n Feb.:::uary 20~8, lhe day befo-=e Gates ente.:::ed h.:.s plea, Mana:'.orl ca2.led Cates and
and his Lone was that. Gates shouid "stick Lo your guns, we' 1_.:;__ get through
th.i.:s." Ma.na::::oc::-t. Lo:d Gales Lhat he had been on the phone w.i.th Dowd and his
at.to::::ney when ·~·runp appa.:::ently wa_:_ked __:._nto the room with Dowd and sa.::_d lo Mana.'.:o::::t
wo.::ds to lhe effect o,: "st.ay sl:::-ong." Mana£ort lold Gates LhaL Kushne.::: had sent
h.i.n emal2.s oi support and that he cou=.ct show the emd.ils to Gates if Lhey we:::-e
toget.her.
Gales had the sense the eroa.i.::..s Mana..'.:"o.:::t mentioned were recent.
Gates
had no basis to trust Mana£ort and t,hought the conve:csation was des.::_gned to
convince Gates not Lo plead gui_ty.
By then, Ga.tea had already made h.i.s
decision.
Gates added that Mana.[ort t.alked a b.::.g gaf'.le, but Gates had no
con.Cldence what he sa..i..d was L::::ue.
Gal.es LhoughL
~ - - - ~ ' :..i..slened to the t.e::..ephone ca:-..l between M'~a-n-a"'c_o_Ll'"._d_n_d,..,,G""u""t_e_s_,"'G""u'"'l-.e-s""""'ct-i'"'ct___
qo""'L~

b6
b7C

Lell Mana.Cort oLhe::::s l_stened to the ca:l.
'..L'he day of Gates I p.:ea, Mana::-o.:::L ca::.;_ect again and went. Lhrough a _:_ast r:.1inute
appeal lhat Gales not plea. Ma.naiort oenL..Loned lhe 2.egal defense Iund ..Ln that Cc'J.2.l
as wel:.
1.'hat wRs the last ti.ne Gates spoke to Manafo:rt, but they have
cor:imLrnlcated by Lexl; ManaEo:-:L sent GaLes a LexL message congralu::._aL.'.ng h.:._m :o:::
getting r_d o.::: his Gl?S mon.ito:::: at one point.
ln one of: the calls with Manafort, Mana.:ort. told Gates that Trump was "watching
the le: case. n Gates al.so noted that the media asked ·::-::-ump about G?lLe~ al one point
and 'l'::::unp had no response. Gates thought that was Gu:c.·p.:ising and that "..L'::::unp would
have gone a!:Le:: hlm.
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on hls p:l.ea ao:rangements.
know; Gates gol no ind.:.cation

sure the source

when he d.i..d.

Gal.es kne,.w
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FD-302 (Rev. 5-8-to)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Datcofcntty

11/28/2018

I

b6
b7C

Michael Dean Cohen, date of birthl
was telephonically
interviewed in the presence of his attorneys Guy Petrillo and Amy Lester
from the
offices of Petrillo Klein & Boxer LLP, 655 Third Avenue, New
York, NY. Participating in the interview were FBI Special Agent
(SA) .__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___, Senior Counselor to the Special Counsel
James L. Quarles, and Senior Assistant Special Counsel (SASC) Andrew D.
Goldstein. Also present from the Special Counsel's Office were SASC
Jeannie S. Rhee and Assistant Special Counsel L. Rush Atkinson. The
interview was conducted under the same proffer agreement as previous
interviews. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing agent,
Cohen provided the following information:
The concept of the "party line" and staying "on message" existed within
the Trump Organization during the campaign. During the campaign, when it
was reported that [then-Candidate] Donald Trump had ties to Russia, the
party line was that Trump had no business in Russia. Trump created the
message when he stated had no business in Russia and no relationships in
Russia. Trump created that party line when he said he had nothing to do
with Russia and had no deals. It became the talking point for others to

follow.
b5 per OOJ/OIP

I
b5 per OOJ/OIP

I
Im•estigationotl
File#

11/20/2018

at

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States

1

Datedrafted

(Phone)
11/25/2018

byLI_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. J - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

b6
b7C
b7E

This document contams neither rccommcndatwns nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to }Our agency; it and its contents are not
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(U)

Interview of Michael Cohen {telephonic

ContinuationofFD-302of /11.20.2018)

.On

1--------.-----------'jhe

11/20/2018

.Page

2 of 7

~--------b~5

per DOJ/OIP

should stay on message,___ _ _ _ _ _ ____.

,___ _ _ _~land everything would be fine.
In January 2017, after the dossier was made public,

I

b5 p er

DOJ/OIP

lcohen told Trump he had never been to Prague I

b5 per DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ/OIP

,___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~lthe JDA was working well together and that things

would end soon.

,___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
b_5_.r

o=/m,

,.w_h_.e_.n_c_o_h_e_n_f_1_·r_s_t_r_e_c_e_1_·v_e_d_l_e_t_t_e_r_.s_f_r_.o_m_c_o_n_g._r_e_s_s_.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_s.,.....per DOJ/OIP

' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ T h e initial focus of Congress'
inquiry was the dossier. Cohen did not have any concern about the dossier
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b7E

Interview of Michael Cohen ( telephonic
ContinuationofFD<t02of _ _
.2_0_._2_0_1_s_1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,011

11/20/2018

,Page

3 of 7

b5 per DOJ/OIP

allegations,

b5 per DOJ/OIP

!Cohen had never been to Praque or
b6
b7C

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b - 5 - p ~ r<

ON:;:•

b5 per DOJ/OIP
b6
b7C

FBI{19cv1278)-524

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

36
b7E
FD-302a (Re\'. O:'i-08-Hl)

Continuation ofFD-302 of

Interview of Michael Cohen (telephonic
.2018}

,Oa

11/20/2018

,P::ige

4 of

, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · b 5 _ p e r DOJ/OIP

if they stayed on message, the investigation had to come to an end soon,

that as a part of the JDA, Cohen was protected, which he would not be if
he "went rogue." At that time, Cohen's legal bills were being paid by the
Trump Organization.
Trump Tower Moscow first came up when a couple of reporters sent questions
about it to Cohen. Cohen's concern when the questions came in was that the
answers ma not be consistent with the messa e.
bS per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C
bS per DOJ/OIP

Cohen said the statement that Trump never considered traveling was false
and he put it in the letter to be consistent with the message.
He was
sensitive to the idea of Trump traveling to Russia because he wanted to
say there was no connection between Trump and Russia. He was protecting
Trump and did not want to contradict anything Trump said. Cohen was being

loyal.

bS

per DOJ/OIP

Cohen did not remove from the letter the line that said he
"limited
contact with Russian officials" and he did not know who did. He thought it
had to be someone from the JDA
b5 per POJ/OIP

,....;.;=....c.;;...;;;..;;....c===....;;;.;;;.c.c:......;.;.;c;_..;.;c.;;.;;....;;.;;==----------....-i-t-w-a-s-t-h-e--

b6

'-'.'!"'e"'c-,-i"'s-,-i"'o"'n--,,0-,---,-,,.,,--...,.,,,s-,-,,--,-=.,,--,-,,--,,=-=,,,-.,.,,,="'°"=-,.,-=,,..--,,p:,-u"s~n back.
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Interview of Micha.el Cohen (telephonic
ContinuationofFD-3-02 of _ _2_0_._2_0_l_8_!_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . On

11/20/2018

. Page

5 of 7

bS per DOJ/OIP

~---------------~
contest a decision of the JDA.

Cohen did tel1 Sekulow that he would not

bS per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

Sekulow and Cohen spoke on the telephone extensively on August 27, 2017,
the day before the Trump Tower Moscow letter was submitted to Congress.
Cohen told Sekulow there was more detail on Trump Tower Moscow, and
Sekulow told him to keep it short and tight and the matter would soon come
to an end. Sekulow told Cohen that "his client," referring to Trump,
wanted Cohen to cooperate and appreciated him.
Cohen told Sekulow there were details out there that weren't in the letter
b5 per DOJ/OIP
Cohen said there were more
communications with Russia and more communications with Trump than were
reflected and Sekulow responded that it was not necessary to elaborate or
include those details because the transaction did not take place. Sekulow
said there was no need to muddy the water. Sekulow said to stay on message
and to not over elaborate. Sekulow said it did not matter and Cohen should
not contradict Trump and that it was time to move on. Cohen agreed,
because it was what he was expected to do.

~-----------------~

Cohen vaguely recalled telling Sekulow that he had a call with a woman
from the Kremlin, but he did not tell him specifically the length of the
conversation or the sum and substance of her questions.
Sekulow's
response was in line with "so whatn and the deal never happened.
Cohen recalled specifically speaking to Trwnp about the call with Peskov's
office, close in time to when the call happened in early 2016. Cohen told
Trump he spoke with a woman from the Kremlin who had asked specific and
great questions about Trump Tower Moscow, and that he wished Trump
b5 per DOJ/OIP
Organization had assistants that were that good and competent. ~I_____,
described her as "someone
from the Kremlin." After that call, and a subsequent call with Felix
Sater, Cohen recalled he told Trump he was waiting to hear back from them.

FBI(19cv1278)-526

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

38
b7E
FD-302a (Rev. 05-08-10)

(U) Interview of Michael Cohen (telephonic
ContinuationofFD-302of /11.20.2018)

.On

11/20/2018

,Page

6 of 7

b5 per DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

Cohen attempted to follow the example set by Jared Kushner by publicly
releasinq the letter durino his Conaressional testimony, I

I

. - - - - - ' - - - - - - - - - - ' - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - ~ ~ - - - - - - - , . b 5 per DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ/OIP

~--------------------------~jsekulow
had also
commented to Cohen that Trump was happy with how things had gone with

I

Kushner.

,..c_o_h_e_n_a__n_d_s_e_k_·u__l_o_w_s_._o_k_·e_o_n_t_h_e_t_e_l__e_._h_o...n_e_o_n-'-s_e_,._t_e_m_b_e_r_2...0-'-,_2__0_1__7_._ _ _ _b_S......,per DOJ/OIP
.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __. Sekulow mentioned that Trwnp was pleased with

the Trump Tower Moscow statement that had gone out.
b5 per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C
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Interview of Michael Cohen ( telephonic
7 of 7

ContinuationofFD-302 of _ _
. 2_0_._2_0_1_s_1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . On _l_l_/_2_0_/_2_0_1_8_. Page

bS per DOJ/OIP

Cohen asked Sekulow about pardons after the news reported those
discussions were happening at the White House. He was not sure of the
~t_i_m_i_n~g"",_b_u_t_i_·t_w_a_s_a_f_.t_e_r_t_h_e_r_a_i_·d_s_a_t_h_i_·s_h_o_m_e_a_n_d_o_f_f_i_·c_.e_
• ..__ _ _ _ _ _b_S...,per DOJ /OIP

Co en sai
e
~a_l_o_y_a_l_l_a_w_y_e_r_a_n_d_s_e_r_v_a_n_t_a_n_d_a_l_l_o_f_a_s_u_d_d_e_n_h_e_w_a_s_,the subject of

been

search and seizure. Cohen said it was an uncomfortable position to be in
and wanted to know what was in it for him.

I

I

bS per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C
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b5 per DOJ/OIP
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry

08/14/2018

General (Ret) John Kelly, White House Chief of Staff, was interviewed

at the Special Counsel's Office, 395 E Street SW, Washingt~o_n_,_o_c_._ _ _ _ _~
Participating in the interview were FBI Special Agent (SA)

renior Counselor to the Special Counsel James L. Q~u_a_r_l_e_s~I~I~I-,-a-n-d-~
~S_e_n_i_o_r~Assistant Special Counsel Andrew Goldstein. Also present for the

b6
b7C

interview was Emmet T. Flood, Special Counsel to the President.
inquired as to whether he was a subject, target, or witness in the Special

Counsel's Office investigation and

informed he was a witness. After

being advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature of
the interview, Kelly provided the following information:
b5 per DOJ/OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIP

Kelly did not speak to anyone about the article
b5 per DOJ/OIP

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person)

Filc;•~======~===,------------------Datcdrafled

08/06/2018

Investigationon

08/02/2018

at

b_; ~ - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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b7C
b7E

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBl nnd 1s lo,med lo your ngency; 1t and its contents are not
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~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ K e l l y did not speak to Don McGahn about the
article when it came out, and he did not tell anyone he had done so.

Kelly recalled a conversation with the President and McGahn in the OvalbS per DOJ/OIP
Office where thev discussed the article.I

In the Oval Office meeting, the President asked if McGahn had seen and
read the article and told McGahn that he did not recall any discussion bS per DOJ/OIP

about firin

Mueller.
Kelly described the conversation

as ''a little tense.u

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - T h e President may
have asked McGahn to correct the record, but McGahn was insistent that it
had happened the way he remembered. The President said it was not the way
he remembered it. Kelly assumed "correct the record" meant for McGahn to
call the New York Times to correct the story.
b5 per DOJ/OIP

After the meetin
office

in the Oval Office, McGahn and Kell

went to Kell 's b5 per DOJ/OIP

but knew

McGahn was insistent that he and the President "did have that
conversation."I

Kelly and the President did not discuss the oval Office meeting after the
fact.
b5 per DOJ/OIP
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bS per DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ/OIP

I
bS per DOJ/OIP

Kelly reviewed a copy of his notes bearing Bates stamp WH000017684, dated
Monday, 5 Feb 2018.

, - - - ' - ' - - - - - - - - L . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - , 5 per DOJ/OIP

The notes read in part: "POTUS

Don McGahn letter

Mueller+

He did not
'----------------'
meant.

recall what the notes
Kelly did not recall whether the President asked McGahn to write
a letter. He thou ht the President ma have "mused" about it.
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~L_e_w_a_n_d~o_w_s~k-1__a_n_d_t~h-e-P~r-e_s_1_d~e-n_t__s_t_1_l_l_s_p_o_k_e_a_n_d_w_e_r_e_c_l_o_s_e_.-K~e-.1-.-1y-d~e-sc_r_1~bed
Lewandowski as a "devotee" of the President.
Kelly tried not to be there when the
President had meetings with friends. Kelly tried to push meetings with
friends and with the President's legal team to the Residence to create
distance from the West Wing.
bS per DOJ/OIP

I
bS per DOJ/OIP

~-----------------------------------b-s~i'"' =ton
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06/11/2018

Dateofcntf)

HOPE CHARLOTTE HICKS was interviewed at the Special Counsel's Office,
located at 395 E Street
Washinton
C. Hicks was accompanied by her
attorneys,
Present for the
interview were Supervisory Special Agent (SSA).__ _ ___,._ _,....__s~p_e_c_i_a_l-,

b6
b7C

Agent ( S A ) ~ - - - - - - - - - - - ~ F B I Intelligence Analyst~----~
I
IJames L. Quarles, Senior Counselor to the Special Counsel; Andrew
Goldstein, Senior Assistant Special Counsel; Michael Dreeben, Counselor to
the Special Counsel; and Elizabeth Prelogar, Assistant Special Counsel.

Hicks was advised

is a crime to

to the FBI in the course of an

investigation, which she acknowledged. After being advised of the identity
the interviewing agents and the nature of the interview, Hicks provided
the following information:

Press Reporting Regarding June 9, 2016 Meeting in Trump Tower:
The morning of Thursday, June 22, 2017, Hicks joined a meeting between
President Donald Trump, Jared Kushner, and Ivanka Trump (hereinafter
bS per DOJ/OIP
Ivanka) in the White House Residence.
Kushner
had a manila folder with documents with him and said to the President that
they had found one thing that the President should know about, but it was
not a big deal. Kushner said he, Donald Trump, Jr (hereinafter Junior) and
Paul Manafort had attended a meeting during the campaign and started to
open the folder when the President stopped him and said he did not want to
know about it.

Hicks speculated Kushner's folder had emails in it regarding the
referenced meeting Junior, Kushner, and Manafort participated in,

b5 per DOJ/OIP

June 28, 2017, Kushner asked Hicks and Josh
Raffel to go to the offices o f ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ to review

The following Wednesday,

tnvcstigationon

03/13/2018

at

Washington,

District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person)

Datcdrafted

04/02/2018

I
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Hicks was shocked b: the emails concerning the
~m_e_e_t_i-'n_g_s_h_e_a_n_d_R_a_f_fe-l~reviewed inl
Joffice. She thought they

per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

looked really bad.

bS per DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

On June 29, 2017, Hicks, Kushner, and Ivanka met with the President in his
dining room to talk about the emails. Hicks' initial reaction was that
they should get in front of the emails. She wanted Junior to do an
b5 per DOJ/OIP
interview with "softball questions" to get the emails out there.
-I

r-

~ - - - - - - - - - ~ I K u s h n e r responded it was not a big deal, just a
meeting about Russian adoption. Kushner reminded the President he had
previously mentioned a meeting, and the President said he did not want to
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know about it. The President said they should not do anything, asked why
so many people had the emails, and said they needed to let the lawyers
deal with it.
b5 per DOJ/OIP

DOJ/OIP

1--------------------..------------------b-S~lper
.___________________., Hicks told the President "this is
going to be a massive story." She was not sure if she told him the emails
were "really bad" in that meeting. The President did not want to talk
about it and did not want details.

When Hicks told the President the story would be "massive", he asked
Kushner when his (Kushner) document production was due. Kushner told him
it would be a couple of weeks. The President said, "then leave it alone."

b5 per

DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

On July 7, 2017, Hicks was in her hotel room in Germany having a
discussion with Kushner and Ivanka about a story the New York Times (NYT)
working on related to the [June 9, 2016] meeting
b5 per DOJ/OIP

The following day, July 8, 2017, while at the
sum~it, Hicks told
Trump about the NYT story related to the meeting.I

I
b5 per DOJ/OIP

I The President said not to comment. I

I
I

Hicks and the President had a follow on conversation later that day, after
a session in the G-2 □ .I
The PresidentbS Per DOJ/OIP
asked what the meeting was about. Hicks told him Kushner and Junior had
told her the meeting was about Russian adoption. The President said words
to the effect of, "then just say that" and dictated what she should say

I

.______________________________,j

'1
FB!(19cv1278)-568

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

73
b7E

FD-302a (Rev. 05-08-10)

ContinuationofFO-'Hl2of (U}

.Otl

Interview of Hope Hicks

03/13/2018

.Page

4 of 18

._____________________________________.l ... ,m;o,,
, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - " 5 per DOJ/OIP

. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ " ' 5 per DOJ/OIP

I

b6

I

b7C

,_____________________________________b_S_p_,[,om;:
When they got on the airplane, Hicks called Garten to get an update. He
texted Hicks the statement Junior wanted to provide to the media. She took
that to the President's cabin and read him Junior's statement. He told her
they should not respond. Hicks advocated for providing the whole story.
The President did not say what was wrong with Junior 1 s statement, but just
felt they were giving the media too much
bS per DOJ / OIP
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After meeting with Trump about Junior's statement, Hicks returned to
seat and started texting with Junior. They worked on the statement for a
period and ultimately settled on the statement that went to the press. b5 per DOJ/OIP

r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b S per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ P r i e b u s already knew about the
emails. They decided they should let Trump know that Priebus knew about
the emails, so Hicks went to Trump's cabin and notified him. I

I

I
bS per DOJ/OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIP
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~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b 5 per DOJ/OIP

~ - - - - - - - - ~ She went upstairs to Trump's cabin and when she got b5 per DOJ/OIP
there, he was already on the phone with Kasowitz.
Almost immediately after Hicks entered Trump's cabin, Trump handed the
phone to Hicks. Kasowitz asked her what she was doing and told her his
team was working with Circa News on a story that would blow the Russia
investigation wide open. I

I
I

I He told Hicks not to talk to the NYT. I
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The plane landed and Hicks went back to the White House. When she arrived,
she called Corallo to tell him she was upset about the Circa News article.
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Throughout Hicks' conversations with Trump, it was clear to her Trump did
not think the emails would get out. Hicks' impression was Trump meant the
emails would not get out to the press, but he did not say that explicitly.

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · b s per DOJ/OIP

b5

Hicks did not believe the emails would never get out, nor did she express
that to anyone. She knew Trump thought the emails would not get out to the
press. On the call with Corallo, if Corallo thought she said otherwise, it
was because she either expressed Trump 1 s belief or that Corallo was
confused and Trump, rather than Hicks, said the emails would not get out
to the press. However, Hicks had no recollection of such a discussion with
Corallo.
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~ - - - - - - - - - ~ T r u m p thought Sessions' recusal from the Russia
investigation was an act of disloyalty to Trump.
On July 19, 2017, Hicks had a conversation with Corey Lewandowski about a
NYT interview Trump had done that d a y . ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ bS per DOJ/OIP
conversation that Trump had asked him to go see Sessions and tell him to
resign, and that he needed to do the right thing and step aside. At that
point, the Senate was about to go into recess, so it was possible Trump
could get a new Attorney General through a recess appointment. I
I
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January 25, 2018 New York Times article:
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.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,Then Trump spoke
on the phone with [Chief of Staff John] Kelly, who said that McGahn
totally refuted the story and was going to put out a statement.
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The day after the article came out, January 26, 2018,
He asked Sanders to call McGahn,
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~----------------------------------------------~' Trump said something along
the lines of Gates needinq to keeo an eve on Manafort. I
I
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Trump thought the fact that the intelligence community assessed the
Russians had interfered in the 2016 election was his Achilles heel. Even
if it had no impact on the election, Trump thought that was what people
would think. He thought the assessment took away from what he did.
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Dateofent1y

10/17/2018

Omarosa Manigault Newman, DOB:I
was interviewed
telephonically. Present for the telephonic interview were Senior Assistant
Special Counsel (SASC) Andrew Goldstein, Assistant Special Counsel (ASC)
Aaron Zelinsky, and Special Agentsl
Newman's attorney, John Phillips, was also present on the call.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Agents and the
nature of the interview, Newman provided the following information:
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U.S. Department of Justice

The Special Counsel's Office
Washington, D.C. 20530
January 18, 2019

William A. Burck, Esq.
Quinn Emanuel
1300 I Street, N.W.
Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20005
Re:

Stephen Bannon

Dear Counsel:
You have indicated that your client, Stephen Bannon (hereinafter "Client"), is
interested in providing information to the government.
With respect to the meeting between the government, Client, and yourself on January 18,
2019 and testimony before the Grand Jury on January 18, 2019 (hereinafter "the meeting"), the
government will be represented by individuals from the Special Counsel's Office and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The terms of this letter do not bind any office or component of
the U.S. Department of Justice other than those identified in the preceding sentence. The
following terms and conditions apply to the meeting:
(I) THIS IS NOT A COOPERATION AGREEMENT. Client has agreed to provide
information to the government, and to respond to questions truthfully and completely. By
receiving Client's proffer, the government does not agree to make any motion on Client's behalf
or to enter into a cooperation agreement, plea agreement, immunity agreement or nonprosecution agreement with Client. The government makes no representation about the
likelihood that any such agreement will be reached in connection with this meeting.
(2) Should Client be prosecuted, no statements made by Client during the meeting will be
used against Client in the government's case-in-chief at trial or for purposes of sentencing,
except as provided below.
(3) The government may use any statement made or information provided by Client, or
on Client's behalf, in a prosecution for false statements, perjury, or obstruction of justice,
premised on statements or actions during the meeting. The government may also use any such
statement or information at sentencing in support of an argument that Client failed to provide
truthful or complete information during the meeting, and, accordingly: (a) that under the United
States Sentencing Guidelines, Client is not entitled to a downward adjustment for acceptance of
responsibility pursuant to Section 3El. I, or should receive an upward adjustment for obstruction
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of justice pursuant to Section 3C I.!; and (b) that Client's conduct at the meeting is a relevant
factor under 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a).
(4) The government may make derivative use of any statements made or other
information provided by Client during the meeting. Therefore, the government may pursue any
investigative leads obtained directly or indirectly from such statements and information and may
use the evidence or information subsequently obtained therefrom against Client in any manner
and in any proceeding.
(5) In any proceeding, including sentencing, the government may use Client's statements
and any information provided by Client during or in connection with the meeting to crossexamine Client, to rebut any evidence or arguments offered on Client's behalf, or to address any
issues or questions raised by a court on its own initiative.
(6) Neither this agreement nor the meeting constitutes a plea discussion or an attempt to
initiate plea discussions. In the event this agreement or the meeting is later construed to
constitute a plea discussion or an attempt to initiate plea discussions, Client knowingly and
voluntarily waives any right Client might have under Fed. R. Evid. 410, Fed. R. Crim. P. I l(f),
or otherwise, to prohibit the use against Client of statements made or information provided
during the meeting.
(7) The government reserves the right to argue that neither this agreement nor the
meeting constitutes the timely provision of complete information to the government concerning
Client's involvement in an offense, within the meaning of Section 3El.l(b) of the Sentencing
Guidelines.
(8) If and when required to do so by a court, the government may disclose to the
Probation Office or the court any statements and information provided by Client during the
meeting.
(9) The government may disclose the fact of the meeting or the information provided by
Client during the meeting to the extent the government determines in its sole discretion that
disclosure would be in furtherance of its discharge of its duties and responsibilities or is
otherwise required by law. Such disclosure includes disclosure to a local, state, federal, or
foreign government office or agency, including but not limited to another prosecutor's office, if
the recipient of the information agrees to abide by the relevant terms of this agreement.
(IO) The terms and conditions set forth in this agreement extend, if applicable, to the
continuation of the meeting on the dates that appear below.
(1 I) It is understood that this agreement is limited to the statements made by Client at the
meeting and does not apply to any oral, written or recorded statements made by Client at any
other time.

(12) This document embodies the entirety of the agreement between the government and
Client to provide information and evidence. No other promises, agreements orunderstandings
2
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exist between Client and the government regarding Client's provision of information or evidence
to the government.
(13) Client and Client's attorney acknowledge that they have read, fully discussed and
understand every paragraph and clause in this document and the consequences thereof.

!/_Ig_/_?-._o_[<\_ __
Dated:_ _

ROBERTS. MUELLER, Ill

By:

&:.r~~
Attorney
Special Counsel's Office

Stephen~

William A. Burck, Esq.
Attorney for Client

Dates of Continuation

A-/..., x.

S'p,',.d C'S'?.

Initials of counsel, Client and government attorney
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Deputy Attorney General Rod J. Rosenstein, residing at
Maryland, government mobile--r._
_ _ _ _...,
main office telephone~------~was interviewed at the U.
S. Department of Justice's Robert F. Kennedy Building, located at
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC. Present for this
interview was Scott N. Schools, Associate Deputy Attorney General,
direct office telephone!
government mobile
serving as Rosenstein's counsel. Having provided him with the
identities of the interviewing agents and the reason for the
interview, Rosenstein provided the following information:

!

b

!

C=:J

I

b6
b7C

I

Rosenstein prefaced his interview with a caveat that attorneys of
the Department of Justice have advised him not to discuss the
content of any conversations with the President until the issue of
privilege has been resolved.
The Events of May 8, 2017

On May 8, Rosenstein was summoned to a meeting at the White House
Counsel's Office attended by Attorney General Jeff Sessions and
White House Counsel Donald McGahn. The meeting was placed on his
calendar and scheduled by Rosenstein's assistants. Rosenstein was
not informed of the purpose of the meeting. Rosenstein held up a
typed document he described as his written recollection of the
details of the meeting and expressed his desire to share that
recollection with interviewing agents. Rosenstein also referenced a
stack of documents on the table beside him and indicated his
interest in providing interviewing agents with copies.
Rosenstein was advised by Schools that neither the written
materials, nor Rosenstein's recitation of what was discussed with
any White House staff, should be provided to interviewing agents
until the issue of privilege is resolved. Rosenstein's preference
was to wait for Robert Mueller III, in his role as newly appointed
Special Counsel, to engage the White House on the issue of
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privilege, then determine whether the documents, and his oral
recounting of any meetings with the White House, should be provided
to the FBI.
The May 8 meeting at the White House Counsel's Office started at
noon and initially included only Rosenstein and McGahn. They were
later joined by Attorney General Sessions and Sessions' Chief of
Staff, ,Jody Hunt. At some point during the meeting, White House
Chief of Staff Reince Priebus came into the room. This was the
first time Rosenstein and Priebus had met. During this meeting the
parties ordered lunch and ate in McGahn's office. Rosenstein
authorized interviewing agents to consult his protection detail,
staffed by the U.S. Marshals Service, in order to collect the exact
time of the meeting. Rosenstein opined the meeting may have ended
before 2:00 pm.
Rosenstein returned to the White House around 5:00 pm for a meeting
at the Oval Office. This meeting was not scheduled on his calendar.
This meeting nlasted probably less than an hour." Also present at
the meeting were President Donald Trump, Uttam Dhillon, Sessions,
McGahn, Priebus, Hunt, and a man he believed was John Eisenberg. At
some point during the meeting, Vice President Michael Pence joined
the meeting.
The Oval Office furniture was arranged with chairs in a semi-circle
around the President's desk. Rosenstein was in one of those chairs.
Behind the chairs was a couch, so Rosenstein cannot be certain
whether others attended or departed.
Rosenstein said nr knew when
left Director Corney would be fired."
During this meeting, Rosenstein was tasked to write a memorandum
summarizing his concerns about former FBI Director Jim Camey, and
was given a deadline of the following morning. When he left the
meeting he felt tense because he did not have a lot of time to
complete the memorandum, and he felt uncertain because he did not
know its ultimate disposition. The memorandum had to be 100;
accurate so he "could stand behind it." At the conclusion of this
meeting, Rosenstein returned to his office and began to write his
memorandum. Rosenstein remained at his office late and did not get
much sleep that night.
When Rosenstein returned to his office, he informed his staff he
had been tasked with writing the memorandum. Contemporaneously with
Rosenstein's drafting of his memorandum, his staff drafted their
own version. His staff included Chief of Staff and acting Principal
Associate Deputy Attorney General James Crowell and Deputy Chief of
UNCLASSIFIED//-
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Staff Zachary Terwilliger. Crowell and Terwilliger were the only
individuals who saw Rosenstein's memorandum until the next morning
(May 9) when he provided a copy to Schools.
When Crowell and Terwilliger completed their draft memorandum, they
provided it to Rosenstein, who ma have incor orated some of their
language.

b6
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b5 per DOJ/OIP

On March , 2017, Rosenstein had lunch with!
!at!
!'
s request . .___ _ _ ___.was._!_ _,....,.~-~----,---~--'I in the 1970s under
President Gerald Ford. Rosenstein shared Corney's public statements
regarding the Clinton investi ation with
and the
discussed

b6
b?C

.__,_ _,....,.__,,__.was "disappointed" in Corney's public statements and
thought they were damaging to the Bureau and the Department of
Justice.
Rosenstein remained in his office working on his memorandum until
very late on May 8.
Events of May 9, 2017

Rosenstein returned to his office early on May 9 to finish the

memorandum. On the morning of May 9, Rosenstein received two
telephone calls from McGahn. Rosenstein did not do anything after
either phone call as a result of whatever was discussed.
Around 10: 00 or 10: 30 am, Rosenstein provided a copy of his draftb5
memorandum to Scott Schools,
~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ A r o u n d noon, Crowell took a copy of

per DOJ/OIP

Rosenstein's memorandum to Sessions. Crowell returned later that
day with Rosenstein's memorandum bearing minor edits, (presumably
made by Sessions),

I

!

No one from outside the Department of Justice tried to influence
Rosenstein's drafting of his memorandum.
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Sessions did not see Rosenstein's memorandum until after 12:00 pm
on May 9. Rosenste.in was unsure whether Sessions wrote his
memorandum before or after seeing Rosenstein's. Rosenstein did not
see Sessions' memorandum until the following day.
Rosenstein and Sessions did not discuss whether Sessions should
participate in Camey's termination. Rosenstein explained Sessions
was recused from "the matter," not from managing the component.
Rosenstein was not sure how the White House would react to his
memorandum because it was "not consistent with the President's
comments" made during his campaign. According to Rosenstein, the
President commended Corney about his handling of the Clinton e-mail
investigation.
Rosenstein assumed and expected the President or Attorney General,
or possibly Rosenstein himself as Deputy Attorney General, would
contact former Director Corney to schedule a meeting to inform him
of his removal. Rosenstein expected it to happen soon because the
termination was imminent.
Rosenstein contemplated his memorandum would one day be released to
the public but had not expected it to be released immediately.
Department of Justice Public Affairs Specialist Sarah Flores opined
to Rosenstein the issue of the release of the memorandum may have
been previously discussed by Department officials, but Rosenstein
could not recall the exact exchange with Flores because he was very
busy with meetings on May 9 between 1:00 pm and 5:00 pm.
At some point on the afternoon of May 9, Rosenstein telephoned
McGahn and learned when Jody Hunt delivered Rosenstein's memorandum
(and presumably Sessions' I, Hunt remained in the Oval Office for
two hours. Hunt later acknowledged he had been there for two hours.
Later that afternoon, Rosenstein demanded Crowell ask Jim Rybicki
to locate Comey to "bring him in" to inform him of the looming
termination. Rosenstein exclaimed Camey "was a friend of mine and
the FBI Director, we need to find out where he is." At that time,
he had formed the mistaken impression Corney was on his way to Los
Angeles. He later discovered Corney had already arrived.
When Rosenstein learned Corney was informed of the termination byemail, he was "angry, ashamed, horrified, and embarrassed." It was
also humiliating for Comey. Rosenstein was not copied on the e-mail
to Comey, and was surprised the media portrayed the termination as
Rosenstein's idea. At some point that evening, Sarah Flores told
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Rosenstein something she had heard from a contact at the White
House. (Schools advised Rosenstein not to discuss the content of
the conversation.) Based on the exchange with Flores, Rosenstein
told her the Department of Justice "cannot participate in putting
out a false story.ll Rosenstein opined Flores's White House contact
was someone from the White House Chief of Staff's Office or Public
Affairs. Flores informed Rosenstein the White House requested he
attend a press conference on the termination but Rosenstein
refused.
Later that evening, Rosenstein received a short telephone call in
his office from the President. Crowell was in Rosenstein's office
at the time. After the telephone call, Rosenstein visited Sessions'
office (not as a result of the call). Flores was in the secretary's
vestibule outside Sessions' office on a phone call. Once the call
terminated, she informed Rosenstein it was a call from a "highranking official at the White House.ll Sessions was not part of that
conversation, and nothing significant was discussed between
Rosenstein and Sessions at that time.
By the evening of May 9, it was clear White House officials had
been telling the story about the Corney termination
a manner
"inconsistent with my experience and personal knowledge."
Events of May 10, 2017
Rosenstein first contacted Mueller on May 10 at 7:34 am, but "of
coursell he was thinking about the issue of appointing a special
counsel before that time.
Then, at 11:30 am, Rosenstein attended a previously scheduled
meeting with the prosecutors assigned to the FBI's Russia
investigation. This was the first regularly scheduled meeting on
the matter. During this first meeting, and in light of all the
controversy surrounding the investigation, Rosenstein declared, "In
my acting capacity as the Attorney General, leave no stone
unturned" or words to that effect. However, those assigned to the
case are career prosecutors, so in his personal opinion, telling
them to do so was unnecessary because he knew they would do the
right thing.
During his May 10 briefing, the team confirmed for Rosenstein the
President was not a suspect. This was also Rosenstein's impression
from his initial April 28 briefing he received from then Director
Corney. Carl Ghattas may have attended this briefing, as well as
several prosecutors.
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Rosenstein elaborated that based on his May 10 briefing, "there
appeared to be no evidence the President was involved personally.u
Rosenstein inquired whether they needed additional resources, and
was informed there was no such need.
b5 per DOJ/OIP

Several times throughout the day on May 10, Sarah Flores gave
Rosenstein '-'tick tock" summaries of news events related to Camey's
termination, which Rosenstein explained was not a time line, but a
sequence of events. Sometime later that evening, Flores showed him
a tick tock summary he believed was reasonable, and authorized its
release. Rosenstein and McGahn spoke later that evening on the
subject (and before the summary's release). Both were stressed over
the situation.
Rosenstein's main reason for appointing a special counsel was due
to public perception of the process. It did not reflect a lack of
confidence. Rosenstein was inclined to appoint a special counsel
immediately the morning of May 10. Rosenstein was concerned about
his position at the Department of Justice and it caused him stress,
but it did not influence his decision.
Rosenstein was not present at the White House on May 10 when
President Trump referred to Camey as a \\nut job," does not know who
else was present, and knows only what he read in the newspaper.
Rosenstein's Opinion of Jim Corney

Rosenstein's opinion of Corney's handling of the Hillary Clinton
investigation began to form the previous fall, and was also
informed by others, whose opinions he read in the newspaper.
Rosenstein interjected "I've always liked Jim Comey," but he
disagreed with his decisions "in that case." Rosenstein paused a
moment, appearing to have been overcome by emotion, but quickly
recovered and apologized.
Rosenstein recalled inviting Corney to speak at a Department of
Justice
conference
October 2016. After he made his
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remarks, he solicited questions, and attorney!,-,-,----,...,...--,-~raised
his hand and asked Comey about his handling of the Clinton press
conference. Comey described his state of mind at the time and
acknowledged it was inconsistent with Department of Justice
practice but stated "we acted in good faith." Rosenstein
"fundamentally disagreed with his reasoning," and discussed the
issue "with several attorneys" who all agreed nwe would never do
anything like that.ff

b6
b?C

Rosenstein also recalled being invited late 2016 or early 2017 to
Sessions' senatorial office for coffee. During this conversation,
Rosenstein told Sessions he was friends with Corney but believed
there should be a change in FBI management because the FBI's
reputation had been damaged "because of 2016.ff Rosenstein agreed
with Sessions it would be "appropriate to have a fresh start.ff
On May 1, 2017, Rosenstein attended a "component meeting" and
afterwards, Rosenstein asked Camey to remain, and they met
privately in Corney's old office during his tenure as Deputy
Attorney General. It was his first and only meeting with Comey in
the role of Deputy Attorney General, which directly supervises
position of FBI Director.
b5 per DOJ/OIP

During this meeting, Camey discussed a dinner he
~a-,-t~t_e_n..,..e-,--a-t,-~the White House with the President. Rosenstein
described Camey as not an "alarmist" but Camey described the dinner
as "strange" and "awkward." The President did all the talking
during this dinner.
Rosenstein reiterated his goal in drafting his memorandum was not
to "fire Camey." It never occurred to him he "would be responsible
for determining whether to remove him." It never crossed his mind
the removal of Comey would impact the Russia investigation.
Rosenstein "doesn't know what the White House was thinking." The
notion that removing Corney would impact the FBI's Russia
investigation never crossed his mind.
Rosenstein was comfortable with Comey either being fired or not
fired. Rosenstein did not believe staffing decisions were his to
make; the deputy attorney general was only to make recommendations.
If the decision was made not to fire Comey, Rosenstein intended to
inform him "we didn't make public statements."
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Rosenstein's Selection as Deputy Attorney General

Senator Sessions telephoned Rosenstein on November 28, 2016, and
invited him to his office to •talk about the Department.n A few
days later, Rosenstein visited Sessions. Rosenstein did not know
for which position he was being considered. It was clear only that
he was bei na considered for "a nosition." I
bS per

DOJ/OIP
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Sessions summoned him to his
~o-f~f~i_c_e_s_e_v_e_r_a_l~-t~i_m_e_s_f~o-r_m_e_e_t~i_n_g_s__~Before one such meeting, he
waited with Rachel Brand and they discussed personnel matters,
after which Brand commented the fact they had both been summoned
meant they were both going to be offered positions in the new
ad.~inistration under Sessions. This was important because Brand was
supposed to start a new job the following day and needed to know
whether to withdraw from the position.
b5 per DOJ/OIP

'-,------,--,----,,,---.,...All of his meetings during the hiring
phase were between Rosenstein and either Sessions or Sessions'
aides. Rosenstein recalled._______., who was a close friend of
Sessions, was present during some of the early meetings, as were
other employees of Sessions, including,_....,...-....,.--,-,--=-~ who served
as then-Senator Sessions' aide before coming to the Department of
Justice.
Rosenstein was never certain for what position he had been
nominated, but assumed it was either the deputy attorney general or
associate attorney general position. In fact, he was nominated to
be denutv and Brand was nominated to be associate. I
I b5 per
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Sessions and Rosenstein never discussed the Russia investigation
during this time period. Rosenstein only knew about the Russia
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investigation what he read in the newspaper. During his
confirmation hearing, Rosenstein thought .it "almost preposterous,,
that he would have any involvement with the investigation. Only
after discussing the matter with Corney did Rosenstein know anything
about the investigation.
The Russia investigation had been monitored by acting
Deputy Attorney General Crowell and Dana Boente until
was sworn
as Deputy Attorney General. Rosenstein's
briefing on the matter was provided by Corney on April
Terwilliger was excluded from these briefings.

Principal
Rosenstein
first
28, 2017.

Interviews of Potential Director Candidates
In January 2017, Rosenstein called "a few peoplell to see if they
would be interested in the position of FBI Director but when he
heard the President had given his public support to Corney,
Rosenstein stopped asking around.
bS per DOJ/OIP

Rosenstein and Sessions conducted several interviews "a week ago
Saturday," more on last Sunday, then engaged in several telephone
calls with individuals "offering advice" or with prospective
candidates. Rosenstein telephoned "a lot" of former Justice
Department and Bureau officials looking for good candidates. There
were two former deputy attorneys general Rosenstein hoped would
consider the position, but neither was willing to apply.
Rosenstein participated in several interviews for the position of
FBI Director. Those interviews were conducted by Rosenstein, Jody
Hunt,
and Sessions. Sessions and Rosenstein asked most of
the questions.

I
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I
The first candidate to be interviewed at the White House was
Mueller. j
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Rosenstein Appoints Mueller as Special Counsel
Rosenstein's first conversation with Mueller for the position of
Special Counsel was during a telephone call on Wednesday, May 10,
2017, at 7:34 am. On Friday, May 12, Rosenstein met with Mueller in
person. Later that evening, Jody Hunt telephoned Mueller.
Rosenstein and Sessions spoke with Mueller on Saturday, May 13.
Mueller informed them he did not want to be interviewed for the FBI
Director position. Rosenstein instead convinced Mueller to share
with Sessions Mueller's views about "what should be done with the
FBI." Sessions thought Mueller's comments were "brilliant."
Rosenstein did not want to interview Mueller and then reject him,
so they made it clear they only sought his opinion.
Nevertheless, Mueller was placed on the White House's list of
potential candidates for FBI Director. Jody Hunt was the Department
of Justice's primary contact
the White House and may have got
him on the list for an interview. Mueller was interviewed for the
position of FBI Director, but later decided to withdraw from
consideration.
Mueller interviewed for the Director position on Tuesday, May 16.
Rosenstein did not coordinate Mueller's interview for the position
of Director.
When Rosenstein appeared before Congress on Thursday, May 18, he
did not discuss anything related to communications with the White
House because he believed such matters were within the scope of the
Special Counsel's investigation. Although Rosenstein assigned a
special counsel, he did not dictate exactly what the Special
Counsel would include in its investigation. He had considered
several candidates for Special Counsel, including Jim Coles.
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Rod Rosenstein,~-----------~MD 20817, DOJ cell.___ _ ___.maini::=::J

D

b6
b7C

May 8 of this year, summines to meeting at WH with McGan and AG, at WHC office. he didn't speak to
him, assistants schedules it. Found out therough DOJ staff AG would be there. He didn't know purpose
of meeting.
He wrote down his thoughts on the meeting but doesn't want to give it over yet. Wants Mueller to talk
to WH for approval before discussing contents. Started at noon, at first just him and McGahn, then AG
and chief of staff Jody Hunt arrived. At one point Reince Priebus came into room, first time they met. He
ordered lunch, they ate in McgHns office. His protection detail would have exact times, probably got
back between 1 and 2. Detail can give us times. Marshalls.
Returned for meeting at oval office at 5pm, not on his calendar though. That white house meeting lasted
probably less than an hour. Present at the meeting was P, Uttam Dhillon, him, the AG, initially Donald
McGhan, Reince Priebus, Jody Hunt, and a man he believes to be John Eisenberg. At some point the VP
came into the meeting. Returned to DOJ, thenstarted writing memo. I knew when I left D Corney would
be fired and told the below staffers and that he wasx tasked to write memo summarizing bis concerns
about Corney. He left tense because he didn't have a lot of time and uncertain because he didn't know
the ultimate disposition of the memo. Had to be 100% accurate so he coulds stand behind it.
They drafted their own memo too. They did it at the same time he worked on his then he might have
incorporated some of their comments. One thing they did is draft a memo, then collected public
criticisms of Corney's comments and gave him a page of it. Printed all those comments and articles
criticizing Corney's stuff. Also got transcript of Cmoey May 3 congressional testimony.
His opinion on Corney dated back to last fall. Opinion was also informed by opinions of others he read in

iatl

papersetc. Had lunch withi
!request. He's a formeQin 70's under
Ford. He wanted to share with DAG those pubic statements an .__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.as

b6
b7C

disappointed ni Corney's public satatements and how damaging they were to Bu and Dept.
Ive always liked Jim Corney. Disagreed with his decisions inthat case.
Spoke to two staffers, James Crowell who is chief of staff and acting principal associate deputy attorney
general, and Zachary Terwilliger, who is deputy chief of staff. They assisted him in writing the memo.
They were the only ones who saw memo until the next morning when he showed memo to Scott May 9
morning.
Wasin office until vert late may 8, came home, came back May 9, got 2 phone calls from McGhan.

bS per DOJ/OII?

Morning, Scott reviewed memo around 10am
Around noon, Crowell took copy of memo to AG, Crowell returned later with edit
~--~!He signed it.
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He knew AG was working on his memo but never saw it until the next day. Next thing he recalled - asnt
sure what WH would think of his memo because not consistent with P's comments on campaign. He
assumed P or AG and possibly DAG would have to contact Corney to schedule a meeting to inform of
removal. He expected that. He knew it was imminent and figured he'd be called in for a meeeing.
Sarah Flores, PAU recalled convo about DONJ releasing memos. Doesn't remember either way. Not
involved in AG's memo. He contemplated memo would one day be reelased . didn't know it would be
done immediately, although Sarah thought that might have been discussed. He had several meetings
between 1 and 5 so busy day.
At some point he called McGhan that afternoon and learned Jody Hunt spent two hours in oval office.
He took memos over from DOJ. Hunt said he was there. Later that afternoon, Corney was a friend of
mine and FBI D, we need to find out where he is. Told Jim Crowell to tell Jim Rybicki to find Corney to
bring him in to give him news. He formed mistaken impression Cmoey was on his way to LA, later
learned he was already there.
When he found out how he was fired, he was angry, ashamed, horrigied, embarrassed, it was
humiliating for Corney. At some point that evening, PAO Sarah Flores told DAG something she heard
from WH. And DAG told her the DOJ cannot participate in putting out afalse story. Sarah said WH
wanted him to attend press conferecnce and he refused.
Received phone call from Plater that evening. Crowell was in DAG's office. Short call. Shortly alater he
was in AG's office, which is normal, Sarah was on phone with high ranking WH person, and after that,
Sarah said it was call from WH. Sarah and DAG was in secretary's office having exchange with Sarah
while she was on phone. AG not part of that convo. No significant convo with AG at that time.
Evening of May 9 it was clear WH officials was telling story about firing d that was inconsistent with
DAG's experience and personal knowledge.
He called Mueller at 734am on may 9m but was of course thinking about it before. He "realized
immediately the problem."
April 28- first briefing on Russia led by comey. Some of ghattis might have been there and prosecurtosr.
May 10- called Mueller on 734am on may 10th (corrected previous mistake). May 10 previously
scheduled meetingh with prosecutors on Russia investigation.
1130 am May 10 was first regularly scheduled meeting. He said in my acting capacity as AG- leave no
stone unturned. Because of all the controversy and therefore, leave no stone .... In his personal opinion
teling ihm that was unnecessary because they are career prosecutos and would do the right thing.
Confirmed president was not suspect. That was also his impression on april 28 when comey told him
that. Based on his briefing there appeared to be no evidence P was involved personally. They saw no bS per DOJ/OIP
need for additional resources (DAG asked) an
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,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,on May 10 several times throughout
the day, Sarah gave him a "tick tock summary" of news events ... not a time line but sequence of events.
Some time early evening she shoed him one he thought was a reasonable summary of events. It was
reelased later that evening. He and McGhan spoje later that evening about that. McGhan called him
BEFORE they released the sequence of events. They were both stressed over the situation.
Public perception of process, so he decided to appoint sp4ecial counsel. No lack of confidence, purely an
issue of public perception. He was inclined to appoint SC immediately that morning. He was concerned
about his poisitoin here but it stressed him but did not influence his decision.
No information about the nut job comments.
b6
b7C

He invited Corney to speak at rteh October training conreernceJ~_ _ ___.iraised his hand and asked
about the Clinton press conference. He told entire story about his state of mind and knows it was
inconscistsent with DOJ practice but we acted in good faith. DAG fundamentally disagreed with his
reasoning, discussed with several attorneys, we would never do anything like that.
No one from outside tried to influence his drafting of his memo.
AG didn'[t see DAG's memo until after noon on that day. So perhaps AG wrote his aready. So AG
His opinion is AG;s recusal from a matter doesnot mean he is recused from "managing the component."
He reminded in his statement he and AG discussed Corney, was invited to AG to talk have coffee in
Sessions office. He told AG he was friends with comeyn but that there should be change ni FBI
management because repuitation was damaged and he agreed with AG it would be appropriate to hav a
fresh start. AG knew DAG liked Corney.
DAG was ok firing or not firing, his view was it is not his decision to fire or not fire. He only makes
recommendations.

As DAG he felt if D was going to stay he would tell him we didn't make piblci statements
May 1- component meeting

b5 per DOJ/OIP

One meeting he had with comey as DAG was-j

i
'----~pnd they spojke in carney's old Dag office. Corney talked about the dinner with the Pat that

!

time. Corney wasn't alarmist, but just "strange/"
His goal WAS NOT to fire Corney. It never occurred to him he would be responsible for determining
whether to remove him. The notion removing Corney would impact the Russia thing never crossed his
mind. He never believed the terminaton had anything to do with Russia. He doesn't know what WH was
thiking.
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Corney told him after their one meeting he had an awkward dinner with president, his demeanor was
odd, he didn't know it would just bew th e2 of them, P did all the talking. But in his mind, P is not subject
of this (collusion) investigation.

In congress he would not discuss anything related to communications with WH because within scope of
Muelle's investigation. He assigned the matter but didn't dictate what so he didn't know exly what he
was investigationg.

Sessions (then senator) November 28 called and said let's talk about department. Came in few days
later, didn't know what he was being considered for. It was clear he was being considered for "a bS per DOJ/OIP
position.'1
b6
b7C

I

I

This led to sessions calling him to his office a few times for meetings. At one meeting Rachel Brand and
he were talking about persoinnel and Rachel said I guesss the fact we were here means we were getting
the jobs. Apparently Rachel needed to kno whether to withderaw from another job she was supposed
tostart the next day..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _- - , . - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - ' H i s
only jeetings were with AG and AG's aides. Never with WH,.·=====::::L,close friend of AG was in
some of those early meetings. Others too, ee's of senator.!
bS per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

Never certain when he was nominated but began to assume it was DAG or associate AG (Rachel got that
job)

b5 per DOJ/OIP
They never talked about Russian thing. Only what he knew in paper. Then during confirmation hearing
he found it almost preposterous that he wouldhav ei involvement with Russian piece. Only after talking
to comey id he know anything about Russian piece.
Boente and crowell as acting PDAG were only ones monitoring Russia case until DAG sworn in. got his
first briefing on aprl 28. APDAG been acting since januarty 20.
In January he called a few people to see if they would be interested in FBI D but then Trump said he
supported Corney so he stopped asking.

,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_5_p_e_.r,DOJ/OIP
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AG and DAG conducted a lot of interviews a week ago Saturday, then last Sunday, then several phone
calls with people offering advice or prospective candidates and DAG was calling a lot of former DOJ
officials and Bu friends looking for good candidates. There were 2 DAG hoped would take the job.
Neither was willing to apply.
The interviews he participated in was Jody Hunt,

AG and Dag. AG and DAG asked most of the

questions

b6
b7C

..._____________________________________b_S_p_e__.,iow/o,,
bS per DOJ/OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIP
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DAG's first converasdtion with Mueller was May 10 at 734 am. Met with him Friday. later, Jody reached
out to him Friday night about FBI D and he interviewed Tuesday. Over the weekend on Saturday they
talked. They talked to Mueller by phone along with AG. He briefly shared his views about what should
be done with FBI, AG thought it was brilliant. He somehow got on WH list. Jody Hunt was primary POC
with WH and he probably got him on the list at WH for an interview. He said on phonie he didn't want to
be interviewed for FBI D, DAG convinced him to share with AG what he should be looking for for D. AG
thought he was spot on. DAG sdidnt want to interview then reject him, so they made it clear they just
wanted his opinion ... "I know youre not applying for the job but please share what we should be looking
for but.... " Then later somehow he got on the WH list for potential candidates.
Mueller interviewed but later decided to wwithdraw from position of FBI D.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry

08/10/2017

(U) MARY McCORD, date of b i r t h ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - '
~ - - - - - ~ f ' , a s interviewed at the Office of the Special Counsel, 395 E Street SW,
Washington, DC. Participating in the interview were Special Agents (SAs) ,__ _ _ _ _ _ ___,

B

b6
b7C

and Office of the Special Counsel attorneys Andrew Goldstein and Elizabeth Prelogar. SA
advised McCord that it is a violation of criminal law to lie to the FBI in the course of an

investigation, which McCord acknowledged. After being advised of the purpose of the interview,

McCord provided the following information:
bS Per DOJ/OIP

(U) Employment History

(U) After law school, McCord clerked for U.S. District Court Judge Thomas Hogan for two
years, and then spent two years at the Department of Treasury Office of Legal Counsel. In 1994, she
joined the District of Columbia United States Attorney's Office (DC-USAO).
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he went back to the

b7C

DC-USAO. In 2001, McCord
,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___, McCord again went back to the DC-USAO. In
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2012, McCord became the Criminal Chief, where she remained until May 2014, when she left to go to
Main Justice.
(U) McCord started at DOJ as the acting Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General for the
National Security Division (NSD). In August 2014, she became the Principal Deputy Assistant
Attorney General, where she remained until October 2016. In October 2016, after John Carlin's
departure, McCord served as acting Assistant Attorney General (AAG) for NSD. McCord's last day at
DOJ was May 12, 2017. She currently works at the Georgetown University Law Center.
(U) During the time McCord served as the acting AAG, there was no Principal Deputy in
place, so she performed the duties of both positions simultaneously. Her duties included assisting in
running NSD's various components, which include the Office of Law and Policy, Counterintelligence
and Export Control Section, the Appellate Section, and the CFI US Unit. On occasion, McCord would
attend Deputies Committees (DCs) and Principals Committees (PCs) at the White House when Yates
was unavailable.

(U//!':81.lQ) The FBI Investigation on L TG Mike Flynn
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f____lthe lack of Russian reaction to the U.S.'s December 2016 sanctions.
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bl
b3
b7E
b5 Per DOJ/01:P

><
><

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

bl
b3
b7E

FBJ(19cv1278)-675

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

147
bl

b3

FD·302a (Re\. 05·08-10)

b7E

Conlinuat10nofFD·302of (U)

.On

Interview of Mary McCord

07/17/2017

.Page

3 of 12

-5 Per DOJ/OIP

ltsi

bl

b3

I

I

b7E

J:>5 Per DOJ/OIP

bl

b3

!S)b7E

IUI

I

-------+

bS Per D OJ/OIP

I \S)

I

I

I

bl

b3

I

D

b6
b7C
b7D

I

b7E

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

i - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - , _ __
I

__JI,~,
~ .. 1
bl

b3
b7E

(SI
bS Per DOJ/OIP

><
M

'-<

~~~:,e

t=:============================================:::::::.l·

1 b7E

~~

F8I(19cv1278)-676

~IS)

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

148
bl
b3
b7E

FD·302a(Rev. 05•08·10)

~ISi
ContinuationofFD-302of (U)

.On

Interview of Mary McCord

07/17/2017

,Page

4 of
5 Per DOJ/OIP

(Mi

bl
b3
b7E

X
ifilr)_ _ _ ____,__l_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_S_Pe....l..r o,a

SI
X

Si

bl
b3
b?E

'Sl

s

JA

{Sl

39-403

01/17/2020

149
bl
b3
b?E

FD-.102a(Rev.05-08-W)

~ S )
ContinuntionofFD 302of (U)

on

Interview of Mary McCord

07/17/2017

5 of 12

. Page

bS Per DOJ/OIP

!~

I

~

bS Per DOJ/OIP

Is)
I

bl
b3
b7E

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

><
. __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____J

\S)
bl

x_□
------1--_ _ _ _ _ _ _

1si _ _
I

b3
b?E

__]isi
f,lJ)

I

1

FBl(19cv1278)-678

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

150
FD-302a (Re,,. 05-08-JO)

bl
b3
b7E

~SI
ContinuatwnofFD-302 of (U}

Interview of Mary McCord

,On _o_7_/_1_7_/_z_o_l_7_.Page

6 of 12
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

X

c=J
bl
b3

I

b6

S)

b7C
b7E

I

(Ullwj January 26, 2017 Meeting with White House Counsel's Office
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( U / ~ On January 26, 2017, McCord accompanied Yates to the White House, where
they met with White House Counsel Don McGahn and another attorney from his office, James
Burnham, The four of them were the only ones at the meetingj

I
I

I

bl
b3
b7E

I
I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

.S)

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

151
bl
b3
b?E

FD-.102a (Rev. 05-08-10)

~iSl
ContinuationofFD-:<.02of (U)

Interview of Mary McCord

.On

07/17/2017

,Page

7 of 12
bS Per DOJ/OIP

lsi
bl
b3
b7E

(U//l;.OldQ) McGahn asked if Flynn had been interviewed by the FBI and Yates told him that
bS Per DOJ/OIP
he had been interviewed!

I
I McGahn asked "how'd he do?" and

I

Yates dedined to answer.I
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry

02/15/2019

Chris Christie was interviewed at the Special Counsel's Office, 395 E St
SW, Washington, D.C., in the presence of his attorney,.__ _ _ _ ___, from
the law firm Lowenstein Sandler LLP.
Participating in the interview were
Special Agent (SA).__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,senior Counselor to the Special

b6
b7C

Counsel James Quarles, and Senior Assistant Special Counsel Andrew
Goldstein. Also present were Counselor to the Special Counsel Michael
Dreeben and Assistant Special Counsel Elizabeth Prelogar. After
acknowledging that it is a potential violation of Title 18 USC 1001 to lie
to federal law enforcement in the course of an investigation and being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the
interview, Christie provided the following information:
DOJ/OIP
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February 14, 2017 White House lunch:
Christie I

I invited

to lunch at the White House 1 1
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As they watched the TV, Spicer said something about Flynn. Shortly after,
Kushner's phone rang, and it was Flynn on the line. Christie could tell
from observing Kushner's half of the conversation that it was not going
well and Flynn did not like something Spicer said. Christie heard Kushner
say something like, "You know the President respects you. The President
cares about you. I'
get the President to send out a positive tweet about
you later.'' Kushner looked at Trump when he said the last part, and Trump
nodded his assent.
b5 per DOJ/OIP

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ T r w n p said, "Now that we fired Flynn, the
Russia thing is over,n and Christie laughed. Christie told Trump, "No way.
We' 11 be here on Valentine's Day 2018 talking about t h i s . " ~ - - - - - ~
~---,---....,.-,----,-~and Christie responded that he had been through
both sides of investigations and there was no way to make it shorter, but
there were a lot of ways to make it longer. Trump asked Christie what he
meant, and Christie told him not to talk about the investigation and to
keep his mouth shut even though it would be frustrating at times.
~ - - - , - - - - - - - - - , - - - - ~ C h r i s t i e told Trump that if you get near
a guy like Flynn, he's like wn on the bottom of our shoe, and you can't
get rid of him.

Russia

At one point during the lunch, Donald said to me, "This
thing is all over now, because I fired Flynn."
I started to laugh.
"What are you laughing about?" he asked.
"Sir," I said, "this Russia thing is far from over."

was

"What do you mean?" he said. Flynn met with Russians. That
the problem. I fired Flynn. It's over."
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Christie thought when Trump said "the Russia thing," he referred to the
Russia problem in general, not the investigations specifically.
..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.Christie thought the more

b5 per DOJ/OIP

important thing ,.w_a_s_t_h_a_t_t_h_e_r_e_ _ _a_n_i_·n_v_e_s_t_i_·g_a_t_i_·o_n_,_n_o_t_t_h_a_t_t_h_e_r_e_w_a_s_ __,
coverage of it.

D

._____________________.

bS per DOJ/OIP
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bS per DOJ/OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIP

Toward the end of the February 14, 2017 lunch, Trump asked Christie if he
was still friendly with [then FBI Director James] Corney, and Christie said
that he was. Trump told Christie to call Corney and tell him "I really like
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him. Tell him he's part of the team. I really lik:e him." At the end of the
lunch, Trump repeated that Christie should talk to Corney.
Christie thought the request was "nonsensical" and that he was never going
to do it. Christie just sat there when Trump made the request. He would

not put Corney in the position of having to receive that telephone call.

I

b5 per DOJ/OIP

I
IChristie said it would

have been uncomfortable to pass on that message I

I
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OW/OU

DOJ/OIP

Termination of FBI Director Jim Corney
b5 per DOJ /OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIP
Trump called and said, "What should I do? I'm bS per DOJ/OIP
getting killed. I'm getting murdered.n Christie asked, "Did you fire him
because of what Rod wrote in the memo?" Trump said yes, so Christie told
him to "get Rod out there" and have him defend it.
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~---------------------------------------------J
Trump told Christie
a "good idea" and he was going to call Rosenstein right then. I

it was
I

bS per DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ/OIP

DOJ/OIP

Special Counsel:
bS per DOJ/OIP

Christie recalled a telephone call with Trump in which Trump asked
Christie what he thought about Trump firing Mueller. Christie told him
that there were two issues he saw. The first was that Mueller had given
Trump no substantive reason to fire him. The second was that it would be
political suicide and Trump would lose the Republicans in Congress if he
did so. Christie advised him not to fire Mueller. I
I bS per DOJ/OIP

~-------~I

Christie did not recall the precise timing of the
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telephone call, but thought it was in the summer of 2017, probably after
had been nominated to be the next FBI Director.
bS per DOJ/OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIP

b5 per DOJ/OII?

bS per DOJ/OIP

I
bS per DOJ/OIP

I
bS per DOJ/OIP

FBT(19cv1278)-840

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

170
b7E

(U)

Interview of Chris Christie

Conti11uutionofFD·302of_l_2_._l3_.2_0_1_9_1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,0n

02/13/2019

.P:ige

9 of 10
bS per DOJ/OIP

DOJ/OIP

I
I

bS per DOJ/OIP

b7A

.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_7_B_;;;per DOJ/OIP
b5

er DOJ/OIP

bS

er DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ/OIP

FB!(19Cll1278}-841

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

171
b6
b7C

(U)

Interview of Chris Christie

ContinuationofFD•102of _1_2_._13_.2_0_1_9_1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,On

02/13/2019

.Page 10 of 10
b5 per DOJ/OIP

~----------------------------b-5...Jr Oro/0"

FBI{19cv1278)-842

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

172

Q
_ _ ___,';,4\i.;;IZ,4)_,'?l2.\!V1..:.lqi.___ _ _ __\,./J\,)ld{~J

Chvi~ thn'<,,ht,

Hf:D
J::;e,p

j--------------b6

b7C

bS per DOJ/OIP

1----------

bS per DOJ/OIP

-·

-------t_________________JI - - - - - T,BI(T9cvI278)-:-S43

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

173

b5 per DOJ/OIP

,:'----------------------------'
l!
,1

II
b5 per DOJ/OIP

-~---l=

bS per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278}-844

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

174

---~Sf~l=vl/Y~

?o\C\.S

yyu..,wh C5YI.
&-

Jau-cl\ <..

:t::l'-'.\Y\10

V\,C\. s t==½:l V\ v,.

..

LA>v l_c!,,

f k O}:\( \/4, ~3 -T6) d
fJrO VJ0 ,( I'.'.. .\-'60 .\,

+-el'-.

-----~os:1:_~V~lw~,~~=~,~;~~----------------IA,OJ
CA..

PoTV"'

\::,V\,o\f\,

pci<-Lbv-:e

,A...':i,,

'rl..<;f'ce,1'<;. 14 av. po171c,,

tvv f'Ks .
:hvr,e,+ O\lo6L+ \,:\D\J

u'ia'-<· \'\\ '(;cA-

---~~"''v\-

n

L,{Jv\fA

D

\fan,_t

b5 per DOJ/OIP

-------~fh...i=
8-:'.:,

<

)I)()_

<::> d-e..,,

V:--,.Ct

l,~h

'1

~ - - ~ ~ h . _ , _ _ _ ,_ _ _ _ __

<t±:

.....',c,.,Ovv\C,

b

\y\Pl-t'.&

I±

y.

- - L ~ i i l 0\.\:::- c:Lo
C.C.... '

J 1\,0 \I

~ ~ / - ._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____,

1) P Y > ~ - - ~ \ 4D )IV

('y\ D .ll.::t1,,_..ia,.kl,_~

----~t~-~~-~-~w<+------------\

~...±::-~~~--'--"-~-+'!

---~~~~~-4¥5~~~t~e~·-----------

---L,---------------,__J~-

' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , - , . , , 1FBf
~1 19cv1278J-846
.

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

175

!i

i!

n
!,

ll
!)

1i
bS per DOJ /OIP

----n
'"-,,

i!

l

r-

l

bS per DOJ/OIP

I

I
1,

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

176

b5 per DOJ/OIP

~ sb,

, \ vY)

t,::,\\_ V\-\N\,'\, ·

t-zv"::\:: +~ 1l'.'fi
~,ru-,,b9c,h GJ\

~D,

\S Lnv:,

V\D

t

0 lD::traill'l~"-----

b5 per DOJ/OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ/OIP

-------,~ALL~~~u\.--->L.JVl"-"v"--"".};'-----'-)_l-l=v1~i (;~ I Lk'.t b lill4,_ _ __
____::fu\__h. ui,; l..t £ Pvi l-:: ~ :{ t1v, h fl\ m ( Hp 1L,;J I.L/'.t b /4'.b, ' FBI (19"cvI278)-=848

r

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

177

i1

1,
----+,-------·----------------------------·~-----

----·l•i!S.aL,,.L. .v.:t...~kL~.::::.~-1::Ll.&~-, .Q~£k..Lq..
:i

... . 11

v'l.t- -utcO\. .

.. ..

. . ...

..

..

.. .

..

.

..

ll
bS per DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ /OIP

F8l{19cv12781-849

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

178

---~--------------------~l,__.-___

b_S_p_e_r_DO_J_/0-IP

b5 per DOJ /OIP

fk-e 0/2 a

vi-

~~ ½,L):)A.
~

·

b C "'k,R-\

{< c ,A

\CV~V-

~D1

f

bS per DOJ/OIP

---:=T.--i--------,.---r---,------,,,,----=--c-,-J0cl( f<o tZ

-ow~--

L__ _ _ _ __ J - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b = S ' - - ' p e r _ D O J / O _ I P

._________________.1

JA

39-403

FBI( 19cv1278)-852

01/17/2020

179

!1

--~~---)f

bS per DOJ/OIP

~--------------~
,,
!I, '-B-11\(
E~-<U1-t¥ I/ i-\:Hal) t'.

-t~~-

1

<-.

1_,\,.,

g_hi(\b t:1

rt:C\S.JrkL,

~~Ll""

l

- ~ --i
~b~b~

-------4~-t')t½

-

titlo ll Jit:

DOJ/OIP

Mw~J_ __

\\v-~'¾--&~l~l<-~,_-_,-------------------------------

;1

i i CJ) Ns o

a

_k}~---1~L_µ'•~---b-S_p_e_r

LM

-\::D~~G_y-(__
__\--,,,_u--~'~'--------

¥,

~

~"''

b5 per DOJ/OIP

I
~U.Y\t'.\l--v

G\:v½,<__

&~

2- D l+
J,\JlkAr~

1----

\rf{Zv_"\~O&__fl_\_K-_G-hi~i--_ _ ___,

_ fl

-----------~-it.=ji=========::::;-,---------<----~FBI{19cv1278)-853

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

180

b5 per DOJ/OIP

I

I!

ll

-------~~ll_~_ifu_~tSLY\J-"""->f&~..D...l''A.I."\->.:.,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

:

]I

/JJ-t<-,v

~

A

\;\

°'...,,

p

~

'

IA/411, '

b5 per ·noJ/0IP

-._ _ -----rr
i'

1:
ii

ll

------#n

:iL___________________________

_Jt----

ii

I

----rL---.----........- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ J f - - - •

I

I

bS per DOJ/oi:P

FBlt19c111278 -857

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

181
b7E
- l of 8 -

FD-302 (Rev. 5-8-LO)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry

05/17/2018

COREY LEWANDOWSKI was interviewed at the Special Counsel's Office, located
at 395 E Street SW, Washington, DC, in the presence of his attorney,

f----.,_i]

!

b6
b7C

Present for the interview were SpeciaFl'-"A=e~n~t;,_;(~S~A~)_.__ _ , , - - - - - - '
S A ~ - - - - - ~ Intelligence Analyst..._,----,,----,,,---' Senior

Assistant Special Counsel (SASC) Andrew Goldstein, Senior Counselor to the
Special Counsel James L. Quarles, Counselor to the Special Counsel Michael
Dreeben, and Assistant Special Counsel Elizabeth Prelogar. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the
interview, Lewandowski provided the following information:
b6
b7C
b7E

b5 per DOJ /OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ/OIP

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person)

Fi!e,.::#:...!,,...,...,..,,...,...,...,...,..,,,,b=========.----------Datcdmfted

04/08/2018

InYcstigationon

04/06/2018

at

b6
b7C
b7E

'-------------------->--------------------
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T

bS per DOJ/OIP

Meeting with President Trump regarding Attorney General Jeff Sessions:

In mid-June 2017, Lewandowski had a meeting alone with the President irbs per DOJ/OIP
the Oval Office.

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ J e f f Sessions. The President expressed
criticism of Sessions' recusal from the Russia investigation and said if
he had known in advance Sessions would recuse, he would not have selected
him as Attorney General. The President said Sessions was weak

and the President asked him if he would deliver a message to
Sessions. Lewandowski said he would, and the President said, 11 write this
down" and began to dictate a message he said he wanted Sessions to deliver
in a public speech. The President thought if Sessions made the remarks he
provided, Sessions would get back on track in the eyes of the public and
would be viewed favorably.
Lewandowski wrote down what the President dictated on notecards he carried
in his pocket. [Agent note: Lewandowski provided the interviewing agents
the original copy of the notes he took during the meeting with the
President. The notes will be maintained in the lA section of the case
file.] Lewandowski confirmed his notes stated as follows: "I know that I
recused myself from certain things having to do withs ecific areas. But

our POTUS

b5 per DOJ/OIP

.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __, is being treated very unfairly. He shou1dn' t have
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a Special Prosecutor/Counsel because he hasn't done anything wrong. I was
on the campaign with him for nine months, there were no Russians involved

with him. I know

for a fact because I was there. He didn't

lo

anrthing

wrong except he ran the greatest campaign in American history.

bS per DOJ/OIP

'----~1

Now a group of people want to subvert the Constitution of the
United States. I am going to meet with the Special Prosecutor to explain
this is very unfair to let the Special Prosecutor move forward with
investigating election meddling for future elections so that nothing can
_.
happen in future elections. ._

_______________

bS per DOJ/OIP

The President did not provide additional instructions to Lewandowski other
than to say he wanted Lewandowski to deliver the message to Sessions, and
for Sessions to make the statement publicly. Lewandowski said he
~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b S per DOJ/OIP

He wrote as fast as possible to make sure he got the content
correct.

Lewandowski's efforts to pass the message to Attorney General Sessions:
bS per DOJ/OIP

Lewandowski contacted Sessions' office to schedule a meeting with him.
Lewandowski thought the message to Sessions should be delivered in person,
not over the phone.
b6

b7C
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1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . . , . . . . - - - - - - - - - ' b S per DOJ/OIP

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ H e did not want to
meet at the Department of Justice because he did not want Sessions to have
an advantaqe over him, since that was Sessions' turf.
I
I

I He did not want there to be a public loq of his visit. I

I

I

!they decided to meet at Lewandowski's office
I
~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ! T h e y set a meeting
for the following evening, but before the meeting the next day,
Lewandowski received word Sessions had a conflict and had to cancel their
meeting. They did not re-schedule the meeting, and Lewandowski left

Lewandowski maintained the notes in a safe at his home, which was his
standard operating procedure with documents and sensitive items,~c=----~,
b5 per DOJ/OIP

Sometime in the first week of July, Lewandowski called [then White House
Deputy Chief of Staff] Rick Dearborn to ask if he would be meeting with
Sessions in the near future and if so, if he could pass a message.
Dearborn had a longstanding relationship with Sessions, so Lewandowski
thought he would be an appropriate person to deliver the message in his
place. Dearborn agreed and Lewandowski said he would pass the message
intended for Sessions in person.

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b 5 per DOJ/OIP

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ! L e w a n d o w s k i knew the
White House was busy dealing with the messaging regarding a meeting that
had happened during the campaign.!
!

I

b5 per DOJ/OIP

.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,so he reached out to Dearborn again to see when he
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would be meeting with Sessions. Dearborn told him they had a dinner
scheduled that week and Lewandowski renewed the re uest for him to ass a
messa e. Lewandowski contacted Dearborn
bS per DOJ/OIP
' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' in mid-July
2017 and learned Dearborn was scheduled to have dinner with Sessions the
following night.
On July 19, 2017, Lewandowski and the President met alone in the Oval
Off·
bS per DOJ/OIP
.--i_ce._.__
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____.______,

I

1

In the meeting, the President asked him if he had talked to Sessions, and
Lewandowski said the message would be delivered soon.
At the conclusion of his meeting with the President, Lewandowski left the
Oval Office and went to the anteroom just outside, where he saw Dearborn.
Lewandowski handed Dearborn the typed copy of his notes and said something
the effect of, "this .is the message
talked a.bout."
bS per DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ/OIP

DOJ/OIP
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~----,--....,....,..---,-,---,---,-----,--,-..,...,,....-----,-----,-----,-----b,......Sle••
Lewandowski met with Hicks at around 6:30 pm that day. I

I

.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,I While Lewandowski and

Hicks
together, the President called Hicks to talk about the
interview and expressed that he was happy with how it was playing out.

Lewandowski told Hicks about the President's request and joked about the
idea of firing Sessions as a private citizen. He thought he told Hicks
that the President had said if Sessions did not meet with Lewandowski, to

b_S_.r =fo"
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Discussions about Recess Appointments
The same day as the New York Times interview, Lewandowski conducted
research on recess appointments on his own.

bS per DOJ/OIP

Lewandowski did not share the results of his research with the
President.
bS per DOJ/OIP

I
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

~

Da1cofcntl}

b6

03/29/2018

b?C

HOPE CHARLOTTE HICKS was interviewed at the Special Counsel's Office,
located at 395 E Street SW, Washington, DC.

Hicks was accompanied by her

bG
b?C

attorneysL------------------..-------'--'P~r~e~s~e~n"'it for the
interview were Supervisory Special Agent (SSA)
Special

I

Agent (SA) j
James L. Quarles, Senior Counselor to
the Special Counsel, Jeannie s. Rhee, Senior Assistant Special Counsel,
and Andrew Goldstein, Senior Assistant Special Counsel.
Hicks was advised
it is a crime to lie to the FBI in the course of an investigation, which
she acknowledged. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, Hicks provided the following

information:
bS per DOJ/OIP
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I
I

I
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b?C

I

lnvcstigationon

12/08/2017

at

Washington, District Of Columbia,

File#

(In Person)
Dalcdraftcd

02/22/2018

by ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 11iis document contains nc1fl1cr recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It JS Hie property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it ml<l its contents arc not
to be distnbuted outside your ageng.
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Interview of Hope Hicks

(Day 2)
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12/08/2017
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Interview of Hope Hicks

(Day 2)
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~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;,-5~p--'er DOJ/OIP

;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=,----------b-s~I~• ,wm
was about 3:00 a~5 per DOJ/OIP
~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ' S h e received a call from a telephone
number with a 202 area code, and a foreign person was on the other end of
the line. Hicks had a hard time understanding the person but she could
make out the words "Putin call."

She asked the caller to send her an email, which he
did. Once she received it, she forwarded it to Kushner.

DOJ/OIP

'-------------------------~I

The Russians sent a
letter, which she gave to transition officials. She had some back and
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Interview of Hope Hicks

(Day 2)
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b5 per DOJ/OIP

forth exchanges with Sergey Kuznetsov, .__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.
She remembered their first call and that the

exchan ed emails

Hicks reviewed an email (labelled "Exhibit 40") and confirmed she received
it after the phone call. She was not sure if the situation was legitimate,
which is why she sent it to Kushner to verify.

' - - - - - - - - - - - - - b l - S per DOJ/OIP

"T

DOJ/OIP

.____________________________________b_S....,1•< =Im
bS

per DOJ/ OIP

bS

per DOJ/OIP

' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ quoted Hicks as saying the
campaign had "no contact with Russian officials." She had received press
inquiries about it, because someone had said the campaign was in constant
contact with the Russian government. Nothing Hicks had seen led her to
believe that was true. She acknowledged her answer to the newspaper was
overbroad, but she checked in with a few people after the fact to validate
it. She recalled she talked to Kellyanne Conway and Stephen Miller.
She asked Jason Miller and probably asked Kushner. She
reached out to Conway and Bannon.
Hicks told that group she was planning to respond to the press and
hesitation or pushback from any of them.
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~------~I

Trump told Hicks Obama told him to watch out for Flynn.
Hicks thought the comment sat with Trump more than she expected.

t - - - - - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - _ , J I L - b - , 5 per DOJ/OIP
IFlvnn's and his son's tweets!

I
~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ , I T r u m p thought Flynn had
bad judgment. Hicks thought the tweets bothered Trumpl
I

It bothered

bS per DOJ/OIP

Trump that both Flynn and his son sent bad tweets.

bS per DOJ/OIP
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Trump said he never held Corney back or kept him in his office. Hicks
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~-----~Trump "scolded" Sessions in her presence but she was not sure
exactly what they said or when exactly it happened.I
I
l'T'rumn was verv anrrrv. I

r

I

I

"-;:::============================::b:::S='r

OW/o<e

b5 per DOJ/OIP

In the interview, Trump responded to a question about whether it was too
late to fire Corney by saying it was not too late, he had confidence in
Corney, and "we 1 11 see what happens."
bS per DOJ/OIP

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ H i c k s suggested they also edit out the
answer about Corney, but Trump wanted to keep it in, which she thought was
unusual.
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Hicks to get someone out there to defend him ..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,

I

ITrump was frustrated with the coverage.
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Minister Sergey] Lavrov and Kislyak on May 10, 2017.

I

I

b5 per DOJ/OIP

DOJ/OIP

.__ _ _ _ _.,...._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,The day prior (May 18, 2018), bS per DOJ/OIP
Trump and Hicks had an off the record lunch with news anchors to discuss
his foreign trip and had said similar things about Corney to that group. He

said Corney was a "nut job" and was "crazy."f

t--------,---~--------------------------b-5--',r•

Oro/O<e

I

.________,j

Trump j
did not seem concern~e_d_,_a_n_d_s_a_i_d-,-,-,h-e-,-.s-c_r_a_z_y__- , - , - - - - - - - - - - - - ~
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Interview of Hope Hicks

(Day 2)

,On

12/08/2017

,Page 20 of 23

r - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b S per DOJ/OIP

,___ _ _ _ _ _ ___,He never said he did not say the things the media said he
did.
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Interview of Hope Hicks
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When the Special Counsel was aonointed on Mav 17
surorised

2017

Trumo was anarvb 5 per DOJ/OIP

I

and frustrated.I

' - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - ' l s h e saw shortly afterward that
Sessions!
I in his office. I
I
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'------,-,-,--,-----,---,-----JI

The only other time she had
seen Trump like that was when the Access Hollywood tape came out during
the campaign. J
(
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A day later, on the flight from Saudi Arabia to Tel Aviv, Israel, Trump
took out S-'e"s"s-'i-"'o"'n"s-'_,_r""e"s-'i=an"a"t"i"o-"n'--'l"-e-"t"-t"-e-'r-"a"-n"'d'-"a""s'"k"-e-"d'-"a"-=
ar"-o"-u=-n.:.oc:f~=
rne.:.o=nl.;.e....:;weah"'a'-'t'-"h""e~should do.
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Interview of Hope Hicks

(Day 2)

,On _1_2_/_o_s_/_2_0_1_1_, Page 23 of 23
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that interview, she was "throwing herself
between the reporters and Trump to trv to table some of it." Trump loved
the interview I
(
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Collected Item Log

Event Title:

(U/ ~ ) Evidence Collected,
2017

Date:

06/09/2017

7,

Approved By:.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.
Drafted By:

b3 1

Case ID

b6 1
b7C 1
b7E 1,2

Rea

(UI

1.4 (b)

Derived F
20090615
Decla
y On: 20421
Collected From:

James Corney
b6 2
b7C 2

Receipt Given?:

Yes

Holding Office:

WASHINGTON FIELD

Details:

{ U / / ~ On June 7, 2017, at approximately 10:15 a.m., Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI)

Special Agents

(SA) .__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~and

collected four memorandums (memos) as evidence
from James Corney at his residence at
The memos collected are described as follows:

~----------~

b6 1,2
b7C 1,2

~---------------~

-one memo dated February 14, 2017, two pages;
-one memo dated March 30, 2017, two pages;
-One memo dated April 11, 2017, one page;
-One memo "last night at 6:30 pm, " four pages.

S~/~
'This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBl and is loaned to yom agency: it a11d its
contents are not to be distribttted outside your agency.
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Title:
Re:

( U / ~ ) Evidence Collected, June 7, 2017
06/09/2017

~------------~

Item Type
1B General

Description
( U / / - ) Four memorandums (memos) described as
follows: One memo dated February 14, 2017, two pages;
One memo dated March 30, 2017, two pages; One memo
dated April 11, 2017, one page; One memo "last night
at 6:30 pm," four pages.
Collected On:
06/07/2017 10:15 AM EDT
Seizing Indivird_u_a_l_:~!_ _ _ _ _ _ _...,._ _ _ __,
Collected By:
Location Area: ...._R_e_s_i_d_e_n_c_e_ _ _ ___,

!

b6 1,2
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Specific Location:

♦♦

~T//MOr'S!UI
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S~TI ~
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dateofentty

06/16/2017

b6 2
b7C 2

Former FBI Director James Corney was interviewed at his residence a t c = = J
.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____.This interview was scheduled in advance, for
the purpose of providing certain classified memoranda (memos) to Corney for
review. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Agents and
the nature of the interview, Corney provided the following information:
After reviewing the memos, Corney spontaneously stated, to the best of his
recollection, two were missing.
In the first occurrence, Corney said at an unknown date and time, between
January 7, 2017, which Corney believed was the date of his briefing at
Trump Tower, and Trump 1 s inauguration on January 20th, 2017, Corney
received a phone call from President Elect Donald J. Trump. The
originating telephone number may have had a New York area code. Following
the telephone conversation, Corney drafted and e-mailed a memo to James
Rybicki and FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe.
In the second instance, Comey was on his way to a FBI leadership
conference in Leesburg, Virginia (March 9, 2017) when he was diverted to
Liberty Crossing to respond to a request from Trump to contact him. Corney
contacted Trump from Liberty Crossing on a Top Secret telephone line. The
conversation was "all business" and related to
.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _...,.....comey is less sure

he drafted a memo for this conversation but if he did, he may have sent
bS per DOJ-OIP
on the FBI's Top Secret network.
Corney observed that the second page of the memo dated
30, 2017, had
the incorrect banner line classification of SECRET//NOFORN rather than
UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO at the top and bottom of the second page.

Jn-..-cstigationon

06/07/2017

" I.._______...._!u_n_i_t_e_d_s_ta_t_e_s_l_I_n_P_e_r_s_o_n_l_ _ _ _ _ _ _ b3
b6

Filc;.•_:::======:!::==========:::::;,--------Datcdrafted 06/07/2017
b; . __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

~;~

1
1,2

!'2

Tlus document contains neither recommendations nor conclustons of the FBl. It is the prope11) of the FBI and is loaned to) our agcnc)', it and lls contents arc not
to be dls1libutcd outside your agency

FBI 18-CV-00932-3

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

249

S¥T/

FD-302a (Re\. 05-08-10)

C'ontinuntionoftl).302of

b3 1
b7E 1

/lffll!'effl-

{ U / / ~ Interview of James Corney;
Collection of Four Memos

,On

06/07/2017

,Page

of 2

During the interview, at approximately 10:15 a.m., Corney voluntarily
provided the interviewing Agents four memos. Corney had these memos in his
possession when he met interviewing Agents. The memos collected are
described as follows and will be maintained as evidence:
-One
-One
-One
-One

memo
memo
memo
memo

dated February 14,

2017, two pages;
dated March 30, 2017, two pages;
dated April 11, 2017, one page;
"last night at 6:30 pm, " four pages.

Administrative
Corney signed an FD-597, Receipt for Property. A copy of the FD-597 was
left with Corney. The original, signed FD-597, the memos reviewed by Corney,
and interview notes will be maintained in the lA section of this case file.
The memos provided to Corney for his review had previously been modified to
include portion markings, banner lines, and classification authority
blocks.
After being collected from Corney, the memos were locked securely in a
General Services Administration approved safe located at the FBI
Headquarters building, located at 935 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington,
DC, at approximately 2:00 p.m. the same day.
On Friday, June 9, 2017, the memos were transported and entered into
evidence at the FBI Washington Field Off.ice evidence control center.
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Receipt for Propcl'fy

(Name)

:r~1 v·tteJ_ w~{~ot'nf ...

b6 2
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\Street Address.
(CiJy)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
12/19/2016

Date of entry

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.

Bruce OHR,
currently the Associate
Deputy Attorney'-,G,-e_n_e_r_a""l_a_n_a.,..·...,D,,_i_r_e_c..,.t_o_r_o.,.f-t'"'h,..e-,D,..e_p_a_r.,.,tment of Justice's

b6 -5
b7C -5

Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was interviewed at
FBI Headquarters. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following
information:

I

I

~ OHR met
in 2007, sometime before a January 2008
conference they both at~t,,_e_n_d_e_d,,_.--,-,OHR remembers he was at a conference when
and their first
....,_1_n~t~e~ra""c~t,-1~o~n,....,,t,-o,-o.,,...~p~a~c,,..e,_.,p~r~1~0~r,....,,t,-o""""t=at=-e~v~e~n~t,-.-~A-s--rt~e,,....,C=i~e,.-i, of ~D-OJ_'s_ ___,
Organized Crime and Racketeering Section at the time, OHR m e t ~ - - - ~ i n b l _ 1
London at'-,---,,---,-------,-''
was an expert on Russia,
b 3 _1
specifically Russian organized crime, and was concerned the west was not
b6 -2, 3
taking the Russian threat seriously.
Russian oligarchs are brilliant yet
b7C -2, 3
cold-blooded and do not act like adults as they kill people for nothing.
b7D -1
the years OHR and!
rad a few more meetings before OHR Jef+- b?E - 2 , 3 , 4

I

I

I

....__ _~,.ct joined or founded Orbis. _

OHR and
would see each other once a year in London or the{S'.!
'-,----,-__,~ad paid clients,
et rovided OHR with the same short
intel reports from
OHR
introduced

llJ)

I.--~_~~~~---------',I!
:=::I

OHR believes that!

b3 -1
b7D -1
b7E -2, 4

assify On: 20411231

!nvcsugationon

11/22/2016

at

Washington, District

Of

Columbia, United States

File#(

Datcdrafled

(In

Person)

11/22/2016

by._l_ _ _ _ __,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

b3 -1
b6 -2
b7C -2
b7E -1

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 1s loaned to your agency; it and 1l~ content~ are not
to be d1stnbuted outside your agency
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~ Interview of

11/22/2016

Bruce Ohr

,Page ~

~

OHR believes Russian oligarchs will provide information to
the FBI because in Russia everyone talks to the police.
Following the 2014

IS]

Ukrainian invasion OHR met,__,--..,..,..,-----,-,---,-,--,--~OHR recalled
the three talked about engaging with prospective oligarchs, and that
meeting led to a meeting between the FBI,,.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,

(U/~!

!U)

bl -1
b?A -1
b6 -2, 3
b7C -2, 3
b?E -4

b7D -1, 2
b?E -4

~)
In late July 2016, possibly Saturday, July 30, 2016,
,.__ _ _ _~called OHR and asked to meet for breakfast as he/she was in
Washington, D.C. and had some serious stuff to talk about.
planned to also tell SA
about the information he/she had collected.
OHR me9
for ~ s t where OHR was told that Carter Page had
met with high level officials in Russia.
Page met with Sechin and one
other person. The media had already

I

11

bl -1
b3 -1
b6 -1, 2, 3
b?A -1
b?C -1, 2, 3
b7D -1, 2
b?E -2, 3, 4

tS)

{S)
In addition,

as

was making a case agains\:t""""'"'im=-.: : : : : : : : : ~ : : : : : : : : : : :
almost ready to talk to the U.S. about the money,___ _ _ _ __, s t o l e . ~ - - ~
.___ _ _ __.claimed he had already given some of this reporting to SA
and planned to give the rest to him. At that time,
~ad pr~o-v-i~ae-a-~
c::::Jwith two reports regarding these topics while Glen Simpson had four.
OHR provided copies of notes he took during and after the meeting with
which are enclosed as attachments.

I

,_______..,I

I

~---~

~ OHR knew Glen Simpson hired.__ _ ___.to dig up Trump's
connections to Russia. OHR's wife is a Russian translator and was hired to
conduct open source research. Even though she did not know the goal of the
project, she was able to surmise the purpose as the individuals she was
researching were close to Trump. OHR knew that Glen Simpson was hired by a
lawyer who does opposition research.
OHR knewl
jreporting on
Trump's ties to Russia were going to the Clinton Campaign, Jon Winer at the
U.S. State Department and the FBI. OHR was aware that Simpson was
passingj
btormation to many individuals or entities and at
timesl
j would attend meetings with Simpson.

l,U)

lin

~ OHR me~
Washington, D.C. in late September,
possibly close to the time when the Yahoo news article was published on
September 23, 2016. During that meeting,
advised the Alfa
server in the US is a link to the Trump campaign and Sergei Millian's
Russian/American organization in the U.S. used the Alfa server two weeks

I

b?E -4

b?E - 4

I
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b7E -1

Interview of Bruce Ohr

ContmuationofFD-302of

b3 -1
On

11/22/2016

Pae

3 of 3

:! =~

,~p_r_i_o_r~-----------,.---.,.,..,----..,...,....,.,-,-.,.-,,,_..,,..,..,.-==,---,---.,.----' (SJ
was desperate t a t Dona
Trump not get
bG -l, 3
'--e""l_e_c-:-t-e""d-an-d-:-w_a_s_p_a_s_s""i_o_n_a.,.t_e_a,....bout him not being the U.S. President. OHR
b7C -1, 3
believes!
!wanted to blunt or foil the Kremlin's plans.
Simpson
b7E -4
and
jcould have met with Yahoo or Michael Isikoff jointly, but
OHR does not know if they did.
OHR provided copies of notes he took after
the meeting with.__ _ _ _..., which are enclosed as attachments.

I

~ OHR never believed!
~ k i n g up information or
shading it. He/she would say this is what
are telling me.
There
are always Russian conspiracy: theories that come from the Kremlin.
One
time OHR heard a theor from

b7D -1, 2
b7E -3, 4

OHR honestly

believes.__ _ __, reported what he heard from._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~ but
that doesn't make that story true.

lUl

~ Jon Winer possibly knew _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~
OHR met Winer in 1999 or 2000 when Winer was the U.S. Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for International Law Enforcement. Winer was very
interested in Russian Organized Crime and enthusiastic about the subject,
yet at times difficult to deal with. OHR knew Glen Simpson and others were
talking to Victoria Nuland at the U.S. State Department.

~

OHR

does not know howl
jhandJ.es or communicates
OHR does not know the identity

ofl._______.

b6 -1
b7C -1
b7E -4

b7D -l, 2
b7E -4

OHR provided the following contact information for
b6 -4
b7C -4
b7D -1
b7E -4
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b6 -2
b7C -2

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry

12/19/2016

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.

Bruce OHR,.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __. currently the Associate
Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of Justice's
Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force {OCDETF) was interviewed at
FBI Headquarters.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following
information:
~

OHR has neve,..r_,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _o~n

one occasion, OHR met with

\U)':"-~==~~~~r--;;;;;;--;;-;:;;---;;;;;;;;-;:-°j;;;.;;;---;;-;:-;;;;;;;;--;;:;;-;;-;:;~-;~l!!
S
OHR has never been present during meetings
between
2 ~;;;;;;;-------~
L-~-...--~a_n_d_J~o..,n Winer.

OHR is only aware that

I

land Winer have

b6 -5
b7C -5

b6 -1
b7C -1
b7D -2
b7E -4

bl -1
b3 -1
b6 -1
b?C
_

1

b?E _ 4

met a s ~ - - - - ~ a d v i s e s OHR that the meetings occur.

IUI

I
m:r

I

~ Glen Simpson directed
to speak to the press as
that was what Simpson was pa yin~
to do.
OHR does not know if
going to Mother Jones was Simpson's idea or not.

I

I

b7E -4

~ Glen Simpson hired OHR ls wife to conduct research for his
firm.
OHR will voluntarily provide his wife's research to the FBI. OHR
provided the interviewing Agent with a report on Paul Manafort.
The report
titled, "Manafort Chronology", was scanned and is a digital attachment to
this document.

:j

lnvestigationon

12/05/2016

at

Washington,

District Of Columbia, United States {In Person)

Lo,tcdrnfied

12/12/2016

This document con tams neither recommendatiom nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and 1s loaned to your agency; it and its contents arc not
tobedistributedoutsideyouragency
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry

12/19/2016

b7C -2

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.

Bruce OHR, ,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __, currently the Associate
Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of Justice's
Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was interviewed at
FBI Headquarters.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following
information:

~ OHR had breakfast at Peet's Coffee, 11th and E St. NW,
Washington, D.C. with Glenn Simpson at 10:00 A.M. on December 10, 2016.
During breakfast Simpson provided OHR with an 8GB Verbatim USB micro
digital media drive ( thumb drive) . OHR does not know what is on the thumb
drive but believes it is in regards to the workj
was hired to do
for Simpson.
The thumb drive was entered into evidence at WFO as original

(Ul

b6 -5
b?C -5

b7E -4, 5

I

evidence L . . . , - - - - ~ - ~ ~ - - - - ' and a working copy CD-ROM was produced for
investigative use.
An evidence FD-302 was generated and serialized to this
file.
~
OHR took notes after the meeting with Simpson to preserve
his memory and referred to them during the interview.
OHR' s notes are an
attachment to this document.

~ Simpson identified Michael Cohen, a lawyer in Brooklyn, NY
as having many Russian clients in the Brighton Beach, NY area.
Cohen is
the go-between Russia and the Trump Campaign and replaced Paul Manafort and
Carter Pa e.
Cohen's wife's last name is Shusterman
Cohen may
have attended a meeting in Prague, possibly in September, regarding the
Trump Campaign and the Russians.

(U}

De

b6 -1

b7C -1

ssify On: 20411

~ i 'one~
Jnvestigationon

12/12/2016

at

Washingt:on, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person)

Datedrafied

Fife#

12/14/2016

by.__ _ _ _ _ __.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
This document con tams neither recommendations nor condusrnns of the FBI, It
tobedistributedouts1deyouragency

is
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Interview of Bruce Ohr

,On

12/12/2016

,Page ~

~
According to Simpson, much of his collect.ion about the Trump
camoaign ties to Russia comes froml

~---------~I

I

b6 -3
b7C -3

Simpson does not know his name.

~
A former Trump campaign official, possibly Rick Wilson, was
talking about some of the Trump ties to Russia and the Trump campaign tried
to sue him for violating his non-disclosure agreement.

~ A Russian senator and mobster named Torshin may be involved
in running the Central Bank of Russia.
Torshin's name comes up in in Law
Enforcement Organized Crime circles as he is well known in a famous Spanish
case that shows direct linkages between Russian Organized Crime, Torshin
and the Russian Government.
Torshin may have funneled Russian money to the
National Rifle Association (NRA) to use in support of Trump. An NRA
lawyer,..__ _ _ _ _ _..., found out about the money pipeline and was very
upset, but the election was over by the time she learned of it.
Simpson
stated there are pictures or Torshin with Trump.
Simpson provided OHR with
an article on the NRA and Torsion. The article is an attachment to this
document.

b6 -1
b7C -1

~ Some of Simpson's staff believe the NRA spent an abnormally
large amount of money during the election, possibly indicating Russian
involvement, but others in his company disagree.

~)
The New York Times story from October 3, 2016, that
downplayed the connection between Alfa Bank servers and the,,..:.i:J;,uUW...C.illll;,,aJca.\l
was inc rrec . There was communi tion nd it wa n't
a .

(UI
..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __. bl -1

_____

._

Simpson received a bizarre tip on December 9 that the

__, Simpson is not sure whether to believe this.

~ Simpson still thinks Sergei Millian is a key figure
connecting Trump to Russia.
Looking at Millian led Simpson's company to
Cohen.
Simpson would be surprised if Millian was still in the U.S. Simpson
believes Millian is an SVR officer, however he is deducing this from
Millian's alias, not because he was told Millian was SVR. Millian may have
overseen many financial transfers from Russia to assist the Trump campaign.

I

~ Simpson asked
jto speak to the Mother Jones
reporter as it was Simpson's Hail Mary attempt.

b3 -1
b6 -1,3
b7A -1
b7C -1,3
b7E -2,3
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{U)

,On

12/12/2016

.Page

~

b7E -1

~ OHR asked Simpson if he was concerned about his personal
safety.
Simpson responded that he learned from his Russian investigative
reporting what they were capable of but there was no way for him to know if
they were coming after him.
Simpson mentioned that someone called and
asked him to find out where all of the Alfa Bank stories were coming from.
Simpson did not state this was a threat from the Russians, but that was the
impression made upon OHR based upon the timing of the comment and using
that story as a response to OHR's question.
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F'EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry

12/27/2016

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.

Bruce OHR,
currently the Associate
Deputy Attorney~G_e_n_e_r_a_l_a_n_d_D_ir_e_c_t_o_r_o_f_t_h_e_De_p_a_r~tment of Justice I s

b6 -5
b7C -5

Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force {OCDETF} was interviewed at
FBI Headquarters. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following
information:

IUi

~ On December 20, 2016, at 11: 00 A.M. OHR provided writer with an
8GB SanDisk Cruzer Glide USB micro digital data storage drive (thumb
drive).
Glen Simpson at Fusion GPS hired OHR' s wife, Nellie Ohr, to

conduct research for his firm.
OHR voluntarily provided his wife's
research to the FBI.
OHR provided the interviewing Agent with the thumb
drive and indicated it contained the totality of the work Nellie Ohr
conducted for Simpson, but the Fusion GPS header was stripped.
Nellie Ohr
is a Russian linguist/analyst and a former Russian History professor. The
thumb drive was entered into evidence.

Rea

lnvestirat1ooon
File~

12/20/2016

: l,4(b)

at Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person)

I

b,1,-1-------,-----_J------------- Date drafted

12/20/2016
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
01/31/2017

Date of entry

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL

Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.

{U} ~

Bruce OHR,,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __. currently the
Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF} was
interviewed at FBI Headquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agent and
Intelligence Analyst and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the
following information:

~

b6 -5
b7C -5

On January 20, 2017, OHR received an e-mail from Glen Simpson

asking OHR to contact Simpson. OHR subsequently contacted Simpson
telephonically. During the telephonic conversation, Simpson told OHR that
one ofl
~as been identified and ,µ.u. .........._.'-'-"'---~
be publicl v named bv the media within the next couple of davs.

I

'-,-,--.,....~I When

OHR asked for more information regarding !,__ _ _ ___,land
the nature of the threat, Simpson replied ne would contact Steele for more
information and then re-contact OHR.

{TJ)

b6 -1, 4
b7C -1, 4
b7D -1, 2
b3 -1

~

In the early hours of January 21, 2017, OHR received a text
message from Steele which OHR did not notice until later in the morning.
Around 8: 00 am on the same day, OHR received call from Steele. During this
conversation Steele relayed his concerns regarding the safety o f c : J

Reaso · l.

-

(b)

Derived rom: FBI
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Deel ssify n: 20421231

lnvestrnationon
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F,J

at

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States {In Person}
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01/25/2017
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~

b3 -1
b7E -1

of Bruce Ohr 23
Contmuatt

t'h"e me<l±-,r.--&;e-e<ar,;•-,,1ea,;;ee--H"may need help quickly."
b3 -1
b6 -1, 4
b7C -1, 4
b7D -1, 2
b7E -2, 3

C

b3 -1
b6 -1, 3
b7C -1, 3
b7D -1, 2
b?E -2, 3

~

Steele also told OHR that he spoke with a staff member of
Senator John McCain's office sometime prior to October 2016. Steele had
this conversation at the request of.__ _ _ _ _~ Since October 2016,
Steele had not spoken to anyone regarding the Trump dossier.

IU)

b6 -1
b7C -1

~ OHR took notes during the contact with Simpson and Steele to
preserve his memory and referred to them during the interview. OHR's notes
are an attachment to this document.

~
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry

01/27/2017

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.

{U/ ~

b6 -5
b7C -5

Bruce OHR, ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' currently the
Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task E'orce {OCDETF} was
interviewed at FBI Headquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave. , Wash.i ngton, DC.

After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agents and
the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following information:

~

On January 24, 2017, OHR received a WhatsApp notification from
Christopher Steele. On January 25, 2017, Steele contacted and spoke with
OHR via WhatsApp. I
I

b3 -1
b6 -1, 4
b7C -1, 4
b7D -1, 2
b7E -3

~ OHR took notes during the contact with Steele to preserve his
memory and referred to them during the interview. OHR' s notes are an
attachment to this document.

Investigationon

01/25/2017

at

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States {In Person)
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File#
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry

01/27/2017

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.

IU)

~

b6 -5
b7C -5

Bruce OHR,...__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ , currently the

Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task E'orce (OCDETF) was

interviewed at FBI Headquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agents and
the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following information:

(!J)

~ On January 27, 2017, OHR received a WhatsApp notification from
Christopher Steele indicating j

Jand Steele

would like to keep the line of communication open with OHR for future
contact.
OHR replied in the affirmative.

Investigatmnon

01/27/2017

at

Washington,

b6 -4
b7C -4
b7D -2

District Of Columbia, United States (In Person}

m,I
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m)

~

b6 -5
b7C -5

Bruce OHR,.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __, currently the

Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was
interviewed at FBI Headquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agents and
the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following information:
~
OHR stated he had been contacted by Christopher Steele, via
WhatsApp, on January 31, 2017. On January 30, 2017, the Trump
Administration fired Acting Attorney General Sally Q. Yates and Steele had
contacted OHR to determine if OHR anticipated being fired as well and, if
so, who in the Department of Justice could he continue to reach out to.
OHR added that he had previously explalned to Steele at some point, his
contact with the U.S- Government would have to involve the FBI.
Interviewing agents asked OHR to ask Steele if he would be comfortable
getting the name of an FBI agent.

~ OHR advised Kathleen Kavalec, Deputy Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, U.S. Department of State would be
meeting
representatives in order to discuss potential Russian
influenc~e~i_n_t_h_e_i_r~upcoming Presidential elections.
OHR reminded the
interviewing agents Kavalec did speak with Steele several times prior to
the 2016 US Presidential election and believed Steele's reporting to have
generated from mainly!..__ _ _ __.

I

I

bl -1 Per DOS
b6 -4
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b3 -1
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~ Interview of Bruce Ohr 06

I

0,2,10 ,6 fl-'ll-1-----, 2 o ¾ ?eriffiFlal.
il'l f e ei, c ei' '2lJJR ~
like to 'clean things up' and felt the circumstances surrounding the 2016
b3 -1
us Presidential election had become 'too emotional.'
OHR stated, as he
b6 -1, 3, 4
understood it,
jwas informed of what was required during the FBI
b7C -1, 3, 4
interview.
b7A -1

Continuationek1-1£3%Te~';bcfu;fl ~~ 1 :

i

I

b7D -1
-2,

.---'.e':::=::..::=::ea,NF"-)_,_1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _1L.,b7E
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~ Bruce OHR,
currently the
Associate Deputy At to rne y '"G'"e_n_e_r_a""l_a_n""d....,..D r-e-c""'t_o_r_o_,f...,...,t'"he--,D'"e_p_a_r""'t..,men t of

b6 -5
b7C -5

i.,..·

Justice s Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was
I

interviewed at FBI Headquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington,

DC.

After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agents and
the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following information:

s

~ OHR stated he had been contacted by Christopher Steele, via
WhatsApp and OHR responded via FaceTime on 02/11/2017.

fU/
(U)

:...~~~~~~~~~~~-=-r----'I
IU)

b6 -1, 4
b7C -1, 4
b7D -2

s,ee>e "'" ecO , ~ '"""
OHR added._,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.

Steele Is company is continuing to work for both

n

her attorney forJ,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____r---"_,
owever, OHR explained Steele is beginning to worry about his
business and was preparing a ~ - - - - - - - - - - ~ t o broker a business
relationship with the FBI.
Steele advised OHR, 1 You may see me re-emerge b6 -1, 3, 4
in a couple of weeks.'
b7C -1, 3, 4

(U)

~ OHR responded he had yet to ask Steele if he would like to

b7A -1

b7E -2, 3

be provided with an FBI contact.

~ OHR also advised ~ - ~ - - - ~ w a s doing fine, but were
still a bit "freaked out." However, it seemed to Steele that things were

iUI

calming down and he was pleased about a recent CNN article that stated U.S.

eclassify On:

1231

~
Investigation on

02/14/2017
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Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person)
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~
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
05/10/2017

Date of entry

~ on 5/8/2017, s~

land ssAj

I

I

interviewed BRUCE OHR, j
currently the
Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) at FBI

b6 -2, -5
b7C -2, -5

Washington Field Office, 601 4th Street, Washington, DC. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the

interview, OHR provided the following information:

\U)

~ OHR and STEELE communicated via text message in WhatsApp and
arranged a call for 5/3/2017 at 8: 00 AM.

STEELE told OHR that business

was good.

\U}

~ STEELE had been worried about Director Corney's upcoming

testimony to congress, especially his response to questions that would be
raised by Representative Grassley.
STEELE was specifically concerned
about anything Director Corney would say .__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _....,
~ S T E E L E was happy with Director Corney's response.
conversation, STEELE had expressed concern for

:U)

b3 -1
b6 -4
b7C -4
b7D -2

ml ( ~

STEELE informed OHR that the disclosure laws in the UK were
more narrow than in the United States and therefore limited his ability to
testify before Congress. STEELE cited specifically that he was restricted

from.._l _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,j

IU1

~------~with

b6 -1, 4
b7C -1, 4
b7D -2

_______________________

...,

the .._

~
l11vesugation on

05/08 /201 "J

at

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In
Person)

file~#-'=======,..J--------------------Datedrafted

05/08/2017

by'-------~---------------------------This document contains neither recommendations nor concluswns of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency_ a and its contents are not
tobedistributedoutsideyouragcncy
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~

b3 -1
b7E -1

~ Interview of Bruce Ohr 8 May
Continuat1onofFD-302of

{U)

201 7

,On

05/08
/ 2 0 17

,Page

2 of 2

~

GLENN SIMPSON of FUSION-GPS and ~ w o u l d be visiting STEELE
soon and were in the process of "lawyering up
(NFI) .
b6 -1

~JONATHAN WINER was bringing over a letter separately (NFI).

iUi

b7C -1

~ STEELE was interested in working with the FBI and had
additional information if the FBI was interested.
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~
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry

~

On 5/12/2017, SA!

05/12/2017

!

!and SSA!

interviewed BRUCE OHR, r1'--'=---------"='-"=-'----,__c_u_r_r_e_njtly the

b6 -2, -5
b7C -2, -5

Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of

Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETFl at FBI
Washington Field Office, 601 4th Street, Washingtonr DC. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the
interview, OHR provided the following information:

\U)

~ STEELE sent OHR a text message in WhatsApp some time around
Tuesday and they set up a call via WhatsApp for Wednesday 2:00 PM EST.
~ Over the course of their telephone call, STEELE informed OHR
that he had received a letter from the Senate Intelligence Committee
(SIC).
The let"ter requested answers to the following questions:

1.

2.
3.

Had STEELE provided information to the US Government?
What was the scope of STEELE's investigation?
Did STEELE have any additional information to provide?

~ STEELE mentioned that SIC was considering sending staffers to
the UK.

~~'---~!requested that OHR ask STEELE if he would be willing
to have a conversation with FBI agents in the UK.

b6 -2
b7C -2

OHR agreed to pass

along the message.

s
D

~
'"r""~"•~•~tio~"~"'~'_ _ _ _ _ ___,,at

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States { In
Person)

b3 -1

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, 1t and its contents are not
to be distributed outstde your agency
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~
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry

_o_s_1_1_s_12_0_1_7_ bG _ 2 , _ 5
b7C -2, -5

(U) ~

On 5/15/2017

I

SA

I

land ss~

.I

interviewed BRUCE OHR,
~ l y the
Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justic~ 1 s Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force {OCDETF) at FBI
Washington Field Office, 601 4th Street, Washington, DC. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the
interview, OHR provided the following information:

(UJ

~

CHRISTOPHER STEELE sent OHR a text message in WhatsApp on or
around Friday, 5/12/2017.
The two set up a call via WhatsApp for Saturday
at 9:00 AM EST.

~ Per FB~'s previous request, OHR asked STEELE if he would be
willing to meet with FBI agents.
STEELE responded that the answer was an
immediate yes but that he would need to check withl
OHR was clear that this wo'-u-l""d,-.,,b""'e-,-,n""o"'"t"h""rn'"g--m-o"r"e--'
~t'"'h_a_n_a_c_o_n__
v_e_r-sa_t,_r,..,o-n-w'"'i'"'t..,..h the FBI and STEELE said that would be alright.

{U)

b6 -1
b7C -1

~ STEELE informed OHR that he had information regarding a
conversation between

L---------'

~ STEELE contacted OHR via Whatsapp at 9:45 AM on Monday, 5/15
/2017.
STEELE said t h a t ' - : - , : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ w e r e both ok
with him talking to the FBI.

b6 -1, 2
b7C -1, 2

~

SSA c = J t o l d OHR that he would communicate with headquarters
regarding FBI agents meeting with STEELE and let him know when he received
a response.

Reason:
Derived From:
Security Inf
Declass·

05/15/2017

Washington,
Person)

District Of Columbia, United States (In

',.:.t--------,,____ J - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - D a t t : d r a f t e d

05/15/2017

b3 -1
b6 -2
b7C -2
b7E -1

by~-----~~---------------------------This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency,
tobedistributedoutsideyouragency
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Why has the NRA been cozying up

to Russia?

Throughout the zcn6 presidenthtl eampnign, there ,vns a stc:.Hiy
strearn of stories published about Donald Trum.p, his. second
campaign mkmngt.n-, his supporters at \Vikilcaks, and the ties they
apfH~{1r-ed to hnve to RussLan President- Vladimir Putin and the

Rus~hm Jlcderation. Reporting ,ahm highlighted that~ more thun any
nthe:r national orgnnh'J.itinn, the Natkrnal Rlfie: Association (NRA)
went all-in to dt.~d Tnnnp,

ht1pi;:/!thi1lkprogn}ss.org/nra-aml-n1ssian-cousinu l 8f607d40240
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But no attention w.as given to the tics between the NRAi a Ru,.:;sfon
gun~rights gn)up run by a hventy~somcthing gun acli\'ist named
!\larin Butim1 1 and her dose friend and boss, the deputy governor of
the Russian central bank~ Alexander Torshin.
\Vh? does an American gun group that promot(~~ gun rights as a
defense against tynrnn.r align itself v.,ith a group vl/itb dose ties to an
autlirn·itarian regilne? \Nhy \.Youkl Putin allies build a gra~sroots non~
proOt to loosen Russia~s gun hJ\\'S, rather than just enact them?

.Expr.'rts who SJ)OlH~ ro ThinkProgn!S8 say tht\y are not surt\ but tht.:.V
discusst~d \.vhcth{~r the whok'. arrangement JS a ('over for ~1 larger
effort to unck!rmlni:.' American sanctions against Russia,

A meeting in Moscow
On Decernber u, 2015. in ttw dtplhs of a biting ivloscow win.terr Th<.!
Right lo Bear Arms hosted a ddeg:ation foJm its American
count<ffpart, the NRA. Dadd Keene, an NRA board mernher and
former nntionnt president of the organization, flew to Russia to
attend the ()venL Also at that meeting ,vere NRA First Vice President
Pete Hrowndl, CEO of the world's lnrgc:st firenrm ~wccssories
s11ppHcr~ NRA funder Dr. Arnold Goldschlagtr and his drn:ghtt.~r,
NRA \'Vomen's L<.itidership

Fon1rrt <.~xe.cuttve c-onimittee tiwn-,ber

HHary Goldschalger; nnd Outdoor Ufo'. channel heGd ,frm Uberah:H'C.
P-erhttps: tb:.: mo-:-;t fnmons guest at the gathering:, trading his

e.1stornnry uniform for a black leather Vt"1't over a huuon~down shirt
\\'tl.S

i\clihxmJkte County Stwriff and Fox News reg1.Jbr David A.

Clarke,
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Clarke said little publicly about H1(~ en.!nL Twn ,v~!cks earlier, hi.s
(Jffice put out a vague press reiens:e noting that he \vould ''tra\\~i to
the l'diddle East a11d Asia beginning Novernber 28 1 :2.015 and

retnrn~ng December 1~3, 2tn5i" induding that he'd '·receive briefings
on is.:;;ucs fating those regions and visit historic sites."

But the !\-Hhvaukee 3ourna1 Sentinel's Daniel Hice noticed tirnt
Clarke'~ ,h'muar.r 2016 ~thks disclosure ming shed some light on tht'.
trip, Part mw \·,.-as $20,155 trip to Israel., paid for by the NRA Ring of
Fnicdorn. D11ring his \.Veek-plus: of travel there, he did a rernotc

intcrvh\\·v from .Jerusalem for fox Business Network~ The r1:.mlaining
days ,,.,ere spent in Rnssla. His airfare to lVtoscmv nnd visus, totaling

$1~},785,10, were paid for by Brownell; his $6000 ,vtwth of meals~
hntet trnnsportalinn 1 and excursions ,vere provided by the ''AH~
Russia Puhfic Orgnni1.ntion ''fhe Right to Bt~rir Arms.'"
Clarke's offke dedini:d to release any records to Bkt about the trip,
the n!porter \-vroh.\ "saying it ,nts: pcrsonal··--·not offidal .... tnweL

ev,•n though personal trips (a.k.a. vacations) are not suppos:ed to be
listed on the Dthics fonn."
At that <.:onfenmee, iK'tordil1g to a post on the Right to Bear Arms'

FtweborJ:k pnge, in addition to group's chairrrn.rn and fourn.:for Maria

https://thinkprogr~s:1-,org/nra-and ... russinn-.-cousin-J SH507d40140
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Butina, n v,:elccnning speech 1,vas delivered by honorary men1be:r of
The Right lo B(?Hr /\rms ,..-\lexander Tornhin,

The Godfather and the Godmother?
':-·'!aria Butina gn.'.\V up in Altni. a mountainous nrca in sonH1c-rn
Sihc-rb, hut moved to rvlosctYn' \\'hen she i.vas 22. AhnoBt -O\'ernight,
she gaining notice as tlw fonndt•r o:rnd chair of Rtrnsiu's gun-rights
nH)vement. Reportedb-~ a strong supporter nf Putin and his United

Rus:-:ia Party 1 she helped start The Right to Hear Arms nbout five
yearn ago as a non~pront organization, The gronp1 she \'{)\-vcd 1 \\'Ottld
not be- a front for '·any bloody lobby" and vmuid be funded through
dnes from mernhers, "1 personally have a furniture -and household
<1ppliances hu.siness," she told Russian l.1(m·-spapcr Izvestia.

''People who_gin) U$ money frJ:r \.\\Wk, thz~y art usual gun owrn.:rs
bee.ruse to have a gtm in Russia is very expensive:, So thrse people,
they trnYe tnnney and they give us money," Bulina expbint!d in a
201~t inten'ievv vdth Tm,vnhal!'s Katie Pa:dich, "'\Ve lnn'c- no mo.n.ey

from goYerruTH.~nt 1 not one coin from governrno-nL 'The group nuw
claims 10,000 mernhers.
Thrn.ltth Russfo 1s .eorn,titution does not contain Second /\Jnendrnent~
like gun rights, her rhetoric is remarkably slmibr to the- NRA'~.
"\.-lore legal guns <.:qual less crllne,." she told the Nloseow~fimes thls

"lf a cmmtr~- bans guns. only crirnint:ds have tteccss to them."
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After tht~ Snndy Hook nrnss shooting in 2012.J her group criticized
gun-·frcc school zoncl'-. as: intffedive prnhibhionist poHdes, «In this

shooting si.x te.:H:h(•rs dled, six people \vho could literally use only

their hands to defond t'hiklren.'" The murzforer planned thls knowing
lhnt no one ,would be armt'.d," s:he told Itadio Frt~(! Europe/Radio
Liberty, "\Vhat is the right to life, ingr.:iincd in orir tonst!tution, if you
1.!nn 't have th<~ right to bear arms? lf a person wishes l"o defrmd

hii:nsdf. ht\ has no means for prutection,"

Maria Butina, Chairman ofthe Russian orga,,.

Like the NRA, HutinH tends to dismiss the eonnt.x•tim1 bet\VN)n guns
>·tnd death, including sukldes, "People online take:- facts from my
hlog~ turn them upside and scream \lust look .at d1is! In the Stlks,

;50,000 penple dle frnm firearms every year! HO\\' ;:tt-vful!' But su
what?" she told thti Nevv Republic in 2012. "S\dtzerkind ht1.s th~: n1hst
suicide0 using a gun, and y(~t, Svvitzcriand has the kiast number of

total suicides. l.'vloren\\'.f, a gun ls the most humane \.Vt:apon for
~uidde eornpan:d to nB the other methods that exlBt."

The sr.unt' artJ,dc noted Hwt. early on, BuUna "gailwd a po·1:ve-rft1l
;•tHv --·- .i\lc-xnndcrTorshin, \Vho is an NRA Lifo fl,li:.imJ:icr, n ''high~
rnnking 1nc-rnbcr'· of Putin's United Ru;-;si.:i t:tnd, at the time, the first
dt:rnily speaker oft he Russian senate.
The NRA took note ,when Torshin authored an unsneecssfol hill that
;·ear thal '1-\'mlld havt! alim.red public use of flreanns. lVhen he

pres('nled Hw biH to his t:o!k~agtH}Sf days after the Aurora, Colorado.
mtn'ie theater shooting th<.tt left a dozen d(!t.t(\ hiB colleagues \Ve.re
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not sokL 'I'lH}Y feared Russi.ans, too., \vould all shoot t_•aeh other. "How
ean yon have so little trust for your.:1eH, for your people," he asked

tlH.'m. In ~tOL,h hm·/evc-r, Putin's governn11:.:nt did t'hange the laiv to
ul!fnv Heensed g;un mn1ers to tan:y \ve::1pons in puhlk for sdf-defen;-,.c,
1\ft-cr )\!Hrs serving ln the upper house of parHnmc-nt·, in 2015 he \YZl~j
nppointed deputy govern-or for Russin's c-t.~rttrnl bank. Butinu \Vas.
nppoinkd ":;pednl assistant" to Torshin. nt ttw txmk.
Their doszi relationship is evident in thdr ,w1rk and social m<.:dia

present\~. tn 2014, she rm:.ti::>cd him as ,1 ''greai gun lover" ¥v'l"w
:-upports both Th<.'. Right to Hi:_1nr Arms group and tht: NRA.. Last
rnonth, Torsbtn tweeted a photo nt her holding a baby. calling her
"th(~ f}Odr:nnthr.•r" of the child.

http:~>- '!blnkprogrcss,orghm:t-nnd~russhuH.:ousin~ l 8ff)07d40240
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Torshin also has heen called "the godfather." While he's only
adrnitted to h,:rvh1g been a godfather in the rdig_k,us stmst\ Spanish
iiwestigators claimed in an .August rcpnrt that the "Ru;:;sian politidan
Alexnnder Porfiricvkh Torshin stands above

tan alleged figure in the

tv1oseow-hased ~l~~ganskaya cdnte symHcatej, \Vho talls him

'godfather' or 'l:x),t,;s"' and ct>ndui::Jed nn his behalf "activities and
investrn-ents.'' Turshin denied the allegntiont h>:Hing B!omnherg "Tm
a public individual and I'm not hiding ~H\\'\Vherc,"

Torshln kild the New Republic's ,Julia Joffe in 2.0l:2 that he ndmlt·t~~
the· NRA b(•tause it 1'eprescnts "'sbbilit:v' •··the credo of Putin's

The Keene connection
ln May of 20-1:➔, Torshin trnV£!hx1 to tl-H.! NRA eotn'{~ntinn in Houston,
Ivfonths later, he \vrote about H ln an \Vm;;:hingkrn Thnes OP/ED
about the p,rns.ing of Mikhail Kdn.shnlkov (the innmtor of the i\·K~
47). ''Last year, I had the pkiasure of attending the National Rine
.,-\.ssodation'::- annual nweting in Houston:· he recounted.
_, Kafashnikov couldn't join rne~ though '\1/e brive hoth h::-en 'life
members" nf the NR1\ for years, At 9a~ his health \\'as t\'<.1n then
beginning to foH 1 hut l thought of him as J tt.mrtd. the exhibit rn'en
,-vhere 1 saw doz£ins of AK-47 clones:' The opinion editnr for th<.~
paper b Hw N R.-\'s David Keene.

fn bct\',?een. Keene traveled to Russin for a faU 201;3 gun conference,
hosted by The Right to Bear Arms. Hutina's online .Jd\'ertb,ernenls
for the event s1wtifically highlighted his partidp.:ition, calling him
''the thrmcr president of the le~i:.mdary NRA" SJw chaired the ()vent,
Ton;-hin attended, and Keene ;;poke. Keene posred a pk.tore of his
visit Nith TQrshin on his personal website m1d shan~d it on F:1cebook.
1

\Veeks nHe!.:: the conferc.mce, Hutinn explained in a Uve,Jourm.1l post

that just because a foreign dtizen ls an NllA me1r1b,~r~ that does not
necets-st:ri1y rnean they are n SP)'.
ln April of 20.14 1 Butlfrn traveled to the NRA's annual meding in
lndlant1p0Hs, She \\'<l:S given the "rare pri-vilegtt of ringing the
organiv. 1.tfrm's
.
replica nf the Liberty Bell and prnsented a p!aque tn
NRA. President .rim Port{~r. She attended a ,,~mnen's luncheon as tlte
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guc_,.;t. i)f fonncr NRA Pn•sidt.'.nt Sundy Froman and purtidpated in
lb:.• gt'nt'rai meeting a~ Kc.(~m/s sp<}dal gw:.;$L

Hutina hlogged uhout her ttip., noting that she was invited to B~!s.tk at
th1.} t>xdusin} Ring of Freedorn dinner wHh "the patrons who
don,,t-e<l" more tkm St rnilHon to the NR;\. Before k:ttving: the
country, she stopped by the nrgarrization's national hetHlqunrters in
Fafrfrr....:., Virginia, and posed for a picture ,-vHh Keene,
Butina rdnrncd thc folhw.:ing April for the arml1.Jl convention in
Nash\ilk, She m,wvded :.,bout winning a neekiace and e:.wrings at
the silc11t auction, att<.inding the wonH.m~only NRA ,vomen's forum,
and about the lack of democracy in de·dsion-making. "ln spite of all
demoen.H:_v. foreign-ers, even if the mcm.ht:-rs of the NRA, c.nn not \\)lP
for the adoption of dcdsions," sht~ observed, noting that at Tht Right
t.i:-J

Hear Arms, "we rnaintnin direct derno-cratit election~. 1n rny

opinion~ as the founder of tht~ orgnni;,-,atiot1, it is more fair to the
dti:-:cns ...

l J?!iilf1Bt<'i2107)-29
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T'orshin attt.,m.kx1 the fl.Jay

2(H6

convention in Loulsvme, Kcntueky,

meeting \\'ith Trump and even shudng H table with Donald Trump {Jr.

,it ,me nf thl' i:.Hnncrs,

The Right to Be-ar Arms has a ways to go lK&>re lhey can dev(ifop the
rn.1Lsizcd level of influence its Arnerican countcrp,wt tnjuys, But in

~?0·1~1. it s1.1eeessfo11;· eonvlnced HK· Russiun par1iarnent to pass~)
ca~lle doctrine hilt. Bullna has talked a great deal ahout bringing the

NR.Ys suece::.:sfu1 programs, like Hie group's Eddie Eagle etnTicu1nm
fnr kizh.;. to Russia.

A hidden purpose?
Butina)s interests appear to go beyond Just guns. She freqw:::ntly
\\Tites ahout her oppositkHt to ctonomic sanctions by the "\-\'C}:,.t
1

induding tho,se on Russian arms. Inn 2015 artide for The National

Interest, she t\T()tc, "H mHy t..:1kc the election uf t) Republican to the
\VhHe !-:l.ot1se in 2016 to hnpnwe relations hC't\','Cfn the Russian
Fedt•t;Jtion '-'md tht United States.,.

Not long after Butirw.'s 2:oq visit~ the NRA put out a litt1e-nntkcd
staterncnt l'ritidzing the Obama adrn:inbtmtion\;: sanctions against
Russia. Notin)!, that the crackdov•in indnded Russia's arms
rnnnuiaeturer, they \\'YOte; ·'\VhHe the {JnHt~d States governrnent

blames the Ukrainian conflict for this late;,t movi:.•, gun conlTo1
advocates ,vill no doubt applaud the- ban on importation of s<'mH) nf
the very types of fo'em·n1s at the center nf recent domestic attempts

http~://ih)nlq~rogr¢s;:;..org/nrn~and~ru~sinn~cousin-I 8f607d40240
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to h;i.n sn-calkd 'assault ,vc~)pons."' \Veeks later, The Right to Bt~ar

;\rrns <rnnmn1tx~d it \.\'OU.kl soon host nnother NRA reprc~'tmtative in
.\"1osco•A\ "1ifr rnember" Paul Erickson, for i1n "open mt:1:-tlng:'

ln 201s. Buhn:i tn.1Yt:led around country folk)\.vlng Rcpuhticnn
pr(~skk:ntial candidates, She -attended Gov. Seott W'a!ker's (R-\Vl)

nnnounci:.m1t.~nt speech in VVaukesba, \Visconsin. As an audience
member n Trump campaign event in Las Vegas., she a,..;ked tht!
l·andh.L.:iJc about sanctions mH.i his commitment to lfft Hwm if
ele('ted.

,fnsh HorwiCt, <.:xecutive director of th<.: Coalition to Stop G-un
Viohmee, told ThinkProgn.\:c,s that lJ.S.~Russian cconnmic lies, ratlwr
than gun right:-., could be the n~a! aim of The Right to Bear Arms, ''I
th1nk !.he important. thing is all those involved ,vith thi.s arc dose
vdth Putin . If Putin ·wanted n1m·e guns in Russiai he doesn't nt1ed tn
de\velop an NRA in Russin lo push hhn;' he observed,
"\Vhat are the NRA officials doing cavorting around ·with peopk• dose
tn Putin? Tht NRA say:. the1:'re the nalion\, oldest dvH right~ group,
f {'.f.HJl-d set~ tbern being in line- with di~sidrmts in Russin, whu are ont

nf pm.vet\ dl~criminated against. and sul~jugaltid by the Russinn

g(n:r:nwH_•nt,'' he continued, "But the idea thnt the NRA is running
<n-mmd with sorn0N1c who is ha.sicaHy tl dlrtntm ---- the qm.~stkm ls
\,·by. The rwuptc hc'.'s rim.ning around 'With ;1re ult about removing
sanctions on drilling and other things. l think this is nwre about
gt._!tting out to the American Right the vi1.W..'S about !ifting the
sanctions than anything 11.hout gun rights."

,h:)sh Sugnnnann, ex~:-n1tive director of th:e Violence PoHcy Center,
~l(kk~tl that tht.'. :::nnetions could lw of key interest to the NRA's
financial hack:t~rs as ,ven, "''f'hc NRA is a gun industry trade

~:ssofinti-on mn~qut~rading as a shooting sports foundation." he
observed. "The organization ha::- n~eetved tens ofmiilions of dollars

ii1 gun industry finnncfrd su.ppnn from. n.rou11d the globe nnd has
partnered wHh gun makers on H ·wkfo range of n1tttketing efforts. The
NRA\ rN1son)n~ in working lo establish a Russian beaehhead could

range from \Vtwking to end Obama Administration snnetions that
ban tht lmport of Russinn-mnde AK-47s and assault shotguns to
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J:H.':'.W

finandal donors as the result of a loosening of the

crnJntry·s gun hn\·.s,'

1

Bu Una told Think Progress in an t!rnaH that there are no financial
tonnectiun::: f.K~tWL'.Cn the An1Qrkan and Russfam grnups. "The Rig.ht

t.n llc~ar Arms and your Anwrir.un NRA. ure complete!)-' s:eparah}
nrgrmizulion~. \·\!e have no politkal or finantial ties of any kind,'' ~he
\Vrnte, ,H.kiin.g thnt they are "iiltrally 'conu:ades in arms' in u shnnxl
heHef fot1t H right to r.nvn t-1 firearm mnkcs peopk safr~r,''
"l'm ;~t)rry ti"J dis~'1ppnint you," she wrntu, ·'but lhere. is no intc-r11,1tion:Jl

conspiracy ~,t work surrounding the org~rnization 1founded~ 'The
Righl l'n Bear Ann~."·' She added that her group's pnymcnt.s for
Sheriff Cku-kc\~ visit and others in the NRA ddc-g-ation were

"'si1tn(!tl1ing tiny deeen! host wm1kl do \d1en friends vislt" but tlld not
n.:i~pond to rft.K•~tions ,1hout \\·hctber other Amedcnn poHticinns had
nh,u hecn brought to J\Josco\-v at tlH~ group's expi:m~e.
The Nalionnl Rifle .i\ssoeiaUon and Tor.shin did not n)spond to
ThinkPrngrcss inquiries about thi;.:ir rciationsl1ip,
Nuw with Trurnp and Putin u~tedng to normalize tdations in the
con1ing year, t!Xp£•ct t"hti a!t-cudy clns-e tclations between Trump's

frkffn.h• at the NRA and Putin's friends at The Right to Bear Anus to
he Closer s.tilL P(,rhap.:,;. H \\"iH b,?come eddent just what tht'.Se two
groups :arc re.a Hy up tn,

hltps://th!nkprogn}ss.org/rl.rn-nnd-russian~cousin- i 8.fo07d40140

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

284

1:Fllll(16W2107)-33

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

285

12~Bl0HJgv2107)-34

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

286
b6 -1
-1
.

T//O~COL1'/MO~
l

FEDERAi.. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
02/15/2017

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate out_gide the FBJ: without T.:he pe-nnission of the origin,,.tor or program
manager.

iUI

~)n :January 24, 2017, Deputy Assistant Director (D,ZH)} Peter
b6 -1,-2
ok II a n d ~ - - - - - - - - - ~ interviewed United States
b7C -1,-2
(U.S. l National Securi_ty Advisor 1'1.icha.,::l 'I'. FLYNN, date of birth
at
his
ice
at
the
White
House.
After
(DOB) ~ - - - - - - - - ~
being advised of the identi es of the interviewing agents and the
nature of the interview, FLYNN prov·lded the fol.lovl.l.n9 .i.ttform,c_::1.t.ion:
FLYNN' s first invitation to Rns:::-~J.a occurred whE~n hi:"~ was thr~
of thE-.: DefensE.: Intelligence Agency (DIP.) .
FLYNN \,1as the
first DIA Director to be .:Lnvited to GRU headquarters.
During that
four day trip in 20131 he participated in a l 1~ader.:::hip de·velopment
pro9ra.m at GRU (Russian Mi Ll. t.ary InteI LLgence) head.quarters.
FLYNN
received proper i.'rnthoriz.ation within the U.S. Government prior to
conCluctinq the tr .lp.
FLYNN couJ.d nol~ reca1J .if he met Russi.a' s
Arnb-:.';.ssa.dor to the UniLt.cd Sta.tes, Sergey lvan,_;vich KTSLY.A.K, during
thic~ trip.
:F"LYNN describf:d tht Russians as vo;:::ry appreciative of his
visit.
.t)uring this trip to Russia as DIA Director, FLYNN first met
the then--GRU Director Igor SERGUN.
Followi~,g thi:~ trip, FLYNN and
SERGUN continued their reiationship on at least one occasion t.hrouqh
video teleconterence (VTC) and were planning a visit fc:-r SERGUN to
travel
the Uni.ted States
February
, 2014.
Russia i11vaded
Cr.imea in the weeks prior to SERGUN' s p1anned t.ri:p, SERGTJN 1 s tr lp
was cancelled, and FLYNN h-:H.1. no further cor1Lact ,...-ith the GRff
D.i.rect:cn.-.
FLYNN deocri.bed SERC.~UN a5 ha.vinq common ground. v.'i th F'LY:NN
in that thE:y had similar backgrounds, their sons WE:re the same aqc~;
and they had a connection in fiqhtin9 terrorism..
SERGUN had scars
from Chechnya and they 5',hared stories a.bout Afghanistan.
FLYNN
.st3ted he called )\mbassador KI3LYl-'~K fo.llowin9 ~3ERGUN 1 s dea.th _:'Ln

IU)
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Lebanon ea.r.1.y last yea.r to express h.i.s condolences.
FLYNN described
SERCUN as someone ttxe U.S. could we ck v.:i Lh.
FLYNN sa:i.d he was
rec.~1ly part of the TRUMP (>.nnpaign :;it the time of this call
KISLYilli.

(!J)

FLYN1i .stat!:?d his second trip tc) Russia, after he li:?ft TJ. S.
e·nt serv-lce, had r8cej:ved sc- much press a.ttentJ.on that u_it
[was] u:nbelJ.evab.l.e.
As background, FLYNN e::-(pla-1.ned that he was
never paid directly by media entities, however, he had been a
contr ib1Jt:or to a varie~ty of mecEa ent.it-1.es i.ncluding Al 1Tazeera,
Russia Today
r
Sky, i.H'J.d MSNB~:.
FLYNN received a request fro:rn
his speab-::rs bureau, Leading Authorities (11\I), to speat about
Hidd.le East issnf;S at the RT 10th Annive.:rsary reception in Moscow.
FLYNN was paid for the speech by Ll--..I.
FLYNN did not know from 'i.Vhom
LAI received pa:yrnent.
FLYNN raet '>'Vith KISLYAK at the Russian
Aml:Ja.ssado_r 1 s resic1ence r,ext to the Un_1.versity Club prier
this
trip to Russia.
The visit was a courtesy call to the ftrrJ:".!a.ssado.r
prior t:.o his trip 1 and FLYNN
hl
:'.oon ·,...-ith him
t_his 1neeting.
The meet..ing occ:Jrred in t.Ite rn_id-aft8rnoon.
In adclit_ion, FLYNN
received a DIA threat briefing prior to the travel.
11

(!J)

!111

Prior tc the :?res.idential inauguration, FLYNN spoke to
e representatives in each of approximately thirty countrles 1
gov~rnments.
FLYNN stated the on1._y except ion to tJ1at pract.1.ce was
Russia,
that FLYNN had. subst:a.nti.1.re conversation:::, only v11ith
KTSLY,P.,K, and
otber rnembers of the Gove1::-rnnent of Russia.
FI,YNN' ;:.;
interest J.n R,.1ssia was as a common ix.u:tner ln the war on t~err:or .
.FLYNN does not knov,1 if PUTIN and 'l'RUl'"il:P ,.,,ill get a.lonq, but it is
FLYNN's j0b to figurr; out paths to work with Russia to fight
terr,Jri.sm..
FLYNN named the primary threat::: to the U.S. as the 11 four
plus one: 11 China, Russia, Iranr North Korea and ISIS.
FLYNN stated
if the U.S. could. neutralize one oi the four, or even better,
leverage their cooperaL1on fight_i.ng a common enem':l such as
terrorism, that would be a success for U.S. national security.

~~'>iz;,:,)~
1

SomE:time prior to Christmas, 2016, the Russian J\.mbassador
FLYNN called KISYLJD\ the next. day to
say he wa.s sorry and to reinforce that. terrorism was our com..,_·rnon
problem.
FLYNN noted that it was a short call, and nthat 1Has it. 11
On Christmas Day, a Russian militaty plane crashed and killed all on
board to J.nc.ludc what v,1a.s t:h.e equivalent
the 11 Russ.1.an USO; n it
\"'CL':.) the s.:::.me Rus~.,.ian choir that
at t:.he RT event..
FLYNN caJ.led
K.ISYL.A.K to pa.'3S his cr.)ndoi.ences, as
intent. W-35 to try to keep
the relationE>hip with KlSLYlll'~ 9oing.
FLYNN expanded that he has no
particular affinity for Russiar but that KISLYJL_l{ was his
,

~

~

t'J""rttTJ~ey was assassinated.

~
~~
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Yes,

Hichae: Flynn

good r~m.lndE::1::-.

'
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FLYNN

called a litany of countries
include Israel, tl1e UK, Senegal,
E~J.ypt, maybe France and mavbe Russ ia/KISLY.;;_K.
Pa.rt of U1e reason
for FLYNN 1 s calls 1.,.'as to concl'uct an ezercisf-' to see huw fast the
incoming administration couJ.d get someone on the line.
FLYNN
likened it
a battle drill t,.J see who the administratic,n could
reach in 2 c:r1s.Ls.
The ,:?xercise was conducted at th;~ campaign 1 s GSA
trans~lt.1.on buildinq on 18th and I Streets N.VL, which FLYNN
descr.ibed as a S()me·what chaotic env.lronment.
FT:-/NN stated .he
conducted these calls to attempt to get a sense of where countr~es
the 1JN vote, spec.1fically, wheU·ier they .intended to vote or

(lJ)

~ , h e interviewin,J agents asb::d FLYNN if ht-:: made any r.,~quest
~nu;
vote in a particular way or take any action.
FLYNN
.stated he did. not.
FLYNN stated he did not beJieve h-1.s calls t:o the
va.r.1.ous countries would change anythir.tg.
FLYNN recalled th~re
needed
:tle a certain r::.urnber of abst<?nti()n vot.es t:o alter the
outcome, ,::u1d that having looked at: the math at Lhf\ timer he knew it
could not bE~ achievr::d.
FLYNN said 14 countrit~s -;,,;er(! votinq, and had
a recollection of the nu:m}.Jer of five \rote,:; being important.
In the
end, only the U.S. abstained.
FLYNN stated his calls were about
asking i;,.,1here countries would stand on. a vote, not any requests of,
nhey .if you do t.his.ir

i!J!

if he rnacle any comme:n t
or sJ.owin(~ down L-.he
vote, er if l<ISLYAK dt~scLl.beci any Russian response to a r,~,._1,.,,c...,t bi
FLYNN.
FLYNN ansYJeredf "No. 11
FLYNN stated the conversations h'(~re
where do you stand, and what's your position.
along the lines
FLYNN heard through other cha!"l.nels that Egypt did not like the votef
and be1 .leved the Eg·yptians of their own accord de1ayed the vote a

day.
FLYNN agaJ.n stated that he a.pprec:i.ated the .lnterv.1ewin9 agents
remindJ..n9 him_ t.:hat he had another conversat.icm with KISLYA.K.

IU)

The interviewing aqe!"l.ts asked F'LYl'rn if he recalled any
with KISLYAI< r.;urroundinq the e:•(pulsion of Russian
diplomats or closing of Russian properties in response to Russian
hacking activities surrouncU. ng the election.
FLYNN stated that he
cLid not. FLYNN reiterated his conversaLi.on wa.s about the
PUTIN/TRUMP VTC and the ".A.Stan.a thi..ng" (the Kazakhstan con.fen::nce
det:ir.-::ribed earlier)~
FLYNN notecl .he V-'as not aware of tlie
then-upcoming actions as he d~d not have access to television news
in tht=~ Dominican kf;publ:u-::: and his governmr:nt BlackBerry was not
workinq.
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interviewing agents asked FLYNN if he recailecl 3.ny

(Ul

with KIST.:YA.K in which t:he expulsion:::: were discussed,
where FLYNN m:i.~_.(ht hav;~ encourage.:i. KI.SLYl\K not to escalate the

situation,

.keep Lhe Ru;;;.s.i.an response rec-1.procal,
not
engage
1
FLYNN responded, ''Not really.
I don't
1
1
1
rE'~meml-:ier.
It wam:' t
t do anything. " The 0.S. GoV&-:!rnmt~ntTs
respon.se -.,.,;as a total surprise to E'LYNl'T. FLYNN did not knov,' about
thf; Pr~rsona :Non--Grata (PNG) action unti.l it \'.'as in the 1w.:.;dia.
KISLYAK and FLYNN were starting off on a 9oocl footing and FLYNN was
looking forward to the r,2lation.ship. With regarci to the scope of
t::be Russians who were expelled, FLYNl:-f said he did not:: unclerst.::a.nd
it..:..
FI/:tNN stated. he could undersLarv:i one PNG, but not thJ_rty-five.

in a

11

tit-for-tat.'

f

'I'he intervie'>•Iing aqents asked F'LY:NN if he rt-:called any
-~,atic,n with KISLYAK in which KISLYAK told him the Go-,.rernment
of :Fussia had taken into account the incoming administration I s
position about the expulsions, or ·where KISLYAK said the Government
of Russia had responded, or chosen to modulate their response, in
any way to the U.S. 's act:Lons as a resu-1t of a request by tb.e
i.ncoming administ.ration.
FLYNN stated it was po::.os.ible that he
talked tt) KISLYAK
Ule J.ssu~r but if he did, he did not remember
doing
FLYNN stated he was attempting to start a goad
relationship with KISLYAK and rno17e fon,:ard.
E'LYNl\f remembered making
four to five calls that day abo1.1t this issue, but that thr: Dominican
Republic was a ciifficul t: place to make a call as he kept ha~,lin,;:r
•:onnectivity issues. FLYNN reflected and stated he d.id not think he
1,,/ou}d have had a conversation wJ.t:h. KISLYAK about the matter; .:,s he
du-1 not: know the expulslons were cornin9.
FLYNN .~stated he dhi not
have a J.o:n9 drawn out. discuss.ton wit.h KISLYAT\ whe-i-:e he would have
8sked him to 11 d0n 1 t do something.''

/foii:cen;1Merore~
~
'
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FLYNN stated his second trip
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Russia, after he left U.S.

ent serv:i.ci:-~, had recei ve:d so much press attEmtion that 11 it
[was l unbelievable~" As background., FLYNN f~xplained that hr.! was
never paid directly by media entities, however, he had b,~en a
contributor to a variety of media entities including iU 1Jazeera,
Russia 'Today (RT), Sty, and MSNBC.
FLYNN received a request from

his speakers bureau, Leadi1)g Authorities (LAI),

to speak about

Midd.li?. E'.tist issues at the RT 10th Ann_i,:,,rersar.-_y reception in
Moscow.
FLYNN 1P1as paid for the ::3_peech by LAI.
FLY~J"N did not know
from whom LAI received payment..
FI.,YNN met. wit.h KISLYAJ\ ;jt. tlle

Russian l~mba~1sadorT s residence next to the University Club prior to
this trip to Russia.
Thf.: visit v,ras a courtesy call to the
A:mbassad:::>r prj_or to his trip, and FLYNN took his son with him to
this meeting.
The meeting occurred in the mid ··afternoon.
In
add.i tJ.on, FLYNN .received a DIA t.hr:eat brief .in,;_r pr:i.or t::.o tr,e

travel.

IU)

~~~~:Je ~:~~~s~;~t~~: v!~":~d::~~a~f i~;~;~~::!~~~ .}~~~~t~p~~~~n~~ies'
qovernment.s.
FLYNN stated the only 1:.::xcept.ion to that pract.i.ct=~ was
Ru,ssiaf in that FLYNN had substantive conversations only with
KISLY.Ar-<:, and
other members of the Gove-:'.'.:'nment of Russia.
FLYNN's
i.nterest in Russi.a. was as a common partner .1.n the war on
terror.
FLYNN doe::.:; not know if PUTIN and TRUl•fP w.1.11 get along, but
it is FLYNN's job to figure
paths to work with Russia to fight
terrorism.
FLYNN narrv~d the primary thre,] ts tr.) the U. . a3 the
"four plus one:n China, Russia, Iran, North Korea. and ISIS.
FLYNN
stated if the U.S. could neutralize one of the four, or even
better, 1e~1. erage their cooperation fighting a co:rnrnon enemy such as
te<rrc-rism, that would be a success for U.S. national security.
7

(U)

Sometime prior to (hr:istmas, 2016, the Russian _Arnbassadc.n:ey wa.s assa::-_:;sinated.
FLYNN caLled KISYL,nx t.:he next day
:-.,ay he r,,,;as sorry a.nd to reinforce U1at. t.errori sm \/\/33 our common
prob1em.
fI.,YNN. noted that it was a. short call, and nthat was
it. 11 On Christmas Day; a Russian military plane crashE:d and killed
all on board to include 1,,rhat was the equivalent to the "Russian
T..TSO; 11 it was the sarne Russian c.hoir that sang at the RT
event.
FLYNN caLled KISYLAK to pass h.is co11d01~nces, as his intent
was to try to keep th':: relationsh.1.p w.1.th KISLYAI{ 9cLiJVJ.
FLYNN
expanded that he has
particular affinity for Russi.a, hllt that
K.ISL~'{AK was
counterp,.1rt, and main Lain i nq Lrus Led rel a t.ionships
i,,ri thin foreiqn go~,lernmE.:n.ts is .important.
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Shortly after Christmas, 2016, FLYNN took a vacation to
_ican Republic vlith hir-; wife.
On Decf.:mber 28th, KlSYLAK
sent FLYNN a text statingr "Can you call rne"? 11 F"LYNN nott.:d cellular
reception 1,1ras poor and h13 was not checking his phone regularly, and
consequently did not see the text until approximately 24 hours
later~
Upon seeing the t~xt, FLYNN r-32,ponde-d t..hat: he 1,-.:ou.ld ;=al.l J.n
15-20 mJ.nute.::~, and he and KISLYAK .subsequently spoJ.:-e.
The
Dc:iminican Re_p11:t.1l
1-.i:::is one hour ahead of the l-.ime in Washinqton, n
C.
Durinq tht:C cal 1, KISYLAK asked FLYNN
set-up a VTC bet.v.'een
P.re,:::J.dent-elect. TRUMP and Russian President: PlJTIN
.January
2lr..;t.
In addition, FLYNN and. KISLYAK discussed the U . . send.ing an
observer to a terrorism conference in Astana, Kazakhstan, that
would be attended by Russia, Turkey 1 Iran and Syrian opposition
groups.
FLYI-TN stated he did not respond back to KISYLAK about the
conference untLl probatily this \AJeek..
FLYNN dicl not make the
decision on who would represent the U.S. until the 20th or 21st of
~"!arni;,~ry, and f_i_r:.aJ.ly determined c.'U1 otseI-ver from tht:.: \J. S. F.~mbassy
in Ast0na v-iould attend.
·FLYNN noted. Russi? V-."-:.'1nt-ed t·.o take the lead
for peace in the Middle East, but the U.S. needed to be the leader,
particularly to keep Turkey under the U.S. 1 s wing. FLYNN. addt:.:d
there waE: a complet12 lack of engagement fr-)m the prior

administration.
The .1.nterv·.iewing agents a::..oked. FL'{NN :i. .f he h.ad a.ny 0U1e1::ail, or person,3J. meet:.Lng::3 ..1ith KTSLYJ'~Y~ or ot.her
RDssians.
YLYNN volunteered that after the eJ.ection, he had a
closed door meeting with K13YL.l\K and J,:1.red I-<USHNE}\ at Trump Tower
in New York City.
KISLYJ\l{ 1iVas in :New York to meet ,,,vi th hi::-1
dipl•·)mats, and the three had a relatively sens.itive meeting.
FLYNN
was a late addition to the meeting- and did not participate in
.setting it up.
FLYNN t,el.1eved the 1neet:.i1vJ t,·)ok p.1.ace ·before
Than.ksg.1-vinq but was unsure of the date.
FLYNN exp.lained that
ot.het' mt~eLings bc~t.ween th~"~ 'l'RU!-'[P tec.:.m and. various fort~j \jn countrit~s
took place prior to the inauguration, and were sensiti11e inasmuch
a:3 many col1ntr.l.es did not h'anL the then-current ::idmi11istr;Jt:Lon to
know about them.
There were
personal relationships between the
leaders of many countrif.:s and the prior administration.
FLYNN
stated that he and personnel from th<:: incoming ad.ministration met
with many countries 11 to 2et expectations for them, and the
expect~ations we1::-e set very hi,;_Jh. 11

ThE.: .:i.nterviev;_i_ng aqents asked. F'l.,YNN :i._f he recalled any
V✓ ith

KI3LYJlj( about a Dnit0~d :Nations

s11rroundinq thf?. issue of Israeli settlements.

