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THE EXTENT OF RADICALIZATION IN THE
AMERICAN MUSLIM COMMUNITY AND THAT
COMMUNITY’S RESPONSE

Thursday, March 10, 2011

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC.

The committee met, pursuant to call, at 9:37 a.m., in Room 311,
Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Peter T. King [Chairman of
the committee] presiding.

Present: Representatives King, Smith, Lungren, Rogers, McCaul,
Bilirakis, Broun, Miller, Walberg, Cravaack, Walsh, Meehan,
Quayle, Rigell, Long, Duncan, Marino, Farenthold, Brooks, Thomp-
son, Sanchez, Jackson Lee, Cuellar, Clarke of New York, Richard-
son, Davis, Higgins, Speier, Richmond, Clarke of Michigan, and
Keating.

Also present: Representatives Green, Carson, and Pascrell.

Chairman KING. Good morning. The Committee on Homeland Se-
curity will come to order. The committee is meeting today to hear
testimony on the extent of radicalization in the American Muslim
community and to investigate that community’s response.

The Chair wishes to remind our guests today that demonstra-
tions from the audience, including the use of signs and placards,
as well as verbal outbursts, are a violation of the rules of the
House. The Chair wishes to thank our guests today for their co-
operation in maintaining order and proper decorum.

In the interest of time, the Ranking Member and I have agreed
that we will let three Member witnesses testify on Panel 1. After
prior consultation with my friend, the Ranking Member from Mis-
sissippi Mr. Thompson, I ask unanimous consent that Congress-
man Dingell, Congressman Ellison, and Congressman Wolf as
Member witnesses not be subject to questions from committee
Members. They are testifying as one panel. Without objection, so
ordered.

I believe the Ranking Member has a unanimous consent request
to make.

Mr. THOMPSON. Yes. I would like to ask unanimous consent that
Congressmen Carson, Pascrell, and Green, when he comes in, be
allowed to sit on the panel.

Chairman KiING. Without objection, so ordered.

At this time, I will now recognize myself for an opening state-
ment.
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At the very outset, let me thank all of the witnesses, the Member
panel, and the witnesses who traveled to be here today. Thank you
very much for giving your time in what I believe to be a very valu-
able and important hearing.

Today’s hearing will be the first in a series of hearings dealing
with the critical issue of the radicalization of Muslim Americans.
I am well aware that the announcement of these hearings has gen-
erated considerable controversy and opposition. Some of this oppo-
sition, such as from my colleague and friend, Mr. Ellison and Mr.
Pascrell, has been measured and thoughtful. Other opposition, both
from special interest groups and the media, has ranged from dis-
belief to paroxysms of rage and hysteria.

Let me make it clear today, that I remain convinced that these
hearings must go forward, and they will. To back down would be
a flagrant surrender to political correctness and an abdication of
what I believe to be the main responsibility of this committee, to
protect America from terrorist attack.

Despite what passes for conventional wisdom in certain circles,
there is nothing radical or un-American in holding these hearings.
Indeed, Congressional investigation of Muslim American
radicalization is the logical response to the repeated and urgent
warnings which the Obama administration has been making in re-
cent months. Just this past Sunday, for instance, Denis
McDonough, the Deputy National Security Advisor to President
Obama, made a major speech on radicalization stating that, “al-
Qaeda and its adherents have increasingly turned to another trou-
bling tactic, attempting to recruit and radicalize people to terrorism
here in the United States. For a long time, many in the U.S.
thought that we were immune from this threat. That was false
hope and false comfort. This threat is real, and it is serious.” Mr.
McDonough went on to say that “al-Qaeda does this with the ex-
press purpose of trying to convince Muslim Americans to reject
their country and attack their fellow Americans.”

I should also add in my own personal conversations with Mr.
McDonough prior to the speech, he told me to go forward with the
hearing, and that the administration welcomes Congressional in-
volvement.

Similarly, in late December, Attorney General Holder said that
the growing number of young Americans being radicalized and will-
ing to take up arms against our country, “keeps him awake at
night.” Two weeks before that, the Attorney General defended the
FBI sting operation against Mohamed Osman Mohamud, who at-
tempted a terror attack during a Christmas tree-lighting celebra-
tion in Portland, Oregon, saying—the Attorney General said he
made no apologies for this operation. Said the Attorney General,
“Those who characterize the FBI's activities as entrapment simply
do not have their facts straight.”

One month ago, sitting right there, Secretary Napolitano testified
before this committee and said the threat level today is as high as
it has been since September 11 because of increased radicalization
in our country. I would ask the audience and the committee, just
notice this chart over here. Just in the last 2 years alone, these are
terror plots which have been blocked by our Government. Virtually
every part of the United States is affected by this. It affects the en-
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tire Nation. Those of us in the Northeast perhaps have more
threats, but the fact is that we found out that no one is immune
from these type of threats and these type of attacks.

This committee cannot live in denial, which is what some of us
would do when they suggest that this hearing dilute its focus by
investigating threats unrelated to al-Qaeda. The Department of
Homeland Security and this committee were formed in response to
the al-Qaeda attacks of September 11. There is no equivalency of
threat between al-Qaeda and neo-Nazis, environmental extremists,
or other isolated madmen. Only al-Qaeda and its Islamist affiliates
in this country are part of an international threat to our Nation.
Indeed by the Justice Department’s own record, not one terror-re-
lated case in the last 2 years involved neo-Nazis, environmental ex-
tremists, militias, or antiwar groups.

I have repeatedly said that the overwhelming majority of Muslim
Americans are outstanding Americans that make enormous con-
tributions to our country, but there are realities we can’t ignore; for
instance, the Pew poll, which said that 15 percent of Muslim Amer-
ican men between the age of 18 and 29 could support suicide bomb-
ings. This is a segment of the community al-Qaeda is attempting
to recruit.

To combat this threat, moderate leadership must emerge from
the Muslim community. As the Majority and Minority staff of the
Senate Homeland Security Committee concluded in its report,
which ironically enough was entitled “Violent Islamist Extremism
and the Homegrown Terrorist Threat,” this report concluded, “Mus-
lim community leaders and religious leaders must play a more visi-
ble role in discrediting and providing alternatives to violent
Islamist ideology.”

This means that responsible Muslim American leaders must re-
ject discredited groups such as CAIR, the Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations. CAIR was named as an unindicted coconspirator
in the terrorist financing case involving the Holy Land Foundation.
In the lead-up to this hearing, I found it shocking and sad that the
mainstream media accepted CAIR’s accusations as if it were a le-
gitimate organization. Thankfully, FBI Director Mueller has or-
dered the FBI to cease all dealings and contact with CAIR, possibly
and probably because of this type of placard and poster, which was
posted by San Francisco CAIR. I would hope that all law enforce-
ment officials would follow the lead of the FBI Director.

Al-Qaeda realizes that the measures we have put in place over
the past 9% years make it very difficult to launch a large-scale at-
tack against our homeland from outside the country, which is why
they have altered their strategy and are using people living legally
in the United States. These include the New York City subway
bomber, Najibullah Zazi; Fort Hood terrorist, U.S. Army Major
Nidal Hasan; Colleen LaRose, known as Jihad Jane; the Times
Square bomber, Faisal Shahzad; the Little Rock recruiting center
shooter, Carlos Bledsoe—his father is a witness here today; and
dozens of individuals in Minneapolis associated with the Somali
terrorist organization al-Shabaab. The uncle of one those young
men who was radicalized in Minneapolis, sent to Somalia and even-
tually killed is also with us here today; and then also the Mumbai
plotter, David Headley.
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Let me thank all of the witnesses for giving up their valuable
time to be with us here today. I want to express special thanks,
however, to Melvin Bledsoe and Abdirizak Bihi. These brave men
have endured suffering no father or uncle should ever have to go
through. Their courage and spirit will put a human face on the hor-
ror which Islamist radicalization has inflicted and will continue to
inflict on good families, especially those in the Muslim community,
unless we put aside political correctness and define who our enemy
truly is.

As we approach the 10-year anniversary of the September 11 at-
tacks, we cannot allow the memory of that tragic day to fade away.
We must remember that the days following the attack, we were all
united in our dedication to fight back against al-Qaeda and its ide-
ology. Today we must be fully aware that homegrown radicalization
is part of al-Qaeda’s strategy to continue attacking the United
States. Al-Qaeda is actively targeting the American Muslim com-
munity for recruitment. Today’s hearing will address this dan-
gerous trend.

[The information follows:]

STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN PETER T. KING

MarcH 10, 2011

Today’s hearing will be the first in a series of hearings dealing with the critical
issue of the radicalization of Muslim-Americans.

I am well aware that the announcement of these hearings has generated consider-
able controversy and opposition. Some of this opposition—such as from my colleague
and friend Mr. Ellison has been measured and thoughtful. Other opposition—both
from special interest groups and the media has ranged from disbelief to paroxysms
of rage and hysteria.

Let me make it clear today that I remain convinced that these hearings must go
forward. They will. To back down would be a craven surrender to political correct-
ness and an abdication of what I believe to be the main responsibility of this com-
mittee—to protect America from a terrorist attack.

Despite what passes for conventional wisdom in certain circles, there is nothing
radical or un-American in holding these hearings. Indeed, Congressional investiga-
tion of Muslim American radicalization is the logical response to the repeated and
urgerﬁc warnings which the Obama administration has been making in recent
months.

Just this past Sunday, for instance, Denis McDonough, the Deputy National Secu-
rity Advisor to President Obama, made a major speech on radicalization stating
that:

“al-Qaeda and its adherents have increasingly turned to another troubling tactic: at-
tempting to recruit and radicalize people to terrorism here in the United States.

“For a long time, many in the U.S. thought that we were immune from this threat.
That was false hope, and false comfort. This threat is real, and it is serious.”

“(Al-Qaeda does this) for the expressed purpose of trying to convince Muslim Ameri-
cans to reject their country and attack their fellow Americans.”

Similarly in late December, Attorney General Holder said the growing number of
young Americans being radicalized and willing to take up arms against our country
“keeps him awake at night.”

And 2 weeks before that the Attorney General defended the FBI’s sting operation
against Mohammad Osman Mohammad who attempted a terror attack during a
Christmas tree lighting celebration in Portland, Oregon saying he made “no apolo-
gies” for this operation. “Those who characterize the FBI’s activities as entrapment
simply do not have their facts straight.”

One month ago Secretary Napolitano testified before this committee and said that
the threat level today is as high as it has been since September 11 because of in-
creased radicalization in our country.
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This committee cannot live in denial which is what some would have us do when
they suggest that this hearing dilute its focus by investigating threats unrelated to
al-Qaeda. The Department of Homeland Security and this committee were formed
in response to the al-Qaeda attacks of 9/11. There is no equivalency of threat be-
tween al-Qaeda and neo-Nazis, environmental extremists, or other isolated madmen.
Only al-Qaeda and its Islamist affiliates in this country are part of an international
threat to our Nation. Indeed by the Justice Department’s own record not one terror-
related case in the last 2 years involved neo-Nazis, environmental extremists, mili-
tias, or anti-war groups.

I have repeatedly said the overwhelming majority of Muslim-Americans are out-
standing Americans and make enormous contributions to our country. But there are
realities we cannot ignore. For instance a Pew Poll said that 15 percent of Muslim-
American men between the age of 18 and 29 could support suicide bombings. This
is the segment of the community al-Qaeda is attempting to recruit.

To combat this threat, moderate leadership must emerge from the Muslim com-
munity. As the Majority and Minority staff of the Senate Homeland Security Com-
mittee concluded in its report on “Violent Islamist Extremism and the Homegrown
Terrorist Threat,” “Muslim community leaders (and) religious leaders must play a
more visible role in discrediting and providing alternatives to violent Islamist ide-
ology.”

This means that responsible Muslim-American leaders must reject discredited
groups such as CAIR—The Council on American-Islamic Relations which was
named as an unindicted co-conspirator in the terrorist financing case involving the
Holy Land Foundation. In the lead-up to this hearing I found it shocking and sad
that the mainstream media accepted CAIR’s accusations as if it were a legitimate
organization. Thankfully, FBI Director Mueller has ordered the FBI to cease all
dealings and contact with CAIR. I would hope that all law enforcement officials
would follow the lead of the FBI Director.

Al-Qaeda realizes that the measures we have put in place over the past 9% years
make it very difficult to launch a large-scale attack against the homeland from out-
side the country which is why they have altered their strategy and are recruiting
and using people living legally in the United States. These include:

New York City Subway bomber Najibullah Zazi;

Fort Hood Terrorist U.S. Army Major Nidal Hasan;

Colleen LaRose, known as “Jihad Jane”;

Times Square Bomber Faisal Shahzad;

Mumbai Plotter David Headley;

Little Rock Recruiting Center Shooter Carlos Bledsoe, whose father is a witness
today; and

e Dozens of individuals in Minneapolis associated with the Somali terrorist orga-

nization, al Shabaab. The uncle of one of those young men—who was radicalized
in Minneapolis, sent to Somalia, and eventually killed—is also with us today.

Let me thank all of the witnesses for giving of their valuable time to be with us
today. I want to express special thanks, however, to Melvin Bledsoe and Abdirizak
Bihi. These brave men have endured suffering no father or uncle should ever have
to go through. Their courage and spirit will put a human face on the horror which
Islamist radicalization has inflicted and will continue to inflict on good families, es-
pecially those in the Muslim community, unless we put aside political correctness
and define who our enemy truly is.

As we approach the 10-year anniversary of the September 11 attacks, we cannot
allow the memories of that tragic day to fade away. We must remember that in the
days immediately following the attack, we are all united in our dedication to fight
back against al-Qaeda and its ideology.

Today, we must be fully aware that homegrown radicalization is part of al-
Qaeda’s strategy to continue attacking the United States. Al-Qaeda is actively tar-
geting the American Muslim community for recruitment. Today’s hearing will ad-
dress this dangerous trend.
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A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF EVERY INDICTMENT SicE 2009,

Chairman KING. Now it is my privilege to recognize the distin-
guished Ranking Member of the committee, the gentleman from
Mississippi, Mr. Thompson.

Mr. THOMPSON. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. As we
begin today’s hearing, I want to take a moment to thank you for
agreeing to my request to invite Representative Dingell and Sheriff
Baca. These witnesses will add to the committee’s understanding
of the outreach and cooperation between the Muslim community
and Government officials. I want to reiterate, however, my belief
that a hearing on the linkage between extreme ideology and violent
action should be a broad-based examination.

Yesterday the FBI made an arrest in the recent Martin Luther
King Day bombing attempt. News reports identified a suspect as a
member of the same white supremacist group that influenced the
Oklahoma City bomber, Timothy McVeigh. I urge you, Mr. Chair-
man, to hold a hearing examining the homeland security threat
posed by anti-Government and white supremacist groups. As the
Committee on Homeland Security, our mission is to examine
threats to this Nation’s security. A narrow focus that excludes
known threats lacks clarity and may be myopic.

I understand that our personal experiences play a role in how we
see the world. We have all come to this place from somewhere else.
As I understand it, the Chairman’s background includes the history
of a country divided by religion and torn by prolonged and violent
struggle. I am from Mississippi. My personal history is one which
non-violence was the bedrock principle in a struggle for societal
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change and political rights. Religion played a role in that struggle,
too.

But we are not here in these places now. As Members of Con-
gress, our words transcend this hearing room. We must be vigilant
that our words and our actions do not inflame. Acknowledgement
of an obligation to be responsible does not equal political correct-
ness. We must be mindful that this country is conducting two wars.
Our words and our actions cannot be used to endanger our soldiers.

I had hoped that this hearing could be used as a forum to point
out a recent report of the Southern Poverty Law Center. Last week
the Southern Poverty Law Center released a chilling report that
the number of active hate groups in the United States topped 1,000
for the first time, and the anti-Government movement has ex-
panded dramatically for the second straight year. The Southern
Poverty Law Center study indicates that several factors have
fueled this growth. Those factors include resentment over the
changing racial demographics of this country, frustration over the
lagging economy, and the mainstreaming of conspiracy theories
and other demonizing propaganda aimed at minorities and the
Government.

I am particularly troubled that much of the current vitriol has
been directed towards the President and First Lady. In the wake
of the Gabrielle Giffords shooting, news accounts indicate that in
a public meeting, a Member of Congress heard a threat made
against the life of the President that was greeted with laughter.

We live in troubling times. I have heard concerns that today’s
hearing will stoke a climate of fear and distrust in the Muslim
community. It may also increase the fear and distrust of the Mus-
lim community. For law enforcement officials, outreach and co-
operation may become more difficult.

As we consider the possible domestic effects of our actions, we
must also consider the possible effects abroad. As I look at the re-
cent uprisings in North Africa and the Middle East, I am struck
by the fact that these movements are inspired by secular notions
of democracy and freedom. Theocracy seems to be on the sidelines.
In scores of hearings and briefings, members of this community
have been told that al-Qaeda remains a recruiting tool in a notion
that the powers of the West are aligned against the people of the
Middle East. The United States is accused of engaging in a mod-
ern-day crusade against Islam.

We cannot give this lie a place to rest. I cannot help but wonder
how propaganda about this hearing focuses on American Muslim
community will be used by those who seek to inspire a new genera-
tion of suicide bombers.

I yield back.

[The information follows:]

STATEMENT OF RANKING MEMBER BENNIE G. THOMPSON

As we begin today’s hearing, I want to take a moment to thank Chairman King
for agreeing to my request to invite Rep. Dingell and Sheriff Baca. These witnesses
will add to the committee’s understanding of the outreach and cooperation between
the Muslim community and Government officials.

I also want to re-iterate my belief that a hearing on the linkage between extreme
ideology and violent action should be a broad-based examination.

Yesterday, the FBI made an arrest in the recent Martin Luther King Day bomb-
ing attempt.



9

News reports identify the suspect as a member of the same white supremacist
group that influenced Oklahoma City bomber, Timothy McVeigh.

I urge the Chairman to hold a hearing examining the homeland security threat
posed by anti-Government and white supremacists groups.

As the Committee on Homeland Security, our mission is to examine threats to
this Nation’s safety. A narrow focus that excludes known threats lacks clarity and
may be myopic.

I understand that our personal experiences play a role in how we see the world.
We all come to this place from somewhere else.

As I understand it, the Chairman’s background includes the history of a country
divided by religion and torn by a prolonged and violent struggle.

I am from Mississippi. My personal history is one in which non-violence was a
bedrock principle in the struggle for societal change and political rights. Religion
played a role in that struggle, too.

But we are not in those places now.

As Members of Congress, our words transcend this hearing room. We must be
vigilant that our words and our actions do not inflame.

Acknowledgement of an obligation to be responsible does not equal political cor-
rectness.

We must be mindful that this country is conducting two wars. Our words and ac-
tions cannot be used to endanger our soldiers.

I had hoped that this hearing could be used as a forum to point out a recent re-
port of the Southern Poverty Law Center. Last week, the Southern Poverty Law
Center released a chilling report. The number of active hate groups in the United
States topped 1,000 for the first time and the anti-Government movement has ex-
panded dramatically for the second straight year.

The Southern Poverty Law Center study indicates that several factors have fueled
this growth. Those factors include resentment over the changing racial demo-
graphics of the country, frustration over the lagging economy, and the
mainstreaming of conspiracy theories and other demonizing propaganda aimed at
minorities and the Government.

I am particularly troubled that much of the current vitriol has been directed to-
ward the President and the First Lady. In the wake of the Gabrielle Giffords shoot-
ing, news accounts indicate that in a public meeting, a Member of Congress heard
a threat made against the life of the President that was greeted with laughter.

We live in troubling times.

I have heard concerns that today’s hearings will stoke a climate of fear and dis-
trust in the Muslim community. It may also increase fear and distrust of the Mus-
lim community. For law enforcement officials, outreach, and cooperation may be-
come more difficult.

As we consider the possible domestic effects of our actions, we must also consider
the possible effects abroad. As I look at the recent uprisings in North Africa and
the Middle East, I am struck by the fact that these movements are inspired by sec-
ular notions of democracy and freedom. Theocracy seems to be on the sidelines.

In scores of hearings and briefings, Members of this committee have been told
that al-Qaeda’s main recruiting tool is the notion that the powers of the West are
aligned against the people of the Middle East. The United States is accused of en-
gaging in a modern day crusade against Islam.

We cannot give this lie a place to rest. I cannot help but wonder how propaganda
about this hearing’s focus on the American Muslim community will be used by those
who seek to inspire a new generation of suicide bombers.

Chairman KiING. I thank the gentleman from Mississippi. Thank
you, Ranking Member Thompson.

I just remind other Members of the committee that opening
statements may be submitted for the record.
. 1[lThe statements of Hons. Jackson Lee, Clarke, and Richardson
ollow:]

STATEMENT OF HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

Mr. Chairman, I thank all of the individuals testifying today.

In society and politics, radicalization refers to a significant change in the social
and political attitudes, views, and associations of individual dissidents and protest
groups in a direction toward what is claimed or perceived to be “radicalism” (irra-
tional protest) and “extremism” (violent protest). The term “radicalism” typically
characterizes activism (or a particular mode thereof) as irrational or unreasonable—
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where the term “activism” refers almost exclusively to non-violent protest. The term
“radicalization” refers to the process by which once passive or otherwise non-violent
activists and protesters become militant and thereby use or advocate violence as a
means to attain political goals.

While such change may be indiscernible within individuals, the term is usually
made in reference to political dissident groups, who over time have lost hope in con-
ventional means for expression and protest, and overtly state their hostile inten-
tions.

Radicalization itself is often the direct result of violence, where the “radicals”
themselves have typically been the target and victim of violence and persecution.
Otherwise, individuals may feel empathy or sympathy with others who have been
victimized by an oppressor—where such sympathy is often based in personal, eth-
ical, religious, or nationalist association or familiarity. Though radicalization is uni-
versally associated with an ideology—typically one based in political causes—it is
less common for radicalism to emerge based on ideology alone, and personal factors
often have a strong role. The goals of radicalization may be to gain political recogni-
tion, change, or to enact a retribution for previous injustices.

Mr. Chairman, where a society has been attacked and violated, religion and re-
lated ideologies naturally becomes the nexus of community, social strength, and
unity. This emphasis on religion is a variable, as determined by other social factors
such as class, poverty, literacy, and (controversially) culture, as well as the par-
ticular aspects of religion which are cited as guiding in terms of ideology, philos-
ophy, and behavior.

Mr. Chairman, I am sure my colleagues on the other side of the aisle will likely
focus on what they interpret as the rise of radicalization and the recruitment of
“home grown” terrorist in the United States by eliciting testimony from Government
officials and experts on that subject. I am sure they will also use this hearing as
a basis for the expansion of the President’s domestic surveillance program and simi-
lar efforts that have recently come under fire by legal and political experts.

Mr. Chairman, it is in my opinion that rather than targeting Muslims, Arabs, and
other minority groups on the basis of stereotypes and subjecting them to repeated
stops and checks whenever they undergo security screening, the Government should
make greater use of empirical and verifiable evidence and technology to distinguish
innocent Muslims and others from known or suspected terrorists included on ter-
rorist watch list.

The danger posed by modern terrorists is real and Congress must understand the
scope and nature of the threat and exercise its authorities to the utmost in over-
seeing the Government’s response, holding our military, law enforcement, and intel-
ligence agencies accountable, and crafting sensible legislation that enhances security
while protecting the rights of innocent persons. But the security threat was no less
real during the first red scare and during the Cold War.

History tells us that conflating the expression of certain belief systems or even
hostile beliefs with threats to security only misdirects resources, unnecessarily vio-
lates the rights of the innocent, and unjustly alienates communities unfairly tar-
geted as suspicious.

People who commit acts of domestic terrorism cannot be identified by any reli-
gious, ideological, ethnic, economic, educational, or social profile, and holding hear-
ings that suggest otherwise is counterproductive to keeping America safe from real
terrorist threats.

In February 2010, Andrew Joseph Stack III of Texas flew a plane into an IRS
building in Austin leaving behind an anti-Government rant largely focused on
taxes.!

A lot of Americans oppose taxes, some vehemently, but this terrorist incident did
not lead to an investigation of all tax opponents.

In August 2003 the environmental group Earth Liberation Front reportedly
burned down a nearly completed $23 million apartment complex just outside San
Diego in protest of urban sprawl. Two years later the FBI declared eco-terrorists the
country’s biggest domestic terrorist threat.2 Even then authorities did not target all
those favoring environmental protection for investigation to root out “radicalized” in-
dividuals. Broadly targeting the entire American Muslim community for counterter-
rorism enforcement will make it more likely that law enforcement officials will mis-
understand the factual evidence surrounding risk factors for violence and focus their
investigative efforts on innocent Americans because of their religious beliefs rather

1Brick, Michael, Man Crashes Plane Into Texas L.R.S. Office, The New York Times (Feb. 18,
2010) available at Attp:/ /www.nytimes.com /[2010/02/19/us/19crash.html.

2Schorn, Daniel, Burning Rage, CBS News (November 13, 2005) available at http://
www.cbsnews.corn [ stories /2005/11 110/60minutes | main1036067.shtml.
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than on true threats to the community. As recently as last month, Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Janet Napolitano warned the House Homeland Security Committee
that the terrorist threat is at its highest level since 9/11. She told the committee
that the terrorist danger is evolving to include mostly westerners being recruited
by terrorist groups.

The House Intelligence Committee hearing during the same month focused on the
reauthorization of some USA Patriot Act surveillance programs and cyber security
threats—as well as the current terrorist threat level to the U.S. Chairman and
Members of the Committee allow us to focus on actual terrorist acts and those who
commit them. A fact-based investigation of historical events will likely be more suc-
cessful at providing a clear picture of the threats we face and the appropriate meth-
ods we need to employ to address them without violating the Constitutional rights
of innocent persons.

Thank you Mr. Chairman. I yield back the balance of my time.

STATEMENT OF HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

Let me say that today’s hearing has been a great Congressional theater, certainly
the equivalent of reality television. I'm just appalled at the fact that we have not
really gotten to a substantive conversation about how we define terrorism and how
we define the whole idea of radicalization.

I am really concerned that Chairman King has decided to look at the issue of
home-grown terrorism through a myopic lens that has directed its focus on one reli-
gious community, Muslim-Americans. I fail to see the objectives of this hearing
other than to further stigmatize and ostracize a community from whom we desire
cooperation. Homeland security is a vast subject matter, with many groups that
could be classified as homegrown terrorist in this nation. I believe we are actually
doing a great disservice to our citizens when we do not provide a more comprehen-
sive dialogue on this issue, which would include law enforcement officials and the
expert opinions on best practices for opening channels for cooperation and under-
standing. As a Brooklyn native who represents one of the most diverse districts in
the Nation, I can confidently state that this does not represent the instincts of most
New Yorkers.

Mr. Chairman, if I closed my eyes and just listened to the witnesses, I could draw
parallels to the experiences of some of the constituents in my district. I am not di-
minishing the experiences of today’s witnesses and what they and their families
have experienced because their experience is real, but I have parents in my district
that can sit and talk about their children being recruited and brainwashed into
criminal and violent activities. Their children are gang members.

I would like to ask Chairman King to add gang violence to the discussion of ter-
rorist extremists. Our Nation has not addressed gang violence which has become an-
other present terrorist threat in urban America. Many families in urban commu-
nities across this Nation live in fear of gun violence that continues to destroy lives.
The growing epidemic of violent gangs attributes to terrorism in many communities.
I submit to you that allowing this phenomenon to continue unabated is as much a
threat to our homeland as any other extremist activities.

Homegrown violent extremism is not the domain of any one group of people in
this Nation. The bloodshed, the lives that have been lost in Congressional districts
like mine across our country, even since I've been a Member of this committee, can
easily compare to lives lost in what has been termed terrorist attacks. So while I
can empathize with the challenges faced by these families, we can all point to in-
stances in our districts where families suffered loss of loved ones at the hands of
callous, senseless, cold-blooded killers. To me it is all a matter of homeland security.

Dr. Jasser talk about the elements of radicalization in existence, in Islam. There
are those same elements evident in Christianity and in Judaism. I know because
I represent all three faiths in my district. As someone who was directly impacted
by 9/11, and who has lived in a community where we respect every human being
regardless of their background, ethnicity, or religion, we should not be pointing fin-
gers at one another. We should take the approach of Sheriff Baca. The goal here
should be how do we address that suffering through communication, through dia-
logue, through enlightenment, which is where we need to be in the 21st Century.

Law enforcement agencies have done an extraordinary job in keeping our Nation
secure and strong. The cooperation between law enforcement agencies and the Mus-
lim community have helped to stop terrorist attacks. The New York Police Depart-
ment (NYPD) in my district has an extensive outreach to the Muslim community
that is positive. It is important to note that law enforcement agencies identified neo-
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Nazis, environmental extremists, and anti-tax groups as more prevalent than Mus-
lim terrorist organizations.

I proudly lend my voice as a dissenting view to the approach used at examining
homegrown terrorism. While Chairman King has every right to bring any subject
before the committee, it is my hope that our values rise above. We are a Nation
that values religious freedom and I hope that all on this committee and those at
home remember that.

STATEMENT OF HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

MARCH 10, 2011

Thank you, Chairman King.

Few Members on this committee experienced the events of 9/11 as traumatically
as the Chairman of this committee. Based on those experiences and the inception
of this House Committee, Chairman King and Ranking Member Thompson have
produced tangible results and because of that work, I made every effort to serve on
this committee to ensure that our Nation has the resources necessary to keep our
homeland secure.

Unfortunately, today as a Member, I vehemently oppose the approach this com-
mittee is taking in this hearing. I was born in the 1960’s, so in my elementary his-
tory classes we saw shocking films of American leaders in the ’40’s and ’50’s dis-
gracefully violating the principles of which this country was founded.

It was these sins of some forefathers that inspired me to want to run for Con-
gress. At the age of 6, I decided to choose a profession that would work to end dis-
crimination.

Discrimination is “the treatment or consideration of, or making a distinction in
favor of or against, a person or thing based on the group, class, or category to which
that person or thing belongs rather than on individual merit.”

When elected officials or public servants are sworn in for duty, included with the
oath is an understanding, not to abuse the power given. One definition of abuse of
power is the “improper use of authority by someone who has that authority because
he or she holds a public office.” I believe the narrow scope of this hearing is dis-
criminatory and demonstrates an abuse of power.

In our efforts to combat terrorism, we must be mindful of the implications of our
actions. This means enacting policies based on best practices and research rather
than focusing on stereotypes and xenophobic sentiments.

Additionally, the premise of this hearing fails to acknowledge all of the infamous
terrorists we have had in our Nation’s history that had nothing to do with Islam.
From Timothy McVeigh to Ted Kaczynski, the Unabomber, our history has shown
us that terrorism crosses many spectrums and ideologies. By focusing on only one
group of Americans and completely ignoring other groups, this committee is dan-
gerously impeding law enforcement’s efforts and unnecessarily endangering our Na-
tional security.

According to the Institute for Homeland Security Solutions, al-Qaeda and the Al-
lied movements were responsible for 26.7 percent of domestic terror attacks while
White Supremacists accounted for 23.3 percent. Thus, restricting this hearing for
the consideration of radicalization to Islam, and not equally of other groups, is
wrong.

The House Judiciary Committee and the House Energy and Commerce Committee
have not investigated other religious groups or their leaders for failing to cooperate
or for causing harm to children, so clearly this committee is setting a dangerous
precedent in treating one religious group differently than another and thereby call-
ing into question this committee’s actions and whether those actions are violating
this country’s laws and principles.

According to the Congressional Research Service, non-jihadist attacks outnumber
jihadist attacks by 30 to 3 since 9/11 and data suggests that that cooperation from
the Islamic community has helped law enforcement disrupt a significant amount of
all plots that has taken place since 9/11. These statistics highlight the importance
of working with communities through good relations and community-oriented polic-
ing.

However, by holding a hearing that alienates an entire community, this com-
mittee may be fundamentally undercutting our law enforcement’s relationship with
this community and making it that much harder to detect and thwart terrorist
plots. This is unfortunate since, as FBI Director Robert Mueller stated, “ . . . 99.9
percent of Muslim-Americans, Arab Americans, Sikh-Americans are every bit as pa-
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triotic and supportive of the United States as any others of us here in the United
States, and that has come out since September 11.”

I will close with a question I asked on February 9, last month in this room with
this committee, to the person I believe most qualified and who should be testifying
today, Michael Leiter, Director of National Counterterrorism Center:

“Ms. Richardson: What percentage of people being looked at [by your agency] for do-
mestic terror threats were Muslim?”

Mr. Leiter’s response was telling: “It is an absolutely tiny and minute percentage
of the Muslim population that is being looked at.”
Thank you and I yield back my time.

Chairman KING. Now I would like to welcome our first panel, the
gentleman from Michigan, the dean of the House, Congressman
John Dingell; the gentleman from Minnesota, Congressman Keith
Ellison; and the gentleman from Virginia, Congressman Wolf. I
don’t have to tell any of you. You know your entire written state-
ments will appear in the record. I would ask you to try to summa-
rize your statements at this time.

Now it is my privilege to ask Chairman Dingell to begin his testi-
mony.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN D. DINGELL, A REPRESENTATIVE
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN

Mr. DINGELL. I thank you and the Ranking Member Mr. Thomp-
son for your courtesy, and also the Members of the committee for
your kindness to me. This is a hearing which has great potential,
and I am very hopeful that, under your leadership and with the co-
operation of the Members of the committee, that good results will
have been achieved. There is reason for us to go into this question
of risk to our Nation, and that is, of course, one of the assigned
businesses of this particular committee.

