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MARKUP OF H.R. 3373, H.R. 5038, S. 1340, H.R. 
4864, H.R. 4508, H. Res. 752, H.R. 2343, H. Res. 
754, H.R. 630, H.R. 3843, H.R. 2529, H.R. 2444, 
H.R. 4331, and H.R. 3571 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 
House of Representatives 

Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Washington, DC 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., in room 2172 

Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Eliot Engel (chairman of the 
committee) presiding. 

Mr. ENGEL. The committee will come to order. Without objection, 
the chair is authorized to declare a recess of the committee at any 
point. Pursuant to committee rule 4, the chair may postpone fur-
ther proceedings on approving any measure or matter or adopting 
an amendment. Without objection, all members may 5 days to sub-
mit statements or extraneous materials on today’s business. 

As members were notified yesterday, we tend to consider 12, now 
12 bipartisan measures and amendments, en bloc. Pursuant to no-
tice for purposes of markup, I now call the en bloc package con-
sisting of 11 measures: H.R. 3373, Office of International Disability 
Rights Act; H.R. 5038 Global Hope Act, with a McCaul amendment; 
H.R. 4864, the Global ChildThrive Act, with a Castor Amendment 
in the Nature of a Substitute; H.R. 4508, Malala Yousafzai Scholar-
ship Act with a Smith amendment; H.Res. 752, Supporting the 
rights of the people of Iran to free expression, condemning the Ira-
nian regime for its crackdown on legitimate protests, with a Deutch 
Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute and an Engel amend-
ment to the Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute; H.R. 2343, 
Peace and Tolerance in Palestinian Education Act, with a Sherman 
Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute; H.Res 754, Expressing 
the sense of the House of Representatives that the United States 
should continue to support the people of Nicaragua in their peace-
ful efforts to promote democracy and human rights and use the 
tools under United States law to increase political and financial 
pressure on the government of Daniel Ortega; H.R. 360, Counter-
terrorism Screening and Assistance Act of 2019, with a Zeldin 
Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute and an Omar amend-
ment to the Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute; H.R. 3843, 
Countering Russian and Other Overseas Kleptocracy Act, which is 
the CROOK Act, with a Keating Amendment in the Nature of a 
Substitute; H.R. 2444, Eastern European Security Act, with an 
Engel Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute; H.R. 4331, Ti-
betan Policy and Support Act of 2019, with an Engel Amendment 
in the Nature of a Substitute and an Engel amendment to the 
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Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute; H.R. 3571, City and 
State Diplomacy Act, with a Lieu Amendment in the Nature of a 
Substitute and a Meeks amendment to the Amendment in the Na-
ture of a Substitute. 

Senate 1340, the Ebola Eradication Act, was noticed for this 
markup, but I am not calling it up at this time; H.R. 2529, the New 
START Bill, was noticed, but I am also not calling it up as well 
since we have a few things to work out. I will continue to work on 
this bill and list it for the next markup. 

At this time, I recognize myself to speak on today’s business. I 
am pleased to support all of the bipartisan measures before us 
today and I thank our members for their hard work. I will keep my 
remarks brief and highlight just a few of the 12 bills and resolu-
tions. 

OK, I will turn now to the Countering Russian and Other Over-
seas Kleptocracy Act authored by Mr. Keating and Mr. Fitzpatrick 
on the subject of Mr. Putin. Putin and kleptocrats like him keep 
their power by corruption enriching a circle of loyal cronies at the 
expense of the citizens they represent. And as we have seen here 
in our Nation, they export corruption to gain leverage over world 
leaders and undermine democracies from within. 

As we take this measure up, I am reminded that prior to becom-
ing, taking office, President Trump spoke against the Foreign Cor-
rupt Practices Act which bans bribery and other corruption in for-
eign business dealings, so I am pleased to support the CROOK Act 
which provides support to other countries combating corruption. 

I also wanted to thank Mr. McCaul for his work on the Eastern 
European Security Act, a measure that mirrors my bill, the NATO 
Defense Financing Act. It is critical that NATO allies modernize 
their military forces and shift away from reliance on Russian or old 
Soviet-era equipment. This legislation which would complement 
U.S. security assistance allows for loans to our allies so they can 
update their equipment and security needs. Our own security de-
pends upon a strong NATO alliance, so I hope all members will join 
me in approving this measure that supports our European allies. 

Next, I will turn to House Resolution 752, which reaffirms our 
support for the rights of the Iranian people and condemns the Ira-
nian regime for violently cracking down on protests. In the past 
months, I have been horrified by the images coming from Iran. 
Peaceful protestors met with violence, abuse, and brutality; inter-
net and communications technology completely cutoff and censored. 

It is just sickening to see the way that the regime treats the peo-
ple of Iran, so I am pleased that we are considering this measure 
to reaffirm Congress’s longstanding, bipartisan support for the Ira-
nian people’s right to freedom of expression and our strong opposi-
tion to the regime’s cruel tactics. I hope all members will join me 
and support this measure. 

Next, I will turn to my Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute 
to Tibetan Policy and Support Act of 2019, a measure offered by 
my friend, Mr. McGovern, the co-chair of the congressional Execu-
tive Committee on China and a leading advocate for the people of 
Tibet. Congress has always been a strong supporter of the Tibetan 
people’s fight for their religious freedom and human rights. 
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Now, Beijing has made it clear that they plan to select future Ti-
betan Buddhist religious leaders including the next Dalai Lama. It 
is an unthinkable violation of the basic principles of religious free-
dom that the Chinese Government would choose a religious leader 
for the Tibetan people rather than allowing the Tibetan people to 
make this decision through their ancient and sacred traditions. So 
with this bill, we send a clear message. If Chinese officials infringe 
on the religious freedom of the Tibetan people in this manner, we 
will hold them accountable. I am proud to support this measure 
and hope all members will do the same. 

Next, I want to thank Mr. Jeffries for his Malala Yousafzai 
Scholarship Act to ensure that at least half of USAID’s merit and 
needs-based educational scholarships in Pakistan go to women. I 
am glad to see it is named after Malala, an iconic champion for 
girls’ education, who persisted and who the Taliban attacked sim-
ply because she wanted to go to school. This is an excellent bill 
that I am proud to move forward in today’s markup. 

