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ACCOUNTING FOR THE TRUE COST OF 
REGULATION: EXPLORING THE POSSIBILITY 

OF A REGULATORY BUDGET 

TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2015 

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY

AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, 
Washington, DC. 

The Committees met, pursuant to notice, at 10:06 a.m., in room 
SD-G50, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Ron Johnson, Chair-
man of the Committee, presiding. 

Present: Senators Johnson, Enzi, Grassley, Portman, Ayotte, 
Lankford, Perdue, Ernst, Carper, Stabenow, Whitehouse, Warner, 
King, Heitkamp, and Peters. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN JOHNSON 

Chairman JOHNSON. Good morning. This hearing will come to 
order. 

I want to welcome the witnesses. Thank you for your written tes-
timony. I am looking forward to this hearing on really how do we 
come to grips with our regulatory burden in terms of some kind of 
regulatory budget, some kind of process for subtraction. 

Certainly one thing I have learned in my 41⁄2 years here in 
Washington, D.C., is everything seems to be additive. And, of 
course, we have over the decades added layer upon layer upon 
layer—I could keep going—of law and rules and regulations, which 
are becoming quite burdensome. 

One of the things I am always trying to attempt to do is really 
grab America by the lapels so they understand the extent of this 
problem. And the problem with the regulations, unless you are on 
the front lines, unless you are a compliance officer in a business, 
unless you are an innovator, distracted from innovating and cre-
ating and building a business and creating jobs, distracted by the 
fact that you have to comply with layer upon layer of Federal and 
State regulations, you really do not understand really how corro-
sive and harmful all of this regulatory overreach has become in 
terms of growing the economy, allowing businesses that create 
products and services that we all actually do value, and as a result 
growing a business to create the kind of good jobs that we all are 
seeking for the American public. 

A couple ways I try and quantify it is we have had a number of 
studies that try and calculate what the cost of the regulatory bur-
den is. We have had some estimates as high as $2 trillion. Well, 
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1 The prepared statement of Senator Johnson appears in the Appendix on page 35. 

again, we are immune to these enormous numbers, so let me put 
that in perspective for folks. 

Only nine economies in the world are larger than $2 trillion. 
Whether you completely buy into that figure, it gives you some 
measure of the depth, the size of the problem, the onerous nature 
of the regulatory burden. 

Another way of looking at this is, if you remember, in 2009 dur-
ing the debate over the health care law, I know that a lot of people 
are really concerned about the fact that we are spending one-sixth 
of our economy on health care—again, trying to heal ourselves, get 
well, cure diseases. That one-sixth of our economy is about $2.5 
trillion. So, there is a lot of time and effort put into trying to con-
tain and control $2.5 trillion worth of expenditure on health care. 
Where is the outrage, where is the sense of urgency to try and con-
trol a $2 trillion regulatory burden? 

Another way of kind of putting this in perspective is under-
standing how we create all these regulations. We do not seem to 
pass laws anymore in this Congress. What we do is we pass frame-
works. Two examples: Both Dodd-Frank and Obamacare were 
somewhere between 350,000 and 380,000 words when they were 
enacted. This is about a year ago when I had my staff check into 
this. About a year ago, Dodd-Frank was already up to 15 million 
words, about 43 times the size of the original legislation. 
Obamacare was over 12 million words, about 32 times the size. 

So, again, I am just trying to put into context the extent of this 
regulatory burden because, again, unless you are one of those busi-
ness owners or a compliance officer having to deal with complying 
with regulations, being distracted from your primary goal of grow-
ing a business, growing your organization, providing products and 
services we all want, we really do not understand collectively what 
this burden really is. 

So the purpose of this hearing is to lay out that reality and then 
start trying to grapple with some ways we can come up with a sub-
tractive process as opposed to strictly additive. And we have a rep-
resentative here from the Canadian Government that I think has 
come up with something that is certainly started, I think began in 
the United Kingdom (U.K.), a one-in/one-out rule. I mentioned that 
I would be all in favor of a one-in/ten-out rule, but I will be happy 
with incremental success. So we are looking forward to that kind 
of testimony. 

I do ask consent that my written statement be entered in the 
record.1 

With that, I will turn it over to our other Chairman, Senator 
Mike Enzi. This is a somewhat unusual hearing. We are combining 
our Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs (HSGAC) together with the Budget Committee. Because 
these are sort of dual jurisdiction, we thought this was a pretty in-
teresting hearing for all of our Members. Senator Enzi 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN ENZI 
Chairman ENZI. Thank you, Chairman Johnson, for hosting this 

hearing today, and, yes, I am told that it is historic. This is the 
first time that two committees have met together to do a topic on 
the same hearing at the same time in 20 years. So this saves us 
having to bring them in twice and do the same thing. 

Chairman JOHNSON. High efficiency. 
Chairman ENZI. Yes, which is what we are trying to get, more 

efficiency. 
Welcome to Minister Clement. Mr. Clement, we appreciate you 

taking the time out of your busy schedule to visit with us and 
share your success in addressing the regulatory burden in the econ-
omy of Canada, and I was impressed that you serve on the Treas-
ury Board of Canada. 

Ms. Dudley and Mr. Pierce, welcome. We have kind of a common 
connection. You teach at the George Washington University 
(GWU). I went to the George Washington University. 

Last month, for the first time since 2001, Congress agreed to a 
joint 10-year Federal budget that put our Nation on a path to a 
balanced budget. According to the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO), a balanced budget will boost the Nation’s economic growth 
and will provide for more than 1 million additional new jobs over 
the next 10 years. 

The Budget Committee is now working to enforce the spending 
targets laid out in the budget to make sure we stay on that path. 
But we have no such accounting and enforcement system when it 
comes to the regulation side of the ledger. The absence of such a 
system for regulations is an increasingly odd deficiency. Why not 
also address an area of government that would have the biggest 
positive impact on the lives of hardworking Americans by making 
government less intrusive? 

We heard from Senator Johnson a little bit on what the costs are. 
I am going to cover those again and in addition, because I won-
dered what it costs to have America’s growing regulatory burden. 
The burden of government continues to grow for each and every 
American. One study estimated that the regulatory burden in the 
United States cost more than $1,800 billion in 2014 alone. Now, 
that is $1.8 trillion, but I prefer to call it ‘‘$1,800 billion’’ because 
that sounds like a bigger number than one of anything. And that 
was bigger than the entire gross domestic product (GDP) of India. 
This burden is dragging down our economy when we should be 
working to boost economic growth and help create more jobs. 

These regulations are particularly hurting small businesses, 
which traditionally are America’s economic engine. Over the years, 
we have tried various reform mechanisms to control red tape. Dat-
ing back to the 1980s, the Executive Branch has tried to control 
the flow of government agency regulations through Executive Or-
ders (EO) mandating regulatory impact assessments on major 
rules. Agencies are tasked with measuring the paperwork burden 
of legislation, and laws have been passed to assess the small busi-
ness impact of legislation. 

I strongly support these efforts, but if you ask the average small 
business owner in Wyoming if red tape has been reduced, he or she 
would absolutely shake their head and say no. 
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We have a lot of work to do because the regulations and the bur-
den they place on each and every American keep growing. What 
can we do to help ease the regulatory burdens? Minister Clement, 
I am especially looking forward to hearing more about your suc-
cessful Red Tape Reduction Plan in Canada. We have a regulatory 
accounting system in place here as part of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget (OMB) which is supposed to regularly report on 
the cost of major regulations. However, that report does not encom-
pass the whole government, and it is not built into any type of reg-
ulatory measure reduction system. It is almost like watching a fire 
slowly burn down a house without calling the fire department. 

In particular, I am interested in how the one-for-one rule re-
quires regulators to monetize and offset any increases in adminis-
trative burden that result from regulatory changes with equal re-
ductions from existing regulations. I am excited about today’s hear-
ing in part because we are going to hear a fresh perspective from 
those who have waged successful campaigns against red tape. 
Under Mr. Clement’s leadership, when it comes to lowering regu-
latory burdens, Canada has experienced annual estimated compli-
ance savings of 290,000 hours. That is equal to more than 33 years. 
That is the time that individuals can use to grow their businesses 
or improve their work. 

This Congress has a number of measures pending that would ad-
dress regulations. However, we need to explore better ways to actu-
ally measure their costs in order to find more effective controls and 
procedures for eliminating unneeded and redundant regulations. 

Can we make government more effective? We know that one of 
the best ways to balance our budget is to make our government 
more efficient and accountable. Scrutinizing the rules and regula-
tions that are hurting hardworking Americans helps us do both. If 
we can do this, we start to see what is not working and eliminate 
those regulations while streamlining what is left to help make gov-
ernment more effective. If government regulations are not deliv-
ering results, they should be improved. And if they are not needed, 
they ought to be eliminated. 

It is time to prioritize and demand results to ensure that govern-
ment works for the people instead of the people working for the 
government. Congress has a responsibility to help make it easier 
for hardworking Americans to grow their businesses or advance in 
their jobs instead of worrying about inefficient and ineffective regu-
lations. 

True regulatory reform can help serve as a foundation for help-
ing all Americans grow and prosper. There are many different op-
tions. That is why I look forward to this conversation, beginning 
with our work here today. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Chairman JOHNSON. Thank you, Chairman Enzi. 
Senator Carper. 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR CARPER 
Senator CARPER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Both Mr. Chairmen, 

thank you both. And to our colleagues from the Budget Committee, 
great to be with all of you. 

Our friends from Canada, bienvenue. We are happy to see you. 
Thanks for joining us. 

And, Susan, wonderful to see you again. I have great memories 
of when you were part of the Bush Administration and wore the 
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) hat, and it is 
great to see you again. Thank you for all your service to our coun-
try. 

And, Mr. Pierce, I am excited about your testimony and am look-
ing forward to hearing about your points about it is important for 
us not to ignore the benefits that may flow from regulations as we 
look at the costs. 

But we are happy you are all here, and my colleagues have heard 
me say this more than they would want to admit, but I often say 
people who have our jobs, we do not create jobs. Mayors do not cre-
ate jobs. Governors do not create jobs. Presidents do not create 
jobs. What we do is try to create a nurturing environment for job 
creation. And that consists of a lot of different things: access to cap-
ital; a world-class workforce; rule of law and public safety; robust, 
vibrant transportation systems; a predictable Tax Code; a bearable 
tax burden; and also common-sense regulations. 

Two days after Father’s Day, I am channeling my Dad, now de-
ceased, but he used to say to my sister and me when we were grow-
ing up—and you can probably remember stuff that your parents 
said to you when you were growing up. My Dad would say to my 
sister—and when we would do some bone-headed stunt. He was al-
ways saying, ‘‘Just use some common sense.’’ He said it a lot. He 
did not say it that nicely. And one of the things I took away from 
that was to use some common sense. 

I think part of the nurturing environment for job creation and 
job preservation is, frankly, if we are going to have regulations— 
and we need them—make sure we are using some common sense. 