For the record, I am John Dingell, Member of Congress from
Michigan’s 15th Congressional District. As you mentioned, I am the
dean of the House. I am engaged in the practice of being chair of
committees for many years and also in running investigative com-
mittees.

I represent a very polyglot, diverse Congressional district in
which we have all races, religions, and all parts of the world society
represented. I represent a very fine community of Muslim Ameri-
cans that I am here to tell you something which you know, and
that is they are loyal, decent, honorable Americans. They hold elec-
tive office. They have immigrated to our State from all parts of the
Middle East. They are Lebanese, Yemenese, Palestinian, Iraqi,
Egyptian amongst others, Iranians, and they come from all parts
of the world.

Muslim Americans are honorable citizens, loyal Americans, and
they are as much distressed as we are about what it is we see
going on. They are, as I mentioned, not only ordinary citizens, but
professionals, elected officials, members of the State legislature,
people who sit on the courts as judges, and persons who hold other
high offices in our society. They are almost without exception hon-
orable, loyal citizens. As I have indicated, they are distressed as
much as we are about the behavior of al-Qaeda and other threats
to their Nation, as we are to sharing their concerns about what is
of danger to our Nation.
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As I mentioned, for years I ran investigative committees. I kept
a picture of Joe McCarthy hanging on the wall so that I would
know what it was I did not want to look like, to do or to be. I be-
lieve that this committee going into these matters wisely, carefully
and well can achieve a fine result of alerting the Nation to the real
concern.

I would beg you, Mr. Chairman and the Members of the com-
mittee, to do what I know you are fully intent upon doing, and that
is to see to it that as we go into these matters, we do not blot the
good name or the loyalty or raise questions about the decency of
Arabs or Muslims or other Americans en masse. There will be plen-
ty of rascals that we can point out and say these are real dangers
to the Nation that we love and that we serve.

I want to tell you how much I appreciate your courtesy in per-
mitting me to be here this morning, and I know that you will see
to it, Mr. Chairman and the Members of the committee, that we
address the problems that we confront in terms of our National se-
curity in a fair, decent, thoughtful, and honorable fashion. I am
prepared to leave, then, this high responsibility to you with the as-
surances of my good wishes and support and, again, the hope that
people will understand what the purposes of this hearing should
be: To find where there is wrongdoing, danger, and risk to our
country, while at the same time not raising threats about the loy-
alty or the patriotism of important branches of our society who are
as loyal, decent, and good, thoughtful, and honorable Americans as
are all of us here present in this room. I thank you for your cour-
tesy, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman KING. Thank you, Chairman Dingell.

I have to admit that I still haven’t acclimated myself to seeing
you on the other side of the microphone. There were many years
when you were sitting here in the chairman’s chair.

Thank you for your testimony this morning.

Mr. DINGELL. It has been a long time. Thank you.

Chairman KiING. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Our next witness is Congressman Ellison from Minnesota. 1
would just add as a preface, I have no idea what Congressman Elli-
son is going to say. He and I have very divergent views on this
issue, but we try to maintain and we do very easily maintain a cor-
dial relationship. When Congressman Ellison spoke to me in mid-
December about the possibility of being at the hearing, I welcomed
his request. I am pleased to have him here today to certainly ex-
plain and discuss his version and his analysis of the crisis con-
fronting us today.

With that, I recognize the gentleman from Minnesota Mr. Elli-
son.

STATEMENT OF HON. KEITH ELLISON, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

Mr. ELLISON. Thank you, Chairman King, for allowing me to tes-
tify today.

Though the Chairman and I sometimes do disagree, including on
the aspects of this hearing, I appreciate his willingness to engage
in this dialogue.
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Let me also thank the Ranking Member, Ranking Member
Thompson, for his commitment to homeland security and civil
rights for all. It is a challenge to protect both security and liberty,
but Congressman Thompson seems to strike the right balance.

I would like to introduce Talat Hamdani, who is with us today.
She is the brave mother of Mohammad Salman Hamdani, a first
responder who died trying to rescue fellow Americans on 9/11.

I would like to make three points today, Mr. Chairman. First,
violent extremism is a serious concern to all Americans and is the
legitimate business of this committee. Second, this committee’s ap-
proach to this particular subject, I believe, is contrary to the best
of American values and threatens our security, or could potentially.
Finally, we need increased understanding and engagement with
the Muslim community in order to keep America safe.

Let me elaborate on my first point. Understanding the roots of
domestic terrorism is the legitimate business of the House Home-
land Security Committee. I share the Chairman’s concern about
violent extremism. I voted for the Violent Radicalization and
Homegrown Terrorism Prevention Act of 2010, authored by Rep-
resentative Jane Harman. This bill was a common-sense approach
to studying violent extremism in the United States. After gathering
more feedback from the community, I expect to introduce a similar
bill in the future.

I recently made a presentation sponsored by the Center for
American Progress called “Strengthening American Security: Iden-
tifying, Preventing, and Responding to Domestic Terrorism.” My
presentation there addressed causes of violent extremism and solu-
tions for prevention and intervention.

The safety of our families and communities is at stake in our dis-
cussion today. We should apply the utmost professionalism to this
issue, which leads me to my second point. We need to conduct a
thorough, fair analysis and to do no harm. The approach of today’s
hearing, I fear, does not meet these standards.

Today’s hearing is entitled “The Extent of Radicalization of the
American Muslim Community and That Community’s Response.” It
is true that specific individuals, including some who are Muslims,
are violent extremists; however, these are individuals, not entire
communities. Individuals like Anwar al-Awlaki, Faisal Shahzad,
Nidal Hasan do not represent the Muslim community. When you
assign their violent actions to the entire community, you assign col-
lective blame to a whole group. This is the very heart of stereo-
typing and scapegoating. This is the heart of my testimony today.

Ascribing evil acts of a few individuals to an entire community
is wrong. It is ineffective, and it risks making our country less safe.
Solutions to the scourge of domestic terrorism often emerge from
individuals from within the Muslim community, a point I address
later in my testimony; however, demanding a community response,
as the title of the hearing suggests, asserts that the entire commu-
nity bears responsibility for the violent acts of individuals.

Targeting of the Muslim American community for the actions of
a few is unjust. Actually, all of us, all communities, are responsible
for combating violent extremism. Singling out one community fo-
cuses our analysis in the wrong direction.
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Throughout human history, individuals from all communities
and faiths have used religion and political ideology to justify vio-
lence. Let us just think about the KKK, America’s oldest terrorist
organization; the Oklahoma City bombing; the shooting at the Hol-
ocaust Museum by James von Brunn; and bombings at Planned
Parenthood clinics. Did Congress focus on the ethnic group or reli-
gion of these agents of violence as a matter of public policy? The
answer is no.

Stoking fears about an entire group for political agenda is not
new in American history. During World War II, the United States
Government interned the Japanese Americans and spied on Ger-
man Americans. During John F. Kennedy’s Presidential campaign,
his opponents portrayed a dire future for an America with a Catho-
lic President. We now view these events of our past as a breach of
our treasured American values.

Let us talk about facts rather than stereotypes. In fact, a Muslim
American community rejects violent ideology. The RAND Corpora-
tion, a highly respected research organization, released a report
last year that states the following: “Given the low rate of would-
be violent extremists, about 100 amongst the estimated 3 million
American Muslims, suggests that the American Muslim population
femains hostile to Jihadist ideology and its exhortations to vio-
ence.”

At a Justice Department press conference just yesterday, Attor-
ney General Eric Holder said, “The Muslim community has contrib-
uted significantly to the resolution of many things that have re-
solved over the course of the last 12 to 18 months. Tips have been
received, information has been shared, has been critical to our ef-
fort to disrupt plots that otherwise might have occurred.”

The Muslim American community across the country actively
works with law enforcement officials, from dialogues with Attorney
General Eric Holder to community meetings with local police in
Minneapolis, recently tips from the Muslim American community
for two domestic terror plots, including the case of the Times
Square bomber and the Northern Virginia 5. Law enforcement offi-
cials depend upon those relationships. A recent report by the Mus-
lim Public Affairs Council stated that information provided by
Muslim Americans has helped to foil seven domestic terror plots
and 40 percent of all plots since 9/11. A 2011 study from Duke Uni-
versity Triangle Center on Terrorism reiterated that 40 percent of
the domestic terror plots that have been prevented with the aid of
Muslim American community. This cooperation with law enforce-
ment is rooted in relationships of trust, relationships we should
nurture.

A witness at today’s hearing, Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee
Baca, testified before the House Homeland Security subcommittee
last year. He said to effectively detect and manage extremists, po-
lice need to have trust and the understanding of the Muslim com-
munities who live within and outside the United States. Simply,
police need public participation.

As leaders, we need to be rigorous about our analysis of violent
extremism. Our responsibility includes doing no harm. I am con-
cerned that the focus of today’s hearing may increase suspicion of
the Muslim American community, ultimately making us all a little
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less safe. We have seen the consequences of anti-Muslim senti-
ment, from the backlash against the Park51 Muslim Community
Center to the hostilities against the Islamic Center in
Murfreesboro, Tennessee; to a threat of Koran burning in Gaines-
ville, Florida. Zoning boards in communities like DuPage, Illinois,
are denying permits to build mosques. At the height of the Park51
controversy, a man asked a cabby whether he was a Muslim. When
the cabby said, “As-salamu alaykum,” which means peace be unto
you, the individual stabbed him.

Denis McDonough, the President’s Deputy National Security Ad-
visor, recently spoke at the Adams Center at the All Dulles Amer-
ican Muslim Society. Mr. McDonough noted that al-Qaeda’s core re-
cruiting argument is that the West is at war with Islam. A chief
goal of our National security policy is to undermine this argument.
This requires active engagement with the Muslim community at
home and throughout the world. As President Obama said in his
Cairo speech, “Islam is not part of the problem in combating vio-
lent extremism. It is an important part of promoting peace.”

This brings me to my last point, and I will try to hurry, Mr.
Chairman, because I see the time. The best defense against ex-
treme ideologies is social inclusion and civic engagement. FBI
agent Ralph Bolter, head of the Minneapolis FBI, illustrates my
point. He led a large-scale probe into counterterrorism involving
local Somali Americans heading overseas to fight with terrorist or-
ganizations. He is now coming to the District of Columbia to be-
come the agency’s Deputy Assistant Director in Charge of Counter-
terrorism. Bolter’s strategy to fight extremism: The agency needs
to establish sincere relationships within the community. “We had
to be able to show people that they could trust me, trust us,” Bolter
said of the local community. FBI Agent Bolter, “showed a side to
the FBI that people don’t see,” said Minneapolis Police Chief Tim
Dolan. “They needed that. They needed a little more to make their
case, and it paid off because of the connections he made. People
came forward, and he became somebody that they were willing to
go to.”

Unfortunately, I fear that this hearing may undermine our ef-
forts in this direction. Recently on a news program, it was stated,
“How about the number of young Somali men who went to Somalia
and the imams and leaders in the Minneapolis Muslim community
who refused to cooperate at all? They were denying for a long time
that they had even left.” This sweeping statement regarding the
community I represent is inaccurate. Unfortunately, why weren’t
law enforcements from Minneapolis invited to testify before this
committee about the effective counterterrorism work that is going
on in Minneapolis today? I invite and would welcome such an invi-
tation.

In January, the Department of Homeland Security of the civil
rights and civil liberties convened a youth submit with Somali
American youth and law enforcement agencies in Minneapolis. The
event attracted over 100 people, including a U.S. attorney, 3 So-
mali American police officers, myself, several law enforcement and
security agencies. The meeting provided an opportunity for Somali
youth groups to learn more about the various roles and responsibil-
ities of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and to discuss
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community issues and concerns with Government representatives.
The meeting participants discussed ways in which Somali youth
and Government entities can improve communication.

Muslim Americans have been part of the American scene since
the Nation’s founding. A little-known fact is that Cedar Rapids,
Towa, is home to one of the oldest mosques in America. The Muslim
community is just like the rest of us. Muslims serve our Nation as
doctors, lawyers, teachers, business owners, cabdrivers, and even
Members of Congress. Muslim Americans live in every community
in America, and they are our neighbors. In short, they are us.
Every American, including Muslim Americans, suffered on 9/11.
Twenty-nine Muslims died at the World Trade Center. Three Mus-
lims died in hijacked airplanes, United flight 175 and American
flight 11. Muslims stood with the rest of America united in grief
and in a resolve to protect America. Along with Americans of all
faiths, Muslim Americans rushed in to save and rescue victims of
al-Qaeda’s terrorism.

Let me close with a true story, but remember that it is only one
of many American stories that could be told. Mohammad Salman
Hamdani was a 23-year-old paramedic, a New York City Police
cadet, and Muslim American. He was one of those brave first re-
sponders who tragically lost his life in the 9/11 terrorist attacks al-
most a decade ago. As the New York Times eulogized, he wanted
to be seen as an all-American kid. He wore No. 79 on the high
school football team at Bayside, Queens, where he lived. He was
called Sal by his friends. He became a research assistant at the
Rockefeller University and drove an ambulance part time. One
Christmas, he sang Handel’s Messiah in Queens. He saw all of the
Star Wars movies. It is well-known that his new Honda was the
one that read—with the Young Jedi license plates.

Mr. Hamdani bravely sacrificed his life trying to help others on
9/11. After the tragedy, some people tried to smear his character
solely because of his Islamic faith. Some people spread false rumors
and speculated that he was in league with the attackers because
he was a Muslim. But it was only when his remains were identified
that these lies were exposed. Mohammad Salman Hamdani was a
fellow American who gave his life for other Americans, and his life
should not be identified as just a member of an ethnic group or just
a member of a religion, but as an American who gave everything
for his fellow Americans.

I yield back.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chairman.

Chairman KING. I thank the gentleman for his testimony.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chairman.

Chairman KING. The gentlelady from Texas.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Parliamentary inquiry. Being moved by the
statement of Mr. Ellison, I am wondering whether or not you would
waive the rules of this committee to allow all Members to have
opening statements.

Chairman KING. No, I will not.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I think, Mr. Chairman, I would like to finish
my inquiry. I think because of the severity of this issue, and the
passion that is being expressed, and the concern for demonizing of
one group, that Members need to be on the record to be able to ex-
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press their view, their opposition or their support, for the format
and the structure of this hearing.

Chairman KING. Reclaiming my time. The regular rules of proce-
dure will be followed, and I recognize the gentleman from Virginia.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I object, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman KiING. I recognize the gentleman from Virginia Mr.
Wolf. Mr. Wolf has served long in the Congress. He has shown par-
ticular interest in this issue. His district has had several cases of
radicalization. I recognize Mr. Wolf.

STATEMENT OF THE HON. FRANK R. WOLF, A REPRESENTA-
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF VIRGINIA

Mr. WoOLF. Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to tes-
tify. I commend your leadership in holding these hearings, and I
will revise and summarize.

I have been following radical Islamic terrorism for nearly three
decades. In 1998, I authored the legislation creating the National
Commission on Terrorism, and highlighted the threat from Osama
bin Laden in my introductory remarks. I was the Chairman of the
House appropriations subcommittee that funds the FBI on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and worked closely with Director Mueller from
2002 to 2006 to transform its missions to deal with the terrorist
threat. I am again Chairman of that subcommittee and have re-
ceived regular briefings on terrorism, and visit the counterter-
rorism center quite often in northern Virginia about the new and
growing threat posed by domestic radicalization.

According to the Congressional Research Service, there have
been 43 homegrown dJihadist terrorist plots and attacks since 9/11,
including 22 plots or attacks since May 2009. As U.S. Government
officials, law enforcement and community leaders seek to combat
this emerging challenge, we must foster partnerships with peaceful
and law-abiding Americans of the Muslim faith.

Mr. Chairman, over the last 3 decades, I have seen first-hand the
violence and the repression against Muslims in many countries and
have spoken out in their defense in places such as Sudan,
Chechnya, Kosovo, and China. In Bosnia, I was one of the only
Members to visit a Muslim men’s prison camp run by the Serbs,
where I saw evidence of modern-day ethnic cleansing, and sup-
ported lifting the arms embargo so the Muslim population could de-
fend themselves in Bosnia and Sarajevo.

I am mindful of the important role that American Muslims play
today. They are teachers, doctors, policemen, and soldiers. They are
mothers, fathers, neighbors. They are patriotic Americans; some
have paid the ultimate price in service to their country. I am re-
minded of a young Pakistani-American that I had the privilege of
meeting at Walter Reed Hospital. He lost both legs in combat in
Iraq. He was a patriot who makes us proud, and he was a Muslim.

In my oversight of the Justice Department, including both in civil
rights and National security programs, I am mindful of the Govern-
ment’s responsibility to safeguard the rights of all Americans.
There have been instances in our Nation’s history, especially when
our country has been under attack, where the civil liberties of cer-
tain groups of people have been violated because other people were
afraid. This is inexcusable, but this is the exception and not the
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rule. Yet, Mr. Chairman, we cannot ignore the phenomenon of do-
mestic radicalization. It is a National security challenge that must
be confronted.

According to a recent report by respected counterterrorism ex-
perts Bruce Hoffman and Peter Bergen called “Assessing the Ter-
rorist Threat,” they said, “The American melting pot has not pro-
vided a firewall against the radicalization and the recruitment of
American citizens and residents, though it has arguably lulled us
into a sense of complacency that homegrown terrorism couldn’t
happen in the United States.” They went on to say, “By not taking
more urgently and seriously the radicalization and recruitment
that was actually occurring in the U.S., authorities failed to com-
prehend that this was not an isolated phenomenon. Rather, it indi-
cated the possibility that even an embryonic terrorist radicalization
and recruitment infrastructure had been established in the U.S.
homeland.”

Consider the following individuals who have been radicalized in
my State of Virginia, or I would even say here in northern Virginia.
In October 2010, Farooque Ahmed from Ashburn, Virginia, was ar-
rested for allegedly plotting attacks on the Washington Metro sys-
te]gll’ targeting stations to find times to kill as many people as pos-
sible.

In July 2010, Zachary Chesser, a graduate of Oakton High
School, was arrested in New York en route to join al-Shabaab in
Somalia. Chesser plead guilty to charges of providing material sup-
port to terrorists, communicating threats, and solicitation of crimes
of violence and was sentenced to 30 years.

In November 2009, five Muslim American teenagers from Fairfax
County were arrested in Pakistan attempting to join militant
Islamist organizations. They have been sentenced to 10 years in a
Pakistan prison.

In November 2009, Virginia native Army Major Nidal Hasan
killed 13 servicemen and women at Fort Hood, Texas. Hasan grew
up in Arlington, went to Wakefield High School, and later moved
to Roanoke.

In 2004, Abdul Rahman al Amoudi from Falls Church, Virginia,
was convicted on three charges of terrorist financing and conspiring
to assassinate Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah and was sentenced to
23 years in prison.

In 2003, Ahmed Omar Abu Ali, a northern Virginia resident and
the Islamic Saudi Academy’s 1999 valedictorian, was arrested in
Saudi Arabia and was later convicted in Federal district court in
Alexandria of conspiracy to commit terrorism, including a plot to
assassinate President Bush. He was sentenced to life in prison.

One also cannot overlook the prominent role that Anwar al-
Awlaki, an American citizen, played in northern Virginia during
his time preaching at a mosque in Falls Church, Virginia. This is
particularly noteworthy given his recruitment of the Fort Hood
shooter, the Christmas day bomber and the Times Square bomber.
Some experts say the internet is the conduit to which radical voices
like al-Awlaki corrupt minds, while others say it is the importation
of radical Wahhabism.

As we deal with the growing threat, it is troubling, Mr. Chair-
man, to see a group such as the Council on American-Islamic Rela-
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tions, commonly known as CAIR, attempt to stifle debate and ob-
struct cooperation with law enforcement. In June 2009, I spoke on
the House floor in great detail, laying out my concern about CAIR
and discussing the Holy Land Foundation case. The foundation and
five of its former organizers were found guilty of illegally funneling
more than $12 million to Hamas. We know Hamas is a terrorist
organization on the terrorist list by the European Union, by the
United States, and wants to destroy Israel. They are designated a
foreign terrorist organization. Among the unindicted co-conspira-
tors in the case was CAIR.

CAIR is routinely, and I believe mistakenly, elevated in the press
as the voice of mainstream American Muslims, and they have been
granted access to the highest levels of Government at times. Last
week during a hearing before my subcommittee, Attorney General
Eric Holder recognized CAIR’s, “troubled history,” he said, and FBI
Director Robert Mueller has suspended all non-investigative co-
operation with CAIR.

My concern about CAIR is not limited to its disturbing origins
and connections to terrorist financing. I am equally concerned
about CAIR’s role in attacking the reputations of any—attacking
the reputations of any—who dare to raise concerns about domestic
radicalization. A May 25, 2007, Wall Street Journal op-ed by
Tawfik Hamid, a former member of the terrorist organization, de-
scribed terrorists, “perhaps the most conspicuous organization to
persistently accuse opponents of Islamophobia.”

Additionally, in October 2008, the editorial page editor of the Co-
lumbus Dispatch spoke to CAIR’s bent on accusation as a means
of muzzling debate. They said, “For many years, CAIR has waged
a campaign to intimidate and silence anyone who raises alarms
about the danger of Islamic extremism. The group acts properly
when it hammers home the point that only a small number of Mus-
lims support religiously motivated violence and that targeting law-
abiding Muslims is wrong.” They went on to say, “Where CAIR errs
is in labeling anyone who discusses Islamic terrorism as a bigot
and hate-monger and Islamophobe, to use CAIR’s favorite slur.”

However, discourse is not all that CAIR seeks to silence. In many
cases its National and State chapter leaders actively dissuade
American Muslims from cooperating with law enforcement. After
dozens of Somalian Americans disappeared from the Minneapolis
area in 2009, CAIR attempted to drive a wedge between the Mus-
lim community and the FBI, which was seeking to track down the
missing men.

According to official estimates, at least 2 dozen Americans have
moved to Somalia in recent years to join the terrorist group al-
Shabaab, and roughly 10, 10 Americans who have gone there have
been killed in fighting or acts of terrorism while they have been
connected with al-Shabaab.

In January 2011, CAIR’s California chapter displayed an old
poster on its website which stated, “Build a wall of resistance.
Don’t talk to the FBI.” Although CAIR removed the poster once the
media reported on it, it reflects a larger and, I think, very troubling
pattern.

When the terrorism commission legislation was moving in 1998,
in CAIR’s own words they asked Muslims to contact leaders of the



22

House and Senate committee and urge them to amend or eliminate
the new legislation that would create a National commission on
terrorism. This was misguided, and fortunately it was not success-
ful. Regrettably, the Commission’s recommendations sent to Con-
gress in June 2000 were generally ignored until 9/11 when 3,000
people were killed, including more than 2 dozen—2 dozen—from
my Congressional district. Let me be clear, CAIR is counter-
productive, and it is hurting the American Muslim community. I
raise these concerns because if we are to successfully counter do-
mestic radicalization, law enforcement in particular will need the
active engagement of Muslim communities.

Mr. Chairman, I have a recommendation to address the chal-
lenge of domestic radicalization head on. I commend the FBI, and
Director Mueller, and all the men of the FBI, and men and women
of the FBI and our other services for the outstanding work that
they have done in intercepting would-be terrorists before their at-
tacks. But despite the FBI's success, the United States does not
have an effective or coherent policy to thwart radicalization. That
is why I will soon be introducing legislation to create a Team B to
bring fresh eyes to U.S. domestic radicalization and counterter-
rorism strategy. The team would represent a new approach which
focuses not just on connecting the dots of intelligence, but on re-
thinking the nature of threats to stay a step ahead and under-
standing how to break the radicalization and recruitment cycle that
sustains terrorism, how to disrupt the global terrorist network, and
how to strategically isolate it.

During the Ford administration, the CIA created a Team B com-
posed of outside experts to re-examine intelligence relating to So-
viet capabilities. Their conclusions were markedly different than
those of the agency officials. Many other assessments were used in
the Reagan administration to deal with the Soviets, ultimately
leading to the end of the Cold War. Today our intelligence commu-
nity and Federal law enforcement are so inundated with reports
and investigations that they do not have the capacity to step back
and strategically re-evaluate the threat before us. I believe a Team
B would provide a tremendous service in making recommendations
on how we could disrupt domestic radicalization.

I was working closely with former Congresswoman Jane Harman
on a bipartisan proposal before she retired to leave to go to the
Woodrow Wilson Institute. For over a year I have repeatedly writ-
ten the administration, urging them to implement this proposal.
They have not.

Mr. Chairman, I urge your support of this legislation and thank
you again for the opportunity to testify. I strongly believe that your
hearings will provide the Congress with a starting point for a new
dialogue about fighting extremism and radicalization. We cannot
afford to be silent. I am reminded of the song by Simon and
Garfunkel, The Boxer, that says, “Man hears what he wants to
hear, but disregards the rest.” We cannot disregard the issue of
radicalization in our country. Your hearings can provide a produc-
tive forum for a much-needed dialogue about domestic
radicalization, and I want to thank you very much for your leader-
ship.
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Chairman KING. Thank you, Chairman Wolf, for your testimony.
We look forward to considering your legislation. I thank you.
[The information follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. FRANK R. WOLF

MARCH 10, 2011

Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to testify this morning on such an
important issue. I commend you for your leadership in holding these hearings.

I have been concerned about and been following the issue of radical Islamic ter-
rorism for nearly 3 decades. I visited the Marine barracks in Lebanon following the
1983 bombing that killed 241 American servicemen.

I closely followed the issue of terrorism with the first attack on the World Trade
Center in 1993 and throughout the 1990s with the deadly attacks against our em-
bassies in Tanzania and Kenya, where yet another of my constituents was killed.

As a result, in 1998 I authored legislation creating the National Commission on
Terrorism, also known as the Bremer Commission, and highlighted the threat from
Osama bin Laden in my introductory remarks—years before many in our Govern-
ment fully understood the danger he posed. I will submit a copy of that statement
for the record.

I was the Chairman of the House Appropriations subcommittee that funds the
FBI and Justice Department on September 11, 2001, and I worked closely with Di-
rector Mueller and his leadership team from 2002-2006 to transform its mission to
deal with the terrorist threat.

I am now again Chairman of that subcommittee and receive regular briefings on
terrorism and the new and growing threat posed by domestic radicalization and fre-
quently visit the National Counterterrorism Center, which is located in my district.

According to the Congressional Research Service, there have been 43 “homegrown
jihadist terrorist plots and attacks since 9/11,” including 22 plots or attacks since
May 2009.

As U.S. Government officials, law enforcement, and community leaders seek to
understand and combat this emerging challenge, we must foster partnerships with
peaceful and law-abiding Americans of the Muslim faith and not allow their voices
to be drowned out.

Mr. Chairman, over the last three decades I have seen first-hand the violence and
repression against Muslims in many countries and spoken out in their defense.

In Sudan, I led the first Congressional delegation to Darks, where nearly all of
the victims of the genocide are Muslim.

In Chechnya, I was the only Member of Congress to visit during the fighting in
1995 and I condemned the violence against the largely Muslim population.

In Bosnia, I was one of the only Members to visit Muslim men in a Serb-run pris-
oner-of-war camp where I saw evidence of modern-day ethnic cleansing and sup-
ported lifting the arms embargo so the Muslim population could defend themselves.

In Kosovo, I visited five times in the 1990s and I spoke out for the bombing cam-
paign to stop Serbian atrocities against Muslims in Kosovo, and helped the Muslim
refugee population as they fled Kosovo and poured into Kukes, Albania.

In China, I was one of the first Members to raise concerns about the persecution
of Muslims.

Further, I was the author of the International Religious Freedom Act, which cre-
ated the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom as well as the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Office at the State Department.

Central to the act was the assertion that “freedom of religious belief and practice
is a universal human right and fundamental freedom.”

I am also very mindful of the important role that American Muslims play in the
United States today. They are teachers, doctors, policemen, and soldiers. They are
mothers, fathers, and neighbors. They are patriotic Americans.

They have taken advantage of the opportunity this country provides for people of
every background—and some have paid the ultimate price to protect our freedoms
in service to their country.

I am reminded of a young Pakistani American that I had the privilege of meeting
during one of my visits to Walter Reed Hospital in recent years. He was in the
midst of his physical therapy—therapy that was necessary because he had lost both
of his legs while in combat in Iraq.

He was a patriot who makes us proud—and he was Muslim.
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In my oversight of the Justice Department, including both its civil rights and Na-
tional security programs, I am always mindful of the Government’s responsibility
to safeguard the rights of all Americans.

My grandparents immigrated to America from Germany at the beginning of the
twentieth century. Even though my grandparents were both native German speak-
ers, when World War I broke out my grandmother decided that from that day for-
ward only English would be spoken in their home.

I share this bit of personal history to illustrate that I am cognizant of the chal-
lenges facing new immigrants, especially during times of war. My German family
was sensitive about how some people may have viewed them, so we who are not
M(lilslim have to be understanding of feelings of sensitivity in the Muslim community
today.

There have been instances in our Nation’s history, especially when our country
has been under attack, where the civil liberties of certain groups of people have
been violated because other people were afraid. This is inexcusable.

But this is the exception, not the rule.

Our experiment in self-governance has been marked by an unwavering commit-
ment to basic freedoms for all people, among them the right to worship according
to the dictates of one’s conscience. Many American Muslims left countries where
such freedom is unimaginable.

Yet we cannot ignore the phenomenon of domestic radicalization. It is a National
security challenge that must be confronted.

According to a recent report by respected counterterrorism experts Bruce Hoffman
and Peter Bergen called “Assessing the Terrorist Threat”:

“The American ‘melting pot’ has not provided a firewall against the radicalization
and recruitment of American citizens and residents, though it has arguably lulled
us into a sense of complacency that homegrown terrorism couldn’t happen in the

United States . . . By not taking more urgently and seriously the radicalization
and recruitment that was actually occurring in the U.S., authorities failed to com-
prehend that this was not an isolated phenomenon . . . Rather, it indicated the

possibility that even an embryonic terrorist radicalization and recruitment infra-
structure had been established in the U.S. homeland.”

For generation upon generation, people of all cultures, races, and religions have
immigrated to the United States to build a better life for their families.

In doing so, some of the newest Americans became our strongest patriots—espous-
ing and renewing our most cherished American values. However, as Hoffman and
Bergen note, the “melting pot” model has been insufficient in recent years to combat
radicalization and recruitment trends among our own citizens. This has been true
even in my own State.

Consider the following individuals who have been radicalized in northern Virginia
alone over the last several years:

e In October 2010, Farooque Ahmed from Ashburn, Virginia, was arrested for al-
legedly plotting attacks on the Washington Metro system—targeting Metro sta-
tions to find optimal times to kill as many innocent people as possible.

e In July 2010, Zachary Chesser, graduate of nearby Oakton High School, was ar-
rested in New York en route to join al Shabaab in Somalia. Late last year,
Chesser plead guilty to charges of providing material support to terrorists, com-
municating threats, and soliciting crimes of violence and was sentenced to 30
years in prison.

e In November 2009, five American Muslim teenagers from Fairfax County, Vir-
ginia, were arrested in Pakistan attempting to join militant Islamist organiza-
tions. They have been sentenced to 10 years in a Pakistan prison.

e In November 2009, Virginia native Army Major Nidal Hassan attacked Fort
Hood in Texas and has been charged with the shooting deaths of 13 servicemen
and women and civilians. Hassan was a graduate of Virginia Tech and grew up
in Arlington and Roanoke, Virginia.

e In 2004, Abdul Rahman Al-Amoudi from Falls Church, Virginia was convicted
on three charges of terrorist financing and conspiring to assassinate Saudi
Crown Prince Abdullah and was sentenced to 23 years in jail.

e In 2003, Ahmed Omar Abu Ali—northern Virginia resident and the Islamic
Saudi Academy’s 1999 valedictorian—was arrested in Saudi Arabia, and was
later convicted in Federal District Court in Alexandria of conspiracy to commit
terrorism, including a plot to assassinate President Bush. He was sentenced to
life in prison.

There are many more examples from around the country. I will submit for the

record a full list provided by the Congressional Research Service of terrorist attacks
committed by radicalized Muslim Americans.
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One also cannot overlook the prominent role that Anwar Aulaqi played in north-
ern Virginia during his time preaching at a mosque in Falls Church—just a few
miles from Capitol Hill.

This is particularly noteworthy given Aulaqi’s emergence as a leader of al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula and his recruitment of the Fort Hood shooter, the Christ-
mas day bomber, and the Times Square bomber.

Aulaqi has emerged as a driving force in the recruitment of would-be terrorists
living in the United States and Europe.

Last year, Aulaqi publicly praised these alleged terrorists and called for further
attacks against American civilians—and Aulaqi is an American citizen.

It is somewhat unclear by what means these domestic extremists are being
radicalized. Some experts say that the internet is the conduit through which radical
voices, like Aulaqi, corrupt minds. Other experts say it’s the importation of radical
Wahabiism.

However, as we deal with this growing threat, it is troubling to see a group such
as the Council on American-Islamic Relations, commonly known as CAIR, attempt
to stifle debate and even obstruct cooperation and communication with law enforce-
ment officials.

