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(1) 

THE FISCAL YEAR 2012: DEPARTMENT OF EN-
ERGY AND NUCLEAR REGULATORY COM-
MISSION BUDGETS 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2011 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND POWER, 

JOINT WITH THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND THE ECONOMY, 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, 
Washington, DC. 

The subcommittees met, pursuant to call, at 9:35 a.m., in room 
2123 of the Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Ed Whitfield 
(chairman of the subcommittee on Energy and Power) presiding. 

Members present: Representatives Whitfield, Upton (ex officio), 
Barton, Shimkus, Pitts, Terry, Burgess, Bilbray, Bass, Scalise, 
Latta, Harper, Cassidy, McKinley, Gardner, Griffith, Waxman (ex 
officio), Dingell, Markey, Rush, Green, DeGette, Capps, Doyle, Ins-
lee, and Matsui. 

Staff present: Maryam Brown, Chief Counsel, Energy and Power; 
Allison Busbee, Legislative Clerk; Andy Duberstein, Special Assist-
ant to Chairman Upton; Mike Gruber, Senior Policy Advisor; Dave 
McCarthy, Chief Counsel, Environment and the Economy; Mary 
Neumayr, Counsel, Oversight/Energy; Peter Spencer, Professional 
Staff Member, Oversight; Jeff Baran, Democratic Senior Counsel; 
Phil Barnett; Democratic Staff Director; Gret Dotson, Democratic 
Energy and Environment Staff Director; Caitlin Haberman, Demo-
cratic Policy Analyst; and Karen Lightfoot, Democratic Commu-
nications Director, and Senior Policy Advisor. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. ED WHITFIELD, A REPRESENT-
ATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF KEN-
TUCKY 

Mr. WHITFIELD. We will call the hearing to order this morning. 
The title of today’s hearing is ‘‘The Fiscal Year 2012 Department 
of Energy and Nuclear Regulatory Commission Budgets.’’ And we 
certainly extend a warm welcome to Secretary Steven Chu, Sec-
retary of the U.S. Department of Energy. Mr. Secretary, we appre-
ciate your being with us today very much and look forward to your 
testimony. We also have with us on the second panel the Honorable 
Gregory Jaczko, who is chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission. 

Circumstances have certainly changed since we decided to have 
this hearing, and with the events taking place in Japan we all 
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want to extend our very best wishes and thoughts to the people of 
Japan as the result of this tragedy. And we will certainly benefit 
today from the insights of Dr. Chu and Dr. Jaczko on this ongoing 
matter. 

Obviously, nuclear energy plays a vital role in the energy needs 
of our country today. It provides roughly 20 percent of all elec-
tricity generated in America. Countries like France and Japan have 
an even greater percentage of electricity produced from energy. 
And we recognize the importance, when we talk about energy, also 
of the safety aspect of that as well. 

And while I didn’t really intend to talk a lot about nuclear en-
ergy today, there are so many points relating to our country as it 
pertains to nuclear energy today: the storage issue, Yucca Moun-
tain, what is happening there, the 104, 106 nuclear plants around 
the country and the location on those sites of the waste material 
instead of going to Yucca Mountain, the permitting period, roughly 
10 years to get a plant permitted. In other countries it is less than 
that but, as we have learned just in the last few days from what 
happened in Japan, we can expect unexpected events to occur and 
we have to maximize safety. I, for one, do not believe that we can 
meet our future demands of energy without nuclear playing a vital 
role in that. 

So Mr. Secretary, we are going to look forward to your testimony. 
I know that there will be a lot of questions for you. And at this 
time I would recognize for his opening statement Mr. Rush of Illi-
nois. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Whitfield follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. ED WHITFIELD 

• Sadly, this hearing has been overtaken by events in Japan. Our hearts go out 
to an ally that has lost thousands of its citizens in this tragedy, and we closely fol-
low unfolding events there, including the situation at the damaged nuclear power 
plants. On the last point we will certainly benefit from the insights of Dr. Chu and 
Dr. Jaczko on this ongoing matter. 

• The energy challenges America faces are daunting, 
o from high gasoline prices, 
o to EPA global warming regulations adding even further to the regulatory bur-

den on fossil fuels, 
o to questions about whether there will be enough electric generating capacity to 

meet the nation’s future needs and enough transmission lines to deliver it, 
o to whether we have a long-term solution for nuclear waste storage, and a great 

many others. 
• The Department of Energy and Nuclear Regulatory Commission have long dealt 

with many of these challenges, and I look forward to working with both of them 
to find the energy solutions America needs. 

• But those solutions begin with the reality that fossil fuels—the coal, oil, and nat-
ural gas that provide America with 70 percent of its energy—are a critical compo-
nent. Without affordable fossil fuels consumers suffer at the pump and when paying 
their electric and natural gas bills, and manufacturers don’t have the low cost en-
ergy they need to compete in a global marketplace. After all, the only reason we 
use so much fossil fuels is that they are affordable relative to the alternatives. 

• Yet the Office of Fossil Energy, in line with President Obama’s State of the 
Union remarks that fossil fuels are ‘‘yesterday’s energy,’’ gives short shrift to fund-
ing into fossil energy sources. 

• Quite frankly, a 44.5 percent decrease is out of step with the challenges we face. 
This is especially so given EPA regulations that increasingly make it more difficult 
to use fossil fuels. We should not have one agency complicating the use of fossil fuels 
with more and more regulations while another cuts back on the research into need-
ed breakthroughs. And we certainly do not need the proposed tax increases on do-
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mestic oil and gas, which would only serve to constrain production here in the U.S. 
and raise prices on consumers. 

• The cuts in the Office of Fossil Energy include a 26 percent reduction in funding 
for coal research. Given the economic and national security benefits of coal—the en-
ergy source America possesses in greatest abundance, and one whose full potential 
is still not being realized—I believe these cuts are ill-advised. 

• I am pleased that the DOE budget included additional funds for the nuclear loan 
guarantee program, but I do not support the Administration’s concurrent actions to 
shut down the statutorily mandated Yucca Mountain Program. DOE alone has spent 
$13.5 billion of ratepayers’ money on this project and because the project is not fin-
ished another $15 billion has been spent in settlements with utilities companies be-
cause the federal government is not meeting its obligations. 

• I am pleased that in America we have the most robust and dependable nuclear 
power systems in the world and I believe that we need to promote that power in 
a way that is beneficial to the public. However, permitting for new plants and re- 
permitting for existing plants is simply too slow at the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion. 

• I know we will learn a great deal from the events unfolding in Japan, but in 
the process we should not do anything from a regulatory or legislative standpoint 
to unnecessarily threaten the continued development of what is a safe and impor-
tant part of our base-load power system here in the United States. 

• I look forward to hearing from our witnesses and I now yield to the Ranking 
Member, Mr. Rush. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. BOBBY L. RUSH, A REP-
RESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Mr. RUSH. Well, now, thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to thank 
Mr. Secretary Chu for being here today. I understand we have 
Chairman Jaczko coming in a little later. 

Before I give my thoughts on the nuclear situation in Japan, as 
you have, Mr. Chairman, I would like to bring attention to the 
drastic cuts that have been proposed by my Republican colleague 
under H.R. 1. Section 3001 of H.R. 1 would rescind all unobligated 
Recovery Act funds without any exception. And these cuts would 
directly impact crucial job-creating renewable energy projects 
under the Loan Guarantee Program. At least 26 job-creating 
projects across the country, from California to Illinois, Michigan to 
New York, and Oregon to Texas would be affected by these pro-
posed cuts. 

In all, projects with negotiated terms reach $12.5 billion in loan 
guarantees that would create over 28,000 construction jobs and 
over 5,000 permanent jobs are at stake. The Republican proposal 
would basically put all of DOE loan guarantee funding into 1 cat-
egory, and that category is nuclear energy. 

And while I am in support of nuclear energy, I also believe we 
must invest in renewable energy projects that would generate 
power from solar, wind, geothermal, biomass, and cellulosic eth-
anol, as many of these projects do. Mr. Chairman, my State of Illi-
nois obtains 47 percent of its electricity from nuclear, one of the 
highest in the Nation. I personally believe that nuclear must be 
part of any portfolio of renewable energy sources that will move 
this Nation forward. 

However, as far as the events unfolding in Japan are concerned, 
my advice for the nuclear energy industry, both here and in Japan 
and elsewhere, would be to be as transparent as possible. Trans-
parency is really the key word. The American people, the people 
around the world are looking for transparency. They want to be-
lieve in the nuclear energy and I think it is up to us and others 
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to make that happen. We must make sure that we are honest with 
the American people about exactly what we know and also what we 
do not know. 

Mr. Chairman and Mr. Chairman, I look forward to discussing 
this more in depth during the discussion with Secretary Chu and 
Chairman Jaczko. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and with that I want 
to recognize Mr. Waxman. I yield back the balance of my time. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Rush follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 

Thank you, Mr. Secretary and Chairman Jaczko for being here today. Before I 
give my thoughts on the nuclear situation in Japan, I would like to bring attention 
to the drastic cuts that have been proposed by my Republican colleagues under H.R. 
1. 

Section 3001 of H.R. 1 would rescind all unobligated Recovery Act funds without 
any exceptions, and these cuts would directly impact crucial, job-creating renewable 
energy projects under the loan guarantee program. 

At least 26 job-creating projects across the country from California to Illinois, 
Michigan to New York, and Oregon to Texas would be affected by these proposed 
cuts. 

In all, projects with negotiated term sheets of $12.5 billion in loan guarantees 
that would create over 28,000 construction jobs and over 5,000 permanent jobs are 
at stake. 

The Republican proposal would basically put all of DOE loan guarantee funding 
into nuclear energy, and while I am a supporter of nuclear energy, I also believe 
we must invest in renewable energy projects that would generate power from solar, 
wind, geothermal, biomass and cellulosic ethanol, as many of these projects would 
do. 

Mr. Chairman, my state of Illinois obtains 47-percent of its electricity from nu-
clear, one of the highest on the country. 

I personally believe that nuclear must be part of any portfolio of renewable energy 
sources that will fuel this country moving forward. 

However, as far as the events unfolding in Japan are concerned, my advice for 
the nuclear energy industry, both here and in Japan, would be to be as transparent 
as possible. 

We must make sure that we are honest with the American people about exactly 
what we know, and also what we don not know. 

In a letter earlier this week, my Democratic colleagues and I called for hearings 
and an independent investigation so that when the current crisis mode has ended 
we can accurately explain to the American people what happened and assure them 
that we are prepared for any contingency in our own nuclear energy arsenal. 

I look forward to discussing this more in depth during the questioning session for 
Secretary Chu and Chairman Jaczko. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman, and with that I would like to recognize Mr. Green from 
the Environment and the Economy subcommittee. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Rush, thank you for your comments. I no-
ticed you had about 2 minutes left on your opening statement. I 
had about 2 minutes left on my opening statement, and I was look-
ing so forward to hear what you said that I neglected to recognize 
my friend, Mr. Shimkus, who is chairman of the Energy and Envi-
ronment Subcommittee. So I am going to recognize him for the re-
maining 2 minutes of my opening statement. So Mr. Shimkus, you 
are recognized for 2 minutes. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Welcome, Mr. Sec-
retary. 

We always live in interesting times and this is another one. This 
is a DOE budget hearing and, of course, budgets are all the rage, 
size-of-government spending. Your budget request is 29.5 billion, 
which is about a 12-percent increase from fiscal year 2010, so a lot 
of questions will be—obviously, that is not going to happen. We are 
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going to have to prioritize and we are going to have to see what 
works and go through the list and make sure we are funding the 
priorities, but nowhere in America is anyone expecting us to in-
crease the size of government and federal agencies by 12 percent. 
In fact, I would—as I said in another hearing—be prepared for 
2008 spending levels or a significantly reduced amount. So that is 
an issue. 

Having said that, we want to, you know, applaud the work and 
continue to support, as Mr. Rush said—I am from Illinois also—the 
nuclear power industry, make sure it is safe. There are interesting 
issues going on with your loan guarantees that we want to keep 
pursuing the 3 facilities that are moving forward, while we still 
have to address—and my subcommittee has a nuclear waste port-
folio. And we have got to get serious about addressing this issue. 
I will talk about that more in my questions, but for the President 
to have a Blue Ribbon Commission that excludes any discussion 
about Yucca Mountain is a fraud. And I think you probably had 
some writings in the past that also addressed the importance of 
Yucca Mountain. And we will continue pushing all of the above en-
ergy strategies. 

So with that, my time is expired, Mr. Chairman. So I yield back. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. At this time I recognize the gen-

tleman from California, the ranking member, for his opening state-
ment. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN, A REP-
RESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, during the last year we have had 
wakeup call after wakeup call warning us that we need a new en-
ergy policy. Last April a coalmine explosion in West Virginia killed 
29 miners. It was the worst coal disaster in 40 years. That same 
month, Deepwater Horizon exploded in BP’s Macondo well. Oil was 
gushing into the Gulf for 3 months. Now oil is $100 a barrel be-
cause the Middle East is in turmoil. And Japan faces potential nu-
clear meltdowns at its damaged reactors. We don’t know yet wheth-
er Japan will be able to avoid catastrophic release of radioactive 
material. We don’t know what the full impact will be, but we 
should be investigating the safety and preparedness of the U.S. fa-
cilities. 

After all of these energy catastrophes, it should be obvious we 
need a new energy policy that promotes clean, safe, and affordable 
energy. We need more vehicles that run on electricity, natural gas, 
and renewable fuels. We need more wind and solar power. And we 
need more energy efficiency. Instead, what we have gotten from the 
Republican-controlled house is partisanship and an assault on 
clean energy. 

The Republican budget for this year, H.R. 1, would slash DOE’s 
energy efficiency and renewable energy budget by 35 percent. It 
would completely eliminate assistance to low-income families who 
want to weatherize their homes or save energy and lower their util-
ity bills. And the Republican budget would wipe out DOE’s ability 
to award loan guarantees to worthy renewable energy projects. 
This would cost us thousands of jobs. Some of these loan guaran-
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tees have recipients just waiting to close the deal, and now there 
will be no money left for them, whether it is a solar project in Cali-
fornia, a wind turbine plant in Idaho, a geothermal project in Or-
egon, a biofuels facility in Louisiana. The list goes on. All these 
projects and all these jobs are on the Republican chopping block. 

Yesterday in this committee we debated a bill the Republicans 
said, oh, we are for all-of-the-above energy policy. But that is not 
is what is in their budget. The Republican budget would rescind 25 
billion of the 47 billion in loan guarantee authority provided by 
Congress in 2009. The bill would preserve the entire 18.5 billion in 
loan guarantees for new nuclear reactors and $2 billion available 
for uranium-enrichment projects, while leaving only $1.5 billion for 
all other technologies. This is not an all-of-the-above strategy. This 
is an all-nuclear strategy. 

Mr. Chairman, instead of spending our time debating partisan 
legislation that denies science and guts the Clean Air Act, we 
should be working together to encourage clean energy investments 
that will create jobs in the U.S. It should not take a nuclear melt-
down to make us face reality. We urgently need a new energy pol-
icy, and I hope the testimony today from Secretary Chu and Chair-
man Jaczko will help point the way. 

I would ask unanimous consent to enter into the record a supple-
mental memo detailing the effects of the Republican budget on 
clean energy jobs. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Without objection. 
[The information appears at the conclusion of the hearing.] 
Mr. WAXMAN. And Mr. Chairman, I yield now to the ranking 

member of the subcommittee on environment, Mr. Green. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. GREEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding the hearing 

today on the Department of Energy and Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission’s fiscal year 2012 proposed budgets. I want to thank Sec-
retary Chu and also Chairman Jaczko for taking the time to ap-
pear before our committee and I know both of you are extremely 
busy working with Japan to assist them in their current situation 
at several of their nuclear reactors. 

Our thoughts and our prayers are with the people of Japan, and 
I hope the United States can assist them in their time of need. This 
is truly a devastating disaster and they need as much assistance 
from around the world so they can recover. 

As a Member of Congress who represents one of the largest en-
ergy-producing areas in the country, an area of the country that 
also has permits pending before the Office of Management and 
Budget for construction of new nuclear power plants, I am inter-
ested in the testimony of our witnesses today. 

In 2008 our Nation produced over 800 billion kilowatt hours from 
nuclear power. Japan produced 245 billion. We need to step back 
and take a breath and see what we need to do to produce clean 
electricity safely and at a reasonable cost. And I know that is our 
bottom line and we need to do that, particularly with what has 
happened with Japan. 

And I do hope that Secretary Chu and Chairman Jaczko can up-
date us on the current situation in Japan, as well as give us infor-
mation on the fiscal year 2012 budget and how Congress can take 
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the leadership in doing that. And with that, Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back my time. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Waxman, you can call the time. 
Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, I don’t know if we are reserving 

any balance of our time, but we have exhausted our speeches for 
the opening of—— 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you very much. At this time I recognize 
the full chairman of the committee, Mr. Upton, for his opening 
statement. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. FRED UPTON, A REPRESENTA-
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 

Mr. UPTON. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome, Mr. 
Secretary. 

Given all of the energy challenges the American people face, this 
hearing on DOE and the NRC ’12 budgets would have been a very 
important one even if it was held before the tragedy in Japan. But 
given the unfolding of events there and the impact on several nu-
clear reactors, today’s hearing certainly takes on added signifi-
cance. 

In the midst of a natural disaster and a tragedy that we are 
watching unfold literally hour by hour, we need to allow time for 
reflection and careful analysis and learn from their mistakes. This 
is especially true when it comes to proposals that would make per-
manent changes in policy based on incomplete information. 

We will be having a number of hearings on this issue as details 
unfold and we welcome your participation. This committee is going 
to hear the facts as soon as they become available. That is for sure. 

For me, I live 15 miles from two nuclear power plants, so the 
safety of U.S. nuclear facilities is not an issue that I have ever 
taken lightly. I am not straying from my support for safe nuclear 
energy as a vital component of America’s present and future energy 
mix. It is just as important to dispel overstated fears as it is to dis-
cuss legitimate concerns. And I know that we can begin the process 
of doing both. 

The Department of Energy’s ’12 budget is $29.5 billion, an in-
crease of almost 12 percent or $3 billion from current levels and 
I see areas where funding is excessive and perhaps others where 
it is insufficient. Spending—even for laudable goals like energy effi-
ciency or developing affordable alternative energy sources and tech-
nologies—needs to be scrutinized for effectiveness. Indeed, we just 
had a large-scale real-world test of the merits of throwing a lot of 
money at nice-sounding energy projects in the 2009 stimulus. The 
stimulus program was very generous the American people’s tax dol-
lars and certainly for energy programs, but a series of DOE inspec-
tor general reports on stimulus spending for home and building 
weatherization projects in other agencies found significant flaws. 

In other areas I believe that the budget is inappropriately cheap, 
and this is especially the case with regard to fossil fuels. Wishful 
thinking about magic bullet alternatives is not going to heat and 
cool our homes, get us where we need to go, and power the busi-
nesses the provide the jobs that America wants. The reality is we 
still need fossil fuels and we will continue to do so for the foresee-
able future. Now, I don’t believe that this reality is reflected in the 
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budget, which calls for a 44-percent decline in funding for the Of-
fice of Fossil Energy. That, along with the President’s support for 
raising taxes on domestic oil and natural gas producers, is indic-
ative of a hostility to domestic fossil fuel production. 