Regulations can help consumers feel confident that the products 
they buy and use every day are safe. Thoughtful regulations pro-
vide businesses with the predictability that they need. They play 
a major role in our daily lives, and usually—not always, but usu-
ally in positive ways. Every time we go to the bank, every time we 
drive a car or take a breath of clean air or a drink of clean water, 
we are enjoying the benefits of regulations. 

Of course, the regulatory process can be cumbersome at times. 
We all know that by personal experience. Not infrequently, regula-
tions do impose some additional costs and requirements on busi-
nesses and on others who must comply with them. But I disagree 
with those who think that we have to choose between regulation 
and having a robust, growing economy. I think we can have both, 
and the record would show even now, as we make changes in some 
of our regulations, we have been able to grow the economy finally 
pretty smartly. 

For example, common-sense, cost-effective regulations to address 
our Nation’s environmental and our energy challenges help to re-
duce harmful pollutants and lower energy costs. They also help the 
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economy by putting Americans to work in advanced manufacturing 
jobs to create new products. 

I like to say that many of the laws that we pass in Congress are 
kind of like a skeleton. The regulatory process sort of puts the 
meat on the bones in order to have a fully prepared body. But Con-
gress cannot always include in legislation the minute details, so we 
must ensure that the regulatory process results in regulations that 
achieve the objectives laid out in the laws that we pass here. To 
that end, it is important that we conduct oversight of the regu-
latory process to try to reduce burdens and encourage trans-
parency. 

As we work to reduce the burdens, however, let us not forget 
about the benefits that flow—and Mr. Pierce will make this point 
later on—the benefits that flow from most regulations. I worry that 
is the fatal flaw in many discussions of a ‘‘regulatory budget’’ or 
‘‘regulatory PAYGO’’ that is the subject of today’s hearing. Such a 
system does not account for the benefits that regulations can and 
oftentimes do provide. 

Excluding the benefits from the equation may lead to the repeal 
of a rule and a reduction in the burden it places on businesses. But 
doing so potentially ignores the much greater benefits, economic 
and otherwise, that rule could bring to society as a whole. And that 
would be a mistake. 

So I want to be honest with everybody, I have some concerns 
with the idea that an agency’s ability to implement a new rule 
could depend on it repealing an older one first in order to meet its 
‘‘regulatory budget,’’ when, in fact, the older regulation actually 
might still be necessary. Or maybe even worse, an agency may 
delay implementing a much needed rule because an offset cannot 
be found. 

For example, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) could 
be forced to choose between issuing the proposed Clean Power Plan 
rule to regulate carbon pollution or keeping the Mercury and Air 
Toxics rule to regulate mercury emissions. It does not make sense, 
at least not to me, to make the EPA choose which air pollutants 
to regulate to protect public health just to fit the restrictions of a 
regulatory budget. 

That said, though, I am a strong supporter of efforts to identify 
existing regulations that should be modified or repealed. I have 
been encouraged by the administration’s work in this arena and by 
the personal commitment the President has shown to these efforts 
to conduct retrospective reviews. 

Let me close by saying this: Cass Sunstein—and, Ms. Dudley, I 
am not sure if Cass actually succeeded you or not in your post, but 
I think he did. Cass was asked by this President, the current Presi-
dent, to do a top-to-bottom review of all of our regulations, find out 
which ones still make sense, which ones should be changed, and 
which ones we ought to get rid of. And I think that kind of top- 
to-bottom review, not just at the beginning of an administration 
but throughout an administration, actually makes a whole lot of 
sense, too. 

Thanks, Mr. Chairman. 
Chairman JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Carper. 
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It is the tradition of this Committee to swear in witnesses, so if 
you will all stand and raise your right hand. Do you swear the tes-
timony you will give before this Committee will be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you, God? 

Mr. CLEMENT. I do. 
Ms. DUDLEY. I do. 
Mr. PIERCE. I do. 
Chairman JOHNSON. Please be seated. 
Our first witness is the Honorable Tony Clement. Minister Clem-

ent is the president of the Treasury Board of Canada. Since 2006, 
he has served as the Member of Parliament for the Ontario Riding 
of Parry Sound-Muskoka. In the House of Commons, Minister 
Clement has served on the front benches as both Minister of 
Health and Minister of Industry. In this capacity, Minister Clem-
ent heads the development and implementation of a cross-govern-
ment review looking at transformational ways to support and de-
liver services to taxpayers in the most efficient and effective means 
possible. During his private sector career, Mr. Clement was a law-
yer, business board member, and a small business owner and en-
trepreneur. Minister Clement. 

TESTIMONY OF THE HONORABLE TONY CLEMENT,1 PRESI-
DENT OF THE TREASURY BOARD, GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 

Mr. CLEMENT. Well, thank you very much, Chairman Johnson, 
Chairman Enzi, Ranking Members, and distinguished Members of 
this set of committees. Thank you so much for inviting me here 
today to be in Washington, D.C. It is such an honor to address a 
common issue of concern for both our countries—namely, the reduc-
tion of excessive Federal regulatory burden on our countries. 

As you mentioned, Senator, my primary job was to do spending 
reviews, never the most popular man on the Hill when you are re-
ducing budgets, but we were able to balance the Canadian Federal 
budget this year and actually have a small surplus, and that was 
a primary function of the Treasury. But I also had this other im-
portant function, which was to review our regulatory burden, par-
ticularly as it pertained to small business. And it is in that capac-
ity that I worked through our Red Tape Reduction Action Plan, 
which culminated in a bill which passed Parliament just this past 
April, which dealt primarily with this one-for-one policy, making it 
not only just a policy of government but actually the law of the 
land. And that is making it one of the first pieces of legislation on 
one-for-one, as we call it, in the world of its kind. 

I wanted to quote the executive vice president of the Canadian 
Federation of Independent Business, Laura Jones, who said, and I 
quote: ‘‘The effort to control red tape got a big boost . . . when C– 
21’’—that was the one-for-one law—‘‘became law. The stick-to- 
itiveness from the Prime Minister, Minister Clement and col-
leagues with respect to implementing the Red Tape Action Plan on 
behalf of small business deserves applause from all Canadians as 
it is critical to our economic well-being going forward.’’ So that is 
how small business saw this. 

The one-for-one law has two key parts: 
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First, it requires that regulatory changes which increase admin-
istrative burden costs be offset with equal reductions in adminis-
trative burden. 

Second, ministers of the Federal Government departments are 
required to remove at least one regulation each time they introduce 
a new one that imposes administrative burden costs on business. 

We, as I said, introduced this as a policy of government 3 years 
ago. Over the first 2 years of the policy, we saw hard evidence that 
the rule was reducing the administrative burden on business. 

As of May 20 of this year, in fact, the rule has saved businesses 
about $32 million in administrative burden, and actually the hour-
ly count now, Senator, is almost 750,000 person-hours annually or 
nearly 85 years, reduced in time spent by businesses dealing with 
regulatory red tape. So those are encouraging results, and that is 
why we decided to enshrine the reduction of red tape in law. 

I also want to mention that this was also part of a cultural shift 
that we wanted to take place within our Federal regulatory system. 
We wanted to make sure that it was part of the culture of the place 
in Parliament, in our government, to look at how any regulation 
was impacting on society more generally, but particularly on small 
business. And that is what you do when you create a basic inven-
tory of baseline regulatory requirements and Federal regulations, 
and then start to monetize the administrative burden on business. 

So we do have an administrative burden count, and that contrib-
utes to accountability and openness in the Federal regulatory sys-
tem. And then we use what is called the ‘‘standard cost model,’’ 
where we calculate the administrative burden of these regulations 
under the one-for-one law. The standard cost model formula—and 
it is a formula—involves multiplying the wages times the hours 
times the number of businesses that are impacted by a proposed 
regulation to give an estimated cost of the burden of an administra-
tive requirement on business. And that is an internationally ac-
cepted way to estimate the administrative burden costs to busi-
nesses resulting from information and reporting obligations includ-
ing in the regulation. 

Further, to the counting and costing of Federal regulations, the 
Government of Canada committed to publicly report this informa-
tion every year as part of efforts to maintain transparency in moni-
toring and reporting. And so by the end of 2014, the government 
had a calculated total of 129,860 Federal requirements and regula-
tions and related forms that could impact Canadian businesses 
across different sectors and industries. 

So let me just in the time I have available talk about how the 
rule works in practice. I will give you one example: Health Canada, 
which has reduced red tape burden by amending regulations to 
allow regulated pharmacy technicians to oversee the transfer of 
prescriptions from one pharmacy to another, a task that was pre-
viously restricted by regulation to the actual pharmacist. This en-
ables pharmacists to spend more time providing advice to and serv-
ing customers while running their businesses. And just reducing 
that burden alone saved pharmacists $15 million a year. 

So this underscores the importance of reducing red tape for the 
small businesses, and, of course, those are the backbones of both 
of our economies. 
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Just a little bit on process. We carried out extensive consulta-
tions starting in January 2011. Prime Minister Harper launched 
the Red Tape Reduction Commission. We held roundtables with 
businesses and business groups in 13 cities across Canada. We had 
2,300 submissions. And that is where we came up with these ideas, 
including the one-for-one rule. 

I do not have to tell you that business owners felt regulators do 
not understand what entrepreneurs had to do to succeed and were 
actually making it harder for them to do so. And so we set out to 
reduce the burden on them. 

I think there is a lot of lessons for other countries, including the 
United States of America, and we certainly look forward to working 
with you on the Regulatory Cooperation Council, which is certainly 
a bi-national body where we can, in fact, impact change there as 
well. 

Thank you very much. 
Chairman JOHNSON. Thank you, Minister Clement. 
Our next witness is the Honorable Susan Dudley. Ms. Dudley is 

the Director of the George Washington University Regulatory Stud-
ies Center, which she established in 2009. From April 2007 
through January 2009, Professor Dudley served as the Presi-
dentially appointed Administrator of the Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs, in the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. 
Prior to being the Administrator for OIRA, she directed the Regu-
latory Studies Program at the Mercatus Center at George Mason 
University and taught courses on regulation at the George Mason 
University School of Law. Professor Dudley. 

TESTIMONY OF THE HONORABLE SUSAN E. DUDLEY,1 DIREC-
TOR, REGULATORY STUDIES CENTER, AND DISTINGUISHED 
PROFESSOR OF PRACTICE, THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNI-
VERSITY 

Ms. DUDLEY. Thank you very much, Chairman Johnson, Chair-
man Enzi, and distinguished Members of the Committee. I am very 
happy to be joining you today, and I appreciate the Committee’s in-
terest in exploring the possibility of a regulatory budget. 

Like the spending programs embodied in the fiscal budget and 
supported by taxes, regulations provide benefits to Americans. But 
the costs associated with regulatory programs are not as trans-
parent nor are they subject to the same checks and balances. As 
a result, it is often more politically desirable to accomplish policy 
objectives through regulatory tools rather than more direct spend-
ing tools. Not only are regulatory costs less visible, but they are 
often assumed to be borne by businesses even though individual 
consumers and workers ultimately shoulder them. 