(UN)

\,,__)l •.:::

E'LY:t--TN quic}:ly
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re.spor:.cied,
Ye.s, good x:eminder. n
On the 22nd of Decernl;er, FL~i'.NN
called a litany of countries to include Israel, the UK, Senegal,
Egypt~, maybe F'rance and maybe Russia/KISLYAK.
Par:t of the recJ.son
for FLYNN' s cal ls v.•as to conduct an E'.::~erciSi:-':: to c..;ee how fast the
inco1nin9 administration could get s01neone on the line.
.r'i...,U\Jl'1
likened it to a battle drill to see i,,rho the administration could
reach in a crisis.
The exercise was conducted at the campaign 1 s
GSA transit.1.on l)uilding or::. 18th ar..d I ::t.reet:s N.W., which FLYNN
d.escr.1bed as a somewhat. chaotic enviror:.ment.
FLYNl'J stated .he
conducted these ,..,:::,.1 i :s to ~1ttempt. to get a sen~::;e of v1her8 count~r.i.e~::;
stcxJd on the \.!N vot.~e, specifically, whethi:H they int.ended to vote
11

or abstain.

IU)

~ The interviewing a9ents asked FLYNN if he made any request
~~I.A.I<: to vote in a particular way or take any action.
FLYNN
.stated. he ct.lei not.
FLYNN stated he did not believe hJ_s ca.lis to
the var.i.ous count:~ie.:~ would change anytl1ing.
FLYNN reca.l..led there
needed. to I.!e a cert~ain rrnmber of E1l:.>stention votes to alter the
outcome, and that bavlng lookr:::d at LhE.\ math at the timer he knew it
could not be achieved.
FLYNN said 14 countries were votinq, and
hc.1.cl a recollection cif the nurn.bE.:r of five votes being important.
In
the end, only the TJ. S. abstained.
FLYNN stated. his calls were
about asking where countries would stand on a vote 1 not any
reqt1ests of, nhey if yo1J do t.h.is. 11

(U!

any corn.ment
doh'n Lhe

vote, or if Kl~)LYAK described. any Russian response to a r;,.~quest by
FLYNN.
FLYNN answered, nNo. I!
F'LYN.N stated the convE.:rsat:.ions ·vJE:;re
along the lines of \A,rhere do you stand, and what I s your
position.
FLYNN heard thrcu9h other channels that Egypt did net
J.ik.e the vote, and. .be-1.ieveci the E<Jypt.i.ans of t.:,heir own accord
delayed the vote a day.
f'LYNN again stated that he appreciateci the
interviewing agents reminding him that he had another conversation
with KISL.iAK.

(U)

The i.nt2 c,,"iewinq agents asked FLYNN if he~ rec::alled any

with KISLYAK surrcundin9 the expulsion of Russian
diplomats or c.losin9 of Russian properti,~s in response to Russian
hacking act 1.'<.ri ties surroundJ_ng the eJ ection.
FLYNN st.a ted that he
dJ.d not.
FLYNN reiterated his conversation was about the PUTIN
/TRUMP VTC and U1e "AstanE:t thin.g" { the Kaz.;.::ikhstan conference
described earlier).
FLYNN noted l1e was not aware of the thenupcoming actions as h(:: did not have access to television DE!WS in
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t.he Domi_n_L can Repub-1-1 c and L_is gcvernment B-1.acl:Berry was not

working.

{U)

\lJ)

~ 'I'ht=: interviewing agents asked FLYNN if hE.~ rt':called. any
con-ve-rsatJ.on wi.th KISLYAK in which the expulsions were discussed,
-where FLYNN might hi:nle encouraged KISLYAI'\ not to escalate the
s.1.tuation, to .keep the Russian response rec_lprccal, or not to
enga9e J.n a "tit-for-tat." FLYNN responded, 11 Not, really.
I don't
r~.~member ~
It 1-.rasn 1 t, 'Do:n ft do t1nyU1.i.n~1 ~ 1 H
The F. S. Goverrrment. 1 s
re~:;po:n~?e was a L-,ot0l surprise to f'LYNN.
?."'LYNN did not kno\.,J abcr,1t
the P1?-rsona Non-Crat::a (PNG) ;_1ction unt:il i.t was in the
mr~dia.
KISLYA.K and FLYNN. were starting off on a good footing and
FLYNN ·..-:as looking forward to the relationship. r',fith reqard to the
scope of the Russians who were expelled, FLYNN said he did not
und\?rstand J.t.
FLYNN stated he could understand on~ PNG, but not
thirty-fi".re.

=t:::~ :~~~r;~~:~:~~ ~;e:~1~1,;:s~;:~L~;;N~o~~ ~~mr~;~:l ~,:~e;::;:ent
of Rus~-:;ia had taken into account Chi:; incomi.nq administration I s
position about the expulsions, or where KISLYAK said the (Jovernment
of Russia had responded, or chosen to modulate their response, in
any way to the U.S.'s actions as a result of a request by the
incoming adm.i.:n.istrat..i.on.
FLYNJ\f .stated :i.t tAJas possir_;le that hE,
taJ ked to KISLY)\K on the .1-ssue, bDt. if he dL.i., he d_ld not remember
doinq SC'I.
FLYNN stated he v,,;ae:; attemptinq to start a ~Jood
r,-,:.~lat.i.onshi.p with KTSLY,:o..K and movt~ forward.

FLYNN 1-emt.~rnbi?-red

makinq four to fi ·ve calls that day about this issuE;, but that the
Dominica.n Republic 1das a difficult place to make a call as h(-:: keJ:>t
hcr,,.,-ing connectivity issues.
FLYNN reflected and stated he did not
thin~ he 1,,rou.ld J:av1~ had a conversatio.n with KISLYAK about the
matter, as he d.id not .know the expu.l..sJ.c,ns \-.rere coming.
FLYNN
stated he ch.cl not. have a Jong drawn out d.Lsc:uss:1.on with KISLYAK
where he WClUld lv.:ive asked h.im t:o ndon 1 t·. dr_-) somethin~} ~

n
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535

November 1, 2019
MR JASON LEOPOLD
BUZZFEED
C/0 MERRICK JASON WAYNE
MATTHEW TOPIC
LOEVY&LOEVY
THIRD FLOOR
311 N. ABERDEN STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60607
FOIPA Request No.: 1432673-000
Civil Action No.: 19-cv-01278
Subject All 302's of individuals who were
questioned/interviewed by FBI Agents working for the
Office of Special Counsel Robert Mueller
Dear Mr. Leopold:
The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5,
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Below you will find checked boxes under applicable statutes for the
exemptions asserted to protect information exempt from disclosure. The appropriate exemptions are noted on the
processed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was inserted to indicate
where pages were withheld entirely pursuant to applicable exemptions. An Explanation of Exemptions is enclosed to
further explain justification for withheld information.
Section 552

Section 552a

P'(b)(1)

P'(b)(7)(A)

(d)(5)

(b)(2)

P' (b)(7)(B)
P' (b)(7)(C)

(k)(1)

P'

(b)(3)

Federal Rules of
Criminal Procedure 6(e)
50 U.S.C § 3024(i)

0)(2)

(b)(7)(D)

(k)(2)

P' (b)(7)(E)

(k)(3)

(b)(7)(F)

(k)(4)

(b)(4)

(b)(8)

(k)(5)

P' (b)(5)
P' (b)(6)

(b)(9)

(k)(6)
(k)(7)

503 pages were reviewed and 266 pages are being released.

P

JA

Deletions were made by the Department of Justice/Office of Information Policy. To appeal those
denials, please write directly to that agency.
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Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request and the enclosed FBI
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.

P

Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other
Government Agency (ies) [OGA].

p·

This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you.
We are consulting with another agency. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information
when the consultation is completed.

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your
request "Part 1" of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. "Part 2" includes
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals. "Part 3" includes general
information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions.
Although your request is in litigation, we are required by law to provide you the following information:
You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, Sixth Floor, 441 G Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20001, or you may submit an appeal
through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following website:
htlps://www.foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/aclion/public/home. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit your
appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal."
Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.
You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services
(OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at
ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769. Alternatively,
you may contact the FBl's FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbigov. If you submit your dispute
resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state "Dispute Resolution Services." Please
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.
Please direct any further inquiries about this case to the Attorney representing the Government in this
matter. Please use the FOIPA Request Number and/or Civil Action Number in all correspondence or inquiries
concerning your request

p

See additional information which follows.

Sincerely,

~

David M. Hardy
Section Chief
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Information Management Division

Enclosures

Additional Information:
In response to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, enclosed is a processed copy of
Bates Stamped documents, FBI (19-cv-1278)-1 through FBI (19-cv-1278)-503. The enclosed documents represent
the first interim release of information responsive to your request To minimize costs to both you and the FBI,
duplicate copies of the same document were not processed.
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FBI FOIPA Addendum
As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum
includes information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all
requests. Part 2 includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals. Part 3 includes
general information about FBI records. For questions regarding Parts 11 2, or 3, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under
"Contact Us." Previously mentioned appeal and dispute resolution services are also available at the web address.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:
(i}

5 U.S.C. § 552(c}. Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010)]. FBI responses are limited to those records
subject to the requirements of the FOIA Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the
www.fbi.gov/foia website

(ii)

National Security/Intelligence Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of national security and
foreign intelligence records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b )(1 ), (b )(3), and PA exemption U)(2) as applicable to requests
for records about individuals [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1 ), (b)(3), and U)(2); 50 U.S.C § 3024(i)(1 )]. The mere
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption
(b )(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b )(3) [50 USC §
3024(i)(1 )]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that national security or foreign intelligence
records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:
(i}

Requests for Records about any Individual-Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of
any individual's name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(?)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§
552/552a (b)(7)(E), 0)(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or
do not exist.

(ii)

Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 5521552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and 0)(2)].
Thls is a standard response and should not be read to Indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Part 3: General Information:

JA

(i}

Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by
searching those systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found. A reasonable search
normally consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records
consisting of applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled and maintained by
the FBI in the course of fulfilling law enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI
organization and encompasses the records of FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ), FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attache Offices
(Legals) worldwide and includes Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records. For additional information about our record
searches visit \NINW. fbi. gov/services/i nformatlon-management/foipa/reguestinq-fbl-records.

(ii)

FBI Records. Founded In 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on
every person, subject, or entity.

(iii)

Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks - often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheets. These criminal
history records are not the same as material in an Investigative "FBI file!' An Identity History Summary Check is a
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal
employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History
Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbl.gov/about-us/cjls/identlty-history-summary-checks.
Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cJis.gov. For additional lnformation, please contact
CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.

(iv)

The National Name Check Program (NNCP). The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to
name check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and
domestic threats to national security. Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies. Private
citizens cannot request a name check.
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552
(b XI)

(A) specifically authorized under critt.,'fia established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) arc in fact properly classified to such Executive order:

(b X2)

related solely to the internal personnel rnles and practices of an agency:

(b X3)

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statuk (A) requires thot the matters
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes p<a:ticular criteria for v.ith.holding or rc1C1"s
to particular types of matters to he \\ithhckt

(b X4)

trade secrets and commercial or financial infonnation obtained from a person and privilegt-'t.1 or confidential;

(b X5)

intcr~agency or i.ntra-agc'11cy memorandums or letters \Yhich \\Uul<l not be available by la\v to a party other than an agency in litigation \\ith
the agency;

(b )(6)

persoimel and medical files and similar files the disclosure or which would constitute a clearly umYarranh:xl invasion of personal privacy;

(b )(7)

records or information compiled for law enforcement purpoges, but only to the eX1ent that the production of 1'1Uch law enforcement records or
information ( A ) could reasonably be expecto:1 to interfere v.ith enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair
trial or an impartial a,tjudication, ( C ) could rcusonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, Including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or wty private
institution \',hich furnished infonnation on a confidential ba.,i,, and, in the ca.,e ofrecord or info1mation compiled by n crim.inal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an og1.11cy conducting a lawful national :'ICCUrity intelligence
inve3tigotion. infonnation f'tm1ished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques i:md procedures for law enforcement
invcstigation5 or pro~cution5. or v.uuld di~Joge guidelinc:i1 for law enforcement investigations or pro:i1ccutions if such di5closurc could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvmtion of the 15\Y, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

(b )(8)

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf 01: or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

(b )(9)

geological and geophysical infonuation and data, including maps, concerning wells.

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
(d)(5)

infom1ation compiled in reasonable m1ticipation of a civil action proceeding:

(iX2)

material repmting investigative efforts pt.':rt1ining to the enforcement of criminal law including effo1ts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

(kX1)

infonnation \Vhich is currently and properly classifi1..,>d pursuant to an Executive order in the ink'rcst of the national <lc1t-nse or foreign policy,
for example. infonnation involving intelligence sources or methods:

(kX2)

investigatory material compiled for lmv mforcemcnt purposes, other thm1 criminal, which di<l not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege
under Federal progran1s, or \Yhich would identitY a source \Yho furnished infon11atio11 pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be
held in confidence~

(kX3)

material maintained in connection ,,ith providing protective services to the President of the United St1tes or any other individual pursuant to
the authority ofTitk 18, United States Code, .'.k·ction 3056:

(kX4)

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;

(k)(5)

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of detem1i11ing suitability. ehgibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified infonnation, the disclosure of which \vould reveal the identity of the person ,vho furnished
infonnation pun,1iant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence:

(kX6)

testing or examination material use<l to <letennine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Govt.mment service the
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process:

(kX7)

material used to detemrine potential for promotion in the anncd services, the disclosure of which ,vould reveal the identity of the person \\ho
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
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UNCLASSIFIED/~

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
D.ite of entry

05/10/2018

Richard Gates, was interviewed at 395 E Street SW, Washington, D.C.
Present for

interview were SA.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __, ASAC!

i

Senior Assistant Special Counsel (SASC) Greg Andres, SASC
Jeannie Rhee, SASC Andrew Weissmann, Assistant Special Counsel
Aaron
Zelinsky, and IA _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ After being
of
official
identities of the interviewing parties and the nature of the interview,

Gates provided

b6
b7C

following information:
b6

Gates
the interview by advising .__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _-b7B
?A !?er DOJ/OI!?
~-- - - •began
-~

,.__ _ _ _ __.lwere not happy with Gates' s cooperation with the Special b?C
counselts investigation~

b6
b7A
b7B Per OOJ/OIP
b7C

I

b6
b7A
b7B Per OOJ/OlP
b7C

UNCLASSIFIED//!?80'8••
Investig<1ti-onon
File#

04/10/2018

at

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In l?erson)

I

Date drafted

04/24/2018

bJ ,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.....,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

·ntis document contains neither t'Ccommend:itions nor conclusiom of the FBL It is the prope11y oftltc FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents arc uot
to be distributed outside your agency_
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b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

b7A

b7B
Per DOJ/OIP
I
b7C
b6

'---------------------------------------'
b6
b7A

b7B
Per DOJ/OIP
b7C
[Note: On 06/12/2016, Assange stated he had
"upcoming leaks in relation
Hillary Clinton ...
have emails pending
publication. u].
l:>6

~--------------------------------~,.b7A
!Gates said as of May 2016, hb?B Per DOJ/OIP
...,.(G"'a-t'""e_s...,..)_w_a_s_n_o_t,_a_w_a_r_e_o__,,f...,..th:-e-s_o_u_r_c_e_o""f--,-t,-,he hack~
'b?C

b7A
b6
:
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C __.

____________________________________

._

b6
b7A

b7B
Per DOJ/OIP
b7C
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.Page

3 of

I

~~A

b7B Per DOJ/OIP
'------------------------------------b~7c J

b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

'------------------------------------b6

~------------------------------------+.b7A

7

'------------------------------------~-~-~_PJr =to,,

.,." ~i
b7A

OOJ/OIP

b7C

b7A
b6 :
b7B

Per DOJ/OIP

b7C
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Continuation oft'"1>-302 of _1_2_o_1s_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , On

04/ l 0/2018

of 6

. Page

b6

------------------------------------b7A
b7S Per OOJ/OIP
b7C
Campaign Response to Hacked Emails

I

b7A
b6
b7S Per POJ/OIP
b7C

~-------------------------------------~
Gates said there was also an inside job theory about how the emails

were obtained fueled by the death of Seth Rich [Note: Seth Conrad Rich was

an employee of the DNC who was fatally shot in Washington, D.C. on 07/10
/2016]. Gates said he was never present at any talks suggesting the
campaign push the inside job theory. The Trump campaign team also thought
the Democrats were pushing the Russia narrative.
Gates said Donald Trump Jr. would ask where the emails were in family
meetings. Michael Flynn, Kushner, Manafort,
Lewandowski,
J'eff Sessions, and Sam Clovis expressed interest in obtaining the emails
as well. Gates said the priority focuses ot the Trump campaign opposition
research team were Clinton'~ emails and contributions to the Clinton
Foundation. Flynn,r---lses~ions, Kushner, and Trump Jr. were all
focused on o p p o s i t ~ .

I

I

b6
b7C

Gates said interest in the emails was ratcheting up in the April/May
2016 timeframe because it was likely the emails could help Trump's
campaign.

b6
b7A
b7B PE:!r DOJ/0:tP

b7C

Trump Jr. never communicated anything about the 06/09/2016 meeting with
Gates~ After the news broke about the 06/09/2016 meeting, Manafort asked
Gates if he (Gate~) was there. [Note: The 06/09/2016 meeting is a
reference to a meeting that took place at Trump Tower arranged on the
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pretense that documents and information that would incriminate Hillary
Clinton would be provided to the Trump campaign by a Russian government
attorney later identified as Natalia VeselnitskayaJ

I

b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

.__ __.!Gates said 'l'rump was interested in the emails but remained composed
with a healthy skepticism.

I

Gates recalled communication with Reince Preibus andl
The RNC
was energized by Assange's announcement on 06/12/2016. Gates indicated
that based on a conversation with Manafort, Gates knew the BNC was going
to run the Wikileaks issue to ground, they had more resources to comm.it to
this effort. Trump and Kushner were initially skeptical about cooperating
with the RNC, but the W.ikileaks issue was a turning point.

Gates

ai n res onse to the re

b6
b7C

as eu horic.

b6
b7C
b7E

Gates said the RNC would put out press releases that would serve to
amplify the Wikileak~ releases. The RNC also indicated they knew the
timing of the upcoming releases, Gates did not specify who at the RNC knew
this information. Gates said the only non-public information the RNC had
was related to the timing of the releases.
Gates recalled a time on the campaign aircraft when candidate Trump
said, "get the emails.n Flynn !!-aid he could use his intelligence sources
to obtain the emails. Flynn was adamant the Russians did not carry out the
hack. To support this theory Flynn advised, based on his experience, the
United States Intelligence Community (USIC) was not capable of figuring it
out. Gates opined that Flynn's assessment of the USIC derived from tha
negative way in which Flynn departed the USIC. Gates said Flynn had the
most Russia contacts of anyone on the campaign and was in the best
position to ask for the emails if they were out there.
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Gates advised Trump Jr. and Mana.fort also had contacts with, nRussia
types." Gates clarified by saying Manafort's connection with Russians was
minimal aside from his relationship with Oleg Deripaska. Gates said
Ma.nafort primarily had contacts with Ukrainians. Gates recalled Manafort
saying the hack was likely carried out by the Ukrainians 1 not the
Russians, which parroted a narrative Kilimnik often supported. Kilimnik
also opined the hack could have been perpetrated by Russian operative~ in
Ukraine.
Gates said based on prior business dealings, Kushner had the best China
contacts. Manafort and Gates had discussions pertaining to Kushner 1 s
Chinese contacts. Gates said there were numerous foreign requests to meet
Trump after the nomination was secured.

At some point, there was speculation the Mossad might have the emails.
Gates sa.id there was never any mention of the Saudis or the Emirates
having the emails. Manafort was generally skeptical of any offers of
information coming to the campaign's attention.
For example, Gates said there was a group of realtors from Kyrgyzstan
claiming to have information that may be of use to the campaign. The
information pertained to foreign contributions to the Clinton campaign.
Gates said he never heard about the emails or dirt from George
Papadopoulos.

Gates said, during the campaign, Trump and Manafort talked to Sean
Hannity in their offices oft.en.
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To:
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Date:
Attachments:

_.r

IRICK Gate~,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ .J
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Gales
Wed Jun 15 2016 17:20:55 EDT

Sti!I need to talk to u--R.

Fron,:j
Toj

SunJect: Re; Gates

I

j

Date: Wed. 15dun 2016 21:19:43 +0000

b6
b7C
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Datcofcni:t)'

Richard William Gates III was interviewed was interviewed at 395 E
Street SW, Washington, D.C. Present for the interview were Senior Special
Counsel Attorneys (SASC) Andrew Weissmann and Greg Andres, Assistant
b6

Special Counsel (ASC) Aaron Zelinsky, Special Agent.__ _ _ _ ___.
and Intelligence Analyst.__ _ _ _ _ __, Gates's attorney, Tom
Green of Sidley Au~tin LLP 1 was also present. After being advised of the

!

!

b7C

identity of the interviewers and the nature of the interview, Gates

provided the following information:
b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

'------------------------------------b6
Gates recalled being in a discussion involving

,----------b7A
h7B per DOJ/OIP

Hope Hicks (Hicks), and Manafort. The discussion pertained to the

b7C

possibility of.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __, No one on the Donald Trump (Trump)
2016 Presidential campaign {the campaign) team took action

o1

I
b6

I

b7C

Gates said there were campaign personnel that thought.__ _ _ _ _ __.
the missing Clinton server emails~ 'l'he campaign was planning

'-------J

b6
b7A
UNCLASSIFIED//l!'Otl<::r
b7B per DOJ/Oil?
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ b7C _ _
lnvcstigationon

04/11/2018

at Washington, District Of Columbia/' United Sta.tel! (In Person)
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press strategy, a communications campaign, and messaging based

the

possibility the emails existed.

6

r'-----"----------'--------------------h7A 7
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

b6
,.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b.7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
,-----------------------------------.b7C

l

b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b6
b7C

'---------------------------------------'
Manafort and Gates were focused on mitigating hit pieces against

Manafort~

b6

,------------------------------------b7A _
b7B per DOJ/OIP

I

b7C

June 12, 2016 - July 22, 2016

06/12/2016 - 07/~2~2~/~2~01~6========r--:----------~
' - - - - - - - - - - ~ a s k i n g when the releases
was frustrated the releases weren 1 t ha enin
Gates

en. Trum

l

b6
'---------------------------------.b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C
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~;A

b7B per OOJ/OIP
' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - < > b 7 C ...J

Gates said there was a messaging strategy being built around the possible
content of an upcoming release.

' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ' Gates indicated there was

disagreement on where the information came from within the campaign~ Gates
does not recall Manafort asking Konstantin Kilimnik (Kilimnik) to reach
out to his Russian contacts on the issue, nor did Manafort ask Gates to
call Kilimnik.J
b6

'------------------------------------::i;

per OOJ/OIP

Gates said there was also talk about how to clean up Manafortts lawsuit
-with Oleg Deri.paska (Deripaska) and clean up his image in the media. Gates
said Jared Kushner (Kushner) supported Manafort and that Manafort would
not have lasted without it.
July 22, 2016

Gates said the campaign was very happy about the release by WikiLeaks
on 07/22/2016. Trump was ~iu.=;;i_=:i;._i;.,;;i...i;;,........_.i;.;;i_.u;i;a_J;;l;l..w;:"""".li:l.l...i.l.l.l.\l....J.~ it
play out. Gates i n d i c a t e d - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - b 6

b7A

7

1---..._='---=="-'-'"-"-'-""-"-....;;.=,._=....;;....;.=.=..L..--------------,..7B per OOJ/OIP

'------------------------------------b7C
information coming, however, Gates later saia ne....J
would be mor
Gates said after the WikiLeaks release on 07/22/2016, there was a pivot
to nhow do we use the released informationnJ
IGates
b6
t a
believe!
btA

~-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b b 7 B per OOJ/OIF

' - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - ~ ~ G a t e s initially said he did not have
b 7c
after 07/22/2016 about additional information
becomin
~/"'"2""0""1,...,.6_r_e_l,_e_a_·s-·e-._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___, after the 07/22
Late July - 08/19/2016
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[Agent Note: Manafort resigned

b6-J

the campaign on 08/19/2016].

~---a---'-----'--'---'-_._--------------------~7A

b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

I

b7A
b7B
b6 per DOJ/OlP
b7C

'--------------------------------------'
Gates said the campaign was trying to work with the RNC opposition
research team.

Gates said Trump's comment
was ad lib.

11

Russia if you 1 re listening 0 on 07/27/2016

Gates and Manafort spoke about obtaining the missing emails
Gates
understood Manafortl
Gates
recalled staff meeting conversations about "someone out there has
have
b6
the missing emails. 0

I

b7A
. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - h ' 7 B per DOJ/OIP
'---------------------------------~b?C

August 2, 2016

~--"G~a~t~e~s::..;==;;;:;;=~t~h~a~t;;,_;o~n~o~r;;,_;a~b~o~u~t;;...;0~8~/~0~2~./~2~0~1~6~,'-L------------b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

August 2, 2016 - August 21, 2016

b7A
b7B
b6 per DOJ/O!P
b7C

i
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'------------------------------~Ther~
still a more general focus on Clinton's missing emails amongst the

5 of 6

was

campaign team. Gates said no one used land lines because there were no
walls. Everyone used cell phones.
b6

b7A

_________________________________:_;_~_,[- ~,,,,

._

September 2016

b6

...---------------------b7A

.--G~a~·t~e~s_s~a=id~d~u=r~in=-0~ce=t=em~b~e="--------------------~7B per

DOJ/OIP

b7C

the upcoming information narrative.
~G~a~t~e~s~'~s--,1~n~v~o~.~v~e~m~e~n~t,...,.w~1~t~h--,t~h~e-c~a~m-p~a~1~g~n-became limited during
timeframe
and he began to work with the »digital folks. 11
October 4, 2016

DOJ/OIP

October 7, 2016

Gates was not aware of conversations regarding the timing of WikiLeak:5
releases approximately 45 minutes after the Access Hollywood tape hit the
media~'-----------------~'

b6

b7A

, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . , : 71! per DOJ/OIP

(l,7C
Rest of October 2016

Gates said the RNC was looking through the releases. The campaign would
pull press releases together based on RNC: research and media research.
There was ~till a pursuit of the missing emails by the campaign.
b6
b7C
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Date of entry

11/09/2018

Richard William Gates III was interviewed at the offices of Sidley
Austin LLP located at 1501 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20005.
Present for the interview were Senior Special Counsel Attorneys (SASC)
Andrew Weissmann and Jeannie Rhee, Assistant Special Counsel (ASC) Aaron
Zelinsky, and Special Agents!
f
Gates's attorney, Tom Green of Sidley Aust.in LLP, was also present. After
be.ing advised of the identity of the interviewers and the nature of the
interview, Gates provided the following information:

b6

b7C

June 12, 2016 to July 22, 2016
[Agent Note: According to open sources, on 06/12/2016, Julian Assange
(Assange) said during an interview on British television channel ITV that
"we have upcoming leaks in relation to Hillary Clinton .... we have emails
pending publication, that is correct. 0 Assange did not specify when or how
many emails would be published.]

Trump was generally frustrated Clinton's missing emails had not
been found~

j
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Manafort was having Gates periodically call
the information was and when it would be coming.
Gates recalled

check in on where

conversation with.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ __, prior~_o_7_/_2_2~
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b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Gates said the Russia

~t_h_e_o_r_y_w_a_s_i_'n_c_o_n_t_r-·a_d_i_'c_t_i_'o_n___t_h_e_'_'l-.n_s_i_'d_e____t_h~eory that was floated
later.

Gates said a messaging strategy was being built in the June/July 2016
timeframe surrounding the upcoming release of inforrnat.ion.)
was buildin this strate
with Manafort also involved.

I
I

6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Clinton's trustworthiness at

this time was low.

Post July 22, 2016 WikiLeaks Releases

happy

the WikiLeaks Democratic

on 07/22/2016.
b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Manafort,I
tere happy from a communications team
perspective because it offered a mode of deflection for the campaign after
a sink in polling numbers following Trump's comments about Ted Cruzrs
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10/25/2018

father at the end of the Republican National Convention (RNC)

The 2016 Republican National Convention

. Page

[Agent Note:

place in Cleveland, Ohio from

07/18/2016 - 07/21/2016].

Gates said that at the time of the 07/22/2016 WikiLeaks releases
were public indications that Russia was behind them. I

there

1I
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b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C
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b6

'-------------------------------------b7A

'-------------------------------------~-;_~_P.....,•1 oro/o"
Gates said that after the Democratic National
in late July
2016 [Agent Note: The
Democratic National Convention was held in
Philadelphia, Pennsy.lvania from 07/25/2016 - 07/28/2016] or in early
August 2016,

I

:~~!

I

per DOJ/OIP

._.----------------------------------~b7C

a car transitin

from Trumo Tower to
b6

...__ _ _ _ __. Gates ga hered that dur1.ng this phone ca
there would
additional leaks coming. Gates thought this
after boarding the plane Trump stated that more leaks were

Manafort was get.ting pressure regarding

information,

:;:r, , , .

instructed Gates
status updates on upcoming
information.
'-----------~
b6
b7A

.------------------------------------
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b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Gates said around this time Kellyanne Conway (Conway) and Stephen
Bannon (Bannon) were appointed to the campaign and there were
conversations behind the scenes about bringing people on to bolster
Manafort.
Gates said there was a strategy to def-end Manafort by attacking
Podesta. The idea was that Podesta had baggage as well. Gates said it was
unfortunate the information did not come out in time to defend Manafort
from his ultimate departure from the campaign (Agent Note: On 08/19/2016,
Manafort resigned from the campaign].

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

October 4, 2016

October 7, 2016

Gates said that on 10/07/2016 he was not in New York and was likely in
Richmond, VA or Washington, D.C. Gatesfs primary contacts on the campaign
at this time were(
land Brad Parscale (Parscale).

b6
b7C

Gates advi~ed he wasn't given a heads up on the Access Hollywood tape
(the tape), but subsequently talked to members ot the campaign,
specifically Parscale, about it. Gates recalled the Parscale conversation
being retrospective occurring on or about 10/08/2016. Parscale had told
Gates he was in the room when the tape was outed. Parscale described this
as a difficult time. Gates said a reporter had reached out toc:::::::Jto
give a heads up that the tape would be made public. Gates said there was a
UNCLASSIFIED//--

JA

39-403

FB!{ 19cv1278)-36

01/17/2020

343
b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C
b7E

UNCI.J\SSIFIED/t=o"

(U/ / F O U ~ v i e w of Richard Gates 10/25
ContinuationofFD-302of /2018 ~

short

eriod of time

the heads u

.Ot\

10/25/2018

.Pti.!,,'t:

of 8

and when the stor

b6

------------------------------------b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
Gates said there was no rior discussion about the
e before the 7C

heads up

the campaign.

b6
'-------------------------------------1>7A

.-------------------------------------b-?B

per

DOJ/OIP

b7C

I

b6
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J

~-----------------------------------,b7A

7B per DOJ/OI!?
b7C

Gates recalls discussions about content of
Podesta emails after
their release~ Gates said there were discussions about how many WikiLeaks
would drop each
the 30,000 they had.
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J
~-------------------~7c

,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b7B per DOJ/OIP

**

Gates was shown an email

containing the subject line~"~T~r_um_p_a_d~v~i_s_e_r_:__,,W~i~k~i~l~e-ak-:-s-p~l~o~t~t~i~n-g_em_a_i~l=-d~ump-_,
to derail Hillary 11

Gates

**

not recall receiving

aforementioned email.

** Gates was shown an email
containing the subject line ''Russia? Look who's really in bed with Moscow
-- Podesta & Clinton Foundation money-laundering with Russi.a" **
b6

'----------------------~
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·b7A

...-"'
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TRUMP ADVISER: WIKILEAKS PLOTTING EMAIL DUMP TO
DERAIL HILLARY

~=~'

:»~" ¼{,❖W"'« "'~'~?<~>-.~ '" ,«t!>~0' W• "'1<':v-,,·~ :,,;<:-.:r,• i<,:, l>.'!"'•<t,,:,i !,,;'1"-A!H~-,,'-11 # M>'¾,t>~
¾.'',.i ,~ :"'Ill»!'•''-'
l'"'"' ~<.tt,""'' V>I' n"""~',:,!ce f~,t.,, ""'"''"""~ :0'1"<'-""'Y"'' ,~,_,,,i'¾'•,
#•'= ¼>J<">t"' A.~" :""1):""°' "'~ :,> h\,,-,l\, '>.'-.\-< >~~<},-<, •~ l.S:~~,-~, "'"t /\it "'U tls"'"'~"-0:.tR~ <,.~il:ir

M>~• ¥{,~!<: , iS..l"~ t,,..,,.,~
•~vt mo ~,>":,"1>1;• ,.,,~ }-..:,i,:r~t
,:,._,,,.,_.,,.,.1, \Jtl; <,I H,ti$,~· U,M~~-$ 1'>.~">¢ <{''4:M</ .,__,,.,,.._~ ~'""•"'

~~ ~

~"'IM' $.0,,.., g,.'°"!J'~""'' l~-!'<<1:~ <\1~x '1~<~'<'¼\\f

'"l"-'-~~<I

·t,.~ ~·ot ~,,,o <,1<,'?-~.Sv\~l',,l;~,t P'l'l••s Na:~,:,. n,~"t
"•>'>t<,!fuv~:•Nll;$l<I

XI""" >1,1,1~,:; A<,u-~·~ fl"tt~

l» '~"-·$"- ~• !;:,.~;:'.. ~M,,,_~, t,»

j~ · ~ ~ . , .

'""'"""'~/<,ii•·,,.,,.• Jml ~f'.f~'<l f\-Y'<'~""'\ <>,,lt,,;;,,,.:,: ""11<,~M<t l,~~<,~;> i::,,i ~"" ll••t<,')' ,~.., ~,,.,.,,...~~" "'~

« ~\-C»"'-♦t1~ <,.-.wf~ 1;:<H<•,-❖r~ \~<, m"t ,;;,>tm< m,"fy·1.~.--1~i-.•~ SJ~-~N< ~~-;«ti-«<, ,;~"~;i><t;,,,, ~,,,~bf~«J {';~q•""•" $,;~,-\;

~~t •~,•TT-'1.'".\;

fJ,~to".> {-,~~ ~"4!~"'!'t-l

It♦,.,-,.,~

f.-rt

FBI(19cv1278)-50

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

354
Trntl'lp udvlser: Vilkl~aks plotting_ ~rria!l dlln1P to <le-rail HiUary
~I.ECTION2-0Hl

TRUMP ADVISER: WIKILEAKS PLOTTING EMAIL DUMP TO
DERAIL HILLARY

-

~.WHD,COM/AIJTll!lll/lCORSj/ J A!1JM I l;JlJ.ai!
lini!~-)l~(!lll-~-

{h:fm~'<'!Jtiwwwn#-"smtf
fE:W YORK -A top Twmp adviser says his. computer and person.at bank a.crounll3 we.re hacketi in
(etatia!ion for declaring pvb!lcly he believes Julian A$:sl:l:n:ge- of Wikilea-ks has a com~t of HiUa1y
g1mton's 30,000 scrvb!:ied ~private emails'' and Is prepa.Mg to release them t~ derart ~~e Oemc(;:fat/e
f?arty nominee's= prasit!enllal campaign,

Wfk<!§aks.,

Roger Stone. co•aulhor of the bestiefling bock "TtHJ ~ t ' War on
Women~ and a longtime friend of Trump, told WNO in M intervww !hat
~
M has communk:afoid directt)-• with Assan9e,
~in the ne~t series of ernal!s Assange plans tc ri,1:leasa!~ reason
believe- the Cfulton Foundation $C;:mdats wdl surface to keep Bill :and
Hiflary from returntng to the White Houae," he satd. st~

t◊

Stone noted Assang:e's-r-0toase of ONC-hacke-d emails just before the
start of the party's: Philadelphia pras.ldenUa! nominating cooventk!n
cauied Oebb!e Wasserman Schult! to restgn as ONC chairman for her
fcE1vor11tg Clinton over cllslJtnger Bernie Sami-ets,

The next bate~. $tone :s.wd, include Clirito1fs ®mm1,.micaUoM wilh
State OepartmeJ1t aides. Cheryl Milts and Hurna Abed!n.
He said the haekets who- penettat~d his persofial bank accounts
marn,~d to establlsti ar, onllne portal through which they began
stealing money before they were detected and stopped.
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~Major portlon~ of the hard dtivQ on my computer system were
dastroyed, erasing rnaybe permanen:tfy decades- of emalf contacts and
Vtulous wntmg PfOjE¼C\$ that were yet in progress.~ he, said,

St\:me told WNO thal while he has hired a team of computer expetts to
~rcing him to mo,;e inlo a mor-e hlghty s-ecur~d c-0mpoter envkonme-nt
!n a speech Southv.-est Brow3rd Republl(:art Organtzatlon in Florida, ~g.,J'l.by..t!iYJrt

Broci<'sie/t-wmg~(llll1l§;l/!llJ!i1irurmll~r=M<m.<1RQ.lfillllfilllll.g~
0

~nfitmi::~!4a-~limr.111.t~..J~g~. Stone said he had communlcated with

~ssange.~

·~l bel½eve the next tr.\lnch0 of h\l documents pertai!11◊ the Ctlnton Ft·mndatlon, but there ls no temng,
~hat the Oclobar surprise may be.~ he gaid.

$tone told WNO that Assange "plans. to <1mp at v-a!'!ous strategic points in the presidential campaigns
~mary Clinton ernal!s involving the Cl1ntQn F-oundatkm that have yet to siirfuce p\.lblh::sUy,"
~Assange ~lms the emails contaln enougti damaging infonnatlort to pl.it Hillary Clinton ln fail for
~emng Stam Department •official acts' in exct1an.ge fer oonttibuticn:s to me- Clinton Fo1.mdatiM .and as
i reward for Clinton Foundation donorn becoming d-Je:n1s of Taneo, the consulting finn established by
~!! Clintorf-s. Wh!ie Htiuse 'b®y ni,a:n' Doug ea.no." he 1aiU,

~tone, iuo.J.nfsLWars: lnt§!rvie;w last Fflggy with Alex JOMS !!;!!t~YPHitihe CPmAvatfh?
~ ~ ) . first disclosed his @rnputer and tmok accounts had been hacked.

ln May 2-013, !!.Qtltiw..,~yJ~,PQljti@,-(;9m/:storv/2Q1;!iQ5!hti!:Ua~@bediO::AAMU!llHlt~
~ } that longtirne Hillary Clinton a!OO Muma Abedin spent het final months at lhe State
Qep.3i11'!1ent worki119 as a ~~cial government ernplcyee"' in a part--time <Xmst1!ta~cy, beginning
<furing her pregnancy in the summer of 2C-t2, while @le wmked second job as a parMime commtt.ant
tpTeneo,

TIJ• New Y'lJtl:®l in S@t•mbef 201'.l(!lllllli!l!JY~~l!li!lt@lll:i!.\l.~~
AR~in.~Y.:{l~} reported Ahedln was being p(>id: $355,000 as a consultant to Tsneo while receMng
$:135,00D in government pay as- a P,ar1AFme c◊11sultant for Hilfury Clinton.

lh.Jl.!l~trutf.~tID'!llll!l~g.J:J.,~
(p,U.1w'ibYY&. ~asbinS:1Ro~QQ.~WdlYJ!1Mtll~in.:J.m...~@Jm:H1Htl!tW:"tl8f*Qf-fhe~diQtqO"
UnMm,er'20'1 §(®127t¢0~W-4b3?~11~5~90?HJ!5!22198;§74R $)ryJUmi} that Abed in aciu2Hy hekl
f~ur dffferent j-ob.S "Sin:Hdlaneously, being paid i31s.o by the Clintoo FomWation, where- she was a
ctm.tr.actor preparing for Hilfary CHn-too's eveotµa! lransiUon from the State Departrflent io the charily,

~y.~~•Utm,mJ/t&W,J.\\!M.>mi2!l.1§LQ.ftlJ.l!ltQJltl~ill!!IY&l!l~9kJ;M..f\&

,mrng} Ml!ls. on June 19. 20-12, while serving as eh:iefof stafffor~creta.iy of State C~nton. trav,eled

t* New Yori<. to Nilervlew CMdidaJes for top jobs ln the Clinton Fo-1,mdaUott
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Drivers with No Tickets in 3 Years Should Do This
in2018
f:\~ttj<ie!>.,'J:

{Jftrends,revcontentcomtciici<,p-l'tp?
d•Fkd%28agQ2yv!Yp/mlCjA4EUyoM•gOnGo%2BjlP!sIBE4J<7yZMvMN81vpob8CUUt
~

Find Out More>
Last September, Ctl@ns Urttftd onhlishett ttu~ ft~e®tn Qf !f.lformat!An 8~ e~L~a~

ln!tn·flwww ctt@nsuatted Otg!P@SfH§ffHHifilH$SQ(lartlcle~10113l that yieldoo dozens of Hmary
¢1rnton emails that documented Mills and Abedio had been in regulir contact with both the. Clmton
~oondation and wlth Doug Sarni via Ms email at his consoftlng firm, Te!Wl:O,

to p-ubtish the emails l!'l their entirety ttiggered a firestorm of c:rttietsm

~~!ilmru1L.Iru:ttw. and the Cttnto0 FotmdatiQ!I "
!bfuf•·ll•1t1fw.wa§hingt,w-~q\lth~<fu1cgpm!!lfilkllHh.~~~

PnilfAAH.V20151ost21/cd®9eee-4bl2~11eW2f~39e94l 9e57Ab s.tmv.Mm!l
;The Clinton Foundafam had a-direct line to Hillary Cltnton'a fomW:r chief of staff !cl the State
pepat1:me11l seektng her advice on !u:cratfve speaking lnvltations for former Preskient Silt Cli~ton
9uu,ide of the department's. normal ethics prooess, accordlf}g to c-maifs that sttrl'aced ln a federal
~suft,'' reporter Rachael Bade wrote in Politico on Sept 30, 2015, !nan art:lcit titled wcfinton's chief
Of staff gave advlw to Clinton Fotindatlon. ~
~foundation offici-afs so-ught guk:hmce fmm Chef)'! Ml!ls, a tongtlme Clinton law-yer arid friend, eri
whether the fomwr president shoukl accept paid speaking gig$ in countrias tnat COllld have
Pre$$nted public te!atJQ.ns problems, mcluding a North Korea appearance that 1he nonprofit said
~ffiary CHri:torf:s brother was p\1shing. the ema'Us show," Sade eontinuoo,

Noting that Mill$ aat on the Clinton Foundation board berore becoming the Slate Oepartme-ot's No. 2
~mployee, Sade- commEmted th.at "Mllls' involvement with some of the most senMiv-e speal<mg
{equests $hows that top foundation officials felt comfortable. .seeking advice dlf~ct1y from Hll!ary
CUoton's ciosest ad\"1-s.et and consulted Mr privately on speaking

reqiiests invoMng tnJndred& of

ttio.1.Hs..ano:s of dollars.·
~sde afso reportetf that the attorney f"Or Mii!&. Seth Wtlkinson, a partner at Paut. v''i/els.s, RilKlNi,

Wharton & Garmon LLP, argued that ner CUeot simply g.av-e advt~ a!W (i!d not officially ~pprove the
~rrangements. insis.!:ing m.r State Department rules had been bmkeri.

1/'i member of HMlary Cltnton 's staff at the O~partnmnt of State emailed dotsslfi.e:d information abtYt.d
tne government in Congo to a staffer at the Clinton Fm.mdaOOn in 2012/ '-Wle Al30<l Goodman lfl a,
~~~9~9 PO mie of t h e ~ ~
iilll1l!m,1Ubllltil!wtll-=tlllllil<.w:J!n.11>n·alll•-•h•,•!l•e1assjlili!!,WQ~~!li!lirui:
~mrul,i;!J.ill!lD

~ocdman reported Mills sent Ure email to the Clinton f'::'oundaUo.n foreign policy director, A.mitabh
t;}esfi on July 12, 20t2, commentm9 fuat the FOIA-r.ffleasoo ernatt nae been partially redacted
t)eca:vse It im;.h.1ded "for¢!g.n gov~rrnnoot infum1atlort that has Wen ciais!fied as ~cor1nrn:mliat by the

State Department
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£'Th$ ma~sage could add to concerns from congressiQnal and FBI investigator$ about whether former
,'Se<:retary Cllnton and- her aides mishandled classified lnfo@atlon while- ~t the State ~pattment, ~
:Goodman reported. "The emait which discussed the relationship between the- govemrnents in
:;R.wanda and the D1;l:'mocrn.tiQ Republic of Congo, was originally drafted: by JohMie Carson. the State,
Department's assistm-it $ecretary fur African affairs, who $11'.!ht it to Mills' State Department email

,address:·
.Goodman further reported that Mms tater foMardOO the full message tQ O~i.H.li atong with "ta!t\lng
;f!oints~ for former President Sm Clinton shOrtly before he was sctieduled to visit the f~km,
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bo This lrnmedial!!lyto Get Rid of Nall Fungl!I..(~)
i711NU% !»Y<iOfllOOt com/dk:k ~

st!tl&wK41APPcomJW%2fuPQToSdiM4ttfl%2fd4nm°CAF&4283KotOwu9 \N6ullhZOmffitNBofAYg~f:fil'i'
l\1WJ1JSC.k.-.;n

i•m M30 P~fli!!l Hit !l•ok ( ~ r u , _ ~ l l . 1

d~i3waJ'OhXZA2%2Bl (fbfJ~MtaKMSV\ll SQdd3fU9al!lPR4rKlSCV2Uha-lQG 1WoslluGc~~t
Tt:et.~acyR~k,11

~ g o Could Be the First Female Nff Pl@YJ! mtmnrts rcvrommm g;rm1ti!WI JIDfJ.2
ibi,,Qt,m;,i~l/~~~JJ',2!'JQZIK>!Woe1J.i:il'.m""'t;,lll<ID>lllQ!;illl.W&<;;ll!
-Si.lmtsCMw
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l'opular In the Community

'1'AANS$:t1N-PtHt'JSA

FIU:f:DOM~OM

POLITICAL 'tE$1, NOY,,,

IU;I.JGIQN fOUNDArtO,~

AnltllHll!tct.Et

M(1fl$SilS~4(!roff

34

9h

l'he gtmts on th~ teft

Thi~ f.'.fRf ,1S -.w!f -OS

will nf:v~r bf:' 'SaMfil?,.,

m.t;er Ht:ie-r.aL

(https:lld_yna.mk;~
~dn,spotJmlyadloptouthtml)
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CONTACTWND
• A\hwtlfilngllliuoo~
(~

ru,w~g}

•~(/l:Jlll~
filtl?.lect:,:a@rrodi◊0w

• EmalftOth&f;d!tor<~~j~

• ~RL(~fil

'.ll!bi~RITT
• ~aj;_{(&ML"~W<lli/1

film-,1 6ct=test1m9n1an

• Qmw,1m;.iL=l!l!;!~i2
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b6-,b7A
I
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Russia? Look who's really in bed with Moscow
Hillary campaign chief, Clinton Foundation, in deep on
international money-laundering
f>t,blished: 15 hours ago

ElECTlOI\I 2016
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aecrrow-zo1s

RUSSIA? LOOK WHO'S REALLY IN BED WITH MOSCOW
!iil!ary carnpalgn chlaf, CHnton Four,dation, ln deep 011 intematkma! n·umey'4aunnering

The comp~my fur whleh Podesta -seNnd -1is a boaro mamb«r, Joule,
also rece..'ved $35 rnmion from a PutirH:-Onnected Ru~vemment

mmt~ry uses, as p.;1rt of ~ef ~mset" str.:1tegy with

Russtfi)~,-fl

mPPrt Mad ~From Rµssm, With Mmmy,:Jb!!P~{f:s!.:
Lmlilltlilliif.!l.~oort-SgQJkyoyl):QW1201$.'l'IJ} releosmJ in AUJl\ist by
Iha si&'l$l!ltl.1ftOU\l)I11WlllimililYJufilill!!ftJl)l!ll:ll~g~~"CHntort Cash'" author Peter SchwoiZer !$ president of GAl, and Stsve
Sannon, the CEO of th~ Trump campaign, ls a dir-ectnt.

I/JJI..Ql/f!l®.%'.silmlRJi!l!)J!iil¥1<."J~i,Q)!l•./;lr/JllLeJ:lQ.(!>t:~••'.P..11!1rl11.rn.iu
Qrittrff;Jll!L.Gl/fJlQD;C§g/JJliil~.lQ..M!i!J.!1.(<,~.(M)!'l/#/JLl:iQ.Wi!Vlll

hi!X<JJJ!!Lemt1t.:J1.'61UttW.$.JlLJ/1i,j'tNXt§11,~1;tQ&/
ftltlR.:!l§rM~(Q&Jfilcf.,QQ!JJlf:~L"1::1!.tQJ:fm.~ti!t!Jlf:Q.itfU;fldl$1

RtQ.1m,,o\1oc.$I£1B..Yl
Ttle Russian entities th.at fo'nrie!-ed money to Joule and its roJa!ed
<;qmpanfes, and ultirnately lo P{)desta, Wlciude a (;Qnttovarsial Russian
hwestor with ties to- the Russian govemment, Vlklor Vekselberg, and
his Ren◊va Grovp, a Htissian C()nglpmerate v..1·th lnlerests ITT oil, enetrgy
arid telecornmt.mlc.ation,

Y~~rgllU1J:tQ1mitr1~t!llltL~~lU@
{htn;,(lJ;,,"ft..~<LfJ.&r1.JJJ.§.W:JlQ.:@QJ/JiQOO}lt,Kt~RX.'?.k::..~!lQY~}. the Rws~ian
State lnvos{ment F"vnd. as wtJll as pn::1sident of the Ski>lkovP:
Fm.mdatkm, named for Russia'$ version of smi:on Valley.
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~ Gov$mment Accountnbiflty tnstltu!e report-noted Jouh~ wa.s a new company, founded lt1 2007,

pi.)M-ering a technol()gy based on hamessJng solar energy, Podesta -c.onsu!ted for .a.- fmmda'tion ttm
by,~1f:! of the investors !n Joule Energy, Hansj-oerg Wyss, wh◊ ln turn wm,l a- major Clinton
Fatindation donor.

The report documented: the Wyss Foundation tia:s glven fmm s-1 mtmon to S5 mmion to the Clhikin
F~ndat¾m. Podesta was tHlld $81.QQO by the VV'yss Folmdatlon i-n 201~, according to 1edefm. tax

Pc.9estajcined the company's executive board on Jtme 25, 2011. J-0ule Stichting: is a fotmdation, but

as nQted on the w(!b-sito of tha Panamanian law firm

Drivers with No Tickets in 3 Years Should Do This
in 2018
fa'(!f'QJ,:,11,J

(lilronds.revcontentcom/c!lct<.php't
d•shtFnoxaShPptmziHqEpY2hYrlRtox06Dru4S8vQICczAGqFGkREMWtyk6Roo•nRLp'
f
Find

out More >

ih~ Gov-erriment Account-ability lnstiivte co.Mltided lhat ~!though Pode.~ia ls !istttd on lhe c:<1rporate

reoords, he ranet::! to <:ttsc:h)s-e his mertIDershlp on the tm~td of Joule Stlchting in rns fodural fo1..mdal
d!sPlos-urs forms v.'nen he jolned the Obama White Ht>use as a senior adviser.

Rufalsian gove-mrrtent h"west:$
Tw~ months after Podesta joined ttie board, the R\!SSlan govarnment \1westment fond Ru:snano, ih\:'l
Ruislan Corpor.aiicm of Nanotechnotogtes, founded by Vladimir Putin ln 2007, announced it woofd
inv-~stupt,o $35 mit!h:m In Joule Unlimited,

On>~.ug., 1,, BaMon and Schwei?er c(Hlothorod a Srettbart wm article Med :1:¾m2!t_H.illruY.:Qln!rut%
Gl!ffillill9!1.Mrulil9!!L.JJlh~sta Sat or Boaro of CpmpanyJbl!!Jlilggl!JL~l!lEJ!.lln:

money Podesta made, The reasor\:
Po<les:ta was on !:he board of three Joule entities, but only listed two on tiis dis,closura; the most
imt?Q:rtant entity, Joule- SHthtlng:, he <M not !!st.~ Bannon ,:u'ld Sctw;elzer noted. "Why Podesta failed
to ~veal, as required by !aw <m hls fOOs.rili finandat disclosures. his membership on lh~ b..'1-...::ahi ot this
ottspore oornpany is presently unkn0¼'11,"
8t,;Mon and Sehweizer further reported ffo\~ of fwMs from R:t.r.ss:l$ during the ~tesaf' to Poda:stH.-

<:-0m'mcted entities apparently didn't end wlth Joufe Energy, as Padesta.'s fou~left lhlnk tank, Center tor
Arri;rican Progress, CAP, took 1n $$,25 million from tne St:.1a Change Fouridatfori between 2010 :arid
20{3, The Sea Chal'!ge Foundation, it hims out, ti:es il1tl) v.ar1ous entitles s.peclflc-ally O-Mled anti
inv~st!gated ln the Pa:ooma Papers, indud-lng Klein Ud, and if'olka Dialog Ltd,

FBI{19cv1278}59

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

363
9G"s:~$0r,1'$'
(iitn..~d-$,t$VCO!'\b;"H''lt,oomlcl1@,php-?

tf:qi:G<3~%0A%2B9V0o2s2%28J2%2
~

TRENDING TODAY
Qn'vers with Ng Tl!'kws in 3X!!ilts &bP.Y.l!!ll.tltli~J11m~
{HtrWHi&•niWCOO¼'nt CQffilf,!!gl(.pjt...,Rl
g~Q-zQMfMfJi~Qd_filftM\l&l2scTw!DObQtm;}X3J$lJ191Z-tp_y~d£{~!$JttQ.KKt%2fmk6dil)PRm@fr
fa~t{l:

9\/J!;JfgwJ,taoy..'..f.().i.l!.lru;!lmttltJ:LG.."IlY-®J.l,u!l!!l 3ll1r~=ni.m~sfulli.llll!l1
Jt5Ll'..~,i;&~.Y.;chi!w_\11_,,J,sl1'111~l¼\fu~tll!&Ji&'imQ~,;1l!lJ\l.§~'1J!il&2!lli!l~~~
H~~'¥5

t9Ms Man Pefies ttffi Sank .Vitrw~dey rnYvf.l''t~!U t9ID/Pll5-:ll.:mm2
~A,l~.YE1-11mM\'!'.\\!/J_:)_QiJJ,Xf.Illl;\\.Elll<x'/.\IY.1\llll:lli:X\':IR~l:!Q_Y.MYll,<l:'&mlt.if'J))IsBX.l<.Ci@st,R\
1'?!e},,~1tyReJX1tt

@tJLcaJruis2-l.i!.l!l<Llit.!t\!l.l'lrstE<tml!i9Ji!U'J~vllr Jl,'Jt®"1Ml!t,2l!!!WJ,9EJL,E,lwlm2
f!_,JlJ.tt11~lVMt~Z~-~GlliJ>1>mY.ii!S.1~~7.!am!S.Q,\ll(o,4~!il§mQR.¼ll9QOJ@%.<lli\'l>R;)lQl!llll.t~ay.,;;i,:c1\LQ_@!s(.tMi.il>
s~1~ctmw

Q~,Ittlttl\ttlllfWil!ltJyJr,J,ltlJ\tqJtU:lalll:!!09\!iJl!'.$_()_~nli;t_Q
,1a~~mMn!it

d¢Rx§mis,1S3%2fo~q~~Z.~¼.~~~ltfil\k.\~WD&E.-t.lW~~BR.a'J$
f:i;ri~Clean

Feed

HeyThere!
Connect your account to surfacEc
personaHzed and re:lti:vant ctlnt&nt!

Wave Skin Tags, Moh,., or Warts?
~siest, Pain Frff Way to Remove
Them!

mHhsir 111itl l~1 r0m.i.

About

~ltld
Trump

Chtl!Af~ttlty-

~¢4tkm

lmtt'1lg~ti¢1'1

m~~

tSd;;ys.

LQOk who's racist now• WNO
M&ny y.ti:3r$: ago I dn;c:~red Q dirty little :;.-c,cr<i!t
al,~ut l~ft--wln9 id@Qk>~i..1e$ \rt th~ tx,:rn<,i:;;s\tk.
P~.ttY, ¥ms,! Kriow thm.e tQm1!1- <1r~ l<1rgti.ly
retli.md;mt ~ fuw mn1a/olng ~ffll'}(;t'l!lt~wh.,.
d~'t fit th-'lt Gfs!S<:tlpt-ion i~n.• rtith.er f.X}!!tk*I

JA

FBI(19cv1278}-60

39-403

01/17/2020

364

'l'bls Simple Methed Ends Ear
R1n9in9 (Tinnitus) • Try It
Look who's 'desperate• for
{i/f't.i.ed.eng~9eJm/c.lk:kphp?

American ~h

d~SH9cTODJoR4zWyiVVyS2b;,:Vwk!RhCRhZJfll!8S:.:BaG%2.8rjF%28HhKtf!,Lyn17tq\JW67Uppe6ros1Mx
?Th-rt Pafostirm:mAuthonty r,:; 'de;ilpen:it~• for
Atrlt:flt{';fi cash to $lffV\V(.1', )''t!'t wheri Hw U.S, ~t.Jt
off fund!ng, it tooct'Mi ti,• thr,:•11t-0nln9 v!<1!erw:t\

exp!ah'rn a tl¢W t¢p-or~ in :J~m1ph F,u.:ih's ca

autletin,

fhttps:/lwwv~•.fac-ebookc:otr1/sMr~rhha
El¢ th(!

first ti~&~com

LOAD MOij§,cGONTEN¥

O ~ornmem-s

l

-CHAfH.li OANl£1$

MAL£ T£ACHUi: ORD-£:R£0
iO-OBSHtVf.: TEEN UIJU,,..

MAXINE'S RAViNQ.,.

Fun farLThe NAZ!s 01

The si:hoo!

Germ~r:y. built th~ii-..,

p-syr.ho!ogl:,:t, and th ...

FBI(19cv1278)-61

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

365

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

366
b?E
• l of 15 •

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ofently

11/09/2018

(U) On 09/18/2018 Special Agents (SA~)...,_!_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _..,..._ _ _ _ _ ___.
,__ _ _ _ _ __. Intelligence Analyst ._I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _...,I Assistant Special
Counsel L. Rush Atkinson, Senior Assistant Special Counsel (SASC) Andrew
Goldstein and SASC Jeannie Rhee interviewed MICHAEL DEAN COHEN (COHEN) at
his attorney's offices at 655 3rd Ave, New York, NY. Present were COHEN'g
legal counsel, Guy Petrillo, Amy Lester, and Philip Pilmar. Additionally,
Assistant United States Attorney,__ _ _ _ ___.and
(from
SONY and FBI NY attended. In the presence of his attorney, COHEN reviewed
and executed two proffer agreements, one from the Special Counsel's
Office, attached, and one from SDNY, which was retained by SDNY. After
being advised of the identities of the interviewing SAs and the purpose of
the interview, COHEN provided the following:

b6
b7C

SAi

(U) I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

I

I The

I
TRUMP ORG wanted to terminate any deals that had to

of the Presidential Inauauration~ I

I

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

!TRUMP TOWER MOSCObS Per DOJ/OIP

(U) COHEN found!
on the list. I

Investigationon

09/18/2018

m New York, New York, United States

(In Person)

File~#-===================:;----------0.aiedrnfted

b6
09/24/2018

by.___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _....__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

b7C
b7E

Thi, doa.nnenl cordaius neithcir recomme11dation, uorconclusiom or thi: FOL It it tho property ottlle FBI atl1 iJ lo,11ed to your l'IJoncy: it atd itJ cottlOl!tt are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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b7E
FD-302a (Riw. 05-08-10)

ContinuationofFD-302of {U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

.On

09/18/2018

. Page

2 of 15

b5 Per DOJ/OI:P

I

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7A
b7C

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

I

I
b5 Per DOJ /OIi?

I

I

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OII?

I

I

JA
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b7E
FD-J02a (RcY. 05-0R-10)

Co11timmtionofFD-J02 of (U)

Interview of

Cohen

.On

09/18/2018

.Page

3 of 15

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
bS Per DOJ/0!!1
b6
b7C

I
bS I/er DOJ/OIP

b5 I/er DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

(U)

spoke to TRUMP about TRUMP TOWER MOSCOW and Russia as soon as

b6
b7C

bS I/er DOJ/OIP

FBl(!O,,L.,"55
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b7E
r'D-302a (Rev. 05-0R-JO)

ContimmtionofFD-302of (U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

.On

09/18/2018

,Pug, _4_ _ _
1_5_

bS Per OOJ/OIP

I
bS Per OOJ/OIP

I
(U) TRUMP asked COHEN in March or April 2016 if anvthinq was happening
Russia~
b; Per DOJ/OI.l?

I

bS Per OOJ /OIP

i,

.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_S...

ew/me

b5 Per OOJ/OIP

(U) TRUMP's July [27), 2016 statement was untrue. In July, COHEN spoke to

TRUMP about the statement. TRUMP told COHEN they

no deals in Russia.

FBI(19cv1278)-66
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b7E

Continuation offo.302 of _I_U_J_I_n_t_e_r_v_i_e_w_ _M_.i_·c_h_a_e_l_c_oh_e_n________ On

COHEN

not a deal yet.

justified saying this because
TRUMP said, "Why mention

09/18/2018

. Pa&>c

of

is not a deal?u

,___________________________________b_5_P_e.,I =/o"
(U)

TWOHEY

New

T.ime.s

(U) COHEN met MEGAN TWOHEY, a new reporter at the
York Times'" thinking
it was a friendly meeting for the two to get to know each other and not a

sit down interview. Theyf-:.m~e~t:...:a~t~--====================1-C~O~H::;E
N recalled MEGAN TWOHEY!

b5

b6
b7C

Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

M

~•r/on

COH"'N told TWOHEY the project ended in January 2016 and was not feasible .
I. .="'•"W"""""==....a==.a...="'-===-"-===-=....:;;===...;;;=""-===;;;;...=;.;;..=""1

b5

Per DOJ/OIP
b7C
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b7E

ContinnationofFD-302of {U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

.On

09/18/2018

,Pa!,>e

_6_ _1_5_

was part
the script TRUMP, HICKS, and KELLYANNE CONWAY (CONWAY)
with months before.
was the party line to dismiss the notion~

up

b5 Per DOJ/OI!?

OHEN previously
about this script
'"ct~,_-d:--n-o~t-,t-e~l~l-,,T~RUMP he thought the script was untrue because TRUMP already
knew it was untrue.)

I. _________________________________

b_S_Pe..,J

Oro/O<~C

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

I
~------------------------------------~
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b7E

ContinuationofFD-302of (U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

_On

09/18/2018

,Page

7 of 15

bS Per OOJ/OIP

b5 Per OOJ/OIP

I
bS Fer DOJ/Oil?

August 2017 Washington
article about TRUMP
sounded like it came from COHEN. COHEN was holdin
the
that it was abandoned in Januar 2016.
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

(U) The source for

TOWER
scr:i.

bS Per DOJ/Oil?

bS Per DOJ/O!l?

bS l?er DOJ /Oil?

I
1

{U) It was not COHEN s idea to write a letter to congress about TRUMP

TOWER MOSCOW. The statement was put out to piggyback

of JARED KUSHNER

putting out a statement

to let other people who
same messacre.
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b7E
FD-302a (Rev. 05·08-IO)

ContimiationofFD~302of (U)

Interview of Michael

,On

09/18/2018

,Page _s_o_f_ _

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
(U) COHEN learned the message to
the Russia investigations end early
from discussions
TRUMP, SEKULOW,
The discussions occurred
shortly after, in the days or weeks following, the appointment of the
Special Counsel. It would
been May or June [2017). The discussion was
to not worry, the investigation would not last. and would
by August
-- August became December and the House and Senate investigations had not

I

I

b6
b7C

~-----------------------------------

b5 Per 'OOJ/OIP
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C
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b7E
t"TI·302a (Rev. 05-08·10)

Con1inu.ationofFD·302of

_1_u_1_r_n_t_e_r_v_1_e_w_ _M_l_c_h_a_e_1_co_h_e_n_ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,on

09/18/2018

. Page _9_ _1_s_

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ /OIP
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b7E

b5

(U) COHEN had a second conversation
office ver'" soon after Frida
Jul 22

Per OOJ/OIP

I

_.i

TRUMP!'-_ _ _ _
in TRUMP' s
2016. TRUMP said to COHEN

b5~;:r

r/OIP

b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

M-rU

; :r

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I

b6
b7A

=tm•

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b5

Per OOJ/OIP
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b7E

ContinuatiouofFD•302of (U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

,On

09/18/2018

,Pat,>t 11 of 15

bS Per OOJ/OIP

---------------------------------b-S_P_e~r"''
(U) In preparation for his Congressional testimony, COHEN'.s message had
several components. COHEN had to keep TRUMP out of the messagi.ng related
to Russia and keep TRUMP out o! the Russia conversation. One ot these
points to keep TRUMP out of was this UNGA TRUMP-Putin meeting, because he

had discussed it on the HANNITY SHOW.
(Q) In advance of testifying, there was a specific conversation about
keeping TRUMP out of the UNGA narrative. COHEN was trying to be loyal. The
investigation was not supposed to have taken us to where
today.
was
if he sta ed
messa e the President
rP'-r"-e"-s"-1=-·d,:.e:.;.n:.:.t'---"-lo:.:.v"-e"-.s"--"-o"-u=.,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _..,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,Per OOJ/OIP

::, ~JI

aro/m

b7C

';::==================================~b~S~P~er--D-OJ/OIP

._________________________....,..,,,J,,..,,,,,,-73
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b7E

FD-302a (Rev. 05-0!-l·lO)

ContinuationofFD-'.J02of (U)

Interview of

.On

09/18/2018

.Pagi;:

of 15

b5 Per llOJ/OIP

b5 Per llOJ/OIP

b5 Per llOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

.___________________________________b_S_P_eJro,e
b5 Per llOJ/OIP

I
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b7E
FD-302a (Rev. 05-0!H-O)

ContinummuofFD«302of {U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

.Ot1

09/18/2018

.Page

_n___1_s_
bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

r

/-----------'"""'-----------------------""
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lJ.S. Dcpartmcut of Justice
The Sj.1ecial Counsel's Ojjh:e
Wm,hington, D.<:. 20530

August 6, 2018

Gov Petrillo
Petrillo Klein & Boxer Ll.P
655 Third Ave.
22nd Floor
New York, NY 10017

Re:

Michael D. Cohen

Dear Counsel:
You have indicated that your client Michael D. Cohen (hereinaller "Client"), is interested
in providing infonnation to the government.
With respect to the meeting between the government) Client and yourself on ;\ugust 7,
2018 (hereinafter "the meeting"), the government will be represented by individuals from the
Special Counsel's Office :m<l the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The terms of this letter do not
bind any office or component ofthe U.S. Department of Justice other than those identified in the
preceding sentence. The fi)l!owing terms and conditions apply to the meeting:

(I)
THIS IS NOT A COOPERATION AGRlrnMENT. Client has agreed to provide
information to the government~ and to respond to questions truth folly and completely, By receiving
Clie.nrs proffer, the government does not agree to make any motion on Client's behalf or to enter
into a cooperation agreement, plea agreement. immunity agreement or non- prosecution agreement
\Vith Client The government makes no representation about the likelihood that any suc.h agreement
wll! be reached in connection with this rneeting.
(2)
Should Client be prosecuted, no statements made by Client during the meeting will
be used against Client in the government•s casc--in~chicf at trial or for purposes of sentencing~
except as prov idcd bt?k)\v.
(3)
The government may use any statement made or infonnalion provided by Client, or
on Client's behalf: in a prosecution Hx false statt~ments, perjury, or obstruction ofjustice. prc1nh;ed
on statements -or actions during the meeting. The government may also use any such statement nr
infbnnation at s.-entencing in support of an argument that Client failed to p1\1vide truthful or
complete information during the meeting, and, accordingly: (a) thal under the United States
Scn1encing Guidelines, Client is not entitled to a dO\vnward adjustment for acceptance of
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responsibility pursuant to Section 3E I .l, or should receive an upward adjustment for obstruction
ofjustice pursuant to Section 3Cl. I: and (h) that Client's conduct at the meeting is a relevant factor
under 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a).
( 4) "f'hc government may make derivative use of any statements made or other information
investigative
provided by Client during the meeting. Therefore. the government may pursue
may use the
leads obtained directly or indirectly from such staternents and information
evidence or information subsequently obtained therefrom against Client in any manner and in any

proceeding.
(5) Jn any proceeding1 including sentencing, the government may use Client's statements
and any information provided by Client during or in cm111cction with the meeting to cross- examine
Client, to rebut any evidence or arguments offered on Client's helmH~ or to address any issues or
questions raised by a court on its own initiative,
(6) Neither this agreement nor the meeting constitutes a plea discussion or an attempt lo
initiate plea discussions, Jn the event this agreement or the meeting is later construed to constitute
a plea discussion or an attempt to initiate plea discussions. Client knowingly and voluntarily
waives any right Client might have under Fed. R. Evid. 410, Fed. R. Crim. P. I l(J), or otherwise,
to prohibit the use against Client of statements made or information provided during the meeting,
(7) The government reserves the right to argue that neither this agreement nor the meeting
constitutes the timely pmvJsjon of complete information to the governmc11t concerning Clienrs
involvement in an offense~ within the meaning ofScctlOn 3EL!(b) of the Sentencing Guidelines.
(8) lf and when required to do so by a court, the government may disclose to the Probation
Office or the court any statements and information provided by Client during the- meeting,
(9) The government may disclose the fact of the meeting or the information provided by
Client during the meeting to the extent the government determines in its sole discretion that
disclosure would be in furtherance of its discharge of its duties and responsibilities or is otherwise
required by law. Such disclosure includes disclosure to -a local, state, f:Cderal. or
government office or agency. including but not limited to another prosccutor·s ofllcc, if
recipient of the infomrntion agrees to abide by the relevant terms of this agreement.
(10} The tenns and conditions set forth in this agrecmenl extend, if applicable, to the
continuation of the meeting on the dates that appear below,
(l l) It is understood that this agreement is limited to the statements made by Client at the
tm.~eting and does not apply to any oral, written or recorded statements made by Client at any other
time.
(12) This document embodies the entirety of the agreement between the government and
Client to provide infi..1rmation and evidence. No other promises, agreements or understandings
exist between Client and the government regarding Client's provision of informalion or evidence
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to the government.
(IJ) Client and Client's attorney acknowledge that they have read, fully discussed and
understand every paragraph and clause in this document and the consequences thereof.

ROBERTS. MUELLER, Ill
Special

By:
Assistant Spcdal Counsel
The Special Counsel's Office

l
Guy Petrillo
Attorney for Client

Dates of Continuation

Initials of counsel. Client and government attorney
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Da1cofcnt1y

06/26/2018

Stephen K. Bannon was interviewed at the Special Counsel s Office,
located at Patriots Plaza I,
E Street SW Washinton, DC. Bannon was
by his attorneys,__ _,_.,..,.._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.._,Present for
the interview were Special Agent (SA)
SA
InteUigence Analyst,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Senior Counselor to the Special Counsel James L. Quarles, Counsel.or
the
Special Counsel Michael Dreeben, Senior Assistant Special Counselor Andrew
Goldstein, Assistant Special Counsel Aaron Zelinsky, and Assistant Special
Counsel Elizabeth Prelogar. After
advised of the LuencLcv of the
interviewing agents and the nature of the interview 1 Bannon provided the
following information:
1

l

i
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,_____________________________________b_S_p~r 000/oo,
fnvestigationon

02/14/2018

at

Washington, District

Columbia, United States

(In Person)

Datedmfted

02/26/2018

File#
by

i.,,,==========================1.-----------------
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This document contains neither recommendations nor condusious of tbc FBL ft is the property of the FBJ and is loaned to )Our agency: it and its contents arc not
to b<: distributw outside your agency.
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After Sessions recused, Trumn screamed at McGahn about how weak Sessions
was.

I

I

1,6
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Bannon told Trump Sessions' recusal was not a surprise. He said they had
talked about it back in December. I
b5 per DOJ/OIP

bS per DOJ/OIP

Trump wanted a lawyer like Roy Cohn. He wanted an Attorney General like
as bS per DOJ/OIP
people who really protected their President. Trump thought
up for Obama and said Holder even
;;a....:;===.:;;..===-"=....:;==;...,
Bobby Kennedy.'---------,.----,----__,

and that Bobby Kennedy always had JFK's back.
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about conflicts with the Special Coun~el from Trump. Trump told him there

were is!lues involving Mue-ller and Trump's golf course in Northern
Virginia, because Mue1ler had been an equity member at the club but moved
and wanted to be cashed out; Mueller was former law partners with
f and Mueller was the first person they talked to about serving as
the FBI Director~ Bannon thought those issues were raised soon after
Mueller was named Special Counsel.
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June 2016 Trump Tower Meeting
Bannon had no knowledge of the June 2016 Trump Tower meeting at the time
it happened. It was before his time on the campaign. He thought he heard
about it from Hark Corallo on a Saturday morning when Trump was en route
back to the United States !roman overseas trip, or possibly even a day or
two before. He heard about it in relation to a media story. Bannon added
that before Trump left on the trip, Corallo was in good standing with
Trump and Bannon had considered making him Communications Director.

Bannon heard there was an email from Corallo, who mentioned in passing
"the lawyersn had an email, or possibly that Marc Kasowitz had gotten an
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the G-20 with Trump, He stayed

not

their

lawyers had the email but instead
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Bannon reviewed a document Bates stamped S8_00006329. The Guardian and the
Financial Time!!!'. did articles at the same time linking Felix Sater and
Kushner. Bannon knew [Special Counsel prosecutor] Andrew Weissman had put
Sater away previously for money laundering.
Bannon knew Kushner was on vacation off the coast of Croatia with a
Russian billionaire when Bannon took over the campaign. Kushner was with
Wendy Deng, the Russian billionaire, and the Russian 1 s girlfriend. Bannon
said his friends in the intelligence community said the girlfriend was
"questionable." Bannon called Kushner and told him to come back from
vacation. They had 85 days to go, no money and they needed Kushner to come
back and fire Paul Manafort.
bS per DOJ /OIP
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Bannon first met Trump in August of 2010. Their first meeting was
approximately
hours
David Bossie was present and said that Trump
was thinking of running for president
2012. Bannon said Hfor what
country?"
was a
hour presentation on a possible presidential run in
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After that, 'l'rump went on Bannon' s radio show and did some things

for Breitbart. Bannon had spent approximately 30 minutes combined with
Trump outside of Bannon's radio show approximately 3-4 times.
In 2015 Bannon got to know some of the "outsiders,, in the 2016
began
presidential race, and at that time he got to know...,._ _ _...,........
to talk with him quite a bit. Bannon never spoke
one,
just over the phone. At one point
approximately 5 minutes, close to June 2016, on a topic re
immigration or something similar. Bannon eventually became more in touch
with the presidential campaigns of Ted Cruz, Ben Carson, and Trump. Bannon
did have some conversations over the phone with Corey Lewindowski. Bannon'
s news organization was anti-establishment, so they interacted with that
brand of candidate.

b6
b7C

When the presidential primaries ended, Bannon had the same type of
relationship with Trump. Bannon and Trump rarely spoke besides setting up
an interview or Trump coming onto Bannon's show. Bannon was interacting
with populist, anti-establishment camps such as Cruz.
Bannon had read a NYTimes article describing the Trump campaign being in
disarray, .so he started to make a few phone calls. At the time, Trump was
12-16 points down, there was talk of the Republican National Committee
{RNC) cutting Trump loose, and the Republicans were talking about
distancing themselves from Trump for fear of losing control of the House
of Representatives. Bannon called,__ _ _ _ _ __,and there was worries
that if Bannon became involved in the Trump campaign, Breitbart could be
blamed if Trump lost. Bannon had previously talked t o ~ - - - - - - ~
back in ,June 2016 in an effort for them to make peace with Trump.
TheL....::] had a Super PAC that was anti-Hillary Clinton and the!.__ ___,
asked how they could help. Bannon wanted to bring KellyAnne Conway and
David Bossie in to help as well. Bannon flew out to Woody 1Johnson' s house
and talked to Trump that night when he arrived. Bannon told Trump he would
take the position as Campaign Chief Executi\re.

b6
b7C

C7

At the time Trump was 16 points down; the campaign had no organization, no
money, 75% of the population thought the country was in decline, they were
working with the "deplorables, 11 and Bannon had a lOOY:. certitude that they
would win. Bannon believed the big task was to give people permission to
vote tor Trump as commander in chief.

The next day Bannon met with Manafort 1 which was the same time that the
news about the "Black Ledgeru was breaking. Bannon was at campaign
headquarters when Manafort told Bannon to come up to Trump Tower. When
Bannon arrived, Manafort showed him something about a NY Times story about
the \'Black Ledger" and $15 million dollars from the Ukraine. Bannon asked
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when this story was coming out. Manafort replied that he had known about
the story coming out £or approximately 2 months and had not gotten
involved in it. Bannon subsequently told Trump to keep Manafort, to not
fire him, and to keep him around for a couple of weeks. Bannon called
Kushner, and asked him to get back in order to do something publicity wise
to counteract the negative press surrounding the story. Trump had asked
Bannon at one time about "what was this thing with Manafort out of the
Ukraine,,, and they talked for approximately 15 minutes on it. Trump was
neve:t· linked with othe:.c Russian news stories at the time, and he believed
Manafort -wa~ a promoter. Trump w~~ more worried aibout how they ~tory made
them look. Bannon believed that Trump talked with Manafort about the story.

Bannon was involved in all aspects of Trump's debate preparation. Bannon
helped Trump talk and think: through various topics related to national
security and foreign policy. 'rhe idea ot working with Russia to fight ISIS
was nthrown out there". Flynn or Keith Kellogg might have come up with the
idea, with the reasoning that since Russia was dealing with similar
problems in Chechnya, they might be an ally to help. Bannon never
specifically remembered hearing the phrase ''knock the hell out of ISIS, -n
but that could have become a catch phrase. Overall, Trump had a noninterventionist stance. During the campaign they were mainly trying to
play defense, it was a very basic strategy, and they were trying to get
Trump to not say something "insane." Flynn might have brought up the idea
or partnering with Russia on fighting ISIS, but not on a geo-strategic
level~ Trump's stance was more or less that Russia did not have to be an
enemy.
b5 per DOJ/OIP
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f-5---,---------------------------------,bs

Pel DOJ/OIP

Bannon first met Erik Prince 8 to 9 years ago. Bannon made a film about
Fallujah and he asked Prince to be involved. Bannon wanted to show the
film to Prince for accuracy. The next time Bannon spoke to Prince was when
he came out with a book, "Warrior something." It was approximately 20142015 and Prince had started coming onto Bannon's show.

Bannon and Prince would talk about Islamic radical terrorism. Prince knew
the Middle East, Asia, and sub-Sahara Africa. Prince was a former Navy
SEAL, contractor for the government, and ran his own mercenary company.

Bannon described Prince as a "smart guy." Bannon never really had a
foreign policy talk with Prince for the Trump Campaign, but Prince was not
shy about sharing his ideas.
Bannon was shown Document #1, email dated 9/8/2015 from Prince to Bannon,
subject "Talking Points, second attempt,,. Bannon stated that he did not
remember passing it along, but it sounded like something he would do~
Bannon was in daily contact withl
)until he was let go in August.
After that, Bannon would contact Lewandowski nearly every day. Bannon did
not remember discussing the memorandum attached to the email, but said he
would have sent something forward like it.

b6
b?C

Bannon reviewed a document Bates stamped SB-00018818. Bannon ~tated he did
not remember the email, but it would be something he could have done~
Bannon could not remember if Prince briefed the candidate, but Bannon did
put Prince in contact with Flynn.
Bannon was not in regular contact with Prince. Bannon spoke with Prince a
couple times a month by phone. Prior to Bannon joining the campaign, he
spoke with Prince infrequently. Bannon estimated it to be once a week to
once every couple of weeks. Bannon and Prince would generally talk about
international affairs.

Bannon was shown Document #3, email dated 12/12/2015 from~-----~to
Bannon withr==:)cc'd, subject "Re: Breitbart News." Bannon stated that

b6
b7C

i Bannon

was B r e i t b a r t ' s b

introducedc::::J
in order for
to be a source for the article referenced in
the email about data collection~

Bannon was shown Document #4, email dated 1/14/2016 from Bannon to Prince,
subject ------~Bannon explained that Prince said he knew people
from his new company. Bannon knew a quality guy from._ _ _ _ _ ____. and he
Bannon thought that if Bannon
~c_o_u_l~d~c-o_n_n_e_c_t_.-h-1~-m-t_o_s_o_m_e_s_e_c_u_r~i-t_y_g_u_y_s~
this guy might be ot help. Prince
1

b6
b?C
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had connections in the intelligence corrmunity that might be looking for
his talents. Bannon did not think that Prince followed up on it.
Bannon was shown Document #5, email dated 3/17/2016 from Prince to Bannon,
subject '~Re.° From this email, Bannon did not remember if Prince actually
came on his show~ Prince was "on the right" and was a highly thought of
guy.

Bannon was shown Document #6, email dated 5/23/2016 from Prince to Bannon,
--,-,.---,,...,,.---.,..,.-,--,---....,..--' cc' d,

subject "Fwd: Recommended

b6
b7C

meeting. u Bannon did not remernber the email exchange. Bannon doesn't
remember meeting with Oleg. Prince viewed Bannon as someone with a good
relationship with Trump.

Bannon was shown Document #7, email dated 10/18/2016 from Prince to
Bannon, subject "Russia/US election.n Bannon did not remember this email
or whether he prepared a speech as referenced in the email. Bannon stated
that Prince was not short on ideas. Bannon though the email was more in
reference to Clinton than the Russian influence issue. Bannon thought the
email might be on changing the narrative to Clinton as an alternative to
the stories in the news about Russian election influence. Bannon did not
remember talking to Prince about the email or about talking to Prince
about Russian influence.
Bannon de.!!cribed the 14 t:t floor as ''loosy goosyn and Prince might have
come th.rough from August to the Election Day, but he was not certain.
Prince would often have ideas on how he could help them with the debates.
Bannon did not specifically remember how many times he met with Prince at
Trump Tower during the campaign, but estimated it to be a couple of times.
A couple of times Prince would email his ideas to Bannon. Bannon might
have asked for Prince's ideas on a certain issues~ Prince knew Conway,
Bossie,,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___, Bannon did not k:now if Prince provided
advice for any of them. Prince was a known entity in the campaign and

b6
b7C

might have walked around and met people and have come through the 14Lh
floor. Once someone was on the 14 th floor they could walk around freely.
Prince could contact c = J o r someone in security in order to gain access.

Bannon was shown Document #8, email dated 11/16/2016 from Prince to
Bannon, subject "Fwd: Bannon." Bannon didn't remember this email. Bannon
did not know whether Prince was in touch with Mark Corallo. Prince had
just offered his help.

After the election, during the transition time.frame, Bannon continued to
interact with Prince. Prince had come by to speak with Flynn and Bossie
approximately 3 to 4 times. Prince came to New York approximately 5 to 6
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times to speak to people other than Bannon such as Flynn, K.T. Mcfarland,
Bossie, Kellogg, Conway, - - - - - - - - - - - ~ S e b a s t i a n Gorka and
remembered walking by and seeing Prince in the
\'war room" with

Sn

b6
b7C

Prince would tell Bannon who he was seeing. Prince

would not officially schedule meetings with th.em. Flynn, Kellogg, Bossie,
and Conway had known Prince before then. Prince would come in and sit down
and talk about foreign policy. Prince would suggest people they should be
getting on board and people to include in the administration. Bannon would
bounce ideas off of Prince and talk about such people as Mike Pompeo. The
things Prince sai.d were not too crazy and people re~pected him. Prine~ h~d
other contacts within the intelligence community. Bannon, Flynn, Bossie
and Kellogg had spoken o! Prince. Bannon and Flynn had talked with each
other about Prince saying he was a good guy.
Prince carne by to see Bannon approximately 3 to 6 times. Prince would come
in order to get in. Security at
Trump Tower was not overbearing. When they talked, Bannon did talk to
Prince about ISIS. Bannon did not particularly remember talking to Prince
about Russia in regard to ISIS, but would not be surprised if it came up.
Prince did not meet with then candidate Trump, but Bannon thought Prince
was close to Eric Trump and Trump Jr. Bannon remembered Prince stopped by
during th~ campaign and asked if Trump Jr was there. Bannon knew Prince
would go hunting with Eric Trump and Trump Jr. During the campaign, Prince
might have met with Trump Jr, and Bannon remembered that one time Trump Jr
might have walked Prince down. Prince met with.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.
during the campaign a:, well. Prince always had ideas on what was
going on, but Bannon did not remember any of Prince 1 s policy papers making
it to Eric Trump or Trump Jr.
by and talk to one of Bannon's assistants

t:::J

b6
b7C

Bannon stated he didn't know Rick Gerson.
bS per DOJ/OIP

Bannon was involved in the September 2016 meetings with Abdel Fattah ElSisi and Benjamin Netanyahu. It was Kushner's idea to work toward a summit
with Egypt, the UAE, and Saudi Arabia and that Trump would go to this
summit in the 1 st 6 months of his presidency. MBZ came over as a way to
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get to know the incoming administration. It was obvious to Bannon that
Kushner was told of the meeting prior and had helped set it up. Kushner
had talked to MBZ's guy;oJ in the U.S. in order to set it up. They met with
approximately 25 of the DAE attendees in the lobby, including UAE
Ambassador to the U.S. Yousef Al otaiba, and after approximately 6 to 7
minutes they went up to the penthouse of the Four Seasons. When Bannon
walked into the penthouse, he saw another 15 UAE attendees already in the
room. Bannon wondered what this meeting could be about. Bannon saw a guy
who looked like Sean Connery and realized it was MBZ. MBZ was in jeans and
at-shirt., dr~sBed in casual attire. It wa~ appar~nt to Bannon that
Kushner knew otaiba and that it wasn't the first time they had met. Bannon
believed that the Obama administration had disengaged from the Middle
East, which is similar to what El-Sisi and Netanyahu had ~aid. During the
meeting with MBZ they discussed the ISIS threat to the area. Bannon did
not remember if they discussed Russia, but if they did, it was targeted to
the Persian Gulf area. Bannon remembered they talked about Persian
expansion, Iran, Baghdad, Beirut, and Hezbollah~ The meeting was
approximately 2 hours long. Bannon thought that Nader was one of the group
of 15 or 25 guys they met as MBZ "held courtn for a couple hours. If Nader
wa~ there, Bannon believed they just introduced themselves, and shook
hands.

b5 per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

FBI(19cv1278)-153

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

417
b7E
FD-302a (Rev. 05-08-10)

(U/ Interview of Stephen K. Bannon (Day
Coo.ti.nnationofFD-302of _2_1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .0n

, Pag~ 23 of 37

02/14/2018

7>5 per DOJ/OIP

bhmr-•

had at one time come to Bannon and said he wanted to do something
Bannon asked

if

C=:J was

,..:..r...---------------------L--------w. .

a

b6
b7C

a...
n~ted to

Bannon

out

did not recall

talking about

Bannon had been working on a proposal to move the Israeli capital to
Jerusalem, the Christian right movement, putting money into a 501(c) (4)
using UAE money or "those guys" which didn't end up happening 1 and putting
together a security conference over in the Middle East in the Spring
/Surnmer of 2017. Bannon last saw Nader 2 to 3 months ago. Bannon had too
much going on with the C4 and life in general. Bannon had seen that the
Special Counsel's Office had called Nader to the Grand Sury, but Nader had
not reached out to Bannon.
bS per DOJ/OIP

Referx-al/Consult
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Referral/Consult

When shown a photo of Rick Gerson, Bannon stated that this was the college
roommate of Kushner, and that he was pretty sure he was the hedge fund guy
he referenced earlier. Gerson had a hedge fund on Madison Ave in New York
City at Barneys Tower. His office was 2 blocks from Trump Tower on 60 th
and Madison Ave. Gerson knew a lot about the Middle East and said manv bS per DOJ/OIP
intelligent things about it. I

b6
b7C

bS per DOJ/OIP

Bannon thought he heard that Nader was being called into the Grand Jury
for the Special Counsel 1 s Office in the newspaper, but then said that he
could be wrong.
b6
b7C

I

,____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_S__,p~r DOJ/O!P
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bS per DOJ/OIP
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Referral/ Consult

'---------~········'

. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · b S per DOJ/OIP
R-eferral/Consult

I
Michael Cohen was one of the lawyers on Trump's staff. Bannon described
Cohen as a fixer and a problem solver. In 2010, Cohen came down to the
first meeting Bannon had with Trump and introduced himself as a political
advisor. When Bannon was on the Trump Campaign, Bannon did not want Cohen
wandering around the Trump Campaign organization. Bannon thought it could
get them in a lot of trouble since Cohen goes off "halfcocked" a lot.
Cohen kept trying to get involved in the Trump Campaign. Bannon described
Cohen as the kind o! guy who thought it would be a good idea to send
$130,000 to Stormy Daniels.

Bannon reviewed a document Bates stamped SB-00013127~ Bannon was told
"zero" deals involving Russia and the Trump Organization. Candidate Trump
would say he didn't know any Russians and there was no collusion* This
came up during the campaign a couple o:t times. Bannon never asked Trump
about any Russian business deals. In regard to the e-mails reference to
Felix Sater, Bannon stated that this went back to the House Intelligence
Committee, that they had a signed term sheet in December 2015 on Trump
Tower Moscow. This wa~ a bi deal to Bannon, and Bannon described it as a
"big reveal~,.,

b6

b7C
bS per DOJ/OIP
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bS per DOJ/OIP

b5 per DOJ/OIi?

b6
b7C

Bannon was not aware

any financial agreements to Daniels,

accusers, or
relationships of Trump. Bannon talked to Breitbart guys
about the $130,000 payment, but not to anyone
the administration.

Bannon was not

of any other payments made. When asked

speculate

about the $130,000 payment Bannon thought it might be David Pecker, since
he did not think anyone around "Trump.erg" would be dumb enough, and they
would have worried about the
to the election.
bS per DOJ /OIP

Bannon never heard of Cohen arranging for Trump to
a speech on .an
online platform or talk about Cohen's concepts for \\Trump.org"~ Bannon had
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read a New York Times article about business dealings with Russia and the
candidate/"Trump.org". Bannon was aware of the article before he became
involved in the Trump campaign. When Bannon wag on the Trump campaign, he
never discussed the stories that came out involving then candidate Trwnp
during March/April of 2016. During the later stages of the campaign, when
the story broke about Trump's house in Palm Beach, Bannon discussed .it
with Trump and Trump had a plausible explanation. The story never gained
any traction. Bannon never talked with Trump on how he thought all these

stories on his business dealings with Russia was absurd. The story about
Cohen reaching out to Putin's office in ;January 2016 in order to ask for
help on Trump Tower Moscow was a big deal to Bannon and it countered what
Bannon heard about Sater by candidti.te Trump. Bannon did some inquiries
about it with his contacts at the Intercept, Fox, the Guardian and ABC
News. There was no further information on this, which did not surprise
Bannon.
Bannon was shown an email dated 9/28/2016 from Bannon to Cohen with
Conway, Kushner r . __ _ _ __ , Stephen Miller, and ,__ _ _ _ _ __,cc' d,
subject "Re: request from the ft.u Bannon did not remember getting an
email from Cohen about Sergei Millian, and doesn't remember any
conversations about Millian. Bannon never had any conversations with the
campaign on the Millian issue.

b6
b?C

b6
b7C
b5 per DOJ/OIP

.._______________________________b__,r =/OU
Bannon reviewed a document Bates stamped SB-00018384. Bannon did not think
this email referenced Cambridge Analytica. Bannon stated that as a private
citizenf and lead of Breitbart, he was interested in finding Clinton's
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33,000 missing emails. The Government Accountability Institute (G.AI}
analysis was that the 33,000 missing emails were tied directly to the
influence peddling of the State Department. Barbara Leeden knew someone
who could work on finding the 33,000 and they had a half a dozen meetings
on how to find them. They ascertained that if they would be able to find
the emails, they still would not be able to validate their authenticity.
They never obtained any emails or any samples and stopped the search. The
33,000 was related to the Clinton Cash book and the pay for play scheme.
Bannon reviewed a document Bates stamped SB-00018418. The green light
referenced in the email was for a data operation for voter targeting.
There was a presentation about it given to Lewandowski but the data
operation people were not retained. Cambridge Analytica then became
involved after Ted Cruz officially withdrew in May 2016. In ,June 2016,
offered an introduction for Bannon to .Jared Kushner and Ivanka
Trump. Bannon agreed and that was the first time he met Kushner and
Ivanka.

C::J

b6
b7C

l,6
b7A

Bannon was shown Document #14, email dated 6/12/2016 from Bannon to b7B per OOJ/OIP
\=====;-:---'withc:::::J cc' d, subject "Re: Defeat Crooked Hillary I b7C
J Bannon did not remember sending the email and he never went to
the United Kingdom. Bannon did not remember talking to
about meeting
with,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,in general. Bannon would not

I

D

c::J

characterize his response in the email, "Love it,
as an approval to
suggestion to meet withl
) Bannon did not know i f C 7 or anlone
from Cambridge Analytica, ever reached out tol
] Bannon
thought they probably dropped the idea. Bannon had no idea where._!_ _ _ __,
..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,of Cambridge Analytica and
11

he was focused on getting their data business growing in the u.s.c:::::Jhad
a lot of "James Bond" ideas like this idea on ...._ _ _ __, and characterized
it as
saying he '' knows a guy, who knows a guy."

c:J

George Papadopoulos had emailed Bannon during the campaign in an effort to
setup a meeting with Egypt. The campaign had decided to take a couple days
off during a visit to the IJ.N. in order to meet with foreign leaders.
Bannon was initially against it. Bannon thought Trump's biggest challenge
was selling the public that Trump could be Commander in Chief, so
therefore he decided to do it and limit the meetings to a few key leaders
such as Egypt, Israel 1 and maybe a couple of others. Kushner wanted a
meeting with Israel, and Bannon and Flynn were pushing for a meeting with
Egypt. Bannon never worked with Papadopoulos on setting up the meetings
despite Papadopoulos' s offers through email. Bannon would generall.y blow
of! Papadopoulos and thought to himself ''I don't need this guy.° Flynn
would be on the hook for the meetings Papadopoulos was suggesting, and
Bannon did not need Papadopoulos. Papadopoulos never told Bannon about the
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Russians having dirt on Clinton, and Bannon never heard Papadopoulos tell
anyone else in the campaign, such as Sam Clovis, that the Russians had
dirt on Clinton. Bannon had all the dirt he needed from Clinton Cash and
Uranium One, he didn't need any more dirt. Bannon didn't need any more

dirt from "clowns" like Papadopoulos and Clovis.

bO

b7A

Bannon first met L---l,;::l....!':;!!::.;;.;;...:o:::_r::,...b:::_,)'._'_P2.h~o2,n~e::,,_;!;.in:;__;;.;;_;!;,;2.:,.:;.;;;..;!;.!...::;2;;;.:;!::...!.:!::_!:;W.;;as h7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ , A t the time,
' -_ __,was running
band." Bannon thou ht

campaign 1 and Bannon described it as a \\one man
had done "a damn ood 'ob.u Bannon thou ht

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.... 6
7
Bannon was shown Document #15, email dated l/7 /2016 from r-----, to b A
i";;;;......:;..==....:;..===;;....=;;.,......;;;a;
b7B

Bannon,

I

Bannon thoughtj

I subject

L___J

per DOJ/OIP

"Data Guy in !rump Tiwer." b?C

lgot the wrong name in the email,

who they

got rid of~ Giles Parscale had a little data center on the 15ti-i floor.
Bannon was introduced to a 11 data guy" there in January 2016, but Bannon
didn't remember the name. Bannon speculated that maybeC]had some
ideas about. it., but Bannon did not think it wasc=:::Jwho was involved.

rB;;;a::.n::.n"-0"'-n,._w,.a;:_s,:._=="-====-"'=1-==-=-a:d;;:a.:;t;;:e;;:d-1..._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

6

b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP

b7C

,--------------'------.. . ------------6
Bannon was shown Document #17, email dated

b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

In August 2016, Kushner was in charge of the digital campaign and
fundraising. Bannon was the CFO of the campaign with Jeff Dewit. The
campaign had almost no cash and they were receiving only a small amount
from online contributions~ The campaign was losing cash at the time and
they were down by a double digit lead with the 1 st. debate coming.
They
needed $50 million from Trump, which eventually became $10 million.
¼ points.

Afterwards, they were still down by 3
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Bannon was shown an email dated 4/20/2016 froml
Ito Bannon and
c : J c c 1 d, subject '~Re: Cambridge Analytica.,, Bannon did not remembex.b6
this email.
b?A

b7B per DOJ/OIP

Bannon was shown an email dated 5/04/2016 from!
subject "[No Subject] . " Bannon though this looked like

I

ito

7
Bannon~ c

I

c=:Jtrom the email in Document *17. Cambridqe Analytica claimed they
could help micro-target voters on Facebook.l
might have been for a project for Cambridge Analytica.

I

,______.ht

rB.saa.lan.lan.s<o.lan-l!w,aa.:es-"s""h"o-"w"'n--"D"o"c°'u""m""e"'n""t-l!#eal"B"'--"e-"m'"a'-'i'-'1--"=='-1..--------------i,s
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Bannon was shown Document #19, email dated
b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b?C

Bannon was shown Document *20, email dated 8/26/2016 from Bannon t o = ?
no subject.
Bannon stated that!,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~
_ _.,
Bannon did
remember what the ideas were that he wanted to talk
;:~::::~::::~a_b_o_u_t_r_e_f_e_r_e_n_ce_d
__
i_n_th_e_em_,_a_i_l_._B_a_n_n_o_n_d_e_s_c_r_i_b_e_d-______ b6
b7A
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , b ? B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

I

Bannon was shown Document #21, email dated 8/30/2016 from Ted Malloch to
Bannon withl
Jcc'd, subject
"The debate." In reference to the -email, Bannon stated he had no contact

l~-------------------------------'!
Malloch
a writer and professor at a faculty in London. Bannon knew him from

I

was

Breitbart London. Bannon did not meet withc::=Jpersonally during the
campaign, and Bannon felt if he ever would have needed to sit down with

b6
b7A
~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' b7B per DOJ/OIP

Bannon

shown Document

email dated

b7C

FBl(19cv1278)-163

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

427
b7E

(U) Interview of Stephen K, Bannon (Day
ConlinuationofFD<102of _2_J_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .On

02/14/2018

,Pa1,>e 33 of 37

b7A
b6 :
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

1----------------.--------------...J
,..B_a_n_n_o_n_,_,a_._s_s_h_o_w_n_D_o_c_,nn_e_n_t_#_2_2_a_a_i_n~,_t_h_e_e_m_a_i_l_d_a_t_e_d.....___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.:~A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Bannon was always interested in the mi~3ing 33,000 emails, but was not
interested in the John Podesta information since he belie\red it was not
qoin
im act the election. Bannon clarified that he was
6

1

b7A 1
b7B ~er OOJ/OIP
b7C;

eres e
ne veri ie
missing 33,000 emails and how it related to Uranium One. Bannon might have
talked with
at one time, about the 33,000 emails. Bannon did tall<

C=::J

to Candidate Trump about the 33,000 mi~~ing emails. After Bannon came onto
the campaign, it got into Candidate Trump's "head'' that the 33,000 emails
might be important. Trump was focused on ''crooked Hillaryu and the Uranium
One story, and thought the 33,000 missing emails might unlock it. They
never discussed that the Russians might have them. Bannon thought that
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~ome hackers in Bulgaria might have them.

There was not much o:.f a response

from Trump and every now and then he would bring up the 33,000 emails. One
time when the Podesta emails were released, Trump asked if it was a big
deal. Bannonl
jwith Trump. Flynn or I<:ellogg
might have had a disc on finding the 33,000 emails. Bannon thought Flyh6
might have had an idea about using an outside company and finding the h?A
33,000 missing emails. If it was anything cyber related, Bannon would:;~ per OOJ/OIP
always refer them to Parscale and the Cyber guys. Bannon did not think the
WikiLeaks releases were that big of a deal, the important information was
the 33,000 missing emails. Kellogg thought the same thing, and he was not
a cyber guy. Priebus and Miller had talked about the 33,000 missing emails.

After the Bill
released.

Bush story broke, one hour later the Podesta emails were

-,---,,-,---,--,----.,..,.~ Bannon never thought
big deal and they would not have a big impact
b7A
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . . . , _ . . , _ 7 B per DOJ/OIP

1-----------...-------------------------b?C
had sent some

to Bannon. Bannon

b6
b7C

take any action
relation to~--~emails. Bannon did
not remember talking to[=:J_while he was on the campaign.

b;A7

b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

rB;;.a;;;.n;.;;n;.;.o;;.n;.;...1;;.,a;;;;s;;....s;;.h;.;.o;;;.w;;.n;.;...D;;.o=cum=.;;.en=t-"-#"2"-5"-,_e.;;.m=a"i"l-"==-L.-------------b

6

b7A
b7B per DOJ/0:tl?
b7C
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I
I\-L:J---,.----------------------'
b7A
b6

:~~

per DOJ/OIP

b6
Bannon was shown Document #26, email dated
r----------------------<-------------Jb7A I
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Bannon was shown Docu~ent #27, email date~d::...1~0~/~2~2~/~2~0~1~6::...==...:;;.==::...=1-....----'
and
no
to
b7A
b7B per DOJ/on>
b7C
' - - - - - - - - ~ P r i n c e was going to have fundraiser for Trump and
considered
comrnitment to the campaign. Bannon did not remember
introducing
to any ==--":::.:·~~., Bannon did not remember helping any
other find
Bannon was weary of involving himself
withl
was
out [::Jbecause he did not want
be'-,-,1-i~'r-~---~
Bannon did not see it as
potential coordination
issue working wi th.,__ _,_.;..;....c..,....:....;..;;.._..;...........;,.....;-'--...;..-'-''-'----".;.;,;.....:.......;.....;;...;;;..;.....;.;;.-;..,

.....-------------..-----------------~•6

b7A
b7B per DOJ/O!P

Bannon was shown Document #29, email dated 9/21/2016 from 'rrump Jr to b7C
Bannon, Conway, Kushner, Bossie, and...__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _J subject
''Wikileaks." Bannon did not r6rnember receiving this message, but it was

during the campaign timeframe. Bannon did not remember anyone else in
contact with WikiLeaks or trying to get in contact with WikiLeaks. There
wa3 discussion during the campaign on how WikiLeaks would impact the race.
Bannon did not think anyone had any ideas on where WikiLeaks had got their
information. Bannon did not remember anyone reaching out to
WikiLeaks, or any other intermediary to see what information might be
coming.

C:J
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Bannon was shown Document #32, ema.il dated 11/5/2016 from Bannon to
Kushner and Bossie, subject \'Re; Securing the Victory." Bannon stated that

Manafort had zero involvement in the campaign after he left. Bannon
thought if they responded to this email from Manafort 1 Manafort would be
telling that to -everyone. Bannon was not aware of any instances of
b6
Manafort advising, or being involved in the campaign after his ouster.bb7A
7B per
Hicks said he was not involved, and she would have a sense on who Trurrb?C
talked to~ Candidate Trump never said to Bannon that he was in contact
withc:::Jor Manafort. Bannon knew they were going to win, and in this
email he wanted to avoid Manafort because Bannon believed that if people
could link them to Manafort, they could then try to link them to Russia.

Bannon had three cell phones. He did not use the campaign issued phone or
the "secure phone." The iPad he was issued in the campaign he did not use
much~ Bannon was not aware that his cell phone was set up to not archive
text messages, and someone else had setup his phone !or him. It was a
surprise to Bannon that his text messages were not archived. During the
campaign and transition timeframe Bannon did not use secure apps .. When
Bannon got close to leaving the administration, he got ProtonMail and
Signal.
!helped him set up the ProtonMail which Bannon believed
provided increased security. Bannon did not use ProtonMail to send or
receive email from people in the administration. Bannon did not have a
Slack channel and never used Slack. Breitbart used Slack, but they were
trying to shut that down. Bannon setup a Wick.r account after he left the
administration after Prince talked to him .about it being more secure.
Prince talked with Bannon about using Wickr Pro for Breitbart. Bannon used
Wickr with Prince and Signal with!
Bannon only
started using W:i.ckr and Signal after he left the administration. While

!

DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

I

Bannon was in the administration, he never heard of anyone using 3 rd party
apps. They received a briefing on how their communications needed to be
kept for federal records. Bannon was not sure if his text messages were
supposed to be kept under the federal records act. Bannon did not remember
u.!ling his personal phone for White House business. Bannon did not remember
using te.x:ting on his government devices, although he might have. Bannon
did not remember any discussion of how his text messages should be saved,
or his personal device texts should be saved. Bannon primarily used the
white house email while he was in the administration. If Bannon received
an email to his narc-ent" email while he was in the White House, he would
respond to it from the ' 1 arc-ent" account. He gave full access to his '\arcent" email account to.__ _ _ ___, in order for her to send them to the
White HouBe account to be archived.
might have helped 'With that as
well.

c:::J

Administrative:

FBI(19cv1278}-167

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

431
b7E

(U)

Interview of Stephen

Bannon (Day

ContlnuntionofFD~302of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,On

02/14/2018

.Page 37 of

The agent notes and documents shown to Bannon will be maintained in the lA

section of

case file.
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From:
fsrettbart
Sent: Mon 7!24!2017 5:05 PM (GMT-04:00)
To:
Steve Bannon
Cc:
Bee:
Subject Re: Jared Kushner sealed real estate deal with oligarch's firm cited !n moooy-faundering case I
US news f The Guardian

b6
b7C

How do we prove that

That's game se! match
Sent from my iPbone
On Jul 24, 2017, at 5:01 PM, Steve Bannonj~_ _ _ _ _ __,!wrote:

b6
b?C

Dude!!!

On Jul 24, 2017, at 4:30 PMJ,.__ _ _ _..,IBreitbartl,.__ _ _ _ _ _ __,fVtotc:
Wtfl!!!

Sent from 111y iPhone
On Jul 24, 20! 7, at 4:26 PM, Steve Bannon~-------' .•rote:
He was on 1vacation' off the coast of Croatia with a Russian billionaire when I took over
campaign
b6

On Jul 24, 2017, at 4:23 PMJ..__ _ ___,!Breithartj-_ _ _ _ _ _ _lwrote:

b7C

A progressive activist w tics to pclosi to Id me that
Don't know if true
Sent from my iPhone
On Jul 24, 2017, at4:2l PM, Steve Bannon~l------~~'fote:
WTF
On Jul 24, 2017, at 3:04 PMJ~_ _ _ __,IBreitbard,__ _ _ _ _ _ __,~orote:
I heard he had a meeting w WIKlLEAKS in Europe last year. Nothing to verify yet but T
heard it happened from a fuirly reliable source. Just FYI.
Sent from my iPhone

FBI{19cv1278)-286
eu11fide11tial = ev11fiden1tiat Ttetd1ner1t Requested
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~I wrote:

On Jul 24, 2017, at 3:01 PM, Steve Bannon 1.______

b6
b7C

All and everything
Onlul24,2017,at2:59PM.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.wrote:

k this is big though isn't it? It's the ball game...

r

80

.__b__ _ks_ _ _ _ _ __.lBreitbart News

---Original Message•-~--------

From: "Steve Bannon"~------~
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2017 2:49pm
Tol~-----------~
Subject: Jared Kushner sealed real estate deal with oligarch's finn cited in
money-laundering case I US news I The Guardian
https://www.qoogle.com/amp/s/amp.thequardian.com/us-news/2017/iul/24flaredkushner-new-york-russia-money-1aundering
Don't touch yet

FBl{19cvU78}287
OeHlilletllial
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Fmrn:

b6

To:

b7C

Cc:

Bee:
Subject·

Talking Points. second attt}rnp{

Dale:

Tue Sep 08 2015 00:59:37 EDT
Talldnp PQints.pdl'

Attacflmen\s:

Untitled ;ittachment 37411.!xt

---------

t
l
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MEMORANDUM
FROM EfilK PRINCE

TO: TRUMP CAMPAIGN
VIA; STEVE BANNON
SUBJECT: IJQfense and Foreign policy talking points

!RAN

!! is important to note that the "Amb Spring" actually started in Persia in June of 2009, long
before protests in elsewhere • Throoghoul Iran there ware at least 2 million people in the str,,.its
protesting tho Regime and demanding political economic and social freedoms. All 1he people on
the streets needed was a little verbal encouragement from the W<%l but none was forthcoming.
Total Silence from Washington. The lmnian regime was so in peril that they didn't even !rust
their own lmnian forces to come in and crack down on tile protests but instead imported
Leban;,se Hczbollah surrogates to come in and break up the protests, murdering, arresting and
hanging their way to succm;s.

--··

Tile Middle E<)st is now experiencing a fuH on Sunni vs. Shia war. KSA (Saudis) are threatened
as the "capital" of Sunni Islam and defender of the Holy Places of Mecca and Medina. The
Iranian/ Persian military dictatorship ls fully engaged to dominate and ,,njoy hegemony over the
entire region in a wey not experienced since the Persian empires of the 7th and 6 Centuries.
Persia was o,iginally 'islamized" by tho Arabs and the Sunni vs Shia co11tost hmi simmered or
boilt;d since then. We, are now in an intense poriod of boiiing, only to be exacerbated by th0
horrible Nuclear Deal negotiated or actua!ly capilul,ited by tho Obama Administration. The goal
of !ran from the beginntn,1 is to drive the US irom th,1 Middle East and dominate the vacuum
remaining. With nuclear >,veapons and the considerable bonus o! the released Sanction funds
!he Iranian Regime will be well primed 10 continue their strategy. Thoy are a very deliberate
people. This is a sociely that places lJP to a thousand stitches in a square inch of a Persian rug.
They have beQn f<icused on a path to regional dominance and they are winning.
Since the 197g Iranian Revolution the Iranians have been building and ext,rcising their
unconventional warfare cap1,bilitios. Qassem Sutimanl rtins the Quds force which is !he
Special Forces Uni! of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Force. The IRGC l5 roally tho
military dictatorship of !ran. They dominate the entirQ Iranian society and Armed
Forces j,,st like the SS dominated the entire sodety and Wehrmacht (Gerrnan Army) of Hitler's
Third Reich. Oasem Soleimani is thQ Heinrich Himmler of the Iranian State. He is the muscle
that keeps the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamcrli of Iran in powe,: The 12 man Guardian
Council is !heir inner circle and effeelively chooses any candidates for power. f'louilani may be
the President of Iran but !he real pow<,r is the Supreme leader and the Guardian Council.
Soleimani is !heir muscle.

.__..

JA

The Quds Force is lhe worldwide special operations arm that's very effective at its asymmetric
and surrogate warfare mission. It is how the Iranians dominate Lebanon (and threaten the north
of Israel) through their Shia proxy Hezbollah( Hizb Allah- Party of God, leader Hassim
Nasratlah). Han.as (Leader: Khaled Meshaal) in the Gaza Strip is their Palestinian Proxy and
who fires all the rockots and sends suicide bombers to Israeli civili,m targets. (Hamas is SLinni
but still their hate tool against Israel). ll is also how the Iranians dictate/support Iraq though Shia
Militiiis, and the l➔ outhis (also a Silla minority group in Yemen).
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The Ouds Force has been l<illing Americans from the vmy beginning. Their sponsorod maj()r
terror acts inelud() blowing up the U.S, Embassy fn Lebanon, the Marine Barracks bombing in
1983 (2.41 USMC kili<1d in action), kidnap,ng torture and mur1.kir of CIA Station d-1101 Buckley
( they even sent the torture tape to L11ngley), numerous ()ther kidnappings and bombings
a9alnst American and ISra(,li targets. Of late it is the Quds Forcd ltlat supplied Iraq, Shia
e1<tremis1s with t-\ extremely dangerous Improvised Explosive Device IED (road side bomb)
called an EFP· Explosive Formed Penetrator wtlich sli03s through almost all US ,mnor and
causes hideous injuries and death to the vehicle occupants. The Iranians have killed and
maimod thousands of Americans in Iraq and Afghanistan, That Solaimani and his ilk are not
already DEAD is a national disgrace for America.

SYRIA

,_.

"'~'
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lt is via a combination of Lebanese Hm,bol!ah and IHGC troops that Iran soppmts Bash,;r Astad
directly in Syria. Iran supports Assad in Syria because Syria was tlle logistics bridge by which
Iran has flowed all tho weaponry inlo Lebanon over the las! 35 yoars. ll is also a mailer of Shia
Solidari!y. Thr, Hafoz Assad Bath Party Regime took powor in 1970 by force. lt is an aberration
in Syrian history since The Assad family is Alawite, a Sect of Shia Islam, Alawites represent only
12% o! tho population and w,m, long persecuted by tho majority l!rban Sunnis. It would be iiko a
Dali!/Unlouchable becoming President ol lnct,a. Tlle Sunnis in turn for the last 45 years were
persecuted and k,,p! in check by force. When Hafoz Assad died, his son Basha, was not in the
family dictatorship business at alL He was a dm,Hst living in London and leading a normal life
with an attrac!fvo, western dressing wife. He quito reluctantly returned to run the country and
actually made a number of entreaties to the U.S. wanting lo irnpwve relations. As the Arab
Spring chaos spret;d to Syria the Sunnis leapt at the chance to resist. The Alawite dominatecl
army backed by Goviel/Russiaii weapons tried to crush all resk,tance with conventional power ol
armor/artillery ;md carpet bornblng causing massive carnage and starting the largest refugee
crisis in Europe since WWIL There have been massive casualties suffered on both sides, It is
estimated t11at 1 of every 3 Alawite males of military age have already been killed in the fighting.
It is a blood and religious feud without any chanw of peaceful resolution while !SIS or other
radical Sunni forces exist Assad cannot capitulate bvicause ir ho leaves or toses it is a Wt:H o{
Tribal Extinction, Tile coastal living Alawltes of Syria would be en masse slaughtered. The
solution for Syria is inextricably linked to Iraq"

Iraq was dtlmina!ed for dec.1des by anomer Bath Parly member, in this case a Sunni named
Saddam Hussein. His mmoval caused great hope fm the Shla majority in the south, thr;
persecuted !<urds in thEa north and wariness among the Sunnis in tho middle and west of the
country. Democratic elections in the country were ill atMsed as they were bought and paid for
by Outis Force money and intimidation throughout th,~ Shia south especially, The Mahdi Anny
and Badr Corps became the lead surrogates among lhte many Shia militias in Iraq. They quickly
became more organized and formidable than the Viet Cong ev11r were in Vietnam. They were
th<l !ool usod to infillrate and dominate the levers of power in Iraq. They effectively purged
Sunnis from Baghdad and from the sp.;ctrum of sec1,rity organizations. nie promatllrn> pullout
of US forces unleashed Shia extremism and caused the beleaguered Sunnis or Iraq to make tl1o
Faustian ix1rga1n to cooperate wi!h !SIS who promised to protect thr,m from Shia aggression,
When IS!S rolled into nor!hem Iraq they capturnd 5 heavy divisions of Iraqi army equipment and
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3 major logistics bases stocked with US macto or~lnance, supplied and funded by th" U,S,
Taxpayers,
!SIS is a very adap1iv,, and clover loo, The rec,mt U,S, Drone strike is tho first of ilq kind a9ainst
a computer hacker, That tho USG needs to m,irshal its forces to kill their hacker Is indicative of
their growing and not recoding capabilities,
They llow very smoothly from small 2-4 man terror cell teams up to 1,000 man or more
convcnllonat last moving light cavalry operations. Alt11ough they have no airpower they still have
precision strike capabilities, They utilize an armored "ehicle loaded with explosives and a
suicide driver to deliver ordnance 011 call for their command'1rs, keeping a number of prepped
vohicles on calt for immerJiato response to the tempo of combat
They see exactly h()W the U,S, pl.iybook reads and they have adapted lo it ;and are !arg0ly
unfazed by it They have an unprecedented incoming supply of recruits because for Islamic
Extmmists, Syria is the Super Bowl of Jihad. Young jihadis showed up to light in Afghanistan
agains1 the USSR then the USA, thoy came to Iraq tor ,Jihad bu! Syria is their main event for al!
eternity, For every foser seeking meaning in their lifo that's dabbled in Koranic s1udies, they find
all the prophesy they ne,Jd to support an Isis Caliphate, Isis provides them with training,
equipment, income and a steady supply of the spoiis of war to tulfill theii• sickest fantasies,
Abu Bakr al-Baghdad!, is a serious player and has taken an A! Qaeda business model to tho
next generation, He's an Islamic scholar thats quite adept at building an mganization that
governa, rncmits and advances its goals, While AQ was a dispersed k,rror organ, ISIS is a
terror state With increasingly global t\,ach that also Mids a large amount of terrain, equipment
and ongoing revenue streams rangin9 from crude oil, kidnapping and extortion, They derive
legllirnacy by surviving in th,1 face of the feckless elforts to defeat them, Their lean and
dispersed command structure allows for rapid decision making and limits dam(\qe caused by the
occasional successful USG drone strike, They have a world class communications and social
media outreach that serves l-0 promote their brand anJ aid in recrnlllng, Their monthly online
newslotter Oabiq is wid-,ly enough oonsumed across the worlds 1,5 billion Muslim population to
cause a worryini;i stream or incoming recruits,

n,e newsletter is named for a city north east of Allepo in Syria. The are numerous Koranic end
limo prophesies about the last great ba!!le that will occur in D1ibiq wher!l the armies of Jihad
,fofoat the army of the north (Christendom), A bold move by tile Next President would be, to give
them the light they so desperately seek. Moving a c:ouple thousand US marines nearby Dabk,,
in a position to threaten the city would be a bait that IS!S couldn't msist, like flies to a lantern,
The U.S, is frankly lousy al counterinsurgency but does lndus!rial level war very welL Let the
small American force hold out defensively for a few months while IS!S moves more into the area
and then unload on liiem with everything non nuclear we have, (24/7 B-52's, Fuel Air
Explosives, artme,y, rockets, cluster bombs, etce!l.ira), Kill everylhing in every grid square
surrounding those Marines, while also flattening Dresden style their Caliphate capital of Raqqa
Syrl,~, Nothing will be as demotivating for their mcruiting efforts is well publicized vidoo of total
destruction of th1,,ir forces, As gruesome as lh<'lt may sound, they think with medieval
perspective an<i you must give them a pounding they will understand,
The long trmn solution is to adjust the map of \tie Levant Wl10n the U,S, pulled out of lraq the
country was S1ill intact The absence of US pn,sence unleashred the Shia extremism instigated
by Quds forces, TM Iraqi PM Malaki /imd countless comp!ltent Swinis from the Intel Servicr,,
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Army and lntorior Ministty. This truly disenfranchised tho Sunnis who iound thorn$elvos without
jobs, income, eloctridly or protection. When !$is wiis ac1ivo across !ho bordor, the Sunni tribes
made the Faustian ll,;rgain to cooperate with Isis since the Shia were treating them horribly
almady_ Tho Sunni misU,ke is otNious and they will never ovor reconcile with Shia mn Baghdad.
Neither will the Kurds who am consistently deprived of weapnns and oil funds !hey are duo .
over want to slay part or lranfShia dominated Iraq.
Assad in Syria has already indicated he's willing to have a power sharing agre<m1ont. It is time
to ut1do 1he WWI ,ira Sykes-Picot agreem&nt drafted by the French and British, That map was
drawn !ur !heir colonial intomst and not ba,ied on any tribal or cultural logic. The USA should
provide real lead,,rnhip and support the redrawing of the levant borders once and for all. Accept
that Syria anti Iraq are don0 evon though it's thoomlically possible to rebuild a shattered glass
vasr;, the expense in blood and treasure has aln,ady been far 100 high.

,_ ·

A free and independent Kurdistan 1$ the first plaw to start. The Kurds could unify 1he nor1hem
part of oxisting Syria all the way to tho Mediterranean sea. Kurds are ah'eady halfway th,Jre by
already taking Khobani Syria. Nineveh provin,,e would become a long needed Christian
hom<,land adjacent to Kurdis!an, A unified Sunni nation consislin9 of western Iraq ;ind eastern
Syria. Arming the Kurds and ti1e Sunni tribes in their own homelands would elirnin,ik, !ho
sanctuaries where !sis can exist and thrive. Isis can bB destroyed with cmwentional combat
power ollhor !ield(;d by tho U.S. and Arab athos or It can all be; rented from pt'iVate contracted
forces t() fight alongside Arab neighbors and the indigenmm civilized populations. Once thti
larg,1 scale c(lnventional !sis capabilities are annihilated, the isolation and ellmination will be
slmplor among untrkmdly populations delemilr,g thefr lands.
Finaily, Letmrmr. has been a battered state since WWI, ,mduring a famine induced by the Turks
that killed over 200,000 and wars, assassinations and non stop strik,. Lebanon is effectively a
rurnp state where the Iranian sponsored and heavily armed Hezbollah militia hold complete
sway over tho impotent government. (Hezl1ollah are the guys that fought the Israeli Delens,a
Force to a stamlslill in 2006). Let the St1ia parts of Lebanon go with Assad and the Alawites
along !ho coast
Sadly it's necessary to reorganize the troubled neighborhood that is the Middle E'asl. Absent
sorno clear actions, u,e world ½111 be dealing with second and ths•d order metastasis from a
Caliphate growing stronger eve1y month
As one considz,rs how the country defends itself going forward, some p<;rspecliv,i how we gal
here as a nation is needed. The tools ol warfare have advanced rnpid!y and some mistake that
changes in Tech m(ian tho old facts of war: docoit, fear, oas,ialti<,s and annihilation are past.
TMy ar"n'I. Som,, briof history:
Generations of War

First Gen: Movos at the speed of faollhnrse, no elec1rbnic cnmmunications. Linear war.
Arnerican Rev .and Napoleonic Wars
Second Gt.~n: Trench \varfare, Uttle rn::meuver. fndustriat slaughter_ Begin automatic woaptJflS
(Am,,rican Civil war and WWi)
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Tllird Gen Warfare: Blitzkrieg, <nanmivc,r on sea air atKl land, ( carrier batlle grnups, strategic
nuclear trk,d and Combined Air land biitt!o doctrine) What the USG trained er>d equipped for
the &ntire Cold War and what tl1e entire military industrial complHx stiil wants to fight Vmy high
t:QS1 and exhausting, cannot be sustained !or long periods, (Gulf War 1, 2003 Iraq Invasion)
Fourth Gen Warfare: Non stat\l actors organize the proliferntion of commercial Technology that
just 20 years ago was highly classified, (Using Google oarth to plan base moti," and rocket
attacks, mom computing power in an iPhom:, than aboard Apollo 11) Tho 9/11 attacks utilized the
most cosl etk,ctive weapon system in hislory, box cul\et knives and suicide fanatics, A $500k
attack has cost tho U.S, taxpayer trillions and surrenderr,d liberty, The USG ls still fighting ils
current challenges of surroga\fi wa,iare with all its 3rd gen wartarn goat~ tactics and mindset
The USG has masternd the most expensive ways to wage war. Thr, defense and into! budgets
consumt:, more funds than tho next seventeen eountries combined, Wo effectively try to mow

the lawn with a brarn! new Rolls Royce.
Examples: the Lockheed M,u1in F-35 is the most expensive weapon system in tho hislory ($1 A
Trillion for program duration) of the world. Read the ar1icle it Will explain how badly poli!icized
the acquisitions process has beoorno, The F-35 is 1,uill in 45 ol 50 states but d,ispite ils bright
claims its way behind where it should be, There vms a recent dogHght fly off between a 30 year
old F-15 carrying two large drop fuel tanks vs. a clean conligumd now F-35, Result: old F-16
spanked the shiny new F-35, All those shiny <)xpensive tools have no role fighting a 4th Gen foe,

I can bom you with examples if you want 10 read fw1her,,,
What this means is !hat lrying to light a 4th Gen war with our 3rcl Gen Military is exhauslintW
expensive and inelfoctive since it prevents the adapt,1tion needed to out innovate the 4th Gen
and
fl)(}, We have bureaucratized warfare to an unparalleled level <1nd the cost exhaustion
failures in lrnq and Afghanistan beer witness. Wo still have more Admirals than Navy ships, We
have allowed lawyers to second guess every d1scision made by Held commandet. If troops need
Close Air Support while fighting in Algtwnit,tan. they shouldn1 need to ask permission from a
\JS, k'\l"}'er silting in Qatar,
There are a host of ways to fighf 4th Gen wars bottor and ways lo cut massive amounts of fat
out of tho defense lludget bllt wo can wail till after tho election ior that More defense spending
isn1 nm,dod, lletter !ead'1rs and smatter spm.ding is. When you have a !ailing investment, any
smart investor doesn't throw more money at tho problem, Instead you change leadership and
the business plan, All of Washington wilt tall you to spend spor,d more, we all know hOw
consistently wrong their p,iradigm is, ..
Why does Russia care about Syria and Iran?
Syria and !ran have remained the most consistent client states of Hussia sinc<J i,ssad took over
in 1970 and the lranian Mevolut,on in 1979, The,, are significant weapons customers arid the
Syrian Pott of Tartuz provides Russia their Mediterranean Navy Port,
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A little known fact is that the Iranian Supreme Loader Ayatollah Khameni attended lho Patrice
Lumumba Univ, In 1983 in Moscow which was itKl prima,y recruiting wound of tho KGR Ho's
h(:id a cios(me.ss to thr:r Russian Security service ever sincn. The rocent doployment of Russian
troops wore primarily Forces from East\>m Ukraine that sidt,d with Russia when Putin started his
surrogate wat Now that the abuse of all Ukraine has continued those troops loyalty to Russia is
susp,act so ho solved two pmblems sending thr,m to Syria,
Afghanistan: Tho count,y is consistm1t1y failing further and further, Tho U$ and allies have
created a completely wolfarti nation, Tho Afghans have no ability to generate sttlficif,nt revenues
to provide any lovol of government service, let alone their expens,vo mi!ita,y built in the imago of
!11(, U,S, Army. The list of failures and orrors are too long to cuta!ogu0 here, It is salvageabk➔ but
with a low cost approach more in keeping with the British East India Company and not how the
U,S, Military has blown thmugh a Trillion dollars ow,r 14 years with little to show. Tllo private
model to Afghan security may be too much for people to handle but at least budgetary discipline
must be imbued to !he field decision makers just like authority and responsibility must be
pusll(od down to tho lowest possible levoL

China

"-'

As a country tho PHC has a real probl1,m with Islamic terrorism. It is an area we can be working
closely with them as they have probt,1ms !hat !(la!< into China from Afghanistan, In tho northwest
province il Xinjiang which borders Afghanistan lives a non ethnic Chinese minority's called the
Uir;hurs (pronounced: Wo •Wers). Thoy consistently have committed some large acts of
terrorism from truck bombs., driving last through a market with a truck, a multi attacker knife light
in a train station that killed 29 people (;tc, the government rosprmds with a very twavy hand.
Also there's been controversy about tho PRC claiming ,intwo regions o! the South China Sea as
territorial waters including waters belonging to their neighbors, They stak(l thoir claim by
building dredged islands with ports and airfields 011 the nowly created land. Much of this
provocation causes internal strife between the party and the PLA. These unnecessary moves
am easily thwarted if Amorica used its inlelligonce services properly,
Russia: Vladimir Putin ls a iormer KGB officer who understands how lo wield power. That's
bem1 his entire life's work, Ho sees himself as tho noxt Poler lhe Greil! and as someone who,
Will reassemble the g1andnoss of 1he Soviet EmpirtL He is t>Elll bent to destroy NATO and
cfomonstrate it to be an empty feckless v,isseL He's well on his way with the invasions of
Georgia, a massive hybrid war on9oing in Ukraine, You should look to him to provide some
major provocations in the remaining time o! the Obama Administration. He's restarting tho Cold
War in overy way, even now building 40 new state of the art Mobile m1clear missiles, each
carrying four warheads, Think of that, 160 American c,!ies vulnernl,le 10 extinction from brand
new weaponry, Putin has no real opposition and his propaganda goes not only unchecked bu!
oven unansw,,red bv America and th;; wost as the U.S, Govt has downsized or cance!led much
of lts VOA World service, Peopl<l that live in oppressed areas really do listen, and they listen
<'ven hardor when their host government tried !o jam tho signals, Putin can be managed but the
lull spoc!rwn of statoorait must be unloasi1ed on him, Russia is a far greater thmat than China,

"'"'""
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and predator drones. ln the middlo of this continuum thern should exist a whole other tool kit t>f
to draw on
b<slore uniformed 6X>ldiers and jet lxw1b,1rs arrive on scono. For tho $80
spent on the
community now we are missing that tool k,t ol Polilicaf and
Surrogate warfarr1, covert action, sabotage,. information war, prop.:-:i9anda <:.1tc. Yes fhost7- actk:tns
are tiii!icult and come with risk hut they are entirely indispensable at crucial junctions in a
nations conduct We are
these dark arts now. Our Intel services ar0 risk averse to tho
point of impotency. Many of the
fires consuming the Middle Ea$!, Africa and SE Asia
could have been solved by timely Cover! Actkms. Specific problems and solutions sots can be
addressed in person.

Veterans Administration : The Federal Government has no business running tiealth care
systems. Tlmre are a roporied still 600,000 and even up to 1,000,000 vets are still waiting for
health care. An IG report found 300,000 deceased Vets still on !he rosters for rnc,1iving care.
Clearly gov,;rnmont medicine is nev,;r going lo get it done. Scrape the VA oil and unleash the
finest private healthcare system in the world. Vouchers work for broken public schools, use tha
same paradigm for our Wounded Vets. They can use a Tri,care like access ( like any retired
military veteran) for private healthcare. Privatize the VA hospitals and tum over their
administration to some of the successful not for profit health cart} ne1works in America today.
The easiest way to do this is to of/er Vouchers for the Vets so they can opt out of a failing
system. No one can cnticize you for throwing the ones that are waiting an immediate lifeline.
They wlll all end up opting out and the system will contract and fold as it should.
Thanks for your tim,,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I can be reached at
Ket,p fighting.
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From;

b6

To:

b7C

Cc:
l;lc,.::

Subject,·
Date:
,'\tt<Jctiments:

Talking Pointa.pdf
Tue Sep

ua 2015 04:07:00 EDT

__________

Talking Poir,1$.pdf.PDF
-------From
Sent
TD

,,

.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.· Corey R. t.;,wanctowsski

....._ __,)worked this up for u guys
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Ft(WO:

Stev" Bant\on

Sent:

Sal Q/1212016 2:01 PM (GMT-04:00)
Corny L""Mndo--;a.-.ki

To:

Cc:
Bro:
Sul)joct: HG:c::::J

b6
b?C

I
se Joo1as,s

COltfldetttia1 - eo11fide11fiat 'f1e:etmutf R:e£iti@deG

Fm(19cvt21s)-306
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C'f};i/f: ..·.
Front
To:

Cc:

... ------

------

, . .s~te~"'..e..B"'a~n"'n...m~1j._______,___,r=J·

b6
b?C

8cc:
Subject
fJak~'.
Attachments:

Hi;: Bmltbsrt Ne1,i;s
Srit Dec 12 2015 14:20:52 EST

Hey vvar.t to talk with you about the things we rnN~d to do regardinf1 data co!!ecU◊n

Th,inks,
b6
b7C

.,lareitbart News

._I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Sent from my Verizon VVlreless 4G LTE DRO!D

L==:Jisoutc=]and
NSA and the approval of the

JA
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b6
b7C

(3cc:
Subject

ThtJ Jan 14 20H) H3:59:07 EST
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From.:
To:

EPl~....,,.---.-------1
I.________,

Str.;ve B~HHH)n

b6
b?C

8cc:
F(c,:

Thu Mar 17 2016 03:55:48 EDT

f;)lk Prlnc.e

> Can f get u on the s.hmv

on monday???

> R u stni up for meeting tn,1-rnp?
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b6
b7C

Cc:

Bet~:
S\lb)ect
[Jate:

Mon May 23 2016 15:fl4:44 EDT

Attachments:

FullSizeRondtff.;p9

Fwd: f~ecommendt1Jd tneeting

E'nk Prince
Begin forwarded rnes.snge:

From: EP

j

Date: t,,1ay~2Rl3"."',2z:·.ttr11ij6!:sai•:7!!:·§□·•:l:r:5!:·!VZZt¾ilifol:l4tGtJ4=::.-----------------To:
Stt"NeRBcorrm:1e'
Bannon)
"'/
Subject·
-n-d'"e""o""n-,e-.e"'
t'"in_u_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.J

'-'<,.,,,J

b6
b7C

Stmn.O Ri..vssia\) c1ctlo11s in tha Ukraine, thr; M!dd!e East ;;.)nd thelr rnore augrn1;tsiv~ posture of tale
are certainly issues th<::1! Mr Trurnp m>::eds 1{} understand fluently . .Please consider meetinQ with Oleg lo
hear lf1e per&pectivt~ of a nstion -on the receiving encL. He's 1hH Nat S-ec Adviser of Ukrai11a, HfJ will be
ln DC rrorn T-uesdtiy to Friday thit)- ·week.
Oleg ls being escorted by my good frienJ...___ _ _ _

_,Vrom LA. He's 1n the aarospace bHsiness,

Bi?.St
Eflk Prince

Fm(t9cv1278)-310
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b6

FHeno:m0.:

FuUS1zeRender.jpg

b7C

last Mtldifo<[_..:._ Mon May 23 15:~:« ,,E=-D.cT.c2ccO.c·t6"-------------------

FBI(19cv1~78)-311
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Hladkovsky~· Oleg Vladimirovlch
First
Secretary of the Nati0nal
Security and Dcfrn,c Counci! nflJkrninc

FBl(19cv1278}·312
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b6

b7C

Russla.!US
'18

10:;)0:DO EDT

on
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Erifl1...~----------'--,

Stevi..: B,.:.;nnnnf.__ _ _ _ _ _ __,

b6

b7C

M,,1.rk 6on.1ik}.,,_,_,.,,_...,..,,.,,.,,..,,.,..,,.,.,,,------'

Onh,.1· NO'-.<,e-n1ber Ht 20H3 at 2?:32:~)2 Gi\tfT+·1

b6