And, finally, I will turn to the Global Hope Act, a measure I co-
sponsored with Ranking Member McCaul, a longtime advocate in 
the fight against childhood cancer. The Global Hope Act takes the 
successful advances developed in the U.S. to fight childhood cancer 
and uses them to explore public-private partnerships for this mis-
sion throughout the world. It is a good bill I am pleased to support. 

I strongly support all the measures we are considering today and 
I urge all members to join me and do the same. And I will now rec-
ognize our ranking member, Mr. McCaul of Texas, for his remarks. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Well, thank you, Chairman Engel, for working 
with me and my side of the aisle over the past year to move impor-
tant bipartisan measures through the committee and the House. I 
think, today, we are once again demonstrating that we can get 
things done in Congress. 

Today, we are considering 12 measures including two measures 
I introduced, the Global Hope Act and the Eastern European Secu-
rity Act. I would like to thank the chairman for his support and 
for partnering with me on the Global Hope Act. I founded the 
Childhood Cancer Caucus over a decade ago and since then we 
have made tremendous strides toward taking steps to cure this ter-
rible disease. I am proud of the bipartisan work we have accom-
plished. 

In the United States, childhood cancer is largely curable with 
over an 80 percent survival rate. Sadly, in developing countries this 
is reversed. The mortality rate for children diagnosed with cancer 
is 80 percent. In Africa it is as high as 90 percent. This is unac-
ceptable, particularly given the low-cost measures and drugs that 
we have to cure this disease. 

The United States has invested billions of dollars through 
PEPFAR and other programs to strengthen health systems and re-
duce disease burdens on developing countries. Because of these 
sustained investments, we are seeing impressive gains in global 
health and infectious disease survival rates. This bill is an oppor-
tunity to build on those successes. Important activities are already 
underway and showing results including training doctors and 
health professionals and increasing access to low-cost generic medi-
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cines and interventions such as Texas Children’s Hospital in Bot-
swana. 

In September 2018, the Global Health Organization announced a 
global initiative for childhood cancer that aims to reach at least a 
60 percent survival rate for children with cancer by 2030, and the 
private sector has stepped up to the plate and worked with health 
ministries and invested money on their own. That is why I intro-
duced the Global Hope Act, to leverage the strength of the U.S. 
Government global health activities by partnering with the private 
sector, NGO’s, hospitals, and international organizations. 

My bill authorizes the Secretary of State to engage in public-pri-
vate partnerships and build on the successes of our current pro-
grams to address childhood cancer. This bill does not take away 
from our existing infectious disease programs, but rather catalyzes 
effective partnerships with hospitals and the private sector to work 
with health ministries, train medical personnel, and support the in-
frastructure to diagnosis, treat, and care for these children. A 
child’s survival from cancer should not be predicted on where they 
are born and I look forward to working with my colleagues on this 
important bill. 

On the Eastern European Security Act, it is vital that NATO- 
member countries who were formerly part of the Soviet bloc have 
modern and effective defense articles that are easily integrated 
with those used by the United States and other NATO allies. The 
Eastern European Security Act authorizes direct loans to these 
NATO allies so that they are not dependent on Russian or former 
Soviet-era defense articles. The bill supports our NATO allies and 
American jobs and is the best way to secure the alliance. 

Last, on the Iran Resolution, I would like to thank my col-
leagues, Mr. Deutch and Mr. Wilson, for their work on a resolution 
supporting the rights of the people of Iran to free expression and 
condemning the Iranian regime for its crackdown on legitimate pro-
tests. This resolution is an important step in responding to their 
protests and subsequent crackdown. 

I think particularly with this maximum pressure campaign, Iran 
is starting to feel the squeeze. They are crippled, they are getting 
provocative, and now is the time, I think, to act, so that we can 
topple the regime and free the Iranian people and the rights, the 
human rights of the Iranian people. And so with that I would like 
to thank all the members of the committee. I know it is a busy day 
today. And with that, Mr. Chairman, I yield back. 

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. McCaul. 
Mr. Sherman. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Chairman, this is perhaps the most partisan 

day in which has been perhaps the most partisan year in an era 
noted for its extreme partisan divisions. Yet today we will pass 11 
bills, all of which have wide, near-unanimous, bipartisan support. 
It is a testament to the chair and the ranking member of this com-
mittee that those who listen to our proceedings in audio format, 
who hear but do not see, have difficulty discerning which Congress 
member is a member of which political party. This committee is an 
island of calm in a very stormy sea. I support the en bloc measure 
and I yield back. 

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Sherman. 
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Mr. Smith. 
Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. These are 

great bills, and I want to thank Mr. McCaul for his efforts to try 
to mitigate the challenges of childhood cancer in the developing 
world. I also want to thank Congressman Jeffries for accepting my 
amendment. As difficult as it is to be a woman in search of an edu-
cation in Pakistan, it is even more difficult if you are a woman who 
is part of a disfavored religious minority, and my amendment in-
cludes reference to religion as a factor in marginalization, responds 
to a need identified by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops on 
behalf of all—I say again, all—religious minorities in Pakistan. 

I want to thank Albio Sires, especially, for his resolution of Nica-
ragua. I first met with Daniel Ortega in 1984 on a human rights 
mission to Nicaragua when there was a terrible war going on and 
his human rights abuses, which were egregious and pervasive then, 
continue to be so today. So thank you, Albio, for a great resolution. 

I also want to speak to the Tibet Policy and Support Act of 2019. 
I am the prime Republican sponsor of that bill working with my 
good friend and colleague, Jim McGovern. Just last month, a 24- 
year-old Tibetan former monk named Yonten set himself on fire, 
and he is one of 150 self-immolations which have occurred over 
Tibet since 2009 in protest of China’s continuing and worsening oc-
cupation of the people. 

What could drive a man to that extreme? Well, under Xi Jinping 
there has been an expansion of the effort to erase Tibetan culture 
and to bring about what they call the sinicization of Tibetan Bud-
dhism, just as it seeks to bring all religions or religious believers 
to heel in China, a phenomena which I discussed in an op-ed arti-
cle that I wrote for the Washington Post nearly a year ago. Xi 
Jinping is trying to take every faith including Tibetan Buddhists 
and say they must cow-tow to him and to Marxist-Leninist prin-
ciples or else they will be jailed, tortured, and even worse, killed. 