On nuclear energy we have got similar concerns. Blocking Yucca 
Mountain is penny-wise and pound-foolish, especially considering 
we have spent nearly $13.5 billion and the need ultimately to find 
a repository for nuclear waste. Instead, preventing the need for in-
terim storage is one way of reducing risk from nuclear energy and 
reducing risk is certain to be a major part of the energy discussion 
moving forward. 

This committee will look long and hard at Yucca Mountain, the 
nuclear fuel cycle and spent-fuel policies. Now more than ever the 
politically-based policies must end. America demands safe, com-
mon-sense solutions. And I yield the balance of my time to Chair-
man Emeritus, Mr. Barton. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Upton follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. FRED UPTON 

Given all of the energy challenges the American people face, this hearing on the 
DOE and NRC 2012 budgets would have been a very important one even if held 
before the tragedy in Japan. But given the unfolding events there and the impact 
on several nuclear reactors, today’s hearing takes on added significance. 

In the midst of a natural disaster and a tragedy we’re watching unfold hour by 
hour, we need to allow time for reflection and careful analysis and learn from their 
mistakes. This is especially true when it comes to proposals that would make per-
manent changes in policy based on incomplete information. We will certainly be 
having a number of hearings on this issue as details unfold. The Committee will 
hear the facts as soon as they become available. 

I live 15 miles from two nuclear power plants, so the safety of U.S. nuclear facili-
ties is not an issue I take lightly. I am not straying from my support for safe nu-
clear energy as a vital component of America’s present and future energy mix. It 
is just as important to dispel overstated fears as it is to discuss legitimate concerns, 
and I know we can begin the process of doing both. 

The Department of Energy’s 2012 budget is $29.5 billion, an increase of 11.8 per-
cent or $3.1 billion from current levels. I see areas where funding is excessive and 
perhaps others where it is insufficient. 

Spending, even for laudable goals like energy efficiency or developing affordable 
alternative energy sources and technologies, needs to be scrutinized for effective-
ness. Indeed, we just had a large scale, real world test of the merits of throwing 
a lot of money at nice-sounding energy projects, in the 2009 stimulus. The stimulus 
was very generous with the American people’s tax dollars, and especially for energy 
programs. A series of DOE Inspector General Reports on stimulus spending for 
home and building weatherization projects and other agency efforts found signifi-
cant flaws. 

In other areas, I believe the budget is inappropriately cheap, and this is especially 
the case with regard to fossil fuels. Wishful thinking about magic bullet alternatives 
is not going to heat and cool our homes, get us where we need to go, and power 
the businesses that provide jobs. The reality is we still need fossil fuels and will 
continue to do so for the foreseeable future. I don’t believe this reality is reflected 
in the budget, which calls for a 44.5 percent decline in funding for the Office of Fos-
sil Energy. That, along with the President’s support for raising taxes on domestic 
oil and natural gas producers, is indicative of a hostility to domestic fossil fuel pro-
duction. 

On nuclear energy, we have similar concerns. Blocking Yucca Mountain is penny 
wise and pound foolish, especially considering the $13.5 billion already spent and 
the need for an ultimate repository for nuclear waste. Indeed, preventing the need 
for interim storage is one way of reducing risks from nuclear energy, and reducing 
risks is certain to be a major part of the energy discussions moving forward. This 
Committee will look long and hard at Yucca Mountain, the nuclear fuel cycle, and 
spent fuel policies. Now more than ever the politically based policies must end. 
America does demand safe common sense solutions. 
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Mr. BARTON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I concur with your 
statement. We welcome the distinguished Secretary of Energy and 
the distinguished Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion. I think you know that I was a White House fellow for one of 
your predecessors, Dr. James B. Edwards, so it is always good to 
have the Secretary of Energy here. 

Obviously, we want to talk about the budget and a big part of 
the budget is going to be the $36 billion Loan Guarantee Program 
for nuclear energy. But in light of what has happened in Japan, we 
are obviously going to be interested in your comments about the 
safety and the NRC Chairman’s safety of our existing nuclear reac-
tors and the new reactors that are beginning to be permitted and 
hopefully be built in our Nation. I continue to be a strong supporter 
of nuclear energy, and I hope that you and the President also con-
tinue to do so. 

I noticed your support for a clean energy standard. I am not 
sure, Mr. Secretary, that we need any kind of an energy standard 
for America, but I think myself and others may be willing to look 
at it. Obviously, it depends on what the definition of clean is. And 
I think any definition should include clean coal, nuclear, and nat-
ural gas. 

With that I yield back to the chairman or yield back to the sub-
committee chairman. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you very much, Mr. Barton. Because of 
the fact that Mr. Rush did not use all of his time and had 2 min-
utes left, I am going to recognize Mr. Rush for an additional 2 min-
utes. 

Mr. RUSH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 
minutes to Mr. Markey. 

Mr. MARKEY. Thank you, Mr. Rush, very much. 
Right now, a few dozen brave souls are fighting a nuclear melt-

down with water trucks. We send our prayers to those heroes and 
to the people of Japan. 

The effects of this disaster have already rippled through the 
world. China, Venezuela, Germany, Switzerland, and other coun-
tries are shutting down older plants and scrapping plans for new 
ones. We, too, need a seismic shift in our approach to nuclear reac-
tor safety. I fear that we are not moving fast enough to take these 
important steps. 

Just yesterday, the Department of Health and Human Services 
announced that it would study the distribution of potassium iodide, 
a radiation emergency pill that is being distributed to Japanese 
people and to U.S. military personnel in the region. It has been 32 
years since the Kemeny Commission that investigated the Three 
Mile Island accident recommended it. 

It has been 29 years since I held a hearing and called for its use. 
It has been 10 years since the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
began making potassium iodide available within 10 miles of a nu-
clear reactor. It has been 9 years since this committee passed my 
law to expand the distribution zone of these pills from 10 miles to 
20 miles away from the reactor. It has been 7 years since the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences endorsed its use. And yet two adminis-
trations have ignored the law. We don’t need to study these pills 
to know that they can prevent cancer. I believe that the Obama ad-
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ministration should immediately implement my law from 7 years 
ago, having it be distributed within a 20-mile radius. 

Our economy crumbled because Wall Street took high-risk invest-
ments and transformed them into safe-looking bonds. As the under-
lying sub-prime loans defaulted en masse, these investments 
turned into toxic assets that no one wanted. So President Bush cre-
ated the TARP Program so the government could buy them. That 
is pretty much what we are looking at on nuclear loan guarantees. 
They are just like a toxic asset, literally and financially guaranteed 
by the federal taxpayers if something goes wrong. The industry will 
be OK financially. The taxpayers will be left with the tab. We have 
already known what happens when the taxpayer has to pick up the 
tab when things go wrong. We should be very careful from this mo-
ment on. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you, Mr. Markey. At this time, Secretary 
Chu, we recognize you for your opening statement and look forward 
to your testimony. 

STATEMENT OF STEVEN CHU, SECRETARY, UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Mr. CHU. Thank you, Chairman Whitfield, and I thank Chair-
man Upton, Ranking Member Waxman, Mr. Barton—Mr. Dingell I 
don’t see is here today—and of course all the members of the com-
mittee. Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the President’s fis-
cal year 2012 budget request for the Department of Energy. 

I want to begin by expressing the administration’s support for 
the people of Japan, as well as American citizens in Japan as they 
respond to and recover from the tragic events of the past few days. 

Officials from the Department of Energy, the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, and other agencies have maintained close contact 
with Japanese officials and provided the Japanese Government 
with expertise in a variety of areas. As far as that effort, the De-
partment of Energy has sent 2 experts to Japan to provide advice 
and technical assistance. We are positioning Consequence Manage-
ment Response Teams in U.S. Consulates and military installations 
in Japan. These teams have the skills, expertise, and equipment to 
help assess, survey, monitor, and sample areas. They include 
smaller groups that could be sent out to gather technical informa-
tion in the area. We have sent our Arial Measurement System Ca-
pability, including detectors, analytical equipment used to provide 
assessments of contamination underground. In total, the DOE team 
includes 39 people with more than 1,700 pounds of equipment. 

The Department is also monitoring activities through the DOE 
Nuclear Incident Team as employing assets at its national labora-
tories to provide ongoing predictive atmospheric modeling capabili-
ties based on a variety of scenarios. The American people should 
have full confidence that the United States has rigorous safety reg-
ulations in place to ensure that our nuclear power is generated 
safely and responsibly. 

Information is still coming in about the events unfolding in 
Japan, but the administration is committed to learning from Ja-
pan’s experience as we work to continue to strengthen America’s 
nuclear industry. Safety remains at the forefront of our effort to re-
sponsibly develop America’s energy resources, and we will continue 
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to incorporate the best practices and lessons learned in that proc-
ess. 

To meet our energy needs the Administration believes we must 
rely on a diverse set of energy sources, including renewables like 
wind and solar, natural gas, clean coal, and nuclear power. We look 
forward to a continued dialogue with Congress in moving that 
agenda forward. 

Now, I would like to turn to the budget. President Obama has 
a plan to win the future by out-innovating, out-educating, out- 
building the rest of the world, while at the same time addressing 
the deficit. The President’s budget makes touch choices, and cut-
ting in many areas while recognizing that we must invest in stra-
tegic areas like clean energy innovation that will create jobs and 
strengthen competitiveness. To that end, President Obama has 
called for an increase in investments in clean energy research, de-
velopment, and deployment. In addition, he has proposed a bold 
but achievable goal of generating 80 percent of America’s electricity 
from clean sources by 2035. 

A clean energy standard will provide clean long-term signal, a 
clean long-term signal to industry to bring capital off the sidelines 
and into the clean energy sector. The government does not need to 
pick favorites. The most competitive clean energy sources will win 
in the marketplace. 

The Department of Energy’s fiscal year 2012 budget requires 
that $29.5 billion supports the President’s goals. Defense-related 
activities such as nonproliferation and cleaning up the Cold War 
sites account for roughly half that budget. The other half, which in-
cludes energy and science programs, are also critical to national se-
curity in addition to economic competitiveness. 

Through energy efficiency programs, we will save money for con-
sumers by saving energy. In addition, the budget supports the re-
search, development, and deployment of renewable energy, the 
modernization of the electric grid, and the advancement of carbon 
capture and sequestration technologies. And it helps reduce our de-
pendence on oil by developing the next generation of biofuels, by 
accelerating electric vehicles research and deployment. 

The budget supports loans for renewables and energy efficiency 
technologies. Nuclear energy also has an important role to play in 
our energy portfolio. The budget requests up to 36 billion in loan 
guarantee authority to help deploy a new generation of American 
nuclear reactors. It also invests in research and development of ad-
vanced nuclear technologies. The budget invests in basic and ap-
plied research and keeps us on a path to doubling funding for key 
scientific agencies, including the Office of Science. 

The budget invests 550 million in Advanced Research Projects 
Agency-Energy. The administration also seeks an additional 100 
million for RPE as part of the President’s Wireless Innovation and 
Infrastructure Initiative. This investment will allow RPE to con-
tinue the promising early-stage research projects that aim to de-
liver game-changing clean energy technologies. 

Another key piece of our research effort is the Energy Innovation 
Hubs. The hubs bring together our Nation’s top scientists and engi-
neers to achieve similar game-changing energy goals. Over a con-
centrated effort over a longer-time horizon is needed to establish 
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innovation leadership. The budget requests $146 million to support 
three existing hubs and to establish three new hubs. 

Finally, the budget supports the Energy Frontier Research Cen-
ters, which are mostly university-led teams working to solve spe-
cific scientific problems that are blocking clean energy develop-
ment. To reach our energy goals we must take a portfolio approach: 
pursuing several research strategies that have proven to be suc-
cessful in the past. This is not a kitchen-sink approach. This work 
is being coordinated and prioritized with a 360-degree view of how 
the pieces fit together. 

Together, these initiatives will help America lead in innovation. 
In addition to strengthening out economy, the budget request also 
strengthens our security by providing $11.8 billion for the Depart-
ment’s National Nuclear Security Administration. 

The Department is mindful of our responsibility to the taxpayer. 
We are cutting back in multiple areas, including eliminating un-
necessarily fossil fuel subsidies. We are streamlining operations. 
And we are making some tough choices by freezing salaries and bo-
nuses for hardworking National Laboratory Site and Facility Man-
agement contractor employees. 

The United States faces a choice today. Will we outcompete the 
rest of the world or will we fall behind? To lead the world in clean 
energy, we must act now. We cannot afford not to. 

Thank you. And I would be pleased to answer any questions you 
may have. 

[The prepared statement of Secretary Chu follows:] 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Well, thank you, Secretary Chu. And because of 
the event in Japan and Chernobyl and Three Mile Island and other 
events, the news media certainly is focused on what is happening 
in Japan and the impact that that would have on nuclear power 
in America. It is my understanding that the International Atomic 
Energy Agency has a 7-level international nuclear and radiological 
event scale, and that on that scale, the event that occurred in 
Japan was at a Level 4. It is my understanding that Three Mile 
Island was a Level 5, which, according to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, would have been more serious than even what is 
in Japan is the information that I have. 

My question is that I read an article recently about Three Mile 
Island and it said that a person standing at the property line of 
Three Mile Island during that event would have received a dose of 
radiation equivalent to between a chest x-ray and a CAT scan. And 
my question, as a layman, that does not sound like a lot of expo-
sure, and particularly when you consider this would be a Level 5. 
And I was just curious, are you aware of that kind of exposure at 
Three Mile Island or do you have any additional information on 
that? 

Mr. CHU. My knowledge of Three Mile Island actually comes 
from an NRC report that was issued—I don’t know exactly when— 
but after the analysis had been done, and what I remember is 
within a 20-mile-or-so radius, the average exposure of those people 
closest to Three Mile Island was a very small fraction of back-
ground radiation. It could have been a scale of 1 percent or less. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Right. 
Mr. CHU. That is what I recall. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Well, you know, I think that is important that 

we talk about that because, obviously, safety is an important issue. 
We don’t want to American people to be panicked about any of this. 
And did you have an additional comment you were going to make? 

Mr. CHU. Yes, I do. I think that the events unfolding in the 
Japan incidents actually appear to be more serious than Three 
Mile Island. To what extent we don’t really know now. And so as 
they are unfolding very rapidly on an hour-by-hour, day-by-day 
basis and there are conflicting reports, and so we don’t really know 
in detail what is happening. This is one of the reasons why the De-
partment of Energy and the NRC are there with boots on the 
ground, with detectors in the ground, not only to help assist the 
Japanese power company and the Japanese Government, but also 
for our own sake, to know what is really happening directly though 
our own instruments. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. But the U.S. Government is offering any and all 
assistance that has been requested? 

Mr. CHU. That is correct. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. OK. Now, just to touch on Yucca Mountain for 

a moment, it is my understanding that the Department of Energy 
or the U.S. Government had entered into contracts with the nu-
clear power plants in the U.S. to take their waste material from 
the operation in their reactors. And because Yucca Mountain has 
not been completed, that lawsuits were eventually filed by the in-
dustry against the Federal Government for violation of that con-
tract. Is that the case? 
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Mr. CHU. That is the case. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. And do you know what the total amount of judg-

ments against the U.S. Government is as of today? 
Mr. CHU. I don’t exactly recall. There have been some judgments. 

They are certainly non-trivial. They are a considerable amount of 
funds. These are settlements so that the money could be used by 
the industry to help store the waste on their own sites. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Now, I don’t know if my information is correct, 
but I have been told it is in the neighborhood of 10 or $12 billion 
in judgments already. Does that sound in the neighborhood to you? 

Mr. CHU. I don’t know. It is certainly over a billion. I don’t know 
where my staff is but we can get back to you on that. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Well, we could follow up. 
Mr. CHU. We will get you the exact number. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. OK. And I am assuming that this is ongoing 

legal action because of Yucca Mountain not being completed, is that 
correct? 

Mr. CHU. Not specifically Yucca Mountain not being completed. 
It is a legal action in the sense that we have a responsibility to pro-
vide for the storage of the nuclear waste, and the NRC has deter-
mined that dry cask storage at the site—— 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Right. 
Mr. CHU [continuing]. Is a safe procedure for at least a half a 

century, but we would be still obligated to reimburse the compa-
nies—— 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Yes, we just don’t have the capability to take 
care of it, right? 

Mr. CHU. Right. Exactly. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. My last question, and this would just not be a 

question but to ask for information. Would your staff be able to 
provide me information on the dollar value of loans, loan guaran-
tees, and/or grants that the Department of Energy may be making 
for wind and solar projects in the U.S.? 

Mr. CHU. Yes, we would be able to—in the sense that the ones 
that we have offered conditional commitments to or that have 
closed. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Yes, sir. Thank you. At this time I will recognize 
the gentleman from Illinois for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Secretary, it is good 
to see you again here before the committee. 

And I am going to get my questions about Japan asked and over 
with in the first one, OK? The first question I have, as far as secu-
rity, can you assure the members of this committee, the American 
public, that what happened in Japan cannot happen here in Amer-
ica at any of our nuclear power plants? 

Mr. CHU. We are going to be looking very, very closely at the 
events happening in Japan and those lessons. And you can be as-
sured that with the NRC leading, but the Department of Energy 
employing any assistance to look again at the current existing nu-
clear power plants and any that are being considered for design, to 
look very hard and see how one could, if possible, upgrade the secu-
rity. We don’t believe that there is imminent danger, but in any in-
stance like this when there are truly unfortunate events like what 
we are seeing in Japan, what we do is we look and we learn from 
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that. This is true of all of the technology—transportation tech-
nologies, energy technologies, you name it. And so we will be look-
ing very carefully and gathering whatever lessons that can be 
learned from that double disaster of the 4th-largest earthquake in 
recorded history and a huge tsunami. And so we will take those 
lessons and apply them to all the nuclear facilities we have in the 
United States, not only earthquakes, but violent storms, every-
thing, anything that could affect them 

Mr. RUSH. I have been told, Mr. Secretary, that as far as natural 
disasters, that it would be fairly difficult to have created and re-
peated what happened in Japan happened here in America as far 
as man-made disasters. And I have also been told that our number- 
one threat to our nuclear facilities is terrorism and that that is 
really what we should also keep a sharp eye on, especially ter-
rorism, to our nuclear facilities. Can you expound on what the level 
of activity at the DOE and you have committed and what are your 
plans for countering any terroristic attack that might wind up hav-
ing the same results or even different results? 

Mr. CHU. Well, all of the civilian nuclear facilities are tasked to 
have very high security measures, and I can certainly vouch for the 
Department of Energy nuclear facilities. They have extraordinarily 
high security measures. I would rather say whether terrorism or 
natural disasters is higher or lower, we and the NRC are very fo-
cused on actually preventing either from happening. 

Mr. RUSH. OK. I am going to shift my direction. Section 1425 of 
H.R. 1, the Republican-proposed Continuing Resolution plan, where 
we sent 25 billion of the 47 billion in DOE’s Loan Guarantee Pro-
grams under Title XVII, which includes funding for renewable en-
ergy and energy efficiency projects, can you speak on the impact of 
cutting funds for renewable sources of energy under the DOE Loan 
Guarantee Program? How important is it that we invest in renew-
able sources of energy? 