~~~JJ(~Gt: f·,,.vd · Hannon

b7C

b6

b7C
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From:
S<!<i1;
TQ;

Stave Sannon
Mon 6108/2015 1:07 PM {GMT--04'00)
Steve Sannon

Cot·

ea;:
!l!Jb)oct:

Fw: FWd: CONFIOENTIAl PROPOSAL
A\'lachmentll: CLINTON FOUNOI\T!ON BRIEFING AND SMAil VECTOR PROPOSAL 05 17 2018,doc:
ATT00001,htm

---,-------,,,-,--,-- -FromiC:J
S•nt: Friday, June S, 2015 8:24:1-0 PM

T-o• Steve Bannon

b6
b7C

SubJe,;t, Fwd: CONF!DEITT!Al PROPOSAL

privileged and confidential
Begin funVl!l'ded message:

From: Barbara Ledeen f

Subject: CONFIDENT'i""A""L:--;,P"'R"O"'PO=s""A""I'"~---Da~; In@ 5 2015 at :no,43 PM PW
To:L

I

oeac:J
Thank yon for calling me so pr<ln,ptly, Here fs tb.e proposal. I hope we can finally w,irk together!
Beat•
Bilrl:mrn

eouffde11tiat = eonfidtuttfal "ftaab1nn1t l'teqaested
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PROl'<:lSAL HlR 11\V~'.STIGA'l IVE St:RVICES

Executive Surnmn.ry

This is a proposal for obtaining and then providing multHew,l forensic
am,lysls of the emails of Ctclr!ain accounts linked to the former Secretary or
State, Hillary Clinton, as well as ott1er members of the WilHam, Hilla()' and
Chelsea Clinton Found,1tion because of its known acceptaf}\;e o! foreign
monev from orqanizations, ins!i!ulions, individuals and cuhiots of dubious
d!stim;lion,
"
;;-,.
''"';;.

Hl!lary Clinton created a private domain
account, and this account wa
business. It is the intent and ,
Government domains when

'(,pied lly the
a quid pro quo
>partment

PreHminary research r;t10
Foundation at
·
from ih•J lJS.
,,,,
specHlcal!y.

·zed or washed before they laMed at the
;the true owner is classic money

Key t</aiiy
arch is to overlay advanced analytic.'> perfom1ed
by hig,
nn(ltysts using integrated visual analytic
products
connections, links, associations and mlalionships
onto the databases: In other words to highlight that whicl1 is othen.vis,,
hictden in plain sight

The issue is not whether data exists, but rather, sorting tllmugh the quantity
of obtainable data and distilling from it the t;tpe of information that

eollfi!!rnti!li

opposition research analysts uso.

eonl'ide11Hel Toe<!lmeRI R•'f~•atea

sa_~0018388

FBI(19cvl278)-323
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Opposition research also includes bellavior and predictive profiling and it is
highly dependent upon quality intelligence from a multiplicity of disparate
database sources.

There ls no email addn~ss within a prlvale domain service (such as what
Mrs. Clinton did here) or a public email domain service tha'iwannot be
penetrated using enough brute force intrusion o
•·
private sector, many tools exist that are legal and pr
capable of recovering seemingly
in the Deep Web, tr1e Dark Web, the Peerleaking drnnaln servers of the recipients or

Our view is thal tho private Clinl'
like!illood, breached long ag
witll the Russian and Iranian
could re-assemble t11e s
contributions,
fund;;;
former Secretary
"

pe1·sp,e11,1ve·a1Cme what Mrs, Clinton and her
te
domain server displayed a level of
"PY any Cabinet official in tile history of

e anyone 1x:,uched the suspect emails, tile server
,aged by a highly qualified lab that the Clinton law flrm
y selected.

We opine that a time tine study analysis would most likely show that the
Clinton daims that the smver was deleted after a thorough analysis of it
was done, is not plausible, and tllerefcre, untruthful.

2
"Ftltittgtd ,md (\ .,fidett-i.t!

Eieafieleali81
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We opine that the entire email data m,,ss from the C!inlon private domain
server does exist somewhere. Whether the content is in the hands of
malevolent forces, ~-uch as certain foreign services, or whether they Mve
benignly fallen into lhe De,,p Web, the Dar!( \Neb, or Poor-to-Peer spheres
remains to be seen.

We recommend, 1. Thet we search the open-source infon)tation sphere
, which m,r
first, using the most advanced n"lcovery tools
company does possess. Such a study can be
O days.
The cost would be approximately $22,000 an
search, 2. Next, we would see whethe,
was the subjeel of an attmnpkld hacking
study to see what could be recovered. Tl
and cost about $45,000. 3. vVe wou!d ch
server was penetrated and recovered
Services and (b) the oontent
emails could be obtained. !f
providence o

:;rcnsk cmaH Mtidv c:fc~rtain acc{1{JHb linked

i()

tho

\\'CU a:s other n1ei~abcr1 oftli~ \VilU<.1m. Mitl;)f'v ami
f it~ knn\Vll acetptar1cD of t-breign rnoncy ·from
cul•-()llH, ot'dubfon._

di,tinc-tion.

millKHts ,_;,fdoHars W(.!ri: a'°ccpt('d b-y th~ Fo1m<lati1Jn at (J.r an..mnd
la q1dd pro I.JMO from. United Stnte!i Goverrummt gcnernny or tht'::
lly,

Perh~111¥ roore e,rcr;ioui fa ho1,v the tfooatiuns \V<,;it" 'Chat\lt.teri.,i:e<l -or ',Ji,-·~1,h-.:d l:ll!th~ ihQcy tan<led at
the .F~i.md:1tiun:· t}mtcr .ttQnrnti -ciri:um.stani,;e~-,, the n.~•i:ht:-.~!fi1..:atiun und \"·a~t~itt,1,:t, of J1m\b: in ~n
d}(Jrt t0 <:(rncea1 the trne i)\VOCT is cla%ic muney kmrn:k·ring, This, com.bincd with ;:;1 m,unbcr of
other dn.·umvtolii:m.";< that th1,.~ CHnwn frunily i~ km:iwn to have 1,;n11~11tcd in duriot thdr 30 )'Cltre
ln 90.1,:-i:, speak':! voh.m1e, about the candiifok'~ d1nn1J.;t~r and her willillg!Wli~ w )iv.._~ <1u1~idi: th},t
boumi.nrics tJf nnrnwl fogalitics,

,,._,_..

J

P:xi, ik___,.ed .mft Con~l,:emie !

90111'1Ele11llal

.'> tt:8FnG:: ll')r1.

Pr Hhr'I

S8)001113ll7

So .. !ille!ll!ol +l"aalll!Ollt ~Q~HQf!Q4
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the upk(.':i.!!) and maintcliam::,1; of rt pd\ ,He emriH domain
1

fir;:,~\Val!s, nni.hveat'. ,md rn~lstiU1t fottr?.'\.~ fu::inic waH
ffHt':.t be done
mid on 1).

at;d (:\ '<~ry
e Clinton crmlil domain u,rver wa~ In
of

ov~r ihl,':

C-Hi in.'

,:...•,i:,ti!d

~i

an Hkc-Hhn-od br\..\."lchcd

~l':rvcr to an iudc_pt:nd~nt fbrctbh:-

fonnd m1d

t.wcr a brc~tch

sukidc R,r 1hc formcrSt-trdaryofStatc~ wlw

mid in son~ t~M~S-.
\Vtn11<l bD poHtkul

positions. in the US

Ot,v<-:rmu('.nt.
Si.~c(n\<.t the Chfrl\':'i-e hltd!i~~CHi..~0 ScTvi,)ct,, 1,1_gcfocr -.vith the Rus:,;.fa ,md lnmian Cyhet
lntcJHg"ni,.~c forces,
or nli:mc couki re~tL.,-s~n1bk HK: l>crvl}r''ii cm,1il cootcm aud i;~a'>ily
tnmsO\-:tion it tn crnitri!buti,ms, lobbying itmds~ tnrv~l rcc<)r-d" imd the lik~ for President Clinttm

l'1ici'cJd.-IHd

JA

c, Bfi<ic.• U

4
,~Mi,t<)
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Htl,;'.y could {.Jo what the- lLS, conservative m;.)dia ~ind its
they woukl h,rvt t\VO distinct adv:,m1i1g1,,.$ 1hat
a, Thcv v,:011ld have th(!

,n1,,011111'"11ts, at){! tba

,:-.on~mmk:mkm r,~cturs

bcwjfocttlf'i.

and thi._--:-

J·\)tmdftfo)n, AH -of this \voul<l 00 h1 origin:1l,
(~ro~~ $~-Ct ion agnios1 <.ipcn :--i:.1urcc. dat;J.
1,. Th~ Scrvkc:s \\\)Uk:i also lmvc no-t
advi.111.t:-<.'d mrn.lvtknl ;:;.ofi\Varc t!

m1d thdr

-swn.-.

,,

as. v/,ell ns: ot!
St!rvict~ tnul

or ~v<.:n the CHnfon ~s th

t<..:k:t:tiv,.J_y h..,a.k pice~'.~ nf their
1m1ni1.,_1rn ~tory.

or orit~inal
o-f tht:' don1ain

td
.quantlt;1tivc dclet¾m Qf
•
!:l(;rVt:r being
<: it \VOUld be-

\\·GukI hire u repntabic fon.m~ic -shi:Jp which
for specific t.~orn'ent he llnagtd, and at ka~t
oucc,

-.vas
oi!hcr on th..: ~rvi::r (ur an frrmgt
nm,.,..,"'"""" Jt i::,,
lt<i to the mn.Qunt nf tim~

a prQcc-ss. Accnrding

n1cdia

US\.'-0.

to tmm.tu.,!ly review

and cull <RH ontv 1.f1osc that
an ~ndc::rvor \V<)~lld take. as
t¢{)0rfi,

the sus.pe\'.'t

:iCfV<'.r

had

] NM: tn refumnt.1,1 h\1~h1ry, but Um modt~rn <lw,· Vt'FS.kln of th~ Roti! ~rv Wood :1® m!nµt;::: top:e g:ttp that oc,un·--in;l tipon the
inf_,rruxtS W~~rS4tc T:lµ¢$ ~pj"llOd~# rn.H.1¢ mom lmpJ,·11.ti.lbk: by tht~ fl.'lt.'¢Mlt.a.Uy c1-1h.ot1eed $Mnd 11nglm:ws whQ ~hewed
N!1)-C:.l.tild re,dch:te:~ ot tlw same: tilp-e.~m::-tors

5

P1idk,,rri Jitd Culldt"; .,

Ceofidoutiol
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approxh11~ndy 60.900 cnuxHs, of whkh ap.pr<.tXimatcly .32.000 ,vc;:re alleg1::dly pen<\nmJ ,tnd
dcktt.:d.
h is no! z:kar hiJw thi~ ,v,is i:J<.mc. ttcc~m.ling
<mly1hrce W:J.ys:
<J.

h>

\VC-H~

d}e:i~ :::>ami: media ~ports. f.A..1gk;1Hy. thi.::1-e im:

Rt.:vie,'I'-·~ print and de'Cidc. Tho first met-hod ls for a hmmm analyst to sit and t~'<.tkw

ead1 ,'.mail nurnuA!l'.\'' ,m ~ ctJmr,utt:r that h~id bcca loaded with the ,o::;t or .p~I me that
l.'.'OrtHtino,.'d the crm1il. For th,)st.~ fhAt ,verc "bm:;im;,,q/', the antdyst Jttinte«i ;t copy in ptper
fbrrnat find hiid. thv ,:nmil <.)H th(~ .sldt. F<ff thQsc- emails that lwd. mtachmc11h~ thil:i wn
would he primo:.I a.nd attachctl to the printed
"
hunw11. nnd nted1at1kal font (!h.m1ent~ to go d
such a task, und do it using ()n!y one ma.;;.hine.

h, K<)' Word Searching, Herc
copy, th.J andy~t wvt!ld g~J
llOft'i\11ri: (and thi.i;- a;,.~Bmes
flCC.011''.flli!h SU

was or \'.\'as not

lgur~d tv W<.ffk with the CHnwn d1Jnx1in

.:1H have thdr o\vn tmiquc idkl!lyacrtsics
isd~cting a pank:ular COTS software to dt:i cm.riH

'l key '.\'(.'!d rec1)\~1y ~ollwttrc hn- Mkn:.:,Jz)il Outkiok
,,1 nn{1 ongineercd. hy the cremor)',; ,md original Ci:'ldcrsahot>) but trying to load this pn)duct or it$ Yahoo
Jcr:t onto <.:cn:alu do11l.:1in ~erve:rs can cam,c nol mlly a. crn~h 1 hnl

dr~'>trm::1ion
··ti. The r.,:,;;1:~;on i}i !hat al! t,nmi! key v.,·-0-rd Si,.".i.'\r<.:b tm>! pr<.a.in,;,t:'i: Nqui~
"in1.k;:_.,ing" of tho -:::ntir(:: m.ass tt~ he 1.illl.'.C:.:~~fuiJ

! A$ i.i.;~ted, this hyj.Xltht;tii;<1{ stMiltlo a$s~rn~w thsi,t the otl~;fo:n!

ij\M$

nut Im~~• .tttd theri!foff. ort1y at!e ptH~On u-w!'d'\-1.'Utk

~t.h.-:ff1¢at;;1t!mt1.

1"l~xbg:" by 11:5 v~ty n;1tun~ m~;-s1w t~, p-u~tite tht! .JJITT:1 ,o$t m equi'.>a!t1nt iii.-: on the domaln stw1n:r, and tfum t-, p;$t$!) it

fn s:uc.h a way so U-mt the se;.ird«n· (:i)l'I ty~ tntCl the fl~tl:t."lm ,1 key wor<.I, d',icte, t-imc, r~cr~n<~ dtl).t!tm, « i¼oltl'.in,k1$k:
S<riptt!:d tt!rm iH'l-0 brlng bad!'. a rnsvtt wtikh wot.ikt c:ont.J-ln th\': ftamed ""phrase". "lrtdt>.i.tne-·"' is tnhern:ttdy 2 wny £Qm~
d;rt.;.} pri:,ees1 th:.rt: i;;in <!~:if£'.'-'._; fi!(! If dnn~ b\' ;i pr~r,~m \h~t-ifotw not tl~,:mnm.odatt dtfkrmt opcx;i.ti06 <;,.)'$tm'us,

r,
Pt i; H~-:..~<.d and Ct nt1de..'t'tol

.'> IHWHS!' W-1~f'" U;:,;;, ~wt

SB_.D0183WQ
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For all of -t-hcsi:: and other tc-,~lrnkai and \.'-Smt'.'.rlc reason~~ ku~ic and nt.·wtrnJl
d<:'trn:mh th;'li before
touched the i:IU❖pt..'.-tt crrmHs~ th~ st:r\'t'.{ had to have l~en
Jab that lbt\ Clinton i.aw firm (Dllvid K.end;:tlL Esq., imd
A.$1Hmhlg our hypoth<1tku! .,. tlmt Ht foa:-J.,t tH\~ hwig~ ,v,H d<H1c . , n,
segregaic. ~md tkdde whal tn do with c.l\ch of nv-.~r 6t\f

ln

for ~grt~gHtkin and th.:: atnnnm of tim(.'. it Wfrnld
rek!v;1nc~ '>Vithin 60,000 crrmils.
F<.ir thi.':K~ ret1~ons. th,1 cust<.im('r here needs
claims unfoasibk. To cnxtte:. :,uch ,i time

mh1imnm, n1.adc. f<)r >2x1unpk:

,":~md output 60,(100 cm~ils,

\YC

spccufotc tbm: it ci:mld

Gr i;vcu rnonths. To prove our

in

11

upnn thnst!' (.;'fnt<ih that w~1\..\
access to) and cnnduct an n;p;,a--nmegn
Hkc domain >-er\,cr 1..voukl tttke tp

anrl do ,,U of this on
frt.;;- that sn-ch fl time: ti.1¾'.
the CltnH.1-n c1nirns ihat tb('. ~crv~r \Ya.':- tkk:i-...~t after a
plu11sible and thcrtfon.\ \mtruthfuf,

tbn

~1

&h<,\v that

h;

llQt

\\?..,'! opln(! tha1 Jbt;~ erd lfe email tfata msi~s from ill._~ Ciiuton µriWt¢ tkmmln $t.~fV!:.\'f doe~ exht

sm11e\vhcrt, Whether the c<Jntent ls in thi: hand~ (Jf ma1,::.\'(1"knt fore.es. Stich a~ ccr!aln
scrvkt:-.s.• or ,~th(.~th(ir tr'..ey have l:,enitnly foHcn mtn lhl.'.' 1)1.'{';p \V~b, D~u-k \Vcb~ or PeeN,i-Peer
spheres rcninins.J{1 he s..::,::r1,

ee11l1de11tiel
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l, \V~ n..~-tHnownd thilt th.: l..~U:>tom~r ~t~nt with a Si.':<:tn.:b oftl1>..1
tit<' tn<J;;;t ;idvam.-.::-d nx;overv wols in the marKcto1,,c~ .
.amt c~m du, The crit!ca1 sc,1;rd1 term is
nfth(: ,;::maU-scn--.c-r, or a! a minlmurn~ tho do1nai1i s..;rvcr n~unt~ whkh is fairly uniqu~Such :u; >-tudy cou!J b? {hnw in le+:s than 30
$22,000 and \VOnld be .l worldwide s<:arch. f{1r
the t(i(1t~ usc-d iiri:: :lbic to troll the
source sphcr~ \vcl!, ,vi: ""'"'"""'""''Y

'"I

Next. it ii•
wtR~thc-r
i..~v1.m1,

T1,._i

c-an her
it fast existed~ would stilt be: in th.¢ Int,:,rnct sp~!\~~~
sc~ what couid be recovered
$45,000.00

g
Pddk,ge.J mid: C\nfide.niul

Sonfidet,Hnt

JA
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C:1imon Ftnmdati<m Jtn>po,w:T

lntrmlm:timt mui Ontri'tt'n'}11,,3 CHntt.m FmmJati1.Jtt. tht! ~,1:-1~mi.r.;1tiot1 tlut th~ dii;ut :w-~k:1 to obtain
lnJt1rn:iatl<m
tlfH>n. would inv<Jk<: siimifi-cam nn>c'ftn:h Uffing both
.:wc:.·s:s ch1tabast svstcmi that "'NC arc lkcnscd t\)
arcWtl!:C(.!'S a.rHt
this
dctcrnf,n,,lor ;md tlwt is the
contcnb mid
at,tafnst
C'Unkm Foum.iatl-On c-cmtrihutor:.; defines whether this 'Was a f>ay-tn• pk1y nrg11niz.atimt

1'ask l ~- Pctnufatifm Project

ohtilin seardtab!e 1:enn::s, (knmt/J't as ''th~

as.-s,s.~iat\;'d ,vith cited compm1i¢s:; nr
11t'lmc1~ amt 1ht:-u nm those mimt::.,

both State and Fc.dc1'ttl Cnmpaign R't.'.:ords1 as
1~t11itk,tt Action Contrnittc~
iwr&-. their addre.s~s, and telephone rn.nnbcrs and

f suct<<:ssfol -t.'<mttnc.ts and attempted bids fikd in th;::
t 2009-2013.

,
denllng~ (quid prv quo)
{kmnrs lx:hvi::;cn 2009¥20 ! 3.

bc!\Vt(-:n

tht .sul~eG} and i:he top

5. kttern.'1ti<lna! or i}lhcr tmu:-.ual fo1an-i::fol ctttivtties
dlsdosc-d

Confirm th.at the S\lbjc-ot ha~

i:.kmation;,_
int,,c,i,i<i«,,ml finandal

he t't.1nstrucd as int~rnational in sourcing, if
internatioiu1t ~rnn~;:;i:tions ~xi~t. \VI! wiH
thern and reczntirns::-nd potential
scc,:m<l,iry <.:(nu-::.c~~ ofaetkm lt1<,:ludin:g, but
tu, kk:ntificatiai1 <1-fthc sources,
tmn.&actton~

fir

donn.tion~ th,at

9
PtitHe$ed:.md:(\..nfidc.nti,d
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Tht! :-.tardies fot lh~ h)undalion ~!m1v nn::
fa.ct th,.,t th.: fomh of i1tkt\'$:l: Cnmi:,:
fo:nn outsldt~ <Jf the Vnih:d Stak"S, dn<l
inwmutimm! rc:,;otm::cs. m.u~t be used ti> 1t-aln
ac;..:--;:s~ to ·lht ncctk:d acc0unts 1h1it were used t,'J ~r:n<l fonds, The initial
... se.:c
,vhsa the

The customer
nnd IT!Na

mngc frnm.

kt 4f)Ot) p.ag

<.1.uy pcre-1..in in Um ,vorkL :ctnd
To date, mi.r firm h
J.9961 the GtobalScan
~o tlmt they Cttiild he used i

lil
:Ptitih::.gcd ..mcl(\Jfkl..,.mlal
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Governrnent .report:- that ure ru>th open and dos~d
Pn.::ss rckast\ on tht:: surfo.c-1;: \\'vb

♦

Senumtic ~:xtrnctton is typkuUy usNl to

Dis;;_:owr cmiti;:s and kkntify their stntctut:.tl 1)wncrl.1hip and link$
Discover rclatkmtship~ hen,·ccn cntitks
Dhcovcr 1.::vcnt5

♦

Se1muttk e::dractkm

ll
Ptl;ik<g.s.tfw,dCz.a:1Ju,i,.cl

Cc.ttfide11Md

JA

.1_dft:1m:J

W1c,rhJ!i.c.due.t

OonHdet1Hat ::fteetfltent R:ef1Hesteef
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~t th;;_t outset, this in\\tstigati1..1n Hlwuld be a ph;H,cd
S1.-·an'i: fir:::.t, and once the ri'!~ulb arc obta.in(.xl, we can prnb;;;:
n::lati;;d lnform~1tkm\ if.Ht)\ t;J the original :~ource.

,,:\:5. firnkd

~t,.trOtht wtth the Gfoh,d

dt(:tXr .and lnKc 'c.mtk.

invi;;;it1ga!ion.s th~it involve databm•es: and ek:ctronic souni~s. rt is our
to Ct)nduct su<:,h r: siudy b to ,,orHfatf a Global Scam~~ on
\Ve assume
n1at!Cr is
doctrine-and

t No!~ nme- tb.s, some $eatch~1, N:'qultt! .:t penni!S:slbte: p1,1rpose as tie-fined unde-t th~ Ftfdi:\t31 f~ir (re<lti: 11:,tportiJ\,f;: Ad, Title
15, U$.(: 1001, et. .:.eq., a, v<t:11 .U ntlktt' lo«il, :.tilt~~, ttdrmd and httern11t1Ufl$1 i('IWS, Y~U-~H\ fl';q_iJlN·:d '\"f) .:(;trtHy ktlO that llflY
Sl!'.i:n;:h hilt tomplhmc.e with both n:RA1 ~~ w~l1 .i':i the 1999 Gr-M«m4J.>JJ<.:h &t1k Priwcy A,;t, By µl?(;!ng any orde1· wilh 10,
tf-lq etfont repr~nh th.1t Ute: dleot hat Mly oomplfod with «111-oy;,t, st'3.ti?, fetkr~i 3nd Jntematkm<1i !aw-s. iin,d as,sum~s ill!
t't,<~~tbllfty, tCI aswme~ r,Q responill>ll!ty for d~erm!l'Ung wheth,i,:.r the dlMt ls In t◊~H,1nce With thmm- k\W$.

m

We are r.<it-" (-Oll';Ufiit'.!t Credit Rt?pottin§ A$?ncy ;md au ,out rt)lt)rt"- are- dooo as nn llg¢nt to coonse! untft:r tl:le AttQtrwy
Wor'k Product Ooo:tine, fM fttrdn1r h'\ft:}tn1aUQcn, p!~s~ s.oo Ol.lt it!rm:s »m:! Cond!tl®s, foW'ld at
!Jttf?.:J:'/w~-K:i<1ff&~Pf¢.eon1/Wtm~,trtlt1l , wh:kh are lnr.orpor;n,ert into this ~-s,d b)' tefonmce~

l2
Pt h ileged .:me Cc.u!'Mc.11,lftl

coofiefe1~Hei
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Kt~O"\.Hl stll\{l{'!Hte~, family nwml.H.'n nnd ch~~ iw-rt,i;,U.d t'ril'nds who mi\) !:It• tt$'t'O ta trans.for
1ff ('l)UH'}' :.'l~!<d~.

S:. Vf.hidt~, bMts. n:wehatlizNl c14uipttwnt, .und ~crca1h•md devitt& trn~ed Ui nwrdrn.ul'$'. nansc..
.nddt('li:i or

9.

ss,,

UCC iitiogs n't':ordcd bi tbe trnnw <1f tl1-,. mtftfomt, based npm1 :a ,sc:m oftlw pcr!'ion'ii 1i:lmc,
SSN, or pm•f 1tdth'<'S...'its, ~ h<iple !<i:cm·t~d !il.'.»"d!, tui:'.h.t<fod is IHJt.fl dtbfor ftud St'tw·~tl fHU't)'
seard11t:i:.

ti), ldcntitk;-1tl.on uf trnlk ct·tdittu'$, ('r\~dlt ('l.lr<t t:tHilft,tnk~. utility c~mitt::wk~ fraoks, or other
entilh:~ dmt the 1..tritt ''l'otdd be ))..tying ,yifll ~mnc: type ot i11:-;tnunN1t, Tbt~~~ sc,a:n:tu.~ do not

indude ldll'utifi,,:.a!lt»tt M the ltMli Hwt
the Mil th~H h being p,tkt

st

tht,;.•l,. i'i' dra\1-tt

tliJOll,

Qr Uw

~KftJ.Uffi

mwtlwr~ jusl

"~~~-

l L ldtntit'!t~ttfon of tekphmu• nnmlwrs, ei;-thtfor n-11mb{fflii,

fllf!~tber \\-ith ton~t distmwe can-le~.
diakd, or tlw ~ubscrUwnr lu ttw
ilfseun;hinu,
.t.:l~

,\ti l)~i,,f t\ddr~W'i. hllit!W{i' Ui.t,

~dd:rc-;.si:~ ui,:ed by ihe 1m•n,:h;1ut,
r~sitk> i.n ifw Slll\l'(:! hm,,s.,!iuld.s I

Gk!lnd Scatt-%1 ii.
seek 10 forvt t1

be proptlN.Xi.

C(HXft1ctc<l on ;:1 flat foe but.is 011ly, mxl is mark\:;tc<l that
foe structort c-itcd in adv~m~e, Morcovei-.
requires that aH dt~d foes and -expense $l!Nhurgos 1:-,c paid in ~tdvance.

lCI does uol bill by the hnur 1hr irn service;> nor mt "general price lists·~. Rathcr 1 it
"bundled

t.lSC$

the

and inclmk.is alt research
\Ve rnircy tonsuH

tb(jrc h~ a n,·eJ Iu
I}
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tni:1.x::mt~cs lhe c!i~~n:i al! uvai!ahk inthnmition
,. i-.1f infonnation

obtained.

of
()t

14
P:d'-Uagc~ ON~
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Worldwide l)e,·p Wt•b [nte!Ug,•ntt' Sean
,.... a vasr n:-s(Tvol.l of lmcmei .::om<:nt thilt 500 i ht1es
rm.1:tcl'lnl \V11rtt mak0s iht-dfocovcrv of1l1.~
\\:ithin l!.
Wi:-b \~1r~h1,.'~ at;! intcmki=d
1u1d \Vhkh othct,vise rends

15
Pd, ik~~u4 rrn8' C .!!Ci~euis:d .~Ht·me.; \i'atk P1tdt1t::t

eonlidMli!li
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w
from

top~ Hicr<-

a n1.~t across the s.urfacc uf the

a 1,veaJth of inlhrnmticn thnt Iles

thc n:vt.'r~i.g.,;- _i.x•rwn,

c.:mnnt tX; n.:tricved

bask $ttm~h
lt1krn~t

m~thi.Jdt)lcgy ~tnd

Trnditiotml Ji:carch cnµ.iiws crc~1t~ their en
Toh~':

n1mm<Jr,
t:nn.vJcrs. used
<lAia remains
pfaintslght,

ux1;'>t

v;.ifuabh.~ and hanJ~to~find

nccurai;y, lf th;;; most t:l)Wtcd
!h~ valu~ nf 01;.'t:p Wi:t} t:ouknl b.

5.

~I of dH• fftt'gt'.~t !.k•l'J> \\t-h sitt>s Nlki"dn'h' ,,1u1aitl ab-0ut 75{i tvrah,·lc$ ~if infonn,itiM , ,
""ut'fi:deut b~· them~t-l\·i'~ Ht l.:\Cerd tit\\ ii,.t 1,ftht: ~nrfoce \\\:h hy 40 timi:s~

16
Ptiti!o~t!cl: 1.:.K: C .n:tdrntiul f'1Ht.tm:.1 v~mh Pnd-<1et
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-6,

Ou llVel'll'ilP1 l>tw-p \\lt'h ~ih.'S. rt!Ci'!h't' ;tl:mut 50% ~rNth'f J\'HH'lthl~· n.•aftk th~\tl- &twl1lt!¢ sl:tfS
rmcl :H't' mo'((' Mghiy Uuk('d to th~n ..ul°lil« Sitt!\~ b(lWt,S('J', ti\~ typicitl {mcdbm) l.h:.-1.~p \\'rli
~irn. is mrt- wdl kn{lwn 1-0: the h.!tt<O!."!·~e-arch })Ublk;

9.

'fot.il 4:tmHty c-ontent-oftbe di!t'p \\'dl is at foast

q«m to UWO time:,. ifrcat~·r than th,it (lflhe

~urfoc:eWth:
rn. lh.>ep \Y~lt etmhmt i$c bl~hly n.-lvvi.m( ti:> e•·tw-y Jnfornmtfon ni:ctl1 nuO'ktt
ttum half lH' me dl.W)} \Yd> ('OUHtnt n.1 sid('~ in tilt)\t "JH"l:'Hi<.' d.tt.ab::u,1:'-S~
n. A fuU 95% of the deep \Vi:,b b 1mbUcly tl.~Ctfi.ti.b11;' ittftlrtUatfo!'\
snbti.¼Tiplhutl-.

To put the-st numbers

Nn-nlwrn.
Deer Wet\.
arc thtrclbn: scm-<..:o-ntem 11vaila.bie w them today.

for
to

17

P.idkgtdm,d Cutflde.tLiot
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During U1c
s;.~vtirnl
«:,.,~search
Ag,::n,::y
daw\'ast, knn,\.-11 µi-; i'\;imc

tht UdCnsc A.dvanccd
l.'.~ilkd tht NO!SC

!8
l'.itikged 011<: Cufid.11.i.,I .~u<111cy V"t.,k Piodtt<t

GeAPieie:r,Hal
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in
ck'

dairnt~d

ecp Web ~md c11bci.tvdy

licatlon: and the {dl(!ntiChck~ ,bt;J scarcht.\'J. be
'""'"''"' m1mc•s ofAdv,mrng¢ and the key indfv1duats,

rht.~ restricted ~tccf~s d-al,1 \Vithln fden1iChekt19 t1mt is
.:::{.) that aHov.'s fbr H highly relevant. hlrgctod search

19
F,idkgcd ,111<1 (\mildt,dHl /<IIU!itj 1//()li; Pwm1c1
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1tvek1p~d i~ thut the

·om,:i..: on the p1~tm;;t
. M the

gt-r than
S<l sigmtkmH fa: the

20
Ptidle@td a,1<: C.:dtHJ.,w~itt! A:ou1tc) we,it 1½12tiuu

em1fider1fia:i
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~

into the Internet, v.:ith 1ht

to

to law firms or

s,;,ntt,cmlllv expm1d nt_1t

To he .:fo<ccrv.:~n.xt1 the page must b1.} s.tMk tmd linked to oi:lwr
Trn,1itlona1 s:e,1rch t>ngines
cmmc>t "see'· or retrieve contenl in the Deep Web, Because
sentch engin(!- cm\vkru
~:mmot
hent1alh th~ 5urfoce, ihf ni~<l!p Wt:h t'lr Dark Sp;.1ce of1he fnh,n'tlt)t hn;-; hcn::wf\.Jrc
lxx;-n
in 1>b in ~ig.llt
rbtitba;-:e$ that
r?quc:,;t. Bni ri direct query is n ''one at

1.cn1.1tc1tt in

j)nJ<luc;; r\.'swlts

Wtb s.<Jun..-es s.trire their
in re::.p<.H1St ~n a ,!i1\:'(,:t

fa-bork1u::; ,vay t(\ sc~ri;h.

2!
P•,d, HcgHLu.11 C'oufidc..ml'f.1:1 AHeu (; :w _!l: P,ed1;11:et
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•1nd n1.0n,"t i:.et)pk tU'C ''se!f~cnnfos~b1g'' fl1::ir habits m1d h.::tun1s; thdr bh1~<.-s ,wd
thl
ii
pnctl<r11m1all1'IY
?-:kdin
-~e
and
and 11rivnte chat fh)ttnk
AH of thl~sc l-Ocat
but the key i~ tl!e search im>tnirn,;:nt vehick used uud the
-3dv:.mccd ~ma1_ytics applil.'.".,.;,

ofthi:$c wick and de.;;-.p dni~1

ocvan ofdara..

22
'Fddicgcd ~um Coufidca,L.! Atto11teJ Viult P1<dt1et
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~'iJt.f:" ci:111XJratkm. base,{! ln

\VashingHn\ DC\ ,v:15
111 1978, ICl ~tartt.'d it!i opnatiuns a:- a lf.i.'nern!
in complex it><lcrai litigation and commercial

,,

~1·'.\,~p,::dali?:Cs in provldin~ cotnputtTizc<l on-line dutabasc
ni)a.ly&~ thn)u~h .a \.,orldwide nctwntk of cornputerfac<l -t,1n
•tess. Each d~tah&ic has millions: of'!'ik:s, and 1cr subi<.<.:dbcs tn
1rkhvkie, Mo~l of the~'e: d;W}hil~C.."1 :.-UX:'. us~d to t)btafo in~<kpth
J,:, -org:;ini..::ationi, in&1itutioit'¾. nm! corpm-atlon.s for aitont..:i)'1l. .1nd
cntrctit ly offors it <i.er\:ie~s (m}y H.l htC'nstd ,1ttomcys 1 lMv tirmF..,
or uttnmeys tlmt \\'ork fi..i,r multi.-r11tio11al corpurmion,.

Ct1mpfox liti~iHl-\,u nHtnll{l'.~meut and ~i-r:ah~.a\,. scnke~ u-Mnt dahdJ.l~t~i H1 tu!!stfnd
dift'kult im-'1.•~fig.;1thmx ~tuickly um} dl1-dc1rtl},
Ytnturt' rnt•H::ti nu~i ha:11king (itw~dil!gei1t·1.i ittH·st!g;Jtfon ,o.u lmtl\'ithmts. fo U.l
NllHHrltt,

23

t1tNlkg<.tt -tJid t

u1dldthhi.d--}Wo1ney "itotk Product

58_$00111407
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Tn,.:h.1:g 1)f 1i'>~Cf'>, b,rnki11g, thumei;il t'lntl l.'1'i.'dit inYe'<tigntt,ms bemuse
:)ml other !◊ii.~~t<-

;)f

di:fo.utts

P~l'.,tilte pr\'.'~l'n;\tfrm setirdms dttne by trmtc\!t- H ptutcti t~f't)tfon ,of pdndpitl fly
tmkmwm persons.

lCI

t<; e!tp~1bk (tf eoudt1cti1\g th(!Si.! and ntl1cr;; kit~fa of itlqnines nnd presenting; n highly
proprietary report formal bccmis.-:;, 1:if its unique mc:thods and suurt\C~.

lCi i.t~fs expert:; in
t\lith~ring.

,;;,d

n~,n:,,ii;cmcnH;c,i,,nc,;s

compkx
kivc -1..1vcr 25
oft

:;tfamtive -servkc-s, tcr rcn1(lVI.:'& tfo:~ dknt from direct involvement
That b ~;n,~ rea::-on J('f:;. t.'tii..•m Iha inclwlt~.s
firrn:,. which lmv~ tfh:.~ir own in-h<ntst:"
Among the w:h:anrngc, it ziffors, lCI:
•

Co.nstnx:ts J..'.\l'Stinnl:ted SNH't:ht'$ tf(>J)t•tnllng ou 1ht: Jowsiigntht• objt'('!h'l•~
itlHl tht' type of i-nftu-nu1Hm1 ttuu !~ nv«h:ti.

a( tum~wl

•

(-Om:tm.:t1; ~dl tnqutrWs. i.>t('('tronk aud tlih,r.t'"''i,;e, tm SN
11otflorHy. The l}l:w firm
t'lktit, l<U\d ih ultimate dkn.t~ i!i !lOt i.(kiltltlt•d ·wttft tilt.' itt\'~'$ti{ll:\.t!t)U.

•

T{~(.<j)'i ~,hr-l.'Mt t)f 11e,·w dut:,ht\'<l.'.' ,;◊tn·l.'t''!. u:t;('(! ht ;~II lt>g:.tl Sfl!?dafHc:.. Fttrthi•rm9rt't it
l.'.'tmM;.m!Jy use~ tht\~ sm.1:r-cci< 1md k1rnws tlwk c1tJl1lhilHfos fom1 i,>xptt'lcnt.'tf,

*'''tl

14
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E'trv.tn(h N mcc( mHt$1tnU~· c:o:m1~1« or pm-fo:utar1~ ur1,wnt n~~'igumcntst drns
dimiMthli::: tbii, llN"d ii',1r iht law ftrm dhmt t◊ ~1rnln h1» on-n l>tnfr n>S(N:trt(•~.

-.

Combh\l.~:-; \":k¾.'.tr-0tlk ~c:,u'dtl~i ~ifh. n-\'.l~css,n-y nJ.\•1>iHi inv1!':i.Hgrititms., when: >H~ti.':~'i,;,!t~'>
l~crfonu.>t al suhM:rntiaUy fo~H.•1· O\ft•a:U ci:~1 for !~l'~t~ inwtititati(l,U!ii d~an do~s drnhn~ finn'iin-.fmu":1-'t~ ~:lt•ctrnok llbrttry.

25
Pl\ t i!6t:t:.d t11 l Cu l1i:en:in1

eo11fide11tiel
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b6

From:
Si:)nt:
To:

b7C

C<:

Bee:
Su:t-Jed; [No Subject}

G;_m,,'Y jo.~t (:on!lnned. green Hght (rn Trump:-)))

CA C;i.mhrtdge Auulytk-a

The News Corp. Bulktingi Suite 2703\
l2l l Ave1mc of the Americas,
New Y~Hit, NY l0036
Phone: ,t-1
892~959 l

lfymt .ire tt◊f me fotendt,"d r<!dpiertt or have
the icndtr imincdfatclv tmd dektc this ttmtit Anv

nf the 111atcrfaJ in this email is: strictly forbidden,
in thig (~nmil Hrt: soldy those of the nuthoramJ

FhiaHy, the rcdpicnt slmu.ld drc<:k d1is :emtllt
ifability fbr any

eoafideatiftl
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i /-\

Y'/'f)

---------------------------------------.....
On Jun 12, 2016,

./

StevrJ Barmor,___ _ _ _ _ _....1on bt:>hatf of Steve Bannon

From;
Sent:
To;
""-"-""'- Cc:
Subject:

~ 2o·rn 02:01 PM

b6
b7C

~cdHillaryC=:J

at

2·00 PM,.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _J.vrotc:

Hi Steve,

b6
b7A
i
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

\Vhen you are in the UK in the next fl:ntn!ght, l think that \.ve should ml~~t \Vithl

I

I

I

'----~

land l thlnk that his input could be very

valuable for the Super PAC

lfyou agree, \Ve \\lill try and connect with hirn,
(please remind me when y\lu wlil be in London)

□

b6
b7C

CA Cnmbrklgc Analytica
The News Corp. Building~ Suite 2703
12! l A.venue of the Arnericas
New Ym:k. NY !0036
Phone· t l (M6) 892--959 l

l Wales Alley, Old Town
AlcxMdria, VA 22:! 14
Phrme: +l (703) 997-1812
55 New Oxford Stn,et

London, WC I A l BS
Phone: hl4 (0)20 3'828 7519

http:/!cmnU,.Qdg:eanalytka,org

FBl(19cvlh8}-349
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From:
Sent:

To:

ISun llli2i2M d2:00 PM (GMT-04:00)

b6
b7C

Steve Bannon

Cc:
Bi:x;.:

Subject: Defeat Crooked Hillary l As,aoge

b6

lfyoo
(piease

\Ve 1,viH try and ci:mntct \Vith hint

b7A
b7B per
b7C

me when you 1,vill he ht L(ntdon)

□

b6
b7C

CA Cambridge Aimlytica
The News Corp. Building. Suite 2703
121 l Avenue of the Amcrk:as
New York, NY 10036
Phone: +l (646) 892-9591

I \Vi}les Affcy, Old T<mm
Alc;q1ndria, VA 22314
.Phone: +1 (7(13) '197-1812

55 New Ox!brd Street
London, WCl A IBS
Phone: +44 (0)20 3828 7529
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.·,,,,,r·,
Fn:m):
To:

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
.
b7C

Stew:i BannonJ

Cc:
Bee;
Subjact:
Oat(,:

Data Guy in Trump Towt,r
Thu Jan 07 2016 21:15:04 EST

AHachm,mts:

Sent from rny Bh1ckBerry 1O srnaripflone.

;
FBI( 19cv1;i78)·351

'
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,mrnm•••m

,~.',~'~""-'".~"

,.'.'',,,•·

b6

Frnrn:
To:

b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Subject
Fd Aug 26 2016 13:18:53 EDT

Date:

Attachrr':ont$·

-----------

Have :sorne ideas

fBl(19cv1278)-357
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From:

b6

To:

b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

Subject:

The Debate

Date:
AH<lchrnents:

Tllo Aug 30 2016 1G:02'37 E'DT

A'f. you \Ve-!! krnw.r fwrn an my op-{~dt> (:::;nint~ of \'A1lch ran in Breitb~1t) and :lil:tra~gy piec~,;. l hHve been
labouring non stop for the Trump oamp(}ign ,,_ even though I am <.11! the way over here in Oxforcl.P:ler1st1
h~t rne know ir you ni:~ed anything 1:::ls.\~ or if l ('":!.n be i:)t h,rlt1sr seNiq~.
I am back ,n lhe US •paakin~ in Boston, Mmylm,d, and LA in mio-OctobeL to conseM>tiv,, an<l

business audiences and will kee.:p ptoggmg.

t have been in t'tmttant touGh with Hw carnpaign,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.

:~A
b7B per !)OJ/OIi'
b7C

I have a devi._1.r idea for you and Donald for the first d~:bate I WHnted to pat'iS along. f know )'t)U t:JJ(:.: in the
preparalioo stage and hopsfuUy will let hirn bt~ 1·1lmi;elf1 auti1entle :and not overly scripted, Loeve tha:t to

his. in\l!'.'!pt opponent
Hern is the idea:

!n his opening n~n1arkt; St:t.'.lne ()hP., in other words-Mhand HHhcny a. VVrit of tnd1ctrnent Have it tyr,n~d nut
and actuuUy hiiilnd it physically to her.
VVtrnt ls tNDICTMENT?
l\ written ~i,::cusatlon of onn nr n1ore persnns of a crhne or misdemeanour, presentetl to, snd prnfern~d
up1:m oath or affirrnsholl. by a 9rand jury l~gally convoked. Say U1i$ and then add, this lnd!clment 1~ on
behalf of all Hw J\rn(~rk:an wsople sln(.,-e our Justice O-epartrmmt w,il not indict you du(l to crony politica. I
prest!'nt H to you formally here tonight and serve yoo on behalf of All the Ame.riGan peopte for you
undeniable crimes aga.ifutt Anterica, destrnctir)n of ev1dence in the form of emali-£:\ and theft <.)f funds to
your own personal b"'J'leftt and enrk:hrnenL

FBI{19cv1278)-358
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b6
b?C
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b6
b7A
b7B per
b7C

From:

To:
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b6

To:
From:
Sent:

b7C

2016-00-21 T07 :;,1:,J()-0$:(li)
tmporo.mce:
Norm.at

Subject

Fwd: Wil<ileaks

Received:

2016-09-<?1T07:5·1 :32-05:00

Sent from rny iPhonc

Begin fonvtm:led m.t;.';ss-age:

b6
b7C

Subjt,ct: Wikileaks
Guys l got a weird '1\,itt,,i· DM from wikikaks. Stt below. l tned !irn password
and it works and the about sci;;tion they refcrenct.:: contain:,- the next pie in terms nf
who is behind ft Not sure if this is anvthin!i twt it seems like it's n;.:1lh· wikik:ak::,
asking n,c as l foHnw them and it is a·DM.~l)o you ktH)W the pcnple t{h:ndonc<l
and whal th~- conspiracy they iirt~ looklng for could be? 'fhcse arc _just screen sht)tS
but it1s ,1 fhlly built out page daiming 10 he a PAC let n1c know your thoughts and

if\ve \Vant to look into it.

D

This mcs:sage i:s a PRIVATE conmmni~tion. Thb message and ail uttachments are a
private cnmmunication and rnay b<.~ confidential and/or legally privileged. ff you

are not the inH.mdcd r<.~dpient, you arc hereby notified that any d1s,:losure.
copying~ distribution or u;;c of the lnfonnation contahK~d in or attached to this
message is .strictly prnhihited. Pka.-.e no1ify th~ sender nf the ddivery en11r by
replying to this message, and then dcktc it from y{Rll' system,, Thank you.

~
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!:m: I~~;: 1~~21\:~t~~,------..J

b6
b7C

201tHm<28T06::ii25-05:00
lmportam~:
Norm:;;!
Sent:

Subject

Re' rnqvest ff:r,)m thr~ rt

;:0·1 G"09-2B roe :31 ;24"os:oo

R{~c-~ived:

L--,-=..,,,.,,.,..,,.......,,,..,

b6
b7C

From: Stevi;;< Bannon
o~te; V\te-dm:-sday, Septernber nt ?JHG .at 7::t&AM

To; f-.,1ichat:!I Cohtm,.__,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __._ __,

Cc: j{z~Jlyannf.' C-ot11,;v;:1

Jan~d

Scn;r('.i acktH>Wkdi.\(; !hat tiK'.rc hat< ncvi.:.:r been a rdactinm•hip b:.:t\V<:-tn lum tlnd !lw
bn:-,;~. Heir
..
an,' hogu:,: and sh,rnid he -d.dnmkfi.L

Sent from my iPhonc
\1klrnd D, Coh1..Tt
Executive Vice ?rt:c:,dent an,J
Counsel to
.L Trump
Fjflh Av..:nu~
N1.~\v York. 'Nt':\V Y( 1'k 10022
b6
b7C

FYL
-·~~ .. FrH'\Vardcd 1nt.~ssazti.,~ ··- ~-~ ,~- ~

Milli:mj
?O l 6 ;:it 9:35 Prv1
~UbJt;.Ct' Re, fCtj\H..~St ff'Offi
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b6
b7C

s

b6
b7C

1 ;;~t\\' yrni z~n!kd nh.:, I'rn
1-\_)f s"imc n. ~~~on ov,.:r
J dcty.,;;_
Hc:s!

l\)ftinJ;,;.

$crgd
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On 22 S.:ptt:mbi:.-r 20l6ri~ 03:1~,

I

b6
b7C

~vrnk:

Catlu:.:dn('.,
For the n.~c.'.ord, all t)f tht} oplni-nns and
fXpr<.;.;>-5t~d hdO\\·
rny pcrs\Jmtl vi(:\VS and not d1h:inl \"!1-'.\I,';-- ofthc Ch.arnher of
Conimenx:~ or any of ils m~rntH.:r.s, riirnts i.)r spnnsors.

~H\~

Ha~ tfK'rc {wen .a slnwdov.'n in bustncs~, dt;"ais bi:t'<Vc-cn Ru:~sia imd th<?. US in !he
,vakti tJf simeti{1ns and the mandi,~ff OY<ff Ukrain<.:. or n:rf; in
1.k,1h,;
no\v that tlwrt.: may be a charn~._,;
Trump

~1 mnrc pru•·Ri1~sirm stanrc?

\Vh;.n 1s tht~ rnic ofth,;:~ Russian Ant~ric.an Ctuunbt-r off'onm1et\;e

fost~riitg_

b('.tttr ties?

Th~ Rt,ssh'm An:H.:rii...'D.n Chamber ufCnnm1,~rt:e ln the
i~ <.me of the rm.tin
.in d11..: 1JSA th<H. n;-::-:ist,;- U.S . .:.:o.mpanks
CfS market; r~rnry, \\\::
fnc.u:-: on
21s.sL~tHrh:c to U.S. inarn.ifa.ctur...;rs
~xport<.TS., \Ve hosted fiyc
ExfH.lrt tn Russia Forurn.-:: \\'Hh assis.tancc frmn U.S, (\Hnrncrc1~)l
Srrvict.: in dKi Unittd States, Tht Chtln~btr
inform,nlon,
ad"1.·k1.:.
and

nwinbi:.r.;;

export. dbtribt1t\.on

chrmnd:-:,, and nth,~r folTtt~ of
dt~V<..~lopmem. in Ru-;ida
and the CIS cuumri~;-;;. The Ch~m~b.:,\r may .also as~b!s LLS
nl(~rnbe.t'-' in
legal .:1th.'it,~- 1r~m:'-.lattons,
c.1_;rti n,:atirms1
infnnm.nkm., offi.c~
.and offcrB- a l'.Ultt1ra! prngrarn in the ClS, Thr
cm'lpCrMl<)n for l.l,S, members \Vith Arnc:rkan n,,.,,.,,,.,,.;,,.,,

a!n:ndy
Governm~nt.

in Rm:-Hia .and CIS -.·ountrk·s. the
Rtgirinal Adrnini:::.trn\ion:-, V.S.

Co-n.:,;ufat<::; in Rus...~ia, CJrnrnb~r:-;: of Ct,n-u-n~rc\.i m Ru~,da., ant}
c.-orpor.wt k~t.drr;;. frnrn ClB ,'otm.trks

b~.:HLI$<.: uf otd cnm1i.:'\~tions,
:t fov<)fabk hu3.illt:ss c!tnwt0 huih
' first H.:rrn the \Vhite How:..c
.
to n:sel thr rcbtionship \\ iih the
R11~slan~). l 1..~stirnate thc;-r._,~ .an.~ curn: ni:ly nH)n: th;,1n 10,00U
naH and rncdium
bw,)n1~,I~es busfrh~,:,e,> in rnn- t\VsJ
crnploying up to 3 rnHlion pcGpk:_
0
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From.: };)red i<q:iirrn·r

S;,nt:
'f-o:
S\.lbj(ttt:

N"""'"'"""b-c-1'"' '",,""1."0""1,'"'.,"",,"":3"9""'2"': n"'P"'~"",1- - - ~
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rw: ::i{~Ct.ffing 1he Victnrv

b6
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From~ P~u-1! M:an~~fort'------------'
Date; Satun:.iiy, N<)vemb{:r !~, 20J6 at 11:36 Af\t1

"""'". To: Jart:•d~----,----------~
Subject Sfa{:Uring the Vtctory
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Wod ,J/20/2◊-til 8:21 PM {GMT,04:00)

To:
Cc:

S!eye Bannon

b7A
b7B per

b7C

Bee:
$ubj¢Ct: He-: Cambridge AnalyUca

Ir!LJ
A pleastire)torneet you, ls tharo

);I

be$t firne to cal! you tomorrow pfcaoo?

Sent from my iPhoo.e
> On 20 Apr20Ht at 20:00, Stsvo 8anmm,__ _ _ _ __,wrote:
>
.__ _ _ _ _ _ _.,,he company

cu11nue11tlal - eo11fide11tiat T,eahnettt R:equeafed
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Sent ~V(ldo,\)41201~ 8:13AM (GMT-04:00)
To:
Sleve Bannon
Cc:
Bco:
Subloc\: [No SubJoi,~

b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

TEXT RECEIVED F R O ~

1knc,)wr--7,,,cH * he is~ total pretender!
\Ve w o ~ v c r y nna pilot program in Virginia with Mm in 2013
,m t:(mt1t..'Ct with hfrn dir~ctly,

0
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US Cell~
UKCcll

CA -Cambridge Analytic-a
The. News Corp. BnHding, Suite 2703~
1211 Av1Jnue of the. Americas.
New Yofk1 NY t-0036

Pbonc: + 1 (646) 892-959!
l Wales Alley, Old Town,
Alexandria, VA 22314
Plmnc: +1 (703)997-1812

1~<> Yarmouth Placct Mayfair,
Lond011. \l/lJ 7BU Unlh."O Kingdmn
l'lmne : +.(.\(0)207 9J!l :l:,00

~~,r~.&nm:bri~,»;m.t».b'.!u.PJJ:.

eo11fldeutln!

se loo2ee13

Elonfidrn!ittl 1'iee11nent Re~ueoted
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'Hiis cmv.H is: s.:onfkknt.iut and rmiy he privileged. 1fyou nro not the intended tcdpknt t:t!' have
received this email in error, please notify the scnd1;;r innnt'tlfati.::ly and ddeti,:: this cmaiL Any
tmimthorb;~d copyfog, <lisdm.mre r;ff distribution of the material in th.1£ cm.ail is strictly fhrbidden,
Pleage note that a.ny view'~ <lr oplnku1~ prcscnt(..":\i in this: email arc Bnlciy the.~"C of the ~uthor and
do nm necessarily reprcs<:nt those t1fl11c. com_ptmy. Finally, the recipient ~famld check tbLs cmaH
and any attachments for the prc;,;encc of vini.;;cs. The company uc-t:cpt:> 11u Hahi!ity for any
dam;1ge i:~;m.scd by any viru"' trau$mittc-d hy this em.alt
Pkas.c consider the cnvinmmcm before printing this cHna.il

eoufidw!iol
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

09/06/2018

Date of entry

(U) MICHAEL DEAL COHEN (COHEN), date of birth._!_ _ _ _ _..,
interviewed
in the Special Counsel's Office 1 located at 395 E Street SE, Washington,
DC. COHEN was accompanied by his attorneys, Guy Petrilo, Amy Lester, and

Pilmar, from the law offices

Petrilo Klein

&

b6
b7C

Boxer LLP, 655

Third Avenue, New York, NY. Participating in the interview were FBI
Special Agent (SA)
SA
Intelligence Analyst (IA),__ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___, Forensic Acccuntant
J
Senior Assistant Special Counsel
Jeannie S. Rhee,
Andrew D. Goldstein 1 and Assistant Special Counsel L. Rush Atkinson.

I

Pursuant to signing a proffer agreement and after being advised

the

identity of the interviewing agents, COHEN provided the following
information:
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

tu,,.-cstigationon
File#

by

08/07/2018

at

Washington, District

Columbia, United States

I

Datcdmficd

08/08/2018

._I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. . __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

b6
b7C
b7E

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents are not
to be distributed ou1sidc youragcucy.
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of

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I

l

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

~:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_b:5-Pe_Jrro"
b5 Per DOJ/OIF

I
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ContinuationofFD-302of {U)

Interview of Michael

,On

08/07/2018

,Page _3_ _ __

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OI!'

I

-5 Per DOJ/OII?

b6
b7A
b7C
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ContinumionofFD•302of \U}

Interview of Michael Cohen

,On

08/07/2018

, Page

4 of

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

- - - - - - , - - - - - - - ~ T R U M P JDNIOR said to TRUMP that
was setting
a meeting in
to get
on HILLARY CLINTON. (COHEN did not recall
whether TRUMP JUNIOR said "Clinton" or "Hillary.") ,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _J
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ConttnuationofFD-JOlof ...c...__
rn_t_e_r_v_i_e_w_o_f_M_ic_h_a_e_l_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,On

08/07/2018

.Page

of

..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_S_P_e__.l

=lo"

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

.____________________________b_S_P_er_.rO
(U) Regarding the timing of the meeting, COHEN thought it was prior to

i"M 1'"
l

'Plf ,, e -,,-,,,

,r

,.,-,Ii

"

'";I~;:"

------------------------------f,_C_O_H_E_N_r_e_v_i_e_w_e_d--J

1-_

calendar of June 2016 and estimated the conversation he witnessed
JUNIOR and TRUMP was Monday, ~rune 6, 2016,
between
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Continnatio11 ofFD~302 of _(_u_)_r,_,t_e_r_v_i_e_w_ _~_1i_·c_h_a_e_l_c_o_h_e_n_ _ _ _ _ _ _ , On

08/ 07 /2 Ol 8

. Page _6_o_f_ _

~r;, ,

.______I,----_ _ _ _ _ _----.J_"'

~·1=1,,,

======::::::::=::-::::::::=::-..==::::..::::::::=---===-1"'

,---.____I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

I

bS Per DOJ/OUI

I

b6

b7C
b7A
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ContimiationofFD~302of (U}

,On

Interview of

08/07/2018

,Page _7_o_f_ _

bS Per DOJ/OIP

II

b7A

11
bS Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

";::=~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::"=l---------bb;5-;.Pir DOJ/OIP

I

I

I

I

bG bS Per DOJ/OIP
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C
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ContinuationofFD·302of (U}

,On

Interview of

08/07/2016

_s_o_f__

,Pago

oS !?er DOJ/OIP

b6
b?A
b7B Per DOJ/on,
b7C

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

b6
b7A

b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

oS Per DOJ/OU!

b6
b7A

h7B Per DOJ/OIP
b?C

!COHEN

!TRUMP said

"oh nood

bbS Per DOJ /OIP
o7A
b7B Per DOJ /OI!?
b7C -

heard

7

alri-riht. il
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ContinuatiouofFD-302of (U}

Interview of Michael

,On

08/07/2018

,Page

of

r.:===================================~SSJP~e~r~DOJ/OIP

b6
b7A

11

b?B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

0 b5 Per DOJ/OIP
11
b?A
b?B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b?A
b 7B Per DOJ/ OIP
b7C

....,5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C
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ConHtmationofl:--U~302of \U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

.On

08/07/2018

.Page 10 of 22

o5 Per DOJ/OIP

,m~rII
b6

b7A

OJ/OIP

b7C

o5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

u5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

u5 Per DOJ/OU'

b6
b7A

:~~

II
Per r/OIP
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Interview of Michael Cohen

Co11Hnuatio11ofFD-J02of (U)

.On

08/07/2018

,Page

bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I

I

I

I

b6
b7C
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ContinuatlouofFO~'laOJof (U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

.On

08/07/2018

,Page _12_ _ _
2_2_

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
r------------------------L-----------~b5

Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

Ic:::=J

I

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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ContinuationofFD~302of

\Ul Interview of Michael Cohen.

.On

08/07/2018

.Pa1,->c 13 of

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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ContinuationofFD~J:02of \U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

,On

08/07/2018

, Page 14 of

b5 Per DOJ/OII?

I
b5 Per DOJ/O!P

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/O!P

b6
b7C
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ContinuationofFD-3-0lof (U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

.On

08/07/2016

, Page

15 of

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

i

I.._(U-)_C_O_H_E_N_d_i_d_n_o_t_h_a_v_e_d_i_s_c_u_s_s_i_o_n_s_w_i_t_h_t_·h_e_T_R_U_M_P_C_AM_P_A_I_G_N_·_a_b_o_u_t_T_T_M_.b_S_P_e_r..

ON/OH

,.....(_U~)_N_o_b_o_ct_v_f_r_o_m_t_h_e_c_a_m~1p_a_i~.q~n_a_s_k_e_d_C_O_H_E_N_h_o_w_T_T_M_1_,_a_s__
oo_i_n_o.~l_ _ _ _ _b_S_P_e-lr DOJ/OIP
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ContimmtionofFD~302of (U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

.On

08/07/2018

.Page _16_ _ __
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bS l?e,:: DOJ/OIP

bS l?er DOJ /OIP

I

b6

I

b7C

bS l?er DOJ /Oil?
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. _ _ _ _ I_

_

,.!~,,;:,

_____J°'

l::=======================::::::::==Uro<•
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

1-:oHEN knew he wb5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

Russian Olympic Weightlifter.I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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,On

Interview of

08/07/2018

,Pag,c 18 of 22

.-':.-_-:.-_-_-:_-_-_-:_-_-:_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-:_-_-_-_-_-:_-:_-_-_-:_-_-_-:_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-:_-_-_-_-_-:_-_-_-_-:_-_-_-_-_-:_-_-_-_-_-_-_-:_b-~5-__P..J•r =/OU
l,5 Per DOJ /OIF

l,6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

bS

Per DOJ/OIP

b7A

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

,=======================================================================lbS
b6

I

l,6
b7C

I

Per DOJ/OIP

b7A
b7B Per DOJ /OIP
b7C

l
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

b7A

b5 Per DOJ/OI!?
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b7C

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5

Per DOJ/OIP
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Cohen

Interview -of

,On

08/07/2018

,Page 20 of
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I

I
I

I
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b7C

I

5

Perl

DOJ/OIP

I
l

b6
b7C

I

I
I

I
b5 Per OOJ/OIP

b5 Per D

I

I

b6
b7C

01

I
I

I

I
I

I

Per DOJ/OIP
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Continuation offD-302 of _(_U_)_rn_t_e_r_v_i_e_w_ _M_,_·c_h_a_e_l_c_o_h_e_n_ _ _ _ _ _ _ . On

08/ 07/2018

.Page

b5 !?er DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

5 Per DOJ/OIP
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Interview of Michael Cohen

08/07/2018
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-t...5 Per DOJ/OIP
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bS Per DOJ/OIP
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I

I
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
b7C

I u_

.,,-Y'i,,>-(-K

I
I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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b7A
b7B Per DOJ/OIP
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bS Per DOJ/OIP
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....L=====================r b5
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U.S. Department of Justice

The 5)1edal Counsel's O.flice
nC2/J530

August 6, 2018

Guy Petrillo
Petrillo Klein & Boxer LLP
655 Third Ave.
22nd Floor
New York, NY 10017
Re;

Michael D. Cohen

Dear Counsel:
You have indicated that your client Michael D. Cohen (hereinalier "Client"), ls interested
in providing information to the government.
With respect to the meeting between the government, Client and yourself on August 7,
2018 (hereinafter "the meeting"), the government will be represented by individuals from the
Special Counsel's Office and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The terms of this letter do not
bind any office or component of the U.S. Department of Justice other than those identified in the
preceding sentence. The following terms and conditions apply to the meeting;
(I)
THIS IS NOT A COOPERATION AGREEMENT. Client has agreed to provide
information to the government, and to respond to questions truthfolly and completely. By receiving
Client's proffer, the government does not agree to make any motion on Client's behalf or to enter
into a cooperation agreement, plea agreement. immunity agreement or non- prosecution agreement
with Client. The government makes no representation about the likelihood that any such agreement
will be reached in connection with this meeting.
(2)
Should Client be pmsceuted, no statements made by Client during the meeting will
be used against Client in the government's case-in-chief al trial or for purposes of sentencing,
except as provided below.
(3)
The government may use any statement made or information provided by Client, or
on Client's behalf, in a prosecution for false statements, perjury, or obstruction of justice. premised
on statements or actions during the meeting. The government may also use any such statement or

information at sente11cing in suppoit of an argument that Client failed to provide truthful or
complete information during the meeting, and, accordingly; (a) that under the United States
Sentencing Guidelines, Client is not entitled to a downward adjustment for acceptance of

FBI{19cv1278)-501
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responsibility pursuant to Section 3E! .1, or should receive an upward adjustment for obstruction
of.justice pursuant to Section JC!. l; and (b)that Client's conduct at the meeting is a relevant fac!or
under 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a).

(4) The government may make derivative use of any statements made or other information
provided by Client during the meeting. Therefore, the government may pursue
investigative
may use the
leads obtained directly or indirectly from such statements and information
evidence or information subsequently obtained therefrom against Client in any manner and in any
proceeding.
(5) In any proceeding, including sentencing, the government may use Client's statements
and any infonnation provided by Client during or in connection with the meeting to cross, examine
Client, to rebut any evidence or arguments offered on Client's behait: or to address any issues or
questions raised by a court on its own initiative.
(6) Neither this agreement nor the meeting constitutes a plea discussion or an attempt to
initiate plea discussions. In the event this agreement or the meeting is later construed to constitute
a plea discussion or an attempt to initiate plea discussions, Client knowingly and voluntarily
waives any right Client might have under Fed. R. Evid. 410, Fed. R. Crim. P. 11 (t), or otherwise,
to prohibit the use against Client of statements made or information provided during the meeting,
(7) The government reserves the right to argue that neither this agreement nor the meeting
constitutes the timely provision of complete information to the government concerning Client's
involvement in an offense, within the meaning of Section 3El.l(b) of the Sentencing Guidelines.
(8) lfand when required to do so by a court, the government may disclose to the Probation

Otlke 01· the court any statements and information provided by Client during the meeting.
(9) The government may disclose the fact of the meeting or the information provided by
Client during the meeting to the extent the government determines in its sole discretion that
disclosure would be in furtherance of its discharge of its duties and responsibilities or is otherwise
required by law. Such disclosure includes disclosure to a local, state, federal, or foreign
government ofi1ce or agency, including but not limited to another prosecutor's office, if the
recipient of the information agrees to abide by the relevant terms of this agreement.
( l 0) The tenns and conditions set forth in this agreement extend, if applicable, to the
continuation of the meeting on the dates that appear below.
(1 l) It is understood that this agreement is limited to the statements made by Client at the
meeting and does not apply to any oral, written or recorded statements made by Client at any other
time.
(12) This documC11t embodies the entirety of the agreement between the government and
Client to provide information and evidence. No other promises, agreements or understandings
exist between Client and the government regarding Client's provision of information or evidence
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to the government.

(13) Client and Client's attorney acknowledge that they have read, folly discussed and
understand every paragraph and clause in this document and the consequences thereof.

ROBERT S. MUELLER, !l1
Special

By:
Assistant Special Counsel
The Special Counsel's Office

Guy Petrillo
Attorney for Client

Dates of Continuation

Initials of counsel, Client and government attorney
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535
Janaury 2, 2020
MR. JASON LEOPOLD
BUZZFEED NEWS
7TH FLOOR
1630 CONNECTICUT AVENUE NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20009
FOIPA Request No.: 1432673-000
Civil Action No.: 19-cv-01278
Subject: All 302's of individuals who were
questioned/interviewed by FBI Agents working for the
Office of Special Counsel Robert Mueller
Dear Mr. Leopold:
The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5,
United States Code, Section 5521552a. Below you will find checked boxes under applicable statutes for the
exemptions asserted to protect information exempt from disclosure. The appropriate exemptions are noted on the
processed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was inserted to indicate
where pages were withheld entirely pursuant to applicable exemptions. An Explanation of Exemptions is enclosed to
further explain justification for withheld information.
Section 552
r,7(b)(1)
(b)(2)

f.7

(b)(3)

P' (b)(7)(A)
r,;; (b)(7)(B)
f.7 (b)(7)(C)

Section 552a
(d)(5)
U)(2)

(k)(1)

Federal Rules of

J;7(b)(7)(D)

(k)(2)

Criminal Procedure 6(e)

f.7 (b)(7)(E)
r,;; (b)(7)(F)

(k)(3)

(b)(4)

(b)(8)

(k)(5)

f.l (b)(5)

(b)(9)

(k)(6)

50 U.S.C § 3024(i)

P'
f.7

(k)(4)

(k)(7)

(b)(6)

430 pages were reviewed and 349 pages are being released.

P'

Deletions were made by the Department of Justice/Office of Information Policy. To appeal those
denials, please write directly to that agency.

Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request and the enclosed FBI
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.

P

Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other
Government Agency (ies) [OGA].

P
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Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your
request. "Part 1" of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. "Part 2" includes
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals. "Part 3" includes general
information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions.
Although your request is in litigation, we are required by law to provide you the following information:
You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, Sixth Floor, 441 G Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20001, or you may submit an appeal
through OIP's FOIA on line portal by creating an account on the following website:
https://www.foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/actionlpubliclhome. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit your
appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal."
Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.
You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services
(OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at
ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769. Alternatively,
you may contact the FBl's FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute
resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state "Dispute Resolution Services." Please
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.
Please direct any further inquiries about this case to the Attorney representing the Government in this
matter. Please use the FOIPA Request Number and/or Civil Action Number in all correspondence or inquiries
concerning your request.

P'

See additional information which follows.

Sincerely,

~

David M. Hardy
Section Chief
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Information Management Division

Enclosures
Additional Information:
In response to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, enclosed is a processed copy of
Bates Stamped documents, FBI (19-cv-1278)-1010 through FBI (19-cv-1278)-1439. The enclosed documents
represent the third interim release of information responsive to your request. To minimize costs to both you and the
FBI, duplicate copies of the same document were not processed.

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

576
FBI FOIPAAddendum
As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum
includes information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all
requests. Part 2 includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals. Part 3 includes
general information about FBI records. For questions regarding Parts 1, 2, or 3, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under
"Contact Us." Previously mentioned appeal and dispute resolution services are also available at the web address.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:
(i)

5 U.S.C. § 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010)]. FBI responses are limited to those records
subject to the requirements of the FOIA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the
www.fbi.gov/foia website.

(ii)

National Security/Intelligence Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of national security and
foreign intelligence records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b )( 1), (b)(3), and PA exemption 0)(2) as applicable to requests
for records about individuals [5 U.S.C. §§ 5521552a (b)(1 ), (b)(3), and (j)(2); 50 U.S.C § 3024(i)(1 )]. The mere
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FO!A exemption
(b )(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b )(3) [50 USC§
3024(i)( 1 )]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that national security or foreign intelligence
records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:
(i)

Requests for Records about any Individual-Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of
any individual's name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(?)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§
5521552a (b)(?)(E), (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or
do not exist.

(ii)

Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FB1 can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 5521552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].
Thls is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Part 3: General Information:
(i)

Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by
searching those systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found. A reasonable search
normally consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records
consisting of applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled and maintained by
the FBI in the course of fulfilling !aw enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI
organization and encompasses the records of FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ), FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attache Offices
(Legats) worldwide and includes Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records. For additional information about our record
searches visit vvww. fbi. gov/services/information-manaqement/foipa/reg uesting-fbi-records.

(ii)

FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on
every person, subject, or entity.

(iii)

Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks - often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheets< These criminal
history records are not the same as material in an Investigative "FBI file." An Identity History Summary Check is a
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal
employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History
Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at \NWW.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ldentity-history-summary-checks.
Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact
CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.

(iv)

JA

The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to
name check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and
domestic threats to national security. Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies. Private
citizens cannot request a name check.

The National Name Check Program (NNCP).
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552
(bXI)

(A) ,,:pecifil:ally authorized under criteria establisl1ed by an Executive onler to be kept secret in lhe intc-rest of national defense or foreign

polic;f and (B) are in fact proix=rly classified to such Executive order;
(b )(2)

related solely to the internal perso1mcl rules and practices of an agency;

(b )(3)

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires thatthc rnattcrn
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for ,vithholdi:ng or refers
to particular types of matters lo be \Vithhckt

(b)(4)

trade secrets and commercial or financial infonnation obtained from a person and prl\'ileg.ed or confidential:

(b)(5)

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandmns or letters \vhich v,uuld not be available by lmv to a party other than an agency in litigation \Vith
the agency:

(b)(6)

pc'ISom1d and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly un\vammted invasion of personal privacy:

(b)(7)

records or information compiled for lmv enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such lmv enforcement records or
information ( A ) could reasonably he expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair
trial or an impartial a4judication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an um.varranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D) could
reasonably be e:-qx~ctcd to disclose U1e identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private
institution \Vhich furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or infonnation compiled hy a criminal law
c1lforccnK11t authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful nationaJ security intelligence
investigation, infonnation fumishe<l by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or ,:vould disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such <lisclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circmnvention of the lmY, or ( F ) could reasonably he expected to c11dangcr the life or physical safety of any
individual:

(b)(8)

contained in or related to examination, opt:,,-rating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of finw1cial institutions: or

(b)(9)

geological and geophysical infonnation and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a

(d)(S)

infonnation compiled in reasonable m1ticipation of a civil action procee<lll1g~

(j)(2)

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

(k)(1)

infonnation which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy_
for example, in.fonnation involving iutclligence sources or methods:

(k)(2)

investigato:ry material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminaL ,vhich <lid not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege
under Federal programs, or \\-'hich \vould identif)' a source who flm1ished infonnation pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be
held in confidence:

(k)(3)

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President oflhe United States or any other individual pursuant to
the authority of Title 18, (Jnitcd States Code, Section 3056;

(k)(4)

required by statute to be maintained and used solc1y as statistical records;

(k)(5)

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of detennining suitability_ eligibility_ or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which \Vould reveal the itk·ntity of the person who furnished
infomiation pursuant to a promise that his/her idt.'tltity would be held in confidence;

(k)(6)

testing or examination mate1ial used to detennine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion ll1 Federal Government service the
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

(kX7)

material used to detern1ine potential for promotion in the anned services, the disclosure of\vhich ·would reveal the identity ofU1e person who
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that hist11er identity would he held in confidence.

FIJI/DOJ
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

07/23/2018

Dale ofcntry

Rick Dearborn was interviewed at 39.5 E. Street SW, Washin;1ton, D.C.,

the

Special Counselrs office, in the presence of his attorneyj
from the law firm Berliner Corcoran & Rowe LLP., and ===~~:::::::::::,.,.ja_n_d_~
=I

interns from Berliner Corcoran & Rowe LLP.

b6
b7C

Participating in

the interview were FBro=-I..;;;.Spi;.;;,e.;;c.;;i.;;a.;;1...;;;A;;;iq.;;e.;.;n;,;;t'-'j----..,....------~1 FBI
Intelligence Analystl
j Senior Counselor to
Special Counsel James L. Quarles III, and Senior Assistant Special
Andrew Goldstein. Dearborn was advised it is a crime to lie to the
the course of an investigation and he acknowledged he understood.

the
Counsel

FBI in
After

being advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and the purpose of
the interivew, Dearborn provided the following information:
bS Per OOJ /O!l?

I
Relationship with Corey Lewandowski:

b5

Per OOJ/OIP

I

t----.,._-~--~-~~~---~~~---~-~---~---~~-~b-5___.Pir
!Dearborn described Lewandowski as a "comfort to the President,

DOJ/OIP

11

~a_p_p_r_e_c~1-a~t_e_d,...,.b-y'"""T~r-u_m_p-.---------------~lwhose loyalty was
bS Per DOJ /Oil?

lmcslig,illonon

06/20/2018

,11

Washingtonr District Of Columbia 1 United States

(In Person)

Fl!c;:."_::======~==============::,------omcdrnncd 06/24/2018

b6
b?C
b7E

FBI(l 9cv1278)-1010
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ContinuauonofFD<iao2or (U)

Interview of Rick Dearborn

.On

06/20/2018

.Page

2 of 5

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ /OIJ?

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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Request from Lewandowski regarding AG Sessions:
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Dearborn saw Lewandowski..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.outside the Oval Office anhS Per DOJ/OIP
Lewandowski said words to the effect of, lll want you to talk to the
Attorney General about something." Lewandowski handed Dearborn a typed
piece of paper.

Dearborn no longer had the pape~

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

L.,,.---~----~~------~~~.,,I

It "definitely raised an eyebrow
for Dearborn. He did not want to think further about doing anything with
it or where the message came from.

11

~----~being asked to serve as a messenger. It made Dearborn
uncomfortable.
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

_,_,J

Dearborn did not recall whether Lewandowski said the message on the paper
came from Trump. j
bS Per DOJ/OIP

~ = - : . . i . . . _ _ __

_

_
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Dearborn told Lewandowski words to the effect that he "took care of it,"
or 11 handled it, 11 even though heh.ad done nothing with the message.

Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per OOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
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bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

bS Per DOJ /OIP

I
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Date of cnlry

11/02/2018

Paul J. Manafort, date of birth~!-----~ was interviewed at the Special
Counsel's Office, located at 395 E Street SE, Washington, D,_.- - - - ,
C.
Participating in the interview were Special Agent (SA} j

I

b6
b7C

SA._,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __, Senior Assistant Special Counsel
(SASC) Jeannie S. Rhee, SASC Andrew Weissman, SASC Andrew Goldstein, and
Assistant Special Counsel Aaron Zelinsky. Manafort was accompanied by his
attorneys, Richard Westling and Thomas Zehnle. After being advised of the
identities of the interviewing agents and the nature of the interview,
Manafort provided the following information:
b6
b7A
DOJ/OIP

Toward the end of September or beginning of October 2016,
b~Al
b?B per DOJ/OIP
b?C

Mana.fort was familiar with the statement Assange made on October 3 1 2016,
but he did not independently remember it. He may have discussed it with
but he was not sub 6

I

I

b?A
~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ b 7 B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

lmcslig;i!lonon

10/01/2013

at

Washington, District Of Columbia, United State.s

(In Personi

Datcdrnflcd

10/05/2018

File#-

b6
b7A

b7C
b7E

b; ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - This docmncm contains nci1hcr rccommcndauons nor conch1sto1w of the FBI. his the propc-n~ of the FBI and is lonncd 10 ~our agcnc'.1-: it and its comcms MC not
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,------------------------------------~b6

b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
,..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _jb7C

b6
b7A

I

b7B per DOJ/OIP
,..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,b7C

DOJ/OIP

DOJ/Oil?

Manafort did not reca11,_,_,_---,--.....,...---' the release of Podesta emailsb 6
7
the Billy Bush/Access Hollywood release of information. He did not recbb A
7 B per DOJ/Oil?
,___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,Podesta release to happen in order to blunt thb?C
impact of the Billy Bush tape. They talked about the impact of both, but
not a causal connection.
Manafort did not know, but thought,..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _,,

the Podesta emails and the Billy Bush tape. Manafort would have been

6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/Cil?

b7C
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Manafort s a i d . ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ t h e Eliot Spitzer

bU

scandal, and the way he talked about the Podesta emails was different.b?A

I

I the hookers in the Spitzer case to b7B per DOJ/OIP
lb7C

public. I

I
I before Soitzer was Attornev General. Manafort recalled the time

I
b7A
b6

;

..____________________________________:_;_~~•- ,w;o,,

b7A
b6

I

. ____________________________________:_~-~~per

OOJ/OIP

Manafort was not sure if his memory of the Russia/Uranium One deal was
from the Podesta emails or from the Clinton Cash book.
b6

b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
'------------------------------------b7C

..~_1a_n_a_f_o_r_t_d_i_d_n_o_t_r_e_c_a_l_l_c_o_n_v_e_r_s_a_t_i_·o_n_s_w_i_·t_h_.,_ _ _ _ _ _r-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6
' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' Manafort was ob7A
of the country a lot post-election and did not recall speaking withLi:7B per DOJ/OIP
on any of his trips.
?C

Manafort recalled s eakin

to

after the dossier came out at a dinner

with
at
The P~a_l_m___M_a_n_a_f_o_r_t_t_h_o_u_g_h_t_t_h_e_d_o_s_s_i_e_r_w_a_s_o_u_t_r_a_g_e_o_u_s_a_s_t_h_e_d_r_i_,-_e_r__-o-f~the

investigation. At the dinner, someone brought up,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,
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~---------------------------------~b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
'-------------------------------------'b7C

I

'-------------------------------------:b6
~-----------------------------------b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIF
b7C

7

:;:r
b6

b7A

DOJ/OIP

b7A

b6 i

'-------------------------------------:-~-~-p~•" =t,,.
b6 :

b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

'----------------------------------------'
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b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP

b7C

, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - " " 7 B per DOJ/OIP

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP

b7C
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Manafort also recalled there was a distinction

~b_e_t-.w-~--e-n_t_h_e_m_e_d_i_·a--s-to_I___
y~and what he himself believed.

b6

~----------------------------------'"h7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
Manafort and CJ have not talked since June 2018.
b7C
Congressional and Special Counsel Investigations:

Manafort probably first learned the campaign was being investigated around
the time the dossier came out. Manafort was first aware of Congressional
interested in him in February or March 2017. He hired counsel in February
2017, because he assumed it would come up.
No one from the administration reached out to Manafort and Manafort did
not contact the administration. No one at the White House offered any
guidance on counsel Manafort should retain. Rick Gates was the only one
related to the campaign or the administration that reached out to Manafort.
Between Narch 20, 2017 (the date then-FBI Dlrector Corney testified about
the existence of an investigation on Russian interference in the election
and the campaign 1 s links to the interference) and May 9, 2017 (the day
Corney was fired), Manafort deliberately did not have any contact with
anyone related to the campaign. He had no indirect or direct contact with
anyone associated with the campaign. He was on a separate track and had
built a wall between himself and them. Manafort had his own counsel and
did not reach out to anyone. Gates may have been talking to people in the
campaign 1 but Manafort did not.
Mana.fort purposely did not talk to Tom Barrack. Barrack was very risk
averse. He did speak to
but
was not part of the
administration.

I

I D

b6

b7A
b7C

Mana.fort recalled he discussed Corney's July 2016 press conference about
Clinton with Trump, Reince Priebus, and Jared Kushner. He recalled that
Trump said it was totally inappropriate for Corney to announce the position
of the Department of Justice and that Corney was operating way outside of
his space. Trump said it was a rigged system and signaled the
politicization of the Department of Justice. They talked about how to use
it in their campaign, saying that the fix was in between Loretta Lynch and
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the Clintons.
It happened before the Republican National Convention, and
Manafort remembered they considered how to use it in the convention. He
talked to a lot of people about it around then.

The focus on Corney was that the Department of Justice should not have let
him make a statement, and the FBI should not have done it alone, as if it
was Corney's decision alone. Trump called it a rigged system based on the
fact that the Department of Justice and the White House let Corney make the

statement~
Trump talked to Manafort about the propriety of publicly discussing the
investigation and thought everything about it was unusual. Trump mentioned
the way Clinton was interviewed and the fact that her aides were granted
imrnuni ty and were allowed in the room during her interview.

Among those that advised Trump about what was appropriate or inappropriate
were a number of people with prosecutorial experience, like Rudy Giuliani_,
Chris Christie, Donald McGahn, and Jeff Sessions. Everyone had the same
message about it and it was Manafortfs job to figure out what to do about
it.

Manafort truly believed the system was rigged. The fix was in and the
Clinton investigation's outcome was predetermined. It surprised everyone
when Corney sent a follow u_p letter after his initial press conference.
Mana.fort was gone by then, but counseled everyone to be careful in case it
was a "wolf in sheepls clothing.n He advised the campaign to use it but
not to get too caught up in it or let it become the close of the campaign.
Manafort thought he relayed his message through Kushner, Gates, and maybe
Stephen Miller. He did not speak directly to Trump about it.
When the second letter came out~ they were focused on what the close of
the campaign should be and the letter was not a central part of it.
Manafort and Trump did not discuss Corney's status. Manafort did not hear
anything about Trump's view of Corney. Manafort thought Trump was not a fan
of Corney after the election because he had not been a fan during the
campaign and nothing had changed. Manafort did not expect Trump to keep
Corney on.
Manafort and Trump had conversations in which they said Corney was a
political partisan. Trump thought it was a joke when people said Corney was
a Republican and never viewed him as a Republican. Trump thought Corney had
made his bed with the Obama administration and was part of the other team.
Trump thought Corney's allegiance was to the Obama and Clinton
administrations~
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Manafort thought that Corney still came across as a partisan in spite of
his negative statements about Clinton in the press conference because the
lead up mattered less than the conclusion. Manafort thought the negative
lead up to the conclusion only showed the absolute absurdity of the
conclusion.
Manafort truly believed that Lynch and Bill Clinton's meeting on the
tarmac was engineered in order for Lynch to give Bill Clinton the
questions that would be asked in the interview of his wife. It did not
make sense that they wanted to talk about their qrandkids. Manafort
thought there was no way their meeting was happenstance and had to have
been pre-organized. Lynch had been a subordinate to the Clintons. They
thought they would not get caught.
Sometime after the Special Counsel's Office was stood up, close to the end
of June, Manafort's counsel told him about the email chain that set up the
June 9, 2016 meeing at Trump Tower. He recalled the conversation was
before the search executed at his apartment.
Manfort recalled his counsel raised the meeting and that he himself did
not remember it at first. Manafort asked Gates if he (Manafort) had been
at the meeting. The emails were the trigger for asking Gates about it. At
some point after the meeting was public, Manafort found his notes of the
meeting. In the process of downloading his material, his notes were found
in the ndeleted notesn section of the cloud. It was his practice to delete
notes when he no longer needed them.
Manafort did not initially remember if he knew the story was coming out
before it did. Manafort reviewed a July 8, 2017 New York Times article
titled "Trump Team Met With Lawyer Linked to Kremlin During Campaignn that
said Manafort had disclosed the meeting to congressional investigators.
Based on that, he thought it was possible his counsel found the email and
directed him to it and told him they planned to speak to the congressional
committees about it, not that he first learned about it in the media.
Man.afort stated that the article refreshed his memory and he recalled that
the documents were sent to Congress and were given to Manafort's attorneys
because of the disclosure to the Hill. After that 1 the stories came out in
the press. Manafort's memory was that he got an email either from someone
on the Hill or from someone else's attorney that the story was coming out.
The information in the story did not come from Manafort.
Manafort assumed the June 9, 2016 meeting would be of interest to the
Special Counsel's Office.
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Manafort did not have access to his
email
account after he left the campaign, per campaign policy. He only had
access to his gmail and DMP email accounts.

b6
b7C

Manafort did not discuss the June 9, 2016 meeting with Alan Futerfas or
Alan Garten. He did discuss it with Sean Hannity, a close personal friend,
after the meeting had been made public. Manafort thought he probably just
complained about it. They did not talk about strategy 1 just the facts.

Manafort did not talk to Donald Trump, Jr. directly. Their respective
counsel spoke to one another. Manafort watched Trump, Jr. on the Hannity
show talk about the June 9 1 2016 meeting. Manafort agreed with what Trump 1
Jr. said 1 which was that it was a nothing meeting. Trump 1 Jr. represented
the meeting the way Manafort remembered it, not as a meeting on dirt on
Clinton. Manafort did not have any concerns about Trump, Jr's statement.
The meeting was about the Magnitsky Act, which in turn made it about
adoptions. Manafort knew before the meetinq that the Maqnitsky Act was a
human rights act enacted because of torture of Bill Browder's attorney
that resulted in sanctions for Russians. As a result, Vladimir Putin put a
halt on US adoptions of Russian children as a way to pressure the United
States to get rid of the sanctions. Manafort was familiar with the
Magnitsky Act prior to the meeting and had read Browder's book on the
Magnitsky Act.
Around the time of the public disclosure of the meeting, Manafort did not
speak to Trump, Marc Kasowitz, Mark Corallo, or anyone affiliated with
Trump's or Kushner's legal teams. All discussions were with counsel and
through counsel, other than his discussion with Hannity.
He did not talk
to Sean Spicer, Hope Hicks, or Reince Priebus.
Trump, Jr. did not tell Manafort in advance he planned to release the
emails on Twitter. Manafort was surprised Trump, Jr. did it, but
understood why he did it.
Manafort did not hear from anyone that Trump or anyone else tried to stop
the emails from coming out, other than what he read publicly.
Between the July 2017 search at Manafort's residence and his October 2017
indictment, Manafort did not recall any direct or indirect contact from
anyone in the White House. He spoke to Hannity, who was "certainly a back
channel,ll but also a personal friend. Manafort knew Hannity was speaking
to Trump around then because Hanni ty would tell Manafort to hang in there 1
that he had been talking to Trump, that Trump had his back, and things
like that. Manafort understood his conversations with Hannity to be a
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message from Trump. Manafort did not remember specifically when the
conversations happened, but it was the "natural kind of text messaging"

they would do.

They also spoke on the phone.

The frequency was dependent

on what was going on at the time; sometimes they spoke twice a week,
weeks not at all.

some

If Manafort wanted to send a message to Trump, he would have gone through
a mutual friend of theirs, like Chris Christie, j
{ Tom Barrack,

o r ~ - - - - - ~ b u t he never did so.

b6
b7C

After Rick Gates was charged, Manafort and Gates discussed money, because
Gates was concerned about financing his defense. Manafort thought they
would qualify for funding from an RNC fund that had been set up. Mike
Glassner sent something to Manafortrs lawyer saying Manafort and Gates
would qualify for the fund. Manafort and Glassner had known each other for
twenty years. Ultimately, i t turned out the fund would only benefit people
who were unindicted.
Mana.fort did not talk to John Dowd, but his attorney did. Mana.fort did not
think Dowd had contributed to their defense fund.

The conversation between Dowd and Manafort's attorney happened around tr
same time Manafort's attorney received the communication from Glassner
about the RNC fund.
Gates and Mana fort discussed getting new counsel for Gates, becaut~e Gates'
counsel was not appropriate for what was going on. Gates' origina:
counsel,
was hired because Gates needed someone the day of
arraignment and [:]was available·
j another of Gates 1
attorneys, was recommended by
j Tom Green was friends with
~ - - - - - - ~ w h i c h was how Gates ended up hiring Green.

I

I

I

I

b6
b7C

Mana.fort does not believe Trump will pardon him.
Gates raised the issue of pardons with Manafort during a conversation
about money. Gates said Manafort would get a pardon and Gates would not.
Manafort did not specifically recall other conversations, but said it may
have come up once or twice. Manafort did not tell or suggest to Gates that
he had talked to Dowd or Trump and that they would be taken care of.
Manafort never told Gates he talked to Trump or Dowd. It was possible he
told Gates that his lawyers had talked to Trump or Dowd, but it would have
been in relation to money.
Talking about a pardon was not going to give Gates any comfort. Manafort
told Gates they would find a way to resolve things and raise money, but he
did not offer to take on Gates' legal bills.
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Manafort was hopeful for a pardon but did not discuss one directly with
Trump. He noticed Trump's public comments about pardons. Manafort never
received any sort of assurance from Trump about a pardon. They did not
discuss how best for Manafort to situate himself.
Manafort thought it was probably best to fight until the end but
ultimately decided he wanted to deal with taking care of his family.
When
he saw the jury pool questionnaire for the trial [in the District of
Columbia}, Manafort knew it was over. He struck 90 of the 120 potential
jurors based on their answers and thought the rest were lying. He thought
that between that jury and Judge Jackson, he had no chance at trial.
Manafort did decide to plead guilty to avoid the negative press of
fighting it out 1 since the bad stuff was already in the plea. He knew he
was going to lose 1 and it was not worth the agony or the money to continue
to fight.
No one from the White House or the campaign sent a message after his plea.
He did not recall telling Gates that Trump was watching their case, but it
sounded like something he would say. If he said it, it was based on
reading the newspaper; he did not get any private information from Trump.
Mana.fort had never talked to Robert Costello. He had not spoken with or
received messages from Giuliani since his indictment.
Manafort was not told anything about what happened to Mike Flynn in the
lead up to Flynn 1 s termination. All Manafort knew about Flynn's calls to
Kislyak was based on public reporting.
Manafort was aware that Flynn had Turkish and Middle East business
connections. On a trip to the Middle East in April 2017, ~ - - - - - - ~
approached Manafort and asked if he
was interested in more work in Turkey. ~--~explained part of the work
was related to getting a cleric back to Turkey. Manafort said he was not
interested and asked if the work was associated with Flynn, and
said yes. Manafort was later led to believe F l y n n ~ - - - - - ~ ad done
something for
and the Turkish government.

b6
b7C

C==:J

I

I

Manafort turned it down because he was not comfortable with it. He had
decided not to deal with the administration until all of his issues were
cleared up and did not want to lobby them.

Administrative: The original agent notes and document shown to Manafort
will be maintained in the lA section of the case file.
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Stephen Miller was interviewed at the Special Counsel's Office, located at
395 E Street SW, Washington, D.C. Miller was accompanied by his attorneys,

bG
b7C

~ - - - - - ~ and ~---~from the law office of King & Spalding.
Participating in the interview were FBI Special Agent (SA) ~ - - - - ~
S A ~ - - - - - - - - - - - S e n i o r Counselor to the Special
Counsel James L. Quarles III, and Senior Assistant Special Counsel Andrew
Goldstein. Miller was advised it is a crime to lie to the FBI in the
course of an investigation, which he acknowledged. After being advised of
the identities of the interviewing team and the purpose of the interview,
Miller provided the following information:
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

liffcsliga!ionon

10/31/2017

at

Washingtonr District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person)

Fi!c;_•~:::::=:=:=:=:=~============::::;--------Da!cdrn!kd 11/28/2017

b6
b7C
b7E

-n,is document cont.ims nc11hc1 rccommcndnHoos no!' t'O!lduswns of the FBI. [tis the propc11~ of the FBl and 1s loaned io ~oui agci,c:: tt and its contents arc not
to be d!Stl'ibutcd outside ~Otir agctlc:.
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

I

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Fer DOJ/OIP

bS rer DOJ/OIP
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b5 Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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bS Per DOJ /OIP

Miller recalled Corney's March 20, 2017 testimony, specifically that Trumo
was frustrated Corney said there was an investigation!
I Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

.______________________________________b_S_P_.1• ~/oc,
May 5-7, 2017 Visit to Bedminster, New Jersey:
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b?C

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
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I
!Kushner

5 of 14

Friday night in Bedminster, Miller went to dinner with Trump.

I

there.

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

were
b6
b7C

Trump started off dinner on Friday night with the topic of Comey 1 s
,.t_e_r_m_i_·n_a_t_i_·o_n_._..._ _ _ _'!""_'"'."'._ _ _ _:-:-:--:----:----:-:-:------:--b-S_Per DOJ/OIP
' - - - - - - - - - - - ~ A t the top of the dinner, Trump said he wanted to

remove Corney and wanted to articulate his reasons in a "well honedu
letter, ,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.Trump already had a "great
concept'f for a letter that would be used to fire Corney and make the
announcement.
Trump,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
; . . - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ e - - ' a n to la, out his ar, uments for Come

1

~

s

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS l?er DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

r------------,.jT_r_u_m_p_d_,.1,.._c-_t_a_t,..._1,.._n_,q_t_o_t_ii,-_1'"1'"e_r_.,-1-------'------,
1....-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

__.1

After dinner,

'----------~

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

Then he went to his room, did extensive research to support the letter on
his laptop, conducted some research, took his own best thoughts and Trump'
s best thoughts, and began the process of putting the letter together~c::J

bS Per DOJ/OIJ?

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
Interviewers showed Miller a draft of the termination letter with
handwritten notes (designated at Tab "Du); Miller confirmed most of the
edits on the letter were in Trump's handwriting~ The handwriting at the
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top of page one, however, was Miller 1 s. Miller could not specifically
recall the details of the editing process, but believed when he met with
Trump for breakfast, Trump had already made the edits to the letter
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OrP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

~T_h_e_s_i_·t_u_a_t_io_n_w_i_th_c_o_m_e_._y_w_a_s_ke_p_t_c_l_o_s_e_h_o_l_d~l_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~lb_s~Per ooJ/OrP

'-,-,-,--..,..,.-,---.,...,.--'lTrump was editing the Ietter("---,.,...------f"----,r'I
Miller did not discuss the letter or the decision to fire Corney I
I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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bS Per DOJ /orp

Trump repeated h,bS Per DOJ/OIP

Trump continued to edit the letter
did not want the news to leak

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

Specific Content in the Termination Letter(s):

Trump was explicit the letter should open with a reference to Trump not
being under investigation. Trump wanted to disqualif::/ the possibility
Corney was being removed because Trurnp was under investigation, as it was
important for him to establish he was not removing the FBI Director while
under investigation.
The draft of the letter stated the investiaation is "fabricatedr-7

bS Per DOJ/OIF
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bS Per DOJ /OIP

bS Per DOJ /OIP

bS Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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b5 Per OOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' It was

important to Trump that he .factually establish Corney was under a '~review
period."

b5 Per DOJ/Oil?

b5 Per DOJ/Oil?

b5 Per DOJ/Oil?

bS Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

Meetings on Monday, May B, 2017:
b5 Per DOJ /OIP
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

The 9:00 am meetinq was attended by Trump, Miller, Priebus, McGahn, and
one or two others. Trump started the meeting and said, "I'm going to read
you a letter. Don't talk me out of this. I've made my decision." Trum
b5 Per DOJ/OIP
then proceeded to read the letter.

McGahn pointed out DOJ had an internal review of Corney review under way
complementary to what they were discussing. McGahn su ested the next
would be for McGahn to meet with DOJ to discuss.

DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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Tuesday, May 9, 2017:
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

Rosenstein's letter became the new foundation of a cover letter
'-f-ro_m_T_r...,ump. Miller was provided Rosenstein' s letter so he could draft an
appropriate cover letter. In discussing the letter on Tuesday, the only
guidance specifically given to Miller was that he include the part about
Trump beinq told three times he was not under investiqation. McGahn
!recommended striking it 1 but
Trump was insistent it be included.I

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP
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b5 Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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05/17/2018

Robert Roger Porter was interviewed at the Special Counsel's Office,
located at Patriots Plaza I, 395 E Street SW, Washington 1 DC. Porter was
accompanied by his attorneys,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ __. and,__ _ _ _ _ __. from
the law offices of Cozen O'Connor. Present for the interview were Special

b6
b7C

Agent

(SA) ' - - - - - - - - - - - ~ S A ' - - - - - - ~ Senior Counselor to
the Special Counsel James L. Quarles, Counselor to the Special Counsel
Michael Dreeben, Senior Assistant Special Counselor Andrew Goldstein, and

b6

Intelligence Analyst,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~After being advised of the

b7C

identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the interview,
Porter provided the following information:

b5 Per DOJ/Oil?

b3

b7E

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/Oil?

Washingtonr District Of Columbia, United States

(In Persont

Filc:'_.:::::;:::;:::;:::;:::;:::;::;==========:------------Da1cdrnfkd

04/29/2018

lmc:.ligallonon

04/13/2018

at

b;
This

b6

b7C
b7E

documcn1 con!;iins. 11cuhc!' rccommcndnHons nor condus.101~s of the FBI. [{ is the propC!l~ of the FBl aad 1s. lo1mcd 10 ~OtH' agcne:: 11 and 11s contents me not
on1s1dc ~Ottr ag.cnc:.
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b5 Per OOJ /OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b3

bS Per DOJ/OIP
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

l:>5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

l:>5 Per DOJ/OIP

l:>5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
l:>5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS

Per

DOJ/OrP

.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_5_P_eJl ~/:;:

bS Per DOJ/OIP
b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

,______________________________b_S_Jr OO>/o,e
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b5

Per DOJ/OIP

b5

Per DOJ/OIP

b3

Attorney General Jeff Sessions "Un-recusal"
The President raised the concept of \'un-recusing" at a meeting with
Sessions on December 6, 2017. j

I

j

'--------------------------L---------=.,Jl,b5

Per DOJ/OIP
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
Earlier that day, Porter attended a Cabinet meeting and when it ended the
President told him to go get Sessions and take him to the Oval Office. The
~P;;..r;;.e.;_s.;_1;;;.·d.;_e.;_n;;;..;..t....;;.i..;.nc.;_cl;;;.i.;.ca;.c.;.t.;.e.;.d...;.;h.;.e__
w.;_a;;..;n.;.t.;.e.;.d....;.P.;.o;;;.r..;.t..;.e.;;.r....ct..;.o....cs..;.t.;_a_,_y....;;;f..;.o.;;;r....;t.;_h..;.e....;.;m..;.e..;.e..;.t.;;;i.;_nceg..;.._.__ _ _ _b_5,. Per DOJ/OIP

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

I

I

b3

b5 Per DOJ/Oil?
I

I

I
I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

II

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

I
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bS Fer DOJ/OI-P

I

'1

';::===================================b=:5::--::P:--'er

b3
DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
bS P~~ DOJ/OIP

b3

b5 Per DOJ/O!P

Attorney General Jeff Sessions Proffered Resignation
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b5 Per DOJ/0!-P

~---------------------------~!At
some
the summer of 2017, Porter was in the Oval Office to discuss an
issue and the President o ened a drawer and
letter from Sessions*

point in
unrelated
ulled out a resi nation

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OrP
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r~_:-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_:-_-_-_-_:-_-_-_-_-_-_-_:-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_:-_-_-_-_-_:-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_:-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_b-::_5-::r_er DOJ/OIP
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b3

b5 Per OOJ/OIP
b3
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5

Per DOJ/OIP

I

b5

Per DOJ/OIP

b3

b5 Per OOJ/OIP

b3

Discussions about Associate Attorney General Rachel Brand
bS Per DOJ/OIP

b3
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b5 Per

DOJ/OIP

b3

1the President asked Porter l t he
Knew t,rano ano wnat ne tnouqnt or ner .1

I

I

I
jThe
President asked if Brand was good, tough, and "on the team." I

I

~ T h e President asked Porter to ''feel her out" and see if she would be
sted in being the Attorney General. f

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b - S ~ i ~ =lo"
Porter did not fulfill the President's request and talk to Brand. The
President asked a couple of times in passing whether Porter talked to
bS Per DOJ/OIP
Brand, but Porter never did. Porter said,
it did not fee
He did not want to be implicated in any way

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

623
b7E

ContimiauonofFD<Hl2of (U)

Interview of Robert Porter

.OH

04/13/2018

.Pat;,<e 12 of 19

bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per OOJ/OIP

I
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS

Per DOJ/OIP

bS

Per DOJ/OIJ?

bS

Pe1' DOJ/OIP

I

~---------------------------~-~bS__JI ='°''
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b5 Per DOJ/OI?

bS Per DOJ/OIP

f At least once in that

I

'-c_o_n_v_e_r_s_a_t~i-◊-n-,_t_h_e_P_r_e_s~i-d_e_n_t_u_s_e_d_t_h_e_p_,hrase "clean house" with regard to

the Department of Justice.

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS l?er DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS l?er DOJ/OIJ?
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

January 2018 New York Times Article and President Trump's Response
Porter was asked about a New York Times article from January 25, 2018
titled '\Trump Ordered Mueller Fired, but Backed Off When White House
Counsel Threatened to Quit.

"I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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t---------------------------,__________;b:;_S:....;Per DOJ/Orl?

.__________________________.j The

President said to
Porter that the article was "bullshit" and that he had never ordered the
Special Counsel fired.

' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' a n d that he leaked to the media to make himself
look good. The President told Porter to tell McGahn to write a letter to
make clear he (McGahn) had never been directed to fire the Special
Counsel. Porter thought the White House communications shop should handle
press response, rather than a letter from McGahn, but the President wanted
a letter to the file. The President referred to McGahn as a nlying

~-------------~

bastard" and said he wanted a record from him.
but the President said something

the
effect of, "if he doesn't write a letter, then maybe I'll have to get rid
of him."

b3

bS Per DOJ/OIP

Porter did not recall the timing of his discussion with the President
b5 Per DOJ/OIP
about McGahn ·

I

Porter spoke to McGahn the same day the President asked him to do so.
Port.b5 l?er OOJ/OIP
'-t~h_o_u_g~h_t_M_c_G_a~h-n~'_s_g_e_n_e_r_a~l_r_e_s_p_o_n_s_e_t_o_t~h_e_P_r_e_s~i-d~e_n_t_w_a_s_t_o_s~h_r_u_g_o_,.f f

I

everything;
McGahn pus e
ac on t e act t a t the President said e (t e Presi ent)
did not ask McGahn to fire the Special Counsel. McGahn's response, when
Porter told him to write the letter, was something to the effect of "Well,
it is true. 11 McGahn told Porter the President was insistent on firing the
Special Counsel, but added that he himself never told the President he
intended to quit. Porter told McGahn that the President suggested he would
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fire McGahn if he did not write the letter and McGahn said the o tics of
that would be terrible.
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
with the President again. Porter told Kelly about it,.__ _ _ _ _ _ ___,
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b3

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b3
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b3

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b3

bS Per DOJ'/OIP

I
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1

c:he intervi.ewirv; 2-.ge:nt and the purpose of the inte_·niiew,,
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b5 Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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Date ofcnlfy

12/31/2018

Robert Roger Porter was interviewed at the Special Counsel 1 s Office,
located at Patriots Plaza I 1 395 E Street SW, Washington 1 DC. Porter was
accompanied by his attorneys .__ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ , a n d - - - - - - - ~ from
the law offices of Cozen O'Connor. Present for the interview were Special

b6

Agent (SA) ~ - - - - - - - - - - ~ Senior Counselor to the Special Counsel
James L. Quarles, Senior Assistant Special Counselor Andrew Goldstein, and
Intelligence Analyst
Porter was notified

b7C
b?E

.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___. admonished that it is a crime to lie to the FBI

in the course of an investigation, which he acknowledged. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the
interview, Porter provided the following information:
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Rachel Brand:
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

President wanted to know if Porter knew Rachel Brand and what Porter
thouqht of her. ~,- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b { Per DOJ/OIP

!

lthe President
wanted to know if Porter knew Brand 1 what he thought of her, and if he
thought she was interested in being responsible for the

investigation.

One t i m e , ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ t h e President

wondered aloud if Brand wanted to be the Attorney General one day. The
President did not say it explicitly, but Porter gathered from his comments
that since Sessions was recused, and it was possible Rosenstein would be
recused, and Brand would be next in line, the President wanted to know
what people thought of her.
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

FB!(19cv1278)-1118

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

645
b7E
FD-1il2a (Re,. !15-ilR~lO)

Continmu1onofFD<'ill2of (U)

Interview of Robert Porter

,On

05/08/2018

of 20

.Page

bS Per DOJ/O!P

I

r

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

~

~,o,,

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
I

I

I

I

b3

CJ
I

II

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

FB!(19cv1278)-1119

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

646
b7E

CominmuionofFD~1fl.2of (U)

Interview of Robert Porter

.On

05/ 08120 lB

. Pllt,'(:

B of 20

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

I

I

I

b3

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

FB!(19cv1278)-1120

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

647
b7E

ContfnwrtionofFD~lmor (U)

Interview of Robert Porter

.On

05/08/2018

.Page

9 of 20

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per OOJ/OIP

I
FBI(19cv1278)-1121

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

648
b7E

ContinuauonofFD<~02of (U)

Interview of Robert Porter

.On

05/08/201-8

.Page 10 of 20

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b3

ler
I

b5

DOJ/OIP

n--------------------------~1--1
'-~--~~--~-~-~-~-~,....!OOJ was not investigating the things
the President thought they should be 1nvestigat.1ng. The PresJ.dent sa.1d to
Sessions that he did not "have to tell usf just take a look,if which Porter
took to mean that the President was being deferential to DOJ but wanted
them to look and see if the thins he wanted to investi ate merited
investigation.

Porter did not recall Sessions'
._r_e_s_p_o_n_s_e_t_o_t_h_e_c_o_mm_e_n_t_s_,_b_u_t_t_,e_d~i.d not think Sessions offered anv

assurances or promises. j
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Discussions of other investigations:
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I The President said he never liked Manafort, and!
I Manafort did not know what he was
doinq either.I

I

I

I
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He recalled the general sentiment that the President wondered
~w~h-a~t_w_a_s_g_o_i~'ng on and in what wayj
jManafort were cooperating.
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OI!/

b3

FB!(19cv1278)-1123

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

650
b7E
.rD-302a (RCY. 05-mHO}

Cominm111011ofFD-?.H2of (U)

Interview of Robert Porter

,OH

05/08/20113

.P.nt;.'C 12 of 20

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
b3
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

b3

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b3

I

b3

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

FBI(19cv1278)-1124

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

651
b?E

,On

Interview of Robert Porter

Con1inua11onofFD-Jfllof (U)

05/08/2018

,Pugc 13 of 20

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Pe r DOJ/OIP

I

I
I

b3

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

I

M

~[ ~,,,.

l'---------~-r::.
FBI(19cv1278)-1125

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

652
b7E

CominuauonofFD-1fl2of {U)

.On

Interview of Robert Porter

05/08/2018

.Pngc 14 of 20

l t - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , , - - - - - - - - - - - - - b . . . l ~ Per DOJ/OIP
I
b3

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I

~

r=M•

bS l?e r DOJ/OrP

I
bS Pe r DOJ/OrP

I

b3

I

b5

I

I

ij

r DOJ/OrP

b3

FBI(19cv1278)-1126

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

653
b7E

Continuattont)fFD-302of (U)

.On

Interview of Robert Porter

05/08/201:8

.Page 15 of 20

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b3

I

II

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
b6

The President
~t_a_l_k_e_d_a-·b_o_u_t_t_h_e_g-re_a_t_a_t_to-·-r-n_e_y_s_h_e_h_a_d_h_a~d--,-i_n_t_h_e_p_a_s~t, such as Roy Cohn
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and Jay Goldberg. The President said they both had great records and were
very successful. He said one of his biggest failings as President was that
he had not surrounded himself with good attorneys.
The President mentioned
current attorneys.

Sessions in the discussion of !b5 Per DOJ/OIP
The President raised

Sessions' recusa.l.
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clarification
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____
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a press statement to

demonstrate that the re orting was inaccurate.
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Date of entry

03/05/2018

Kathleen Troia K.T.n McFarland was interviewed at the Special Counsel's
Office, located at 395 E Street SW, Washington, D.C. McFarland was
accompanied by her .attorneys,
j and.'----------' of
b6
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP. Participating in the interview were E'BI Special
b7C
Agent ( S A ) ~ - - - - - - - - ~ SA
Senior Counselor
to the Special Counsel James L. Quarles III 1 Senior Assistant Special
Counsel (SASC) Andrew Goldstein, and SASC Brandon Van Grack. Pursuant to
the execution of a proffer agreement, McFarland provided t),,::, -fnl ln,.,-i nr<
ALL IN:roRY,.A'l'ION :ON'fAINED
information:
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b5 Per DOJ/Oil?

I
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person)
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Transition period:
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Mar-a-Lago Trip:
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December 28, 2016
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December 29, 2016
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McFarland learned about the sanctions on the news that afternoon.
b5 Per DOJ/orp
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bS Per DOJ /OIP
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McFarland and Bannon met on December 29.

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

'-------.-------------------'-b_u_t_t_h_e~y_a_l...,so talked about
sane tions.
Bannon told
McFarland the sanctions would hurt their ability to have good relations
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Bannon thought a Russian
escalation would make things more difficult. McFarland thought she told
him Flynn was scheduled to talk to the Russian ambassador later that

night.
McFarland stated that she may have run into Priebus and given him a short
version of her conversation with Bannon about the sanctions. j
b5 Per DOJ/OIP
7

~ - - - - - - - - ~ S h e may have told Priebus that E'lynn was scheduled to
talk tot
sador that ni ht but was not sure.
b6

b7C

~-----------------------------------b-S~r

oo>,o,e

McFarland and Flynn spoke on the telephone at around 4:00 pm on December
29.

