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COMMITTEE ORGANIZATION 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, Wednesday, January 14, 2015. 
The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10:04 a.m., in room 

2118, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. William M. ‘‘Mac’’ 
Thornberry (chairman of the committee) presiding. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORN-
BERRY, A REPRESENTATIVE FROM TEXAS, CHAIRMAN, COM-
MITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order. Let me wel-

come all new and returning members to the House Armed Services 
Committee. We are going to have votes here in a few minutes, so 
I don’t want to have too much conversation here to begin with, but 
I just want to say that this committee has a bipartisan tradition 
of providing for our country’s defense. 

And that plaque right there down on the front reminds us of Ar-
ticle I, Section 8, and that it is the Congress that has the power 
to raise and support armies, to provide and maintain a navy, to 
make rules for the government and regulation of land and naval 
forces. That is a substantial responsibility the Constitution puts on 
our shoulders, and I know that all members of this committee feel 
that responsibility. 

The portrait right there to the right of the television is Carl Vin-
son, for whom this committee room is named. And he said, we have 
a moral obligation to ensure that troops that go into danger have 
the best equipment and training in the world. And I know that all 
of us feel that responsibility pretty acutely as well. 

We have got a lot of work cut out for us. The world is a complex 
and dangerous place. But I am very optimistic that the members 
of this committee are going to rise to meet our responsibility this 
year, and I look forward to it. We have got a lot of talent on this 
committee, and we are going to do a lot of good. 

With that, let me yield to the distinguished ranking member, the 
gentleman from Washington, Mr. Smith. 

STATEMENT OF HON. ADAM SMITH, A REPRESENTATIVE FROM 
WASHINGTON, RANKING MEMBER, COMMITTEE ON ARMED 
SERVICES 

Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And welcome also to all 
returning and new members. 

And I agree with everything the chairman said about this com-
mittee, how important it is, the work we do, and what a privilege 
it is to serve on it. 
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I am very proud about two things about this committee. Number 
one, I always say that it is the most bipartisan committee in Con-
gress, and of course always add quickly that is not very hard to ac-
complish. But we are even more bipartisan than that. We work 
closely together on these issues in a way that no other committee 
I have ever served on does. And I think that gives us a real oppor-
tunity on this committee to get things done. 

And that is the second thing about this committee, is we get 
something done every year, which, gosh, not even the appropriators 
can say anymore. Fifty-three straight years we have produced a 
National Defense Authorization Act, which is an incredibly impor-
tant piece of legislation, that basically makes sure that the men 
and women who are serving and defending our country have the 
training, equipment, and everything they need to perform the mis-
sions that we ask them to perform. 

And I think those two things are connected, the bipartisanship 
and the fact that we pass that bill every year. It is amazing what 
you can get done when you know you have to get it done, when 
there is not an option of just walking away. We find a way to get 
it done. 

I think, also, the last thing I want to say about this committee 
is we are blessed with the most amazing staff in Congress, on both 
sides, bipartisan folks do an unbelievable amount of work. And the 
bill usually is roughly 1,500, 1,600 pages, spend somewhere be-
tween $500 billion and $600 billion, and has an endless amount of 
detail, which even the brightest amongst you here on the com-
mittee, I don’t think you could truthfully say that you know abso-
lutely every word that is in it. It is difficult and complicated. But 
the staff takes care of us and they take care of the bill and they 
do an incredible job. So give the staff a round of applause to get 
things started out here and thank them for the great work they do. 

And actually there is one more thing I want to say. I have had 
the privilege of working with Chairman Thornberry for a long time 
in this committee. We were chair and ranking on a subcommittee 
for a while a few years back. This committee could not have a bet-
ter chairman, both to uphold those traditions that I just mentioned 
and just to bring a level of expertise and commitment to the issues 
in national security. So it is a privilege to be working with Mac in 
his new capacity as chairman. I congratulate him on that. Your 
caucus made an outstanding choice. So I look forward to a produc-
tive year, and with that I yield back. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, let me thank you, I appreciate those kind 
words at the end. It is true, Mr. Smith and I have worked together 
in various capacities over the years, and I have no doubt in this 
capacity we are going to work really well together. We may not al-
ways agree, but I have tremendous respect for his insights and his 
commitment to the people who serve our country. So I look forward 
to that as well. 