In the United States, the development of individual regulations 
is constrained in three ways: by their enabling legislation, the no-
tice and comment procedures of the Administrative Procedure Act 
(APA), and by executive requirements for benefit-cost analysis. De-
spite this, the scope and reach of regulations continue to grow, and 
with it concerns that we may be reaching a point of diminishing 
returns. The application of fiscal budgeting concepts to regulation 
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holds the potential to bring more accountability and transparency 
to the regulatory process. 

The idea is not new. In 1980, President Carter’s Economic Report 
of the President discussed proposals to—and I am quoting now— 
‘‘develop a ‘regulatory budget,’ similar to the expenditure budget, 
as a framework for looking at the total financial burden imposed 
by regulations, for setting some limits to this burden, and for mak-
ing tradeoffs within those limits.’’ So my written testimony summa-
rizes some advantages of a regulatory budget and also some chal-
lenges, and I will just summarize those briefly. 

An advantage of a regulatory budget would be increased trans-
parency regarding the private sector resources needed to achieve 
regulatory objectives. I think this is something that Mr. Clement 
mentioned in Canada, and it helps inform regulatory priorities and 
tradeoffs. This transparency would also strengthen political ac-
countability and discipline. Expected benefits would be considered 
up front (when issuing new legislation or new regulations), at 
which point elected officials would consider how much achieving 
particular goals are worth. 

Resources would likely be better allocated because policymakers 
would have incentives to find the most cost-effective ways of 
achieving goals. 

A regulatory budget could impose internal discipline on regu-
latory agencies, perhaps lessening the need for case-by-case over-
sight. By allowing agencies to set priorities and make tradeoffs 
among regulatory programs, subject to a defined constraint, it 
might remove some of the contentiousness surrounding benefit-cost 
analysis and Presidential oversight. 

And, finally, a regulatory budget constraint would also encourage 
evaluation of existing rules’ costs and effects, and both of you 
Chairmen mentioned that in your opening remarks. Despite broad 
support, initiatives to require ex post evaluation of regulations 
have met with limited success largely because they did not change 
the underlying incentives. If the issuance of new regulations were 
contingent on finding a regulatory offset, agencies would have in-
centives to evaluate how well existing programs are working. 

Now, despite these potential advantages, a regulatory budget 
would be challenging analytically. The task of gathering and ana-
lyzing information on the costs of all existing regulations in order 
to establish a baseline budget would be enormous and the resulting 
numbers probably not very reliable. Even defining what should be 
considered ‘‘costs’’ would be challenging. Estimating the oppor-
tunity costs of regulation is not as straightforward as estimating 
the fiscal budget outlays, where past outlays are known and we can 
predict future outlays with some accuracy. 

So an incremental approach, such as a ‘‘regulatory PAYGO’’ or a 
one-for-one approach, would avoid some of these difficulties while 
retaining many of the benefits of a regulatory budget. Under such 
an approach, agencies would have to eliminate an outdated or du-
plicative regulation before issuing a new regulation of the same ap-
proximate impact. Unlike a regulatory budget, agencies would only 
have to estimate costs for regulations being introduced—which they 
should do anyway—and for offsetting regulations they would like 
to remove. Nevertheless, deciding what costs should be included in 
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estimating budgets or offsets will necessarily be a matter of judg-
ment. 

These problems are not insurmountable, as we can see from the 
experience in Canada and the United Kingdom and other countries 
that have addressed these issues and initiated successful reforms 
using regulatory offsets. 

While it will never be possible to estimate the real social costs 
of regulations with any precision, these approaches should provide 
incentives to improve our understanding of regulatory impacts—as 
Mr. Clement said, change the culture. 

A regulatory budget or a more modest regulatory PAYGO has the 
potential to impose discipline on regulatory agencies, generate a 
constructive debate on the real impacts of regulation, and ulti-
mately lead to a more cost-effective achievement of policy priorities. 

So I will close with a quote from President Carter’s 1980 Eco-
nomic Report: ‘‘The Nation must recognize that regulation to meet 
social goals competes for scarce resources with other national objec-
tives. Priorities must be set to make certain that the first problems 
addressed are those in which regulations are likely to bring the 
greatest social benefits. Admittedly, this is an ideal that can never 
be perfectly realized, but tools like the regulatory budget may have 
to be developed if it is to be approached.’’ 

So given the increase in regulatory activity in the 35 years since 
those words were written, I appreciate the Committee’s interest in 
exploring a budget now. Thank you. 

Chairman JOHNSON. Thank you, Professor Dudley. 
Our next witness is Professor Richard Pierce, Jr. Professor Pierce 

is the Lyle T. Alverson Professor of Law at George Washington 
University. He has taught and researched in the fields of adminis-
trative law and regulatory practice for 38 years. He has published 
125 scholarly articles and 20 books in those fields. His books and 
articles have been cited in hundreds of agency and court opinions, 
including over a dozen opinions of the U.S. Supreme Court. He is 
a member of the Administrative Conference of the United States. 
Professor Pierce. 

TESTIMONY OF RICHARD J. PIERCE, JR.,1 LYLE T. ALVERSON 
PROFESSOR OF LAW, GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF LAW 

Mr. PIERCE. I want to begin by thanking Chairmen Johnson and 
Enzi and Ranking Members Carper and Sanders, and the other 
distinguished Members of the Senate Committees on the Budget 
and on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs for giving me 
the opportunity to testify today on possibility of a regulatory budg-
et. 

I strongly support the idea of a regulatory budget, but it needs 
to be very carefully designed and implemented. As I will explain 
in a couple of minutes, we already have the functional equivalent 
of a regulatory budget that is well designed and well implemented. 
Indeed, it was implemented by Professor Dudley for 2 years re-
cently during the Bush Administration. 
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Now, there are versions of a regulatory budget that would harm 
the Nation. Any version that is based solely on the cost of a rule 
and ignores the benefits of a rule would harm the Nation. I share 
the views that President Reagan expressed when he issued Execu-
tive Order 12291. That Executive Order required each agency to 
use benefit-cost analysis to evaluate each rule the agency proposes 
to issue and to issue only those rules that will yield estimated ben-
efits that exceed the estimated costs of the rule. President Reagan’s 
Executive Order also gave the Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs, responsibility to review the benefit-cost analysis provided 
by each agency of each rule and to take such actions as are needed 
to ensure that each agency complies with that Executive Order. 

Every President since President Reagan has issued Executive Or-
ders that reflect President Reagan’s view that the cost of a rule 
alone is not an appropriate criterion to use in deciding whether the 
agency should issue the rule, and that the appropriate criterion is 
the net benefits of a rule to society. Those net benefits can only be 
estimated by subtracting the estimated cost of a rule from the esti-
mated benefits of the rule. The benefits often include lives saved, 
injuries and illnesses avoided, and reductions in property damage. 

The importance of considering both the benefits and the cost of 
a proposed rule is illustrated particularly well by OIRA’s most re-
cent estimates of the aggregate costs and benefits of all of the rules 
reviewed by OIRA during the last 10 years. As you know, OIRA is 
required to provide that report to the House and Senate annually. 

In the most recent such report, OIRA estimated that the costs of 
the rules that it had reviewed over the last 10 years were between 
$57 and $84 billion. That seems like a very large regulatory cost 
until you compare it with OIRA’s estimate of the benefits of those 
rules. OIRA estimated the aggregate benefits as between $217 bil-
lion and $863 billion. So OIRA’s estimates indicate that over that 
10-year period of time, the aggregate benefits exceeded the aggre-
gate costs by a factor of 3 to 15 to 1. 

More recently, Presidents Clinton, Bush, and Obama have rein-
forced the principles underlying benefit-cost analysis by issuing Ex-
ecutive Orders that require agencies to review all of their existing 
rules, to identify those rules that impose costs that exceed the ben-
efits they confer on society, and to begin the process of rescinding 
any rule that produces costs that exceed its benefits. Those Execu-
tive Orders are an excellent complement to the Executive Orders 
that forbid an agency from issuing a new rule unless its benefits 
exceed its costs. Those Executive Orders are estimated to provide 
cost savings of $20 billion and 100 million hours of paperwork. 

When you combine the effects of the Executive Orders that forbid 
an agency from issuing a rule with costs that exceed its benefits 
with the effects of the Executive Orders that require agencies to 
identify and to rescind any existing rule with costs that exceed its 
benefits, you get a regulatory budget that maximizes the net bene-
fits created by rules issued by Federal agencies by ensuring that 
the aggregate benefits of those rules exceed the aggregate costs of 
those rules. That is a sensible version of a regulatory budget that 
every year improves social welfare to the United States. 

I should add one other thing. This hearing is particularly timely. 
I expect that either today or tomorrow the U.S. Supreme Court is 
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1 Mr. Pierce referred to an important case involving-benefit-cost-analysis that the Supreme 
Court was about to decide. The Court decided that case on June 29, 2015, in Michigan v. EPA. 
A five justice majority held that the term ‘‘appropriate and necessary’’ in the Clean Air Act could 
not reasonably be interpreted to allow the agency not to consider costs in its decisionmaking. 
The majority held that EPA must consider cost in some way. It vacated the rule that was before 
the Court based on the majority’s conclusion that EPA has not considered cost at all. The four 
dissenting Justices agreed with the majority that it would be unreasonable for an agency to 
make a major decision without considering cost, but the dissenting Justices expressed the view 
that EPA had considered cost in making the decision before the Court. 

going to decide a case involving how to calculate costs and bene-
fits,1 and I am going to be very interested, as I am sure Professor 
Dudley will, in how the Court addresses that issue. 

I want to thank you again for the opportunity to testify today, 
and I look forward to your questions. 

Chairman JOHNSON. Thank you, Professor Pierce. 
I will start the round of questioning with a question for Minister 

Clement. Minister Clement, how difficult has it been—because we 
have heard a number of people talk about the potential dangers of 
just having to eliminate a regulation if you are going to implement 
a new one. How difficult has it been in Canada for you to identify 
regulations to eliminate? 

Mr. CLEMENT. Not that difficult at all, Senator. Of course, by re-
quiring each department and agency to basically do an audit of 
what they had in stock as regulations on the books, that gave them 
an idea about which regulations were still meaningful in the 21st 
Century. And so as president of the Treasury Board, what we do 
at the beginning of every meeting is we have a ledger—because we 
are basically the board that does approve new regulations as well 
as looking at expenditures of government, and so at the start of 
each board meeting, we will have a ledger, and if there is a depart-
ment or agency that is proposing a new regulation, rather, they 
also have a period of time during which they can find an out for 
the in that they are putting in. And so they are given a period of 
time in which to do that. They do not have to do that immediately 
because there might be some immediacy to the regulation. But 
within a defined period of time, within a 24-month period, they 
have to find an out. 

And so I keep a ledger of each regulatory department and agen-
cy, and so far there has been no issue. And, in fact, in some cases, 
in order to buildup some bandwidth for proposed new regulations 
that they are anticipating with their regulatory agenda, some de-
partments and agencies remove regulations to create a credit for 
themselves, which they can then withdraw from at the appropriate 
time when they are creating new regulations. 