On June 12, 2009, I spoke on the House floor for nearly an hour laying out in
great detail my concern about CAIR. In my remarks I explored the Holy Land Foun-
dation case.

One agency that comes before my subcommittee is the FBI, which was intimately
involved in a lengthy investigation culminating in the Holy Land Foundation and
five of its former organizers, being convicted in November 2008 on charges, and I
quote a Department of Justice press release, “of providing material support to
Hamas, a designated foreign terrorist organization.”

Hamas is recognized by the United States and the European Union as a terrorist
organization. It is publicly committed to the destruction of Israel. Its 1988 covenant
s}ellys, “The Day of Judgment will not come about until Moslems fight Jews and kill
them.”

Among the unindicted co-conspirators in the Holy Land Foundation case was
CAIR, which over the last several years has been granted access to the highest lev-
els of the U.S. Government. The organization is routinely, and I believe mistakenly,
elevated in the press as the voice of mainstream American Muslims.

Last week during a hearing before my subcommittee, Attorney General Eric Hold-
er recognized CAIR’s “troubled history” and FBI Director Robert Mueller has sus-
pended all non-investigative cooperation with CAIR.

In an April 28, 2009, letter to Senator Jon Kyl, which I submit for the record,
the FBI reported that during the Holy Land Foundation trial, “evidence was intro-
duced that demonstrated a relationship among CAIR, individual CAIR founders (in-
cluding its current President Emeritus and its Executive Director), and the Pales-
tinian Committee. Evidence was also introduced that demonstrated a relationship
between the Palestinian Committee and Hamas . . . In light of that evidence, the
FBI suspended all formal contacts between CAIR and the FBI.”

Several other elected officials have raised concerns about CAIR, among them Sen-
ator Charles Schumer, Senator Richard Durbin, and Senator Barbara Boxer.

My concern about CAIR is not limited to its disturbing origins and connections
to terrorist financing. I am equally concerned about CAIR’s role in attacking and
seeking to destroy the reputations of any who dare to raise issues of concern about
domestic radicalization. This should give us pause.

In a May 25, 2007, Wall Street Journal op-ed, Tawik Hamid wrote, “In America,
perhaps the most conspicuous organization to persistently accuse opponents of
Islamophobia is the Council on American Islamic Relations.”

This is particularly interesting coming from Hamid, an Islamic reformer and one-
time Islamic extremist from Egypt, who was a member of the terrorist Islamic orga-
nization Jemaah Islamiya with Dr. Aiman Al-Zawaherri, who later became the sec-
ond in command of al-Qaeda,

Additionally, in October 2008, the editorial page editor of the The Columbus Dis-
patch spoke to CAIR’s bent toward accusation as a means of muzzling debate:

“For many years, CAIR has waged a campaign to intimidate and silence anyone who
raises alarms about the dangers of Islamic extremism. CAIR’s rationale is that dis-
cussions of Islamic extremism lead to animosity not just toward those who twist
Islam into a justification for terrorism but toward all who practice Islam. CAIR’s
concern is understandable, but its response is unreasonable. The group acts properly
when it hammers home the point that only a small number of Muslims support reli-
giously motivated violence and that targeting law-abiding Muslims is wrong. Where
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CAIR errs is in labeling anyone who discusses Islamic terrorism a bigot and
hatemonger, an Islamophobe, to use CAIR’s favorite slur.”

However, discourse is not all that CAIR seeks to silence. In many cases, its Na-
tional and State chapter leaders actively dissuade American Muslims from cooper-
ating with Federal law enforcement.

For example, after dozens of Somali Americans disappeared from the Minneapolis
area in 2009, CAIR attempted to drive a wedge between the Muslim community and
the FBI, which was attempting to track down the missing men.

According to official estimates, at least two dozen Americans have moved to Soma-
lia in recent years to join the transnational terrorist group al Shabaab.

Approximately 10 of these men have been killed in fighting or acts of terrorism.

Fearing for members of their community, Somali Americans in Minneapolis re-
pelled CAIR’s efforts and held a public protest in June 2009 to speak out about
CAIR’s activities. I enclose a Minneapolis Star Tribune article for the Record.

In January 2011, CAIR’s California chapter found an old poster and displayed it
on its website stating, “Build a wall of resistance. Don’t talk to the FBL.” I brought
an enlarged copy of this poster with me today.*

This is a telling example of how CAIR has sought to prevent individuals from co-
operating with law enforcement—or at the very least to present themselves as the
only legitimate channel for doing so.

Although CAIR removed the poster once the media started reporting on it, it re-
flects a larger troubling pattern.

When the terrorism commission legislation was moving in 1998, in CAIR’s own
words, they “asked Muslims to contact leaders of a House-Senate conference com-
mittee and urge them to amend or eliminate new legislation that would create a
National Commission on Terrorism.”

This was a misguided lobbying effort at best. Fortunately, it was unsuccessful and
the bipartisan commission was authorized to conduct its work.

A Congressional Research Service report described the main finding of the com-
mission this way: “It calls on the U.S. Government to prepare more actively to pre-
vent and deal with a future mass casualty, catastrophic terrorist attack.” Regret-
tably, the commission’s recommendations, sent to Congress in June 2000, were gen-
erally ignored until after the attacks on 9/11, when 3,000 people were killed, includ-
ing more than 2 dozen from my Congressional district.

Let me be clear: CAIR is counter-productive and is hurting the American Muslim
community.

I raise these concerns because I believe that if we are to successfully counter do-
mestic radicalization, law enforcement in particular will need the active engagement
of Muslim communities. Dr. Hedieh Mirahmadi, president and founder of WORDE
and co-chair of the first ever all female Islamic Law Council, recently wrote in the
Christian Science Monitor, “At the end of the day, we need to address the core prob-
lem of radicalization in America’s backyard. The importance of creating lasting part-
nerships with moderate Muslim communities cannot be overemphasized.”

Mr. Chairman, I have a recommendation to address the challenge of domestic
radicalization head on. I believe that we must take a fresh look at how we can
thwart domestic radicalization—because it is clear that current efforts have been
unsuccessful.

I want to commend the FBI and Director Mueller for their exceptional work in
intercepting would-be terrorists before their attacks. They work tirelessly to protect
our country and their record over the last decade speaks for itself. But despite the
FBI’s success at disrupting plots under way, the United States does not have an ef-
fective or coherent policy to defeat radicalization.

That is why I will be introducing legislation soon that would create a “Team B”
to bring fresh eyes to U.S. domestic radicalization and counterterrorism strategy.
The team would represent a new approach, which focuses not just on connecting the
dots of intelligence, but to rethink the nature of threats to stay a step ahead in un-
derstanding how to break the radicalization and recruitment cycle that sustains ter-
rorism, how to disrupt the global terrorist network and how to strategically isolate
it.

During the Ford Administration, then-CIA director George H-W. Bush created a
“Team B” composed of outside experts to re-examine intelligence relating to Soviet
capabilities. Their conclusions were markedly different than those reached by agen-
cy officials. Many of their assessments were used in the Reagan administration to
deal with the Soviets—ultimately leading to the end of the Cold War.

*Included as an attachment to Chairman Peter T. King’s prepared statement.
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Today, our intelligence community and Federal law enforcement are so inundated
with reports and investigations that they do not have the time or capacity to step
back and strategically re-evaluate the threat before us.

I believe a “Team B” would provide a tremendous service to both the agencies and
the Congress in making recommendations on how we can disrupt domestic
radicalization.

For more than a year, I have written numerous letters to the President and mem-
bers of his National security team urging them to implement this proposal. They
have not.

As Bruce Hoffman wrote, “One important yet currently languishing Congressional
initiative that would help counter this strategy is Representative Frank Wolf’s pro-
posal to institutionalize a ‘red team’ or ‘Team B’ counterterrorist capability as an
essential element of our efforts to combat terrorism and in the war against al-
Qaeda.”

I believe this would be a constructive step and I urge your support of this legisla-
tion. I was working closely with former Congressman Jane Harman on this proposal
before she left the House to lead the Woodrow Wilson Center.

Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you again for the opportunity to testify this morn-
ing. I strongly believe that your hearings will provide the Congress with a starting
point for a new dialogue about fighting extremism and radicalization.

We cannot afford to be silent. I am reminded of the song by Simon and Garfunkel,
“The Boxer,” which includes the lyric: “Man hears what he wants to hear, but dis-
regards the rest.”

We cannot disregard the issue of radicalization in our country.

Your hearings can provide a productive forum for a much-needed dialogue about
domestic radicalization. Thank you for your leadership.
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Chairman KiING. The panel is dismissed.

I would now invite the witnesses on the second panel to be seat-
ed at the witness table for your testimony. Let me again thank
each of the four witnesses for being here today, for giving us their
valuable time, their input, and their varying views. But all that,
I believe, is essential as we go forward, and I look forward to the
testimony.

Our first witness today, Dr. Zuhdi Jasser, is the president and
founder of the American Islamic Forum for Democracy. A devout
Muslim, Dr. Jasser founded AIFD in the wake of the 9/11 attacks
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in the United States as an effort to provide an American Muslim
voice advocating for the preservation of the founding principles of
the United States Constitution.

I must say, as a Member of Congress, I remember Dr. Jasser
when he was here. He is a respected physician and a former mem-
ber of the United States Navy, and he actually worked in the At-
tending Physician’s Office here in the United States Capitol. For
better or worse, he kept us healthy. Some of our constituents may
not be too happy about that. But he did a great job of keeping us
very healthy.

Again, I appreciate you being here today.

The gentleman is recognized. Dr. Jasser.

STATEMENT OF M. ZUHDI JASSER, M.D., PRESIDENT AND
FOUNDER, AMERICAN ISLAMIC FORUM FOR DEMOCRACY

Dr. JAsserR. Thank you, Chairman King, Ranking Member

Thompson.
1Cha})rman KiING. Doctor, could you put on the microphone there,
please’

Dr. JASSER. Thank you. Thank you Chairman King, Ranking
Member Thompson, distinguished Members of the committee, for
seeking my testimony on what I feel is the most important threat
to American security in the 21st century.

As Chairman King said, I come to you as a devout Muslim and
somebody who is very concerned about our country, and not only
its polarization, but its paralysis in dealing with this problem. We
formed an organization to address this, but yet we have not been
ablle to move even one step forward significantly because of that pa-
ralysis.

One camp on the polarization refuses to believe that any Muslim
could be radicalized; and yet we see, as we have discussed here,
until now a significant increase in the number, an exponential in-
crease in the number of radicalized Muslims that may not be from
within our communities that we know, but are Muslims nonethe-
less. On the other side of the polarity are those that feel that Islam
is the problem and they want to label Muslims as all one collective
and really are seeking no solutions.

I think in the majority, in the middle, is moderate America that
is looking for a solution, and I think these hearings are an oppor-
tunity for Muslims to address that solution.

Let me be clear and state up front that unequivocally for the
record the United States has a significant problem with Muslim
radicalization. Listen, I am Muslim, and I realize it is my problem
and I need to fix it, and that is what I am trying to do.

It is unfortunate that you have some of the best work on
radicalization being done by non-Muslims, like the NYPD report on
radicalization. Most Muslim groups condemn that report, when in
fact we Muslims should have been doing that report. Let me also
state clearly it is a problem that we can only solve. Christians,
Jews, non-Muslims cannot solve Muslim radicalization. So yes,
there may be other types of violent extremism, but that cannot be
solved by non-Muslims.

So we can close our eyes and pretend it doesn’t exist; we can call
everybody a bigot or an Islamaphobe if they even talk about it, but
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you are not going to solve the problem, and the problem is increas-
ing exponentially.

What I hope that we can discuss is get beyond this blind concept
of violent extremism. It is a final step, but radicalization is a con-
tinuum. Cooperation is a continuum. I personally never knew a
Muslim that wouldn’t report somebody about to blow something up
or commit an act of violence. But that is a final step on a con-
tinuum of radicalization.

I believe there are small elements but significant elements of ide-
ology within our community that is radicalizing, based on the iden-
tification—the lack of identification and the separatism and the
disenfranchisement of certain Muslims from this society that
makes them not bond, makes them not trust the Government,
makes them distrust the FBI, and creates a culture of a lack of co-
operation. That is what we need your help in solving.

America’s current paradigm is failing. I am a physician. I was
trained as a physician. Patients come in, they have three or four
symptoms. Typically they have one diagnosis. They don’t come in
with three symptoms and three diagnoses.

So when we look at the problem of radicalization, we have to re-
alize that the panoply of excuses that are given—our foreign policy,
our domestic policy, all this kind of stuff—those will never run out.
At the end of the day it is a moral corruption within a certain seg-
ment that is using our religion, hijacking it for a theopolitical
movement that is not only domestic, but it is global.

The reason I am here today and taking the time away from my
family and my work to do that, to be here with you, is because we
are failing. We are not addressing this. We are so much soaking
up the bandwidth of the discussion in this country on this with vic-
timization that we are not addressing the core problem and the
root cause.

Yet these halls, this Government was based on discussing reli-
gious diversity. Our Founding Fathers, our establishment clause,
was based on being able to have discussions that were functional
on religion. But yet once a movement, a threat, hijacks religion, we
seem to become completely dysfunctional and we get histrionics
and we can’t even talk about it. I hope we can move beyond that.

I fear for the legacy that my children will have because I want
them to be able to have the gift, just like I got from my parents,
that felt American the first minute they stepped off the plane when
they came from the oppression of Syria and they understood that
they could practice their faith, their beautiful faith of Islam more
freely here than they could anywhere else in the world. Why? Be-
cause this Government is not under one faith. It is under God, and
it is based on liberty.

These are the principles. Just as Prime Minister Cameron said,
we can’t continue to play defense. We need a muscular liberalism.
So far our tax money, our resources, have been squandered. We
have continued to play defense. Until we have an ideological of-
fense into the Muslim communities, domestically and globally, to
teach liberty, to teach the separation of mosque and state, you are
not going to solve this problem, we are not going to solve it.

I am not saying that you can solve theology. You shouldn’t be
solving theology. That is my problem. But we need to build public-
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private partnerships to build platforms where you can advocate for
the laws of the Constitution that are universal human rights, that
are based in the equality of men and women, the equality of all
faiths before law.

These are principles that certain pockets of Islamic law, Islamic
legalisms within systems in this country and outside, are advo-
cating that are in contradiction with our Government, with our so-
ciety, and end up radicalizing on a continuum, end up creating a
culture of lack of cooperation. Until you treat that diagnosis, what
I call political Islam, spiritual Islam will continue to suffer, our
faith community will suffer, and this country’s security will con-
tinue to suffer.

The current groups that have been speaking on our behalf I
think have been failing. They may be well-intended about civil
Fglhts, but their apologetics, their dismissals, have been completely
ailing.

I think if you look at Nidal Hasan, he didn’t become radical over-
night. If you look at his resume, it is frighteningly similar to mine.
Yet something happened in him over years. Over years. You can’t
just blame Awlaki. Awlaki himself, before he became a radicalizer,
was being radicalized somewhere, and he was giving sermons in
mosques in Denver and San Diego and Northern Virginia. When
you talk to certain leaders in the Muslim community, they say: Oh,
all of a sudden, we don’t know what happened, he became violent.

That is not the way it works. Pathology creeps up over time and
there is, just as we see in alcoholism, there are enablers. The ena-
bling that has been happening in some of our—not all, and not
even a majority—has been I think significantly causing a progres-
sion of this problem, and that is why we are not treating it and
getting better.

Chairman KiING. Dr. Jasser, if you could try to conclude in 30
seconds, please.

Dr. JASSER. Yes, sir. So ultimately we need solutions. Our organi-
zation has created a Muslim Liberty Project that looks at
inoculating Muslims with the ideas of liberty, giving them the em-
powerment to counter imams, to feel that they can represent their
own faith. We have a retreat coming in the next month to bring
Muslims in from all over the country to begin that retreat process.

This is our homeland, and we want to set this aside to begin, if
you will, a counter-jihad, an offense to counter the ideas that I
think are the best way to use our resources as a Nation and to re-
member that the freedoms that we have don’t come with a cheap
price and we need to give back. That the solution ultimately to fear
Muslims, if it exists, is for Americans to see Muslims leading the
charge against radical Islam.

Thank you.

Chairman KING. Thank you, Dr. Jasser.

[The statement of Dr. Jasser follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF M. ZUHDI JASSER, M.D.

MARCcH 10, 2011

Thank you Chairman King, Ranking Member Thompson, distinguished Members
of the committee, for seeking my testimony on what I feel is the most important
threat to American security in the 21st Century, Islamist Radicalization.
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My name is Dr. M. Zuhdi Jasser and I am the president and founder of the Amer-
ican Islamic Forum for Democracy. I sit before you a proud, devout, American Mus-
lim whose country is polarized on its perceptions of Muslims and the radicalization
that occurs within our communities. One camp refuses to believe any Muslim could
be radicalized living in blind multiculturalism, apologetics, and denial, and the
other camp believes all devout Muslims and the faith of Islam are radicalized . . .

Between these two polarities is a reasoned, pragmatic approach focused on solu-
tions that recognizes the beauty of one of the world’s great religions, while also ac-
knowledging the existence within of a dangerous internal theo-political domestic and
global ideology that must be confronted—Islamism.

I hope that these hearings are the beginning of a rational National conversation
about those solutions.

Our Forum was founded in the wake of the devastating attacks of September 11.
For me it is a very personal mission to leave my American Muslim children a legacy
that their faith is based in the unalienable right to liberty and to teach them that
the principles that founded America do not contradict their faith but strengthen it.
Our founding principle is that I as a Muslim am able to best practice my faith in
a society like the United States that guarantees the rights of every individual blind
to faith with no governmental intermediary stepping between the individual and the
creator to interpret the will of God. Because of this, our mission is to advocate for
the principles of the Constitution of the United States of America, liberty, and free-
dom and the separation of mosque and state. We believe that this mission from
within the “House of Islam” is the only way to inoculate Muslim youth and young
adults against radicalization. The “Liberty narrative” is the only effective counter
to the “Islamist narrative”.

Some have criticized these proceedings saying it is not the Government’s role to
do that. As I sit here in the people’s House, I am reminded that we are a Govern-
ment of the people whose entire foundation, our Constitution, our Bill of Rights, and
especially the Establishment clause, rested on the ability of our citizenry to have
open dialogue about any issue affecting our society probably most important of
which was religious freedom.

Yet as we have seen with the lead up to these hearings, we are barely able to
come together to have an open discussion of the problem. This is not a left versus
right issue or a case of infringement on the rights of a minority. This needs to be
a serious assessment of the threat posed to our National security. The course of
Muslim radicalization in the United States over the past 2 years makes it exceed-
ingly difficult for anyone to assert with a straight face that in America we Muslims
do not have a radicalization problem.

From my perspective in our years of work of reform at the American Islamic
Forum for Democracy and a lifetime of dedication to America, my faith, and my
family, I see radicalization as my problem and as a Muslim I am not offended 1if
you tell me that. In the end countering radicalization should be the obsession of
every Muslim because if we do not what will be our legacy for our children?

So I come to you as a devout Muslim, and to give you a so far little-heard view-
point from that Islamic space, that shows our “diversity”. Those that have been
struggling to get our leadership in mosques to reform and do the heavy lifting of
modernization and enlightenment have been faced with too many obstacles inside
and outside the Muslim community.

We need to create a deeply rooted theological identification with this society and
especially with the American legal system and the American identity. All of our se-
curity hangs in the balance of this reform, this Islamic enlightenment process. Only
Muslims can figure out how to get our young adults to identify with secular western
society and its ideas. Multiculturalism—political correctness—has prevented true
ideological assimilation through the challenging or confrontation of certain Muslim
theo-political ideas that conflict with universal human rights and our democracy.

Prime Minister David Cameron addressed this in a very important speech he gave
on February 5, 2011 at the Munich Security Conference that I have attached as Ap-
pendix 1.

I am a physician and as one, I know when a patient comes in with many different
symptoms, we are trained that they almost always have one unifying diagnosis that
causes their illness. The radicalization of our youth is not due to the litany of non-
Muslim excuses. This cancer within an otherwise vibrant beautiful faith is at its
core an identity problem that can only be resolved with Islamic reform—toward mo-
dernity and the separation of mosque and state.

So many of the Muslim groups in the United States that are “leading” our com-
munities allow these groups to define our identity only through religion and not by
Americanism. To them faith is not personal it is a political collectivist movement.
I learned growing up in Wisconsin that my family came here more to learn from
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American values and assimilate those into our consciousness rather than coming
here to evangelize any Islamic ideals. My concern is that too many Muslim Amer-
ican groups who dominate the discourse currently have the opposite mindset one of
bringing Islam to America. That mindset is not one of humility but rather
supremacism and it feeds radicalization.

Every Muslim I know would report a violent act about to happen and try to pre-
vent it from happening. Anti-terror work includes a great number of American Mus-
lim heroes as our Attorneys General and FBI Director have repeatedly stated. But
the issue is not violence or reporting violence when it comes to cooperation. When
we speak about “cooperation of Muslims with law enforcement”, what is more impor-
tant is the growing culture of driving Muslims away from cooperation, partnership,
and identity with our Nation and its security forces. Our civil rights should be pro-
tected and defended, but the predominant message to our communities should be
attachment, defense, and identification with America not alienation and separation.

Too many so-called Muslim leadership groups in America, like the Council on
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) or Muslim Advocates, have specifically told Mus-
lims across the Nation, for example, not to speak to the FBI or law enforcement un-
less they are accompanied by an attorney. Rather than thanking the FBI for fer-
reting out radicals within our community, they have criticized sting operations as
being “entrapment”—a claim that has not stood the test of anti-terrorism court
cases since 9/11. Informants end up being showcased as bad apples and subjects of
lawsuits rather than patriots. While individual rights must always be protected, op-
erations like the FBI conducted in December 2010 in Portland, OR are common
place in other types of cases such as drug enforcement and racketeering cases. So
why would they not be acceptable in terror cases?

As another example I have been present at Friday prayers in 2004 at one of the
largest mosques in Arizona where a photo distributed nationally by CAIR and later
proven to be doctored showed an American soldier standing with two young Iraqi
boys holding a sign that says, “he killed my dad and knocked up my sister” (Appen-
dix 2). As offended as I was as a Navy veteran, the imam and CAIR ended up patho-
logically alienating the Muslims in that audience from an American heritage.

CAIR and MPAC have typically renounced the use of terror and violence, but they
have never taken a position against the ideology of Political Islam. They both have
also been the primary antagonists to efforts by law enforcement to understand and
mitigate the real stages of radicalization of Muslims in America. In 2007, under the
umbrella of the Muslim American Civil Liberties Coalition (MACLC), CAIR-NY and
MPAC-NY authored “Counterterrorism policy, MACLC’s critique of the NYPD’s re-
port on homegrown radicalism.” The paper is a response to NYPD’s report
“Radicalization in the West: The Homegrown Threat.” In it, the organizations lay
out their belief that, “The study of violent extremism, however, should decouple reli-
gion from terror to safeguard civil liberties on free speech and equal protection
grounds as a matter of strong public policy.” I have attached the full report of the
NYPD Report on “Radicalization in the West: the Homegrown Threat,” because of
the value it serves our community in understanding radicalization (Appendix 4).
Rather than demonize this great work, these groups should have admitted that it
was work Muslims should have been doing.

If the root cause of Muslim radicalization is Islamism (political Islam), what good
is any effort at counterterrorism that decouples any suggestion of theology no mat-
ter how separatist from terror? How can law enforcement effectively do counter ter-
rorism in our country without recognition that Political Islam and its narrative is
the core ideology when, at its extreme, drives the general mindset of the violent ex-
tremists carrying out the attacks?

The Investigative Project on Terrorism recently noted that, “Though Muslims rep-
resent about 1 percent of the American population, they constitute defendants in
186 of the 228 cases DOJ lists.” (Appendix 5). As a Muslim that loves my faith, I
also realize that there is a unifying common ideology, a theo-political separatism
that is driving this radicalization.

It is important for us to work from the same definition of radicalization. Appendix
9 provides a visualization created by counterterrorism expert Patrick Poole to un-
derstand the complexities of radicalization. It is not just the final threat of violence
that defines it. It is a continuum only Muslims can dissect. It is our duty as Mus-
lims and as Americans to unravel it. Violent extremism is only the final step. You
do not treat a disease effectively by only focusing on the final step. The pathway
they all share is a domestic and world view of political Islam-Islamism. This Nation
is based on a secular government which protects people in a liberty-centric, and
God-centric ethic. Islamism is based in a theocratic system that is Islamo-centric.
We cannot counter-radicalize Muslims until we as Muslims shed Islamism.
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Sure there are other non-Muslim violent extremist movements. But I, our fami-
lies, our devout fellow American Muslims can only help you change the trajectory
of Muslim radicals that slide down the separatist slippery slope of political Islam.
To this point there has been little to no work on that trajectory—only the final step
of violence.

Homeland Security, Government, media, and our general population are only fo-
cused on that final step when the jihadists seek violence against our homeland. But
we will all be chasing our tails for centuries if that remains your focus. I implore
you to walk it back and treat the problem at its root, at its jugular—the
supremacism of political Islam. As you utilize our resources to investigate methods
of solving this ever-increasing and frightening threat, you will be squandering our
Nation’s resources if we continue to produce work as misguided as the Pentagon’s
after-incident report on the Fort Hood Massacre committed by Nidal Hasan.

If you look at Dr. Nidal Hasan’s “resume”, in many ways it’s frighteningly similar
to mine—military physician, trained on scholarship, not ghettoized, deceptively as-
similated. But I beseech you to look into why he “theo-politically” turned out the
way he did and I turned out the way I did. He did not go to sleep one night a nor-
mal compassionate, patriotic Constitutional American Muslim military psychiatrist
and wake up the next day a barbaric radical wanting to viciously murder his fellow
soldiers. His slide into radicalism was methodical—it was a process.

We need to recognize the pathway he traveled and begin to inoculate our Muslim
youth against any ideas that may pull them toward that pathway. We need pro-
grams to look at the common ideological slides of these Muslim extremists and not
just play defense but have a forward offensive promotion of the ideas of liberty that
will inoculate them against any narrative that drives them to hate our Nation, hate
our fellow citizens and abort their primary devotion as American soldiers or citizens
and rather as Faisal Shahzad proclaimed in a New York Federal court that he was
a “Muslim soldier” and part of a “jihad”. Only Muslims can do this. But it is a leg-
ac;:l we have to repair as Muslims and you can help us build platforms and stimuli
to do so.

As Prime Minister Cameron of the United Kingdom stated that Muslim violent
extremists are all swimming in the same pool of ideologies and the only way to de-
feat them is an offensive strategy to drain their pool of the water and energy that
feeds them—treat their common condition. It is not violence. These are the details
many Muslim groups that supposedly “represent American Muslims” do not want
to address and will do anything legally possible to avoid ever discussing.

As we address specific 1deological drivers toward radicalization we must note that
many but not all of the current predominant Muslim groups in Washington and
their alphabet soup like CAIR, the Muslim American Society (MAS), Islamic Society
of North America (ISNA), Islamic Circle of North America, Muslim Students’ Asso-
ciation, and Muslim Public Affairs Council (MPAC) to name a few have been in ex-
istence for some time. They may disagree on a great deal but they share the distinc-
tion of remaining silent about the threat of the ideology of political Islam (Islamism)
and in fact many of the ideas they employ utilize Islamist methods of engagement
of Muslims and non-Muslims. To many of them diversity is “ethnic diversity” or reli-
gious “sectarian diversity” rather than religious ideological diversity.

I am here to tell you that we are a very diverse community. There is not one
Islam. With almost a quarter of the world’s population practicing the faith, that
would be impossible. We are a diverse community. Many if not a majority of Mus-
lims choose not to even frequent mosques and do not accept representation of their
“Muslim identity” to the mosque or to any Muslim organizations because they are
personal pietistic Muslims who choose political activism through traditional Amer-
ican political infrastructure rather than arms of political Islam and its ideologies
with which they disagree. We cannot forget this when supposedly engaging the
“Muslim community”. By engaging Muslim groups as “representatives of predomi-
nant Muslim thought” we dismiss the majority of American Muslims who do not col-
lectivize our community.

I implore you to avoid taking that lowest hanging fruit as being representative
of American Muslims or in any way allowing yourselves to think that “American
Muslims” think homogeneously on anything.

With that caveat, many mosques do teach an Islam that is spiritual patriotic and
not in conflict with America. But there are also many that are transmitting ideas
that are Islamist and push Muslims down that pathway toward intoxication and
possible violent radicalization. Let’s be frank. The example I gave earlier is not a
unique one. Imam Anwar Awlaki did not become a rabid jihadist overnight and we
forget that for years he had been preaching in mosques from Denver, to San Diego
to Northern Virginia. We should be looking at how to counter his words and actions
back then not just now. His own process of radicalization did not occur in a vacuum.
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He may now be a radicalizer but before he became that he must have been
radicalized by a continuum of an ideology.

So rather than foster a climate of transparency that Islam is an open welcome
religion whose prayer halls are open to everyone, our sermons should all be pub-
lished publicly in the spirit of transparency, reform, and modernization instead
these groups sue you, sue the Government, sue airlines, and even try to sue pas-
sengers who simply see something or say something. One of the Phoenix imams
suing US Airways said to CAIR in a taped audio conversation after they were re-
moved from an airline, “terrorism is not our problem, it’s their problem.” He was
the head of the National Imams Federation.

Yes, they are all against violence, or as you politically correctly call it violent ex-
tremism, but this insidious separatism of political Islam drives separatism and ulti-
mately early radicalization.

Openly Islamist parties in Egypt like the Muslim Brotherhood may utilize democ-
racy as an engine of advancement but in the end their entire lens for governance
is based upon “Islamization” and slow advancement of Islamic legalisms and evan-
gelism rather than reform or learning from American foundational ideals and our
Establishment Clause. Again this is all the same diagnosis. So when you look at
some of the “Islamic” institutions, understanding their original foundational inspira-
tion for Muslim evangelism and its funding is essential.

Their funding matters—because it usually comes with ideological strings. Even if
they no longer take foreign funding, after planting the tree it still produces toxic
fruit. According to former CIA director R. James Woolsey, the Saudis have spent
nearly $90 billion spreading their ideology around the globe since the 1970s. Accord-
ing to scholars such as Gilles Kepel, Wahhabism, the fundamentalist militant Saudi
Islamist ideology, gained considerable influence among Muslims following the dra-
matic increase of the price of oil in the 1970s. The Saudi government began to spend
tens of billions of dollars throughout the Islamic world to promote Wahhabism, often
referred to as “petro-Islam.” The Saudis themselves have acknowledged donations
to many mosques in the United States. There have documented donations to major
mosques in Boston, Los Angeles, Cincinnati, Denver Washington, DC, Northern Vir-
ginia, San Diego, and new York City to name a few. The North American Islamic
Trust (NAIT) is a non-profit 501(C)3 organization that from its own documents ad-
mits to holding the deed to over 300 properties for mosques and Islamic schools.
While it claims to not administer these institutions, it admits to support and advise
them regarding their operation in conformity with the Shari’ah (Appendix 10).
NAIT’s initial funding was provided by significant donations from petro dollars.

In addition to some mosques, the ideological infrastructure of some American
imams in positions of significant leadership most likely contributes to early
radicalization. In the United States for example, a major if not the major arm of
“legal Islam” is led by the Assembly of Muslim Jurists of America. I've attached
their lists of members and experts who make up their network. While they have
slowly massaged their ideas as some of us have exposed them, their fatwas (reli-
gious legal opinions) speak for themselves. I have attached a few of the thousands
of rulings at their website which they place for young American Muslims to read.
Some endorse harsh penalties for apostasy, confusing negativity towards citizenship,
and other malignant interpretations of Islamic law incompatible with this Nation.

I am very confident that radicals like Nidal Hasan were influenced in their path
toward radicalization by some of these separatist Muslim beliefs being propa-
gandized on websites and in some mosques. This will not be repaired by simply
well-intended outreach of law enforcement. There needs to be a campaign toward
a Muslim-led reorientation about what core ideas America stands for and an ideo-
logical abandonment of the collectivization of Muslims as a political “ummah” (na-
tion state or legal unit). The current majority of Muslim organizations have yet to
declare such a campaign. In fact as the FBI documented in their letter to CAIR
April 28, 2009 where they state in light of evidence from the Holy Land Foundation
terror financing trial, “The FBI suspended all formal contacts between CAIR and
the FBL.” (Appendix 7)

We need a solutions-oriented paradigm in this Nation to address the
radicalization problem. That paradigm needs to be Muslim-led which will melt away
inappropriate fear of Muslims. It needs, as Prime Minister Cameron stated a for-
ward, “muscular liberalism” Our Muslim Liberty Project I believe is just one of
those foundational solutions that can inoculate youth for a lifetime against such
radicalization. It teaches them that the greatness of America is at its core a protec-
tion of every individual blind to faith, race, ethnic origin under God with
unalienable rights. This is not under any singular faith but under God. This is very
different from the Islamist mantra of an Islamo-centric government, constitution,
and society.
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Once Muslim youth can dismiss or reject the Islamic state and identify at their
depths of their soul with the American legal system that will be the only inoculation
against radicalization. Until all of you, and all of us as Muslim families understand
that ideology, we will never make headway against radicalization and any headway
we make against the symptom of violent acts or cells will be illusory. This society
and its ideological foundations need to be ours at our core as Muslims. That needs
Islamic reform against Islamism (political Islam). We need Muslims writing texts
about the Establishment Clause, anti-Wahhabi, anti-salafi, and for a pious Islam
that separates mosque and state.