I

b5 Per DOJ/O!P

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

She noted that it was implicit
.....,_i_n....,.t,-h-e"'"i-r---,d"'"i_s_c_u_s_s"'"i_o_n....,.t,-h-a"'"t_n_o_o_n_e_w_a_n"'"t-e""d,....,.t"'"h...,.,ings to escalate. I
I
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b5 Per DOJ /OIP

McFarland knew before the Flynn 1 s call that Flynn was going to feel out
the Russian ambassador on the overall relationship, knowing that the

sanctions would influence it.I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/orp

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OI-P

Trump, ~ - - - - ~ Pr iebu~s...;''--B_a_n_n_o_n_,'--s-'p~1-·c_e_r_,'-'-_ _ _ _ _ _ __._a_n_d_m_a_y.:,.b_e_o_n_e~
or two others attended.

,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,At some point, Trump

I

asked her if the "Russians did itu and she said yes.
j
,.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.__T_r_u_m.__r_e._-e_a_t_e_,,d he was not sure~!_ _ _ _ _ __,

He said he had reason to doubt
it was the Russians

~-------------------------~

bS Per DOJ/OrP

1----------r------------,.---,-------------,.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _..._s_h_e_w_e_n_t_t_h_r_o_u-'g~h~the
possible responses
.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,and said they would have to see what
happened. She told Trump the response would be an indicator of what the

Russians wanted going forward. Trump said.__ _ _

_,..----------i--'

since Trump had leverage to use with the Russians.
,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,she thought someone

may have mentioned Flynn's scheduled call with I<islvak as the, were ending
the meeting and leavi~n_g_t_h_e_r_o_o_m_·~-----------~-------~

'-----,---=-~she,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,did not recall a
response from Trump before he walked out of the room.
McFarland and Flynn had a telephone call the evening of December 29, which
followed the call between Flynn and Kislyak after the sanctions
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
Flynn told McFarland he talked to the Russian amba.ssadorl

b5 Per OOJ/OIP

'-----------,--------,-----'I He

told McFarland the Russian
response was not going to be escalatory because they wanted a good
relationship with the Trump administration. I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
b6
b7C

I
b5 Per DOJ/O!P

.__________________________________b_5_P_,r/o"
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b?C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
December 31,

2016

Flynn and McFarland spoke on the phone!

bS Per DOJ/OIP

~-------------------~I Flynn

told her Put.in' s response
was an indication they wanted a better relationship with the United
States. He may have said his telephone call with Kislyak may have made a
difference. Flynn conveyed things were back on track.

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
When Flynn and McFarland spoke on December 31, Flynn told McFarland he
talked to the Russian ambassador again. He said something to the effect of
"Well, they want a better relationship. The relationship is back on
track." flynn said it was a good call and he thou ht his own call had made
a difference but not the onl ' difference.
bS Per DOJ/OIP
McFarland congratulated Flynn for his work.
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
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b5 Per DOJ/orp

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I :s1

11--------------,.1---------_J

bl
b3

bS Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

bl
b3
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

S!

bl

b3

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

is:1

bl

b3

b5

~

JA

39-403

'TD

OJ/OU!
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

\S)
bl
b3

b6
b7C

r

DOJ/OIP

b5

I.________________
b5 ...J1:s1
Per DOJ /OIP
bl
b3

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b?C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

h)

I

bl
b3
b6
b7C
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bS Per DOJ /OIP

b6
b7C

Post-Inauguration;
bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ /OI'~

bS Per DOJ/OIP

:ri•

iJ/

bl
b3
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bS Per DOJ/OIP

j,,.,,,1

;sJ

I ,,,,

bl
b3
b7E

bS Per: DOJ/OIP

,al
bl
b3
b7E

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

Is:

I

bl
b3
b7E

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OrP

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP
b6
b?C
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bS Per DOJ/OI.P

b5 l?er DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

On
Wednesday, February 22, 2017, McFarland was called to Priebus 1 office, and
when she got there, Bannon was also there.
He to
er Trum
wanted her to resin.
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I Priebus asked if she wanted to be an ambassador, I

!Bannon suggested Sinqapore,.

b6

I

b7C

Priebus called McFarland back to his office and saidb5 Pe~ DOJ/OIP

.._w_o_r""d_s_t_o_t.,..h_e_e""'f""'f--'ect of "The President would like you to send me an email

I

saying

I

!could she say the
President never directed Flynn to call the Russians about sanctions. 11

McFarland did not say yes or no to this request~ She called Eisenberg and
told him she had been fired from her job as Deputy NSA and offered the job
in Singapore_, but they wanted this letter from her
bS Per DOJ/OIP

.1

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ H o w e v e r , he offered his
opinion it was a bad idea for her to write the letter because i t was
awkward and looked like a quid pro quo situation.
Priebus
he came to

Lh_e_r_o_f_f_i_c_e_a_n_d_t_o_l_d_h_e_r_n_o_t_t_·o_d_o_t_h_e_e_m_a_i-·1_a_n_d_t_o_f_o_r_g_e_t_h_e---1even
mentioned it.

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6

b?C
b5 Per DOJ /OIP
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

March - May 2017
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

She talked to Trump
One time was in late March
or early April.

L---------,-------------,--..J

He asked her to pass a
message to Flynn1r------------~t_o_s_t_a~y~s_t_r_o_n~g~;_a_n_d_t_h_a_t_T_r_u_m~p~
felt bad for him.

bS Per DOJ/OIP

Other Campaign/Administration contacts:

b5 Pe-r DOJ/OIP

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C
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:~A b5 Per rOJ/OIP

I

b7B per DOJ/OIP

b?C

McFarland reviewed an email from Paul Manafort dated January 15, 2017 at 1:
-12_:2_1_p~m_!_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_5_Per OOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ /OIP
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o,irc of cnl!y

11/09/2018

(UI On 09/12/2018 Special Agents (SA~l~.- ' - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - '
Intelligence Analyst
Assistant Special
Counsel L. Rush Atkinson and Senior Assistant Special Counsel Andrew
Goldstein interviewed MICHAEL COHEN (COHEN} at his attorney's offices at
655 3rd Ave, New York, NY. Present were COHEN 1 s legal counsel, Guy
Petrillo, Amy Lester, and Philip Pilmar. Additionally, Assistant United

I

I

b6

States Attorney Thomas McKay and S A ~ - - - - - ~ from SDNY and FBI NY
attended. In the presence of his attorney 1 COHEN reviewed and executed two
proffer agreements, one from the Special Counsel's Office, attached, and
one from SDNY, which was retained by SDNY. After being advised of the
identities of the interviewing SAs and the purpose of the interview, COHEN
provided the following:

b7C

b5 Per DOJ/Oil?

I
b5 Per DOJ/Oil?

(U I

TRUMP TOWER MOSCOW

bS l?er DOJ/Oil?
b6
b7C

I
!mcslig-a!ionon

09/12/2018

:rt

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States

;.:...=:===========;------

File#-

Dmcdrn!kd

(In Person).

b6

09-/13/2018

b; ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

b7C
b7E

This d-Ocumcnt contains ncuhcr 1·ccommcndntt0Bs noi ,:-ondus;ons of the FBI. [tis the pmpcn~ of the FBl and is loaned to ~our agcnq: u <md ns contcms MC not
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bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
(U) COHEN had conversations with TRUMP on multiple occasions related to
TTM and traveling to Russia. j
h5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

in

b5 Per DOJ/Oil?

COHEN received an email from a young lady h5 Per POJ/OIP
requesting a call to discuss the TTM oroiect. COHEN called and spoke to a
woman named ELENA or YELENA (ELENA),

I

FB!(19cv1278)-1153
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,PH!,.'C

of 16

ELENA said she would put together notes anb5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

hS Per DOJ/OIP

IThe financial benefit was enormous. The signed LOIi

I

I
I The TRUMP

ORG was in a position to make hundreds of millions of dollars l'-_____.I

I

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ /OIP
TRUMP

thought his campaign would be

11

the greatest infomercial" ever created in

FB!(19cv1278)-1154
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history. The brand would get out and opportunities would come

.Page
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c::J.

b5 Fer DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ /OIP
;--------------,--T_h_e_y_t"'"h_c_u_g"'"h_t_a"'"b_o_u_t_h_o_w_m_u_c"'"h_t_h_e_c_a_m_p_a...,i_g_r_,_c_o_u""l~d

bring in with the ninfomercialn)

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6

I

bS p er DOJ/OIP

I
I COHEN
brief mini-conversations with TRUMP about TTM.

b?C

had multiple

I

I

!TRUMP would ask what was aoina on with
TTM.

I

I

b6

I

b?C

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____.jThere were dozens of miniconversations with TRUMP as well as conversations with DOI>TALD TRUMP JUNIOR
(JUNIOR)

and IVAN!Q\ TRUMP

( IVANKA)

about TTM.

I

(U) COHEN spoke to JUNIOR about TTM
bS Per DOJ/OIP
.....~-'--'-"=-'-•--'-"-'--'""-'--'-'-"'-"~==-'-.;;.;;~...- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - ' '

I
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

(UJ

IVAt'<!Kt\. wanted to get a ustarchitectu on board with the project.

I

(U)

JUNIOR

I

I

ib5

I
Per DOJ/OIP

b6

I

b7C

brought up his previous experience with a TRUMP TOWER MOSCOW
bS Per DOJ /OIP

deal!

bS Per DOJ/OIP

lcoHEN thought his phone
call with ELENA had an effect. I~-----------,---------.....,
about PUTIN. The Russian government liked the project. I

I
b5 Fer DOJ/OIP

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ C O H E N recalled he spoke to TRUMP bS Per DOJ/OIP

about dates for travel to Moscow and he spoke to RHONA GRAFF (GRAFF) about
getting a copy
TRUMP's passport. GRAFF later brought TRUMP 1 s passport
to COHENts office.
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b5 Per OOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per OOJ/OIP

I

I

COHEN was still

advising TRUMP he was speaking with SATER.
(U) As TRUMP'S campalgn started to do well in the end of January 2016,
COHEN and TRIJI'vIP continued to speak about TTM.

COHEN kept TRUMP informed

that the project was still in the sphere. TRUMP did not say to not do the
project because of the campaign*
bS Per OOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

!Both COHEN and TRUMP wanted TTM to succeed .1

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

L------'COHEN had still not seen piece of land for the property or
information on the land for the property. COHEN did not want to travel to
Moscow for no reason, he needed to see the property.

{U) COHEN told TRUMP about the invitation to the St. Petersburg Economic
Forum and that PUTIN and/ or MEDVEDEV may be there.

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

~----------~

TRUMP told COHEN to talk to COREY LEWANDOWSKI
(LEWANDOWSKI) about potential dates for travel assuming COHEN could nlock
11
and load on the deal. TRUMP would be willing to travel if COHEN wa,t; ready
to lock and load

bS Per DOJ/OIP

.___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,ICOHEN went to LEWANDOWSKI for
dates, but COHEN would have had to go back to LEWANDOWSKI after the RNC.
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
Per DOJ/OIP

1•s
b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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bS Per DOJ /OIP

(U) COHEN did not go to the St. Petersburg Economic Forum because he never
got the invite -

I

lbS Per DOJ/OIP

I
(U) COHEN had a quick conversation with TRUMP. COHEN did not want to tell
TRUMP the project was over. If COHEN later came back with the project
again, TRUMP would complain the project was on-again-off-again.
bS Per DOJ /OIP

b6
b7C
b5 Per DOJ/Oil?

L_J

D
~ - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ! T h e 11 agendan was to minimize the Russia
relationship; to shut it down; TTM never took place 1 so what was the
difference in saying when it ended [in January}; minimize 1 minimize,
minimize; stay on point; and discredit the investigation by staying on
point.

T

DOJ/OIP

bS

!COHEN wanted to support the WHITE HOUSE and TRUI1P.

~-----------------....._!

I

"""'Tb_5___.~er
,___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _t.:..l.:..1e;;_s.:..t.:..a;;.t.:..·e.:..i.:..ne;;..1;;.·1t'
_ _ _ _ _ _-t.:..·o'
_-C.:..o;;..n.:..ge.rc.e.:..s.:..s.:..·1..!
_ _ _ __
__
__
__,lit

DOJ/OIP
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.Page

,_w_a_s_s_e_n_t_t_o_a_l_l_n_,e_mb_,_e_r_s_-_o_f_t_r_,e_J_D_A_
• ._I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _h_S...,......Per

(U)

COHEN stuck to the 11 party line 1 11 1
I there was no relationship to Russia; I

DOJ/OIP

bS p er DOJ/OIP

I
I

I
I COHEN and TRUMP spoke about the staying

on

t

1

message"

I

b-5 Per DOJ /OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

'------,..,---------------.,.,..---=---,---'COHEN
concerned

was not

knew COHEN made an inaccurate

statement because he kept to the party linel

bS Per DOJ /OIP

(U) The hope was the
Investigation.

.art

r

line would

utan end to the Mueller
b5 Per DOJ/CIP

b5 Per DOJ /OIP
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was important to say the deal was done in January 2016 becauseb5 Per DOJ/OIP
shortened the period of time for any relationship with Russia.

r-7

r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' b : : . S ~ P e r DOJ/OIP

1 -_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,jcoHEN

did brief TRUMP,

JUNIOR, and IVANKA along the way. COHEN briefed JUNIOR in May or June as

well.
was not idle chit-chat, it was a potential $1 Billion deal~

TTM

bS Per DOJ /OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

1----,..c-,o-H_E_i_1_•s--le_g_a_l_fe_e_s_w_e_r_e_i_n_i_t_i_a_l_l_y_b_e_i_n_g_p_a_i_d_b_y_T_R_U_M_P_O_R_G___A_l_l....,fees
paid by the TRUMP ORG, which was extremely important to COHEN.

bS Per DOJ /OIJ?

~ - - - - , - - - - - - - ~ COHEN needed the power of the President to take

care of him. He would defend TRUMP to stay on message.
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIJ?
b6
b7C

I
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(U) Post~search Outreach
(U) After the FBI searches of COHEN, individuals reached out to COHEN to
provide support .I

II

the search, he saw COHEN and told him

I

I the

I AftbS Per DOJ/OIP
boss loves you,

b6

!From these messages, COHEN understood he had
~s_u_p_p_o_.r_t_o_f_"_ch_e_•_W_H_IT_E_H_o_·_os-E~to watch his back if he toed the line.

D

b7C

,__ _ _ __.said he was with "the Boss" in Mar-A-Lao and TRUMP said "he
loves vou "and not to worr

bS Per DOJ/OIP

'-----------~--------~------~
"everyone knows the boss
11

has your back. '------------.-----------'-c_o_1_rn_N_w_a_s_1:_o_,
stay on message and be part of the team
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bS Per DOJ/OIP
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bS Per DOJ/OIP
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bS

Per DOJ /OIP

I
~-----------------------------------b-S~r =tm
(U) RTSKHILADZE wanted to do a TTM project as well, but it did not move
forward because TRUMP ORG already had the LOI in place with SATER .

._I___________________________________,I
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b5 Pe r DOJ/OIP
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(U) After the initial text messages with RTSKHILADZE, COHEN spoke to
~T_R_U_M_P...;,_.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _...,.._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_S_Per DOJ/OIP
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

~-----------------------~jWhen

JUNIOR said he had a

meeting to get some dirt on CLINTON, lo COHEN 1 1t did not .sound like the
first time TRUMP heard about it.

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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FB!(19cv1278)-1166

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

693
b?E

ContinuauonofFD-10lof (U)

Interview of Michael Cohen

.On

09/12/2018

.Page 16 of 16

bS Per DOJ /OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ /Oil?

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DO.J/OIP

I

FBl(19cv1278)-1167

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

694
b7E

-1 of 15 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

11/28/2018

D,irc of cnlry

Michael Dean Cohen, date of birth
Special Counsel's Office,

was interviewed in the

located~a-t,-J'"9""5'"-_E_S_t~reet SE, Washington,

D.C. in

the presence of his attorneys Guy Petrillo and Amy Lester from the law
offices of Petrillo Klein & Boxer LLP, 655 Third Avenue, New York, NY.
Participating in the interview were FBI Special Agent (SA)
~

I

I

I

SA ~ - - - - - - - - - - ~ Intelligence Analyst I IA) L__J
Senior Counselor to the Special Counsel James L. Quarles 1
Senior .Assistant Special Counsel (SASC) Jeannie S. Rhee, SA.SC Andrew D.
Goldstein, and Assistant Special Counsel (ASC) L. Rush Atkinson. Also in

I

b6
b7C

I

attendance were Counselor to the Special Counsel Michael Dreeben and ASC
Elizabeth Prelogar. Pursuant to signing a proffer agreement and after
being advised of the identity of the interviewing agents, Cohen provided
the following information:

Response to Congressional Inquiry
Cohen spoke to Jay Sekulow almost immediately after he received a letter
from the House [of Representatives) requesting testimony~ Sean Hannity
recommended Sekulow and gave his name and phone number to Cohen. Since the
request was for voluntary testimony,. Sekulow told Cohen to say "thanks,
but no thanks." Sekulow ultimately decided to represent President Donald
Trump instead of Cohen, and provided Cohen a list of lawyers that were not
either conflicted or who had not already said they would not represent
people associated with the White House. Cohen retained~-----~about
two weeks later.

b6
b7C

Cohen made an appointment for himself and Sekulow to meet with Trump at
the White House to talk about the request from the House of
Representatives. Cohen did not recall the exact date he and Sekulow met
with Trump, but remembered he spent the night at the Trump Hotel in
Washington, D.C. the night prior, and thought he would have records of the
stay. After being told there were records of .a meeting at the White House
on May 18, 2017,. Cohen thought that might have been the date of the
meeting.

fmcs:ig,monon

11/12/2018

at

Washington, District Of Columbia,. United States

(In Person}

D;itcdr.u1ed

11/13/2013

Fik#

11lis document contiins ndthci 1ecommendations

1101
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The intent of the meeting was to get direction from Trump and talk about
what Cohen should do. At that time, Cohen did not have his trumporg email
account and everything was being funneled through Alan Garten. Cohen told
Trump that he had initially responded that he would not participate in a
voluntary interview 1 and Trump asked why Cohen responded that way and
questioned why he would not cooperate. Cohen told Trump it was a request,
not a subpoena. Cohen took a copy of his letter with him and Trump read it
and told Cohen to just cooperate. Cohen thought the request had been for
documents related to a whole slew of issues, and he did not have them or
have access to his documents~ Leaving the meeting 1 Cohen understood the
direction from Trump was to cooperate.
The Trump Tower Moscow project did not come up in that first meeting with
Trump and Sekul.ow. Cohen did not recall when he understood the request
from Congress was not just about the dossier, but also may include Trump
Tower Moscow. Cohen thought it took over three months to get the joint
defense agreement (JDA) created.
gave document requests to Garten and
Alan Futerfas, and they were going to provide the relevant documents.
eventually received emails and attachments from C o h e n ' s ~ - - - - - - ~
account, for a series of specified terms. Cohen thought the emails came in
closer in time to when the letter to Congress was written.

c:J:

In drafting the letter to Congress about the
his counsel, but thought there were a lot of
people about the letter. The goal was to put
media and get ahead of the story. Cohen said
Jared Kushner.

c:J

dossier, Cohen first spoke to
communications with a lot of
the letter out through the
it was the same model used by

In drafting the letter to Congress about the Trump Tower Moscow project,
Cohen first spoke to
and another attorney at the law firm, James
Commons. Cohen spoke to Trump on the telephone about the letter, but did
not recall telling him specific details, just that he planned to put a
letter out in response. Cohen and Sekulow, who was representing Trump,
spoke all of the time. Sekulow was a conduit for Trump. He would tell
Cohen that he had just talked to Trump, things were going to be okay,
things were under control, and reassured Cohen of Trumprs warm feelings
toward him.

c:J:

Cohen did not recall specifically raising with Sekulow that the
information in the letter about Trump Tower Moscow was false.
He did
recall that Sekulow said to limit the information 1 to keep on message,
things were going to be fine, they were all in this together, and to stay
on course. Cohen 1 s impression was that Sekulow was embracing him, because
Cohen knew Sekulow was speaking to
about the letter as well. Cohen
understood from his conversations with Sekulow that he should keep the

c:::J

b6

b?C

b6
b7C

b6

b7C
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statements short and tight. The message was that the deal did not happen,
Trump had nothing to do with it 1 and there was nothing to see there. Cohen
talked to Sekulow "all the time" and they talked a lot about the
investigation.

Cohen said a lot of the information in the letter came from the documents
provided by Trump Orq. Cohen and Sekulow did not have a conversation about
the disconnect between the facts and the content of the letter. Their
discussion was more about staying on message, not on specifics. Sekulow
told Cohen to keep it short and that that the investiqation was not qoing
anywhere. Cohen did not tell Sekulow specifically that there were more
than just three meetings about Trump Tower Moscow between himself and
Trump, but did tell Sekulow that there was more to the story. Sekulow told
Cohen to keep the letter tight and the extra detail was not needed. Cohen
understood the letter was passed around to people in the drafting phase.

c::J:

Cohen told
while the letter was being drafted that he had received a
call back from Peskovt s office and did not restrict
ability to
share that information in the JOA. Cohen believed Sekulow knew everything
knew~ Sekulow and
we:re running the show at that time. Sekulow
was also dealing with Futerfas and Garten, who knew a lot.

c:::::::J

c::::I

b6
b7C

c::J

c:J

When Cohen and
rece.i ved the documents from Trump Org, they sat down
together and went through them. Cohen was not sure if the documents showed
that Poliakova had called Cohen back after he reached out. Cohen recalled
having a conversation with
in which he told
that he got a call
back from a woman after he reached out to the Kremlin and was told that if
there was more interest on their end, Peskov or someone would call him
back. Cohen told
that no one ever called him back after that call.
They ultimately decided to leave that part out of it. Cohen thought he
discussed the call as if Poliakova was a low level employee.

b6
b7C

r:::::J

c::J:

c::J

r:::::J

Cohen did not tell
he was uncomfortable with the letter. Cohen was
just part of the team. He answered the questions in a concise matter and
stayed on message.

c::J:

Cohen thought
drafted the first version of the letter to Congress
about Trump Tower Moscow, based off of notes Cohen provided to
him.
Cohen's notes were generated from his memory_, and he had nothing to
refresh his recollection when he wrote the notes.
wrote a letter of
his own and incorporated some of Cohenfs stuff.

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

c::::I

Cohen reviewed the August 28, 2017 letter to Congress, in particular the
statement "do not recall any response to my email. ti Cohen said that line
made it into the letter_, even though he had received a call back, because
he did not recall who the woman was 1 and there was no follow up after that
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call. Cohen did not recall whether he spoke to c::::Jabout that specific
line. Cohen tried to keep everything short and simple and it was

b6
b7C

ultimately decided that part was not rele~,.rant for the purpose of the
letter.

[Agent note: Cohen stated he would like the opportunity to review
additional documents in the possession of his attorney before further
discussions about the August 28, 2017 letter.]
Cohen reviewed a document Bates stamped MDC-H-000690, an email dated 1/14
/2016 to email address info@prpress.gov.ru, with subject line Trump Tower~
Moscow. After the call back from Poliakova in Peskov's office, Cohen told
Felix Sater about the call. Cohen relayed that he had a lengthy call with
Peskov 1 s office and that the woman he spoke to had a lot of questions and
that they were in tune with the project. Up to that point, Cohen had
questioned Sater's integrity. Cohen did not mention Sater to Poliakova,
but did mention IC Expert. Sater used the call back from Poliakova as a
way to continue the conversation and keep the project alive.
Cohen reviewed a document Bates stamped FSOOOll, which showed text
messages between himself and Sater. Text message #56, from Sater to Cohen,
dated 1/21/2016 said 0 Itls about Putin they called today.n Cohen did not
know who "they" was in the text message. Sater may have gotten a call from
someone, but Cohen did not know from who.
Cohen did not recall telling anyone ln Trump Org specifically about the
call with Poliakova. The only person Cohen would have told was Trump. HeLhought he would trnve sald iL jusl was nol going anywhere yet, and Trump
said to keep him posted. Cohen recalled he told Trump that he spoke to
someone administrative who asked a ton of questions and was very
professional. Cohen remembered he said he wished they had someone that
good working for them. Trump and Cohen had a short conversation, and Cohen
did not relay the sum and substance of the call with Poliakova.

UNGA 2015
Cohen recalled that in 2015, the news reported that [former President
Barack] Obama refused to meet with [Russian President Vladimir] Putin at
UNGA [United Nations General Assembly}. Trump said it was stupid of Obama
to say that. (Trump had said many times he thought he t.vould get along with
Putin.) After Trump's comment, Cohen told him that if Trump wanted, Cohen
could reach out to Putin's office and try to arrange a meeting between the
two of them. Cohen suggested it would be funny for the two men to meet at
Trump Tower and have a burger. Trump agreed it was a good idea, and would
be funny, and to go ahead and reach out.
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After that conversation, Cohen went on Hannity's show and said publicly
that Trump may meet with Putin. After Cohen went on Hann.ity's show,

Trump

asked a handful of times for updates.
Cohen did a google search for a phone number and called it from his
office, but he was not sure if he used his office phone or his cell phone.
Cohen called the Kremlin and spoke to a woman about the idea of Putin and
Trump meeting. The woman that answered said she would speak to a
supervisor and get back to him. She mentioned the name Sergei Ivanov and
said he should reach out to Ambassador Kislyak. Cohen asked for the
womanls email address and sent his contact information to her by sending
her an email with his signature block. Cohen recalled her email address
had .ru at the end, but was not sure if it was gov.ru.
When he did not hear back after that first call, Cohen reached out again,
using the same number, and spoke to the same woman. He thought the second
call was two or three days before Putin was supposed to arrive for UNGA.
The woman told him it would not follow protocol for Putin to meet with
Trump, and Cohen relayed that message to Trump~
Cohen was shown documents reflecting telephone calls from his cell phone
number,.__ _ _ _ __, to the telephone numbers and dates of connection
listed below. Cohen was also provided an opportunity to review his
telephone contacts for the numbers.

b6
b7C

9/28/2015:
11/17/2015: ' - - - - - - - - ~
1/6/2016:...__ _ _ _ _ ___,
6/9/2017:.__ _ _ _ _ _~

After reviewing his telephone directory, Cohen stated none of the numbers
were in his contacts and he did not know who the calls were to.
Cohen affirmed that it was false when he previously said he never
discussed the idea of the Putin lunch with Trump.

Miss Universe 2013
Cohen, Trump, a n d ~ - - - - - - - ~ were all members of the Miss Uni verse
Pageant Board that decided on the location of the Miss Universe Pageant in
Moscow in 2013. There were also three people on the board from NBC, plus
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pageant in Moscow.
Cohen was not aware of any interest on the part of Trump to meet with
Russian government officials during the pageant. Cohen was not aware of
outreach to various government officials. Cohen was under the impression
Putin would attend the pageant. Cohen had that impression because the
pageant was happening in Putin's "backyardn and also because he had a
conversation with Trump in which Trump wondered aloud if Putin was going
to show up. Cohen recalled Putin sent Trump a nice letter, but Cohen had
never seen it. He had heard general mentions of the letter in
conversations in Trump's office.
Trump was unhappy with the ratings the Miss Universe pageant got that
year. Because of the time zone difference, the winner was announced in the
United States before people woke up, and no one wanted to watch the
pageant on TV.
Cohen did not attend the Miss Universe 2013 pageant.
Relationship with Felix Sater
Cohen met Sater when he was around fifteen years old.
It was not true
that they grew up together, but accurate to say they went to the same
clubs with the same groups of girls. Cohen grew up in Long Island, not
Brooklyn. Cohen and Sater were re-acquainted at the backyard barbecue of a
mutunl friend. When Sater was involved in Trump SoHo, Cohen snw more of
him around, but Cohen was not himself in the Trump Org at that time. Prior
to the Trump Tower Moscow project, Cohen and Sater had not worked together
on a real estate deal that got all the way to signing an LOI.
The Trump Tower Moscow project was Sater 1 s project, not Cohenfs project.
Sater needed Cohen to advance the project. Sater had done two other
projects with Trump Org before Trump Tower Moscow - Trump SoHo and a
property in Fort Lauderdale. Trump SoHo was a success, but while the
property in Fort Lauderdale was built, it was not Trump branded.

Sater had a way of getting deals done. He was a sort of conduit between
developers, land owners, and realtors. If Trump Tower Moscow worked out,
there would be a huge pay day for both Sater and Cohen, but Sater was
concerned he would get pushed out because he had bad blood with Garten,
Trump, Ivanka Trump, and Donald Trump, ,Jr. Sater needed Cohen ls help to
navigate.
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Cohen told Sater repeatedly they needed a piece of property to build on
before they could go forward. Trump and the Trump children all wanted to
know about it. None of the Trump children was assigned to the project
because there was not a full deal in place.
Cohen said Trump Tower Moscow would be a multi~year project that he would
spearhead. Cohen was hopeful it would work out, but not optimistic. Sater
had said he had high level connections in Russia, but Cohen had no other
evidence of it~ Sater threw out the names of Putin's people, like Ivanov,
just to keep you interested. Sater told Cohen that he was the one that
arranged for Ivanka Trump to sit in Putin's chair in the Kremlin.
Cohen was not aware of whether or not Sater and Sergei Millian had a
relationship.

Sergei Millian
Cohen reviewed a document that listed a series of Linkedin messages from
Sergei Millian to Cohen. Cohen did not recall ever seeing the messages.
Cohen added Millian told him in 2016 that he was involved with the Russian
American Chamber of Commerce. Other than their communications in 2016,
Cohen recalled no other communications.
Cohen did not recall the messages from Millian in 2016 in which Millian
stated he wanted to be on the foreign policy advisor team. Cohen did
recall Millian mentioned in one of their initial phone conversations a
desire to be on the team, and Cohen told l'hllian to call the campaign.
Cohen thought some of the things Millian said did not make sense~ Cohen
asked Millian who he was and why he spoke on behalf of Trump. Cohen told
Millian to stop speaking on behalf of Trump.
Millian said he worked at
Trump fort Lauderdale, but ~ - - - - ~ t o l d Cohen that Millian never
worked there.

b6
b7C

Cohen did not recall ever responding to messages on Linkedin. He has
11,000 contacts on Linkedin. Cohen assumed, but did not know for sure,
that Millian emailed him because the Linkedin messages did not work. Cohen
finally told Millian to stop contacting him and to stop using Trump's
name.
Cohen's email address is quite available to the public.
b6
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Cohen met
a month before the
Inauouration, around December. +-----'-w"'ia.s having dinner with
who is from
and is also friends with Cohen.

c=
L__j

LJ

I

introduced Cohen and

significant discussions when he met
introduction.

I

Cohen recalled there were no
and it was just an

I

Cohen and
met a few times after. The two discussed~---~
attending the Inauguration, for which----~ bought two tickets. Cohen
and~---jtalked about doing some business together post-Inauguration,
whlch wa.8 fueled by.___ ___, .;since he made the inL,..r_·o_d_u_c_·t_i_o_r_1._.__ _ _ _.,...,
~----'!Columbus [Nova], had invested in some of

l,6

The pitch was to assist in Columbus Novats infrastructure fund.
c:::] invests in several different areas. At the time, there were
discussions of significant foreign investment interest dedicated to U.S.
infrastructure. Trump ran around the world claiming he received assurances
of $250 Billion investment from places like Saudi Arabia and China. The
infrastructure fund's purpose was to capitalize off of some of that
investment. Infrastructure development requires two things, concrete and

l,6

b7C

1..I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . . ,
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~--~ would

buy or create a rebar manufacturer. Cohen knew there were two things you
could not build without concrete and rebar: airports and roads. Most of
the rebar in the U.S. is brought in from China. Cohen thought.___ _ _ __,
fund had a good track record, so it made sense to assist in bringing it
foreign investment.

___

_, Cohen did not provide any non-public
In Cohen's discussions with ._
information. Cohen was not selling non-public information. Cohen could
a s s i s t ' - - - - - ' because Cohen understood Trump and what Trump was lookinq
for.

b6
b?C

b6
b?C

Essential Consultants
Cohen's work as Essential Consultants was in a consultant and advisory
role specific to whatever the company he was working with needed. In the
run up to the 2016 election, Cohen estimated one thousand people were
hired in Washington, D.C., all of whom had relationships with Hillary
Clinton. After Clinton lost the election, those one thousand people were
out of jobs because none understood Trump. Cohen was outside the
administration, he knew Trump, and he had made television appearances
related to his relationship with Trump, so Cohen was a perfect fit to
assist companies. Cohen worked with five or six companies.

Novartis
Cohen gave the example of Novartis, a pharmaceutical company. Cohen knew
at the time that Trump wanted to create jobs. Cohen rcseurched on his own,
and saw that there was no U.S.-based manufacturing of antibiotics. So,
Cohen recommended to Novartis to build a manufacturing plant in the U.S.
Cohen also knew from his work with the RNC where the "purple" states were.
Cohen recommended Novartis build an antibiotic manufacturing plant in a
purple state. This would please Trump, making Novartis look like a hero to
Trump. This idea was all based on Cohen's knowledge of Trump and the U.S.
map .in terms of red/blue/purple states.

D

Trump hates the fact that pharmaceuticals cost so much. Cohen told
that if there was not a drastic reduction in
pricing, then he was wasting his time. Trump's agenda was all about
reducing the pr.ice on drugs, not increasing.

b6
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Cohen did receive talking points, 11 talkers, 11 about drug pricing from
Novartis that he was supposed to take to Trump. However Cohen did not
recall the topic coming up in conversation with the President.
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Cohen had insight into Trump nobody else had, other than maybe Trump's
adult children. Cohen did not tell Trump what he was doing as a
consultant, because it did not come up. Cohen also thought Trump did not

care what Cohen was doing. Cohen may have told people at the Trump Org
that he was working as an advisor for some companies.

Trump is an anomaly. Cohen said a company could make more money spending
one minute with a person who knows Trump than spending 365 days with an
expert in the field. Cohen understood Trump.
Cohen did not tell Trump he was selling advice
was consulting or advising. Cohen did not have
at the Trump Org because he was busy trying to
possible Cohen mentioned his selling advice to

on how Trump thinks. Cohen
a lot of contact with folks
set up his own shop. It is
Trump Jr. at a dinner.

Cohen was not selling contacts or introductions. Cohen did have contacts
on the inside, like,__ _ _ _ _ _~ and Kellyanne Conway, whom Cohen
brouqht into the campaign. Cohen also k n e w ' - - - - - ~ - - ' A couple of
years ago,
had outreach to OPIC [Overseas Private Investment
Corporation}. Cohen asked
jif they had received,__ _ __,
request. Cohen was looking to have
request moved to the top of
the pile, not for a rubber stamp.

I

I

I

I

b6
b7C

I

Cohen did not know what Trump knew, so he did not know if Trump knew the
nature of Cohen's consulting shop, but Cohen did not discuss it with
Trump~ Conversations with Trump 1 s adult children did not indicate to Cohen
that Trump knew what Essential Consultants was about.

Yamo
Cohen recalled.__ _ _.., was investing in a company called Yamo, which was
a pharmaceutical company that had a promising experimental autism drug
going into Stage II with the FDA~'-----' was looking for investors and
to build relationships around the company. Cohen put
in touch

b6
b7C

with'--~----~-------------------~---~---'
Cohen a n d - - - - - - sit on cl board togelher, so coriea p u t - - - - ~ in
touch with him as well.
KAI

Cohen recalled KAI, Korean Aerospace Industries, was attempting to develop
a footprint in the Middle East. "The Middle East" had already bought
Raptor training planes years before Trump was elected. Also, Cohen had
represented j
Cohen put.__ _ _ _ _ ___,
KAI in touch withj
jfor a deal on parts distribution for K~I.

I

b6
b7C
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Cohen stated that this entire deal had nothing to do with the United
States.

FrutaPOP
Cohen recalled the deal with FrutaPOP, which was created by a friend of
Cohen's from college. The company makes ice pops infused with less than 5
alcohol. Cohen does not drink alcohol, but recalled that,.....1_ _ _ _-,._ _ _j
c:::=:::J "chewed them up.u Cohen had a relationship with!
so
Cohen knew how valuable these pops could be for the casino and hotel
business. They would be easy to store and distribute quickly, unlike
regular cocktails. Cohen had a buddy named
{NFI) who could make a
machine to mass produce the pops. At the time FrutaPOP was making the ice
pops in small batches, which was inefficient. Cohen wanted,__ _ _ __,
investment to help purchase the machinery.

b6
b7C

I

r::::::J

Lobbying
Cohen did not recall any indication that someone specifically directed
these business opportunities to Cohen. Cohen was not lobbying and was not
working government relations. Cohen wrote into his contracts that he
specifically would not lobby.
Before the inauguration, Cohen told Trump he_would not lobby. When the two
sat down to discuss Cohenrs title as Trump's
,rsonal attorney, Cohen said
he was not going to lobby and not going to do government relations. Cohen
they left the campaign,
recalled that Trump asked everyone that
transition, or administration, to not bee e u lobbyist. Trump mndc Cohen
sign papers that said he would not lobby for three or five years after
leaving Trump Org. Cohen told Trump he would not lobby as a response to
Trump asking Cohen not to do so.

wln

There was a company that produces artificial turf that wanted Cohen to
lobby. China produces turf at a fraction of the cost of production in the
U.S. This group wanted Cohen to use his access to lobby, but Cohen said
no. This is why Cohen had a relationship with Squire Patton Boggs; it
allowed Cohen to refer groups like this to the company tor lobbying. In
this instance, Cohen put them in touch with~_ _ _ _ __,

b6
b7C

Cohen was not concerned about Trump finding out about what Cohen was doing
as Essential Consultants, even though there is a lot of overlap between
consulting and lobbying. Cohen was not taking the needs of these companies
to Washington, D.C. or to the head of the E'DA. Cohen would tell them where
to open a new factory, so it was helpful to the RNC and would make Trump
happy.
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after he
Cohen became aware that~----------------~ was
met I
I but before they started working together. Cohen met
.--~---lrb~efore the Inauguration~ Prior to this 1 Cohen only knew
I bv name. Cohen k n e w , - - - - - - - - - - ' - - - - - - ' ' - - - - - - - I
I cohen stated that I
I
I but Cohen did not know

anything specific about I,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~I
b6
b7C

Cohen was shown an email from January 10, 2017 with the subject line
"About us/ Russian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs.u Cohen said
the email did not jog a memory of the conversation with,__ _ _ __,
Cohen recalled that ,__ _ _~requested to meet Trump, but he did not
remember whether they met or not

.I

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

Cohen does not recall if Trump was available. It was common for people to
want to stop ln and meet Trump.

Cohen recalled discussing ..__ ___, purchasing two tickets for the
Inauguration and that one ticket was for himself and he intended to bring
used to work for

b6
b7C

'--------------------,.-----,,-----,.---.....,was
originally a significant investor in.__ _ _ _~company . ..__ _

__,has

stepped away from '------~company over the years creating his own
fund with other investors outside of

'-----~

~ - - ~ wanted Cohen to join Essential Consultants to use his contacts to
help raise ca,.:p_i_·t_a_l_._._ _ _ _
o_u~treach to Cohen was on his own and not
connected
jdid not need Cohen to raise capital from

b6
b7C

Cohen had no contact wit,.h~-------,' separate and apart from his work with
,__ _ __, Cohen went to.__ _,__-~o_f_f_i_·c_.e,. once with...,__ _ _ _......c_o_h_e_n_ ___,
recalled discussing a deal cf
involving

b6
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1----"T""f,..r_o_m_B_T_A_B_a_n...,k,-t"h_r_o_u_g...,h....,..--------_.-c_'o_h_e_.. n__,k::: ~ k Cohen
for anything, Cohen just happen~e_d_t_o_m_e_n_t_i~'o_n_h_e_k_n_e_w_,.~---_-_•_-_-_-_-,~and said he
was a good guy.
Cohen did not know how that topic came up, they talked about a dozen other

things too. '----~and Cohen may have talked about ' - - - - - - - ~ w h e n

b6

,.__ ___, asked Cohen to meet,__ _ _ __,

b7C

Cohen met ,.__ _ _.J,..;a:.:f:.:t:.ae:..a,r the inauguration, around March 2017 when he
showed up at
home. Cohen did not know
would be there .
.__ _ __, was trying to,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~ but Cohen did

b6
b7C

not think that deal went further.
Cohen was in Kazakhstan working on a Trump Tower project with Giorgi
Ritzkilhadze. While there, Cohen,-m_e_t_._!_ _"T""_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.

I

b6
b?C

j Cohen gave!
his business card and after
~r_e_a_d_i_n_g_i_t....,..l_ _ _ __,__,I stormed out of the room. A few minutes later, c::J

r7
~i==
____

returned and asked Cohen if he was related to Sacha Baron Cohen
_.lwas really angry. [AGENT NOTE: Sacha Baron Cohen played the
character Borat_, who is supposed to be from Kazakhstan]

After the election, Cohen had no meetings or contemplation of securing

Russian Investment money with ,__ _ __.or.__ _ _ __, Cohen was not

b6
b?C

approached for Russian Investment.
Anthony Scaram.ucci

Anthony Scara.muccl wanted help with raising capital, and his name

recognition was similar to Cohen f s at the time~ .___ _ _ __, and c:=:J
all wanted a piece of the infrastructure funds. Cohen was a natural
fit.

c::::J

b6

b?C

Cohen's discussions with Scaramucci occurred after the inauguration. Cohen
was friends with Scaramucci from before; Cohen brought Scaramucci onto the
Trump Campaign~ Trump beat up :3caramucci on the campaign. Lots of
Scaramucci's investors were from when Scaramucci was supporting Jeb Bush.
' - - - - - - - - - - ~ (ph) had a relationship to Trump Jr., so they could
not go to Scaramucci, so they went to Cohen instead.

b6
b7C

There was no actual capital raising with Scaramucci that Cohen could
recall.
b6
b7C
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Cohen met I
in Washington,

j at an RNC Event at the Trump International Hotel

DC.

LJ b r o u g h t , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,

b6

b7C

with her. This event was the first time Cohen had seen Trump in a while,
and Trump singled Cohen out during his remarks.
Cohen raised a ton of
money for Trump. Trump said he missed Cohen
it was a heartfelt shoutout. Trump ts comments made
approach Cohen and bring
with her. She introduced the individuals a s ' " ! - - - - - - - - - <

I

D

~ - - - - ~ - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ Cohen stayed in
touch with
for an °easy check," for easy fundraising.
b6

b7C

Cohen had a preexisting relationship w i t h ~ - - - - - ~ from years before.
Cohen was on the Board of Columbia Grammar and Preparatory School.

~--~The school always had a gap between the money brought in through
fundraising and the amount needed for their 117 5cholarship students.
Cohen approached~---~ for fundraising for the school. During the
campaign, multiple people, including Cohen, reached out to(
donation for the RNC. Cohen has had no other contact with
than for the school.

I

I

for a
lother

b6

b7C

throu h Trum
.__ _ _ _..........,,__ _ _ _ _ ___, become close Lo Cohen and ...,__ _ ___._-'c..,o,hen

many times in Trumprs office. Trump tasked
Cohen introduced

to

with

who was an
Cohen 11 fundraised the

~---◊-u_t_o_f--r1..-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_;-c-o_h_e_n_d_i_d_n_o_t_t_1a_v_e_a~busine ss relationship with

~ - - - - ~ they were friends.

Ukrainian Peace Plan
Cohen recalled no other Ukrainian "Peace Plans" during the transition or
shortly after the inauguration, other than the one previously discussed
.involving .__ _,.._ _ _ _ __._a_n_d_F_e_,l..,ix Sater. Cohen was not contacted by
an

one throu h

is a U.S. Citizen.___ _ _ _ _ _ _~

b6

b7C

Mo:neyGram
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b6
b7C

transfer was rejected the first time he tried, so he went
to another MoneyGram location and was able to send the funds.
Misc

In a prior interview with the FBI, Cohen stated he witnessed something
involving the Inauguration he wanted to discuss but there may be privilege
issues preventing him from discussing it. [Cohen's attorney Guy Petrillo
said he was unsure if they had worked through all privilege issues.] Cohen
did not know this information from any source independent of the potential
privileged source.
Cohen did not recall the name

b6
b7C

~-----~
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Michael D~ Cohen was telephonically interviewed by representatives of
the Special Counsel 1 s Office. Cohen was joined
Lanny
Davis, and,__ _ _ _ _ __. members of his legal team. Present for the
interview from the
wern FRT Special Agent[
FBI
Intelligence Analyst
Senior Counselor to the Special
Counsel James L. Quarles, Senior Assistant Special Counsel (SASC) Andrew
Goldstein, SASC Jeannie Rhee, Counselor to the Special Counsel Michael
Dreeben, and Assistant Special Counsel Elizabeth Prelogar. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the
interview, Cohen provided the following information:

I

byl

slo

I

I

b6
b7C

Cohen was reminded that he was required to be truthful and that
providing deliberately false information could be a crime, which he
acknowledged.
Trump Tower Moscow:
Cohen recalled two occasions during the campaign in which he raised
traveling to Russia, once in December 2015 and again in spring 2016. In
approximately mid-December 2015, Felix Sater asked Cohen for copies of
Cohenls and (then candidate) Donald Trump's passports. Cohen asked Rhona
Graff for Trump's passport, but did not get it. He sent Sater a copy of
his own passport, however~ Cohen was not 100 sure, but he thought he
spoke to Corey Lewandowski about traveling to Russia in December. Cohen
recalled that he also talked to Dave Bossie about scheduling, and Bossie
indicated there were dates on the schedule that were available, but that
things were filling up fast. Cohen believed he spoke to Lewandowski and
Bossie about travel to Russia in December, rather than in the spring of
2016, because by spring 2016, there were not as many dates available for
travel because the campaign had progressed. Cohen was not certain of the
timing of his discussions with Lewandowski and Bossie.
Cohen did not recall speaking to anyone other than Trump about
potential travel to Russin in the spring of 2016 for the St. Petersburg
Economic Forum. He thought he probably talked to someone in the campaign
about it, but did not have a specific recollection.
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In June or July 2016, in a brief conversation, Cohen told Trump that
the Trump Tower Moscow project was going nowhere and he had gotten nothing

to indicate that the development company had a piece of property on which
to build. Trump told Cohen it was "too bad" and they essentially stopped
talking about it after that. Cohen believed the Trump Tower Moscow project
was not formally ended until December 2016, when he believed the Trump
Organization terminated it and other "licensee opportunity" projects.
Cohf'!.n t.hought Alnn GFJrt:en sent out A form l0tter termi_nnting thr? project,
but he did not actually ever see it. Cohen never verified that the letter
went out. Cohen did not talk to Trump about the termination of the Trump
Tower Moscow project. Trump did not tell Cohen that he {Trump) decided to
end the project or that Cohen should stop pursuing it.

Cohen noted that he found it "interesting" that prior to the point in
time when they stopped talking about Trump Tower Moscow, Trump would
publicly state that he had nothing to do with Russia and shortly after
turn to Cohen to ask what wa.s going on with Russia.
Cohen did not recall whether Sater had any involvement in drafting the
statement about Trump Tower Moscow that Cohen submitted to Congress. He
thought it would be odd that Sater would have been included on the email,
rather than Sater's attorney, - - - - - - ~ C o h e n did not recall speaking
to Sater before his congressional testimony.

b6
b7C

Statements Regarding Trump/Putin Meeting at UNGA:

Cohen made a conscious decision to keep Trump out of the narrative
about his attempt to set up a meeting between Trump and Putin during the
UN General Assembly. Cohen told Jay Sekulow the whole story about his
attempt to set up a meeting between Putin and Trump, and Trump's role in
it, and they talked about keeping Trump out of the narrative. When Cohen
wa.s drafting his statement to Congress regarding Trump Tower Moscow,
Sekulow said the story was not relevant and not to include it.
Cohen did
not recall discussing with Sekulow what to say if the topic came up in his
actual testimony.
Cohen did not recall his exact testimony to SSCI [Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence] regarding the UN General Assembly meeting.
[Agent note; Cohen's attorney reminded him that they had recently
clarified to the committee the details of Cohen's attempts to schedule the
meeting during the UN General Assembly, and had explained that Cohen and
Trump had conversations about it, contrary to Cohen's initial
congressional testimony.]
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Cohen knew he was supposed to stay on message and be a loyal soldier
for Trump. It was ingrained in all of them to say that there were no
deals, no money, no Russia, no collusion, it was a witch hunt. Cohen said
"I know what the President is saying when he looks at you and says lno
Russia, no collusion, this is all going away, and itls a witch hunt.'"

Discussions with President Trump;
Cohen and Sekulow met with Trump in the White House on May 18, 2017,
after Cohen had received an invitation from Congress to be interviewed.
Cohen 1 acting on the advice of Sekulow, had told the committee that he
declined their invitation but then later received a subpoena to appear. In
their discussions that day, the President told Cohen to cooperate and that
there was nothing there, there was no Russia, and no collusion.
Pardons
did not come up in that conversation.

At some point, Cohen and Sekulow discussed the concept of pre-pardons
on a phone call. Cohen thought it was around the time Trump said he could
put an end to the investigations and shut them all down. They discussed
the idea of pre-pardoning, that is, to pardon everyone so that no one had
to comply with anything. Cohen said that they learned that doing so would
actually result in people having to cooperate with everything and that the
blanket immunity provided by a pre-pardon meant people would not even have
the right to take the Fifth.
Cohen did not directly ask Trump for a pardon. However, some time
shortly after the point at which Cohen retained!
his
attorney 1 Cohen and Sekulow discussed pardons. Cohen thought that around
then, Trump was always 11 dangling" pardons and talking about {former
National Security Advisor) Mike Flynn and (former Trump campaign mrnager
Paul Manafort. When Trump discussed pardons in public, Cohen asked
to
contact Rudy Giuliani and Sekulow to ask what was going on with pardons,
and the word back was that they were not talking about pardons for anyone
at that time. Cohen took it as a "not now," not that it would never
happen. Cohen did not recall Sekulow ever having told him he would not get
a pardon. Cohen was left with the impression that Trump was going to take
care of everyone and everything.

las
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After the raids on his home and office, Cohen reached out to Sekulow
directly and the topic of pardons came up. Sekulow did not say it would
not happen. Sekulow said to stay on message, there was no Russia, no
collusion, it was a witch hunt, and everyone would be fine. Cohen thought
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he would get a pardon or Trump would do "something else" that would make
things okay for him. Cohen thought 11 something else 11 could have been
something like shutting down the Special Counsel's Office.

Shortly after the raids at Cohen's home and office, Cohen and Trump
spoke on the phone. Before his phones were taken away, Cohen aske,_d~f~o~r--~
access to them and copied four telephone numbers. One of them
who managed Trump's schedule. Cohen called to let her know
,_a~b_o_u_t_t~h-e-s~earches so she could tell Trump and he would not have to see it
on TV. Cohen gavel
~is wife's c~ll phone number. Cohen thought
he bought a new cell phone the next day.

wasl~---~

Trump called Cohen a few days after the raids either on his cell phoner
which he provided as.__ _ _ _ ___.or on his wifets cell phone.
Cohen had
a new phone by then, so he could have received the call on his own
phone.
Trump told Cohen to "hang in theren and said the raids must have
been rough and Cohen should "stay strong.H Trump told Cohen that the whole
thing was a witch hunt. They did not talk about pardons on that call.
Cohen has never talked directly to Trump about pardons. Cohen added that
he has talked to Trump when Trump was using another person's phone, such
as Hope Hicks, Keith Schiller, and on at least one occasion,!

.____~I

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

.________.

Cohen did not discuss pardons with Trump or his legal team after his
(Cohen's} interview with George Stephanopolous in July 2018. The only
person Cohen talked to about pardons around then was Robert
Costello. Costello never told Cohen that Cohen would not get a pardon.
Costello mainly talked about his own importance and his relationship with
Rudy Giuliani. Costello made it sound like it was always an option to get
a pardon. Costello was very angry when Cohen hired Guy Petrillo as his
attorney.
Trump Organization Role in Cohents Legal Expenses:
Cohen said that when he first received document requests and subpoenas
for things related to Trump Tower Moscow, it seemed to him that he was
doing work in furtherance of the Trump Organization's interests, and
believed that the Trump Organization should pay his legal fees.
After the raids at his hore and office, lour million documents were
seized that required review.~--------1.aw firm, McDermott Will &
Emery, was the only one in the joint defense agreement {JOA) with the

b6
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capacity to host all of the documents so they could be shared among the
members of the JOA. Cohen thought that the deal was thatj
l1aw firm
would house the documents and coordinate the sharing.

b6
b7C

About a month and a half to two months after the raids,LJtold Cohen

that he had not been paid and his firm was giving him a hard time about
it~ Cohen learned that the Trump Organization had paid some, but not all,
of the bills they owed. The bills really started to pile up, between the
privilege review, the Relativity system, and the personnel needed to work
on everything.

b6

LJthought the Trump Organization stiffed McDermott Willi Emery, and
asked Cohen to help with Alan Garten and others in the JDA. Cohen
contacted Garten, who said they would not leave him high and dry.

b6
b7C

b7C

Cohen said that at some point while he was participating in the JDA,
and a 1ot of people had access to the documents, a lot of his own personal
information was leaked to the press.

Administrative:
The original notes will be maintained in the lA section of the case file~
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Sarah Huckabee Sanders was interviewed at the Special Counsel 1 s Office,
located at 395 E Street Southwest, Washington, D.C. Also present were her
attorneys,
from Quinn Emanuel Ur uhart &
Sullivan. participating in the interview were FBI S ecial A ent
FBI Intelligence Analyst.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___, Senior
Counselor to the Special Counsel James L. Quarles III 1 and Senior
Assistant Special Counsel Andrew D. Goldstein. After being advised of the
identity of the interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview,
Sanders provided the following information:

I

I

I

I
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Per DOJ/OIP

Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

FBI Director James Corney termination:
bS Per DOJ /OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

1--------------.--th_e_P_r_e_s_i_d_e_n_t_e_x_p_r_e_s_s_e_d_d_i_s_p_l_e_a_s_u_r_e_t_h_a_t_h_i_s_t_.eam
was not out defending his decision in the media•

I

I

~---------------------------b-5~r

=1"•

bS Per DO.J /or~
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b5 Per DOJ/O!P

I
b5 Per DOJ/O!P

Sanders described her comment

about the rank-and-file of t h e . _ F
_ B _lost
I--~
- - - - - - ~in
- - Corney
~---having
confidence
assomething she said "in the heat of the momenta that was not really founded

in anything. I
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b5 Per DOJ/OII?

b5 l?er DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

she said "Look,.
we've heard from countless members of the FBI that say very different
things."
Sanders said that her use of the word "countless" was a slip of

.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,j

the tongue

I

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

After the briefing,
her she had done a

the President told

ood 'ob.

The President did not tell her
'"s_h_e_h_a_o_'_q_o_t_t_e_n_a_n_y_t_h_i""'n_g_w_r_o_n_g_a_f_t_e-.r-t-.h-e_p..,ress briefing that day.
b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

June 2017 comments about terminating the Special Counsel:
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

._,_..,...,._ ___,lshe asked the President for a response directly before speaking
to the press on Air Force One~ The answer she gave the press 1s the
answer the President gave her.
bS Per DOJ/OIP
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June 9, 2016 Trump Tower meeting and July 2017 media coverage:
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

Sanders was provided a copy of the transcript from her August 1, 2017
press briefing (not Bates stamped) in which she said, \\the President
weighed in, as any father would, based on the limited information he had"
and "he certainly didn't dictate" the statement. She talked to the
President immediately before the press briefing and distinctly remembered
he said he "weighed in, as any father would."
bS Per DOJ/OIP

-----------------------

Sanders said when she asked
the President questions before doing a press briefing, he knew she
intended to tell the press what he said.
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ /OIP
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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b7A

I

b?B per DOJ/OIP
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Deputy Counsel to the President, Ottam Dhillon, was interviewed in FBI

I_____.
(202)
538-8000, ..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _..,....,.._..,.._ __,&~I-~------~---~'

b6

office space in Washin ton, D. C. He was accompanied by attorneys ...
..__ _ _~&
of Quinn, Emanuel, Urquhart & Sullivan LLP,

C:J

j

Also present and participating were SSAI

I Senior

b7C

jand SA

Counselor to tl~,e_S_p_e_c--"'"ia--"'"1_c_o_u~nsel James L.
Quarles; and Senior Assistant Special Counsel Andrew D. Goldstein. After
being advised of the potential criminal consequences of lying to the FBI
under 18 U.S.C 1001 1 Dhillon provided the following information:
bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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Di.strict Of Columbia, United State,5

(In Person/

Ftfcr-#"'===========l========;-----------Datcdr,iflcd

11/28/2017
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11/21/2017
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Wa.shington,
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DOJ/Oil?
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b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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bS Per DOJ/CIP
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Corney anyway. 11 Dhillon and other WHCO attorneys had previously cautioned
the President not to directly contact FBI Director James Corney. I
I

b6
b7C

WHCO attorneys previously told the President it was unwise to contact the
FBI Director directly because it could create a oerceotion he was
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DOJ/OIP
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o conduct legal research on whether the
-P-I-_e_s_i_e_n__n_e_e_e__c_a_u_s_e_t_o_"'ire the FBI Director.
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bS Per DOJ/OIP

I
b5 Per OOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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I

the President announced in an irreversible way that b5 Per DOJ/OIP

was firing Come:.i/.

I

,-T_h_e_P_r_e_s_i_d_e_n_t_b_e..
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b5 Per DOJ/Oil?

bS Per DOJ /OIP

~---~McGahn saying they should include Rosenstein and Sessions in the

bS Per DOJ /CIP

b5 Per OOJ /OIP

b6
b7C

Sessions b5 Per DOJ/OIP
Rosenstein met with McGahn and Dhillon in McGahn's office after that first
in the oval Office*

I

Sessions agreed.
'rhe basis of their concern was largely Corney's handling
of the Clinton email investigation. j
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bS Per DOJ/OIP

b-5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

~------------------------1
McGahn tried to get
President to take out the part about the three times Corney told the

I
the

President he was not under investigation, but it seemed to be the most
important part of the letter to the President and he insisted on keeping
it in.
1
1
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b7C

bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/Oil?
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP
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bS Per DOJ/OIP

b-5 Per DOJ /OIP

'--------~-_.Rosenstein was upset about the false characterization
that the firing was his idea.I

In a conversation with Dhillon and McGahn the President said the
communications team could not get the story right, so he was going on
Lester Holt to say what really happened.
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D;itc of entry

ROMAN BEN IAMINOV,

dra;;_t:;.;e;_;o;;_f;_;b::.l;:;.,r;;_t;:,h'-'-';~--,-.,.,r-----"-""l""a:.;.c:.;.e.....o'if b i r t h ~ - - - - ~

,..__ _ _ _ __,__t_e_l_e~p_h_o_n_e.._,,-_ _ _ ___, emailL----r-------h_o_m_e_a_d_d_r_e_s_s_ __,
t - - - - - - - - - - - - , - J New Jersey, work address,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,
New Jersey, was interviewed at the Special
Counsel 1 s Office, Washington, D.C. Also present were BENI.Al-1INOV's

I

b6
b7C

I

attorneys,
Lee Anav Chung White Kim Ruger
& Richter L~L_P_,_9_9_"_!a_d_is_o_,_1_A_v_e_n_u_e_,_8_t_h_f_l_o~or, New York, New York, 10016,
telephone 212-·271-0664; Senior Assistant Special Counsel Jeannie Rhee;
Assistant Special Counsel L. Rush Atkinson; Supervisory Intelligence
A n a l y s t ~ - - - - - - ~ and Intelligence Analyst
j After
being advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of

I

the interview, BENIA.l"HNOV voluntarily provided the following information;

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OI!?

I
b5 !?er DOJ/OI!?
b6
b7C

lmcs!igallonon

01/06/2018

;it

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person)

Dai<drnOcd

01/06/2018
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I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS Pe r OOJ/OIP

I

I GOLDSTONE
primarily did "PR" work for EMIN in the United Statesj

b6
b7C

b5 Pe r DOJ/OIP

I BENIAMINOV was
source reporting indicating he had told KAVELADZE about
dirt on HILLARY CLINTON. BENIAMINOV does not know where the open source
askec! about open

information came from.

He does not recall if he made these statements
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Date ofcnl!y

08/21/2018

b6

(U) On 04/12/2018 and 04/13/2018 Special Agent (SA) L'------~--......~
Intelligence A n a l y s t ' - - - - - - - - - - - ' FBI Forensic Accountant
Senior Assistant Special Counsel Jeannie Rhee and Assistant

b7C

I~---~

c:::=:J

Special Counsel (ASC) L. Rush Atkinson interviewed,..__ _ _ _ _ __.
j at the Special Counsel's Office in Washington, DC. Also present
were
legal counsel \=====,--'and,..__ _ _ _ _~ ASC Atkinson
was not present on 4/13/2018 .
was admonished that the interview
was voluntary and that lying to an FBI Special Agent during the conduct of
an investigation has penalties under Federal statute. After being advised
of the identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview,
,..__ _ _~provided the following information:

!

~I____~!

._!_ _ _

__.I
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Washington,. District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Datcofcrttry

IKE THOMAS KAVELADZE, aka IRAI{LI KAVELADZE, date of ~b_i_r_t_h_!L----L--~
place of birth Republic of Georgia, home address
!home telephone ~,-......----,-c-e_l_l--~

I

c::::J

I

01/12/2018

telephone

I

j

b6
b7C

was interviewed at the Special Counsel's Office,

Washington, D.C. Also present were KAVELADZEfs attorneys,'------~ and
,__ _ _ _ _ ___,Herbert Smith Freehills New York LLP,

450 Lexington
Avenue, New York, New York 10011, telephone 917-542-7600; Senior Assistant
Special Counsel Jeannie Rhee; Assistant Special Counsel L. Rush Atkinson;

Supervisory Intelligence Analyst L---------' and Intelligence Analyst
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
agent and the nature of the interview, KAVELADZE provided the following
information:

L--------~

b5 Per DOJ /OIP

~--"""-"-""-"'-''-""-'"'-'-'"-"-='--'-.I.UL----'--'"==='-=-'-'-'='--'=""-'==-"'=.J...1.---------',

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
L-----------.....-----.-----------------'IKAVELADZE
became U~S~ citizen inL__j

b6
b?C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

!mcsligallonon

11/16/2017

;tt

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person)

Da!cdrnftc-d

11/16/2017

b3

b;

.....:========================:-'----

b6
b7C
b?E

'fl)is document comaios ncWtc1· rccommcitdttttons 11-0re0ndus1ons of the FBI. !t ls the propclty of the FBl and 1s loaned 10 ~i:mr agcnc:,: it .1nd its coNcnts me not
to be dist,•ib<,te<l outS<dc ;o,u· "gene;.
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b4

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b4

'------------------------------------b-',1,., oo,,o,e
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b?C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
On June 6,

2016, ARA.S called KAVELADZE and asked him to travel from

California to New York to take part in a meeting with someone from the
TRUMP ORGANIZATION. ARAS did not provide much information. During a second
call on June 6, 2016, AMS asked KAVELADZE if he knew anything about the
Magnitsky Act. KAVELADZE was familiar with it and ARAS sent him a 3 ~ 4
page synopsis of the meeting topics and the buslness card of NATALIYA
VESELNITSKAYA. ARAS said the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the
Magnitsky Act. KAVELADZE was supposed to act as a translator for the

FB!(19cv1278)-1269
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l~m. .e. . e. . ....t 1....· n__

g;.:__._.,1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_S_Per DOJ/OIP

--------------------------------;b[

.--

'-·------------------------~j they

1

with TRUMP,

JR.,

JARED KUSHNER,

and PAUL MANAFORT.

Per DOJ/OIP

would be meeting

KAVELADZE became

puzzled.
After seeing the list of Trump people, KAVELADZE
._c_a_l,_l,_e-d-,-R,-O"'t-,1AN,-.
,,,-B,-E"''N=IAl""M-,,,IN-,,'OV who advised that VESELNITSKAYA had negative

information on HILLARY CLINTON and that was the purpose of the meeting.

b5 Per OOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ /Oil?
I<A.VELADZE arrived in New York.__ _ _ _ __. on June 9, 2016.
VESELNITSKAYA pickedc:::Jfor lunch before the meeting. KAVELADZE arrived
first.

VESELNITSKAYA and ANATOL! SAMOCHORNOV arri,ledf

j

' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , KAVELADZ'-E-,-,b,-e_q_a_n_t_o_r_e_v--,-ie-'w the

10 -

12 oaqe synopsis provided by VESELNITSKAYA. I
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!The synopsis explained that BROWDER

I

I
bS Per DOJ /OIP

KUSHNER appeared to be aggravated and stressed. He was really upset and
said 1 nwhat are we doing here?" TRUMP, JR~ then asked, "Is there anything
you have on HILLARY?"!
I

,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.I GOLDSTONE 11.-________,-________.._1,
aoproached TRUMP, JR. after the meeting and apologized.I

r
bS Per DOJ/OIJ?

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

' - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - - ' ! A R A S had asked KAVELADZE to

I

call him after the meeting. He called KAVELADZE before KAVELADZE could
call him
KAVELADZE told ARAS the
meeting went well because VESELNITSKAYA was next to him~ Within two hours 1
KAVELADZE had a second call with ARAS and provided more details~ KAVELADZE

told ARAS the meeting was a complete waste of time. He told ARAS the
meeting was not with lawyers and they were "preaching to the wrong crowd.

11
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UNCLASSIFIED/~
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Dale ofcnH)

05/15/2018

THEODORE ROOSEVELT MALLOCH,
.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.The interview was surreptitiously recorded
by the interviewing Agents. MALLOCH was advised of the voluntary nature of
the interview and that the interview could end at any moment of his
choosing. MALLOCH was further advised that lying to an FBI Agent was a
federal offense. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agents and the nature of the interview, MALLOCH provided the following
information. The below is a smnmary of the recorded statements made by
MALLOCH:
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~--------------------~! MALLOCH

said he met CORSI

through CORSI's work at a publishing firm called WND [Note: WorldNetDaily
WND) is an American news and o inion website and online news a

07A
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b7C

MALLOCH provided his email address,~'-.,...--------•j~M~A~L~L~C~•C~H:....:s~a:.;:,id
he did not use any other email addresses

C==:J
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Theodore Roosevelt Malloch,

' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ w a s interviewed at the Special
Counsel's Office, Patriots Plaza 1, 395 E Street SW, Washington, DC 20546.
Malloch is a United States citizen who resides in the United Kin dom.
Malloch's address in the United States is,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _-,._ _............

b6
b7C

f------~I~P~r~e~s~e~n~t-d~u~r..,ing

the interview were Malloch I s attorneys,,__ _ __,
Present from the Special
Counsel's Office were Associate S ecial Counsel (ASC) Aaron Zelinsky, FBI
Special Agent (SA)L---;_ _ _ _ _ __.____-,,__ _ _ _ _ _ __,and FBI
Intelligence Analyst (IA).__ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____.

,____________~I and,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~

b6
b7C

Corsi had been writing articles for WorldNetDaily (WNO)
b6
b7C
b6
b7C

tmcsliga!ionon

06/08/2018

at

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person)

Datcdrnfkd
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any

t h a t ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ Malloch never made
attempts to get in touch with Assange through Farage nor did~I_ _ _ _ _....,]
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b7C

The dinner was not the first time Malloch discussed WikiLeaks with Corsi.
Malloch exchanged various emails and FaceTime calls with Corsi about the
topic~ Malloch assumed

L---------------r-----t--------' Malloch
any direct communications~----~about Assange.

did not hb6A
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP

When asked if Corsi ever mentioned the name Podesta prior to the releab7C
of his emails, Malloch recalled speaking with Corsi about Podesta around
that same time~ Before they were released, Malloch had the impression,

from his conversations with Corsi,~----~had a connection to Assange.
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r'--------------,_____________________J b?B

per DOJ/OIP

b7C

Malloch mainly communicated with Corsi, via FaceTirne and emails. The two
spoke about a variety of matters and Corsi would often boast about how
they would soon be in the driver's seat. Malloch thought Corsi was very
happy when the Podesta emails were released because he thought they
contained a treasure trove of information.
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Paul ,J. Manafort, date of birth~'-,----~ was interviewed at the
Office of the Special Counsel in Washington, D.C.
The interviewers were
FBI Special Agents j
• Assistant Special
Counsels (ASC) Jeannie S. Rhee, Andrew Weissmann and Greg Andres; and
Assistant United States Attorney~----~ Present representing
Manafort were attorneys Richard Westling, Thomas Zehnle and Kevin Downing
and paralegal.__ _ __, FBI s A c : : : J advised Manafort of his
rights. Manafort stated that he understood his rights and that he was
willing to answer questions. Manafort signed a FD-395, Advise of
Rights.
ASC Weissmann reviewed the terms of a letter setting forth the
agreement upon which Manafort made himself available for
interview.
Manafort, Downing and ASC Weissmann initialed the letter
agreement.
After being advised of the interviewers and the nature of the
interview, Manafort provided the following information:

b6
b7C

During 09/11/2018 and 09/12/18 interviews, Manafort did not recall
meeting with Kilimnik in Madrid. Manafort did not re\1iew any documents in
order to help him recall meeting with Kilimnik.
Manafort met Konstantin Kilimnik in Madrid in February 2017.
In
response to Manafort's request, Kilimnik had been putting together
background on what was occurring in Kyiv~
Reporters and investigators in
Kyiv were asking questions about Manafort.
Kilimnik came to Madrid to
update Manafort on the work of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau,
information from a ledger found with Manafort's name written in it and
activities by Petro Poroshenko. They met for an hour and a half at
Manafort's hotel.
Kilimnik reported that the criminal investigation in
Ukraine was going nowhere.
Manafort did not ask Kilimnik to Madrid in order to talk about the
peace plan but Kilimnik would have raised it.
Because of his legal
problems, Manafort would not have approached the Trump Administration
about the Ukraine.
At this time, Manafort did not believe that Trump had
a position on the Ukraine and Russia's involvement. Manafort, however,
was concerned that Trump would not be strict enough on Russia regarding
the Ukraine.

UNCLASSIFIED/fj;,e;;eWashingtonr District Of Columbia, United States
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While Manafort chaired Trump's campaign,

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

,,_-----------------------.--~!
.________________________.I

Manafort
toldL___j
In June,
Manafort
had

Trump maKing policy speeches and meeting members of Congress. Manafort
did not want Trump distracted by the titillation of a WikiLeaks's
b6
b7A
release.

~ - - - - . _ - - - - - - - - - . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' b 7 B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

The Friday morning after the Republican Convention 1 Trump was supposed
to give a press conference thanking the party and the people who worked to
put on the convention. Trump instead attacked the party. Manafort had to
deal with angry party members. The same day, WikiLeaks released more emails, including e-mails from._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __. Manafort and
Reince Preibus, from the Republican National Committee (RNC), agreed that
th-8 RNC would handle press on the - - - - - - - - - J e - m a i l s .

b6
b?C

Trump and Manafort talked Friday afternoon. Trump and Manafort
discussed how to use the
e-mails. Trump told Manafort
b6
to

.----'-==-============================---~b7A 1
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C
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b7B per DOJ/OIP

b7C

Manafort recalls Trump stating "Russia, if you're listening, I hope
you're able to find the 30,000 emails that are missing." Manafort was
surprised by the statement. Manafort and Trump had several conversations
on Saturday, Sunday and Monday about the hacked e~mails. They never
discussed that it was Russia. Manafort believes it was a spontaneous
statement by Trump. Manafort does not know why Trump asked Russia as
opposed to another country.
In prior speeches, Trump had identified
different countries as responsible - sometimes Russia, sometimes China and
sometimes other countries. Over the weekend, Trump had probably talked to
a lot of people about the hack and.__ _ _ _ _ _ ___.e-mails. Trump would
have been talking with his nkitchen cabinet." Manafort guesses that more
people than not were identifying Russia so that stuck in Trump's head.

b6

b7C

Robby Mook held a press conference at the end of the DNC's convention
week where he talked about Trump and Russia working together. Before the
press conference, Manafort does not recall any discussion of Russian
collusion. Manafort viewed the statement as absurd and a sign that thbG
Clinton campaign was desperate.
b7A
DOJ/OIP

viewed the drops as a gift but one that they could not control.
was concerned that the next drop could contain RNC information.

Manafort
Manafort
b6

b7A

Around the time of the first debate between Trump and Clinton,
b?B per
,--------------------------'--------'-----1c

DOJ/OIP

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ had supposedly released the story about
Manafort's Ukraine work.
On or about October 7, 2016, when the Podesta emails came out, Manafort
Manafort told

Manafort recalls that
the Podesta e-mails came out on the same day as the Access Hollywood Tape
but he cannot recall which came first.
Trump acknowledged to Manafort
that
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Manafort does not know if Trump or the Trump Organization had any
business in Russia.
Manafort does not know if Trump or the Trump
Organization owed money to anyone in Russia. Manafort did not have a
conversation with Trump or anyone else as to whether there was anything
negative that Manafort should know as Campaign Chair. Manafort already

had the RNC book on Trump.
Interviewers read to Manafort text messages between t-:ianafort and

Manafort does not believe that
message relate5 to
message may be about

___, text
~---~

.._

Manafort believes

._I_ _ _. . . ,

L---------------------1-------~

.,_______K_u_s_h_n_e_r_c_a_1_1_e_d_M_a_n_a_f_o_r_t_._._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b6

b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

b6

Subsequent to Kushner's call, Manafort received a call from
b7A
Manafort never discussedb?B per DOJ/OIP

I

'"w-h,-e-t,-h,-e-,r-,.L:J---,-h,-a-d-,-a_s_o-:-lu-t-:-io-n-.-~ccl-a_n_a-:f-o_r.,.t-:d-,-i"'d...,not wantc::J
involved.

Manafort told

C:J that

it had been handled.

b7C

Manafort did not

tellc:Jwho hand.led it.

Manafort submitted false documents to obtain loans. Manafort is not
aware of any bank personnel that knew the information was false.
c::::J understood that Manafort had no income. c::::Jsaid that we invest in
people.
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b7C

b6
b7C
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The Advice of Rights and Letter Agreement will be maintained in the 1-A
section of this casefile.
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Date ofcnlty

08/27/2018

JOHN KINNBY MASHBURN, date of birth (DOB),__ _ _ _ _ _ __, social
security account number,__ _ _ _ _.., was interviewed at the Special
Counsel's Office, 395 E Street SW, Washington, DC 20546. l-'lASHBURN was
accompanied by his attorney,.__ _ _ _ _., from the Gammon, Howard &
Zeszotarski law firm, 115 1/2 West Morgan Street, Raleigh, North Carolina.
27601.
!telephone number is!
Present from the

I

I

Special Counsel's Office were Assistant Special Counsel (ASC) Aaron
Zeiinsky and FBI Special Agent (SA),__ _ _ _ _ ___.

MASHBURN was provided with

b6
b7C

r

profflr agreement for this interview. He
and they both signed it. MASHBURN was
advised intentionally providing false statements to FBI Agents was a
violation of federal law. After being advised of the identity of the
interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview, MASHBURN provided the
following information:

reviewed the agreement with

CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES
MASHBURN worked as a volunteer for the DONALD J~ TRUMP campaign until he
became full time, in either late March or early April 2016. MASHBURN
primarily worked out of the campaign's office in Alexandria, Virginia. His
official title was Policy Director and he reported directly to RICK
DEARBORN. S.AM: CLOVIS was the Policy Director prior to MASHBURN' s arrival
and in a sense, MASHBURN assumed CLOVISf posit.ion when he came on board.
CLOVIS was a radio surrogate and he recruited the individuals who attended
the foreign policy meeting on March 31, 2016.
MASHBURN worked on domestic policy matters such as health care, the
national budget, and matters related to the Armed Services. MASHBURN often
reached out to various experts in those fields for policy advice and
guidance. MASHBURN managed approximately four to six people during the
early part of the campaign, most of which worked on foreign policy
matters. The others worked on judiciary matters. WALID PHARES was an
individual who worked on foreign policy. PHARES made a television
appearance on beha1f of the campaign which was viewed negatively
the
campaign. PHARES eventually quit because he wasn't paid. A lot of campaign
officials were upset about not being paid and it became an issue for the

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person}
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campaign. JD GORDON was another example. GORDON was responsible for policy
matters related to the Armed Services and likely would have been paid if
he had stuck around longer. GORDON and PHARES both did great work for the
b6
campaign. j
also worked in the Alexandria

I

office with Ml\SHBURN.1
matters.

jhandled both domestic and foreign policy

b7C

In addition to working out of the Alexandria office, MASHBURN also had
regular interactions with the campaign in New York, specifically through
STEPHEN MILLER. MASHBURN referred to himself as MILLER'S research
assistant. MILLER often traveled with candidate TRUMP and accompanied him
on his airplane.
FOREIGN POLICY MEETING ON MARCH 31, 2016
MASHBURN did not attend the foreign policy meeting at the Trump
International Hotel in Washington, DC on March 31, 2016. MASHBURN was onboarding with the campaign at the time. In addition, MASHBURN was a
11
domestic guyn and would have had nothing to do with a foreign policy
meeting. TRUMP was close to receiving the nomination so MASHBURN was busy
preparing for the general election and the debates. When asked if MASHBURN
knew what was discussed at the meeting, he stated no, and relayed that
GORDON had merely told him the meeting took place.
EMAIL FROM GEORGE PAPADOPOULOS
MASHBURN recalled receiving an email from GEORGE PAPADOPOULOS in either
late May or early June 2016.
~ - - - ~ MASHBURN believed he had received it while he was looking out the
window of the Alexandria office. MASHBURN conducted searches for the email
prior to this interview but was unable to locate it. I

b3

MASHBURN believed PAPADOPOULOS sent the email prior to the Republican
National Convention (RNC) but he did not have discussions about it with
other members of the campaign during the RNC. MASHBURN thought
PAPADOPOULOS was merely trying to use headlines to make himself relevant.
When MASHBURN received the email he thought, 11 I'm not dealing with this. 11
If MASHBURN was to have done anything with the email, he would have
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forwarded it to DEARBORN. To the best of his recollection, he did not.
When asked why PAPADOPOULOS sent him the email 1

J:vIASHBURN stated that

PAPADOPOULOS may have viewed him as a back-channel to the New York office.
MASHBURN first met PAPADOPOULOS when he came to the Alexandria office in

either late April or early May 2016. PAPADOPOULOS was working on matters
related to outreach in Armenian and Greek communities and he wanted the
campaign to pay for his travel expenses. MASHBURN, like the others on the
campaign, were aggravated with both PAPADOPOULOS and CARTER PAGE, because
they were bothl
At one point, HOPE HICKS told
PAPADOPOULOS to talk to MASHBURN because PAPADOPOULOS was becoming a
problem child with campaign and they wanted to get rid of him. MASHBURN
believed it was CLOVIS 1 responsibility to control PAPADOPOULOS given that
CLOVIS had initially brought him to the campaign. MASHBURN just wanted him
to go away because he had been cold-calling embassies and using the
campaign to bolster his own profile. In addition, PAPADOPOULOS had
previously sent emails about arranging a meeting between TRUMP and Russian
President, VLADIMIR PUTIN.

I

b6

b7c

PAGE took up approximately 50 of GORDON's time and the campaign was upset
with him after they learned of the speech he gave with the Russians.
MASHBURN believed he may have had a phone conversation with PAPADOPOULOS
prior to their first in-person meeting and was fairly certain the two had
not exchanged any text messages with one another. They did not communicate
on Facebook or Twitter, nor did they use any encrypted applications like
WhatsApp.
MASHBURN recognized the name JOSEPH MIE'SUD but only in the context that
the Judiciary Committee had asked him about MIFSUD during his testimony.
MASHBURN had no further information about MIFSUD.
MASHBURN received thousands of emails during the campaign and therefore
could not remember specific details about any one of them. MASHBURN did
not believe PAPADOPOULOS used a personal email account because all
campaign communications went through the campaign email system
[Office365]~ MASHBURN experienced a lot of technical issues when he used
that system.

HILLARY CLINTON'S MISSING/DELETED EMAILS
MASHBURN remembered discussions in the campaign regarding CLINTON'S
missing and/or deleted emails. Everyone was looking for them and TRUMP
wanted them. MASHBURN thought it would be great to find them so they could
better understand several issues, like the Clint.on Foundation, donations,
etc. MASHBURN relayed the campaign however, was not scouring the Internet
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to try and find them. The emails they were searching for were related to
CLINTON's private server, and not related to the emails that Wikileaks
released. MASHBURN also presumed that Guccifer 2.0 had all of CLINTON's
missing emails based on the press reports that surrounded Guccifer 2.0 at
the time.
MASHBURN spoke with,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~after the

initial dump of Wikileaks emails on July 22, 2016. They discussed going
through the content to search for anything relevant. They did so, for
approximately three or four days, until :MASHBURN decided he couldn 1 t keep
up with all the information. After that, he just remained online and
watched what the public said about the information. MASHBRUN stated that
although the information was of interest when it eventually came out, they
[the campaign] had no prior knowledge of Wikileaks releasing the
information.
b6

b6
b7C

b7A
b7B per DOJ/OIP
b7C

RNC PLATFORM CHANGE

MASHBURN was in charge of the platform for the campaign. Prior to the 2006
platform 1 MASHBURN read through the Republican platforms for RONALD REAGAN
in the 1980's, and the platforms for previous elections in the years 2004.,
2008, and 2012. Specifically, MASHBURN looked at what MITT ROMNEY dictated
in 2012. That was an stance of not getting involved in the platform and
letting it be written with a hands-off attitude. MASHBURN gave that advice
to the six people who were attending at the convention. His advice was not
to cancel anything unless i t was a direct contradiction to what TRUMP
wanted and if there was a problem then they should call MASHBURN or
DEARBORN.

MASHBURN received a call from GORDON regarding an issue with Ukraine.
1-iASHBURN called and relayed the information to DEARBORN, then stepped into
a u t i l i t y hallway to speak with GORDON. MASHBURN told GORDON that TRUMP

had not taken a stance on the issue and not to directly intervene if it
did not directly conflict with what TRUMP wanted. MASHBURN then saw that
the words 11 appropriate assistance'' were used and he thought GORDON had
gone against the directions he was given. MASHBURN was not aware of GORDON
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having any discussions with campaign officials in New York at the time
this issue was raised. MASHBURN thought it was strange that GORDON raised
this issue with him because GORDON did not even mention an issue about an
Israeli change in the platform that resulted in a page and a half of
changes.

Later,

M}\SHBURN asked GORDON about that issue and GORDON said,

they changed a page and a half.n GORDON was sent home early
after that because he interfered in something he shouldnrt have.
"Oh yeah,

ADMINISTRATIVE

MASHBURN advised that
knew of his interview
with the Special Couns~e-1-'s_O_f_f_i_·c-e---.-MA_S_H_B_U_R_N_h_a_d__.not made anyone else aware

b6
b7C

of this interview.
MASHBURN agreed to conduct additional searches on his computer related to
search terms provided by the Special Counsel's Office.
A copy of the proffer letter for this interview is enclosed for the file
as a digital lA attachment to this FD-302. The original will be maintained
as a physical lA item.
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JOHN MASHBURN,.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __, was interviewed on August 2, 2018
at the Special Counsel's office, 395 E Street SW, Washington, D.
c.
Present during the interview were MASHBURN's attorney.__ _ _ __. FBI
Special Agent (SA).__ _ _ _ _ _ _~ and Special Counsel Attorneys Aaron
Zelinsky and Andrew Goldstein. MASHBURN signed the attached proffer
letter and then provided the following information:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

m:-:LASSIFY ON 12-:H-2042
tl.!l,'fE · Lt-27-2019
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10/25/2017

DOCUMENT RESTRICTED TO CASE PARTICIPANTS
This document contains information that is restricted to case participants.

LAW ENEORCEMENI SENSIIIVE
This information is the property of the E'BI and may be distributed to state, tribal,
or local government law enforcement official5 with a need-to-know. Further
distribution without FBI authorization is prohibited. Precaut.ions should be taken to
ensure this information is stored and/or destroyed in a manner that precludes
unauthorized access.

b6

(U/~
Kathleen Troia "K.T." McFarland date of birthL~r-------,J
social securit account number
telephone numbers
c=J1cell); '-------..-------h~o~rn.,e) &

b7C

home} was interviewed by S A ' - - - ~ - - - - - ' S S A ~ - - - - - - ~ · n a
conference room at Debevoise & Plimpton, 919 3rd Avenue, New York,
NY. Also resent was
attorne
of

~------~------~~---~-------~------~

telephone numbers .__ _ _ _ _ __.(cell) &.__ _ _ _ _ ____,(office direct
line). McFarland was acquainted with the interviewing agents from
previous interviews.
She provided the following information:

News that the Obama Administration planned to impose sanctions
2016, but they had not been
officially announced and specifics were unknown.
Sanctions were just one
11
11
of several and many things going on at that time. McFarland, who was in
Mar-a-Largo with the President-elect, did not recall what specific
conversations she had at which times or to whom she spoke, but sanctions
were in the news, so it made sense to her they were among the topics
discussed.
(U,~

on Russia started to come out on December 28,

I

b6

McFarland reviewed Email #1, which was from!
She did not specifically remember the email, but recalled she
had asked!
lfor information about sanctions because he was an
{U~

._____.I

!mcsl!ga!ionon

10/17/2017

,11

b7C

New York, New York, United States \In Person)

n1c,..•..,.===============;r------------ □atcdrnftcd

b7A
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international lawyer.
His initial response was too detailed and
complicated, so she asked for something simpler. ,__ _ _ _,-hinking on
the topic was in line with hers.

b6
b7C

(U~
Email #2 was McFarland 1 s take -on the sanctions, replying to
incoming Homeland Security Adviser Tom Bossert.
(U~

While in Mar-a-Largo,

I

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

~hichr-l---"'---'-.._-~lg-a-,-,e-t~o-t~h~e-P~r_e_s_i~'d~e_n_t~--e-l~e-c-t,-.'1--mlr--~

'----,---,-----------,---,--'!

McFarland never discussed the
specJ.fic terms of the sanctions with anyone.
She would have told Michael
Flynn about how the session with the President-elect went during one of
their phone calls.

(U.~
McFarland provided a printout of a December 29 1 2016 newspaper
article headlined HAfter Obama sanctions Russia, Trump says it's time 'to
move on to bigger and better things. 111 She pointed out the Presidentelect's statement in the story, "I think we ought to get on with
lives" and recalled it was a quick comment to reporters after he met with
boxing promoter f
j

! She

I

recalled the

b6
b7C
b3
b7E

difficulty communicating with him at that time because of the telephone
connections~
She did not have specific recollections about the times of
the calls with Flynn or what was discussed in which call.
Flynn mentioned
several issues he intended to discuss with the Russians, and McFarland
believed she would have given him her theories about the sanctions.
( U ~ McFarland had no reason to think Flynn was in contact with the
President-elect or anyone at Mar-a-Largo other than her.
Nothing the

~~

FBI(19cv1278)· 1312

~

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

814
b7A
b7E

ContinuauonofFD<l-H2of ( U ~ K.T.

McFarland third interview

.On

10/17/2017

3 of 6

President-elect or Flynn ever said gave her reason to believe they had
been in contact with each other during this time. She did not participate
in any calls with the President-elect and Flynn or convey any messages
between them.
Flynn did not seem particularly well-informed when they
spoke, and she had the impression he had been spending the time on the
beach with his wife rather than closely following current events. She
never heard the President-elect direct anyone to do anything regarding the
sanctions, including communicate with anyone from Russia or talk to
Flynn.
She was never tasked to research, communicate with anyone or do
anything related to the sanctions and the opinions she provided on the
subject were unsolicited.
(U~

Email #3 contained McFarland's sanctions analysis.

r7

b5 Per OOJ/OIP

bl

X
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b3
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bS Per DOJ/OIP

I

iSi

X
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{U,~
McFarland was given printouts of press pool reports from May
4, 2017 through May 8, 2017 when she traveled with the President to New
York and New Jersey. She read the printouts and recalled the events of
the weekend. This was her last trip with the President as Deputy National
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Security Adviser. She went on the trip because National Security Adviser
H.R. McMaster was in Arizona and Chief of staff Keith Kellogg was in North
Carolina.
b7E Per DOJ/OIP
b7F Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

(U/~
Afte.r the meetings and dinner, they flew on Air Force One to
the small airport at or near Bedminster, New Jersey. They arrived at the
Trump National Golf Club, which was John DeLorean's former estate, at
about midnight. Most of the staff had to stay "off campus," but the

McFarland a n ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - "
had a hotel room at the club. Attached is the sketch they
..__,d_r_e_w_o~f....,.t~h-e--'f,acilities.

b6
b7C

( U ~ The club facilities include a club house, restaurant, hotel
and two golf courses.
It was functioning all weekend with club members,
guests and people with a private party all around the facility.
The
Trumps and Kushners have their own detached houses on the grounds, and
McFarland did not see or have any interaction with the President on
Friday, May 5 until she saw him at dinner at the club. The McFarlands
bought dinner for.___....,.~--~~~---,-~----~~~--,-Jwhom they
introduced to the President. The President seemed to be in high spirits,
talking to people who approached him and people sitting at different
tables in the dining room.
He is also the golf club president, and he
appeared to be enjoying the company of his friends.

b6
b7C

( U ~ Saturday, May 6 was rainy at times, but the President played
golf with friends and the McFarlands walked around the golf course. There
was a 4:00 p.m. telephone call scheduled with the President of Peru, but
it was delayed until 6:00 p.m. McFarland's only duties with the President
that day were preparing him for the call and taking notes of his side of
the conversation. They saw him that night at dinner and he again appeared
to be in good spirits and enjoying interacting with all the people
around. One of the nights the President had brownies sent to all the
tables.
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and McE'arland spent the day

catching up on reading and working in the SCIF.
At the end of the day,
she rode in the motorcade back to the airport where they boarded Air
Force One for the return trip.
McFarland drew a sketch of the inside of
the plane which is attached.
The President has a private area at the
front of the plane and a conference room behind that.
Behind the
conference room are sections of seats separated by bulkheads.
The nicest
seats are closest to the front.
She was sitting in the first area of
seats withj
~nd the White House photographer.
She did not recall
where Stephen Miller was, but Dan Scavino was around her most of the
time.
Ivanka Trump and Kushner and their children sat nearby as well,
al though McFarland thought Kushner may have gone up to the President rs
area a couple times during the trip.
She did not see the President before
they .landed and did not know who rode with him.

b6
b7C
b7E

( U ~ After they landed, the passengers got their things together
and were ready to leave, but they were not allowed to get off the
plane.
Mr.Far1a.nd did not know thP- rPnson 1 but. it: mAy have been for
protocol or security reasons that they had to wait for the
President.
When shown a report that the Kushners and their children got
off the plane after about 15 minutes, McFarland did not recall when that
happened or why they were allowed to go, but she remembered how restless
the kids were when they were all waiting to get off the plane.
Eventually
the President came out of the front suite or conference room and when he
looked toward the back of the plane seemed surprised to see the passengers
waiting.
She thought he did not know they were all being held to wait for
him.
He called McFarland forward for a brief conversation.
They did not
discuss policy issues.
They talked about how it was her last trip and he
remarked that Singapore was a good place to go.
He invited her to come by
his office for a picture with him before she left the country.
She did
not notice anything unusual about his demeanor then or at any time that
weekend.
(U/~
McFarland never heard the President or anyone else mention
then~FBI Director James Corney during this weekend.
She had no indication
the President was considering dismissing Corney.

Administrative
{ U ~ McFarland drew a sketch of the west wing of the White House
placing everyoners offices.
The sketches and other documents mentioned in
this 302 are attached in a 1-A envelope.

~
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This interview covered subjects discussed in previous

interviews, some of which is documented in this r·o-302.
say anything considered inconsistent.
(U~
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McFarland did not

The interview took place at Debevoise & Plimpton at the

request!

jgreeted the
~a_g_e_n_t~s_a_t,-t~h~e-b~e-g....,.in-n~in_g_o""""f....,..t~h-e....,.i-n~t-e_r_v~i-ew-,....,...b-u~t.....,.1-e~f~t-a~f~t-e_r_e_x_c~hanging
pleasantries.
interview.

Neither he,

nor anyone from the firm, participated in the

m-=~
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The evening of December 5, 2017, K.T &~-------~l~a~t~t~e~m~p~t~e~d'-"m~u~l~t~i~p~l;..;;e
times to reach SSA
telephone·
I
so there were difficulties establishino a telephone connection.
After
failed calls to/from both K.T. and
telephones, eventually
ssAc=J. connected with them on K.T. McFarland's ("McFarland 1 sn}
telephone, .__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.was able to listen in 1 as he

c=J:by

l

I

b6
b7C

I

could be heard contributing to the conversation.
b6
b7C
They were aware of the significant

media attention which McFarland was receiving.

ssAc=Jtold McFarland

that with her involvement with the General Mike Flynn situation through
the Special Counsel investigation and now inquiries from the United States
Senate, she was entering "choppy legal watersn and he would give her the
same advice he would give a friend or family member in a similar
situation, which was that she should retain an experienced attorney to
help her navigate through the situation.
ssAc=Jsaid she should not
draw any inferences from this advice, but that a professional with the
proper experience would be useful to her since the situation had become
more complicated. McFarland said they had reached the same conclusion and
were in discussions with an attorney about representation.
said they expected to finalize retention of an attorney the next day
(December 6, 2017), but they did not want to identify the attorney until
that was done.
.__ _ _ _ _ __,said he had been in email contact with Special Counsel
attorney Brandon Van Grack.
They still planned to keep appointments with
the Special Counsel in Washington, D.C. on December 14 and 15, 2017.
McFarland asked whether SSA c==Jcould provide two emails which he and SA
had shown to her in her interviews~ She did not have the emails,

I

I

b6
b7C
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Arlington, Virginia,

United States

(Phone)

Ftkr#j~------,--------------------'---Dnicdr<ificd
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12/06/2017

__J.-------------------
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but they were now apparently widely held, including by the New York Times,
which published, but grossly misrepresented them.
The emails were one
from her dated December 29, 2016 in which she discussed President Obama's
three political objectives in imposing sanctions and mentioned Flynn's
scheduled call with the Russian ambassador that evening; and an email from
Flynn to her the next day, December 30, 2017, in which Flynn reported on

his conversation with the ambassador.

McFarland felt she was at a
emails except
for her.
ssAc=J:said he would see what he could do, but that may be a
matter best handled through the attorneys.
disadvanta(_Je since "everyone in t.he world,. had copies of

McFarland said that documents related to Flynn's plea mentioned a
transition team official, which others were identifying as her.
She asked
SSA c:::::Jwhat this meant.
S S A ~ told McFarland that as long as she
told the truth, she should not worry about anything anyone else said.
He
reminded her that when people did not tell the truth they were opening
themselves up to problems and as long as she was truthful, she was
fine.
McFarland said she understood and wanted to make sure that she was
still viewed as a witness.
SSA c = J s a i d she was.

b6

b7C

b6

b7C

At a later point, the connection was lost abruptly, and an effort to call
McFarland back was unsuccessful.
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09/20/2017

(u ~ Kathleen Troia "K.T." McFarland, date of birth1.--,------;
social securit 1 account number
telephone numbers

i-------------~

C:J
(cell); L-------....-------~h_o..,me)
home) was interviewed by SA
ss·~------~in
&

&

conference room at Debevoise
NY.
Also present was

&

Plimpton,

telephone numbers.__ _ _ _ _ ___. (cell)

b6
b7C

a

919 3rd Avenue, New York,
attornevJ
&.__ _ _ _ _ ___.(office

direct

line).
McFarland was acquainted with the interviewing agents from a
previous interview.
She provided the following information:

{U~
At the onset, McFarland wanted to correct what she said in her
previous FBI interview about the timing of one of her trips to Washington
D.C. during the 2016 transition.
The trip, which included a meeting with
outgoing National Security Adviser Susan Rice was the week after the Army
/Navy football game, not the week before.
(U~
After her last interview, McFarland looked on the internet for
media stories to jog her memory.
She found information that on December
22, 2016, the President-elect tweeted urging a veto of the United Nations
(U.N.) resolution condemning Israel and followed that up with a written
statement.
McFarland said if the President is tweeting about something,
that is a good indication about exactly what he is thinking at that
time.
He made no secret of his position on the U.N. vote.

{U~
Interviewing agents showed McFarland several emails (numbered
and maintained in a 1-.A).
While she had no recollection of some of them,
she did not dispute any of their authenticity.
{ U ~ Email #1 was from._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.,ho was on the Presidential
Transition Team {PTT) staff and had previously worked for the National
Security Council (NSC).
McFarland did not have a specific recollection of
the email, nor did she know exactly who Michael Flynn was referrin) to
when he mentioned the "inner circle." She identifiedl
_as a
Fox New Channel (FNC)colleague who was a former United Nations
spokesman.
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He wanted a job in the incoming administration.
She had known
for over a decade and "everyone'' would have known him.

~an.

L___J

b6
b7C

(U~
Email #2 she did not specifically recall. She thought it was
after the President-elect's tweet and statement on the U.N. vote, which
she previously mentioned, and whatever actions Flynn took.
They wanted a
result different from what the Obama Administration had wanted.
When the
resolution was pulled, it appeared the President-elect's position
prevailed, and the resolutions 1 failure would have reflected the
traditional American position regarding Israel.
She considered their work
against the resolution a team effort.
(U~
Email #3 was an update on what Flynn was doing as he "worked
the phones" on the UN resolution.
It was sent to her as background
information since she was not engaged on the issue.
This was Flynn's area
of expertise, and she did not have any responsibilities in this area.
In
fact, when this email was sent, she was already on Christmas vacation in

~,-,a-s-i-·n_N_e_w___
Yo_r_k_o_r_W_a_s_h_i_n_g_to_n_w_h_e_n_h_e_s_e_n_t_t..,hes::a~~~ n;~ek~:: ~:tF~~::

!~c

where Flynn got his information 1 but she was not aware of anyone else
helping him on this.
She could not recall any conversations about the
email, although if she was involved in discussions, they would have been
general talks about whether the President-elect should issue a press
release.
(U~
Based on her study of prior presidential transitions,
McFarland believed the sorts of things Flynn did were not unusual.
She
cited Richard Nixon's involvement in Vietnam War peace talks and Ronald
Reagants purported dealings with Iran to free American hostages during
their transitions as precedent for proactive foreign policy engagements
an incoming administration.
Most incoming administrations did similar
things.
No "red lightn or nalarm bells" went off in her head when she
heard what Flynn was doing.
The President-elect made his support for
Israel very clear during the campaign and contrasted his position with
President Obama, who he believed had not treated Israel fairly.

by

(U.~
McFarland was generally familiar with the Logan Act, but she
had not thought deeply about it.
She knew it dated back to 1799 and
nobody had ever been prosecuted for violating it.
Many of the people
involved in the incoming administration had no government experience, so
they would not be familiar with the Logan Act.
She did not recall any
discussions that what Flynn was doing was inappropriate.

Email #4 she did not specifically recall.
It would be fair to
say Flynn was working the phones with his contacts to try to get a vote in
~
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favor of Israel.
She seemed to be telling Flynn to take credit for the
critical role he played in doing what the President-elect wanted.
She was
probably at home with her grandchildren when she sent it.
bS Per DOJ/OIP

Around this time, the President-elect
had also just nominated David Friedman to be U.S. Ambassador to
Israel.

It is possible Flynn was working with someone from the
(UH-E'eYe+Washington D.C. team on the U.N. vote, but McFarland could not think of
who it might be.
She was not aware that he had engaged any Middle East or
Israel experts, and as far as she knew, he was working alone.

( U ~ The only foreign counterpart McFarland spoke to during the
transition was Paddy McGuiness, her counterpart in the British
government.
She did not ask him to do anything and did not discuss the
N. vote with him.

u.

#5 dealt with her trip to Mar-a-Largo with the Presidentelect.
She and Flynn agreed that there should always be an NSC "duty
officer" with the President/President-elect to staff him if needed.
In
addition to being duty officer, she had two other jobs: attending the
Presidential Daily Briefs (PDBs), which would be given by Ted Gistaro from
the Office of the Director of National Intelligence; and providing the
President-elect national security background information she thought he
needed. The President-elect lacked a national security background and the
email discussed experts who might be able to provide him useful
information.

Durin

the Mar-a-Laro tri

McFarland was accom anied bv

b6
b?C

She only saw
the President-elect two or three times on work matters during this trip,
as well as a few times in the dining room.
She sketched the la out of the
main public areas of the hotel for the interviewing agents.
b7E Per DOJ/OIP

~ - - ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - " - ~ ' - - - ' - - - - . b 7 F Per DOJ/OIP
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b6

r--L___t1sc transition staffer
was there with her, although
b7C
~~---~did not have a room in~_t_h_e_h_o_t_e_l-.-~The two of them took over a
b7E
Per
DOJ/OIP
small area in an overflow dining room as their work area.
b7F Per DOJ/OIP

(U~
The President-elect did not have a "door keeper" with him and
seemed to make his own scheduling decisions.
At various times McFarland
recalled seeing Preibus and Spicer and the President-elect's wife and
young son, but she did not know exactly who was there and when they were
there.
There were no structured staff meetings, although there m,..a~y,._h_a_v-cbe--=s~Per DOJ/OIP
been discussions about logistics, such as when to have the PDB.

I

That
meeting may have been in the bar/tap room.
(U~
During this time, when McFarland was in Florida and Flynn was
in the Caribbean, they did not have regularly scheduled
interactions.
There were no set times for calls.
She recalled them
trying to check in with each other once or twice a day, but there were
challenges with the telephone connections and their availabilities.

(U~
McFarland was shown a calendar entry for December 28, 2016 and
confirmed the entry would have represented a PDB.
She sat in the
briefing, but did not recall who was there besides Gistaro.
It was a
small number of people and it took place in a basement studio apartment in
the hotel.

(u~

b3
b7E

There were many cut off and
interrupted calls, and she could not remember a call that went on that
long. A long call could have covered a range of topics such asl
bS Per DOJ/OIP

~
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b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6

(U,~
Email #6 was an email to
a Los Angeles
attorney who wanted a job in the admi'-n""'i_s_t_r_a_t_i_o_n_.__H_e_w_a_..s smart and she

read a book he wrote about arms control.

b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

She did not recall a
telephone cal] with~_ _ _ _ and while they might have discussed sanctions
if they had a call, because he is an expert in the area, they also could
have talked a b o u t ~ - - - ~ potential job.
{U~

McFarland did not recall any conversations she may have had

-w_i_t_h_F_l.;.y_n_n_t_h_e_d_a.;.y_t_h_e_s_a_n_c_t_i_o_n_s_w_e_r_e_a_n_n_o_u_n_c_e_d_.__.l_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _b_s.....,Per DOJ/OIP

and Russian President Putin 1 s desire for a congratulatory video conference
after the inauguration.
(U~
Email #7 was from Tom Bossert, who had been named Homeland
Security Adviser designee or was close to being named.
She did not know
if Bossert sent the original email to Flynn or not. I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

___J

Her focus at that time was on nuclear weapons and North
Korea. McFarland and Flynn were speaking on a non-secure telephone line,
so it's reasonable that they would speak somewhat vaguely on purpose,
although McFarland did not specifically recall talking to Flynn about
being careful on the phone.
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

r---"---------'----'-----------------1-----''

~tf!'Ot!O-
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(U-

Email# 8 was an email from Flynn which she forwarded. She
l1eft Mar-a-Largo that morning, and did not get home until
earl~v_a_f_t_e_r_n_o_o_n_., so she forwarded it while she was still en route to

b6
b7C

and!_

I l r ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - b c c c 5 l?er

I

She did not recall being

DOJ/OIP

I

~c"o""n"c"e""r"n""e"",o,,.-t"":r""na"°t,,....,.,F.,.
L;'"',"n"n-o=-10,,--"no",,....cm=e=-n"t.,.1"0"n--=s"'a='nct ions in this email •

X

\S!

II

I

bl
b3

bS Per DOJ/OIP

II

;s1
Egypt
(U~
McFarland visited Egypt in July 2014, the year after Mohamed
Morsi was removed as Egypt's president. She was working for FNC at the
time.
The trip was arranged by the Westminster Institute, a non-profit
foreign policy organization, and she traveled with about ten other people,
most of whom were former military members.
The institute paid their
(coach class} travel expenses.

I

lwas

(U~
the Egyptian point person and was instrumental in
setting up the group's meetings and arranging accommodations. c==Jran
the largest travel agency in the Middle East and appeared to be very wellconnected.
The trip included a series of meetings with members of Egypt's
defense department; student groups involved in the overthrow of Morsi;
business leaders; foreign ministry representatives, including the Minister
of Defense; the American Chamber of Commerce; and even the Coptic
~

b6
b7C
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Pope. They thought they were just having a photo opportunity with Abdel
Fattah el-Sisi, the former defense minister and acting Egyptian leader,
but they wound up having a two and a half hour meeting with
him.
McFarland considered the trip a great opportunity as both a person
in the national security field and a journalist. After coming home she
stayed in touch with
general emails.

LJvia

b7C

A year or year-and-a-half later,

McFarland had another
opportunity to travel to Egypt.
El-Sisi was now elected leader of
Egypt.
He had never been interviewed by an American media outlet and had
agreed to be interviewed by FNC' s Brett- Baier.
again served as point
man on the Egyptian side and McFarland was heavily involved in FNC's
.logistics in making sure the interview came off.
{U~

b6

0:

( U ~ r===Jcalled McFarland and told her he was passing through New
York around Christmas 2015, and they met for a social engagement.
He also
may have called with congratulations after the 2016 Presidential election.

After McFarland began as Deputy National Security Adviser,
(U~
c==Jasked her to meet, and she agreed to do so.
She set up the meeting,
but someone noticed his name on her calendar, and the NSC staff advised
her not to meet withe=] so she canceled the meeting.

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

b6

b7C

Administrative
(U./~
McFarlands'

The interview took
re uest.

lace at Debevoise

&

Plimoton at the
b6
b7C

arranged for the room and greeted the agents at the beginning of the
interview.
After exchanging pleasantries,j
lleft~
Neither he, nor
any attorneys from the law firm participated in the interview.

FBI(19cv1278)-1325

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

827

- 1 of 20 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Datcofcn11y

04/13/2018

On March 27, 2018, DIMITRI SIMES, President and Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of CENTER FOR THE NATIONAL INTEREST (CNI), was interviewed pursuant
to a proffer agreement at Patriots Plaza I, 395 E Street SW, Washington,

DC 20546 by Special Agent (SA)!
! SA~--------~
Intelligence Analyst ( IA)
and Assistant Special
Counsel (ASC} Aaron Zelinsky. Accompanying SIMES were CNI 's outside
counsel attorneys!
J .__ _ _ _ __, and '-,-~--~~__.from Baker
& Hostetler, LLP. After being advised of the identities of the
interviewing officials and after reviewing the proffer agreement, in the
presence of his attorneys, SIMES executed the proffer agreement, whereupon
he provided the following information:

I

I

b6
b7C

b5 Per OOJ /O!P

b3
b7A
b7E

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
ltwcsiiga!lonon

03/27/2018

at

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person)

Ftlc#-========:;";========:--;:==========..::Dmcdrnfkd 03/29/2018
b>

b3
b7A
b7E

_s_A.J..._ _ _ _ _ _ __,_.__ _ _ _ _ _ _. . _ ' - - - - - - - - - - - ' - - - - - - - - - -

b7E
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I 'T'he last thing SIMES wanted was for
.__,,C""N"'I,.....,.t-0--,-b_e_s_e_e_n_a_s_a_n---,1-n""t_e_r__m_e_d"'i_a_r_y....,.b_e..,.tween the Russian government and a U.
S. Presidential administration.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Da!:Cofcnlty

04/09/2018

On March 7, 2018 and March 8, 2018, DIMITRI SIMES, President and Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of CENTER FOR THE NATIONAL INTEREST (CNI), was
interviewed pursuant to a proffer agreement at Patriots Plaza I, 395 E
Street SW, Washington, DC 20546 by Special Agent (SA)
SA
Intelligence Analyst (IA)!
Assistant Special Counsel (ASC) Aaron Zelinsky 1 Senior Assistant Special
Counsel (SASC) Andrew Goldstein, and SASC Jeannie Rhee. Accompanying SIMES

i

!
i

on March 7, 2018 were CNI's outside counsel attorneys~-------

b6
b7C

i

' - - - - - - ~ and!
from Baker & Hostetler, LLP. Accompanpng
SIMES on March 8, 2018 w e r e ~ ' - - - - - - ~ ' ~ - - - - - - and(
j

'----~~ After being advised of the identities of the interv~1~·e_w_1~·n-g-~
officials and after reviewing the proffer agreement, in the presence of
his attorneys, SIMES executed the proffer agreement, whereupon he provided
the following information:

_______·1~·

OOJ/OIP

L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' I A t the time, SIMES was
working at CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE (CARNEGIE
ENDOWMENT I

'I

b6
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Washington, District Of Columbiar United States

(In Person!
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.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,I SIMES agreed to run the NIXON CENTER.
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DOJ/OIP

SIMES was currently the President and CEO of CNI. SIMES was also the
Publisher and CEO of CNI ts rnagazinef THE NATIONAL INTEREST

f
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KISSINGER served as Honorary Chairman for CNI I s Board. I
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' = = = = - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ! O v e r the years, CNI used the
CARNEGIE grants for Track II's to Russia, organize and plan for a number
of Russian delegations to visit the U.S.
as well as orr1anize and nlan for
U.S. d;c,.lenations to visit Russia.I
I

I

jMarch 2016 luncheon at TIME WARNER!
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could benefit from conversations with KISSINGER and, in turn, they would
want to become involved in CNI's work.
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forei n olic · would be to or anize a small rou of forei n olicv
SIMES told KUSHNER the best way to approach

DOJ /OIP
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h7A
b/E

SIMES wanted the small group of foreign policy
'-;,:e"vxnp"'e"r,....,,s"rrno"mm"'e""e,,-'ww"CiTIS,-,,'lm""1",-,to develop a foreign policy approach that was

consistent with TRUMPts voice. STMF.S thought KUSHNER was comfortable with
SIMESt suggestion.
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Regarding the venue for TRUMP's foreign policy speech event, SAUNDERS
looked at a variety of different options.
b5 per DOJ/OIP
SAUNDERS looked at the MAYFLOWER HOTEL
and the NATIONAL PRESS CLUB (NFC) as venues for the event. I

I
I

I

I uuring
'-t"":n"e"".s""_e,,.-B""o""a"r"°a,,.-,m"'e"°,mb=•e"°r,,.-d=i"s"'cu=s"'s""i"°o"n"'s-,-C"'N"""I-=de"c""i=ue,,,-u=to-,,,n°"a""v°'e-.,,,T"'H"'E"""'N"'A""T""I""o"N"'A"'L..,INTEREST

I

host the event in an effort to minimize the impression that CNI was
endorsing TRUMP. With THE NATIONAL INTEREST as the host, the event was
more or less a press event, so NFC was a natural fit for venue.
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SIMES never saw an actual draft of TRUMP's foreiqn policy speech. He
and the TRUMP campaign exchanged draft outlines~
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Approximately one week before TRUMP' s foreign policy speech event_,
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SIMES told KISLYAI<

~a_b_o_u_t_t_h_~-~_e_v_e_n_t-.-._s_·_rM_E_·s-·-to-ld--K-I_S_L_Y_A_K_t_h_a_t_h_e_w_o_u_l_d_i~nc1 ude him on the list

of invitations for the event, as well as the pre-speech reception. SIMES
he KISLYAK would have an o ortunit to meet
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In advance of TRUMP arriving, SIMES and SAUNDERS discussed having a
receiving line for TRUMP so that TRUMP could meet everyone at the prespeech reception. SIMES and/or SAUNDERS did not coordinate the idea of a
receiving line with the TRUMP campaign. SIMES decided a receiving line was

a good idea, so one was quickly organized when TRUMP arrived. SIMES did
not know most of the members of Congress attending the pre-speech
reception 1 so SIMES asked SESSIONS to introduce them. SESSIONS agreed to
do so. SESSIONS stood next to TRUMP introducing each member of Conqress.
After SESSIONS each member of Conqress to TRUMP, I
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lthe May 23, 2016 Annual Awards Dinner,
but SIMES was not sure 1f KISLYAK attended. SIMES d1d not recall seeing
KISLYAK at the dinner.
SIMES offered two recollections of KISLYAK 1 s presence at the May 23,
2016 Annual Awards Dinner.
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After the April 27, 2016 speech, SIMES had contact with KUSHNER from
time to time to discuss how to oroceed with the advisorv arouo. Russia in
the campaignl
b5 P~r DOJ/OIP
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SIMES does not remember KUSHNER initiating any conversations with him
on Russia; those conversations were initiated by SIMES. Sometime after the
speech, SIMES told KUSHNER to be careful and that it was bad optics for
the cam ai n to develo "hiddenn Russian contacts.
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KUSHNER organized this meeting at 666 5th Avenue in New York at SIMES'
request to talk about the advisory group and about the CLINTON carnoaian's
Russia att-acks on TRUMP and how to resnond.l
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(U) On 01/25/2018 Special Agentl
Intelligence Analyst
FBI Linguis~t~,-------~,-a_n_d~Assistant Special
Counsel L.

Ru.sh Atkinson interviewed ANDREY ROZOVF

DOB

I

l

b6
b?C

at The

Special Counsel's Office in Washington, DC. Also present were ROZOV's
counsel,..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __. asked if the interview was
recorded via audio or video. ASC Atkinson indicated the interview was not
recorded. The interview was conducted under a proffer agreement. ROZOV
spoke Russian throughout the interview. FBI Linguistc==Jprovided
translation. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent
and the nature of the interview, ROZOV provided the following information:
(U) ROZOV met FELIX SATER (SATER) while working on the Federation Building
Tower in Moscow around 2007. The building was built by the company MIRAX.
Later in 2014, SATER and ROZOV had a deal to purchase a building in New
York, NY at 38th St and 5th Ave. ROZOV purchased the building and sold it
in 2015 for a profit. In that deal, SATER identified the building and
recommended to ROZOV to purchase it. ROZOV felt it was a good decision
because it was a nice area. If ROZOV had a good understanding of real
estate in New York, NY he would be wealthier.
(U) ROZOV and SATER communicated via phone and likely used WhatsApp. The
two have not communicated for about two months. SATER's last communication
to ROZOV was an apology for causing ROZOV any trouble regarding the public
reporting of the TRUMP TOWER MOSCOW (TRUMP MOSCOW) deal.
(U) The TRUMP MOSCOW project was just a business idea, it never made it to
the financing, location identification, design, or construction phases.
SATER and ROZOV discussed the project as an idea. The project could have
taken two different forms, one was a building fully developed by the TRUMP
ORGANIZATION (TRUMP ORG), the other was a licensing deal for the building
developed by another organization. In this instance the business idea was
that the TRUMP ORG would license the Trump name to a building developed by
ROZOV.
(UI ROZOV described the process for a hypothetical building development:
ROZOV would have two options to secure the land, one is to purchase the
land resulting in a wholly private project; the other is to lease the
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land. Once he had a plot of land, he would begin architectural and design
drafts. The drafts would allow ROZOV to approach the appropriate
regulatory bodies for required authorizations. ROZOV felt that was likely
similar to a place like New York, NY. Once the regulatory authorization
was in place_, ROZOV would confirm his ideas and intent with the building,
then begin
approach services in Moscow to initiate construction. This
is a rough outline on how a building project would be completed and ROZOV
offered to have one of his assistants produce a much more detailed version
if the FBI requested.
(U) ROZOV i d e n t i f i e d ~ - - - - - - - ~ as a developer who has experience
building in New York, NY.

b6
b7C

{U) The Russian Federation did not have to approve the building
development in Moscow. The Moscow City government would approve the
project, but that was the only governmental requirement. It was obvious to
ROZOV that if Vladimir Putin or a high level official in the Federal
Government stated that a particular project should happen, it would speed
up the process and guarantee that it would be finished. ROZOV compared
this to the power the Mayor of New York, NY may have in expediting a
project.
(U) ROZOV did not recall seeing any drawings or design drafts of TRUMP
MOSCOW. ROZOV never formed a vision for the project. ROZOV never looked
for land for the building. ROZOV's analysis of the business idea was
simple: it would not be profitable. The timing for the project was wrong;
ten years earlier would have been much better. The economy was bad for
high-rises at the time of the proposal. ROZOV did not rule~out the
possibility for the deal in the future. The Letter of Intent (LOI) does
not have an end-date. Additionally, ROZOV did not view the LOI as an
obligation from either party.
(U) ROZOVls expertise is in pre-construction sales. ROZOV thinks that it
would cost about $2,500.00 per square meter to build a high-rise building
in Moscow.
(U) When ROZOV signed the LOI his attitude was that it was bad timing for
the project, but because the U.S. side of the deal would sign it, he did
not want to turn down the opportunity. There is still the potential for a
deal in the future. The details are in the letter.
(U) SATER introduced ROZOV to MICHAEL COHEN over the phone about two years
ago. ROZOV was talking to SATER, and SATER passed the phone to COHEN.
COHEN tried to say something to ROZOV in Russian, and ROZOV tried to say
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something to COHEN in English, and that was the extent of their
conversation. ROZOV did not remember any specifics. ROZOV had no contacts
with anyone else representing the TRUMP ORG.
(U) SATER is a very social person, and ROZOV has spoken to SATER
intermittently, but as stated before, not in the last two months.
(U) SATER first contacted ROZOV regarding TRUMP MOSCOW by phone. SATER had
contacted ROZOV about deals in the past, but they were never serious.
ROZOV was unsure of how many times SATER had pitched him an idea.

(U) In regards to TRUMP MOSCOW, SATER suggested the idea and proposal to
ROZOV. SATER did not have land, nor financing lined up. ROZOV would not
rely on SATER to have those in place. ROZOV did not count on SATER to
attain financing from a bank. ROZOV reiterated that his experience was in
pre-construction sales, because they are guaranteed successes, though with
a smaller profit margin. In pre-construction, all the financing comes from
ROZOV himself.
(U) SATER never introduced an architect to the project, nor any
development companies nor vendors.
(U) Prior to signing the LOI, ROZOV recalled some discussion of the
document's language. The discussion was regarding the legal language 1 not
the terms of the LOI. ROZOV received the original document in English, and
had it translated by a service in Moscow.
(U) After the LOI was signed, SATER took no action in moving the project
along. SATER did not explain any actions to ROZOV. ROZOV was not aware of
any actions taken by the TRUMP ORG. The TRUMP ORG did not reach out to
ROZOV, other than the previously discussed call with COHEN which occurred
prior to the LOI being signed. According to SATER, COHEN was DONALD J.
TRUMPls right hand man.

{U) If the project moved forward, ROZOV would have looked for a particular
plot of land. High-rise buildings have specific requirements, so the land
is a special location. The location did not have to be in Moscow center,
it could have been elsewhere. ROZOV recalled that when individuals try to
sell their projects, they always brand them as the tallest or the biggest
building in the area. ROZOV would not have believed SATER's sales pitch.
Business is a unique field where the business plans can paint a picture of
something that does not exist yet.
(U) ROZOV was not asked to contact any Russian Federation Official on
behalf of SATER or the TRUMP ORG~ No one from the Russian Federation has
contacted ROZOV regarding TRUMP MOSCOW.
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(U) ROZOV was not aware of a plan to have 'T'RUMP visi.t Moscow. R07,0V would
not have began work on the project unless he had a personal meeting with
TRUMP, however, this never happened. ROZOV had no personal meeting with
COHEN, though it was probably discussed on the phone call with SATER and
COHEN.

(U) SATER visited

(U)

ROZOV has attended the St.

b6
b7C
Petersburg Forums,

there have been many,

and he has attended some but not all. He did not recall any discussion of
COHEN or TRUMP attending a St. Petersburg Forum.
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GIORGI RTSKHILADZE (alternatively GEORGIY RUKHILADZE), date of birth (DOB)
~ - - - ~ ' was interviewed at the Special Counsel 1 s Office (SCO) on 5/10

/2018. Also present during the interview were RTSKHILADZE's attorneysc:J
b6
b7C

"----------------------------------Jsenior

Assistant Special Counsel Jeanne Rhee 1 Assistant Special Counsel L. Rush
Atkinson,

FBI Special Agent ...._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Jand FBI Intelligence

Analyst ...._ _ _ _ ___, The interview began at approximately 2:00 p.m. and
concluded at approximately 5:00 p.m. Water was provided to RTSKHILADZE.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing agents,

RTSKHILADZE voluntarily provided the following information:
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Felix SATER, bornl
was contacted in Washington, D.C. He was
accompanied by his attorney,~I_ _ _ _ _ _ __.I Present for the interview
were Senior Assistant Special Counsel Andrew Weissman, Assistant Special
Counsel Lawrence Atkinson, ASAC,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __, and Special Agent
,__ _ _ _ _ _ _~At the outset of the interview SATER andr::Jwere
presented a proffer .letter dated 9/19/2017. SATER .anc:L__jreviewed and
signed the letter. Following this, SATER provided the following
information:

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

b6
b7C

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
b6
b7C

UNCLASSIFIED//Washington,
lmcs1ig<lHOllOn

09/19/2017

at

District Of Columbia,

United States

( In

Person}

Filc;•...:::::::=:=:=:=:=:=:=:;"========'------------Datcdrnfkd

09/28/2017

b, ' = = = = = = = = = = = ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

JA

39-403

b6
b7C
b7E

01/17/2020

892

b7E

UNCLASSIFIED/,._

Ccntinm111011ofFD~Jll1of

(U/ ~ ) Interview of Felix Sater on 9/19
/2017

.01'

09/19/2017

2 of 8
bS Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per DOJ/OIP
b6
b?C

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

Post-Bayrock:

r-~------------------~-H_e_r_e_.l_o_c_a_t_e_d_t_o_M_o_s_c_o_w~,~---.b-5-Per DOJ/OIP
In

2010, Trum

asked SATER to work for his or anization.

b5 Per DOJ /OIP
b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OII?

b6
b7C

UNCLASSIFIED/,._..

JA

39-403

FBI(19cv1278)-1402

01/17/2020

893

b7E

UNCLASSIFIED/,,._

(U/ ~ Interview of Felix Sater on 9/19
C'ontinuaoonofFD-Jlllof /2017

.oi,

09/19/2017

.Page

3 of 8
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

Trump Tower Moscow:
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

bS Per DOJ/OI:P

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I

jRozov' s architect/development
"""'o"'u""s.,..in_e_s_s_w_a_s.....,,.I--:.c""•....,,,E,-xp_e_r.,..t-r""n_v_e_st~m_e_n~ts~c-o-mp_a...Jny I

b6
b?C
r_s_A;;;T;;..E;;.R;.;...i;;.·n;;;t.;.r;;.o.;..d.;..u::.c;:.e;:.d:....R:.co=zo;:.v.;_t;:.o:....C;:.o;:.h;_;e;:.n;_;.,__I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ILb_S_P..,er DOJ/OIP

UNCLASSIFIED/~

JA

39-403

FB!(19cv1278)· 1403

01/17/2020

894

b?E

UNCLASSIFIED//..,.._

(U/ ~ Interview of Felix Sater on 9/19
Ccmin-uauonofFD~?.02of

_1_2_0_1_1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .On

09/19/2017

.Page _4_o_f_B_
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

I
bS Per DOJ/OIP

I

b6
b7C

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b5 Per OOJ/OIP
b6
b?C

I
bS .Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

bS Per DOJ/OIP

I

I

b6
b7C

bS Per DOJ/Oil?

I

I

UNCLASSIFIED/~

JA

39-403

FB!(19cv1278)· 1404

01/17/2020

895

b7E

UNCLASSIFIED/,._..

(U/ ~ ) Interview of Felix Sater on 9/19
ContinoaHOll(lfFD<Hl2of / 2017

.Oi)

09/19/2017

.Page

of 8
b5 Per DOJ/OIP

l:,5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
l:,7C

Jr. and Ivanka Trum

bS Per DOJ/OIP
l:,6
b7C
bS Per DOJ/OIP

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C
b7F

UNCLASSIFIED/,,._

JA

39-403

FBI 19cv1278)·1405

01/17/2020

896

UNCLASSIFIED/fi;>e;,e-

b7E

(U/ / ~ Interview of Felix Sater on 9/19
Continual!OllOfFD-101(}[ /2017

.On

09/19/2017

.Pngc

6 of 8
bS Per DO.J/OIP

I

b6
b7C
b7E'

bS Per DO.J/OIP

I
bS Per DOJ/OI:P
b6
b7C
b7E'

I

bS Per DO.J/OIP

I

b6
b7C
b7E'

bS Pe-r DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C
b7E'

b5 Per 00.J/OIP

I
UNCLASSIFIED/fl;leee-

JA

39-403

FBI(19cv1278)-1406

01/17/2020

897

UNCLASSIFIED//b?E
(U//~) Interview of Felix Sater on 9/19
On

CominuauonofFD~:.m of / 2017

09/19/2017

7 of 8

b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b?C

bS Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b?C

bS Per DOJ/OIP
b6
b?C

I
b5 Per DOJ/OIP
b6
b7C

bS Per DOJ/Oil?

b6
b7C

I

I

bS Per DOJ/OIP
b6
b7C

I

I

UNCLASSIFIED/~

JA

39-403

FB!(19cv1278)-1407

01/17/2020

898

b7E

UNCLASSIFIED/,,_

(U/ ~ ) Interview of Felix Sater on 9/19
.On

ComimiaHonofFD~1fl2of /2017

09/19/2017

of 8
!b5 Per DOJ/OIP

b6
b7C

DOJ/OI?

UNCLASSIFIED//.-

JA

39-403

FBI(19cv1278)· 1408

01/17/2020

899
b7A
b7E

-1 of 11-
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ll/ 14/2018

Je.:-::oire Co::::si, date o:: bi:::-th (DOB).___ _ _ _.., was inte::-:viewed at the
Special Counsel's o::ice, located at 395 E St:::-eet SW, Washington, D.C., in
the p:::esence o::'.: his att~o_c::_n_e~y:...:...'..,i_ _ _ _
P:::-esent ::o·.::: the inte::view we:.:-e

b6
b7C

..-_.l

I

j SA,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,, Senio:::"
Assistant Special Counsel (Sl\.SC) Jeannie S, Rhee, SA.SC And::::ew Goldstein,
Assistant Special Counsel (l\SC) Aa:::-on Zelins~y, and FBI Intelligence
A n a l y s t ~ - - - - - - - - ~ ASC Rush At:<;:inson was p::::esent ::"o:::- po:::-tions o::
FBI Special !\gent

(Sl\)

the inte:'.:'view. P:::-io.:-'.' to the inte::::-view, Co:::-si signed a p.:-::o:::e:::- ag:::-eerr.ent,
o::::-iginally signed on 9/21/2018. A::te::: being advised o:: the pu:::-pose o:: the
inte:::-view and identities o: the inte:-viewing agents, Co.:-::si p:::-ovided the

::allowing in:o:::-n:ation;
Co::si than:<.ed the inte::::-viewing indi victuals ::o:: the oppo::::-tunity to thin:<.

about his testi1r.ony ove.::night and said he did a lot o: soul
sea.::ching. Co:::-si said he did not .::err.err.be:'.." a lot
what had been shown to
hirr: the p::::-e-vious day and ::::ealized that the way he wanted to :::-err:errbe::::

~t_h_i_n_q~s_w_a_s_n_o_t_a_c_t_u_a_l_l,~·-h_o_w_t_h_i_n~q_s_h_a-pp_e_n_e_d_._.l~------------~l~:;A
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Washingtonr District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person)

F1!c:'.'.:::=:=:=:=:=:==:==========:------------Da1cdrnflcd

11/04/2018

;rt

b6
b7C

b;
This doc11mcn1 001'l11ii1'tS- neuhe!' !'CcornmcndttHons n-01 condusions of the FBI.
10 be dis.1ributcd outside ~ow· ag.cnc}.
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b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b?C

I
b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b?A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C
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b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

I
Co::::-si said the Special Counsel s o::::ice inte::::-view was the :'.:i.::-st tirre he
1

carr.e to te::::-irs with the t::::-uth. He had been lying to hirr:sel:: to believe his
own cove:::- sto::::-y. Co::::-si apologized it had ta:-cen hirr. so long to corr.e to
te::rrs with the t.:uth. He needed to adrrit to hi1rsel:'.: that he was lying.
b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

Co::::si ::"i.::'.'st iret t-ealloch in July 2015, when rv~alloch was thin:-<ing about
publishing his n:err.oi::::-s. They spent two o::::- th::::-ee days togethe.:-. Co::::-si
thought t,:alloch had c::::-edentialsT as he had wo::::-:.Ced at the State Depa:::.·trr.entT

in the United Nations, in Davos, and had othe:- globalist a::"::'iliations.
t'-(alloch wanted to apply Ch:::'.'istian values to business ethics and believed

in sove::::-eignty. t--::alloch :::-elayed to Co::::-si his views on the evils o:: the EU
and said he had connections to
be::o::::-e the surr:.rr.e~· o:.:' 2016.

:c:::J

c::J

b6

b?C
b6
b?A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C
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b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

I
Co::::-si thought he suggested to sorre people at WND that he had a connection
to Assange, but thought he was vague about, using te:::rrs li~e nwo::d isn and
sou::::ces a:::e." Co:::si thought he suggested as rruch toc:::]when he told
11

b6
b?C

hirr_ that he would go to :...ondon i:'.: WND bought hirr: a tic:Zet.
b6
b7A

b7B per DOJ

b7C

I
b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

Co::si did not want to state that Iv':alloch had seen Assange, because I~alloch
rr_ay not have. Co'.:'.."si had tal:S:.ed to ' - - - - - - - - - - - ' a n d othe::::s, all who
we:::e speculating about what Wi:-(i:::.iea:.<:.s had, so when he said "wo::d is" he

b6
b?C

was being intentionally vague because had had s o:<en to people that we::e
srr:a::t about that so.-::-t o: thing .
..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.b6
,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _..,,7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b?A
b7B per DOJ
..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _'b7C
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b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

~-------------------------------------n7C

b6
b7A
b7B

per DOJ

b7C

I
b6
b7A
b7B per OOJ

b7C

Co:::si did not :::erren:be::: sending tv:alloch an err.ail on .l\ugust 16, 2016 about
Putin.

Co:::si published the August 31, 2016 n:erro on Octobe.:::: 6, 2016. l\t that tin:e,
he still held hirrsel::: out as the connection to Wi~i:.ea~s. The t:::igge::'.' :=o:::
the :::elease
the a:::-ticle was the publication o: an a:::-ticle about [Paul]
fv'.:ana:':o:::-t and [Vi:.Cto:::-J Yanu:.Covych. Co.::si wanted to counte:::- it with a sto:::.-y
about Podesta, but he ::::-eally wanted to p::::-ovide stitrulus to l\ssange to

::'.'elease whateve.:::: he had on Podesta. Co.:csi was ang:::-y with l\ssange :"o::: not
:eleasing ewails on Octobe: 4, 2016.i

~

~ ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ : per DOJ
Octobe:::: 7,

2016 was a busy day :'.:o:::- Co::'.."si.

He watched all day to see what

b7C

l\ssange would do.

FB!(19cv1278)-1413
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b6
b7A
b7B prt DOJ

b7C

Co::::-si did not ::ecaJ.l exactly when he lea:::ned about the Billy Bush tape,
but was ve:::y su.::e it was be::o::e it was public. He ~err.errbe.::ed the line
about T::urr:p 11 g::::::abbing by the genitals" and being shoc:Zed by it. When it
carr.e out publicly late.::- that day, Co::si was not shoc:-ced by it because he
expected it.