Mr. CHU. Yes. In our budget request for 2012 we ask for those 
additional funds to help support the 1705 loan guarantees, but also 
for an expanded authority so we could also invest in energy effi-
ciency technologies as well, because energy not used is money 
saved and energy saved. Without that additional loan guarantee 
authority, many of the projects that would also help unleash pri-
vate capital and bring that off the sidelines we are afraid would not 
go forward. And so that would mean a significant decrease in job 
creation going forward. It would really set back what we are trying 
to do both in starting our economy and also, quite frankly, in giv-
ing a signal to industries in the United States to be developing 
these new sources. We want to give that signal because it is a com-
petitive world out there and there is going to be a race in who de-
velops these technologies that will be demanded worldwide. 

Mr. RUSH. Thank you. I yield back the balance. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman from 

Michigan for his questions. 
Mr. UPTON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a number of ques-

tions and I will abide by the 5-minute rule. 
I must say that I have the same complaint with you as I may 

have with your predecessors. At least I think I have a complaint 
with you. And that is from time to time we hear the Department 
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give its gas estimates and, at least when I hear them, I wonder if 
we are not going to hit those estimates by the end of the week and 
not by Memorial Day. And last week I heard a national report that 
the Department was indicating that they thought that gas prices 
would be $3.70 by Memorial Day. The particular gas station that 
I was passing that day going into the office from Northern Virginia 
was already at 3.89, and it is higher than that in a lot of places 
around the country. USA Today had a headline, it must have been 
about a month ago, ‘‘Will Gas Prices Hit $5 by the 4th of July?’’ 
I look at the projections that the Administration has put forth 
showing—as we all know, we get about a third of our oil from the 
Gulf. We are a quarter of a million barrels less per day than we 
were getting a number of months ago, and when you looked at the 
time from ’09 to ’12, again, DOE indicates that we are going to get 
about 450 million barrels less per day in ’12 than we got in ’09. 

As one that believes in supply and demand, I see Alaska has, you 
know, continued declines in production. Where do you think we 
really will be? And this was, again, before Libya, before Egypt, be-
fore all the different things that were happening in the Middle 
East. Where do you really think we are going to be on gas prices, 
something that is on every household’s mind across the country? 

Mr. CHU. Well, there is an official EIA prediction as you men-
tioned. 

Mr. UPTON. They must be career bureaucrats. Whether it is Re-
publican or Democratic administration, it just—— 

Mr. CHU. Actually—— 
Mr. UPTON [continuing]. Seems wrong—— 
Mr. CHU. It is actually an independent arm so it is independent 

of any political influence. But in any case, certainly, the gas prices 
in Washington, D.C., are higher than the average in the country. 
The gas prices in California are—— 

Mr. UPTON. But I see those same prices in Michigan. 
Mr. CHU. Yes. 
Mr. UPTON. They were 3.80 this week in Michigan. 
Mr. CHU. But anyway, I don’t really know what the gas prices 

are going to be this summer. The mean projection is 43.70 as you 
said. There are large uncertainties. So we don’t really know. And 
I don’t have any better crystal ball than you do on that. 

In terms of the oil production in the United States, again, first, 
you were talking about the oil production in the Gulf of Mexico and 
what is going to be projected. And I believe you were talking about 
this is what was happening because there was a suspension for a 
while of the deepwater exploration. The oil production in the Gulf 
has continued. The shallow-water exploration has continued but 
the deepwater permitting has begun again. 

Mr. UPTON. But again, if you look at the actual production levels, 
they are down from the projection from only 4 or 5 months ago, and 
they are down again according to your own numbers from the trend 
line from ’09 to ’12. 

Mr. CHU. I don’t want to focus just on the Gulf. If you look at 
the total oil production in the United States, again, there are some 
uncertainties, but we are actually seeing increased oil production 
in the continental United States. And we are actually expecting to 
see an increase in oil production from the extraction of shale rock. 
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And again, it is uncertain to how much that will grow, but already 
it is a couple hundred thousand barrels a day production. It could 
increase 12 million barrels per day in the near future. So again, it 
is the total oil production in the United States we are also looking 
at. 

Mr. UPTON. In my remaining time let me ask 2 questions. I know 
you have been in contact with your counterparts in Japan. Is there 
anything that they have asked for that we have not done? 

Mr. CHU. To the best of my knowledge, no. They have accepted 
our help in terms of the services, the airborne radiation detectors, 
things of that nature. We are continuing to offer them help, and 
they are accepting it. 

Mr. UPTON. I just note, too, I know I said million. I mean hun-
dreds of thousands in my declining production. 

Mr. CHU. Hundreds of thousands of—— 
Mr. UPTON. Yes, I said 450 million—— 
Mr. CHU. Right. 
Mr. UPTON [continuing]. But I—— 
Mr. CHU. Right. I understand. 
Mr. UPTON. Last question in my 2 seconds, a number of us sent 

you a letter back in February asking questions about the Nuclear 
Waste Policy Act. If you could take a look at the letter and give 
us as a response as we get prepared—— 

Mr. CHU. All right. 
Mr. UPTON [continuing]. That would be terrific. Thank you. 
Mr. CHU. OK. Thank you. 
Mr. UPTON. I yield back my time. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman from 

California for his questions, 5 minutes. 
Mr. WAXMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Secretary, after 

Chernobyl many said such an event could not happen in the United 
States because the Soviet Union’s nuclear sector was not as ad-
vanced as our own. And there was truth to that. The Chernobyl 
plant was not as advanced and was not designed with many of the 
safeguards we have in the United States. But Japan is a highly de-
veloped country. It is technologically sophisticated as us and there 
is much concern in the U.S. that a similar accident can occur here. 
How do you respond to that concern? 

Mr. CHU. Well, first, I would agree with you. The reactor in 
Chernobyl was of a different design. It had points of instability. It 
had no containment vessel. But we are looking very carefully at 
what is happening in Japan because, as you say, they are using 
more advanced designs. A number of reactors in the United States 
are similar designs, and we are going to look at what went wrong 
in terms of this double-barreled whammy of this huge, huge earth-
quake and then a huge tsunami and look to our reactors again and 
learn as much as we can so we can, if needed, improve the safety. 
By ‘‘if needed,’’ what I really mean is that we are always increasing 
the safety of our reactors, and not only our reactors but the safety 
of all our industrial systems. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Secretary, 2 days ago a number of us wrote 
the Chairman Upton, Whitfield, and Stearns, requesting that our 
committee here investigate and hold hearings about the safety and 
preparedness of nuclear power plants in the United States. Do you 
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think we should investigate the issues to ensure the safety of our 
nuclear plants? 

Mr. CHU. I think that will naturally occur, especially given the 
events in Japan. We will look back as we learn what happened and 
apply those lessons where needed to all of our nuclear power reac-
tors. That will be a natural consequence. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Well, a natural consequence for everybody to look 
at it but, quite frankly, I think we have a responsibility—— 

Mr. CHU. Right. 
Mr. WAXMAN [continuing]. In Congress, not just you in your posi-

tion but we in the Congress for our oversight and investigative pur-
poses since we write the laws. 

Now, let me ask you about the laws that we are in the middle 
of writing. We are trying to figure out our energy policy. And the 
Republican energy policy seems to be depending on coal, oil, and 
nuclear power. That is what they look to for the future. In fact, it 
has been the past. And we do have a problem of climate change be-
cause of the carbon and other greenhouse gases. We do have a 
problem now that so much of all of our eggs are in the nuclear bas-
ket. 

When we look at the Republican budget, they are putting in bil-
lions of dollars of investment and thousands of construction and 
permanent jobs are all going to nuclear, but they are rescinding a 
lot of your budget to deal with other things that are clean and reli-
able and safe such as renewable energy and energy efficiency. 

Just to dramatize this issue, Republicans would rescind 25 bil-
lion of the 47 billion in loan guarantee authority that was provided 
to you in 2009. But they preserve $20.5 billion in loan guarantees 
for nuclear energy while leaving only 1.5 billion for all other tech-
nologies. They say they are for an all-of-the-above strategy. That is 
an all-nuclear strategy to me. I would like to have you explain why 
it is so important for America to be looking at these other projects 
as we devise our energy strategy to move us away from dependence 
on oil and coal and maybe even nuclear for our future. 

Mr. CHU. Certainly. If you look at what is going to be happening 
in this century, we believe, for example, that the prospect of solar 
power coming down in price, the business community thinks that 
within this decade the falling costs of solar generation of electricity 
will be cut in half. We have had a number of workgroups and we 
think it is very possible that by the end of this decade that costs 
can be cut to 25 percent of what it is today. 

Mr. WAXMAN. They will be competitive if we make investments 
in them. 

Mr. CHU. It will be very competitive and realizing that there is 
a high probability, a reasonable probability that solar energy, other 
renewable energies—wind—could be competitive with fossil fuel by 
the end of this decade—— 

Mr. WAXMAN. But nuclear energy, on the other hand, is not com-
petitive unless the government subsidizes it. The market does not 
pick nuclear power as a winner if the market works its will by 
itself, isn’t that correct? 

Mr. CHU. At the moment I think nuclear and renewables do need 
help, but going forward we are trying to figure out a plan where 
none of those will need subsidy. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman’s time has expired. At this time 
I recognize the gentleman from Illinois for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Thank you. And again, Mr. Secretary, welcome. I 
have got a lot of questions, short, and I am going to try to go, not 
disrespectful, but trying to get through my list. But I will just say 
to the chairman emeritus, that is why coal will still be king be-
cause it does address the market issues, and coal will still have a 
major issue in our portfolio for years to come. 

Just an issue I had by a battery technology guy who said that 
he was laughed out of your battery office. And my concern is is that 
the DOE may be so big and already have a designed belief on bat-
tery technology that if someone comes with something new that 
they are not going to get a good hearing. Can we talk about this 
later on and visit with this—— 

Mr. CHU. Sure. 
Mr. SHIMKUS [continuing]. Because if we are going to do re-

search, we don’t want to have—because we put billions of dollars 
into one sector, if a new entry comes in that may offer more, we 
want to give them a fair hearing. Can you define clean? 

Mr. CHU. Well, you can start with what we all recognize are tra-
ditional pollutants, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, mercury, particu-
late matter—— 

Mr. SHIMKUS. The criteria of pollutants in the Clean Air Act. 
Mr. CHU. Yes, but clean also includes carbon dioxide. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. OK. And that is good because a lot of people will 

not add that. They will say clean but they won’t address the CO2 
issue. And just a message, Waxman-Markey failed as a national 
policy through the legislative process because the public decided to 
not price carbon. So we had that argument yesterday. We have a 
bill moving through the floor of the house that will start addressing 
the EPA, but we need another approach. And I would say energy 
security is a better way to bring both sides together than pricing 
carbon. 

DOE was established in, what, 1977? 
Mr. CHU. Around that time, ’75, ’76. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. I got a yes. Our reliance on imported crude oil at 

that time was what percent? Do you have any idea? 
Mr. CHU. The ’70s? I am going to take a wild stab, something 

around 25 percent for petroleum imports. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. Yes, I thought maybe 35. I am not sure. And what 

is it today? 
Mr. CHU. It was 49 percent in 2010. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. So can we say that we have really made any great 

strides by having the DOE here over 25 years? 
Mr. CHU. No. In fact, it was 57 percent in 2008. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. Thank you. That is a point. FutureGen 2.0, is that 

really BushGen 1.0? 
Mr. CHU. No. This is—— 
Mr. SHIMKUS. Let me explain. I followed FutureGen a lot. 
Mr. CHU. Yes. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. FutureGen was a new coal fire plant that actually 

would go to hydrogen technology and a research center. Bush tubed 
it, said let us gasify coal in existing plants and use CCS. Isn’t that 
what FutureGen 2.0 is? 
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Mr. CHU. No. The first FutureGen was a gasification and capture 
and storage. This is—— 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Using hydrogen turbines, though, new technology. 
Mr. CHU. Yes. In gas turbines in most—— 
Mr. SHIMKUS. OK. So my point is just for clarify when we are 

retrofitting Meredosia with current technology, which is gasifi-
cation, capturing it, that really was the Bush plan. That is really 
what Bodman was moving to do. Was that correct? 

Mr. CHU. Certainly the taking of a commercial-scale power play 
and capturing the carbon dioxide and sequestering it was the Bush 
plan. This FutureGen is different because it is burning in an oxy-
gen atmosphere, this is new technology. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Thank you. I got the answer that I needed. We 
want to decrease reliance on imported crude oil. Senator Obama 
joined Senator Bunning to push coal-to-liquid legislation through 
the Senate. What is the DOE’s position on coal-to-liquid tech-
nologies? 

Mr. CHU. We think it is something we should look at. There are 
new coal-to-liquid technologies. I am not talking about the older 
ones invented by Germany during World War II but new ones that 
are more efficient. We have to capture the excess carbon dioxide in 
those technologies. And, indeed, the National Academy of Sciences, 
through the America’s Energy Future initiative, has issued a report 
looking at the mixture of coal plus biomass gasification methods to 
then create liquids with carbon capture. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. And it is my understanding that carbon footprint 
is actually lower than crude oil refineries in that design? 

Mr. CHU. Significantly lower, and once you exceed 30 percent bio-
mass, it actually becomes negative. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. We want to be helpful in that. Last question is one 
of the risks in Japan is that one of the decommissioned or offline 
nuclear power plants had a storage pool that went dry, is that cor-
rect? 

Mr. CHU. We don’t know—— 
Mr. SHIMKUS. At least that is what the industry reports are. 
Mr. CHU. There are many conflicting reports. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. Let me just make this point and I will be done. 

There are 11 pools within 40 miles of downtown Chicago. Wouldn’t 
it make sense to have one center location for storage of high-level 
nuclear waste? Like you identified in your report when you were 
the lab director when you said licensing of Yucca Mountain reposi-
tory as a long-range resource was one of the findings. 

Mr. CHU. We are talking about 2 different things. In a nuclear 
reactor site immediately after you take out the rods, you need to 
put them in water pools. That is a very short-term storage. Yucca 
Mountain is a long-term—— 

Mr. SHIMKUS. The folks who are holding the nuclear waste in 
pools think it is pretty long-term right now. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman’s time has expired. I recognize 
the gentleman from Texas for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. Secretary, in the line of questioning we had a 
lot of questions of Members talking about solar and wind. Does ei-
ther solar or wind have the potential in the next 10 years of ever 
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becoming a stabilized base load like coal or nuclear or even natural 
gas? 

Mr. CHU. It depends on the development of energy storage tech-
nologies along with that. You know that they are variable, and 
when the sun sets or the wind stops blowing, they are no longer 
generating electricity. So it would have to depend on that. But be-
fore that happens I think that it can certainly go to a reasonable 
fraction of our electricity use. Countries like Ireland are now at 20 
percent wind coupled with fossil fuel. 

Mr. GREEN. Is there any country in the world—I know Den-
mark’s is lead—what is the percentage of wind, for example, in 
Denmark? 

Mr. CHU. It is a little over 25 percent but there it is coupled into 
a massive grid, and so Ireland is actually a better example because 
they have to be self-sufficient in themselves. 

Mr. GREEN. According to our grids, we have it much more dif-
ficult in our own country is because Texas our own and, of course, 
the East and West Coast. Let me ask another question, though. 
The administration has proposed repealing numerous subsidies for 
tax preferences on fossil fuels, one you mentioned that has been 
part of the U.S. Code since 1926, another created to help U.S. man-
ufacturers maintain and create U.S. jobs. I am concerned about 
this because increasing cost for domestic energy industry would 
jeopardize both some small business jobs but also increase our reli-
ance on foreign sources of energy. 

Would you agree that increasing cost for domestic production 
may also impact our ability to address climate change because we 
failed to provide natural gas, which is cleaner burning, as a bridge, 
whatever we have, whether it is nuclear or solar or whatever, to 
meet our short-term carbon reduction goals that we hope to have 
while providing affordable and reliable supplies for energy for 
American consumers? 

Mr. CHU. Well, I would say based on what has been happening 
in shale gas and the lower gas prices and the anticipation that for 
the next decade and possibly 2 decades natural gas prices will be 
low. There will be a natural move towards gas. But I would also 
say, then, I think the utility companies, the power generators are 
very aware of this, that you still want a diverse set of energy 
sources. 

Mr. GREEN. Well, and I know what could hurt us on our natural 
gas success in our country—we pay actually less, you know, per 
MCF than anywhere else in the world almost for natural gas be-
cause of our success—but either tax increases or limitation on 
hydrofracking could eliminate that 100 years of natural gas that 
we have. So I would caution you. To jumpstart the domestic nu-
clear energy industry, your budget requests 36 billion in loan guar-
antees and authority for fiscal year 2012. How many projects do 
you think we would be able to support with that even with the 
tragedy that has happened in the last few days? Do you still think 
we ought to go forward after taking a breath, for example, and say-
ing OK, what do we need to do different? Do you still think we 
need to go forward in expansion of nuclear power in our country? 

Mr. CHU. Well, first, I agree with you. I think based on the 
events in Japan we need to look harder at these projects and guar-
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antee that they can go forward in a safe way. This is a question 
of the $36 billion we believe should be able to fund something like 
6 to 8 projects. The loan guarantees could get six to eight projects 
going. Then we believe if they can proceed and be built on time, 
on schedule, there would then be enough confidence that the pri-
vate sector should be able to pick that up. 

Mr. GREEN. Thank you. In the President’s State of the Union ad-
dress he had a goal of clean energy sources account for 80 percent 
of American’s electricity by 2035. If we shut down our expansion 
of nuclear power like we did after, you know, Three Mile Island 
and Chernobyl, is there any possibility we can even get anywhere 
near 80 percent from clean burning fuels? 

Mr. CHU. It would certainly make it harder. Right now we are 
40 percent clean by this rough definition where you account, you 
know, for combined cycle natural gas giving half-credit. But I think 
we will need, certainly, a large increase in wind and solar. We will 
need clean coal. And I believe we will need to have some fraction 
coming from nuclear. 

Mr. GREEN. OK. And I know the Energy Information Institute, 
Mr. Chairman, and I was surprised at the billions of kilowatt hours 
that our country generates even compared to what Japan does. Of 
course, Japan is blessed with a great deal of hydropower that, for 
example, in my area in Houston, we are flat. We don’t have the op-
tion for hydropower like the West Coast or other areas of the 
world. So we have to look at natural gas and nuclear and coal. Mr. 
Chairman, thank you for your patience. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Yes. At this time recognize the gentleman from 
Texas, Mr. Barton, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BARTON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Again, thank you, Mr. 
Secretary, for being here. 

In light of what has happened in Japan, I would like to hear 
what you believe President Obama’s position is now on nuclear 
power generally in the United States. Does he still support a re-
birth of nuclear power and construction of new plants? Could you 
just give us your best estimate of what his position is? 

Mr. CHU. Well, I think the President and the Administration be-
lieve that we have to be looking very, very closely at the events in 
Japan. As I said before, we have to apply whatever lessons that 
can be and will be learned from what has happened and is hap-
pening in Japan. Those lessons would then be applied to first look 
at our current existing fleet of reactors to make sure that they can 
be used safely and also to look at how, as one proceeds forward, 
that any lessons learned could be applied. It would be premature 
to say anything other than we will use this opportunity to learn as 
best we can and consider carefully how to go forward. 

Mr. BARTON. I am not sure what you just said. 
Mr. CHU. OK. 
Mr. BARTON. Does the President support new nuclear power 

plant construction in the United States? 
Mr. CHU. The present budget is what it is, and we are asking 

for loan guarantees. The present budget is also calling for small 
modular reactors. That position has not been changed. 

Mr. BARTON. So that is a yes? 
Mr. CHU. That is a yes. 
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Mr. BARTON. Good. That is what I wanted you to say. See, if you 
had just said yes. Now, with regards to the loan guarantees that 
you just mentioned, given again what has happened, do you and 
the President want the Congress to support the full 36 billion that 
you have put in the President’s budget? 