Normally at this meeting we take some time to introduce the 
new members of the committee. Because we have a short time-
frame today, I don’t want to hurry through that or not get our es-
sential business done. So we are going to forego that this time. We 
are going to do that for the first hearing that we have where we 
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properly introduce the new members of the committee. But we are 
really pleased to have you all with us. 

And so, we are going to go ahead and get on to business. And 
I want to call up Committee Resolution Number 1, regarding the 
committee rules for the 114th Congress. 

The clerk shall report the resolution. 
Ms. SIMLER. Committee Resolution Number 1: Resolved, That the 

Committee on Armed Services, U.S. House of Representatives, 
adopt the committee rules for 114th Congress, which are stated in 
the copy distributed to each Member. 

The CHAIRMAN. These rules are largely the same as they have 
been before. We have worked with Mr. Smith and his folks on a 
few changes. I want to ask unanimous consent that the resolution 
be considered as read and therefore open for amendment at any 
point. Without objection, it is so ordered. 

[The following information was submitted for the record.] 
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The CHAIRMAN. By way of discussion, these rules are largely the 
same that we have operated before. There are three subcommittee 
jurisdictional changes. One is to move the Merchant Marine Acad-
emy to the Personnel Subcommittee, where all the other academies 
are. A second one is to move the Department of Energy non-
proliferation programs and the CTR [Cooperative Threat Reduc-
tion] program to the Strategic Forces Subcommittee so that that is 
where all the other DOE/NNSA [Department of Energy/National 
Nuclear Security Administration] programs are. And finally, the 
rules return intelligence policy and coordination to the full com-
mittee, but I really want to work with all members to increase the 
exposure and the expertise this committee has to the Intelligence 
Community for military intelligence, and I think we can do that 
from the full committee level. 

There is also one other change in the rules, and that is required 
by the House rules changes which say that we only have to give 
one activity report per Congress rather than two. And that is about 
the sum of it. 

Is there any further discussion of the committee rules? 
Are there any amendments to the committee rules? 
If there are no amendments, the chair recognizes the gentleman 

from Virginia, Mr. Forbes, for the purpose of offering a motion. 
Mr. FORBES. Mr. Chairman, I move to adopt Committee Resolu-

tion Number 1 concerning the committee rules. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question occurs on the motion of the gen-

tleman from Virginia, Mr. Forbes. 
So many as are in favor, say aye. 
Those opposed, say no. 
In the opinion of the chair, the ayes have it. A quorum being 

present, the motion is adopted. And without objection, a motion to 
reconsider is laid upon the table. 

Next order of business, Committee Resolution Number 2 regard-
ing the committee’s oversight plan for the 114th Congress. I call up 
Committee Resolution Number 2 and I ask the clerk to report the 
resolution. 

Ms. SIMLER. Committee Resolution Number 2: Resolved, That the 
Committee on Armed Services, U.S. House of Representatives, 
adopt the committee oversight plan for the 114th Congress, a copy 
of which has been distributed to each Member. 

The CHAIRMAN. I ask unanimous consent that the resolution be 
considered as read and open for amendment at any point. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

[The following information was submitted for the record.] 
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The CHAIRMAN. Just, again, by way of explanation, everybody got 
a copy of this in your office last Friday. This is required by the 
House rules. Obviously, this is very general and covers a lot of ter-
ritory. We will have to adjust our oversight plan depending on 
what happens in the world and the events and the issues that come 
to our attention. But as a starting place, trying to get all the bases 
covered, that is what we have tried to work together with both 
sides and accomplish. 

Is there any discussion of the oversight plan or any amendments 
to the resolution? If not, I would yield to Mr. Forbes for the pur-
pose of a motion. 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Chairman, I move to adopt Committee Resolu-
tion Number 2 concerning the committee oversight plan. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now occurs on the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Forbes. 

So many as are in favor, say aye. 
Those opposed, say no. 
In the opinion of the chair, the ayes have it. A quorum being 

present, the motion is adopted. And without objection, a motion to 
reconsider is laid upon the table. 

Next order of business, I call up Committee Resolution Number 
3 regarding the committee’s security procedures for the 114th Con-
gress, which the clerk shall report. 

Ms. SIMLER. Committee Resolution Number 3: Resolved, That the 
Committee on Armed Services, U.S. House of Representatives, 
adopt the committee security procedures for the 114th Congress, a 
copy of which has been distributed to each Member. 

The CHAIRMAN. Again, I ask unanimous consent that the resolu-
tion be considered as read and open for amendment at any point. 
Without objection, it is so ordered. 