Chairman JOHNSON. So this really has created a cultural shift, 
a real discipline to the process. I think you mentioned in your testi-
mony 129,000 different regulations in Canada. Is there any assess-
ment as a result of this culture shift, this discipline, that would in-
dicate how many of those are going to be potentially on the chop-
ping block? How many of those 129,000 might be eliminated? Do 
you have a feel for that? 

Mr. CLEMENT. Well, we are not going to run out of time for those. 
This is going to be an ongoing exercise. And by culture shift—I am 
a politician as well. I have to get re-elected. And I have noticed— 
maybe this happens in other jurisdictions as well, but whenever 
there is an issue that comes to the fore, a media issue or what have 
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you, people start to light their hair on fire and run around in cir-
cles in Ottawa and say, ‘‘What do we do? We have this issue.’’ And 
the normal go-to position had always been, ‘‘Well, if we only pass 
this regulation, that issue will go away.’’ 

And what we have done is we have created a cost to that kind 
of thinking, because now they have to think about what regulations 
they want to remove from the books in order to pass that regula-
tion, and there might be 15 other ways to solve the problem, the 
public policy problem that is exercising the minds of somebody or 
another, that do not involve regulating particularly on small busi-
nesses. 

And so what we have done is created a discipline within the sys-
tem by adding to the internal cost of thinking about regulation that 
shifts them to find other ways to resolve the public policy issue 
that does not involve overregulation of small business. 

Chairman JOHNSON. So, again, in the past, everything in Can-
ada, like in the United States, has been additive, and you have 
come up with a process for subtraction. 

Mr. CLEMENT. Exactly right. 
Chairman JOHNSON. What a concept. 
Professor Dudley, you are certainly aware of the fact how chal-

lenging it is to calculate these costs benefits. In a perfect world, we 
would have perfect information on that. I am a little concerned in 
terms of how this administration has handled the calculation of 
benefits. In President Obama’s Executive Order issued in 2011, his 
direction to OIRA, in terms of calculating the benefits, he included 
equity, human dignity, fairness, and distributive impacts. That 
seems to be a loophole in terms of calculating a benefit so you can 
drive a Mack truck through it. Can you just talk about the appro-
priateness of that type of loose language and how easy it becomes 
to certainly calculate benefits that far exceed costs? 

Ms. DUDLEY. Yes. In an ideal world, we would have all the infor-
mation on the consequences of a regulation before we issue it—so 
both the costs and the benefits. There will be equitable impacts on 
the cost side; there will be efficiency impacts. So all those impacts 
would affect either side of the ledger. In an ideal world, we would 
have all that information before we made the decision. We will 
never have that. 

So I do have a concern that there is a greater emphasis on find-
ing those indirect or other types of impacts on the benefit side of 
the ledger than on the cost side. 

Chairman JOHNSON. Has anybody really set about doing a study 
in terms of the opportunity cost on people who are trying to inno-
vate, trying to produce products and services just in terms of— 
again, in Canada, they are taking the number of hours times num-
ber of businesses times wage rates to come up with a cost or kind 
of a defined formula. But, again, it is very difficult. Has anybody 
estimated just the opportunity costs of regulations on our economy? 

Ms. DUDLEY. There are some estimates, and I do not know how 
reliable they are. It is tricky to do. It is. 

Chairman JOHNSON. Professor Pierce, again, you were obvi-
ously—and, again, I agree. Cost-benefit analysis is exactly what 
you need to go through, but, again, it is difficult to come up with 
exactly those numbers. Do you know how many rules and regula-
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tions have actually been eliminated in the United States over the 
last 10 years? 

Mr. PIERCE. No. 
Chairman JOHNSON. Is that something, do you think, that the 

Federal Government ought to keep track of? 
Mr. PIERCE. Yes. I do not know whether Professor Dudley’s office 

takes on that responsibility or not. 
Chairman JOHNSON. Professor Dudley. 
Ms. DUDLEY. As I think you mentioned, Professor Pierce. We are 

friends. We have to be careful to treat each other respectfully here. 
Each administration of the last three Presidents has required agen-
cies to look back and try to remove them. I think there is some 
tracking of that, but I do not know how accurate or robust it is. 

Chairman JOHNSON. But, again, the fact of the matter is we have 
dramatically increased the number of rules, regulations, laws, but 
have not done a real good job of eliminating them, right? Once they 
are on the books, they just stick around there, and, it has been 
very difficult to remove them. Isn’t that a basic fact? Professor 
Pierce. 

Mr. PIERCE. I think there has been a net increase in the number 
of rules, but because of the way rules are issued, that means there 
has been a net increase in social benefits, because each of those 
rules had to go through the benefit-cost analysis and then review 
by OIRA. So if there has been—and I believe there has been—an 
increase in rules, that has been accompanied by an increase in net 
social benefits of regulation. 

Chairman JOHNSON. Again, my concern is there is always going 
to be a bias to overstate the benefits and understate the costs. 
Again, with this Executive Order, including equity, human dignity, 
fairness, distributive impacts, that is, again, a pretty large loop-
hole. Chairman Enzi. 

Chairman ENZI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I hope all of you will accept written questions afterwards. This 

is being chaired by two accountants. For 14 years, I was the only 
accountant in the U.S. Senate. Now we have two, and it shifts the 
focus a little bit to some specific things. But I have noticed that if 
we ask the accounting questions, the people in the back all go to 
sleep. But it gives us good information, so we will be passing that 
on, too, 

Part of the purpose of this hearing is to figure out a way that 
we can do a lookback at what has already been done. When I was 
doing the budget, I discovered that we have 260 program author-
izations that have expired, but we are still spending money on 
them. That is supposed to be the ability to spend money. And those 
260 represent 1,200 programs of the Federal Government, and the 
cost is $293 billion a year. So I am trying to get them to go back 
and look at those programs and see if any of them are still worth 
doing. We are spending money on them, so we ought to do that. 

Well, in the regulatory area, we do not have that, and I am al-
ways concerned when we talk about the cost and the benefit, be-
cause I know, having been in small business, that when you get a 
new regulation, the cost is immediate, the benefits are over a pe-
riod of time. And there is not any way for the small businessman 
to finance that cost on the front end to provide the benefits on the 
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back end. So I am trying to figure out a way through that, and I 
hope all of you will think about that a little bit, because that will 
be in some of my written questions. 

I do like the approach that you can remove regulations in ad-
vance and get a credit. That would be an advantage of having one 
of these ledgers, and I am really excited about that. 

But for Minister Clement, you mentioned in the discussion of 
C–21, the one-for-one rule, that it is important that the weight of 
Parliament be behind the aspiration that goes along with the one- 
for-one rule. By doing so, it adds credibility and it requires govern-
ment, the Executive Branch government as well as the parliamen-
tary branch, to take it seriously. Our major regulatory review pro-
cedures are required by the Presidential Executive Orders. They 
are not in statute. Could you elaborate on what you meant by that 
and whether the codification of the Executive Orders would be nec-
essary? I do not know if you do it through Executive Orders up 
there or not, but some elaboration on that? 

Mr. CLEMENT. Thank you, Senator. I appreciate the opportunity 
to elaborate a little bit. Primarily, we have a fused political system, 
so the legislative branch and the executive branch are all obtained 
from the same Parliament. So I serve in Parliament as a legislator, 
but I am also a member of the executive council that is called ‘‘the 
Cabinet.’’ And so the regulatory authority is obviously through the 
executive branch, not the legislative branch. And it is through my 
position as president of the Treasury Board of Cabinet—it is a Cab-
inet committee—that reviews regulations usually on a weekly basis 
through an order, and counsel then agrees to that regulation. So 
that is the process. 

One thing I do want to mention, though, Senator, is the back- 
and-forth that we have now required so that when the executive 
branch is doing that, there is automatically a give-and-take with 
stakeholders—that is to say, small business owners or what have 
you. So under the plan that is the Red Tape Reduction Action Plan, 
each regulatory department and agency has to publish forward 
plans 2 years in advance of what types of regulations they are 
planning to look at so—because what I heard from small business 
owners—when I was a small business owner myself, I heard the 
same thing—it is not only the regulation itself; it is that it comes 
out of the blue. All of a sudden there is a new regulation that 
comes from Ottawa of which they were unaware, and now they 
have play catchup and spend hours of their compliance time trying 
to figure out the regulation and how it pertains to them and how 
do they comply. 

So by requiring the departments and agencies to publish that in 
advance—and there may be emergency situations and what have 
you, but, generally, publish in advance, it gives the small business 
owners a chance to either prepare for the regulation or to say to 
government, ‘‘I know what you are trying to accomplish there, but 
here is a better way of accomplishing the same public policy goal 
that will not crush small business with its extra burden,’’ and have 
that dialogue well ahead of the Executive Order that creates the 
regulation. 

The other thing I want to make clear is—because we are talking 
about costs and you Senators are from the accounting side in your 
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previous world experience—the standard cost model is the process 
we use, which I said was internationally recognized, but we require 
the regulator, when it calculates the cost of the regulation, we re-
quire them to consult with the stakeholders, with the small busi-
ness owners, and say, ‘‘Here is what we think this regulation will 
cost. Do you have any comments?’’ And it gives the small business 
community a chance to say, ‘‘I think you are a bit off in that cost. 
We think it is Y, not X.’’ And, again, you have that dialogue going 
prior to the regulation taking effect. 

So it is more or less a constant dialogue that we have set up 
here, and, again, that helps create a different culture in govern-
ment where, quite frankly, a lot of people who are regulators in de-
partments and agencies may never have had an experience as a 
small business owner and so are not really attuned to those issues 
until we have created this relationship. 

Chairman ENZI. Thank you. I will have some more questions on 
that, too, but I will move to Ms. Dudley. The 1990 Regulatory 
Right to Know Act required the OMB to report to Congress on the 
cost of major regulation as part of its budget submission to Con-
gress and offer recommendations for reform. As you pointed out in 
testimony, the OMB reports have been incomplete. From your ex-
perience as the OIRA Administrator, can you explain what this 
means and why—the ability of OIRA as an independent agency to 
get that regulatory baseline in the future? 

Ms. DUDLEY. Yes, thank you. The OIRA reports, the OMB re-
ports, are incomplete in three main ways: they only look at major 
regulations; they do not look at the regulations of independent 
agencies, so the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) or the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) would not be cov-
ered; and—oh, well, I am trying to think of what my third one is. 
But there are three ways. 

Anyway, so, yes, those are not complete. Also, to a point that 
Senator Johnson was making in his last question, it is all based on 
agencies’ estimates of the costs and benefits of their regulation. So 
it is that one-off. 

And if I could take a few more minutes, because I know—what 
Mr. Clement is talking about in Canada, the process for advance 
notice, we do all those things. We provide opportunities for advance 
notice. We have a regulatory plan. The one thing that we do not 
do that they are doing is there is no constraint on that, which is 
their one-for-one constraint. 