Mr. CHU. Yes. 
Mr. BARTON. OK. You are learning. You are not a Nobel Prize 

winner for nothing, I guess. OK. This one is going to be a little bit 
trickier. You are a former director of a national laboratory and did 
an excellent job. I am a strong supporter of the national labora-
tories. At one time I had hoped to have one in Texas, the Super 
Collider laboratory that wasn’t funded under President Clinton. 
However, having said that, given the situation of our budget, do 
you think it might be time to reevaluate the number of national 
laboratories and perhaps begin to come up with a plan to reorga-
nize and consolidate them? 

Mr. CHU. You are right. That is a toughie. I would say before we 
do that, there are a lot of things we can do to look at how we can 
get real efficiencies in what we do. Even though the President and 
I firmly believe that the Department of Energy will play a critical 
role in guaranteeing the future prosperity of the United States in 
its research and development, we do also recognize that we have 
to look to gain efficiencies wherever we can and to streamline what 
we do, knowing that ultimately the money that we give to univer-
sities, to national laboratories and help research in businesses, that 
is our real job. And the other structures are there to ensure that 
we do this in the most intelligent way possible, in the most respon-
sible way possible. So we are going to be working very hard to look 
at how we can increase those efficiencies. 

Mr. BARTON. Well, I support the national laboratories, but I do 
think we ought to begin to reevaluate them in the light of the 
budget and also the fact that perhaps some of their missions are 
not quite what they were when they were originally established. 

My last question, Mr. Secretary, is, again, something that is of 
a sensitive nature. We have had repeated security violations at the 
Sandia National Laboratory in Los Alamos. There have been a 
number of investigations, a number of special taskforces trying to 
get control of the security situation in terms of our national secrets 
in those institutions. Can you elaborate and tell the committee 
what the status is of trying to make sure that those 2 laboratories 
are secure in terms of the secrets that we have out there? 

Mr. CHU. I think the Department of Energy takes security very 
seriously, not only in Los Alamos, Sandia, but also Livermore, the 
NNSA laboratories. There are other laboratories that carry out 
classified information, and we take those responsibilities very, very 
seriously. And I can give you the details. I have a slightly different 
view than you on the number of security violations, but every one 
of them we take seriously, and we would be glad to brief you and 
your staff on that. 

Mr. BARTON. I appreciate that. And thank you, Mr. Chairman, 
for the courtesy of giving me the time to ask some questions. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentlelady from 
California, Mrs. Capps, for 5 minutes. 
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Mrs. CAPPS. Thank you, Mr. Secretary, for your timely testimony. 
I recently toured the University of California Santa Barbara’s In-
stitute for Energy Efficiency, which was named a frontier research 
center by your Department, and I was pleased that you mentioned 
your support for this program in your testimony. 

As you know, this center is researching energy savings in 
photovoltaics and solid state lighting. I am so impressed by the 
work of the professors and the students, especially their commit-
ments to the commercialization of new technologies like LEDs. 

So would you talk for a minute or two about how your budget 
request will support the administration’s effort to get projects from 
the laboratory and the marketplace with a direct impact on the 
economy? 

Mr. CHU. Certainly. I think the budget request in the Office of 
Science that is funding the group that you are speaking about is 
precisely the kind of research we will need to ensure that America 
stays at the forefront in these developing technologies. It is a very 
competitive world out there. Currently, the United States does 
make the best LEDs but we can easily lose that lead. Korea, China, 
Japan, Europe all want to take this away. 

In the meantime we are actually trying to recapture the lead in 
things we have lost. For example, advanced battery technology and 
what we see coming out of universities and national labs are the 
next generation of new batteries where I think we can recapture 
that lead. These are multi-billion-dollar markets in the future, and 
this goes to the heart of what the budget request is about, that in 
this very competitive world where all of the countries and compa-
nies are trying to say we want to own this share, this is what is 
going to be at risk. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Thank you. I also want to ask you about the State 
Energy Program. Decreased support for these programs will limit 
efficiency aid to small businesses and families, as well as to our 
local governments. As you mentioned earlier, efficiencies will 
produce major energy and cost savings. That has been clearly dem-
onstrated over time. I have been told that the State Energy Pro-
gram has produced cost savings of $300 million annually. It also 
leverages $10 in private money for every $1 of government money 
spent. So would you describe now about how the cuts in the State 
Energy Program, particularly those proposed in H.R. 1 by the Re-
publican majority will affect local clean energy initiatives? Would 
you anticipate job losses from these cuts and how would these cuts 
affect small businesses trying to reduce their energy bills, not to 
mention homeowners and other—— 

Mr. CHU. Right. Well, they certainly will have the impacts you 
talked about, and this is one of those areas where we have to make 
some tough choices. You know, we had a very good State Energy 
Program in the Recovery Act and the EECBG program, and we will 
have to work with Congress going forward and how to apportion 
what monies Congress gives us between research and development 
and things like the State Energy Program. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Finally, I want to ask you about the innovative ap-
proaches to generating electricity from marine renewables. And I 
have a particular company in mind. Right now the Department has 
planned funding for 9 companies with active projects, including a 
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company based in my congressional district called Ecomerit. First, 
can you please talk to us about the promise of marine renewables, 
maybe the steps the Department is taking to avoid or mitigate en-
vironmental impacts in coastal areas? And second, are you con-
cerned that cuts to clean energy programs like this one might slow 
down the development and deployment of marine renewables? 

Mr. CHU. Well, again, the cuts would definitely affect the re-
search we can fund. And by marine renewables I think you are re-
ferring to kinetic energy-type extraction techniques. There are at 
least a dozen companies that I know of that are looking into this 
both here in the United States and abroad. It is something that is 
a research project, so we don’t really know if it is going to see wide 
deployment, but it is certainly one of those areas that there is tre-
mendous energy in ocean waves and in ocean currents. And so that 
is why companies, universities, and national labs are looking at 
this. 

Mrs. CAPPS. And the other steps that your Department is taking 
to mitigate environmental impacts—— 

Mr. CHU. Yes. 
Mrs. CAPPS [continuing]. In coastal areas? 
Mr. CHU. It is all part of the package because we all know that 

whatever form of energy production we use, they could easily have 
environmental impacts. And you do this, you know, at the very be-
ginning because in the end what you want to do is develop a tech-
nology that can actually be deployed and there would not be strong 
objections to that deployment. So it is always a part of the package, 
environmental impacts. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Thank you. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time Dr. Cassidy of Louisiana is recog-

nized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. CASSIDY. Now, I am struck that you mentioned the subsidies, 

the heightened or continued subsidies for wind and solar and other 
renewables. I am looking at something from—I think this is from 
EIA, Energy Information Administration, and it says as of 2007, 
which I gather is the latest it is available, the subsidy and support 
per unit of production of solar is $24.34 per megawatt hour, for 
wind it is $23, for coal it is 44 cents, and for natural gas and petro-
leum liquids, it is 25 cents. So given that there is almost, what, 100 
times increase subsidy for solar and wind versus natural gas and 
petroleum, maybe 80 times for coal, how much subsidy is required 
for us to take wind and solar up to 25 percent of our grid and can 
we afford that subsidy? 

Mr. CHU. Well, there are two ways of calculating subsidies. One 
is by absolute dollar amount and another is by fraction of energy 
produced. I think you referred to fraction of energy produced—— 

Mr. CASSIDY. And does it seem a more reasonable way because 
obviously if coal is 50 percent of our energy production to take the 
absolute number is a little misleading versus that as a percentage 
of the energy it actually produces. 

Mr. CHU. Well, it really depends because if you look at the sub-
sidy of oil and gas beginning in the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury—— 

Mr. CASSIDY. If we can just stay on—just because I have limited 
time. I don’t mean to interrupt. I don’t mean to be rude. But just 
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to take right now electricity because there is a kind of, if you will, 
lingua franca, which is the megawatt hour and the subsidies per, 
so it is $25 roughly for solar and wind, 25 cents for natural gas per 
megawatt hour. How long can we subsidize solar and wind and can 
we afford it if we are going to increase it to 25 percent of our elec-
trical use? 

Mr. CHU. Well, I certainly think that wind and solar should not 
have any longer subsidies than oil and gas, which is about 80 or 
90 years. 

Mr. CASSIDY. My concern is—because obviously others have at-
tempted to do this, so there is a renewable energy magazine, ‘‘Re-
newable Power News,’’ which is kind of an advocacy group for re-
newable power. Spain has clearly attempted this high-subsidy mar-
ket. I am quoting from an article they wrote. ‘‘Spain will cut renew-
able energy subsidies. These have grown exponentially, their use of 
renewable energy, but it has been associated with an astronomical 
rise in energy prices, which has equally resulted in heightening in-
flation and decreasing levels of competitiveness, which is an alarm-
ing threat to a feeble economy.’’ So not to put words in your mouth, 
but are you committing to 80 years of us to follow the path of 
Spain? 

Mr. CHU. Absolutely not. As I said, we are developing plans of 
what we can do in order to bring the costs of renewables like solar 
and wind down to the cost of fossil fuel, and we are talking about 
a decade, maybe 2 decades maximum. So this is an accelerated 
plan because the world is racing ahead. The development and the 
drop in price of these renewables will be very fast. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Now, my concern, though, is is that we are racing 
ahead, but there are certain laws of physics. Who am I to tell you 
about laws of physics? But the battery capability to store huge 
numbers, millions of electrons, if you will, doesn’t really seem that 
it is ready for commercial use in the next decade. 

Now, that said, I am from Louisiana. Our hydropower ability is 
limited. Clearly, the reason that wind works in Denmark is that 
they have lots of hydropower, so if the base load goes down from 
wind, they can ramp up with hydropower. In my State, the Peking 
Plant will be coal or natural gas. You still get carbon emissions, 
but you get the higher cost of the renewables. This works in hydro-
power. What do we do elsewhere? 

Mr. CHU. Well, first, Denmark has access to other grids. Den-
mark itself, I don’t believe, has hydropower. But never mind. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Sweden’s hydropower is what I was referring to. 
Mr. CHU. Right. Yes, the point is that they have access to other 

sources of energy outside their own borders. In terms of batteries, 
we are pretty certain that within the next couple of years the bat-
tery storage technology that begins to go to utility scale will be 
dropping perhaps by 50 percent—— 

Mr. CASSIDY. But will it be adequate to say power in Wash-
ington, D.C., if we have windmills turning and the wind stops to 
blow or the night comes or the cloudiest day, will it have sufficient 
capacity to power Washington, D.C.? 

Mr. CHU. I think it is going to take several decades to transition 
to renewables at that extent, but to get to 10, 20, 30 percent renew-
ables, you can get to 20 percent renewables, possibly even 30 with-
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out energy storage, but energy storage will be an increasingly im-
portant part as you go higher than that. 

Mr. CASSIDY. I think we are a little circular because obviously 
the Peaking Plants will still be necessary, in which case you still 
have your emissions. I yield back. Thank you. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman from 
Washington, Mr. Inslee, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. INSLEE. Thank you. Mr. Secretary, I was excited by your 
comments about prospective gains in solar. I just said the other 
day that Kleiner Perkins, the folks who started Google, just made 
a big investment in a group that could, I think, obtain I think they 
said 30 percent efficiency from solar cells. Could you tell us sort of 
in layman terms to the extent you can why you think we can get 
these big advances in solar and what do you think realistic projec-
tions for those advancements are in the decade? 

Mr. CHU. The realistic projections within a decade are some-
where between a 50 percent drop and a 70 percent drop in the cost. 
It is full cost. Not only is it the module but it also includes the in-
stallation cost, the electronics cost, the full cost. We actually don’t 
know which of the photovoltaic technologies will work because sil-
icon continues to make dramatic strides, and we are especially 
looking at dramatically changing the costs of the manufacturing of 
silicon cells. There are wonderful ideas out there that are being 
pursued by companies and by researches. There are also a number 
of thin-film technologies. 

But if you look at these, and all the companies are looking at 
each other, we also need to increase the efficiency. Silicon is now 
in the low 20 percent efficiency. We expect it to make climbs in effi-
ciency. The thin-film technologies are also beginning to make sig-
nificant increases. And so there is a great deal of excitement. When 
I talked to the photovoltaic manufacturers, they are pretty certain 
this drop will occur in this decade. But we think it can even better. 
And that is what we are focused on. 

Mr. INSLEE. Well, shoot for that. The Republican budget has pro-
posed a 35-percent cut from last year in efficiency and renewable 
energy portfolio, and about half of that degree of cut for nuclear. 
That just doesn’t make any sense to me. It would seem to me you 
would want to have a balanced portfolio. We have great strides 
available in efficiency and renewable. Would you want to comment 
on that? 

Mr. CHU. Yes, I think we would like to see research in both, just 
as we would like to support the engineering for small modular re-
actors. The engineering for looking at how we can improve both the 
safety and the productivity of future nuclear power plants, we 
think a balanced approach we should be looking at renewables as 
well. 

Mr. INSLEE. Thank you. I want to ask about Yucca Mountain. We 
have some real issues, my state. We have paid about $300 million 
are rate-payers into the nuclear waste fund. There has been about 
$100 billion spent already on Yucca. We are told that the Office of 
Civilian Radioactive Waste is proposed to be shut down that was 
responsible for moving forward. In the State of Washington we 
have had 53 million gallons of radioactive and chemical waste 
stored in 77 underground tanks. We need a solution. Right now we 
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don’t see a viable proposal by the administration in this regard and 
would like to see one in the near future. Could you give us what 
options you intend to put on the table because we would like to see 
Yucca move forward. 

Mr. CHU. Well, first, as you well know, the waste treatment 
plant at Hanford got a lot of attention, a lot of personal attention 
from me and a lot of personal attention from my deputy secretary, 
Dan Poneman. And we have, in fact, put on the table first both the 
contractor and all the people in the DOE involved. We now have 
8 teams there. We have proposed to accelerate the budget so that 
we can drive this project forward so that we will be delivered on 
time, on budget. And that is the first thing that we get the mate-
rial from those liquid waste tanks and into a much more stable 
form. 

Mr. INSLEE. And we appreciate your work there. There is good 
work going on there and we appreciate your leadership. But we are 
concerned about—— 

Mr. CHU. Right. 
Mr. INSLEE [continuing]. The depository. If you could address 

that. 
Mr. CHU. Certainly. And so the first order of business is to sta-

bilize that waste. The second order of business is that going for-
ward we do need a plan. I believe that is the intent of the Blue 
Ribbon Commission, to look at what to do in the future beyond 
what we now have, beyond what the knowledge was when Con-
gress wrote the Nuclear Waste Act of 1982 and modified in 1985. 
A lot of water has passed under the bridge. And so that is the 
charge of that committee. I believe they are going to be coming out 
with results this June. 

Mr. INSLEE. I suspect you know our position, but not only water 
over the bridge, but there is some radioactive water may be burn-
ing right now and we do have pools around this country in scores 
of places that do present risk, not just financial risks. So we are 
going to continue to press the administration on this issue. Thank 
you, Mr. Secretary. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. At this time I recognize the gen-
tleman from West Virginia for 5 minutes, Mr. McKinley. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. There were several 
questions I have. One was there has been a dialogue from people 
who have come before you in this hearing have called about coal 
subsidies. I don’t expect you to give them to me now, but could you 
share with us those companies that are being subsidized and how 
that is? Because people seem to be loosely applying their coal sub-
sidies. And I have had opportunities to talk to quite a few coal com-
panies and they are not getting any subsidies. So I would be curi-
ous if you could share with us any coal subsidies. 

There is another issue is this SOAP program, this Small Opera-
tors Assistance Program. There seems to be some funding difficul-
ties with that and I would appreciate if you would look into that. 
Your Department is not freeing up monies to the State to reim-
burse some of the small operators that are producing coal. So if you 
could get back to me on that I would appreciate it. 

Also as it relates to funding ratios of cost/benefit ratios for you 
that it was alleged earlier that since you have been funded some-
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where in the early ’70s, you have probably received in the neigh-
borhood of maybe $800 billion of revenue to operate, and I am just 
curious on a cost/benefit ratio if you could share with us sometime 
if you could put that from your staff that what are the benefits that 
we have received out of that $800 billion? If you could just provide 
something. I don’t want to get into that right now. I am sure it 
could go on for some time because I am hoping that it is a more 
than 1-to-1 ratio that we have received. So I would like to get some 
idea of where that would be. 

But more importantly where I want to spend as much time was 
talking about with the National Energy Technology Lab that we 
have in Pennsylvania, Texas, Alaska, Oregon, West Virginia. When 
I met with them, they indicated that they are the only laboratory 
for the DOE that is owned and operated by the DOE according to 
their literature as well. And they are indicating that the budget 
being proposed is going to reduce their expenditure by almost $800 
million by their own data that they have. That is very threatening 
because I see a paradox with this. I heard the administration talk-
ing about we want to do more research and development in energy 
but yet the very laboratory that you all fund is being reduced by 
$800 million. There must be a misunderstanding there someplace, 
either in the administration making that representation or in the 
data that they have provided in a chart. 

So if you could provide us something back on that because they 
are doing some wonderful things there at the NETL and they are 
trying to build research cooperatives with the universities in the 
area. And for us to cut their expenditures at this time is just un-
conscionable. 

For example, one is with the Marcellus Shale that we have in 
Pennsylvania, New York, West Virginia, and they are trying to find 
ways through NETL of getting more than 15 percent of the gas out. 
Right now that is all they are getting out of Marcellus for all of 
that expenditure and they want to spend the money but yet the 
proposed budget is cutting the amount of money that we have for 
research. Can you share what is that underlying current? Why are 
we cutting money in energy research at your own facilities? 

Mr. CHU. I will get back to you on that. I certainly know the 
NETL labs, and we have an excellent laboratory director that I am 
very positive about. And I know what they are doing in terms of 
increased interactions with the universities. I am very positive 
about it. I will get back to you on the details of that because there 
may be a misunderstanding. Certainly, the research that NETL 
does and does in universities we are very positive on that. And I 
will get back to you. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. You can get back to me and I appreciate it. 
Thank you very much. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. At this time I recognize the 
gentlelady Matsui from California. 

Ms. MATSUI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you, Mr. Sec-
retary for being with us here today. I applaud your leadership on 
supporting continued investments and clean energy technology. 
These investments are critical for the economic growth in my home 
district in Sacramento. 
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The developing nuclear situation in Japan has captured the at-
tention of the world and certainly this committee. And my thoughts 
and prayers are certainly with the people of Japan. 

Mr. Secretary, when Chairman Whitfield asked you about the 
crisis in Japan, he mentioned the international rating system for 
nuclear accidents, and you explained that the situation in Japan is 
already likely worse than that on Three Mile Island. My under-
standing is that the big difference between Three Mile Island and 
Chernobyl is that in Three Mile Island, the reactors containment 
system was able to contain the radioactive material. So most of 
that radioactive material didn’t spread into the environment. At 
Chernobyl there was no containment. So the release of radioactive 
material devastated the Soviet Union and other countries. 

Mr. Secretary, what happens if there is a meltdown and one or 
more of the Japanese reactors and the containment system fails? 

Mr. CHU. Well, we think there is a partial meltdown but—as you 
correctly noted—that doesn’t necessarily mean the containment 
vessel will fail. Three Mile Island had a partial meltdown, and it 
did not fail. 