In the past year, according to the China Commission—and I am 
the former chairman of it and now I am currently the ranking 
member—the Chinese Government has forced Tibetans to remove 
photos of the Dalai Lama from their homes, and whose picture goes 
up instead? Xi Jinping. This Congress, this year, has a list of im-
portant acts of legislation focused on China. Two Hong Kong bills, 
a bill just the other week on the human rights situation of the 
Muslim Uyghurs, and now we are addressing the issue of Tibet. 

Keep in mind that just 1 year after the Communists took control 
over the Chinese mainland, China began the process of annexing 
the neighboring country of Tibet. Beginning in October 1950 and 
continuing into the next year, troops of the People’s Liberation 
Army marched into Tibet easily overcoming resistance and forcing 
the Government of Tibet to acknowledge the overlordship of China. 
An uneasy period of semi-autonomy existed until 1959 when Tibet 
tried to overthrow the yoke of Communist occupation. This too was 
crushed, and crushed brutally. 

China completed its incorporation of Tibet and the Dalai Lama 
fled 60 years ago. In exile, the Dalai Lama became the personifica-
tion of Tibetan national and religious aspirations. Thirty years ago, 
the Nobel Committee recognized the Dalai Lama for his peaceful 
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challenge to Chinese occupation and his defense for the dignity and 
autonomy of the Tibetan people. 

This year, incidentally, I plan to nominate the Hong Kong 
protestors for the Nobel Peace Prize and hope that my colleagues 
on this committee will sign that letter of nomination. I would point 
out that Liu Xiaobo led the effort in this House and it was joined 
by people all across the world when he was named the Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and that at least brought a tremendous focus on the 
ongoing human rights abuses by China. 

In the 17 years since the original Tibetan Policy Act of 2002, the 
human rights situation in Tibet, sadly and tragically, has wors-
ened. The Chinese Government has refused to enter into dialog 
with Tibetan leaders and Chinese officials have threatened to se-
lect future Tibetan Buddhist leaders, including the successor to the 
14th Dalai Lama, in clear violation of their international religious 
freedom obligations and the traditional practices of the Tibetan 
Buddhist faith community. Furthermore, the policies of the Chi-
nese Government have severely degraded Tibetan religion, culture, 
language, livelihoods, and the natural environment. 

This bill, along with the Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act which 
Congress passed in 2016, sends the right message to Beijing. The 
fate of Tibet, its people and resources and religion are a strategic 
interest to the United States, but above all they are entitled—they 
are entitled—to freedom and they are entitled to democracy. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Smith. 
Mr. Sires. 
Mr. SIRES. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for calling this 

markup. I am grateful we are able to advance these bipartisan 
measures today. 

I want to speak about the resolution I introduced with my col-
league, Francis Rooney, ranking member of the Western Hemi-
sphere Subcommittee. This resolution highlights the severe human 
rights abuses that have taken place in Nicaragua since last year 
and conveys bipartisan support for the people of Nicaragua as they 
seek to reclaim their fundamental rights. 

Last year, repression by Nicaragua’s security force has resulted 
in more 300 deaths. Amnesty International described the Nica-
raguan Government’s repressive tactics as a deliberate strategy of 
shooting to kill. Independent experts from the Organization of 
American States found that Nicaraguan officials committed crimes 
against humanity. Unfortunately, the situation remains dire. Today 
there are over 150 political prisoners in Nicaragua while hundreds 
of others have been released. They are routinely harassed by the 
authorities. 

Tens of thousands of Nicaraguans have fled the country to escape 
prosecution. A recent report from Nicaraguan civil society organiza-
tions detailed the torture and abuses suffered by 56 political pris-
oners in Nicaragua including sexual abuse, suffocation with plastic 
bags, and electric shocks. This resolution makes clear that the U.S. 
Congress stands with the Nicaraguan people who are demanding 
accountability in the face of such brutal repression. 

It calls for tangible steps from the Nicaraguan Government in-
cluding immediate release of all political prisoners and the imple-
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mentation of electoral reforms the Nicaraguan civil society organi-
zations have long called for. However, the resolution also makes 
clear that if the Nicaraguan Government continues its repression, 
the international community should increase economic and political 
pressure on the Nicaraguan Government. 

I appreciate the efforts of Congressman Rooney and his staff to 
work with me on this important resolution. I thank Chairman 
Engel for this effort to have this markup and I thank all our mem-
bers and their staff for their hard work, and I yield back. 

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Sires. 
Mr. Chabot. 
Mr. CHABOT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just want to discuss 

briefly four of the bills before us today. 
As former chairman of the Middle East Subcommittee, I want to 

thank Mr. Deutch and Mr. Wilson for their hard work on H. Res. 
752 of which I am a cosponsor. This important resolution reaffirms 
our support for the rights of the Iranian people and condemns the 
regime’s crackdown on recent protests. The people of Iran have a 
right to hold their tyrannical rulers accountable for the economic 
stagnation that they have brought upon their country. 

Second, I am a cosponsor of Mr. Sherman and Mr. Zeldin’s H.R. 
2343, the Peace and Tolerance in Palestinian Education Act, which 
seeks to weed out anti-Israeli propaganda in Palestinian textbooks. 
Some Palestinians are willing to live side by side with Israel in 
peace, but there will not be peace, truly peace, until more Palestin-
ians are willing to do so. And one step in the right direction is to 
stop teaching hate in the Palestinian schools and these textbooks 
are big part of that hatred. 

Third, I would like to mention Mr. Sires and Mr. Rooney’s H.Res 
754, which I am also a cosponsor. This important resolution ex-
presses our unwavering commitment to democracy and human 
rights in Nicaragua. The Ortega regime has brutally suppressed 
protestors, and over a year and a half later no one has been 
brought to justice for, arguably, crimes against humanity. Ortega’s 
lust for power and rank corruption proves he has long overstayed 
his welcome. It is time that Nicaragua had a free and fair election 
reflecting the will of the people to bring needed change to that 
country. 

And, finally, I would like to voice my support for H.R. 4331, the 
Tibetan Policy and Support Act of 2019, and I want to thank Mr. 
McGovern and Mr. Smith for their work on this important legisla-
tion which defends the religious freedom of Tibet Buddhists by af-
firming the religious nature of the Dalai Lama’s succession. The 
Chinese Communist Party is unwilling to recognize any authority 
beyond its own power, human or divine. We cannot live in a world 
where government, not people’s consciences determines how reli-
gion is to be practiced. 