Chairman ENZI. Thank you. My time is up. 
Chairman JOHNSON. Thank you. Senator Stabenow. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR STABENOW 

Senator STABENOW. Well, thank you very much. We appreciate 
the testimony of all of you, and it is a pleasure to be at a joint 
Committee hearing. 

First, I am just curious. Minister Clement, in all the work that 
you are doing, how big is your office? How big is your staff? It 
sounds like you have got a pretty big operation going. 

Mr. CLEMENT. Thank you, Senator. Just on the regulatory over-
sight staff, we have about 20. 
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Senator STABENOW. Ah, very good. OK. Well, I did want to indi-
cate to both of our Chairmen that when we talk about the proc-
ess—and I am all for analyzing what works and what does not 
work—I do want to say on behalf of everybody on the Agriculture 
Committee—and I see Senator Grassley here—that when we did 
the farm bill, we did exactly what you are talking about. We actu-
ally eliminated 100 different authorizations or programs that did 
not work. We consolidated—we dealt with duplication. We cut $23 
billion. I know it can be done because we did it on a bipartisan 
basis in the Agriculture Committee, and I would welcome that 
being done in every part of the Federal budget. 

I do think as a contrast, Mr. Chairman, that sequestration is ex-
actly the opposite of that. It is random, across the board, no atten-
tion to what is important and what is not important, as opposed 
to looking at every program and determining value of what works 
and what does not work. So I hope in our budgeting process as we 
move forward we are actually going to be more rational and come 
together in a bipartisan way to be able to address what is really 
important for the country rather than—I think sequestration is a 
way of giving up our responsibility to make good judgments. 

I do also want to just stress that there is a value to the rule of 
law. I assume all of you would agree with that. I remember being 
in Moscow a few years ago, and they were lamenting there was not 
more American investment. And I went home to our great Michi-
gan businesses and said, ‘‘Are you considering investing there?’’ 
And they said, ‘‘Well, we do not have confidence in the rule of law 
there.’’ So rules actually can create economic certainty for busi-
nesses. 

And being in Haiti a couple of years ago on a trip and talking 
to the President of Haiti, who was looking, again, for more Ameri-
cans to come—I am sure he would welcome Canadians as 
well—what we heard was they bring the ship into the harbor; they 
cannot get the product off of the ship because of the graft and cor-
ruption and all the costs that it takes, because, again, there is no 
enforcement, there is no rule of law, there is no economic certainty. 

So in a strong economy, it is also true that having certainty, eco-
nomic certainty, whether it is tax policy, not doing tax extenders 
at the last minute, I will say to all of us on the Finance Committee, 
so there is certainty is very important. 

I also want to just speak a moment about really the cost-benefit 
analysis of the tradeoff between making sure we are not burdening 
small businesses or large businesses, by the same token making 
sure we are smart in terms of preventing additional costs or the 
protection of all of us in terms of safety. All of us get on airplanes 
every week, and we have confidence that there is, in fact, airline 
safety, or we all know what needs to happen on train safety or 
automobile safety or what happens when we eat our food or 
breathe the air or drink the water and so on. And so there is an 
importance—and shared waters with Canada and Michigan, by the 
way, as we know, that we care deeply about together. 

So I did want to give another water analysis and just ask if any 
of you want to speak to, again, sort of the—Mr. Pierce, as you have, 
about the value—how we determine cost-benefit in terms of the 
public. When we think about preventing further costs by doing 
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things up front, avoiding spending additional dollars on crises by 
doing things up front, and that relates to something that, again, we 
share with Canada, which is the Great Lakes. 

We know that because we have not paid attention to invasive 
species as we should, sea lamprey or addressing the treatment of 
power plants, the costs of that and what has happened because of 
zebra mussels and so on, all the economic losses, almost $6 billion 
from invasive species, that if we were smart about it and had got-
ten ahead of it, we would save a lot of money. We would save 
money for our businesses who are in the boating, tourism, fishing 
industries and so on. So that being smart about how we address 
regulations and investments can also save us dollars as we move 
ahead, and now we have these great big fish called ‘‘Asian carp’’ 
that we are deeply worried about getting into the Great Lakes. 
And, again, we may need some common-sense regulatory action to 
protect and make sure that we have a fishing industry, a boating 
industry, a Great Lakes for the future of the country and certainly 
of the region. 

So, Mr. Pierce, could you speak a little bit more specifically—you 
talked the most about the economic case for having common-sense 
regulation in terms of the value of how we look at these things, 
rather than all or nothing, which is what I worry about in the de-
bate, unfortunately, here is that, all regulation is bad or all regula-
tion is good. How do we evaluate this? 

Mr. PIERCE. I cannot think of anything better than what we have 
been doing since President Reagan began the process. I think all 
we can do—certainly we never have perfect information. That is 
certainly true. As Professor Dudley has mentioned, it is very dif-
ficult to estimate both costs and benefits, but I do not know of any-
thing better that we could do than use benefit-cost analysis, and 
we do that now. And I would be all in favor of extending it to agen-
cies where it cannot be done right now, but that is a matter that 
requires statutory amendment. 

I do not know of any way to improve on what we are now doing. 
There is constant debate among economists, political scientists, and 
law professors about the best way to do this, and there is con-
stantly changes being made. But whatever problems there may be 
in the estimation process, it is hard for me to imagine that they 
could be nearly enough to offset the 3 to 15 times benefits versus 
costs. I mean, you would have to be really far off, OIRA would have 
to be very far off in its estimates of costs and benefits for us to 
have rules that in the aggregate cost more than their benefits. 

Senator STABENOW. Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Chairman JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Stabenow. 
I do want to just quickly make the point that I do not think any-

body makes the point that, all regulations are bad. I think most of 
us think that regulations are very good and they provide a clean 
environment and worker safety. All those things are good, but 
there is a point of diminishing returns. I think we have to look to 
regulations and law to create certainty, but when we have so many 
laws, so many rules, so many regulations, when they are contradic-
tory, when they are enforced at the discretion of regulatory agen-
cies or prosecutors, you create a high level of uncertainty. So we 



20 

1 Mr. Pierce referred to an important case involving-benefit-cost-analysis that the Supreme 
Court was about to decide. The Court decided that case on June 29, 2015, in Michigan v. EPA. 
A five justice majority held that the term ‘‘appropriate and necessary’’ in the Clean Air Act could 
not reasonably be interpreted to allow the agency not to consider costs in its decisionmaking. 
The majority held that EPA must consider cost in some way. It vacated the rule that was before 
the Court based on the majority’s conclusion that EPA has not considered cost at all. The four 
dissenting Justices agreed with the majority that it would be unreasonable for an agency to 
make a major decision without considering cost, but the dissenting Justices expressed the view 
that EPA had considered cost in making the decision before the Court. 

have to take a look at that in a very open and honest measure, find 
out at what point do we hit that law of diminishing returns and 
where do we create even greater uncertainty and start having a 
negative economic impact. Senator Carper. 

Senator CARPER. Thanks. I apologize for being out of the room 
for a while. On a separate track, the Environment and Public 
Works Committee (EPW) is rolling out a 6-year transportation plan 
for our country, and I have been part of that drafting, and I needed 
to be there to help with the rollout, and so I apologize for missing 
your testimonies, all of which I have read. 

I want to start, if I could, Mr. Pierce, with you and the 
idea—let us go back in time. You said it was Ronald Reagan who 
did—what did he do when he was President? Did he issue an Exec-
utive Order that said that when we are doing regulations, we have 
to look at cost and benefit? Was that his handiwork? 

Mr. PIERCE. Yes. If you look at Order 12291—and it has been 
somewhat expanded and modified in various ways by each Presi-
dent, but the basics are still the same. The requirement is estimate 
benefits, estimate costs, and then choose—among alternative regu-
latory approaches, choose the one that produces the largest net 
benefits. That is the principle that President Reagan announced in 
Executive Order 12291. 

Senator CARPER. OK. 
Mr. PIERCE. Now, as Professor Dudley has pointed out, that can-

not apply to all agencies in all circumstances because some agen-
cies are not allowed to consider costs when they make decisions. 
But that is a function of their statutes. One of the decisions be-
fore—— 

Senator CARPER. EPA. 
Mr. PIERCE [continuing]. The Supreme Court—it depends. There 

are many provisions of the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act. 
The Supreme Court1 will issue a decision either today or tomorrow 
about one of the most important provisions of the Clean Air Act 
and whether it allows an agency—and independent agencies are 
not covered by this, and, again, that is a function of legislation. 
And I believe Senator Portman has proposed a bill that would 
change that, and I think both Professor Dudley and I support that 
bill. 

So we would like to make this more complete, but it requires leg-
islation. 

Senator CARPER. All right. Thank you. 
I said when I was here earlier in my opening statement, I talked 

about my Dad. I talked about his invocation that we use common 
sense in our work. And when I think about it, I think what Ronald 
Reagan proposed all those years ago meets the commonsense test 
for me. What are the benefits? What are the costs? And figure out 
what is actually a good payoff. Most of the time that works. Not 
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always. But, Professor Dudley, one of the problems with that, it is 
hard to estimate some of these costs, isn’t it? It is hard to estimate 
some of these benefits. And we have to make, I guess, our best ef-
fort and get as close as we can, knowing that many of them will 
never be perfect. But what would you say about that? How hard 
is it to come up with these numbers? 

Ms. DUDLEY. It is hard, and the benefits tend to be more conten-
tious, I think, than the costs, although that may be partly because 
we do focus more on direct costs. 

In terms of the net benefit test—and I do think if you do go for-
ward with a PAYGO budget, we will need to think hard about ex-
actly how to do that, what costs we do want to measure, whether 
it is a net cost or direct cost or what. But all of us in our lives, 
we always want to do more than we can, than we can afford to. 
We have budgets that constrain us. And so a net benefit test, it 
is—if we could measure everything perfectly, it would be sufficient. 
But as with us in our daily lives and with the fiscal budget, it is 
not sufficient. 

Do you mind if I take another minute? 
Senator CARPER. No. Go ahead. 
Ms. DUDLEY. The Army Corps of Engineers (ACE) is one of the 

few agencies that for their on-budget programs has to do a benefit- 
cost test. But that is a test they have to do in order to spend money 
on a program, but it is not sufficient. They still are constrained by 
a budget because they will still have so many programs that they 
could do that would provide the Nation benefits than taxpayers 
would want to afford. 

Senator CARPER. OK. Mr. Clement, the job that Professor Dudley 
used to hold is the head of what we affectionately call ‘‘OIRA.’’ The 
fellow who succeeded her, Cass Sunstein, as I mentioned, came 
along and said, at the urging of the President, ‘‘Let us do a top- 
to-bottom review of our regulations, find out which ones are just 
fine, which ones need to be updated, which ones need to be modi-
fied and gotten rid of in some cases.’’ 

Do you all do that kind of thing up in Canada? Do you have that 
periodic review? 