But we are trying to monitor very closely. We hear conflicting re-
ports about exactly what is happening in the several reactors that 
are now at risk. And I would not want to speculate on exactly what 
will happen. So let us just say that we monitor it very closely and 
we will take it as it comes. 

Ms. MATSUI. I imagine we do not want to go there at all. We 
don’t want this to become Chernobyl. But I would think that in the 
light of these events, the committee should investigate the safety 
and preparedness of our own reactors. And I think you said that 
also. But I think this committee should really take that seriously 
because we have an obligation to make sure that our own reactors 
are safe. 

Mr. Chairman, my home district of Sacramento, we have a de-
commissioned nuclear power plant which now manages the used 
nuclear fuel. And there are about 10 sites around the country, in-
cluding Sacramento, where used nuclear fuel is being stored but 
where the nuclear power plant has been dismantled. I am inter-
ested in knowing what is being done at DOE to prioritize these 
sites, to move the used fuel so that they can be placed back into 
productive use. How does your requested budget address these 
issues? 

Mr. CHU. Well, I would have to get back to you on the details 
of the sites you are speaking about, but there are various stages. 
After you take the fuel rods out of the reactor, immediately you put 
them in a pool of water for a period of time where they are actually 
still dissipating a considerable amount of heat. But then after that, 
the next stage is that you can put them in dry cask storage—— 

Ms. MATSUI. Yes. 
Mr. CHU [continuing]. Which is much safer and Chairman Jaczko 

will be following me, but the NRC has recently ruled that storage 
on site of dry cask storage would be a safe interim—by interim, 
something on the scale of 50 or 60 years—and that gives us time 
to develop a coherent, integrated strategy on what to do with spent 
fuel. 
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Ms. MATSUI. So we have, well, maybe not 50 or 60 years for our 
Rancho Seco, but maybe 40. 

Mr. CHU. Well, we hope to develop a plan far sooner than that. 
Ms. MATSUI. OK, great. Mr. Secretary, we are fortunate in the 

Sacramento region that we have access to clean hydropower re-
sources as part of our growing renewable energy portfolio. I believe 
if we are to achieve the President’s goal of establishing a clean en-
ergy future, hydropower needs to be part of the discussion. 

I would like to know what DOE is doing to advance the adoption 
of new hydropower systems to generate more clean electricity in 
the country. 

Mr. CHU. There are several things we can do. We don’t anticipate 
building new, large dams, but we can replace the old turbines in 
existing dams with more efficient turbines that are actually friend-
lier to fish—— 

Ms. MATSUI. Yes. 
Mr. CHU [continuing]. And more efficient. We should look at 

what are called run-of-the-river hydro dams. So again, it has far 
less environmental impacts than a conventional dam. And we 
should also look at sites where we store water for flood control—— 

Ms. MATSUI. Yes. 
Mr. CHU [continuing]. And we release the water to put turbines 

in those sites, again, would have virtually no environmental impact 
but you can capture the electricity. So those are things we are look-
ing at. 

Ms. MATSUI. OK. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. I see my time has 
run out. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. At this time I recognize the gen-
tleman from Colorado for 5 minutes, Mr. Gardner. 

Mr. GARDNER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And Mr. Secretary, 
thank you for your attendance today. 

A couple of questions for you following up somewhat on other 
Members’ questions but also some questions concerning Yucca 
Mountain and also what is happening in Japan. Right now, what 
is your level of communication with the administration in Japan 
regarding the events? 

Mr. CHU. Well, I spoke to the METI minister. It was yesterday 
morning. And offered him some of our services, our equipment, 
things like that, to which he accepted and expressed gratitude for 
that. I don’t know whether it is hourly, but our people are certainly 
in constant contact with people in Japan. There are communica-
tions with Ambassador Roos, several daily, and so we are mostly 
going through channels. The State Department is also commu-
nicating, NRC, and then other informal channels. But we are con-
tinuing to offer assistance to Japan in any way we can, as well as 
informing ourselves of what the situation is. 

Mr. GARDNER. And at this point you are satisfied with their re-
sponse to the situation? 

Mr. CHU. Well, I can’t really say. I think we hear conflicting re-
ports, but I will go back to say that Japan is a very advanced coun-
try. They take these things very seriously and so I don’t want to 
say anything more than we will stand by and help them as best 
we can. 
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Mr. GARDNER. Thank you. And Mr. Secretary, I have seen var-
ious what appear to be conflicting statements regarding the use of 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve in news reports. Do you or do you 
not support at this point the access of the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve? 

Mr. CHU. Well, if by access you mean that regarding the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve as one of several options that we can hold 
in our arsenal, it is designed for severe disruptions in supply. The 
President has made very clear that that is an option that he can 
consider. And there are other things that are happening right now. 
I think the other oil-producing countries in the world are stepping 
up their production. 

Mr. GARDNER. What about production here? Have you talked to 
Secretary Salazar or perhaps the Department of Agriculture about 
stepping up production within our own resources? 

Mr. CHU. That is right. As I understand it, two deepwater leases 
have been recently issued by the Department of the Interior. There 
have been a number of shallow-water leases that have been issued. 
There is an increase in production in the continental United States, 
as I mentioned before, because the shale gas actually has shale oil 
in it as well. We see an increase in recovery of that, and that is 
going to be a significant asset going forward. 

Mr. GARDNER. Are you encouraging domestic production to help 
lower the price of gasoline in the country? 

Mr. CHU. I think domestic production should be part of a coher-
ent plan going forward in what we need to do with our transpor-
tation fuel. 

Mr. GARDNER. But what is the President’s plan right now to 
lower gas prices by the summer? 

Mr. CHU. Well, first, domestic production itself doesn’t turn on 
instantly, even if you have a known reserve. Producing more pro-
duction from that known reserve will actually take months to 
years. Developing new reserves would take longer. 

Mr. GARNER. But the fact that that is coming online should be 
reflected in price? 

Mr. CHU. That is true. So the immediate thing is that if you 
know that there are reserves coming online, just as oil-producing 
exporting countries around the world, you know that they are in-
creasing their production. So that should have a calming influence 
on price. But in the long run I think we should also say that if we 
look at the demand —by the long run I mean 10-plus years—— 

Mr. GARDNER. So the administration’s plan to lower gas prices by 
this summer is 10 to 12 years? 

Mr. CHU. No, we are working toward doing what we can in the 
short term, but I am also saying that this problem can emerge eas-
ily again because of the laws of supply and demand. 

Mr. GARDNER. So what is the administration’s plan, though, by 
the summer to lower the price of gas? 

Mr. CHU. Well, we are going to be seeing if production can be in-
creased. We are in conversations with other countries around the 
world on how we can increase production. And again, the petro-
leum reserve option is on the table. 
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Mr. GARDNER. But you are talking to the Secretary of Interior 
and Agriculture, Department of Agriculture, to increase production 
here? 

Mr. CHU. Well, I talked to the Secretary of Agriculture and Inte-
rior several times a week. But I think the licensing and things of 
that nature are in the purview of Secretary Salazar, and it is in 
good hands. 

Mr. GARDNER. Again, I have additional questions on Yucca 
Mountain that I would like to submit if you wouldn’t mind giving 
them back for the record. Thank you. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time the chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DINGELL. Curtis, I thank you for holding the hearing and for 
your courtesy in recognizing me. Mr. Secretary, welcome to the 
committee. 

The President, in his State of the Union, said if the United 
States is to compete, we intend to out-innovate, out-educate, and 
out-build the rest of the world. A big part of that from my perspec-
tive is the Section 136 Program or the Advanced Technology Vehi-
cles Manufacturing Loan Program. I have heard from numerous 
entities that have applied for funding under Section 136 and I find 
that in the development of that, none of them have been able to 
tell me that it has been an entirely positive experience, although 
I believe you and the Department have tried to be as helpful as you 
can. It is, of course, a complicated and a new law, which is some-
what made difficult by the fact that you had to function under 
very, very limited time frames. 

In fact, I hear a complaint that the goalposts are constantly mov-
ing. This is perhaps the most serious and it is perhaps the one that 
I hear most. Companies feel that everybody enters into the negotia-
tions with the best of intentions but they have no assurance that 
they will ever get to the end of the road. For the record, please, 
would you provide a detailed summary of how Section 136 process 
works? 

Mr. Secretary, I note that your budget request for this year is 40 
percent less than was requested in 2011 and that the 2011 request 
is 50 percent less than the 2010 enacted levels. I understand our 
budget situation is serious but this seems to be inconsistent with 
the President’s out-innovate, out-educate, and out-build message. 
Has the need for funding to reequip, expand, and build more facili-
ties to create the vehicles of the future gone down since 2010? Yes 
or no? 

Mr. CHU. No, we certainly need to expand and build facilities. 
Were you comparing the recovery budget or our base budget? 

Mr. DINGELL. Well, my concern here is the Section 136 process 
and how it is working. And what I am trying to find out is has the 
need for that section to be used for funding to reequip, expand, and 
build more facilities to create the vehicles of the future gone down 
since 2010 so as to justify the reduction in the level of funding re-
quested by the administration? Yes or no? 

Mr. CHU. I think it has gone down if you are including Recovery 
Act funding. 

Mr. DINGELL. Say again? 
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Mr. CHU. I said if you are referring to the ATVM loans and in-
cluding the Recovery Act funding for 2010, if you include that, our 
funding request has gone down. 

Mr. DINGELL. Well, I think it would be helpful to both of us if 
you were to submit the answers to the record, but where I am con-
cerned is that we up there find that there is still a substantial need 
and yet we are finding that the requests for funding are going 
down. And what I am soliciting, Mr. Secretary, is your comments 
on this matter. 

Last question, Mr. Secretary. Could you for the record submit a 
comprehensive list of applicants for assistance under Section 136 
and give us each—with regard to each—an indication of where they 
are in the process? 

Mr. CHU. Really we would be violating some confidentiality in 
the applicants of who has applied, and so that would be difficult. 

Mr. DINGELL. Well, Mr. Secretary, I am not trying to lay any 
traps for you. And I recognize this is difficult, which is why I ask 
that you submit this for the record. And my staff will be happy to 
work with your staff to see to it that we are able to work together 
to get the proper answers. 

Mr. CHU. We can supply information in the aggregate, anonym-
ity, things of that nature, and we can do that. 

Mr. DINGELL. And I hope you understand, Mr. Secretary, these 
are friendly questions, not hostile. Mr. Chairman, I thank you for 
your courtesy. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. At this time I recognize for 5 min-
utes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. Pitts. 

Mr. PITTS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Secretary Chu, 
for your testimony today. In light of your opening statement, I be-
lieve if I can paraphrase it, you said nuclear power should continue 
to be a key part of our national energy policy, is that correct? 

Mr. CHU. That is correct. We would like it to be part of our en-
ergy in this century, yes. 

Mr. PITTS. In light of this, the administration has eliminated the 
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management, an office within 
DOE expressly created by statute. The administration has also 
shut down the Yucca Mountain repository program. There are cur-
rently concerns about the status of spent nuclear fuel rods that 
have been in wet storage at the Japanese nuclear plants affected 
by the recent earthquake. 

In light of the events in Japan, does the decision to eliminate the 
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste and the shutdown of Yucca 
Mountain program deserve reconsideration from the President? 

Mr. CHU. Well, we shouldn’t conflate what is happening with the 
events in Japan and the need to have a long-term repository. And 
again, as I said, there are stages. Once the fuel rods have been 
used, they are stored in a pool, but that is a very short-term thing. 
And then you convert after several years to dry cask storage and 
then finally you look for disposition. But technology is changing 
and there is, again, I don’t want to preempt what the Blue Ribbon 
Commission will say, but there could be potentially going forward 
in the coming years other opportunities to perhaps capture more of 
the energy content of that used yield. 
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Mr. PITTS. So at present, how does the administration fulfill its 
obligations under Nuclear Waste Policy Act to manage and perma-
nently dispose of the Nation’s spent fuel inventories? 

Mr. CHU. Pardon? 
Mr. PITTS. How do you manage and permanently dispose of the 

Nation’s spent fuel inventories today? 
Mr. CHU. Well, the Department of Energy is responsible for deal-

ing with the spent fuel, and again, we are asking the Blue Ribbon 
Commission to give us advice on—which they will do in June in a 
draft report on how to proceed forward so that we can actually take 
this spent fuel. As I said, I don’t want to preempt what they are 
saying, so I don’t really know what they are going to be recom-
mending in terms of what you use with the fuel once it is cycled 
once. 

Mr. PITTS. In light of the events in Japan, can you make any con-
clusions at this point about the safety of nuclear power in the 
United States as a result of what you know about the incident? 

Mr. CHU. No, as I said before, what we want to do is look at 
what happened in Japan and say if there are these multiple events, 
as what has happened in Japan, a terrible earthquake and a tsu-
nami, and look to whether we would vulnerable to a cascade of 
multiple events and how they might compromise safety. And so we 
first intend to look fully at whether we have considered all possi-
bilities and get whatever lessons we can learn from—— 

Mr. PITTS. What is DOE doing in terms of monitoring any poten-
tial radiation emitted from the Japanese facility? Will you collect 
exposure and health effect data? 

Mr. CHU. Well, what we have done is we have airlifted airborne 
equipment that can help monitor. We have made that available to 
the Japanese. We also have ground equipment that can pick up ex-
posure levels and the type of radiation of people on the ground that 
we have also in the process—so it is in Japan now. And we are 
looking to deploy this in various areas so that we can have a first-
hand understanding of what the exposure levels are and how they 
might change. 

Mr. PITTS. And in your testimony you say we are cutting back 
in multiple areas, including eliminating unnecessary fossil fuel 
subsidies, reducing funding for the Fossil Energy Program and re-
ducing funding for the Hydrogen Technology Program. Will this de-
cision increase or decrease gas prices in your opinion? 

Mr. CHU. Because of the Recovery Act, there was a tremendous 
amount of investments in clean coal technologies, carbon capture, 
sequestration technologies. And so because of that we thought that 
given that essentially $4 billion of investments that we can, given 
the issues about the fiscal responsibility, we thought that that very 
large investment can carry us forward for a number of years. So 
that is where most of the investments in our Fossil Energy Pro-
gram were going into. It was going into clean coal technology. So 
we will still continue to make those investments because we believe 
that is a proper government role, to develop clean coal technologies. 
But that is different than transportation fuel. 

Mr. PITTS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time the chair recognizes the gentleman 

from Massachusetts, Mr. Markey. 
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Mr. MARKEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Dr. Chu, you wear 
many hats as the Secretary of Energy. One of them is banker-in- 
chief to the nuclear industry, a socialist system that allows for the 
U.S. Government to provide taxpayer-backed loan guarantees for 
nuclear power plant construction in our country. I want to know 
from a purely financial-risk perspective, do you think that the 
events in Japan will probably make it less likely for Wall Street 
investors or utility executives to want to assume the financial risks 
associated with ordering new nuclear power plants? 

Mr. CHU. I can’t really predict what Wall Street will do, but cer-
tainly the events in Japan are going to cause everybody to look 
back and look back at their existing plants and their future plans 
and I think that is a good thing in the sense that you take this 
opportunity to look back and see what you are doing and are you 
doing everything possible to maximize the safety. 

Mr. MARKEY. So along those lines, are you going to reassess as 
the banker-in-chief the risk premium that you charge nuclear utili-
ties for the loan guarantees you are giving them in light of the 
events in Japan? 

Mr. CHU. The risk premium is ultimately a credit subsidy issue. 
Mr. MARKEY. Are you going to reexamine it in light of what hap-

pened in Japan? 
Mr. CHU. Well, I think all factors get folded into a nuclear loan. 
Mr. MARKEY. So you are going to reexamine it? 
Mr. CHU. But ultimately, as you know, the OMB is the part of 

the government responsible for the determination of that credit—— 
Mr. MARKEY. Should OMB reexamine the risk premium? 
Mr. CHU. I think they will include anything like what has hap-

pened in Japan in their determination. 
Mr. MARKEY. So they should go back again. I thank you. 
The Department has awarded an $8.3 billion loan guarantee to 

the Southern Company conditional upon the certification of the 
brand New Design, the AP1000 reactor by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. Three days before the Japanese earthquake I sent a 
letter to the NRC because I learned that one of its most senior sci-
entists, Dr. John Ma, has said that the design of that plant may 
be too brittle to withstand a strong earthquake and that it will 
‘‘shatter like a glass cup’’ under strong impact. He even said that 
Westinghouse modeled the resiliency of the reactor using a totally 
unrealistic earthquake simulation. 

Don’t you think it is too risky to issue conditional loan guaran-
tees backed by the federal taxpayer for reactors like the AP1000 
that have not been fully approved by the NRC in final form after 
public notice and comment, particularly when one of the NRC’s 
own top technical people has raised serious concerns about its safe-
ty? 

Mr. CHU. One of the conditions of a loan is that the NRC has 
to grant approval of the license, and that is still pending before the 
NRC. And so the Southern Company and its collaborators do not 
get federal money until the NRC approves their construction. 

Mr. MARKEY. Don’t you think that we should hold off on licensing 
new reactors on new reactor designs or approving new loan guaran-
tees until we assure that these new reactors are safe and we have 
learned the lessons of Fukushima? 
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Mr. CHU. I think we will, no matter what happens going forward, 
try to take the lessons of Fukushima and apply them to our exist-
ing fleet and any future reactors that we will be building. 

Mr. MARKEY. Now, in the case of the conditional loan guarantee 
you gave the Southern Company for the two new AP1000 nuclear 
reactors at Vogtle, that $8.3 billion taxpayer loan guarantee will 
then allow the Southern Company to get an $8.3 billion loan di-
rectly from the Federal Financing Bank at the Department of 
Treasury, again, a U.S. taxpayers entity. So the taxpayers are fully 
on the hook for 8.3 billion out of the $14 billion project. If there 
is a default on this Vogtle plan—and the first 2 units that they 
have already built in past years there were 11 times over budget— 
So if there is a default on the Vogtle loan, what would happen? 

Mr. CHU. In our loan guarantee program the people who work in 
that program work very, very hard so that they make sure that if 
there is a default, that the government taxpayers are protected, 
that there are assets in Southern Company and others—— 

Mr. MARKEY. But if you can’t get paid off, what happens then? 
Mr. CHU. Well, it is a very complex agreement and there are spe-

cific—— 
Mr. MARKEY. Would we own the Southern Company like we in-

voluntarily wound up owning General Motors if they can’t pay? 
Mr. CHU. That I would have to get back to you on the details of 

what the exact—— 
Mr. MARKEY. Yes. 
Mr. CHU [continuing]. Recovery is. 
Mr. MARKEY. I think the American taxpayer really has to be pro-

tected here going forward. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
Mr. MARKEY. Should not be licensing AP1000s—— 
Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman from Mississippi, Mr. Harper, is 

recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. HARPER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Secretary 

Chu, for being here today. I know that you can see the end in sight 
here of the questioning. I know you will appreciate your time, 
though, today being here. 

And I wanted to talk to you about something that President 
Obama said in a press conference recently, that we should increase 
energy production in this country and he mentioned oil specifically, 
but it appears in his 2-plus years in office I would argue the Presi-
dent has really not done much in that way, not much towards in-
creasing our production of oil. When the President came into office, 
gas at the pump was actually under $2 a gallon. We are approach-
ing $4 a gallon in many regions. And, of course, we have had the 
Deepwater Horizon explosion back on, I believe it was April 20, ap-
proaching that 1-year anniversary. And then a moratorium was 
placed on the deepwater offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico fol-
lowing that and there have been limiting of leases on the East 
Coast. And of course, we continue to ignore our resources in 
ANWR. 