With that I would urge my colleagues to support these bills and 
many of the other bills, and I yield back. 

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Chabot. 
And, Mr. Connolly. 
Mr. CONNOLLY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And I thank you and 

the ranking member for bringing 11 bills to this markup. I regret 
that we are not going to consider two bills, especially the Lugar- 
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Tauscher Act, and I certainly look forward to next year when we 
do address that issue, because I believe that a failure to extend the 
New START agreement risks the utter collapse of any structure on 
arms reduction between Russia and the United States and I think 
that creates a very dangerous world. So I hope we will address 
that. 

I also want to echo part of the sentiments of my friend from Cali-
fornia, Mr. Sherman, in terms of the bipartisan nature of the ap-
proach of this committee which is certainly something I hope we 
will continue to pursue. But I think it is also important to say bi-
partisanship is not intrinsically good or bad. It is not a goal in and 
of itself, it is a means toward an end. And bipartisanship requires 
two parties to willfully agree to compromise and cooperate, and the 
one denying its support cannot be used as a lever to prevent the 
work of the people’s business, and I would simply note that. I sup-
port bipartisan approaches whenever and wherever we can achieve 
them, but they are not a goal in and of themselves. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to talk about the Tibetan Policy and 
Support Act, H.R. 4331, in particular. This past August, I traveled 
to Dharmsala, India with the House Democracy Partnership where 
we met with His Holiness, the Dalai Lama, for several hours, as 
well as officials from the Tibetan Government in exile, the Central 
Tibetan Administration. 

We heard firsthand how the Chinese Government has strength-
ened its persecution of Tibetans through expulsions and 
demolitions of religious sites, the marginalizations of Tibetan cul-
ture and language, and further restrictions on Tibetans’ travel es-
pecially through third countries like Nepal, which is an issue I 
hope this committee will take up because it is creating a very seri-
ous situation for the exiled community in Dharmsala. 

I am proud to be a cosponsor of H.R. 4331, the Tibetan Policy 
and Support Act, to update and strengthen the Tibetan Policy Act 
of 2002. In response to Chinese official threats to select future Ti-
betan Buddhist leaders, the bill establishes as U.S. policy that the 
succession or reincarnation of Tibetan Buddhist leaders, including 
the future 15th Dalai Lama, is an exclusively religious matter to 
be decided solely by the Tibetan Buddhist community not by the 
Chinese Government. 

I think that is a very important assertion by this committee and 
by this Congress and is a strong symbol of support for the Tibetan 
people and I hope a source of warning to the Chinese Government 
not to interfere with such an important process. I believe rein-
forcing and supporting the goals and aspirations of an entire ethnic 
population, the Tibetan people, is a very important value for this 
committee and, ultimately, the Congress to support and reassert, 
and I thank the authors for bringing this bill before us. 

With that I yield back. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Connolly. 
Mr. Wilson. 
Mr. WILSON. Thank you, Chairman Eliot Engel and our lead Re-

publican Michael McCaul for bringing these important bipartisan 
measures before us today, and I appreciate and want to reaffirm 
the comments by Chairman Gerry Connolly. Indeed, we can work 
together on bipartisan issues that are important to the American 
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people. I am grateful to support a number of these bills and I ap-
preciate the committee’s commitment to bipartisanship and co-
operation. 

First and foremost, I would like to express my strong support for 
my friend, Chairman Ted Deutch’s, H.Res 752, supporting the 
rights and people of Iran. I truly believe that we are witnessing 
history today in Iran. Protests have erupted in mid-November over 
an announced rise in price of fuel has managed to ignite a massive, 
countrywide, popular protest that challenge the very nature of the 
political system in Iran. 

The Iranian people want a government that works for them, not 
to prop up a network of criminals and terrorists that include Assad 
and Hezbollah. The ayatollah cares more about death to America 
and death to Israel than he does about the Iranian people who 
have lived through unimaginable suffering over the past 40 years 
at the regime’s hands. The great heritage of Persia has been sub-
verted. The foremost State’s sponsor of terrorism, the world has re-
acted in exactly the way any terrorist group would to these orga-
nized expressions of democracy. It is killing protestors by the hun-
dreds, with a recent report suggesting the number could reach a 
thousand persons killed. In some cases, the terrorist regime is even 
refusing to return bodies to the families and loved ones. 

The news has been tragic, but I am hopeful and inspired by the 
energy and commitment of the people of Iran. I believe that 1 day 
we will see the Iranian people take back their government and 
their destiny. This important resolution sends a strong message of 
support to the Iranian people and I thank Chairman Deutch for his 
work as well as for his tireless advocacy on behalf of human rights 
to the people of Iran. The very valued Iranian American commu-
nity has been effective promoting freedom and democracy for their 
beloved families at home. 

I would also like to thank my colleague, Mr. Lee Zeldin, for his 
hard work on H.R. 630, the Counterterrorism Screening Assistance 
Act of 2019. This critical piece of legislation prioritizes capacity- 
building in foreign countries to prevent and detect terrorist travel 
internationally. This serious problem will continue to threaten our 
homeland and our partners abroad until we can minimize any gaps 
in the international terrorism screening system. I am grateful to 
Mr. Zeldin as well as lead Republican McCaul for their long history 
of work on this crucial issue. 

Last, I would like to express my strong support for Mr. Ted 
Lieu’s H.R. 3571, the City and State Diplomacy Act. As a South 
Carolinian, I know all too well how important the bridges we build 
with foreign partners on a State and city level can be. The social 
and economic benefits that come from subnational diplomacy are 
extremely important and I thank Mr. Lieu for this legislation 
which will strengthen these kinds of more local efforts. 

The Columbia World Affairs Council has been so meaningfully 
established sister-city relationships with both Plovdiv, Bulgaria, 
Kaiserslautern, Germany, Chelyabinsk, Russia, and Cluj-Napoca, 
Romania. Chair Emeritus Fred Monk has been very effective. 
South Carolina, with the leadership of Governor Henry McMaster, 
promotes the sister-State relationship with Rhineland-Palatinate, 
Germany. 
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The City and State Diplomacy Act will establish an Office of Sub-
national Diplomacy at the State Department to make sure that cit-
ies and States can leverage the power and network of the Federal 
Government to promote their own partnerships abroad. This will 
bring more tourism, more trade, and more foreign direct invest-
ments to cities and States across the country. I urge my colleagues 
on the committee to support this far-reaching bill. Thank you 
again, Chairman Engel and Leader Republican, and with that I 
yield back. 