I actually do not want you, our Government solving this for us. I want us, Mus-
lims to solve this but there has been no drive, no resources, no political will to do
so. You shouldn’t do it, but you can drive it and give us a long overdue platform.
Without that reform there will always be an antagonism for the identity of Muslims
between political Islam and our secular constitutional republic based in liberalism.
Our Muslim Liberty Project instills in young Muslims these values of liberalism,
self-critique, and empowerment to challenge imams and clerics who tell them lib-
eralism is not Islam. It teaches them to internalize the ideas of the Enlightenment
without losing their personal Islamic relationship with God, their devotionalism,
and spirituality.

This is not about Muslim civil rights. We must protect Muslims like all faiths.
Are we that dysfunctional as a Nation that we cannot have healthy discussions
about a religion and pathways within it toward radicalization versus pathways to-
ward modernity and America?

We have got to be functional enough as a Nation to be able walk back Muslim
radicalization without labeling all Muslims and fostering a climate that increases
fear of Muslims. Our founding fathers had healthy critical debates about religious
diversity within Christianity and it built this great Nation. We should be able to
do the same. As for Muslims that repel this honest debate because they fear stig-
matization, they have little faith in our National maturity to deal with political
Islam while empowering reformist Muslims or they live in a culture of denial like
the end-stage alcoholics and their enablers.

Defining the Muslim identity as an Islamist, a salafist, a jihadist, or a wahhabist
can no longer be acceptable to a moderate Muslim at home with American liberty.
We Muslims must step away from history and redefine the moderate Muslim to our
youth as someone who embraces Islam and liberty. The future of American Security
depends upon Muslims mustering the courage to dissect the Islamic ideas that fuel
volatile separatism from a modern Islam that we want to leave our children.

Our Nation’s attempts at counter-radicalization have proven so far ineffective be-
cause it has lacked a strategy and a forward ideology into Muslim communities. We
have been so fixated on preventing the next attack that we have neglected to de-
velop the tools necessary to defeat the ideology that drives the attack. It is mal-
practice for us to believe that by eschewing violence we solve the problem. As we
have watched the long overdue changes in the Middle East, at long last the threat
that the Muslim Brotherhood poses to security around the world has been brought
to the forefront. The Brotherhood is the leading Islamist organization in the world.
It has also over the past century hatched many of the most violent Islamist organi-
zations in the world. We have not transitioned this newly understood concern to the
operations of the Brotherhood and like-minded organizations and leaders within the
United States. Our domestic and foreign policy should be the same on this issue.

Muslims are long overdue for an ideological counter-jihad. Please help me wake
up our communities to that American and Muslim responsibility we have.
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APPENDIX 1

Numberi10

The official site of the Prime Minister's Office

Saturday S February 2011
PM’s speech at Munich Security Conference

Prime Minister David Cameron has delivered a speech setting out his view
on radicalisation and Islamist extremism.

Read the speech

Today | want to focus my remarks on terrorism, but first let me address one
point. Some have suggested that by holding a strategic defence and
security review, Britain is somehow retreating from an activist role in the
world. That is the opposite of the truth. Yes, we are dealing with our
budget deficit, but we are also making sure our defences are strong.
Britain will continue to meet the NATO 2% target for defence spending. We
will still have the fourth largest military defence budget in the world. At the
same time, we are putting that money to better use, focusing on conflict
prevention and building a much more flexible army. That is not retreat; it is
hard headed.

Every decision we take has three aims in mind. First, to continue to
support the NATO mission in Afghanistan . Second, to reinforce our actual
military capability. As Chancellor Merkel's government is showing right
here in Germany, what matters is not bureaucracy, which frankly Europe
needs a lot less of, but the political will to build military capability that we
need as nations and allies, that we can deliver in the field. Third, we want
o make sure that Britain is protected from the new and various threats that
we face. That is why we are investing in a national cyber security
programme that | know William Hague talked about yesterday, and we are
sharpening our readiness to act on counter-proliferation.

But the biggest threat that we face comes from terrorist attacks, some of
which are, sadly, carried out by our own citizens. It is important to stress
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that terrorism is not linked exclusively to any one religion or ethnic group.
My country, the United Kingdom , still faces threats from dissident
republicans in Northern Ireland . Anarchist attacks have occurred recently
in Greece and in ltaly , and of course, yourselves in Germany were long
scarred by terrorism from the Red Army Faction. Nevertheless, we should
acknowledge that this threat comes in Europe overwhelmingly from young
men who follow a completely perverse, warped interpretation of Islam, and
who are prepared to blow themselves up and kill their fellow citizens. Last
week at Davos | rang the alarm bell for the urgent need for Europe to
recover its economic dynamism, and today, though the subject is complex,
my message on security is equally stark. We will not defeat terrorism
simply by the action we take outside our borders. Europe needs to wake
up to what is happening in our own countries. Of course, that means
strengthening, as Angela has said. the security aspects of our response, on
tracing plots, on stopping them, on counter-surveillance and intelligence
gathering.

But this is just part of the answer. We have got to get to the root of the
problem, and we need to be absolutely clear on where the origins of where
these terrorist attacks lie. That is the existence of an ideology, Islamist
extremism. We should be equally clear what we mean by this term, and we
must distinguish it from Islam. Islam is a religion observed peacefully and
devoutly by over a hillion people. Islamist extremism is a political ideology
supported by a minority. At the furthest end are those who back terrorism
to promote their ultimate goal: an entire Islamist realm, governed by an
interpretation of Sharia. Move along the spectrum, and you find people
who may reject violence, but who accept various parts of the extremist
waorldview, including real hostility towards Western democracy and liberal
values. It is vital that we make this distinction between religion on the one
hand, and political ideology on the other. Time and again, people equate
the two. They think whether someone is an extremist is dependent on how
much they observe their religion. So, they talk about moderate Muslims as
if all devout Muslims must be extremist. This is profoundly wrong.
Someone can be a devout Muslim and not be an extremist. We need to
be clear: Islamist extremism and Islam are not the same thing.

This highlights, | think, a significant problem when discussing the terrorist
threat that we face. There is so much muddled thinking about this whole
issue. On the one hand, those on the hard right ignore this distinction
between Islam and Islamist extremism, and just say that Islam and the
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West are irreconcilable — that there is a clash of civilizations. So, it follows:
we should cut ourselves off from this religion, whether that is through
forced repatriation, favoured by some fascists, or the banning of new
mosques, as is suggested in some parts of Europe . These people fuel
Islamophobia, and | completely reject their argument. If they want an
example of how Westemn values and Islam can be entirely compatible, they
should look at what's happened in the past few weeks on the streets of
Tunis and Cairo : hundreds of thousands of people demanding the
universal right to free elections and democracy.

The point is this: the ideology of extremism is the problem; Islam
emphatically is not. Picking a fight with the latter will do nothing to help us
to confront the former. On the other hand, there are those on the soft left
who also ignore this distinction. They lump all Muslims together, compiling
a list of grievances, and argue that if only governments addressed these
grievances, the terrorism would stop. So, they point to the poverty that so
many Muslims live in and say, ‘Get rid of this injustice and the terrorism will
end.” But this ignores the fact that many of those found guilty of terrorist
offences in the UK and elsewhere have been graduates and often middie
class. They point to grievances about Western foreign policy and say,
‘Stop riding roughshed over Muslim countries and the terrorism will end.’
But there are many people, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, who are angry
about Western foreign policy, but who don’t resort to acts of terrorism.
They also point to the profusion of unelected leaders across the Middle
East and say, "Stop propping these people up and you will stop creating the
conditions for extremism to flourish.” But this raises the question: if it's the
lack of democracy that is the problem, why are there so many extremists in
free and open societies?

Now, I'm not saying that these issues of poverty and grievance about
foreign policy are not important. Yes, of course we must tackle them. Of
course we must tackle poverty. Yes, we must resolve the sources of
tension, not least in Palestine , and yes, we should be on the side of
openness and political reform in the Middle East . On Egypt , our position
should be clear. We want to see the transition to a more broadly-based
government, with the proper building blocks of a free and democratic
society. | simply don't accept that there is somehow a dead end choice
between a security state on the one hand, and an Islamist one on the
other. But let us not fool ourselves. These are just contributory factors.
Even if we sorted out all of the problems that | have mentioned, there would
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still be this terrorism. | believe the root lies in the existence of this extremist
ideology. | would argue an important reason so many young Muslims are
drawn to it comes down to a question of identity.

What | am about to say is drawn from the British experience, but | believe
there are general lessons for us all. In the UK , some young men find it
hard to identify with the traditional Islam practiced at home by their parents,
whose customs can seem staid when transplanted to modern Western
countries. But these young men also find it hard to identify with Britain too,
because we have allowed the weakening of our collective identity. Under
the doctrine of state multiculturalism, we have encouraged different
cultures to live separate lives, apart from each other and apart from the
mainstream. We've failed to provide a vision of society to which they feel
they want to belong. We've even tolerated these segregated communities
behaving in ways that run completely counter to our values.

So, when a white person holds objectionable views, racist views for
instance, we rightly condemn them. But when equally unacceptable views
or practices come from someone who isn’t white, we've been too cautious
frankly — frankly, even fearful — to stand up to them. The failure, for
instance, of some to confront the horrors of forced marriage, the practice
where some young girls are bullied and sometimes taken abroad to marry
someone when they don't want to, is a case in point. This hands-off
tolerance has only served to reinforce the sense that not enough is shared.
And this all leaves some young Muslims feeling rootless. And the search
for something to belong to and something to believe in can lead them to
this extremist ideology. Now for sure, they don't turn into terrorists
overnight, but what we see — and what we see in so many European
countries — is a process of radicalisation.

Internet chatrooms are virtual meeting places where attitudes are shared,
strengthened and validated. In some mosques, preachers of hate can sow
misinformation about the plight of Muslims elsewhere. In our communities,
groups and organisations led by young, dynamic leaders promote
separatism by encouraging Muslims to define themselves solely in terms of
their religion. All these interactions can engender a sense of community, a
substitute for what the wider society has failed to supply. Now, you might
say, as long as they're not hurting anyone, what is the problem with all
this?
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Well, I'll tell you why. As evidence emerges about the backgrounds of
those convicted of terrorist offences, it is clear that many of them were
initially influenced by what some have called ‘non-violent extremists’, and
they then took those radical beliefs to the next level by embracing
violence. And | say this is an indictment of our approach to these issues in
the past. And if we are to defeat this threat, | believe it is time to turn the
page on the failed policies of the past. So first, instead of ignoring this
extremist ideology, we — as governments and as societies — have got to
confront it, in all its forms. And second, instead of encouraging people to
live apart, we need a clear sense of shared national identity that is open to
everyone.

Let me briefly take each in turn. First, confronting and undermining this
ideology. Whether they are violent in their means or not, we must make it
impaossible for the extremists to succeed. Now, for governments, there are
some obvious ways we can do this. We must ban preachers of hate from
coming to our countries. We must also proscribe organisations that incite
terrorism against people at home and abroad. Governments must also be
shrewder in dealing with those that, while not violent, are in some cases
part of the problem. We need to think much harder about who it's in the
public interest to work with. Some organisations that seek to present
themselves as a gateway to the Muslim community are showered with
public money despite deoing little to combat extremism. As others have
observed, this is like turning to a right-wing fascist party to fight a violent
white supremacist movement. So we should properly judge these
organisations: do they believe in universal human rights — including for
women and people of other faiths? Do they believe in equality of all before
the law? Do they believe in democracy and the right of people to elect their
own government? Do they encourage integration or separation? These
are the sorts of questions we need to ask. Fail these tests and the
presumption should be not to engage with organisations — so, no public
money, no sharing of platforms with ministers at home.

At the same time, we must stop these groups from reaching people in
publicly-funded institutions like universities or even, in the British case,
prisons. Now, some say, this is not compatible with free speech and
intellectual inquiry. Well, | say, would you take the same view if these were
right-wing extremists recruiting on our campuses? Would you advocate
inaction if Christian fundamentalists who believed that Muslims are the
enemy were leading prayer groups in our prisons? And to those who say



46

these non-violent extremists are actually helping to keep young, vulnerable
men away from violence, | say nonsense.

Would you allow the far right groups a share of public funds if they promise
to help you lure young white men away from fascist terrorism? Of course
not. But, at root, challenging this ideclogy means exposing its ideas for
what they are, and that is completely unjustifiable. We need to argue that
terrorism is wrong in all circumstances. We need to argue that prophecies
of a global war of religion pitting Muslims against the rest of the world are
nonsense.

Now, governments cannot do this alone. The extremism we face is a
distortion of Islam, so these arguments, in part, must be made by those
within Islam. So let us give voice to those followers of Islam in our own
countries — the vast, often unheard majority — who despise the extremists
and their worldview. Let us engage groups that share our aspirations.

Now, second, we must build stronger societies and stronger identities at
home. Frankly, we need a lot less of the passive tolerance of recent years
and a much more active, muscular liberalism. A passively tolerant society
says to its citizens, as long as you obey the law we will just leave you
alone. It stands neutral between different values. But | believe a genuinely
liberal country does much more; it believes in certain values and actively
promotes them. Freedom of speech, freedom of worship, democracy, the
rule of law, equal rights regardless of race, sex or sexuality. It says to its
citizens, this is what defines us as a society: to belong here is to believe in
these things. Now, each of us in our own countries, | believe, must be
unambiguous and hard-nosed about this defence of our liberty.

There are practical things that we can do as well. That includes making
sure that immigrants speak the language of their new home and ensuring
that people are educated in the elements of a common culture and
curriculum. Back home, we're introducing National Citizen Service: a two-
month programme for sixteen-year-olds from different backgrounds to live
and work together. | also believe we should encourage meaningful and
active participation in society, by shifting the balance of power away from
the state and towards the people. That way, common purpose can be
formed as people come together and work together in their
neighbourhoods. It will also help build stronger pride in local identity, so
people feel free to say, ‘Yes, | am a Muslim, | am a Hindu, | am Christian,
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but I am also a Londonder or a Berliner too'. It's that identity, that feeling of
belonging in our countries, that | believe is the key to achieving true
cohesion.

So, let me end with this. This terrorism is completely indiscriminate and has
been thrust upon us. It cannot be ignored or contained; we have to
confront it with confidence — confront the ideology that drives it by defeating
the ideas that warp so many young minds at their root, and confront the
issues of identity that sustain it by standing for a much broader and
generous vision of citizenship in our countries. Now, none of this will be
easy. We will need stamina, patience and endurance, and it won't happen
at all if we act alone. This ideology crosses not just our continent but all
continents, and we are all in this together. At stake are not just lives, it is
our way of life. That is why this is a challenge we cannot avoid; it is one we
must rise to and overcome. Thank you.
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APPENDIX 6
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Ahmad Ali Taha Rayyan Ph.D

Ahmad Al Soway ey Shleibak Ph.D
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Hussein Hamed Hassan Ph.D

Hussein Aal Al sheikh Ph.D

Khalid Shojaa Al-Otaibi Ph.D

Shaykh Khalil Mohye Al Din Al Mais

Mohammad Abd Al-Razzak Al-Tebteba'ei Ph.D

Islamic studies at the faculty of Arts — Bahrain
University

The General Secretary of the International
Authori

Professor and the Head of the department of
the Co

Professor of Jurisprudence at the Open
University

Professor of legislation at Qatar University

Professor of Hadith (Tradition) at the Islamic
Uni

President of Al-Eman Islamic Association of NY,
AMIA Secretary General Assistant

Professor and the Head of the department of
lJurisprudence and Fundamentals at the faculty
Legislation — Qatar University, A member of he
European Council for Fatwa

Professor of Legislation at the faculty of Law —
C

Imam of the Holly Sanctuary of Medina, A
judge in the court of distinction, Professor of
Legislation at the Islamic University

Mufti in Zulhah and the western Beka',The
manager of Al Azhar in Lebanon and Al Azhar
in Al Beka',A member of the Assembly of the
International Islamic Jurisprudence of the
Islamic Conference Organization

1Included as Appendix VII of witness’ response to written questions, located in Appendix II
of this document.

2Document has been retained in committee files.

3Included as Appendix II of witness’ response to written questions, located in Appendix II of
this document.
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The Imam of the centre and the mosque of Al
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The Dean of the faculty of Legislation and
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Professor of comparative Jurisprudence at the
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Shaykh Ali Sulieman Ali

Shaykh Ali Laylah
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Dr. Main Khalid Al-Qudah
2009-01-02
Basic Tenets of Faith (Belief)

Assalamu alaikum.

T would like to know more about the apostate, because cthers argue that, since the apostate has to be killed, it can
be concluded that there is nothing like freedom in Iskam.

Under the authority of the Muslim stats, the People of the Book have the right to stay on their belief without being
compelled to embrace Islam. But if one of them has embraced Islam, it would not be acceptable from him to go back.
to his original religion. The same rule applies to those who are bormn into Muslim families. According to the Islamic
Law, they cannot commit apostasy. Implementing the punishment of killing the apostate is the sole and the
exclusive responsibility of the Muslim state {were there any nowadays). Nebody else has the right to implement it.
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Dr.Salah Al-Sawy
2008-12-23

Varigties

Is acquiring an American citizenship lawful or prohibited?

In the name of Allaah, the Benevolent, the Merciful. All praise is due to Allaah, and peace and blessings be upon the
Messenger of Allazh, his family, companions, and those loyal to him. Citizenship is actually a contract betwesn a
country and an individual who would like to obtain its nationality, This contract entails the acceptance of the
legislation and law of this country, therefore he, who cbtain its nationality, becomes loyal to the country’s allies and
an enemy to the enemies of the country, though in some cases one can keep his original nationality and is in other
cases required to abandon it. Obtaining citizenship can be due to personal preference, obtained willingly by seeking
and working hard and even spending a lot of money and time in order to obtain citizenship. It can also be due to &
necessity or due to uncontrolled factors upon which one receives citizenship, for instance, one can cbtain citizenship
of a country because of birth, or obtain citizenship after his country became occupied such as what happened to the
Islamic states which were forced to join the Soviet Union and be under its unjust law, or such as Muslims who
remained in Andalusia and could not leave after the Muslims fled the country and etc. That said, the ruling on
obtaining citizenship with a free will differs to whoever seeks citizenship due to a necessity. Seeking citizenship of a
non-Muslim country due to a necessity is listed under the section of forced to do acts, therefore its ruling is derived in
the light of established ulings concerning who commits an ack unwillingly, which are originally stated in the Quran;
Allah says: {Whoever disbelieved in Allaah after his belief, except him who is forced thereto and whose heart is at
rest with Faith; but such as open their breasts to disbelief, on them is wrath from Allaah, and theirs will be a great
torment} This Ayah was revealed to include two types of people: a type of people who became apostates after
embracing Islam such as: Abdullaah bin Sa'd bin Abi Sarh, Magees bin Sababah, and Abdullazh bin Khatl. The second
type of people are ones who were forced to announce disbelief on their tongues while their hearts rested with Imaan
such as Ammar bin Yasir and his parents, who were excused by Allash, therefore, when Ammar was forced to insult
Allaah's Messanger B, the Prophet® said to him: “If they forced you again, do what you did again” . So, Allaah ,
Exalted is He, excused those who pronounce disbelief in Him under force — though it is the base of Religion — as long
as their hearts rest with Imaan, therefore people of knowledge used this principle to develop analogy by applying it to
all branches of Islamic law. Hence, whenever an act is done unwillingly, then whoever does it is excused and no
conseguences of punishment are generated except in cases of forcing one to murder another because whoever is
forced to murder a Muslim unjustly is never excused because the soul of his Muslim fellow is equally guarded like his,
s0 he must not kill even if that caused his own death. Based on this, some scholars considered the same ruling for
cases when one is forced to commit adultery and fornication though some other scholars disputed over this ruling.
Mevertheless, whoever applies for citizenship out of necessity is still required to preserve their Islamic identity as
much as possible by establishing the acts of worship such as: Salaah, Fasting, Zakah, Hajj and establishing Islamic
organizations that aim to preserve the youth from dissclving into non-Muslim societies. Also, they are required to
protect themselves from being tested in their religion, which can be achieved by living close to other Muslims and
around Masjids and Islamic organizations, bring from the land of Islam those who can teach, maintain and run these
organizations and Islamic centers, and send their children to the lands of Islam in order to learn and seek knowledge
so they return to call to Allash and teach cthers, and such similar means that allow Muslims to protect their identity
and establish their religion and add to the firmness and stability of their Islamic existence, As for obtaining citizen
optionally without being forced according to what we explained obtaining a citizenship implies, it is problematic in our
era because it is engulfed with vagueness and contradictions; apparently cbtaining citizenship implies the acceptance
of ruling of manmade law and rejecting refenring to the law of Islam. Also, it means to prefer showing loyalty to
non-Muslims over believers, which is unlawful by consensus and known by necessity in Islam. Moreover, to say it
would be a form of apostasy or one of main means leading to it can be understood as valid. On the other hand, there
are plenty of those who obtained citizenship of America yet still loyal to the religion of Islam and Muslims and bring
out the best of this act by employing all their privileges for obtaining this citizenship to call to Allaah, establishing

3/8/2011 7:02 PM
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Da'wa centers and organizations that enabled Da'wa to stand firm and not just a temporary trend. For that, a lot of
people embraced Islam due to these efforts. Needless to mention that manmade law is actually the applied law in
most Muslim lands, which makes no difference between law by living in non-Muslim lands and Muslim lands. Hence, it
is crudial to distinguish between two rulings: » The general definite ruling on obtaining citizenship of a non-Muslim
country » The ruling on obtaining citizenship of a non-Muslim country in the light of current circumstances of Muslims
living outside the lands of Islam and in light of existing treaties and international peace agreements, and the
entailment of such agreements such as political representation between countries as can be seen today. As for
optionally cbtaining citizenship of a non-Muslim country it is definitely prohibited without a doubt, moreover it could
be & form of apostasy or main means leading to apostasy because willingly accepting the laws of disbelievers and
obeying it without any valid excuse or enforcement, or ignorance is considered a nullifier to Tawheed and Islam, as
long as the proof has been established upon this person and the matter and its consequences are as I dlarified. As for
obtaining citizenships in light of circumstances of Muslims today who are residing outside the lands of Islam — on the
condition that they do not accept indefinitely the law and legislation of that country and being indefinite belonging to
the nation of the non-Muslim country so that they become loyal to all their allies and an enemy to all their enemies -
and cbtaining the citizenship is considered a required means in order to organize the affairs of Muslims who already
live there while ensuring fulfilling vows and agreements between them and host countries, and exists due to urgent
necessities and needs and this Muslim kept his loyalty to Allaah and His Messenger, then it would not be farfetched
to say that it would be permissible. And Allaah, the Most High, knows best.

wwamjaonline com'print php?Mid=7722}
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APPENDIX 7

U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
April 28, 2009

The Honorable Jon Kyl
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Kyl:

This responds to your letter to Director Mueller dated February 24, 2009, regarding your
interest in reports that the FBI has severed its liaison relationship with the Council on Islamic
Relations (CAIR). Iapologize for the delay in responding to your inguiry. For your information
an identical letter has been sent to Senator Schumer and to Senator Coburn, M.D.

As you know, CAIR was named as an unindicted co-conspirator of the Holy Land
Foundation for Relief and Development in United States v. Holy Land Foundation et al.
(Cr. No. 3:04-240-P(N.D.TX.). During that trial, evidence was introduced that demonstrated a
relationship among CAIR, individual CAIR founders (including its current President Emeritus
and its Executive Director) and the Palestine Committes. Evidence was also introduced that
demonstrated a relationship between the Palestine Committee and HAMAS, which was
desiguated as a terrorist organization in 1995, In light of thai evidence, the FBI suspended all
formal contacts between CAIR and the FBI.

The FBI's decision to suspend formal contacts was not intended to reflect a wholesale
judgment of the organization and its entire membership. Nevertheless, until we can resolve
whether there continues to be a connection between CAIR or its executives and HAMAS, the
FBI does not view CAIR as an appropriate liaison partner. It is important to note, however, that
although the FBI has suspended all formal outreach activities with CAIR at this time, CAIR, its
officers, and members have been encouraged to report any hate crime, violation of federal civil
rights or suspicious activity to the FBL.

The FBI made its own decision vis-a-vis outreach activities with this particular group.
Any questions regarding broader executive branch outreach activities would be better answered
by the Administration.

Please do not hesitate to contact my office if we may be of additional assistance.

)

Sincerely yours, B /’
T

< Richard C. Powers
Assistant Director
Office of Congressional Affairs



58
APPENDIX 84
APPENDIX 95

APPENDIX 10

NAIT
The North American Islamic Trust

‘The North American Istamic Trust (NAIT) i a wag?,th historical Islamic
equivalent of an American trust or endowment, serving Muslims in the
United States and their institutions. NAIT faciiates the realiz
American Muslims’ desire for a vituous and happy life in a Shari‘ah-
compliant way.

NAIT is a not-for-profit entity that qualifies as a tax-exempt organization
under Section S01(c) (3) of the Intemal
established in 1973 in Indiana by the Mustim Students Association of USS.
and Canada (MSA). the predecessor of the Islamic Society of North
America (ISNA). NAIT supports and provides services to ISNA, MSA,

their affiiates, and other slamic centers and instifutions. The President of
ISNA is an ex-officio member of the Board of Trustees of NAIT.

safeguards these community assets, and ensures conformity 1o the Ishamic
puspose(s) for which thir founders established them. NAIT holds fites of

o inferfere in their daily manage
advise them regarding their operation in confor

2. NAIT facilitates the establishment of Islamic centers, mosques and
schools by extending limited interest-free loans from ifs Islamic Centers

Fund (ICCF) to needy communities.

« Istamic Literature
The ever-increasing and diverse Mustim population in the United

Sayyid Sabiq, The Life of Mihamnad by Mrhammad Husayn Haykal
[translated by Tsma'il al

Faruqil, The Lawful and
the Prohtbited in Isiam by

SERVICES

NAIT holds itles to mosques, Islamic centers, schools and other real estate.
to safeguard and pool the assets of the American Muslim community,

authentic books about Istam, primarily in Engli
DVDs, and for d school:

IBS is 2 one-stop source for products and resousces about Islam and

ropectus that can be obtained by calling (877) 417-6161, or Muslims. Vst wivew bs-nait.com of call us at (888) 3105858

holding titles to these winvestaza.com
assets through its Islamic
Centers Division. NAIT

Chairman KING. Our next witness is Melvin Bledsoe, the father
of Carlos Leon Bledsoe, also known as Abdul Hakim Mujahid Mu-
hammad. Mr. Bledsoe is recognized for 5 minutes, and if you could,
Mr. Bledsoe, try to keep your remarks within 5 minutes or close
to that.

I am pleased to recognize Mr. Bledsoe.

STATEMENT OF MELVIN BLEDSOE, PRIVATE CITIZEN

Mr. BLEDSOE. Thank you very much for allowing me to come
here today and to tell the country what happened to my son.

This hearing today is extremely important to begin the discus-
sion about the issues of Islamic radicalization in America. My sin-
cere hope is that this committee can somehow address the issue in
a meaningful, productive way.

First, I would like to express my deepest sympathy to the family
of Private William Long and to the wounded soldier, Quinton
Ezeagwula. I would like to talk about those complicit in Private
Long’s murder, the Islamic radicals who programmed and trained
my son Carlos to kill.

I want to tell the American people and the world what happened
to my son. We sent him off to college at Tennessee State University
in Nashville, Tennessee, in the fall of 2003. Our dreams about his
future ended up in a nightmare.

4Included as Appendix I of witness’ response to written questions, located in Appendix II of
this document.

5Included as Appendix IV of witness’ response to written questions, located in Appendix II
of this document.
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Carlos is my only son. He grew up in Memphis, Tennessee. My
wife and I operated a tour company in Memphis, Tennessee, and
Carlos started helping out with the family business at the age of
8. He loved to talk to the traveling public and he had a lot of fun
interacting with the customers.

After graduating from high school, Carlos wanted to get a degree
in business. We thought perhaps he would come back to Memphis
to run the business and give my wife and I an early retirement.

After the fall of 2005, his sophomore year in Nashville, Carlos
came home that Christmas for the holiday. We were sitting around
the family room, Carlos’ only sister Monica, her husband, and I,
having a normal conversation about general things in life. But at
a certain point Carlos and his brother-in-law, Terrell, got into a
heated conversation about Muslim religion. Then and later we felt
like Carlos’ personality changed when we spoke about Islam. We
thought maybe he had some Muslim friends and was offended by
the comments.

The next time Carlos came home, we saw another side of him
that we didn’t see before. During the night, he took off all the pic-
tures from the walls of the bedroom where he slept. He even took
off the picture of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., off the wall. We
asked Carlos, What is going on with you?

He replied that he is now a new convert to Islam and that every-
thing he does from now on will be to honor Allah. We got very con-
cerned. While Carlos was growing up, Dr. Martin Luther King’s
picture hung on his bedroom wall, but now he is treating that pic-
ture as if he was nobody, Dr. King was nobody to him. We asked
Carlos not to take the Dr. King picture off the wall. He took it off
the wall anyway.

This became a big concern to us. We went to Nashville to visit
him more. We wanted to learn more about who was he hanging
with and what was really going on with Carlos. We discovered that
Carlos had dropped out of school at the beginning of the 2005 se-
mester. He was working a temporary job. He had gotten a dog
while in college. Now we found out that he turned the dog loose
in the woods because he was told that Muslims considered dogs a
dirty creature. I really couldn’t understand how he could do that,
because Carlos grew up with dogs in the house ever since he was
5 years old. So my wife and I thought that there was something
or someone is getting into his head and changing his way of think-
ing.
It had gotten to the point where he had no interest in coming
home, even for the holidays. All this was part of his brainwashing,
changing his thinking a little bit at a time. He had a job in Nash-
ville with some Muslims who would tell him, according to Islamic
law, his employer had to let him pray certain times the day, re-
gardless of what was going on at his job. As a business owner I told
Carlos it would be very difficult for employers to do this for all his
employees.

At this time at the next step on his progress of radicalization,
Carlos was convinced to change his name. He chose the name
Abdul Hakim Muhammad. At this point his culture was no longer
important to him, only the Islamic cultural mattered.
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Some Muslim leader had taken advantage of my son. But he is
not the only one being taken advantage of. This is an on-going
thing in Nashville and many others cities in America.

In Nashville, Carlos was captured by people best described as
“hunters.” He was manipulated and lied to. That is how he made
his way to Yemen. Carlos was hoping to go there for a chance to
cross over to Saudi Arabia and visit Mecca. He was taught that all
the true Muslims must do this one time in life. He was taught that
he would get to walk on the grounds where the Prophet Muham-
mad walked and be able to travel the area.

But these hunters had other plans for him. They set him up, tell-
ing him he could teach English at a British school in Aden, south
of Yemen. The school turned out to be a front, and Carlos ended
up in a training camp run by terrorists.

Carlos joined with the Yemini extremists, facilitated by their
American counterpart in Nashville. We have since discovered that
that former imam of a Nashville mosque, the Al Faroog Mosque,
wrote the recommendation letter that Carlos needed for the school
in Yemen. We also discovered that school functioned as the intake
front for the radicalization and training of Westerners for jihad.

From what I understand, the FBI had been following Carlos
since before he left Nashville and continued to follow him after he
came back from Yemen. When Carlos was arrested for overstaying
his visa in October 2008, he was interviewed by the FBI agent
based in Nashville even before the U.S. Embassy was alerted about
his arrest.

According to the Embassy in Seni, the FBI was alarmed about
what they learned from Carlos. We wish that they could have told
us, his family, about what they learned. If we knew how serious
his extremism had become, we could have put in every effort to
prevent the tragedy in Arkansas from even happening.

When my son was arrested in Yemen, my family cried out for
help to bring my son back to America from the American Govern-
ment. We got in touch with the United States Embassy and the
State Department. We also asked for help from our U.S. Represent-
ative Steve Cohen’s office and the FBI Special Agent Greg
Thomason, who had been tracking my son since Nashville.

After our son was finally released and brought home to us, no
one said anything to us about what might have happened in Yemen
or what they may have learned that so alarmed the FBI who inter-
rogated Carlos while he was in the custody of Yemen’s political se-
curity organization.

Carlos’ experience in Yemen’s political jail was the final stage of
his radicalization. He was in there with true evil-doers, hard-core
al-Qaeda members who convinced him to get revenge on America.

Something is wrong with the Muslim leaders in Nashville. What
happened to Carlos at those Nashville mosques isn’t normal. I have
other family members who are Muslims. They are moderate, peace-
ful, law-abiding people who have been Muslim for many years and
are not radicalized.

I also have several uncles and brothers in the military. Our fam-
ily has fought in every war since the Civil War. I have nephews
who are serving in Afghanistan as I speak, fighting for democracy
and freedom for all Americans.
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It seems to be that Americans are sitting around doing nothing
about extremists, radical extremists, as if Carlos’ story and other
stories at these hearings aren’t true. This is a big elephant in the
room. Our society continues not to see it. This wrong is caused by
political correctness. You can even call it political fear, fear of step-
ping on a special minority population’s toes, even as a segment of
that population wants to stamp out America and everything we
stand for.