Co::::::si initially thought he told people on a WND con:e.::ence call on Octobe.::
7, 2016 that the Billy Bush tape was corr:ing and that he sent out a tweet
about whethe.:: anyone could get to l\ssange, but then :::e::lected and said
rraybe he did nothing.
b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,ICocsi thoughtl~----,-~land
t<alloch we::e on that con::'.:e.::ence call and that he told therr about the Billy
Bush tape and it was a n::-oblerr.. Co~si thouaht he told tJ:alloch to aet to
b6
l\ssange i::'.: possible. I
l~--'---..;;_----'-------------------------~h7A

,.._-------------------------------------!078

per

00.J

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B

per OOJ

b7C
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Co:::si did not have a speci:::ic n:err.o::::-y o:: anything beyond the ::act that he
had advance ~nowledqe o:::' the Billy Bush tape, that he rrentioned it on a

con:::'e~ence call,I

-

b6

b?A
,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _jHe

did not have a clea.:::~~ per OOJ

rren:o::y he had told t1:alloch to get to l\ssange.
Co:::si too:-c c::edit ::'o::: the Wi:-ci:.ea!Cs durr.p

o::

Podesta in::'o::n:ation, but he

did not dese::'.:'ve it. He ~err.err:be.:::-ed he clea.::-ly wanted to get c::edit :::o:: i t

b6

b?A
b7B per OOJ

' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b?C

b6

b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C
b6

b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

'------------------------------------~b?C
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b6
b7A
b78 per OOJ

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

Co::::-si did not ;-:-ecall any conve::::sations about WLd::..ea~s, Stone,
l\.ssange
du:::ing a dinne:: he had on Janua::.y 7 r 2017 with Kalloch a n d ~ - - - ~

b6
b?C
b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C
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a::::ticle and said!
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b6

..-----------'-----------------------------·b?A
b7B per DOJ
b7C

I Pa::::ag::::aphs th::::-ee th:::-ough six we::.'.'e pulled :::':::-off. the Sc:hweize::'.'

I
b6

b?A
b7B per DOJ
b?C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b?C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b?C
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b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

'-------------------------------------'b7C

In Janua·"y., Co·rsi lff~~t WND and went to wo~:, at In::oWa::.'."sf
whe:::-e he I-I______________.,....________.I Co:::-si to DCI,

he got aj

l\t

b6
7A

whe:::-E.~~~ per DOJ

DCI, Co:.:si w:.:ote a:.:ticles eithe::

in his own narr:e o::_· :o:: DCI to use howeve:: they wanted. He w::::-ote about
Fannie t:ae, F:::'.'eddie tv:ac.,

and othe:::'.' va:::-ious policy issues. Co:::-si thought

' - - - - - - - - ' w a s a lot o:'.: rr_oney, but it was not ha:::-d wo:::'.":< and did not
taie a lot o: titre. The nurrbe:;: o:: a:.:ticles he w::ote a rronth va::-:-ied ::::.:'orr.

ze::o to one pe:: day. He also w::ote opinion pieces that we:.:e published in
sorr.eone else's narr.e.
b6

b7A

;---------.----------------------------h7B per
b7C

DOJ

It neve:: occu:.:::ed
to Co::::-si on his own to wo:::< :o:.: l\lex ,Jones. Stone told Co:::-si that WND was
not big enough
hirr: and he should wo::::-;: ::o::::- ~Jones, who had a bigge::audience. In::owa.::s also paid rr.o.::e than WND. Co.::si w::::-ote th:::-ee a::::-ticles a
wee:~ o::: so, and did sorre b:::-oadcasts. j

Co:::::-si :::-ecalled that as the election cycle was wea::ing down, f.V:alloch rrade a
contact in Tu:::::-:-<:ey and wanted to delive:: a lobbying cont:::act to DCI. Co:::si
would have wo::::-:,ed on the cont:::act with hirr., but it did not wo.::,<.. out.
Co:::::-si was still wo:::::-/;:ing ::o:::- In:oWa::.'.'s [as o: the inte::::-view] but was not
paid by In::owa:::s di.::ectly. He did
little ::o::: In::oWa:'.:'s but still got
j
He had :::ecently discussed the te:'.:'rr_s with In:'.::oWa:'.:'s
and tal;.:;ed about seve::::-al new p::ojects.

I

b6
b7C

FBI(19cv1278)-1418

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

909
b7A
b7E

ccminmuionofFD<'>ll2of (Ui

Interview of Jerome Corsi

Co::si stopped wo:.":-;.:ing

( 11. 01. 18)

,On
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.Pni:,,c 11 of 11

DCI in t..Ca:::-ch o:: l\p::il 2018.

b6

~---~'-'--------'------------'-------'------~----b7A
h7B per OOJ

~-----------------------------------~b7C

b6
b 7A
b 7B per DOJ
b 7C

I
b6

b 7A
b 7B per DOJ
b 7C

b6
b 7A
b 7B

per DOJ

b 7C

Mmi.PMY.at.i:Y..e.: The inte::::view notes and docurr.ents shown to Co:::si will be
rr.aintained in the lA section o:: the case :':ile.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

11/07/2018

Date ofcn!ly

Spe::_u:. Counse:..'s o:.::_ce,
p.:::esenc-e

o.:::

_ocaL-ed al 395 B SL.:eeL Sl'V,

Wash-ngLon,

D.C.,

_n lhe

h.>s a.LLo.:::ney, .__ _ __, P.:::esenL ..,,e.:::e FIL Spec_a:_ 1\genL ~ - - ~

b6

~------

Sen_o.::: l\ss.:..sLanL Spec.:..a:.. Counse:.. Jeunn.:..e S. Rhee, l\ss_sL.anl Spec.:...a:..
Counse.:.. i\a..::on ie::.._nsky, ,:H'ld l.:'l,L _nLe::..::.._gence J\nd::..ysl .__ _ _ _ _ _ ___.
Lo

b7C

Lhe _nLe.:::v..:.ew, Co.:::,_ s_gned .a p..-:-0.:::.::e.::: ug.:-eer:1enLF o..-:-_g_na:.._y s_gned on
i\.'.:"l.e.:'.' be_ng a.dv_sed

o.:::

Lhe pu.:::pose o.:- l.he ...:.nLe.:'.'v_ew a.nd _ctenL-ly

o.:::

the

_nLe.::-v.:..-ew..:.ng agenL, Co.:::s_ p.::-ov.:..ded Lhe .::o:..:..ow...:.ng ...:.n.::o.:::MaL-on:
b6

b7A
b/B

per DOJ

b?C

b6
b7A
b7B- per DOJ

b?C

I
b6
b?A
b7B per DOJ

b?C

b6

b?A
78

per DOJ

b?C

Washingtonr District Of Columbiar United States

(In Person)

F1!c;•..'.::::::=:=:=:=:==:==,------------------Dmcdrnficd

11/04/2018

lmcs.liga!ionon

b>

11/02/2018

at
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.On _1_1_/_0_2_/_2_0_1_B_. Pag.c
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b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b?C

Adm_,tn.i:;ll..atl.Ye:

~'hl? o.:::.:.g_na::_ _nle.::v_:_ew_ng notes ,....,_:__:._ be r1.e._nte..:.ned _n Lhe ::_i\
a:ong w..:..Lh Lhe s_gned p:o_..:e: ag:::eer:ienl.

secl_on o..: Lhe ::ase :_ __ er
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UNCLASSIFIED//~

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
10/29/2018

Jerome Corsi, date of birth (DOB)'------~ was inter-..dewed at the
Special Counsel's O.ffice, located at 395 E: Street_, SW, Washington, D.C.
Also present during the interview were Corsi' s a t t o r n e y ~ - - - - ~
Assistant Special Counsel {ASC) Aaron Zelinsky, Senior Assistant Special
Counsel (SASC) Jeannie Rhee_, SASC Andrew Goldstein, FBI Special Agents

;-------'-~a~n~dJ.-,-----------''

b6

b7C

and FBI Intelligence Analyst

Corsi was advised his participation in the interview was voluntary and
the interview could be terminated at any moment of his choosing.
Corsi was also advised that multiple Special Agents of the FBI were
present in the interview and it was a crime to lie to them.
b6

b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C
Corsi thought Assange
would know who Corsi was based on Corsi's writin s.
is conversations wi
orm o
because Malloch liked
would sometimes communicate via hone calls, however.

Corsi did recall Malloch
was reluctant to do it, but got the impression he would try.,__ _ _ _ _~
Corsi did not recall Malloch ever providing

....,_i_n""f_o_r_m_a""t_i_o_n...,.f_r_o_m""""A_s_s_a_n_g_e______,

b6

b7A
b7C

UNCLASSIFIED//~
fmcsliga!ionon

09/17/2018

at

Washingtonr District Of Columbia, United States

(In Person}

Datcdrnfkd

09/18/2013

b> ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - This document coNains ncilhcr !'C-CommcndaHons n-01 condus101is oftllc FBI. !tis the propc11~ of the FBl and 1s loaned 10 ~our a.gene:: u and !IS contcms a!'<;; not

b7A
b7C
b
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E
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UNCLASSIFIED/~

(U/ ~ } Interview of Jerome Corsi 09/17
,On

ComimmuonofFD<Hl2of /2018

09/17/2018

,Page

2 of

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C
b6
b7A
b7C

b6
b7A
b7C

Corsi said many people were interested in Corsi getting in touch with
Assange. Corsi advised he did not get to Assange directly.
Corsi said his connectJons to the Donald Trump campaign included
Kellyanne Conway and Stephen Miller. Corsi had known Conway from her time

with the Council for National Policy (CNP) and Miller from Miller's time
serving as an aide to Senator Jeff Sessions. Corsi said he would publish
articles and send them to both the campaign and the White House. Corsi
indicated he would often not receive a response to his emails.
b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

I
b6
b7A
b78 per DOJ

b7C

UNCLASSIFIED//~
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UNCLASSIFIED/~

( U / / ~ Interview of Jerome Corsi 09/17
ContinuauonofFD-102of /20113

On

09/17/2018

3 of

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

I

I

b6
b7A
b?C
b7E

I

UNCLASSIFIED/~
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b7A
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UNCLASSIFIED/~
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Da1cofcnH)

10/29/2018

Jerome Corsi, date of birth (DOB) ~ - - - - ~ was interviewed at the
E. Barrett Prettyman United States Courthouse, located at 333 Constitution
Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C., 20001. Also present during the interview
were Corsi ts a t t o r n e y ~ - - - - ~ Assistant Special Counsel (ASC} Aaron
Zelinsky, Senior Assistant Special Counsel (SASC) Jeannie Rhee, SASC
Andrew Goldstein, FBI Special Agent
and FBI
Intelligence A n a l y s t ~ - - - - - - - - ~ After being advised of the
purpose of the interview and identity of the interviewing agent, Corsi
I
provided the following information:

b6
b7C

Corsi was advised his participation in the interview was voluntary and
he could terminate the interview at any time. Corsi was further advised
that intentionally providing false statements to FBI Agents was a
violation of federal law.
Corsi confirmed his statements from a previous interview conducted on 09
"Il...1=..7
....1....' 2=-0=-1=..8;..i.!_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.....!:~!

per DOJ

b7C

I
Corsi said, as of August 2016, he had watched and seen Podesta for a
long time. Corsi thought WikiLeaks would release Podesta's emails serially
in order to continually feed the news cycle, as opposed to dropping all
the information at once. Corsi also thought Julian Assange (Assange) would
design the release of Podesta's emails to be an "October surprise."

b6

b7A

____________________________________

,_

b7B per

DOJ

b7C

l

__.

UNCLASSIFIED/~
b7A
tmcsligalionon

09/21/2013

at

Washington, District Of Columbiar United States

(In Person)

Da!cdrnfkd

09/21/2018

File#

b7E

b6

b7C

b;

This d(lc11mcnt cont,i!ns. ncllhc1· recommendations nor condus.t0ns of the FBI.
10 be diSH'ibntcd onts•dc ,om· agc;,c;.

JA

[t
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UNCLASSIFIED//~

(U/ ~
CominuauonofFD.}02of /2018

Interview of Jerome Corsi 09/21

On

09/21/2018

Page

2 of

b6
b7A
b7B per OOJ

b7C

Corsi said after
expected in October
have posted a tweet
nothing?,. Corsi was
the delay.

Assange did not release the Podesta emails on the date
2016, Corsi was disappointed. Corsi thought he may
saying something akin to nwhatrs the drumbeat for
still confident Assange had the information despite

Corsi recalled the day the Billy Bush tape was announced, WikiLeaks
also began dropping Podesta's emails.
b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ
b7C

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b7A
b7B

per DOJ

b7C

UNCLASSIFIED//~
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b7A
b7E

FD-302a (RcY. 05-08--lO}

UNCLl\SSIFIED//~

Interview of Jerome Corsi 09/21

[Agent Note: At approximately 10:50 AM, attorney's from the sco entered
into a verbal proffer agreement with Corsi and
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b7B per DOJ

b?C
b6

b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

**

Agent Note: Restroom break**
b6

jDinnerl

b7C

Corsi was asked to describe his relationship w i t h ~ - - - - - - - 1· Corsi described!
las a crook, but admitted he had no
1-b_a_s_i_s~f-o-'r saying that. Corsi confirmed he was in attendance at a dinner
withc:::::J in New York o n ~ - - - - - Corsi described the food as ua
quality at best.n Corsi said the dinner party included Corsi, Malloch, and
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b6
b?C

wanted to

(EU) .,__ _ _ _.,..as representing that Corsi could make a lot of money if he
were to also come along 1 however, Corsi thought the offer was nonsense and
was therefore not interested. Corsi said the offer felt like a "con-job"
and got the impression Malloch was in on it.

Corsi was advised that after the dinner,
b6
,-----------------------'-'----------------c..,b.7A
b7B per DOJ

7
Corsib C

said,__ _ _,L..,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __J
b6
b7A
b7B per OOJ

b7C

** Agent Note: At this time 1 (2) identical written proffer agreements were
executed, a digital copy of which is included in a digital lA **

Corsi was asked about his relationship with
described

Corsi
Corsi did not

recall how,_l~o-n-g--:h-e--:h-a-s--~k=n=o=w=n=~~;~;;~;;-o-r--:h~o-w-t~h~e-y-,-,e-r-e-7"introduced. Corsi
added he has never met
him

in person. Corsi advised
Corsi said his

sends

(Corsi's) Russian

~l,...a-,-,g-u_a_g_e_a..,·b-1"·l,--1,--·t-y-1:--.s---,,,,-,p-,-_e_t_t_)_'_p_r_1,...·n-n"·tive" and is often assisted by 'Google
translate' when reading Russian text. Corsi said
contacts him

I

I

b6
b7A
b7C
b7E

I sometimes

Corsi said many people contact him and he doesn't always know who they
are. Corsi said it's as if.__ _ _~has taken the.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,
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b7A
b7C
b7E

October 7, 2016
b6
b7A
b7B per OOJ

b7C

b6
b7A

:;; ,., '"
1---------------------------..-B-e-~--a-u_s_e_C_o_r_s~i_h_a_d~l
no direct access to Assange or WikiLeaks, Corsi said he may have sent out
public tweets because Corsi knew Assange was reading his tweets.

**

Agent Note: ,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___..

••

b7A
b7E

Corsi said after 10/03/2016, Corsi was blasting Assange on Twitter
saying how the absence of an expected release was a "big letdown. 11 Corsi
said the intent of his tweets was to communicate to Assange to drop the
emails immediately, intimating nnow is the time."

Corsi was asked
WikiLeaks material
conference call at
The WND daily call

what other action he took to initiate the release of
on 10/07/2016. Corsi said there was a daily 1:00 PM EST
WorldNetDaily (WND) to talk about the news of the day.
was often attended by,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.
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b6
b?C

Corsi said sometimes various WND
writers would attend the conference call~

Corsi said on 10/07/2016, on the conference call, and because Corsi had
no direct means to get to Assange, Corsi instructed anyone who could reach
Assange should get to him immediately. Corsi said the pressure was
enormous and recalled telling the board the tape was coming soon.
Corsi did not recall anyone telling him they successfully communicated
with Assange subsequent to the conference call. Corsi was convinced,
however, it was through his efforts that WikiLeaks released Podesta's
b6
emails when they did.
b7A

I

h7B per DOJ

b7C

b6
b?C

Corsi s ~
jcalled him the night prior to the captioned
rnterv1ew.
has called Corsi multiple times since Corsi~,-----~

l=---=:J

I

b3

Corsi has told C = : J he would~'--------~

1----"t====-1r1~·n-d71~·c..,ated to Corsi that a report has been given to Trump
regarding what Corsi had been doing. Corsi saidc:=:J:has a meeting with
Trump for approximately 15 minutes every Monday/Tuesday~ Corsi does not
know if this is true~

C = : J told Corsi to remember r:::::J talks to Assange. Corsi said
C=:Jwas feeding him an excuse to use with investigators. I

I

b6
b7A
b7B per DOJ

b7C

~-----------------------------------~::
b7A per DOJ

b7B
,--------------------------------------b7C
b7E
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b7A
~~:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_-:,.,~;~ per DOJ

I

b3

b6
b7A
b78 per DOJ

b7C

Corsi advised his wife recently said that in 27 years of marriage,
Corsi has never lied to her.

Corsi said he and Trump have had a cordial relationship over time.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

10/29/2018

Jerome Robert Corsi, date of birth {DOB) ~ - - - - - - ~ • ' social security
account number _ _ _ _ _~ was interviewed at the Special Counsel's
Office, 395 E Street SW, Washington DC 20024. Corsi was accompanied by his
attorney,
Present during the interview was FBI Special Agent (SA)
FBI S A ~ - - - - - - - - ~ FBI Intelligence Analyst (IA)
Assistant Special Counsel, Aaron Zelinsky, Senior
Assistant Special Counsel, Andrew D. Goldstein, and Senior Assistant
Special Counsel Jeannie Rhee.

b6
b?C

II-_------''--,!

Prior to the interview 1 c:J asked if the Special Counsel rs Office planned
to record the interview. c::Jwas advised it would not be recorded and
c::J inquired as to whether or not he could record the interview. c::Jwas
advised that he could not and that all electronic devices needed to placed
outside of the interview location for security purposes. SAC::J then
inquired as to whether or not c::J and/or Corsi had recorded the
conversation in SA
B-ucar, during the transport of Corsi from The
Mayflower hotel to the Special Counsel 1 s Office~ Both c::J and Corsi
denied recording the conversation and stated that they would have needed
to have asked SA
for permission prior to doing so.

b6

b7C

c::::J

c:J

b6
b?A

b7C
b7E

lmcslig:alion-0n

09/06/2018

.it

Washingtonr District Of Columbiar United States

(In Person}

Dmcdrnfkd

09/11/2018

File#-

b7A

b?E
b6

b> '=================-----------------------b?C
·n)iS d-Ocumcn1 C(lntJ1ios nc11hc1 rccommcndal!OllS nor co1<dusions of the FBI. !tis the propcn~ ()[the FBl and is loaned 10 ~our agcnc:: u and ns contcms a!'C not
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b6
b7A
b7C

b7E

Corsi was advised the interview was entirely voluntary and that he could
discontinue it or take a break to speak with his attorney at any time.
Corsi was further advised that intentional false statements during this
interview would be a violation of federal law. After being advised of the
identities of the interviewing Agents, Corsi provided the following
information:

b6
b7A

Corsi began by providing a brief description of his background. Corsi
b7B per DOJ
worked for WorldNetDaily (WNO) from approximately 2004 to 2017. Corsi quitb7C
working for WND shortly after the election, at the encouragement ofc:::=J
.__ _ _ _ _Jtold Corsi that WNO was not visible enough and that Corsi
should go to work for .__ _ _ _ _ __,..nfowars instead.
believed
had a much more visible platform with videos and a strong Internet
presence. Corsi continues to work for Infowars and they still pay him.
Corsi initially started at Infowars as the Washington Bureau Chief and had
an office near the Metro Center.

c:::=J

c:::J:

Shortly after joining Infowars, Corsi sought to obtain press credentials
for the White House. He ultimately received them, but only for a day.
Corsi tried to visit the White House after his first visit and was turned
away at the West gate. A Secret Service Agent told Corsi that his
credentials were no longer valid so he went to a coffee shop across the
street and telephoned a subordinate at the White House. Corsi's contact
advised him that Infowars was not recognized as an official news
organization by the White House. Corsi believed it was a result of a
previous interview that c:::::J did with Donald J. Trump. Corsi became
frustrated because his former organization, WND, was also trying to get
him press credentials .at both the White House and Congress. Corsi would
have received the credentials because WNO was officially recognized as a
news organization by the White House.

b6
b7C

Corsi first met Trump's father, Fred Trump, in 1985. Corsi had been
working in the financial services sector at a company called Marketing
One, based in Portland, Oregon. Corsi was a frequent visitor of The Plaza
Hotel in New York and was virtually living out of one of their hotel
rooms. Corsi was such a frequent guest that the hotel staff granted him a
private dining table in the Edwardian Room. When Trump purchased The Plaza
Hotel he often paid personal visits to the prominent guests, like Corsi.
That is how Corsi initially met Trump and Corsi has remained in contact
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with him ever since. Trump always treated Corsi as a paying customer and
the two have maintained a business-like relationship with one another over
the years.
In 2008, Corsi started the ""birth certificate issue," which was a
conspiracy theory alleging that Barack Obama was ineligible to be
President of the United States because he was not a natural born citizen
of the United States as required by law. Corsi had been working to publish
a book entitled, "Where is the Birth Certificate," when Trump became
interested in the topic. Trump often called Corsi to speak about the birth
certificate issue. Corsi described his conversations with Trump as being
one-sided, where Trump would often ask Corsi for his opinion and once
Corsi began to speak, Trump would cut him off and tell Corsi what he
thought about the topic. Corsi often left the phone calls feeling as if he
had said a lot 1 but said nothing at all. Corsi remembered having
approximately six phone calls with Trump about the birth certificate
issue. Corsi was in Florida when Obama publicly released his birth
certificate. Corsi received a call from
who told Corsi he
better put the television on. Shortly after, Corsi got a phone call from
Trump. Trump told Corsi he saw the birth certificate and that he was
finished with the topic. Corsi did not hear from Trump again about that
issue.

~-----~

In ~Tune- 2016, Corsi visited the campaign headquarters at Trump Tower in
New York. He visited the office on the 7th floor, which was tiny and
completely empty. Corsi saw Corey Lewandowski and Hope Hicks there but did
not see or interact with Trump. Corsi tried to engage Lewandowski in
conversation but Lewandowski had his head buried in a computer and only
made short verbal acknowledgments to Corsi such as, "uh huh. 11 Corsi was
introduced to one of the assistants at the campaign, a lady named,c:::::J
Last Name Unknown (LNU). [Agent Note: Corsi used the name c:::::JLNU but
this individual may be identifiable to Rhona Graff.]
LNU took Corsi
to buy a Make America Great Again {MAGA) hat and then took him to see to
Michael Cohen.

c:::J

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

Corsi rarely engaged with Trump directly and relayed messages to Trump
through Cohen. Corsi could call Cohen for anything but Cohen was often
11
disconnected" and Corsi's messages to Trump were sometimes relayed and
sometimes they were not. Cohen 1 s desk was full of memorabilia, documents,
papers, and junk. Corsi described Cohen as a 0 casino guy'1 who often dealt
with matters haphazardly, only to get pulled into a separate conversation
by the next person who entered the room.
Corsi described the first time he met Cohen.
took. Corsi to
Cohen's office and Cohen immediately invited him in. Cohen was in the

b6
b7C
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middle of a conversation with another man in his office and Corsi felt as
if the other man was annoyed because he had interrupted their
conversation. Shortly thereafter, Cohen received a phone call from a
representative from the New York Yankees. Cohen took the phone call and
spoke loudly to the representative, in front of both Corsi and the other
man. A short time later, another individual came into Cohen's office and
pressed Cohen to sign some papers that urgently needed to be completed.
Cohen did so and then looked at Corsi and said, "letrs go meet some
people." Cohen then took Corsi around the office to meet everyone. Corsi
as if Cohen was unab]e to focus on anything.
b6
b7A
b7C
b7E

b6
b7A
b7C
b7E

b6
b7A
b7C
b7E
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b?A
h7B per DOJ

b?C

Around the same time, Corsi told Sam Clovis about Malloch. Clovis was
being ignored by the campaign and his foreign policy team was failing.
Corsi never met with Clovis in person, but Clovis knew of Corsi's work.
b6
b?A
b7B per DOJ

~-------------------------------------·b?C
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b7C
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b7A
b7B per DOJ
b7C

At the conclusion of this interview, Corsi and his attorney were driven
back to The Mayflower in SA
Bucar. During the transport, Corsi
made several statements to SA

c:::::J

C::J-1
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b6

The following items have been enclosed for the file as digital lA
attachments to this FD-302: 1) One copy of hand-written notes provided by
Corsi;
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1

8/8/2017

1

8/fi/71117

4

8/10/2017

8

Papadopoulos, George

8/10/2017

2

8/11/2017

9

11/2017

11

Papadopoulos, George

ll/2017

l

8/14/2017

l

8/15/2017

2

8/15/2017

1

8/15/2017

1

8/15/2017

6

8/15/2017

l

8/16/2017

1

8/16/2017

12

8/16/2017

1

8/16/2017

1

8/16/2017

2

8/16/2017
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936
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages (Typed)

Subject Interviewed

1

8/16/2017

7

16

Date of Interview

8/16/2017

McCabe, Andrew

8/17/2017

9

8/18/2017

4

8/l8/2017

1

3/21/2017

1

fl/11/2017

l

8/21/2017

5

8/22/2017

3

8/22/2017

8

Tait, Matthew

8/22/2017

8

8/23/2017

2

8/24/2017

1

8/24/2017

2

8/25/2017

2

8/28/2017

2

8/28/2017

4

8/28/2017

2

8/29/2017

2

8/29/2017

8/29/2017

5

15

Gordon, Jeffrey Duane

11

8/29/2011

teen

11

8/29/2017

Mcfarland, Kathleen Troia "K.T."

8/29/2017

2

8/30/2017

1

8/31/2017

1

8/31/2017

3

Bl,11'm7

~:

1

14
14

t;::Jason
Miller, Jason James

8/31/2017
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937
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages{Typed)

Subject Interviewed

Miller, Stephen

Date of Interview

8/31/2017

4

9/1/2017

3

9/5/2017

2

19/6/2017

14

9/7/2017

7

9/7/2017

2

9/7/2017

18

9/7/2017

7

9/8/2017

10

9/11/2017

1

9/12/2017

3

Carafano, James Jay

9/12/2017

7

9/12/2017

ll

9/12/2017

12

9/12/2017

8

Laufman, David

9/12/2017

1

9/12/2017

8

9/12/2017

3

17

2

7

7

3

3

Hoskins, iames M. Jr.

9/14/2017

McFarland, Kathleen Troia "K.T."

9/14/2017

1
7

10

9/14/2017
9/15/l017

11

12

9/15/2017

Vates, Sally

2

9/18/2017

2

9/18/2017

2

9/19/2017

2

9/19/2017

l'agell of 3S
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938
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages {Typed)
22

8

Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

9/19/2017

u!os, George

,~3+.,, •elix

9/19/2017

2

9/20/2017

2

9/20/2017

3

9/20/2017

4

'l/20/2017

Papadopoulos, George

9

9/21/2017

2

9/21/2017

l

9/21/2017

9

9/22/2017

8

9/22/2017

l

9/22/2017

1

9/25/2017

5

9/25/2017

12

Shugart, Paula

9/25/2017
9/25/2017

l

18

McCabe, Andrew

9/26/2017

2

9/26/2017

6

19/25/2017

9

9/26/2017

4

9/26/2017

4

9/26/2017

H

9/28/2017

3

9/29/2017

22

19/29/2017

1

10/2/2017

1

10/2/2017

5

10/2/2017

1

10/3/2017

12

Clovis, Samuel Harvey Jr.

10/3/2017

s

Clovis, Samuel Harvey Jr.

10/3/2017
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939

sco Interviews
Number of
Pages (Typed}

Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

23

10/3/2017

2

10/3/2017

2

10/4/2017

6

10/4/2017

l

10/5/2017

12

10/5/2017

2

10/5/2017

6

10/5/2017

7

10/6/2017

1

10/6/2017

2

10/6/2017

Papadopoulos, George D,

2

10/6/2017

1

10/10/2017

1

10/10/2017

1

10/10/2017

Page, Carter

3

10/10/2017

2

10}10/2017

4

10/10/2017

1

10/11/2017

1

10/11/2017

4

10/12/2017

2

10/12/2017

1

10/13/2017

Brown, Cantrell

14

10/13/2017

1

10/13/2017

30
2

17
12

10/13/2017

Priebus, Reinhold

;;Sean

!10/16/2017

Soicer, Sean

10/16/2017

10/16/2017

l

10/16/2017

1

10/17/2017
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940
SCO Interviews
l\lumberof
Pages {Typed)
6

Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

Mcfarland, Kathleen Troia "K.T."

10/17/2017

Spicer, Sean

10/17/2017

3

10/18/2017

4

10/18/2017

5

10/19/2017

16

10/19/2017
10/19/2017

3

2

McFarland. l::.T.

10/19/2017

1

10/19/2017

2

10/20/2017

1

10/20/2017

1

10/20/2017

l

10/20/2017

B

10/23/2017

2

10/23/2017

1

Kushner, Jared Corey

10/24/2017

2

10/24/2017

1

10/25/2017

5

Miller, Matthew

10/25/2017
10/25/2017

7

8

Clovis, Samuel Harvey Jr.

10/26/2017

1

10/26/2017

10

10/26/2017

3

10/29/2017

2

10/31/2017

12

10/31/2017
10/31/2017

3

5

Laufman, David

10/31/2017

14

Miiler. Stephen

10/31/2017

1

7

5

11/1/2017

Page 11of 35

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

941
SCO Interviews
Numbe1of
Pages{Typed)

Subject Interviewed

11/1/2017

2

5

Date of Interview

Kushner Jared Corev

11/1/2017

2

11/1/2017

2

11/1/2017

5

11/1/2017

4

11/2/2017

13

11/2/2017

3

11/2/2017

23

Burnham, James

11/3/2017

1

McFarland, K.T. & McFarland, Alan

11/3/2017

2

11/3/2017

3

11/3/2017

25

van der zwaan, Alex

11/3/2017

'!O

Donak!son, Anni<?

11/6/2017

2

11/6/2017

3

Papadopoulos, George

17

Lewandowski, Corey

o.

11/7/2017
11/8/2017

2

11/8/2017

9

11/8/2017

9

11/9/2017

1

11/9/2017

1
18

11/13/2017

Akhmetshin, Rinat

11/14/2017

11

11/14/2017

5

11/14/2017

6

11/15/2017

6
25

11/15/2017

=

Comev, James

2

1/16/2017

2

15

Flynn, Michael T.

11/16/2017
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942

sco Interviews
Number of
Pages (Typed}

Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

12

Kaveladze, Ike Thomas

11/16/2017

11

Flynn, Michael T.

11/17/2017

11

11/17/2017

9

11/17/2017

2

Page, Carter

11/17/2017

4

11/17/2017

4

7

11/20/2017
11nn12017

Flvnn, Michael T.

13
13

11/20/2017

Dhillon, Uttam

11/21/2017

8

11/21/2017

1

11/21/2017

10

Flynn, Michael T,

11/21/2017

19

Mcl':arl:and, iathl.,en

U/22/2017

1

York, Eric

11/22/2017

10

Dearborn Rick

11/28/2017

12

11/28/2017

19

11/28/2017

2

ll/28/2017

7

11/29/2017

1

11/29/2017

1
16

10

11/29/2017
John

1

Flvrm, Michael T.

1

11/29/2017

1

11/29/2017

7

111/30/2017

19

McGalm, Donald

11/30/2017

3

11/30/2017

II

12/1/2017

16

12/1/2017
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943
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages(Typed)

Subject Interviewed

1

12/2/2017

21
5

Date of Interview

12/4/2017
Oen man, Diana Destine

12/4/2017

13

12/4/2017

12

12/4/2017

1

2/5/2017

6

12/5/2017

7

12/5/2017

2

McFarland, !CL & Mcfarland, Alan

12/5/2017

5

12/5/2017

1

12/5/2017

1

12/6/2017

2

12/6/2017

2

12/6/201.7

1

12/6/2017

2

12/6/2017

1

12/6/2017

1

12/6/2017

l

12/6/2017

9

12/7/2017

28

Hicks, Horu>

12/7/2017

28

Hicks,Hope

12/7/2017

11

12/7/2017

9

12/712017

23

Hicks, Hope

12/8/2017
12/8/2017

2

1

,,

19

E

1

18

7

McGahn, Donald

I I

7
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944
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages(Typed)

Subject lntel'lllewed

12/13/2017

9

9

Oate of Interview

Lieberman Edward H,

12/13/2017

10

12/13/2017

2

12/14/2017

2

12/14/2017

1

12/14/2017

15

McGahn, Donald

12/14/2017

15

Miller, Stephen

12/14/2017

15

Miller, Stephen

12/14/2017

7

Sater, Felix

12/15/2017

12

12/20/2017

5

12/20/2017

1

12/20/2017

10

12/20/2017

5

12/20/2017

10

12/21/2017

6

12/21/2017

12

12/22/2017

5

s

Beniamtnov, Roman

8

2

1/8/2018

1

1/8/2018

9

1/8/2018

12

1/8/2018

7

!1/9/2018

14

Hawker, Jonathan

1

Hawker, Jonathan

l/9/2018

10

Khalilzad, Zalmay

1/9/2018

1/9/2018

4

1/10/2018

1

1/10/2018

7

Flynn, Michael T.

1/11/2018
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945

sco Interviews
Number of
Pages (Typed}

Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

1/11/2018

1

l

1/11/2018

10

Berkowitz, Avrahm

10

Berkowitt, Avrahm

1/12/2018

1

1/13/2018

5

1/17/2018

2

Nader, George

2

Nader. Georl!e

1/17/2018
:2018

2

/2018

25

Sessions, Jefferson

1/17/2018

25

Sessions, Jefferson Beauregard Ill

1/17/2018

6

1/18/2018

2

1/18/2018

l

Nader, George

1/18/2018

15

Nader, George

1/19/2018

4

1/19/2018

10

1/20/2018

l

1/22/2018

19

Nader, George

13

Nader, George

1/23/2018
1/23/2018

5
6

Boyd, Charles

1/24/2018

6

Flynn, Michael T,

1/24/2018

5

1/24/2018

1

1/24/2018

1

1/24/2018

4

1/25/2018

5

Zakheim, Dov

1/25/2018

22

Gates, Richard William m

1/29/2018

l

Gates, Rick

1/29/2018

16

Gates, Richard William Ill

1/30/2018
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946
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages frvpedl
1

Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

1/30/2018

Gates Rick

2
3

'Lenzi, Mark

1/30/2018

7

Luff Samira

1/30/2018

l/30/2018

8

11

Boerne, Oana

21

Gates, Richard William m

1

Gates, Rick

1/31/2018

-

"

1

131/2018

1

'1/2018

15

2/1/2018

23

Gates, Richard William Ill

2/1/2018

1

'Gates, Rick

2/1/2018

10

Heilbrunn, Jacob

i/1/2018

2

2/1/2018

16

Gates, Richard WIiiiam Ill

2/2/2018

1

Gates Rick

2/2/2018

1

2/2/2018

1

2/3/2018

2

2/4/2018

13

2/5/2018

1

2/5/2018

1

8

1

8

6

2/6/2018

1

2/6/2018

5

2/6/2()18

1S

Gates, Richard William Ill

2/1/2018

1

Gates, Rick

2/7/2018

18

Davis, Richard Hannah

2/8/2018

1

Davis, Richard Hannah

2/8/2018
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947
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages(Typed)

Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

2/R/2018

3

14

Goldstone, Robert

2/ll/2018

19

Raffel, Josh

2/8/2018

19

12

12

2/8/2018
Richard

2/9/2018

Gates Richard William Ill

2/9/2018
2/9/2018

5

26

K.

2/12/2018

20

Gates, Richard William Ill

2/12/2018

15

Gates, Richard William Ill

2/12/2018

15

Gates, Richard Wllliam Ill

2/12/2018

1

Gates, Rick

2/12/2018

1

Gates, Rick

2/12/2018

8

2/13/2018

37

Bannon, Stephen K,

2/14/2018

11

Corallo, Mark

2/15/2018
2/15/2018

15

31

Sanders, P,

2/15/2018

Saunders, Paul

2/15/2018

1

2/16/2018

l

2/16/2018

18

!/19/2018

8

1

'21/2018

5

121/2018

1

/21/2018

2

Gates Richard William Ill

2/22/2018

7

2/22/2018

l

2/22/2018

1

2/23/2018

4

2/26/2018
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948
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages (Typed)

Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

17

Gates, Richard William lll

2/27/2018

1

Gates, Rick

~ ""'""'"

8

Landrum, Lendwood

11
3

2/27/2018

3

2/27/2018

7

Gates, Richard William Ill

2/28/2018

2

Gates, Richard William Ill

2/28/2018

2

Counsel for Flynn

3/1/2018
3/1/2018

2
4

Gates, Richard William Ill

3/1/2018

1

Gates, Richard William Ill

3/1/2018

6

3/1/2018

1

3/6/2(118

11

3/7/2018

l1

33

3/8/2018

Simes, Dimitri

3/8/2018

1

3/9/2018

11

Gates, Rlchard William Ill

3/12/2018

18

Hicks, Hope

3/13/2018

I

9

3/15/2018

2

Gates, Richard William Ill

3/16/2018

5

Gates, Richard William Ill

3/18/2018

1

3/18/2018

6

3/19/2018

8

Gates, Richard William Ill

3/20/2018

3

7

3/20/2018
Safron!

I

3/20/2018

4

3/20/2018

6

3/20/2018

7

Gates, Richard Wllllam Ill

3/21/2018
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949
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages !Typed)

Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

13

Berkowitz, Avrahm

3/22/2018

13

'B1>rkowitz, Avrahm

3/22/2018

s

3/22/2018

1

3/23/2018

8

'1123/2018

l
2

Gates, Richard William Ill

3/27/2018

3

3/27/2018

1

3/27/2018

20

Simes, Dimitri

3/27/2018

3/29/2018

1

l
8

3/29/2018
Szobocsan, John

3/29/2018
:l/30/Wt8

'l

3

Nix, Steven

3/30/2018

10

Donaldson, Annie

4/2/2018

2

4/2/2018

3

4/2/2018

ll

Priebus, Reinhold

4/3/2018
11/3/2018

3

12

Prince, Erik Dean

4/4/2018

14

Rtskhiladl:e, Giorgi

4/4/2018

12

4/4/2018

rine

14
8

4/5/2018
Lewandowski, Corey

4/6/2018

I

3

4/!l/2018

1

!Gates, Richard

4/10/2018

1

Gates, Richard

4/10/2018

6

Gates, Richard William ill

4/10/2018

1

Gates, Richard

4/11/2018

6

Gates, Richard William Ill

4/11/2018
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950
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages(Typed)

Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

33

Kushner, Jared Corey

4/11/2018

33

Kushner, Jared Corey

4/11/2018

5

4/11/2018

31

4/12/2018

31

4/12/2018

1

4/12/2018

19

4/13/2018

Porter, Robert

1

4/16/2018

1

Gates, Richard William Ill

4/17/2018

3

Gates, Richard William Ill

4/17/2018

1

Gates, Richard

4/18/2018

s

Gates, Richard William Ill

4/18/2018

1

4/19/2018

1

4/1.9/2018

2

4/19/2018

2

4/19/2018

6

4/20/2018

2

4/24/2018

2

4/24/2018

10

4/24/2018

2

4/24/1018

s
11

4/25/2018
Flynn, Michael T,

4/25/2018

5

1

4/26/2018

Safron!

~:

I

2

2

4127/2018

1

4/27/2018

3

4/29/2018

3

Gates, Richard

4/30/2018

12

Flynn, Michael T.

5/1/2018
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951
SCO Interviews
Numbe1of
Pages{Typed)
1

Subject Interviewed

;/1/2018

Gates, Richard Wi l!iam Ill

;/1 /2018

1
8

Date of Interview

Caputo, Michael

5/2/2018

2

5/2/2018

2

5/2/2018

1

5/3/2018
18

9

1

Gates, Richard

18

8

5/3/2018

5

5/3/2018

2

5/3/2018

10

Prince, Erik Oean

5/3/2018
5/4/2018

l
6

Flynn, Michael T,

S/4/2018

2

Gates, Richard William Ill

5/4/2018

1

5/4/2018

1

5/4/2018

4

5/7/2018

14

':J/7/2018

10

S/ll/2018

20

Porter, Robert

5/8/2018

6

5/9/2018

7

5/9/2018

4

5/10/2018

2

5/10/2018

2

S/10/201$

2

5/10/2018

4

5/10/2018

7

Rtskhiladze, Giorgi

5/10/2018

7

RtskhUadze, Giorgi

5/10/2018

1

l

5/10/2018
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952
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages frvpedl

Subject Interviewed

S/10/2018

3

2
2

Date of Interview

5/11/2018
Gates, Richard William Ill

2

2

S/11/2018

2

S/11/2018

1

5/11/2018

2

5/11/2018

2

5/11/2018

2

5/14/2018

3

5/14/2018

2

5/14/2018

4

5/16/2018

s

i;/16/1018

2

5/16/2018

2

5/16/2018

3

5/17/2018

2

i/17/2018

2

/17/2018

8

/17/2018

6

5/1712018

Ka!ashnikova, Olii:a

2

5/17/2018

6

5/17/2018

1

5/18/2018

12

5/18/2018

1

5/18/201!!

3

5/18/2018

7

5/18/2018

3

5/20/2018

Ave:n,Petr

t;/'111018

1
14

Patten, Sam

5/22/2018
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953
SCO Interviews
Number of
Pages(Typed)
1

Subject lntel'lllewed

Palten Sam

Oate of Interview

S/22/2018

2

5/22/2018

2

5/23/2018

5

5/23/2018

2

!G"t"< Richard William Ill

5/23/2018

1

s/2312018

1

:3/2018

4

3/2018

2

5/24/2018

3

5/25/2018

1

5/25/2018

3

5/27/2018

2

5/29/2018

3

5/29/1018

3

5/30/2018

1

5/30/2018

2

5/30/2018

1

5/30/2018

4

5/30/2018

Podesta, John

6

5/30/2018

4

Marinello, Beatriz

4

Marinello, Beatriz M.

5

::18

2

5/31/2018

5/31/2018

11

18

1

6/1/2018

2

6/2/2018

2

6/3/2018

1

6/4/2018

Gates, Richard William Ill

7

2

6/5/2018
Gates, Richard William Ill

6/5/2018
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954
SCO Interviews
l\lumberof
Pages {Typed)

Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

6

Gerson, Richard M.

6/S/2018

6

Gerson, Richard M.

6/5/2018

4

6/6/2018

1

6/6/2018

8

Ruddy, Chris

6/6/2018

4

6/6/2018

10

8

10
1

6/7/2018

1

6/7/2018

4

6/7/2018

2

Gates, Richard William Ill

6/8/2018
6/8/2018

8

Hawker, Jon~than

6/9/1018

1

6/11/2018

6
1

6/11/2018
6/12/2018

Gates, Richard William Ill

1

6/12/2018

2

6/12/2018

1

Gates, Richard William Ill

6/13/2018

2

6/13/2018

3

6/14/2018

5

Gerson, Richard M.

6/15/2018

5

M,

6/15/2018
6/15/2018

3

s

Dearborn, Rick

6/20/2018

1

5/10/2018

1

6/20/2018

1

6/25/2018

5

Mashburn, John

6/25/2018

1

Gates, Richard

6/26/2018
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Date of Interview

10

;/26/2018

2

;12112018

6
2

7/2/2018

11

7/2/2018

l

Gates, Richard

7/3/2018

1

Gates, Richard

7/3/2018

1

7/3/2018

2

7/3/2018

1

Gates, Rick

7/5/2018

I

4

7/6/2018

6

Devine, Thomas

7/6/2018

1

Devine, Thomas

7/6/2018

1

Gates, Rick

7/6/2018

l

7/6/2018

5

7/6/2018

1

7/9/2018

2

7/9/2018

1

7/9/2018

1

7/10/2018

1

7/10/2018

1

7/10/2018

2

7/10/2018

5

7/11/2018

1

Gates, Richard

7/11/2018

1

7/11/2018

2

7/11/2018

4

7/12/2018

2

7/12/2018

1

7/12/2018

1

7/13/2018
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3

Oknyanskv, Henry

Date of Interview

7/13/2018

8

7/13/2018

7

7/13/2018

2

7/13/2018

3

7/16/2018

1

7/17/2018
7/17/2018

2

1

7/18/2018

Gates, Richard

1

7/18/2018

10

7/18/2018

1

7/18/2018

6

7/19/2018

2

7/19/2018

10

Sanders, Sar,h

7/23/2018

6

7/25/2018

3

7/26/2018

1l

7/31/2018

11

8/l/2018

8

-e.2018

Aven,Petr

2018

3

8

8/1121118

Ke!lv, John

6

8/2/2018

4

8/2/2018

2

8/3/2018

4

8/3/2018

1

8/3/2018

3

8/7/2018

7

8/7/2018

22

Cohen Mirha"'l

S/7/2018

3

R/!11?018

2

8/9/2018
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6

8/9/2018

s

8/9/2018

6

8/10/2018

3

8/14/2018

2

8/14/2018

6

8/14/2018

7

8/14/2018

1

8/15/2018

6

8/16/2018

l

8/16/2018

4

8/16/2018

2

8/17/2018

2

8/17/2018

1

Rh/1/2018

1

8/20/2018

5

8/20/2018

2

8/21/1018

1

8/21/2018

l

8/21/2018

2

8/22/2018

3

2

8/23/2018

1

8/23/2018

3

8/23/2018

1

Newman, Omarosa Manigault

8/23/2018

1

Priestao. E.W.

8/23/2018

4

8/24/2018

2

8/29/2018

3

Klein, David

8/30/2018

1

8/30/2018

1

9/4/2018
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Date of Interview

9/4/2018

2

s

Fishbein, Jason

9/5/2018

7

Corsi, Jerome

9/6/2018

1

9/6/2018

1

9/6/2018

7

9/7/2018

1

Gates, Richard

9/11/2018

1

Manafort, Paul

9/11/2018

8

Manafort, Paul J.

9/11/2018

I

1

9/12/2018

16

Cohen, Michael

9/12/2018

16

Cohen, Michael

9/12/2018

I

s
3

Gates, Richard Willi;irn Ill

9/12/1018

I

2
7

9/12/2018

9/12/2018

, ... _ ·'-·" Paul J.

9/12/2018

1

9/12/2018

7

9/13/2018

1

9/13/2018

1

Manafort, Paul

9/13/2018

5

Manafor!, Paul J.

9/13/2018

3

9/14/2018

2

9/17/2018

3

Corsi, Jerome

9/17/2018

2

9/17/2018

3

Flynn, Michael

9/17/2018

15

Cohen, Michael

9/18/2018

2

9/19/2018

7

9/19/2018

1

Manafort. Paul

9/20/2018

8

Manafort, Paul J.

9/20/2018
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ll

Corsi 1 Jerome

9/21/2018

1

Manafort, Paul

9/21/2018

3

Manafort Paul J,

9/21/2018

1

9/22/2018

1

9/23/2018

4

9/24/2018

1

Manafort, Paul

9/26/2018

1

Gates, Richard Ill

9/27/2018

8

Gates, Richard William Ill

9/27/2018

3

Gates, Richard William Ill

9/27/2018
9/28/2018

3

2

12

9/29/2018

Manafort, Paul l.

10/1/2018

2

10/3/1018

2

10/3/2018

2

10/3/2018

2

10/4/201$

4

10/4/2018

4

10/5/2018

2

10/5/2018

2

Cohen, Michael

10/8/2018

11

10/9/2018

8

10/9/2018

1

Gates, Richard

m

10/10/2018

I

5

10/11/2018

l

Manafort, Paul

10/11/2018

10

Mana!ort, Paul !,

10/11/2018

2

10/11/2018

1

10/15/2018

6

10/15/2018

12

Gates, Richard

10/16/2018
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Number of
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I

1

1

Manafort, Paul

8

Manafort, Paul J.

10/16/2018
10/16/2018
10/16/2018

I

3

Date of Interview

10/16/2018

12

Cohen, Michael

10/17/2018

18

Foresman, Robert

10/17/2018

1

10/17/2018

3

10/18/2018

1

10/19/2018

1

10/22/2018

3

'Gat@s. Richard Ill

10/23/2018

3

10/23/2018

3

10/24/2018

3

10/24/2018

1

Gates, Richard Ill

10/25/2018

8

Gates, Richard William Ill

10/25/2018

3

Page, Lisa

10/25/2018

16

Bannon, Stephen I<

10/26/2018

16

Bannon, Stephen IC

10/26/2018

16

Ban non, Stephen K.

10/26/2018

8

Gates, Richard lit

10/26/2018

I

3

1

Gotes, Richard Ill

10/26/2018
10/29/2018

1

10/30/2018

14

Corsi, Jerome

10/31/2018

11

Corsi, Jerome

11/1/2018

5

11/1/2018

3

11/1/2018

2

Corsi, Jerome

11/2/2018

1

11/2/2018

3

11/2/2018
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1

11/6/2018

1

11/6/2018

3

11/6/2018

2

11/6/2018

8

11/6/2018

2

Gates, Richard William Ill

11/7/2018

l

Gates, Rick

11/7/2018

1

Gates, Rick

11/7/2018

12

Gates, Rick

11/7/2018

15

Cohen, Michael

11/12/2018

4

Gates Rick

11/13/201!1

2

11/14/2018

6

11/14/2018

2

11/15/2018

4

11/15/2018

5

11/19/2018

1

Gates, Richard Ill

11/19/2018

2

Gates, Richard Ill

11/19/2018

3

Gates, Rick Ill

11/19/2018

7

Cohen, Michael

11/20/2018

3

Gates, Richard Kl

11/21/2018

9

Rvbicki James

11/21/2018

I

1

11/26/2018

3

Gates, Rick Ill

11/27/2018

2

Klimentov, Omitri

11/27/2018
11/28/2018

1

5

11/28/2018

Gates, Richard Ill

2

12/2/2018

1

12/3/2018

2

12/3/2018

1

12/4/2018
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Pages [Typed)
6

12/4/2018

1

12/5/2018

1

12/6/2018

12

12/6/2018

8

12/11/2018

2

12/11/2018

1

12/12/2018

1

12/13/2018

2

12/14/2018

2

12/19/2018

1

12119/2018

1

12/21/2018

6

1/3/2019

l

1/9/2019

2

1/11/2019
1/16/2019

1

1

Gates, Richard

1/17/2019

4

Bannon, Stephen IC

l/18/2019

l

GatPS Richard lll

11122/2019

1

1/25/2019

2

1/25/2019

1

1/25/2019

1

1/25/2019

1

1/25/2019

2

1/25/2019

2

1/25/2019

2

Brand, Rachel

1/29/2019

1

1/29/2019

2

'1/31/2019

1

2/5/2019
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1

2/S/2019

2/8/2019

2

10

Date of Interview

Christie, Chris

2/13/2019

1

2/13/2019

11

Gordon, Jeffrey Duane

2/14/2019

4

'Gates. Richard

2/17/2019
2/21/2019

2

2

Gates, Richard

2/25/2019

4

2/25/2019

1

2/26/2019

4

McG;irm, Donald F,

2/28/2019
3/16/2019

3

3/18/2019

2
5

5

.

.

3/19/1019

Cohen, Michael

3/19/2019

l

3/28/2019

7

7/26/2019

10

9/8/2019

2

9/27/2019

s

10/17/2019

2

10/24/2019

5

11/9/2019

1

09/12/2017 & 10/19/2017

1

1/17/2018 & 1/18/2018

1

1/17/2018 & 1/18/2018

21

10/3/2018 & 10/4/2018

1

12/31/18 & 1/19/19

1

4/10/2018 & 4/27/2018
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Subject Interviewed

Date of Interview

1

6/20/2018 • 6/28/2018

1

8/16/2017

5

8/3/2018 or 8/6/2018

2

E 1 8 . 8/13/2018, &
018

26

Steele, Christopher

2017 & 9/19/2017

I

Total Pages
5373
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United States Department of State
Washington, D.C. 21)520

.January 8, 2020
Case No. F-2019-06332
Segment: S/ES-S-0024
S/ES-S-0027

Melanie Sloan
American Oversight
1030 15th Street NW, B255
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Sloan:

I refer to our letter dated December 9, 20 I 9, regarding the release of certain Department of State
material under the Freedom oflnfonnation Act (the "FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552. The Department
has located 18 additional documents responsive to the priority portion of your request. We bave
determined that 9 documents may be released in full and 9 document.s may be released in part.
An enclosure explains the FOIA exemptions and other grounds for withholding material. Where
we have made excisions, the applicable FOIA exemptions are marked. All non-exempt material
that is reasonahly segregable from the exempt material has been released and is enclosed

=e

progresses. If you have any questions, your attorney
We will keep you informed as your
may contact Joshua C. Abbuhl, Trial Attorney atjoshua.abbuhl@usdoj.gov; 202-616-8366.
Please refer to the case numret, F-2019-06332, and the civil action number, l 9-cv-02934, in alt
correspondence about this request.

Sincl

" IJI

Susan C. Wcctman
Deputy Director
Office oflnfonnation Programs and Services
Encl-0sures: As stated.
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The J?r{'t".dotn oflnforn1-a1fon A-ct (S l1SC 552}
FOlA E:xcn1ptions

(bXli

interest of
classification catcgorivs:

against transnational terrorism
lA(h) Weapons of mass destruction

ofan agency

(bX2)

Related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices

(bX3)

Specificalfy exempted from disclosure by stalute{other tmm 5 USC 552), for example:

ARMSEXP
CIA PERS/ORG
EXPORT CONTROL

FSACT
!NA
[RAN

(bX4)

Trade secret.sand oonfidontial commercial or:fwancial infonna!lon

(bX'6J

Personal privacy information

(bX7)

Law e"furcement lnforn:1ation whose disclosure would:

{l>X8)

Prepared by or for a govern:1Uetttagency regulating orsupetvlsing :fmancial lnstiMions

(bX9}

Geological and goopbysical information :and data, including maps, oonooming wells

NR

Material not responsive to a FOIA request excised wifu theagree,nont ofthe reques:ler

Other Grounds for Wifflltolding
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From:
Sent:
To:

U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. C06867386 Date: 01108/2020

B6

RELEASE IN:
PARTB5,B6.
Kurt Volker;Kent, George P;Brechbuhl, Thomas U;Marie Yovanovitch;Yovanovitch,
Marie L;Volker, Kurt D;Brechbuhl, Thomas U

Mon, 16 Sep 2019 20:48:08 +0000

B6

Cc:
Subject: Congressional inquiry regarding Ukraine
Attach:

ELE Schiff Cummings Letter to Sec Pompeo on Ukraine.pd!, ELE Schiff Cummings
Letter to Pompeo Ukraine 9-13.pdf

Good afternoon,

You likely have seen the two attached letters from the House Comm_it!_~5~:S._!__~ante_d_ N f~~ch 9u_t !_~_e_~~h __
o_f Y~l} dlrect_ly ~~ s~a~E: the Co!]gr~ssi2f"!?l l~tters _'.~_gc!_rd_i~g__ Uk_r9i_rie.!

I

have copied

who is available should

B5
B5

B6

you have any Concerns-cir--(tue-stio/1-S.

Regards,

B6
B6

B6

SBU - Deliberative Process
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U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. C06867387 Date: 01/08/2020

<!Congress nf tt,e ltttiteh §>fates
11lllasqiugtnu, il(!J: 20515
-----~---,

RELEAllE IN FULL!

September 9, 2019
The Honorable Mike Pompeo
Secretary of State
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520
Dear Mr. Secretary:
The Committees on Foreign Affairs, Intelligence, and Oversight and Reform jointly
request documents related to reported efforts by President Trump and his associates to
improperly pressure the Ukrainian government to assist the President's bid for reelection.
A growing public record indicates that, for nearly two years, 1 the President and his
personal attorney, Rudy Giuliani,2 appear to have acted outside legitimate law enforcement and
diplomatic channels to coerce the Ukrainian government into pursuing two politically-motivated
investigations under the guise of anti-corruption activity. The first is a prosecution of Ukrainians
who provided key evidence against Mr. Trump's convicted campaign manager Paul Manafort.
That investigation aims to undercut the Mueller Report's overwhelming evidence that Russia
interfered in the 2016 election to support Trump's campaign. The other case targets the son of
former Vice President Joseph R. Biden, who is challenging Mr. Trump for the presidency in
2020.
As the 2020 election draws closer, President Trump and his personal attorney appear to
have increased pressure on the Ukrainian government and its justice system in service of
President Trump· s reelection campaign, and the White House and the State Department may be
abetting this scheme. 3
1
See tweet@realDonaldTrump, July 25, 2017 ("Ukrainian efforts to sabotage Trump campaign 'quietly working
to boost Clinton.' So where is the investigation A.G. @seanhannity") (online at:
https:/ twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/889788202 l 72780544?s-·20). This tweet was also referenced by
Special Counsel Robert Mueller in his investigation of President's Trump's possible obstruction ofjustice. See
Mueller Report, Vol. II, at p 96, FN 660.
'See Victor Pinchuk Foundation, June 8, 2017, 107'" Mayor ofNew York Rudy Giuliani Gave Public Lecture at the
Invitation ofthe Victor Pinchuk Foundation, noting the first publicly-reported meeting between Mr, Giuliani and
Prosecutor General of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko (online at .h.llll.s:lipinchukfund.on,;en/news/20207,},
3
Kenneth P. Vogel and Andrew E. Kramer, Giuliani Renews Push for Ukraine to Investigate Trump's Political
Opponents, N.Y. Times, August 21, 2019 (online at: https::,www.nytimes.com12019 1os·21 ·us 1politics·giuljaniukraine.htm I).
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U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. C06867387 Date: 01/08/2020

The Honorable Mike Pompeo
September 9, 2019
Page Two
According to the Ukrainian government, in a July 25, 2019 call with Ukraine's President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, President Trump apparently focused on these investigations, telling
President Zelenskyy that he is "convinced the new Ukrainian government will be able to quickly
improve [the] image of Ukraine, [and] complete [the] investigation of corruption cases, which
inhibited the interaction between Ukraine and the USA."4 The next day, Ambassador Kurt
Volker, U.S. Special Representative for Ukraine, was dispatched to meet with President
Zelenskyy. 5 Days later, the President's personal attorney met Andriy Yermak, an aide to
President Zelenskyy, in Spain, where the President's personal attorney, who has no official
administration or diplomatic position, reportedly suggested a "possible heads of state meeting"
between Presidents Trump and Zelenskyy 6 and tweeted an accusation about former Vice
President Bi den's son. 7 The State Department subsequently acknowledged that Ambassador
Volker used his office to facilitate the meeting between the two. 8 Although the State Department
has insisted that President Trump's attorney is "a private citizen" who "does not speak on behalf
of the U.S. Government," Mr. Yermak publicly stated that "it was not clear to him whether Mr.
Giuliani was representing Mr. Trump in their talks."9
President Trump has also threatened to withholdrn more than $250 million in security
assistance that Congress has appropriated, the Pentagon supports, 11 and Ukraine desperately
needs. Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity are under assault from Russia and its
proxies in illegally-occupied Ukrainian territory. If the President is trying to pressure Ukraine
into choosing between defending itself from Russian aggression without U.S. assistance or

4

See Official Website of the President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyy had a phone conversation with President of
the United States, July 25, 2019 (online at: https:1 www.president.gov.ua/en/news'volodimir-zelenskij-provivtelefonnu-rozmovu-z-prezidentom-s-566 J7).
'See tweet by U.S. Embassy Kyiv, July 26, 2019, showing Ambassador Volker meeting with President Zelenskyy
(online at: https:1/twitter.com/USEmbassyKyiv< status/I J54712337368 l 90976?1, 20)
'See Kenneth P. Vogel and Andrew E. Kramer, supra n. 3.
'See tweet by Rudy Giuliani, August 3, 2019 from Santa Cruz de! Retamar, Espana (online at:
https:l/twittcr.com 1RudyGiuliani/statusll 157778959653842945?s /20) ("The Politico coverup article doesn't
mention the bribery of Ukraine Pres. by then VP Biden to get the case against his son dismissed. Nor does it explain
the Chinese pay-offof$J.5billion to Biden's useless fund. Joe took his son on AFII to get the investment. It
1

stinks!!").
' See State Department Spokesperson Statement, August 22, 2019 (online at:
https:1 /twitter.comlkenvogel/status' 116466608150 J470727 'photo'])
9See Kenneth P. Vogel and Andrew E. Kramer, supra n. 3.
10
Caitlin Emma and Connor O'Brien, Trump Holds Up Ukraine Military Aid Meant to Confront Russia, Politico,
August 29, 2019 (online at: https:i/www.politico.com/story,20 I 91Q8,28 1trump-ukraine-military-aid-russia-168953 l).
11
Bryan Bender, Pentagon Wants Ukraine MiUtary Aid to Continue, Politico, August 29, 20 l 9 (online at:
https:1 ,www.politico.com/story,20 J9/08 ·291pentagon-wants-ukraine-military-aid-to-continue-l 477957).
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U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. C06867387 Date: 01/08/2020

The Honorable Mike Pompeo
September 9, 2019
Page Three
leveraging its judicial system to serve the ends of the Trump campaign, this would represent a
staggering abuse of power, a boon to Moscow, and a betrayal of the public trust. That the State
Department has apparently acted as a broker between President Trump's personal attorney and
Ukrainian officials raises serious concerns that the Department is complicit in a corrupt scheme
that undercuts U.S. foreign policy and national security interests in favor of the President's
personal agenda
Congress has a constitutionally-mandated obligation to conduct oversight, protect the
sanctity of our elections, and ensure that the nation's diplomatic resources and foreign assistance
are being deployed for the benefit of the United States, not the personal interests of the President.
In order to fulfill this obligation and determine what legislative reform may be required, we
request that the White House preserve all documents, communications, and other data
("records"), regardless of format, that may be required for the Committees' oversight and
investigative duties relating to this subject. The term "records" is broad and includes both paper
and electronic records. 12 Specifically, the State Department should:
1. identify and notify all current and former employees and contractors, subcontractors,

consultants, and Special Government Employees who may have access to such
records that they are to be preserved;
2. identify, record, and preserve any records which have been deleted or marked for
deletion but are still recoverable; and
3. if it is the routine practice of any employee or contractor to destroy or otherwise alter
such records, either halt such practices or arrange for the preservation of complete
and accurate duplicates or copies of such records, suitable for production, if
requested.
In addition, we request that the Department produce to the Committees the following, 13 no later
than Monday, September 16:
12
This includes emails, electronic messages (including, but not limited to, both government and
commercial/personal email accounts, text messages, or messaging services such as WhatsApp, Signal, Viber,
Facebook, Twitter, and/or Telegram), regardless of whether such records were created, modified, sent, or received
on an official or personal address or device, as we11 as Jog files and metadata. For purposes of this request,
"preserve" means taking reasonable steps to prevent the partial or full destruction, alteration, testing, deletion,
shredding, incineration, wiping, relocation, migration, theft, or mutilation of records, including but not limited to
emails and handwritten notes, as well as negligent or intentional handling which would foreseeably make such
records incomplete or inaccessible.
13
Any alternate spellings or transliterations of any names reference herein would also render a document responsive
t,o th~se requests.
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!. Any and all correspondence sent to or received by the State Department from
January 20, 2017 to the present related to or referring in any way to the potential
or suggested investigations/legal cases referred to in this letter. This includes,
but is not limited to, correspondence regarding or referring to Paul Manafort,
Serhiy Leshchenko, the "Black Ledger," Hunter Biden, Burisma Holdings,
former Ukrainian Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko, or Presidential Aide
Andriy Yermak in the context of these potential or suggested investigations/legal
cases.
2. Any copies in the State Department's, custody, or control of the transcript of
President Trump's July 25, 2019 call with Ukrainian President Zelenskyy (the
"July 25 Call").
3. Any and all records generated or received by the State Department in connection
with, or that refer or relate in any way to the July 25 Call.
4. A full list of any Department officials who participated in, assisted in preparation
for, or received a readout of the July 25 Call.
5. Any and all records generated or received by Department officials with or
referring to President Trump's personal attorney, Rudy Giuliani.
6. Any and all records generated or received by any State Department staff in
connection with, or that refer or relate in any way to the actual or potential
suspension of security assistance to Ukraine.
Relevant custodians for responsive records include, but are not limited to:
I.
2.
3.
4.

the Office of the Secretary, including the Policy Planning Staff, the Counselor;
the Office of the Deputy Secretary;
the Office of the Undersecretary for Political Affairs;
Ambassador Kurt Volker and the office of the Special Representative for
Ukraine;
5. The Bureau of European Affairs; and
6. U.S. Embassy Kyiv.

The Committees are prepared to work with the Department to facilitate the production of these
documents.
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Sincerely,

Chairman
House Foreign Affairs Committee

House Permanent Select Committee
On Intelligence

Chairman
House Committee on Oversight and Reform
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RELEASIIN FULL.!

September 13, 2019

The Honorable Mike Pompeo
Secretary of State
U.S. Department of State
220 l C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:
We write to follow up on the September 9 letter we sent you regarding reported efforts by
President Trump and his associates to improperly pressure the Ukrainian government to assist
the President's bid for reelection.
As we noted in that letter, a growing body of public reporting indicates that the President
and his associates may be engaged in efforts to coerce the Ukrainian government into pursuing
two politically-motivated investigations under the guise of anti-corruption activity. Public
reports further indicate that the President, in tum, threatened to withhold more than $250 million
in security assistance that Congress has appropriated, the Pentagon supports, and Ukraine greatly
needs. It is incumbent upon our Committees to ensure that any attempts by the State Department
to abet this scheme are fully understood and appropriately addressed.
As part of our investigation, we ask that you make the following individuals available for
transcribed interviews with Committee staff as expeditiously as possible:
•
•
•
•

Ambassador Marie "Masha" Yovanovitch, who was recalled early from her post in Kiev
on May 20, 2019;
Ambassador Kurt Volker, U.S. Special Representative for Ukraine;
Deputy Assistant Secretary George Kent, who formerly served as Deputy Chief of
Mission in Kiev; and
Counselor T. Ulrich Brechbuhl.

Each of these individuals has been identified through various means as having direct
knowledge of and/or involvement in the matters under investigation.
Please provide, no later than Friday, September 20, the dates on which each of these
individuals will be available for an interview. Please contact the Committee on Foreign Affairs
at (202) 225-5021 to coordinate scheduling and logistics.

Sincerely,
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Chairman
House Foreign Affairs Committee

House Permanent Select Committee
On Intelligence

Chairman
House Committee on Oversight and Reform
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B6

From:

Sent:
To:

Fri, 27 Sep 2019 20:48:23 +0000
Kent, George P;Kurt Volker;Brechbuhl, Thomas U;Marie Yovanovitch;Yovanovitch,
Marie L;Volker, Kurt D;Sondland, Gordon D (USEU)

B6

Cc:
Subject: RE: Congressional inquiry regarding Ukraine tweets of deposition schedules
Attach:

2019-09-27.EEC Engel Schiff to Pompeo- State re Depositions.pdf

86
B5

Thanks George.:

85

86

From: Kent, George P
Date: September 27, 2019 at 4:43:07 PM EDT

86

To::

__ - __ -~- · . _ , Kurt Volker, Brechbuhl, Thomas U, Marie Yovanovitch,
Yova~o_yit_d1,Matis,~(,Vo!kcr, Kurt D, Brcchbuhl, Thomas U
~

00

Subject: RE:Tongressfonal inquiry regarding Ukraine tweets of deposition schedules
'..... t have received no such request from Cor:ig~e~~1__bu_~ ther~ .?.f~ t_~vee~s Ol;Jt r:iow indicating a
'deposition schedule (below). I just got a cal{ ·
·
· · · · · · · f3W the below on
twitter- Palitlco tweeting an alleged schedtil€-Qf dep(;Sftfo·!1s.

86
86

BREAKING: House Foreign Affairs Committee has
subpoenaed Mike Pompeo for Ukraine docs. The
following State Dept officials have also been scheduled
for depositions.
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•
Yovanovitch

•
•
George Kent

•
Brechbuhl

•
Sondland
1:04 PM - 27 Sep 2019
Note: I am meant to be flying to Bratislava on October 7 (late afternoon) to participate as the US rep in

5+2 talks on Transnistria (flying back 11 October), Welcome guidance. George
SBU - DELIBERATIVE PROCESS
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From:,

B6

:

Sent: Friday, September 27, 201912:38 PM
To: Kurt Volker; Kent, George P; Brechbuhl, Thomas U; Marie Yovanovitch; Yovanovitch, Marie L;
Volker, Kurt D; Brech bu hi, Thomas U

Cc::
Subject: RE: Congressional inquiry regarding Ukraine

B6

Good Afternoon,
I wanted to follow up with you on my earli<>r_emaiL C:onsistent_with thelongstaDdingstandard practice
_oftheDepartmentofState,_
________________
·

Hand fremarn-·r·eady"to aSsist you as

B5
B5

B5

needed in connection with any such Congressional request. If you have retained counsel and would like

us to communicate directly with them in connection with this matter, please let us know.
Regards,

B6

SBU - DELIBERATIVE PROCESS

From:

B6

Sent: Monday, September 16, 2019 4:48 PM
To: Kurt Volker (
h Kent,.~:e9_rge P_<K:.:n:~P1i1iJ.L:i~cgov}';_ Brechbuh!, Thomas U
<l:k('~1·1bt!hfTU@[t'.1(t•.g~A>; Marie Yovanovitch "1.______
~ - - - - - ,6-; Yovanovitch, Marie
L <):_uy(!J"J\'..l_h)JIV'lq_s.;?_?! r;1_lt~,gg~>; Volker, Kurt D <\!o_]l\t,J){!/@?JZ -f-!!,t)y>; Brechbuhl, Thomas U

B6
B6

0

subJltCi: -cong-r-e-S-Si◊-n-al inq-llfrv regai=dlrlg Ukraffle
Good afternoon,
You likely have seen the two attached letters from the House Committees. ! wanted to reach out to each
?! xou -~i'.<:_C!!l(~O share the Con_g~es~!onal letters reg~rding UkraI'.!e:_ - - --- -- ----------------- - ------ - - - - --- - ~

85

B5
! have copied

-who is available should

B6

you have any concerns or questions.
Regards, _

B6

SBU

B6

Deliberativ€- P'rocess
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<!rougrclin of tlrc liuitd1 i§tatci;
lllm,I1in9ln11, Di!' .~1151~
September 27, WI 9
The Honorable Michael R. Pompeo
Secretary of State
lJ.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20520
Dear Mr. Secretary:
Pursuant to the House of Representatives' impeachment inquiry, wc write to inform you
that depositions for each of the following State Department otlicials will be scheduled on the
dates indicated below:
October
October
October
October
October

2, 2019: Ambassador Marie "Masha" Yovanovitch
3, 2019: Ambassador Kurt Volker
7. 2019: Deputy Assistant Secretary George Kent
8. 2019: Counselor T. Ulrich Brechbuhl
10, 2019: Ambassador Gordon Sondland

111ese depositions will be conducted jointly by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Pennanent Select Committee on Intelligence, and the Committee on Oversight and Reform. The
deposition transcripts shall be part of the impeachment inquiry and shared among the
Committees. The failure of any of these Department employees to appear for their scheduled
depositions shall constitute evidence of obstruction of the House's impeachment inquiry.
The Committees are investigating the extent to which President Trump jeopardized
national security by pressing Ukraine to interfere with our 2020 election and by withholding
security assistance provided by Congress to help Ukraine counter Russian aggression.
On September 13, the Committees wrote to request that you make State Department
employees available for transcribed interviews.' We asked you to provide, by September 20,
dates by which the employees would be made available for transcribed interviews. 2 You failed
to comply with the Committees' request
Your actions are all the more troubling given that since our September 13 request, it has
become clear that multiple State Department officials have direct knowledge of the subject

1 Letter from Cbaim1an Eliot L. Engel, House Committee on Foreign Affllirs, Chairman Adam Schiff,
flouse Pennanent Select Committee on Intelligence, and Chairman Elijah E. Cumming~. House Committee on
Overnight and Reform to Secretory Mike Pompeo, Departmenl of State (Sept 13, 2019) (online at
hltp5://oversight.hou5e .gov!sitct/de:mocrats.overslghLhou,c.gov/lilcs/20 l 9-0913.EEC~•10ELE¾20Schiff'/Q20re"t20Ukrainei. pd 0.

2/d_
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matters of the House's impeachment inquiry, On September 25, the White House released a
summary of a July 25, 2019, telephone call during which President Trump directly and
repeatedly urged President Volodymyr Zelcnsky of Ukraine to initiate an investigation into
former Vice President Biden, 3 On September 25, the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence declassified a whistle blower complaint, which indicates that indicates that T. Ulrich
Brechbubl, the Counselor of the Department, listened in on President Trump's July 25 calL 4
The Department has also Hcknowledged that Special Representative for Ukraine Kurt Volker
played a direct role in arranging meetings between Rudy Giuliani, who has no official role in the
U,S. government, and representatives of President Zelensky, 5 In addition, the whistleblower
complaint indicates that "multiple U.S, officials" were "deeply concerned by what they viewed
as Mr. Giuliani's circumvention of national security decisionmaking processes lo engage with
Ukrainian officials and relay messages back and forth between Kyiv and the President," 6 These
officials reported that "State Department officials" had spoken with Mr. Giuliani "in an attempt
to 'contain the damage' to US. national security;· as well as to the new Ukrainian administration
to help it "understand and respond to" Mr. Giuliani's backchanneling, 7
Mr, Giu!iani's recent public statements raise more troubling questions about State
Department officials' possible involvement in the President's efforts to press Ukraine to interfere
in the 2020 U.S, election. During a televised interview, Mr. Giuliani claimed that the State
Department asked him to take on this mission and that he had proof of the Depattment' s request.
He stated: "I never talked to a Ukrainian official until the Stale Department called me and asked
me to do it and then I reported every conversation back to them,"" On September 26, Mr.
Giuliani tweeted what appears to be a serecnshot of a text message from Ambassador Kurt
Volker dated July 19- --six days before the President's July 25 call with the Ukrainian
president-which stated: "Mr, Mayor-really enjoyed breakfast this morning, As discussed,
connecting you here with Andrey Yermak, who is very close to President Zclcnsky. I suggest we
schedule a call together on Monday,"9 That introduction appears to have led to precisely the
meeting that Mr, Tmmp urged in the July 25 phone call: in early August, Mr, Yennak and Mr.
3

The White House, A,femorandum o/Telephone Conversation (July 25, 2019) (online at
www. whitehouse_gov/wp-contcnt/uploads/20 l 9/09/Unclassified09,2019 ,pdf).
1
•

Letter to Chairman Richard Burr, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, and Chailman Adam Schift:

Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (Aug. 12, 2019) (online at

https ://intelligence .house .gov/uploadedfi Ies/20 l 90812_-_whistleb lower_complaint_unc!ass.pdt).
5

State Department Spokesperson Statement, Twitter (Aug. 22, 2019) ( on line at

https://twittcr,comikenvogel!status/ 1164666081501470727/photo/I).
4

Letter to Chairman Richard Burr, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, and Chairman Adam Schift~
Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (Aug. 12, 2019) (on line at
https:/!intel !igencc.house,gov/up!oadcdfi les/20190812 .. -__ whist lcblower__ complaint_ unclass.pdf).
,, id,

a "Shut Up, Moron": Rudy Giuliani Lashes Out at CrJtics, Drfends His Ukraine Involvement, Washington
Post (Sept. 25, 2019) (online at \\'WW,\vashingtonpost.com/nation/2019/09/25/giuliani-shut-up-moron~fox~newsukraine/),
9

Rudy Giuliani, Twitter (ScpL 26, 2019) (on line at

https://twitter,com/RudyGiuliani/statusll I 77346278004539392),
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Giuliani met in Spain, 10 where Mr. Giuliani admits he pressured Mr. Yermak to pursue the
investigations President Trump was seeking.''
The Committees are conducting this investigation in an expeditious, coordinated
manner. The Inspector General of the Intelligence Community has dctennined that the
whistlcblower complaint raises a matter of•'urgent concern," is "credible," and '·relates to one of
the most significant and impo11ant of the DNI's responsibilities to the American people": our
free and fair elections, 12
Your refusal to provide the requested documents and interviews not only prevents onr
Committees from fully investigating these ma!ters, but impedes Congress' ability to fulfill its
Constitutional responsibilities to protect our national security and the integrity of our democracy.
Enclosed is a copy of the House Deposition Rules for your information and to provide
to the witnesses.

If you have any questions, please contact staff for the Committee on Fot·eign Affairs at
(202) 225-5021.
Sincerely,
,,.,,7
.....,..

t.4+

'

l-.

t"""'

c·7--!---··--,

Eliot I.. Engel
Chainnan
House Committee on Foreign Affairs

r-.A
·

/,,,,.·;

d_;:5,=:(-_:_:)-'-"-,1""'-,/f......7.-fAaam Schiff
Chainnan
House Permanent Select Committee
On Intelligence

z~

;;-~1mings

Chairman
House Committee on Oversight and Reform

!O Giuliani S1ts at the Center of the Ukraine Controversy, Wall Street Journal (Sept. 26, 2019) (online at
www.wsJ.com/articles/giuliani~sits~at-the-center-o f-the-ukraine-comroversy-1 1569 546774 ).
11

Giuliani Renews Push for Ukraine ro Investigate Trump's Political Opponent:,, New York Times (Aug.

21, 2019) (on line at www.aytimes.com/2019/08/21/u::./politics/giuliani-ulraine.html),
ii Letter from Michael K Atkinson, Inspector General of the Intelligence Community, to Chairman Adam
Schiff. House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (Sept. l 7, 2019) (online at
https:/ /intelligence .house.gov /up loadedfi !cs/20190917_ ~ _ ic _ ig_second_letter.Jo _hpsci_on_ \Vh istleblower.pdt).
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Enclosure
cc:

The Honorable Michael Mccaul, Ranking Member
House Committee on Foreign Affairs
The Honorable Devin Nunes, Ranking Member
House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
The Honorable Jim Jordan, Ranking Member
House Committee on Oversight and Reform
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. C06867414 Date: 01/08/2020

B6

Atwood,
Mon, 30 Sep 2019 14:13:24 +0000
Brechbuhl, Thomas U

Comment/ chat?/ deposition?

Hi Counselor Brechbuhl Kylie Atwood with C:-IN here. I'd like to chat with you either on the record, on background or
off the record regarding Ukraine. Specificalty, I'm told you were directly involved in recalling
Ambassador Y ovanovitch.
Also, will you attend your deposition on the hill they have scheduled for October 87
My cell I WhatsApp:.

B6

Thank you very much, Kylie

Kylie Atwood
CNN National Security Reporter
Cell, Signal, WhatApp;

B6
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From:
Sent:
To:

RELEASE IN PART ·

Kenna, Lisa D

iB5,B6

Tue, 1 Oct 2019 18:31:56 +0000
S_Specia!Assistants

_;Buangan, Richard L

B6
B6

Subject: letter to Secretary Pompeo re Amb. Yovanovitch
Attach: Open Letter 2 Secretary Pompeo, 10-1-19.docx
Received today for S,

Thank you.

B5

SENSJTIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. C06867416 Date: 01/08/2020

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

984
CO 6 8 6 7 41 7 IED

U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. C06867 417 Date: 01/08/2020

October 1, 2019
'RELEASE IN FULL:

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520
via email
Dear Mr. Secretary:
We the undersigned - former career diplomats and political appointees from both sides
of the aisle write to express our full and strong support for Ambassador Marie
Yovanovitch, whose name has appeared in the whistleblower controversy.
Each of us knows and has worked with Ambassador Yovanovitch in one capacity or
another and believe she represents the finest iu the Foreign Service. A career diplomat
for 33 years, Ambassador Yovanovitch has served as ambassador in three countries Kyrgyzstan, Armenia and Ukraine. Her performance and leadership have been
exemplary. She has represented and advanced U.S. national interests consistently and
unwaveringly, including in her last post, Ukraine. She has been a mentor to many junior
Foreign Service officers and has earned the highest respect among her peers.
We were disturbed to read reports in the spring that Ambassador Yovanovitch was
called back from her assignment in Ukraine earlier than planned in the face of absurd
and unfounded allegations. Since then, she has been attacked by the President of the
United States, as reflected in his ,July 25 conversation with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky, and by the President's personal attorney, Rudy Giuliani.
We arc particularly concerned by President Trump's reported statement that "she's
going to go through some things." Such language could be interpreted as a threat of
some kind. Such language and the broader attack on Ambassador Yovanovitch should he
condemned unequivocally.
Ambassador Yovanovitch deserves your unstinting support, as do other career
diplomats who may become ensnared in the upcoming Congressional investigation and
impeachment process. All employees of the Department Foreign Service officers, civil
servants, and political appointees need to know that you have their backs against
scurrilous political attacks and smears.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Daniel Baer
John Beyrle
Antony Blinken
Spencer Boyer
Nicholas Burns
William Burns
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Michael Carpenter
Derek Chollet
Eric Edelman
Evelyn Farkas
John Herbst
Colin Kahl
Richard Kauzlarich
Ian Kelly
Laura Kennedy
David J. Kramer
Michael McFaul
Richard Morningstar
Steven Pifer
Ned Price
Benjamin Rhodes
,Tuliannc Smith
Jake Sullivan
John Tefft
Jim Townsend
Alexander Vershbow
Celeste Wallander
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. CD6867425 Date: 01/08/2020

B6
RELEASE IN•
PA.RT 85,86 .

Tue, 1 Oct 2019 22:33:41 +0000
SES-ExecTech_MC
S_SpecialAssistants;'

Kenna, Lisa D

B6

MC PRINT: EUR Trip TrincheT

Attach: Public Statement Decision Memo Jamal Khashoggi One Year Anniversary.docx, S
Greece Speech 10 05 19.docx, 5 Upcoming Remarks Book TOC 10.01.2019.docx, S
Upcoming Remarks Book TOC 10.01.2019 V2.docx, Open Letter 2 Secretary
Pompeo re Amb. Yovanovitch 10-1-19.docx
MC Colleagues,
Please print the attached documents and pass to Richard.

This Email includes:
• Open letter to Secretary Pompeo Regarding Amb. Yovanovitch

B5

• Public State Decision Memo .Regarding. Jamal Khashoggi:

85
• Greece Speech

B5
B6
Special Assistant
Office of the Secretary of State
Office: 202-647-9573
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October 1, 2019
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
U.S. Deparlmenl of Slate
2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520
via email
Dear Mr. Secretary:
We the undersigned - former career diplomats and political appointees from both sides
of the aisle write to express our full and strong support for Ambassador Marie
Yovanovitch, whose name has appeared in the whistleblower controversy.
Each of us knows and has worked with Ambassador Yovanovitch in one capacity or
another and believe she represents the finest in lhe Foreign Service. A career diplomat
for 33 years, Ambassador Yovanovitch has served as ambassador in three countries
Kyrgyzstan, Armenia and Ukraine. Her performance and leadership have been
exemplary. She has represented and advanced U.S. national interests consistently and
unwaveringly, including in her last post, Ukraine. She has been a mentor to many junior
Foreign Service officers and has earned the highest respect among her peers.
We were disturbed to read reports in the spring that Ambassador Yovanovitch was
called back from her assignment in Ukraine earlier than planned in the face of absurd
and unfounded allegations. Since then, she has been attacked by the President of the
United States, as reflected in his July 25 conversation with Ukrainian President
VolodymyT Zelensky, and by the President's personal attorney, Rudy Giuliani.
We are particularly concerned by President Trump's reported statement that "she's
going to go through some things." Such language could be interpreted as a threat of
some kind. Such language and the broader attack on Ambassador Yovanovitch should be
condemned unequivocally.
Ambassador Yovanovitch deserves your unstinting support, as do other career
diplomats who may become ensnared in the upcoming Congressional investigation and
impeachment process. All employees of the Department Foreign Service officers, civil
servants, and political appointees need to know that you have their backs against
scurrilous political attacks and smears.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Daniel Baer
John Bcyrle
Antony Blinken
Spencer Boyer
Nicholas Burns
William Burns
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Michael Carpenter
Derek Chollet
Eric Edelman
Evelyn Farkas
John Herbst
Colin Kahl
Richard Kauzlarich
Ian Kelly
Laura Kennedy
Da,idJ. Kramer
Michael McFaul
Richard Morningstar
Steven Pifer
Ned Price
Benjamin Rhodes
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. C06867449 Date: 01/08/2020

Atwood, Kylie· ·

B6

Wed, 2 Oct 2019 23:26:23 +0000
Brechbuhl, Thomas U
Comment?

Hi Counselor Brechbuhl - have a minute to chat about these emails that were sent to you
regarding stories about Ambassador Yovanovitch which were shared with the State Department
inspector general and then shared with congress today 0
Wondering why those emails were given to the inspector general.
I'm also told that Pompeo did his due diligence and passed the documents in the packet over to
AG Barr. Know anything on ,that?
I'm on cell
Thanks!

B6

B6
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ROBBINS I RUSSELL
Robbins, Russell, Englert, Orseck, Untereiner & Sauber LLP

RELEASE 1111 FUt.1..1

Lawrence S. Robbins

202.775.4501
!robbins@robbinsrusse11.com

October 1L 2019

TI1e Honorable Brian Bulatao
Under Secretary of State for Management
U.S. Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520
Dear Mr. Bulatao:

In my capacity as counsel for Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch, I have received your letter
of October 10, 2019, directing the Ambassador not to appear voluntarily for her scheduled
deposition testimony on October l l , 2019 before the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence, and the Committee on Oversight and Reform in connection with
the House ofRepresentatives's impeachment inquiry. Just this morning, the Ambassador received
a subpoena issued by the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, requiring her to
appear for the deposition as scheduled.
Although the Ambassador has faithfully and consistently honored her professional duties
as a State Department employee-including at all times following her abrupt tennination as U.S.
Ambassador to Ukraine-she is unable to obey your most recent directive. As the recipient of a
duly issued congressional subpoena, Ambassador Yovanovitch is, in my judgment, legally
obligated to attend the deposition as scheduled. See United States v. Nixon, 418 U.S. 683, 706
(I 974) CIN]cither the doctrine of separation of powers, nor the need for confidentiality of highlevel communications, without more, can sustain an absolute, unqualified Presidential privilege of
immunity from judicial process under all circumstances."); Nixon v, Adm'r of Gen. Servs., 433
U.S. 425, 454 ( 1977) ("[W]e believe that the claims of Presidential privilege clearly must yield to
the important congressional purposes of preserving the materials and maintaining access to them
for lawful governmental and historical purposes"); In re Sealed Case, l2l F.3d 729, 752 (D.C.
Cir. 1997) ("Not every person who plays a role in the development of presidential advice, no matter
how remote and removed from the President, can qualify for the [presidential communications]
privilege. In particular, the privilege should not extend to staff outside the White House in
execurive hranch agencies.").

2000 K Street, NW I 4th F!oor ! Washington, DC 20006
P 202.775.4500 I F 202.775.4510
www.robbinsrussell.com
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The Honorable Brian Bulatao
October 11, 2019
Page 2
Accordingly, barring some intervening court order to the contrary, Ambassador
Yovanovitch intends to comply with the subpoena and attend today's scheduled deposition.
Sincerely,

/sf Lawrence S. Robbins
Lawrence S. Robbins
Counsel to Amb. Marie Yovanovitch
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From:
Sent:
To:

.

B6
Fri, 11 Oct 2019 15:22:47 +0000

Sullivan, John J:

----

B6

Subject: RE: Question

Thanks, sir. \Vc'rc on it.

UNCLASSIFIED

From: Sullivan, John J
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2019 11:14 AM
To: Ehlinger. Jennifer T; Fridercs, Taryn F ; Nanavatty. Katharine B
Subject: FW: Question

lJNCLASSIFlED

From: Hudson. John·
Sent: Friday, October lC:Zffl9-Hi:5rAK:f
To: Sullivan, John J <:,.iniY.1n,Ll:\,f_>;lah:.g\1\ >
Subject: Question

B6

Hi Deputy Secretaiy Sullivan,
We understand you're the person who informed Amb. Yovanovitch that she was being removed
from her job. We're trying to understand why she was removed and whether you believed it was
justified.

Thanks.
John
John Hudson
National Security Repo1icr

The Wl'lshingion Po,l
Cell/SignaJ,What,App·
Qi'Joh1\_l!ud,on

B6
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject: FW: wanted to flag this SFRC all Ds letter

REi..eiisE iNPART,
B6

B6
B6

Attach: 10-10-19 Yovanovltch letter signed.pdf

lJNCLASSIF!ED

B6

From:
Sent Fridav. October 1 L 2019 9:5.7.AM
To::
Subject: wanted to flag this SFRC all Ds letter

B6

B6

B6

lJNCI .ASS.IFfED
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Umtcd StJtcs Senate
October 10. 2019
The Honorable Mike Pompeo
Secretary of State
C .S. Department of State
2201 C Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20520
Secretary Pompeo:
As Secretary of State. you have a responsibility to stand up for and defend all State Department
personnel and protect them against unfair attacks and political retaliation. Yet. as an August 2019
State Department's Inspector General report shows. under the Trump administration. dedicated
public servants have suffered retaliation and attacks that have damaged their reputations,
subjected them to threats, and left their careers in limbo. For months. you haw tried to delay and
avoid many of our congressional requests related to these actions, This week. the Department
blocked employees from speaking, even voluntarily, to Congress. We call on you to stop
impeding congressional inquiries. and start standing up for the Depaiiment's dedicated public
servants.
While we have many questions about the role you and the Department have played in the Trump,
Ukraine scandal, an important part of that inquiry is why the former U.S. Ambassador to
Ukraine, Marie "Masha" Yovanovitch. was recalled earlier this year. !n pat1icular. her early
recall raises questions about whether you put the personal interests of the President above the
Department's career personnel or U.S. foreign policy.
It also raises the question of what you and the Department did to protect Ambassador
Yovanovitch against improper political pressure.
For months, Ambassador Yovat1ovitch faced political attacks based on disinformation and
statements later proven to be false. Based on her work advancing the official position oftbe U.S.
government. she became the target of false accusations by Ukrainian Prosecutor General Yuriy
Lutsenko. 1 Although Lutsenko later recanted his statements, Ambassador Yovanovitch remained
the target of unfounded conspiracy theories, advanced in part by the President's agent. Rudy
Giuliai1i, and his son. Donald Trump. Jr. 2

1

·"Ukraine Prosecutor General Lutsenko admits U.S. amba$sador didn't give him n do not proiecute list"' UN!AN,
Apr. 18. 2019. htt[!:L:.~.\.'!t~~ ...l!.!Jl.i\!J.. L11fin:i~1Lltlc;.::_· J_ 9:~-~(1 ~J5:tlhr;;\irl~'.:::11[02.tflll'-ll'."i,t;;Jh:L~1-:t:)_tJ\'JJi~.L~.!lti.t".::Jt:~

a1nb;1ssador-.didn-1.::£i\·t-:hi~n.-a-do-n{tt-R[Olse~ut~-\1st.h!ml: U.S. State Department '"US-Ukraine Joint Statem,nt,•·
Nov. 2018. l1tJ~?.;. :\(;qt~l# !D~•~1>.t-},iti?.!~,'.'l9j1,1:~.tal~.ttH,!Jl!.:-~~ll'.:l}:}:l!k.nlLll'i'..·£!\l)~.i:.i~!tm~.GS.hiQ .
1
See Giuliani says State Dept vo,..·ed to im·cstignte after he gave Ukraine doc5 to Pompeo, NBC Sens, Oct 3, 2019,
h•J~:t~.'.):,~~~::_,_nh1:.ne-Y!_:-;.~q1p.11(i_llJi.;,r11:uiJ1iclmro.\\;llmtnt-ingt1!1) g_illn;p_i_-t-,J)_~-'.'>tdh.·-J~·pt-\~l\\-1..'._q'.:irtY_tst(g.<_l{~:i_1_l}c_(:h_~~
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Throughout these events. you have said nothing publicly in her defense. You haYe not made a
single remark defending Ambassador Yov anovitc h or heralding her more than three decades of
service to the American people. According to recent reports, you cvtn supported her early
rcmoval--which, in the absence of any logical explanation. appears tied to the President's effort
to use U.S. policy in Ukraine to pursue his own personal political intcrcsts 3
Yet. Ambassador Yovanovitch is only the latest example of Department personnel who have
paid a heav-y price for thei.r continued public service. Recently, the State Department's Inspector
General detailed the mistreatment and politically-motivated targeting of career personnel by
senior oi1kials at the Depanrnent. 0 One of the senior officials the Department found to have
engaged in these practices, Assistant Secretary Kevin ~!oley, has suffered no consequence, while
dozens of employees suffered damage to their careers, and worse.
Over the last several weeks, you have been similarly silent about the rights ofwhistlcblowers to
come forward about matters of national security. Despite the President's comments equating
whistlcblowers with "spies," you said nothing. Attcr he made false and misleading statements
about the whistleblower, you did no!, as the former head of the C!!\. point out that this
whistleblowcr did precisely what someone who wants to report an urgent concern about ham1 to
national security should do: follow tbe law.
As the head of our country· s global diplomatic force. your refusal to stand up for career
employees and support whistleblowcrs is disturbing. lt is incumbent on you not to further the
President's damaging and unfounded attacks. but to send a simple message to everyone who
works at the Depat1ment of State-that you have their backs.
We hope that you will swillly, and clearly, send that message far and wide.

In case there is any confusion: those working for the federal government, including civil
service, foreign service, and contractors, who possess information they reasonably believe
demonstrates a violation of law; gross mismanagement; gross waste of funds; abuse of
authority; a substantial and specific danger to public health or safety; or censorship related
to research, analysis, or technical information are protected and entitled nnder federal law
to raise those concerns through authorized channels, including to Congress or Inspectors
General, without fear of retribution or reprisal. Even in cases where information is
required to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or the conduct of foreign
affairs, disclosure to Inspectors General or the Special Counsel is still protected.

It is imperatiYe that senior officials throughout government ensure that employees know their
rights, and that employees arc not discouraged from raising valid concerns.
~~ L"-::!Llrr.;tjfl~-:nJ.JHU Y~? t; Donald Trump Jr., ,,~JiDonaldJTrump.Jr,
J1Ht.:'L'._J~~ :n~Ll.:-®J ,.k~~1fil4}Jrnrnpjr_sl_aj:llS'.J LQ~~~Q~7;:_~;6J(!~_ :§1, Mar. 24, 2019,

3
Rebecca BaBhaus et at. ·'Trump Ordered Ukraine Ambttn.ador Removed After Complaints From Giuliani.
Others," The Wall Sm-:cr Jouurnl, Oct. J, :019.

U.S. Department of Stat~, Oflici: of Inspector General, Review of Allegations of Politicized and Other Improper
Personnel Practic:1;"~ in the Bun;au of International Organization Affairs. Au~. 2019.

-i

l
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Your failure to intervene when the White House or your subordinates targeted career personnel
and the Depanment' s efforts earlier this week to prevent Ambassador Gordon Sondland from
testifying before Congress send the v.-Tong message. As you kno,v. Ambassador Yovanovitch is
scheduled to testify to Congress. We call on you to abide by the ethos you have set for the
Department, to stand up for those who serve in the Dcpat1mcnt and the nation, and not further
impede their testimony.
In addition, to assist the Committee with its oversight responsibilities over the Dcpm1mcnt's
operations and treatment of employees, we request that you respond to the following, no later
than October 16, 2019.
L What, specifically, has the State Department done to protect Ambassador Yovanovitch
from political retaliation'.'
2, How did you defend Ambassador Yovanovitch in the face of attempts by President
Trump, the President's agent Rudy Giuliani, and Donald Trump, Jr. to discredit her by
echoing now-debunked conspiracy theories'?
3. Following the July 25, 2019 call, did you speak with President Trump about his
comments regarding Ambassador Yovanovitch, particularly that she "was bad news'' and
"[sjhe's [Yovanovitch] going lo go through some things"''
4. Why was Ambassador Yovanovitch remoYed early from her post in Kyiv'?

5. Did you receive instructions from the President, the White House. or the President's
agent Rudy Giuliani regarding Ambassador Yovanovitch prior to her removal on May 7,
2019'' If so, what were they?

6. Do you agree with the President's statements on whistleblowers"
7. What are you doing to ensure that all Department personnel know and understand their
rights under federal whistleblower laws?
8. Has lhe Department issued any communications or documents to staff regarding

whistkblo,ver rights or communicating or cooperating with Congress sine~ January
2017'? If so. please provide a copy of each such communication or document
We look forward to your immediate responses on this importm1t matter.
Sincerely,

Jeanne Sl1aheen
L'nitcd States Senator

Ranking \1ember
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Tom Udall
L:nited States Senator

er
Lnited States Senator

United States Senator

4
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From:
Michele Kelemen
Sent:
Tue, 15 Oct 201917:20:58 +0000
To:
Subject: would you be willing

B6
B6

To chat on background with my colleague David Wclna? Contacts bclmv'?
He's been ash:d to do a profile of Mike McKinley and I'm not sure where to steer him. Just FYI I told
him that when I was talking with McKinley OFF record just a few weeks ago, he was defending
Pompco's handling ofYovanovitch) to a certain extent, telling me that Pompco delayed pulling her back
and then ma<le sure she had another option .,.- at Georgetown. But since that was off record, 1 can't use it
Thought maybe you may have heard similar from him and can confirm? Or maybe he said things
differently to you?

Herc's David's contacts

-------~,

David Welna National Security Correspondent

B6
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October 10, 2019
Lawrence S. Robbins
Robbins, Russell, Englert, Orseck, Untereiner & Sauber LLP
2000 K Street NW
4th Floor
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Mr. Robbins:
On October 8, 2019, Counsel to the President Pat Cipollone sent the attached letter to the
Speaker of the House, Chairman Schiff, Chairman Engel, and Chairman Cummings concerning
various demands, including a request for the voluntary appearance of your client for a deposition
as pait of the so-called "impeachment inquiry."
In that letter, Mr. Cipollone identified several procedural, legal, and constitutional infirmities in
the process by which the Committees have purported to pursue an impeachment inquiry. As a
threshold matter, the Committees have refused to allow counsel from the Department of State to
be present during the testimony of current and former employees, a practice that the Executive
Branch has previously recognized to be unconstitutional. See Attempted Exclusion ofAgency
Counsel from Congressional Depositions ofAgency Employees, 43 Op. O.L.C. _ (May 23,
2019), available at https://w.vw.justice.gov/olc/file/1171671/download. Refusing to permit the
attendance of counsel from the employees' agency impermissibly hobbles the ability of the
Execulive Branch to protect constitutionally-based confidentiality interests and privileges. More
broadly, Mr. Cipollone noted that the Committees have no authority to pursue an impeachment
in the first place, because the House of Representatives has not authorized them to pursue such
an inquiry. He further explained that the Committees' purported inquiry is completely bereft of
the procedures historically provided by the House in past impeachment inquiries.
In light of these defects, Mr. Cipollone wrote: "Consistent with the duties of the President of the
United States, and in particular his obligation to preserve the rights of future occupants of his
office, President Trump cannot permit his Administration to paiticipate in this partisan inquiry
under these circumstances." As Mr. Cipollone noted in his letter, "[c]urrent and former State
Department officials are duty bound to protect the confidentiality interests of the Executive
Branch." Accordingly, in accordance with applicable Jaw, I write on behalf of the Department of
State, pursuant to the President's instruction reflected in Mr. Cipollone's letter, to instruct your
client (as a current employee of the Department of Slate), consistent with Mr. Cipollone's letter,
not to appear before the Committees under the present circumstances.
This instruction likewise applies to the Committees' request that your client produce documents
or other records, irrespective of their format or the device on which they may be stored. As
stated in the October l, 2019 letter from Secretary Pornpeo to the Chairmen of the three
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Committees, "the requested records constitute the property of the Department of State and are
subject to restrictions on the unauthorized disclosure of classified inf01mation and various
Executive Branch privileges." See, e.g., 5 FAM 414.8, 5 FAM 474.l(a), and 12 FAM 543.
Moreover, these document requests duplicate the subpoena that was previously served on the
Secretary. The Department is the legal custodian of these records and is responsible for
determining whether and what to produce in response to the subpoena. The Department is in the
process of collecting such records and will respond to the Committees, as appropriate and
consistent with Mr. Cipollone's letter. In this regard, it is important to remind your client of the
responsibility under the Federal Records Act to ensure that all Department records currently in
your client's possession, in whatever format, are transferred into the control and possession of
the Department as soon as possible, to the extent such action has not already been undertaken.
As noted in Mr. Cipollone's letter, should the present circumstances change we stand ready to
update this guidance as warranted.
Sincerely yours,

Brian Bulatao
Undersecretary of State
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[~Ll=_ASE_IN_F_ll_Li:1
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 8, 2019

The Honorable Adam B. Schiff
Chairman
House Permanent Select Committee 011
Intelligence
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
The Honorable Eliot L. Engel
Chairman
House Foreign Affairs Committee
Washington,D,C, 20515

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings
Chahman
House Committee on Oversight and Ref01m
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madam Speaker and Messrs. Chairmen:
I write on behalf of President Donald J. Trump in response to your numerous, legally
unsupported demands made as part of what you have labeled- -contrary to the Constitution of the
United States and all past bipartisan precedent·--·as an "impeachment inquiry." As you know,
you have designed and implemented your inquiry in a manner that violates fundamental fairness
and constitutionally mandated due process.
For example, you have denied the President the right to crnss•examine witnesses, to call
witnesses, to receive transcripts of testimony, to have access to evidence, to have counsel
present, and many other basic rights guaranteed to all Americans. You have conducted yom
proceedings in secret. You have violated civil liberties and the separation of powers by
threatening Executive Branch officials, claiming that you will seek to punish those who exercise
fundamental constitutional rights and prerogatives. All of this violates the Constitution, the rule
of law, and every past pl'ecede11/. Never before in om history has the House of
Representatives-under the control of either political party-taken the American people down
the dangerous path you seem determined to pmsue.
Put simply, you seek to overturn the results of the 2016 election and deprive the
American people of the President they have freely chosen. Many Democrats now apparently
view impeachment not only as a means to undo the democratic results of the last election, but as
a strategy to influence the nexl election, which is barely more than a year away. As one member
of Congress explained, he is "concerned that if we don't impeach the President, he will get
reelected,"' Y om highly partisan and unconstitutional effort threatens grnve and lasting damage
to our democratic institutions, to our system of free elections, and to the American people.
1

Interview with Rep. Al Green, MSNBC (May 5, 2019),
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Speaker Pelosi, and Chairmen Engel, Schiff, and
Cummings
Page2
For his part, President Trump took the unprecedented step of providing the public
transparency by declassifying and releasing the record of his call with President Zelenskyy of
Ukraine, The record clearly established that the call was completely appropriate and that there is
no basis for your inquiry, The fact that there was nothing wrong with the call was also
powerfully confirmed by Chairman Schiffs decision to create a false version of the call and read
it to the American people al a congressional hearing, without disclosing that he was simply
making it all up.
In addition, information has recently come to light that the whistleblower had contact
with Chainnan Schiff's office before filing the complaint. His initial denial of such contact
caused The Washing/on Pos/ to conclude that Chairman Schiff"clearly made a statement that
was false, "2 In any event, the Amel'ican people understand that Chainnan Schiff cannot covertly
assist with the submission of a complaint, mislead the public about his involvement, read a
counterfeit version of the call to the American people, and then pretend to sit in judgment as a
neutral '~investigator."
For these reasons, President Trnmp and his Administration reject your baseless,
unconstitutional effol'ts to overturn the democratic process. Your unprecedented actions have
left the President with no choice. In order to fulfill his duties to the American people, the
Constitution, the Executive Branch, and all future occupants of the Office of the P1·esidency,
President Trump and his Administration caimot participate in your partisan and unconstitutional
inquiry under these circumstances.
I.

Your "Inquiry" Is Constitutionally Invalid and Violates Basic Due Process Rights
and the Separation of Powers.

Your inquiry is constitutionally invalid and a violation of due process, ln the history of
our Nation, the House of Representatives has never attempted to launch an impeachment inquiry
against the President without a majority of the House taking political accountability for that
decision by voting to authorize such a dramatic constitutional step. Here, Hoi1se leadership
claims to have initiated the gravest inter-branch conflict contemplated under our Constitution by
means of nothing more than a press conference at which the Speaker of the House simply
announced an "official impeachment inquiry,"3 Your contrived process is unprecedented in the

'
'

Glenn Kessler, Schiff'• False Claim His Committee Had Not Spoken lo the Whls!leblower, Wash. Post (Oct. 4,
2019).
Press Release, Nancy Pelosi, Pelosi Remarks Announcing Impeachment Inquiry (Sept. 24, 2019),
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Speaker Pelosi, and Chaim1en Engel, Schiff, and
Cummings
Page3
history of the Nation, 4 and lacks the necessary authorization for a valid impeachment
proceeding. 5
The Committees' inquiry also suffers from a separate, fatal defect. Despite Speaker
Pelosi's commitment to "treat the President with fairness," 6 the Committees have not established
any procedures affording the President even the most basic protections demanded by due process
under the Constitution and by furnlamental fairness. Chairman Nadler of the House Judiciary
Committee has expressly acknowledged, at least when the President was a member of his own
party, that "[t]he power of impeachment ... demands a rigorous level of due process," and that
in this context "due process mean[s] ... the right to be info1111ed of the law, of the charges
against you, the right to confront the witnesses against you, to call your own witnesses, and to
have the assistance of counsel."7 All of these pl'ocedures have been abandoned here.
These due process rights are not a matter of discretion for the Committees to dispense
witl1 at will. To the contrary, they are constitutional requirements. The Supreme Court has
recognized that due process protections apply to all congressional investigations, 8 Indeed, it has
been recognized that the Due Process Clause applies to impeachment proceedings, 9 And
pl'eeedent for the rights to cross-examine witnesses, call witnesses, and present evidence dates
back nearly 150 years. 10 Yet the Committees have decided to deny the President these
elementa,y rights and protections that form the basis of the American justice system and are
protected by the Constitution. No citizen--including the President-should be treated this
unfairly.

4

Since the Founding of the Republic. under unbroken practice, the House Jias never undertaken the solemn
responsibility of an impeachment inquiry directed at the President without flrst adopting a resolution au01orizing
a committee to begin the inquhy. The inquiries into the impeachments of Presidents Andrew Johnson and Bill
Clinton proceeded in multiple phases, each authorized hy a separate Hoase resolution. See, e.g.• H.R. Res. 58 I~
105th Cong. (1998); H.R. Res. 525, !05th Cong. (!998); m Hinds' Precedents§§ 2400-02, 2408. 2412. And
before the Judiciary Committee initiated a11 impeachment inquiry into President Richard Nixon, the Committee's
chaimmn rightfully recognized tlrnt "a!n] [inquiry] resolutim> has always been passed by the House" and "is a
necessary step/' III Deschle1''s Precedents ch. 14, § 15.2. The House then satisfied that t'equirement by adopting
H.R. Res. 803, 93rd Cong. (1974),
.s Chairman Nadler has recognized tfte importance of taking a vote in the House before beginning a presidential
impeachment inquiry. At the outset of the Clinton impeachment inqniry-where a floor vote was held-he
argued that even limiting the time for 1lebnte before that vote was improper and that "an hour debate on this
momentous decision is an insult to the American people and another sign that this is not going to be fair, 0 l44
Cong. Rec. HI 0018 (daily ed. Oct. 8, 1998) (statement of Rep. Jerrold Nadler). Here, the House has dispensed
with any vote and any debate «I all
6
Press Release, Nancy Pelosi. Transcript of Pelosi Weekly Press Conference Today (Oct. 2, 2019).
7 E.-..:amining the Allegations of Misconduct Against IRS Commissfone1◄ John Koskinen (Pm·t 11): Heai'htg Before
!he H. Comm. 011 /he Judicia>)', I 14th Cong, 3 (2016) (slatement of Rep. Jerrold Nadler); Background and
l·lisro1J' of Impeachment: Hearing Before the Subcomm. on the Constitution of!he H. Comm. on the Judiciary,
105th Cong. 17 (1998) (statement of Rep. Je,rold Nadler).
8
See, e.g., Walkins v. United Slates, 354 U.S. 178, 188 (1957); Quinn v. United Stales, 349 U.S. 155, 161 (1955).
9
See Hastings v. United SIales, 802 F. Supp. 490, 504 (D.D.C. I992), w1cated on other grounds by Hast!ngs v.
Uniled Slates, 988 F.2d 1280 (D.C. Cir. 1993).
10
See, e.g., III Hinds' Precedents § 2445.
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To comply with the Constitution's demands, appropriate procedmes would include-at a
minimum-the right to see all evidence, to present evidence, to call witnesses, to have counsel
present at all hearings, to cross-examine all witnesses, to make objections relating to the
examination of witnesses or the admissibility of testimony and evidence, and to respond to
evidence and testimony. Likewise, the Co11m1ittees must provide for the disclosure of all
evidence favorable to the President and all evidence bearing on the credibility of witnesses called
to testify in the inquiry. The Committees' cmrent procedures provide 110112 of these basic
constitutional rights.
In addition, the House has not provided the Committees' Ranking Members with the
authority to issue subpoenas. The right of the minority to issue subpoenas-subject to the same
mles as the majority-has been the standard, bipartisan practice in all recent resolutions
authorizing presidential impeachment imiuiries. 11 The House's failure to provide co-equal
subpoena power in this case ensures that any inquiry will be nothing more than a one-sided effort
by House Democrats to gather information favorable to their views and to selectively release it
as only they detet·mine. The House's utter disregard for the established procedural safeguards
followed in past impeachment inquiries shows that the current proceedings are nothing more
than an unconstitutional exercise in political theater.
As if denying the President basic procedural protections were not enough, the
Committees have also resorted to threats and intimidation against potential Executive Branch
witnesses. Threats by the Committees against Executive Branch witnesses who assert common
and longstanding rights destroy the integrity of the process and bra?.enly violate fundamental due
process. In letters to State Depat1ment employees, the Committees have ominously threatenedwithout any legal basis and before the Committees even issued a subpoena··· that "[a]ny failure
to appear" in response to a mere letter request for a deposition "shall constitute evidence of
obstruction." 12 Worse, the Committees have bl'oadly threatened that if State Department officials
attempt to insist upon the right for the Department to have an agency lawyer present at
depositions to protect legitimate Executive Branch confidentiality interests-or apparently if
they make any effort to protect those confidentiality interests ut ull-these officials will have
their salaries withheld. 13
The suggestion that it would somehow be prnblematic for anyone to raise longestablished Executive Branch confidentiality interests and privileges in response to a request for
a deposition is legally unfounded. Not surprisingly, the Office of Legal Counsel at the
Department of Jastice has made clear on multiple occasions that employees of the Executive
Branch who have been instructed not to appear or not to provide particular testimony before
Congress based on privileges or immunities of the Executive Branch cannot be punished for

" H.R. Res, 581, 105th Cong. ( 1998); H.R. Res, 803, 93rd Cong, (l 974).
12

Letter from Eliot L. Engel, Chairman, House Committee on Foreign Affairs, et af.~ to George P. Kent) Deputy

13

See Letter from Bliot L, Bngel, Chairman, House Committee on Foreign Affairs, et al., to John J. Sullivan1

Assistant Secretary, U.S. Department of State I (Sept. 27.2019).

Deputy Secretary of State 2-3 (Oct. I, 2019),
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following such instructions, 14 Cu11·e11t and fom1er State Department officials are duty bound to
protect the confidentiality interests of the Executive Branch, and the Office of Legal Counsel has
also recognized that it is unconstitutional to exclude agency counsel from participating in
congressional depositions. 15 In addition, any attempt to withhold an official's salary for the
assertion of such interests would be unprecedented and unconstitutional. 16 The Committees'
assertions on these points amount to nothing more than strong-arm tactics designed to rnsh
proceedings without any regard for due process and the rights of individuals and of the Executive
Branch. Threats aimed at intimidating individuals who assert these basic rights are attacks on
civil liberties that should prnfoundly concern all Americans.

II.

Tile Invalid "Impeachment Inquiry" Plainly SeeJc.q To Reverse the Election of 2016
and To Influence the Election of 2020,

TI1e effort to impeach President Trump-without regard to any evidence of his actions in
office-is a naked political strategy that began the day he was inaugurated, and perhaps even
17
before. In fact, yom transparent l'llsh to jt1dg111ent, lack of democratically accountable
authorization, and violation of basic rights in the current proceedings make clear the illegitimate,
partisan purpose of this purported "impeachment inquiry." The Founders, however, did not
create the extraordinary mechanism of impeachment so it could be used by a political party that
feared for its prospects against the sitting President in the next election. The decision as to who
will be elected President in 2020 should rest with the people of the United States, exactly where
the Constitution places it.
Democrats themselves used to recognize the dire implications of impeachment for the
Nation. For example, in the past, Chairman Nadler has explained:
The effect of impeachment is to overturn the popular will of the voters. We
must not overturn an election and remove a President from office except to
defend our system of government 01· om constitt1tional liberties against a dfre
threat, and we must not do so without an overwhelming consensus of the
American people. There must never be a narrowly voted impeachment or an
impeachment supported by one of om· major political parties and opposed by
another. Such an impeachment will produce divisiveness and blttemess in our
14

Se~ e.g., Testimonial Immunity Before Congress ofthe Forme1· Counsel to the President, 43 Op. O.L.C, _, *19
(May 20, 20 !9); Prosecution/or Contempt of Congress of an Executive B1·anch Official Who Has Asserted a
Claim of fa•ecutive Privilege, 8 Op. O.L.C. IOI, 102 1 140 (1984) e'The Executive, however, must be free from
the threat of criminal prosecution if its l'ight to assert executive plivilege is to have any practical substance,")
u A/templed Exclusion of Agency Counsel fiwn Congre:1sia11al DeposUfons of Age11cy Employees, 43 Op. 0.L.C.
_, *1-2 (May 23, 2019).
16

See President Donald J. Trump, Statement by the President on Signing the Consolidated Appropriatlons Act,
2019 (Feb. 15, 2019); AuthoriJy of Agency Officials To Prohibil Employees From Providing JnformaUon to

17

See Malea Gold, 1he Campaign To impeach President Trump Has Begunt, Wash, Post (Jan, 2J, 2017) ("At the

Congress, 28 Op. O.L.C. 79, 80 (2004).

moment the new commander in chief was sworn, in 1 a campaign to build public support for his impeachment
wenl live .... "),

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. C06870180 Date: 01/08/2020

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

1006
CO 687018 0 IED

U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. C06870180 Date: 01/08/2020

Speaker Pelosi, and Chairmen Engel, Schiff, and
Cummings
Page 6
politics for years to come, and will call into question the very legitimacy of
om political institutions. ts
Unfortunately, the President's political opponents now seem eager to transform
impeachment from an extraordinaty remedy that should rnrely be contemplated into a
conventional political weapon to be deployed for partisan gain. These actions are a far cry from
what our Founders envisioned when they vested Congress with the "imp011ant t111st" of
considering impeachment. t9 Precisely because it nullifies the outcome of the democratic
process, impeachment of the President is fraught with the risk of deepening divisions in the
country and creating long-lasting l'ifts in the body politic.20 Unfortunately, you are now playit1g
out exactly the partisan rnsh to judgment that the Founders so strongly warned against. The
American people deserve much better than this,
III.

Thel'e Is No Legitimate Basis fo1• Your "Impeachment Inquh-y"; Instead, the
Committees' Actions Raise Se!'ious Questions,

It is transparent that you have resorted to such unprecedented and unconstitutional
procedures because you know that a fair process would expose the lack of any basis for your
inquiry. Your current effort is founded on a completely appropriate call on July 25, 2019,
between President Tmmp and President Zelenskyy of Ukrnine. Without waiting to see what was
actually said on the call, a press conference was held announcing an "impeachment inquiry"
based on falsehoods and misinformation about the call. 2 l To rebut those falsehoods, and to
provide transparency to the American people, President Trump secured agreement from the
Government of Ukraine and took the extraordinary step of declassifying and publicly releasing
the record of the call. That record clearly established that the call was completely appropriate,
that the President did nothing wrong, and that there is no basis for an impeachment inquiry. At a
joint press conference shortly after the call's public release, President Zelenskyy agreed that the
call was appl'opl'iate, 22 In addition, the Department of Justice announced that officials there had
reviewed the call after a referral for an alleged campaign finance law violation and found no such
violation. 23
Perhaps the best evidence that there was no wrongdoing on the call is the fact that, after
the actual record of the call was released, Chairman Schiff chose to concoct a false version of the
call and to read his made-up transcript to the American people at a public hearing.l• This
" 144 Cong. Rec. HI 1786 (daily ed. Dec. 18, 1998) (statement of Rep. Jerrold Nadler).
19 The Federalist No, 65 (Alexander Hamilton).
20

Seeid.

21

Press Release> Nancy Pelosi. Pelosi Remarks Announcing Impeachment Inquiry (Sept. 24 1 2019).
President Trump Meeting with Ukrainian President, C-SPAN (Sept. 25, 2019).
Statement of Kerri Kupec, Director, Office of Public Affairs, Dept. of Justice (Sept. 25, 2019) ("(T]he

22
23

24

Department's Criminal Division reviewed the official record of the call and determined. based on the lac«s and
applicable law, that there was no campaign finance violation and that no further action was warranted."),
See Whislleblower Disclosure: Hearing Befo,•e the H. Select Comm, 011 Intel.~ 116th Cong. (Sept. 26, 2019)
(statement of Rep, Adam Schiff).
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powerfully confinns there is no issue with the actual call. Otherwise, why would Chainnan
Schiff feel the need to make up his own version? The Chairman's action only further
unde1111ines the publlc's confidence in the fairness of any inquiry before his Committee,
The real problem, as we are now learning, is that Chairman Schiff's office, and perhaps
others---0espite initial denials-were involved in advising the whistleblowel' befol'e the
complaint was filed. Initially, when asked on national television about interactions with the
whistleblower, Chairman Schiff unequivocally stated that "[w]e have not spoken directly with
the whistleblower. We would like to."25
Now, however, it has been repmted that the whistleblower approached tl1e House
Intelligence Committee with information-and received guidance from the Committee-be/ore
filing a complaint with the Inspector General. 26 As a res;ilt, The Wash;ngfon Post concluded that
Chairman Schiff"clearly made a statement that was false." 27 Anyone who was involved in the
preparation or submission of the whistleblower's complaint cannot possibly act as a fair and
impartial judge in the same matter-particularly after misleading the American people about his
involvement.
All of this raises serious questions that must be investigated. However, the Committees
are preventing anyone, including the minority, from looking into these critically important
matters. At the very least, Chairman Schiff must immediately make available all documents
relating to these issues. After all, the American people have a right to know about the
Committees' own actions with respect to these matters,

Given that your inquiry lacks any legitimate constitutional fom1dation, any pretense of
fairness, or even the most elementary due process protections, the Executive Branch cannot be
expected to participate in it. Because participating in this inquiry under the current
unconstitutioual posture would inflict lasting institutional harm on the Executive Branch and
lasting damage to the separation of powers, you have left the President no choice. Consistent
with the duties of the Presideut of the United States, and in particular his obligation to preserve
the rights of future occupants of his office, President Tmmp carmot permit his Administration to
participate in this partisan inquity under these circumstances,
Your recent letter to the Acting White House Chief of Staff argues that "[e]ven if an
impeachment inquiry were not underway," the Oversight Committee may seek this information

2'

Interview with Chairman Adam Schiff, MSNBC (Sept. 17, 2019).

20

Julian Barnes. et a!., Schff/Got Early Accom1/ ofAccusations ,1s Whistle-Blower's Concerns Grew, N,Y, Times
(Oct. 2, 20 t 9).

21

Glenn Kessler, Schiff's False Claim His Committee Had Not Spoken lo Jhe Whistleblower, Wash. Post (Oct. 4;
2019).
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as a matter of the established oversight process, 28 Respectfully, the Committees cannot have it
both ways. The letter comes from the Chairmen of three different Committees, it transmits a
subpoena "[p]ursuant to the House of Representatives' impeachment inquiry," it recites that the
documents will "be collected as pait of the House's impeachment inquiry," and it asserts that the
documents will be "shared among the Committees, as well as with the Committee on tl1e
Judiciary as approprlate."29 The letter is in no way directed at collecting information in aid of
legislation, and you simply cannot expect to rely on oversight authority to gather information for
an unauthorized impeachment inquiry that conflicts with all historical precedent and rides
roughshod over due process and the separation of powers. If the Committees wish to retum to
the regular order of oversight requests, we stand ready to engage in that prncess as we have in
the past, in a manner consistent with well-established bipartisan constitutional protections and a
respect for the separation of powers enshrined in om· Constitution,
For the foregoing reasons, the President cannot allow your constitutionally illegitimate
proceedings to distract him and those in the Executive Branch from their work on behalf of the
American people, The President has a country to lead. The Amel'ican people elected him to do
this job, and he remains focused on f\Jlfilling his promises to the American people. He has
important work that he must continue on their behalf, both at home and around the world,
including continuing strong economic grnwth, extending historically low levels of
unemployment, negotiating trade deals, fixing our bt'Dken immigration system, lowering
prescription dmg prices, and addressing mass shooting violence. We hope that, in light of the
many deficiencies we have identified in yom proceedings, you will abandon the current invalid
efforts to pursue an impeachment inquiry and join the President in focusing on the many
important goals that matter to the American people.

cc:

28

29

Hon, Kevin McCarthy, Minority Leader, House of Representatives
Hon. Michael McCaul, Ranking Member, House Committee on Foreign Affairs
Hon, Devin Nunes, Ranking Member, House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence
Hon. Jim Jordan, Ranking Member, House Committee on Oversight and Reform

Letter from Elijah E. Cummings, Chairman, House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, et al., to
John Michael Mulvaney, Acting ChiefofStaff to the President 3 (Oct. 4, 2019).
Id. at I.
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Dear David,

Attached is a letter signed by five of our coUeagues and myself regarding the ungrounded attack by the UkrQlnian
Prosecutor General on our Embassy in Ky!v and Ambassador Yovanovitch. Thts attat:k was in fa.ct prompted by the
Ambassador and EmbassY"s str;ng advocacy of Washington policy on reform issues, Thank you for our attention to this
this.
!f you have any questions and woufd like further lnformation, we are at your disposal.
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John
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From:
Sent:
To;

.

Cc;

Bn,chbuhl, Thomas U
Tue,day, April 09, 2019 11:59 PM
Johll Herb.IL___

i

; '

Subject:

iRELE~~IN PART B_~

B6

_ _j

Re-: For Your Consideration

Thank you for your concern and-offer. It's much appreciated.

Ulrich
T. Ulrich Brechbuhl
Counselor, U.S. Department of State

Jwrote:

On Apr 9, 2019, at 2:19 AM 1 John Herb.st!~--···

Dear Mr, Srechbuhl,
We provitle this for your lnformation. As we offered Oav!d, we would be happy to provide further
1
information to you if you would like.
Thanks for your attention to this,

Se.st,
John

'
From; John Herbst[_
Dote: April s.L?019 ot 12:38:39 Pi.i_rnT .s
To:"~
Cc:

"!ll!lllllilllll.

. ·-··--

"~

:::::t' ---

r•ri~llo Teflti________

..

. ._---•,I
JJohnond

Subject: For Your Consideration

Dear David,
Attached is a fetter signed by five of our colleagues and
myself regarding the ungrounded attack by the
Ukrainian Prosecutor Genera! on our Embassy in Kyiv

and Ambessadoivo..-1no-.ltch. This Jtt1ck was in fact
prorhpte<l by the Ambassador and Embassy's strong
advocacy of Washington policy on reform Issues, Thank
you for your attention to this.
lf you have any questions and wov!d like further

information, we are at your disposal.
NO O!SCERNIBU: ClAS$IFICA!ION
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Best,
John

John Herbst f Director, Eurasia Center
Ambassador (Ret.)
1030 15th Street, NW, 12th Floor J Washington, DC
2qOQ!i___
Email:
T:i
Celt___

B6

r•-l.---~

i ___ _

I @JohnEdHerbst t

t,10 O!SCERNXSLE CLAS$lFICATION
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The Hon. David Hale

Under Secretary for Political Affairs
2201 CStNW
Washington, DC 20520

:RELEASE_f!!.l'_ULi.:
April 5,2019

De:a.t Under Secretary Hale:
We are fonne.r US Ambassadors to l.Jktaine who have setv-ed under both Repnblk1n and Democratic
pt•tidonu, u,.d who foUow events in Ub::aioe cue~. We ttt de,ply coaecm-cd by rt(:OD.t 1.mcar:t0botatcd
allqpti~• que•tionin& the work; of the US Emb111y io Kyiv 10d .AmbuHdor Mario- Yova:novitch, These
c:ho,g• .,, titt,ply "'""&

Two articles by John Solomon~~ in The Hill. ove.i: tha pat·1C""cral ,.._cb, and echoed in other media - claim
without ct::t'cihJe eridettee-. that the US Embassy in Kp.,. under Yovanovitch interfered in the Prosecutor
General of Ukraine's abiiq to irrre.•~trt mti-,comaption a,... B:ased on b-aay. du! articles also claim that
the llllbauadoe a:i:tidted Pr..idetlt Dom.ld Trump in talks with Ub:ainian i:o.t1eJocotott. There are several
problems with these claims.
·
First. .Ambassador Yovanovitch is an esteemed career dipk,,a:tat who has served both R,epublk:an and
D-emoctatic pteaidoat1, She was appoi:1:ued: ambass:ador to Ub:ai:D.• by President Barack Obama. President
Gltl:)tr W. Bu1b appo.isatad he.: H u:o.l:a.lldoc to both ~•taa. 1t1d Atmeo::tl., She ha, a flawless record as
a diplomat W. 1:n- hen•••· She;, • proft:taoml of th, hlll"-"'' illqci!)'.

Tb.o 1ocond problem .it th•t th• a;rtid.,. c-.idai,::e ao familiaity with Ukttimm poJitia. Solomon tam tbi!"WOl:d
of Ulcniine'l Protccator G«1enl u face Tllu~e.d do1a::ibt1 hiiti. aa I nionna::. Beat m•ny Uk::ati:ailln and futc:igo
observers tegucl his .tefoon -rec0:t:d as prosecutor general as~ at hest, mi'l"ed.
Pin.a,, tbe c:ht.tgo1 tha.t AmhtH«iot YO'f'&n0'9itc:b badmo'Ot:hed Pre1idcnt Tn.m::ip co.t:DiC &om a letter that 1b.cnCongrcttman Pct• Sostion• tent to Seacta.ty of Sttte Mh Pom:pe:o l,.tt May. A, you know, ih,c_ S«Cl"etlty took
no action, pr..umably bca.otc there wu no n:ideno,.
The alleged behavi-or @.ttributed to Ambassador Yovanovitch are simply foreign to h-et ethics and professional
demeanor, But we know that there are vested intercstS in Ukraine clearly unhappy with her championing the
US government's strong refrum advocacy, and these vet.ted interests are not above smear tactics.
If the attack on Ambassador Yovanovitch "!ete to gain tta:ctiotl, it would be -an injustice agaln$t her and against
refottne:ts in Ukraine. Mill.ions of Ukrainians took to the stl'.eets in the 2014 Maidan Revolotion to bring
t:atuptrency -.nd a:ci;otttttabili:tr to U.k::t::aaatt poHtic,. An alliance to sustain this momentum ensued ~- of civil

aociety (NGO• :lib: the /\..ntl-Co.a:uptioe Actioc Centtt and Ttat11puenq Intffl:l.tt:ional Ukninl}; tcfoccoetl at
the na.ine:r:ial level (like former Pia~ce Minister ,Natalie Ju..ko. foan« Finance Mioiate:r Oleksandr
D,,pylyok, Naftohaz Chief Andtiy Kobo!J,,<, and Health Mlcl,tor Ulana Sup=); and the international
commu:nity (1e.dodhi.g the lMP', the RmlD~ the United Sf.ates, and the 2'impan Unio.a.). This alliance has
made it e11let for tba tnp liiade:o-h:ip - ~idcnt Pqt04heoko and first Prime Mituaten Yallmynk atid then
Gtoilmt:n - 10 mU::e ~£6oit tefo:tm deciaioo•- P1::13F"t111 ha,, not .iwtr• b~-.i CYcn. but tbe. tB:o:iaion toWlltd •
democ:ntia!y controlled (lb:.a!na i• p.roWti:nd.
The ,tl:;loe, ag,;:ii1,lt the US Etnbatty 1nd Amt:..•••dor Y~o"ritcb ~ putty clc:siancd to weaken tt.t aD?..caoe;
if the alHlftte i• wetki:s:, it d: be hud« to take effective: action agaio•t coffllption. Simple justice demands

that that not happen.
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The Hon, David Hale
Uader Secrettry for PoHtict'- Affam
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;RELEASE IN FULL]

Washington~ DC 20520
AprilS,2019
Dear Under Secretary Hale.

We .ate fonner US .Ambassadors to Ukraine who have ser,red \.l.nder both Republican. and Democratic
prtlideot,, and who follow events in Ukn;ine: cu«fuDy. W:e are deeply t:oncetned by recent uncottoborated

tllf8itioo1 qt1e1tiootllg the work of the US E.mbu1y .iQ Kyiv- and Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch, These
diugm uci ,icnply wrong.

Two ru;cides by Jobl'I Solomon -~ in 1111: Hil OY'm:" tho p•t •~•I wcc:b and echoed in. other media - daim
v.'1thout a-•dtblc o...id,nc&, that the US Embassy in K:,iT under Yovanovi.tch interfered in the Prosecutor
General of Ula::aioe"• ablity t6 inTtttigatie 1lillti--Corn:iption ~8'1. S..cd oo hmny, tht" -utidea.Ulo claim that
the ambassador aitieikd Pi-.aidcnt DoOllld Trump in talks with Ukrainian intcloC'Qton. Th•• are several

problems with these claims.
Fitst,, Ambassadot Yovanovitch is an ~""'1'1.d careet i!plomtt who has served both Republican and
Democ:ulic preaide:ott. She was appo:ir,,t«f ambassador to Ubbe by President Barack Obama. Ptesident
·Geoir:'W. Buth appointed hc:r u aab.. ,adot to bod;i KJ,;vntn ~d .A.a:ncoil. She has :a :!lawless record as
-a <Mploma~. W4: i:no~ her- wcD, Sbe ii • ,pro!euional of ib.e .bisb,.a.t .iotegi:ity.

The second problem. is that the articles. evidence no fa.:miliarityw.ith Ukrainian politics, Solomon takes the word
ofUkntine's Pro.<;ecutor G-ene:tal at €ace value and des-ciibes him as a reformer, But many Ukrainian and foreign
observers regard his reform rec-om -as pmsecut~ general as, at best, mi:ced.
Pind.r. tht chkfil'• that .Ambutad(l(' YonnO',·itcb bltmlou.thed Ptt.-idmt Tnxr:ip co!:Qe from a letter that that~
ConpHm&n Pete Seuioni !ent to Soaiotaty of S,t•te Mike, Pompeo !alt.May. A, you kn¢'W. th~ Soaetuy took
no ai;tioa, p~omably becmst then ..., no nidtncie:.

The .Jlqtd ~ o r ataih11.t1td, tO AmbuHdOI' Yovmo-ritc:h u• ai.mply fon::ir to her ethic, 1..b:d profe11iont.l
demeano.r. But ..-e know that there ui, Tested in~a 1ll Ui:::am:ie defflT utllhappy with _btt dta:lpfonina- the
, US government's sttong .re.form advocacy, an'd thae n,~d intt:tettt at:e: .tJQt abo-re ,meu tactic•.