Mr. CLEMENT. Sure. Thank you, Senator, and—— 
Senator CARPER. Thank you for being here. 
Mr. CLEMENT. Oh, it is my honor to be here. Thank you, sir. 
Senator CARPER. Thank you to the folks in Canada for being 

such great partners and allies of ours. We think the world of our 
neighbors up north. 

Mr. CLEMENT. We share a continent and many interests and val-
ues, absolutely. 

Senator CARPER. Yes, we do. 
Mr. CLEMENT. I had the honor of meeting Mr. Sunstein actually 

at the start of his mandate a few years ago, and we talked about 
our various regulatory initiatives, and we kept in touch for sure. 
And we do have a life cycle for regulations that was started in 
2007, so there is a systematic periodic review over time in different 
sections year upon year of various regulations. So we do that on a 
regular, systematic basis, and it provides us with the under-
standing of which regulations are still relevant. 
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As you can imagine, some regulations were more relevant in the 
early part of the 20th Century than in the early part of the 21st 
Century. One example I can give you of one of the regulations that 
was taken off the books was a Federal regulation of canoes and 
kayaks owned by commercial enterprises. Maybe there was a time 
when they had to have a register and had to pay a fee to register, 
but it really does not have a point in today’s day and age. So we 
took that off the books, and that saved businesses about $500,000 
in compliance costs. So we do that. 

If I could mention very briefly—— 
Senator CARPER. Just very briefly. I am almost out of time, 

please. 
Mr. CLEMENT. OK. Well, then, I will leave it for another occasion, 

but thank you for—— 
Senator CARPER [Presiding.] Thanks so much. 
Let me just close with—I do not know what your approach is in 

Canada on this, but before our agencies issue regulations, we ex-
pect them to go out and say to those who are going to be regulated, 
‘‘What are your ideas? What do you think?’’ And to use that input 
in order to create draft regulation, and then after that draft regula-
tion is gathered, we print that, and we disseminate that and say, 
‘‘Now what do you think?’’ So we ask for more comment, Sometimes 
there is not enough comment time. 

Recently, in one proposed reg, a bunch of us on one issue said, 
when we back to the regulation, ‘‘How about some more time? That 
is not enough comment time.’’ And so that is the approach that we 
use. Sometimes it helps us get it right the first time. But it is hard 
to get it right forever, and I think the idea of coming back and 
doing this revisiting from time to time, plus trying to do a better 
job on the cost-benefit, is helpful. But thank you for showing us 
how you do it up there, and we are just delighted that you are in 
our country. 

Susan, it is great to see you. Mr. Pierce, thank you so much. Rob 
Portman. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR PORTMAN 

Senator PORTMAN. Thank you, Mr. Vice Chairman. 
Thanks to the witnesses for being here. I really appreciate the 

opportunity to talk about a topic near and dear to my heart, and 
I have a vote, so I am going to talk quickly and get some responses 
from these experts. 

Look, to me it is very simple. Congress can impose taxes on peo-
ple, but so can the agencies, really, because it is much the same 
thing in terms of the costs for businesses. We had a town hall 
meeting last night, 25,000 Ohioans on a tele-town hall, and a small 
business owner called in, and he was there at 7:30 at night and 
wanted to talk about regulations and just sort of the cumulative ef-
fect of regulations, and clearly it is an issue that we have made 
progress on, as Professor Pierce said, but there is more to do. 

One thing that is noteworthy, I think, is that when I had the 
honor of working with Professor Dudley when I was at the Office 
of Management and Budget, we put out an Executive Order—it 
was 13422—and it asked all the agencies to accumulate their costs 
and to report on those. That was rescinded in the Obama Adminis-
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tration as soon as President Obama was elected, and I think it 
should be restored because I think it makes sense. That aggregate 
cost issue—it was costs and benefits of regulations—would be a 
good starting point to talk about this budgeting because you do 
need better data. As Professor Dudley has said, it is not easy. 

The one thing that I thought was interesting today that came up 
was about the independent agencies, and talking about incremental 
steps, one certainly should be bringing the independent agencies 
more into our cost-benefit analysis. I do not know, Minister Clem-
ent, if you have this same issue, but we have executive branch 
agencies, of course, and independent agencies, and they are subject 
to different standards as to the Executive Order that Professor 
Pierce talked about. The independent agencies, by definition, are 
independent, and some of them require under the statutes that 
they implement to go through some analysis and some do not. And 
this is, I think, a good first step, again, toward a better budgeting 
or a better understanding of what the costs are. 

I guess I would like to ask, if I could, our witnesses about that, 
Professor Dudley and Professor Pierce. Senator Warner, who was 
here earlier, and I have reintroduced our legislation to ensure Fed-
eral agencies like the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) or the FCC and others—and, by the way, they are doing 
many more major rules than they used to, so it is a bigger problem 
than it used to be—they perform the kind of cost-benefit analysis 
other executive agencies must do, and OIRA would review their 
work, and I wondered if you could just go on the record, Professor 
Dudley and Professor Pierce, talking about why you think that is 
important. 

Mr. PIERCE. I think it is important because I think all rules 
should be subject to the process of estimating benefits and esti-
mating costs, and then we should only issue the ones that are like-
ly to produce net benefits. And I do not see any reason why the 
independent agencies would be any different from the executive 
branch agencies in that respect. So for that reason, I sent your 
Committee a letter—I think it was about a week ago—in support 
of the bill that you and Senator Warner have introduced, and I 
gave some more explanation for my support of that in that letter. 
And if I remember right, Professor Dudley sent a similar letter 
about the same time. 

Ms. DUDLEY. Yes. 
Senator PORTMAN. I think she used some of your same language. 
Ms. DUDLEY. Well, he is a brilliant administrative law expert, so 

it was—— 
Senator PORTMAN. Both of you, I really appreciate your support. 

And, Professor Dudley, you have been involved with this issue for 
a long time. Your thoughts on that? 

Ms. DUDLEY. Yes, regarding the letter, it was actually all the 
former OIRA Administrators of both parties who could sign the let-
ter signed the letter. Some judges cannot. I think it is important 
for two things: 

As Professor Pierce said, there is really no reason not to do ben-
efit-cost analysis to try to get the best understanding we can of the 
likely effects of a regulation before it goes into effect. Why would 
you not want to do that? 
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But, second, the oversight that you provide for in your bill, the 
executive branch oversight I think is very valuable because it is 
more likely to keep the agencies accountable for doing that analysis 
well. 

Senator PORTMAN. I am going to literally run, and I see the 
Chairman has returned to continue the hearing. But the other 
thing I just want to mention is the Regulatory Accountability Act 
is also legislation we introduced in the last Congress. We are still 
working on it for this Congress, and it has been bipartisan in the 
past, and it does very much of what Minister Clement talked about 
in terms of ensuring that the constituents—in other words, small 
businesses, for instance—are consulted ahead of time, requires 
more transparency and more consulting. It also deals with this 
issue of getting at the best way to achieve the results, so the least 
burdensome alternative is required. And I would hope that legisla-
tion as well could provide some of the baseline for beginning to 
think about this budget. You need to have better cost analysis and 
benefit analysis in order for it to work. 

Thank you all very much. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Chairman ENZI [Presiding.] Thank you, and your vote is very 

much needed over there. 
For those of you who do not have a program and you cannot tell 

what we are doing without a program—and, oh, yes, that is right, 
we do not do a program—what we are voting on right now is the 
trade preference (TPA), and this is a cloture vote that passed with 
61 votes last time. So it is being repeated because the House did 
not get it done in the form that we sent it over. So just one of the 
little complexities around here, but it is something everybody is in-
tensely interested in and absolutely expected to vote on. So they 
are doing that, which leaves me with an extraordinary opportunity. 
I usually do not get to go twice, but I am going to get to today. So 
I will continue with some of the things that I had listed that I was 
curious about, which I still will not get through them all. 

When we were talking about the rules and regulations and 
whether—we did not really get into the Executive Orders. Execu-
tive Orders are different than regulation. We talked about how reg-
ulations have to go through this process of being reported, evalu-
ated, and sent to different entities for evaluations and stuff. To my 
knowledge, that does not happen with an Executive Order. So for 
Professor Dudley and Professor Pierce, do you think that there 
ought to be some kind of a requirement for codification of Executive 
Orders with some kind of a sunset date if they are not codified? 

Ms. DUDLEY. Executive Orders can only affect the executive 
branch, and the next President can come in and with a stroke of 
a pen eliminate the Executive Orders. 

Chairman ENZI. That would be in 4 to 8 years, though, would it 
not? 

Ms. DUDLEY. Right. So with respect to the Executive Orders that 
Professor Pierce talked about that guide OIRA review, one of the 
drawbacks of those—in response to your earlier question, I said 
they do not cover independent agencies; they only look at major 
rules; and it is also not judicially reviewable. So codifying the Exec-
utive Orders for benefit-cost analysis, which, as Professor Pierce 
has said, have really been in effect since 1981 with some modest 
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changes, I think that could be valuable because it would have that 
benefit-cost analysis cover independent agencies, and it would sub-
ject them to judicial review, which could be valuable. Plus it would 
put your imprimatur on it. It would show that Congress also be-
lieves that what Senator Stabenow was calling ‘‘common-sense reg-
ulation’’ is the practice that we would like. 

Chairman ENZI. I would encourage us to work together a lot 
more. Professor Pierce. 

Mr. PIERCE. I agree completely with Professor Dudley. I think 
having all of this—every regulation go through the same 
process—if it is a major regulation, you do not want to take it down 
to things that are not major because cost-benefit analysis itself is 
quite expensive and resource-intensive, and it would not make 
sense. Requiring it for minor actions would not pass a cost-benefit 
test. It is certainly true that Executive Orders do not have to pass 
a cost-benefit test, but they cover so many different things that it 
is hard to imagine how you would apply cost-benefit analysis to all 
of them. And the ones we have discussed require cost-benefit anal-
ysis, so I do not—and every President has agreed that, with minor 
changes, they should remain in effect. 

I think one of the first things that a transition team does—in 
fact, they do it before the transition—is look at all of those Execu-
tive Orders and decide which ones they disagree with, and so far 
no President has disagreed with any of the Executive Orders we 
have discussed. 

Chairman ENZI. So you would not see any need for codification 
then of Executive Orders, particularly the ones that are going to 
have a lasting effect? Again, repeating that these do not go through 
the same process that a regulation goes through, meaning that 
they are put out in advance, that people can comment on them, 
that the comments are supposedly looked at and reviewed and even 
responded—there is even a requirement about responding to them, 
although I have seen some of the responses which say, ‘‘No re-
sponse necessary,’’ which I do not really consider to be a response 
to my constituents who are writing in heartfelt comments about 
some regulation. But there is not that opportunity on an Executive 
Order. 

Mr. PIERCE. That is true, but Executive Orders, as Professor 
Dudley noted, apply only to the executive branch. I mean, the 
President does not have the power to tell people outside the execu-
tive branch what to do, and his power to tell people within the ex-
ecutive branch what to do is limited by statute, and each of the Ex-
ecutive Orders that we have discussed begins with, ‘‘To the extent 
permitted by law,’’ and usually repeats that two or three other 
times in recognition that Congress can override anything that the 
President unilaterally says on these matters. 