I must say that we are losing American babies. Our children are
in danger. This country must stand up and do something about the
problem. Yes, my son’s tragic story you are hearing about today.
But tomorrow it could be your son, your daughter. It might be an
African American child that they went after in Nashville. Tomor-
row the victim might have blond hair, blue eyes. One thing for
sure, it will happen again.

Chairman KING. Mr. Bledsoe, just finish up in the next 10 sec-
onds, please.

Mr. BLEDSOE. We must stop these extremist invaders from rap-
ing the minds of American citizens. Carlos grew up a happy-go-
lucky kid. He always had a big smile on his face, loved to crack
a joke or two. Everyone liked him. He loved to play team sports
like basketball and football. He loved swimming and dancing and
listening to music.

Today we have two families that have been destroyed. This could
have been prevented. I would like to see something change so that
no other family in this great country of ours has to go through
what our families are facing today.

God help us. God help us.

Chairman KiING. Thank you, Mr. Bledsoe.

[The statement of Mr. Bledsoe follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF MELVIN BLEDSOE

MarcH 10, 2011

Thank you very much for allowing me to come here and tell the country what
happened to my son. This hearing today is extremely important to begin the discus-
sion about the issue of Islamic radicalization in America and my hope is that this
committee can somehow address this issue in a meaningful, productive way.

First, I would like to express my deepest sympathy to the family of Private Wil-
liam Long, and to the wounded soldier, Quinton Ezeagwula. I would like to talk
about those complicit in Private Long’s murder—the Islamic radicals who pro-
grammed and trained my son Carlos to kill.

I want to tell the American people and the world what happened to my son. We
sent him off to college at Tennessee State University in Nashville, Tennessee in the
fall of 2003. Our dreams about his future ended up in a nightmare.

Carlos is my only son. He grew up in Memphis, Tennessee. My wife and I operate
a tour company in Memphis, Tennessee and Carlos started helping out with the
family business at the age of 8. He loved talking to the traveling public; and he had
a lot of fun interacting with the customers.

After graduating from high school, he wanted to get a degree in Business Admin-
istration. We thought perhaps he would come back to Memphis to run the business
and give my wife and me early retirement.

After the fall of 2005—his sophomore fall in Nashville—Carlos came home that
Christmas for the holidays.

We were sitting around in the family room, Carlos’s only sister, Monica, her hus-
band, and I, having a normal conversation about life in general. But at a certain
point, Carlos and his brother-in-law Terrell got into a heated conversation about the
Muslim religion. Then and later, we felt like Carlos’s personality changed when we
spoke about Islam. We thought maybe he had some Muslim friends in college and
was offended by our comments.
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The next time Carlos came home, we saw another side of him that we hadn’t seen
before. During the night, he took down all the pictures from the walls in the bed-
room where he slept. He even took Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. picture off the wall.
We asked Carlos: “What is going on with you?”

He replied that he is now a new convert to Islam and that everything he does
from now on will be to honor Allah. We got very concerned: While he was growing
up, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s picture had always hung on his bedroom wall; but
now treated the picture as if Dr. King was nobody to him.

We asked Carlos not to take Dr. King’s picture off the wall, but he took it off the
wall anyway. This became a big concern to us. We went to visit him in Nashville
because we wanted to learn more about what was really going on with Carlos.

We discovered that Carlos had dropped out of school, at the beginning of the 2005
fall semester. He was working a temporary job. He had gotten a dog while in col-
lege, and now we found out that he had turned the dog loose in the woods because
he was told that Muslims consider dogs dirty creatures. I really couldn’t understand
how he could do that, because Carlos grew up with a dog in the house since he was
5 years old.

So my wife and I thought that there something or someone was getting in his
head and changing the way he thinks. It had gotten to the point where he had no
interest in coming home, even for the holidays.

All of this was part of brainwashing him, and changing his thinking a little bit
at a time.

He had a job in Nashville, together with some Muslims, who would tell him that
according to Islamic law, his employer had to let him pray at certain times of the
day, regardless of what was going on at the job. As a business owner, I told Carlos
that it would be very difficult for an employer to do this for all of his employees.

As the next step on his process of radicalization, Carlos was convinced to change
his name. He chose the name Abdulhakim Muhammad. At this point, his culture
was no longer important to him, only the Islamic culture mattered.

Some Muslim leaders had taken advantage of my son. But he’s not the only one
being taken advantage of: This is going on in Nashville and in many other cities
in America.

In Nashville, Carlos was captured by people best described as hunters. He was
manipulated and lied to. That’s how he made his way to Yemen. Carlos was hoping
to go there for a chance to cross over to Saudi Arabia and visit Mecca, as he was
taught all true Muslims must do at one time in their life. He was taught that he
would get to walk on the ground where Prophet Muhammad walked be able to trav-
el around the area. But these hunters had other plans for him. They set him up,
telling him that he could teach English at a British School in Aden in South Yemen,
This school turned out to be a front and Carlos ended up in a training camp run
by terrorists.

Carlos’s joining in with Yemeni extremists was facilitated by their American coun-
terparts in Nashville. We have since discovered that the former Imam of a Nashville
mosque, the Al Farooq Mosque, wrote the recommendation letter Carlos needed for
the school in Yemen. We also discovered that the school functions as an intake front
for radicalizing and training Westerners for Jihad.

From what I understand, the FBI had been following Carlos since before he left
Nashville and continued to do so after he came back from Yemen. When Carlos was
arrested for overstaying his visa in October of 2008, he was interviewed by an FBI
agent based in Nashville even before the U.S. Embassy was alerted about the ar-
rest. According to the Embassy, the FBI was alarmed about what they learned from
Carlos. We wish they could have told us—his family—about what they learned. If
we knew how serious his extremism had become, we could have put in every effort
to prevent the tragedy in Arkansas from happening.

When my son was arrested in Yemen, my family cried out for help in bringing
our son back to America from our Government. We got in touch with the U.S. Em-
bassy and the State Department. We also asked for help from our U.S. Representa-
tive, Steve Cohen’s office, and from FBI Special Agent Greg Thomason, who had
been tracking my son since Nashville.

After our son was finally released and brought home to us. No one said anything
to us about what might have happened to him in Yemen or what they may have
learned that so alarmed the FBI agent who interrogated Carlos while he was in the
custody of Yemen’s Political Security Organization.

Carlos’s experience in Yemeni political jail was the final stage of his
radicalization. He was in there with true evil-doers—hard-core al-Qaeda members
who convinced him to get revenge on America.

Something is wrong with the Muslim leadership in Nashville. What happened to
Carlos at those Nashville mosques isn’t normal. I have other family members who
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are Muslims, and they are modern, peaceful, law-abiding people, who have been
Muslim for many years and are not radicalized.

I also have several uncles and brothers in the military. Our family has fought for
the United States in every war since the Civil War. I have nephews who are cur-
rently in Afghanistan, as I speak, fighting for democracy and freedom for all Ameri-
cans.

It seems to me that the American people are sitting around and doing nothing
about Islamic extremism, as if Carlos’s story and the other stories told at these
hearings aren’t true. There is a big elephant in the room, but our society continues
not to see it.

This wrong is caused by political correctness. You can even call it political fear—
yes, fear. Fear of stepping on a special minority population’s toes, even as a segment
of that population wants to stamp out America and everything we stand for.

I must say that we are losing American babies—our children are in danger. This
country must stand up and do something about this problem. Yes, it’s my son’s trag-
ic story youre hearing about today, but tomorrow it could be your son or your
daughter. It might be an African-American child that they went after in Nashville,
but tomorrow their victim might have blonde hair and blue eyes. One thing is for
sure, it will happen again.

We must stop these extremist invaders from raping the minds of American citi-
zens on American soil. Here in America today, there are people with radical Islamic
political views who are organizing with one goal in mind: To convert our citizens
and to turn them against the non-believers. This is a big problem now in Nashville,
on college campuses and in the nearby area. Nashville has become a hotbed for rad-
ical Islamic recruiting.

Carlos grew up a happy-go-lucky kid. He always had a big smile on his face, and
loved to crack a joke or two. Everyone liked him. He loved to play team sports like
basketball and football. He loved swimming, dancing, and listening to music.

Today we have two families that have been destroyed. This could have been pre-
vented.

I would like to see something change so that no other family in this great country
of ours has to go through what our family is facing now.

GOD HELP US! GOD HELP US!
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Chairman KING. Our next witness is Abdirizak Bihi. He is the
Director of Somali Education and Social Advocacy Center in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota. He is the uncle of Burhan Hassan.

Mr. Bihi, I would ask you to try to confine your remarks to 5
minutes or slightly more.

STATEMENT OF ABDIRIZAK BIHI, DIRECTOR, SOMALI
EDUCATION AND SOCIAL ADVOCACY CENTER

Mr. Bidi. Chairman King, I would like to have a few more min-
utes, because I have an accent.

First of all, I want to say thank you to Chairman King and Mem-
bers of the committee for allowing me to speak on behalf of the
Muslim Somali American community today. I also want to thank
the Somali American community for helping us, the families of the
missing children, our youth, to stand up against the radicalization
of our youth.

I want to tell you why I am here today and how important it is
for me. I am here because of my nephew, Burhan Hassan; not only
him, between 20 and 40 others who are Somali Americans in the
State of Minnesota that have been brainwashed, radicalized, by
members of our community and lured back home into a burning in-
ferno in the civil war.
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I want to talk about my nephew. My nephew and his family, my
sister—I love my sister and her family—was among about 100,000
or so who fled from the civil war into neighboring Kenya where in
the camps there was no order, but the rape, mass killing, and dis-
order were the order of the day. Everybody begged and longed for
the day they would be restored by the international community.

Fortunately, my sister and her family, she was one of the
luckiest ones that made it to the shores of the United States of
America. My nephew immediately adapted to this land and became
an A student. He was loved by the community.

His mom and I and everybody else, the best thing for us was to
put him in a Koranic school, and that was the mosque, the
Abubakr As-Sadiqque. We invested in this center all our money to
make it bigger, so it could help our youth, instead of being on the
danger of the streets and to be influenced into bad behavior. We
wanted our children to succeed.

Unfortunately, on the historical night of November 4, 2008, No-
vember 4, my sister kept calling the family and missed her son. We
kept calling everybody. We finally ended up with other families. We
came to the end that our kids were lured back into Somalia. We
went to the mosque and the center and asked for answers. Every-
body promised they will meet with us.

The other day we were waiting for the imam and the other lead-
ers. All we did was saw up in the Somali TV and see them, instead
of helping us find our children, condemning us as tools being used
to destroy our own mosque and religion. That was more hurtful
than missing our children, because now we have to deal within our
bigger community as tools to destroy our faith and our community.

That set the stage for 2 years of struggle, and the battlefield was
the Somali American community. Whoever wins the community
and convinces the community that they are not missing children,
but liars like me and my family and 20 other single moms who lost
their children.

Well, after 2 years of demonstrations, educating, fighting with
basically our personal money, and efforts of sleeping 3 hours a
night, 2V2 years, we won the hearts and minds of the community.
But in the middle of the saga, though we never get help, we never
get help from our leaders, from our organizations, the big Islamic
organizations, but in the middle of our winning, where the commu-
nity started to sympathize with us, what happened to us? What
happened to our engineers, doctors, lawyers? My nephew wanted to
go to Harvard and become a lawyer or a doctor, just like you.

With all those things, then big organizations came to our commu-
nity that we have never seen. CAIR, such a beautiful name. Islamic
organizations. They stood with the mosque center, organizations
that hurt us so much more than our kids’ missing hurt, called us
tools. The center we built, the people we gave millions to, our goal,
our lives, our imams we trust. I want to warn you, it is only one
center out of 40-something centers, and that is where all the kids
are missing. All of them.

This organization comes in, agrees with other leaders too that we
are liars, we have a clan, tribal problems. I don’t know where that
came from. We have no clan, tribe, or language problems. We are
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one community. We have been hurt by other Muslims in our com-
munity. We have been denied to stand up.

We had to do three demonstrations on the street, in the rain, in
the snow, in Minnesota—I know you know Minnesota is cold—
against an Islamic organization that is claiming in the House of
Congress they are so powerful that they are helping us, that we are
tools to be used by Republicans, by Democrats, by liberals, by
neoconservatives, by Nazis, by Jews, by Sikhs.

We have been Muslims since Muhammad, our prophet. I want to
tell you, my community, the Somalia American community, is the
most beautiful community in the world, less none. They are 99.9
percent good American citizens that work day and night, 18 hours,
17 hours, 7 days, to chase the American dream. They don’t have
a voice. We have been kidnapped. So have our children. We have
been kidnapped by leadership that we have never seen.

Chairman KiING. Mr. Bihi, try to finish in 30 or 40 seconds,
please.

Mr. Bidl. I will do that. I want to conclude. For 2V2 years I have
not done anything else. The Somali community wants to be heard,
and I thank you, Mr. King, Congressman King, and other Members
of the committee, for getting me here, for parents like me. My com-
munity wants to be heard.

I want to ask to you look at and open an investigation as to what
is happening in my community. We are isolated by Islamic organi-
zations and leaders who support them. Talk to the common Jane
and Muhammad and Halim on the street, of close to 100,000 mem-
bers of my community. I want to tell you, 85 percent of our wonder-
ful youth do not have viable employment, are not engaged in con-
structive programs. If we stand and speak up for that, we are la-
beled as hurting instead of being supportive.

We need your support. We need a voice to speak up. We have
been hurt, and we are not going away.

What I want to say last

lChairman KING. I ask the audience to refrain from any response,
please.

Mr. Biai. What I want to say last is it is important to mention
that the Somali community in fact abhors and hates al-Shabaab.
Al-Shabaab as we speak is killing thousands of people in the city
of Mogadishu, and the world must understand that there is no gov-
ernment in Somalia. This problem will continue.

My last statement is, because I never had this opportunity, the
challenge is that the community is lacking strong, viable, inde-
pendent

Chairman KING. Mr. Bihi, actually your time has expired.

[The statement of Mr. Bihi follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF ABDIRIZAK BIHI

MARCH 10, 2011

First, I want to say thank you to Chairman King and Members of the committee
for allowing me to speak on behalf of the Muslim Somali American community
today. I also want to thank the Somali American community for helping us, the fam-
ilies of the missing children, to stand up against the radicalization of our youth. And
lastly, I want to thank the people of the State of Minnesota for helping the Somali
American community to grow and flourish in the State of Minnesota.
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Many Somali American families fled from a burning civil war to the refugee
camps in neighboring Kenya where killings, gang rape, starvation, and civilian mass
murdering was common. They waited in those camps for years and years to be res-
cued by the international community.

Many of them, including my sister and her son, Burhan Hassan, were fortunate
to have made it safely to the shores of the United States of America. These lucky
families were very good at adapting to life in the United States. They have found
not only peace and safety, but many other valuable opportunities such as employ-
ment and free first class education for their children. They also found the ability
to build their own communities and start their own businesses, such as Somali
malls, community organizations, as well as their own mosques to freely practice
their faith.

Burhan Hassan, my nephew, started to adapt to life in the United States so
quickly that he picked up the language and became an A student as soon as he
started in school. Burhan was very happy with his life here in a new country. Since
we are Muslim, my sister enrolled my nephew to the local mosque, Abubakr As-
Sadiqque (formerly known as the Shafici mosque) in the Riverside neighborhood of
Minneapolis, where he learned his religion well. We were very pleased with his
achievements, especially as many of his peers were not doing well. The reason for
this was that there are not that many resources for the youth in the community,
except for the local mosques.

The community has contributed millions of dollars from their meager resources
to enlarge and expand the Abubakr center so it could do more youth services since
there were not other useful and productive alternative youth resources for the So-
mali-American community. We in the Somali-American Muslim community hold
mosque Imams and leaders in high regard, and trust them blindly with everything,
including our children, since they are the leaders of our faith—a faith of peace, a
faith that stands for submission to God. We the families in the Somali-American
community sought a refuge for our children in the Abubakr center from the bad in-
fluences that lead to bad choices on the streets of our neighborhoods. We never
thought we could be hurt by the very institution that we trusted with our children.
When we realized that our children were recruited and lured away from us into the
burning country that we had fled from while they were in their infancy, we would
never have thought that possibly to have existed.

This youth had never grown up in Somalia or knew Somali, nor were they ever
discuss Somali or American politics. Their passion was sports, education, and elec-
tronic gadgets. They all were from single mom households and all of the recruited
young men belonged to one center. That is Abubakr As Saddique. It is a very impor-
tant that the cost to travel Somalia from Minneapolis is over $3,000—none of the
youth worked.

All those brainwashed and recruited young men—some of whom were killed—
were smart, bright future “embodiments of the community.” They were not only very
loved ones but most of them were “the men” of their single mom households. For
example the case of Mohamed Hassan. He was in the University of Minnesota. He
was the caretaker of the 90-yr-old grandmother who raised him, fled with him so
he could survive and have a future. Before the radicals brainwashed and lured him
back into the Somali inferno, he was taking care of his aging grandmother. He
would administer her a dozen medications and take her to her doctor’s appointment.
Between classes at the University, he would come home and feed his grandmother.
So was the case for Jamal Bana, another smart student that was taking care of his
siblings, mom, and his bed-ridden dad.

Another kid was the only driver of the family car that after the radicals took him
to Somalia, nobody else in the family could drive the car to get groceries, pick the
younger ones from school or dugsi. Or when the car was cited to be moved for street
snow removal, none in the family could save the first car and the only one from
being towed and taken forever.

Burhan Hassan came to United States at the age of four from the refugee camps
and never saw Somalia too. He was highly achieving Roosevelt High school senior
who was dreaming to go to Harvard to become a doctor or a lawyer just like many
of you. Burhan Hassan had never saw or met his dad because his dad was killed
while he was a few months old.

Looking back, my sister and I realized (along with the other mothers) that these
young men had been behaving very strangely within the last 3 or 4 months before
they went missing, spending most of their time at the mosque, even sleeping over-
night and during the weekends there. They appeared pensive and spent hours alone
thinking to themselves, and wouldn’t leave the mosque. We would never have
guessed that our kids had been brainwashed already and recruited to fight for al-
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Shabaab in a jihadist war which was killing other innocent Muslim Somalis thou-
sands of miles away.

On November 4, 2008, everybody in our community was engaged with the election
results. When my sister started to call me several times during the evening to notify
me that Burhan had not come home, I dismissed her and told her he was probably
getting the vote out somewhere, or probably somewhere in the mosque. My sister
awoke with her motherly instinct at around 2 a.m., and searched his room, to find
his laptop, important clothing, and locked-up passport all gone. She summoned the
whole family the next morning, and went to the local police station. We made phone
calls to the local hospitals, friends, family members, and we found nothing. My sis-
ter met two other families in the local police station, and one of the other family
members had an itinerary that one of the kids had left for his uncle to see, so the
families then decided to go to the airport to see if they could find someone to help
stop the kids in Europe. Nothing was possible, and we were frustrated. We went
to the mosque and failed to get answers. We were given promises that the imams
would come and meet with the families, and do everything they could to help find
out what happened to “their sons,” but that never happened. We kept waiting for
the imams to meet with us and give us an explanation of what happened to our
kids, since they were the ones who raised our kids.

In the mean time, we immediately approached the local law enforcement, mainly
the FBI, and told them that our kids were missing and that we had an itinerary
that showed that they were going to Somalia, and strongly pleaded with them to
urg}elntly try to stop our children from reaching Somalia and find out what happened
to them.

After a week of waiting without a word from mosque leadership except promises
to help, suddenly we saw them on Somali TV blaming us, the anxious families, for
lying about the mosque, and said we intended to destroy the mosque. They said
there were no young men missing from the mosques, and asked the community to
urgently stop us from doing harm to the Muslim community. The Imam Sheikh
Abdirahman Omar also went on Somali TV and said on behalf of the mosque leader-
ship that the only young men they see who are likely to disappear are ex-gang mem-
bers and drug addicts, that they had tried and failed to rehabilitate during the sum-
mertime. Those he was referring to are our children!

We in the families were at that time in a state of shock that words cannot ex-
press. We were in a state of confusion and fear, trying to locate our young men, not
only locally but internationally. We were awaiting help from the mosque leadership,
but we heard something that was unimaginable—a feeling which was even worse
than when the kids disappeared. Suddenly, in a matter of days, the mosque leader-
ship transformed us from victims of radicalization into pariahs of the community.
We were on the defensive, with these single mothers (with cultural and language
barriers) who were extremely vulnerable to all kinds of issues, having just lost not
only their children but their link to society, the only men in their households who
could take care of them.

Burhan would periodically call his mother from Somalia. He would ask how she
was and maybe ask for some money for glasses or other small needs. She would ask
him how he was and try to get him to explain why he was there, but he would re-
spong very cryptically. My sister became concerned that Burhan was being mon-
itored.

The last time that Burhan called was about 2 weeks before he was shot and
killed. He told my sister that he was sick. On June 5, 2009 my sister got a phone
call from another “recruit” who told my sister that “Little Bashir” was shot in the
head and killed and that he had helped bury Burhan somewhere in the Hodan Dis-
trict of Mogadishu.

The mosque leadership continued to disseminate a strong message that there
were no children missing, rather than we the families were tools and being used
by infidels to try and destroy the mosque. As a result of this, the families united
and started Saturday meetings that included outreaching to other community mem-
bers that also had missing children. We learned from the mosque leadership’s tac-
tics used to defame us that the community was the targeted audience, and we
framed our outreach strategy to educate the community about the realities of what
was happening to us. An intense outreach from both the mosque leadership and the
family members started to unfold in the Somali American community, where we
were trying to convince the community that our children were taken, that we
weren’t trying to destroy our own mosques (that we built), and that nobody can de-
stroy a mosque. At the same time, the mosque leadership was sending the message
to the families that had not yet spoken out, that:

o if they speak up about their missing loved ones will end up in Guantanamo be-

cause nobody cares about Muslims;
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e they have a better chance of getting their children back into the country if they

remain silent;

o if they speak up, they will be morally responsible for having killed all the Mus-

lims and destroyed all the mosques.

With that going on, we the families (on top of the emotional pain of missing our
children), had to spend day and night outreaching to the community to convince
them of the facts and the reality that we faced. We had to warn other families to
pay attention with what was going on with their own children, and dared to con-
tinue to stand up for all the single mothers (which comprises a large portion of our
community). With all those efforts which continued for months and years, we were
alone in our efforts.

In the mean time, the mosque leadership was always in the mode of “double-
speak,” claiming to the larger community in English that they were victims of our
efforts to find our “fake” missing children and creating open house events in the
mosque where big organizations such as the Council on American-Islamic Relations
(CAIR) would stand beside the mosque leaders and support them blindly, without
having ever met with the families of the missing Somali youths (even though we
had requested several times to meet with CAIR, but never did as we were left with-
out a response).

On the other hand, in Somali language, the mosque leaders (led by the imam)
would threaten and intimidate us, calling us all sorts of names during Friday’s ser-
mons just because we had spoken publicly about the missing Somali kids and had
refused to remain quiet.

For several months, as we (the families of the missing youth) pursued a constant
outreach to the Somali American Muslim community to convince them that our chil-
dren were really missing, we had finally gained some momentum in our efforts. As
a result, the community sympathized with us and we were getting more information
as to what had happened to our children. Just as we continued to make progress
in laying out the realities to our community, powerful organizations such as CAIR
stepped into our community and stifled whatever progress we had made by trying
to tell our Somali American community not to cooperate with law enforcement.
CAIR held meetings for some members of the community and told them not to talk
to the FBI, which was a slap in the face for the Somali American Muslim mothers
who were knocking on doors day and night with pictures of their missing children
and asking for the community to talk to law enforcement about what they know of
the missing kids. It was a slap in the face for community activists who had invested
time and personal resources to educate the community about forging a good rela-
tionship with law enforcement in order to stop the radicalization and recruitment
of our children. We held three different demonstrations against CAIR, in order to
get them to leave us alone so we can solve our community’s problems, since we don’t
know CAIR and they don’t speak for us. We wanted to stop them from dividing our
community by stepping into issues that don’t belong to them.

Our outreach efforts, after a grueling 2 years, have won us the hearts and minds
of the Somali American community to commit to stopping the radicalization efforts
of the few extremists and radicals in our community. In these efforts, we have iden-
tified the Somali American youth’s challenges and aspirations which have never
been addressed, by identifying and engaging the vulnerable youth. In terms of the
challenges, 85 percent of the Somali American youth who are vulnerable do not
have viable employment and are not engaged in productive social programs. In the
Cedar-Riverside neighborhood of Minneapolis, alone, we have the highest number
of youth per density of land in the State of Minnesota, and no tangible resources
for the youth. As a matter of fact, hundreds of millions of dollars of charitable tax
credited funds are being invested in rehabilitating the neighborhood, but it is not
having any positive impact on the community.

In conclusion, it important for me to state the fact that 99.9 percent of Muslim
Somali Americans are good citizens who are very grateful for the opportunities they
have and are very busy in chasing their American dream. It is also important to
mention the fact that they abhor al-Shabaab and terrorism as much as any other
American does. However, the challenge is that the community is lacking strong and
true leaders that translate the real voices of the average members of the commu-
nity. The only visible voices we hear are voices that are propped up by certain orga-
nizations (such as CAIR), and those organizations continue to deny the real facts
and voices of the communities by claiming that no problem exists, though we con-
tinue to face problems such as the radicalization of our vulnerable youth, a growing
trend of human trafficking and increasing youth violence. We regret the silencing
and intimidation faced by leaders and activists who dare to speak out on the real
challenges that keep our youth and community vulnerable to radicalization. Burying
our heads in the sand will not make this problem go away.
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Chairman KING. The next witness is Sheriff Baca. I understand
the gentlelady, Ms. Richardson, has asked to recognize Sheriff
Baca. Obviously, Sheriff Baca, your time will not be limited.

Ms. RiCHARDSON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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Sheriff Lee Baca is a former U.S. Marine. He served in law en-
forcement. He served as a law enforcement officer for 46 years. He
was elected as our Los Angeles County Sheriff in 1998. Sheriff Lee
Baca commands the largest Sheriff's Department in the United
States, leading over 18,000 budgeted, sworn, and professional staff
of law enforcement officers, and serves over 4 million people and
many of the cities, two of which happen to in my district, both
Compton and Carson. His jurisdiction includes 40 cities, 9 colleges,
58 superior courts and a local jail system housing over 20,000 pris-
oners.

Sheriff Baca is a respected witness. He has been to this com-
mittee testifying in both 2009 and 2010 and was invited here by
our Ranking Member, Mr. Thompson. Please join me in welcoming
Sheriff Lee Baca.

STATEMENT OF SHERIFF LEROY BACA, LOS ANGELES COUNTY
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Sheriff BAcA. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I thank
Ranking Member Thompson and your committee for this hearing
today. Moreover, I would like to thank Secretary Janet Napolitano
and the Department of Homeland Security for the support Los An-
geles has received regarding combating violent extremism.

The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department has long been a
leader in the development of relationships with the various ethnic,
cultural, and religious communities that thrive in the Los Angeles
area. We have established strong bonds through continuing out-
reach and physical presence at important events to every commu-
nity.

Therefore, I would caution that to comment only on the extent
of radicalization in the Muslim American community may be
viewed as singling out a particular section of our Nation. This
makes a false assumption that any particular religion or group is
more prone to radicalization than others.

For example, according to information provided by the Congres-
sional Research Service, there have been 77 total terror plots by
domestic non-Muslim perpetrators since 9/11. In comparison, there
have been 41 total plots by both domestic and international Muslim
perpetrators during the same period.

Reports indicate that Muslim Americans helped foil seven of the
last ten plots propagated by al-Qaeda within the United States.
Evidence clearly indicates a general rise of violent extremism
across ideologies. Therefore, we should be examining radicalization
as an issue that affects all groups, regardless of religion.

It is counterproductive to build trust when individuals or groups
claim that Islam supports terrorism. This plays directly into the
terrorist propaganda that the West’s war on terror is actually a
war against Islam. It is critical to build mutually respectful rela-
tionships with Muslim American communities in an endeavor to
work together to protect all Americans.

For example, as new immigrants or citizens, the vast majority of
Muslim community members within my jurisdiction are fiercely
proud of their American identity and display their patriotism on a
daily basis. When I made critical outreach to the community after
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9/11, 1 was overwhelmed by the number of Muslims who were
ready and willing to connect with law enforcement.

Moreover, after the 2005 transit bombings in London, the Mus-
lim American Homeland Security Congress was formed in Los An-
geles County to engage Muslim community members in our efforts
to counter violent extremism. The Homeland Security Congress is
comprised of leaders from the religious, business, professional, and
academic centers of the Muslim American community. Moreover, it
supports the efforts of our Muslim Community Affairs Unit made
up of Arabic-speaking Muslim deputy sheriffs, and I might add
that the Los Angeles Police Department has the same effort going.
The Muslim American Homeland Security Congress provides sup-
port to our homeland security efforts not only in Los Angeles, but
entire Southern California.

According to the Institute for Homeland Security Solutions re-
port, building on clues, examining successes and failures in detect-
ing U.S. terrorist plots from 1999 to 2009, 40 percent of all extrem-
ist plots were thwarted as a result of tips from the public and in-
formants. Muslim American community leaders in Los Angeles
have not hesitated to put themselves in potentially uncomfortable
positions to interact with local law enforcement.

In 2010, the Muslim Public Affairs Council enthusiastically re-
sponded to requests to speak at our annual Radicalization and
Homegrown Violent Extremism Conference. Speaking to 200 law
enforcement personnel, Salam al-Marayati and Edina Lekovic sub-
jected themselves to an intense period of questions and answers
from the audience regarding Islam radicalization and terrorism.
Due to their courage and willingness to answer any question pre-
sented, the evaluation of their performance was overwhelmingly
positive.

Outreach to the Muslim community is also done by our law en-
forcement outreach coordinators group which includes the Los An-
geles Police Department, the city of Los Angeles, the California
Emergency Management Agency, the FBI, the United States Attor-
ney General’s Office, the Transportation Security Administration,
and our most supportive Federal partner, the Department of Home-
land Security.

In America, we are obligated to protect all citizens and their re-
spective religions and to effectively detect and find extremists. Po-
lice leaders must have trust in their standing in all communities.
The Muslim community is no less or no more important than oth-
ers, as no one can predict with complete accuracy who or what will
pose the next threat against our Nation. Simply put, police need
public participation, and to accomplish that, strategies such as pub-
lic trust policing need to be a priority in our Nation.

Simply, our enemies cannot thrive or even survive when a major-
ity of people share common goals and pledge to be an asset for each
other in the fight to counter violent extremism.

Thank you for listening to my brief testimony on a subject that
is vital to all Americans.

[The statement of Mr. Baca follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SHERIFF LEE BAcA

MarcH 10, 2011

I appreciate the opportunity to add to a discussion on an important topic that af-
fects all of our communities. The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department has long
been a leader in the development of relationships with the various ethnic, cultural,
and religious communities that thrive in the Los Angeles area. Nowhere is that rela-
tionship more positive than that which exists between my agency and the American
Muslim Community. We have established strong bonds through continuing outreach
and physical presence at events important to the community and law enforcement.

I would caution that to comment only on the extent of radicalization in the Amer-
ican Muslim Community may be viewed as singling out a particular section of our
Nation. This makes a false assumption that any particular religion or group is more
prone to radicalization than others. According to the Muslim Public Affairs Council
(MPAC), utilizing information provided by respected organizations such as the Con-
gressional Research Service, the Heritage Foundation, and Southern Poverty Law
Center, there have been 77 total terror plots by domestic, non-Muslim perpetrators
since 9/11. In comparison, there have been 41 total plots by both domestic and inter-
national Muslim perpetrators during the same period. Reports indicate that Amer-
ican Muslims helped foil seven of the last ten plots propagated by al-Qaeda within
the United States. According to MPAC, evidence clearly indicates a general rise in
violent extremism across ideologies. Clearly, we should be examining radicalization
as an issue that affects all groups regardless of religion.

It is counterproductive to building trust when individuals or groups claim that
Islam supports terrorism. This plays directly into the terrorist’s propaganda that
the West’s “war on terror” is actually a “war against Islam.” It is critical to build
mutually respectful relationships with American Muslim communities and endeavor
to work together to protect all Americans whether locally or internationally.

Since we are gathered to share information about the American Muslim Commu-
nity and its response to radicalization, I can deliver very good news. The Muslim
Community in Los Angeles is an active participant in the securing of our homeland.
Whether as new immigrants or multi-generational citizens, the vast majority of
Muslim community members within my jurisdiction is fiercely proud of their Amer-
ican identity and display their patriotism on a daily basis.

When I made critical outreach to the community after 9/11, I was overwhelmed
by the number of Muslims who, while under threat from misinformed sources, were
ready and willing to connect with law enforcement to help keep the peace.

On September 13, 2001, I convened a meeting led by then Governor Gray Davis,
Mayor James Hahn, and Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, in addition to the Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Department’s Interfaith Council. The message to all our residents
was to refrain from invoking religious assumptions regarding the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks on America. A few criminals with a twisted and corrupted view of religious
doctrine had perpetrated universally condemned crimes against our citizens. They
did not represent the vast majority of American Muslims any more than Timothy
McVeigh represented his community.