..-m•t

If the: attack on .A.mb•ttdor Yo•a.nO'ridi ~ to gain ttt.ctioo, it wollld be -m inju1tice 'fllUD•t Iler md
:refonne.rs .in Ukraine. Milliomi of t.Jkrainians took to the streets in the 201-t Maidao Re-rolntion to blklg
b:::mtparan.q cd a-ccoontabil:lty ta Ulo:ail.a polh:ia, An an.nee to tmtwl d:ii1 m-om.-tom cn,aed ~- of c:ni:
toc:ie:tr (NGO• like the Ao.ti-Cott0ptioo Action ,Ceiattt aad Tttii,pn:e~er Intca.ationiel. Uka:itu:); ttfoanm at
the .miti:ittu:ia.l level Q:iko former .Pio.11001 Mmitter Natalie.. Jue:ai:o, fot:m:et Finance Ministe.t Oleksandt
Danylyuk:, Naftoh"' Chief A,1drly Koboly.,., and Health Minister Ulma Sup-); and the international
commoo.itj' (:iadoding the: IMF. tht EBRO. the l..hiied State., an,d the Buropcwo Union). This allia..""lce has
sm.de it eMitt fot the top Jca-deah:ip - Pret:ident P-owshenko and &at Pcime Ma:iiatsr• Y••croyak aGd then
Groitman - to make: -.Jffkl:it nfotm. dec::iaio.o•, Progra, bu not Way• booo. «en. but the clt.c:tioo to,,.td •
democratically controlled Ukraine is pso£ound.

'!'be ttoric• a~n tha US Bnibuay and.A.tobu1adot Yan::ao-.itcb Wert p.-tly da,igoed t o . ~ that .t!:litccc.
if the di~ce is wcakert it will be hatder to tllke eftet.:tin action. •Pn comiption. Simple justice demmds
that th.at not happen.
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The Hon. David Hale
Under Secretary for Political Affairs
2201 CStNW

Washington, DC 20520
April 5, 2019
Dear Under Sec:rei:ary Hale:

We are fo.rmet US Ambassado:ts to- Ukraine who have served undet both Rep-..blia.n and Democratic
piwide:nt:1, t:Dd who follow events in Ukn.ine carcfuilr. We: c:c deeply c:oncctr)ed by t:eemt 110amobottted
tllcgatioa• q1;1e1tionit08 the W'Otk of the US Bmbt1ty .i:i Kyiv aid Amfaudor Mtri• Yovanovlteh. These

cbugo, -

,cplr"""""'

Two -articles by John Solomon .. in The Hill over the p•t ,n-orll wecb and-echoed in other media - claim
¥

without credible eTidettoa, that the US Embassy in KJff' wder Yovanovitch interfered in the Prosecutor
General of Ukraine's 1bliry to iil'Y•tisate mti-rorruptiott ca..,. Bated Qti homayp -.bt articles Also dahn that '
the uabuudor aitidu:d Prc,ideat Donald Trump io ttlk• with Ukrainian Dltta::>c:oto.u.. The.re -are several
problems '\.V:ith these claims,
First., Ambassador Yovanovitch is an esteemed career Wplomat who ha;1 served both Republican and
Democratic prc:,j.de:aw. She 'W'aS tppOM?,md tm.bau&dQt to Ukraine b7 P.resid¢nt Barack Ohama. President
Geoi::p W. Btr.ah appointed her u 9:Dlba11ador to both ~•tan tlDd Acm.cni:I. She has- a flawless record as
a ciplomat, We blow bet wdl. Sho i, t p.roft,,iootl oftbe. b:ighMt ia.ttgrlty.
The -1e(:ond p.t0blm"J. i1 that tbe utidci1 tfidena no &milw:it,- with t..Jbmnl:tn poli.tia. Solomon tuJ::11 the,rotcl
ofUbai:nc1, Prottc:utor Gc:cc:al at ftcc value a:od dc1eti~1 he.111.tef'ottnt:t. Biit matl'.f Ukn:Wtnmd fot.
observers regard his :reform recotd 'as prosect1to.r gen-era! as,, 'i\t hes¼ mixed.

Fin.Ry. the cha.rsc• tbat.AmbuHdot Yonno,i:itcl,, bad:mouthed Ptelidetit Tncp come from. a lcttt:t that thm-Consre11mM1 Pete Station• amt to S•cntaty of Statll!a.c Pompeo Int May. Ju. you. know, the Sc:ret:t:cy took
no •ction, pre1urnably bec.u,e thuc ·wu no e..-idcnce.
The alleged behavior attributed to Ambassador Yovanovitch are simply foteigtt to het: ethics and professional
detn'Canot, But we know that thet:e .at:e ve:sted interests .in Umine clearly unhappy with her dumpioning the

US government's strong reform advocacy, :,i;nd these vested interests- are not above smear tactics.

If the attack on Ambassador Yovanovitch were to gain traction. it would be an injustice :against her and against
.tefottners in Ukraine. !vfillions of likrainians took to the streets In the 2014 lvia.idan Revolution to bring
tranapucocy sod itc1:oont:1bility to l.l'li:rainnb poJitic:a. An alliance to sustain this momentum ensued of civil
1ociety {N00:1 lu:t tho A,ui-Coxrop,tiou Action Center md Tr.tt'l•fu1r1mcy Itttc::rr:tational Uh:aioe); rcfoa:c,m: at
the tmP.11tctial level (like fotm.ru; PiaK1ee Wnister Natalie Jate1k:o, fottnct Finance Minister Oleksandr
Danylyuk. Naftohu Chlef Andriy 1-toooly.,.., and Hetlth Marlot« Ulmia Suprun); and the international
community (including the ThlP1 the EBRD; the United States, and the F.uropm:n Union). This ,alliance has
made it easier for the top laden~ - Ptallideot Pototfteo.ko and first Pdnlt Mini1tea Yatsenyuk and then
Groi1man - to t11tke d:ffittilt tcfutm decision•. Progress has not always been even, but the direttion toward a
M-

democratically controlled l!knune is p:tofound.

The ,to.cit• •g.in.kt the US Etat:.1-r •nd Amb....dor Yan:o.aritch weu pcrtiy de..ia;,:led to wt:llktn th•t di.nee;
if th.«: diancc ti weaker, it ...W bt bs:rdct to take effective. action agtioat eottuptioo. Simple justice danands
that that not happen,

_)
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Th.e Hon. David Hale
Under St.ctc;ttty fo:r Political Af&:tn
1201 CStNW
Washingron, DC 20520
:RELEASE IN i

f~!:~

Apri!S,2019

'__)!

Dear Under Secretary Hale:
We are former US Ambassadon to Ukraine who have served under both Republican a.nd Democratic
presidents, and who follow e\>ents in 1.Jk::mJ,e t:m!ftiny. We are deeply concemed by recent unoortobotated

allegations questioning: the wotk of the US Embt11y .kl Kyi,;r at1d AmQaSsador Marie Yovanqvitch. These
charges are sitnply wx:oog.
Two utidu by Job0 Solomon - in The Hill o,ya: tb« p.t sevetil weeks and echoed in other media - claim
without crtd!W. cTidence, that the US Bmb11sy in Kyi.- under Y<Wattoviteh interfered in the Prosecutar
General of Uktaine's abiity to ia,,.tiglt«t ~ti---c:om:tptiob. ou••· Bacd on btiml)', the articles also claim that
the ambassador aiticiud Ptcsidl:at Dont.ld Tnim.p in talks with, Ukrainian io-10Qltort. There are seveta!
probleroS- with these claims.

First, Ambassador Y-Dvw.ovitch is an i,t~tmcd career <iFlollllt who bas setved both Republican and
Democratic pttsidcl:I, She was appointed m1b1t1ador to Umioe by Ptttidea.t B1adt Ol:,l:Qls. P.re:sidcnt
G\!lt:q8 W. Buth a:ppo:in~ bu u t::a1bJ11adoc to both KJt:8ra•tto md .A.rinctri•. She ha, a :B:twl.e11 i:eeotd •
:1 cl_pl00Jat. Wt: know bu wei. She i111 profc11ional of the hlahe•t .integrity.

The te:cond ptoble:n1 .it. thu the uticle:1 eridt.:ace tto &mi&ttlty with Ukrair:rim politiet. Solornoa uh, 1:hc wotd:
ofUUitioe'• Proeecu.tot Geo«tal at &.~enlwe ind dca~, hl:m H • rcfoo:ocr. But mwny Ub:u:ma t::1;1d fordgn
obsexve.n regatd his re.form tecord as p:rosecutor gen.ml as~ at best, mixed.
F.tlldy, tba c:barge, tbat.Amb•1Hdor Yon:n,,,ircb badmoatb.:ul P~mt Trump CQ:OI, &:om a lette;r chat tb.mCoog:rc1tmao Pete: Soa,iona tc:nt to Stci:etNf <>f Ststc M.&.e Pompeio !ut May. Ju JIOU k:oo'W, th• Scicntary toolc
no «ction, pituQ:ttlably bcao1c th«e-..• 00 l!'ridOD.ee

The allcs,:d behavior attributtd to Ambaudot YO'na:tO'fitt::h .re t:i:mply fuRJiga. to bet ethl.o aa.d pro.fe••iottd
demeano.t, But "Ute know th•t there u• Yaato:l intc:tc1tt n t)kaio.4 dct.rly tdi•ppy .._th her cha:mpioa:ine: tbe
, US gontn.rn•nt'1 1txo11g relioon ad.:-oa.q, and thue 'ttltted ~tcretb are 11,ot abon 1meu tactict.

...,_,t

If the 1ttatk on Amb•tt•dor YoY&aoiricdl witt'!I to gtin ttactioo, it 1111'0cld be an injnttiee 9iott llcr IIIQd
.refottners in Ukraine. Millio'ns of Ukrainians took to the streets in the 201,. Ml:idaa :i.o-.u.l:o.tioo to bang
ttf,ntpuency and accountab!l:ty to Uk:t:amian poitica.. An alliance to sustain this momentum en.wtd ~~ of~
,odety (NGO• like ttte Asati~CottUption Action Ctt1te:r •nd Tmt1pvenq Intomlltional Ukaiae); refog:flCD at
the mi:o.i1tecial level {li;:e former Pklsice -Minister Nnb,llie Jaresko~ fixm« Finance ~ter Oleksandr

DanrI,.,,ir. Naftohaz Cbicf ruiddr Kobol,..T, and Health Mini,te, Ulana Supt=); artd the international
<01tttnunity (iocludina th• lldF, the EBIU), the United States, and the E""'I'""" Ur.on), This alliance has
made it Mlicr for the top le1dmhip - P.rcaidcnt Poroshenko and fiat P=a Mi:mttttt Y111aiyok. tod then
Gtoisat-. - to make <iffia:lt refonn doa:.ion1. PlogritH bal not .i...._y, been e-rm, but cbe diaaioo ro,111,rd t
'
democratically controlled Ukraine is profound.
T'be 1torit1 ,ig,,ia,t dlie US E'.rnbany and AmbMHdot Yo••noritch Ycs:e pa:rtly designed to'•a.km. that.:W..cc;
if the allia.nt:c i, -.eakct, it'd be h.rda: to take .-ffoc:tin, tcti® •gaio.•t: eo.rrnption. Simple justice demands

that that not happen,
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The Hon. David Hale
Unoo, S°""'tuy for PoHtial Af&ira
2201 CStNW

Washington, DC 20520

[RELEASE IN FULL:

ApcilS,2019

De.at Under Secretary Hale:
W~ are former l$ Ambassadors to Ukraine who have se.tved under both Republican and Dem.ocmtk
prctidao.1:1, titd who follow r:reot, tQ. Ul::xmc cucfoiy. We are deeply com:emed by rec:ent ooccttobotated

&q•tioo, que1tiottlllg the work of the US
charge. a:cie cimp}r "ftOfte,

Emb■1if

ia Ky:iv and Ambassador Nia.de Yova:uovitch, These

Two articles by John Solomon -- in The Hilt <1'f'Ct' th• pttt several weeks and echoed .\t1 othet media - -claim
without credible e::ridericc, that the US Embassy in KJIIY under Yo-vanovitch intufered in the Prosecutor
General of Ukraine's •l:A:r 10 )Dyad&ata: mti-c«n1ptioo o•t. Based on hem-ay~ the utides also claitn that
the -=iibuudor aitlci:aed P1e1idmt Donald Tromp in talks 'With Ukrninian interlocutors. There are several·
problems with these claims,
First, .Amhassador Yovanovitch ls an esteemed career dip!Qtnat who has served both Republican and
Dcmowtic ptaidcn•. She was appointed ambassador to Ukraine by Frelid•nt Barad: Obama. President

Goo.qrci W. Bush appointed bet•• 1m.bt1nck,t to both ~ I t a l MJd .Azo::ie.tl:11. She has n flawless :record a,
• diplor:ot.L W• h:!.ow h« wcB. She a a pro&.ti00tl of d:,;o bighoat Ultogrity.

Tho teO)lld problca:d1 that th• aticl., c-ridc:ace no &.~1J with t.lb::aaa:o poHtia, Solo1t1.oa_tab1 tbe--.eord
ofUk:ct:me',;Pto,11:cutorGen~at6~ffbe-1ddit•aibethknua«b:mer. &tai.any~lildfix«igo
observers regard his ,reform :recotd as prosecutor genen.1 as, at best, mixed

P.i:na!y, the diugm that Aubundor YO"il"alo-ritc.h bachnouthed President Trump c(IC[le. &ot0 a .lir:ttc tbat tb:at~
Co~•tn.•a Pete SN1iot1.1 tc:nt toScaetMy of State Mike Pompeo lut May. A, yt>u know, th• Sccretitry took
no action, ptotumably becau,-e tlltte ...,., no eridmtc~

The all~d behavior attributed to Ambassador )fovanovitch are simply foreign to het ethics and professional
demeanor, But we know that there are vested interests in Ukraine cleuly unhappy with her championing the:
US government's st.tong reform advocacy1 and these vested interests ate nQt above smear tactics.
If the •ttac:k on /u:nb11•dOC" YonnO'ritd:i 'WINI to gmi. tn.ction. it woo.J:d b• m iojn,tice apio1t h« t:nd ~ • t
tefmmers in Ukraine. :Millions of tJk:rairilims took. to the streets. in the 20H Mld:dm l.trrokitfa. to ba::.e"
m.o,pari:rn~ tttd accountablity to Uk:tttttiaa poi.tic,. h alimc• to ,u1tci:n tlm mom~tm:D eo10.t -~ of ciT.1l.
•Odtty (NGO• like th• Ant:i-Co:ttUptlon Action Ce.nte.r atd Tao,ptttacy Iotcrriationd lJ'kc:ain-}; s:efoaru::u at
the minin~.tl:al level (like fonnet Pim:nc:c Mini.stet Nau.lie Juctko, fotsn-er Fina.nee ::Minitter OleksandJ:
Danylyuk. Naftohaz Chief Andriy Kobolyev. and Health M:ini,tct Vlana Sup.run); 1t1d .tbll' .intemational
commuoity (indndlng the lMF, the EBRD. the United States, and the European Union). 11d. alfunce ha~
made it cuitr for th• top leadership - P:tesideut Poroshenko and first Prime t-finisters Yat;enyuk and then
Groisman - to make difficult .reform decisions. Progress h11$ not always been even, but th-e direction towmi lll

.

democratically controlled Ukraine is profound.
.

Th••to:ie, •Pt the US F.mb....,. and AmbatHdot YO'f'IOO'f'itcb wecie pttdy deiai&0,ed kl- wui:ca tb•t tBiaaa;
ff the d:ia:ttc:«. it ...u-c:tt it wll. bt batdcr to take effective action •e-io•t. cottttptiott. Simple justice demaod1
that that not happM,
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from:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject,

U.S. Department of State C~se No. F-2019-06332 Doc No. C06845985 Date: 11/2212019

Faulkner, Charles S
Friday, April 12, 2019 5:20 PM
,---··--··
Kenna1 Usa O
Taylor, M~ry Eliz:abet_h;i

,
. _ jMoore-, Jessica L; Hale, David; Reeker,
__j!rectibuhl, Thoma, U; Buangan, Richard L
·---- .
Philip Tl
Lett•r f0f-s,cr.ta'ryPompeo frorrl-Reps. !'ioyar 111d Engel

86

Please see the attached letter to Se<:retary Pompeo from Majority lead-er Hoyer and Chairman Enget concerning Amb.

Yovanovitch.
We are informed the Congre~Smen do not intend to make this letter public.

Charles

'RELEASE IN PARfiiiii
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<!tnttgress nf

biieii §tates

'lllllHIJingtnn, M 20515

April 12, 2019
The Honorable Michael R. Pompeo
Secretary
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520
Dear Mr. Secretary:
We write to express our deep concern regarding a series of attacks on career foreign
service officers currently stationed as or nominated to beeome U.S. ambassadors. !n what is an
increasingly disturbing trend, we have seen foreign officials attack our own U.S. anibassadors
and foreign service officers for performing their jobs and advancing U.S. interests.
We are particularly concerned about the outrageous efforts by Ukrainian officials to
impugn the efforts of our representative in that country, Ambassador Masha Yovanovil<:h, whom
we know to be a dedicated public servant and diplomat of the highest caliber. Prior to her
appointment in Ukraine, Ambassador Yovanovitch twice served honorably and effectively as
U.S. Ambassador, first nominated hy President George W. Bush. During hertlme in Ukraine,
she has been a tireless advocate for governance and economic reforms and the fight against
corruption, critical for the long-term success of democracy in Ukraine and the country's ability
to counter Russian aggression. lt is disappointing that certain political actors within Ukraine
have criticized Ambassador Yovanovitch, given herfoous onanti•corruption e:!furts that touch
on their interests,

lt is critical that State Department leadership support our anibassadors and foreign service
officers in the field and make clear that they will not be subjected to any politically motivated
attacks. We urge you to make public statements personally defending your teani and those who
represent our country from these spurious displlragements. These public servants represent our
finest values, and they should know they have the full backlng of the U.S. government in
performing their critical mission.
Sincerely,
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From:
Sent:

Moore, Jessica l
Friday, April 12, 2?19 7:4& PM .
i
jfaylor, Mary Eltzabeth; Faulkner, Charles S

1

To:

.

Ce;

'

Subjett;
Attachments:

~:Te"tt1r for Sii:"r-•t•ry Pompeo from Reps. Hoyer and Engel
Letter to Pompeo from ELE Hoyer on Amb Yovanov:itch.pdf

Attached!

86

(Rei.EASE 1N PAR'ras]

Official
UNClASSIFIED

i

-From[
Sent: Friday, April 12, 2019 6:2~ PM
To; Taylor, M•ry EHz~bett\ ~
- --~~

-~"·==~-- "- ,
,; Faulkner, Cha:rlesS/

Cc:Moore.JessicaLC.
Subject: Re: letter for Secretary Pompeo from Reps. Hoyer •nd Engel
Can someone send

me the fetter? ! was not on the below emaiL

Get Outlook for iOS

Ftom: Taylor, Mary EHz:abeth 1
Sent: Friday, April 12, 2019 6:15 PM

To: Faulkner, Charles S.
Cc: Moore~ Jessica
Subject: Rf.: letter for Secretary Pompeo from Reps, Hoyer and Enge!

r
Can we pfs ensure-this ts tasked and turned around quickly?

Official

UNC!.ASSIFIE!l

From: Faulkner, Charles S

!

Sent: Friday, April 12, 2019 5:20 PM

.

To: Kenna, Lisa
Cc: Taylor, Mary Elizabeth;
~; Hnlt, David "4

1

(
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U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019·06332 Doc No. C06845982 Date: 1112212019
ThomasU•

Buangan,

Richard l!
Subject: Letter for Secretary Pompeo from Reps, Hoyer and Engel

Please see the attached fetter to Secretary Pompeo from Majority leader Hoyer and Chairman Enget-concerning Amb, ·
Yovanovitch.

We are informed the Congressmen <lo not intend to make this letter public.

Charles
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4!hmgr.ess nf U,.e 11luitd1 .§tat.es
l!lll11sl)ingto1t, ·ll!(!t 20515

April 12, 2019
The Honorable Michael R. Pompeo
Secretary
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520
Dear Mr. Secretary:
We write to express our deep concern regarding a series of attacks on career foreign
service officers currently stationed as or nominated to become U.S. ambassadors. In what is an
increasingly disturbing trend, we have seen foreign officials attack our own U.S. ambassadors
and foreign service officers for performing their jobs and advancing U.S. interests.
We are particularly concerned about the outrageous effi:>rts by Ukrainian officlals to
impugn the efforts of our representative in that country, Ambassador Masha Yovanovitch, whom
we know to be• dedicated public servant and diplomat of the highest caliber. Prior to her
appointment in Ukraine, Ambassador Yovanovitch twice served honorably and effectively as
U.S. Ambassador, first nominated by President George W. Bush. During her time in Ukralne,
she has been a tireless advocate for governance and eeonomlc reforms and the fight against
corruption, critical for the long-term success ofdemocracy in Ukraine and tie country's ability
to counter Russian aggression. lt is disappointing 1hat certain political actors within Ukraine
have criticized Ambassador Yovanovitch, given her focus on anti-corruption efforts that touch
on their interests,
'
It is critical that State Department leadership support our ambassadors and foreign service
officers in the field and make clear 1hat they will not be subjected to any politically motivated
attacks. We urge you to make public statements personally defending your team end those who
represent our country from these spurious disparagements. These public servants represent our
finest values, and they should know they have the full backing of the U.S. government in
performf~g their critical mission.
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc. No. C00852094 Date: 1112212019

From:

Edward Verona.__.,----,--,.,--'

Sent:
To:
Subject:

friday, November 16, 2018 12:39 PM
McKinley. P Michael
RV: Verona Photos

Attachments:

VeronaJpg; Sec Peny Group Photo.JPG; IMG_953;lJPG

BG

Mike,
t thought you

mieht be tnterett•d In th• photot of My meetina in Kyiv on Mond•ywlthS•cret1ryP•rry. We had a aood

meetina with the business colllmunlty and with Ambastador-Yonnovlitch, wbo was• cotMsu• bed when I was at
Embassy Moscow. Trident Acqut:s•ton!- i!. movfnl fol"'tlfard wth owr \nYeJtment 9:01!1 jn the U.S. and Ulrnine.
Regards, Ed

oe,==-:J

!n¥i■do •I: ju~vts, 15 de novlembre de 2018 04:34 a. m.
Para: Edward Verona
Asunto: Fwd: Verona Photos

Looking good cheers.
Get Outlook for !QS

from:=-_,-.,.,.---,--,-,,==-=----- '
Sent: Thursday, November lS, 2018 13::lS
To:i

f

Subject: Verona Photos

feet free to send these to Ed if you llke.

S-enlor Commerdai Officer
U.S. Commercial Service
U.S. Embassy
Kylv, Ukraine

I
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Stale Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc. No. C06852102 Date: 1112212019

To:

McKinley, P Michtel
Friday, Novomb..-16, 2018 1:25 PM
Edward Verona

Subject:

RE: Verona Photos

From:
Sent:

Thanks forshartng. All looking good I
Official
IJNClASSiFU:O

From: Edward Verona
Sent: Frid•y, November 16, 201812:39 PM
To: Mcli:inlel',. p Michael
Subject: RV: Verona Photos

Mike,
I thou1ht you ml1ht be interested in Uie photos of my meeting in kyiv on Monday with Secretary Perry. We had a aood
meetina: with the business co.mmunty 11'd with Ambasstdor ~,oovitch, who we-1 • colfea1u• back when t w1i at
E~bauy Moscow. Trident Acquisitions i1 m-oving forward with our il'I-Vl!t~tm•nt goals In thit U.S. and Ukraine~
Regards, Ed
De:

Envl"'a_d_o_el-:J-.u-eve-,,-1-S_d_e_n_ov-i-em-br_e_d_e_20_1~8 04:34 a. m.
Para: Edward Verona
Asunto: Fwd: Verona'-Ph_o_t_os_ _ _ ___,
looking good cheers.

Get Outlook for iOS

1$, 201813:29

F~ef free to send these to Ed if you !lke.

Senior Commerdat Off'lcer
U.S.. Commercial Service

U.S. Embassy

c:::.:::J
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United States Department of State
Washington, D.C. 2()5211

JUN l

The Honorable

20515
Dear Mr. Hoyer:

We hope this information is helpful to you. Please let us know if we may be of furtller
assistance.
Sincerely,

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc. No. C06852092 Dale: 11/2212019

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

1043
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Case No, F-2019-06332 Doc. No, C06852092. Date: 1112212019

United States Department of State
Waskington., D. C. 20520

JUN l l 2019

The Honorable

Dear Mr. Chail'!l:lan:

12 letter regaroing the ll!ll!Cks on Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch in

We hope thls information is helpful to you. Please let us know if we may be offutlher

assistance.

Sincerely,

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06332 Doc. No. C06852092 Dale:
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Approved:

85,86

Drafted:
Cleared:
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UNClASS!FtED U.S. Department of Slate Case No, F-2019-00332 Doc. No. C06852092 Date: 1112212019

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

press

6/312019 2:47 PM
H201904!5=002 Hoyer/Enge!

BS
Attachments
Low
Side
~

~

85,86
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J.4(d)
!A(e)

l.4(£)
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,..

lA(g) Vuloon1bili,liel;or c,,paowm:s Ol

l.4(h)
(1i)(2)

Related solely to !lie internal ~ e l rules and practices ofM a!J<"lcy

(b)(J)

Specifically e,e<,mptcd from disclosure by statute {othertlwl S USC 551), fon:xsmp!e:

ARMSEX!'

CIA PERS/Oll.G
EXPORT CONTROL
FSACT
!NA
!RAN
(hJ{4)

Tmde se= and wnfi&mtial rommeroia! orfmancial mf""'1llllon

{b)(6}

l'1lrsonal prlv•cy infomiation

(1>)(7}

{b)(S)

~ lly or fur a government ~<:y rego!arlng or ""pemslllg f1lll!!IOial

(b)(9}

Geological and gooph.ysfoal information and dais, including maps, oonooming wolls

NR

Material not responsive to a F01A request excised wilh the~ent of the requesfu,
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1-

86

'

From:

!Tu•sd•y, M,rch 26, 2019 ~:54 AM

Sent:
To:·
Subject:

S_AII
9:53am

.
~~

S finished speaking with Rudy Giuliani

. ·······-·---····.
. ..........J
Office Manager to the Secretary of State
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Stre•t NWI Wtshinston, D. C. 120S20 - - - ·

Offir•:···

__J Email:[

Officiaf

UNClASSIFIED
fromi

Sent: Tuesday,Marcfi·2i;, Z019 9:49 AM
To: $_All

Subject: 9:49am ~~Sis speaking with Rudy Giuliani

I

,

'ol!ice Managertcithe Secretary ol'siale··
U.S. Oepartment of State
2201 C_Street NWJ W•shingt9n, 0. CL20521L... ..

Of!ict:I,

,.

iiI
'

Email:!I
I

Official
UNCI.A~SlflED

NO l>lSCE!ll\l!SLE C!.ASS!F!CATION

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department

JA

of State Case No. F-2019-06331

39-403

Doc No. C06848445 Date: 1112212019

01/17/2020

1048
CO 684 8 4 7 QIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06848470 Date: 1112212019
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86
from:
Sent
To:

Operations Center
_Fridl:i..M•rch 2~•.ll)).~J:•:. AM

Cc

SES·O_S·Colls
RE: S Calls Update 03/29

Subject:

Dear Sally,
Understpod, will do.

Watch Officer f Operations Center
U5. Department of State
202-647-1512

:oi!CONTROLLEDT

Official. SBU
UNCLASSIHED

-- -·, ---.....

from:\

. --=- - · · · , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1

Sent: Friday, March 29, 2019 7:40 AM

To: Op~rations Center; SES·O_S•CaHs
Subject: RE: S Calls Update 03/29

Good mor;nfng Ops Colleagues,

85

; We can remove thfs from the tracker.
Thanks!

,
'0ffice 'IVia!1ager t~ the Secretary of Sta~e
',

1

U.S. Department of State
2201 c__gr...,t NWJ~!•hingt~, D. C. L,\1520
Of!lcr:'
: Email;
:

i

Offi<lal-SBU
UNCLASSIFIED
From:OperationsCenter<~
Sent: Friday, March 29, io1s 4:31 AM
T<>:SES-O_S-C.lls<~
Subject: S Calls Update 03/29

Confirmed Friday 03/29
NO DISCERNIBLE CLASSIFICATION

;:J1~ffi~_l!1~ H1' Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331
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NO DISCERNIBLE ClASSIFICAUON

S 4 Mr. R. Giuliani 0815 ET
S 4 Mr. W. McKelvey 1230 ET
S 4 Mr. R.J Harris 1250 ff
S 4 Mr. G. Allison 1400 ET
54 Mr. W. Gates 1435 ET

S 4 Reprasontative Nunes (R-CA) 1330 ET (SECURE)
S 4 Reverend O'Callaghan 1445 ET/1345 Wichita

C
5 4 Secretary of the Treasury Mnuchin 0730 ET (SECURE)

[

~
~

-

B5

~ pending S staff

Regards,

State Department Operations Center
(202) 647-1512

Official-SBU
UNCLASSIFIED

86
NO DISCERNIBLE CLASSIFICATION
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NO OISCERNl8LE Cl.ASSIFICATION

86
Operations Center

From:
Sent:
To:

Wednesday, April O;l. 20l!U2:37.RM

C<:

S(S·O

Subject:
Attachments:

2019 March S Call Metrks.xtsx

S_Speda!Assistants;i
March 2019 S Cal! Metrics

Dear Colleagues,
Please find attached the "S Call Metrics" as tracked by Ops for the period 03101119 - 03/3l/!9.
Regards,
Watch Officer

NO OlSCERNiBlE ClASSIFICATlON

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06848451 Date: 11122/2019
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UNCLASSIFIED U,S. Department of State Case No. f"2019~06331 Doc No. C06848453 Date; '! 1/22/2019

UNCLASS1F!ED U,S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06848453 Date: 1il22!20i9
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C06848457!ED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06848457 Date: 11122/2019
NO D!SCERNlflLE CLASSIFICATION

iRELEASEINPART 1

tee

-~--J

From:

Sent:
To:
Cc;

Subject:

·Thunday, Morch 28, 2019 9:27 AM
JoAnn.Z•lont~
$_Scheduling
Mr. GlO!iani cal! with Secretaiy Pompeo

Hello!
Mr. Giuliani just called our office and confirmed via, phone a calt with secretary Pomp-10 for

at l!,15am ET.
We wm'pfan for the State Operations Center to co11n~ct the

-1!

B6

can to Mr, Giu!ianf's cell,

Piease let us know if there's any changes to Mr. Giuliani1s schedule.

too Secretary
U.~, D.!Ra.rtment g.f Stat•

Office ot
1

Official
UNCI.ASSIFIED

NO DIS~ER.NIBU': CLASSIFiCATION

UNCLASSIFIED US. Department o! State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06848457 Date: 11/22/2019
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U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06848449 Date: 11122/2019
NO OISCERN!Bl.E CLASSIFICATION

86

r --

Fmm:
Sent
To:
Subject:

Thursday,
Hale, David
FW; S requested to Speak with Mr, R Giuliani

[DECONTROLLED]
Offidal-Si!U
UNCLASSIFIED
From: Operations-Center

Sent: Thursday, March 28, 201Q_9:34 AM
To: SES-0_S-Calls.
~uhjett: S requested to speak with Mr.

R., Glultani

Ops wlll build the cafl fr'lday, March 29, at 0815 ET ..

Please advise if there will be any monitors.
Regards,
Watch Officer

State Oepartmept Operations Center
(202) 647-1512

Officlal-SSU.
UNCLASSIFIED

NO DISCERNI:fit.E ClASSifICATION

86

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06848449 Date: 1·112212019
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U,S, Department of State Case No, F-2019-06331 Doc No, C06848443 Date: 1112212019
NO OISCERNIB-lE ClASSlflCATION

From:
Sent

:ire.::e11se 1N PART

1'

~!_-~

!

B6

, Frid1y,
---·~--~- ----- I
Much 29, 2019 8:19 AM
S,,AII

To:
Subject:

8:18am -- S finished speaking with. Mr. R. Giuliani

Office Manager to the Secretary of State
U.S. Department"of State
2201 C Street NWI Wuhinst91:1.D, C, 120520 _,,

Offic~

\Email:\

Official-SBIJ

IJNCIASSIFIEO
From: Operations Center
sent: Friday, March 29, 2019 8:15 AM
To: SES-0_S-Calls
Subject: 5 is speaking wtth Mr. R. Giuliani
Call up: 0814 ET

State Department Operations Center
(202)647-1512

Offitial-SBIJ
IJNCLASSIFIEO

NO OtSCERNIStE CUSSlltCArll'.m

UNCLASSIFIED U,S, Department of State Case No, F-2019-06331 Doc No, C06848443 Date: 11122/2019
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B6

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attae.hments:

Thur,doy, Morch 28, 2019 6:42 PM
S_All
3/29 Calendars
3.29 Two Weeks.pd!; 3.29 Long Range.pd!

!RELEASE IN PART:
B&,B8

Two weeks and long range attached. Updates below.
Best,

1

On:lCtOftlii"sttCr·ttary

I

Deputme,nt of St1te

----··-···1

ADDED
3/29 0815-0835 CALL: Rudy Giuliani
4/11330-1350 CALL: Chairman Nuno, (R-CA-22) (SECUR()

I

.. ······----"··-..··"·"···

. - ------··1

B5

4/2 (H) 1745-1815 MTG: Jtn, Lisa, and C
4/3 (H) 0706-0717 INTERVlEW: Phone Interview with Hugh Hewitt (TAPED)
4/3 0730-0800 CALL: DCIA Haspel (SECURE)
4/3 (H) 1700-1730 BILAT: Cahadian FM Freeland
4/_4_(H) 07_45-0815 BllAl',1',:<>nch FM Le Dri•n

B5
REMOVED
CANCELLED: MTG: Cabinet Quad
UPDATED
4/11600·1630 MTG: A/SecDefShanahan
4/9 (H) 0730·0830 MTG: Cabinet Quad
4/10 (H) 1500-1515 CALL: Secretary Mnuchin (SECURE)
4/10 {H) 0930-1230 HEARING: Senate Foreign Relations Committee Hearing

Official
UNCLASSIFIED

NO Dl'SCEftNISJ.J:: ClA$SIFtCAT10N

UNCLASSIFIED 'U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-00331 Doc No. C06845975 Date: 111221201 e
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U.S. Department of Slate Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06845976 Date: 11/22/2019

March

March 2019
SuMo TuWe Th Fr Sa

2019

1 2

3 -4 s 6 1 a s
10 11 12 13 14 iS 16
11 rn 19 20 a1 22 ~3
2425 ?6 27 2829 30

Friday

31

Aprtl201S
SvMo TuWe Th Ft
1 2 3 4 5
7 a 9 10 11 12
14 15 16 17 Hi 19
21 22 23 24 25 26
28 29 30

Sa
6

n

20
2."/

FRIDAY

0

AM

~

o,,

7
8

9

2

0,/10,\(100-MU.1'"\.',!f(KM!KE
1reaiyRcorn

14lill-14MCAU.: Graham Amson:Nun,e=,srn!eap. to~wmea
1435•14-SS CAl.L: Jl;lttQiiln, G;otrtJ'<>uBd;ofa11>; N<m'le<\lm SW<! O):,l lc ron~l;

4

7

8
9

3[18/2-019 6:40 PM

B6.

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-00331 Doc No. C06845976 Date: 11122/2019
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C06845972:FIE D U.S. Department of Slate Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06845972 Date: 1112212019

Subject:

0949-0953 CALL: Rudy Giuliani

location;

Non-Secure; S OMS direct dial

Start:

End:

Tue 3/26/2019 9:49 AM
Tue 3/26/2019 9:53 AM

Recurrence:

(none)

Organizer:
Categories:

86
S • Calls

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06845972 Dale: 1112212019
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U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C0684597S Date: 1112212019
NO OISCERNISLE CLASSIFICATION

From:
Sent:

B6
Th-;;;:~ay, March 28,

To;

S_AII

Subject:

COB Notes

Hi

PM

28 March 2019

team-

No pending cai!s or stray items for tomorrow (at this time}. The Secretary took his book with Schedule Card home.
Have a great evening!
29 March 2019 SecStat• Pompeo

0645-0700 ENR HST
0710-0720 MTG: Heather Nauert
0720-0730 MTG: D, M, ExecSec, ·s/A McKinley, S/A Kissel, S/A Bulatao
0735-0750 MTG: Comms Meeting

0800-0815 MTG: S/A Kissel
0815-0835 CALL: Rudy Giuliani
0835-0900
MIKE (Treaty Room]
1015-1100 MTG: Biwee~ly with SRS Jeffrey
H00.1130 MTG: A/S Breier, S/A Abrams, CDA Story
1130-12.30 Executive Time
1230-1245 INTERVIEW: Phone Interview with Wallace McKelvery, The Patriot
News
,
1250.1259 INTERVIEW: Phone Interview with RJ Harris, WHP 580 (Taped)
1300-1345 MTG: M Family Deep !Jive
1400-1420 CALL: Graham Al!ison
1435-1455 CALL: Bill Gates, Gates foundation
1500-1530 BILAT: Meeting with (JAE Amb. Yousef Otaiba
1600-15'l0 SlLAT: Republic of Korea FM Kang
1630-1700 Executive Time
1700-1715 ENR Residence

NO PlSCERNIBLE CLASSIFICATION

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06845979 Date: 11/2212019
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U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06845979 Date: 1112212019
NO OISC£R.NJ:8LE CLASS!F!CATION

86
Office! M1naetr to the Secretary of State
u,s. D<!part111•nt of Slit• ( 2201 C Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20520

.. ..

---,

•P

.

Official
UNCLASSIFlEO

NO DISCERNIBLE 'CLASSIFICATION

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06845979 Date: 1112212019
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Subject:

location:
Start:

U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06845973 Date: 1112212019

0814-0818 CALL: Rudy Giuliani
Nonsecure, State Ops to conned

End:

Fri 3/29/2019 8:14 AM
Fri 3/29/2019 8:18 AM

Recurrence:

{none)

Organizer:

L._~i

categories:

S • Calls

86

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06845973 Date: 1112212019
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U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06845980 Date: 1112212019
NO OISCERNlBI.E Ct.ASSlFtCATION

from:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

i

1

·-·-

I

86

Thursday, March 2s: 2019 11:26 AM
S_Schoduling
S_SptdlllA.ssistant:s
Schodule Card: 29 March 2019

HelloieamThe Schedule Card for tomorrow is saVed in our share drive. Thx. Hill
28 March 2019 SecState Pompeo
0645-0700 ENR HST
0710-0720 MTG: Heather Nauert
0720-0730 MTG: D, M, ExecSec, S/A McKinley, S/A Kissel, S/A Bulatao
0735-0750 MTG: Comms Meeting
0800,0815 MTG: S/A Kissel
0B15·0835 C,O.LL: Rudy Giuliani

0835k0900 eX~cutive Tim~
0900-1000 MEETWlfH MIKE !Treaty Room)

1015-1100 MTG: Biweekly with SRS Jeffrey
1100-1130 MTG: A/S Breier, S/A Abrams, CDA Story
1130-1230 Executive Time
1230-1245 iNTERV!:EW: Phone Interview with print outlet uThe Patriot News11
1250~1259 lNTERVJEW: Phone Interview with radio outlet RJ Harris1 WHP 580
1300-1345 MTG: M Family Deep Dive
1400•1420 CALL: Graham Allison
1435~1455 CALL: sm Gates, Gates Foundation
1500-1530 BILAT: Meeting with UAE Amb. Yousef Otaiba
1600•1630 BILAT: Republic of Korea FM Kang

1630· 1700 Executive Time
1700-1715 ENR Residence

~----J.

NO DISCER!!IIBLE CLASSlf!CATION

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No, C06845980 Date: 1112212019
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U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06845980 Date: 11122/2019
l\1O OISCERl\llBtE CU\SSlflCATION

L

•••

--·

•••

I
I

B6

Office Manager to the Secretary of State
220l 'C Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20520

Official
UNCLASSIFIED

NO olst:ERNIBLE CLASSIFICAUON

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc No. C06845980 Date: 11122/2019
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UNC!.ASS!FlED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc, No. C06852076 Date: 11/2212019
from:
Sent;
To:
C~:
Subject:

Madeleine Westerhout
~ h 27, 201912:12 PM

66

S_Schedu.!ing
RE: Secre'tl:ry Pornpto

Thanks!!

Fi'om:.__ _ _ __,
S•nt: W~dAeidty, M•reh 27, 201912:03 PM
To: Westerhout1 Madefelne E, £OP/WHO

Cc: S_Schedullng
Subje(:11 RE: Secretary Pompeo
Hi Ma~leine Jo Ann ts welcome coordinate with us for S vla our Scheduler,,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,

Outside of business hours, State Ops Is best-202-647-1$12

And, of course, our best email is: ~heduling@.stat§~
AllbHt!iO

U.S. Department of State l 2201 C Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20520

l

jt s s~heduling@itate.gov

Official

Ull!CtASSlF!EO
From: Westerhout1 Madeleine E, EOP/WHO

S • ~ r c h 27, 2019 11:52 AM

To:L__l
Sol,jort: FW: s~cr•mv PomP<to

Htv0-this I:! Rudy Giwftani's •stist,nt. What numb•r can\ &i'ie htr for SC

From: Zafonte, Jo Annt..,...,.,,....,...=- =-=-=------'

Sent: Wednesday, Match 27, 201911:lS ,:AIJ:;i'-------- --------,
To: Westerhoutl' Madeleine E. EOP/WHO,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____,
Subi,,.t: fEXTERNAtJ Secretary Pompeo

H•te to both~r you but might you be- able to .send m• • Jood A umber for abow, I've been trying and getting nowhere
through resvtlt ch1nntls.

UNCI.ASSlFlED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Dot. No. C06852076 Dale: 11/2212019
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2019'06331 Doc. No. C00852076 Date:
1112212019
Thanks so much,

Jo Ann Zafonte
Senior Manager
GiuUanl Partners
445 Park Avenue, 1stn fl.
New York, NY 10022

UNClASSlF!ED U.S. Department of Stale Case No, F-2019·06331 Doc, No, C06852076 Date:
1112212019
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Slate Casa No, F-2019-06331
Doc, No. C06852072 Dale: 11122/2019

B6
fro~
Sent
To:
Subject:

Mond1y, April 01. 2019 8:04 AM

Eric~on, Christopher 8
RE: Soni or Watch Offic•r Morning 8ri•f to tht E,ecStc • 03/29 (S8U)

No problem, Chris. ft was a quiet morning.

□
Chief, State-Defense Jnt!gratlon
St1tt--Oeftn1~ lnteeration Office

8un!1U of Polltk11-Mlitilt)' Affair,
United St•tff 0op•rtmeftt of Stilt

f

I I

Offitlal-sau
UHClASSIF!EO

From: Eridalon, Chri<bophor B

8U)

Thtinb,Q for Jtepping fn this 1.mJ
Chris

Offidaf-SBU
lJNC'LASSif!ED

From: ~~- Clntet

!lent: FrldO'f, Mlrdi 29, 2019 8:06 AM

ro, ses-o_ex-=11r1er

Sul,jkt: S.,,ior W.tdl Offlo,r Morning Brtef to the ExecSec • 03/29 (SBU)

Below are the Senior Watch Officer's notes for the P,xecutive Secretariat, Ops
th..,,, these notes only with the
r<>cipient! ofthi, email to fiieilitato deliberative discussion; they are not inteooed for
publication. Please do not
redistribute this email,

.SI1NilllYlill.l.ITJfilCJ,AS$!FJ!;;Q
STATE DKPARTME NT OPERATIO NS CENTER
Tb Wai<:li I Critit Ma••ie••• t od Strategy

03/29 fFSM MoAia& Noteo
l

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of state Case No. F--2019-06331
Doc. No. C06852072 Date: 1112212019
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department o! State Case No. F-2019-063
31 Doc,. No. C06852072 Dale: 1112212019

Post comments while
to step down.

Jhinaoui announced Tunisia would seek to "contain
over !he Golan Heights by coordinating the

Fulbright Scholar Found Aller Kidnapping Concerns
Senior Watch Officer
Operations Center

Officlal-S!ll.l

Doc. No. 006852072 Date: 11/2212019
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State
Case No. F-2019-06331

Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State
Case No. F-2019-06331

Doc. No. C06852069 Date: 11/22/2019

Mr. Shok!n stated that these appointmi:.:nts
were made bv Mr, Z!ochev sky 1n ordl!r to protect

h1mstlf.

Mr. Zlochevsky left Ukraine while the ab.ove
mentioned cases were open.
Mr. Shokin stated that the investi gations stoppe
d out of fear of the United States. Mr. Shakin
attemp ted to contim1e the· investi gations
but on or i?!round
June or Ju!y of 2015 the U.S.

Ambas sado; Geoffre:y R. Pyatt told
him that the investig ation has to be handled
with white
gloves, which according to Mr. Shokin , that
implied do nothing. On or about Septem ber
2015
Mr. Pyatt gave a speech in Odessa where he
stated that the cases were not investi gated
correctly and that Mr. Shokin may be corrup
t.

Mr. Shokin stated that in 201.4 Mr. Zloche vskywa
s in th• UK and that the twenty three million
dollars were frozen in the UK in the BNP Bank.
Mr. Shakin stated that false docum ents were
prepare d and the money was release d to Mr.
Slochevsky before Mr. Shok'1n took office. That
release of the money made Mr. Shokin look
into the above cases again, Mr. Shoken stated
that
th~re were several
articles written about brlbes being tZ!ken
during

the investig atlon of the
cases. The _bribes were an effort to havl! the
cases dosed. On April of 2016 Mr. Shokin was
dlsm·1ssed as th~ Genera! ProsecUtor of Ukraine
. tn Novem ber of 201E5the cases Were
closed by
the current Prosecu tor Gener.a! Yuriy Lutsen
ko.
Mr, Shakin furthii!:r stated that on Februa
ry of 2015 warran ts were placed on the
accoun ts of
multipl e people in Ukrslne. There were
reques ts for,lnforfT)ation on .Hunter 'Biden to which
nothing was received. lt ls believe d that
HuntBr Biden reCe,'rves ;;i salary, com/nlssion
plus one
mnlion dollars. There were no docum ents
or inform<;1tiOn on Hunter Blden aild Mr. Sh_okln
stated he was warned to stop l?V Amb<ls
sador Geoffre y R. Pyatt. Preside nt o1
Ukrain e Petro

Poro·shenko told Mr. Shakin not to lrivesti
gate Bu,risrna as it vyas not ln the lnteres t of
Joe
and/or Hunter Biden. Mr. $hokin was called
into Mr. Pbrosh enko's office and told that tile
·investigation Jnto Burisma and the Manag ing
Director where Hunter Bid en ls o·n the board,
has
caus~d Joe Bid en to hold up one b·1ll'ion
dollars ln U,S, aid to i.Jkrain.e,

ML Shokin stated that o; oi- around April of
2016 Mr. Petro Poiosh enko call•d him and
told
him he had to be fired as the aid to the Ul,arai
ne was being withheld by Joe Bi den. Mr. Bid•n
told Mr. Pomshenko that
had eviden c;, that Mr. Shokin was corrupt
and needed to be ft red.

he

Mr. Shakin was dismissed in Aprl! of 2016
and the U.S. aid was deHvered within One and
one
half months .

On a different p61nt Mr. Shokfn believe
s the current Ambassador Marie L. Vov?no
vitch denied
hls visa to· travel to the US Mr. Shokin
stat~d .that sh'E~ is c)1.1Se to Mr. Bl den. rv1r,
Shokln.a!s.Q

:;tated that there.

\4lf.!re

leaks

by a perso.n named

Resher:ko of the Ukralnia,n State Secn::t Service
about the Ma0.afo rt Bhtl< Book. iV'!L Z•hokhi
stated that there ls possibl e d8i:eit in the
i\11anafort
8La,:k Book
End of intervie w·

/"'(!jll ll~flE Q,.iCJ ;S. Department of State
case No. F-2019-06331 Doc. No. C0685
2069 Date: 11/22/2019
,'\v, ;, '•,~-<! t ~ \

,\,,~.,• ti ;.,..",
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Dep artment of State case No. F-2019-06331

Doc. No. C06852069 Date: 11/22/2019

January 25, 2019
445 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10022

Yuriy Lutsttnko:
On Ja·nuary 25, 2019 Mr. Yuf!y Lutseii ko
the currE?nt Prosecu tor Gen.era·1 of Ukraine was
pre)ent at 445 Park Aver New York~ NY.
He was presen t to speak about corrupt
ion in Ukf"aine.
He

was accompanied by Glib Zagor1y, Gyund uz
Mamedov 1 Lev Parnas, lgor Frum-an, Also
present were Mayor Rudolph Giulian! and George
Boyie.

Mr. lutsenko stated that he is curren tly
the Prosecutor General for Ukraine. He was
the
Mlnlster of lriterio r frorn 2007 to 2010,
He further sfat~d that he was placed in jail for two and
one half years as a politica

l prisoner.

Mr. lutsenko stated that his office has the
following units under his purv,ew:
1. Pof\ce Depart ment
2. fiscals

3. Secret Service
4. Jnv~stigative Depart ment
Mr. Lutsonko stated that his office has recover
ed several billion dollars and has had two
thousand six hundre d thirty~seven verdic
ts for corrupt ion. Mr. lusenk o went·on to explain
that
there is a unit ca lied Specialized Antico rruptio

n Prosecutors Office (SAP) which has under
its
purview National Anticorruption Bureau Ukrair)'e
(NABU}.wh!ch investigates corrupt ion cases
that invol1/ed public figures from Mayor s upward
. He stated that the current U.S. Ambas
sador
protects SAP and NABU. He feels they are
good organiz ations but have terrlb!e leaders
hip. His
office has absolutely no control over SAP or
NABU 3nd can;·t even ask what they are working
on
howeve r they fall und~r his "contro
He further state that

! 11 ,

he believes Mr. Viktor Shokln the.former Prosecutor Genera! ls honest.

Mr. Lutsenko went on to say that he began
looking at the same case

Mr. Shokin was !ook\ng at
(mentloncid above) and he believes Hunte
r 8idtrn receives millions of doUars in compe
nsation
from Burisma. He produc:fid a docum ent from
Latvia that showed<several million dollars that
were distribu ted out of Buri~ma's accou
nt The record showed two (2) companies and four
[4)
individuals rece1v·ing approximate.ly sixteen
million dol1ars in di.sb·urserrlents as foHows
:
Compan ies:
1, Wlre!og ic Techno logy$ 14,665 ,982

2. Digitex
$ 1,900,000
Individuals:
'
1. Alexsander Kwasnewski $1,150 ,000

f,"_:ll,l'l2f~fl§\f i1J(S. Department of State

JA

Case No. F-2019-06331

39-403

Doc. No. C06852069 Date: 11/22/2019
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Ca se No. F-2019-06331

Doc. No. C06852069 Date: 11/22/2019

2. Alan Apter
302,88 5
Devon Archer Amoun t
reveal ed by Latvia
4. Hunter Btden Af11ount not reveale
d bylatvl a

Mr. lutsenk o feels that the total disburs ements
can as high as $100,00 0,000.
Mr. lutsenk o stated

there was also a paymen t

$ 900,00 0.00to

Rosem ont Seneca
Pa.rtners LLC for consu!t lng foes. Hunter
S1den ls a partne r in Rosemont Seneca Partne
rs LLC

along w·1th Devon Archer and the dates of
this transac tion are approx imately anywh
ere from
January to Decem ber of 2015. Accord ing
to Mr. Lutsenk o the$ 900,000 .00 invoice.
was for
services rendered for lobbyl~g by Joe·B(d
en.
The formati on of SAP and was on or about
Octobe r 2014. The formati on of SAP and
NABU was
announ ced; stating

Mr. Sholdn was not getting any results, showed
no arrests , no

against govern ment official s. The U,S. Ambas

sador Geofrey Pyatt recomm end€1d a
special body to tnvestig ate high level corrup
tlon. Ambas sador Pyatt gave a speech
on

Septem ber 25, 2015 Odessa against the
Prosecu tor Genera ls' 1Jffice. On or around
Octobe r
of 2014 a law was passed creatin g NABU
which was set up by Mr. George Kent who
was the
Deputy Chief to the Mission in Ukrain e. Mr.
Kent current ly the Deputy Assista nt Secreta
ry
Bureau

of European

Eu:-asian Affairs for the U.S. State Department.

Mr. Yuriy lutsenk O requ'es ted th~t we break
for the dgy, and that be wou!d. meet again
with
everyone tomorr ow,
End of intervie w:
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Yuriy lutsen ko Conti nued:

On January 26, 2019 Mr. Yuriv lutse
nko the curre nt Prosecutor Gene
ral of Ukraine was
present at 445 Park Ave, New York,
NY. He was prese nt to speak about
corru ption in Ukrain e
He was accompanied by Glib Zagor
iy, Gyun duz Mame dov, Lev Parnas
, Igor Fruman. Also
pres_ent were Mayo r Rudolph Giulia
ni and George Boyle.
Mr. Yuriy lutse nko stated that
in 2010 there was a system set
up that was comp rised of five
hundr ed (500} companies. This
syste m was set up in order to
remove mone y from the Ukrai
have it laund ered and then collec
ne
t the laund ered monF.y. These comp
anies were all headed by
one Chief financial Officer. Mr. Lutse
nko stated that about twenty {20)
to. forty (40) of these
cornpanies were she!! companles.
He furthe r stated that there
were twen trthre e (2.3)
companies locate d off shore, and
that two of them had approximat
ely seven billion ·dolla rs that
were.placed in.the Templeton
Fund. The "syste m" ran similar to
a pyramid scheme and all of
the b•nefrciaries were pro-Russian.
Mr. Lutsenk stated that there was
abou t one point five
billion dollars in International Bond
s inside the Ukraine which allowe
d for the recov ery of that
money.
Mr. letsen ko stated that there
was• "Blac k Book" found near
the home of a forme r Depu ty of
the Ukrslnlan Secret. Service . This
book conta ined a nst of people
who were receiving
kickbacks. He stated examples
wch as: 3 million dollars for• vote
on the state budge t by a
member of Parliament.
He stated that it wasn't an actua
l book just several piece s of paper
consisting of
approximately ten (10) to twelve (12)
pages long. The next day the U.S.
media had the story,
and a Mr. Leschenko who is mem ber
of Parlia m•nt and a journalist said
that Paul Manafort's'
name

~·s a!so ln the boof:Mf":Te1·sen~rurth

Alno'a"S"S§idor ore drs:.,-seiera! week s after erst'at~diliat'Mi-~ lesc~·\enkoancf'tnm:-:-.....the disco

very of t~s'iacksoo'k" NABU
case. At some point during his first
--;~n,d a
week in office Mr. Letsenko met with
the Ambassador Marie
Yovanovitch whereJbs..i!.~_tllm to
close
three
c•!es
inclu
dingi
~!!!:1 !:st.M r,:.!: !,~,~· The
head of NABU confirmed that'
Mr, Mani!lfort's naime w~s in
ih'e"s ack Boo ~we ver there
no signature wher e Mr. Mahafort woul
was
d have to sign for the money, There
•is bank transfer to
Mr. Manafort from Kirgizstan. NABU
a/so confirmed to the press that Mr.
M.ana
fort's name
appears in the "Black Book".
Mr. Letse;1ko who oversees SAP
and NABU canno t lnqulr e about
their _cases/investigations.
The Head of SAP is Nazar Kholo
dnitskiy and the head of NASU is Artem
Sytny k and do not like
each other and are currently at
odds with one anoth er, At an
anti-c orrup tion trainin g semina_r
Pan am Mr. !<holodnitskly asked
in
Mr. Sytny k why would you say
there is no signa ture
(Mana fort's) and ':;_~ ~k stated
ho;,ya nted Hillar y to win.

·
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Mr. Letsenko stated that Ambassador Yovanovit-h
.
NABU. Mr. Letsenk stated that NABU h
.
spends money on good public relations for
hundred (300) cases/investigations wh _as no resu ts. NABU took on approximately three
Letsenk further stated that Am bas d IC~ only re:ultedm 23 people taking plea deals. Mr.
sa or ,_ovanov,tch said she would make Sytnyk President.

I

i:nd of intervi~w:
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Shokin/Lutsenko Notes

January 23, 2019
445 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10022
Shakin:

On January 23, 2019 a telephone intervie w with
Mr. Vrktor ~hokin the former General
Prosecutor of Ukraine was conducted. Present in the
New York location were: Rudolph Giuliani,
Mr. Igor Frumari; Mr. Lev Pam as and Mr.
George Boyle. The conversation was conduc
ted
through the use of two (2) Interpre ters one
(1) in Ukraine and one (1} Lev Parnas in New
York,
The sum and Substan ce of
the convers ation are as follows:

Mr, Shokin stated that he was appoin ted to the position
of General Prosecutor of Ukraine
from 2015 until April of 2016 when· h~_was
remoye d.tthv_ !lS~•Jt of Mr, JoSll,Eh Bi den
the Vice
President of tho United St•tes. Mr. ShokTn
was a Deputy Prosecu tor prior to becomi ng the
General Prosecutor. He bac•me involve d
in a case against Mr. Mykola Zlochevsky the
former
Ministe r of Eco!ogy and Natural Resour ces
of Ukraine. The case was opened as a result
of Mr,
Zlochevsky giving himself /compa ny permit
s to drill for gas and oil in Ukraine. Mr. Zlochevsky
is
also the owner of Burisma Ho\dings, which
a corpora tion register ed in C y p r u s
.~

sta!g)jJJ:,.,t~J.ia,,:,...ar:e_,lQcu_me~_t5._~~~ive(5Jcrim
inal.ca1

es inwhi,bYsZJothevskyJs l~!~d,..
with the ~"Jain case ,balng ~or is,uing illegal g"s
expJ..~ration permits . The follow·mg compla
ints
~re in the crilTilnal c"a"se:--"~~- 1. Mr. Zlochevsky was launder ing money
2. Obtaine d asset~ by corrupt acts bribery
3. Mr. Zlochevsky remove d approx imately
twenty three million U.S. dollars out of Ukraine
without permiss ion
4. Whlte seated .is the Ministe r he approve
d two addltion entitles to receive permits for
gas explora tion
5. Mr. Zlochevsky was the owner of two recret
companies that were part of Burisma
Holdings and gave those comp a nles permits
whtch rnade it possible for him to profit
while he was

the sittlng Ministe r.

The above cases were closed after Mr. 210':!1
,;.~~a, dismissed from

the Ministry.

Mr. 5hoklh further stated that there were severa!
Buris ma board 'appoin tments were ml!d~ in
2014 as follol'Js:
1. Hunter Blden son of Vice Presid enJ.19.t~
.tli_Biden

Josept,-Blaciefmmer

2.
CIA employ .~e assigned to Anti-Te rrorist
Unit
3. A!esksander Kwasnleski former Preside
nt of Pol'.!nd
4, Devon Archer roomni ate to the Christo pher
Heinz the step-son of Mr John Kerry un·1t~d

State·ssecreffarvors~---. -,.,~. . . . ···•·"~"-:"--•·-··. ,-. .,. -.,"· · · -. --"'•. -· . ,.___ . . ---~· · · ·--.. •-'a-•....
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Mr, Shokin stated that the·se appoin tments
vvere. made by Mr. Zlochev sky in order to.
protec t
himself.
Mr, Zlcich!vsky left Ukraine white the above
mentio ned cases were open,
Mr. Shakin stated that the investigations
stoppe d out of fear of the United States.
Mr. Shokin
attemp ted to continu

e the investi gations but o r
oe or 1liy of ?OJ S tbe l L.5.
Ambess•dor Geoffre y R. Pyatt told him thattl:t.f:
.lri:..1;.2ilca(io11_b1t~:S.:J.1.c.h,moce.d:..:hlLwhit•
gfoves;wtiictiaccordingtoMr. s!)Qhlii:Jii:.i.t):..:lli,d.Q
.QJJ9tblD..;.,On or about Septem b~-~oi s
rT,;:?9aff1ava a speech
fn Odessa w.here he sta~ed that the cases
\~ere
correctly and that Mr, Shakin may be corrup
t.
/
~

1

f'}Ot

investigated

-:Ji

~

/4~
/,r.

t

Mr, Shakin stated that in 20J.4 Mr. Zlochev
sky
in ;he UK and that the twenty three million
dollars were frozen in the UK in the ·BNP
Bank.
Shokin stated that false docum ents were
prepar,id and the money was released to Msjloc
hevsky before Mr. Shakin took office. That~
release of the money made Mr, Shakin
look into the above cases again, Mr, Shaken
stated that
there were several articles wrltten about
bribes being taken during the investig ation
of the
·cases. The bribes were ,m effort tO' have
the cases dosed. O ~ a
s
di~~- ~ as th:e G~~~ ~~~,c utor o(ukra
ine. In November of 201!:i:~~E:-~~~~~~~1.<?:?~~.~--~
Y
th~O ~~cu ~~r Gene~al Yu.~..-~:J}.~!J
l?-"--

Mr. Shok!n further stated that ori Februa ry
of

20J.6 w?.lrrants were placed on the accoun
ts of
multipl i people i•n Ukr;f1ne" There were
reques ts for informa tion on Hunter
Biden to which

nothing was recelvecL it ls b~H~ved that 1,
- 1 unt.~.r ~iden ,_-e_s,lliY§a.~ s~iiilry, ~~mi mission
pl Lis 07:1e
m~~ There were nOdocuments
or informa tion 6n liunter Bidl!'r. and
.M.~,:.}i:.b~tL_
stated he was warned to stop by Ambas
sador Geoffre y R, Pvatt. Preside nt of
Ukraine
Petro
PSrost)enko tOTd Mr. Shakin nOtfo invest1iate'1lllr
i·Sma· aS~a s not in the interes t cf Joe
and/or

Hunter Bi den, Mr, Shakin was called into
Mr, Poroshenko's office and told that the
lnve?tigation into Burlsma and the Manag
ing Directo r v.,here Hunter Blden is on the
board 1 has
caused Joe B!den to ho!d up one bi!Hon
dollars in U.S. aid to Ukraine.

Mr, Shok]n stated that On or around Apdl
of 20l6 Mr. Petro Porosh enko Ca!!ed him and
told
hlm he heid to bft f\red ns the aid to the
Ukarain f! was being withhel d by Joe
8ide:n. Mr. Bi den
told Mr. Porosh enko that he had eviden
ce that Mr. Shokin was corrup t and oeeded
to be fired.
Mr. Shakin was dismissed in April of 2016
and the U.S. aid was d~livered wlthin one
and orie

half months.

On a differe nt point Mr. Shokin believe s the
current A m b a s s a d o r
~ denied
his visa to travel to the U.S. Mr. shokin
stated that she is ciose to Mr. liiden. Mr.
Shakin also
stated that there were. !eaks by a person
named Resher.!;Ci ,of the 'u'i.:r~ininn State,
secret Service
about the Manafo rt Blac11(. Book. Mr.'Sh okln
stated that there 1s possibl e deCe'it In the
Manaf:ort
Black
Book,

End ofln.ter vlew·
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January 25, 2019
445 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10022
Yurly t.utsenk o:

On January 25, 2019 Mr. Yuriy lutsenk o the current
Prosecu tor General of Ukraine was
present at 445 Park Ave, New York, NY. He
was present to speak about corrupt ion in
Ukraine.
He was accomp anied by G!ib Zagofiv, Gyundu
z Mam-edov, lev Parnas 1 Igor Fruman . A!so
present were Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and
George Boyle.
Mr. lutsenk o stated that he is current ly the Prosecu
tor General for Ukraine. He was the
Ministe r of !nterior from 2007 to 2010. He further
stated that he was placed in jail for two ·and
one half years as a polltlca l prisone r.
Mr. lutsenk o stated that his office has the followin
g units under his purview:
1.
Pollce Departm ent
2. Fiscals
3. Secret Service
4. Investigative Departm ent

Mr. Lutsenk o stated that his office has recover
ed several billion dollars and has had two
th~s~nd~,,H~b.lJ.!lgp~d thir!f~sev~n i,ie!:£i<;.t~J.Q.Gf.:.
:'.Wf:,~·ion: Mr. Lusenko '('Jent on to expi;in
that

there is a unit called Speciali?ed Anticorruption
Prosecutors Office (SAP) which has under its
purview Na.t.iO!)al Anticon~up~i~~ Bure1=1.!J Vkr~i~
{NAeur which investig ates corrupt ion cases
that involve d public figures from Mayors. upward
. He stated that the current U.S. Amtlil, ,d.,,,..
protects.SAP •nd NABU. He feels they are good
organizations but have terrible lead;,.s hip. H'15
office ha, absolut afyno control over SAP or NABU
and can't even ask what they are working on
howeve r they fail' under his ricontrot 11 •

H:f~~~r state th at he _b,:.:i_:::~~~..SaY_!_~()_EJ h9J.Lo...Lh_d:u:mtLeLo.l.e.fY
J.9c. §.~!'-'lE~

.LlI h!w..t.l.L

Mr. lutsenk o went on to say that he began
looking at the same case ML Shakin was
looking at
{mentlorn?d above) and he believes Hunter
Biden receives rnil!lons of-dollars in compen
sation
from Burlsrna, He 'produced a dotulTle nt
from Latvia that shciwed several million dollars:
that
were distributed out of Burisrna's accoun
t. The record showed two (2) compan ies and four
(4}

individu als rece'rving appfoxl mate!y sixteen
miHion dollars in disburse ments as fo!!ows
:
Compan ies;
l. Wirelog k Techno logy$ 14,665 ,982
2. Digitex
$ 1,900,0 00
Individu als:
l. Alexsander Kwasnewski $1,150 ,000
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2. Alan Apter
$ 302,8 85
3. Devon Archer Amou nt not revea
led by Latvia
4. Hunte r Biden Amou nt not
revea led by Latvia
Mf, Lutsenko feels that the total d·1sbu
rs.en1ents can as high as $100,000,000
.

IVlr. lutsen ko stated that there was
also a paym ent of$ 900,00 0.00 to
Rosemont Senec a
Partne rs UC for consu lting fees. Hunte
r Bid en is a partne r in Rosem ont
Senec a Partn ers LLC
along with Devon Archer and the
dates of this transaction are appro
ximately anyw here from
Janua ry to Decem ber of 2015. Accor
dini to Mr. Luts'enko the$ 900,000.00
invoice wa, for
services rende redfo r lobbying by Joe
Bid en.
. ...
The forn;a tion of SAP and was on
o'r abou t October 2014. The forma
tion of SAP and NABU was
publicly annou nced, statin g Mr.
Shokin was not.setting any results,
showe d

no arrest s, no
proceedings against gover nmen
t offlcla!s. The U.~. Am.bas.sad.or G@?fr
ey.Py~tt recomme;,nd!.;.g_c1 _
~pecL~b.o.m;.-t,Q...inve~ti~ete J:1!£..h_
l,~v~I CClffLJption. Am9..ll.SJ.QQ(-2:iA!
.l.,S-i:..W--.-~~"-1~
S•pteai~-l'.!,25, 2015 in Od•ss
• against the Prosecutor G•nerals'
Office . On or aroun d October
of 2014 a /aww asp,s sed creating
NABUwhich was set up by Mr:-George
Kent who was the
Deput y Chief to the Missio n in Ukrain
e, Mr. Kent is curren t!y the Deput
y Assist ant Secre tary
Burea u of Europ ean and Eurasi an
Affair s for the U.S. State Depa rtmen
t

Mr. Yutly Lutsen ko reque sted
that we break fort he day, and
that he would meet agaln with
everyone tomor row.

End of i ntervle w·:
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On January 2t<".2019 Mr, Yuriy luts€nko the current Prosecutor General of Ukraine ·was
present at 445 Park Ave, New York, NY. He was present to speak about corruption in Ukraine.
He was accompanied by Glib Zagoriy, Gyundui Marnedov, Lev Parnas, Igor Fruman. Also
present were Mayor Rudo!ph Giuliani and George Boyle.
Mr. Yuri',( Lutsenko stated that in 2010 there was a system set up that was comprised of five
hundred (500) companies. This system was set up in order to remove money from the Ukraine
have it laundered and then collecUhe ls1undered money. These companies were all headed by
one Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Lutsenko stated that about twenty (20) to forty (40) of these
companies were shell companies. He further stated that there were twenty-thr•e (23)
companies located off shore, and that two of them had approximately seven billion dol!ars that
were placed in the Templeton Fund. The "system" ran similar to a pyramid scheme and all of
the .beneficiaries were·prb-RusSian.-Mr. Lutsenk stated that there was a.bout one point five
billion dollars in tntern·ational Bonds inside the Ukraine which allowed for the recovery of that
money,

Mr. letsenko stated that there was a "Black Book" found near the home of a former Deputy of
Secret Service , This book Contained a !lst of P.eop!e who were receiving
kickbacks. He stated examples such as:-3 million dollars for a vote on the state budget by a
member of Parliament

the Ukrainian

He stated that it wasn't an actual book just several pieces of paper consisting of
apprq,;,,-;,i~•r.,n,· w.) to twelve (12) pages long. The next day the U.S. media had the ,tory,
and ~--~·r.~h~ef'wh o2!.~~1ber.!=f Pa~~-~me.~~..! ~al~~}:d th~,.!,!aul i\1an..3~~rt1
name W'-!f_ ,so in the book. Mr. LetsensoTurther stated tl'iat Mr. Lesctienko anTtFie"tJ.':.

s:

~ ~ ~ ° v l ! r a l ,;;el(S~'fter the discovery of t~sia"ck8ook" NA'au.OP~ned a

case. At some point during hls first week ln office Mr. letsenko met with the Ambassador M<!lrie

Yovanov!t~h where.l!l.~s-:kc;filr:!l.to

dos! three c~se5 including o_n:,_:?§ains ~ £ : The
head of NABU confirmed that Mr. Manafort's name was in the "s,-ck sei'olc1 however there was

no signature where Mr. Manafort would have to sign for the money, There is bank transfer to
Mr. Manafort from K_irglzstan, NABU also conf\rmed to the press that Mr. Mana-fores name

appears in the "Black Book",

Mr. Letsenko who oversees SAP and NABU cannot i0quire abOut their cases/invest'igatlons.

The Head of SAP is Nazar Khofodnitskiy and the head of NABU is Artem Sytnyk and do not like
each other and are .currently at odds wlth one another. At an anti~corruption training seminar ln
Panam Mr. Kholodnitskiy asked Mr. Sytnyk why would you say th•re is no signature..
(Mariafort'sY

ano~-:E2!:r.~Ifgf.2lJ.i.wanted Hilla rt to~.
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End of interview:
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Ukraine Pros ecut or Gene
ral Shok in's office open s
crimi nal investigation of Buris
Zloch8vs~y for alleged corru
ma Hold ings and Mykola
pt awar p of ga• expl orati
on permits and eventual lootin
Ukrainian pros ecut or gene
g of com pany , according
ral file. Hunt er Bide n ideon
to
tified as an Ame rican perso
n of inter est in the file.
Dece mbe r 16,

2014

Former depu ty national secu
rity advis er Tony Blink en
John Kerry.
confirmed by Sena te as Depu
ty Secr etary of State unde
r

Jan. 16, 2015
General Pros ecut ors office
in Ukra ine decla res Buri
Ukraine."
sma Holdings foun der Zloch
evsk

y a fugit ive "wanted in

II/larch ill, 2015
VP Biden call with President
Poro shen ko. httoa://uacu•e
mba••J."bv/readout-vice-pres
idento-call-ukrainianApril 15, 2015
VP Joe Blden speaks ln Ukra
arm of the Proaecutor Gene ine, praiaing the deci sion to ap/iolnt a ne-w head of the
ral's office
NAB U, the lnvestigatlve
·
May 26, 2015
Hunter Bid• n mee ts for brea
kfast with deputy secr etary
about Burisma proseculio
of slate Tony Blink en regar
n,
ding conc erns in Ukraine

~r:e,sl~Ql:£.~)f.Q:QQrQ}._ii!!QtPc?
l

June 12, 2015
VP Biden calls !'res iden t
Poro shen ko. https:1/ua.U'l_
!"mbassy.nov/
2r~~t9_eri

t:-r,e;(o-poroshan~o~8/

readout-vLce-presidents-csll-u
kraini.n•

July 15, 2015
VP Bidon and Com merc e
Secr etary Pritzker atten d
firs! ever
IJt:m~J~.usch.fLmber.comlfir
!::!t-~nrual~u~~u~~ln.e-bu~lne, US-U krain e Chamber of Busi ness meeting.
:,i;~forurn
July 24, 2015
VP Biden calls President
Poroahen
~t!Pl> ://L@.Us&mt;,s9s.'/. [ov/r eado ko, raises conc erns about anti-corruption efforts in Ukra
ine.
ut-vi ce-;; rnsid ents -call- ukra
inian -nss idsQ t•P"t ro-oo rosh
enko -1 0/
Aug. 16, 2015
Devon Arch er throw s a $10,
000 a plate fund -rais er in
New York forth e Seed Glob
Secretary of State Kerry's
al Hea!th char ity founded
daughter, Dr. Vane ssa Kerr
by
y.
Aug. 28, 2015
VP Btden calls President Poro
shenko h.ttoi:IIUS:J!.~.r:nbas
l?·v~oov(ra.adout-yic;.~-1>ras!tje
l!r~!J!Jgnt:~!rn.~29I.9t!J.§n~9.:Qfi??.:t~l
n1s-cal!.:qkralnian~

Sept. 29, 2015
VP Biden meets with Pres
ident

Poro
!?lQ..~.n~~m~~!iDltll~£run(~m-1-:r~~i shenko in Ukra ine. httos:/1ua.usembas,r,.c;ov/readout-v
Lce-qesidentdeok~atro:;~or9~h~nf<o/
Nov, 5, 2015

8iden' calls President Poroshen
gcetiden(-ccotrocooroshenko-1 ko. httos:/lu9.u.~~nWg_s~v.:-t19v/re~tjqut-vk;e-r:;rn~id
.~Qt:bL~DS-G.all:u~m~lpiel".!~
.1 Q5·1 ~/
Dec. 7, 2015

; '&~ ~f( E{1 ·\q° S
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VP Biden meets with President Poros
l1enko and demands the termination
of Ukrain e's General Prose cutor
Shoki n. 8iden states the president
must make "hard decisions" to elimin
ate "the cancer of corruption" in his
count ry: ~J\,rn;l/ua._usembes•y,go
vire1n
arke-v
i9e-nre
8ident
•ioe-biden-1Jkrainian:Joresid.~0,1::l)!lt
Q,~!ate~•1-.meetlng/
1Q-ooroshenkoDec, 9, 2015
Hunte r Biden and busin ess partne
r Devon Arche r meet at State Depar
prosecu!ion.
tment regard ing Burism a Holdin
gs

Feb. 11, 18, 19, 20Hl
VP Biden hold, series of phone calls
Presi dent Poroshenko to check
on status of pendin g items from
o..cember 2015 meeting. Removal ofwith
their
gener al prose cutor raised ogain.
httpa:l/ui1.u•embass:,:.polfireadout-vic
filfillilll'nt:l?.idpna-calls:i:,ri m1t-minister
e-ar~enfy-yajsenyuk:cm•ident-:,etrc-=2
Q.roshenko-ukraine-02 ~ 9161
March 16, 2016
I. Assistant Secretary of Stale Victor
ia Nulan d dema nds Ukrain e "~ppo
int Md confir m a new, dean
Prosecutor General, who is comm itted
to rebuil ding.t ho integrity of the
POO, and investigate, indict and
succe •sfully prosecute corrup tion
and a,set recov ery cases - includ
ing
lockin
g up dirty personnel the PGO
ltself.1~ She offers no proof that specia
l prosecutor~ s office

~f9ro1&!.~.Q.-·~1.e1;r$:--nl.0jdan:-rcyoh.1t~o
11.-ru:!5iau-in:va:sion/

in

is coffUJJL allQ.s:/hutuse111.ba3sy.cr:oy/ukr
ajoJan.-

March 22, 2016
VP Joe Biden _engages in phone call
from Wash ington DC witl1 Ukrain
ian praoid ent Poroshenko about
loan guarantees. It is believ ed in
U.S.
this call that Biden renews his deman
ds that the presid ent fire Prose cutor
Gene ral Shokin, who is overseeing
the Burism a prosecution, but this
fime Biden warns Ukrain e risk losing
next $1 biliion in U.S. loan guara
the
ntees. h(tP_s://ua.usembass\·.ao
vlieadout-vice-ore~ident-bidens-callcP
.Qtlf:_o~pqro~i)enjrnMukral@:0322"'t6/
f8SidentMar~ h 29, 2016
Ukrai ne perfiamant /ires Prose cutor
Gene ral Shaki n at urging of Presid
ent Poros henko .
bttpJ:~:/L~,n..:::Jlmes co fl}/20·t §10~3
Q/worfd/euro ~,e/p£!litif,8l-st:1bilih'.:-.fn-tb
ll[Q!eecutor.html
~-balarit;e-as-ukr-ii11.&~ou&ts-tos>

March 31, 2016
VP Joe Bidon arnves in Ukrain e
and announces $1 billion in loan
guarantees, endin g ihreai to withho
force Ukraine into debt default. and
ld aid and
also delive rs $239 million more
in promised aid.
ht!nafiu~.ueemb~s~•:.!~ov/r.e~doukyice

April 14, 2016

:-or~sictent-·bi~e11~-.rneetin~-m13sJd
ent-petro-oorost}-enko-µfiraine-Q3qJJ
6/

VP Bfden cal!s President Poroshenko
and "stressec! the urgency of putting
in place a new Prosecutor Gener
who would bol_ster the agency•~ anti-co
al
rruption effort s. h!1\li://µJ\,J!~~m.~n5~.Y
",tLQYLr~tdQ.ut::.v@::DE.~itlei:i!:bi_9_e.fil:.
~~Jl~.pre.,id~n1:-;ct(O-\~Qll)Shenko-~1k.rai
n~~o4_141 (,f
Mey 12, 2016
Yurii Lutsenko named lha new Prose
cutor Gene ral of Ukraine, taking
Holdin gs.
over invest igation s that include Surism
a
'

May 27, 2016
VP Biden holds phone call with Presid
ent Poroshenko. tl\U>s· iil,J.,: semb
~ov/r en.Qu ):Vic! l:))res idenlPl.Qens-s::.~!.b.Iill!iide.ot-petr:?:i)orqshf![
"lkO-Ukra ine~05 2 716/

June 1S, 2016
The Ukr;lnlan inveatigativ~ bureau
NABU annou nces it ha$ uncov ered
a massi ve fraud schem e involving
Barisr na Holdings. b:ttP~/J~.,::::rayqa
.co01.u;;i/e,nq/new~i20i8/09/1!:-/7111
682J
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June 16, 2016
New Ukr■ini~n prim e minia
torVo lodym yr Groy sman
meet s in Wash inggo n DC
Secretary-of State Victoria
with VP Joe Bide n, Assistant
Nula nd and a repre senta tive
of George Soros team.
Aug. 12, 2016
Phon e call belw een VP Biden
and Pres ident Poro shen ko
Sept. 20, 2016
VP Bidon meet s President
Pofo shen ko on sidel ines <>f
UN rneetinQ. Conf irms $1
been made, ~u~. u~em ~.e~ ~v.o
billion in loan guar antee s has
ov/re ~d<? t-1t- ,~de n1~b
Y1<rafne[
icter is~m e~e! )icfe nH?~
tro.. ::Q.Q £_o§ henk o-

Sept. 20, 2016
Gener•! Prosecutor's office elimi
case, ending his status as a fugitinate s "wanted'' status of Burisma Hold ings foun der Zlochevsl<
ve.
y in criminal
Nov. 2, 2016
Prosec_utor General'• office in
Ukra ine close s down Buris
ma Holdings inves tigati on
without any formal charges
N·ov. 8, 2016
Dona ld Trump .wins election
to beco me 45" presi dent
of United States, endi ng eight
years of Dem ocra tic

control of the 'Nhite House.
Dec. 15, 2016

VP 9idsn holds phon e cafl
with Ukra ine presi dent and'
prime

minister, praise• work of NASU
general'! office say9 refuSed
to investigate Burisma agg~
, whic h prooecutor
es~ively. hftp~:/Ju~.ullem

Q.r!!.§.i.<i,rnt•tlioan•-c•1Ls

-,:resioonl-ukraine•Q~◊•·t1oro

tiAAsy.9ovir&adout~vlceM
sn"nk"o-witna-rniflieisr-ukrai
h1Hc@!;lym

,r:grovl/m1'n/ ·
Jan. 17-1 8, 2017
8idEw1 makes ffnill appearanc
e in Ukra ine with Pres ident Poros
henko, !i!!QsJfua.ufaelJ)banv.
prafi ld~n t:lqe ¥bid eriM IPi81
.J1..oV/remarks~vlc8•·
•o~.! 3e:'! :-ava ilabf il1Y: LLk~
Pf§S ½L~J r~os henk o/
Jan. 2!!, 2018

Form er VP Bide n boasts at
Council of Fore ign Rela tions
even ts in Was hingt on DC
Ukrainian presi dent to fire the
that i1e stron g arme d
Gene ,al Prosecutor, uslng
Joan guarantees as leverage.
son's company was Lmder
Does not mention h\s
investigation.
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Inve stiga tion

-Fwr uary 2014 .

. ,;p •.1oe Biden named by Pres ident

Obama to be U.S. point man
Viktor Yanukovych. Yanu kovy
on Ukra inian crisis. Meet s
with President
ch ousted as pres iden t durin
g Maid en uprising.
Marc h 2014
New Ukrainian elections set
for May and Petro Poro shen
ko emer ges a·s top Western-f
presi dent.
riendly candidate for

April 2014:
Devo n Archer, business partn
er of Hunter Bide n, son of
!he VP, and John Heinz', step
name d an independent direc
Mn of Secretary Kerry, is
tor of Buri• rn" Hold ing!. htlps
:/tw,, ,,w.re sumo nk.co m/kV
YKE 5Ctt& Pt•E JLGW]Y9

April 18, 2014:

Britain's S&rious Fraud Offic
e freez es $23 millio n in asse
ts kept in London by Burisma
founder, Mykola Zloch evsk y,
Hold ings and ils
on grounda it was fraud ulent
ly trans ferre d from Ukraine.
April 24, 2014:
Joe Bide n meets with cand
idate Poroshenko for the firs!
time. h.\h,i>Jl!!!!>!!l,.2-Q'l'fti_~
voMcs£2,01411)4/oetro:Qorosh
l'(~:Jl!ll!:
enko-interyLew-ukcaini~n-pres
.
identia):candidate-discus•e
9:kuti.n-the•west-and-

yg~lf1eJll[n! .
May 13, 2014

Hunt er Siden appointed chie
f J;awyet. and boar d mem ber
for Ul<faine's large st nalur
Hold ing•. which i• run by Myko
al gas comp any Burisma
la Zlochevsky, ·a form er Cabin
et offici al for ousted presi dent
~//www.cnbc.com/20.14/051
12.'bideno-son::;oins:.uk[aine-m
Yanukovych
is-co111!l.an.\'s•b-0ard-of-dire
ct0J~.htrnl

May 20, 2014

David Leiter, lotm er chief of
staff to John Kerry , hired as
DC lobby ist for Burisma Holdings,
recor ds show. The firm is paid
Sena
$90,000 in 2014 to lobby Cong
ree:_ and the Stale Depa rtme ns te lobbying ·
~tlQ!Jtw.llw.0Ntn•ecrets.or9-"lo
·,·0u.v
bb•,/chent
May 2~, 2014
Poro •hen ko wins !he Ukra
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OUT LIN E
(3/28/19)

2010-2014.
Mykola Zloc hev sky was a high rC, ' .....
.
the pro- Rus sian Ukr aini an Gover:
Yanukovych was, and had bee n, ',\.
<
company man y valu able gas expt- · ·
•.. : ; ·•.· <,
<_
The core com pan y is call ed BURt.;;_,&,AT
·1bi.i.'.tlr-iGcr

>'.

·

LTD.

Feb. 201 4.
President Oba ma nam es VP Joe Bide
n the poin t
man for Ukrainian crisis.
Feb. 201 4.
Revolution of Dign ity take s plac e and
Pre side nt
Yanukovych and his gov ern men t are
ousted.
Yanukovych and Zloc hev sky flee ultim
atel y to
Russia. They also had bee n taki ng billio
ns of doll ars
out of Ukraine and using ban ks all ove
rthe wor ld for
laundering including at leas t one prom
inen t US
financia1 institution. The amo unt invo
lving US.is said
to be $7 billion.

April, May 2014
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OU TL INE
(3/ 28/ 19)
2010~2014.
Mykola Zlochevsky was a high
ranking Min iste r in
the pro~Russian Uk rain ian Go
vernment of Vlk tor
Yanukovych was, and had bee
n, granting his
company ma ny val uab le gas
exploration per mit s.
The core company is cal led BU
RIS MA HO LD ING S
LTD.
Feb. 2014.
President Obama nam es VP
Joe Biden the po int
man for Ukrainian crisis.

Feb. 2014.
Revolution of Dignity tak es pla
ce and Pre sid ent
Yanukovych and his gov ern me
nt are ousted.
Yanukovych and Zlo che vsk y flee
ultimately to
Russia. They also had bee n tak
ing billions of dollars
out of Ukraine and using ban
ks all ove rth e wo rld for
laundering including at lea sto
ne· pro min ent US
financial institution. Th e am oun
t involving US is said
to be $7 billion.
April, May 201 4
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Zlochevsky place s Hunter Biden, son of then VP Joe
Biden and Hunte r Archer, his partner and former
aide to then Secre tary of State John Kerry on the
Board of BURIS MA. Their third partner in Rosemont
Seneca Capital is John Heinz, stepson of Kerry.
Neither has any exper ience with natural gas
exploration.Witnesses and documents indicate
Zlochevsky hired them to influence the Obama
government and in particular VP Biden.
May 25, 2014.
Petro Poroshenko elected President of Ukraine.
Aug. 20, 2014.
Prosecutor General Viktor Shokin opens criminal
investigation of BURISMA and Hunter Biden
identified as a person of interest in the investigation.

Jan. 2015.
Zlochevsky named a fugitive by Ukraine
government. H. Biden and Arche r remain on Board
of this company despite obvious evidence of
-substantial corruption.
May 26, 2015.
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H. Biden mee ts for brea kfast with Depu ty Secreta1y
of State Tony Blink en regar ding conc erns abou t
BURISMA.
Dec 7, 2015 .
VP Biden tells Poro shen ko that he must dism iss
Prosecutor Gene ral Vikto r Shokin alleg edly for
unspecified corru ption . Uncl ear whet her they
discuss that VP Bide n's son is now a major figur e
in
BUR ISMA and deep ly invol ved in the investigation
.
Dec. 9, 2015 .
H.Biden and Arch er mee t at State regarding
BURISMA.
Feb. 11, 18, 19, 20·16.
VP Biden and Poro shen ko talk on phone inclu ding
on subje ct of remo ving Pros ecuto r General who is
investigating VP Bide n's son.
Mar. 22, 2016 .
VP Biden threa tens Poro shen ko with not recei ving
the much need ed next $'1 billion loan guar antee
unless he remo ves the Pros ecuto r General. If the
ioan guar antee were not exec uted Ukraine woul d
go
into loan defau lt.
Mar. 29, 2016 .
('/l!Jlf~!f(§R . ),Oj'S. Department of State
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Ukraine Parliament fires Prosecutor General Shokin.
Mar. 31, 2016.
VP Biden arrives in Ukraine announces $1 billion
loan guarantee.
April 14, 2016.
VP Biden calls Poroshenko and discusses
appointment of a new Prosecutor General.
Mar. 12, 2016.
Yuriy Lutsenko named
new Prosecutor General.
Lutsenko was a hero of Ukraine for having spent
1/2 years in prison during the pro~Russian
Yanukovych government.

as

Mar. 2016.
VP Biden praises the appointment of Lutsenko.
Mar. April 2016.
Prosecutor General Lutsenko meets with US
Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch. Yovanovitch tells
Lutsenko that he must drop investigation of
individuals and institutions. The list includes an
organization run by George Soros. Lutsenko is
aware that Yovanovitch is very close to Biden and
Soros.
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June 15, 2016.
Ukrainian law enforcement agency announces it has
uncovered a massive fraud scheme involving
Biden's company BURISMA.
June 15, 2016.
Ukrainian PM Volodymr Groysman meets with VP
Biden, Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nu land
and a representative of George Soros.
Nov. 2, 2016.
Prosecutor General's Office announces closing of
BURISMAca se.
Jan. 17-19, 2016.
VP Biden makes his last of 9 to 13 visits to Ukraine.
Jan. 25, 2016.
Joe Biden addresses the Council on Foreign
Relations in DC and brags about strong arming
President Poroshenko to remove Prosecutor
General. BIDEN FAILS TO MENTION THAT HIS
SON WAS A MAJOR FIGURE IN BURISMA'S
FRAUD, which was at that time under investigation
by Prosecutor General Shakin.
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As Russia collusion fades* Ukr<
plot to help Clinton emerges
tY JOHH tOlOWON, 0;1•10N OONTtllUJO,C- 01/1:0f1t 01,tO PN l!OT
THI VllWI 0:"11.ll!Jl.0 IY CONUIIIJTOJl:I AAl THllllt OWM .'.ND MOi THI lo'llW OP Ttll HILL

Just In •.•

63,947 '"""

P•n•I di.wounion:
Extortion ohugea
egeini;t Mioh1el

Av•n1tti
•~-2M10SAGO

Mid di• EHt ■ naly1t Neri

Zilbor diaouasH us..
l1ra•I r•l1tion1hip
-3MS!ISAGO

Journtliat Glenn

Oreanwald di1cu11•1
effort. to mike Mueller

r•port publio ·
'-5M::ISSAGO

Pelosi prH1e1 D•m• to
foout on agand11 poetMueller

After nearly thrae yi,u1 and millions of tax dollars, the Trump-Russi.a
collueion probe: 1s about to be re ■olved. Emerging in its pl.ace is newly
unearthed evidence suggesting another foreign effort to influence the
2016 election - this time, ln favor o_f the Democrats.

,_, -10M9SAGO

Trump official•
indefinit♦ ly d•t1ining
PalHtinian who 1erved

prif1on Hnt1nc•: report
:-12.MSSAGO

Ukraine's top prosecutor diVutged in an interview aired Wednesday
on Hill.TV that he has opened an investigation into whether his country's
law enforoe:ment appeiretu, intentionally leaked financial records during
the2016 U.S. presidential campaign about then-Trump campaign
chairman Peul Manafort in an effort to sway the election in favpr of

~illery cli.f'liOn. - -·· -· ·· ·

GOP lawmaker Mark
Walk.er talk• Mueller

The leak of the so~called b!ack ledger files to U,S, media prompted
Manafort's reslgnatlon from the Trump campaign and gave rise to -one of

report tall_out

the key allegations ln the Russia collusion probe that has dogged Trump
fort he last two and a half years.

s

, ,

-1SM2SSAGO

Wall Street bonuses fall
17 percent ln 2018
; -13M 51$ AGO

Ukraine Prosecutor General Yurli Lutsenko's probe was prompted by a
Ukrainian padi.amentarlan's release of a tape recording purporting to
quote a top law enforcement official as saying his agency leaked the

Manafort financial records to help CHnton's campaign.
Krystal Ball: Trump-

Ruuia controv•r•v

won't end until th• fu11
Muell•r report i•

r!l•,n~d

The p1rliamentai-l.an also secured a co1;n.t ryli.ns:il that the leak amounted
to "an illeg1I intrusion Into th• American election campaign," lutsenko
told me. Lut1-enk:o eaid the tape recording is a serious enough allegation
to warrant opening a probe, and one of his concerns is that the Ukrainian
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law e~orcem ent agency involved hod frequent contact
with th• Obema
administration's U.S. Emb111y in Kiev at the time.
View latest Opinions>->
"Today we wm launch a criminal investigation about this
and we will give
legal assessme nt of this information," lutsenko told
me.

UNCLA &~~il=6 " U. · 8ep

Lut1enko1 befor• h•6omin g proeeout or general. w111

Related News

mejor aotivi1t

egain1t Ruuia'a influence in hi• country Curing
the: tenure of Mo1oow~
allied former Pra1ideht Vik.tor Yanukovych. He
bao1m1 chief proa"cut or in
2018 ea part of enti-corr uption r•form1 institut•d by
current Prtta:Ident
Petro Porosheriko, an ally of the U.S. and We.stem
countries .
llY

·1 f!>

Unlike th0 breathless start £0 the Russia collusiofl•anegatio

politician$ and news media alike declared ,a Watergat

ns - In which

EHized crisis before

the evidence was fufi'y investiga ted -the Ukraine
revelations deserve to

be investiga ted before being a?cepted ,

Al1n Deran.,w,b: )n
dofonao oH'.:~.tilN.,.

After ell, Ukraine it dogged by rampant corruptio n.
tt i11 frequent
ot Ru11i•n Prooident Vledimir Putin'a dirty trlob. And it ie • countrytarget
that,
Ju•~·l~J(r••~, t~~~~• Jo1.1rntliat'1 de:11:11 for on• day, reportedl
y to

thwart an

aa~••i"illlon i,lot ·

l!Ut tha •hial l)rQHC\ll

or, a m•mber of plirli•m• nt and• court •••mingl y
h41(8f:1Jt~UO,.:~~rt~to 'w•rr1nt~er!ou1. ■crµtiny
of their 1llegetio n1 and 1n

•neiv,,ll'°lthe.audiot\lpo.

t!••

7 Big Rouont Yt>u

'

f\lrllo•rmor.,
lltyatory of how tho Mar>af<>n blH~ ladgor fit•• got
fe•k•d to Allttritt•n tn•di• hn n~v•r b1li11 •olvod. Th•v
aurfaeed two YH,.

Should S~itoh To...
lllltil'ltor1dl•_pfMI:__'

••~• the ~Bl in~ltfq lt,d M~n~ftitt QVflrfl!• U~r•irt~
bu1in11a 1otiVitiH but
tf•oOntd to mow totward ln ®14 for lock ·01 evidtooo .

New York pro1fr6utora
throw out Ca~1tiiqt1on...

We now hava 1trono ••iderioot th•t "'tiro,,;i llritich •PJ
Chrietophor Stoel•
began.hi • queat 11'.I ~ u4tmatetyl,eoaroe ~1'& tntamou1
Rutsti• collusion
do~«i&r .with •.$erie.:&t-Oonvef"aatiol'la wJth topJuati
ce 01partm ent official

Bruce Ohr between Decembe r 2015 and February
2016 about securing
evidence asalnst Manafor t.

We know the FB1 set up shop in the u,s. embassy in Kiev

to assist its

Uk:raine-Mlnl!lfort ~nquiry - e common prsctice
on foreign~bated probea

- while uaing Steefe 111 an informent ~t the start of
its Russia probe. And

Biden-Ab rams ticket

would be a genius.. ,

we know Clinton'• campaig n wn_ Uting a law
firm to pay an oppositio n
rea&aroh ftrm for Steele'S work in ■ n effort to 1top
Trump from winning the
pr••ideno y, et the 11me tim4it Stt•I• wa, aiding the
FBL
Those intersect ions, coupled with the new alfegation
s by Ukraine's top
prosecutor, are reason enough to warrant a.serious
, thorough

investigation.

if Ukraine l•w ariforcem ent flgurt,1 who work•d frequentl

y with the U.S.

Embe11y did leak th• Manafort documen t• in an effort
to influeno • the
American election for Clinton, the public deserves
to know who knew
what, and when.

lutsenko'S interview with HHIJV ~•i•e• another troubling
dynamic: The
U.S.

Emb111v and th• chief Ukr1ihi1n proteout or, who
America entrusts
with fighting corruptio n inSide an aUied country,
currently have a

dy1function1I relel:ionahip,

In our interview , Lutsenko accused the Obama-e
ra U.S. Embassy in 2016 of
fnterferln g in Ms ability to prosecut e corruptio
n cases, saying the U.S,

ambuHdor gave him• list of defendan ts that he would
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pursue and then refused to cooperate ln: an early investigation into the
alleged misappropriation of U,S. aid in Ukraine.
lutsenko provided me with a letter from the e.mbassy, supporting part of
his story by showl!1g that a U.S. official did in fact ask him to stand down
on the misappropriation-of-funds case. "We are gravely concerned about
this investigation for which we see no basis," an embassy official named
George Ken.t wrote to the prosecutor~s officie.

I
.

.

Show me more ahoJJt th!stopk:,,,

The State Department o.n Wedne,day isaued • statement declaring that it
no longer financiaily supports Lut1enko'• office in its antl~
corruption ml~sion and considers his allegation about the do•not~
prosecute list "an outright fabrication."
My reporting, however, indicates Lutsenko isn't the only person
oompl1ining about the U.S. Embassy in Kiev.
last year, when he served as House Rules Committee chairman, Rep.
Pete Senion, {R~Texaa) wrot• ii, private letter asking Secretary of qtete
Mika ..Porrip8o to recall the current U.S. ambassador, alleging thet &he

inade digparaging statements about Presldent T~urr:ip,

,:,:f:(Jilf~P~fl·f!S, Department of State
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Showrnemore,;boutthls topk,,,

Tho amb..tador.·mia apokan priv•toly and iepoatadly about her di1d•in
fot the c~rrent •drnil\illration in a way that might oall for the expul1ion· of

Ameri~e\,foP diPlornat in Utt•iri•. S•a•ton■·.~roto.

Suoh d)ttfl.motion ~oe1 not benefit elth1roountry, e•ptdally when Russia
is lufking: around th111 corner, hop'ing to reg1in it1.influence in the former
Soviet rep·ublic.
Investigating what's going on in the U,S. Embassy ln Kiev, and whether
elements in Ukraine tritd to Influence the" 2016 U.S. election to he!p

Cfinton, are euenti ■ I 1tept to rebooting e key relationship.

John Solomon it an award-winning im"f!tttigativa journtfitt whose work over
the years has exposed U.S. and FB~ int•lligence faUure, before the Sept.
11 attacks, federal scientist$" misuse of foster children and veterans in
drug
experiments, end num•roua 01H• of political corruption. He serves as an
inveiatig1tive column1at and M•~utiv. vice prHkUmt for video et The Hill.
TAGS HllLARYCLlNTON PAU!.MANAi:'ORT f>Ei£S.ESSION$ DONAWTRUM#
MlK!POMPEO
UKRAINE ~USS!A 2016PR£StOENTtA l.ElECTlON
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l'op Ukrai nian justic e offici al says US
amba ssado r gave him a do not prosec

----list

that
Ukrcl!nlan Pr.01t1outor Oener&I Yuriy ,Lutienko tOld HH!JV's Johf1 So1omon in 1n interyiew
not
aired W&drletd&y that U,$. Amb'.ae~tdor to Ukfein& M.e.ri& Yovenovitah ~eve hlm a m
prosecute list during their first mecetlng,
gave
"Unfortunatety, from the first m~eting with the U.S. :ambassador ln Kiev, [YovanovltchJ
post in 2016, told
i:ne a !ls·t of people whom we ehould not prosecute," Lutsenko, who took his

-HilLTV last week.
nor
"My response of that Is it ls inadmissible, Nobody in this- country, neither our president
is a crime/'
our par!!ament nor our ambassador, wlll stop ma from pro1ecutfng wh&ther there
he continued.
list, "an
The State Department called Lutsenko's claim of receiving a do not prosecute

-outright fabrication."
"The
"We have seen reports of the allegations," a department spokesperson told HHJJV.

Unlted States is not currently providing any assistance to the Prosecutor General's Office

including in
(PGO), but did previously attempt to 1upport fundamental justice sector reform,
the PGO, in the aftermath of the 2014 Ravolution of Dignity. When the political will for
our
genuine reform by successive Prosecutors General proved lacking, we exercised
fiduciary responsibility to the American taxpayer and redirected assistance to more
productive projecte-."
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g to noarly $-4 million that the

w,,

U.S. Embat1y in Ukraine
1upp,o,1 d to all001t1 to hi1 offic., aayfng that •th•
1itu1tio_n wilt
rathtr 1trang•• and pointing to the fact th•t the funtl•
were d11lgn1tad, but •never
11toeivad.•
■ o(ually

·
'Al that time ... hod. OHO for th• embezzlement of th•
us.
government ttohnioll
as:sistanqe worth~ mimon U.S. doifars, and ;0 that
ntg■f:d, W• had thit dialogU■ ;" he't■id. •At

that tim•~ {Yaitanovitch] thought that our interview
, of Ukrainial'l oitian,. of Ukrainian oivil

servants, who were frequent visitors of the l/.S. Embassy

corruptio n policy."

put a shadow on that antl•

"Actually, w• got th• lotter from the U.S. Emb■11y, from
tho ■mb11Hdor, th1t the money th1t
we are apaaking 1bout [w11) under full control of tho U.S.
Emb-,asy, 1nd th1t the IJ.S.
El11baaay did not r,oquire our Jogol :oa1111111ent. of thfoot1," lu1 oli,!. ~Th• 1it111tion woo
■otually ttthor itrong, t,eo1u11 th, tu0d1
ar,o talking about w,r, irotli1n1tod lot th•
proaooutor g1n1ratt offi9• ·•f•o and wa tofd {th•mJ .,. h•"'*
never HOn tho••· end th• U.S.
Emb..,y_ topliod tbore w11·no problem.•

wii

"The por!IO!t of iha fund• namely 4.-4C milll<>n U.S. dolltrt
wor1 d_.iqn1t1d and w•r• for,o11on
forth• ,_cfpl_,t Pro.looutor Oonor11'1 olfioo. But we how
noYlr reoeh'ed it,' ho Hid,
Yovanovitoh pr,oYio1t1ly Hr.,.d a• tho U.S. 1mb11Hdor to
Artr\lni• undar ,former pr11idoni.
qbll'l!■ ancl Georgi W. .Buah,.11 will u 1mb&111
dor to Kyrgµaton under Buth. !!h• 1110

••tt•? 1tl'~ritb11:1ad?r,~o Uk~fn• under Obam•.

·

Former Rep: Pat• Salllon1 (R·Taxaa), who WH at tho time
HoUH Rules Committee chairman,
voic~'oonOerM abOUt'YoVanovitoh'in•• letter to tho
Stat• O,pirtm1Rt lllt you in wh1oh h•
Hld'ha h~d pioof tho amb1t11d~r had 1pok1n of hor 'ditdtln"
for tho Trump 1dmini1traticin.
-Hr1l1YSi&II.

~dl.,tod••t 11,01 o.m.
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Senio••· Ukrainian official says he's ope

probe into US election interferer,ce

Ukrainian Prosecutor Gener'a! Yuriy Lutsenko told HHLTV's Johri Solomon in

en interview aired

on Wednesday that he has opened a probe into ai!eged attempts by Ukrainians to·lnterfere in
the 2016 U.S. presidential election.
"Today we wi!l l!unoh a criminal investigation about this and we will glve legal assessment

of this in.formation," Lutsenko said last week.
Lutsenko ls probing a dalm fr'om a member of the Ukrainian parliament that the director of
the National Anti·Cc;muption Bureau" of Ukraine (NABU), Artem Sytnyk, attempted to
!nf!uence the 2016 vote to the benefit of Democratic presidential nominee HilJ.ary Cllnton,

A State Department spokesman told Hill.TV that offlcials are aware of news reports
r'egarding Sytnyk.
"We have always emphasized the need for deep, comprehensive, and timely reforme that

respond to the demands the Ukrainian people made during the Revolution of Dignity: .an end
to systemic corruption, foster economic growth, and a European future for aH Ukrainians," a
State spokesperson told HHLTV.
'We have consistently said that Ukraine's long-term success and resilience depends on its
commitment to reform, in particular the fight to address corruption. To succeed, Ukralne
needs committed government officials and strong ant!~corruption institutions. The United

States is committed to engaging w1th our partners in Ukraine, including on efforts to- roll
back the persistent corruption that continues to threaten Ukraine's national security,
pro,•perity, and democratic development."
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NAB 1J ~~!_ment on Friday, calling Lutsenko's comments "not true and is an .absurd

effort to discredit 1n indepsndent enti~corruption agency."
Hl!LTV has also reached out to the U.S, Embassy in Ukraine and Clinton's spokesperson for

comment.
"According to the member of puliament of Ukraine, he got the court decision tMat the NABU
official conducted 10 ilt\'tgel in'trusion into the Affierlcan election campaign," Lutsenko said.
''H m~af\S- t~•t w,e,thi,nk Mr. Syt_nyk, the NABU director-, officially talked about crimi.nal
inve1tl~ati:on,wi\h M,. [PauJ] Man-efort, an<l 1t the same time, Mr. Sytnyk stressed thet in such
a WiY, ha W1~tld to auiit the campaign of Ms., Clinton," he continued.

Solomon asked tutsenko about reports that a member of Ukraine's parliament obtained a
tape of the current head of th~ NABU saying that he was attempting to help Clinton win the

2016 presidential election, as well as connec1Jons that helped release the b!ack~ledger flies
that exposed Trump campaign chairman Paul ~anafort's wrongdoing in Ukraine.
"This member of parliament even. attached the ?Udlo tape where several men, one of whlch
had a vo!Ce similar to th'e voice of Mr. Sytnyk, discussed the matteL"

-Hill.TV Staff
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Sent from ProtonMail Mobile

~~---n-• Forwerded

mesMge ~~~~-----

From: John Solomon<;on11~!UJOfQonn1aQ1ah-c.l..o_:-n>
Date: On Tue, M•r 26, 2019 at 12:52 PM

Subject: Fwd: Outiine of Soros reporting, including embedded documents
To: Lev Parnes <l;:>amas ~Q1~9i- µ~ody.Q§L~&Q:J:t>,Victorie Toensing
d!Genova <jd;p'd;ggnm1gt.:i~n•;ria,;orri>

<:iliti!Jen,:,va:00.ns;r1;:&Q.!,0>,Joe

Cc:
US embassy pressed Ukraine !o drop probe of George Soros group during 2016 election
By John Solomon
While the 2016 presidential election was raging in America, Ukrainian prosecutors ran into some
unexpectedly strong headwinds as they pursued an investigation into the activities of a nonprofit in
their homeland known as the Anti-Corruption Action Centre (AntAC).
The focus on An!AC -- whose youthful street activists famously wore "Ukraine F*&k Corruption"!·
shirts·- was part of a larger probe by Ukraine's Prosecutor General's office into whether $4.4
million in U.S. funds !o fight corruption inside the former Sovie! republic had been improperly
diverted,
The prosecutors would soon learn !he resistance they were facing was blowing directly from the
U.S. embassy in Kiev, where the Obama administrafion took the rare step of trying to press the
Ukrainian government to, back off its investigation of both !he U.S. aid and the group,
"The investigation into the Anti-Corruption Action Center (sic), based on the assistance they have
received from us, is similarly misplaced," then-U.S. embassy Charged' Affaires George Kent wrote
the wosecutor'.!LOfflce in AP,nl,2016 that also argued U,S. officials had no concerns about how the
U.S, aide had been spent
At the time, the nation's Prosecutor General had just been fired under pressure from the United
States, and a permanent replacement had not yet been named.
A few months later, Yurii Lutsenko, widely regarded as a hero in the West for spending two years in
prison after fighting Russian aggression in his country, was named the new prosecutor general and
invited to meet the new U,S, Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch,
Lu!senko told me he was stunned when the ambassador "gave me a list of people whom we should
not prosecute." The list included a founder of the AntAC group as weil as two members of
Parliament who vocally supported the group's anti-corruption reform agenda, according lo a source
directiy familiar with the meeting.
It turns out the group that Ukrainian law enforcement was probing was being co-funded both by the
Obama administration and the liberal megadonor George Soros. And it was collaborating with the
very FBI agents investigating then-Trump campaign manager Paul Manafort's business activities
with pro-Russian figures in Ukraine.
The implied message to Ukraine's prosecutors was clear: Don't target An!AC in the middle of an
America presidential election where Soros was backing Hillary Clinton to succeed another Sorosfavorite, Barack Obama, Ukrainian officials said.
"We ran right into a buzzsaw, and we got bloodied," a senior Ukrainian official told me.
Lutsenko suggested the embassy applied pressure because it did not want Americans to see who
wa~ being funded with its tax dollars. "At the time Ms, Ambassador thought our interviews of the
Department of State Case No. F-2019-06331 Doc, No. C06852069 Date: 11/22/2019
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Ukrainian citizens, of the Ukrainian civil servants who were frequent visitors in the U.S. embassy,
could cast a shadow on that anti-corruption policy," he said.
they
State officials told me privately they wanted Ukraine prosecutors to beck off AntAC because
feared !he investigation was simply retribution for the group's high-profile efforts to force
anticorruption reforms inside Ukraine, some ol which took authorities end prestige from the
Prosecutor General's office.
But at the same time, the officials acknowledged, it was an unusual intervention. "We're· not
it
normally in the business of telling a country's police force who they can 11nd can't pursue, unless
involves an American citizen we think is wrnngly accused," one Official said.
In the end, no action was taken against AntAC and it remalns thriving today. Nonetheless, the
anecdote is taking on new significance.
First, it conflicts with the State Department's official statement last week after Lutsenko first
a
mentioned the d9-not-prosecu te lis\. The embassy responded the claim was a fabrication and
sign that corruptiOn was alive and well inside Ukraine.
off
But Kent's letter unequivocally shows the embassy did press Ukrainian prosecutors to back
what normally would be considered an internal law enforcement matter inside a sovereign country.
wasn't
case
And more than a half dozen U.S. and Ukrainian sources confirmed to me the AntAC
the only one where American officials exerted pressure on Ukrainian investigators in 2016.
I asked State to explain the letter and the inclusion of the Soros-connected names during the
it
meeting, and it demurred. "As a general rule, we don't read out private diplomatic meetings,"
responded. "Ambassador Yovanovitch repreMnts !he President of the United States in Ukraine,
and America stands behind her and her statements."
of
The second significance is !he AntAC anecdote highlights a ltttle-known fac! that the pursuit
foreign corruption has resulted in an unusual alliance between the U.S. government and a political
megadonor.
After the Obama Justice Department launched its Kleptocracy lnitiallve a decade ago to prosecute
corruption in other countrie,, the State Department, the Justice Department and the FBI
outsourced some of its work in Ukraine to groups funded by Soros.
The Hungarian-American businessman is one of !he largest donors to American liberal causes,
a
including Hillary Clinton's 2016 campaign, a champion of the U.S. kleptocracy crackdown and
man with extensivebusinessmter~~t:,_inj.Jkrnjne.
million
One key U.S. partner was AntAC, which received 59 percent (or $1 million) of its nearly $1.7
budget since 2012 from U.S. budgets tied to State end nearly $290,000 from Soros' International
js.
discjo~Q(j
donor
orouo·s
,;ccordjngJQm
Renaissance Foundation,
and
The U.S.-Soros collaboration was visible in Kiev. Several senior Justice Department officials
FBI agents appeared in pictures as participants or attendees at Soros-sponsored events and
·
conferences.
One attendee was Karen Greenaway, tnen the-FBI supervisor in charge of international fraud
cases and one of the lead agents in the Manafort investigation in Ukraine. She Q\tended mul!ipJ..~
suche\ler\ts and won o!owino pJ:alse in a§ociaLoom from AntAC's own executive director.
In o n ~ g 2016, both Greenaway and Ambassador Yovanovitch participated alongside
AntAC's executive director Daria Kaleniuk while Lutsenko was present. The message was clsar:
the embassy supported AntAC.
The FBI conflrm"d Greenaway's contacts with the Soros group.saying they were part of her
irwestigative work.
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"In furtherance of the FBl's mission and in the course of their duties, FBI employees routinely travel
and participated in public forums in an official capacity. At a minimum, all ~uch travel and speaking
en~agements are authorized by the employee's direct supervisor and can receive further
authorization all the way up to the relevent division head, along with an ethics official

determination," the bureau said.

Greena'-'lay recently retired, and Soros' AntAC JSJl.QDJe!teXJlJlnounceci she was joining its
supervisory board.
Internal memos from Soros' umbrella charity organization, !he Open Society Foundations, describe
a concerted strategy of creating friendships in~ide key government agencies like State, DOJ and
the FBI that can be leveraged inside the countries Soros was targeting for anti-corruption activism.

"We have broadly recognized the impoctance ol developing supportive constituencies in order to
make headway in tightening the global web of anticorruption accountability," a Fsb~4.l ..2QH
memo states. "We ~rst conceived of this in terms of fostering and helping to build a political
environment favorable to high-level anti-corruption cases.

That same memo shows Soros' organization wanted to make Ukraine a top priority starting in 2014
and planned to use the Anti-Corruption Action Centre as its lead.
"Ukraine: Behind the scenes advice and support to Ukrainian partner Anti-Corruption Action
Centre's efforts to generate corruption litigation ln Europe and the U.S. respecting state assets
stolen by senior Ukrainian leaders," the memo state.
The memo included a chart of Ukrainians the Soros team wanted pursued. Multiple figures on the
chart had ties to Manafort.
Senior U.S. law enforcement officials confirmed to me that the early kleptocracy collaborations
inside Ukraine led to highly visible U.S. actions against both the oligarch Dmitri Firtash., a major
target of the Soros group, and Manafort. Firtash is now represented by former Hillary Clinton
lawyer Lanny Davis and former U.S. Attorney Dan Webb.
Documents posted on line by the Open Society Foundations show that after U.S. officials scored
some early successes in kleptocracy actions in Ukraine, such as asset forfeitures, AntAC
requested to receive some of the seized monies.
"Ukrainian NGO Ant/corruption Action Centre (AntAC) petitioned the United States Justice
Department on behalf of Ukrainian civil society to dedicate the nearly $3 million in forfeited and
seized assets allegedly laundered by former Ukreinian Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko, to creating
an anticorruplion training facility," a 20·1 Sfoundawn aos;wnent stated.
Spokespersons for AntAC and Open Society Foundations did no! respond to repeated request for
comment.
Michael Vashon, a spokesman for Soros, deferred·any comment about AntAC to the group. But he
did he confirm his boss supported the continued investigation of Russia collusion allegations
against Trump well past 2016.
Vashon said Soros wrote a sizable check from his personal funds in fall 2017 to a new group called
the Democracy Integrity Project started by a former FBI agent and Senate staffer named Daniel
Jones to continue "investigation and research into foreign interference in American elections and
European elections.
Vashon said !he group asked Soros not to divulge the size of his contribution and Soros later
leamed the group bired Fusion GPS, the same firm that was paid by Hil!ary Clinton's campaign and
the Democratic Party to create the now-Infamous Steele dossier alleging Trump-Russia collusion.
The he.said-she-said battle playing out between Ukraine's chief prosecutor and the American

1
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And !he tale of AntAC raises some cogent questions.
would the U.S. embassy intervene on a Ukrainian internal investigation and later
exerted such pressure?
impact?
.
Soros' role as a
political funder have
activists' private funds when
• Do Americans want
tax dollars commingled
comes to anti-corruption probes?
Someone in Slate and Congress should try to get the answers.
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MEMORANDUM
October 2, 20 I9
To:

Members of the Committee on Oversight and Reform

Fr:

Chairman Elijah E. Cnmmings

Re:

Notice of Intent to lssne Subpoena

Pursuant to the House of Representatives' impeachment inquiry, this memorandum
provides Committee Members with notice of my intent to issue a subpoena to the White House.
This subpoena will be issued by the Committee on Oversight and Reform on Friday,
October 4, 20 l 9, under the Rules of the House of Representatives in exercise of its oversight and
legislative jurisdiction and after consultation with the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
Pennanent Select Committee on Intelligence.
The Committees are investigating the extent to which President Trump jeopardized
national security by pressing Ukraine to interfere with our 2020 election and by withholding
security assistance provided by Congress to help Ukraine counter Russian aggression, as well as
any efforts to cover up these matters.
I do not take this step lightly. Over the past several weeks, the Committees tried several
times to obtain voluntary compliance with our requests for documents, but the White House has
refused to engage with--or even respond to-the Committees.
Only after overwhelming public pressure did the Trump Administration finally release
the incriminating record of the President's July 25, 2019, call with the Ukrainian President and
reverse its misguided decision to block the whistleblower complaint submitted to the Inspector
General of the Intelligence Community from being transmitted to Congress as required by
federal law.
The White House's flagrant disregard of multiple voluntary requests for documentscombined with stark and urgent warnings from the Inspector General about the gravity of these
allegations-have left us with no choice but to issue this subpoena.
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BACKGROUND

On September 9, 2019, the Committee on Oversight and Reform, the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, and the Committee on Foreign Affairs sent a letter to White House
Counsel Pat Cipollone requesting that the White House produce documents relating to these
matters by September 16, 2019. 1 This request, along with a separate joint request to Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo, was based on a growing public record that staff began examining months
earlier relating to efforts by the President and his agent, Rudy Giuliani, to press Ukraine to
pursue politically-motivated investigations into the President's domestic political rival.
The White House did not produce any documents by the requested date, did not send any
reply letter, and did not acknowledge receipt of the request.
On September 24, 2019, the Committees sent a follow-up letter warning that the
Chairmen would be forced to consider compulsory process if the White House continued to
ignore the request. The Chairmen noted: "If the recent reports are accurate, it means the
President raised with a foreign leader pursuing investigations related to a political opponent in an
upcoming U.S. election." 2
The letter continued:
Our Committees have a constitutional duty to serve as an independent check on the
Executive Branch and to determine the facts regarding the actions of the President. Any
attempt by a President to use the office of the presidency of the United States for personal
political gain-rather than the national interest-fundamentally undermines our
sovereignty, democracy, and the Constitution. 3
The Committees set a new deadline of September 26, 2019, for the White House to
produce these documents. 4 Again, the White House failed to comply and did not acknowledge
receipt of our follow-up letter.

II.

NEW EVIDENCE OF PRESIDENTIAL ABUSE OF POWER

Since the Committees sent these letters, new evidence has emerged regarding the actions
of the President and his agents in these matters.
1
Letter from Chairman Eliot L. Engel, House Co1mnittee on Foreign Affairs, Chairman Adam Schiff,
House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, and Chainnan Elijah E. Cummings, House Collllnitlee on
Oversight and Refonn, to Pat Cipollone. White House Counsel (Sept. 9, 2019) (online at
https://intelligence.house.gov/uploadedfiles/ele_schiff_ cummings_letter_to_cipollonc_on_ukrainc. pelf).
2
Letter from Chairman Eliot L. Engel. House Committee on Foreign Affairs, Chairman Adam Schiff.
House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, and Chairman Elijah E. Cullllnings, House Cotmnittee on
Oversight and Refom1, to Pat Cipollone. White House Counsel (Sept. 24, 2019) (online at
https://intelligence.house.gov/uploadedfilcs/2019-09-24.eec_eugel_schiff_to_cipollone-wh_re_potus_ukraine.pdf).
3

Id.

4

Id.
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In response to overwhelming congressional and public pressure, on September 25,
2019, the White House finally released a call summary of the July 25, 2019, telephone call, in
which President Trump directly and repeatedly urged President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine
to investigate former Vice President Joseph Bi den. According to the call summary, when the
Ukrainian President raised his desire to obtain U.S.-manufactured Javelin missiles to counter
Russian aggression, President Trump responded:
I would like you to do us a favor though because our country has been through a lot and
Ukraine knows a lot about it. I would like you to find out what happened with this whole
situation with Ukraine, they say Crowdstrike ... I guess you have one of your wealthy
people ... The server, they say Ukraine has it. ... I would like to have the Attorney
General call you or your people and I would like you to get to the bottom of it. As you
saw yesterday, that whole nonsense ended with a very poor performance by a man named
Robert Mueller, an incompetent performance, but they say a lot ofit started with Ukraine.
Whatever you can do, it's very important that you do it if that's possible. 5
The Ukrainian President replied: "I guarantee as the President of Ukraine that all the
investigations will be done openly and candidly. That I can assure you." 6
President Trump then stated:
There's a lot of talk about Biden's son, that Biden stopped the prosecution and a lot of
people want to find out about that so whatever you can do with the Attorney General
would be great. Biden went around bragging that he stopped the prosecution so if you
can look into it. 7
On September 26, 2019, the Intelligence Committee publicly released a whistleblower
complaint that the Office of the Director of National Intelligence declassified and made available
to the Intelligence Committee for the first time the evening before. The whistleblower complaint
raises additional concerns about the White House's role in these matters, including restricting
access to records of President Trump's call with President Zelensky. Specifically, the
whistleblower alleges that White House lawyers "directed" officials to transfer the call records to
a separate "codeword-level" computer system "of an especially sensitive nature." 8

5
The White House, Memorandum of Telephone Conversation (July 25. 2019) (oulinc al
www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Unclassified09.2019.pdf).

6

Id.

'Id.
8
Letter to Chairman Richard Burr, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, and Chairman Adam Schiff,
House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (Aug. 12, 2019) (ouline at
https://intclligence.house.gov/uploadedfiles/20190812_ -_whistleblower_complaint_unclass.pdf).
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One day later, the White House confirmed that White House attorneys had in fact
directed that the July 25 call summary be placed onto a highly classified computer system. 9
One former national security official who served in both Republican and Democratic
Administrations stated: "In my almost six years on the NSC staff, I never personally saw or
heard of the records of a presidential call being moved to the 'code word' system." She added:
It is difficult to overstate just how abnormal and suspicious treating the call in that
manner would be. It strongly suggests White House staff knew of serious wrongdoing by
the President and attempted to bury it-a profound abuse of classified systems for
political, and possibly criminal, purposes. 10
More recently, press reports have indicated that additional documents relating to other
Presidential calls and meetings also may have been restricted in similar ways. 11

III.

AUTHORITY FOR SUBPOENA AND URGENT CIRCUMSTANCES

The Committees' investigation may inform not only the House impeachment inquiry, but
also Congress' power of appropriations, multiple laws enacted by Congress, and legislative
reforms that the House may consider.
The Committee on Oversight and Reform is the principal oversight committee of the
House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate "any matter" at "any time" under
House Rule X In addition, House Rule X, clause 3(i) specifically charges the Committee with
conducting oversight of"the operation of Government activities at all levels, including the
Executive Office of the President." Finally, Rule X, clause 4 provides: "The findings and
recommendations of the committee in such an investigation shall be made available to any other
standing committee having jurisdiction over the matter involved."
The Committee intends to issue a subpoena on Friday, October 4, 2019, consistent with
the bipartisan agreement reached during the Committee's organizational meeting on January 29,
2019. According to that agreement, a subpoena "should be used only when attempts to reach an
accommodation with a witness have reached an impasse." As described above, the White House
has refused to even acknowledge the Committees' requests.

9

White House Classified Computer ,~vstem is [~c;ed to Hold Transcripts ofSensitive Calls, New York

Times (Sept 27, 2019) (online at www.nytimes.com/2019/09/27/us/politics/nsc-ukraine-calLhtml).
10

I Helped Classify Calls for Two Presidents. 171e frl1ite House Abuse of the System is Alarming,

Washington Post (Sept. 29, 2019) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/09/29/i-helped-classify-callstwo-presidcnts-white-housc-abuse-systcm-is-alarming/).
11
See, e.g.. White House Restricted Access to Trump's Calls with Putin and Saudi Crown Prince, CNN
(Sept. 28, 2019) (onlinc at www.cm1.com/2019/09/27/politics/whitc-house-rcstricted-trump-calls-putinsaudi/index.html); Trump Pressed Australian Leader to Help Barr Investigate 1\1ueller Inquiry's Origins, New York
Times (Sept 30, 2019) (online at www.nytimes.com/2019/09/30/us/politics/trump-australia-barr-mueller.ht1nl).
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This is an urgent matter. The Inspector General of the Intelligence Community has
determined that the core allegation under investigation raises a matter of"urgent concern," is
"credible," and "relates to one of the most significant and important of the DNI's responsibilities
to the American people": our free and fair elections. 12
Due to the exigent nature of these matters, and since we are in recess for this two-week
period, the calendar does not permit scheduling a business meeting to hold a vote on this
subpoena without causing undue delay to the investigation. With respect to holding a Committee
vote, our agreement states that "[t]here will be exceptions to this policy," such as when "the
calendar does not permit the Committee to schedule a markup."
Although we will not hold a markup, I am attaching a copy of the subpoena schedule for
your review, I am providing this memorandum to all Members with additional background, and I
am seeking feedback through a poll of individual Member offices, which are requested to
provide any information they would like to be considered on their positions with respect to this
subpoena.

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact Committee staff
at (202) 225-5051.

Letter from Michael K. Atkinson, Inspector General of the Intelligence Community, to Chairman Adam
Schiff, House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, and Ranking Member Devin Nunes. House Permanent
Select Conunittec onlntelligence (Sept. 17, 2019) (online at
https://intelligence.house.gov/uploadcdfiles/20190917 _-_ic_ig_second_letter_to _hpsci_on_whistleblower.pdl).
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SCHEDULE

In accordance with the attached Definitions and Instructions, you, John Michael "Mick"
Mulvaney, in your capacity as Acting Chief of Staff to President Donald J. Trump, are hereby
required to produce, for the time period from January 20, 2017, to the present, all documents and
communications referring or relating to:
1. The potential or suggested investigations and legal cases referenced in the letter sent to

White House Counsel Pat Cipollone on September 9, 2019, from Chairmen Eliot L.
Engel, Adam B. Schiff, and Elijah E. Cummings (attached as Exhibit 1), including but
not limited to those relating to Paul Manafort, Serhiy Leshchenko, the "Black Ledger,"
Hunter Biden, and Burisma Holdings Ltd.;
2. President Trump's April 21, 2019, and July 25, 2019, telephone conversations with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, including but not limited to:

a. All recordings, transcripts, notes (including electronic and hand-written notes),
summaries, and draft versions of the official "Memorandum of Telephone
Conversation";
b. All preparatory memoranda and materials; and
c. The identity of all individuals who listened to, participated in, assisted in
preparation for, transcribed, took notes during, or received information about the
April 21, 2019, and July 25, 2019, telephone conversations;
3. Communications between or among any of the following referring or relating in any way
to the July 25, 2019, telephone conversation:
a. Current or former White House officials, employees, and detailees, including
within the White House Counsel's Office, the White House Situation Room, and
the National Security Council (NSC), including but not limited to:
1. The Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs;
11. The Deputy Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs;
111. The Senior Director for European Affairs;
iv. All Directors within the Directorate or Directorates involved in European
and Russian Affairs;
v. All Directors covering energy affairs;
vi. The Senior Director for the Directorate of International Economics;
v11. All White House Situation Room Duty Officers who staffed the call and
produced the original draft "Memorandum of Telephone Conversation";
viii. The Senior White House Situation Room Duty Officer during the
telephone conversation;
1x. The NSC Legal Advisor;
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x. The NSC Executive Secretary and any other staff from NSC's Executive
Secretary office involved in preparing the "Memorandum of Telephone
Conversation" and any preparatory materials for the President prior to the
telephone conversation; and
xi. The Office of the Vice President, to include Vice President Michael R.
Pence and Lieutenant General Keith Kellogg;
b. Current or former employees or officials of the Department of Justice, including
but not limited to Attorney General William "Bill" Barr and Assistant Attorney
General John Demers;
c. Current or former employees or officials of the Department of State, including but
not limited to Secretary Michael R. Pompeo, Counselor T. Wrich Brechbuhl,
former Special Representative for Ukraine Negotiations Ambassador Kurt Volker,
Deputy Assistant Secretary George Kent, U.S. Embassy in Ukraine Charge
d' Affaires William B. Taylor, U.S. Embassy in Ukraine Deputy Chief of Mission
Kristina Kvien, and Ambassador to the European Union Gordon Sondland;
d. Current or former employees or officials of the Department of Energy, including
but not limited to Secretary Rick Perry and Special Advisor Samuel Buchan;
e. Current or former employees or officials of the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence (ODNl), including but not limited to Acting Director Joseph Maguire
and ODNl's Office of General Counsel;

f.

Current or former employees or officials of the Central Intelligence Agency,
including but not limited to General Counsel Courtney Simmons Elwood; and

g. Current or former employees or officials of the Department of Defense, including
but not limited to Secretary of Defense Mark Esper and Undersecretary for Policy
John C. Rood;
4. Any and all recordings, transcripts, notes (including electronic and hand-written notes),
summaries, memoranda of conversation, readouts, or other documents memorializing
communications between President Trump and the leader of any other foreign country
that refer or relate to the subject matters of the July 25 telephone conversation between
President Trump and President Zelensky, including but not limited to pursuing
investigations of President Trump's political rivals and Ukrainian foreign aid;
5. The actual or potential suspension, withholding, delaying, freezing, or releasing of
foreign assistance of any kind, including but not limited to security assistance, to
Ukraine;
6. Any of the following meetings or potential meetings:
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a. All telephone calls, meetings, visits, or other communication involving President
Trump and President Zelensky, including but not limited to requests, suggestions,
proposals, or other communications;
b. A meeting at the White House on or around May 23, 2019, involving President
Trump, former Special Representative for Ukraine Negotiations Ambassador Kurt
Volker, Energy Secretary Rick Perry, or Ambassador Gordon Sandland;
c. PresidentZelensky's inauguration on May 20, 2019, in Kiev, Ukraine, including
but not limited to President Trump's decision not to attend and not to send Vice
President Pence to lead the U.S. delegation and to instead send Energy Secretary
Rick Perry;
d. A meeting on or about July 10, 2019, at the White House between Ukrainian
officials Andriy Yermak and Oleksander Danylyuk and U.S. government
officials, including Energy Secretary Perry, former National Security Advisor
John Bolton, former Special Representative for Ukraine Negotiations Ambassador
Kurt Volker, and Ambassador Gordon Sondland, including but not limited to the
proposed or actual participation of President Trump and Vice President Pence in
the meeting;
e. A potential meeting between President Trump and President Zelensky in Warsaw,
Poland in or around September 2019, including but not limited to President
Trump's decision to cancel his attendance;
f.