And I would ask if you have had any conversations with the 
President recently about expanding exploration and production of 
domestic oil, and if you have had those conversations, what input 
or direction have you received from the President? 
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Mr. CHU. The President has already spoken on this matter. He 
mentioned in a press conference that in 2010 the production of oil 
in the United States was as high as it has ever been since 2003. 
Prior to the Macondo accident, what had happened is more land 
was made open to have access to drilling, and that was certainly 
an Administration policy. The oil companies are seeing a lot of 
leases are not fully utilized, and the President has said that they 
would ask if those companies are just sitting on those leases, they 
are not actually using them, that we can explore mechanisms to 
find other lessees who would, then, explore those. So the President 
is, as part of a comprehensive transportation strategy, going for-
ward. That is one of the things, in order to deal with what we are 
now facing. 

Mr. HARPER. When we say, or when the President says, or the 
White House says that production is as high as it has been since 
2003, is that high enough in light of what is going on around the 
world, first with the concerns in Egypt, and then Libya, and now 
what has happened in Japan? Are you convinced that we are pur-
suing the recovery of our own natural resources as it comes to oil 
in this country and the regions that we can go into offshore? Do 
you believe we are doing a sufficient amount at this level? 

Mr. CHU. I think we are going to have to do many things. In-
creased oil production is only part of the solution. As the President 
said, we now have 2 percent of the known oil reserves in the world, 
and yet we consume 25 percent of the oil. And so we can increase 
production in the United States, but it clearly can’t be the full solu-
tion. That is why we are focused on improving still further energy 
efficiency in automobiles, biofuels, advanced biofuels especially, and 
finally electrification. 

Mr. HARPER. Secretary Chu, have you had any conversations 
with the Department of Interior about the slowness in the permits 
being approved for the Gulf of Mexico drilling? 

Mr. CHU. No, I haven’t. 
Mr. HARPER. OK. Do you intend to have any about the slowness 

of the permit process? 
Mr. CHU. Well, I believe that this has gotten started again, and 

the shallow-water permits were continuing and now we have 2 
deepwater permits. And I anticipate that that will be accelerating. 

Mr. HARPER. And what is your position on drilling and ANWR? 
Mr. CHU. Right now there are many other sites open for drilling, 

and so we need not tap there. And the President is also exploring 
other sites in Alaska both on- and offshore. And so at the present 
time, there are many sites open for drilling that are not being used. 
And so I think we first look to those sites and try to get the oil 
companies interested. 

Mr. HARPER. Would you look to those sites being used first before 
you tap into the Strategic Petroleum Reserves? 

Mr. CHU. Well, the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, again, is some-
thing which was meant to have a continuous oil supply in case of 
significant disruption, and that is a strategic reserve. I mean, oil 
is very essential for our country and so that is the original intent. 

What you are speaking of are things that has—even in a known 
reserve, it takes a year or two to bring up production and then for 
unknown reserves and exploration—— 
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Mr. HARPER. Sure. 
Mr. CHU [continuing]. Five-plus years. 
Mr. HARPER. And exactly, wouldn’t it be necessary? I will yield 

back my time with that. Thank you. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you, Mr. Harper. At this I recognize the 

gentlelady from Colorado, Ms. DeGette. 
Ms. DEGETTE. Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for 

coming today, Mr. Secretary. Mr. Upton said that we are going to 
have more hearings about what happened with the nuclear power 
plants in Japan, but I just wanted to ask you a couple of questions 
that have been on my mind since the terrible events of last week. 

The Fukushima Daiichi plant, at that plant, three of the six reac-
tors were operating at the time of the earthquake to my under-
standing. Is that correct? 

Mr. CHU. That is my understanding also. 
Ms. DEGETTE. OK. And so when the earthquake struck, the con-

trol rods essentially shut down those reactors as it was designed 
to do if there was an earthquake. Is that also right? 

Mr. CHU. That is my understanding. 
Ms. DEGETTE. And then after the reactors were shut down, then 

power was lost in the plant and then the cooling pumps were shut 
off. Is that correct? 

Mr. CHU. That is correct. The power was lost. 
Ms. DEGETTE. So then the backup diesel generators came on as 

that was also designed to do and then those generators quit func-
tioning because they went under the floodwaters from the tsunami. 
Is that right to your knowledge? 

Mr. CHU. The generators came on and then later I have been in-
formed that some of them then shut off. This is where I couldn’t 
give assurances because you hear conflicting reports, but the story 
I heard was that the cooling for the generators was at risk and 
they tripped off for that reason. 

Ms. DEGETTE. Right. OK. So then now what they are trying to 
do is pump the seawater in to keep these rods from melting down, 
right? 

Mr. CHU. That is correct. They are using, now, fire trucks. 
Ms. DEGETTE. So—— 
Mr. CHU. And other pumps. 
Ms. DEGETTE [continuing]. This is the concern I have got—and 

I imagine you share this concern—is that there were numerous 
failsafe systems here with this plant. I mean, it is 40 years old but 
it is a pretty technologically advanced plant and there were numer-
ous failsafe methods, correct? 

Mr. CHU. Yes. 
Ms. DEGETTE. The plant was built to withstand earthquakes, but 

because of the tsunami, now we have got this crisis about what to 
do. And the thing I am concerned about is that you can’t always 
plan for every exigency in these situations. We saw this on this 
committee. You saw it last year with the Deepwater Horizon dis-
aster because there were numerous failsafe mechanisms on that rig 
and then each one of them failed, and then we saw huge amounts 
of oil spewing out into the Gulf. 

So my question for you is I know DOE is putting resources to-
wards advanced reactor technology and there are a lot of concerns 
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from this committee and from my colleagues who live in California 
and some of the other earthquake zones. But here is my question 
is how can you, with something so potentially destructive as these 
nuclear rods, how can we ever anticipate the worst so that we can 
be prepared for it? That is a tough question, I know, but maybe you 
have some initial thoughts on it. 

Mr. CHU. Well, what the Department of Energy is very interested 
in doing is developing tools to get a better handle on these multiple 
cascading events, interacting events, an earthquake plus a tsu-
nami, a tornado plus this or that, things like that. One of the 
things that we are very keen on doing because we have developed 
high-performance computers and simulation techniques, that this 
is one of the tools we think that can actually be used to make any 
system we have, including nuclear reactors, safer. You know, if you 
consider all the things we do now, we fly on airplanes, we do all 
sorts of things, and there is ever-increasing ability to make each 
of these systems safer as we go forward. 

Ms. DEGETTE. Sure. Well, you know, 1 thing that strikes me— 
and I was just in Japan a couple of weeks ago with the Congres-
sional Delegation—and the 1 thing that strikes you about Japan, 
this is not, you know, Chernobyl. This is not some Third World 
country with rinky-dink technology. This is state-of-the-art tech-
nology and yet it failed. 

So I really think one of the questions, Mr. Chairman, we are 
going to want to explore as we move forward is do we really have 
the kinds of modeling that we need to develop nuclear energy safe-
ly in this country. And I am sure you are looking at that, too. 

Mr. CHU. Yes. 
Ms. DEGETTE. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman from 

California, Mr. Bilbray. 
Mr. BILBRAY. Yes, Mr. Chairman. And I think the secretary will 

agree with the statement that Japan is state-of-the-art is inappro-
priate. It is a state that was designed maybe 40 years ago. We have 
now got designs even in the fuel composition that really address 
these issues. So as somebody who lives downwind of San Onofre, 
I just want to assure everybody our surge wall is three times what 
they had in Japan. The surge wall, the construction at Diablo is 
eight times higher and the fault line is inland, not offshore. So I 
think when we talk about this, there are differences scientifically. 

Let me just say, Mr. Secretary, I am 1 guy sitting on this side 
of the aisle that is very excited to see you as the secretary. And 
we talked about this last year over in the Science Committee. I just 
realized the connection. Back when I was a young 26-year-old city 
councilman, the Department of Energy was created. Back in the 
’70s when it was created our dependency on imported energy was 
what again? 

Mr. CHU. Well, I heard 35. I was guessing 25. But I will provide 
a more precise number for the record. 

Mr. BILBRAY. I think you are right. I think it was more like 25. 
And when you took over in ’08 the imported energy was what per-
centage? 

Mr. CHU. In 2008 it was 57 percent. 
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Mr. BILBRAY. And that is how much success our Department of 
Energy has had in the past, but that is why I am optimistic that 
you are the right guy at the right time with the right President to 
finally get this country to, rather than have an anti-energy policy, 
actually have an energy policy. And that is one of the things I am 
really encouraged about. My biggest concern—and I will say this 
with tongue-in-cheek—to the fact of how much obstructionists al-
ways seem to be there every time you come up with an innovative 
approach. 

I want to point out that as one of the three California surfers in 
Congress, you mess with our ways to try to generate electricity, you 
are going to have a real problem with us, OK? Just the fact is 
every time somebody says there is something nobody will complain 
about, believe me. You start talking about wave actions in South-
ern California and Hawaii, we are going to have some concerns. 

But that aside is that one of the things I want to talk about is 
you are being asked to do things in isolation. And my attitude 
about our oil reserves or the areas being drilled is that right now 
we are buying oil overseas, sending our resources overseas. What 
happens to the federal profits that we get from opening up lands 
like ANWR or Alaska? We do make some profits off those oil explo-
ration and development, don’t we? 

Mr. CHU. We do. 
Mr. BILBRAY. And where does that resource go now? 
Mr. CHU. As far as I know it goes to the Treasury. 
Mr. BILBRAY. OK. Don’t you think that we may want to at least 

discuss the possibility of opening up lands and committing those 
profits to next-generation green fuel so that we have a built-in re-
source like the transportation components, the freeway interstate 
system, have a built-in source for you to use to be able to pay for 
that bridge to a greener future? 

Mr. CHU. I would love the Department of Energy to have a built- 
in source that we can do the research that will lead to technology 
the private sector will pick up. 

Mr. BILBRAY. OK. Let us talk about obstructionists. We talk 
about going to electrical generation. We talk about energy develop-
ment. Isn’t it true that the technology we use for efficient electric 
motors and the efficient generation of wind power depends on per-
manent magnet technology because it is so much more efficient 
than the AC technology that it replaced? 

Mr. CHU. The permanent magnet technology is more efficient, 
and we are also looking at other because these permanent magnets 
and the rare-earth magnets—— 

Mr. BILBRAY. This is where we come down, the rare-earth. At the 
same time we are talking about electrification, nobody in this town 
is talking to the Department of Interior about opening up public 
lands to allow the mining of rare earth, 70 pounds in every Prius 
where in 30 years that we have gone with this Energy Department, 
the Department of Interior has created an environment where in-
stead of 98 percent of the rare earth being produced in the United 
States, it is now in China. Don’t you agree that we need in this 
committee if we want to create efficient electrical generation and 
use, we have got to be brave enough to ask our colleagues over at 
the Department of Interior and the Resource Committee to start 
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looking at opening up public lands within our country so these es-
sential rare earth can be developed if we are going to go to elec-
trification? 

Mr. CHU. I agree with you that having China control 98, 99 per-
cent of the rare earths of the world is not a good situation. And 
we are looking—I believe Molycorp Corporation in California will 
be—I think it is in California—will be—I am not sure actually. 

Mr. BILBRAY. My point, Doctor, is that you understand the bar-
riers. My frustration is the barriers is more government obstruc-
tionism. We write checks quick but we are not willing to change 
regs. We talk about we need a Manhattan Project for energy inde-
pendent. The fact is today the Manhattan Project would be legal 
to perform under federal and state regulations. And we have got 
to be willing to not just tell other people how they have to change 
their operation and their way to do business, those of us in govern-
ment have to change the way we do business, too. Wouldn’t you 
agree? 

Mr. CHU. I think we are going to be looking at many, many 
things, but certainly there need to be requirements is something 
we also have to take seriously and I would be glad to talk to you 
about that in private. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. DOYLE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Secretary, welcome. 
It is a pleasure to have you here before our committee today. 

Secretary Chu, you know in Pittsburgh we are fortunate to have 
the National Energy Technology Lab that does a lot of innovative 
research. And I was hoping I could ask you a few questions con-
cerning some of the cuts in the administration’s upcoming budget 
proposal. I see that you have terminated all of the natural gas and 
oil programs run out of the NETL. Don’t you view these research 
programs as being particularly relevant today, since it funds envi-
ronmental protection projects that are related to drilling, hydraulic 
fracturing, oil and gas production, as well as the development of 
advanced technologies that will allow increased recovery from our 
domestic unconventional oil and gas resources? 

Mr. CHU. Well, the Department of Energy played a very impor-
tant role in the developing of natural gas recovery in the late ’70s, 
early ’80s to 1992. It was actually the Agency that funded the re-
search that led to the fracking of natural gas. But the private sec-
tor has picked it up and is doing quite well. 

There has been a transfer of funds from FE, Fossil Energy, to the 
Office of Science for doing research in methane hydrate recovery 
because, commercially, energies are that interested so far, but the 
bulk of our funding in FE, as you know, is for carbon capture and 
sequestration. 

Mr. DOYLE. Yes. And I understand the larger companies have the 
ability to pick up some of that slack but, you know, this program, 
at least in my view, is really not subsidizing the bigger companies. 
In the United States we have 5,000 small independent producers. 
They do 90 percent of the wells and 60 percent of the domestic oil 
and 80 percent of the natural gas comes from these small compa-
nies that employ an average of 12 people or less and they don’t 
have the resources to invest in the R&D. And this is where DOD 
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has really fulfilled a critical need for technology advancements 
through partnerships with companies like these and university re-
searches and technology. 

I do want to ask also to follow up because you just mentioned 
this. The administration has proposed that the Gas Hydrate Re-
search Program and fossil energies being terminated and trans-
ferred responsibility for future research over to the Department’s 
Office of Science. Now, the program has been well managed. It has 
made significant progress, and it concerns me that you are going 
to kill a program that is on the verge of making production from 
gas hydrate a practical reality after decades of research and mil-
lions of dollars spent by DOE and other agencies to bring this to 
this point, that you are going to start up a new program in the Of-
fice of Science that I think would have little bearing on anything. 

And when you look at the language just in the most recent En-
ergy and Water Senate report, we contain language about this that 
the committee recommended, includes 22 million. Of this amount 
15 million is provided for methane hydrate activities. The com-
mittee actually restored this hydrates technology program of the 
account, and they don’t support funding this within the Office of 
Science. Their intention was that this was to be funded out of Fos-
sil Energy. So I am curious why you are deciding to defund this 
program and transfer it over to the Office of Science? 

Mr. CHU. Well, I know the program very well and I do think 
highly of it. We hope the Office of Science will be the people doing 
that research, but we will abide by Congress’ wishes. 

Mr. DOYLE. Thank you. One more question, too. As the co-chair 
of the Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Caucus, I am also concerned about 
the Department is basically zeroing out funding for the Fuel Cell 
Energy Program within the Office of Fossil Energy. I understand 
that one of the projects managed by DOE won and R&D 100 award 
in 2010 for improving the service life of solid oxide fuel cell stack 
materials. I am curious, why would you eliminate this very success-
ful Fossil Energy program that is developing fuel cell technology 
required for large-scale power generation applications to produce 
affordable, efficient, and environmentally friendly electricity from 
coal? 

Mr. CHU. Well, we actually have several fuel cell programs with-
in the Department of Energy. We are continuing to fund fuel cell 
development as stationary fuel cells, but not in Fossil Energy. 

Mr. DOYLE. See, my understanding is that you are continuing to 
fund transportation fuel cells but that you have zeroed out the sta-
tionary fuel cells. Are you saying that is not accurate? 

Mr. CHU. It is my understanding that we are mostly concen-
trating on stationary fuel cells. We do have some on transportation 
but it is concentrated on that. 

Mr. DOYLE. Thank you. I see my time has expired. Thank you, 
Mr. Secretary. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time the chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia, Mr. Griffith. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Continuing talking 
about coal a little bit, I am concerned that new regulations will 
slow growth and send jobs to China. Both you and the President 
are supporters of China’s energy policy. We hear time and time 
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again from the administration that China has a strong commit-
ment to wind and solar energy and that we need to catch up or we 
will lose the future. 

But you would agree and are aware that China gets 70 percent 
of its total energy and 80 percent of its electricity from coal. 
Wouldn’t you agree with that? 

Mr. CHU. I have heard numbers like that, yes. 
Mr. GRIFFITH. Yes, sir. And isn’t it true that China uses 3.5 

times as much coal as the United States uses and that that num-
ber is actually growing? 

Mr. CHU. I think so. Again, I am not sure of the exact numbers. 
Mr. GRIFFITH. OK. And you are aware that under the Kyoto Pro-

tocol, China has no obligation to reduce emissions and it is not im-
posing anything anywhere close to the EPA’s greenhouse gas regu-
lations on its coal use, isn’t that correct? 

Mr. CHU. That is correct. 
Mr. GRIFFITH. And you are also aware that the Chinese Govern-

ment has repeatedly stated that they would never put a price on 
carbon, isn’t that also true? 

Mr. CHU. I don’t know. China is committed very emphatically to 
transition to 15 percent renewable energy by 2020 and they may 
get to 20 percent. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. OK. And while you are aware that wind and solar 
in China are growing in percentage terms, they will never—or at 
least not anytime in the near future—be equal to their relationship 
or their reliance on coal, isn’t that true? 

Mr. CHU. Well, it is their intention to greatly diversify their en-
ergy supplies. In the short term they are heavily dependent on 
coal, but they have made it very clear that they want to develop 
wind, solar, hydro, nuclear. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Yes. And the factories that make the wind tur-
bines and solar panels for export to Europe and the U.S., isn’t it 
true that they are actually powered by coal energy sources? 

Mr. CHU. I would presume given that coal is still the dominant 
form of energy. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. And don’t you think that is a part of their com-
petitive advantage is that they are using a cheap source of fuel 
that we seem to not want to use in this country? 

Mr. CHU. Well, it is more complicated than that. If you don’t 
mind, I will tell you a little story. I toured a Chinese solar company 
and they would get their silicons from companies in the United 
States and then add the high value part of it to make the modules 
in China—— 

Mr. GRIFFITH. And I appreciate that. My concern is I only get a 
certain number of minutes to ask you questions, and I guess my 
concern is is that, you know, it appears to many that the future 
of coal in the United States is merely to mine it and send it to 
China for them to use and that our jobs are going to go over there. 
They are going to send their pollution back to us over the Pacific 
Ocean because they are not going to have even some of the more 
reasonable regulations that we have, but that we are not using our 
own coal for our manufacturing purposes. And so as a part of that 
I am wondering if you have talked to any of the folks at the EPA 
about their slowness to permit new coalmining or is this part of an 
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administration plan to slow down the production of coal and thus 
force us to, I think, lose jobs? But the plan would be force us to 
not use coal because there isn’t a supply available domestically? 

Mr. CHU. I have not talked to the EPA regarding this, but just 
to finish that story, China takes its silicon from the United States 
because it says that energy is so cheap in the United States and 
that is why we do it. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. OK. And in regard to coal you would agree that 
it is a fairly affordable and reliable source of energy in the United 
States and that it is a good source, at least over the next 20 or 30 
years it is a good source that we shouldn’t cripple, would you not 
agree? 