Chairman ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Wilson. 
Mr. Deutch. 
Mr. DEUTCH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this markup 

today. I would like to congratulate you and the ranking member for 
the terrific work this committee has accomplished this year. 

I am proud to support all of the good bills that we will be ad-
vancing today. The House Foreign Affairs Committee recognizes 
the importance of bipartisan American leadership in advancing 
American values. That is the leadership that we are providing 
today, and I commend my colleagues on both sides of the aisle for 
doing so. 

In mid-November, popular protests against the Iranian regime 
began and rapidly spread to at least 100 cities throughout the 
country in the most significant anti-government demonstrations in 
Iran since 2009. While protestors took to the streets in response to 
an announced increase in the price of fuel, they also called for 
structural reform of the Iranian political system and condemned 
current and former leaders. In response, Iranian authorities shut 
down the internet; security forces used lethal force, killing hun-
dreds of people, marking the highest casualty rate of any protest 
movement in Iran since the Islamic Revolution four decades ago, 
and arresting at least 7,000 more. 

Congress has long expressed bipartisan support for the human 
rights of the Iranian people, including the rights to peaceably as-
semble and protest. Congress has also supported the rights of Ira-
nian dissidents and authorized the licensing of communications 
services to improve the ability of the Iranian people to speak freely. 

In keeping with that tradition, H. Res. 752 expresses the support 
of the House of Representatives for the rights of the Iranian people 
to free expression and condemns the regime for its crackdown on 
the recent legitimate, peaceful protests in Iran. The resolution con-
demns the Iranian regime’s serious human rights abuses, signifi-
cant corruption, and destabilizing activities abroad, and urges the 
President and the Secretary of State to work with the international 
community to ensure that violations of human rights are part of all 
formal and informal multilateral or bilateral discussions with and 
regarding Iran. 

I thank my friend, Mr. Wilson, for his leadership on this and so 
many other issues I am proud to partner with him on. I thank all 
of my colleagues for their support of this resolution which dem-
onstrates that Congress stands with the Iranian people against the 
brutal regime and supports their right to live in a free society. 

And I yield back the balance of my time. 
Chairman ENGEL. Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr. 

Deutch. 
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Mr. Rooney. 
Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Chairman Engel and Ranking Member 

McCaul. 
I want to thank Chairman Sires, chairman of the Western Hemi-

sphere Subcommittee, and voice my support for his very important 
resolution for which I am thankful to be an original cosponsor, H. 
Res. 754, which expresses the House’s support for the brave people 
of Nicaragua in their struggle for freedom and democracy against 
the oppressive regime of Daniel Ortega. 

The resolution highlights the regime’s human rights abuses that 
have led to the deaths of 325 innocent Nicaraguans and injured 
thousands more in 2018. Today, the regime continues its assault on 
the Nicaraguan people with no signs of letting up. Just last month, 
the regime’s police forces attacked churches and church leaders 
throughout the country and cut water to peaceful hunger strikers 
inside a church in the city of Masaya. 

These attacks harken back to Ortega’s first round as Nicaragua’s 
Marxist Communist leader in the early 1980’s. Ortega is clearly no 
less an authoritarian and anti-democratic leader now than he was 
back then. Ortega mirrors his close allies in Cuba and Venezuela 
by oppressing dissent. We have seen the reports of arbitrary deten-
tions and attacks on civil society and independent media that have 
forced many journalists and government dissenters to flee the 
country. 

The Ortegas are responsible for systematic corruption, getting 
rich by stealing from the people of the second poorest country in 
the Western Hemisphere. The Trump Administration has rightly 
responded by imposing sanctions on the Ortega family and other 
members of the regime who are responsible for corruption and 
human rights abuses. This resolution recognizes and supports the 
administration’s efforts and calls for additional sanctions and re-
strictions on the regime’s access to foreign financing. 

Today, I support this resolution in calling on Daniel Ortega to 
cease all attacks on the Nicaraguan people, release all political 
prisoners, and set the conditions for free and fair elections. The 
people of Nicaragua have suffered enough, and the House is rightly 
speaking out against the Ortega regime’s crimes. I thank Western 
Hemisphere Subcommittee Chairman Sires again for introducing 
this resolution and will continue to work with him and our col-
leagues on the committee to support democracy for the Nicaraguan 
people. 

I yield back. Thank you very much. 
Chairman ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Rooney. 
Before I call on our next people, I want to just remind everyone 

on the committee that we have our annual holiday party this 
evening, starting at five o’clock, right in this room with nice ambi-
ence. So, we would like members on both sides of the aisle. Mr. 
McCaul and I invite you. Please, please show up for a few minutes 
and welcome the holiday season. Thank you. 

Mr. Keating. 
Mr. KEATING. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I am also pleased to join with all of us here supporting all the 

legislation that is being considered en bloc today in a bipartisan 
fashion. 
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I am also honored to join Representative Fitzpatrick in spon-
soring the Countering Russian and Other Overseas Kleptocracy 
Act, or the CROOK Act. Russia’s political system is built on a net-
work of cronyism and kleptocracy, and exposing and countering 
Russian corruption and malign influence is a priority for our Eu-
rope, Eurasia, Energy and the Environment Subcommittee. 

For too long, Russian President Vladmir Putin and other Russian 
politicians and oligarchs have acted with impunity, exerting undue 
influence over Russian political and economic policies at home and 
abroad, and manipulating U.S. and European financial systems to 
move and disguise their dark money. Their illicit funds are being 
used to control key economic sectors, fund political parties and or-
ganizations that advance Russian interests and manipulate polit-
ical processes and policies. 

Of course, corruption is not limited to Russia. Corruption can be 
found everywhere, inhabiting the dark corners of every country 
around the globe. So, we must shine a light on kleptocrats’ ill-got-
ten gains and on those who benefit from them. The CROOK Act 
will help prevent Russian and other forms of kleptocracy from erod-
ing democracy, security, and rule of law. It reaffirms U.S. policy to 
support key partners in promoting good governance and combating 
corruption. 