All meetings and communications between U.S. officials, including but not
limited to Vice President Pence, Energy Secretary Perry, and Senior Advisor
Jared Kushner, and President Zelensky or other Ukrainian government officials in
Warsaw, Poland in or around September 2019; and

g. All meetings between President Trump and President Zelensky during the United
Nations General Assembly in or around September 2019, including but not
limited to any discussion of their July 25, 2019, telephone conversation, as well as
any preparatory memoranda and materials generated for the meeting; any notes,
readouts, summaries of the same; and any follow-up directives and guidance
issued to NSC staff, as well as relevant departments and agencies, either formally
or informally;
7. Efforts by any current or former member of the Trump Administration or Rudolph
("Rudy") W. Giuliani, Igor Fruman, Lev Pamas, Semyon ("Sam") Kislin, Joseph
di Genova, Victoria Toensing, Vitaly Pruss or any of their associates, to induce, compel,
petition, press, solicit, request, or suggest that current or former Ukrainian government
officials, politicians, or other persons or entities associated with or acting in any capacity
as a representative, agent, or proxy for any such individuals, investigate matters related to
Burisma Holdings Ltd., Paul Manafort, Hunter Biden, Joseph Biden, the Democratic
National Committee, Hillary Clinton, or any U.S. persons or entities;
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8. All meetings or communications between any current or former White House officials,
employees, or detailees, including President Trump, and Attorney General William Barr
or any other Department of Justice official or employee, relating to the investigations
described in paragraph 7;
9. All meetings between or among current or former White House officials or employees,
including President Trump, and Rudolph W. Giuliani, including but not limited to
requests for meetings or telephone calls, scheduling items, calendar entries, White House
visitor records, and email or text messages using personal or work-related devices;
10. Former US. Ambassador to Ukraine Marie "Masha" Yovanovitch, including but not
limited to the decision to end her tour or recall her from the US. Embassy in Kiev;
11. With respect to the storage of documents regarding telephone conversations:
a. Documents sufficient to show the dates and times when any documents referring
or relating to the April 21, 2019, or July 25, 2019, telephone conversations
between President Trump and President Zelensky were moved or transferred from
one electronic system or server into another electronic system or server, the
names, descriptions, and levels of classification of each electronic system or
server involved, and the identity of all individuals who were involved in the
transfer of any such documents;
b. Efforts to restrict access to, or limit the distribution of, documents referring or
relating to the April 21, 2019, and July 25, 2019, telephone conversations,
including but not limited to the transfer to, or placement of documents on, an
electronic system or server cleared to hold codeword-level classified information,
or the request or direction to do so; and
c. All policies, procedures, practices, or guidance at or from the White House or
NSC referring or relating to the aforementioned electronic system or server,
including all policies, procedures, practices, or guidance referring or relating to
the transfer or placement of transcripts, summaries, memos, and notes of the
President's meetings and phone calls with foreign leaders on such system or
server;
12. Efforts by any current or former White House officials, employees, or detailees,
including President Trump, to identify or retaliate against the whistleblower who filed the
complaint with the Inspector General of the Intelligence Community that was released by
the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence on September 26, 2019, or
against any individual who provided information to, or raised concerns to, the
whistleblower or the Inspector General, including but not limited to any documents or
communications referring or relating to searching communications, telephone records,
telephones, or any other information to identify any of these individuals; and
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13. Efforts to conceal, destroy, or otherwise dispose of any documents, records, or
communications referring or relating to any of the foregoing matters.
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In March 2019, Special Counsel Robert S. Mueller III ended his 22-month investigation
and issued a two-volume report summarizing his investigative findings and declining either to
exonerate the President from having committed a crime or to decide that he did. See generally
Special Counsel Robert S. Mueller, III, U.S. Dep't of Justice, Report On The Investigation Into

Russian lnte,ference ln The 2016 Presidential Election ("Mueller Report") (Mar. 2019), ECF
Nos. 20-8, 20-9. The Special Counsel explained that bringing federal criminal charges against
the President would "potentially preempt constitutional processes for addressing presidential
misconduct." .Id. at II-I. With this statement, the Special Counsel signaled his view that
Congress, as the federal branch of government tasked with presidential impeachment duty under
the U.S. Constitution, was the appropriate body to resume where the Special Counsel left off.
The Speaker of the House of Representatives has announced an official impeachment
inquiry, and the House Judiciary Committee ("HJC"), in exercising Congress's "sole Power of
Impeachment," U.S. CONST. art. I,§ 2, cl. 5, is reviewing the evidence set out in the Mueller
Report. As part of this due diligence, HJC is gathering and assessing all relevant evidence, but
one critical subset of information is currently off limits to HJC: lnfo1mation in and underlying
the Mueller Report that was presented to a grand jury and withheld from Congress by the
Attorney General.
The Department of Justice ("DOJ") claims that existing law bars disclosure to the
Congress of grand jury information. See DOJ's Resp. to App. ofHJC for an Order Authorizing
Release of Certain Grand Jury Materials ("DOJ Resp."), ECF No. 20. DOJ is wrong. In
carrying out the weighty constitutional duty of determining whether impeachment of the
President is warranted, Congress need not redo the nearly two years of effort spent on the Special
Counsel's investigation, nor risk being misled by witnesses, who may have provided information
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to the grand jury and the Special Counsel that varies from what they tell HJC. As explained in
more detail below, HJC's application for an order authorizing the release to HJC of certain grand
jury materials related to the Special Counsel investigation is granted. See HJC's App. for an
Order Authorizing the Release of Certain Grand Jury Materials ("HJC App."), ECF No. l.

I.

BACKGROUND
What follows begins with a brief review of the initiation of the Special Counsel's

investigation, the key findings in the Mueller Report and the grand jury secrecy redactions
embedded therein, as well as the significant gaps in the Special Counsel's investigation that
contributed to the Special Counsel assessment that "[t]he evidence we obtained about the
President's actions and intent presents difficult issues that would need to be resolved ifwe were
making a traditional prosecutorial judgement." Mueller Report at II-8. 1 Next reviewed is
Congress's response to the release of the public redacted version of the Mueller Report and
ensuing-and ultimately unsuccessful-uegotiations with DOJ to obtain the full Report and
related investigative materials, leading HJC to file the instant application, pursuant to Federal
Rule of Crimina1 Procedure 6(e)(3)(E)(i).

A.

The Special Counsel's Investigation

On May I 7, 2017, then-Deputy Attorney General ("DAG") Rod J. Rosenstein appointed
Robert S. Mueller III to serve as Special Counsel for DOJ "to investigate Russian interference
with the 2016 presidential election and related matters." U.S. Dep't of Justice, Office of the
Deputy Attorney General, Order No. 3915-2017, Appointment of Special Counsel to Investigate
Russian Interference with the 2016 Presidential Election and Related Matters ("Appointment

As noted. the Mueller Report is in two volumes, with each volume re-starting the page numbering. Thus,
citations lo this report use a nomenclature indicating the page number in either Volume I or Volume II.
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Order") (May 17, 2017) (capitalization altered). 2 Prior to the Special Counsel's appointment, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation ("FBI") had already initiated "an investigation into whether
individuals associated with the Trump Campaign [had] coordinat[ed) with the Russian
government" to interfere in the 2016 presidential election. Mueller Report at I-1. The order
authorizing the Special Counsel's appointment thus had the effect of transferring the ongoing
FBI investigation to his office. See Appointment Order fb (authorizing the Special Counsel "to
conduct the investigation confirmed by then-FBI Director James B. Comey in testimony before
[Congress] on March 20, 2017"). The Special Counsel was also granted 'Jurisdiction to
investigate matters that arose directly from the FBI's Russia investigation, including whether the
President had obstructed justice in connection with Russia-related investigations" and
"potentially obstructive acts related to the Special Counsel's investigation itself." Mueller
Report at II-L Pursuant to this grant of authority-and upon receiving evidence "relating to
potential issues of obstruction ofjustice involving the President"-the Special Counsel
"determined that there was a sufficient factual and legal basis to further investigate ... the
President." Id. at II-12.
In compliance with the DOJ regulations authorizing his appointment, upon completion of
his investigation the Special Counsel issued a confidential report to the Attorney General
"explaining the prosecution or declination decisions [he] reached." Id. at I-1 (quoting 28 C.F.R §
600.8(c)). That Report laid out the Special Counsel's findings in two volumes, totaling 448
pages. Both HJC and DOJ point to the contents of the Report as highly relevant to resolving the

Then-Attorney General Jeff Sessions had recused himsclf"trom any existing or future investigations of any
can,1pa,1gns for President of the United States," Press Release, U.S. Dep't of Justice,
matters related in any way to
Attorney General Sessions Statement
(Mar. 2, 2017), making the Deputy Attorney General the "Acting
Auorney General,
operation of!aw" as to such matters, In re Grand Jury Investigation, 315 F. Supp. 3d 602,621
(D.D.C. 2018),
916 F.3d 1047 {D.C. Cir. 2019).
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current legal dispute. Indeed, DOJ submitted the public redacted version of the Mueller Report
as exhibits to support its arguments. See DOJ's Resp., Exs. 8 (Volume I), 9 (Volume II), ECF
Nos. 20-8, 20-9. Therefore, a recounting of some of the key events chronicled in and
conclusions (or lack thereof) reached by the Special Counsel in the Mueller Report is in order.
Volume I of the Mueller Report "describe[s] the factual results of the Special Counsel's
investigation of Russia's interference in the 2016 presidential election." Mueller Report at I-2.
The Special Counsel concluded that "(t]he Russian government interfered in the 2016
presidential election in sweeping and systematic fashion," "principally through two operations."

Id. at 1-1. "First, a Russian entity carried out a social media campaign that favored presidential
candidate Donald J. Trump and disparaged presidential candidate Hillary Clinton. Second, a
Russian intelligence service conducted computer-intrusion operations against entities,
employees, and volunteers working on the Clinton Campaign and then released stolen
documents." Id. Russia hacked and stole "hundreds of thousands of documents," id. at I-4, from
the Democratic National Committee, the Democratic Campaign Committee, and the Clinton
Campaign, and then disseminated those documents through fictitious online personas and
through the website WikiLeaks in order to intlnence the outcome of the 2016 presidential
election. Id. at J-4, 38, 41, 48, 58.
Volume I of the Mueller Report also details evidence of ''links between the Russian
government and individuals associated with the Trump [2016 Presidential] Campaign." Id. at I-

2-3. According to the Special Counsel, "the [Trump] Campaign expected it would benefit
electorally from information stolen and released through Russian efforts," and the links between
the Russian government and the Trump Campaign were "numerous." Id. at l-1-2.

ror instance,

a meeting occurred on June 9, 2016 at Trump Tower in New York City, between a Russian

5

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

1124
Case 1:19-gj-00048-BAH Document 46 Filed 10/25/19 Page 6 of 75

lawyer and senior Tmmp Campaign officials Donald Tmmp Jr., Jared Kushner, and thencampaign manager Paul Manafort, triggered by information provided to those campaign officials
that the Russian lawyer would deliver "official documents and information that would
incriminate Hillary [Clinton]." lei. at I-6 (internal quotation marks omitted). Additionally, the
Mueller Report documents connections between Ukraine and Manafort, who had previously
"work[ed] for a pro-Russian

in Ukraine." Id. at I-I 29. Among otherthings, the Special

Counsel detem1ined that "during the campaign" Manafort-through "Rick Gates, his deputy on
the Campaign"-"periodically sent" internal Trump Campaign "polling data" to Konstantin
Kilimnik, Manafort's long-time business associate in Ukraine with alleged ties to Russian
intelligence, with the expectation that Kilimnik would "share that infonnation with others in
Ukraine." Id. The Mueller Report fmther recounts evidence suggesting that then-candidate
Trump may have received advance information about Russia's inte1ference activities, stating:
Manafort, for his part, told the Office that, shortly after WikiLeaks's July 22
release, Manafort also spoke with candidate Trump [redacted]. Manafort also
[redacted] wanted to be kept apprised of any developments with WikiLeaks
and separately told Gates to keep in touch [redacted] about future WikiLeaks
releases.
According to Gates, by the late summer of 2016, the Trump campaign
was planning a press strategy, a communications campaign, and messaging
based on the possible release of Clinton emails by WikiLeaks. [Redacted)
while Trump and Gates were driving to LaGuardia Airport. [Redacted],
shmtly after the call candidate Trump told Gates that more releases of
damaging information would be coming.

/cl. at I-53-54 (footnotes omitted) (redactions in original, with citation in referenced footnote 206
redacted due to grand jury secrecy).
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The public version of Volume I contains over 240 redactions on the basis of grand jury
secrecy. 3 These redactions occur in parts of the Mueller Report that include discussion of the
Trump Tower Meeting, then-candidate Trump's discussion with associates about releases of
hacked documents, and Manafort's contacts with Kilimnik. See id. at I-54 & n.206, 111-12,
I 17, 120, 136-37, 140, 143.
Volume II of the Mueller

summarizes the "obstruction investigation," which

"focused on a series of actions by the President that related to the Russian-interference
investigations, including the President's conduct towards the law enforcement officials
overseeing the investigations and the witnesses to relevant events." ld. at II-3 (capitalization
altered). The Special Counsel determined that "the President of the United States took a variety
of actions towards the ongoing [Russia-related investigations] , . , that raised questions about
whether he had obstructed justice." Id. at H-L For example, in the summer of 2017 after news
reports about the Trump Tower Meeting, President Trump "directed aides not to publicly
disclose the emails setting up the June 9 meeting" and "edited a press statement for Trump Jr.,"
eliminating the portion "that acknowledged that the meeting was with 'an individual who
[Tmmp Jr.J was told might have information helpful to the campaign,"' even while President
Trump's personal attorney "repeatedly denied the President had played any role" in Trump Jr. 's
statement. Id. at II-5 (alteration in original).
In another instance involving potential witness tampering, the Mueller Report examined
the events leading to fom1er Trump Organization executive and attorney Michael Cohen

Redactions in the Mueller Report were not applied by the Special Counsel's Office but "by Department of
Justice attorneys working closely together with attorneys from the Special Counsel's Office, as well as with the
intelligence community, and prosecutors who are handling ongoing cases." William P. Barr, Attorney General,
Department of Justice, Attorney General William P. Barr Delivers Remarks on the Release of the Report on the
Investigation into Russian Interference in the 2016 Presidential Election (Apr, 18, 2019),
https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-william-p-barr-delivers-remarks-release-report-investigationrussian.
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providing false testimony to Congress, in 2017, about a deal to build a Trump Tower in Moscow,
Russia. Id. at II-6. While Cohen was preparing to

that false testimony the President's

personal counsel told Cohen, according to Cohen, that "Cohen should 'stay on message' and not
contradict the President." Id. Then, in April 2018, after Cohen became the subject of a criminal
investigation and the FBI had searched Cohen's home and office, the President stated publicly
"that Cohen would not 'flip"' and "contacted [Cohen] directly to tell him to 'stay strong,"' at the
same time that President Trump's personal counsel "discussed pardons" with Cohen. Id.
As DOJ points out, DOJ Resp. at 32 n. 19, the public version of Volume II contains some,
but far fewer, redactions on the basis of grand jury secrecy than does the public version of
Volume L4 Again, the Mueller Report recounts an incident when then-candidate Trump spoke to
associates indicating that he may have had advance knowledge of damaging leaks of documents
illegally obtained through hacks by the Russians, stating "shortly after WikiLeaks's July 22,
to Trump [redacted]; Manafort recalled

2016 release of hacked documents, [Manafort]

that Trump responded that Manafort should [redacted] keep Trump updated. Deputy campaign

The reason for the fewer grand jury-related redactions in Volume ll addressing "questions about whether
[the President] had obstructed justice," Mueller Report at ll-l, becomes clear upon analysis. The introduction to this
pmt of the Mueller Report provides assurances that "we conducted a thorough factual investigation in order to
preserve the evidence when memories were fresh and documentary materials were available." Id. at U-2. As the
Mueller Report highlights, "a President does not have immunity after he leaves office," and, quoting DOJ policy, the
Report further observes that "an immunity from prosecution for a sitting President would not preclude such
prosecution once the President's term is over or he is otherwise removed from office by resignation or
impeachment." Id. at 11-1 & n.4 {quoting A Sitting President's Ame11abili1y to Indictment and Criminal Prosecution,
24 Op. O.L.C. 222, 255 (2000) [hereinafter OLC Op.]). Yet, some individuals whose actions figure prominently in
incidents described in Volume II were never compelled to testify under oath before the grand jury to
their
testimony. For example, several witnesses, who simply declined to speak to the Special Counsel, as their right,
were not pursued with the tools available to prosecutors to gather material evidence ia a criminal investigation.
Certain consequences tlow from these prosecutorial choices-other than the obvious fact that the grand jury was
given no opportunity to consider this evidence-namely: the testimony of these individuals is not formally preserved
but also any statements or doeumentary evidence that was obtained from these individuals is not protected by grand
jury secrecy. See /11 re Applica//011 of the Committ(ceon theJudic/a,y, No. !9-gj-48, 2019 WL 5268929, at *I (Oct.
17, 2019} (ordering DOJ to unseal improperly redacted portion of declaration pertaining to "identities of individuals
who did not testily hefore the grand jury"); DOJ's' Notice of Compliance with Ord. of Oct. 17, 2019 ("DOJ
Notice"}, Ex. IO, Deel. of Associate Deputy Attorney General ("ADAG") Bradley Wcinsheimer 14 ("Revised
ADAG Deel."), ECF No. 44-1 (revealing that "Don McGahn did not testify before the grand jury" and "Donald
Trump, Jr. also did not testify before the grand jury"),
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manager Rick Gates said that ... Manafort instructed Gates {redacted) status updates on
upcoming releases. Around the same time, Gates was with Trump on a trip to an airport

[redacted], and shortly after the call ended, Trump told Gates that more releases of damaging
information would be coming." Id. at Il- l 8 (footnotes omitted) (redactions in original, with
citation in footnote 27 redacted due to grand jury secrecy). In addition, a discussion related to
the Trump Tower Meeting contains two grand jury redactions: "On July 12, 2017, the Special
Counsel's Office [redacted] Trump Jr. [redacted] related to the June 9 meeting and those who
attended the June 9 meeting." Id. at II-105 (redactions in original).
The Mueller Report acknowledges investigative "gaps" that were sufficiently significant
that the Special Counsel could not "rule out the possibility that the unavailable information
would shed additional light on (or cast in a new light) the events described in the report!' Id. at
l-10. Six "identified gaps" were that: (I) "[s]ome individuals invoked their Fifth Amendment
right against compelled self-incrimination and were not, in the Office's judgment, appropriate
candidates for grants of immunity"; (2) "[s]ome of the infonnation obtained ... was
presumptively covered by legal privilege and was screened from investigators"; (3) "other
witnesses and information-such as information known to attorneys or individuals claiming to
be members of the media"-were not pursued "in light of internal Department of Justice
policies"; (4) "practical limits" prevented the gathering of information and questioning of
witnesses abroad; (5) "[e]ven when individuals testified or agreed to be interviewed, they
sometimes provided infonnation that was false or incomplete"; and (6) "some of the individuals
we interviewed or whose conduct we investigated-including some associated with the Trump
Campaign--deleted relevant communications or communicated during the relevant period using
applications that feature encryption or that do not provide for long-term retention of data or
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communications records." Id. Consequently, the Mueller Report cautions that

statement

that the investigation did not establish particular facts does not mean there was no evidence of
those facts." Id. at I-2.
The Repo11 acknowledges that these gaps adversely affected the investigation and, in
some instances, precluded the Special Counsel from reaching any conclusion about whether
criminal conduct occurred. For example, evidence related to the President's knowledge about his
personal attorney's involvement in the preparation of Cohen's false testimony to

was

not pursued. The Mueller Report states that "[t]he President's personal counsel declined to
provide us with his account of his conversations with Cohen," and "we did not seek to obtain the
contents of any . . . communications" between President Trump and his attorney during that time
period. id. at U-154. "The absence of evidence about the President and his counsel's
conversations about the drafting of Cohen's statement precludes us from assessmg what, if any,
role the President played." Id. In another example, the Special Counsel examined the
circumstances of a meeting held, during the transition, on January 11, 20! 7, on the Seychelles
Islands between Kitill Dmitriev, the chief executive officer of Russia's sovereign wealth fund,
and Etik Ptince, a businessman with close ties to Trump Campaign associates, including senior
Trump advisor Steve Bannon. See id. at I-7, 148. Prince said he discussed the meeting with
Bannon in January 2017, but Bannon denied

and "[t)he conflicting accounts .. could not

be independently clarified ... because neither [Prince nor Bannon] was able to produce any of
the [text] messages they exchanged in the time period surrounding the Seychelles meeting." id.
at I-156. "Prince's phone contained no text messages priorto March 2017" and "Bannon's
devices similarly contained no messages in the relevant time period," and neither Prince nor
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Bannon could account for the absent messages. Id.; see also id. at I-153-55 (extensive grand
jury redactions). 5
Some areas of the report describing such gaps contain redactions of grand jury material.
For example, in describing the Trump Tower Meeting, the Mueller Report states: "The Office
spoke to every participant [at the Trump Tower Meeting] except [Natalia] Veselnitskaya and
Trump, Jr., the latter of whom declined to be voluntarily interviewed by the Office," with the
remainder of the sentence redacted for grand jury secrecy. Id. at I-117. The Special Counsel
declined to pursue charges related to this meeting in part because "the Office did not obtain
admissible evidence likely to meet the government's burden to prove beyond a reasonable doubt
that these individuals acted 'willfully."' Id. at I-186. 6
The Mueller Report also reveals the Special Counsel's unsuccessful effort to speak
directly with the President: "We also sought a voluntary interview with the President After
more than a year of discussion, the President declined to be interviewed," which statement is
followed by two lines redacted for references to grand jury mate1ial. Id. at ll-13. Although "the
President did agree to answer written questions on certain Russia-related topics, and he provided
us with answers," the President refused "to provide written answers to questions on obstmction
topics or questions on events during the transition." Id. The Special Counsel acknowledged
"that we had the authority and legal justification to issue a grand _jury subpoena to obtain the

Both Prince and Bannon testified before congressional committees. See Testimony of Erik Prince Before
the H. Permanelll Select Comm. 011 l11tellige11ce, I 15th Cong. (Nov. 30, 2017),
hllps://docs.house.gov/meetings/IG/IG00/20 l 71130/l 0666 l/HHRG-l l 5-IGOO-Transcript-20 I 71130.pdf; H.
PERMANENT SELECT COMM. ON lNTELLIGENCE, l 15TH CONG., SCOPE OF INVESTIGATION, MINORITY VIEWS at l l
(MARCH 26, 2018), hllps://perma.cc/D9HE-AFUH (reporting on Steve Bannon's testimony).
Another example involves a July 2016 trip to Moscow by Carter Page, then a Trump Campaign official,
who gave a
in Moscow and represented in emails to other Campaign officials that he also spoke with Russian
government
Mueller Report at 1-96, 1-98, I-IOI. Yet, "[tJhe Oflice was unable lo obtain additional
evidence or testimony about who Page may have met or communicated with in Moscow; thus, Page's activities in
Russia ... were not fully explained." Id. at I-IOI. This same paragraph reporting this gap in the evidence contains
redacted references to grand jury material. See id.
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President's testimony," but "chose not to do so." Id.; see also Mueller Report App'x C
(describing efforts to interview the President in greater detail). When the Special Counsel
testified before Congress on July 24, 2019, he acknowledged that the President's written
responses to questions posed by the Special Counsel's Office were "generally" not only
"inadequate and incomplete," but also "showed that he wasn't always being truthful." HJC
App., Ex. W, Former Special Counsel Robert S. Mueller, Ill on the Investigation into Russian
Interference in the 2016 Presidential Election: Hearing

the H. Permanent Select Comm.

on Intelligence, 116th Cong. 83 (July 24, 2019), ECF No. 1-24.

The Special Counsel's investigation "did not establish that members of the Trump
Campaign conspired or coordinated with the Russian government in its election inte1ference
activities." Mueller Report at .l-2. Nor did the Special Counsel "make a traditional prosecutorial
judgment" or otherwise "draw ultimate conclusions about the President's conduct." Id. at Il-8.
At the same time, the Special Counsel stated that "if we had confidence after a thorough
investigation of the facts that the President clearly did not commit obstruction of justice, we
would so state." Id. at H-2. "[W]hile this report does not conclude that the President committed
a crime, it also does not exonerate him." Id.; see also id. at II-8, II-182 (reiterating that Report
"does not exonerate" President). "Given the role of the Special Counsel as an attorney in the
Department of Justice and the framework of the Special Counsel regulations," the Special
Counsel "accepted" the DOJ Office

Counsel's ("OLC") legal conclusion that "'the

indictment or criminal prosecution of a sitting President would impermissibly undermine the
capacity of the executive branch to perfon11 its constitutionally assigned functions' in violation
of 'the constitutional separation of powers."' Id. at II-! (citation omitted) (quoting OLC Op. at
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222, 260). This OLC legal conclusion has never been adopted, sanctioned, or in any way
approved by a court.
At the same time, impeachment factored into this analysis, as the Special Counsel also
concluded "that Congress may apply the obstrnction laws to the President's com1pt exercise of
the powers of office [which] accords with our constitutional system of checks and balances and
the principle that no person is above the law." Id. at H-8.

B.

Release of the Mueller Report

On March 22, 2019, Attorney General ("AG") William Barr, as required by 28 C.F.R.

§

600.9(a)(3), notified the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the United States House and Senate
Judiciary Committees, via a one-page letter, that the Special Counsel had completed his
investigation. DOJ Resp., Ex. 1, Letter from William P. Ban-, Attorney Gen.,

of Justice, to

Lindsey Graham, Chairman, S. Comm. on the Judiciary, et al. (Mar. 22, 2019), ECF No. 20-1.
AG Ban- stated that he "intend[ed] to consult with Deputy Attorney General Rosenstein and
Special Counsel Mueller to determine what other information from the report [could! be released
to Congress and the public consistent with the law," and that he "remain[ed] committed to as
much transparency as possible." Id. Two days later, on March 24, 2019, AG Barr sent a second,
four-page letter to the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the United States House and Senate
Judiciary Committees, advising them "of the principal conclusions reached by Special Counsel
Robert S. Mueller HI," and reiterating his "intent ... to release as much of the Special Counsel's
report as [possible] consistent with applicable law," noting that he first needed to identify
information "subject to Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 6(e)," as well as "infom1ation that
could impact other ongoing matters." DOJ Resp., Ex. 2, Letter from William P. Barr, Attorney
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Gen., Dep't of Justice, to Lindsey Graham, Chairman, S. Comm. on the Judiciary, et al. 1, 4
(Mar. 24, 2019), ECFNo. 20-2. 7
The next day, March 25, 2019, the chairpersons of six House committees ("House
Committee Chairpersous")-including HJC Chainnan Jerrold Nadler-responded to AG Barr in
a three-page letter. See HJC App., Ex. C, Letter from Jerrold Nadler, Chainnan, H. Comm. on
the Judiciary, et al., to William P. Ban·, Attorney Gen., Dep't of Justice (Mar. 25, 2019), ECF
No. 1-4. Highlighting that each of their committees was "engaged in oversight activities that go
directly to the President's conduct, his attempts to interfere with federal and congressional
investigations, his relationships and communications with the Russian government and other
foreign powers, and/or other alleged instances of misconduct," the House Committee
Chairpersons "formally request[ ed]" that AG Barr "release the Special Counsel's full report to
Congress" and "begin transmitting the underlying evidence and materials to the relevant
committees." Id. at 1. This information, they explained, was necessary "to perfonn their duties
under the Constitution," such as their duty to "make an independent assessment of the evidence
regarding obstruction of justice." Id. at 1, 2. 8

In his summary of the Mueller Report's "principal conclusions," AG Barr stated that "[t]he Special
Counsel's mvest1gat1on did not find that the Trump campaign or anyone associated with ii conspired or coordinated
to influence the 2016 U.S. presidential election." Letter from William P. Barr to Lindsey
with Russia in its
Graham, el al.,
at 2 (Mar. 24, 2019}, and that "[t]he Special Counsel ... did not draw a conclusion--one way
or the other-as
whether the "actions by the President ... that the Special Counsel investigated" "constituted
obstruction," id. at 3. AG Barr detennined that "[t]he Special Counsel's decision to describe the facts of his
obstruction investigation without reaching any legal conclusions" left it to him as the Attorney General "to
determine whether the conduct described in the report constitutes a crime," and he "eoncluded that the evidence
developed during the Special Counsel's investigation is not suflicient to establish that the President committed an
obstruction-of-justice offense." Id.
8
On February 22, 20 l 9-before the Mueller Report was submitted to AG Barr but when media reporting
suggested that the Special Counsel investigation was nearing its end-the House Committee Chairpersons had
submitted a similar request to AG Barr, noting that "because the Department has taken the position that a sitting
could be the only institution currently situated to
President is immune from indictment and prosecution,
act on evidcm:e of the President's misconduct.'' HJC App.,
B, Letter from Jerrold Nadler, Chairman, H. Comm.
on the Judiciary, et al., to William P. Barr, Allorney Gen., Dep't of Justice 2 (Feb. 22, 2019), ECF No. 1-3 (footnote
omitted),
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Four days later, on March 29, 2019, AG BaIT responded to both the House Committee
Chairpersons' letter and a letter sent by Senate Judiciary Committee ("SJC") Chairman Lindsey
Graham. See DOJ Resp., Ex. 3, Letter from William P. Barr, Attorney Gen., Dep't of Justice, to
Lindsey Graham, Chairman, S. Comm. on the Judiciary, and Jerrold Nadler, Chairman, H.
Comm. on the Judiciary (Mar. 29, 2019), ECF No. 20-3. AG Barr reaffirmed that he was
preparing the Report for release, again noting that redactions would be required to protect
matelial that was subject to grand jury secrecy under Rule 6(e) and that could compromise
sensitive sources and methods, as well as to protect information that could pose harm to other
ongoing matters or was related to the plivacy and reputations of third parties. Id. at L
The House Committee Chairpersons objected to AG Barr's proposed redactions. See
HJC App., Ex. D, Letter from Jerrold Nadler, Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, et al., to
William P. BaIT, Attorney Gen, Dep't of Justice (Apr. I, 2019), ECF No. 1-5. They observed
that "[t]he allegations at the center of Special Counsel Mueller's investigation strike at the core
of our democracy," such that "Congress urgently needs his full, unredacted report and its
underlying evidence in order to fulfill its constitutional role." Id. at 2; see also id. App'x at I
(stating that Congress has an "independent duty to investigate misconduct by the President"). As
to grand jury material, the House Committee Chairpersons proposed that DOJ "seek leave from
the district comt to produce those materials to
in the past," id. at 2, explaining that the material was needed because "[HJC] is

inan

ongoing investigation of whether the President has undermined the rule of law, including by
compromising the integrity of the Justice Department," id. App'x at 2.
On April 18, 2019, AG Barr released the Mueller Report in redacted form to the
~ v ..

5,~~~ and the public. See DOJ Resp., Ex. 4, Letter from William P. Barr, Attorney Gen.,
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Dep't of Justice, to Lindsey Graham, Chairman, S. Comm. on the Judiciary, et al. (Apr. 18,
2019), ECF No. 20-4. AG Barr also promised to "make available" to SJC Chairman Graham,
HJC Ranking Member Dianne Feinstein, HJC Chairman Nadler, and HJC Ranking Member
Collins "a version of the report with all redactions removed except those relating to grand-jut}'
information." Id. at 4.
Not satisfied with the redacted version of the Mueller Report, the next day HJC served a
subpoena on AG Ba1T requiring the production of three classes of documents: (1)

complete

and unredacted version of the [Mueller Report]," including attachments; (2) "[a]ll documents
referenced in the Report"; and (3) "(a]ll documents obtained and investigative materials created
by the Special Counsel's office." HJC App., Ex. G, Subpoena by Authority of the H. of
Representatives to William P. Barr, Attorney Gen., Dep't of Justice 3 (Apr. 19, 2019), ECFNo.
1-8.
DOJ has granted HJC access to "the entirety of Volume ll, with only grand jury
redactions" and did "the same with regard to Volume I" for ''the Chairman and Ranking Member
from [HJC]." DOJ Resp. at 6 n.2. DOJ has not, however, allowed HJC to review the portions of

See, e.g., HJC App., Ex. K, Letter from

the Mueller Report redacted pursuant to Rule

Stephen E. Boyd, Assistant Attorney Gen., Dep 't of Justice, to Jerrold Nadler, Chairman, H.
Comm. on the Judiciary 4 (May 1, 2019), ECF No. l-12 (stating that "Rule 6(e) contains no
.,,_,~,4 ,.,,,,..

that would pem1it the Depattment to provide grand-jury information to the Committee

in connection with its oversight role").

C.

The Instant Proceeding

On July 26, 2019, HJC submitted the instant application for an order pursuant to Federal
Rule of Criminal Procedure 6(e) authorizing the release to HJC of certain grand jury materials
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related to the Special Counsel's investigation. HJC App. HJC requests the release to it of three
categories of material:
I. aU portions of [the Mueller Report] that were redacted pursuant to Federal

Rule of Criminal Procedure 6(e);
2. any underlying transcripts or exhibits referenced in the portions of the
Mueller Report that were redacted pursuant to Rule 6(e); and
3. transcripts of any underlying grand jury testimony and any grand jury

exhibits that relate directly to (A) President Trump's knowledge of effo11s
by Russia to interfere in the 2016 U.S. Presidential election; (B) President
Trump's knowledge of any direct or indirect links or contacts between
individuals associated with his Presidential campaign and Russia,
including with respect to Russia's election interference efforts; (C)
President Trump's knowledge of any potential criminal acts by him or any
members of his administration, his campaign, his personal associates, or
anyone associated with his administration or campaign; or (D) actions
taken by fom1er White House Counsel Donald F. McGahn II during the
campaign, the transition, or McGahn 's period of service as White House
Counsel."
Id. at 1-2.

After entry of a scheduling order in accord with the dates proposed by the parties, see
Min. Ord. (July 31, 2019), DOJ filed its response to HJC's application on September 13, 2019,
maintaining that Rule 6(e) prohibits disclosure of the requested material to HJC, see DOJ Resp.,
and HJC filed its reply on September 30, 2019, see HJC's Reply in Support of its App. for an
Order Authorizing the Release of Certain Grand Jury Materials ("HJC Reply"), ECF No. 33. 9
Following a hearing on October 8, 2019, the parties provided supplemental submissions to

On August 30, 2019, the Constitutional Accountability Center submitted an amicus brief in support of
HJC's application, see Br. of Constitutional Accountability Ctr. as Amicw, Curiae in Support of HJC, ECF No. 16-1,
and, on October 3, 2019, Representative Doug Collins, HJC's Ranking Member, submitted an amicus brief urging
denial ofHJC's application, see Mem. Amicus Curiae of Ranking Member Doug Collins in Support of Denial
("Collins Mem.''), ECF No. 35.
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address additional issues not covered by the initial briefing. See Min. Ord. (October 8, 2019). 10
This matter is now ripe for resolution.

II.

LEGALSTANDARD
Under Rule 6( e) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, disclosure of "a matter

occuning before the grand jury" is generally prohibited. FED. R. CRIM. P. 6(e)(2)(B). While
witnesses are expressly exempted from any "obligation of secrecy," id. 6(e)(2)(A), the Rule
provides a list of seven categories of persons privy to grand jury proceedings who must keep
secret "(i]nformation ... presented to the grand jury," In re Sealed Case No. 99-3091 (Office of

lridep. Counsel Contempt Proceeding), 192 F.3d 995, 1002 (D.C. Cir. 1999) (percuriam),
including grand jurors, interpreters, court reporters, operators of recording devices, persons who
transcribe recorded testimony, attorneys for the government, and certain other persons to whom
authorized disclosure is made, FED. R. CRIM. P. 6(e)(2)(B)(i)-(vii). 11
Rule 6(e) also sets out exceptions to grand jury secrecy, some of which allow disclosure
without any judicial involvement and others of which require either judicial notice or a court
order. See FED. R. CRIM. P. 6(e)(3)(A)-(E). 12 The D.C. Circuit recently held, in McKeever v.

IO
As part of this supplemental briefing, DOJ was directed to provide its reasoning for redacting from public
view, as grand jury material, portions of a declaration submitted by DOJ in support of its position that HJC's
application should be denied. See Min. Order (Oct 8, 2019). This Court determined that the declaration had been
improperly redacted and ordered DOJ 10 correct its error. In re Application of the Cammittee on tile Judiciary, 2019
WL 5268929. DOJ complied with that order on October 20, 2019. See DOJ Notice.
11
The definition of "a matter occurring bcfure the grand jury" can also encompass information "that would
'tend to reveal some secret aspect of the grand jury's investigation, including" the "strategy" or future "direction of
the investigation,"' Bartka v. U.S. Dep't ofJustice, 898 F.3d 51, 73 (D.C. Cir. 2018l(quoting Hodge v. FBI, 703
F.3d 575, 580 (D.C. Cir.2013)), but the D.C. Circuit has "cautioned ... about 'the problematic nature of applying
so broad a definition,"' see In re Sealed Case No. 99-3091, 192 F.3d at !001 (quoting In re Sealed Case No. 983077, 151 F.3d !059. 1071 n.12 (D.C. Cir.1998)(percuriam}).
12
Fllr instance, under Rules 6(e)(3)(A)(ii) and 6(e)(3)(D). the gllvernment may disclose grand jury material in
certain circumstances without a court order but must provide notice of disclosure to the court that impaneled the
grand jury. See FED. R. CRIM. P. 6(e)(3)(B), (D)(ii). In March 2016, this Court instituted a system for docketing
such notices received in this District, and since that time the government has submi1ted 783 notice leuers. See ln re
Grand Jury Disclosures, 16-gj-1 (D.D.C. 2016) (184 notices}; In re Grand J111)• Disclosures, 17-gj-l (D.D.C. 2017)
(83 nlltices); ln re Gmnd Jwy Disclosures, 18-gj-l (D.D.C. 2018) (244 notices); /11 re Grand J111y Disc/osu~s, 19·
gj-1 (D.D.C. 2019) (272 notices). This number undercounts the actual number of disclosures, given that a single
notice often advises that grand jury information has been shared with multiple persons and entities. Among these
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Barr, 920 F.3d 842 (D.C. Cir. 2019), reh 'gdenied, Order, No. 17-5149 (D.C. Cir. July 22, 2019),
docketing petition for cert., No. l 9-307 (U.S. Sept 5, 2019), that the "text of the Rule" prevents

disclosure ofa '"matter appearing [sic] before the grand jury"' '"unless the-,;e rules provide
otherwise."' ld. at 848 (quoting incorrectly FED. R. CRIM. P. 6(e)(2)(B)). 13 In the D.C. Circuit's
binding view, "deviations from the detailed list of exceptions in Rule 6(e) are not pe1111itted," id.
at 846, and thus a "district court has no authority outside Rule 6(e) to disclose grand jury
matter," id. at 850. 14

III.

DISCUSSION
HJC is "not requesting the entire grand jury record" of the Special Counsel's

investigation. HJC Reply at 24. 15 Instead, HJC seeks only disclosure of the grand jury

notices were sixteen instances when grand jury information was revealed to foreign governments. DOJ has
represented that "[n]o grand jury information colle<::ted from the Mueller investigation and prote<::ted from disclosure
was shared with any foreign government pursuant to Rule 6(e){3)(D}." DOJ's Supplemental Submission in Resp. to
Min. Ord. of Oct. 8, 2019 ("DOJ Second Supp.") at 2, ECF No. 40.
13
The D.C. Circuit's oarrow textual reading of Rule 6(c) is based on the subsection in the Rule that se<::recy is
required "[u]nlcss these mies provide otherwise." FED. R. CRIM. P. 6(e)(2)(B) (emphasis added). Yet, this
subsection is difficult to reconcile with other statutory authorities that either require or permit disclosure of grand
jury matter in civil forfeiture, financial regulatory, special-grand jury, and criminal defense contexts. See, e.g., 18
U.S.C. § 3322(a} (allowing disclosure of grand jury information to "an attorney for the government ... for use in
connection with any civil forfeiture provision of federal law"}; id.§§ 3322(a), (b){l)(A) (authorizing disclosure of
grand jury information to "an attorney for the government for use in enforcing section 951 of the Financial
Institutions Reform, Recovery and Enforcement Act of l 989" and to federal and state financial institution regulatory
agencies "for use in relation to any matter within the jurisdiction of such regulatory agency" when the relevant grand
ju1y was investigating "a banking law violation"); id, §§
(b) (permitting special grand juries to provide
reports that the impaneling court may make public); id. §§
(e)(3) {requiring disclosure to criminal
defendant of certain grand jury testimony of trial witnesses).
14
The D.C. Circuit in McKee!'er rejected the view articulated by this Court and several Circuit Courts of
Appeals that courts have inherent authority to disclose grand jury material. See, e.g., In re Applicatian to Unseal
Clinton, 308 F. Supp. 3d 314, 324
Dockets Related to the Independent Counsel's l 998111vestlgatio11
(D.D.C. 2018) (Howell, C.J.), appeal docketed, No. 18-5142
May 17, 2018); Ill re Petition of Kut/er, 800
F. Supp. 2d 42, 47 (D.D.C. 201 !) (Lamberth, C.J.); see also Carlson 1•. United States, 837 F.3d 753, 766-67 (7th
Cir. 2016); In re Cm(~. 131 F.3d 99, !03 (2d Cir. 1997); Pitclrn United States, 915 F.3d 704,707 (11th Cir. 2019),
rehearing en bane ordered and opinion vacated, 925 F.3d 1224 (l lth Cir. 2019). HJC acknowledges this,
conceding that "McKeever currently forecloses the Committee from prevailing before this Court on [an inherentauthority] argument," but nonetheless raises inherent authority as a basis for disclosure to "preserve[] its argument"
the event McKeever is subject to further review." HJC App. at 40.
The entire grand jury record would be extensive since the Special Counsel's investigation involved the
execution of "nearly 500 search-and-seizure warrants," issuance of"more than 230 orders for communications
records under 18 U.S.C. § 2703(d)," "almost 50 orders authorizing use of pen registers,'' "13 requests to foreign
governments pursuant to Mu!Ual Legal Assistance Treaties," and "more than 2,800 subpoenas under the auspices of
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infmmation referenced in or underlying the Mueller Report as well as grand jury information

6(e)'s exception for disclosure "preliminarily to or in connection with a judicial proceeding."
HJC App. at 26 (internal quotation marks omitted) (quoting FED. R. CRIM. P. 6(e)(3)(E)(i)).
Disclosure of grand jury information is proper under this exception when three requirements are
satisfied. The person
within the meaning of Rule 6(e)(3)(E)(i); then, second, establish that the requested disclosure is
"preliminarily to" or "in connection with" that proceeding; and, finally, show a "particularized
need" for the requested grand jury materials. See United States v. Sells

Inc., 463 U.S.

418, 443 (1983) ("Rule 6(e)(3}([E]){i) simply authorizes a comt to order disclosure
'preliminarily to or in connection with a judicial proceeding.' ... We have consistently
construed the Rule, however, to require a strong showing of particularized need for grand jury
materials before any disclosure will be permitted."); United States v. Baggot, 463 U.S. 476,480
( 1983) (explaining that the "preliminarily to or in connection with a judicial proceeding" and the
"particularized need" requirements "are independent prerequisites to

disclosure" (internal

quotation marks omitted)).
As discussed more fully below, HJC has identified the requisite "judicial proceeding" to
be a possible Senate impeachment trial, which is an exercise of judicial power the Constitution
assigned to the Senate. See U.S. CONST. art. I,§ 3, cl. 6. HJC has demonstrated that its current
investigation is "preliminarily to" a Senate impeachment trial, as measured-per binding
Supreme Court and D.C. Circuit precedent-by the "primary purpose" ofHJC's requested
disclosure to determine whether to recommend articles of impeachment against the President.

a grand jury sitting in the District of Columbia," and interviews of"approximately 500 witnesses," "almost 80" of
whom "testified before a grandjm-y." Mueller Report at 1-13.
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This purpose has only been confirmed by developments occurring since HJC initially submitted
its application. Finally, HJC has further shown a "particularized need" for the requested grand
jury materials that outweighs any interest in continued secrecy. See Douglas Oil Co. of Ca. v.

Petrol Stops Nw., 441 U.S. 2! 1, 222-23 (1979). The need for continued secrecy is reduced,
given that the Special Counsel's grand jury investigation has ended, and is easily outweighed by
HJ C's compelling need for the grand jury material referenced and cited in the Mueller Report to
conduct a fulsome inquiry, based on all relevant facts, into potentially impeachable conduct by
the President.
The three requirements for disclosure under Rule 6(e)(3)(E)(i) are addressed seriatim.

A.

Rule 6(e)'s "Judicial Proceeding" Requirement is Satisfied Because an
Impeachment Trial is Such a Proceeding

HJC posits that an impeachment trial before the Senate is a "judicial proceeding," and
that Rule 6(e)'s "judicial proceeding" requirement is thus satisfied. HJC App. at 28. 16 DOJ, for
its part, rejects the proposition that any congressional proceeding may qualify as a "judicial
proceeding," DOJ Resp, at 13 ("The plain meaning of 'judicial proceeding' does not include
congressional proceedings."} (capitalization altered). This dispute thus presents the threshold
issue of whether an impeachment trial in the Senate is a "judicial proceeding" under Rule 6( e).
Consideration of this issue requires an understanding of ( I) what the drafters of Rule 6(e) meant

16

An impeachment inquiry in the House may itself constitute a judicial proceeding. See, e.g., Marshall v.

Gordon. 243 U.S. 521, 547 ( 1917) (characterizing instances when a "committee contemplat[es] impeachment" as
times that congressional power is "transfonned into judicial authority"}; Kilbourn v. Thompson, 103 U.S. (13 Olio)
168, 191 (1880) (explaining that the House "exercises the judicial power ... of preferring aiticles of
impeachment"); Trump v. Mazars USA, LLP, No. l 9-5142, 20 l 9 WL 5089748, at *27 (D.C. Cir. Oct. I ! , 2019)
(Rao, J.. dissenting) (explaining that the House's ''power to investigate pursuant to impeachment ... has always
been understood as a limited judicial power"). HJ C's primary contention, however, is not that a House
impeachment inquiry is a judicial proceeding, but that HJC's current inquiry satisfies Rule 6(e) because that inquiry
is "'prcliminar[y] to' an impeachment trial." HJC App. at 29 (alteration in original). As explained i1ifra in Part
III.B., HJC's "preliminarily to" argument succeeds. and, consequently, whether a House impeachment inquiry
constitutes a "judicial proceeding" within the meaning of Ruic 6( e} need not be addressed.
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by 'judicial proceeding," and (2) the precise nature of an impeachment trial. Both considerations
are infom1ed by history and, contrary to DOJ's position, point to the same conclusion: an
impeachment trial is, in fact, a "judicial proceeding"under Rule 6(e), as binding D.C. Circuit
precedent correctly dictates.

1.

The Term "Judicial Proceeding" in Rule 6(e) Has a Broad Meaning

ln the Rule 6(e) context, "[t]he term judicial proceeding has been given a broad
interpretation by the courts." In re Sealed Motion, 880 F.2d 1367, 1379 (D.C. Cir. 1989) (per
curiam). The D.C. Circuit has indicated that "judicial proceeding" might "include[] every
proceeding of a judicial nature before a competent court or before a tribunal or officer clothed
with judicial or quasi judicial powers." Id. at 1380 (quoting Jones v. City of Greensboro, 277
S.E.2d 562,571 (N.C. 1981), overruled in part on other grounds by Fowler v. Valencourt, 435
S.E.2d 530 (N.C. 1993)); see also In re North, 16 R3d 1234, 1244 (D.C. Cir. 1994) (quoting In

re Sealed Motion, 880 F.2d at 1380)); Haldeman v. Sirica, 501 F.2d 714, 717 (D.C. Cir. 1974)
(en bane) (MacKinnon, J, concurring in part and dissenting in part) (describing Rule 6(e) judicial
proceeding as one "in which due process of law will be available"); In re Grand JutJ'

Investigation of Uranium Indus. (In re Uranium Grand Jw:v), No. 78-mc-0173, 1979 WL 1661,
at *6 (D.D.C. Aug. 21, l 979) {Bryant, CJ.) (noting that the 'judicial proceeding" exception
authorizes disclosure of grand jury materials to a "wide variety of official bodies"). 17

17
001 relies on the definition first articulated by Judge Learned Hand in Doe v. Rosenberry, 255 F.2d l l 8
(2d Cir. 1958). See DOJ Resp. at 14--15. That definition provides: "[T]he term 'judicial proceeding' includes any
proceeding detenninable by a court. having for its object the compliance of any person, subject to judicial control,
with standards imposed upon his conduct in the public interest, even though such cmnpliance is enforced without the
procedure applicable to the punishment of crime." Doe, 255 F.2d at 120. DOJ's reliance on this definition is
pu,.zling since courts--including the D.C. Circuit-have consistently recognized that Judge Hand gave "judicial
proceeding" "a broad interpretation," !11 re Sealed Motion, 880 F.2d at 1379. and judges of this Court have already
twice recognized that Judge Hand's definition encompasses an impeachment trial, see In re Report &
Reco111111mdatio11 of June 5, 1972 Grand Jury. 370 F. Supp. 1219, !228-30 (D.D.C. 1974) (citing Doe); In re
Um11i11111 Gram! Jury, 1979 WL 1661, at *5-7 (citing Doe} (explaining that a Senate impeachment trial "presided
over by the Chief Justice of the United States" is "very m\lch a judicial proceeding," id. at *7).
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In keeping with the term's "broad meaning," disclosure of grand jury materials has been
judicially authorized under the "judicial proceeding" exception in an array of judicial and quasijudicial contexts. Com1s, for instance, have determined that attorney disciplinary proceedings
are ''.judicial proceedings" because such a proceeding is "designed in the public interest to
preserve the good name and uprightness of the bar, made up, as it is, of attorneys who are public
officers." Doe v. Rosenberry, 255 F.2d 118, 120 (2d Cir. 1958); see also, e.g., ln re J. Ray

McDermott & Co., 622 F.2d 166, 170 (5th Cir. 1980). Similarly, courts have permitted
disclosure in connection with internal police disciplinary proceedings under the ''.judicial
proceeding" exception. See, e.g., In re Bullock, 103 F. Supp. 639,641,643 (D.D.C. 1952). The
D.C. Circuit's decisions are in accord. The Circuit has held that the following proceedings are
eligible for disclosure under Rule

(1) "disciplinary prcicei~c111t1gs

conducted by

"bar committees," United States v. Bates, 627 F.2d 349, 351 (D.C. Cir. 1980) (per curiam), (2)
grand jury investigations themselves, In re Grand Jury, 490 F.3d 978, 986 (D.C. Cir. 2007) (per
curiam), and (3) proceedings pursuant to the now-expired Independent Counsel Act, 28 U.S.C. §
591 et seq. (1987), to determine what portions of an independent counsel report are appropriate
for release, see, e.g., In re Sealed Motion, 880 F.2d at 1380. Additionally, the D.C. Circuit has
even indicated that parole hearings might qualify. See In re Sealed Motion, 880 F.2d at 1380
n. 16 (citing United States v. Shillitani, 345 F.2d 290, 293 (2d Cir. 1965), vacated 011 other

grounds, 384 U.S. 364 (1966)).
As these examples illustrate, the tenn ''.judicial proceeding" in Rule 6(e) does not refer
exclusively to proceedings overseen by courts exercising the "judicial Power of the United
States" referred to in Article m of the Constitution. U.S. CONST. art. III,§ L Plainly,
proceedings in state courts are "judicial proceedings" eligible for disclosure of grand jury
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infonnation. See, e.g., United States v. Colonial Chevrolet Corp., 629 F.2d 943, 947 & n.9 (4th
Cir. 1980) (noting that the court "may authorize disclosure under the circumstances detailed in
Rule 6(e)(3 ); in fact it has done so in many cases in support of proceedings in both federal and
state judicial, and even in state administrative, proceedings") (citing Doe, 255 F.2d 118; In re

Disclosure of Testimony, Etc., 580 F.2d 281 (8th Cir. 1978) (authorizing disclosure of federal
grand jury material to municipality investigating judicial misconduct); In re 1979 Grand Jury
Proceedings, 479 F. Supp. 93 {E.D.N. Y. 1979) (authorizing disclosure of federal grnnd jury
material regarding obstruction by municipal employees to municipality)); ill re Petition for

Disclosure of Evidence Before Oct., 1959 Grand Jury, 184 F. Supp. 38, 41 (E.D. Va. 1960)
(citing Doe, 255 F.2d 118) ("We cannot agree with the United States that this phrase refers only
to a Federal proceeding.").
Moreover, at the federal level, "the judicial power of the United States is not limited to
the judicial power defined under Article III." Freytag v. Comm 'r of lntemal Revenue, 501 U.S.
868, 889 (1991) (citing Am. Ins. Co. v. Canter, 26 U.S. {l Pet.) 511,546 ([828)). The United
States Tax Court, for example, "is not a part of the Article III Judicial Branch," and "its judges
do not exercise the 'judicial Power of the United States' under Article Ill," Kuretski v. Comm 'r

of Internal Revenue, 755 F.3d 929, 940 (D.C. Cir. 2014). Nevertheless, the Tax Court "exercises
a portion of the judicial power of the United States," Freytag, 501 U.S. at 891, and that judicial
power has, in turn, been deemed sufficient to make Tax Court proceedings "judicial
proceedings" under Rule 6(e), see In re Grand Jury Subpoenas Duces Tecum, 904 F.2d 466,468
(8th Cir. 1990) ("[T]he tax court redetermination hearing satisfies the judicial proceeding
requirement"); Patton v. Comm 'r ofInternal Revenue, 799 F.2d 166, 172 (5th Cir. 1986)
("Clearly a tax court petition for redetermination is a 'judicial proceeding' within the meaning of
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Rule 6(e)(3)([El)(i)."); United States v. Anderson, No. 05-cr-0066, 2008 WL 1744705, at *2
(D.D.C. Apr. 16, 2008) (ordering that grand jury materials be shared pursuant to Rule

6(e)(e)(E)(i) in connection with a "law suit ... pending before the United States Tax Court"); see

also, e.g., In re Grand Jury Proceedings, 62 F.3d 1175, 1! 80 (9th Cir. 1995) (indicating that
disclosure in connection with tax court litigation would be permissible under Rule 6(e) "upon an
adequate showing" of need). 18 Accordingly, while judicial power of some kind may be
necessary to make a proceeding ''.judicial" under Rule 6(e), the exercise of Article Ill judicial
power is not required.
Notwithstanding the weight of these precedents, DOJ maintains that an impeachment trial
cannot be a ''.judicial proceeding" under Rule 6(e) because the plain and ordinary meaning of the

term refers to

proceedings governed by law that take place in a judicial forum before a

judge or a magistrate." DOJ Resp. at 2; see also id. at l3 ("By its plain terms, the phrase
'judicial proceeding' means a matter that transpires in court before a neutral judge according to
generalized legal rules."). 19 This plain-meaning argument ignores the broad interpretation given
to the term ''.judicial proceeding" as used in Rule 6(e), see, e.g., In re Sealed Motion, 880 F.2d at

18
Even the Supreme Court, in Bagsot, recognized that Tax Court proceedings are "judicial proceedings"
under Ruic 6(e). Although purpo1ting not to address "the knotty question of what, if any, sorts of proceedings other
than garden-variety civil actions or criminal prosecutions might qualify as judicinl proceedings under ([E])(i)," 463
U.S. at 479 n.2, the Court advised that the Seventh Circuit "correctly held" that "the IRS may seek ([E])(i)
disclosure" when a "taxpayer ha[s] clearly expressed its intention to seek redetermination of[a claimed taxJ
deficiency in the Tax Court" and "the Government's primary purpose is ... to defend the Tax Court litigation,'' id.
at 483.
19
DOJ also cites to the use of'judicial proceeding" in two other subsections of Rule 6(c)--{c)(3)(F) and
(e)('.l)(G)-as generally refening to court proceedings, DOJ Resp. at 17, but this argument relies on one of the least
probative statutory-interpretation presumptions. Although "[o]ne ordinarily assumes 'that identical words used in
different parts of the same act are intended to have the same meaning,"' "the presumption of consistent usage
'readily yields' to context, and a statutory term ... 'may take on distinct characters from association with distinct
statutory objects calling for different implementation strategies."' Ulil. Air Reg11!11tory Grp. v. EPA, 573 U.S. 302.
319-20 (2014) (internal quotation marks omitted) (quoting Envtl. Def. v. Duke Energy Corp., 549 U.S. 561,574
(2007)). Moreover, as HJC explains, subsection (e)(3)(F) may in fact cover a Senate impeachment trial, and as to
subsection {e)(3)(G), significant textual differences distinguish this subsection from (e)(3)(E)(i), See HJC Reply at
12-13. In any event, historical practice and binding precedent guide the proper construction of Rule 6(e)(3)(E)(i),
no matter the use of the term "judicial proceeding" in other parts of the criminal procednre rules.
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!379, and fails to grapple with the judicial nature of an impeachment trial, see infra Part III.A.2.
In any event, applying DOJ's plain-meaning construction and imposing a requirement that a
"judge" preside to qualify as a "judicial proceeding" would not remove an impeachment trial
from Rule 6(e)'s ambit since the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court presides over any Senate
impeachmenttrial of the President. U.S. CONST. art. I,§ 3, cl. 6. 20 DOJ dismisses the Chief
Justice's role in impeachment trials as "purely administrative, akin to a Parliamentarian," whose
decisions can be overridden by a vote of the Senate. DOJ Resp. at l 6. Even if true up to a point,
the fact remains that the Senate may grant the Chief Justice as significant a role as it sees fit

In sum, "judicial proceeding," as used in Rule 6(e), is a term with a broad meaning that
includes far more than just the prototypical judicial proceeding before an Article III judge.

2.

An Impeachment Trial is Judicial in Nature

DOJ flatly states that no congressional proceeding can constitute a Rule 6(e) ''.judicial
proceeding" because "[t]he Constitution carefully separates congressional impeachment
proceedings from criminal judicial proceedings." DOJ Resp, at 15. This stance, in service of the
obvious goal of blocking Congress from accessing grand jury material for any purpose,
overlooks that an impeachment trial is an exercise of judicial power provided outside Article III
and delegated to Congress in Article I. 21 Contrary to DOJ's position-and as hist01ical practice,
the Federalist Papers, the text of the Constitution, and Supreme Court precedent all make clearimpeachment trials are judicial in nature and constitute judicial proceedings.

20
DOJ observes that impeachment trials of officials other than the President arc presided over by "the Vice
at that time," rather than by the Chief Justice. DOJ Resp. at 16. This
President or whichever Senator is
constitutional quirk is irrelevant
since
instant petition concerns the possible impeachment of the President.
21
Although Representative Collins, like DOJ, supports denial of HJC's application, he "agrce.s with [HJC]
that an impeachment inquiry ... fall[s] under Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 6(e)'sjudicial proceeding
exception because" an impeachment inquiry is "preliminary to a trial in the U.S. Senate:' Collins Mem at L
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"The institution of impeaehment is essentially a growth deep rooted in the ashes of the
past." Wrisley Brown, The Impeachment of the Federal Judiciary, 26 HARV. L. REV. 684,685
(1913). lt was "born of the parliamentary usage of England," id., where "the barons reserved to
Parliament the right of finally reviewing the judgments' (sic] of all the other courts of
judicature." Id. "[T]he assembled parliament ... represent[ed] in that respect the judicial
authority of the king," and "[wJhile this body enacted laws, it also rendered judgments in matters
of private right." Kilbourn v. Thompson, 103 U.S. (13 Otto) 168, 183 {1880); see also Brown,
supra, at 685. (explaining that "the Parliament [was] the high court of the realm in fact as well

as in name"). "Upon the separation of the Lords and Commons into two separate bodies ...
called the House of Lords and the House of Commons, the judicial function of reviewing by
appeal the decisions of the courts of Westminster Hall passed to the House of Lords." Kilbourn,
103 U.S. (13 Otto) at 183-84. "To the Commons," however, "was left the power of
impeachment, and, perhaps, others of a judicial character." Id. at 184. "And during the
memorable epoch preluding the dawn of American independence," the English practice of
impeachment, "though seldom put into application, was still in the flower of its usefolness."
Brown, supra, at 687.
During the drafting of the Constitution, this English history infonned how the Framers
approached impeachment, and examination of pertinent Federalist Papers confirms that they
viewed the impeachment power as judicial. See THE FEDERALIST NO. 65, at 397 (Alexander
Hamilton) (Clinton Rossiter ed., 1961) (explaining that impeachment in the United States was
"borrowed" from the "model" "[i]n Great Britain"). Alexander Hamilton's writings in Federalist
Nos. 65 and 66 are illustrative. The preceding Federalist Nos. 62, 63, and 64 had discussed most
of the powers that the new Constitution granted to the Senate. See THE FEDERALIST Nos. 62-63
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(probably James Madison), No. 64 (John Jay). The only "remaining powers" to be discussed
were those "comprised in [the Senate's] participation with the executive in the appointment to
offices, and in [the Senate's]judicial character," and Hamilton accordingly used Federalist Nos.
65 and 66 to "conclude" the discussion of the Senate "with a view of the judicial character of the
Senate" "as a court for the trial of impeachments." THE FEDERALIST No. 65, supra, at 396
(Alexander Hamilton).
As Hamilton's thinking on the subject of impeachment demonstrates, his choice of the
words ''.judicial" and "court for the trial of impeachments" was purposeful. See Nixon v. United

States, 938 F.2d 239,260 (D.C. Cir. 1991) (Randolph, J., concurring) ("The inference that the
framers intended impeachment trials to be roughly akin to criminal trials is reinforced by
seemingly unrefuted statements made by Alexander Hamilton during the ratification debates."),
aff'd, 506 U.S. 224 (1993). 22 For instance, Hamilton described the appointment of officers-

which is an executive function-and impeachment, as powers given to the Senate "in a distinct
capacity" from all of the Senate's other powers. THE FEDERALIST NO. 65, supra, at 396. By
citing those two powers in particular and separating them from all others bestowed on the Senate,
he thus conveyed that those powers were, unlike those that came before, not legislative.
Additionally, when Hamilton considered potential alternative "tribunal[s]," id. at 398, that might
be granted the power of trying impeachments, he considered the primary alternatives to be

22
Indeed, Hamilton's discussion of the Senate's impeachment power in Federalist Nos. 65 and 66. uses such
judicial terms repeatedly and consistently. Hamilton referred to the "court," the "court ofimpeaclunents," and the
"court for the trial of impeachments" a total of seventeen times. THE FEDERALIST Nos. 65-66, supra. at 396-407
(Alexander Hamilton). Moreover, when referring to impeachment, Hamilton also used the following additional
terms associated with the judicial nature of the proceeding: '1urisdiction" once; "offense(s)" or "offender•• five
times; Hprosecution" or"~prosecutors,, three times; Haccuscdt •~accusers/' ~'accusationt orHaccusing~' nine tjmes:
"case(s)" five limes; "decision," "decide," or "deciding" eight times; "innocence" or "innocelll" three times; "guilt"
or hguittf~ five tiJnes; ~~inquest/"' ""inquisitors/' or uinquiry'~ four times; Htribunal" twice; ~judges'~ or ~•judging'' ten
times; "sentence" or "sentenced, including "sentence of the law," five times: "party" once; "punishment" or
"punish" seven times; "conviction" once; "trial" or "try" four times, not counting instances of"courts for the trial of
impeachments"; "verdict(s)" twice; "liable" once; and "charges" once. ld.
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assignment of the power directly to the Supreme Court alone, id., or assignment to the "Supreme
Court with the Senate," id. at 399, underscoring the judicial nature of the impeachment-trial
power.
Most importantly, when Hamilton addressed the objection that making the Senate the
"court of impeachments" "confound[ed] legislative and judiciary authorities in the same body,"
he accepted the premise that granting the Senate the power to try impeachments produced an
"inten11ixture" of "legislative and judiciary authorities." THE FEDERALIST No. 66, supra, at 40 I;

see also THE FEDERALIST No. 81, supra, at 482 (Alexander Hamilton) (noting that there are
"men who object to the Senate as a court of impeachments, on the ground of an improper
intermixture of powers"). Such "partial interrnixture," he argued, is "not only proper but
necessary to the mutual defense of the several members of the government against each other."
THE FEDERALIST NO. 66, supra, at 401-02. He pointed out that many states at the time combined
legislative and judicial functions: the New York constitution made the New York Senate,
"together with the chancellor and judges of the Supreme Court, not only a court of
impeachments, but the highest judicatory in the State, in all causes, civil and criminal," id. at
402; in New Jersey, "the final judiciary authority [was] in a branch of the legislature," id. at
402 n. *; and "(i]n New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and South Carolina, one
branch of the legislature [was] the court for the trial of impeachments," id. These Federalist
Papers leave no doubt that the power to try impeachments was, in Hamilton's view, inherently
judicial. See Nixon, 938 F.2d at 261 (Randolph, J., concurring) ("From all of[Hamilton's]
statements, it can be reasonably inferred that the framers intended that the Senate would
approach its duty of trying impeachments with the solemnity and impartiality befitting judicial
action .... "}.
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Hamilton was not the only Founder who conceived of the impeachment. power as
inherently judicial. Notably, James Madison shared Hamilton's view. In Federalist No. 38,
Madison, like Hamilton, noted that a principle objection to the Constitution was "the trial of
impeachments by the Senate, ... when this power so evidently belonged to the judiciary
department" THE FEDERALIST No. 38, supra, at 236 (James Madison). Then, in Federalist No.
47, Madison defended this mixing of powers. In the British system, Madison pointed out, "the
legislative, executive, and judiciary departments are by no means totally separate and distinct
from each other" because, inter alia, "[o]ne branch of the legislative depaitment ... is the sole
depositary of judicial power in cases of impeachment." THE FEDERALIST No. 47, supra, at 302
(James Madison) (spelling irregularity in original). Such mixing, he pointed out, occurred in the
states as well, such as in New Hampshire, where "[t]he Senate, which is a branch of the
legislative department, is also a judicial tribunal for the trial of impeachments," and in
Massachusetts, where "the Senate, which is a pmt of the legislature, is a comt of impeachment,"
notwithstanding a declaration in the state's constitution "'that the legislative department shall
never exercise the ... judicial powers."' ld. at 304-05 (citing also to the "court for the trial of
impeachments" in New York "consist[ing] of one branch of the legislatnre and the principal
members of the judiciary department," id. at 305, and to the "coutt ofimpeachments" in
Delaware, "form[ed]" by "one branch of the [legislative department]," id. at 306)).
Hamilton and Madison's view is confirmed by the text of the Constitution. By making
the Senate the "court ofimpeachments," id. at 306; THE FEDERALIST NO. 65, supra, at 398
(Alexander Hamilton), the Framers tasked the Senate with a judicial assignment. Article I uses
judicial terms to refer to impeachment trials in three separate instances in the sixth clause of its
third section, stating that the Senate is granted "the sole Power to try all Impeachments"; "[w]hen
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the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside"; "[a]nd no person shall
be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present." U.S. CONST. art. I,
§ 3, cl. 6 (emphases added). The next clause continues the theme: "Judgment in Cases of

impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold
and enjoy any Office ... : but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to
[criminal prosecution]." Id. cl. 7 (emphases added). Article II, meanwhile, prevents the
President's power to pardon from extending to "Cases of Impeachment," id. art. II, § 2, cl. I
(emphasis added), and allows for removal of the President "on Impeachment for, and Conviction
of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors." Id. § 4 (emphases added).
Finally, even Article III-despite being the article devoted to the 'judicial" branch-reveals that
when it comes to impeachment, the Senate takes on a judicial character, for Article Ill requires
that "[tJhe Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases ofimpeachment, shall be by Jury." Id. art. III,§

2, cl. 3 (emphases added).
These words employed in the Constitution to describe the Senate's role-"trial,"
"convict," 'judgment," "case," "crime," and "misdemeanor"-are inherently judicial. Any
layperson asked whether a constitutionally prescribed "trial" of a "case" in order to reach a
''.judgment" as to whether a person should be "convicted" of a "crime" or "misdemeanor," is
judicial in character, would invaliably answer ves:-:ana lightly so.

Mazars, 2019 WL

5089748, at *32 (Rao, J., dissenting) ("Article I makes clear that in this [impeachment] role, the
Senate acts as a court trying impeachable offenses and renders judgment .... "); id. at *50
("Senate tlials of impeachment are an exercise of judicial power .... ").
Black's Law Dictionary confirms this intuition. "Trial" means

formal judicial

examination of evidence and detennination oflegal claims in an adversary proceeding." Trial,
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BLACK'S LAW DICTIONARY (l lth ed. 2019) [hereinafter BLACK'S]. "Convict" means "[t]o prove
or officially announce (a criminal defendant) to be guilty of a clime after proceedings in a law
court; specif., to find (a person) guilty of a criminal offense upon a criminal trial, a plea of guilty,
or a plea of nolo contendere (no contest)." Convict, BLACK'S. "Judgment" can mean either
"mental faculty" or "[a] court's final determination of the rights and obligations of the parties in
a case" (or, in English law,

opinion delivered by a member of the appellate committee of

the House of Lords; a Law Lord's judicial opinion"), Judgment, BLACK'S-and in the context of
other words like "trial" and "convict," the noscitur a sociis canon counsels against adopting the
first definition, see Yates v. United States, 135 S. Ct. 1074, 1085 (2015) (plurality) (explaining
that noscitur a sociis means that "a word is known by the company it keeps"). "Case" means, as
relevant here, "(a] civil. or criminal proceeding, action, suit, or controversy at law or in equity" or
"[a]n instance, occun-ence, or situation"-again, noscitur a sociis pushes strongly in favor of
relying on the first definition here. Finally, "crime" means "[a]n act that the law makes
punishable; the breach of a legal duty treated as the subject-matter of a criminal proceeding,"

Crim.e, BLACK'S, and "misdemeanor" means "[a] crime that is less serious than a felony and is
usu. punishable by fine, penalty, forfeiture, or confinement (usu. for a brief term) in a place other
than prison (such as a county jail)." Misdemeanor, BLACK's. 23 As these dictionary definitions
demonstrate, at every tum the Constitution uses words that mark the judicial nature of the
Senate's power to try impeachments.
Not surprisingly, therefore, the Supreme Court has confirmed, on at least three separate
occasions, that the Senate's power to try impeachments is judicial. First, in Hayburn 's Case, 2

The variation "high crime" similarly means "[a] crime that is very serious, though not necessarily a
felony." Crime, BLACK'S, and "high misdemeanor" historically meant in English law "[a] crime that ranked just
below treason in seriousness," Misdemewwr, BLACK'S.
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U.S. (2 Dall.) 408 (1792), the Court quoted a letter from "(t]he circuit court for the district of
North Carolina (consisting of Iredell, Justice, and Sitgreaves, District Judge)" observing that "no
judicial power of any kind appears to be vested [in the legislature], but the important one relative
to impeachments." Id. at 410 n.* (capitalization altered). Second, in Kilbourn, the Court
explained that

Senate ... exercises the judicial power of trying impeachments." l 03 U.S.

(13 Otto) at 191. Third, in Marshall

v. Gordon, 243 U.S. 521 (1917), the Court noted that

congressional contempt power can be "transformed into judicial authority" when a "committee
contemplat[es] impeachment." Id. at 547.
As the foregoing demonstrates, impeachment trials are judicial in nature, notwithstanding
the Founders' decision to make the Senate the "court of impeachments." As Chief Justice
Rehnquist stated, in considering a Senator's objection to House Managers' "referring to the
Senate sitting as triers in a trial of the impeachment of the President of the United States," I45
Cong. Rec. S279 (statement of Sen. Harkin), "the objection ... is well taken, that the Senate is
not simply a jury; it is a cou1t in this case," id. (statement of Chief Justice Rehnquist).
"Therefore," Chief Justice Rehnquist continued, "counsel should refrain from referring to the
Senators as jurors." Id. The views of the Senators participating in the last impeachment trial of a
sitting President confirm their understanding of their judicial role. See id. at S 1584 (statement of
Sen. Leahy) (noting that when "Senate is the comt," "Senators are not merely

as petit

jurors" but "have a greater role and a greater responsibility in this trial"); id. at S l 599 (statement
of Sen. Stevens) (noting that "an impeachment trial is no ordinary proceeding" and that Senators
"sit as judge and jury-rulers on law and triers of fact"); id. at S 1602 (statement of Sen.
Lieberman) (noting that impeachment "is unique in that it is a hybrid of the legislative and tile
judicial, the political and the legal" (quoting Senate Rules and Precedents Applicable to
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Impeachment Trials: Executille Session Hearing Before the S. Comm. on Rules and
Administration, 93rd Cong. 193 (1974) (statement of Sen. Mansfield)); icl. at S 1618 (statement of
Sen. Crapo) ("As each Senator took the oath to provide impartial justice, ... [nJo longer was the
Senate a legislative body, it was a court of impeachment. A unique court, to be sure, not
identical to traditional civil and criminal courts, but a court nonetheless.").
This further supports the conclusion that an impeachment trial constitutes "a judicial
proceeding" under Rule 6(e )(3 )(E){i). 24
3.

Historical Practice Before Enactment of Rule 6(e) Informs Interpretation of
that Rule

Historical practice confirms that, contrary to DOJ's position, Rule 6(e) does not bar
disclosure of grand jury information to Congress. Indeed, grand jury investigations have
prompted and infonned congressional investigations, and Rule 6(e) was meant to codify this
practice.

Several examples illustrate that Congress was afforded access to grand jury material prior
to the enactment of Rule 6(e) in 1946. In 1902, a House committee investigated allegations of
election fraud in St. Louis, Missouri, based on "a report of a grand jury which sat in St. Louis"

24

This analysis disposes of DOJ's argument that an impeachment trial is notjudieial in nature because
impeachment proceedings "are political." DOJ Resp. at 16. While the House "has substantial discretion to define
and pursue charges of impeachment," Maza rs, 2019 WL 5089748, at *28 (Rao, J., dissenting), the Constitution
nevertheless "limits the scope nfimpcaehable offenses." id. at *50 (citing U.S. CONST. art. II,§ 4); see id. at *32
("[l]mpeachment addresses a public official's wrongdoing-treason, bribery, and high crimes or misdemeanorswhile problems of general maladministration are left to the political process."); see also 3 Lewis Deschler,
Deschler's Precedentr of the House a/Representatives Ch. 14 App'x [hereinafter Deschler] ("The impeachment of
President Andrew Johnson ... rested on allegations that he had exceeded the power of his office and had failed to
respect the prerogatives of Congress."). Thus Hamilton, for instance, viewed an impeachment trial's charncler as
judicial even while he viewed impeachment offenses as "of a nature which may with peculiar propriety be
denominated POLITICAL." THE FEDERALIST No. 65 (emphasis in original). Further, while Members of the U.S.
Senate are politically accountable, this accountability merely ensures that Senators properly exercise their judicial
power to try impeachments. See MICHAEL J. GERHARDT, THE FEDERAL IMPEACHMENT PROCESS: A
CONSTITUTIONAL AND HISTORICAL ANALYSfS 110 (1996) ("[M]embers of Congress seeking reelection have a
political incentive to avoid any abuse of the impeachment power.... [Tlhe cumbersome nature of the impeachment
process makes it difficult for a faction guided by base personal or partisan motives to impeach and remove someone
from office.").
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that a city police board in the district apparently had assisted with the election fraud. 2 Asher C.
Hinds, Hinds' Precedents of the House ofRepresentatives Ch. 40 § l 123 [hereinafter Hinds]. 25
Twenty years later, in 1924, the Senate launched an investigation of a Senator who had been
indicted by a grand jury. 6 Cannon Ch. 188 § 399. Seeking to ensure that the congressional
investigation had access to all information relevant to the allegations, the chairman of the
investigating committee "sen(tJ a telegram to the presiding judge ... asking for the minutes of
the grand jury proceedings, the names of the witnesses, and the documentary evidence which had
gone before the grand jury," and subsequently received what he requested. ld. (indicating that
"reply to the telegram" helped the committee compile its list of witnesses, and that "[n]o
evidence [was] left out of the [Senate committee] hearings").
Again, in l 924, in response to a grand jury report from the Northern District of Illinois
implicating two unnamed Members of the House in a matter involving the payment of money,
the House directed the Attorney General to submit to it "the names ofthe two [Members] and the
nature of the charges made against them." ld. § 402. The Attorney General objected to the
request, but only insofar as the request would lead to "two tribunals attempting to act upon the
same facts and to hear the same witnesses at the same time," which would "result in confusion
and emban-assment and ... defeat the ends of justice." Jd. Accordingly, the Attorney General

15

Even earlier, in 1811. the House received a "copy ofa presentment against [territorial judge] Harry
Toulmin, ... made by the grand jury of Baldwin County, specifying charges against the said judge, which" "set in
motion" a House "inquiry" "looking to the impeachment" of Judge Toulmin. 3 Hinds Ch. 79 § 2488. Also. in 1921
a Senate committee confronted another allegation of election fnmd. and because the committee's investigation postdated a grand jury inquiry, the Senate committee had access to "everything before the grand jury which was deemed
at all relevant," because the material had been introduced at trial to HJC. 6 Clarence Cannon, Cannon 's Precedents
oflhe House of Repr11u111atives Ch. 159 § 74 [hereinafter Cannon]. In these instances, the grand jury information
was presumably no longer secret, but Chief Judge Sirica nevertheless deemed the l 81 ! Judge Toulmin "precedent"
to be "persuasive" when he ordered disclosure of the Watergate grand jury report. See in re Report &
Recommendation of June 6, 1972 Grand Jury (In re 1972 Grand Jwy Report), 370 F. Supp. 1219, 1230 (D.D.C.
1974) (Sirica, C.J.) ("If indeed [Rule 6(e)] merely codifies existing practice. there is convincing precedent to
demonstrate that common-law practice permits the disclosure here contemplated.").
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assured the House that if, "acting within its constitutional power (under Article I) to punish its
Members for disorderly behavior or to expel such Member, {the House] request[ed] that all the
evidence now in the possession of anyone connected with the Department of Justice ... be
turned over to

" he would "direct all such evidence, statements, and information obtainable to

be immediately turned over to [the House] or to such committee as may be designated by the
House." Id.

In 1946, Rule 6(e) was enacted to codify ctment practice and not "to create new law." In
re 1972 Grand Jury Report, 370 F. Supp. at 1229. As the Advisory Committee Notes explain,
Rule 6(e) "continues the traditional practice of secrecy on the part of members of the grand jury,
except when the court pennits a disclosure." FED. R. CRIM. P. 6(e) advisory committee's note l
(1944 adoption) (emphasis added); see also, e.g., Sells Eng'g, Inc., 463 U.S. at 425 (noting that
Rule 6(e) "codifie[d] the traditional rule of grand jury secrecy"); Haldeman, 501 F.Zd at 716
(MacKinnon, J, concurring in part and dissenting in part) (observing that Rule 6(e) "is a
codification of long-standing decisions that hold to the 'indispensable secrecy of grand jury
proceedings ... except where there is a compelling necessity'") (omission in original) (quoting
United States v. Procter & Gamble Co., 356 U.S. 677,683 (1958))). 26 The practice, albeit fairly
rare, of sharing grand jury information with Congress at the time of Rule 6(e)'s enactment lends
support to the conclusion that this mle, particularly the ':judicial proceedings" exception, is
correctly construed to include impeachment trials.
This conclusion is bolstered by the fact that these historical examples share a common
thread: allegations of election fraud and punishment of Members of Congress. In these

16
"In the absence of a clear legislative mandate, the Advisory Committee Notes [to the Federal Rules of
Criminal Procedure] provide a reliable source of insight into the meaning of a rule, especially when, as here, the rule
was enacted precisely as the Advisory Committee proposed." United States v. Vo1111, 535 U.S. 55, 64 n.6 (2002).
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situations, as with cases of impeachment, Congress is acting more in a judicial rather than a
legislative capacity. As the Supreme Court explained in Kilbourn, when the House "punish[es]
its own members and determin[es] their election," the House "partake[sJ" in some "degree" of
the "character" of a "court." 103 U.S. (l 3 Otto) at 189; see also id. at 190 ("Each House is by
the Constitution made the judge of the election and qualification of its members. In deciding on
these it has an undoubted rigbt to examine witnesses and inspect papers, subject to the usual
rights of witnesses in such cases; and it may be that a witness would be subject to like
punishment at the hands of the body engaged in trying a contested election, for refusing to
that he would if the case were pending before a court ofjudicature." (emphases added)).
Further, the Supreme Court has stated that the Senate has "certain powers, which are not
legislative, but judicial, in character," and that "[a]mong these is the power to judge of the
elections, returns, and qualifications of its own members." Barry v. United States ex rel.
Cunningham, 279 U.S. 597,613 (1929) (citing U.S. CONST. art. l, § 5, cl. I).

4.

Binding D.C. Circuit Precedent Forecloses Any Conclusion Other Than That
an Impeachment Trial is a "Jndicial Proceeding"

The D.C. Circuit has already expressly concluded at least twice-in Haldeman v. Sirica
and McKeever v. Barr-that an impeachment trial is a ''.judicial proceeding" under Rule 6(e), and
these decisions bind this Court. See also In re Sealed Motion, 880 F.2d at 1380 n.16 (quoting
approvingly a District of Kansas decision noting that Haldeman decided "disclosure of grand
jury material to [a] House Committee considering impeachment" was made preliminarily to or in
connection with a judicial proceeding (quoting United States v. Tager, 506 F. Supp. 707, 719 (D.
Kan. 1979)).
Fmty-five years ago, Chief Judge John Joseph Sirica ordered that the Watergate grand
jury's report on the President's conduct ("Watergate Roadmap") be sent to HJC, which was then
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engaged in an impeachment-related investigation of President Richard Nixon. See In re 1972

Grand Jury Report, 370 F. Supp. 1219. In ordering that disclosure, Chief Judge Sirica
confronted the same issue currently pending in this case: Is an impeachment trial a "judicial
proceeding" within the meaning of Rule

See id. at 1227. Chief Judge Sirica answered,

emphatically, yes. "(l]t should not be forgotten," he explained, "that we deal in a matter of the
most critical moment to the Nation, an impeachment investigation involving the President of the
United States." Id. at 1230. "Certainly Rule 6(e) [could not] be said to mandate" the
withholding of such a report from HJC. Id.
In Haldeman v. Sirica, the D.C. Circuit, sitting en bane, reviewed Chief Judge Sirica's
decision. Two defendants facing charges arising from the same grand jury investigation filed
petitions for writs of prohibition or mandamus, asserting that the release of the grand jury's
Watergate Roadmap to HJC would adversely affect their right to a fair trial. Haldeman, 501
F.2d at 714-15. Notably, by contrast to its position in the instant case, DOJ filed a memorandum
before the D.C. Circuit supporting Chief Judge Sirica's decision to release the grand jury report
to HJC. Id. at 714.
The D.C. Circuit agreed with Chief Judge Sirica, DOJ, and the grand jury, and thus
allowed the disclosure of grand jury materials to HJC to occur. In so doing, the Circuit rejected
the petitioners' argument that "the discretion ordinarily reposed in a trial court to make such
disclosure of grand jury prc1ce1!di1r1gs as he deems in the public interest is, by the terms of Rule
6(e) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, limited to circumstances incidental to judicial
proceedings and that impeachment does not fall into that category." Id. at 715. The Circuit
determined that Rule 6(e) presented no obstacle to the disclosure that Chief Judge Sirica had
ordered: "Judge Sirica has dealt at length with this contention ... in his filed opinion. We are in
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general agreement with his handling of these matters, and we feel no necessity to expand his
discussion." Id.
One judge-Judge MacKinnon-wrote separately in Haldeman, agreeing that Rule 6(e)'s
judicial proceeding exception authorized the disclosure. See id. at 717 (MacKinnon, J.,
concurring in part and dissenting in part). In fact, he pointed out that "[a]t oral argument the
prosecutor represented that this disclosure of the grand jury material to the House Judiciary
Committee and eventually possibly to the House and Senate is being made 'preliminarily to
(and) in connection with a judicial proceeding,' and explained that his "concurrence in the
release of the grand jury material ha[ d] taken this representation into consideration." Id.
(quoting FED. R. CRIM. P. 6(e)). For Judge MacKinnon, the problem with Chief Judge Sirica's
decision was that it had not gone far enough in disclosing grand jury material to HJC. See id. at
716 ("I would ... permit the House Judiciary Committee ... to have access not on! y to the
limited testimony accompanying the report and index but to the entire grand jury proceedings
under supervision of the court .... ").

Haldeman has stood the test of time. Earlier this year, in fact, the D.C. Circuit turned
back to Haldeman in McKeever. The primary issue in McKeever was whether courts possess
inherent authority to disclose grand jury materials, and the Circuit answered that question in the
nf'-<>>'lti,vf' 920 F.3d at 850. The Mc Keever dissent, though, argued that the majority's decision
conflicted with Haldeman. On the dissent's reading, Chief Judge Sirica's decision had been an
exercise of inherent authority, and Haldeman, in turn, "affirmed [Chief Judge Sirica's]
understanding that a district court retains discretion to release grand jury materials outside the
Rule 6(e) exceptions." Id. at 855 (Srinivasan, J., dissenting). 27 In response, the McKeever

27
DOJ relies on a footnote from a rm,w11eci,sion of this Court, see DOJ Resp. at 14-15 (quoting in re
Application to Unseal Dockets Related to
Counsel '.5 J998 Jnvesligalio11 ofPresident Cl/111011, 308 F.
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majority acknowledged "ambigu[ity]" in Haldeman's reasoning, but the majority opted to
"read[] the case to cohere, rather than conflict, with the Supreme Court and D.C. Circuit
precedents" that formed the basis for the McKeever holding. Id. at 847 n.3 (majority opinion).
Accordingly, the Circuit "read Haldeman as did Judge MacKinnon in his separate opinion
concurring in part, as fitting within the Rule 6 exception for 'judicial proceedings."' Id.
Together, Haldeman and McKeever hold that an impeachment trial is a "judicial

proceeding" under Rule 6(e), and these decisions bind this Court. See Save Our Cumberland
Mountains, Inc. v. Hodel, 826 F.2d 43, 54 (D.C. Cir. 1987) (Ginsburg, Ruth B., J., concurring)
(explaining that D.C. Circuit law is binding "unless and until overturned by the court en bane or
by Higher Authority"), vacated in part on reh 'g on other grounds, 857 F.2d 1516 (D.C. Cir.
1988) (en bane). These decisions alone require ruling in HJC's favor on the threshold
requirement that an impeachment trial is a "judicial proceeding" within the meaning of Rule
6(e). Indeed, in addition to Chief Judge Sirica and the Huldema11 Comt, every other coutt to
have considered releasing grand jury material to Congress in connection with an impeachment
investigation has authorized such disclosure. See Order, /11 Re: Grcmd Ju,y Investigation of U.S.
Dist. Judge G. Thomas Porteous, Jr., No. 2:09-mc-04346-CVSG (E.D. La. Aug. 6, 2009),
summarily aj]"d sub nom. In Re Grand Jury Proceeding, No. 09-30737 (5th Cir. Nov. 12, 2009);
In re Grand Jwy Proceedings of Grand Jury No. 81-1 (Miami), 669 F. Supp. 1072 (S.D. Fla.
1987), ajf'd sub nom. In re Req11estfo,· Access to Grand Jury Materials (Hastings), 833 F.2d
1438 (I Ith Cir. 1987). 28

Supp. 3d at 3l 8 n.4), for a plain reading of the term ''.judicial proceeding" as precluding application to a
congressional proceeding, but the cited decision read Haldeman, like Judge Srinivasan, as "allow[ing] for district
court disclosures beyond Rule 6(e)'s exceptions," Mckeever, 920 F.3d at 853 (Srinivasan, J., dissenting). The
Mckuver pnnel majority read Haldeman differently to include impeachment proceedings within the ''.judicial
proceeding" exception, and that reading now controls.
2•
DOJ describes as "telling[]" that "rulemakers did not include the possibility that a congressional proceeding
could constitute a judicial proceeding, even though" the 1983 amendments to Rule 6(e)(3)(E)(i) "post-dated
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DOJ strains to distinguish Haldeman and McKeever with arguments that are simply
unpersuasive. As to Haldeman, DOJ focuses on the procedural posture, claiming that "[t]he only
issue decided in that case was whether the petitioners had shown that the district court's order
was a 'clear abuse of discretion or usurpation of judicial power' from which the petitioners had a
clear and indisputable right to relief," and thus "it is unsurprising that the D.C Circuit was able to
deny the petition without engaging in any 'meaningful analysis of Rule 6(e) 's tenus."' DOJ
Resp. at 3 (first quoting Bankers Life & Cas. Co. v. Holland, 346 U.S. 379,383 (1952); then
quoting McKeever, 920 F.3d at 855 (Srinivasan, J., dissenting)); see Hr'g Tr. at 87:24-88: l
("That page-and-a-half decision talked about the standard of review being the extraordinary writ
of mandamus seven times in the opinion .... "). DOJ misreads Haldeman. When discussing
Rule 6(e), the mandamus standard is not mentioned, although this standard comes up repeatedly
in other parts of the opinion. Instead, after explaining that Chief Judge Sirica had "dealt at
length" with whether an impeachment trial is a judicial proceeding, the Haldeman Court

expressed "general agreement with his handling of these matters." 501 F.2d at 715. This
"agreement" was so strong, in fact, that the Haldeman majority felt "no necessity to expand
[Chief Judge Sirica's] discussion," id., "thereby subscrib[ing] to Chief Judge Sirica's rationale
for his disclosure order," McKeevet, 920 F.3d at 854 (Srinivasan, J., dissenting) (describing

Haldeman as having "ratified" Chief Judge Sirica's decision). 29 Notably, despite the affirming

Haldeman.'' DOJ Resp. at 18 n.12. If any inference can be gleaned from leaving the judicial proceeding exception
unchanged, however, the correct inference is that Congress "adopted the earlier judicial construction ofth[e]
phrase," Helsilm Healthcare S.A. v. Teva Pharm. USA. Inc., 139 S. Ct. 628, 633-34 (2019). namely: that disclosure
of grand jury material to Congress for an impeachment investigation was already authorized by this exception.
29
DOJ characterizes the Haldeman majority's "general agreement" with Chief Judge Sirica's reasoning as
indicating merely that the majority believed any error in Chief Judge Sirica's analysis did not merit reversal in light
of the deferential standard of review, DOJ Resp. at 21 (internal quotation marks omitted) (quoting Haldeman, 50 I
F.2d at 715), but appellate courts are not coy about acknowledging when decisions turn on standards of review, see.
e.g., Pallet Cos. v. NLRB, 634 Fed. App'x 800, 801 (D.C. Cir. 2015) (per euriam) ("Particularly in light of our
deferential standard of review, we have 110 basis to disturb Iha! credibility judgment."); Judgment, Giron v.
McFadden, 442 Fed. App'x 574,575 (D.C Cir. 2011) ("Particularly in light of the deferential standard of review,

41

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

1160
Case 1:19-gj-00048-BAH Document 46 Filed 10/25/19 Page 42 of 75

language in Haldeman, DOJ has gone so far as to say here that Rule 6(e) did not in fact authorize
the disclosure of the grand jury's Watergate Roadmap, which Chief Judge Sirica ordered
disclosed to HJC during the impeachment investigation of President Nixon. See Hearing Tr. at
89:21-90:2.
DOJ also discounts McKeever's analysis of Haldeman as mere dicta, contending that
McKeever "did not rule on the meaning of the term 'judicial proceeding,"' because "it was
undisputed that the historical grand jury infom1ation at issue fell entirely outside Rule 6(e)."
DOJ Resp. at 2. Again, DOJ is wrong. McKeever's interpretation of Haldeman was "'reasoning
essential' to the Court's holding." Apprendi v. New Jersey, 530 U.S. 466,488 n.14 (2000)
(quoting id. at 536 (O'Connor, J., dissenting)). Haldeman after all, was an en bane decision. If
Haldeman had been decided on inherent authority grounds, the Mc Keever panel would have had
no choice but to apply that precedent faithfully. The McKeever panel recognized as much;
indeed, this argument was the sole subject of the dissent. See 920 F.3d at 847 n.3 ("[O]ur
dissenting colleague cite[s] Haldeman ... as stepping outside the strict bounds of Rule 6(e).
id. at 853-55 (Srinivasan, J., dissenting). Thus, when the McKeever majority "read Haldeman as
did Judge MacKinnon in his separate opinion concurdng in part, as fitting within the Rule 6
exception for 'Judicial proceedings," id. at 847 n.3 (majorit.y opinion), the majority made that
interpretation the binding law in this Circuit. 30

we hold that the District Court did not abuse its discretion ...."), rather than straightforward approval of the
decision below. The Haldeman Court did the latter.
When queried about rewnciling DOJ's current position with its historical support of providing grand jury
materials to Congress for use in impeachment inquiries, DOJ responded that its position has "evolved." Hr'g Tr. at
85:24. No matter how glibly presented, however, an "evolved" legal position may be
"[W]here a party
assumes a certain position in a legal proceeding, and succeeds in maintaining that position, may not thereafter,
because his interests have changed, assume a contrary position ...." New Hampshire v. Maine, 532 U.S.
(2001) (alteration in original) (internal quotation mark omitted) (quoting Dm•,:~ v. lVakelee, 156 U.S. 680,
689 {l 895)), This rule also applies when a party, including a governmental entity, makes "a claim in a legal
proceeding that is inconsistent with a claim taken by that party in a previous proceeding." Id. at 749 (internal
quotation mark omitted), see also Id. at 755-56 (applying estoppel to a state government). Here, DOJ has changed
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Most troubling, DOJ's proposed reading of'judicial proceeding" raises constitutional
concerns. DOJ policy is that a sitting President cannot be indicted, OLC Op., which policy
prompted the Special Counsel to abstain from "mak[ing] a traditional prosecutorial judgment" or
otherwise "draw[ing] ultimate conclusions about the President's conduct." Mueller Report at II-

8. This leaves the House as the only federal body that can act on allegations of presidential
misconduct. Yet, under DOJ's reading of Rule 6(e), the Executive Branch would be empowered
to wall off any evidence of presidential misconduct from the House by placing that evidence
before a grand jury. Rule 6(e) must not be read to impede the House from exercising its "sole
Power ofimpeachment." U.S. CONST. art I,§ 2, cl. 5; cf. Trump v. Comm. on Oversight and

Re.form of U.S. House of Representatives, 380 F. Supp. 3d 76, 95 (D.D.C. 2019) ("It is simply
not fathomable that a Constitution that grants Congress the power to remove a President for
reasons including criminal behavior would deny Congress the power to investigate him for
unlawful conduct .... "), ajf'd sub nom. Trump v. Mazars USA, LLP, No. 19-5142, 2019 WL
5089748 (D.C. Cir. 20L9).

*

*

its longstanding position regarding whether impeachment trials are "judicial proceedings" and whether Haldeman so
held. In Haldeman itself, the special prosecutor argued for discl()sure ()f the grand jury materials and "represented
that this disclosure of the grand jury material to the House Judiciary Committee and eventually possibly to the
House and Senate [was] being made 'preliminarily to (and) in connection with a judicial proceeding."' Haldenum,
501 F.2d at 717 (MacKinnon, J. concurring in part and dissenting in part) (quoting FED. R. CRIM. P. 6(e)). Similarly,
when gnmdjury material was released to HJC during the impeachment~ of Judges Hastings and Porteous, DOJ
raised no objections. See Hastings, 833 F.2d al 1441-42 ("[Tlhe Department of Justice has stated that it has 'no
objection' to this disclosure to the Committee."): Order, In Re: Grand Jury Investigation of U.S. Dist. Judge G.
Thomas Porteous, Jr., No. 2:09-mc-04346-CVSG, at 2 ("DOJ does not oppose the request."). Most importantly, in
McKeever itself DOJ successfully ari:ued-just hut ye,1r-that the D.C. Circuit has "treated Haldeman as standing
only for the proposition that an impeachment proceeding may qualify as a 'judicial proceeding' for purposes of Rule
6(e)," see Brief for Appellee at 37, McKeeve1; 920 F.3d 842 (No. 17-1549). and the D.C. Circuit agreed, see
McKuver, 920 F.3d at 847 n.3. DOJ's position has had a speedy evolution indeed. Nevertheless, since DOJ's
reading of Haldeman and Mc Keever fails on the merits, further consideration of whether DOJ's new position is
estopped is unnecessary.
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within the meaning of Rule 6(e).

B.

demonstrandum.

HJ C's Consideration of Articles of Impeachment is "Preliminarily
To" an Impeachment Trial

Rule 6(e)(3)(E)(i)'s authorization of disclosure "preliminarily to or in connection with a
judicial proceeding" is "an affirmative limitation on the availability of court-ordered disclosure
of grand jury materials." Baggot, 463 U.S. at 480. Thus, "[i]f the primary purpose of disclosure
is not to assist in preparation or conduct of a judicial proceeding, disclosure under ([E])(i) is not
pennitted." Id. For HJ C's cmTent impeachment-related proceedings to qualify as "preliminarily
to ... a judicial proceeding" and disclosure to be permissible, HJC must be engaged in an
investigation that is "related fairly directly to" an "anticipated" impeachment trial. Id. As
explained in more detail below, the "primary purpose," id., ofHJC's investigation is to
determine whether to recommend articles of impeachment and HJC therefore satisfies this
prerequisite for disclosure.
1.

Governing Legal Principles Demonstrate That House Proceedings Can be
"Preliminarily To" a Senate Impeachment Trial

The Supreme Court has addressed the issue of how to apply Rule 6(e)'s "preliminarily
to" requirement only once, in Baggot. There, the Court addressed two situations-one that met
the "preliminarily to" requirement, and one that did not First, the Supreme Court considered an
Internal Revenue Service ("IRS") "audit of civil tax liability," the purpose of which was "not to
prepare for or conduct litigation, but to assess the amount of tax liability through administrative
channels." ld. This failed the "preliminarily to" test because, even "[a]ssuming arguendo that
this audit will inevitably disclose a deficiency," "[t]he IRS's decision is largely self-executing, in
the sense that it has independent legal force of its own, without requiring prior validation or
enforcement by a court." ld. at 481. By contrast, the Court discussed a second situation where

44

JA

39-403

01/17/2020

1163
Case 1:19-gj-00048-BAH Document 46 Filed 10/25/19 Page 45 of 75

"the IRS had closed its audit and issued a notice of deficiency, and the taxpayer had clearly
expressed its intention to seek redetermination of the deficiency in the Tax Court." Id. at 483. In
that second situation, the Supreme Court explained the Seventh Circuit "correctly held ... that
the IRS may seek [Rule 6(e)(3)(E)(i)] disclosure" because "[i]n such a case, the Government's
primary purpose is plainly to use the materials sought to defend the Tax Court litigation, rather
than to conduct the administrative inquiry that preceded it" Id.

In re Grand Jury

Proceedings (Miller Brewing Co.), 687 F.2d 1079 (7th Cir. 1982)).
Between these two situations, a myriad of alternative circumstances is possible. The
Supreme Court abstained, however, in footnote 6, from defining precisely "the level of
likelihood of litigation that must exist before an administrative action is preliminary to
litigation." Id. at 482 n.6. In so doing, the Court acknowledged, in practical te1ms, how
investigations evolve to reach the point of contemplating litigation, stating:
[a]s a general matter, many an investigation, begun to detennine
whether there has been a violation of law, reaches a tentative
affirmative conclusion on that question; at that point, the focus of
the investigation commonly shifts to ascertaining the scope and
details of the violation and building a case in support of any
necessary enforcement action.

ld. (emphasis in original). Given these practical realities, the Court declined to specify "how

'preliminar[yJ to a judicial proceeding,"' id. (alteration in original), noting that in the case before

it, the Court was confronted with a "clear" case of the "IRS's proposed use" being to "assess[J
taxes rather than to prepare for or to conduct litigation," id. at 483.
The D.C. Circuit similarly has had limited opportunity to consider application of the
"preliminarily to" requirement in Rule 6(e). Post-Baggot, the D.C. Circuit has made clear that "a
party requesting grand jury mate1ial must demonstrate that his 'primary purpose' for acquiring
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the material is preliminary to or in connection with a judicial proceeding." In re Sealed Motion,
880 F.2d at 1379 n.15. 31 As suggested by Baggot's footnote 6, the D.C. Circuit has further
indicated that an investigation can be "preliminarily to" a judicial proceeding even though no
litigation is actually pending but may only be "possible." In re Grand Jury, 490 F.3d at 986
(holding that grand jury investigation satisfies the "preliminarily to" test as "preliminary to a
possible criminal trial").
DOJ actually makes little effort to dispute that if an impeachment trial is a judicial
proceeding, the House's consideration of articles of impeachment is "preliminary to" that
proceeding at least in some circumstances. DOJ Resp. at 26, n.15; see id. at 24-30. DOJ is wise
not to waste much energy on that argument. To the extent the House's role in the impeachment
context is to investigate misconduct by the President and ascertain whether that conduct amounts
to an impeachable offense warranting removal from office, the House performs a function
somewhat akin to a grand jury, See In re 1972 Gram! Jury Report, 370 F. Supp. at 1230 (stating
that House "acts simply as [a] grand jury.

3 Hinds Ch. 72 § 2343 ("The analogy between the

function of the House in this matter [referring to I 804 impeachment of Justice Samuel Chase]
and that of a grand jury was correct and forcible.

id. Ch. 54 § 1729 (explaining in the context

of an 18 I 8 "inquiry into the conduct of clerks in the Executive Departments" "that the House
was in the relation of a grand jury, to the nation, and that it was the duty of the House to examine

id, Ch. 79 § 2505 (explaining in 1873 during the
impeachment of Judge Delahay that "[t]he Senate is a perpetual court ofimpeachment, and in

31
At least two other circuits have reached the same conclusion. See Patton I'. C.l.R., 799 F.2d 166, 172 (5th
Cir. 1986} ("In Baggot, the Supreme Court observed that Rule [6(e)(3)(E)(i)J 'contemplates only uses related fairly
directly to some identifiable litigation. pending or anticipated,' as measured by the 'primary purpose of the
disclosure.'" (quoting Baggot, 463 U.S. at 480)); In re Barker, 741 F.2d 250,254 (9th Cir. 1984) ("Under Baggot,
the proper inquiry is whether the primary purpose of the disclosure is to assist in the preparation or conduct of
judicial proceedings.").
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presenting these articles we act only as a grand jury"); Maza1:f, 2019 WL 5089748, at *32 (Rao,
J., dissenting) ("In the context of an impeachment inquiry, the House serves as a kind of grand
jury, investigating public officials for misconduct."); cl Jefferson's Manual ofParliamentaiy

Procedure§ 615a ("Jejfe1:wn 's Manual") ("[The English House of Commons] have been
generally and more justly considered, as is before stated, as the grand jury."). 32
Accordingly,just as a grand jury investigation is "preliminary to a possible criminal
trial," In re Grand Jury, 490 F.3d at 986, a House impeachment inquiry occurs preliminarily to a
possible Senate impeachment trial.

2.

HJC's Primary Purpose is to Determine Whether to Recommend Articles of
Impeachment

HJC's investigation is in fact "preliminarily to" an impeachment trial because its primary
purpose is to determine whether to recommend articles of impeachment. Before detailing how
the record of House and HJC impeachment activities verifies this primary purpose, DOJ's and
Representative Collins' proposed criteria for meeting the "preliminarily to" test are considered
and, due to their critical shortcomings, rejected.

a.

DOJ's Proposed "Preliminarily To" Test is Contrary to Baggot

Despite the clarity with which the Supreme Court "decline[d]," Baggot, 463 U.S. at 482
n.6, to draw the line when an investigation becomes "preliminruily to ... a judicial proceeding,"
DOJ relies heavily on Baggot to contend that HJC's inquiry fails to cross that line. See DOJ
Resp. at 24-25. In this vein, DOJ construes Baggot as requiring HJC to show that its

2
The grand jury analogy is not perfect. St•e 145 Cong. Rec. Sl586 (1999) (statement of Sen. Leahy) (noting
that the analogy between the House and a grand jury is "loose" (quoting Baclcgrormd and History of lmpeachmmt:
Hearing Before the S11bcomm. On the CmJS1ir11tio11 <?{the HJC, 105th Cong., XX S. Doc. 106-3 at 228 (statement of
Laurence H. Tribe) ( 1998)). When the House decides whether to impeach, it functions as more than a "mere
'accuser.'" Id. "The House's constitutional responsibility for charging the President should not be misinterpreted to
justify applying only a grand jury's 'probable cause' standard ofproot:" ld, at Sl587, Rather, "House Members
who vote to impeach should also be convinced th(el President has so abused the public trust and so threatens the
public that he should be removed," Id,
'
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investigation "must lead to referral of articles of impeachment to the floor of the House," id. at
25, and further that "referral of articles of impeachment 'must' lead to a Senate trial," id. Short
of those dual showings of action in the House and in the Senate, DOJ posits that HJC's
investigation amounts only to

nonlitigative function," id. at 27 (quoting

463 U.S. at

483), with only a "tenuous" connection to an impeachment trial, id. at 25, which is "entirely
hypothetical rather than 'likely to emerge,"' id. at 29 (quoting Baggot, 463 U.S. at 480)).
The line-drawing suggested by DOJ-requiring dual showings of the House's intention
to pass articles of impeachment plus a guaranteed Senate impeachment trial-ignores first the
Supreme Court's expressed appreciation that, even in the midst of an investigation, the focus can
shift to "building a case" and then qualify as preliminarily to "any necessary enforcement
action." Baggot, 463 U.S. at482 n.6. Nor is DOJ's requirement ofa guarantee of a Senate
impeachment trial grounded in

Baggot made clear that the requisite judicial proceeding

need not be subject to initiation by the party seeking disclosure or pending at the time of the
requested grand jury disclosure; the proceeding need only be "anticipated," id. at 480, or
"possible," In re Grand Jury, 490 F.3d at 986; see Baggot, 463 U.S. at 482-83 ("We also do not
hold that ... a private party who anticipates a suit ... may never obtain ([E])(i) disclosure of
grand jury materials any time the initiative for litigating lies elsewhere. Nor do we hold that
such a party must always await the actual commencement of litigation before obtaining
disclosure."). Thus, DOJ's proposed criteria to demonstrate a "primary purpose" for an
impeachment inquiry are rejected.
DOJ also reasons that HJC's proceedings here are not "preliminarily to" impeachment
because "the Committee's actions thus far. . at most amount to an exploratory inquiry where
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impeachment is one of many possible outcomes." DOJ Resp. at 24. 33 Even if DOJ were correct
that only some congressional committee investigations are "preliminarily to" an impeachment
trial, see In re Uranium Gremel Jury, 1979 WL 1661, at *7 (determining that Rule 6(e) is not
satisfied where a House committee "makes a somewhat vague assertion that one ofthe reasons it
needs to examine the transcripts is that it might result in its recommendation to the House
Judiciary Committee that impeachment proceedings be initiated"), DOJ is wrong in this instance,
as detailed infra in Part m.B.2.C.

b.

No Ho11se "Impeachment Inquiry" Resolution is Required

Relatedly, Representative Collins asserts that HJC's investigation cannot be
"preliminarily to" an impeachment trial until the full House passes a resolution authorizing a
"fonnal impeachment proceeding." Collins Mero. at 1. DOJ equivocates on this proposed bright
line test to meet the "preliminarily to" requirement, Hr'g Tr. at 69:10-l l, but seems to indicate
that the House must go at least that far, see DOJ Resp. at 28. Like all bright-line rules, this
"House resolution" test is appealing in terms of being easy to apply. Yet, the reasoning
supporting this proposed test is fatally flawed. The precedential support cited for the "House
resolution" test is cherry-picked and incomplete, and more significantly, this test has no textual
support in the U.S. Constitution, the governing rules of the House, or Rule 6(e), as interpreted in
binding decisions.

33

Some ofDOJ's arguments regarding whether HJC meets the "preliminarily to" test have been mooted due
to developments in the possible impeachment of President Trump since the pending application was filed. DOJ, for
instance, initially argued that statements by the Speaker and the House Majority Leader showed that "the House
Democratic caucus was 'not even close' to an 'impeachment inquiry."' DOJ Resp. at 27 (quoting Rep. Nancy Pelosi
Im1>ea;c/1111ent
CNN (June 11, 2019), http:1/transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRI
(D-CA) Comim1cs
PTS/1906/l l/cnr.04html).
may have
true in June, but not now, after the Speaker herself announced in
September that the full House is "moving forward with an official impeachment inquiry." Pelosi Remarks
Armouncing lmpeachmeflf lnqni1y (Sept. 24, 20!9), https://perma.cc/6EQM-34PT [hereinafter Pelosi Tr.].
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Turning first to the arguments that stem from precedent, DOJ and Representative Collins
state that the "impeachments of Presidents Clinton and Andrew Johnson were investigated in
multiple phases with each phase authorized by the House's adoption of resolutions." DOJ Resp.
at 28; see also Collins Mem. at 9--12 (stating that for presidential impeachments, including the
likely impeachment of President Nixon had he not resigned, "the full House voted to authorize
impeachment proceedings"). Even were this statement accurate, which it is not, the manner in
which the House has chosen to conduct impeachment inquiries encompasses more than past
Presidents and no sound legal or constitutional reason has been presented to distinguish the
House's exercise ofimpeachment authority for a President from the exercise of such authority
more generally. 34
Indisputably, the House has initiated impeachment inquiries of federal judges without a
House resolution "authorizing" the inquiry. See, e.g., H.R. Rep. No. 101-36, at 13-16 (1988)
(describing proceedings with respect to Judge Walter Nixon leading up to HJC's
recommendation of articles of impeachment, with no mention of an authorizing resolution); H.
R. Res. 320, IO0th Cong. (as passed by the House Dec. 2, 1987) (authorizing taking of affidavits
and depositions during the impeachment investigation of Judge Hastings, without any formal
House resolution for an "impeachment inquiry"); H.R. Rep. No. 99-688, at 3-7 (1986)
(describing proceedings with respect to Judge Harry Claiborne leading up to HJC's

34

DOJ and Representative Collins offer only one argument for distinguishing presidential and judicial
impeachments: that the House "has delegated initial investigatory authority for impeachment to the U.S. Judicial
Conference through the passage of the Judicial Conduct and Disability Act of !980." Collins Mem. at 10 n.12
(citing 28 U.S.C. ~ 355(b)); see also Hr'g Tr. at 83:21-84:23 (OOJ) (raising similar argument). Yet, during the
investigations of Judge Porteous and Judge Hastings. HJC did not rely on the Judicial Conference to furnish relevant
grand jury material but instead petitioned for and received relevant grand jury material directly from the courts
supervising the grandjury investigations of the judges at issue. See Hastings, 833 F.2d 1438; Order, In Re: Grand
.fury lrivestigation of U.S. Dis/. Judge G. Thomas Porteous, Jr.. No. 2:09-mc•04346-CVSG. Moreover, the
impeachment inve~tigation of Justice Douglas, which went forward without a House Resolution, occurred in 1970,
before the Judicial Conduct and Disability Act of 1980 was adopted. See Final Rep011011 Associate Justice William
0. Douglas. Special Subcomm. 011 H.R. Res. 920 of the House Comm. 011 the Judiciary, 91 st Cong. ( l 970).
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recommendation of articles of impeachment, with no mention of an authorizing resolution); 3
Deschler Ch. 14 § 5 ("In the case of Justice Douglas, the Committee on the Judiciary authorized
a

subcommittee to investigate the charges, without the adoption by the House of a

resolution specifically authorizing an investigation."). Furthennore, federal judges have been

impeached by the House without a House resolution "authorizing" an inquiry. See H.R. Res. 87,
!Olst Cong. (1989) (impeaching Judge Nixon); H.R. Res. 499 100th Cong. (1988) (impeaching
Judge Hastings); H.R. Res. 461, 99th Cong. (1986) (impeaching Judge Claiborne). In the course
of an impeachment proceeding against a federal judge, the House has also obtained grand jury
material to assist in an impeachment inquiry that was not "authorized" by a

House

information to HJC).
Even in cases of presidential impeachment, a House resolution has never, in fact, been
required to begin an impeachment inquiry. In the case of President Johnson, a resolution
"authoriz[ing]" HJC "to inquire into the official conduct of Andrew Johnson" was passed after
HJC "was already considering the subject." 3 Hinds Ch. 75 § 2400. In the case of President
Nixon, HJC started its investigation well before the House passed a resolution authorizing an
impeachment inquiry. See 3 Deschler Ch. 14, § 15 (Parliamentarian's Note) (noting that even
before "the adoption of' the Nixon impeachment-inquiry resolution, "House Resolution 803,"
HJC "had been conducting an investigation into the

of impeachment against President

Nixon," such as by "hir[ingJ special counsel for the impeachment inquiry"). 35 In the case of
President Clinton, the D.C. Circuit authorized the disclosure of grand jury materials to Congress

is
DOJ and Representative Collins both agree that the events leading up to President Nixon's resignation are
relevant historical precedent for the purpose of the current inquiry, even !hough President Nixon left office before he
could be impeached. See Hr'g Tr. at 71:13-19 (DOJ); Collins Mem. at 9-10.
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on July 7, 1998, see HJC App., Ex. Q, Order, In re Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan Assoc.,
Div. No. 94-1 (D.C. Cir. Spec. Div. July 7, 1998) (percuriam), ECF No. 1-18, even though no
impeachment resolution had yet been adopted and was not adopted by the House until four
months later, see H. R. Res. 525, 105th Cong. (1998) (authorizing, on October 8, 1998, HJC to
"investigate fully and completely whether sufficient grounds exist for the House of
Representatives to exercise its constitutional power to impeach" President Clinton).36
While close scrutiny of the historical record undercuts that justification for the "House
resolution" test proposed by Representative Collins, the more significant flaw with this proposal
is as follows: while this test may address political legitimacy concerns, which are best resolved
in the political arena, no governing law requires this test-not the Constitution, not House Rules,
and not Rule 6(e), and so imposing this test would be an impem1issible intrusion on the House's
constitutional authority both to "determine the rules of its proceedings" under the Rulemaking
Clause, U.S. CONST., Art. I, § 5, cl. 2, and to exercise "the sole power of Impeachment" under
the Impeachment Clause, id.§ 2, cl. 5. This Court "ha[s] no authority to impose," by judicial
order, a paiticular structure on House proceedings. Mazars, 2019 WL 5089748, at *24. In
Mazars, for example, the D.C. Circuit r~jected the position that enforcement of a House

Oversight and Reform Commiuee subpoena of a third-party's records related to President Trump
and his business associates was inappropriate until the "full House" granted the Committee

"express authority to subpoena the President for his personal financial records." Id. at *24
(internal quotation marks omitted). Citing the Constitution's Rulemaking Clause, the D.C.

16
·
OOJ dismisses the example of the House "s impeachment of President Clinton, contending that the thenoperative Independent Counsel Act provided independent authorization for disclosure of grand jury material to
Congress. OOJ Resp. at 22-23. Putting aside whether 001 correctly reads the now-lapsed independent counsel
statute, this contention only confirms that full House impeachment resolutions have not been a neces~ary predicate
fur fUC to commence an impeachment investigation and obtain access to 1,>rand jury material to assist in that
investigation.
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Circuit explained that "unless and until

adopts a rule that offends the Constitution, the

courts get no vote in how each chamber chooses to run its internal affairs." Id.; see tilso Barker

v. Conroy, 921 F.3d 1118, l I30 (D.C. Cir. 2019) (noting that "'making the Rules ... [isJ a power
that the Rulemaking Clause reserves to each House alone'" (quoting United States v.
Rostenkowski, 59 F.3d 1291, 1306-07 (D.C. Cir. 1995)). This Court likewise lacks authority to

require the House to pass a resolution tasking a committee with conducting an impeachment
inquiry.
Representative Collins shifts gears with an alternative challenge to HJC's petition,
contending that, even if no House rule prohibits HJC from beginning an impeachment
investigation without a House resolution, the House has not "delegate[dJ such authority to the
Committee," and HJC has no powers except those expressly granted to it. Collins Mem. at 6.
Pressing this point, he argues that the House has thus far delegated only "legislative and
oversight authority to the Committee," not "impeachment authority," id. at 5, and, further, that
the Speaker of the House may not "unilaterally delegate to the Committee the House's
impeachment power," id. at 13-14. These contentions are, at worst, red herrings and, at best,
incotTect.
At the outset, the distinction drawn by Representative Collins between Congress's

"legislative and oversight authority" and Congress's "impeachment autho1ity," is not so rigid as
he makes out. Nothing "in the Constitution or case law ... compels Congress to abandon its
legislative role at the first scent of potential illegality and confine

to the

impeachmenlproccss." Mawrs, 2019 WL5089748, at *18. 37 In any event, the House has

The distinction between Congress' legislative and impeachment authority, even if otherwise sound, has
questionable relevance to the Rule 6(e) analysis. The "preliminarily to" requirement depends on the "primary
purpose" disclosure would serve, not the source of authority Congress acts under.
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sufficiently delegated to HJC the authority to conduct an impeachment inquiry in at least two
ways. Jefferson's Manual-which under House Rule XXI "'govem(s] the House in all cases to
which [it is] applicable and in which [it is] not inconsistent with the Rules and orders of the
House"'-provides that impeachment can be "set[] ... in motion" by "a resolution introduced by
a Member and refem~d to a committee" as well as "facts developed and reported by an
investigating committee of the House." Jefferson's Manual§ 603.3 8 Additionally, the full
House has authorized, in Resolution 430, HJC to bring this suit and simultaneously granted HJC

"any and all necessary authority under Article I of the Constitution." RR. Res. 430, 116th
Cong. (as passed by House June l l, 2019) (emphases added). 39
As to Representative Collins' last point regarding the Speaker's statement, HJC never
claims that the Speaker possesses the power to authorize an impeachment inquiry solely by
saying so. Rather, HJC points to the Speaker's statement as evidence of the p1imary purpose of
HJC's investigation. The Speaker's statement is, in fact, highly probative evidence on that
score. 40 Even DOJ does not dispute that statements made by the House Speaker may be

38

Jefferson ·s Manual is one of the "fundamental source material(sJ for parliamentary procedure used in the
House of Representatives." Thomas J. Wickham, Constitution, Jejfe1:w11 ·s ,';famml, and Rules ofthe House
Representatives of the United States One f/1mdred Fi(leemh Congress nt v (20 l 7).
39
Challenge to a specific committee action on grounds that HJ C's authority was in doubt would be
unreviewable. "[U]nless and until Congress adopts a rule that offonds the Constitution," judicial review of House
rules is inappropriate. Mazars, 2019 WL 5089748, at *24. Here, neither DOJ nor Representative Collins complains
that HJC's actions or authorizing House mies suffer from a "constitutional infirmity." Va11der Jagt v. O'Neill, 699
F.2d l 166, 1173 (D.C. Cir. 1983). That distinguishes this case from Tobin v. United Stares, 306 F.2d 270 (D.C. Cir.
1962), which Representative Collins heavily relies on; there the Hoose resolution at issue raised "serious and
difficult" constitutional issues. ld. at 275; see also Mozars, 2019 WL 5089748, at *24 (similarly distinguishing
Tobin).
Citing Speaker Pelosi's September 2019 statement, Re1ore1,en1tati'veCollins also argues that HJC's
investigation is not "preliminarily to" a Senate impeachment
because the "impeachment inquiry" announced by
the Speaker will "be handled by three other committees and focus 'narrowly on the Ukraine matter"' rather than on
allegations in the Mueller Report. Collins Mem. at 14 (quoting Rachael Blade and Mike DeBonis, Democrats Count
011 Schiff to Deliver Focused lmpcachmellf Inquiry of Trump, WASH. POST (Sept. 29, 2019), https://www. washington
post.com/politics/pelosi-tums-10-schiff-10-lead-house-democrats•impeachment-lnquiry-of•trump/2019/09/
28/ed6c4608-el49-l le9-8dc8-498eabcl29a0_story.html). This argument is misguided, first, because Speaker
Pelosi made clear that "six [c]ommittces"--including HJG,-wou!d "proceed with their investigations under that
umbrella of impeachment inquiry," Pelosi Tr., and thus HJC plainly remains engaged. Second, the current focus on
President Trump's interactions with the foreign leader of Ukraine is pertinent, not to the "preliminarily to"

"°
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probative in evaluating the "primary purpose" ofHJC inquiries, as DOJ too has relied on the
Speaker's statements in its arguments about satisfaction of the "preliminarily to" requirement.

See DOJ Resp, at 3, 26-27.
c.

Tile Record of House and HJC lmpeacliment Activities Here Meets tlze
"Preliminarily To'' Test

Having dispatched DOJ's and Representative Collins' unsupported criteria for
the "preliminarily to" test, examination of the record before the Court is essential to assess
whether HJC has satisfied the actual inquiry: Baggot's "primary purpose" test. As HJC explains,
the purpose of HJC's investigation and the requested disclosure is "to determine whether to
recommend articles of impeachment," HJC App. at 3, and the record evidence supports that
claim. Determining whether to recommend articles of impeachment may not have been the
primary purpose ofHJC's investigation initially, but that is ofno moment. "Congress's decision
whether, and ifso how," to act "will necessarily depend on what information it discovers in the
course of an investigation, and its preferred path forward may shift as members educate
themselves on the relevant facts and circumstances." Mazars, 2019 WL 5089748, at * 13. While
HJC is "pursuing a legitimate legislative objective [it] may ... choose to move from legislative
investigation to impeachment," id. at *18, and that is precisely what occurred here, as a review of
the record evidence in chronological order demonstrates.
The beginnings of HJC's current investigation trace to January 3, 2019, when a resolution
calling for President Trump's impeachment was introduced, see H.R. Res. 13, 116th Cong.
(2019), and, in keeping with standard practice, then referred to HJC for consideration, 165 Cong.
Rec. H201, H211 (daily ed. Jan. 3, 2019) (referring H.R. Res. 13 to HJC). This resolution

requirement, but to the issue of whether HJC has show11 a "particularized need'' for the redacted grand jury materials
in the Mueller Report. As to the "preliminarily to" requirement, the Ukrainian developments simply underscore that
the investigations currently proceeding in the House may lead to a Senate impeachment trial.
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remains under review before HJC. See All Actions H.Res.13- 116th Congress (2019-2020),
https://www.congress.gov/bill/l l6th-congress/house-resolution/l3/all-actions.
HJC turned to the subject of impeachment in earnest after the release of the Mueller
Report. On June 6, 2019, HJC issued a report that accompanied a resolution recommending that
AG Barr be held in contempt of Congress for failing to comply with a subpoena for production
of the unredacted Mueller Report and underlying materials. See H.R. Rep. No. 116- l 05 (2019)
("Contempt Report"). That Contempt Report explained that among the "purposes" ofHJC's
"investigation into the alleged obstruction of justice, public corruption, and other abuses of
power by President Donald Trump" was to "consider[] whether any of the conduct described in
the Special Counsel's Report warrants the Committee in taking any further steps under
Congress' Article I powers," "includ[ing] whether to approve articles of impeachment with
respect to the President." Id. at 13.
Significantly, on June 11, 2019, the full House voted to ensure HJC possessed the
authority needed to continue this investigation. The House approved, by a vote of 229 to 191, a
resolution allowing HJC "to petition for disclosure ofinformation" related to the Mueller
to bring the instant action. H.R. Res. 430, I 16th Cong. (2019). House Resolution
430 expressly authorized HJC to bring a petition pursuant to Rule 6(e)'s "'preliminarily to ... a
judicial proceeding"' exception, id. (omission in

(quoting FED. R. CRIM. P.

6(e)(3)(E)(i)), and, as noted above, granted HJC, in connection with that authorization, "any and

all necessary authority under Article I of the Constitution," id. (emphases added),
By July, HJC's investigation had become focused on the impeachment power, as

""r""'~"n in a July 11, 2019 memorandum issued by HJC Chairman Nadler explaining that HJC
is "detennin[ing] whether the Committee should recommend articles of impeachment against the
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President or any other Article f remedies, and if so, in what form." HJC App., Ex. A, Jeffold
Nadler, Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, Memorandum Re: Hearing on "Lessons from the

Mueller Report, Part Ill: 'Constitutional Pr,'lt??•.cw,,

Addressing Presidential Misconduct"' at

3 (July 11, 2019), ECF No. 1-2. At a hearing held the next day, Chairman Nadler further stated
that HJC's "responsibility" was "to determine whether to recommend articles of impeachment
against the President," noting that "articles of impeachment are under consideration as part of the
Committee's investigation." HJC App,, Ex. T, Lessons from the Mueller Report, Part lll:

"Constitutional Processes.for Addressing Presidential Misconduct": Hearing Before the fl.
Comm, on the Judiciary at 4 (July 12, 2019), ECF No. 1-21 (capitalization altered), On
September 12, 2019, HJC adopted a resolution confin11ing tl1at the purpose of its investigation is
"to determine whether to recommend articles of impeachment with respect to President Donald J,
Trump." DOJ Resp., Ex. 11, Comm. on the Judiciary, Resolution for Investigative Procedures at
4 (Sept. 12, 2019), ECF No. 20-11.
Finally, on September 24, 2019, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi announced that the full
House is "moving forward with an official impeachment inquiry." Pelosi Tr. "For the past
several months," Speaker Pelosi explained, the House had been "investigating in our Committees
and litigating in the courts so the House can gather all of the relevant facts and consider whether
to exercise its full Article I powers, including a constitutional power of the utmost gravity,
approval of articles of impeachment." Jd. Thus, Speaker Pelosi "direct[ed]" the "six
Committees"-including HJC-to "proceed with their investigations under that umbrella of
impeachment inquiry" going forward. kL
These indicia ofHJC's purpose sufficiently demonstrate that the primary purpose of the
investigation for which the grand jury disclosure is sought is to determine whether to recommend
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articles of impeachment against President Trump. Cf. Mazars, 2019 WL 5089748, at *10-11
(looking to statements a committee chairman made in a memorandum to his colleagues to assess
the purpose of a congressional investigation); see Jefferson's Manual § 603 at 319 (stating that
"[i]n the House various events have been credited with setting an impeachment in motion," such
as "charges made on the floor on the responsibility of a Member or Delegate," "a resolution
introduced by a Member and referred to a committee," "charges transmitted ... from a grand
jury," and "facts developed and reported by an investigating committee of the House"); 3
Deschler Ch. 14 § 5 ("In the majority of cases, impeachment proceedings in the House have been
initiated either by introducing resolutions of impeachment by placing them in the hopper, or by
offering charges on the floor of the House under a question of constitutional privilege. Where
such resolutions have directly impeached federal civil officers, they have been conferred by the
Speaker to the Committee on the Judiciary, which has jurisdiction over federal judges and
presidential succession .... "); Charles W. Johnson et al., House Practice: A Guide to the Rules,
Precedents, and Practice of the House, Ch. 27 § 6, at 602 (2017) (confirming same).

Formulating a finn line on when, in the impeachment context, activities within the House
meet the "preliminarily to" requirement to qualify for disclosure of grand jury material need not
be drawn here, since this case is clear. Collectively, the record shows an evolving and deliberate
investigation by HJC that has become focused on determining whether to impeach the President
and thus has crossed the "preliminarily to" threshold.

3.

Requiring More Than the Current Showing by HJC, as DOJ Demands,
Would Improperly Intrude on Article I Powers Granted to House of
Representatives

DOJ urges this Court to second-guess a co-equal br-anch of government and find that the
steps taken by the House fall short of showing a primary purpose of undertaking an impeachment
inquiry that would meet the "preliminarily to" requirement in Rule 6(e)(3)(E)(i). In so doing,
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DOJ again invites an impermissible intrusion on the House's constitutional authority under the
Rulemaking and Impeachment Clauses. These Article I grants of exclusive authority require a
degree of deference to the House's position that the House and HJC are currently engaged in an
investigation with the primary purpose of assessing whether to adopt articles of impeachment.
See Vander Jagt, 699 F.2d at 1173 (concluding that the Rulemaking Clause "means that neither

we nor the Executive Branch may tell Congress what rules it must adopt"); Maza rs, 20 l 9 WL
5089748, at *24 ("[U]nless and until Congress adopts a rule that offends the Constitution, the
courts get no vote in how each chamber chooses to run its internal affairs."); Nixon v. United
States, 506 U.S. 224, 238 ( 1993) (concluding that judicial review of Senate impeachment trial

procedures would be inconsistent with the text and structure of the Constitution).
At the same time, HJC has argued that complete and absolute deference is due to the
House and HJC not only in structuring but also in ruticulating the purpose of the current inquiry.
Hewing Tr. at 25:23-26:4; see also HJC App. at 30-31. HJC's position goes too far, at least as
to judicial review of HJC's "primary purpose." Rule 6(e), and the Supreme Court's cases
interpreting it, grant this Court authority, and indeed a responsibility, to verify that HJC seeks
disclosure of the grand jury material for use in an inquiry whose core aim is assessing possible
articles of impeachment. The preceding review of the factual record and finding about HJC's
"primary purpose" tb!fill that responsibility of judicial review without intruding on the House's
ability to write its own rules or to exercise its power of impeachment. See Morgan v. United
States, 801 F.2d 445,449 (D.C. Cir. 1986) (Scalia, J.) (noting that "no absolute prohibition of

judicial review" of House Rules exists).41

••
Although neither the Supreme Court nor the D.C. Circuit has considered the justiciability of, or the
of deference due in, cases implicating the House's "sole power of Impeachment," U.S. CONST., Art. 1, § 2, cl.
verifying that the factual record supports HJC's assertion about its "primary purpose" does not require direct judicial
review of any actions by the House take.n pursuant to the impeachment power.
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Additionally, DOJ's position that no disclosure of grand jury information to a House
impeachment inquiry is permitted under Rule 6(e), see DOJ Resp. at 13-19, would completely
bar access to relevant grand _jury matelials. Such a blanket bar would have concrete
repercussions on limiting the House's access to investigative mateliais and thereby
impennissibly impede the House's ability to exercise its constitutional power of impeachment.
The House, through the committees tasked with conducting an impeachment investigation, must
develop a factual record supporting at least a good-faith basis for believing that the President has
engaged in conduct meeting the constitutional requirement of a "high crime" or "misdemeanor"
before

in favor of articles of impeachment targeting such conduct. Cf. Kaley v. United

States, 571 U.S. 320,328 (2014) (noting that to issue an indictment, a grand jury must find
probable cause to believe a defendant committed the charged offense); Dep't of Justice, Justice

Manual§ 9-27.220 (explaining that before commencing or recommending federal prosecution
against an individual, a federal prosecutor must "believe[] that the person's conduct constitutes a
federal offense, and that the admissible evidence will probably be sufficient to obtain and sustain
a conviction"). Indeed, even a lawyer in a civil proceeding must "certifiy] that to the best of the
[lawyer's] knowledge, information, and belief, formed after an inquiry reasonable under the
circumstances," the "factual contentions" presented to the court "have evidentiary support."

FED. R. Clv. P. I l(b).
Blocking access to evidence collected by a grand jury relevant to an impeachment
inquiry, as DOJ urges, undermines the House's ability to carry out its constitutional
responsibility with due diligence. On the other hand, interpreting Rule 6(e) in a manner
compatible with this constitutional responsibility avoids this conundrum, and ensures HJC has
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access to the pertinent information before making an impeachment recommendation to the full
House.

4.

DOJ's Remaining Objections are Unpersuasive

DOJ's remaining arguments are easily dispatched. DOJ asserts that "the full House in the
current Congress has already voted overwhelmingly against impeachment," DOJ Resp. at 25
(emphasis added), because House Resolution 498, which called for an impeachment inquiry
based on "President Trump's racist comments," H.R. Res. 498, I 16th Cong.
"defeated

was

"DOJ Resp. at 25. Yet, the fact that House Resolution 498 was tabled, see All

Actions, H.Res.498

116th Congress (20!9-2020), https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-

congress/house-resolution/498/alJ-actions?actionsSearchRcsultViewType=compact, has little
relevance here since that resolution has nothing to do with the concerns of the current
impeachment inquiry, which is focused on the President's possible criminal conduct described in
the Mueller Report and in connection with Ukraine.
Next, DOJ claims that HJC's "primary purpose" is to decide among different possible
actions to "pursue in response to the Mueller Report," such as "various legislative proposals,
Constitutional amendments, and a Congressional referral to the Department of Justice for
prosecution or civil enforcement" DOJ Resp. at 26. DOJ is correct that deciding whether to
recommend articles of impeachment may not always have been-and still may not be-the only
purpose ofHJC's current investigation, but that is to be expected. "As the Supreme Court has
explained, '[t]be very nature of the investigative function-like any research-is that it takes the
searchers up some "blind alleys" and into nonproductive enterprises."' Mawrs, 2019 WL
5089748, at *21 (alteration in original) (quoting Eastland v. U.S. Servicemen's Fund, 421 U.S.
491,509 (1975)). Here, HJC began, appropriately, with a broad inquiry, but focused on
impeachment as the investigation progressed. This new focus does not necessitate that HJC
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forgo its other aims. See Mazars, 2019 WL 5089748, at *18. HJC's investigation to detennine
whether to impeach President Nixon, for example, contributed not only to President Nixon's
resignation, but also to significant legislative reforms. See. e.g., Tax Analysts v. IRS, 117 F.3d
607,611 (D.C. Cir. 1997) (Internal Revenue Code provision restricting public release of
individual tax returns); United States v. Rose, 28 F.3d 181, 183 (D.C. Cir. 1994) (Ethics in
Government Act of 1978).
Finally, DOJ cautions that if introduction of articles of impeachment by a single Member
of Congress were sufficient to render an HJC investigation "preliminarily to" an impeachment
trial, grand jury infom1ation would become "politicized." Hr'g Tr. at 70:6; see also DOJ Resp.
at 28. That hypothetical situation is far removed from this case, where HJC is months into its
investigation and both the Speaker of the House and HJC have confirmed that the current
investigation's purpose is to determine whether to recommend articles of impeachment against
President Trump. Besides, this "slippery slope" may be less precipitous than DOJ suggests, for a
congressional committee seeking to obtain grand jury information based solely on a single
Member's introduction of articles of impeachment would have an uphill battle demonstrating a
"particularized need" for the materials.