Mr. CHU. Well, I think that is why the Department of Energy is 
committed to developing those technologies to use coal as cleanly 
as possible. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. And I would encourage you to work with the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to make sure that they don’t shut 
down your supply for those purposes and other purposes. Thank 
you. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. At this time I recognize the gen-
tleman from Texas, Dr. Burgess. 

Mr. BURGESS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Dr. Chu, I appreciate 
you being here. I certainly appreciate how generous you have been 
with your time over the past 2 years to visit with Members of the 
committee outside of the committee room. 

In response to a question from the gentleman from Mississippi 
about ANWR and whether or not the President would consider 
that, you said that there were other sites in Alaska that the Presi-
dent was looking at. Now, in all honesty, I mean, his background 
is as a community organizer; you are the energy expert. Are you 
helping him with that? 

Mr. CHU. Well, actually, this is the domain of the Secretary of 
Interior, and so it is the Secretary of Interior who would be helping 
him with that. 

Mr. BURGESS. All right. But he has got some petroleum people 
who are actually helping him make that decision? 

Mr. CHU. I would think so, yes. 
Mr. BURGESS. OK. Maybe we ought to find that out who can help 

him. Now, also mentioned in a previous answer to a previous ques-
tion, you said that oil can’t be our only solution. We have 2 percent 
of the reserves and 25 percent of the consumption. 

Now, a resource where we do have significant reserves is natural 
gas. And in my part of Texas we have new technology that allows 
recovery of natural gas from strata that previously were thought to 
be inert and that is ongoing at the present time. As you are aware, 
there is some controversy about the methods of extraction and to 
be certain all of us do need to be concerned about safety. We have 
seen it in Japan this week. We saw it in the Gulf Coast last year, 
so we do need to be concerned about safety. But we also need to 
be concerned about the overregulation of these processes that in-
hibit our ability to take advantage of a resource that we do have 
in abundance. 

Now, on the utilization end, I am sure you are familiar with peo-
ple like Boone Pickens who talk about our heavy transportation 
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fleet should be run much more on natural gas rather than liquid 
petroleum products. What are you doing at the Department of En-
ergy right now in regards to that? 

Mr. CHU. We are supporting pilot programs. We think especially 
in delivery vehicle situations where there are central fueling sta-
tions because we don’t have a natural gas infrastructure, that that 
would be a good place to prove natural gas and establish the tech-
nology. I think we had a loan guarantee for natural gas vans for 
helping handicapped people. We have supported programs using 
Recovery Act money for centralized fueling stations. 

Mr. BURGESS. Sure. So things like city buses and school buses 
make sense because they are not long-haul vehicles and they—— 

Mr. CHU. And they always go back to the same place. 
Mr. BURGESS. Correct. They could be centralized. Now, are you 

working with your counterparts at the Environmental Protection 
Agency to help ensure the correct utilization of this resource, the 
ability to continue to recover it and that it is to be done in a safe 
manner? Because you know the EPA has a couple studies going on 
right now as regards to hydrologic fracturing. Are you commu-
nicating with them about that? 

Mr. CHU. Well, first, the Department of Energy is using some re-
sources in this fiscal year to look at fracking safety. I think it is 
something that can be done safely but we have to—— 

Mr. BURGESS. Can you say that again? 
Mr. CHU. The Department of Energy currently—— 
Mr. BURGESS. I think that—finish that thought. 
Mr. CHU. I think that—— 
Mr. BURGESS. I think that it can be done safely. Did I hear you 

say that? 
Mr. CHU. I believe it is like everything else. We learn from what 

is happening and it can be done much more safely just as deep-
water oil drilling can be done more safely than it has been done 
in the past. We learned from the—— 

Mr. BURGESS. Don’t parse your own language. I heard you say 
it. It can be done safely as a simple statement of fact? 

Mr. CHU. It can be done safely. 
Mr. BURGESS. I agree with you, Mr. Secretary. 
Mr. CHU. But you also have to be on guard. One can’t be abso-

lutely certain of these things and you have to take that responsi-
bility very seriously. 

Mr. BURGESS. Absolutely. And I will tell you in my home area 
right now the public doesn’t get the sense that its safety is being 
protected. That is why I urge you to work with your counterparts 
at the Environmental Protection Agency. This is an important re-
source for the country and we cannot afford it to become locked in 
where we can’t develop it because it was either done incorrectly or 
unsafe practices were pursued and the public’s then reaction 
against it is such that it just can’t be developed. 

Just briefly on Japan for a moment. Is your Department sending 
a contingent to Japan or has Japan asked for any help from the 
United States Department of Energy? 

Mr. CHU. As I said in my opening remarks, we have sent some 
33 or 34 people to Japan to help them monitor with equipment. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Just for what it is worth, I think at some point in 
the future when you deem it safe, your presence in Japan, I think, 
would go a long way towards reassuring the people there. Thank 
you, Mr. Secretary. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Latta, is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LATTA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And Secretary, thanks 
very much for your indulgence with us today. We really appreciate 
you being here and I am going to follow up a little bit on Dr. Bur-
gess’ comments a little bit ago. 

But just to kind of give you a little background about my district 
and how important energy is out there, Ohio overall gets about 80 
percent of its energy is coal-based. And also, interestingly enough, 
about 80 percent of everything that comes in and out of Ohio comes 
in by truck. So we are talking about oil. 

The 5th Congressional District, according to the National Manu-
facturers, is the 20th largest manufacturing district in Congress. It 
is also, interestingly enough, the largest ag district in the State of 
Ohio. We also have two solar manufacturing plants in the district. 
I have two ethanol plants in my district. The first four really work-
ing turbines in the State of Ohio I can see from my backyard. 
There are four of them not too far from my home. And I am one 
that really truly believes that we have an all-of-the-above energy 
policy. And again, that is your oil and natural gas, coal, nuclear, 
and all of the alternatives because we have to really utilize all of 
those. 

But at the same time when I am out talking to my companies, 
my businesses, the factories across my district, one of the things 
that always comes up in the conversation is we have to have base- 
load capacity to turn these machines on in the morning. And I 
know that a question was asked, I think it might have been Mr. 
Green had asked a little earlier in regards to, you know, where are 
we at that, you know, through the alternatives? I think the ques-
tion he posed was in 10 years that we could really start sup-
planting, you know, some of the oil, natural gas, coal, and nuclear. 

But, you know, to make sure that we can compete, and I know 
the questions have come up because it all comes down to really jobs 
and making sure people can get out there and work and we have 
these jobs in the future. Is there anything out there right now that 
can supplement those 4 basic methods that we have right now from 
nuclear, the clean coal, the oil, and natural gas? 

Mr. CHU. I think it is going to be a transition period. If you look 
at other countries around the world and if you look at what we are 
doing here in the United States that these things don’t happen 
overnight. It will take decades to make these transitions. And one 
recognizes that. 

Mr. LATTA. Well, let me ask this. I represent quite a few co-ops 
in my district and one of the things that they are worried is is that, 
you know, the cost of having to buy a lot of the alternatives right 
now are driving up their cost, which is driving out the businesses 
from the area. And do you foresee that happening? 

Mr. CHU. There is background noise. 
Mr. LATTA. Sorry. I have a lot of co-ops in my district. And one 

of the questions that they always bring up to me is that they are 
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fearful that if they have to buy too much on the alternative side— 
and I know that we all want to see alternative—but they see it 
that they are not going to be able to supply power cheaply enough 
to be able to maintain the businesses that they service right now. 
And do you see that as a problem? 

Mr. CHU. Well, we have to be very sensitive to that and that is 
why the Department of Energy is so focused on looking at exactly 
where we think the trajectory will be and what are the time scales 
that would be needed in order to bring down the price of renew-
ables so that they are absolutely competitive without subsidy with 
fossil generation of energy. 

Mr. LATTA. You know, in your testimony you also, on page 8 
where the cuts are occurring under the Office of Fossil Energy, how 
do you define unconventional fossil energy? 

Mr. CHU. Unconventional fossil energy I would think methane 
hydrates would be an example of that. This is natural gas trapped 
in crystalline structures of ice. 

Mr. LATTA. And just kind of following along in the lines that Dr. 
Burgess talked, especially in the fracturing question. You know, we 
now have in Ohio and Pennsylvania, New York, the Utica reserves 
are being found. They are saying that probably Ohio they will be 
able to get to that maybe first. And again, just making sure be-
cause I know there has been talk around the Hill by some individ-
uals that, you know, fracturing shouldn’t be done. And I am one 
who has looked at the EPA reports that they have put out from 
several years back that said that fracturing can be done. And I 
know that, you know, Dr. Burgess has asked that question of you 
that, you know, I believe it can be done safely. And, you know, will 
the Department of Energy also make sure that that can be done 
and that these people out there aren’t going to be impeded to get 
this energy that we need in this country? 

Mr. CHU. I think yes. When I said it can be done safely, let me 
reiterate ‘‘can be done’’ is different than ‘‘is being done’’ safely. I 
think industry can take the steps needed to extract these resources 
safely. And I think it is important that we continue taking those 
steps to improve the methods. 

Mr. LATTA. Well, I guess finally is that as we look at everything 
that is out there, hopefully the Department of Energy always is 
looking at all of these alternatives that people are coming up with. 
And I know my array of individuals working on clean coal tech-
nology and trying to make sure that, you know, we can utilize high 
sulfur coal that comes from like our region of the country and put 
it to use since the United States does have such large reserves 
when it comes to coal. 

And with that I appreciate you being here today. And Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman from 
Iowa, Mr. Terry. 

Mr. TERRY. Or Nebraska. Yes, corn states. Confuses tobacco state 
people. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At least I got your name right. 
Mr. TERRY. Yes, coal states. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. I got your name right. 
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Mr. TERRY. It is progress, Mr. Chairman. Sorry, Doctor. I really 
appreciate you being here and I think we all have great respect for 
you and your talents that you are lending to the Nation right now. 

Harping on the fracturing, let me ask you a simple question. You 
mentioned earlier that you are in discussions with Interior and 
EPA all the time. Have there been any discussions about limiting 
fracturing now? 

Mr. CHU. I have not been part of those discussions. I have not 
been. 

Mr. TERRY. OK. Because there is a lot of discussion or rumors 
that Interior is going to shut down all fracturing within Interior 
lands and there is rumors that EPA is going to come down on cur-
rent fracking techniques. Now, have you heard any of that within 
the administration discussions? 

Mr. CHU. No, the only thing I heard about, the EPA has re-
quested that monitoring be done and certainly there have been re-
ports of possible contamination and things of that nature. So the 
ones I have heard said we should monitor what is being dis-
charged. For example, the water being used and the fluids being 
used in fracking as they go into, let us say, sewer treatment plants 
that the EPA has, I believe, asked for the monitoring in the dis-
charge of those sewage plants. 

Mr. TERRY. Very good. And I appreciate that you said to Dr. Bur-
gess that fracking can be done safely. 

Mr. CHU. Yes. 
Mr. TERRY. Without that technique we aren’t going to have the 

level of natural gas that we are going to count on. The Bakken 
shale up in North Dakota, their production would go down greatly. 
We want to do it safely and cleanly but we don’t want an over-
reaction and just start shutting it down either. So we need to do 
it safely. Are you engaged in any activities right now to set out 
what techniques or changes to make it safe or safer? 

Mr. CHU. Right now we do have a small program—it is located 
in universities—to look at what are the issues in terms of the safe-
ty in fracking fluids. The Department of Energy does have exper-
tise in how fluids move around in rock because of both carbon cap-
ture sequestration, also because of the underground repository 
work that we need to do. And so those same technologies can be 
brought to bear on fracking. 

Mr. TERRY. I have got one more question in my minute-forty-five. 
So let me interrupt with this one. I want to know if there are any 
reports due or their findings—and I will send you a written ques-
tion as fairly common at the conclusion of hearings that we will 
send written questions to you. Expect that one from me. It would 
be nice to know when you will get that information in so we could 
look at it, too, and maybe have you back. 

But in regard to natural gas you have a lot of proponents of nat-
ural gas not only in electrical generation but moving it more to-
wards a transportation fuel. I see in your budget that there is $200 
million in the competitive program to encourage communities to in-
vest in electrical vehicle infrastructure. Can you tell me what 
measures the DOE is undertaking to promote natural gas vehicles? 

Mr. CHU. Yes. As I said, we have invested in some pilot projects 
for centralized delivery van type of things where you can go to a 
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centralized fueling station. I can get back to you on the full details 
of what we are doing on natural gas. 

Mr. TERRY. I would appreciate it. And I think the focus, if I could 
be so bold, is probably in large fleets with on-premises fueling sta-
tions. 

Mr. CHU. That is correct. 
Mr. TERRY. And so in regard to providing us information if you 

could do that on any of the programs that would help implement 
or build on-site stations for large fleets I think that would be help-
ful. Thank you. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you, Mr. Terry. At this time I recognize 
the gentleman from Louisiana, Mr. Scalise. 

Mr. SCALISE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chu, I appreciate 
you being with us today. 

I want to talk about the broader picture of energy policy. And I 
know a few of my colleagues touched on some of the various objec-
tives. And over the years our dependence seems to have increased 
on foreign oil especially over the history of the Department of En-
ergy. In your mission statement you talk about ensuring America’s 
energy security. 

And I think one of the concerns I have is when you look at what 
the current policies are from this administration. It seems like de-
spite the current levels of production which are the result of years 
of exploration in the past, it seems like this administration has 
shifted policies away from energy exploration in America. And, of 
course, we are seeing this in a very devastating way in the Gulf 
of Mexico and the parts of the outer continental shelf that have 
been closed down where only two permits have been issued in 10 
months. And that seems to run counter to even the President’s own 
scientists, a panel he had put together after the explosion of the 
Deepwater Horizon where his own scientists and engineers rec-
ommended against any kind of moratorium or now permitorium 
where you literally are strangling the ability for our country to 
seek its own energy, which then increases our dependence on coun-
tries like those Middle Eastern countries that are so volatile. 

So how do you, I guess, reconcile what the mission statement of 
your Department is that really says you are going to strive to in-
crease our American energy security when, in fact, you have got 
the President initiating policies that close off more areas of our 
known resources? 

Mr. CHU. Well, the President actually increased the resources in 
the sense that more areas were open to exploration with not such 
great timing, a couple weeks before the Macondo disaster. And—— 

Mr. SCALISE. But has since closed those areas off and they are 
not issuing permits at any level close to what they were before. 
And while the President may hang his hat on two permits issued 
in 10 months, that is an embarrassing low number, you know, 
when you look at the safety records of those companies that didn’t 
make the mistakes of BP that are being punished for BP’s actions. 

Mr. CHU. Well, the permitting of deepwater has resumed and—— 
Mr. SCALISE. Would you consider than an adequate resumption, 

2 permits in 10 months? 
Mr. CHU. Well, you could say it is two permits over the last cou-

ple weeks as well, so I think it has been resumed and will continue 
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to resume. I think the committee that investigated the Deepwater 
spill said that, you know, it is not only just BP that has been impli-
cated in this, that the whole industry can up its game and make 
improvements in safety. 

Mr. SCALISE. Well, and there were some serious flaws in the re-
port where they basically try to say it was the entire industry that 
was at fault when, in fact, that is not the case, considering the fact 
that in all of the wells, thousands of deepwater wells that have 
been drilled, you had one disaster because of a series of mistakes 
by that partnership that weren’t replicated at all of the other wells. 
So I think it is inaccurate for them to say it is systemic. I would 
hope you wouldn’t think that it is the entire industry that is at 
fault when you clearly had an example of one company in a part-
nership that did cut corners where others didn’t. 

And I think that is the key point is there is this kind of broad 
brush it seems like from this administration that they are almost 
shying away from American energy exploration. I wanted to ask 
you about a comment you had referring to use it or lose it provi-
sions in leases. And you seem to imply that there are companies 
that are not utilizing their leases adequately and you inferred that 
maybe other people should be given that ability when, in fact, right 
now in the Gulf of Mexico, all of those companies that want to go 
and reestablish what they were doing before and exploring for 
American energy are not being allowed to. And yet the clock is still 
ticking on their leases. Now, would you support a change in policy 
where if a company does want to expand and go and explore that 
lease but right now they are being prevented by the administration 
that that clock shouldn’t keep running while the administration is 
holding them back? 

Mr. CHU. I think the leases, the permits for exploration has 
started again and you were talking about a hold on deepwater 
leases for something like 6, 8 months. I think the lease time is con-
siderably longer than that. 

Mr. SCALISE. And let me ask one last question as my time is 
about to run out. When you were talking about known reserves, 
you used the term 2 percent of the world’s reserves are in America. 
There is a CRS report and I am not sure you have read it. I am 
sure you have read something like this that looks at this. Nineteen 
billion barrels of oil reserves are what I think are alluded to in this 
2 percent number, but in fact there are about 145 billion barrels 
of reserves that are estimated to be recoverable using new tech-
nology. So there are some outdated numbers when people use this 
2 percent number. First, are you aware when people say 2 percent 
they are referring to 19 billion barrels of known reserves when, in 
fact, it is estimated that there are over 145 billion barrels of re-
serves in America using the newest technologies? 

Mr. CHU. Reserves are a very specific thing. It is a known asset, 
bankable asset. You are talking about potential future reserves and 
there is a difference there. There are potential future reserves in 
the U.S. territories. 

Mr. SCALISE. Would you give an estimate on how much? 
Mr. CHU. Well, I am not sure the exact numbers but I can get 

them to you. But there are significant potential reserves in—— 
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Mr. SCALISE. I would appreciate it if you would share that with 
the committee. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I yield back. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I recognize the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
Mr. Bass, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BASS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Secretary, I don’t come 
from coal or oil or nuclear. I am interested in biomass. What is the 
status of the DOE’s support for advanced biofuels development? 

Mr. CHU. It is in a very good position. We have, as you may 
know, three biofuel centers and we do sponsor a lot of research in 
universities, also in national labs. Those biofuel centers and other 
research with DOE support have generated a significant amount of 
intellectual property. That intellectual property is being picked up 
by industry. Already some of the intellectual property in the first 
3 years of our biofuels centers advanced biofuels, so this is to make 
a drop in diesel fuel, gasoline jet fuel from simple sugars using bac-
teria. Those things have been licensed and already there are now 
plans in the private sector for building pilot plants based on that. 
So it is a very good track record. 

Mr. BASS. As I recall when I was here before, Secretary Bodman 
was announcing or getting a loan guarantee program to build a 
commercial-scale advanced biofuels facilities around the country. 
How many of those have you—I don’t know the answers to these 
questions. What is the status of that program? 

Mr. CHU. That we are looking at. I know we did one loan guar-
antee but that is not for the fuels research. I think the loan guar-
antee program is constrained in that if the research is too ad-
vanced and if it is too much of a pilot because in our loan guar-
antee program, we have to make sure that the taxpayer is pro-
tected. And when it becomes too much of a research enterprise, 
then there are some constraints. And so I can get back to you on 
the details of those. 

Mr. BASS. That is fine. And I would like to have a further discus-
sion about that. You mentioned run-of-the-river hydro dams. That 
is hydrokinetics. Is there any action there? 

Mr. CHU. No. There are two forms, hydrokinetics in the ocean of 
waves and things that extract wave energy or things that bob up 
and down or flex like this or currents. Run-of-the-river is you take 
a little part of the river and you make a detour and put in a spin-
ning turbine—— 

Mr. BASS. OK. Let me change the subject, then. What about 
hydrokinetics? Is there anything going on—— 

Mr. CHU. Well, we are supporting some of it. It is a very re-
search-oriented thing. It is certainly not ready for primetime but 
there are a number of companies that are very excited about the 
process. 