The CROOK Act would establish an Anti-Corruption Action Fund 
to assist governments and non-governmental organizations in their 
efforts to prevent, investigate, combat, and deal with corruption 
and bribery around the world. The Act would impose a $5 million 
prevention payment on some of the most corrupt offenders of the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act and against the leaders in spreading 
this malign practice throughout the world. They will be subject to 
fines and penalties that exceed $50 million and would, thus, ensure 
those responsible for corrupt acts that contribute to efforts around 
the world and inhibit the rule of law, that they will seek leadership 
in countering this from the United States. The CROOK Act also es-
tablishes an interagency task force to work in coordination with 
U.S. embassies to coordinate assistance efforts, promote good gov-
ernance in foreign States, and enhance the ability of foreign States 
to combat public corruption and evaluate foreign States’ efforts. 

I hope all of you will join me in supporting the CROOK Act and 
ensuring that corruption has no place here, in Russia, or anywhere 
else. 

I yield back. 
Chairman ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Keating. 
Mr. Fitzpatrick. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I would like to speak briefly about two pieces of legislation that 

are being marked up today, that I know both measures will help 
further our Nation’s strategic goals. 

I was proud to partner with my colleague on this committee, 
Representative Castro, to sponsor the Global Child Thrive Act. This 
legislation will bolster global early childhood development. Dedi-
cating renewed attention to improving lives, the Act emphasizes 
the effective approaches to assist other countries in implementing 
child-focused initiatives and reauthorizes sections of the Foreign 
Assistance Act that will provide help to orphans and other vulner-
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able children through the year 2025. I would also encourage my 
colleagues in the Senate to take up the companion bill that is being 
led by Senator Blunt and Senator Coons as we have in the House 
today. 

The second piece of legislation I would like to highlight, which 
was just spoken to from my colleague, Mr. Keating, is the Coun-
tering Russian and Other Overseas Kleptocracy Act, or CROOK 
Act. The CROOK Act will establish an Anti-Corruption Action 
Fund to provide extra funding for anti-corruption reform in partner 
countries as well as streamline the U.S. Government’s work build-
ing the rule of law abroad. I was fortune to be able to work with 
Mr. Keating on this bill and combine my role as a member of this 
committee and, also, as a Commissioner on the Helsinki Commis-
sion. 

Mr. Chairman, this legislation is critically important. As an FBI 
agent who led the FBI’s Mission to End International Corruption, 
this bill is key to making sure that the right resources are avail-
able to the men and women on the front lines of this fight. 

I would ask all my colleagues to join me in supporting both of 
these important measures. 

I yield back, Mr. Chairman. 
Chairman ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Fitzpatrick. 
Mr. Cicilline. 
Mr. CICILLINE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to thank you 

and the ranking member for once again holding a markup of bipar-
tisan measures, all of which make progress on important foreign 
policy initiatives that will further American national security and 
global leadership. And I particularly want to thank you and to ac-
knowledge the strong, bipartisan leadership of the chairman and 
the ranking member for what has been a very productive year of 
work on the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 

I plan to support each of these measures and thank the sponsors 
for their hard work. I would like to take a few minutes to talk 
about some of the bills being considered today. 

I strongly support H.R. 4864, the Global Child Thrive Act, spon-
sored by my friends, Joaquin Castro and Brian Fitzpatrick. This 
bill will make important investments in education and early child-
hood development, recognizing the importance of safety, access to 
clean water and food, and access to education, for the development 
of healthy young people who can contribute to their own societies. 
With so many countries around the world experiencing decreasing 
child mortality rates, it is vital that the United States continue to 
support important programs to help children not just survive, but 
thrive. 

I am pleased to support H.R. 4508, the Malala Yousafzai Scholar-
ship Act, sponsored by my colleague and good friend, Hakeem 
Jeffries from New York. This legislation, of which I am a proud co-
sponsor, requires USAID to provide at least 50 percent of its merit 
and needs-based scholarships to women in Pakistan. Women in 
Pakistan still face enormous discrimination and hardship in access-
ing education. I am pleased to see this effort to ensure that our as-
sistance will help give Pakistani women the educational opportuni-
ties they need to build leaders of the next generation who will fol-
low in Malala’s footsteps. 
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I also want to thank Mr. Deutch and Mr. Wilson for their leader-
ship in sponsoring H. Res. 752, a resolution supporting the rights 
of the people of Iran to free expression and condemning the Iranian 
regime for its crackdown on legitimate protests. I continuously am 
in awe of the courage of the Iranian people who are willing to risk 
their own personal safety to protest the corrupt and violent regime. 
The Iranian people want the same things everyone wants for them-
selves and their families—food to eat, a safe place to live, and ac-
cess to real opportunities. The Iranian regime has used repression 
and fear to maintain control for decades, and when coupled with 
bad economic policies, the Iranians have no choice but to say, 
‘‘Enough.’’ I stand with these brave Iranians and I support their ef-
forts to live freely and strongly support this resolution and urge my 
colleagues to do the same. 

Finally, I want to make reference to the CROOK Act, sponsored 
by my esteemed classmate, Mr. Keating, and Mr. Fitzpatrick. I am 
very proud to support this legislation to really reaffirm America’s 
global leadership in combating corruption as a key and effective 
tool to promoting democracy, transparency, and honest government 
around the world. This legislation will strengthen U.S. efforts to 
advance the rule of law by establishing an Anti-Corruption Action 
Fund at the State Department. And now more than ever, America’s 
leadership on this issue is necessary. 

So, with that, Mr. Chairman, I am going to urge my colleagues 
to support all of these bills and, again, thank my colleagues for 
their strong leadership in presenting them. 

With that, I yield back. 
Chairman ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Cicilline. 
Ms. Titus. 
Ms. TITUS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this markup 

and for including my bill, H.R. 3373, the Office of International 
Disability Rights Act, in the en bloc package. 

There are more than 1 billion persons with disabilities around 
the world. Eighty percent live in developing countries. Around 60 
percent are women and there are more than 90 million children 
with disabilities. Women with disabilities are more likely to experi-
ence sexual violence and children with disabilities are more likely 
to be malnourished and subjected to violence, isolation, and abuse. 
They are also less likely to be in school than children without dis-
abilities. 

Persons with disabilities are often excluded from the labor mar-
ket, political participation, and meaningful involvement in public 
life. They are more likely to experience poverty, discrimination, and 
lack of access to vital resources. The world faces economic losses 
and costs when societies marginalize people with disabilities. 