Chairman ENZI. Unless the President has a majority in Con-
gress. But at any rate, I think that some extra—we need to take 
an extra look at some of the Executive Orders, particularly as we 
wind down the last 6 months of anybody’s administration. I noticed 
some of the ones coming through at the end of President Clinton’s, 
and that was some effort to do ergonomics, and we do have some 
mechanism for reversing that, but it requires the signature of a 
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President. But we changed Presidents and got the signature of a 
President. 

Going back to Mr. Clement, you have already implemented this 
Red Tape Reduction Plan this spring in law. Do you have plans to 
try and build on it? Do you have some successes so far? What are 
your plans with it now? 

Mr. CLEMENT. Thank you, Senator. I think that is a very impor-
tant question. We do plan to build on it. We continue to have a 
mechanism whereby stakeholders like small business organizations 
get to be part of the process by which we review how we are doing 
and make recommendations on how to proceed. So usually, my ex-
perience anyway in Ottawa has been when government is review-
ing its activities, it reviews its own activities and says what a 
bang-up job it has done and produces a very nice report saying how 
wonderful everything has been. 

So what we did in this case was slightly different. I created a re-
view committee to track each year our progress on reducing red 
tape, particularly for small business, and we invited the stake-
holders in to the committee, so they are actually at the table with 
government doing an independent review that is chaired by a small 
business representative, doing an independent report card, as we 
call it, of government attempts to reduce red tape, particularly for 
small business. They publish that, and I then, as the spokesperson 
and the representative of the government, have to respond to that. 

So it is a very public process, and, quite frankly, their first report 
card from last year measured some successes, but also said there 
has to be some improvements in X or Y or Zed—that is how we say 
Z. And so, consequently, I was able to respond to that and say, 
‘‘Thank you for your points. We intend to do A, B, and C in order 
to respond to that.’’ 

So what I am trying to get across is it is an ongoing dialogue, 
and that is what makes it so powerful. And it is not just dependent 
upon me being, the Cabinet Minister in charge. If and when I go, 
the process of that continues, and I think that is very important. 

Chairman ENZI. Thank you. Senator Perdue. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR PERDUE 

Senator PERDUE. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I really 
appreciate the witnesses’ testimony here today and their willing-
ness to help us out. 

I am just a business guy, and as an outsider looking at this proc-
ess, my experience has been that nothing damages small busi-
nesses more than overregulation. I have been involved in small 
businesses. I have been blessed to be involved with some of our 
country’s larger businesses. And I remember Sarbanes-Oxley and a 
few others, and now we are dealing with Dodd-Frank. It just seems 
to me that small businesses today in this recovery in the United 
States are really having trouble getting going, and they are, as we 
know, the employment engine behind our economy. 

As a matter of fact, 2 months ago, Goldman Sachs Global Invest-
ment Research Group published a report—I am sure you have seen 
it—calling this economy ‘‘a two-speed economy.’’ Some large firms 
are prospering, outperforming market expectations. Meanwhile, 
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employment and growth in small firms is substantially lacking in-
dustry averages and certainly larger companies. 

The most telling, though, is the number of small firms have de-
clined in the last 5 years. This is the first time since 1970. I am 
really troubled by that dynamic because I see it in my home State. 
I see it manifested from the workers of those small companies who 
are really burdened now by reduced working hours and so forth. So 
the people and families of Georgia are really hurting because of the 
overregulation. The No. 1 topic I hear when I travel back to my 
State among business people is that regulations are taking the life 
out of our free enterprise system. 

So with that, I just have a couple of questions. It just seems like, 
first of all, there are no innocent parties in Washington. This is not 
something that just happened. It has been ongoing for the last 50 
years. But we now get to a point where it really is hurting our com-
petitiveness around the world. 

As Justice Breyer said, ‘‘well-meaning, intelligent regulators, try-
ing to carry out their regulatory tasks sensibly, can nonetheless 
bring about counterproductive results. The single-minded pursuit of 
a particular goal results in regulatory action that imposes high 
costs, sometimes without achieving significant additional safety 
benefits.’’ 

It seems like we have gotten to the point now where our Federal 
Government wants regulators to take all the risk out of our lives 
at the expense of our free enterprise system. 

So the question I have—I have a couple. I understand that the 
regulations that we have in the United States are divided into four 
big categories: economic, environmental, tax, and the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and Homeland Security. 
The question I have is: Has there been any attempt to standardize 
an approach to this cost-benefit analysis approach across these reg-
ulatory agencies? And has there been an attempt to standardize 
how we calculate the costs these regulations bear from each of 
these categories. I will throw it to Professor Pierce first. I would 
like all the panelists to respond, if you will. 

Mr. PIERCE. I think that there have been a lot of efforts of that 
type, Senator, and there is a professor who is on the University of 
Virginia faculty named Michael Livermore who has done a wonder-
ful study of the way the cross-fertilization works between, for in-
stance, OIRA and EPA, that each of them looks at the literature 
all the time, and then often EPA will hire consultants to help them 
figure out how to do this, and a lot of the methodology developed 
in a regulatory agency is shared—in fact, I think virtually all of 
it—with OIRA, and a lot of the methodology that OIRA wants 
agencies to use is shared with the agencies. 

Your reference to Sarbanes-Oxley, though, does take us back to 
most of those agencies are independent agencies. They are not sub-
ject to any of this. And so this excellent approach simply does not 
apply to some agencies. 

Senator PERDUE. Could I add, as you mentioned Sarbanes, could 
I also ask you about CFPB since it is not under congressional over-
sight at this point? 

Mr. PIERCE. It, too, is not subject to the requirement of con-
ducting cost-benefit analysis to take a major action. So it is one of 
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the many independent agencies that are not subject to the Execu-
tive Orders that Professor Dudley and I have discussed today. 

Senator PERDUE. OK. Professor Dudley. 
Ms. DUDLEY. Yes, so I agree with your concern and with Pro-

fessor Pierce’s response. There are guidelines that have been adopt-
ed through notice and comment. They are long, they are hefty. 
They are generally recognized as solid guidance. But they are not 
always followed, and that is partly because there are statutes that 
preclude consideration of some important tradeoffs. So that is part 
of the problem. And independent regulatory agencies are not cov-
ered. 

If agencies do not do it well, they rarely face judicial review for 
that. There are some statutes that allow it, but the Executive Or-
ders that require benefit-cost analysis are not judicially reviewable. 

So I think there are several reasons why you are right that agen-
cies are not really doing as robust a benefit-cost analysis as they 
could, which might get back to Senator Enzi’s suggestion that 
maybe we should be codifying the Executive Orders that require 
that type of analysis. 

Senator PERDUE. Minister. 
Mr. CLEMENT. Senator, I will just confine myself to a couple of 

basic points. 
One is Prime Minister Harper of Canada has called red tape the 

‘‘silent killer of jobs,’’ and I think he is absolutely correct. That is 
why this was part of our previous election platform that we have 
implemented over the last 4 years to reduce that burden on small 
businesses. 

The other thing I would say is something that you already know, 
but that if you do not measure it, it does not count. In government, 
if you do not have a means by which you are assessing the costs 
and benefits, then it becomes just a moot debate. And so I do—cer-
tainly, my experience has been as we have measured this more and 
more closely and more and more precisely, it creates the dynamism 
necessary to actually get something done that is different. 

Senator PERDUE. In Canada, have you guys been able to stand-
ardize across your various platforms as well? 

Mr. CLEMENT. So we use something called the ‘‘standard cost 
model,’’ which is an internationally recognized calculation—it is a 
formula, basically, that assesses the administrative burden on busi-
ness, looking at the number of hours it takes to fill out the forms 
times the number of people necessary to do so times the number 
of businesses affected. I am very much simplifying it, but that is 
the basis of it, and as I say, it is an internationally accepted meth-
odology, and it seems to be working. 

Senator PERDUE. Great. Thank you very much. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Chairman JOHNSON [Presiding.] Thank you, Senator Perdue. 

Senator Ayotte. 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR AYOTTE 

Senator AYOTTE. Thank you, Chairman. I thank all of you for 
being here. 

I had a question about small businesses, and small businesses 
are obviously responsible—I happen to be married to a small busi-
ness owner—for nearly two-thirds of job growth in this country, 
and I think the challenges for regulation has become even greater 
with small businesses. Their ability to move forward right now 
with 3,000 regulations currently in the workers, just even as a 
small business owner, knowing what those regulations are and how 
to apply them seems to me to be a big challenge in terms of want-
ing us to allow small businesses to drive growth. And I was won-
dering, Mr. Clement, how Canada has been successful at reducing 
the regulatory burden, particularly on the smaller businesses. And 
I would also ask Ms. Dudley as well, while you were OMB Admin-
istrator, what do you think in terms of dealing with small busi-
nesses that would be more effective? Minister Clement. 

Mr. CLEMENT. Thank you, Senator. It is an honor to be here and 
to respond to your concerns. I have been mostly focusing my re-
marks on what we call the ‘‘one-for-one rule’’ for new regulations 
being put into place. An equal number or a larger number of regu-
lations in terms of the administrative burden have to be removed 
from the books so the net impact on small business is either neu-
tral or positive. And so that has been the focus of a legislative 
package that I had passed through Parliament earlier this year. 

We also do things, which I understand from the testimony are 
done here as well, forward regulatory plans so that each regulating 
department or agency has to project 2 years into the future and 
publish, ‘‘Here is what we plan to do; here is what we think the 
impact on small business is going to be. Small Business, what do 
you say? Is this something that you can meet, or should we be 
changing our plans in some way to meet the public policy goal 
without creating the burden,’’ and starting that dialogue early. 

Senator AYOTTE. So 2 years in advance? 
Mr. CLEMENT. Two years in advance, 24 months in advance. 
The other thing that we do was add what we call a ‘‘small busi-

ness lens’’ to every regulatory package. I am president of something 
called the ‘‘Treasury Board.’’ We mostly cut budgets, but we also 
deal with regulations. And so when a regulatory proposal is put be-
fore us by a minister or by an agency or by a department, they 
have to include within that package of information the likely im-
pact on small business in particular. And the reason that that is 
important is because what I have noticed over time is that, quite 
frankly, the public service they have a lot of knowledge and a lot 
of experience. Not many of them have been involved in small busi-
ness. That has not been part of where they have come from or what 
they have learned or so forth. So to force them to actually have the 
dialogue with small business, say, ‘‘How will this affect you?’’ and 
then include that in the package means that I as a decisionmaker, 
an elected politician, a Cabinet minister, I am now aware of some 
of the costs associated with that reform package, that regulatory 
package to small business, and that makes me more sensitized to 
that impact. 



30 

Senator AYOTTE. I do not know if anyone wanted to add anything 
to that. 