Shortly after the July 7, 2005 transit bombings in London, the Muslim American
Homeland Security Congress (MAHSC) was formed in Los Angeles County to en-
gage the Muslim community in our efforts to counter violent extremism. MAHSC
is comprised of leaders from the religious, business, professional, and academic cen-
ters of the American Muslim Community in Los Angeles. MAHSC supports the ef-
forts of our Muslim Community Affairs Unit (MCA) made up of Arabic-speaking
Muslim deputy sheriffs and key leaders of the Sheriff's Department. Together, we
engage in community forums and participate in events to discuss issues that are
common to both the community and law enforcement. MAHSC provides support to
the homeland security efforts of my Department and has helped in minimizing isola-
tion and misunderstanding between the community and law enforcement.

American Muslim community leaders within Los Angeles have not hesitated to
put themselves in potentially uncomfortable positions to interact with law enforce-
ment. Late in 2010, MPAC enthusiastically responded to a request to speak at the
annual Radicalization and Homegrown Violent Extremism Conference which is co-
ordinated by my department. Attended by more than 200 law enforcement per-
sonnel, Executive Director Salam Al-Marayati and Communications Director Edina
Lekovic subjected themselves to an intense period of questions and answers from
the audience regarding Islam, radicalization, and terrorism. Due to their courage
and willingness to answer any question presented, the evaluation of their perform-
ance was overwhelmingly positive.



74

Our Sheriff's Department has a history of working closely with all the diverse
communities in Los Angeles County. Our Department’s efforts in community out-
reach and interaction is a Nationally recognized model that has proven successful
in countering potentially violent extremist activity. In particular, the success of our
relationships with American Muslims residing within Los Angeles County has been
examined by a multitude of agencies across the Nation as well as globally. The
Sheriff's Department outreach programs are not linked to counter-terrorism or intel-
ligence units. Our outreach is real and genuine. We are only interested in building
long-term, trusted relationships with our communities. Where those relationships
have existed with no underlying intent, critical information has been gained and
shared with appropriate partners.

As the community leaders who have engaged with our Department share their ex-
periences with their contacts across the Nation, interest in our program has sky-
rocketed. In the past 6 months, Sergeant Mike Abdeen and Deputy Sheriff Morsi,
of the Muslim Community Affairs Unit, have made presentations to the National
Sheriff’s Association Conference, the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center
(FLETC), the United States Attorney General’s Office, the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, and have recently been invited to speak at the National Counter-Terrorism
Center (NCTC). Their ability to create and maintain mutually beneficial relation-
ships between the Muslim Community and the Sheriff's Department is nothing
short of remarkable. One visibly striking example of success is the reception re-
ceived by a uniformed deputy sheriff driving a marked Sheriff’s patrol vehicle to
events at our local Islamic Centers. Our personnel are not seen as a threat or per-
son to be avoided but rather a pleasant and welcome part of the community.

We are founding members of the Law Enforcement Outreach Coordinators Group
in Los Angeles which includes the Los Angeles Police Department, the city of Los
Angeles, the California Emergency Management Agency, the FBI, United States At-
torney General’s Office, the Transportation Security Administration, and our most
supportive Federal partner, the Department of Homeland Security.

All of these agencies recognize that you cannot arrest or enforce your way out of
the radicalization issue. The outreach to community members and the building of
relationships will lead to a trusted network for sharing of information and contacts.

These relationships are crucial to mitigate a threat, or more importantly, recog-
niz}ei thle threat at a stage where a person, or a group, on the wrong path can be
righted.

I have long recognized that law enforcement alone cannot generate the necessary
intelligence and response to the presence of violent extremism without the coopera-
tion and support of the American Muslim Community. According to the Institute for
Homeland Security Solutions report “Building on Clues: Examining Successes and
Failures in Detecting U.S. Terrorist Plots 1999-2009,” fully 40 percent of all extrem-
ist plots were thwarted as a result of tips from the public and informants. There
is no better example than that of Christmas bomber Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab’s
father, Umaru, who was so worried about his son’s radicalization that he felt com-
pelled to report it to proper authorities (Nigerian Embassy). I believe that Umaru
Abdulmutallab is not the exception but the rule for most of American Muslims.
When confronted with a situation over which they have lost control, most parents
will find a way to intervene. It is up to us to provide the channel for that informa-
tion to flow with dignity and respect for the person reporting.

In America, we are obligated to protect all citizens and their respective religions,
and to effectively detect and find extremists. Police leaders must have the trust and
understanding of all communities who are represented in their jurisdictions. The
Muslim Community is no less or more important than others as no one can predict
with complete accuracy who or what will pose the next threat against our Nation.
Simply put, police need public participation, and to accomplish that, strategies such
as public-trust policing need to be a priority in our Nation.

To maintain a safe society free of violent extremism, police leaders must apply
public-trust policing techniques that lead to appropriate channels of communication
and participation with the public. Los Angeles County has aggressively pursued a
public-trust policing program by building relationships with all faiths to achieve
interfaith harmony. Los Angeles County has many interfaith efforts; the Sheriff’s
Department developed an Interfaith Advisory Council consisting of more than 300
Rabbis, Priests, Imams, Ministers, Monks, and faith leaders of all religions.

With more than 1 billion Muslims worldwide, outreach to that particular commu-
nity cannot remain a local matter. The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department
strives to build strong relationships with Government professionals from all over the
world including those with significant Muslim populations. I have traveled exten-
sively throughout the world with the purpose of creating a network of policing and
Governmental professionals who feel comfortable sharing best practices to overcome
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common problems. To further solidify international relationships, members of the
Sheriff's Department have embarked upon professional diplomacy efforts to coun-
tries which include Pakistan, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Jordan, Israel, Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia, Gulf States, Mexico, China, Taiwan, South Korea, France, Italy, Germany,
Spain, Russia, the Netherlands, Canada, Morocco, Singapore, Armenia, and Great
Britain. The investment of time and effort in the professional diplomacy arena pays
tremendous dividends when international cooperation is necessary.

In traditional law enforcement, more money is spent on the response to incidents
than in prevention or mitigation efforts. I believe that those efforts should be equal-
ized. With the prevention and educational efforts being pursued by our outreach
programs, we think the smart money is on the front end. If you can turn anger into
understanding and violence into civic activism, there would be no necessity for re-
sponse.

At this time in our history, with billions of dollars being spent on wars against
terror, our Nation should follow President Obama’s example and serve as instru-
ments of goodwill to Muslims throughout the world.

It is my belief that the average American has the potential to be our best ambas-
sador of goodwill, however, Senators, Representatives, Governors, Mayors, Boards of
Supervisors, Sheriffs, and Police Chiefs must set the example with a desire to visit
Islamic centers and communicate with Muslims in the quest for a better under-
standing of Islam. Our enemies cannot thrive or even survive when a majority of
people share common goals and pledge to be an asset to each other in the fight to
counter violent extremism.

As a member of the Homeland Security Advisory Council, I would like to com-
mend Department of Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano for her initia-
tive on Countering Violent Extremism (CVE). I dedicate myself and the Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Department to continue our efforts to make our citizens safer. I
look forward to answering any questions you may have. Thank you.

ATTACHMENT 1.—LAW ENFORCEMENT INTERACTION WITH THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY
IN Los ANGELES COUNTY

THE DEVELOPMENT OF MUSLIM COMMUNITY OUTREACH/HISTORY AND ACHIEVEMENTS

July 2005, Sheriff Baca establishes (MAHSC) the Muslim American Homeland Se-
curity Congress. The first of its kind in the Nation. MAHSC is a non-political, non-
governmental, non-religious, and non-profit organization. It was established with
the mission to foster education and understanding between the Muslim community
and the Sheriff's Department to protect and defend the United States of America
and to prevent terrorism and any acts of prejudice. Members of MAHSC include the
following organizations that represent the Muslim community in the southern Cali-
fornia area:

e Bilal Islamic Center,

Council on American Islamic Relations—LA Chapter,
Council on Pakistani American Affairs,
Iranian-American Muslim Association of North America,
Islamic Center of Hawthorne,

Islamic Center of San Gabriel Valley,

Islamic Center of South Bay,

Islamic Center of Southern California,

Islamic Shura Council of Southern California,
Muslim American Society,

Muslim Public Affairs Council,

o Omar Ibn Al Khattab Foundation.

July 2007, Sheriff Baca establishes a Muslim Community Outreach Program with
a full time Muslim Sergeant dedicated to working with MAHSC board members and
directed to restoring community trust, building bridges, and to develop educational
programs that will benefit the Muslim community as well as the Sheriff's personnel.

August 2008, the Muslim Community Affairs Unit was established and staffed by
one full-time Sergeant, one full-time Deputy, and four part-time Deputy Sheriffs to
assist in the development of the outreach program. The MCA unit’s mission is to
build a stronger relationship with the Muslim community for better understanding
and cooperation with law enforcement.

September 2008, a Muslim youth program was developed with the purpose of edu-
cating the youth about law enforcement and engaging them with meaningful and
productive activities.

October 2008, a training program was developed for recruits in the academy to
learn about Islam and provides cultural awareness issues when working with the
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Muslim community. The material used for the training was provided and taught by
community organizations and community volunteers.

October 2009, law enforcement outreach coordinators group was established under
the guidance of the MCA unit with the purpose of coordinating the efforts of out-
reach among the different law enforcement agencies. The group includes Local,
State, and Federal Agencies, all of which are interested in building bridges and im-
proving the cooperation of the Muslim community with their respective agencies.
(LAPD, LA City, CALEMA, FBI, DHS, US Attorney, TSA, USCIS).

May 2010, young Muslim American Leaders Advisory Council (YoungMALAC)
was established with the purpose of engaging young Muslim professional adults
with the Sheriff's Department and to encourage civic engagement with the commu-
nity at large while receiving recommendations on activities and possible policy
changes from young professionals. YoungMALAC consists of 12 board members with
background and education in public policy, law, medicine, business, and education.

July 2010, the MCA launches a website with the objective of educating the com-
munity on the outreach efforts & social services and events carried by the unit and
educating the Sheriff’s department personnel on the Muslim community.

December 2010, the MCA unit completes a training video titled “Law Enforcement
Interaction with the Muslim Community”. This training video was produced in part-
nership with the Muslim Public Affairs Council in Los Angeles.

January 2011, Jail/Custody Outreach program was established with the purpose
of connecting jail inmates with support units and organizations upon release from
cu?tody while ensuring that proper none violent teachings are taking place in the
jails.

The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department’s experience with the Muslim com-
munity in the L.A. area, although challenging at times, has been very rewarding.
The level of trust and cooperation members of the Sheriff's Department continue to
experience has been very good and continues to improve on a daily basis.

Members of the MCA unit and the department in general have been invited and
have attended many social, religious, and educational events to include holiday fes-
tivities, Ramadan Iftars and family celebrations. The Mosques and Islamic centers
in the L.A. area have been open and were made available to any member of law
enforcement to visit and to attend any cultural or religious event.

The MCA unit and the Sheriff have hosted several town hall meetings with the
Muslim community to answer questions and to address concerns. Some of the edu-
cational programs that were provided to the community include:

e Domestic violence,

e Gang activities and awareness,

e Youth and teens driving education,

e Terrorism,

e Narcotics education and awareness,

o Identity theft avoidance and awareness.

SUCCESS STORIES

We measure our success by the trust that we enjoy with community leaders, mem-
bers of the community in general, and the organizations that represent the commu-
nity. Sheriff’s cars and uniform personnel are no longer seen as a threat to the com-
munity in Los Angeles County but rather a pleasant and welcomed part of the com-
munity and the Islamic centers.

The “Law Enforcement interaction with the Muslim Community” training video
was produced in partnership with the Muslim Public Affairs Council, an organiza-
tion that represents a large number of the Muslim community Nation-wide. Several
video shoot locations, staffing, and script were provided by MPAC and members of
the Muslim community.

Many tips, leads, and reports of suspicious activities were provided by either Mus-
lim community members or organizations. These reports of possible suspicious ac-
tivities would not have been communicated to law enforcement personnel if we did
not have the trust and bridges built. The trust that was earned, provided the mech-
anism for the community to communicate its concern and therefore reporting the
criminal activity.

The establishment of the Young Muslim American Leaders Advisory Council, the
activities sponsored by the Sheriff's Department, and the mutual support of the Is-
lamic centers and the families of the youth involved is a tool and a method of coun-
tering violent extremism through trust, education, and cooperation between law en-
forcement and the Muslim community.

The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department’s Custody outreach program in our
jails is not only a bridge building for inmates with the outside world but also is a
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counter radicalization effort by ensuring that proper teachings of Islam are checked
by having the right educators, material, and well-qualified and properly
credentialed chaplains and Imams. The process would not have been possible with-
out the cooperation of the local Muslim community by providing volunteers and vet-
ted religious texts that will not incite violence but rather teach the proper peaceful
message of the religion.

LESSONS LEARNED

Our experience continues to teach us that implementing community trust policing
methods is the best way to succeed and gain the cooperation of any community you
serve and work with. The Muslim community is not different than all the other com-
munities we serve daily. Build trust, solicit cooperation, and establish methods of
communication with the community and the result will be crime reporting, reporting
of suspicious activities, and countering violent extremism at all levels.

ATTACHMENT 2.—L0S ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT ADVISORY
COUNCILS

AAAC: American Allegiance Advisory Council (Lebanese)

. AASAC: Armenian American Sheriff’s Advisory Council

BASAC: Bangladesh American Sheriff’'s Advisory Council

LASACCA: Los Angeles Sheriff's Advisory Council of Cambodian Americans
LACASAC: Los Angeles Chinese American Sheriff’s Advisory Council
CLSAC: Concerned Leaders Sheriff’'s Advisory Council

. DFCSAC: Drug Free Community Sheriff’'s Advisory Council

. DCSAC: Druze Community Sheriff's Advisory Council

. EOBSAC: Emergency Operations Bureau Sheriff’s Advisory Council
10. EASAC: European American Sheriff’s Advisory Council

11. ECSAC: Executive Clergy Sheriff’s Advisory Council

12. GLBTAC: Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender Advisory Council

13. GASAC: Greek American Sheriff’s Advisory Council

14. HASAC: Hispanic American Sheriff’s Advisory Council

15. HSAC: Homeland Security Advisory Council

16. IASAC: Indo American Sheriff’'s Advisory Council

17. LATASAC: Los Angeles Iranian American Sheriff’s Advisory Council
18. JASAC: Jewish American Sheriff's Advisory Council

19. KASC: Korean American Scholarship Council

20. LAKASAC: Los Angeles Korean American Sheriff’s Advisory Council
21. LAKASA-CCI: Los Angeles Korean American Sheriff’'s Advisory Central Chapter
22. MCSAC: Multi-Culture Sheriff's Advisory Council

23. MAHSC: Muslim American Homeland Security Congress

24. PASAC: Pakistan American Sheriff's Advisory Council

25. LAPASAC: Los Angeles Persian American Sheriff's Advisory Council
26. PSAC: Professional Services Advisory Council

27. RSSAC: Russian Speaking Sheriff’'s Advisory Council

28. SAASAC: South Asian American Sheriff’s Advisory Council

29. SCLAC: Sheriff's Community Liaison Advisory Council

30. TASAC: Thai American Sheriff's Advisory Council

31. YESAC: Youth Education Sheriff's Advisory Council

Chairman KING. Thank you, Sheriff Baca. We appreciate your
testimony. Thank you very much.

The Chair will recognize himself.

Dr. Jasser, thank you for your testimony. You listened to the tes-
timony of Mr. Bledsoe and Mr. Bihi. I would ask you, do you see
these as isolated cases or is it part of a systemic problem in the
Muslim American community? If it is, how would that be impacted
as far as mosques, as far as CAIR, and as far as overseas funding?

Dr. JASSER. Chairman King, I can’t underscore how important
this question is. Is it simply anecdotes like a crime problem, or is
there a systemic problem?

The first thing we need to say is that the vast majority of
mosques are places that all of our families go worship, patriotic
Americans like every other cross-section of America. Not only are
they not a threat, but they would report anything that they see.
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Having said that, though, we have a problem internally. Where
is that? It is a minority, but there is an ideology that exists in
some mosques, not all, not a majority, but in some mosques, and
it is a significant number. What I am talking about is not the vio-
lent part. We need to change that paradigm from talking about vio-
lence.

It is about that separatism, that idea that the Islamic state takes
precedence, Islamic law takes precedence over American law. So if
you look, for example, mosques that—I have seen a sermon in
Phoenix where one of the largest mosques, they held up one of
CAIR’s pictures and the picture said something extremely insulting
about American soldiers and what they are doing in Iraq. You can’t
tell me that doesn’t have an impact upon radicalizing Muslims at
that mosque.

Now, is that free speech? Absolutely. Do their civil rights need
to be protected? Absolutely. But there should have been a huge pro-
test from people in that mosque that what he did violated and of-
fended us as Americans. But there wasn’t. There was silence.

So I think it is time. This platform that we have here and on
should be a platform to awaken the silent Muslim majority that ex-
ists there, that loves this country, to start to do some self-repair,
rather than turning a blind eye and pointing fingers to other faiths.

Funding is also an issue. There is a lot of consolidation of
thought within mosques. One of the other things that I think is im-
portant for the committee to understand is that our population is
extremely diverse, but yet in this country, the groups that seem to
represent us are those that are mobilized based on being an Is-
lamic lobby, which is really part of political Islam.

Most of our families left that political Islamic party mentality in
the Middle East and came here to be part of a political infrastruc-
ture that separates church and state. So to say that, well, how do
we engage those Muslims, where are they, they are hard to get to
because they don’t want to be involved in Islamic or Muslim orga-
nizations because they separate mosque and state. So I think it is
important that we make that distinction.

Now, looking at the Islamists as a group, again, violence is a
small part of their mentality. But yet as you look at the bigger
part, they facilitate the concept that the Islamic state is suprema-
cist, is better; Islamic law should be part of government. All this
needs reform, and only we can do it.

Some of the mosques, for example, get funding and have a com-
mon source of ownership called the North American Islamic Trust,
listed as an unindicted coconspirator in the Holy Land Foundation
trial. They hold deed to some, they quote, 300 mosques on their
website; some say up to 50 percent of mosques. Yet if you look at
some of the teachings that the Islamic Society of North America
and a few others endorse, they are associated—and I put this in
my testimony—some of their imams are associated with the Assem-
bly of Muslim Jurists of America.

So along with some of that funding that came originally from
petrodollars in the 1970s, comes I think an ideology that is perva-
sive with Wahhabism, which is a fundamentalist Islamic strain, or
Islamism as an entity or political Islam. Very different from Islam
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as a faith, I believe. We still have to go through that enlightenment
process and that reform.

But you can’t disconnect the funding. There have been commit-
tees in this House that have studied that. The Judiciary Committee
in the Senate studied the funding issue of mosques in 2003. I think
that is a whole other issue.

But I do think along with it comes apologetics, a lack of reform,
and a sense of basically trying to evangelize Islam, rather than try-
ing to internalize American ideals into our faith, which is two dif-
ferent things. So it is a significant problem.

Chairman KiNG. Thank you, Dr. Jasser.

In my final seconds, Mr. Bledsoe, I was very moved by your testi-
mony. In the lead-up to these hearings, this hearing was attacked
by everybody, from CAIR to Kim Kardashian to The New York
Times, as being such a dangerous moment we were going to have
here today.

Why did you come to testify? What do you hope your testimony
will bring about and what is your opinion of this hearing?

Mr. BLEDSOE. I think it is very necessary for this hearing to be
held. I think that as you can see, a lot of people are still in denial
that we even have a problem in America with radicalization.

I came here to speak to the American people. I wanted to say
something on behalf of my son and my grandson, which is 9
months old, hoping that he doesn’t get caught up in that same trap
or get captured by that same hunter that my son got caught up in.

I also wanted to say to the American people that I hope that my
coming here today, that someone out there in the world, in Amer-
ica, that could hear my story and learn something from the
radicalization stages and the process of radicalization, that they
can catch some of that which I did not understand at the time my
son was being processed and radicalized, hoping that some other
child, some other parent, can understand and save that child. If I
can save one other child from going through what my family went
through, or the victim’s family went through, then I think my trip
here to this committee is worthwhile.

Chairman KiNG. Thank you, Mr. Bledsoe.

I am privileged to recognize the distinguished Ranking Member
from Mississippi, Mr. Thompson.

Mr. THOMPSON. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Sheriff Baca, as a professional law enforcement person, can you
share what your training and experience has taught you in work-
ing with different communities within Los Angeles County?

Sheriff BAcA. Yes. The concept of public trust, in my opinion, is
the core message of my testimony; that policing requires extraor-
dinary ability to interact with people, particularly in a diverse soci-
ety where people, whether they are here for long periods of time
or immigrants, generally have a mistrust of what we represent on
the initial contact.

So in the building of relationships—and our particular subject
today is obviously the Muslim communities—we believe that what
is important is that through relationship building, through pro-
grams such as our Muslim outreach effort and the idea that every
individual could be a victim of a crime, and when it comes to vio-
lent extremism, or let’s just say even violent gangs, the same ap-
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proach that you use for a violent gang should be used for what we
are now talking about in violent extremism concerning terrorism.

Once you do that, you have seeded the community into a place
where if the informant cannot contact a cop directly, the informant
knows someone who can. So the idea that we must always as a law
enforcement strategy be the first ones to know is highly unlikely.
That is true of any crime or any gang, but it is also very fundamen-
tally an important point to make when it comes to radicalization.

Obviously, the witnesses here had some exposure before the ac-
tions were taken, and, as a result, the question is: How well can
you listen? What I didn’t hear is when were the police notified or
when were authorities notified.

What I am trying to do is close the gap. What I want to know
as soon as possible is that when you are experiencing these un-
usual behaviors within mosques or with individuals within your
family, the time to notify authorities is now. I believe that is part
of the reason why these hearings are very, very important.

Mr. THOMPSON. Thank you very much.

Dr. Jasser, one of the schools of thought among some of these
Members of the committee is that we ought to profile Muslims in
America. Do you agree with that?

Dr. JASSER. I don’t agree with blind profiling. That is unconstitu-
tional. However, smart law enforcement that doesn’t waste our re-
sources on investigating people that would not have a high propen-
sity toward radicalization I think is smart also. We have to be care-
ful.

Mr. THOMPSON. Now, the school of thought is that we ought to
profile all Muslims in America.

Dr. JASSER. You can’t do that.

Mr. THOMPSON. That is fine. But that is the school of thought.

Mr. Bihi, what is your position on that?

Mr. BiHI. I am 20,000 times against the profiling, not only Mus-
lims, but any group.

Mr. THOMPSON. Absolutely. One of the comments that those of us
who had serious problems about hearings of this nature is that you
run the risk of profiling law-abiding citizens in this country who
just happen to be Muslim. I think what we have to do is take—
as Sheriff Baca said, those individuals who see illegal or other ac-
tivities taking place, need to be taught to report it. One of the ways
you do that is to engage the community, the law enforcement com-
munities, as soon as possible, and I think from a professional law
enforcement opinion standpoint, that is where we ought to be.

The last point, Dr. Jasser. Another comment attributed to this
committee school of thought is there are too many mosques in
America. Do you agree with that?

Dr. JASSER. Absolutely not. My family has built a number of
mosques, have been involved in that. I feel it is one of the reasons
they came to this country, is in order to exercise that freedom.

Can I add one thing, Chairman King? Chairman King, may I add
one thing regarding law enforcement issues?

Chairman KING. Yes, Mr. Jasser.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Chairman, regular order.

Chairman KING. Mr. Thompson controls the time.
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Mr. THOMPSON. The point is I think religious freedom has an ab-
solute place in America

Dr. JASSER. Just so the record

Mr. THOMPSON. No, you said there are not too many mosques in
America. I am saying I agree with you.

Dr. JASSER. As far as law enforcement is concerned, I think——

Mr. THOMPSON. I didn’t ask about law enforcement.

Dr. JASSER. The first question you did, sir.

Mr. THOMPSON. But I did not ask it of you.

Chairman KING. Has the gentleman from Mississippi yielded
back his time?

Mr. THOMPSON. Yes.

Chairman KING. I recognize the gentleman from California, Mr.
Lungren, for 5 minutes.

Mr. LUNGREN. First of all, I don’t recognize those schools of
thought as representing anybody on this side of the aisle.

Second, I want to welcome Sheriff Baca here. He is an old friend.
We worked together in law enforcement together, and we worked
with your Department in creating the community-oriented policing
and problem-solving program that you have carried through, of
which I would say this is an extension; that is, what you referred
to here today.

At the same time, I would say to those who criticize us for a sin-
gular focus here, that I have been on panels that have investigated
the continuing presence of Nazi war criminals in the United States,
and whether or not we should continue to investigate and pros-
ecute them; I have served on panels that dealt with the wartime
relocation of Japanese Americans and Japanese nationals that was
limited to that; I have been in hearings in which we have looked
at the problem of youth gang violence, and we didn’t talk about
non-youth gang violence.

I have been on the Judiciary Committee when we held hearings
about the unsolved murders of African Americans in the South,
four decades after that, and where we made sure there was financ-
ing for the Justice Department to pursue those cases, and we didn’t
go beyond that.

I have been there where we examined the Ku Klux Klan, but we
didn’t go beyond that at that time.

When I was Attorney General, we did investigate skinhead
groups and militias. We were not criticized, or, if we were, I didn’t
think it was reasonable criticism to say we didn’t look at other
gangs at that time. My point is that we are looking at a specific
problem and we are trying to deal with it.

Sheriff Baca, you indicated that you need to have cooperation
with law enforcement. What would you say about a poster that
tells people: Build up a wall, do not cooperate with the FBI?

Sheriff BacA. I would not advise that to any group of American
citizens or any group that is an organization that would like to
help solve a problem. Obviously, we need the help, and I think that
people that don’t trust law enforcement are in a position where
they should learn how to trust law enforcement. But the law en-
forcement community itself has to lead in that relationship. Most
people tend to step away from law enforcement.
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Mr. LUNGREN. I appreciate that. But organizations that affirma-
tively say: Do not cooperate with law enforcement, are not exactly
helpful to us solving that problem; is that correct?

Sheriff BAcA. That is correct.

Mr. LUNGREN. Mr. Bihi, you mentioned when you had this prob-
lem of looking for your nephew, along with the other 20 lost young
people, you keep telling us that, and that is a nice euphemism for
the fact that you found they had been spirited away to a foreign
country, and your nephew was killed when he was there; is that
not correct?

Mr. BiH1. That is correct.

Mr. LUNGREN. When you brought that to the attention of mem-
bers of leaders of your mosque, did they encourage you to deal with
law enforcement?

Mr. BiHI. No. As a matter of fact, they threatened me, intimi-
dated me, and not only me, the whole family. There are three mes-
sages that they have put out. One message was a very strong mes-
sage that if—I am talking about the families that have not re-
ported their missing children to the FBI or the police. The first
message

Chairman KING. Can you move the microphone closer, please?

Mr. BIHI. Yes, sir. Thank you.

The first message was to the parents, that if you as a single
mother with a cultural language barrier, report your son gone, if
you go to the FBI or the police, they don’t care about you because
they know you are Muslim. They will send you to Guantanamo. A
very strong message.

The second message was you have more chances for your son to
slip back into the country if you don’t have a big mouth like Bihi
or other families, if you stay quiet.

The third was moral and religious. It was the afterlife. If you do
that, you are going to be responsible for the eradication of all
mosques and all Islamic societies in North America and you will
have eternal fire in hell.

Mr. LUNGREN. Mr. Bihi, would you call that intimidation?

Mr. Bia1. That is the worst form of intimidation.

Mr. LUNGREN. You and your family were a target of intimidation
to stop you from cooperating with law enforcement; is that correct?

Mr. BIHI. Yes, intimidation in its purest form. If you let me, I
would like to say something about what our great sheriff said
about the community.

We reported the missing kids to the police within hours when we
woke up; several police stations, including the police officers of the
Minneapolis International Airport. The next morning we set up an
appointment and we met all the FBI. I believe our great director
was there too. I think he was there too.

I also want to mention another thing about hooking up with the
FBI in the Islamic community. If we don’t have organizations and
imams and leaders that created hurdles and blocks and threats
and intimidation, we could have done it ourselves. We could have
done that. We in the Somali community should get the credit, our
Congressman should give us the credit, should give me the credit
for making all the efforts that Director Ralph Porter said about the
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Somali community. If you check the USA Today about the report
they made on us and the work we have done, it was to our credit.

Chairman KING. Mr. Bihi, your time has expired.

The gentlelady from California, Ms. Sanchez, is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to ask
unanimous consent to put forward 34 different letters for our body
of work here, from different organizations across the Nation who
have submitted them for testimony in the record.

Chairman KiNG. Without objection, so ordered.*

Ms. SaNcHEZ. Thank you, gentleman, for being before us, and
particularly I welcome Sheriff Baca. I know you have been before
our committee several times. I have the privilege of representing
Orange County, California, as you know, probably the second- or
third-largest Islamic and/or Arab population in the Nation, so I am
well aware of the work that you have done not only up in Los An-
geles County, but most people don’t realize that in the time of a
terrorist attack or a National emergency, we actually fall under
your leadership in Los Angeles. So we have worked together a lot.
It is a pleasure, always, to have you here with us.

Today my question is to Mr. Jasser. In your testimony, you say
too many so-called Muslim leadership groups in America, like
CAIR, or Muslim advocates, have specifically told Muslims across
the Nation, for example, not to speak to the FBI or law enforce-
ment unless they are accompanied by an attorney.

Now, the right to have an attorney present when speaking to law
enforcement is a specific principle of American civil liberties. So as
a minority, I would advocate to people, in particular minorities,
that they should have their attorney present when being inves-
tigated, talked to, spoken to, addressed by the FBI.

So by what legal principle do you assert that any minority in
America should waive that American principle?

Dr. JASSER. Congresswoman Sanchez, I don’t disagree with you.
I am talking about this as a father. When I walk up to a police offi-
cer or the FBI, I teach my children they are your friends. You can
talk to them. If they ask you things, they are not going to be at-
tacking you.

Ms. SANCHEZ. If they come to your home at night, like they do
in my community, like some come to my community and knock at
8 p.m. at night to ask questions, if it were you on the other side
of the door, not knowing what questions they were going to ask,
would you not say: Can you come back tomorrow to my office, my
business office? Would you not say: Let me call my attorney and
I will come meet you down at the FBI office? Or would you say:
Sure, come on in, I will answer any question.

Dr. JASSER. It depends on the circumstances. I don’t disagree
with you, civil—

Ms. SANCHEZ. You don’t know the circumstances when somebody
comes to your office late at night like that. You would assert the
privilege of an attorney, would you not?

Dr. JASSER. Congresswoman, not all the time, no, I would not. I
am not constantly under fear from the Government, because I have

*Documents are included in Appendix I.
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nothing to hide. I am not saying you don’t have civil rights to pro-
tect. That is part of the discussion. But when that discussion that
you just went through dominates the entire conversation about
Muslims in America, it creates a narrative that this Government
is against you and it creates a narrative that it is anti-Islam and
anti-Muslim.

Yes, we should have our civil rights protected. It is part of the
bandwidth. The rest of it should be about how much we love this
Government, how much we should join the military, how much we
should help the homeland security.

Ms. SANCHEZ. We have those discussions, obviously, in the mi-
nority community. I sit on the Armed Services Committee also. I
think that is one of the really rock-bed ideas of the Latino commu-
nity, for example. But I still would suggest to anybody that if the
FBI comes late at night knocking on your door, you tell them you
would like to meet them at some other place at some other time
with your attorney.

Sheriff Baca, could you talk about some of the initiatives in par-
ticular that you have implemented in your department to work bet-
ter with the community? It is coming from this background. When
we have problems, for example, when we ask people to do 586(g),
which is to go after immigrants and knock on doors and look for
undocumenteds, or when we have these sort of situations where
law enforcement comes in a certain way intimidating—it is always
intimidating—it is intimidating for me when law enforcement stops
me and I have to pull over. I am driving a car, and all the sudden
I see the flashing lights in the back, my heart starts to beat. For
me, law enforcement is like that, even for those of us who work
with you.

Minority communities in particular, I think, have a very big sen-
sitivity to law enforcement. What do you think happens? What are
the initiatives you try so that, in fact, minority communities and
immigrant communities are not afraid and actually move forward
and come forward with information? Don’t you think when we in-
timidate them, or point them out, or profile them, or have some of
these comments come out like that, that it is dangerous to our abil-
ity to get communities to help us?

Sheriff BACA. The first thing I do is I train all deputies when
they enter our academy and exit it to recite the core values of the
sheriff's department by heart. I will recite them now. This is the
bedrock of the American Constitution, the Bill of Rights, civil
rights, and even human rights. That is the core values are this: As
a leader of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, I commit
myself to only perform my duty with respect for the dignity of all
people; the integrity to do what is right and fight what is wrong;
wisdom to apply common sense and fairness in all that I do; and
the courage to stand against racism, sexism, anti-Semitism,
homophobia, and bigotry in all its forms.