The United States has historically been a leader on disability 
rights, and it is critical that we remain at the forefront and con-
tinue to give this issue the importance it deserves in U.S. foreign 
policy. The Special Advisor for International Disability Rights was 
a position created in 2010, and Judy Heumann, who served in that 
position, is with us here today. Thank you very much. She was in-
strumental in the drafting of this proposed legislation, and I thank 
her and her team for working with Erica on my staff to bring this 
forward. 
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As Special Advisor, Ms. Heumann and her team helped boost the 
profile of disability rights within the State Department, raise the 
visibility of persons with disabilities in the Department’s policies 
and programs, and improve the inclusion of disabilities in the an-
nual Human Rights and Trafficking in Persons reports. They 
helped encourage foreign governments to combat discrimination, 
make democracy and human rights activities more inclusive, and 
work to ensure emergency planning and humanitarian aid were ac-
cessible to persons with disabilities. Indeed, their work made a real 
difference around the world. 

Just one small example, in a meeting with young Mongolian 
leaders visiting Congress through a USAID program earlier this 
year, they mentioned to me the support that the U.S. team had 
provided in helping them to craft their new law on the rights of 
persons with disabilities in 2016. 

Unfortunately, the position of Special Advisor has been vacant 
since January 2017, and with the vacancy, there has been a cor-
responding decline in U.S. leadership in the international disability 
rights arena. H.R. 3373 would restore U.S. leadership by codifying 
the Special Advisor position and the Office of International Dis-
ability Rights at the State Department. It would ensure that State 
Department personnel receive training, so that our programming, 
policies, and budgets are disability-inclusive and so personnel 
working in their respective missions will be able to perform their 
work through the lens of disability-inclusion. 

The bill also directs State to develop a formal policy on disability 
inclusion, something USAID has done and is in the process of up-
dating, but State has not. This will ensure that Congress, disability 
people’s organizations, and the public can better understand the 
State Department’s efforts in these areas and hold them account-
able for implementing such work. 

Disability rights cut across all sectors of foreign assistance—de-
mocracy promotion, voting in elections, human rights, labor, global 
health, education, economic growth and trade, gender equality, ag-
riculture and food security, conflict transformation, and humani-
tarian recovery and relief. 

We cannot have more than 1 billion people invisible in the global 
development agenda or in our foreign policy because of disabilities. 
It is in the diplomatic, economic, and humanitarian interest of the 
U.S. to continue to lead internationally on disability rights, and 
this bill would ensure that we continue to do so. Disability rights 
are human rights, and I look forward to the bill’s full consideration 
by the House. 

And I yield back. 
Chairman ENGEL. Thank you, Ms. Titus. 
Mr. Lieu. 
Mr. LIEU. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Across the country, our cities and States are laboratories of de-

mocracy. They are places where innovative policies are developed 
on everything from resource management to trade, to public safety, 
but our cities and States are also instruments of U.S. diplomacy. 
For years, mayors, council members, school board members, and 
Governors have been engaging with their foreign counterparts 
around the globe to share best practices and strike agreements on 
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a range of issues. The growth of subnational cooperation has en-
abled cities and States to play an increasingly significant role in 
foreign policy and complement the efforts of the State Department. 
These engagements support U.S. trade and investment, facilitate 
cooperation on energy and the environment, increase the health 
and safety of our citizens, and promote people-to-people exchanges. 

Today, global networks made up exclusively of local government 
officials are at the forefront of harnessing the power of cities to ad-
vance international cooperation, including organizations such as 
the Global Parliament of Mayors, Urban 20, and more. It is in the 
interest of the United States to promote these subnational engage-
ments, align them with national objectives, and leverage Federal 
resources to enhance their impact. 

For too long, however, our cities and States have been conducting 
this subnational diplomacy with little to no support from the Fed-
eral Government. That is a missed opportunity by both sides. My 
legislation being considered today, the City and State Diplomacy 
Act, seeks to address this major gap. This legislation will do two 
things. 

First, it will establish a new Office of Subnational Diplomacy at 
the State Department that will coordinate all Federal resources 
needed to support our mayors and Governors on the world stage. 
This office will be headed by a senior official of an appropriate rank 
to represent the U.S. in international fora and develop the agree-
ments necessary to facilitate more subnational engagement. 

Second, the legislation authorizes State Department detailees to 
city halls and State capitals across the country to advise and assist 
our mayors, council members, school board members, and Gov-
ernors and help them achieve their specific international objectives. 

I am pleased this legislation has broad support not only from my 
colleagues across the aisle, but from across the country as well. 
This legislation will benefit every American city and every State 
with international interests. 

I am also pleased that this legislation has garnered the support 
of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the American Foreign Service As-
sociation, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, and a number of former 
senior State Department officials from both Republican and Demo-
cratic administrations. I am also very pleased this legislation has 
bipartisan coauthors. 

I would like to extend my deep thanks to Congressman Joe Wil-
son of South Carolina for partnering with me on this legislation 
and for his kind remarks about the bill today. I also want to thank 
Chairman Engel and Ranking Member McCaul for bringing this 
legislation forward to markup. 

And I yield back. 
Chairman ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Lieu. 
Ms. Wild. 
Ms. WILD. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I move to strike the last word. I am proud to speak in support 

of H.R. 4864, the Global Child Thrive Act of 2019. I want to thank 
my colleagues, Representatives Joaquin Castro and Brian 
Fitzpatrick, for leading on this important legislation. 

Around the world and here at home, millions of children lack ac-
cess to vital early childhood development programs. We know from 
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a rich body of research that the first years of a child’s life are un-
paralleled in their potential to shape outcomes later in life. As a 
result, discrepancies in accessing early learning are a leading cause 
of inequity in health and well-being as well as academic and pro-
fessional success throughout their lives. 

The Global Child Thrive Act will position our country to advance 
early childhood development globally as a major priority of U.S. 
Government international programming. At a time when 35 million 
children around the world are refugees or displaced, and when 1 
in every 5 children internationally lives in a conflict-affected area, 
this work could not be more urgently needed. Particularly given the 
profoundly negative impact of stressful, unstable environments on 
children’s development, we must ensure that coming generations 
can access these vital services, regardless of the tragic cir-
cumstances that they had the misfortune to be born into. We must 
remember our common humanity. 