Ms. DUDLEY. Yes, I can just talk a little bit about how it is done 
in the United States. You had asked what OMB’s responsibility is. 
OMB is responsible for looking at small business impacts, working 
with the Small Business Office of Advocacy, and they both have 
statutory responsibilities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act and 
the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act. And 
some agencies actually—OSHA, EPA, and the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau have to have earlier advance notice and evalua-
tion o the rules. 

Another thing—— 
Senator AYOTTE. Sorry to interrupt you. As I understand it, that 

is because the Regulatory Flexibility Act allows that. I actually 
have a bill to expand that across all agencies. 

Ms. DUDLEY. Yes, it was kind of started as a pilot, but, yes, it 
might be appropriate to expand it across agencies. 

Now, also, the Reg Flex Act under Section 610 requires agencies 
to look at the economic impact of their regulations on small busi-
nesses retrospectively every 10 years. They are supposed to evalu-
ate whether there are ways to do that that is better for small busi-
nesses. That has not been effective. It just has not been effective, 
which is why I think some of the incentives that you all are talking 
about here could make that more—it would provide incentives to 
really look back. As Mr. Clement said, looking back alone, you did 
not change the culture until you added the incentive of the one-for- 
one. 

Senator AYOTTE. How do we deal with this issue of cost-benefit 
analysis, cost impact? Because one of the feedbacks I get, particu-
larly from smaller businesses, is that you can imagine that in a 
smaller business you do not have an army of lawyers and account-
ants, and, frankly, big business has an ability to comply with regu-
lations in a way that small businesses do not, because they just do 
not have the personnel and people focusing on this. And I think 
sometimes, as I look at how the government does this cost-benefit 
analysis, it does not really truly take in the costs and the viability, 
especially on smaller entities. How can we improve that piece of it? 
Anyone who would like to weigh in. 

Mr. PIERCE. As Professor Dudley described, we do a lot of that 
now. There are two statutes that require that. It is the responsi-
bility, as I recall, of OIRA to administer those statutes. 

When you look at agency rules, many—in fact, I am pretty con-
fident the vast majority have exceptions for small businesses. Now, 
there are a lot of problems with that because what happens a lot 
is that large businesses then try to game the system, and all of a 
sudden you discover that a large corporation has created 50 small 
businesses that they then say are—so it is actually quite difficult 
to try and figure out what businesses are subject to these exemp-
tions, and you have to assume that there will be a lot of gaming 
of any exemptions by big business to get the advantages of the ex-
emptions for small businesses. But we have a process now that ap-
plies to all of that, and it is required by law. 

Senator AYOTTE. Well, my experience from hearing from folks on 
the ground is that that process is not fully effective, and almost 
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like this idea that the people who are reviewing it and doing the 
cost-benefit analysis, they do not think about what it would take 
to be in this small business and do some of the things we are ask-
ing people to do. That is just feedback I hear from the ground, and, 
I hope my husband builds his small business, so I know how hard 
our small business owners are working just to survive every day. 

Mr. CLEMENT. Senator, one of the things we do in Canada is this 
standard cod model where we actually involve the small business 
representatives in calculating the cost of the new proposed regula-
tion on small business—How many hours does it take to comply? 
How long do they have to sit in their office filling out the forms? 
What is the opportunity cost of that?—as opposed to going out and 
creating wealth and working on their business. 

So we actually created a formula based on international practice 
to measure that cost of compliance, but it is not just, somebody in 
Ottawa in some office somewhere applying the formula. They have 
actually got to talk to the small business stakeholders to make sure 
the formula is being applied in the particular case of the proposed 
regulation in an appropriate manner. 

Senator AYOTTE. All right. Thank you. 
Chairman JOHNSON. Professor Dudley, did you want to respond 

to Senator Ayotte? It looked like you might have. 
Ms. DUDLEY. Thank you very much. Yes, just one more point on 

that. Often the costs that really affect the small businesses, espe-
cially the innovators, they are not direct costs. They are hard to 
measure. And so if you are innovating some new ideas, you really 
cannot bring them to market without just selling your ideas to a 
larger company. So I think part of the problem is that those costs 
are just hard to measure. 

Chairman JOHNSON. Thank you, Professor Dudley and Senator 
Ayotte. 

Professor Pierce, you have been involved in this issue for quite 
a few years, I think my intro said for 38 years. From my stand-
point, the reason you have the rule of law, one of the reasons, is 
to create certainty, to lay out the rules of the road, things like the 
Uniform Commercial Code—extremely valuable. You have, national 
standards to govern interstate commerce. 

Do you think the regulatory environment today creates a higher 
level of certainty than it did 38 years ago in your experience? Have 
we improved certainty? 

Mr. PIERCE. That is a hard question to answer. 
Chairman JOHNSON. I can answer it. 
Mr. PIERCE. I am not at all sure that we have. 
Chairman JOHNSON. Let me ask it a different way. Do you think 

it is easier or harder to start a company, to build a company, to 
create jobs? Is it easier or harder 38 years later? 

Mr. PIERCE. I do not know. 
Chairman JOHNSON. Well, I can tell you, talking to countless 

business executives who have told me independently, they were 
coming up to me and saying, ‘‘Ron, there is no way I could start 
my business and build it the way I have if I had to start it in this 
regulatory environment.’’ And that is from multiple people, very 
successful, just taking a look at what is happening. 

Professor Dudley, it seemed like you wanted to weigh in on this. 
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Ms. DUDLEY. I do not have statistics on it. I know surveys of 
small businesses say that it is harder, but I do not have data. 

Chairman JOHNSON. Mr. Clement, you were an entrepreneur 
yourself. Again, Canada is different than the United States. By the 
way, has anybody conducted a study in Canada in terms of the 
overall cost of the regulatory burden of your 129,000 regulations, 
some estimate? 

Mr. CLEMENT. So we have a study done by the Canadian Federa-
tion of Independent Business, which we rely on. They are an inde-
pendent body representing small business owners in Canada, and 
their costing of the impact of regulation of all levels of government, 
not just the Federal level but provincial—we have a provincial like 
your State level—and then the local municipal level, is about $30 
billion in the Canadian economy. 

Chairman JOHNSON. OK. 
Mr. CLEMENT. So it is quite substantial, similar to what some of 

the numbers you were mentioning here in the United States of 
America. And, clearly, as Prime Minister Harper has said, that is 
the silent job killer that we have to start talking about and taking 
seriously. 

Chairman JOHNSON. It would be interesting to compare, because 
studies we have—Senator Enzi was talking about $1,880 billion, or 
I like to say close to $2 trillion. So it would be real interesting to 
compare those different studies to find out what the real compari-
son is. 

Mr. Clement, you also made an interesting comment about the 
fact that regulators have never been involved in the private sector. 
I want you to expound on that a little bit more, because certainly 
that is what I find, too. I mean, if you do not understand the bur-
den, if you are just here thinking of all these wonderful benefits of 
your agency’s new regulation, you really do not have much sym-
pathy for really the compliance burden, do you? 

Mr. CLEMENT. Right. So in our case, Senator, what I can say is 
there is a little bit of entering and exiting the private sector world 
at the senior levels of the bureaucracy, but that is usually with 
larger businesses. That is certainly the evidence that I have found, 
is that they usually go to larger firms who have large compliance 
departments, armies of lawyers and accountants and what-not who 
can help the company deal with the compliance costs of doing busi-
ness. 

It is not usual, at least in our political culture, for senior public 
servants or any public servants to back that experience with small 
business. I am not condemning them for that. It is just the way it 
is. And so what we have tried to do was at least sort of build that 
into the consultation process because it was not natural in the cul-
ture of the place before we started this initiative. 

And just to expound on it very briefly, we are legislators. We are 
legislators, and because I am part of the executive branch, we have 
the executive part of our business as well. So, the whole system is 
erected so that if you face a problem—which we all want to solve. 
That is why we are in politics in the first place. We want to solve 
problems and make sure our country does better. So the first go- 
to point is you either legislate or you regulate. That is kind of how 
the place was built. 
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And so what we are trying to do is change the culture so that 
they realize that there are other mechanisms and tools available 
that maybe the only way, as Senator Stabenow—in some cases, the 
only way forward is legislation and regulation. I am not denying 
that. But in many cases, there are other more creative ways that 
can be found that can deal with the public policy issue that does 
not involve legislation and regulation. And we have to do more 
nudging and less using the hammer in all situations. 

Chairman JOHNSON. Trust me, the bias is toward addition, writ-
ing new—I mean, after all, we are legislators so we tend to legis-
late. So we need to have something subtractive. 

Chairman JOHNSON. Professor Pierce, you made an interesting 
comment about how, when we exempt small businesses from some 
of these regulations, then the large corporations game the system. 
Do you have any good example of that? Because I think we see that 
all the time. 

Mr. PIERCE. I have seen many examples of it described in the lit-
erature. One that I recall offhand is FCC auctions where small 
businesses are given preferences, and then when you look at what 
the small business is, it is not so small. It has 100,000 employees, 
and they have just created a subsidiary for the purpose of partici-
pating in the auction, getting the benefit. 

Unfortunately, we see the same kinds of problems fairly fre-
quently with respect to preferences for minority-owned businesses 
and female-owned businesses. As soon as you provide any benefit, 
there are going to be people who hire good lawyers to figure out 
how to take advantage of the benefit, and that creates a real prob-
lem for you; it creates a real problem for the people who write the 
rules in the agencies. I do not have a real easy fix for that problem. 

Chairman JOHNSON. I think one of the things we have to do, if 
we are going to do a regulatory budget, is we have to calculate the 
cost of the unintended consequences, which is really kind of the 
definition of Washington, D.C. 

One last question for Professor Dudley. Because you have been 
involved in this issue for quite some time as well, and we have the 
Administrative Procedures Act. What is your sense in terms of Ex-
ecutives—Presidents—the executive branch following that Adminis-
trative Procedures Act? Is there greater compliance or less compli-
ance? Or is it pretty much about the same? 

Ms. DUDLEY. I am not sure of the answer to that. I think it is 
about the same because it is required by law, and we are such a 
litigious society that if agencies do not follow the procedures and 
solicit notice and comment, they can be sued. I have seen a couple 
things lately I am very curious about. The trans fat announcement 
that was made just this week, I do not think that went through no-
tice and comment. So there are some things that I am curious 
about, but—— 

Chairman JOHNSON. We do know that President Obama’s execu-
tive amnesty has been basically—there is a stay because he did not 
follow the Administrative Procedures Act as well, so there are cer-
tainly different examples of that. 

Chairman Enzi, do you have any further questions? 
Chairman ENZI. I have some questions that I will send in that 

will become a part of the record later, I hope. 
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Chairman JOHNSON. OK. 
Well, with that, again, I just want to thank our witnesses for 

your taking the time, your thoughtful testimony, your thoughtful 
answers to our questions. 

This hearing record will remain open for 15 days until July 8 at 
5 p.m for the submission of statements and questions for the 
record. 

This hearing is adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 11:55 a.m., the Committees were adjourned.] 
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