*

*

*

In sum, HJC has presented sufficient evidence that its investigation has the primary
purpose of determining whether to recommend articles impeachment and thus has satisfied Rule
6(e)'s "preliminarily to ... a judicial proceeding" requirement.

C.

HJC Has a "Particularized Need" for the Requested Materials

Finally, to meet the last "independent prerequisite[] to ([E])(i) disclosure," HJC needs to
"show particularized need for access to" the requested grand jury materials, Baggot, 463 U.S. at
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480; In re Sealed Case, 801 F.2d 1379, 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1986). As stated earlier, those materials
fall into three categories. First, HCJ asks for "all portions of the Mueller Report that were
redacted pursuant to Rule 6(e)." HJC App. at 25. Second, HJC wants the material underlying
those redactions-that is, the portions of the grand jury "transcripts or exhibits" cited in the
Report .Id. Third, HJC requests "transcripts of any underlying grand jury testimony and any
grand jury exhibits that relate directly to" President Trump's knowledge of several topics as well
as to actions taken by former White House counsel Donald F. McGahn II during his service to
first-candidate and then-President Trump. Id. 42
The "particularized need" standard requires a showing that (I) the requested materials are
"needed to avoid a possible injustice in another judicial proceeding; (2) the need for disclosure is
greater than the need for continued secrecy; and (3) the request is structured to cover only
material so needed." In re Sealed Case, 801 F.2d at 1381 (internal quotation marks omitted); see

also Baggot, 463 U.S. at 480 n.4 (citing Douglas Oil, 441 U.S. at 222). The balancing aspect of
the test means that "as the considerations justifying secrecy become less relevant, a party
asserting a need for grand jury [material] will have a lesser burden." Douglas Oil, 441 U.S. at
223.
Ultimately, determinations of"particularized need" are committed to the "considered
discretion of the district court." Douglas Oil, 441 U.S. at 228; see also In re Sealed Case, 801
F.2d at 1381 (recognizing the "substantial discretion of the district court"). That discretion "to

42

To repeat, the topics in the third category of requested grand jury materials are: (A) "!'resident Trump's
knowledge of efforts by Russia to interfere in the 2016 U.S. Presidential election:" (B) his "knowledge of any direct
or indirect links or contacts between individuals associated with his Presidential campaign and Russia, including
with respect to Russia's election interference efforts;" (C) his "knowledge of any potential criminal acts by him or
any members of his administration, his campaign, hls personn! associates, or anyone associated with his
administration or campaign;" and (D) "actions taken by McGahn during the campaign, the transition, or McGahn's
period of service as White House Counsel." HJC App. at 25. Material is related directly to President Trump's
knowledge, HJC says, ifit reflects "what witnesses saw or heard President Trump do." Hr'g Tr. at 7:5-7:6.
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determine the proper response to requests for disclosure," Douglas Oil, 441 U.S. at 228, extends
to structuring the "time," "manner," and "other conditions" of any release of material, FED. R.
CRIM. P. 6(e)(3)(E); see also Douglas Oil, 441 U.S. at 223 (acknowledging the possibility of
"protective limitations" on the release of the matetial). HJC has proposed that the Court use this
authority to "direct a focused and staged disclosure," starting with categories one and two of the
requested grand jury information and, following HJC's review of that material, moving to
category three. HJC Reply at 25; see also Hr'g Tr. at 35: 1-35: 11.
Adopting that proposal, to which DOJ has not objected, the Court finds that HJC has
demonstrated a "particularized need" for the material in the first and second categories. DOJ
must promptly produce to HJC the grand jury material redacted from and cited in the Mueller
Report. HJC may file further requests articulating its "particularized need" for any grand jury
material in category three.
1.

Disclosure is Necessary to Avoid Possible Injustice

HJC asserts that it needs the material to conduct a fair impeachment investigation based
on all relevant facts. See HJC App. at 34. In authorizing disclosure of grand jury material for
use in impeachment investigations of judges and of a President, courts have found this "interest
in conducting a full and fair impeachment inquiry" to be sufficiently particularized. Hastings,
833 F.2d at 1442; Order, ln Re: Grwui Jury Investigation of U.S. Dist. Judge G. Thomas
Porteous, Jr., No. 2:09-mc-04346-CVSG, at 3; ln re 1972 Grand Jury Report, 370 F. Supp. at

1230 (applying the predecessor to the "particularized need" standard). Chief Judge Sirica, in
re1,easmg the Watergate Roadmap to HJC, remarked that "[i]t would be difficult to conceive of a
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more compelling need than that of this country for an unswervingly fair inquiry based on all the
pertinent information." In re 1972 Grand Jwy Report, 370 F. Supp. at 1230. 43
Impeachment based on anything less than all relevant evidence would compromise the
public's faith in the process. See Hastings, 833 F.2d at 1445 ("Public confidence in a procedure
as political and public as impeachment is an important considerationjusti(ying disclosure.").
Further, as already discussed, denying HJC evidence relevant to an impeachment inquiry could
pose constitutional problems. See supra Parts III.B.3; see also Hastings, 833 F.2d at 1445
(concluding that denying the House the full record available, including the grand jury material,
for use in impeachment would "clearly violate separation of powers principles"). These
principles may, on their own, justify disclosure. See Hastings, 833 F.2d at 1442; Order, In Re:

Grand Jwy investigation of U.S. Dist. Judge G. Thomas Porteous, Jr., No. 2:09-mc-04346CVSG, at 3; In re 1972 Grand Jury Report, 370 F. Supp. at 1230. Features of the House's
investigation and of the Mueller Report make HJC's need for the grand jury materials referenced
and cited in the Report especially particularized and compe11ing.
First, several "portions of the Mueller Report" are of particular interest to HJC, including
the Trump Tower Meeting, Carter Page's trip to Moscow, Paul Manafort's sharing of internal
polling data with a Russian business associate, and the Seychelles meeting, as well as
infotmation about what candidate Trump knew in advance about Wikileaks' dissemination in
July 2016 of st-0len emails from democratic political organizations and the Clinton Campaign.

11
·

At the time, DOJ similarly recognized that "[t]he 'need' for the House to be able to make its profoundly
important judgment on the basis of all available information is as compelling as any that could be conceived." HJC
App., Ex. P, Mem. for the U.S. on behalf of the Grand Jury, /11 re /972 Gru11<f J111:r Report, 370 F. Supp. 1219 (Mar.
5, 1974), ECF No. 1-17. DOJ now attempts to distinguish 111 re l 972 Grand Ju,y Report on the ground that the
grandjmy itself initiated the request to disclose the Watergate Roadmap to Congress. DOJ Resp. at 35. but Rule 6(e)
does not give different treatment to disclosures by grand jurors, see FED. R. CRIM. P. 6(e)(2)(B)(i), and so,
unsurprisingly, the grand jury's involvement featured not at all in the relevant portions of Chief Judge Sirica 's
analysis. see /11 re 1972 Grand Jury Report, 370 F. Supp. at 1229--3 L
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See HJC App. at 35-36. Rule 6(e) material was redacted from the descriptions of each of these
events in the Mueller Report and access to this redacted information is necessary to complete the
full story for HJC. In some instances, without access to the redacted material, HJC cannot
understand what the Special Counsel already found about key events. For example, what
appears to be a citation to grand jury material supports the investigative finding that thencandidate Trump asked Manafort for continued updates about WikiLeaks's plans to release
hacked documents, See Mueller Report at II-18 n.27.
Second, numerous individuals have already testified before or given interviews with HJC
or other House committees about the events noted above that are central to the impeachment
inquiry and also described in the Mueller Report, 44 These witnesses include Donald Trump, Jr.,
Carter

Erik Prince, Steve Bannon, and Corey Lewandowski. 45 Of concern is that another

witness who spoke to both the Special Counsel and to Congress, Michael Cohen, has already
been convicted of making false statements to Congress, Mueller Report at I-195-96, and two
other individuals have been convicted of making false statements to the FBI in connection with
the Special Counsel's investigation, see id. at l-192 (Papadopoulos); id. at I-194 (Flynn). The
record thus suggests that the grand jury material referenced or cited in the Mueller Report may
be helpful in shedding light on inconsistencies or even falsities in the testimony of witnesses
called in the House's impeachment inquiry. See HJC App. at 37 (seeking the materials "to

44
In particular, the activities of the House Permanent Select Commi!!ec on Intelligence ("HPSCI"} are
relevant here because HJC's protocols for handling the grand jury information, discussed infra, slate that the
infonnation will be shared with Members of HPSCI. See HJC App., Ex. X, Jerrold Nadler. Chairman. HJC, [HJCJ
Procedures for Handling Grand Jury Information ("GJ Handling Protocols") ,i l I, ECF No. 1-25. With HJC, HPSCI
is one of the six committees conducting the impeachment inquiry. See Pelosi Tr.
45
See DOJ Resp. at 34 & n.23 (noting testimony by Trump Jr., Page, Bannon, and Prince and citing Minority
Views, HPSCI Report, https://intelligence.house.gov/uploadedfiles/2018041 l _._final_to Consider Procedures Regarding
_hpsci_minority_views_on_majority_report.pdt); Thursday: House
Whether to Recommend Impeachment, COMM. ON THE JUDICIARY (Sept
hllps:/~judiciary.house.gov/news/press-releases/thursday-house-judiciary-consider-procedures-regarding-whetherrecommend (Lewandowski).
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refresh or challenge th[e] testimony" of witnesses before Congress and "to corroborate [witness]
veracity"); see also Hr'g Tr. at 40:5-41: l7 (HJC) (confirming that the grand jury material would
he used to impeach or con·oborate witnesses). 46 Disclosure is thus necessary here to prevent
witnesses from misleading the House during its investigative factfinding. See supra Part III.B.3
(discussing the House's factfinding role). As DOJ acknowledges, disclosure of grand jury
information "when necessary to avoid misleading a trier of fact" is a paradigmatic showing of
"particularized need." DOJ Resp. at 18-19 (recognizing that requests under the ''.judicial
proceedings exception typically arose" in this situation and quoting Douglas Oil); Douglas Oil,
441 U.S. at 222 n.12 ("The typical showing of particularized need arises when a litigant seeks to
use 'the grand jury transcript at the trial to impeach a witness, to refresh his recollection, to test
his credibility and the like."' (quoting Procter & Gamble Co., 356 U.S. at 683)).
Third, HJC needs the requested material not only to investigate fully but also to reach a
final determination about conduct by the President described in the Mueller Report See HJC
App. at 34 (requesting the material "to assess the meaning and implications of the Mueller
Report"). 47 Given that the Special Counsel stopped short ofa "traditional prosecutorial
judgment" or any "ultimate conclusions about the President's conduct," Mueller Report at II-8,
in part to avoid "preempt[ing] constitutional processes for addressing presidential misconduct,"
id. at U-1; see also id. at 2 ("[W]hile this report does not conclude that the President committed a

crime, it also does not exonerate him."), "the House alone can hold the President accountable for
the conduct described," HJC Reply at 19. HJC cannot fairly and diligently carry out this
responsibility without the grand jury material referenced and cited in the Mueller Report. Put

46

In identifying this need, HJC's application focused on the example of Don McGahn, see HJC App. at 37,
but DOJ has now confirmed that McGahn did not testify before the grand jury, see Revised ADAG Deel. 'l[ 4.
47
As HJC confirmed at the hearing, the recent revelations related to Ukraine have not displaced HJC's focus
on investigating the conduct described in the Mueller Report. See Hr'g Tr. at 30:25-32:22.
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another way, HJC requires the grand jury material to evaluate the bases for the conclusions
reached by the Special Counsel.
Critically, for example, the Mueller Report states: "The evidence we obtained about the
President's actions and intent presents difficult issues that prevent us from conclusively
detennining that no criminal conduct occurred." Mueller Report at II-2. The grand jury material
relied on in Volume II is indispensable to interpreting the Special Counsel's evaluation of this
evidence and to assessing the implications of any "difficult issues" for HJC's inquiry into
obstruction of justice. The same is true of the material redacted from Appendix C, which details
the Special Counsel's unsuccessful efforts to interview the President directly, the Special
Counsel's choice not to issue a grand jury subpoena for the President's testimony, and related
information redacted for grand jury secrecy. See Mueller Report App 'x C- l-C-2.
Complete information about the evidence the Special Counsel gathered, from whom, and
in what setting is indispensable to HJC. The recent revelation that two individuals who figured
prominently in events examined in the Mueller Report-Don McGahn and Donald Trump, Jr.
were not compelled to testify before the grand jury illustrates this point. See Revised ADAG
Deel. 'll 4. The choice not to compel their testimony may indicate, for example, that the Special
Counsel intended to leave aggressive investigation of certain potential criminal conduct, such as
obstruction of justice by the President, to Congress. That intention should infom1 HJC's
investigation of those same issues. The grand jury material redacted from and cited in the Report
may provide other significant insights into the Special Counsel's use

or decisions not to use,

the grand jury. Those insights may be essential to HJC's decisions about witnesses who should
be questioned and about investigatory routes left unpursued by the Special Counsel that should
be pursued by HJC prior to a final detem1ination about impeachment.
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Similarly, disclosure is necessary to assist HJC in filling, or assessing the need to fill,
acknowledged evidentiary

in the Special Counsel's investigation. See supra Patt I.A.

The Report detailed or alluded to investigative choices by the Special Counsel about immunity,
about privilege, about pursuit of hard-to-get evidence, and other matters. As described earlier,
these choices had an impact on the quantity and quality of evidence gathered about events of
interest to HJC, including the Trump Tower Meeting, Carter Page's trip to Moscow, Erik
Prince's Seychelles meeting, and potential tampering of Michael Cohen's testimony to Congress.

See supra Part I.A. The Special Counsel helpfully documented those impacts, identifying critical
factual disputes his investigation left unresolved and pointing to potential criminal violations that
went uncharged due at least in part to gaps in evidence. See supra Part LA. HJC thus needs the
grand jury material redacted from and cited in the Report to pursue evidence that the Special
Counsel did not gather and to resolve questions-including the ultimate question whether the
President committed an impeachable offense--that the Special Counsel simply left unanswered.
In a last gasp effort to deny HJC access to the requested grand jury information, DOJ
argues that HJC cannot show "particularized need" because other sources, such as the public
version of the Mueller Report, the other categories of mate1ial redacted from the Mueller Repo1t,
congressional testimony, and FBI Form 302 interview reports ("FBI-302s"), can supply the
requisite information. See DOJ Resp. at 31-34. As the preceding discussion makes abundantly
this argument gets the basic relationship between HJC's and the Special Counsel's
investigations backwards: the overlap between these investigations enhances, rather than detracts

In re Grand Jury Proceedings GJ-76-4 &

from, .HJC's showing of"particularized need."

GJ-75-3, 800 F.2d 1293, 1302 (4th Cir. 1986) (explaining that "particularized need' standard
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requires more than relatedness but that "[o]bviously, the materials must be 'rationally related' for
otherwise there would be no reason at all to disclose").
Fm1hermore, the sources DOJ identifies cannot substitute for the requested grand jury
materials. To insure most effectively against being misled, HJC must have access to all essential
of testimony by witnesses, including testimony given under oath to the grand jury.
Additionally, for purposes of assessing and following up on the Mueller Report's conclusions,
the full Report is needed: the grand jury material may offer unique

insights not

contained in the rest of the Report, congressional testimony, or FBI-302 reports.
Finally, DOJ claims that

finding of 'particularized need' is especially inappropriate"

because HJC "has not yet exhausted its available discovery tools"-namely, waiting for DOJ to
fulfill its promised production of FBI interview repo11s and using congressional subpoenas. DOJ
Resp. at 32-33 (citing In re Grand Jury 89-4-72, 932 F.2d 481,488 (6th Cir. 1991)). In
particular, DOJ cites an agreement reached with HJC this summer for DOJ to provide to HJC the
thirty-three FBI-302 reports cited in Volume 11 of the Report, contending that this agreement
must preclude a finding of"particularized need." See DOJ Resp. at 32. These arguments smack
of farce. The reality is that DOJ and the White House have been openly stonewalling the
House's effo11s to get information by subpoena and by agreement, and the White House has
flatly stated that the Administration will not cooperate with congressional requests for
information. See Letter from Pat A. Cipollone, Counsel to the President, to Representative
Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House, et al. (Oct. 8, 2019) at 2.
Regarding DOJ's production ofFBI-302s, "the bottom line," as HJC put it, is that some
302s have so far been produced by DOJ but not "the ones of most interest" HJC Resp. to DOJ
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Second Supp. at 4, ECF No. 41. 48 Although DOJ at first "anticipate[d] making the remaining
FBI-302s available," DOJ First Supp. at 3, DOJ now says it "may need to amend the ...
agreement" because of a letter the White House sent to congressional leadership on October 8,
see DOJ Second Supp., Second Deel. of ADAG Bradley Weinsheimer ("Second ADAG Deel.")

116, stating that "President Trump and his Administration reject [the House's] baseless,
unconstitutional efforts to overturn the democratic process" and "cannot participate in [the
House's] partisan and unconstitutional inquiry," Letter from Pat A. Cipollone, Counsel to the
President, to Representative Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House, et al. (Oct. 8, 2019) at 2. The
letter's announced refusal to cooperate extends to congressional subpoenas, which the President
himself had already vowed to "fight[]." Remarks by President Trump Before Marine One
Departure, WHITE HOUSE (Apr. 24, 2019), https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefingsstatements/remarks-president-trump-marine-one-departure-39/ ("Well, we're fighting all the
subpoenas.
The White House's stated policy of non-cooperation with the impeachment inquiry
weighs heavily in favor of disclosure. Congress's need to access grand jury material relevant to
potential impeachable conduct by a President is heightened when the Executive Branch willfully
obstructs channels for accessing other relevant evidence.

2,

The Need for Disclosure Outweighs the Need for Continued Secrecy

once the Special Counsel's investigation, and attendant grand jury work, concluded. Douglas
Oil, 441 U.S. at 223, Once a grand jury has ended, interests in preventing flight by those who
might be indicted and in protecting sitting jurors and witnesses disappear, or Jessen considerably.

48
DOJ has produced redacted FBI-302s for only seventeen of the thirty-three individuals promised. DOJ's
Supplemental Submission Regarding Accommodation Process ("DOJ first Supp.'') at 3, ECF No. 37.
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See id. at 222 (recognizing that "the interests in grand jury

are "reduced" once "the

grand jury has ended its activities"); Butterworth v. Smith, 494 U.S. 624, 632-33 (1990)
(identifying these as the considerations that no longer apply "[wJhen an investigation ends"); In

re 1972 Grand Jury Report, 370 F. Supp. at 1229; 1 Charles Alan Wright & Arthur R. Miller,
Federal Practice and Procedure§ 106 (4th ed. 2019).
Once a grand jury has ended, the primary purpose of secrecy is safeguarding future grand
juries' ability to obtain "frank and full testimony." Douglas Oil, 44 l U.S. at 222. Any risk of
damage to this interest is slim here, for two reasons. First, as DOJ itself emphasizes in arguing
that HJC cannot establish a need for the material, categories one and two ofHJC's request are
relatively "limited." DOJ Resp. at 6; see also id. at 31 (calling the redactions "minimal");
Revised ADAG Decl.1[ 3. Disclosure of"limited" information, including excerpts of grand jury
transcripts, to HJC is unlikely to deter potential future grand jury witnesses. Second, disclosure
is to the House, not to the public, and "less risk of ... leakage or improper use" of grand jury
material is present when disclosure is made to "government movants." Sells Eng'g, Inc., 463
U.S. at 445; Hastings, 833 F.2d at 1441 (considering factors "peculiar to the [HJC] as a
government movant"). Here, HJC guarantees that "a high degree of 'continued

eould in

fact be maintained" under already-adopted Grand Jury Handling Procedures calling for storage
of the material in a secure location and restriction of access to Members of HJC and HPSCI. See
HJC App. at 38 (citing GJ Handling Protocols); see also In re 1972 Gremel Jury Report, 370 F.
Supp. at l 230 (observing that the relevant standard "might well justify even a public disclosure"
but that there is "certainly ample basis for disclosure to a body" that "has taken elaborate
precautions to insure against unnecessary and inappropriate disclosure of these materials"). DOJ
discounts these procedures as "entirely illusory" because

can be altered "on a simple
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majority vote" by HJC, DOJ Resp. at 36, but offers "no basis on which to assume that the
Committee's use of the [material] will be injudicious or that it will disregard" or change these
procedures, In re 1972

Report, 370 F. Supp. at 1230. Such an assumption would be

inappropriate. See supra Part II.B.3 {discussing deference due to Congress in this matter).
Certainly, a continued interest in protecting from "public ridicule" individuals
investigated but not indicted by the grand jury persists even when a grand jury has ended.

Douglas Oil, 441 U.S. at 219; see also Wright & Miller, supra,§ 106. The risk of public
reputational hann to such individuals is slim to none here, however, where disclosure is to HJC
under special handling protocols. Further, any remaining interest in secrecy is diminished by
widespread public knowledge about the details of the Special Counsel's investigation, which
paim11e1e,ct that of the grand jury's, and about the charging and declination decisions outlined in
the Mueller Report. See In re Grand Jury Subpoena, Judith Miller, 438 F.3d 1138, 1140 (D.C.
Cir. 2006) (recognizing that "when information is sufficiently widely known" it has no
"character [of] Rule 6(e) material" (quoting In re North, 16 F.3d at 1245)).
DOJ argues that ongoing criminal matters referred by the Special Counsel's Office for
investigation or prosecution are the chief reason for continued secrecy. See DOJ Resp. at 36-37
(citing, inter alia, Mueller Report App'x D ("Special Counsel's Office Transferred, Referred,
and Completed Cases")). That DOJ has already disclosed to certain Members of the House the
material redacted from the Mueller Report to prevent ham1 to ongoing matters, see DOJ Resp, at

8; see also Hr'g Tr. at 4:4-4: 11, undercuts this claim that continued secrecy of the grand_jury
material is required to protect any ongoing investigations or cases. HJC has nevertheless made
clear that it has "no interest whatsoever in undermining any ongoing criminal proceedings" and
has expressed willingness to negotiate with DOJ about disclosure of any grand jury information
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that DOJ believes could harn1 ongoing matters. Hr'g Tr. at 45:2-45: IL The Court expects that
any such negotiations between the parties would be limited to the six redactions for grand jury
information in Volume I of the Report that DOJ has already identified as presenting potential
harm to ongoing matters. See Second ADAG Decl.1[ 3.

*
The need for continued secrecy is minimal and thus easily outweighed by HJC's
compelling need for the material. Tipping the scale even further toward disclosure is the public's
interest in a diligent and thorough investigation into, and in a final determination about,
potentially impeachable conduct by the President described in the Mueller Report. See in re

1972 Grand Jury Report, 370 F. Supp. at l 230; see Illinois v. Abbott & Assocs., Inc., 460 U.S.
557, 567 n.15 (1983) ("[T]he district court may weigh the public

if any, served by

disclosure to a governmental body.").

3.

Scope of Disclosure Authorized

HJC has shown that it needs the grand jury material referenced and cited in the Mueller
Report to avoid a possible injustice in the impeachment inquiry, that this need for disclosure is
greater than the need for continued secrecy, and that the "request is structured to cover only
material so needed." Douglas Oil, 441 U.S. at 222. 49 DOJ is ordered to disclose that material to
HJC promptly, by October 30, 2019. HJC may file further requests with the Court articulating
its particularized need for disclosure of any additional material requested in its initial application.

IV.

CONCLUSION
For the foregoing reasons, HJC's application is granted. Consequently, DOJ is ordered to

provide promptly, by October 30,2019, to HJC all portions of the Mueller Report that were

49

DOJ concedes that the requests for the material referenced or cited in the report are properly structured.
See DOJ Resp. at 37-38 (challenging only the structure ofHJC's request for material in category three).
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redacted pursuant to Rule 6(e) and any underlying transcripts or exhibits referenced in the
portions of the Mueller Report that were redacted pursuant to Rule 6(e). HJC is permitted to file
further requests articulating its paiticularized need for additional grand jury information
requested in the initial application.
An appropriate Order accompanies this Memorandum Opinion.
Date: October 25, 2019

BERYL A. HOWELL
Chief District Judge
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""I'm'!!,.,- The President: Congratulations on a great victory. We all
watched from the United States and you did a terrific job. The
way you came from behind, somebody who wasn't given much of a
chance, and you ended up winning easily. It's a fantastic
achievement. Congratulations.
"t~President Zelenskyy: You are absolutely right Mr.
President. We did win big and we worked hard for this. We worked
a lot but I would like to confess to you that I had an
opportunity to learn from you. We used quite a few of your
skills and knowledge and were able to use _it as an example for
our elections and yes it is-true that these were unique
elections. We were in a'unique situation that we were able to
CAUTION: A Memorandum of a Telephone Conversation (TELCON) is not a verbatim transcript of a
discussion. The text in this document records the notes and recollections of Situation Room Duty
Officers and NSC polioy staff assigned to listen and memorialize the conversation in written form
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achieve a unique success. I'm able to tell you the following;
the first time,, you called me to congratulate me when I won my
presidential election, and the second time you are now calling
me when my party won the parliamentary election. I think I
should run more often so you can call me more often and we can
talk over the phone more often.
/:!!)'!fl,')'" The President, [laughter] That's a very good idea. I
think your count.ry is very happy about that.

~ r e s i d e n t Zelenskyy: Well yes, to tell you the truth, we
are trying to work hard because we wanted to drain the swamp
here in our country. We brought in many many new people. Not the
old politicians, not the typical politicians., because we want to

have a new format and a new type of government. You are a great
teacher for us and in that.
~

The President, Well it's very nice of you to say that. I
will say that we do a lot for Ukraine. We spend a lot of effort
and a lot of time. Much more than the European countries are
doing and they should be helping you more than they are. Germany
does almost nothing for you. All they do is talk and I think
it's something that you should really ask them about. When I was
speaking to Angela Merkel she talks Ukraine, but she doesn't do
anything. A lot of the European countries are the.same way· so I
think it's something you want to look at but the United States
has been very very good to Ukraine. I wouldn't say that it's
reciprocal necessarily because things are happening that are not
good but the United States has been very very good to Ukraine.
f~;-President Zelenskyy: Yes you are absolutely right. Not
only 100%, but actually 1000% and I can tell you the following;
I did talk to Angela Merkel and I did meet with her. I also met
and talked with Macron and I told them that they are not doing
quite as much as they need to be doing on the issues with the
sanctions. They are not enforcing the sanctions. They are not

working as much as they should work for Ukraine. It turns out
that even though logically, the European Union should be our
biggest partner but technically the United States is a much
bigger partner than the European Union and I'm very grateful to
you for that because the United States is doing quite a lot for
Ukraine. Much more .than the European Unicm especially when we
are talking i3.bout sanctions against the Russian Federation. I
would also· like to thank you·for your great support in the area
of defense. We are ready to continue to cooperate for the next
steps specifically we are almost ready to buy more Javelins from
the United States for defense purposes.
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~ ¥ The President: I would like you to do us a favor though
because our country has been through a lot and Ukraine knows a
lot about it. I would like you to find out what happened with
this whole situation with Ukraine, they say Crowdstrike... I guess
you have one of your weal thy people ... The server, they say
Ukraine has it. There·are a lot of things that went on, the

whole situation. I think you're surrounding yourself with some
of the same people. I .would like to have the Attorney General
call you or your people and I would like you to get to the
bottom of iL. As you saw yesterday, that whole nonsense ended
with a very poor performance by a man named Robert Mueller, an
incompetent performance, but they say a lot of it started with
Ukraine. Whatever you can do, it's very important that you.do it
if that's possible.
~i!!'J'M',..President Zelenskyy: Yes it is. very important for me and
everything that you just mentioned earlier. For me as a
President, it is very important and we are open for any future
cooperation. We are ready to open a new page on cooperation in
relations between the United States and Ukraine. For that
purpose, I just recalled our ambassador from United States and
he will be replaced by a very competent and
experienced
ambassador who will work hard on making sure
our two
nations are getting closer. I would also like and hope to see
him having your trust and your confidence and have personal
relations with you so we can cooperate even more so. I will
personally tell you that one of my assistants spoke with Mr.
Giuliani just recently and we are hoping very much that Mr.
Giuliani will be able to travel to Ukraine and.we will meet once
he comes to Ukraine. I just wanted to assure you once again that
you have nobody but friends around us. I will make sure that I
surround myself with the best and most experienced people. I
also wanted to tell you that we are friends. We are great
friends and you Mr. President have. friends in our country so we
can continue our strategic partnership. I also plan to surround
myself with great people and in addition to that investigation,
I guarantee as the President of Ukraine that all the
investigations will be done openly and candidly. That I can
assure you.
~ The President: Good because r heard you had a prosecutor
who was very good and he was shut down and that's really unfair.
A lot of people are talking about that, the way they shut your
very good prosecutor down and you had some very bad people
involved. Mr. Giuliani is a highly respected man. He was the
mayor of New York City, a great mayor, and I would like him to
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call you. I will ask him to call you along with the Attorney
General. Rudy very much knows what's happening and he is a very
capable guy. If you could speak to him that would be great. The
former ambassador from the United States, the woman, was bad
news and the people she was dealing with in the Ukraine Were bad
news so I just want to let you know that. The other thing,
There's a lot of talk about Biden's son, that Biden stopped the
prosecution and a lot of people want to find out about that so

whatever you can do with the Attorney General would be great.
Biden went around bragging that he stopped the prosecution so if
you can look into it ... It sounds horrible to me.

f ~ President Zelenskyy: I wanted to tell you about the
prosecutor. First of all I understand and I'm knowledgeable
about the situation. Since we have won the absolute majority in
our Parliament; the next prosecutor general will be 100% my
person, my candidate, who will be approved by the parliament and
will start as a new prosecutor in September. He or she will look
into the situation, specifically to the company that you
mentioned in this issue. The issue of the investigation of the
case is actually the issue of making sure to restore the honesty
so we will take care of that and will work on the investigation
of the case. On top of that, I would kindly ask you if you have
any additional information that you can provide to us, it would.
be very helpful for the investigation to make· sure that we
administer justice in our country with regard to the Ambassad~r
to the United States from Ukraine as far as I recall her name
was Ivanovich. It was great that you were the first one who told

me that she was a bad ambassador because I agree with you 100%.
Her attitude towards me was far from the best as she admired the
previous President and she was on his side. She would not accept
me as a new President well enough.

ffli"ffl"t The President: Well, she's going to go through some
things. I will. have Mr.. Giuliani give you a call and I am also
going to have Attorney General Barr call and we will get to the
bottom of it. I'm sure you will figure it out. I heard the
prosecutor was treated very badly and he was a very fair
prosecutor so good luck with everything. Your economy is going
to get better and better I predict. You have a lot of assets.
It's a great country. I have many Ukrainian friends, their
incredible people.
1~President Zelenskyy: I would like to tell you that I also
have.quite a few Ukrainian friends that live iri the United

States. Actually last time I traveled to the United States, I
stayed in New York
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Tower. I will talk to them and I hope to see them again in the
future. I also wanted to thank you for your invitation to visit
the United States, specifically Washington DC. on the other
hand, I also want to ensure you that we will be very serious
about the case and will work on the investigation. As to the
economy, there is much potential for our two countries and one

of the ·issues that is very important for Ukraine is energy
independence. I believe we can be very successful. and
cooperating on energy independence with United States. We are
already working on cooperation. We are buying American oil but I
am very hopeful for a future meeting. We will have more time and
more opportunities to discuss these opportunities and get to
know each other better. I would like to thank you very much for
your support
~ The President: Good.
Well, thank you very much and I
appreciate that. I will tell Rudy and Attorney General Barr to
call. Thank you. Whenever you would like -to come to the White
House, feel free to call. Give us a date and we'll work that
out. I look forward to seeing you.

f ~ President Zelenskyy: Thank you very much. I would be very
happy to come and would be happy to meet with you personally and
get to know. you better. I am looking forward to our meeting and
I also would like to invite you to visit Ukraine and come to the
city of Kyiv which is a beautiful city. We have.a beautiful
country which would welcome you. On the other hand, I believe
that on September 1 we will be in Poland and we can meet in
Poland hopefully. After that, it might be a very good idea for
you to travel to Ukraine. We can either take my plane and go to
Ukraine or we can take your plane, which is probably much better
than mine.

~ • T h e President: Okay, we can work that out. I look forward
to seeing you in Washington and maybe in Poland because I think
we are going to be there at that time.
~President Zelenskyy: Thank you very much Mr. President.
(S;'UF~ The President:· Congratulations on a faritastic job you've

done. The whole world was watching. I'm not sure it was so much
of an upset but congratulations.
~

President Zelenskyy: Thank you Mr. President bye-bye.
End of Conversation
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(U) The President: I'd like to congratulate you on a job well
done, and congratulations on a fantastic election.
(U) President-elect Zelenskyy:
Good to hear from you. Thank you
so very much. It's very nice to hear from you, and I appreciate
the congratulations.
(U)

The President:

That was an incredible election.

(U) The President: I think you will do a great job. I have many
friends in Ukraine who know you and like you. I have many
friends from Ukraine and they think - frankly - expected you to
win. And it's really an amazing thing that you've done.
CAUTION: A Memorandum of a Telephone Conversation ITELCON) is not a verbatim transcript of a
discussion. The text in this document records the notes and recollections of Situation Room Duty
Officers and NSC policy staff assigned to listen and memorialize the conversation in written form
as the conversation takes place, A number of factors can affect the accuracy of the record,
includinq poor teleco11:11unic&tions connections and variations in accent and/or interpretation.
The word "inaudl.ble" is used to indicate portions of a conversation that the notet&ker was unable
to hear.
·
An interpreter facilitated this conversation.
differences in the exact meaning of phrases.

Differences in interpretation may result in subtle
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President-elect Zelenskyy:
thank you so very much.
As you can see, we tried very hard to do our best. We had you as
a
.
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I guess, in a way, I did something similar. We're making
tremendous progress in the U.S. [United States] - we have the
most tremendous economy ever. I just wanted to congratulate you.
I have no doubt you will be a fantastic president.

(U) The President: Well, that's very nice. I'll look into that,
and well - give us the date and, at a very minimum, we'll have a
great representative. Or more than one from the United States
will be with you on that great day. So, we will have somebody,
at a minimum, at a very, very high level, and they will be with
you. Really, an incredible day for an incredible achievement.
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(U) President-elect Zelenskyy: First of all, thank you so very
much, again, for the congratulations. We in Ukraine are an
independent country, and independent Ukraine - we're going to do
everything for the people. You are, as I said, a great example.
We are hoping we can expand on our job as you did. You will
always, also, be a great example for many. You are a great
example for our new managers. I'd also like to invite you, if
it's possible, to the inauguration. I know how busy you are, but
if it's possible for you to come to the inauguration ceremony,
that would be a great, great thing for you to do to be with us on
that day.
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(U} President-elect Zelenskyy: Again, thank you, and we 1 re
looking forward to your visit or to the visit of a high-level
delegation. But there's no word that can describe our wonderful
country. How nice, warm, and friendly our people are, how tasty
and delicious our food is, and how wonderful Ukraine is. Words
cannot describe our country, so it would be best for you to see
it yourself. So, if you can come,· that would be great. So,
again, I invite you to come.

(U) President-elect Zelenskyy: Well, thank you for the
invitation. We accept the invitation and look forward to the
visit. Thank you again. The whole team and I are looking
forward to that visit. Thank you, again, for the
congratulations. And I think that it will still be great if you
could come and be with us on this very important day of our
inauguration. The results are incredible - they're very
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(U) The President: Well, I agree with you about your country,
and I look forward to it. When I owned Miss Universe, they
always had great people. Ukraine was always very well
represented. When you're settled in and ready, I'd like to
invite you to the White House. We'll have a lot of things to
talk about, but we're with you all the way.
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impressive for us. So, it will be absolutely fantastic if you
could come and be with us on that day.

(0) The President: Very good. We'll let you know very soon, and
we will see you, very soon, regardless. Congratulations - and,
please, say hello to the Ukrainian people and your family. Let
them know that I send my best regards from our country.
You have

(U) The President: Take care of yourself and give a great speech
today. You take care of yourself, and I'll see you soon.

(U) President-elect Zelenskyy: Thank you very much. It is
difficult for me, but I will practice English and we'll meet in
English. Thank you very much.
(U) The President:
[Laughter] All that's beautiful to hear!
That's really good. I could not do that in your language. I'm
very impressed. Thank you very much.

(U) President-elect Zelenskyy:
you very soon.

Thank you very much.

I'll see

1203
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(U) President-elect Zelenskyy: Well, thank you, again.
a safe flight and see you soon,

01/17/2020
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The President:

Great

President-elect Zelenskyy:

Good luck.
Goodbye.

End of Conversation
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United States Department of State
Washington,D.C 20520

January 10, 2020
Case No: F-2020-00309

American Oversight
Daniel McGrath
1030 15th Street NW, 8255
Washington, DC 20005
Dear Mr. McGrath:
This is in response to your request under the Freedom oflnformation Act (the "FOIA"), 5 U.S.C.
§ 552, referenced above, dated August 23, 2019. In conjunction with FOIA case number F2019-09097, the Department reviewed over 300 potentially responsive pages. The Department
identified 41 pages responsive to your request and has determined that 3 pages may be released
in full, and 38 pages may be released in part.
An enclosure explains the FOIA exemptions and other grounds for withholding material. Where
we have made redactions, the applicable FOIA exemptions are marked on each document. In
some cases, two or more exemptions may apply to the same document. All non-exempt material
that is reasonably segregable from exempt material has been released in the enclosed pages.
The processing of your request remains ongoing. If you have any questions, your attorney may
contact Trial Attorney, Josh Abbuhl at (202) 616-8366 or at Joshua.Abbuhl@usdoi.gov. Please
refer to civil action number 19-cv-3058, and FOIA case number F-2020-00309 in all
correspondence regarding this case.
Sincerely,

Susan C. Weetman
Deputy Director
Office of Information Programs and Services
Enclosures: As stated.
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The Freedom of Infonnation Act (5 USC 552)

FOIA Exemptions
(bXI)

Information spe.cifically authorized by an executive order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense or foreign policy. Executive Order 13526 includes the following
classification categories:
Military plans, systems, or operations
Foreign government information
Intelligence activities, sources or methods, or cryptology
Foreign relations or foreign activities of the US, including confidential sources
Scientific, technological, or economic matters relating to national security,
including defense against transnational terrorism
L4{f) U.S. Government programs for safeguarding nuclear materials or facilities
l .4(g) Vulnerabilities or capabilities orsystems, installations, infrastructures, projects,
plans, or protection services relating to US national security, including defense
against transnational terrorism
l.4(h) Weapons of mass destruction
l .4(a)
1.4(b)
l.4(c)
1.4{d)
l .4(e)

of an agency

(b)(2}

Related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices

(b)(3)

Specifically exempted from disclosure by staillte ( other than 5 USC 552), for example:

ARMSEXP
CIA PERS/ORG
EXPORT CONTROL
FSACT
INA

IRAN

Arms Export Control Act,. 50a USC 241 l(c)
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, 50 USC 403(g)
Export Administration Act of 1979, SO USC App. Sec. 241 l(c)
Foreign Service Act of 1980, 22 USC 4004
Immigration and Nationality Act,. 8 USC 1202{£), Sec. 222(f)
Iran Claims Settlement Act,. Public Law 99-99, Sec. 505

(bX4)

Trade secrets and confidential commercial or financial information

(bXS)

Intei:agency or intra-agency communications fonningpart ofthe deliberative process,
attomey--client privilege, or at1nmey work product

(bX6)

Personal privacy information

(bX7)

Law enforcement information whose disclosure would:

interfere with enforcement proceedings
deprive a person of a fair trial
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy
disclose confidential sources
disclose investigation techniques
(F) endanger life or physical safety of an individual

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)
(E)

{bX8)

Prepared by or fur a government agency regulating or supervising rmancial institutions

(bX9)

Geological and geap~sical information and data, including maps, concerning wells
Other Grounds for Withholding

NR

JA

Material not responsive to a FOIA request excised with the agreement of the requester
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(b)(6)
(b)(6)

Subject:
Location:

Start:

End:
Show Time As:

Wed 3/13/2019 12:00 PM
Wed 3/13/2019 2:00 PM
Tentative

Re<:urrence:

(none)

Meeting Status:

Not yet responded

Organizer:

EUR-StaffAssistants
EUR-Deskofficers-DL; EUR-Directors-DI.; EUR-FO-DL

Required Attendees:
Optional Attendees:

JA

REMINDER: Staffers' St Patrick's Day Party and Welcome Party for
Staffers' Office, 6223A
~---~
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WHH: Stallers' St. Patrick's Day Pam, aml also tt welco111e liat and Patty 1s oar 11ew st~llers!
WHEN: WednesdllJ, Marett 13, 12•21}IB
WHERE: Stailers' Ofllte, i223A
WHH T@BWNG: We'H ltave tlrinks, teed, dessert, but teel free te 1tri111 se111etlliRi te sllare
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8:00 AM • 8:30 AM

DAS Meeting ~- A/S Office

Dear all,

Please be advised that today's meeting will shift to 08:00 am.

Regards,
(b)(6)

Executive Assistant to EUR/DAS Michael J. Murphy
U.S. Department of State! HST Room 6227
b)(6)

12:00 PM • 2:00 PM

REMINDER: Staffers' St, ?atrkk's Day Party and Welcome Party Tori
6223A

WHAT: Staffers'
~-~

(b)(6)

tStaffers· Office,

Day Party, and also to welcome~
our new staffers!

WHEN: Wednesday, March 13, 12-2pm
WHERE: Staffers' Office, 6223A
WHAT TO BRING: We'll have drinks, food, dessert, but feel free to bring
something to share

IMarch 14, 2019
1

Thursda

3:00 PM • 5:00 PM

EUR/SCE Annual St. Patrick's Day Party! -~ HST 5219

Happening Now!!

JA
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!March 14, 2019·c~ntinued
1

Thursda

Dear Colleagues,

Please join us for EUR/SCE's annual St Patrick's Day party! We will be
celebrating on Thursday, March 14 from 3:00 to 5:00 in our suite. 5219.

We will be serving theme-appropriate (food and) drink, and the music will
be sure to inspire some dancing of the jig.

~

1it. Ps,tid:', OIJ
1..-0...p...

Of course, Wearing of the Green i

encouraged.

We are looking forward to celebrating with you all, and please feel free to
pass along this invitation.

----------~S/fi./.ntQ~-----------------------1March

28, 2019

!T.~ur.s~c1y
11:00AM•11:30AM

Meeting with Nkk Schifrin, Ambassador Kurt Volker and .Mr Christopher Anderson
800 17th St NW, Washingto DC 20006 Phone: 202 688-0341
(b)(6 )

From: Nick Schifrin
Sent: Wednesda March 27 2019 4:24 PM

To:

b)(5 J

4ctJ(6J

I>: Volker, Kurt D

~N

Le Pain Quotidien J

>
;

Kurt Volker

C6JC6l

tb)Cor-· f - - - - ~
Anderson, Christopher J
Cc: Kurt Volker ._b~)i6~J-------'==~
Subject: RE: catching up

Sounds good. Thank you.

From•CtJ15J

~------------------~

Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 4:18 PM

JA
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[M;;ch 28, 2019 Continued
Thursda
To: Nick Schifrin

; Kurt Volker
(b)(6)
b)i6l
>; Volker, Kurt D
Anderson, Christo her J ~ - - - ' - - ~ ( ~ b l ( = 6 ) - ' - - - - ~ - - - - '
0

Cc: Kurt Volker ._,~l<6_l- - - - - - ~
Subject: RE: catching up

Great. How about meeting at Le Pain Quotidien at 800 17th St NW,
Washington, DC 20006?

(b)(6)

Executive Assistant to Ambassador Kurt Volker

The McCain Institute for International Leadership
at Arizona State University
ASU Barrett & O'Connor Center
1800 I Street NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006
Office:fbl(6J

I

WNw.McCainlnstitut~

Twitter• .E.2.cebook • lrlfill:!.9.ram. • You Tube

From: Nick Schifrin <fbl(5l
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 4:15 PM

I>
>; Kurt Volker

To:(bl(6 J

ibJl6J

>; Volker, Kurt D

(b)(6J

An erson,
ns
(bJl6l
Cc: Kurt Volker :Ji;';';isf'....:_-L-_ _ _--,c_ _ _--1

Subject: RE: catching up

I can't do 4-5. How about we grab 11-1130? Thanks very much.

JA
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Nick Schifrin
Foreign Affairs and Defense Correspondent, PBS NewsHour
Office:

j~

1 6
b_)<_J_ _ _ _ _

~

Mobile/WhatsApp/Signal: "'f"=J(5~J------,

@nickschifrin

From:

(bl(5 l

>

Sent: Wednesday March 27 2019 3:12 PM
To: Nick Schifrin b)(5 J
; Kurt Volker
(b)(6)
; Volker Kurt D
(b)(6)

Subject: RE: catching up

Ambassador Volker will be on a call until 11 :00am. Would 4-5 be better?

(b)(6)

Executive Assistant to Ambassador Kurt Volker

The McCain Institute for International Leadership
at Arizona State University
ASU Barrett & O'Connor Center

JA
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March 28, 2019 Continued
Thursday
1800 I Street NW, Suite 600
Washi
Offic

n DC20006

Released in Part

www.McCainlnstitut,;,&rn

Twitter• Facebook • lnstagram • YouTube

From: Nick Schifrin 4blf5l
Sent: Wednesda , March 27, 2019 2:31 PM
To: b)(6)
; Volker, Kurt D
fbl(5 l
An erson,
nsto er
(b)l6J
Cc: Kurt Volker ~lb_)(B_l_ _ _ _ _ __,
Subject: RE: catching up

~
>· Kurt Volker
(bl(5l

Actually, I now have to be back in the office at 12p.
Could we meet from 1030-1130 instead?
Thanks very much.

Nick Schifrin
Foreign Affairs and Defense Correspondent, PBS NewsHour
16

Office: f°l l
~------;:K:::.b)(-6)-----~

Mobile/WhatsApp/Signal:~1- - - - - - ~
rb)(6J

@nickschifrin

JA
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--~- -·~"-"'"'·"~·-- --~--"--'" ---------.-,

""

____ ______ ___________ .,____'"
_,

,

March 28, 2019 Continued

Thursda
Released In Part
From: Nick Schifrin
Sent: Wednesda , March 27, 20191:55 PM
To:<bl(6l
Kurt Volker
(b)(6)
bl(6l
>; Volker, Kurt D
Anderson, Christo her J ~---~(b~ll6=)----'-----~-----'
Cc: Kurt Volker (bll61
Subject: RE: catc...,h~in_g_u_p----~

Hi

L,l

_(_b)-(6)-~

Sorry for my delayed reply. Yes, I can come tomorrow at 11a. Thanks very
much.

Best,
Nick

Nick Schifrin
Foreign Affairs and Defense Correspondent, PBS NewsHour
Office: i,_bl-16_)_ _ _ ___,
Mobile/WhatsApp/Signal:~[b-)(5-)- - - - - ~
1'")(6)

@nickschifrin

From: lbJ(5J
>
Sent: w·..,_,_e-d""n-e-sd7 a_y_,7M""a-r""ch,....,,,2""7,""2"'0""1""9""1""0"'":""07""""A7M,,.,----~

JA
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j>; Nick Schifrin
p; Volker, Kurt D 1 - - - - ( - b ) ( = 6 ) - - - ~
Anderson, Christopher J <1
,,,¼
I
Cc: Kurt Volker <~fb_l<5_)-----~F
To: Kurt Volker

6
{b)( )

<J(bl(6l

Subject: RE: catching up

Released In Part

Dear Nick,
I hope this note finds you well. I wanted lo follow up on my previous note.
Ambassador Volker is still available to meet on Thursday, March 28
(tomorrow) either at 11 :00am-12:00pm or 4:00pm-5:00pm. Please let me
know which you decide. Thank you.
(b)(6)

I

(b)(6)

I

Executive Assistant to Ambassador Kurt Volker

The McCain Institute for International Leadership
at Arizona State University
ASU Barrett & O'Connor Center
1800 I Street NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006
Office:l(b)(5)

I

www.McCainlnstitute.org

Twitter• Facebook • lnstagram • YouTube

I

From:!
(bl(5 l
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2019 9:00 PM
To: 'Kurt Volker' (bl(6l
bX6)

JA

39-403

; Nick Schifrin
D ~--~(b=)l6~)- - - ~

01/17/2020
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March 28, 2019 Continued
1Thursday
5

-----~F

Cc: Kurt Volker f,_~l~(~l
Subject: RE: catching up

Hi Nick-

Hope this note finds you well. Would like to offer up to you some possible
times for Ambassador Volker's availability on Thursday 3/28:

11 :00am-12:00pm
4:00pm-5:00pm

Please let me know what works. Will be glad to schedule you.

All the best,
(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Executive Assistant to Ambassador Kurt Volker

The McCain Institute for International Leadership
at Arizona State University
ASU Barrett & O'Connor Center
1800 I Street NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006
OfficefbJ(5J

I

www.McCainlnstitute.org

JA
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rMarch 2s:2019-c;;ntinued
Thursd;i

Twitter• Facebook • lnsJfillram • YouTube

Released in P1
From: Kurt Volker 1(b)(D)
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2019 3:56 PM
To: Nick Schifrin bl(6l

!>
,

Volker, Kurt D

(b)(6)

; Anderson, Christopher J

(b)(6)

5
~b_,(_l- - - - - - ~

Cc: Kurt Volker
Subject: Re: catching up

Hi Nick -- yes -- happy to -- maybe Thursday this week? Or next week kurt

Amb. Kurt Volker
Executive Director
McCain Institute for International Leadership
Arizona State University

['°'

ASU Barrett & O'Connor Center
I Shoot

N W T W~hl'!9l2!1_DC ""'''

www.McCainlnstitt~
Twitter• Facebook • illfililllls!JTI • YouTube • UnkedlN

r

On Mon, Mar 25, 2019 at 1:30 PM Nick Schifrin
<j(b)(6)
wrote:
Hi Ambassador,

JA
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j March 28, 2019 Continued
· Thursda

This is Nick Schifrin from PBS NewsHour, How are you? I hope all is welL
We are setting up some Ukraine coverage for the next few weeks, and I'm
wondering if you have any time to meet for a coffee?
Thanks very much.

Best,
Nick

Nick Schifrin
Foreign Affairs and Defense Correspondent, PBS NewsHour

r

)(6)

Office:~------~
Mobile/WhatsApp/Signal: ~rb=l(G~l-----~

r

I

16
()

@nickschifrin

j April 30, 2019
!Tuesday
8:30AM · 9:30AM

S Trip Planning Mtg- Russia -- PCR {HST-7516)

Dear Colleagues,

(SBU) Please join me for our first trip planning meeting for the Secretary's
upcoming travel to Russia. The meeting will take place in the PCR
(HST-7516) on Tuesday, April 30 at 0830 EDT.

JA
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IApril 30, 2019 Continued
1

Tuesda
Participants at post are kindly requested to invite others as necessary.
Released in Pa:rt

I

Those joining from outside should dial in to 202-647-0817 up tr'o-'-1-"-5-7"-~
minutes before the scheduled start time and use access code~!--~

I look forward to seeing and hearing from all of you!

Best,
Chris Klein
Deputy Executive Secretary
U.S. Department of State
(b)(6)

IMay 1, 2019
lwednesda
10:00AM-11,00AM

Meeting with S •· Main State

From: Anderson, Christopher J 1
Sent: Tuesda A ril 23 2019 11:53 AM
To: (b)l6)

/bl/61

approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt

They're just realized that they'll both be in the building so the meeting will
be in person.

Christopher J. Anderson
Special Advisor for Ukraine Negotiations

JA
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!"M;yi 2019 Continued
iWednesda
U.S. Department of State - HST 6517

i

rb)(6)

• This is a draft or deliberative email related to ongoing diplomatic
negotiations unless otherwise noted •

From: (b)(5 >
Sent: T;,.u_e_s~d-ay-,-A~p-r=u~2=3-,2=0~1~9~10~:~1=3~:3=8-A~M~------'
To: Anderson, Christopher J;I
(bl(6 >
!Kurt Volker
Cc:
(b)( 6)
olker, Kurt D
Subject: RE: FW: S approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt
Volker

I

llf

Got it. Thanks.

I

(b)(6)

Executive Assistant to Ambassador Kurt Volker

The McCain Institute for International Leadership
at Arizona State University
ASU Barrett & O'Connor Center
1800 I Street NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006
Office: rb)(G)

I

'tf:!IW.McCainlnstitute .org

• Facebook •

From: Anderson, Christopher J
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2019 10:12 AM

JA
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IM~y 1, 2019 Continued
1Wednesda
To: bJl6J

'c=--,----~lb~l/~6~\....,,..,,.,..,,.,_ _ _~K=u~rt~V~oc.,lker .~"_Jl6_J--,-,----,,.----~
_c_c~-...,,...,~--<~b~)(6,-:)_ _ _ _ ___,; Volker, Kurt D
(b)(6)
Subject: Re: FW: S approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt
Volker

Released in Part
Yes - his office. Thanks.

Christopher J. Anderson
Special Advisor for Ukraine Negotiations
U.S. Department of State - HST 6517
[")(6)

* This is a draft or deliberative email related to ongoing diplomatic

negotiations unless otherwise noted •

From: bJl6J
Sent: Tc,,u_e_s_d~a-y-,A~p-r~il~2~3-,~2~0~19~1~0~:0~9~:5~1~A~M~------'

T~

(b)(6)
IKurt,.,_V.,,,of=ke..,_r=-~
Cc: Anderson, Christopher J;
lbJl5J
lvolker, Kurt D
Subject: RE: FW: S approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt
Volker

L

Main State?

IExecutive(b)(6)
J
Assistant tombassador Kurt Volker
The McCain Institute for International Leadership

JA
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IM~y 1, 2019 Continued
!Wednesday
at Arizona State University
ASU Barrett & O'Connor Center
1800 I Street NW, Suite 600

JJ,vil!fil • facebook • lnslagram • YouTube

From:!
(b)(6)
Sent: Monday, A ril 22, 2019 7:11 PM
To: Kurt Volker bl(6 l
Cc:
!

n erson,
''""
(b)(6l
i Volker, Kurt D
1b,"1
Subject: RE: FW: S approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt
Volker

Great, confirmed.

I

Cc: Anderson, Christopher J
(b)(6J
(b)(6)
IVoll<er, u
(bl(6l
Subject: Re: FW: S approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt
Volker

Yes - please do - thanks!

On Mon, Apr 22, 2019 at 5:16 PM!,__ _{""b-'-')(c..6),___ _,
(b)(6)
jwrote:

I

JA
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IM~y 1, 2019 Con-t-in_u_e_d--···---·--------·--···-·----·----

---·----------· - - - - - - - ·----7

l

1wednesda

Ambassador, S staff would like to confirm Wednesday, May
for a secure call. Shall I c o n f i ~
~

1st

at 10am

Relea,.e<I In !>art

(b)(6)

l

From: Kurt V o l k e r ~ - - - - - - - ~
Sent: Friday, April 19, 2019 2:07 PM
Toj
(b)(6)
Subject: Re: FW: S approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt
Volker

I

April 29, May 1, May?-8-9.

On Fri, Apr 19, 2019 at 1:51 PM,_I_ _...,.(b"-')""(6"")_ __,
j
(b)(6)
jwrote:
S staff is now saying they want to wait until you're back in DC and able to
do a secure call. Any dates I can propose?

From: Kurt Volker iCb)tei

Sent: Friday, April 1'...,9,-,"20"'1"'9'""1"':""32,s-e,P""M..---~
To:

!bl/6)

Subject: Re: FW: S approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt
Volker

Yes -

afraid that's the only option. Thanks - Kurt

on Fri,

A~~~~l 2019 at 1

;!ie~

1

~I_ _(~b~)(6~)_ _~

1

Will do. I'll also confirm that you'll do the call unsecure since you'll be
calling from Arizona.

From: Kurt Volker

1~b_1'6_1 - - - - - - ~

Sent: Friday, April 19, 20191:26 PM
Tol

(b)(6)

Subject: Re: FW: S approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt
Volker

JA
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IM;yiio19 Continued
!Wednesday

Released in Pert
Thanks -a I'll be in Arizona on May 2. So that is 7:3a local
do confirm. Thanks - Kurt

perfect - so

On Fri, Apr 19, 2019 at 1:15 PMl~_~(b=l~/6~)_ _~
lb)/6)
!wrote:

I

Ambassador, S staff would like to reschedule your call with the Secretary
to Thursday, May 2 at 9:30am EDT/3:3pm Budapest time. Would you like
us to confirm this time with S staff and arrange for you to do the secure
call from Embassy Budapest on Thursday?

Official
UNCLASSIFIED

Official
UNCLASSIFIED

Official
UNCLASSIFIED

Official
UNCLASSIFIED

Official
UNCLASSIFIED

JA
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r

rom:
(b)(6)
Sent: Friday, Apnl 19, 2019 1:11 PM

j'f''"'---""ihlia,---'-u.JU-\-\_;=;-;_v""":C.,::•.::--E',['---::r-~
~~~==

Cc: _ c e umg
Subject: RE: S ap1Jro1,ed

with SRUN Kurt Volker

Team,

Due to scheduling conflicts, we now need to pull down this call for
Wednesday. Is 9:30am on Thursday, May 2 a possibility for rescheduling
this call?
Thanks,

I (b)(6) I
(b)(6)
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Stale
(b)(6)

Official • SBU
UNCLASSIFIED

From:
/h\lR\
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2019 12:22 PM
To:
{b){6)
!Anderson, Christopher J
(b)(6)
EUR-EE-DL <EUR-EE-PL@state.gQY>
Cc: S_Scheduling <S Sc!leduling@stale.gov>
Subject: RE: S approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt Volker

l

JA

I

!

39-403

01/17/2020

1226
F-2020-D03091!10!2020 20

IMay 1, 2019 Continued
iWednesda

I (bl(6l IAmbassador Volker has confirmed the secure call for Wednesday
4124 at 3pm. He will be calling from Embassy Budapest.

Thanks,

Official • SBU
UNCLASSIFIED

J

From:I
(b)(6)
Sent: lhursda , A nl 18, 20110:39 AM
(b)
To

I (b)(6)

!Thank you for this. We'll revert back to you ASAP with an answer.

(b)(6)

Ukraine Desk Officer (Political)
HST 4427
(b)(6)

Official • SBU
UNCLASSIFIED

(b)(6)
Fromj
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2019 10:32 AM
To: Anderson, Christopher Ji~----lh_V_fi_\_ _~I; EUR-EE-DL
<EUR-EE-OL@state.gov>

JA
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rM·~y 1~ 2019 c~-~ti·;;~;·d---··"·
Wednesda
Cc: S_Scheduling <_§ S c h ~ y >
Subject: S approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt Volker

Hello,

S approved memo 201913724, Call with SRUN Kurt Volker.

Please confirm ~ f o r a secure call with S.
Let us know if a secure call is not possible,

Let us know when we can confirm.

Best,

I (bl/6) I
(b)(6)

Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of State
(b)(6)

Official
UNCLASSIFIED

Amb. Kurt Volker
Executive Director
McCain Institute for International Leadership

JA
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fMay 1, 2019 Continued
'wednesda
Arizona State University

DC 20006

W>Nw.McCainlnstitute.orn
Twitter• Facebooli • ~ • Y o uTube• UnkedlN

Amb. Kurt Volker
Executive Director
McCain Institute for International leadership
Arizona State University

NW~,r-- 20otltl

ASU Barrett & O'Connor Center
'':"", _ ,

DC

1

www.McCainlnstitute.org
Twitter• Facebook • ~ • YouTube • UnkedlN

Amb. Kurt Volker
Executive Director
McCain Institute for International leadership
Ari:i:ona State University
ASU Barrett & O'Connor Center

1

www.McCainlnstitu!e.qrg
Twitter• Facebook • ~ • YouTube • UnkedlN
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i May 1, 2019 Continued
1

Wednesda

Amb. Kurt Volker
Executive Director
McCain Institute for International Leadership
Arizona State University
ASU Barrett & O'Connor Center
1
00 Washinoton DC 20006
\U/\U/

't!.ff:!f_.McCainlnstitute.QITl.
Twitter• Facebook • lnst§ilJllm • YouTube • UnkedlN

IMay 8, 2019
IWednesday
8:45 AM ~ 9:45 AM

S Trip Planning Mtg~ Russia

w~

PCR {HST~7516)

Dear Colleagues,

(SBU) Please join me for our next trip planning meeting for the Secretary's
upcoming travel to Russia. The meeting will take place in the PCR
(HST-7516) on Wednesday, May 8 at 0845 EDT.

Participants at post are kindly requested to invite others as necessary.

Those joining from outside should dial in to 202-647-0817 up to 15 /
minutes before the scheduled start time and use access code

I

JA
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IMay

8, 2019 Continued
lwednesda
I look forward to seeing and hearing from all of you!

Best,
Chris Klein
Deputy Executive Secretary
U,S, Department of Stale
(b)(6)

i May 15, 2019

IWednesda•~-------10:15 AM~ 11:15 AM

S Trip Planning Mtg* Berlin, Switzerland, Naples, Hague, London~- PCR (HST*7516)

Dear Colleagues,

Please join us for a !rip planning meeting for S travel May 30 - Jun 5 lo
Berlin, Switzerland, Naples, Hague, and London in the PCR (HST-7516)
on Wednesday, May 15 at 1015 EDT. Please share with anyone we may
have forgotten.

Ip

to fifteil}J!liml es
Participants outside DC can dial in to 202-647-0817
before the scheduled start time and use access code
-·- Please
note the initial caller will no! hear anything until additional participants join
the call. If you need any further assistance, or if the details of the call
change, please contact the Operations Center at 202-647-1512.

Karen Enstrom and Eva Weigold Schultz
Deputy Executive Secretaries

lbl/6\

JA
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l'May

15, 2019 Continued
lwednesda

1::~n~~~:;

1
~--------- ________________________

10:30AM • 11:30 AM

j

S Trip Planning Mtg~ Berlin, Switzerland, The Hague, London"~ -PCR{HST-7516}

NOTE TIME CHANGE: From 0900 to 1030 EDT

Dear Colleagues,

Please join us for the next trip planning meeting for S travel May 30 - Jun
5 to Berlin, Switzerland, The Hague, and London in the PCR (HST-7516)
on Wednesday, May 22 a! 1030 EDT. Please share with anyone we may
have forgotten.

Participants outside DC can dial in to 202-647-0817 up lo fifte~i:umntlfes
before the scheduled start time and use access codec:::=:::::rPlease note
the initial caller will not hear anything until additional participants join the
call. If you need any further assistance, or if !he details of the call change,
please contact the Operations Center at 202-647-1512.

Karen Enstrom and Eva Weigold Schultz
Deputy Executive Secretaries
(b)(6)

IMay 23, 2019

,

----------·----~·-.J
•- The White H~•u_••---------

LJ~ursday_____·----------·-------·~~~·-------··-·-··----·--···-~-···-----·
3:30 PM " 4:30 PM

Meeting with President Trump

From: Anderson, Christopher J f
Sent: Tuesday, Ma 21, 2019 1:40 PM
To: Kurt Volker (bl(6 l
(b)(6)

(b)(6)

,

Volker, Kurt D

!bl/6l
Subject: FW: May 22123 Briefing by Ukraine Pres Delegation

FYI

JA

meeting with President Trump on Thursday, May 23 al 3:30 pm.
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III/lay 23, 2019 Continued
!Thursda

Official
UNCLASSIFIED

From:
Sent: T,,_u_e-sd~a-y-,~M~a-y~2~1-,~20~1~9~1~:~38-P~M-------~

!

To: Doyle, Emma 1b1161
(b)(6)

j

~~------~~~=""'(=b)~(6_,)~-=~~~~~--~

:=E=========''--'(:::..OL):::..v:::..mc::d:..:.m=a~n, Alexander S (Ky1v I EOP)
-======lhe;,\=m=\==.-,.....,.--~' Anderson, Christopher J

1-(b_l(6_i_ _ _ _ _ _ _~l=b~ria""n=,11J,,<;;--9_prms1~
(b)(6)
Haidel, Michael 8, EOP/WHO
,___ _ _ _(~b~)(6~)_ _ _ _~1'--,;
ibli6)
I; Almstead, Deidre
1 - - - - - - (..
b)'-'(6"")..__ _ _ _..--.!
IBuchan, Samuel .----c-c-----.
'~~~•~"
(b)(6)
I
(b)(6)
Subject: Re: May 22/23 Briefing by Ukraine Pres Delegation

Works for Amb Sondland. Thanks so much! Adding a couple others from
del-lead Secretary Perry's Staff to confirm his availability,

Regards,

From: Doyle, Emma 1ibllBI
Sent: Tuesday, May 261-,=20=1~9~7:=3=2~:3=3~p=M~----'

To:1

{b)(6)
I
Cc:;--,-==-.--,---=c--,-,---,--,-,--,--~IVindman, Alexander S
(Kyiv I EOP); Anderson, Christopher J; brian,mccormacN
(b)(6)
l1bll61
IHaidet, Michael B. EOP/WHO; Almstead, Deidre
Subject: RE: May 22/23 Briefing by Ukraine Pres Delegation

I

JA
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IMay 23, 2019 Continued
IThursda
Adding in Michael Haidet, who is coordinating scheduling.

Would Thursday. May 23. 2019 at 3:30 PM (30 minutes) work?

Best,
Emma

Emma Doyle
Principal Deputy Chief of Staff
The While House

r
)(6)

From:!
(b)(6)
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 1:31 PM
T"'ll6·1,------------"(b:::.,)+-(6:L.)_ _ _ _ _ _ _....J Doyle, Emma
~.

>

(b\16\

Subject: RE: May 22/23 Briefing by Ukraine Pres Delegation

Hi Emma,
Many thanks in advance for an u
(b)(6)
jand my cell is (bl(5 l

I

ates. If you need me, my phone is

~---~

Sincerely,

JA
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[May 23, 2019 Continued
'rhursda
(b)(6)

Energy and Economic Officer
Office of the European Union and Regional Affairs
Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs

(b)(6)

Official • SBU
UNCLASSIFIED

(b)(6)
From:
Sent: Tuesday, Mav 21, 2019 1:11 PM
6
To: EmmaKDoyleJbl( l
Cc:

I

>; Anderson Christo her J

ack (b)(6 )
(b)(6)
Subject: May 22 23 Briefing by Ukraine Pres Delegation
(b )(6)

Emma,

Adding in Ambassador Sondland's control officerl(b~6)grom the State
Department who can coordinate the final timing for t e residential
Delegation's (Secretary Perry, Amb Volker, Amb Sondland, Senator_'=.--~
Johnson) briefing of the President about the Ukrainian inauguration
Wednesday May 22
!-:in"lc:-a:c:te-a::.ft"'e:--:r:--:no-=-o-=-n-:-:--:o-=-rT=huc::rs=dc::ay"7M.::a""'y===-:-:--:m:-:o:--:r::cnic:-n-:'g works best for the
delegation members.

Thanks for your help in advance to set this up!

JA
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I May 23, 2019 Continued
lrhursda

Regards,
(b)(6)

Get Outlook for iOS

I

iMay 24, 2019

I . . F _ r _ i d _ a ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - __ __
11:00AM • 12:00 PM

Friday at 11?

Douglas Rediker

Tel:

rb)(6)

Ess=====~
5
Mob:~r-l(_ l - - - - - ~

Notice: PLEASE DO NOT FORWARD THIS EMAIL TO OTHERS
OUTSIDE OF YOUR ORGANIZATION WITHOUT OUR PRIOR
APPROVAL. This message contains information that may be confidential

JA
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May 24, 2019 Continued
and/or privileged. lf you are not the intended recipient, you should
not use, disclose or take any action based on this message.

This commentary contains forecasts, estimates, opinions, and
other information that are subjective. Statements concerning
economic, financial, or market trends are based on current conditions,
which will fluctuate. There is no guarantee that such statements will be
applicable under all market conditions, especially during periods of
downturn. Although this commentary is based on information and data
derived from sources that we deem to be reliable and accurate, these
views are not guarantees of future performance or occurrence of certain
events and involve certain risks, uncertainties and assumptions that are
difficult to predict Actual events, outcomes and results may differ
significantly from the views expressed. The views and opinions contained
herein should not be considered as investment advice or a
recommendation of any kind. All information and statistics are current as
of the date stated, unless otherwise noted, and we undertake
no obligation to update them.

Sent from my iPhone

On Ma 21, 2019, at 13:39
(b)(6)

/b)/61
wrote:

Dear Doug,
Thanks for the note. I have included the Ambassador's availability on
Friday May 24:
10:30am-12:00pm
2:00pm-5:00pm
Please let me know which you decide, and I'll be happy to schedule you
accordingly.
Thanks and all the best,
(b)(6)

JA
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Released in

I

I

(b)(6)
Executive Assistant to Ambassador Kurt Volker

The McCain Institute for International Leadership
at Arizona State University

ASU Barrel! & O'Connor Center
1800 I Street NW, Suite 600
Washinqton, DC 20006
Office: p,i<0 J

i

Twitter• Facebook • lnstagram • YouTube

From: Douglas Rediker (bJ(s,
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2~0_1_9_9_:_0_7_A_M-----------~
To: Kurt Volker <fblillJ
Cc: Ambassador Kurt Volker

~
/b)/6)
(bl/6)

Anderson,

Kurt,

Safe travels!

I am around all day Friday this week (other than 9-10), so let me know if
anytime that day works.

JA
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May 24, 2019 Continued

And definitely want to also arrange sometime more social. let's find a
way.

Doug

Douglas Rediker
www.internationalcl!.~.

Tel:

r

r(6)
Mob:

I

I

Notice: PLEASE DO NOT FORWARD THIS EMAIL TO OTHERS
OUTSIDE OF YOUR ORGANIZATION WITHOUT OUR PRIOR
APPROVAL. This message contains information that may be confidential
and/or privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you should
not use, disclose or take any action based on this message.

This commentary contains forecasts, estimates, opinions, and
other information that are subjective. Statements concerning
economic, financial, or market trends are based on current conditions,
which will fluctuate. There is no guarantee that such statements will be
applicable under all market conditions, especially during periods of
downturn. Although this commentary is based on information and data
derived from sources that we deem to be reliable and accurate, these
views are not guarantees of future performance or occurrence of certain
events and involve certain risks, uncertainties and assumptions that are
difficult to predict Actual events, outcomes and results may differ
significantly from the views expressed. The views and opinions contained
herein should not be considered as investment advice or a
recommendation of any kind. All information and statistics are current as
of the date stated, unless otherwise noted, and we undertake
no obligation to update them.
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Pby24, 2019 Continued

1

Frida
ftaleaaed In Part

Sent from my iPhone
6

On May 21, 2019, at 09:00, Kurt Volker 1'--'.b-)(_)_ _ _ _ _ __,F wrote:
Hi Doug -- on my way back from Kiev now •- get into DC late
tonight Maybe we can have coffee on Friday, or next week? And we
really need to do a proper get together socially al some point, but it seems
like we are in motion all the lime these days ...

Best• Kurt
Amb. Kurt Volker
Executive Director
McCain Institute for International leadership
Arizona State University

ASU Barrett & O'Connor Center

[~"~
~
Twitter• Facebook • lnstaa_ram • YouTube • UnkedlN

On Mon, May 20, 2019 at 7:48 PM Douglas Rediker
sj(b)(6l
~ wrote:
Kurt,

Hope you are well. Please let me know if you have time lo chat Am
anxious to hear your views on Zelensky, etc.

JA
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May 24, 2019 Continued

Friday

Doug

Douglas Rediker

www.internationalcacjtalstrate\jjas.com
(b)(6l

l

Tel:.
Mob:

~r-)(_ _ _ _ _ _~
61

Notice: PLEASE DO NOT FORWARD THIS EMAIL TO OTHERS
OUTSIDE OF YOUR ORGANIZATION WITHOUT OUR PRIOR
APPROVAL. This message contains information that may be confidential
and/or privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you should
not use, disclose or take any action based on this message.

This commentary contains forecasts, estimates, opinions, and
other information that are subjective. Statements concerning
economic, financial, or market trends are based on current conditions,
which will fiuctuate. There is no guarantee that such statements will be
applicable under all market conditions, especially during periods of
downturn. Although this commentary is based on information and data
derived from sources that we deem to be reliable and accurate, these
views are not guarantees of future performance or occurrence of certain
events and involve certain risks, uncertainties and assumptions that are
difficult to predict. Actual events, outcomes and results may differ
significantly from the views expressed. The views and opinions contained
herein should not be considered as investment advice or a
recommendation of any kind. All information and statistics are current as
of the date stated, unless otherwise noted, and we undertake
no obligation to update them.

JA
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IMay 24, 2019 Continued
IFrida

Sent from my iPhone

I

I May 28, 2019
!Tuesday
9:00AM · 10::00 AM

.

I

S Trip Planning Mtg " Berlin, Switterland, The Hague, and London "· PCR (HST• 7516)

Dear Colleagues,

Please join us for the last trip planning meeting for S travel May 30 - Jun 5
to Berlin, Switzerland, The Hague, and London in the PCR (HST-7516) on
Tuesday, May 28 at 0900 EDT. Please share with anyone we may have
forgotten.

Participants outside DC can dial in to 202-647-0817 up to fiftee
· es
before the scheduled start time and use access code c:::::::::TPlease note
the initial caller will not hear anything until additional participants join the
call. If you need any further assistance, or if the details of the call change,
please contact the Operations Center at 202-647-1512.

Karen Enstrom and Eva Weigold Schultz
Deputy Executive Secretaries
(b)(6)

13,

!June
2019
1
Thursda
2:00 PM • 2:45 PM

Canceled: Ambassador Kurt Volker, Special Representative for Ukraine Negotiations •~ Office

JW!CS PROPOSAL: Feinberg 6/7 at 8:48AM

JWICS CONFIRMATION: Vindman 6/7 al 12:33PM

TOPIC: U.S.-Ukraine bilateral relations

JA
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NSC PARTICIPANTS: Fiona Hill, Alex Vindman

EXTERNAL PARTICIPANTS: SA Anderson

INTERPRETATION: NO

PHOTO:YES

TWEET:YES

WAVES: Action with #EUR

PARKING: NONE

ESCORT: Alex Vindman

COFFEE CART: NO
ADDITIONAL:

JA
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IJune26,2019
lwednesday
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM

REMINDER! EUR Staff Assistants farewell Bash -- 6223

Join us at 12:30!

iJuly 9, 2019

liu~day_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~
3:50 PM - 4;45 PM

Surprise Send-Off for Chris Anderson ~- HST 6227

Please join us for a surprise send off for Chris Anderson, who is finishing
his last week as Special Advisor for Ukraine Negotiations. We'll gather in
SBO Murphy's suite (HST 6227) at 3:50pm tomorrow (Tuesday) for a
4pm toast. Please feel free to pass along this invitation to other
colleagues who might be interested in attending!

IJuly 23, 2019
ITuesda~-------------------------------~
2:15 PM - 2:45 PM

CANCELLED Meeting w Tim Morrison -- EEOB 393

Croft will join

IJuly 26, 2019

i Friday

[lb~

··-----------------

12;30 PM - 2:00 PM

Celebrating

I

(b)(6)

f- 6223

----~

r---.,,,,..~,----

The lime has come for us to say farewell to~~--__,who has served
for more than 30 years. Please join us at HST in room 6223 on July 26
from 12:30-2 to wish her well.
Please let us know if you'll attend by this Friday a n ~ you wish lo
contribute to her gift, please stop by 6223 and see L+-Jor c:::;J_by
Friday, July 19.
1
....,~

~

JA
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2019 Continued

iJuly 30, 2019
I

!Tuesday
8:30 AM • 9:00 AM

0830 Cati to Amb Huntsman -- 6517

KV to initiate.

[°August 19, 2019
Monda
9:00 AM · 9:30 AM

HOLD: Ambassador Volker~- Office

JWICS PROPOSAL: Feinberg 8/16 at 10:57AM
JWICS CONFIRMATION:
TOPIC: Ukraine
NSC PARTICIPANTS: Tim Morrison, Alex Vindman

EXTERNAL PARTICIPANTS:
INTERPRETATION:
PHOTO:
TWEET:
WAVES:

PARKING:
ESCORT:
COFFEE CART:
ADDITIONAL:

!August 30, 2019

i Friday

4:00 PM • 5:00 PM

Front Office Happy Hour-~ happy hour

Note the updated time, per PDAS request.

JA
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30, 2019 Continued

On this Labor Day weekend eve, please join the EUR Front Office to toast
our status as the flagship bureau, and celebrate promotions.

Our generous PDAS will provide a selection of cold beverages-read:
wine--and snacks.

Thanks,

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Special Assistant, Office of the Assistant Secretary
Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs
b)(6)

iSeptember S, 2019
irhursda
9:30 AM • 10:30 AM

lnteragency Tandberg on for Sep 5

WW

Amb Cormack's office

Colleagues,

The lnteragency SVTC will take place at the regularty scheduled time of
0930, September 5. lnshal!ah we will overcome connection challenges.

•
APDAS Cormack will open the meeting, and the Tandberg will take
place in her office. AMB Reeker will join after he finishes addressing our
U.S. ambassadors in EUR.

JA
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•
Tim Morrison has confirmed his attendance, along with
representatives from OSD/RUE and OSDIEUR/NATO.

•
DASes: Your presence is welcome and not mandatory. It is likely
that the 0830 EUR COMS call will run over the 60 minute mark.

Thanks to those of you whose teams have provided points. A proposed
agenda is below:
(b)(5) DP-f1berat1ve Process

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

Thanks,

(bl(6)

(b)(6)

Special Assistant, Office of the Assistant Secretary
Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs

JA
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b)(6)

JA
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United States Department of State
Washington, JJ.C. 2052()

January 10, 2020
Case No. F-2019-09097
American Oversight
Daniel McGrath
1030 l 5th Street NW, B255
Washington, DC 20005
Dear Mr. McGrath:
In the course of searching for records responsive to your above-referenced Freedom of
Information Act request, the Department located the enclosed documents. We have reviewed the
documents and have been unable to determine whether these documents are in fact responsive to
your request. Given this uncertainty and the circumstances of this case, the Department has
decided to produce the enclosed documents to you today in addition to our production of
documents that we have determined to be responsive. Most ofthe enclosed documents are
already in tbe public domain.
The Department notes that any sharing of the enclosed documents to third parties, including
posting them to the internet, should include a copy of this letter making clear that we have been
unable to detenninc whether the documents are in fact responsive to your request. Without such
a clarification, there is an unavoidable risk that the public would be misinformed, and could be
misled into helieving that the Department has determined these documents to be responsive to
your request.

If you have any questions, your attorney may contact Trial Attorney, Josh Ahbuhl at (202) 616·
8366 or at Joshuu.t';h_QJ!l)_IQ.{llJ~9Q.1,g_(_!','.. Please refer to civil action number l 9-cv-3058, and FOlA
case number F-2019-09097 in all correspondence regarding this ease.
Sincerely,

Susan C. Weetman
Deputy Director
Office oflnformation Programs and Services
Enclosures: As stated.

JA
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The Freedom oflnfonnafion Act (5 USC 552)
FOIA Exemptions
(bXl)

Infonnation specifically authorized by an executive order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense or foreign policy. E.xecutive Order 13526 includes the following
classification categories:
l .4(a)
l .4(b)
1.4(c)
1A(d)

lA(e)
1.4{t)

1.4(g)
l .4(h)

Military plans, systems, or operations
Foreign government information
Intelligence activities, sources or methods, or cryptology
Foreign relations or foreign activities of the US, including confidential sources
Scientific, tecbnological, or economic matters relating to national security,
including defense against transnational terrorism
U.S. Government programs for safeguarding nuclear materials or facilities
Vulnerabilities or capabilities of systems, installations, infrastructures, projects,
plans, or protection services relating to US national security, including defense
against transnational terrorism
Weapons of mass destruction

(bX2)

Related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency

(b)(3)

Specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than S USC SS2), for example:

ARMSEXP
CIA PBRS/ORG

EXPORT CONTROL
FSACT
INA
IRAN

Arms Export Control Act, 50a USC 24ll(e)
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, SO USC 403(g)
Export Administration Act of1979, SO USC App. See. 24ll(c)
Foreign Service Act of 1980, 22 USC 4004
Innnigration and Nationality Act, 8 USC l202{f), Sec. 222{f)
Iran Claims Settlement Act, Public Law 99-99, Sec. 505

(b)(4)

Trade secrets and confidential commercial or financial information

(bX5)

Interagency or intra-agency communications forming part of the deliberative process,
anomey.cClient privilege, or attorney work product

(bX6)

Personal privacy information

(bX7)

Law enforcement information whose disclosure would:
(A) interfere with enforcement proceedings
(B) deprive a person of a fair trial
(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy
(D) disclose confidential sources
(E) disclose investigation techniques
(F) endanger life or physical safety of an individual

(b)(8)

Prepared by or for a government agency regulating or supervising f"mancial institutions

(bX9}

Geological and geoph,sical information and data, including maps. concemi.ng wells
Other Grounds for Withholding

NR

JA

Material not responsive to a FOIA request excised with the agreement ofthe requester
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Released in Pan

[7/12/19, 10:08:23 PMJ NSC: B.E:ZMes$ages to this group are now
secured wit.h end-to-end encryption.
[7/12/19, 10:08:23 PM) a€ZChris Anderson created group A€o,NSCa€
[7/12/19, 10:08:24 PM1 aeZChris Anderson added you
[7/12/19, 10:10:47 PMJ Chris Anderson: FY~I_-_.:.A=l.::e.::x_:_to.::l:.:d:....:u::s~2'.:.:...__ _--:i_ _
request for: phone call went up to Bolton.

loe~~!~~;:
Process

(b)(S)

Deliberative
Process

(b)(5)

Deliberative
Process

Anderson: a€Z<attached: 00000008-

1s

appy

o get your 1npu

on w at to

~-~-~---1~~;19~a~1;07:19
(b)(S)

o;::~ve

JA

PM} Kurt Volker: Ok - will do
[7/12/19, 11:09:15 PM] Chris Anderson: Here is the letter itself.
d€:Z[7/12/19 1 11:09:23 PM] Chris Anderson: a-E:Z<attached: 00000013PHOT0-2019-07-12-23-09-23. jpg>
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Released in Part
I think that is one on one. If not, feel free to join -

I'll ask Danylyuk
But probably not chaliy I think
Got it. One on one would be good.
Are you also seeing Yermak?
Also - Hecker has no time on Wednesday - he could
maybe do a meeting at 2:45 on Thursday assuming
his meeting with C doesn't run long.
Ok- I think I'll miss him then
Yes on Yermak - Wednesday am coffee

(b)(5) Deliberative Prncess

So you need me to cancel the Thursday Hecker
meeting? What about doing 30 minutes?
And Yermak is joining the Danilyuk Bolton meeting.

Hi -- I can do Hecker up until 10:45am on Thursday,
but then need to head to the airport. Can he do
morning? even breakfast? I have a 9am phone call
for 20 min, but other than that clear...
(b)(5) Deliberative Process

We are at the table in the restaurant
Great - just park es
Parked

Hecker can do 8-830 st Fairmont

Does 8-830 on Thursday work for Hecker? Seeing
Germans now..•
Yes - that's great -

JA
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Released in Part

(b)(S) Dehberahve Process

I just spoke w Bill.

I(b}(S} Deliberative Process

Ok

JA
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I Released in Fulll
[9/8/19, 11:20:08 AM] Ukraine: a€ZMessages to this group are now
secured with end-to-end encryption.

[9/8/19, 11:20:08 AM] a€ZGordon Sandland created group a€~Ukrainea€
[9/8/19, 11:20:09 AM] aeicordon Sandland added you
[9/8/19, 11:20:32 AM] Gordon Sandland: Guys, multiple convos with
Ze, Potus. Lets talk
[9/8/19, 11:21:41 A.•l] Bill Taylor: Now is fine with me
[9/8/19, 11:26:13 AM] Kurt Volker: Try again a.€" could not hear
[9/8/19, 11:40:11 AM] Bill Taylor: Gordon ar.d I just spoke. r can
brief you if you and Gordon don't connect
[9/8/19, 12:37:28 PM] Bill Taylor: The nightmare is they give the
interview and don't get the security assistance. The Russians love
it. (And I quit.)
[9/8/19, 5:04:16 ~Ml Kurt Volker: Ia€™m not in the loop. Talk
Monday?
[9/9/19, 12:16:42 AM] Gordon Sondland: Call at your convenience or
let me know a good time. I am in Brussels
[9/9/19, 12:20:32 AM] Kurt Volker: Will do - just getting started
here in Georgia aE:" will step out and call in an hour or so a
thanks!
[9/9/19, 12:31:06 AM] Bill Taylor: The message to the Ukrainians
(and Russians) we send with the decision on security assistance is
key. With the hold, we have already shaken their fai.th in us. Thus
my nightmare scenario.

[9/9/19, 12:34:44 AM] Bill Taylor: Counting on you to be right about
this interview, Gordon.
!9/9/19, 12:37:16 AM] Gordon Sondland: Bill, I never said I was
a€rerightaE: . I said we are where we are and believe we have
identified the best pathway forward. Lets hope it works.
[9/9/19, 12:47:11 AM] Bill Taylor: As I said on the phone, I think
it's crazy to withhold security assistance for help with a political
campaign.
[9/9/19, 5:19:35 AM] Gordon Sandland: Bill, I believe you are
incorrect about President Trumpa€'"s intentions. The President has
been crystal clear: no quid pro quoa€""s of any kind. The President
is trying to evaluate whether vkraine is cruly going to adopt the
transparency and reforms that President Zelensky promised during his
campaign. I suggest we stop the back and forth by text. If you
still have concerns, I recommend you give Lisa Kenna or Sa call to
discuss them directly. Thanks.
[9/9/19, 5:47:09 AM] Bill Taylor: I agree
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[9/1/19, 12:08:57 PMI Bill Taylor: Are we now saying that security
assistance and WH meeting are conditioned on invescigations?
[9/1/19, 12:42:29 PMJ Gordon Sondland: Call me
[9/3/19, 11:49:46 AMI Bill Taylor: Defense Minister Zagorodnyuk is
calling you both about security assistance. I think Kurt talked with
him last night.
[9/4/19, 9:55:18 AM] Kurt Volker: Yes a€" we had a good talk a£"
Bill a€" I§€~11 call you later today
[9/4/19, 11:08:05 AM] Bill Taylor: Sounds good. Am heading to the
airport to pick up Senators Johnson and Murphy~ Messages for them?
[9/4/19, 12:42:20 PM] Kurt Volker: Thank you for the letter!!
And
push for WH visit ...
[9/4/19, 12:42:44 PMI Kurt Volker: Being denied visas for Russia is
a badge of honor
[9/4/19, 12:44:03 PM] Kurt Volker: Even more convinced of our
assessment after inauguration.§.-£" zelenskyy is the real deal and he
needs our support
[9/4/19, 3:22:02 PMJ Bill Taylor: Made those points. They are in
exactly the right place.
[9/12/19, 12:08:40 Pu'!] Kurt Volker: Hi a€" got an email overnight
from SASC a€u says hold is lifted~ Leta.ems verify~ ..
[9/12/19, 12:10:19 AM] Bill Taylor: Got the same message. Checking
with NSC
[9/12/19, 12:10:49 AM] Kurt Volker: Great - thanks! Let me know
what you hear!
Non Responsive
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[8 13/19, 9:20:21 AM] Kurt Volker: You free?
[8/13/19, 10:26:44 AM] Kurt Volker: Special attention should be paid
to the problem of interference in the political processes of the
United States, especially with the alleged involvement of some
Ukrainian politicians. I want to declare that this is unacceptable.

We intend to initiate and complete a transparent and unbiased
investigation of all available facts and episodes, including those
involving Burisma and the 2016 U.S. elections, which in turn will
prevent the recurrence of this problem in the future.

[8/13/19, 10:27:20 AM] Gordon Sondland: Perfect.
Andrey after our call
[8/13/19, 10:27:53 AM] Kurt Volker: Yes
{8/13/19, 10:38:57 AM] Gordon Sandland: a€ZMissed
{8/13/19, 10:39:27 AM] Gordon Sandland: a€ZMissed
[8/13/19, 10:42:20 AM] Gordon Sandland: a€ZMissed
{8/13/19, 10:49:20 AM] Gordon Sandland: a€ZMissed
[S/13/19, 2:44:59 PM] Gordon Sondland: U going to

Lets send to
voice call
group voice call
voice call
voice call
call Andrey first

tomorrow?

(8/15/19, 7:26:36 AM) Gordon Sandland: Hi, did you connect with
Andrey?
[8/15/19, 7:34:14 AM) Kurt Volker: Not yet - will talk w bill and
then call him later today. Want to know our status on asking them
to investigate

{8/15/19, 7:51:49 AM] Gordon Sandland: Good thought
[8/17/19, 2:48:40 PM] Gordon Sandland: Yermak just tapped on me
about dates. Havent responded. Any updates?
[8/17/19, 3:02:55 PM] Kurt Volker: Hi a€" Ia€"'ve got nothing. Bill
had no info on requesting an investigation a€" calling a friend at
DOJ (Bruce Schwartz)
[8/17/19, 3:06:19 PM] Gordon Sondland: Do we still want Zeto give
us an unequivocal draft with 2016 and Boresma?
[8/17/19, 4:34:21 PM] Kurt Volker: Thata€™s the clear message so far
[8/17/19, 4:34:39 PM] Kurt Volker: Ia€""m hoping we can put something
out there that causes him to respond with that
[8/17/19, 4:41:09 PM] Gordon Sondland: Unless you think otherwise I
will return Andreys call tomorrow and suggest they send us a clean
draft.
[8/17/19, 6:57:11 PM] Kurt Volker: Leta€™s talk tomorrow my morning
so you have all latest. We spoke for about 30 min today
[8/17/19, 6:58:05 PM] Gordon Sandland: Deal
[8/18/19, 7:13:04 AM] Gordon Sondland: Call when up
[8/18/19, 10:11:00 AM] Kurt Volker: Hi Gordon a€" am free anytime Kurt
[8/19/19, 8:56:25 AM] Gordon Sandland: Drove the a€relarger issuea€
home with Yermak. Not about just a meeting but the relationship per
se. please convey to John. Also Yermak raised the Bolton visit and
said he would appreci.ate us both joining the meetings. Kindly
convey. Th><
[8/19/19, 7:27:50 PM] Gordon Sandland: a€ZMissed voice call
[8/19/19, 7:27:59 PM] Gordon Sandland: a€ZMissed voice call
[8/23/19, 10:49:20 AM] Gordon Sandland: a€ZMissed voice call
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[7/7/19, 3:08:45 PM] Bill Taylor: My question is about DanyliukPrystaiko -- have you been working with both on the phone call? Did
Prystaiko and Ze get it when you laid out what needs to happen on
the call? Should I follow up with Prystaiko?
[7/7/19, 3:09:30 PM] Bill Taylor: Or with Bohdan?
[7/7/19, 4:30:24 PM] Kurt Volker: Hi bill a€" sorry a€" just saw
this aen l can talk now or first thing tomorrow if you can - best
Kurt
[7/7/19, 4:32:31 PM] Kurt Volker: Spoke w Zelensky, bogdan and
Prystaiko in Toronto~ Have spoke w Oanylyuk by phone and will see
him in DC Tuesday. There does seem to be some disconnect on their
side §.€" in addition to our side!
Best
Kurt

[7/7/19, 11:21:12 PM] Bill Taylor: Yup. Can r tell the three of them
-- Prystaiko, Danyliuk and Bohdan -- that we can schedule the phone
call if Zeis ready to say that he is not interfering, one way or
another, in any investigations? I would like to talk about it
what's a good time for you today?
[7/8/19, 9:12:25 AMI Bill Taylor: Let's talk today. I will be asking
to see Bohdan (probably with Vadyrn) to try to nail down this end of
the phone call~ They didn't say that they were on board for the call

when you talked to them in Toronto?
[7/8/19, 9:12:30 AM] Kurt Volker: Hi bill - I can call around
9:30/9:40 de time of ok?
[7/8/19, 9:14:05 AM] Kurt Volker: Zelensky was on board - bogdan was
skeptical.

Worried that a call substitutes for a visit.

I pulled

the two of them aside at the end and explained the Giuliani
factor.~[7/8/19, 9:16:50 AM] Bill Taylor: Live interview here 4:30 here,
9:30 there. How about 6 here1 11 there? Or pick a later time today.
[7/8/19, 9:31:17 AM] Kurt Volker: Great a€" I can do 1:30pm here/
8;30 for you a.€" does that work?
[7/8/19, 10:01:37 AM] Bill Taylor: Perfectly
[7/8/19, 1:29:42 PM] Bill Tavlor: Callino shortlv
Non Responsive
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AM Kurt Vo er: Got a minute?
Best - Kurt
{8/9/19, 10:56:31 AM] Gordon Sondland: a€ZMissed voice call
{8/9/19, 5:35:53 PM] Gordon Sondland: Morrison ready to get dates as

soon as Yermak confirms.
[8/9/19, 5:46:21 PM] Kurt Volker: Excellent!!

How dld you sway
him? : l
[8/9/19, 5:47:34 PM] Gordon Sondland: Not sure i did. I think potus
really wants the deliverable
[8/9/19, 5:48:00 PM] Kurt Volker: But does he know that?
[8/9/19, 5:48:09 PM] Gordon Sondland: Yep
[8/9/19, 5:48:37 PM] Gordon Sond1and: Clearly lots of convos going
on
[8/9/19, 5:48:38 PM] Kurt Volker: Ok a€" then thata€™s good ita€"'s
coming from two separate sources
[8/9/19, 5:51:18 PM] Gordon Sondland: To avoid misundestandings,
might be helpful to ask Andrey for a draft statememt (embargoed) so
that we can see exactly what they propose to cover. Even though Ze
does a live presser they can still summarize in a brief statement.
Thoughts?
[8/9/19, 5:51:42 PM] Kurt Volker: Agree!
[8/10/19, 11:58:56 AM] Gordon Sondland: Anything from Andrey?
[8/10/19, 1:22:51 PM] Kurt Volker: Not yet a€" will give him some
time

[8/10/19, 1:23:24 PM] Gordon Sondland: I briefed Ulrich. All good
[8/10/19, 5:12:44 PM] Kurt Volker: This came in from Andrey a€" I
suggested we talk at my 10am I his 5pm tomorrow ...
[8/10/19, 5:12:49 PM] Kurt Volker: Hi Kurt. Please let me know when
you can talk. I think ita€~s possible to make this declaration and
mention all these things. Which we discussed yesterday. But it will
be logic to do after we receive a confirmation of date. We inform
about date of visit and about our expectations and our guarantees

for future visit. Let discuss it
[8/10/19, 5:14:08 PM] Gordon Sondland: If thata€™s 10am Eastern,
can join you if you wish.
[8/10/19, 5:14:31 PM] Kurt Volker: Yes a€" hoping you can!
[8/10/19, 5:14:51 PM] Gordon Sandland: Great. You want to call
State ops or shall I?
[8/10/19, 5:15:05 PM! Kurt Volker: No a€" 1@€'"11 just do via
wha ta€0"s App
[8/10/19, 5:15:28 PM] Gordon Sondland: Perfect. Talk tomorrow.
[8/11/19, 9:48:53 AM] Kurt Volker: Hi Gordon a€" ready in 10 min?
[8/11/19, 9:49:08 AM] Gordon Sondland: Yes
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(5/27/19, 4:25:18 PM] Christopher J. Anderson: Ah •.. the hub call is in a studio across the street. Would
probably need 10 minutes to be safe. Should we postpone or start early? And want to reiterate that you
can't do it?
(5/27/19, 4:25:39 PM] Ambassador Kurt Volker: We could start at 8:45am
(5/27/19, 4:26:12 PM] Ambassador Kurt Volker: Yes - have told that to bill and to reeker. And talking to
reeker this evening
[5/27/19, 10:15:26 PM] Christopher J. Anderson: All set for an 845 start. I'll let you know where to meet
in the morning.
[5/27/19, 11:27:46 PM] Ambassador Kurt Volker: Great -thanks!
[S/28/19, 6:53:58 AM] Christopher J. Anderson: Matthew will meet is at 830 at the C street lobby to take
us over and get you prepared.
(5/28/19, 7:42:41 AM] Ambassador Kurt Volker: Ok - thanks!

[5/28/19, 12:05:09 PM] Ambassador Kurt Volker: Yes - that is a good reason/ good point. Let me
discuss w Prystaiko and danyliuk,
{b)(5) Deliberative Process

[5/29/19, 5:07:44 PM] Ambassador Kurt Volker: Ok... but let's try to get a visit date still....
[5/29/19, 5:08:34 PM] Christopher J. Anderson: Yup. And will also flag the SVTC with French/Germans.
Want to see if Fiona ls free before or after?
(5/29/19, 5:08:49 PMl Ambassador Kurt Volker: Sure that would be ~ood. Thv kv

r (b)(5) Deliberative Process I
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[5/30/19, 12:44:32 PM] Christopher J. Anderson: I'll bring a copy to the meeting today. It's on the high
side.

Non Responsive
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Am assa or Kurt Volker: Yes -

10 min?

[6/21/19, 9:16:36 AM] Christopher J. Anderson: Perfect.
[6/21/19, 1:04:04 PM] Christopher J. Anderson: Prystaiko's office said 5-L is preferred option.
[6/21/19, 1:04:12 PM] Ambassador Kurt Volker: Ok
[6/21/19, 1:04:34 PM] Christopher J. Anderson: Might be good to touch base over weekend if you have
time. I'll let Taylor know .•.
[6/21/19, 1:11:41 PM] Ambassador Kurt Volker: Just texted Vadym. Happy to talk w bill this weekend
(6/21/19, 1:11:45 PM] Ambassador Kurt Volker: And Vadym
[6/21/19, 1:12:37 PM] Christopher J. Anderson: Sorry - I meant you should touch base with Vadym and
that I'll let Taylor know what's going on.
[6/21/19 1·13·05 PM] Ambassador Kurt Volker· Ok -good I'll let you know what he says

Non Responsive

F4
Non r<espons1ve
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United States Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520
January IO, 2020
Case No: F-2019-09097

American Oversight
Daniel McGrath
1030 15th Street NW, B255
Washington, DC 20005
Dear Mr. McGrath:
This is in response to your request under the Freedom ofinformation Act (the "FOIA"), 5 U.S.C.
§ 552, referenced above, dated September 11, 2019. In conjunction with FOlA case number
F-2020-00309, the Department reviewed over 300 potentially responsive pages. The Department
identified 19 pages responsive to your request and has determined that 12 pages may be released
in full, and 7 pages may be released in part
An enclosure explains the FOIA exemptions and other grounds for withholding material. Where
we have made redactions, the applicable FOIA exemptions are marked on each document. In
some cases, two or more exemptions may apply to the same document. All non-exempt material
that is reasonably segregable from exempt material has been released in the enclosed pages.
The processing of your request remains ongoing. If you have any questions, your attorney may
contact Trial Attorney, Josh Abbuhl at (202) 616-8366 or at Joshua.Abbuhl@usdoi.gov. Please
refer to civil action number 19-cv-3058, and FOIA case number F-2019-09097 in all
correspondence regarding this case.
Sincerely,

Su.JO{(! { J ) ~
Susan C. Weetman
Deputy Director
Office ofinformation Programs and Services

Enclosures: As stated.
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The Freedom oflnformation Act (5 USC 552)
FOIA Exemptions
(bXl)

Information specifically authorized by an executive order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense or foreign policy. Executive Order 13526 includes the following
classification categories:
Militaty plans, systems, or operations
Foreign government information
Intelligence activities, sources or methods, or cryptology
Foreign relations or foreign activities of the US, including confidential sources
Scientific, technological, oreconomie matters relating to national security,
including defense against transnational terrorism
1.4(1) U.S. Government programs for safeguarding nuclear materials or facilities
l.4(g) Vulnerabilities or capabilities of'systems, installations, infrastructures, projects,
plans, or protection services relating to US national security, including defense
against transnational terrorism
l.4(h) Weapons of mass destruction
l .4(a)
lA(b)
L4(c)
1A(d)
l.4(e)

ofan agency

(b){2)

Related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices

(b)(3)

Specifically exempted from. disclosure by statute (other than 5 USC 552), for example:
ARMSEXP
CIA PERS/ORG
EXPORT CONTROL
FSACT

INA
IRAN

Arms Export Control Act, 50a USC24ll(c)

Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, 50 USC 403(g)
Export Administration Act of 1979, SO USC App. Sec. 241 l(c)
Foreign Service Act of l 9S0, 22 USC 4004
Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 USC 1202(f), Sec. 222(f)
Iran Claims Settlement Act, Public Law 99-99, Sec. 505

(bX4)

Trade secrets and confidential commercial or financial infonnation

(b)(S)

Inlciagency or intra-agency communications forming part of the deh'berative process.
attorney-client privilege, or attorney work product

{b)(6)

Personal privacy information

(b)(7)

Law enforcement information whose disclosure would:
(A) interfere with enforcement proceedings
(B) deprive a person ofa fair trial
(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy
(D) disclose confidential sources
(E) disclose investigation techniques
(F) endanger life or physical safety of an individual

(b)(8)

Prepared by or for a government agency regulating or supervising financial institutions

(b)(9)

Geological and geophrsical information and data, including maps., concerning wells
Other Grounds for Withholding

NR
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Material not responsive to aFOIA request excised with the agreement ofthe requester
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[8/9/19, 2:24:21 PM]
[8/9/19, 2:24:21 PM]
are now secured with
[8/9/19, 2:24:57 PM]
here, including with

a€ZYou created group a€~Andrey/Gordon/Kurta €
Andrey/Gordon/Kurt: a€ZMessages to this group
end-to-end encryption.
Kurt Volker: Hi Andreya€" we have all consulted
Rudy. Can you do a call later today or

tomorrow your afternoon time? Kurt
[8/9/19, 2:25:40 PM] Gordon Sandland: I have a call sched at 3pm

Eastern for the three of us. Ops wlll call
[8/13/19, 10:11:50 AM] Kurt Volker: Hi Andrey a€" we spoke with
Rudy. When is good to call you?
[8/13/19, 10:19:20 AM] Andrey Yermak: Hi Kurt
[8/13/19, 10:19:50 AMI Gordon Sandland: I can talk now
[8/13/19, 10:20:54 AM] Andrey Yermak: Ta€'"m in Israel
[8/13i19, 10:21:20 AM] Gordon Sondland: Important. Do you have 5
mins
[8/13/19, 10:21:21 AM] Andrey Yermak: I can speak in 10-15 min
[8/13/19, 10:22:55 AM] Gordon Sondland: Ok I will have our operator
dial us in at 4:35 Brussels time
[8/13/19, 10:23:14 AM] Kurt Volker: Can we do this one on whata€'"s
App?
[8/13/19, 10:23:31 AM] Gordon Sondland: Ok, fine. Can you initiate?
[8/13/19, 10:23:41 AMI Kurt Volker: Yes - will do
[8/13/19, 10:24:17 AM] Andrey Yermak: Ok
[8/13/19, 12:11:15 PM] Kurt Volker: Hi Andrey a€" good talking a€"
following is text with insert at the end for the 2 key items. We
wlll work on official request
[8/13/19, 12:11:19 PM] Kurt Volker: Special attention should be paid
to the problem of interference in the political processes of the
United States, especially with the alleged involvement of some
Ukrainian politicians. I want to declare chat this is unacceptable.
We intend to initiate and complete a transparent and unbiased
investigation of all available facts and episodes, including those
involving Burisma and the 2016 U.S. elections, which in turn will
prevent the recurrence of this problem in the future.
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[7/10/19, 7:57:58 AM] Kurt Volker, Good grief. Please tell Vadym to
let the official USG representatives speak for the U.S. lutsenko
has his own self-Interest here ...
[7/10/19, 7:58:37 AM] Bill Taylor: Exactly what I told them.
[7/10/19, 7:59:41 AM] Bill Taylor: And I said that RG is a private
citizen.

[7/10/19, 11:43:41 AM] Bill Taylor: I briefed Ulrich this afternoon
on this.
[7/10/19, 2:26:06 PM] Bill Taylor: Eager to hear if your meeting
with Danyliuk and Bolton resulted in a decision on a call.
[7/10/19, 10:26:13 PM] Bill Taylor: How did the meeting go?
[7/10/19, 10:29:44 PM] Kurt Volker: Nol good&€" let&e-"s talk a€" kv
[7/10/19, 10:31:20 PM] Bill Taylor: Just called. You are on the
phone.
{7/14/19, 10:07:27 AM] Gordon Sandland: Everyone is now focused on
making the Potus ZE call happen prior to 7/21
[7/14/19, 10:09:33 AM) Kurt Volker: Anything new you have heard?
{7/14/19, 10:12:57 AM] Gordon Sandland: Tim Morrison is also
tracking now. Good sign
[7/14/19, 10:16:46 AM] Bill Taylor: They will make it happen
whenever, but they want him in an office, ideally his, so the
connection and interpretation are clear. Any indication of timing
most welcome
[7/15/19, 10:10:22 AM] Bill Taylor: We keep getting readouts of the
Danyliuk-Bolton meeting that predict no phone call or meeting any
time soon. This can't be my message to Ze. How to proceed?
[7/15/19, 10:31:05 Al~] Gordon Sandland: Talking to NSC tomorrow at
8:30 eastern
[7/16/19, 12:47:13 PMJ Bill Taylor: Make any progress?
[7/17/19, 10:46:23 AM) Bill Taylor: Danyliuk just asked if there was
any news from the WH. Any update?
[7/17/19, 10:47:01 AM} Gordon Sandland: I put in a call tc Potus and

am waiting for a return

[7/17/19, 10:47:44 AM] Bill Taylor: Excellent
thanks, Gordon
[7/18/19, 10:19:54 AM] Bill Taylor: 0MB on a SVTS just now said that
all security assistance to Ukraine is frozen, per a conversation
with Mulvaney and POTUS. Over to you.
[7/18/19, 11:07:08 AM] Gordon Sondland: All over it
[7/19/19, 10:19:10 AM] Bill Taylor: Can we marshal our forces to get
a congratulatory phone call from POTUS to Ze mid to late next week,
assuming the election goes well and Servant of the People does well?
[7/19/19, 11:31:03 AM] Gordon Sandland: Talked to WH. This is
moving but post election
[7/19/19, 11:49:51 AM] Bill Taylor: If we can get a congratulatory
call post election, that could begin to escablish the relationship?
f7/19/19, 4:49:42 PM] Kurt Volker: Can we chree do a call tomorrow
a€" say noon WASHINGTON?
[7/19/19, 6:50:29 PM] Gordon Sandland: Looks like Potus call
tomorrow. I spike directly to Zelensky and gave him a full
briefing. HeaE:"'s got .it.
[7/19/19, 6:52:57 PM] Gordon Sondland: Sure!
[7/19/19, 7:01:22 PM] Kurt Volker: Good. Had breakfast with Rudy
this morning a.€" teeing up call w Yermak Monday. Must have helped.
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Most impt is for Zelensky to say that he will help investigation a€"
and address any specific personnel issues &€
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if there are any

[7/19/19, 11:53:55 PM] Bill Taylor: Good idea for us to check in at
noon Washington time. I just heard that the POTUS call that had been
scheduled for 1500 Kyiv time today has been put on hold pending the
outcome of the election tomorrow. Is that what yo::J hear?
[7/20/19, 4:52:58 AM] Bill Taylor: If possible, I'd like to at least
know when these are scheduled. f can at least reinforce what you are
doing.
[7/20/19, 4:53:15 AM] Gordon Sondland: Call me Bill thx
[7/20/19, 10:41:01 AM] Bill Taylor: Do we need to talk at noon
Washington time?
[7/20/19, 10:45:50 AM] Kurt Volker: Yes - Hi€0"m available. Not sure
if Gordon can or not but letaE:™s plan on it, and wea€'"ll loop Gordon
in if we can
[7/20/19, 11:33:00 AMI Bill Taylor: Kupperman (sp?) wants to talk to
Danyliuk secure so I am meeting taking him to my office.
Can we
reschedule?
[7/20/19, 11:37:11 AM] Kurt Volker: Absolutely
{7/20/19, 11:37:19 AM] Kurt Volker: Anytime today will work for me
{7/20/19, 11:46:20 AM] Bill Taylor: Maybe after the KuppermanDanyliuk call? Around 9 my time tonight?
[7/20/19, 12:29:14 PM! Kurt Volker: Ok
[7/20/19, 1:48:41 PM] Bill Taylor: Just finished with Danyliuk. Will
be in the car in 10 minutes. Call then?
[7/20/19, 1:49:03 PM] Kurt Volker: Yes - good
[7/20/19, 2:27:04 PM] Bill Taylor: Call now?
[7/21/19, 1:45:54 AM] Bill Taylor: Gordon, one thing Kurt and I
talked about yesterday was Sasha Danyliuk's point that President
Zelenskyy is sensitive about Ukraine being taken seriously, not
merely as an instrument in Washington domestic, reelection politics.
[7/21/19, 4:45:44 AM] Gordon Sondland: Absolutely, but we need to
get the conversation started and the relationship built,
irrespective of the pretext. I am worried about the alternative.
[7/21/19, 5:21:47 AMI Bill Taylor: So, the call tomorrow can be a
positive step.
[7/22/19, 12:15:55 AM] Bill Taylor: Good, pretty long meeting -both one-on-one and with Bohdan, Sasha, Yerrnak, Razumkov -- with the
president at his campaign headquarters last night. Interested in
both the call and meeting. I couldn't be specific.
[7/22/19, 12:17:16 AM] Bill Taylor: Sounds like Washington is
thinking about a congratulatory call in the next cou le of days
1
aysor: Very good election result for
Zelenskyy and us. Likely a young, Western-oriented prime minister.
ze likely in coalition with Vakarchuk (with whom I have met one-onone twice in the last three days).
!7/22/19, 12:22:01 AM] Gordon Sondland: So Monday call was just
rumor?
[7/22/19, 12:28:22 AMI Bill Taylor: Doesn't sound like from either
side that it was actually scheduled.
[7/22/19, 8:38:05 AM] Kurt Volker: Yermak thinks Call is at 6pm Kiev
today. Bill a€" any idea? Should I call sitroom?
[7/22/19, 8:40:38 AM] Gordon Sandland: Good idea
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PM Gordon Sondland: a€ Missed voice call
[7/10/19, 9:57:14 PM] Kurt Volker: Hi Gordon aell sorry I missed you
earlier.

Can talk tomorrow early morning?

Kurt

[7/10/19, 10:24:41 PM] Gordon Sondland: Will call
[7/10/19, 10:30:45 PMJ Gordon Sondland: a€tMissed voice call
[7/22/19, 4:27:55 PM] Kurt Volker: orchestrated a great phone call w
Rudy and Yerrnak. They are going ro get together when Rudy goes to
Madrid in a couple of weeks.

[7/22/19, 4:28:08 PM] Kurt Volker: In the meantime, Rudy is now
advocating for phone call
[7/22/19, 4:28:26 PM) Kurt Volker: I have call into Fionaa€™s
replacement and will call Bolton if needed.
[7/22/19, 4:28:48 PM) Kurt Volker: But I can tell Bolton and you can
tell Mick that Rudy agrees on a call, if that helps
[7/22/19, 4:30:10 PM] Gordon Sondland: I talked to Tim Morrison.
(Fionaa€™s replacement). He is pushing but feel free as well.
We still meeting in Kyiv Fri?
[7/22/19, 4:30:35 PM] Kurt Volker: Yes a€ll Morrison. Weaemre
talking in 5
{7/22/19, 4:31:05 PM] Kurt Volker: And yes aeu do come to kyiv!
Ia€ffill go east on Thursday (welcome there too) and go to kyiv on
Friday.
[7/22/19, 4:32:00 PM] Gordon Sondland: Tim is a good guy. Tell him
we are in touch and synced. I wont make East but will be in Kyiv
Thu night/all day Fri
[7/22/19, 4:33:52 PM] Kurt Volker: Great!
Non Responsive
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[9/20/19, 11:53:38 PM] Gordon Sandland: Just saw this. Call at
convenience~ In SRU, NY on Sun
Will call
[9/22/19, 12:03:58 PM] Kurt Volker: Landed yet?
[9/22/19, 12:04:38 PM] Gordon Sondland: Yes, can u meet with S this
afternoon?
[9/22/19, 12:05:02 PM] Kurt Volker: IiiE:"'m in DC a£" but would be
by phone
happy to
:54:32 PM] Gordon Sandland: U dialing in?
!9/22/19,
[9/22/19, 3:54:44 PM] Gordon Sondland: At 5:45
[9/22/19, 3:58:51 PM] Kurt Volker: Yes aE:" secure from state via ops
[9/22/19, 7:21:09 PM] Kurt Volker: Spoke w Rudy per guidance from S.
He said he will use the statemenL and talk w John Solomon. Urged me
to do so as well. Will stick with what we discussed. If you are
with S - olease nass alonrr~ Thanks!

Non Responsive
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[7/23/19, 1:16:05 PM] Andrey Yermak: We have breakfast and lunch
with Gordon Friday?

[7/23/19, 1:16:54 PM] Andrey Yermak: And phone call between
Presidents Thursday?

[7/23/19, 1:18:52 PM] Kurt Volker: I am pretty sure the phone call
is going forward for Thursday ae" will keep monitoring~
[7/23/19, 1: 19:38 PM] Kurt Volker: For Friday a€" I could do 7:30am

at the Hyatt. Alternatively, are you free Saturday morning?
[7/23/19, 1:20:01 PM] Kurt Volker: I think yes on Friday lunch a€"
will check schedule on that
[7/23/19, 2:27:33 PM] Andrey Yermak: Op to you, Ia€™m with pleasure
and Friday and Saturday. Phone call still not confirm
{7/23/19, 2:31:49 PM] Andrey Yermak: When you can, let me know,
need 2 min by phone
[7/23/19, 2:33:05 PM} Kurt Volker: Ok a€" ir. about an hour?
[7/23/19, 2:33:14 PMJ Kurt Volker: And call now being set for Friday
I think
[7/23/19, 2:33:22 PM} Andrey Yermak: Super
{7/23/19, 2:33:36 PM] Kurt Volker: And IaE:™m told president Z now
available Thursday to meet w me, sol will =earrange schedule
[7/23/19, 2:33:54 PM] Andrey Yermak: Yes
{7/23/19, 2:34:51 PM] Andrey Yermak: Let~€~s discuss in hour
[7/23/19, 2:35:10 PM] Kurt Volker: Ok
!7/25/19, 8:36:45 AM] Kurt Volker: Good lunch - thanks. Heard from
White House a€" assuming President Z convinces trump he will
investigate/ a€ooget to the bottom of what happened&€ in 2016, we
will nail down date for vis.it to Washington. Good luck! See you
tomorrow - kurt
[7/25/19, 10:15:06 AM] Andrey Yermak: Phone call went well.
President Trump proposed to choose any convenient dates. President

Zelenskiy chose 20,21,22 September for the White House visit. Thank
you again for your help! Please remind Mr. Mayor to share the

Madrictaems dates
[7/25/19, 10:16:42 AMI Kurt Volker: Great a€" thanks and will do!
a€Z[7/26/19, 6:22:26 AM] Kurt Volker: 180730 Deployment Timeline a€¢
a€Z2 pages a€Z<attached: 00000075-180730 Deployment Timeline.pdf>
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!7/26/19, 6:25:23 AM] Kurt Volker: Hi Andrey a€" good meeting!
Here is the paper we did last year a€" intended to be an annex to a
UN Security Council RA©solution about a peacekeeping force.
[7/26/19, 6:26:00 AM] Kure Volker: Also 1€" Rudy Giuliani says he
arrives in Madrid on August 1 and departs August 5.
[7/27/19, 3:01:16 AM] Andrey Yermak: Good morning
[7/27/19, 3:01:42 AM] Andrey Yermak: l will be in Hyatt in 7 min
[8/1/19, 2:23:52 PM! Kurt Volker: Hi Andreya€" just checking in a€"
how is everything? On track for Madrid?
Visit to DC? Kurt
[8/1/19, 3:36:03 PM] Andrey Yermak: Hi Kurt. Now in plane from
Zurich to Madrid. Will call you after landing
[8/2/19, 1:27:31 PM] Andrey Yermak: il€ZMissed voice call
[8/2/19, 1:27:42 PM] Andrey Yermak: Hi Kurt
[8/2/19, 1:28:19 PM] Andrey Yermak: My meeting with Mr.Mayor was
very good
(8/2/19, 1:30:36 PM] Andrey Yermak: We asked for White House meeting
during week start 16 Sept. Waiting for confirmation. May be you know
the date?
!8/2/19, 1:30:46 PM] Andrey Yermak: When we can talk?
[8/2/19, 1:31:04 PM] Andrey Yermak: Will be 1,5 hours in plane
!8/2/19, 1:38:44 PM] Kurt Volker: Hi Andrey a€" sorry I missed you.
Will be free when you land
[8/4/19, 12:39:54 PM] Andrey Yermak: Hi Kurt, how are you? Do you
have any news?

[8/4/19, 1:16:37 PM] Kurt Volker: Hi Andrey a€" speaking w Rudy in
about 2 hours a.€" call you after?
[8/4/19, 1:17:17 PM! Andrey Yermak: Yes, of course
[8/4/19, 4:20:55 PM] Kurt Volker: Have still not heard back a€"
other than a text saying &€~great meeting&€.
[8/4/19, 4:21:11 PMJ Kurt Volker: I think it is late in Spain now so
will try again first thing in the morning
[8/5/19, 1:19:18 PM! Kurt Volker: Hi Andrey a€" had a good long talk
w Rudy a€" call anytime - Kurt
[8/7/19, 1:32:10 PMJ Andrey Yermak: Hi Kurt. How are you? Do you
have some news about White House meeting date?
[8/7/19, 1:34:35 PM) Kurt Volker: Hi Andrey! Not yet a€" I texted
Rudy earlier to make sure he weighs in following your meeting.
Gordon should be speaking with the president on Friday. We are
pressing this ...
[8/7/19, 1:35:09 PM] Andrey Yermak: Thank you!
[8/7/19, 1:36:07 PM] Kurt Volker: Also a€:" I expect to see pompeo
next week as well, but not yet confirmed.
Will ask him to help
also.
[8/8/19, 3:46:10 PM] Andrey Yermak: Hi Kurt. Can you talk? I have
some news
[8/8/19, 4:51:58 PM] Kurt Volker: Hi Andreya.€" yes a€" Now is good
<3€.,, or tomorrow if too late for you now

[8/10/19, 4:46:29 PMJ Andrey Yermak: a€ZMissed voice call
[8/10/19, 4:53:15 PM] Andrey Yermak: &€~This message was deleted.
[8/10/19, 4:56:15 PM] Andrey Yermak: Hi Kurt. Please let me know
when you can talk. I think ita€~s possible to make this declaration
and mention all these things. Which we discussed yesterday. But it
will be logic to do after we receive a confirmation of date. We
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inform about date of visit and about our expectations and our

guarantees for future visit. Let discuss it
[8/10/19, 5:01:32 PM] Kurt Volker: Ok! Ita€ms late for you a.€" why
donae~t we talk in my morning, your afternoon tomorrow? Say
10am/5pm?
[8/10/19, 5:02:18 PM] Kurt Volker: I agree with your approach.
iron out statement and u:se that to get date and then l?reZ

Leta.€-rMs

can go forward with it?
[8/10/19, 5:26:17 PM] Andrey Yerrnak: Ok
[8/10/19, 5:38:43 PM) Kurt Volker: Great.

Gordon is available to
join as well
[8/10/19, 5:41:45 PM) Andrey Yerrnak: Excellent
[8/10/19, 5:42:10 PM! Andrey Yerrnak: Once we have a date, will call

for a press briefing, announcing upcoming visit and outlining vision
for the reboot of US-UKRAINE relationship, including among other
things Burisma and election meddling in investigations
[8/10/19, 5:42:30 PM! Kurt Volker: sounds ~reat!

Non Responsive
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[4/29/19, 5:01:59 PMJ Bill Taylor: What d1d you volunteer me for?
[4/29/19, 5:02:31 PM! Kurt Volker: l canil€'"t rememberil€" context?
[4/29/19, 5:14:18 PM] Bill Taylor: George has asked me to go to Kyiv
for a while.
[4/29/19, 5:16:52 PM] Kurt Volker: Ah .... good!!!
[4/29/19, 5:16:56 PM] Kurt Volker: You should!
[4/29/19, 5:17:39 PM] Bill Taylor: George described two snake pits,
one in Kyiv and one in Washington.
[4/29/19, 5:19:15 PM) Kurt Volker: :) so whata£''s new?
[4/29/19, 5:23:05 PM] Bill Taylor: Yes, but he described much more
than I knew. Very ugly
a€Z[5/25/19, 10:07:55 AM] Kurt Volker: Anti-Trust Reform a€¢ a€Z2
pages a€Z<attached: 00000072-Anti-Trust Reforrn.docx>
[5/25/19, 10:21:15 AM] Bill Taylor: I like this a lot.
IS/25/19, 10:22:50 AM] Kurt Volker: Thanks! Will need more expert
advice, but wanted to kick this off
[5/25/19, 10:23:22 AM] Bill Taylor: I look forward to pushing it in
Kyiv.
[5/26/19, 2:14:39 PM] Bill Taylor: I am still struggling with the
decision whether to go ◄ Can anyone hope to succeed with the GulianiBiden issue swirling for the next 18 months? Can Soffer any

reassurance on this issue?
[5/26/19, 6:25:42 PM] Bill Taylor: You mentioned that several people
have asked you to go out as CDA. I think that is the answer. It
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wouldn't be that long. No one knows the issues better. People will
ask, why isn't Kurt going out -- we already have a
envoy.
[5/26/19, 11:23:10 PM) Kurt Volker: Leta€~s see how
looks on
Tuesday .•• I donde™t know if there is much to do about the Giuliani
thing, but I do think the key thing is to do what we can right now
since the future of the country is in play ~ight now
[5/27/19~ 6:47:44 AM] Bill Taylor: It is, and that's why it's

encouraging that you would consider being chargA© during this
critical time. I, for one, fully support you -- as would Steve in
any way we can.
[5/27/19, 2:33:31 PM] Kurt Volker: But as we discussed aC" I caniie™t
do it for a variety of reasons, and I am more useful being here
anyway. We need someone on the ground there.
[5/27/19, 3:20:12 PM] Eill Taylor: How about. for a short period of
time?
IS/27/19, 4:22:43 PM] Kurt Volker: I can visit for a day or two, but
not lon""er. St. 11 h ···- ol l ,..,1. _,.,.,.,... -··
'·
_..,_
t..-,-.-
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[7/1/19, 2:43:27 PM) Kurt Volker: Hi Vadym. At the airport heading
up to Toronto, Please tell the president I was unhappy to see the
media link my comments about sakharova&€™s claims on sailors with
Klimkin&€ms behavior. I was responding directly to Russian MFA
claims before Klimkin had said anything, and of course: did not

know that Klimkin would do so in a way that undercuts Zelensky. 1f
I can help to reframe this in any way to help Zelensky, let me know.
See you later fr€" best A€'' Kurt
[7/1/19, 11:31:14 PM] Vadym Prystaiko: Hi, Kurt, I knew you are a
good friend with Pavlo!
[7/2/19, 6:12:48 AM] Kurt Volker: Very funny d€'u thanks a€" see you
in a bit
[7/2/19, 6:42:54 AM] Vadym Prystaiko: yiu still have you sense of
humor with you - good sign. see you in a bit
[7/4/19, 8:22:14 AM] Kurt Volker: Thanks for everything. What is
your take on our meeting, and the visit overall?
[7/4/19, 1:33:54 PM] Vadym Prystaiko: thank you. it was important
contact~ I must admit, I felt that you sugarcoated a message on a
visit. Or the message I got earlier was not correct. the visit went
well - he is fast learner and adapts constantly. Frankly, this one
was expectedly easy and friendly. Will introduce him to a tougher
ones gradually~ What was your reading?
[7/4/19, 1:52:44 PM) Kurt Volker: I wanted to make sure he knew we
are supporting him and his stated commitment to reforms a€" and that
there are still concerns at the highest level he needs to address
proactively 8.€" about Kolo and whether he will really pursue reforms
he says. I talked to him privately about Giuliani and impact on
president T
[7/4/19, 1:53:51 PM] Kurt Volker: My impression is that he is
sincere in wanting to press forward on everything, but doesn8e-Mt
have a full team yet, doesna€'l',,,t quite know how to do it, and and
knows there will be tough opposition
[7/4/19, 1:54:36 PM] Kurt Volker: But he made a good impression in
Toronto and am sure he will do the same in Washington
[7/5/19, 10:13:31 AMJ Vadym Prystaiko: Got it. Thank you. will you
advise us on time for telephone call?
(7/5/19, 10:14:12 AMJ Kurt Volker: Yes d.€" am hoping we can nail
that down on Monday or Tuesday
[7/5/19, 3:52:12 PM] Vad=, l?rvstaiko: Thank vou
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Mr Mayor- really enjoyed breakfast this morning.
As discussed, connecting you here with Andrey
Yermak, who is very close to President Zelensky. l
suggest we schedule a call together on Monday
maybe 10am or 11am Washington time? Kurt

t\i""') .Thank you very much! And I'm waiting
l'b)(6)

Call at 10 correct?

Thank you, Mr. Mayor for honest and productive
conversation. I'm sure things will move quickly from
today onwards and we will be able to take this
relationship to a new level. If I may have your
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Hi Mr Mayor - hope all is well, and that things are
on track to see Yermak in Madrid.
Am copying Gordon Sondland, a friend of POTUS
who is our Ambassador to the EU. He is also helping
on Ukraine and would love to catch up with you at
.. some point.
As always, let me know if I can be helpful on
anything - Kurt

Thanks Kurt. Hi Mayor. Working on a number of
time sensitive EU issues. Would welcome your take?
I'm in Brussels but in DC and NY
Gordon

Seeing Yermak in Madrid tomorrow. Would like to
meet with Gordon also.

Rudy, great. We met a while back in NY at one of
Doug Ducey's
Had a good talk. Roy Bailey
was on the
I will be in DC on the 12. Will
you be there or in NY? Have a number of things for
you to think about. Gordon
._[b)-(6)_ _

__.I

, . I will probably be in NYC
tb)(6)

Bkfst @ Peninsula first thing on 8/12? Have to be in
DC mid day.

If I'm here will let you know as soon as I can

Hi Mr Mayor! Had a good chat with Yermak last
night. He was pleased with your phone call.
Mentioned Z making a statement. Can we all get on
the phone to make sure I advise Z correctly as to
what he should be saying? Want to make sure we
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Good idea Kurt. I am on Pacific time.

tb)(6)

I

I will have state ops build a call.

Hi Rudy
we have heard bCk from Andrey again
they are writing the statement now and will send to
us. Can you talk for 5 min before noon today?

Yes just call
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5/11/'19, ·t~0-:0_4_A_l·-4i---~

Hi Mr Mayor - Kurt Volker here. Good speaking w
you yesterday. Call anytime up to about 4pm today if
you want to follow up. Would like to briel you more
about Zelensky discussion and also Russia-Ukraine
dynamic.
This number is good for text and cell phone .
7/10,119, 8:0l AM

Mr Mayor - could we meet for coffee or lunch in the
next week or so? I'd like to update you on my
conversations about Ukraine. I think we have an
opportunity to get you what you need. Best - Kurt V
Yes I am so n way to Albania. I'll text some
.suggestions a little later
Great - thank you!

Dear Mr. Mayor -- are you back stateside? Let's talk
. or get together. .. Best - Kurt Volker
'?/'17/'19, 12:00 PM

Checking in - are you stateside? Kurt V
7/ 17/19, 1:06 PM

Will be in DC this Friday
Great -- let's meet for breakfast or coffee?

Ok will let you know ASAP
7/18/19, S:11 PM

Hi Mr Mayor - can I buy you breakfast tomorrow?
Suggest trump hotel - 7:30am or 8:00am?

a:ooam is fine
Great - see you there - thanks - Kurt
7/19/19.

a,oa AM

Good morning! Am in the restaurant on the
mezzanine. Kurt
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Hi Mr Mayor - you may have heard- the President
has a great phone call with the Ukrainian President
yesterday. Exactly the right messages as we
discussed.
Please send dates when you will be in Madrid. I am
seeing Yermak tomorrow morning. He will come to
you in Madrid.
Thanks for your help! Kurt

Thank you
Great -I will tell Yermak and he'll visit with you
there. Thanks!

Mr Mayor - how was your meeting with Andrey do you have time for a call? Best - Kurt
It was excellent I can call a little later.

Is now a good time to call?

Hi Rudy -hope you made it back safely. Let's meet
if you are corning to DC. And would be good if you
could convey results of your
In Madrid to
the boss so we get a firm date for a
Best . Kurt

Mr mayor - trying to set up call in 5 min via state
Dept. If now is not convenient, is there a time later
today?

Kurt,
Thanks for the support. All I need is for you to tell
the truth. You called me about Yermak and I
reported back to you and Sondland, eg., a
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conference call on Aug. 11. Three others before.
Really this is not hard just fair to affirm truth.
Rudy
Also Secretary seems not to know you put us
together. Straighten him out.

I certainly will let him know
Please send dates when you will be in Madrid. I am
seeing Yermak tomorrow morning. He will come to
\ you in Madrid.
Thanks for your help! Kurt
Kurt will you please get out a statement that State
connected me to Yermak and I reported back to
State on my conversations. Yermak has talked about
this to Press so it's now public information. All I'm
asking is to tell the truth. I can send you text chain if
you need to check your recollection.
Also have Sondland inform Pompeo he can say State
connected me with Ukraine official and was aware of
it.

Hi Rudy - sorry for delay - just spoke w Secretary
Pompeo - wanted to be sure we are coordinated.
We have a statement from Aug 22 that makes clear
it was coordinated - indeed, that i made the
. connection between you and Yermak.

Was tweeted by NYTimes Ken Vogel at the time
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@StenyHoyer JUST IN: The
@StateDept, which facilitated
@RudyGiuliani's communications with
the Ukrainian gov't (during which he
urged an investigation of @JoeBiden),
says Giuliani "acts in a personal capacity
as a lawyer for President TRUMP He
does not speak on behalf of the US
Government"
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Kenneth P. Vogel
twirter.c0m
Rem! 9/22/19
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