I commend my colleagues from both parties for working together 
to make clear that belief in the importance of early childhood de-
velopment is a core interest and value of the United States. I urge 
all of my colleagues on the committee to join me in voting for the 
passage of H.R. 4864, the Global Child Thrive Act. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I yield back. 
Chairman ENGEL. Thank you, Ms. Wild. 
Mr. Allred. 
Mr. ALLRED. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I also want to thank 

the ranking member for your work in bringing together these bills 
for us to consider today. 

I am happy to support all of them. I would want to specifically 
mention three bills that I am a cosponsor of—the Global Child 
Thrive Act, the Malala Yousafzai Scholarship Act, and the resolu-
tion supporting the rights of the Iranian people to free expression. 

The Global Child Thrive Act, introduced by my fellow Texan, 
Congressman Castro, takes an important step forward in coordi-
nating U.S. interagency efforts toward taking a more holistic ap-
proach to supporting early childhood health and development. 
Through focusing on early childhood development across all sectors 
from water and sanitation to basic education, the U.S., with our 
international partners, can lead the way in improving the lives of 
children across the world. 

The Malala Yousafzai Scholarship Act, named after the world-fa-
mous Pakistani activist for education and the youngest Nobel Lau-
reate, would require that half of all USAID merit and needs-based 
scholarships in Pakistan go to women. This fix takes a huge leap 
forward in ensuring that women have the same opportunities as 
men to go to school and reach their full potential around the world. 

Finally, H. Res. 752, introduced by my esteemed colleague and 
friend, Ted Deutch, supports the rights of the Iranian people to free 
expression and condemns the violent crackdown by the Iranian re-
gime. We in Congress support the rights of the Iranian people to 
freely assemble without fear of violence from their government. 
This resolution makes it clear that Congress is watching the events 
closely and will continue to speak out against violence against 
peaceful protestors. 

I yield back. 
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Chairman ENGEL. Thank you. 
Are there any other members seeking recognition? Mr. Zeldin. 
Mr. ZELDIN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I appreciate the committee’s consideration of these measures in 

the en bloc package today. 
First, I would like to express my support for H.R. 630, the 

Counterterrorism Screening and Assistance Act. This legislation is 
very similar to legislation that passed twice through this committee 
in the 114th and 115th Congress with bipartisan support. 

Since 2011, the situation in Iraq and Syria has presented extra- 
significant challenges for the global community’s ability to track 
and combat foreign terrorist actors. In Europe, roughly 5,000 EU 
citizens have traveled to Syria or Iraq to become foreign fighters 
for the Islamic State or other foreign terrorist groups. Our foreign 
partners have employed various measures to combat foreign fight-
ers, to include increasing surveillance and prohibiting travel, that 
have successfully thwarted a number of plots. But we need to do 
more. 

There is a very serious and well-recognized need for improved 
international border security and information-sharing between gov-
ernments. This bipartisan legislation would ensure U.S. resources 
are utilized in the most efficient way possible to help international 
partners close loopholes in international airport security, better 
track these terrorists, and prevent them from traveling internation-
ally, with a special focus on high-risk and medium-risk countries. 

H.R. 630 would do this by requiring the Department of State and 
Department of Homeland Security to accelerate the delivery of cer-
tain surplus border security systems to countries of greatest con-
cern and risk for a foreign fighter or terrorist to travel. The U.S. 
will attempt to collect reimbursement for transferred equipment, 
and all equipment transfers will comply with existing regulations 
related to the export of sensitive technologies. 

This legislation would also recognize a reporting system to hold 
our partners accountable by monitoring efforts of foreign govern-
ments to combat terrorism and foreign fighter travel. It is essential 
that the United States work with the global community to monitor 
and stop the movement of terrorists abroad. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues in the House and 
our friends in the Senate to pass and send this bill to the Presi-
dent. 

In addition to other great bills in this en bloc, I would also like 
to express my support for H.R. 2343, the Peace and Tolerance in 
Palestinian Education Act. This was a bipartisan effort, working 
with Mr. Sherman, to maintain oversight over UNRWA’s edu-
cational activities in the West Bank and Gaza. Last year, Congress-
man Perry and I secured declassification of a shocking GAO 
UNRWA textbook report revealing what we had suspected all 
along. The UNRWA textbook initiative was a sham. Textbook con-
tent in UNRWA schools did not mention Israel or Judaism and in-
cluded regional maps that excluded Israel, and content was in-
cluded that incited hate and violence. 

The GAO report found that supplementary material, purchased 
using U.S. tax dollars, to counter the anti-Semitic and anti-Israel 
bias injected by the PA was being rejected and not utilized on the 
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ground. What is worse, the GAO report concluded that Congress 
has been unable to fully assess the nature and extent of the mate-
rial in PA textbooks because of the State Department’s misleading 
reports to Congress. It is unacceptable that textbooks that are used 
de-legitimize Israel and demonize Jewish people. 

We must demand transparency over the anti-Israel textbooks in 
this program that are fueling another generation of hate. Our bill 
requires the Secretary of State to submit annual reports to Con-
gress to determine whether schools operated by UNRWA and the 
Palestinian Authority have removed this offensive textbook content 
and determine whether any U.S. foreign assistance is being used 
to support this hateful curriculum. The United States cannot sup-
port a program that goes against the best interest of our greatest 
ally. 

I would like to thank Chairman Engel and Lead Republican 
McCaul for their leadership and assistance on these important 
issues. 

I yield back. 
Chairman ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Zeldin. 
Are there any other members seeking recognition? 
Hearing no further requests, then, without objection, the com-

mittee will proceed to consider the noticed items en bloc. 
Without objection, each measure is considered as read and the 

amendments to each are considered as read and are agreed to. 
[The bills and amendments en bloc follow:] 
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Chairman ENGEL. The question is on the measures en bloc, as 
amended, if amended. 

All those in favor say aye. 
All those opposed, no. 
In the opinion of the chair, the ayes have it. The measures con-

sidered en bloc are agreed to. 
And without objection, each measure is ordered favorably re-

ported, as amended, if amended, and each amendment to each bill 
shall be reported as a single Amendment in the Nature of a Sub-
stitute. 

Without objection, staff is authorized to make any technical and 
conforming changes. 

The committee is now adjourned. Thank you very much for your 
hard work. 

[Whereupon, at 11:24 a.m., the committee was adjourned.] 
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