[The security procedures are maintained in the committee files.] 
The CHAIRMAN. Most of the security procedures of course are the 

way they have been before. We had a few changes that came about 
because of situations we were in last Congress just to facilitate all 
the members being able to have access to classified documents. 

The one I want to bring to members’ attention which is different 
is always before in our security procedures, members could not 
take notes during classified briefings. Well, sometimes you want to 
take notes and go back and refer to them. So now you can take 
notes during classified briefings, but you can’t carry it out of the 
room, you have to hand those notes to a staff member, and they 
will keep it in the safe for you, and then you can go back and refer 
to them. 

Now, you know, we will have to do this right, but I think it is 
important for members to be able to take classified notes and for 
you to be able to go back and refer to them as you want. So that 
is one security procedure that will affect somewhat the way we 
carry on our business here. There are a handful of others, but most 
of it is just to make it easier for us to have access to classified ma-
terial. 

Is there any further discussion or questions about the security 
procedures? If not, I yield to the gentleman from Virginia, Mr. 
Forbes, for the purpose of a motion. 
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Chairman, I move to adopt Committee Resolu-
tion Number 3, the security procedures for the 114th Congress. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question occurs on the motion of the gen-
tleman from Virginia, Mr. Forbes. 

So many as are in favor, say aye. 
Those opposed, say no. 
In the opinion of the chair, the ayes have it. A quorum being 

present, the motion is adopted. And without objection, a motion to 
reconsider is laid upon the table. 

Final order of business, call up Committee Resolution Number 4, 
appointing committee staff for the 114th Congress. 

The clerk shall report the resolution. 
Ms. SIMLER. Committee Resolution Number 4: Resolved, That the 

persons listed on the sheet distributed to the Members, and such 
other personnel as may be required by the committee within the 
limits and terms authorized under the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, are hereby appointed to the staff of the Committee on 
Armed Services, U.S. House of Representatives, for the 114th Con-
gress, it being understood that according to the provisions of law, 
the Chairman will fix the basic salary per annum. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the resolution is considered as 
read and open for amendment at any point. 

[The following information was submitted for the record.] 
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The CHAIRMAN. Just by way of discussion, this is something the 
House rules require us to do. 

I want to just emphasize what Mr. Smith said. We are unique 
in the Congress in that our staffs are integrated. And so there is 
a lot of expertise on this staff available to all members. And I think 
that one of the things we can do is make better use of the resource 
that we have. And so I want to encourage members to do that by 
way of personal briefings and to take advantage of the tremendous 
opportunities that are before us with the staff. And much to their 
relief, this is not subject to amendment or else we could start talk-
ing people. 

Is there any further discussion on the committee resolution? If 
not, I yield to the gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Forbes, for the pur-
pose of a motion. 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Chairman, I move to adopt Committee Resolu-
tion Number 4 regarding committee staffing for the 114th Con-
gress. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now occurs on the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Forbes. 

So many as are in favor, say aye. 
Those opposed, say no. 
In the opinion of the chair, the ayes have it. A quorum being 

present, the motion is adopted. And without objection, a motion to 
reconsider is laid upon the table. 

Without objection, committee staff is authorized to make tech-
nical and conforming changes to reflect the action of the committee 
in adopting Committee Resolutions 1 through 4. 

And if I could just make one other point. This is the largest com-
mittee in the Congress. The challenge for me is to be fair, giving 
every member the chance to participate, and to put all of that to-
gether with so many folks. So we are going to be trying some 
things a little differently than we have done in the past. 

I am anxious to have your suggestions. I know Mr. Smith is, as 
well. We want to facilitate all members being able to participate as 
much as you want in this committee. Now, as a result of that, I 
am going to have to be strict about the 5-minute rule and time lim-
its, because when you have got this many people you just have to 
enforce those time limits to give the next folks a chance. But be-
yond that, I look forward to having discussions with you all and 
hearing any suggestions that you may have on how we can facili-
tate all members being able to participate. 

I would yield to the gentleman from Washington for any final 
comments that he might have. 

Mr. SMITH. I have none. I think you covered it all very, very well. 
And I think we are going to have a great year. I look forward to 
working with all of you. Thank you. 

The CHAIRMAN. I agree with that. Thank you all for being here. 
Now we can get to work. No further business. The committee 
stands adjourned subject to the call of the chair. 

[Whereupon, at 10:20 a.m., the committee was adjourned.] 
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