When you look at the history of bias in America, the reality is
that our Founders created a brilliant document, the Constitution,
then the Bill of Rights. Civil rights are real, but human rights are
part of the element here when you have an international problem
such as terrorism. So people need to clearly know from law enforce-
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ment agencies where do you stand before you even talk to me, who
are you, and what do you represent?

No police officer, no sheriff, no anybody with law enforcement au-
thority will ever step outside of the American legal system in doing
their job. We are the most regulated, perhaps, form of public serv-
ice than anyone can imagine. So my first outreach to the committee
is to say, if you don’t have an encounter with my deputies that is
within those core values, then I need to know about this.

Now, when you go a step further, there is programs galore. 1
have advisory councils not only of all the faiths, but of the par-
ticular issues that are within faiths where people come to me be-
cause they have concerns and fears. Whether it is Orthodox Jews,
or whether it is Muslims, or whether it is Pakistanis, or whether
it is South Asians, or whether it is Middle Easterners, the truth
is, is that America is becoming a society of the world, and because
of that, we have to be sensitive, we have to know how to work with
the various communities.

I have over 160 languages spoken in Los Angeles. I have depu-
ties of all these religions and all these ethnic groups. We travel
throughout the world, quite frankly, on this counterterrorism issue
of which was, quite frankly, a predictable issue after the Gilmore
report came out of Congress, and yet Los Angeles had a terrorism
early warning group before 9/11.

So when you look at this from the standpoint of why even this
hearing is so vital, it is because Americans need to wake up and
start learning more about all of the issues that affect their well-
being, and that police alone can’t solve this problem, nor can Con-
gress, nor can the administration without cooperation locally,
State-wide, Nationally, as well as internationally. We have no Na-
tional police in America. This is why I reach out to New York and
check with them on their issues. I reach out to all of the major cit-
ies as a member of the Major Cities Chiefs Association. But then
I reach out within my own community so there is no gap regarding
resources.

The real truth is that the American public must step up to the
plate and do more, even if it is just educating yourself. Now, on the
issue of mosques, for example, we can go into mosques in Los An-
geles, and we do that frequently.

Chairman KING. The time of the gentlelady has expired.

The gentleman from Alabama, Mr. Rogers, is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. ROGERS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Before I enter my questions, I do want to point out that I have
been a Member of this committee since it was established as a
standing committee, and even before that when it was a select com-
mittee, and at no point have I ever heard a Member of this com-
mittee on either side of the aisle assert that we have too many
mosques, too many Muslims, or anything of the kind. So I don’t
know where the Ranking Member got that school of thought, but
it didn’t come from this Chamber.

Sheriff Baca, thank you for being here again. It is good to see
you.

Chairman KiING. If the gentleman would yield for 1 minute, I
think what the Ranking Member was doing was I said at one time
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there are too many mosques that don’t cooperate with law enforce-
ment. I think the testimony has backed that up. I never said there
are too many mosques in America.

Mr. RoGERS. Thank you.

Sheriff, a little earlier you heard this assertion that CAIR has
warned people they need to have a lawyer before they talk to law
enforcement. Do you feel like that your jurisdictional residents,
whether they are Muslim, Jewish, or Christian, should have to
have a lawyer before they talk to you or one of your sheriff depu-
ties to inform you about something they see as being a potential
problem?

Sheriff BACA. No, I don’t personally believe they should take that
initial step. So in answer to your question, no.

Mr. ROGERS. Do you believe that your sheriff’s deputies, when
they are out interacting in the communities and doing their com-
munity policing and talking with merchants and individuals,
should, before they talk to them, warn them that they have the
right to an attorney before they talk to the sheriff's deputy?

Sheriff BACA. In general, no, but if we have a suspicion that they
are about to commit a crime—there is always so much questioning
you can ask before you even have to advise them of their Constitu-
tional right. That is one of the key fundamental points here.

Mr. ROGERS. What I am talking about is just out interacting with
the community, not pursuing a crime or a suspect. But a lot of in-
formation that your deputies get are going to be from interactions
with folks out on the beat, and I want to make it known that I
don’t think they have to have an attorney present to talk with resi-
dents when they are just finding out how things are going. That
was the assertion I have seen getting a little while ago from the
gentlelady from California’s questions.

We don’t want our young people or our residents to feel like they
have to be afraid of law enforcement in this country. If you are
being investigated for a crime, it is different. But just to talk with
law enforcement, I don’t think an attorney is required, and I don’t
think you would want to have that requirement to be able to do
your job or your deputies do their job.

I am real interested, Dr. Jasser. What do you specifically think
that you should see done in an organized fashion that would help
the Muslim community begin to work to more self-police the very
small radical agents or elements of the community? Because I
agree, the overwhelming majority of Muslims are law-abiding, good
Americans, and I don’t want to paint them with a broad brush, but
still there is that small element in the community that is
radicalizing. What would you like to see happen in an organized
fashion to curb that?

Dr. JASSER. Well, I can tell you that I look upon this a little dif-
ferent than we did the Cold War, and that we need to start putting
resources, we need to develop public and private partnerships. We
need to stop using the lowest-hanging fruit that exists already as
Islamic groups in Washington. Not that they are all Islamists, but
many of them are. But the ones that are not typically are much
less funded, much less endorsed, or supported by the media, Gov-
ernment, et cetera.
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So we need to start creating platforms like this for America to
see that we are a diverse population, that we are not all rep-
resented by the victim-mongering groups and other groups, that
many of us take our responsibility as Americans seriously. So we
need to create a kitchen cabinet, if you will, of strategy that home-
land security is not just a crime problem, which is sort of what I
have been hearing a little bit, is that, well, it is just a crime prob-
lem, and we need to work on the ground. That is important, but
homeland security is much more than that.

As Prime Minister Cameron said, we not only have to get rid of
the violence, but the pool in which the violent radicals swim, and
we need to drain that. That is going to need a generational posture
that we build institutions based on liberty for and within the Mus-
lim community so we can build forward platforms for forums for
debate. We will do the reform, we will do the theological reform,
but you help us put resources domestically into new institutions
based in enlightenment for freedom and liberty.

Mr. ROGERS. Sheriff Baca, what would you like to see happen?
Obviously you stated this hearing is worthwhile, and you have
been working on this for a long time, even before 9/11. You men-
tioned earlier you have an annual forum on counterterrorism. What
would you like to see happen from an organized standpoint that
would better facilitate this flow of information from the Muslim
community about potential problems within that community?

Sheriff BAcA. Well, I would like my colleagues in the National
Sheriffs’ Association and in the Major Cities Chiefs Association,
which I am a member of—and these are all the key elements of
local law enforcement leadership—to have a little more concentra-
tion on coordinating our Joint Regional Intelligence Centers. We
are currently sharing some of the things that I have testified to,
and my deputies are going throughout the country on an individual
basis. But if there was a way that we could develop best practices
within the law enforcement community and the Federal Govern-
ment combined on a continuum of training—we go to different
places throughout the country to help each other.

I have to give high credit to the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for what they are doing, but I would focus on continuing what
we have already established. I mean, a lot of work has been done
by this committee. We are not starting anew here. We are just fine-
tuning it, as I see this, and listening to other ideas. But if you
could look at a subcommittee, which I know you have, that would
allow for my colleagues to come in and talk in a prepared manner
about these suggestions, I think you would have a better idea as
to what local law enforcement needs.

Mr. ROGERS. Thank you very much. I yield.

Chairman KING. The time of the gentleman has expired.

The gentlelady from Texas is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I thank the gentleman very much.

I want to thank personally all of the witnesses that are here
today. I respect the fact that you are here, Sheriff Baca. We have
worked together. We have visited. I thank you so very much for
your presence here today.

But I am reminded of a proverb now quoted by Sheila Jackson
Lee: Cleaning a dirty kitchen. You can’t clean it with dirty water.
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There are no redeeming factual information that we will receive
today that can add to the abhorrence that all of us have on ter-
rorism in the United States of America. We don’t disrespect the
witnesses, at least I do not. But, you see, it has already been taint-
ed, this hearing. There are no loud signs of reasoning that are com-
ing through this hearing. The reason is because it has already been
classified as an effort to demonize and to castigate a whole broad
base of human beings.

I cannot stand for that. I brought with me the Constitution. It
is a living and breathing document. The First Amendment allows
us the freedom of religion, the freedom of association and expres-
sion. But I will tell you today that this breathing document is in
pain.

We could have had a hearing that spoke about any number of
issues of terrorism. We might have gone back to the cold cases of
the civil rights movement, acts of terror. We might have tried to
understand where the Klansmen still roam today and terrorize in-
dividuals in parts of this country. Maybe we would have found out
what those opposed to the Jewish faith are doing to Jewish commu-
nities and synagogues, no matter what their religion. Maybe we
would go and question Muslims who are hovering and scared be-
cause someone might suggest that they, too, are someone who is
eager to do terrorist acts. We would be better off if we would have
a hearing speaking about the importance of human intelligence,
funding for the elements of the Department of Homeland Security
that can work on human resources to be able to hear from individ-
uals who do want to engage and help this country promote its val-
ues.

Mr. Jasser, may I just ask, are you a Muslim?

Dr. JASSER. I am a devout Muslim who prays and fasts and tries
to raise my kids to be conservative orthodox Muslims, yes, ma’am.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you, sir.

Are there any other Muslims on the witness table?

That is Mr. Bihi?

Chairman KING. The record will acknowledge Mr. Bihi is raising
his hand.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you so very much.

The reason I ask that question is because Muslims are here co-
operating. They are doing what this hearing has suggested that
they do not do. It is an irony and an outrage that we are wasting
time when Muslims are sitting before us. A Muslim is on this
panel. A Muslim has testified. So I question: Where are the unco-
operative Muslims?

Let me quickly put in the record another aspect of Mr.
McDonough’s statement that our Chairman was so eager to quote
and suggest that he whisper to him to have this hearing. Like all
of you, and like me, millions of Americans find community, comfort,
and support in their faith. That includes President Obama, who is
a Christian but spoke in Cairo. So today reminds us that being reli-
gious is never anti-American. Being religious is quintessentially
American. Got bless America.

Then I would simply suggest another comment here, saying
President Obama recognizes through our words and deeds we can
either play into al-Qaeda’s narrative and messaging, or we can



89

challenge it and thereby undermine it. We are determined to un-
dermine it. This hearing today is playing into al-Qaeda right now
around the world. It is diminishing soldiers that are on the front
line that are Muslims, those that lost their lives, and it is going
in the same route of an Arizona and other States.

Sheriff Baca, one quick question to you, please. Can law enforce-
ment find friends in diverse communities? Have you been able to
solve problems by developing an understanding, an Arab officer, a
Hispanic officer, an African officer, or an African American officer,
sir, or an Anglo officer that happens to be from Portugal or hap-
pens to have the ability to speak to someone from the Balkans who
is hel;e in the United States? Is that a positive form of law enforce-
ment?

Sheriff BACA. Yes, it is. We have the ability to reach all minori-
ties within the County of Los Angeles. Sergeant Mike Abdeen who
is here, if he could stand up, is the sergeant—he is a Muslim, and
he is a sergeant of our Muslim affairs outreach:

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you. Thank you very much.

Chairman KiING. All Members and guests will refrain from out-
bursts.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I am overwhelmed by this hearing and the lack of factual basis
for it. I don’t believe——

Chairman KING. The time of the gentlelady has expired.

The gentleman from Texas is recognized.

The time of the gentlelady has expired——

Ms. JACKSON LEE. It is an outrage, and as you well know, you
already said there are not enough—there are too many mosques in
this country. That is absurd. It is outrageous that someone pro-
ceeds to hold up another controversial poster. It is outrageous.

Chairman KING. The time of the gentlelady has expired.

The gentleman from Texas is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I yield back.

Mr. McCauL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. That is quite an act to
follow, let me say.

As we talk about the Constitution, in the Preamble it talks about
providing for a common defense, and that is what this committee—
that is our primary mission. That is what this committee is all
about.

It is unfortunate, in my view, that some have attempted to
mischaracterize this hearing as an attack on American Muslims.
Let me be clear. It is not this committee that is doing that, but al-
Qaeda that is targeting and attacking our Muslim youth, as evi-
denced by the testimony of Mr. Bledsoe and Mr. Bihi. In the past
2 years, there have been 27 terror plots, and each of them involved
extreme radicalization of the Muslim faith. This is not to say that
all Muslims are the threat; to the contrary, the moderate Muslim
is our greatest ally in fighting recruitment of Muslim youth.

In the cases mentioned by our witnesses, along with Major
Hasan, the Fort Hood shooter, and many others, show that the
threat to America lies within our own country. Major Hasan was
promoted repeatedly in the name of political correctness, despite
obvious signs of radicalization. These indications included con-
versations with al-Awlaki, arguably the greatest threat to the
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United States today. To ignore the threat of radical Islamic extre-
mism in the name of political correctness presents a serious threat
to the American people.

Both Attorney General Holder and Secretary Napolitano have
testified that the number of Jihadist websites present imminent
danger to the United States. Having worked for the Justice Depart-
ment prior to Congress, I understand the importance to coordinate
outreach between law enforcement and the Muslim community. I
am very concerned that there are organizations out there speaking
for the Muslim American community, telling them not to coordi-
nate with the FBI and law enforcement, as evidenced by the poster
that we saw by the Council on American-Islamic Relations.

I hope we can begin the dialogue and ask the necessary ques-
tions. Before I ask questions of the witnesses, I want to read from
Senator Lieberman’s letter to John Brennan, the Assistant to the
President for Homeland Security, when he said, the failure to iden-
tify our enemy for what it is, violent Islamic extremism, is offensive
and contradicts thousands of years of accepted military and intel-
ligence doctrine to know your enemy. We have to know our enemy.
It is radical Islam, in my judgment.

I would like to ask Mr. Bledsoe and Mr. Bihi, your children were
kidnapped by these two mosques. They were held hostage. They
were sent overseas to both Yemen and to Somalia, and their lives
were destroyed. Have these two mosques done anything to repair
the relationship? Have they ever told you that they are sorry, and
have they ever told you that they will change their practices?

Mr. BLEDSOE. I will speak first.

No, I have not heard from Hamas at all about whether or not
they are sorry. I think that going back to the question of the lady
from Texas, we are not talking about all Muslims. We are talking
about Islamic radicalization, and that I wanted to make clear be-
cause that is a difference.

I have Muslims in my family, I mentioned earlier. I am sitting
beside two in the middle. I am sitting in the middle between two.
So we are not talking about all Muslims. We are talking about the
ones who are hiding behind the moderate Muslim. They are the
one who is the threat to America, a threat to our babies, a threat
to the children, and they are the danger.

Mr. McCAUL. Do the mosques know that they are responsible for
the radicalization of your son?

Mr. BLEDSOE. Sure, they know, but they are waiting around to
do it again to someone else’s child. That is why I am here today
hoping that American people—you are listening. I hope you hear
me. I hope you learn something from that. I don’t think that any
other child or any other parent in America should have to go
through what I am facing today.

Mr. McCAUL. I agree with that.

Mr. Bihi, has the mosque that radicalized your nephew ever
apologized or taken responsibility?

Mr. BriHI. Sir, no, never have they apologized. They, as a matter
of fact, attacked us and called us names and tools of infidels. It
seems that there is still nobody from the leadership, our congress
in the State of Minnesota, the Islamic organizations, none of them
have ever met 20 or more Somali American families who are refu-
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gees, get their kids from civil war, lucky enough to raise their kids
in a college level. Those families were hurt. Not a Congressman,
not CAIR, not any other organization, not the mosque people, none
of them ever visited with them or even mentioned them. As a mat-
ter of fact, they call us liars.

Mr. McCAUL. And infidels.

One last question to Sheriff Baca. You appeared before Jane Har-
man and myself last Congress.

Chairman KING. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. McCAuL. I will follow up with a written question. Thank
you.

Chairman KING. The gentlelady from California, Ms. Richardson,
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to ask
unanimous consent that a copy of the following items would be sub-
mitted for the record. One would be a text of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s interview. The second would be a letter sent to you on March
9th; a 2007 Political Insider article; and a reference to a 2/11 hear-
ing in this committee. Without objection?

Chairman KING. So ordered, without objection.*

Ms. RICHARDSON. Thank you, sir.

Mr. Chairman, few Members of this committee have experienced
events of 9/11 more dramatic than you have. Based upon those ex-
periences and the inception of this House committee, Chairman
King and Ranking Member Thompson, you have produced tangible
results. Because of that work, I made every effort to serve on this
committee. Unfortunately today, though, as a Member, I vehe-
mently oppose the narrow approach this committee is taking in
this hearing.

I was born in the 1960s. In my elementary history classes, I saw
shocking films of American leaders in the 1940s and the 1950s dis-
gracefully violating the principles of which this country was found-
ed. The only difference history will say today is that those shows
were in black and white, and this one now is in color.

Discrimination, a definition, is the treatment or the consideration
of or a making a distinction in favor of or against a person or a
thing based upon a group, class, or category to which that person
or thing belongs, rather than on its individual merit. When elected
officials or public servants are sworn in for duty, including with the
oath is an understanding not to abuse the power given. One defini-
tion of abuse of power is the improper use of authority by someone
who has that authority because he or she holds a public office. I
believe the narrow scope of this hearing is discriminatory, and it
is an abuse of power.

Research by the Congressional Research Center has spoken. We
saw a chart there that talked about Muslim plots, but it didn’t talk
about the 44 non-Muslim plots, which are more than double of
what we have seen of other extremists. According to the Institute
of Homeland Security Solutions, al-Qaeda and the allied move-
ments were responsible for 26.7 domestic terror attacks, while also
white supremacists accounted for 23.3 percent. Thus restricting
this hearing for the consideration of radicalization of American

*Documents are included in Appendix I.
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Muslims and not equally of other groups is wrong. The House Judi-
ciary Committee and House Energy and Commerce Committee
have not investigated other religious groups or their leaders for
failing to cooperate with law enforcement that may have allegedly
caused mental or physical harm to children. So clearly this com-
mittee is setting a dangerous precedent in treating one religious
group different than another, thereby calling into question this
committee’s actions and whether those actions violate this coun-
try’s laws and principles.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to reference for the record the Attor-
ney General’s actual interview. In the interview when Mr. Holder
said, that it is one of the things that keeps me up at night, Holder
said, you didn’t worry about this even 2 years ago about individ-
uals, about Americans. He never said Muslim Americans.

Also, we need to point out that in 2007—and I won’t say people
by name because I do respect my colleagues—it was said in ref-
erence in a political article, too many mosques are in this country,
there are too many people sympathetic to radical Islam. Nothing in
reference to cooperation. In this committee hearing on February 9,
2011, it was said in this hearing, we have got to focus on those peo-
p}!le who harm us, it is the Islamic extremists. These are dangerous
things.

Now, I also want to point out a reference that wasn’t talked
about in this hearing. I asked Michael Leiter, the National
Counterterrorism Center Director, I asked him specifically what
percentage of the people being looked at by your agency for domes-
tic terror threats were Muslims. His answer for the record: It is ab-
solutely tiny, a minute percentage of Muslim population that is
being looked at.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask my sheriff for the
record, because the whole cause of this hearing was to say there
was a lack of cooperation. Sheriff Baca, you talked about what you
do. Tell us what the Muslim community does. Do they fail to ini-
tiate and cooperate with you?

Sheriff BAcA. It is a very, very good question to ask. I think what
we have here is a perspective that I believe has to be widened in
terms of who are the Muslims that cooperate. I believe that Mus-
lims are cooperating much more outside of organizations, as well
as inside of organizations. We have both. You can’t look at this per-
spective of who is cooperating based on organizations alone.

The truth is that Muslims are just as independent, just as feisty,
just as concerned about safety. They certainly don’t want their
homes or their mosques blown up. And thereby as individuals, they
have been doing things with local law enforcement without the
cover, so to speak, of an organization.

But even with the organizational effort, what I see is an emerg-
ing confidence in the Muslim community, particularly in Los Ange-
les—and I think it is true in New York to a degree through my con-
tacts with Muslims even in New York—that people are getting
more realizing to the point that police aren’t out to mess around
with them, that there basically is this primary focus on prevention.
We have spent a lot of energy locally in these Joint Regional Intel-
ligence Centers just to prevent stuff from happening at its earliest
possible point.
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The truth of it all is that we are, as a Nation, doing relatively
good. We are not going to eliminate this possible problem. But as
a Nation, we are getting better and better and better, and this is
why I am here. I don’t particularly think these hearings can be
negative totally. I believe that they have a potential to keep the
public involved in this discussion, which will further lead to better
solutions, and the robustness of the opinions will say that everyone
is entitled to say what they are saying. That is what I am taking
from this particular hearing.

Chairman KiING. The time of the gentlelady has expired.

The gentleman from Florida, Mr. Bilirakis, is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. BiLIRAKIS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate it. I thank
the witnesses for being here today and testifying.

I will get right into the questions. Terrorist organizations have
become increasingly adept at using the internet and social media
to recruit, inspire, and motivate individuals already in the United
States to carry out attacks on their behalf. This question is for Dr.
Jasser and Sheriff Baca. But others, you are free to respond as
well. One such website that has been described as key to al-
Qaeda’s communications was hosted by a web-hosting company in
my area of Tampa Bay in the State of Florida. The site has since
been taken down.

What are your thoughts on how to combat the use of the internet
and other technology by terrorist organizations overseas to inspire
and encourage terrorist attacks in our country by those who are al-
ready here?

Dr. JASSER. Congressman, that is a wonderful question, and I
think it points to the fact that we have not had any type of cyber
counterjihad, if you will. Why? Because that can only be done by
Muslims. So we need your support to do that. We can do it with
the right resources by countering that ideology.

The Islamist narrative basically says America is against Mus-
lims. It creates all this narrative that America is going to Iraq, to
Afghanistan to convert—to convert Muslims, kill them, attack
them. That is the narrative. We can present—our strategy so far
has been to try to break down that propaganda. That is wrong.

We need to have a forward strategy of liberty-minded, freedom-
minded ideas into the Islamic consciousness. We can do that as
Muslims, but we need your help to do that through creating
websites, a social network. I mean, look what happened in Egypt
and Tunisia. That was just simply through social networking, and
that countered a lot of the—that wasn’t Islamists that did that.
Most of that was secular Muslims that wanted to take control of
their own future.

But when we have a Government that produces a report, an
after-action incident report, after the Nidal Hasan incident, and
the word “Muslim” or “Islam” or “jihad” isn’t even in the whole doc-
ument, you wonder why we are so paralyzed in treating this.

I, as a Muslim, I need this conversation. If we are going to fix
this cancer that is within the whole viable, wonderful, beautiful
faith that I practice, we need to be able to talk about it. It is like
trying to treat cancer without saying the word. It is not Islam, but
it is jihadism, it is Islamism, it is a political entity that we can
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fight on the web very well. But we have been absent. We have sur-
rendered the Constitution to the Jihadists.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Sheriff.

Sheriff BAcA. Yes. The sheriff's department, as you know, and
the LAPD, along with all of our Federal and State partners, runs
this Joint Regional Intelligence Center, which is an open-source in-
vestigative arm. But we morph it up into the Joint Terrorism Task
Forces when we are dealing with specific things such as
cyberterrorism and these websites. We monitor them. At some
points they get shut down. At other times we monitor them and
continue to monitor them because it is an excellent source for what
would later become an actual investigation. So there is a broader
strategy that is involving all of our levels of government in this
website issue.

Mr. BiLIRAKIS. Thank you.

My next question is for the entire panel.

Mr. BiHi. May I add something?

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Would you like to say something? Please do.
Thank you.

Mr. BiHi. Lately we have been seeing the excuse that they are
old, they are not recruiters for these kids. These kids are recruited
by the internet, by the cyberspace. I do not believe that there is
a kid that gets up in the middle of the night and just walks by the
computer, logs onto a Jihadist or an al-Qaeda website or al-
S}iabaab, and decides the next day to fly in and explode them-
selves.

That is a very weak excuse. The radicalization process or the
brainwashing process takes years. There must be somebody on the
ground to exploit this kid, what he is angry, what are his weak-
nesses, like if there is no father, if there is no mentor, if they are
smart, if they are weak. So the process takes forever. Internet is
one of the last steps to do land courses, to educate yourself into an
academic level of being gone.

Thank you.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Thank you.

Mr. Bledsoe, did you want to add something?

Mr. BLEDSOE. No. I have no comments here.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Very good.

My next question for the entire panel—I know I don’t have a lot
of time, Mr. Chairman—what demographics have demonstrated to
be particularly susceptible to extremist recruiting efforts within
America? To what extent are youth and universities particularly at
risk? For the entire panel.

Dr. JASSER. Yeah. I will jump in quick and tell you that that is
why we have focused our Muslim Liberty Project on young adults
15 to 30, because if you look at the study, the Pew poll showed that
young Muslim adults in this country, 15 to 29, 25 percent thought
there was maybe some justification for suicide bombing.

That is not typical of the general population of Muslims. It is a
demographic that we need to target, we need to look at and figure
out, because their minds are being shaped, they are being pulled.
As Prime Minister Cameron said recently, it is an identity problem.
They are not identifying with this Nation. We need to renew a dis-
cussion about what this country stands for, what our principles are,
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bring them into that. As Muslims, they feel American, positive
about this country, and then that will inoculate them against that
radicalization.

Chairman KiING. The time of the gentleman has expired.

The gentleman from Louisiana, Mr. Richmond, is recognized for
5 minutes.

Mr. RicHMOND. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Ranking
Member.

I would just say that earlier we heard quotes from Members,
from the FBI Director, and we have heard quotes from Eric Holder.
There is an old blues song that says if you are going to tell it, tell
it all. What we didn’t hear quoted was the fact that the FBI Direc-
tor said that homegrown extremists and lone-wolf activity are as
serious a threat to the homeland as al-Qaeda and its affiliates.
That is not what this hearing deals with. We also heard from Eric
Holder that the cooperation of Muslims and Arab American com-
munities has been absolutely essential in identifying and pre-
venting terrorist attacks.

So while we are here today, I will thank the panelists and the
witnesses that are here because I understand the problem that we
have. I will not only say that I think to focus on just the Muslim
community is wrong, I will offer that we could have had another
hearing today with some of the same witnesses.

Mr. Bledsoe and Mr. Bihi, I think that there are a number of
families around this country that are suffering the same pain. I
pray for you, and I pray for them also. But we could have had a
title of a hearing today that simply said, “What Is Driving Passive
and Activist Americans to Be Militant and Extremists?” That cov-
ers the broad rainbow and spectrum of what is going on in this
country without singling out a particular group.

Here are some very pointed questions, and especially to Mr.
Bledsoe and Mr. Bihi first. Do you agree that part of the propa-
ganda that they use to recruit is that America—the narrative, as
Dr. Jasser said—the narrative is that America is at war with
Islam?

Mr. BLEDSOE. No, I don’t agree so much with that. I think that
they used a tool to recruit as well as to say America doesn’t appre-
ciate African Americans. That is one of the—I think the reason you
find a lot of African Americans be recruited, because they can use
that as a weakness.

Mr. RicHMOND. Thank you.

Mr. BriHi. Sir, thank you for your question.

To the particular group of the Somali American, which is a large
group I am dealing with, the main thing and their main victims
are the Somali population in the country of Somalia. But it is also
part of the American country. It is part of it in the Western world
and other worlds, including Muslim world leaders. So to shed a
light on this, these people have a target to use these kids not only
in the United States of America, but also other countries, including
in Somalia, that they are sharing abroad as we speak right now for
20 years.

Mr. RICHMOND. Dr. Jasser, I did quote you correctly when you
said that the narrative and the propaganda is that America is at
war with Islam?
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Dr. JASSER. Yeah, that is the narrative from the Islamist side,
yes.

Mr. RicHMOND. Yes. Mr. Bledsoe, I would say as a young African
American male, your sentiment that that is part of the propaganda
that is used, I would say that it is also a worry to me when so
many people, especially on this committee and in Congress who
have never been a victim of profiling based on race, religion, or any
others, are quick to suggest that that is a legitimate crime-fighting
tool when it is irresponsible and not the smartest way to fight
crime.

Dr. Jasser, do you believe today that there are people promoting
propaganda based on this hearing alone that are saying that this
is evidence of America’s war with Islam?

Dr. JAsSER. There may be some exploiting that for that, but I
hope we are mature as a country to be more pragmatic and prac-
tical and use this as an opportunity to go beyond that and not
allow an ideology that cloaks itself in a religion to basically have
a poison pill that prevents us from dealing with it. So if it is a sea
of political movement, how else can we counter it? How do we pro-
mote those Constitutional ideals against those that want theocracy,
that co-opt our communities for wanting to put Shari’a law into
government and other things? How do we fight that if we can’t
even discuss it because we are worried about offending sensibili-
ties? How do we treat the Nidal Hasans of the world if our Govern-
ment spends millions on a report that doesn’t even cite his theo-
logical slip down radicalism? How do I do that? How can I help you
as a Muslim? How can I help my children resurrect their faith from
radicalization if I cannot talk about it?

Ms. RICHARDSON. Well, I think we can talk about it, and we talk
about it in the terms of the Constitution and religion. We don’t
have to single out the single religion, but we can have an honest
dialogue about race, we can have an honest dialogue about religion
if we talk about the fact that it is not just the Islamic religion that
we are talking about, it is a broad spectrum.

Dr. JASSER. But 220 arrests of terror cases in the last 2 years,
180-plus were Muslims. So you are going to waste all of this time
discussing all the other faiths, which I cannot help you with, while
we have a Muslim problem that I can help you with. Not for most
Muslims, a minority. But we are going to waste all of that time and
resources because we are worried about offending Muslims because
of political correctness.

Ms. RiCHARDSON. Now, I would just suggest to you that every
type of terror plot is important, and that every life that is lost is
important. I would not consider it a waste of time to talk about ex-
tremists of any form or fashion, because they take lives. We can
talk about—and I won’t go through the incidents. But that is what
is important to me, to make sure that we don’t focus so far on one
segment that we miss an entire segment that is going on some-
where else. That is what is important. I think that there was a way
to do it comprehensively, and I am just disappointed that we didn’t
do it that way. But I think you all had some very good points, and
I will yield back.

Chairman KiING. The time of the gentlewoman has expired.
Thank you.
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The gentleman from Georgia, Dr. Broun.

Dr. BROUN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you all for being
here.

When I was in the Marine Corps, I was taught to know your
enemy, and I think that is extremely important. The focus of this
hearing today is not the Islamic religion, it is Islamists. It is the
radical Jihadists. It is the radicalization of our youth, as Mr.
Bledsoe and Mr. Bihi have talked about. I think it is absolutely
critical that we as a Nation focus upon doing exactly what I was
taught in the United States Marine Corps, to know your enemy.

Dr. Jasser, I am very appreciative of your work and your testi-
mony, and particularly your answer to Mr. Richmond, because I
think it is extremely important to focus on who wants to destroy
this country. I believe that there are entities within this country
that are supporting those radical Jihadists. I think there are orga-
nizations that are very public that are supporting the radical
Jihadists. We need to know exactly who our enemy is. We need to
focus upon that enemy and not let political correctness deter us
from that. I thank you, Dr. Jasser, in that regard.

I think political correctness is also an enemy of us focusing upon
those who want to destroy this country. I don’t know a single per-
son on this side of the aisle that is Islamophobic. I think every sin-
gle person, every single Republican wants to focus on exactly what
this hearing is all about, and that is the radicalization, which is a
tremendous, tremendous National security problem.

Dr. Jasser, we have heard a lot about CAIR, and I would like to
hear from you what your view of CAIR is. In your view, does CAIR
represent all Muslim Americans? Does CAIR represent you? Is
CAIR helping or hurting your effort to try to foster peace, to foster
liberty and freedom within the Muslim community?

Dr. JASSER. Thank you, Congressman Broun. I will tell you that
we have to realize that one of the things we are missing in these
demographics is that Muslims are 4- to 5 million Americans, and
the minority of them belong to these organizations. The minority
of them actually go to mosque regularly. So we have to be careful.

Yes, mosques and practicing our faith is something I love. I felt
involved with that because I take my faith as something that I
want to practice actively. But many Muslims choose not to. That
doesn’t mean they are not represented by these discussions. That
doesn’t mean we should ignore them.

What happens is the groups that inherently collectivize under
the Islamic banner become the representatives of Muslims, which
is actually not really consistent with our American ideals. Yet in
the Middle East, there is a lot of banter between secularists and
Islamists because they realize that it is not anti-Islam to be against
the Muslim Brotherhood-type groups. I think we have to realize
when we look at groups like CAIR, I believe they come out of that
same mentality, which is the collectivization of Muslims, and they
will use systems in order to avoid dealing with pathologies that we
need to treat.

An interesting thing, even the whole concept of American-Islamic
relations, I teach my kids that being American is Islamic. There is
no relations between the two. It is basically inherently the same.
So the whole construct of it is built on a separation, if you will. I
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think it is one of actually we may be giving it too much importance
because it is one of a large number of organizations that serve to
advance political Islam in the West. Rather, there is a sense that
those advocates for those groups want to bring Islam here rather
than absorb American liberty, American freedom, and reform our
faith.

The evidence I have of that, look at how much work they have
done for the Islamist Society in North America, or any of them, to
modernize the legal systems of our faith to be commensurate with
the laws of this land and not in conflict. You will find that I put
in my testimony that groups like the Assembly of Muslim Jurists
of America that include some of the imams that these groups work
with, they have never made stances against some of the fatwas or
religious rulings in there. So they basically become enablers of
ideas that tell Muslim kids, don’t really take a citizenship here if
you don’t have to, if you don’t want to. You know what? If some-
body commits an act of apostasy and leaves the faith, our law, if
it is Muslim majority, they should be killed. This is the law that
is on the books.

So my biggest fear, besides all of this discussion, I hope we can
generate new books, new schools of thought in our Islamic legal-
isms that aren’t in conflict with this society and give Muslims an
identity that is consistent with liberty. These organizations aren’t
doing that.

Chairman KING. The gentleman’s time has expired.

The gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Clarke, is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Thousands of innocent people were killed as a result of attacks
on this country. It is understandable why the issue of terrorism in
America elicits outrage and emotion.

Sheriff Baca, I have got a question for you. But one thing I want-
ed to commend you is that those core values, that your deputies
make an oath to underscore the rights that we all have in this
country to be treated fairly by our Government. I recognize those
rights not only as a Member of Congress who has taken an oath
to uphold the Constitution, but also, Mr. Chair, on a personal note,
it is because my father, who cared for me, who loved me, was a
Muslim. He died when I was 8 years old, but I will never forget
him. He was a kind and gentle soul. But most importantly what
I remember is that his love for people was based in his faith in
God.

In order for us to make sure that 9/11 never, ever happens again,
I urge all of us as Members of Congress to make our decisions
based on sound intelligence, not on profiling, not on stereotyping,
which could lead and fuel more hatred and more bigotry.

I am going to ask my question in a second, but, Sheriff, I com-
mend first responders like yours, because, you know, the best way,
I realize, to better prepare our country against these attacks is to
fully equip our men and women who risk their lives as police offi-
cers, firefighters, as emergency medical providers, to make sure
they have the resources.

In Michigan, the Council of American-Islamic Relations have
worked with law enforcement. As a matter of fact, just last year
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they met 13 times with Federal law enforcement officials in order
to create a better dialogue between the community and Federal law
enforcement. I appreciate any thoughts you may have to better fos-
ter relations between law enforcement and the Muslim community.
If you choose to, you can cite some examples that you know about
first-hand. If there is time remaining, I would like to yield my re-
maining time to Member Richardson.

Sheriff BACA. Well, as we can tell by the testimony of the wit-
nesses and your comments, we have a very diverse Muslim commu-
nity in the United States. First of all, organizations are more help-
ful than not. I believe that the message and the narrative should
be that everyone can pitch in in one form or another at the right
time. When it comes to encountering violent extremism, all re-
sources can count, and we should not discount resources in any
fashion, irrespective of the various points that have been made.

When we formed the first Muslim American Homeland Security
Congress—and this is an organization made up of organizations,
individuals, including the sheriff council and mosques that are in-
dividualized. What we have when we talk about CAIR as an orga-
nization, CAIR supported the development of the Muslim American
Homeland Security Congress. Furthermore, they support the Mus-
lim outreach program that I am doing.

What I think has happened here is that CAIR is only a multitude
of chapters, not one single organization. In southern California I
have not heard of any substantial complaints from my deputies
who are involved in the investigative processes that I alluded to in
my earlier testimony of saying, don’t cooperate. Now, what is going
on in other parts of the country, I cannot attest to. I have never
had a briefing on the whole issue from the FBI as to what their
particular position is.

But I will say that when I asked after particularly the London—
and excuse me—after 9/11, I asked CAIR, if I were in your position,
I would post admonitions in mosques, if you have that ability to,
to advise the attendees that come to pray to not bring in extremist
points of view. This was very particularly important to me because
at one mosque that I went to, a young man came up to me when
we were in a meeting of solidarity amongst the faiths, and I had
the wife of Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky with me, who is Jewish. He
couldn’t make the meeting. I was holding onto a Koran, and an in-
dividual, a young man, came up to me and said, you are forbidden
to hold the Koran. Then what I said was, well, you better open up
this Koran, because it was given to me by the imam of this mosque,
and it is people like you that are giving the Islamic community, the
Muslim community a bad name. He just walked out, and that was
the end of that little confrontation.

But the point here is that I have not experienced anything that
suggests that CAIR supports terrorism in the southern California
CAIR organization.

Chairman KING. The time of the gentleman has expired.

The gentleman from New York, Mr. Higgins, is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. HiGgGINS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman KING. I am sorry. Actually I go back to the gentlelady
from Michigan, Mrs. Miller.
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Mrs. MILLER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Sorry, Mr. Higgins.

Mr. Chairman, first of all, I want to thank you very much for
holding this hearing. I think it is very, very important. Certainly
after listening to the testimony today of all of the witnesses, it is
very clear that we have situations here in America that we need
to examine candidly as we all seek the very same thing, which is
a strong, safe, secure America.

In the run-up to today’s hearing, we heard an awful lot of talk
about how we should not be prejudging any one single group, and
I appreciate that. I think after hearing the compelling testimony
today, I think many, many, particularly in the media, were just as
misguided by prejudging what this hearing was all about, because
I am very hopeful that this hearing will actually strengthen our
country. I think it is an opportunity to have an actual pivot histori-
cally for us and to help us all to stand together as Americans first
above everything else.

I would just make an observation. I know so many of my col-
leagues have mentioned that we should be having all of these other
hearings on other groups who could potentially be a threat to
America, I don’t know why we have never had any of those hear-
ings during the last 4 years. Here we had the Fort Hood massacre
and didn’t have a hearing on it, but we were having hearings on
FEMA trailers.

I represent a district in southeast Michigan, right next to Mr.
Dingell who spoke earlier, and next to Mr. Clarke from Detroit as
well, and as you have heard, we have the largest Arabic population
in the country, a very diverse Arabic population with Lebanese,
Syrians, Iraqis, Chaldeans, Palestinians, Jordanians, Yemenese,
and many, many others. These proud Americans make up a very
important and vibrant part of our community.

Before I came to the Congress, I actually had the great honor
and privilege of serving as Michigan’s secretary of state, which two
of my principal responsibilities were, first of all, running the State
elections, but, secondly, serving as the motor vehicle administrator.
I worked very, very closely with the Arabic community to make
sure they were registered to vote, if they were eligible, and then
issuing their driver licenses. I remember running into a bit of buzz
saw when we had some female members of the Arabic community
who didn’t want to have their driver license photos taken unless
they were completely covered with just their eyes showing. We
said, no, if you are going to have a Michigan driver’s license, which
is used as a fundamental part of your identity, you have to have
a picture taken. We tried to be very sensitive having a female clerk
take the picture after hours in a back room, et cetera. But we want
to be very sensitive to cultural differences, but in America we have
equal rights for all and special rights for none.

Recently Adam Gadahn, who was born in California and then
radicalized, made a statement. He is actually known as the Amer-
ican spokesperson for al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. He made
some comments several months ago calling on Muslims—and I will
quote—living in the miserable suburbs of Detroit to take the initia-
tive to perform the individual obligation of jihad.
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I would say that radical al-Qaeda thugs do not speak for our
neighbors who stand up for American ideals of liberty and freedom
and democracy. Again, it is my hope that this hearing will reiterate
to those in the mosques or just in the Muslim community anywhere
that if they hear of efforts from radical extremists to pedal their
hate of radicalization, that they understand that they can and they
must come forward to law enforcement to assist.

My question would go to Mr. Bledsoe. Your testimony, sir,
touched me, and particularly as you say how you have Muslims in
your own family. How do you think America could better educate
ourselves, sir, on the religion of Islam, the Islam religion, so that
others, particularly parents, might be able to recognize if their chil-
dren have turned the wrong way on a very proud and peaceful reli-
gion to the wrong side of this religion, to one that is the hate and
it has perverted that religion? How do you think we could better
educate ourselves?

Mr. BLEDSOE. I think we can better educate ourselves by first
teaching American citizens, American children what Islam is and
what Islam is not. I think that it is one thing that needs to be
done. More American citizens need to be educated about the reli-
gion and not be afraid to understand the religion.

I want to go back where I am speaking here to the sheriff when
he spoke about you have got to call the police when you see dif-
ferent things happening. In the process of radicalizing someone, es-
pecially with my son, we did not know what was happening when
he was taking his dogs out in the woods and leaving them or tak-
ing a picture down off the wall. It is something new to America.
It is something new to me. As I couldn’t quickly just say because
you have become a Muslim that you cannot do these kind of things.
I felt that was part of the cultural—learning the religion. But yet
I found out later it was more than that.

So I am saying to the American people, it is a process what hap-
pens. It takes a while sometimes to realize that your child is being
radicalized. But what I have said today, I hope that someone is lis-
tening, and if you find that your child is getting rid of their dog
they already had for many, many years, or he is distancing from
the family, staying away from the family, not coming home from
college on holidays, yes, you should perhaps call the law enforce-
ment and get them involved.

Chairman KING. The time of the gentlelady has expired.

Now the gentleman from New York, Mr. Higgins.

Mr. HIGGINS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, finally.

I just wanted to thank the panel. This has been a very produc-
tive discussion, one in which I have learned quite a bit from.

In the aftermath of 9/11, we were all taught that we are not at
war as a Nation with Islam; we were at war with those who hi-
jacked that religion and used it to justify their murderous and cow-
ardly acts. From that, a lot of relationships were developed be-
tween the law enforcement community, local, State, and Federal,
with the Muslim community, to try to better understand one an-
other.

I think we are at a point where progress has been made, but still
much work needs to be done. When I look at or hear the sheriff
from Los Angeles talk about the programs that have been devel-
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oped in your community, it is very similar to that of my community
in Buffalo, New York, a smaller city. Directly south of Buffalo is
a city called Lackawanna, an old steel city that was home to the
Lackawanna Six. It was six Muslim American men who were con-
victed of providing material support to al-Qaeda by training in
their camps in Kandahar, Afghanistan.

Efforts are being made in our community now—they were very
young. Efforts are being made to deradicalize, to counterradicalize,
and that should be, I think, the focus of what it is we are doing
in promotion of movement forward in that direction as well.

There is a lot of misunderstanding when you get into this issue,
and people, I think, get invested into their emotional positions that
really don’t have a factual base. I will give you an example. In this
Nation, we have not only a Christian-Judeo tradition, we have a
Christian-Judeo-Islamic tradition in this Nation. At the basis of
those religions are compassion, forgiveness, love, and tolerance.
The prophet Muhammad is the prophet of mercy. In my Catholic
tradition, I was raised by the Sisters of Mercy.

So I think we all have a lot to learn from one another about this
issue. We have a long way to go. The radicalization of Muslims in
America is in large part influenced by the convergence of new tech-
nology that allows groups to communicate in ways that they never
were able to before. Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula has a pub-
lication called Inspire. They are trying to influence throughout the
world unlike they have ever been able to do before since their in-
ception. These present extraordinary challenges. So I think that
provides a basis from which our Nation, all our law enforcement
agencies in each individual State, each individual locality, devel-
oped those relationships with the Muslim American community, be-
cause in the end, we are all Americans. People don’t come to this
country by and large to create havoc; they come here because they
thirst for freedom that we have, and that is what they want for
themselves and their families.

So, Sheriff, if you want to just elaborate a little bit further on
some of the programs you have been working on, I would be very
interested in that.

Sheriff BAcA. Well, thank you, Congressman. I will share with
you what the Muslims themselves in Los Angeles are interested in,
and this is part of the relationship building. They are interested in
and we have given them programs on domestic violence, we have
given them programs on gang activities and awareness, youth and
teens driving education, the terrorism issue obviously, narcotics
education and awareness, and identity theft awareness and avoid-
ance.

I was listening to your overview, which I wholeheartedly agree
with. When you think about it, most Americans don’t think on a
daily basis like we do here. We are obligated to think on a very
high level of concern and sophistication, and we can disagree all we
want, but the truth is that the average American should be able
to go about their business on a daily basis and not have to worry
about this, because that is what they are paying us to do.

So in the context of your question, what I think is the bigger
problem is that most Muslims don’t even know what the Koran is
all about. This is my assertion. When I go around and I start talk-
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ing to people, since I have been given a Koran I have been obli-
gated to read it, and there are references to Mary, the mother of
Jesus in the Koran, there are references to Moses and Judaism. Ac-
cording to the widespread belief of Islam, you cannot be a Muslim
unless you honor Judaism and Christianity. You cannot exclude
those two faiths from the eternal composition of what the prophet
was saying when this whole Koran became what it is.

That I think is my biggest advice to the Muslim community in
America: Get smarter on your own faith. Praying five times a day
is a ritual that is important, but it is not Islam. It is the ability
to have a sense of tolerance for Judaism, Christianity, and all
faiths of the world. That is the message I think is not being heard
by the American public.

Chairman KING. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. Walberg from Michigan, please, is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WALBERG. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you for
holding this hearing. I think it is an important time to do it, and
it is a time to carry on what this committee was originally estab-
lished to do. I thank you as well for hanging the pictures in the
back of the room again to remind us of the purpose of this com-
mittee, that we would understand liberty, and its price is eternal
vigilance.

I thank the witnesses for being here today, and, yes, indeed for
Muslims being here and cooperating today, because indeed it is the
Muslim community that is at the table today and represented at
the table today that I think desires to have a change in what is
going on and the perception that results from positive effort in
standing against the radicalization of their young people, and oth-
ers who aren’t their young people but are being pulled in.

So I thank you for your courage in stepping to the table today
and sharing with us your story. To allow that story to be told more,
let me just quickly go to a question.

Dr. Jasser, what do you hope will be taken away from this hear-
ing today for Muslim Americans and also for non-Muslim Ameri-
cans?

Dr. JASSER. Thank you, Congressman. I hope we see this as the
beginning of a dialogue. It is interesting, some of the feedback I got
leading up to this was: What is the Government doing getting in-
volved in religious issues? It is against the First Amendment. But
now as I heard the conversation just a second ago, I saw that reli-
gious issues are all right as long as everything is positive.

Certainly that is the Islam I teach my children. But we have to
realize there are many Islams out there, and if we are going to pro-
tect our homeland, we need to develop a strategy, a forward strat-
egy with a platform for organizations that are Muslim and our
Government to work together in a public-private partnership.

I think a lot of the discussion here has been healthy as far as
the cooperation that exists. There are a lot of partnerships that
exist that have been very helpful. But those partnerships are about
the crime element, the violence. The problem is far deeper. It is an
ideological one.

It is where you see, for example, in Michigan, there was a shoot-
ing of an imam who was basically running a radical sect called
Ummah. His name was Lugman Abdullah, and the Islamic groups,
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including CAIR Michigan, had to have an autopsy redone because
they were worried that the shooting was inappropriate. No mention
of the ideology of separatism, that he wanted to have an Islamic
state.

All these things that we should be filling the internet with new
ideas, we are not doing; and our homeland security is at risk be-
cause those things cause a continuum of radicalization; and we
need platforms to begin to do that at universities, at think tanks,
at all the institutions that this Government helps change the agen-
da of society. I hope this is a pivot point in changing the agenda
so you can help me and us and other organizations—there are a
lot of other organizations like mine doing this reform work—and
not allow just the revivalists to get the microphone, but the
reformists, to say that we want to modernize.

Mr. WALBERG. I have many Muslim friends both in Michigan as
well as in Uganda. In the recent Somalian bombings that took
place at the World Cup, during the World Cup experience, and in
Kampala, Uganda, I thankfully still have a very, very dear friend
who was at that restaurant who was chaperoning an American
group of people. He is Ugandan. There were Christians and Mus-
lims in the room at the same table. Due to two bodies in between
my friend and the suicide bomber, he lived. He lived to transport
bodies and victims to the hospital in a van that I have traveled in
many times and many miles.

After that bombing, the word came out from the Somalian Mus-
lim terrorist group al-Shabaab apologizing to Ugandans for their
lives being lost, because their efforts were to go after Americans
and whites.

Now, you have experienced it first-hand, Mr. Bihi. How con-
cerned are you that other young Somali males from your commu-
nity may be radicalized and influenced to join the violent jihad ei-
ther in the United States or Somalia?

Mr. BiHi. We are really very concerned. We are extremely con-
cerned that we have our immediate outreach concerning this mat-
ter right away, without funding, no support, with all those pres-
sures and silencing. We won the hearts of hundreds of people,
young people, not to change their mind. We have influenced it, as
you have heard. We have a huge task for us because of the long
running civil war by al-Shabaab in Somalia, over 25 years now. We
have influence in Denmark, the community in Denmark. We have
influenced the community in Canada, in Sweden, in Switzerland,
in Germany, in London, in Lancaster, in Liverpool, in Malaysia,
and all over the world, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, in Ireland.

We are getting tired of every time there are young Somali men
being indicted because their intention is to do a jihad. We are vic-
tims vulnerable to organizations that are picking on us like salmon
fish. Every time we try to speak up against this we got problems.
We are intimidated by strong organizations that are not welcome
in our community because we are not going to stop.

As a matter of fact, Uganda, it made us—I and my youth corps
there, we decided on the table, on the news, to do a Ramadan, it
was a Ramadan time, a Ramadan basketball tournament for the
youth. Because from my experience I am an expert, I can say that,
I have been there from the beginning. I don’t just mention it to the
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media. We find out that we see eye to eye with each other, on the
coffee shops showing the young men how glorious it is, how prin-
cipled they are riding these horses, exploding themselves, seeing all
the glorious things, and we have to prevent that in Uganda.

So immediately we organized, with no penny to rent a big ma-
chine to organize 400 young men to play basketball.

Chairman KING. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. WALBERG. I wish you all good success.

Chairman KING. The gentlelady from California, Ms. Speier, is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. At the outset, I find this hearing to be grossly incom-
plete, and I feel that without the representation of the Department
of Homeland Security, the FBI, the Department of Justice, we are
seeing a very skewed discussion, with the exception of Sheriff Baca
is here.

While I think these anecdotes are interesting, I don’t believe
these are experts. I would suggest if we are really going to be com-
plete in this hearing, we should also be investigating the Army of
God and their website in which they openly praise Christian terror-
ists as part of an effort to look at home-grown terrorism in this
country.

Let me start by first asking Dr. Jasser if you believe the majority
of mosques in this country are actively recruiting terrorists.

Dr. JASSER. That is not what I said, ma’am.

Ms. SPEIER. I am just asking you that question.

Dr. JASSER. No, I don’t believe the majority of mosques are ac-
tively recruiting terrorists.

Ms. SPEIER. Do you believe that you have expertise to be speak-
ing?

Dr. JASSER. It is interesting. That is the question that the theo-
crats ask me all the time, so it seems like you are asking me the
same thing. My love of my faith, my demonstrable experience in
dealing with this issue of reform, of knowledge of not only my
scripture and my practice of faith, but the Constitution, I think po-
sitions me pretty well to deal with it and be part of a solution.

I am not sure who else you would like to solve this problem, but
I think it is only Muslims that can do it. It would be sort of like
asking at the time of the American Revolution that you want to
have testimony about the Church of England’s threat to America
and you would only listen to the priests. That would be wrong, be-
cause it was the lay community that ultimately—the intellectual
lay community that understood their faith that brought about the
reform and the change against the establishment. So I hope you
don’t look upon expertise as something that gets handed down from
the clerics, most of whom are part of the problem.

Ms. SPEIER. No. But I am a practicing Roman Catholic. I go to
church every single Sunday. I am a lector in my parish, and I am
no more prepared to speak about the pedophilia in the Catholic
Church because I am a practicing Roman Catholic.

I think we do need to have experts come here to testify on home-
grown terrorism in this country. While I appreciate the anecdotes
of those who have spoken, I don’t think that they are necessarily
very enlightening.
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Sheriff Baca, let me ask you, how important have Muslim Ameri-
cans been in your efforts to foil terrorist plots in Los Angeles Coun-
ty?

Sheriff BACA. Well, Los Angeles County is blessed. As you know,
we haven’t had an attack as such, and I think that the ability to
prevent it is what we are trying to do more than anything else. Our
weighing of success across the Nation cannot be weighed alone by
Los Angeles’ model.

What I do believe is if I were a New Yorker or if I was a D.C.
resident or even someone in the fields of Pennsylvania, that there
is a whole different reality about terrorism when it happens in
places that you love and have grown up in in the more specific
way.

Therefore, the variability of the panel today is that I speak about
what I do to prevent terrorism. These individuals have a more inti-
mate weigh-in on the issue of terrorism. The doctor on the other
end is a scholar, more so perhaps than even a medical doctor.

But the truth is this is the most difficult subject to get your arms
around. I believe that our country is doing magnificently, given all
the complexity of a big country that spreads not only throughout
the mass land of America, but everyone round the world, particu-
larly the countries abroad.

Where I am stepping in to say where I am helping, I am helping
the Middle East police departments and I am dealing with Muslims
that are in my profession around the world. We didn’t even get into
that, because we are not going to deal with anything without the
connectivity with resources outside of America with those inside
America.

Ms. SPEIER. If I could interrupt for one more question, I am run-
ning out of time. I don’t know how much discussion has been had
about the lone wolf phenomena, but certainly the Congressional
Research Service and their review has spoken about the lone
wolves. We have seen it in the Jerad Loughners, in the Timothy
McVeighs, in some of the—the Christmas day bomber and the like.

So what would you say about the risk of home-grown terrorism
coming from what are called lone wolves?

Sheriff BACA. Well, it is definitely there. The concept of a lone
wolf terrorist is based on a variety of explanations, but it is defi-
nitely part of the element of an attack that will occur similar to
the one in New York. But there is always help.

The lone wolf theory is an interesting one. Rarely does anyone
have the smarts enough to pull off one of these attacks on their
own. So I think the fact there is a lone person, whether it is
Abdulmutallab coming out of Nigeria on a Christmas holiday pe-
riod, they will execute on their own as a single person, but behind
them there is always someone around that is a pure Jihadist, vio-
lent Jihadist, who is helping them accomplish their mission.

Chairman KING. The time of the gentlelady has expired.

The gentleman from Minnesota, Mr. Cravaack, is recognized for
5 minutes.

Mr. CrRAVAACK. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank
the members of the panel, particularly Mr. Bledsoe, Mr. Bihi, and
Mr. Jasser. I do consider your testimony expert testimony.

Mr. BLEDSOE. I want to say thank you.
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Mr. CRAVAACK. You live it every day. You have been fighting for
it in Minneapolis every day on a daily basis. I commend you for
your courage, your conviction. I applaud you, especially Mr. Bihi,
living in Minneapolis and Minnesota. I understand what you have
gone through, and I understand the trials and tribulations that you
have gone through as well. I commend you, sir, not only you, but
also your family members that have also been brave through this
whole thing as well, because you, sir, have been under persecution
by entities that are supposed to represent the Muslim faith.

I commend you, sir. Mr. Bledsoe, I just can’t say that enough,
and thank you very much for your courage.

Mr. Bihi, you are representing voices from Minnesota, families
whose sons have been radicalized and sent abroad to wage jihad
against Muslims and non-Muslims living in Somalia.

At the forefront, I want to recognize here and in a very public
way that Minnesota Somalis are by and large good people who are
here chasing the American dreams that my grandparents came for-
ward for, just like you, raising their kids to be great Americans and
bettering our great State, the State of Minnesota. I reject the mes-
sage from some on this committee and these hearings as doing any-
thing but initiating an open process and not only protecting Mus-
lim Americans, but protecting all Americans.

My goal is to put a spotlight on this particular issue and then
refocus this lens on the small number of individuals and organiza-
tions in the Muslim community that are 100 percent committed to
totally implement Islamic law, which is in direct violation of Article
VI of the Constitution of the United States.

So, again, gentlemen, I thank you very much for your commit-
ment to this.

Sheriff, I just have a couple questions for you, if you don’t mind,
sir. Thank you for your service in the Corps.

Sheriff BACA. Semper fi, Marine.

Mr. CRAVAACK. I am sorry, sir, I am a Navy guy, so I hope you
won’t hold it against me. But I hauled lots of marines in the Phil-
ippines in CH-53 Echoes.

Sir, I have a question for you in regards to CAIR. You are aware
that this is a Hamas and Muslim Brotherhood entity; is that cor-
rect, sir?

Sheriff BACA. No, I am not aware of that.

Mr. CRAVAACK. Let me bring this to your attention then. This
was actually proven in an FBI-identified 1993 Philadelphia meet-
ing, Hamas meeting, in that all attendees of this meeting are
Hamas members. The two people that were in that meeting were
both founders of CAIR.

So my question is, sir, basically what you are dealing with is a
terrorist organization. I am trying to get you to try to understand
that they might be using you, sir, to implement their goals.

Sheriff BACA. Well, thank you for asking me that question, but
it sounds more like a possible accusation, me being misused by an
organization that, quite frankly—let me just answer you this way:
I am an elected official, as you are. If the FBI has something to
charge CAIR with, bring those charges forward and try them in
court and deal with it that way.
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There is a reality that in my culture, as a police officer, that you
have facts and you have a crime; deal with it. We don’t play around
with criminals in my world. If CAIR is an organization that is a
“criminal organization,” prosecute them. Hold them accountable
and bring them to trial.

Mr. CRAVAACK. My time is limited, sir. Are you saying that the
FBI was wrong in identifying that CAIR is part of Hamas, an enti-
ty of Hamas?

Sheriff BACA. Let me say this: You don’t want to cause a conflict
between me and the FBI. We work together better than perhaps
this committee works together.

Mr. CrAvAACK. That would be an understatement at this point.
Sir, I am just asking you a question. Let me ask you this hypo-
thetical question then. If you knew that CAIR was a terrorist orga-
nﬁzati)on sponsored by Hamas, would you continue to work with
them?

Sheriff BACA. You are asking me a question that I am not quali-
fied to answer because I am not representing Hamas, I am not rep-
resenting CAIR, I am not representing anything other than your
personal safety. I do work well with your police in the great State
that you represent.

Mr. CRAVAACK. Sir, I am doing the same thing. I am just trying
to protect the United States of America citizens. Thank you very
much, and I yield back my 10 seconds.

Chairman KING. The time of the gentleman has expired, and the
only addition I would make is that this committee usually does get
along pretty well.

The gentlelady from New York, my colleague, Ms. Yvette Clarke,
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
Let me say that today’s hearing has been a great Congressional
theater, certainly the equivalent of reality TV, and I am just really
appalled at the fact that we have not really gotten to a substantive
conversation about how we define terrorism, how we define the
whole idea of radicalization. Because just in listening, if I had my
eyes closed and listening to Mr. Bledsoe and Mr. Bihi—not to di-
minish what they have been through, because their experiences are
real—but I have parents in my district who can sit and talk about
their children being recruited, their children being brainwashed,
and their children are gang members. The bloodshed, the lives that
have been lost in communities like mine across this Nation since
I have been here, has not been an issue of Homeland Security.

When I hear Dr. Jasser talk about the concerns about the ele-
ments of radicalization in existence in Islam, I am also reminded
that there are those same elements evident in Christianity and in
Judaism. I know, because I represent all three faiths in my district.
As someone directly impacted by 9/11 and who has lived in a com-
munity where we have respected every human being, irregardless
of their background, their ethnicity, their religion, to see us come
to this day where we are pointing fingers at one another, I don’t
see the benefit in it.

I see the benefit in the approach of Sheriff Baca. I see the benefit
in us opening up the dialogue. But I don’t see the benefit in stigma-
tizing, in finger-pointing, or even creating the specter that it may
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occur—even if it doesn’t—as being something worthy of where we
should be in our collective humanity in the 21st Century.

So while I can empathize with the challenges faced by these fam-
ilies, we can all point to instances in our districts where families
are suffering. The goal here should be how do we address that suf-
fering through communication, through dialogue, through enlight-
enment, which is where we need to be in the 21st Century.

I would like to take this moment and yield the balance of my
time to the gentlelady from California, Ms. Laura Richardson.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Thank you, Ms. Clarke. For the record, I want-
ed to clarify and build upon the last question I asked you, Sheriff
Baca. There have been two issues that Mr. King brought up for
this hearing. One was the fact of are American Muslims cooper-
ating with law enforcement. The second issue is the scope.

So I just want to clarify. Your answer was you think these hear-
ings are good. I agree having an open discussion about problems
and preventing terrorism is good. But what I want to clarify for the
record, so it is not used against us, is do you agree that discussions
like this should not—sure, we should talk about preventing ter-
rorism and radicalization, but should the scope be so narrowed only
to include American Muslim communities, or should other commu-
nities and other groups also be discussed in this same fashion? Be-
cause thus far, we haven’t been told of those hearings.

Sheriff BACA. Well, I believe it depends on the time and scope.
I know that you have heard significantly from all four of us, and
I think that these witnesses are incredibly important. But if you
try to package it all up in one big group, we will be here for 3
weeks.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Sheriff Baca, I am not suggesting all nec-
essarily in the one time. But it is very important we have this an-
swer, and I have 32 seconds. The question is: Don’t you think there
should also be a discussion of the other groups?

Sheriff BACA. Oh, definitely. In my testimony, you know, more
radical extremist acts of crime are occurring in the United States
of America on the reports that have been given by Members of Con-
gress and myself on this committee that non-Muslim extremists are
a problem in this country. You know, we don’t have to go too far
back in history to understand what the Ku Klux Klan is all about.

I believe the sensitivities are, the sensitivities are if you lived in
New York and you lived in Washington and you lived in places in
the United States that were harmed by these terrorists on 9/11, or
if you lived in parts of America where you were lynched or you ulti-
mately had your churches burned down, there is no difference in
the outcome. So, I think that there is a reason for different points
of view on this matter.

But I am glad for the consciousness that we have here on the dis-
cussion, because I am a very strong opponent of any kind of vio-
lence that is basically so indiscriminate. Whether it is Holocaust vi-
olence or just one individual, either way, the damage is unaccept-
able to civilization.

Chairman KING. The time of the gentlewoman has expired. The
gentleman from Illinois is recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. WALSH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Again, you have heard
this before, but thank you for having the foresight and the courage
to put this hearing on.

Mr. Bihi and Mr. Bledsoe, a colleague on the other side referred
to you as not expert, your testimony as not expert testimony. I
think the word she used to describe your experiences was “inter-
esting.”

Mr. Bihi, Mr. Bledsoe, take a shot at that. What you both have
gone through, is “interesting” the word you would use to describe
it?

Mr. BLEDSOE. No, I will describe it as a tragedy. I would also like
to say to perhaps the person who was speaking on the other side,
I am wondering how do they get on the Commission to speak about
some of the things they are speaking about? I mean, we are not
talking about how much of a professional or expert you are. We are
speaking about what happened here to our children and what we
are speaking about is what may happen to your children. We are
speaking about the danger. I think most of the people that I am
hearing on the other side are talking about political fear, and that
is what I mostly hear here.

There are certain populations, a small population we are talking
about, the Islamic extremists, who we worry about stepping on
their toes, and they are talking about stamping us out, not just
stamping us out, but everything that America stands for. I am
wondering why the people don’t pull their blinders off.

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Bledsoe, to that point, what do you think they
are afraid of? Fear of what?

Mr. BLEDSOE. I think it is political fear, perhaps not getting re-
elected or whatnot. But this is real. This is the real thing hap-
pening in America. It is not going to happen by not doing anything
about it, that is for sure. I think if you ignore that we don’t have
a problem, then you are inviting the problem to come again.

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Bihi, what word would you use besides “inter-
esting” to describe what you went through?

Mr. BiHi. There are no words to describe what I went through
or those families went through. We basically put our neck out, all
of us, and we destroyed ourselves.

Well, would we do it again with this type of environment all the
time, that we are facing murders just for speaking out for our coun-
try and our children or for our communities? Yes, we will do it. Be-
cause the immensity of the danger, the immensity of the danger,
the person or organizations that was very successful could change
the brain of your lovely kid who loves you so much and make him
to go to the worst place on Earth and explode himself, that organi-
zation is dangerous.

It is not about Bihi or my brother here being experts. We are not
looking for justification. We are looking to save the rest. Our kids
died. My kid died. Many of them died. We never stop. We paid the
price for speaking out. We never stopped. We saved hundreds and
hundreds in the United States, thousands.

So I think it is good to reward those families who speak out to
save others. His son is in jail. We are trying to save the rest, not
looking to be experts. But we are the damn best.
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Mr. WALSH. Dr. Jasser, why are so many other American Muslim
organizations afraid of holding these hearings? They didn’t want to
hold this hearing. What in your estimation are they afraid of?

Dr. JASSER. You know, that is a great question, and I think, you
know, at the end of the day, change is very difficult. I was asked
about what I am doing here. My family asks me that frequently be-
cause of all the pressure we get because of what I do. It is not an
easy task taking on an establishment, taking on a mentality that
will not change, that will not reform, that will not realize that
there are changes that have to happen internally in ideology in
order to prevent this cancer from happening. So the pressures are
innumerable, especially for a minority population.

It is interesting that they are circling the wagons, instead of I
think the best way to let fear of Muslims melt away is to have
them see us leading the charge. In many ways also we are not in-
tellectually equipped, I think from a religious standpoint, because
we haven’t had the infrastructure built in liberty and theology, be-
cause so many Muslims I think don’t understand the faith well and
have not been educated in a Western mindset.

We have to build these infrastructures to allow that reform to
happen. But it is a lot of tribalism, I think, and circling of the wag-
?_ns,1 and that has to change, and they don’t want to. Change is dif-

icult.

Mr. WALSH.