Mr. BASS. I am taking the subject slightly once more to see does 
the Energy Department support any research in hydrofracking 
compounds or materials that would be perhaps more environ-
mentally acceptable? 

Mr. CHU. Well, right now we aren’t supporting research in 
hydrofracking because when very big oil and gas exploration com-
panies like Schlumberger got into it in 1992—— 

Mr. BASS. Yes. 
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Mr. CHU [continuing]. Or ’91 we got out. I do know that there 
is some exploratory work going on. Fracking has become main-
stream, and so it is now supplying 30 percent of U.S. gas. There 
are companies looking at fracking with carbon dioxide as, perhaps, 
a better fluid. 

Mr. BASS. Lastly, I am trying not to express any opinions here. 
I love ARPA–E, though. You described there is significant dif-
ference between the ARPA–E program and the grants that are 
given out under EERE? 

Mr. CHU. Yes, there are. ARPA–E’s projects have a very short 
time scale, a leash of 2 years, perhaps renewable for yet another 
year and that is it. And so it is a very short program that tries to 
identify what we call radical breakthrough technology. So in doing 
that it also knows full well that some of these grants may turn out 
not to yield anything. But on the other hand, it is looking for really 
dramatic advances that completely change the landscape of our 
choices. And so it is a more venture-capital approach if you will 
to—— 

Mr. BASS. Are there any notable successes there, (a)? And (b), 
what is the EERE grant program? How does it differ? 

Mr. CHU. OK. First, there are some notable successes in the 
sense that in about half a dozen of our grants, we have given com-
panies money to do some research. They have done that research, 
and in less than a year they were able to go out and raise five 
times, four times that amount in the private sector because the pri-
vate sector says OK, this is great. We now have enough confidence 
to invest in you. That is precisely what we want to do to allow com-
panies to do research and get further funds from the private sector. 

We are looking in EERE. There are now a whole new cast of pro-
gram directors who are full of energy and we are looking towards 
rejuvenating those areas to do the best it possibly can in giving out 
whatever precious dollars we have. 

Mr. BASS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you, Mr. Bass. I am going to recognize 

Mr. Inslee for 30 seconds. 
Mr. INSLEE. Thank you. If we can put this picture up. Mr. Sec-

retary, I just wanted to congratulate you, sir, on the work you are 
doing on advanced biofuels. I want to show you a picture. This is 
a picture of the U.S. Green Hornet. It is a picture of an F–18. It 
is the first jet ever to fly on biofuels breaking the sound barrier. 
And you have been doing some great work in conjunction with the 
DOD. I just want to compliment you and hope you continue that 
and is there anything we could do in 10 seconds that we could real-
ly do to help you in that regard? 

Mr. CHU. Well, I think you can do much more in appropriations. 
Mr. INSLEE. We will work on that and I am sure our Republican 

friends are listening to you with great interest. Thanks very much. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. We are always interested in appropriating 

money so—but Secretary Chu, we thank you for joining us today. 
We enjoyed the dialogue. We look forward to working with you as 
we strive to meet the energy needs and safety of our country. 

And we are going to actually recess until 1:30 because Mr. 
Jaczko has been called down to the White House. So we will recon-
vene at 1:30. 
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And once again, Mr. Secretary, we look forward to working with 
you and appreciate your time today. 

Mr. CHU. All right. Thank you. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. 
[Recess.] 
Mr. WHITFIELD. OK. I will call the hearing back into order. We 

took a recess because, Commissioner, you were called away to the 
White House, I believe, for a meeting. And we completed with Sec-
retary Chu. So everyone has already given their opening state-
ments. So at this time we would recognize you for 5 minutes for 
your opening statement. 

STATEMENT OF GREGORY JACZKO, CHAIRMAN, NUCLEAR 
REGULATORY COMMISSION 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman, to you and the 
other chairman of the two subcommittees and the Ranking Mem-
bers Rush and Green and other Members of the subcommittee. I 
am honored to appear before you today on behalf of the U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission. 

Given the events that are unfolding overseas, my opening re-
marks will focus on the crisis in Japan. And I have additional in-
formation on the fiscal year 2012 budget that I have submitted for 
the record. Of course, I would be happy to answer questions on 
those matters, but I will focus my testimony on the situation in 
Japan. 

I would first like to offer my condolences to all those affected by 
the earthquake and tsunami in Japan over the last few days. My 
heart goes out to those who have been dealing with the aftermath 
of these natural disasters. And I want to publicly acknowledge the 
tireless efforts, professionalism, and dedication of the NRC staff 
and other members of the federal family in reacting to the events 
in Japan. This is just another example from my 6–1/2 years on the 
commission of the dedication of the NRC staff to the mission of pro-
tecting public health and safety. 

The American people can be proud of the commitment and dedi-
cation within the federal workforce exemplified by our staff every 
day. While the NRC regulates the safe and secure commercial use 
of radioactive materials in the United States, we also interact with 
nuclear regulators from around the world. Since Friday, the NRC’s 
headquarters operations center has been operating on a 24-hour 
basis to monitor events unfolding at nuclear power plants in Japan. 

Since the earthquake hit Northeastern Japan last Friday, some 
reactors at the Fukushima #1 plant have lost their cooling func-
tions leading to hydrogen explosion and rises in radiation levels. 
Eleven NRC experts on boiling water reactors have already been 
deployed to Japan as part of a U.S. international Agency for Inter-
national Development team. And they are currently in Tokyo. 

Within the U.S. the NRC has been coordinating its efforts with 
other federal agencies as part of the government response to the 
situation. This includes monitoring radioactive releases and pre-
dicting their path. Given the thousands of miles between Japan 
and the United States, Hawaii, Alaska, the U.S. territories, and the 
West Coast, we are not expected to experience any harmful levels 
of radioactivity. 
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Examining all available information is part of the effort to ana-
lyze the event and understand its implications both for Japan and 
the United States. The NRC has been working with several agen-
cies to assess recent seismic research for the central and eastern 
part of the country. That work continues to indicate that the U.S. 
nuclear facilities remain safe, and we will continue to work to 
maintain that level of protection. 

U.S. nuclear power plants are built to withstand environmental 
hazards, including earthquakes and tsunamis. Even those plants 
located outside of areas with extensive seismic activity are de-
signed for safety in the event of such a natural disaster. And the 
NRC requires that safety significant structures, systems, and com-
ponents be designed to take into account the most severe natural 
phenomenon historically reported for the site and surrounding 
area. The NRC then adds a margin for error to account for the his-
torical data’s accuracy. This basically means that U.S. nuclear 
power plants are designed to be safe based on historical data from 
the area’s maximum credible earthquake. 

And the NRC remains attentive to any information that can be 
applied to U.S. reactors. Our focus is always on keeping plants in 
this country safe and secure. As this immediate crisis in Japan 
comes to an end, we will look at whatever information we can gain 
from the event and see if there are changes we need to make to 
our own system. 

Within the next few days, I intend to meet with my colleagues 
on the commission on the current status and to begin a discussion 
of how we will systematically and methodically review information 
from the events in Japan. In the meantime, we continue to oversee 
and monitor plants to ensure that the U.S. reactors remain safe. 

The NRC will continue to monitor the situation and provide up-
dates by our press releases and our public blog. The NRC also 
stands ready to offer further technical assistance as needed. We 
hope that this situation will be resolved soon so that Japan can 
begin to recover from this terrible tragedy. 

And I would like, if possible, to give you a brief update of what 
we believe the current status of the reactors in Japan is. There are 
essentially four reactors that we are currently monitoring as best 
we can. They are all at the Fukushima #1 site. Three of those reac-
tors were operating at the time of the earthquake and were shut 
down following their normal procedures. We believe that in general 
for these three reactors they have suffered some degree of core 
damage from insufficient cooling caused ultimately by the loss of 
offsite power and the inability of the onsite diesel generators to op-
erate successfully following the tsunami. We also believe that for 
these three reactors that seawater is being injected with reported 
stable cooling. The primary containment is described as functional. 

Now, I would note that for Unit #2 at this site we believe that 
core cooling is not stable. But also for that site believe at this time 
that primary containment is continuing to function. I would also 
note that for Unit #2 we believe that the spent fuel pool level is 
decreasing. 

For Unit #3 we believe that the spent fuel pool integrity has been 
compromised and that there has perhaps been a Zerck water inter-
action. 
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Now, in addition to the three reactors that were operating at the 
time of the incident, a fourth reactor is also right now under con-
cern. This reactor was shut down at the time of the earthquake. 
What we believe at this time is that there has been a hydrogen ex-
plosion in this unit due to an uncovering of the fuel in the fuel 
pool. We believe that secondary containment has been destroyed 
and there is no water in the spent fuel pool. And we believe that 
radiation levels are extremely high, which could possibly impact 
the ability to take corrective measures. 

For the two remaining units at this site we have an IAEA report 
that the water level was down a little bit in this spent fuel pool 
as well. And for the final reactor we don’t have any significant in-
formation at this time. 

Recently, the NRC made a recommendation that based on the 
available information that we have, that for a comparable situation 
in the United States, we would recommend an evacuation to a 
much larger radius than has currently been provided in Japan. As 
a result of this recommendation, the ambassador in Japan has 
issued a statement to American citizens that we believe it is appro-
priate to evacuate to a larger distance, up to approximately 50 
miles. 

The NRC is part of a larger effort, continues to provide assist-
ance to Japan as requested, and we will continue our efforts to 
monitor the situation with the limited data that we have available. 

So that provides a general summary of where the incident 
stands. And with that and my testimony, I would be happy to an-
swer questions you may have. Thank you. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Jaczko follows:] 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Well, Commissioner, thank you. We appreciate 
your being with us this afternoon. 

In the earlier question-and-answer period with Secretary Chu, 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. Markey, had referred to a 
finding by Mr. John Ma for—I believe his last name M-a—relating 
to the AP1000 design. And he had indicated that Mr. Ma had some 
serious reservations about the design. And I was just curious, have 
you all had the opportunity to review his concerns and have you 
come to any conclusions about that? 

Mr. JACZKO. We have done a very thorough review of the AP1000 
design relative to a large number of safety issues. As part of that 
review process, we have had a vibrant discussion among the mem-
bers of the NRC staff. We have thoroughly reviewed as part of that 
discussion the concerns by one of our staff members that you indi-
cated. And we believe based on a thorough analysis that that de-
sign going forward can be acceptable. It is right now in the process 
of additional review. It is right now out for public comment essen-
tially. We do our designs almost like a regulation, so we allow them 
to be commented on by the public. And so we are at that stage in 
the process of that review. But the concerns while we believe would 
certainly enhance the safety of the design, we don’t believe at this 
time that they are necessary to meet our strict regulations. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Right. Well, thank you for that comment. I just 
wanted to follow up on that. 

Of course, as a result of what has happened in Japan, the focus 
is on safety as it relates to nuclear, and I believe this is a safe in-
dustry. Historically, it has been a safe industry. And I know that 
in France and Japan and many other countries, a large percentage 
of their electricity comes from generation by nuclear. In the U.S. 
it takes—and you can correct me if I am wrong because I may be— 
but it takes roughly 10 years or so to obtain permitting for a nu-
clear plant. Am I in the ballpark when I say 10 years or not? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, I think right now the process is taking, I 
would say, closer to about 5 years right now to go through the per-
mitting. Now, of course, we are not finished, but we are getting 
nearer to the end of our reviews. And I like to think about this in 
a way like when I went to college. People go to college with the in-
tent to graduate in 4 years, but as you go through that process, you 
take your classes, if you do well you have a chance to get done in 
four, sometimes a little bit sooner. Some people take a little bit 
longer time depending on how things go. So as we continue to work 
with the licensees or the applicants, we have, I think, improved our 
understanding of how to make the process work effectively and effi-
ciently. So right now this has been the first-of-a-kind effort and 
something we haven’t done in a long time and it involves a new 
process. So I would say at this time I think we are moving at a 
relatively effective pace, but again, keeping our focus first and fore-
most on safety. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. And in your testimony you did say that you eval-
uated these permit applications for seismic as well as tsunami-type 
activities, correct? 

Mr. JACZKO. That is correct. We review all designs against a 
wide range of natural disasters: tsunamis, earthquakes, tornadoes, 
hurricanes. It just depends on the geographic location. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Right. But with all the publicity surrounding 
Japan right now, everyone, as I said, is certainly focused on safety 
and we are certainly thinking about the Japanese people, but with 
more focus on safety, I am not a nuclear engineer but I know that 
there is some technology based around sodium-cooled reactors. And 
I have been told that sodium-cooled reactors, that there is not a 
possibility of a meltdown and that these are smaller-type plants, 
maybe 50- to 100-megawatt plants. And I was wondering if you 
would mind commenting on that technology of sodium-cooled tech-
nology? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, we don’t currently have any specific applica-
tions in front of us for a sodium-cooled design. I would say it is a 
different type of technology than what we currently have operating 
in this country, and as a result, it presents its own challenges 
when it comes to operation. But I wouldn’t want to speculate too 
much on what those kinds of challenges are because we really 
haven’t gone through the specific review of one of these. But in 
general, with a smaller reactor, a smaller energy output, usually 
the risks are lower because you just have a smaller amount of ra-
dioactive material—— 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Right. 
Mr. JACZKO [continuing]. But as I said, sodium reactors do 

present slightly different technical challenges because of the way 
that they operate. The sodium has to be maintained in a liquid 
form and there are different types of risks and hazards that you 
would have on that type of design. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. But that type of technology, I guess, was devel-
oped in the United States at one point and there are some coun-
tries that evidently have at least some of these plants in operation. 
Is that your understanding? 

Mr. JACZKO. Yes, it is my understanding, but we don’t currently 
have any license in operating in the U.S. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. OK. Well, thank you very much. My time has ex-
pired. I would like to recognize the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. 
Rush, the ranking member. 

Mr. RUSH. I want to thank you, Mr. Chairman. And to Chairman 
Jaczko, it is good to see you and welcome to the committee. I am 
going to get my Japan question in first. 

The question in Japan that is first and foremost on the mind of 
many of my constituents in Illinois for the specific reason we have 
more reactors in Illinois than any other State. And my constituents 
are asking a simple question. And that question was summed up 
in a Fox Chicago News headline published on Sunday, ‘‘Should Illi-
nois be Worried About its Nuclear Plants?’’ And before you answer 
the question, I want to also note that Illinois lies within the new 
Madrid earthquake zone, although we do not have to worry about 
tsunamis. But what assurances can we give to the people in my 
State with as high a concentration of nuclear reactors that also sits 
on an earthquake zone? And in your answer, would you please 
speak to the possibilities and to the effect—we are in a tornado 
zone—that tornados could have on nuclear reactors? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, Congressman, at the NRC we focus every day. 
And the dedicated women and men at the NRC work every day to 
make sure that nuclear power plants in this country continue to 
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operate safely. All the nuclear power plants that are in the United 
States are reviewed against a very significant standard for seismic 
activity. We take what we can find out from the historical record 
from looking at the rocks and the geology and the seismology, we 
try and determine what we think is the largest earthquake that 
can happen in an area. And from that we do an analysis of what 
kind of effect we think that will have on the power reactor. Name-
ly, how much will the building shake or what kind of forces will 
it feel? And we require that the nuclear power plants can with-
stand that kind of event. And we actually go a little bit larger than 
that just to make sure if there are any uncertainties in our anal-
ysis. So that is a part of what we do for every reactor in the coun-
try, whether it is in the Midwest—of course, the seismic activity 
may be different in that part of the country versus another part of 
the country. 

Mr. RUSH. It seems to me, though, in Japan it wasn’t just the 
earthquake that caused the problem; it was the tsunami that really 
caused the problem. And my question is in terms of a tornado? 

Mr. JACZKO. We look at tornadoes as well. 
Mr. RUSH. All right. 
Mr. JACZKO. We actually look at all natural phenomena: hurri-

canes, tornadoes, earthquakes, tsunamis, although as you indi-
cated, some sites in the country don’t experience all of those phe-
nomena. But we look historically to make sure we have captured 
all the natural phenomena that occur. So in Illinois we certainly 
would examine the impacts of tornadoes and other extreme weath-
er events in Illinois. 

Mr. RUSH. OK. And it seems to me—I asked this question of the 
secretary this morning—that the number-one threat to nuclear fa-
cilities in this Nation is terrorists’ actions and activities and acts. 
So can you speak to how the NRC is handling the threat of terror-
ists? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, we have a very robust program that requires 
nuclear utilities to ensure that they can protect their plants 
against terrorist-type attacks. That includes a very strong program 
to do exercises once every 3 years to actually participate in a mock 
terrorist attack on the facility. And we observe that and oversee 
that and ultimately use that as a way to ensure—— 

Mr. RUSH. Once every 3 years? 
Mr. JACZKO. Once every 3 years. In addition to that, we do con-

duct our normal inspections at the facilities to make sure that all 
the security systems are in place and operating effectively. And I 
would add that in addition, following September 11, we required all 
of the nuclear power plants in this country to look at some of the 
more severe kinds of impacts and effects you could get at a nuclear 
power plant from a terrorist attack or other types of severe natural 
phenomena, and as a result, we require—— 

Mr. RUSH. My time is almost over and on Friday I am headed 
to Dresden to sort of generate a station there in rural county 
Grundy, Illinois in northern Illinois and I am going to be there 
with some of your resident inspectors on location there. So I will 
give them your regards. 
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Mr. JACZKO. Well, good. Well, I appreciate that and we are very 
fortunate to have some very fine people at our power reactors over-
seeing them. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman from Illi-
nois, Mr. Shimkus, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome, Mr. 
Jaczko. 

When did the Licensing Board return its decision denying the 
Department of Energy motion to withdraw its Yucca Mountain ap-
plication? 

Mr. JACZKO. I believe that was earlier in the—— 
Mr. SHIMKUS. End of June. 
Mr. JACZKO. End of June. Thank you. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. Isn’t it true that all commissioners participating in 

the decision-making relating to the License Board decision have al-
ready filed votes on that matter, including you? 

Mr. JACZKO. We have filed what I would consider to be prelimi-
nary views that we exchange among our colleagues on the commis-
sion. Those are views that we use, then, to inform our final deci-
sion-making. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. So you are saying you have not filed votes? 
Mr. JACZKO. We have not come to a final decision at this point. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. So it is your position you have not filed final votes? 
Mr. JACZKO. That is correct. We have not reached a final decision 

on our act, unlike perhaps here, your familiarity with voting. I 
would consider votes to be more akin almost to prepared state-
ments and remarks of members of the commission. The practice of 
the commission is to circulate those prepared remarks on any of 
the things that we do, and then, based on those circulated views, 
we work to see if there is a majority position. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. So you are saying, then, on October 29, 2010, there 
wasn’t filed votes cast by all commissioners? 

Mr. JACZKO. On October 29 I believe we had all prepared our 
written statements that we circulated among—— 

Mr. SHIMKUS. So those written statements are considered votes? 
Mr. JACZKO. They are considered votes but they are not the final 

decision of the commission. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. OK. So since you have written statements that are 

considered votes, when do you plan to schedule a commission meet-
ing? 

Mr. JACZKO. We will have a meeting and issue an order when we 
have, per statute, a majority position. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. And so you have these statements. They are con-
sidered votes but you don’t have a majority position? 

Mr. JACZKO. Correct. As I indicated, the terminology here I think 
is unfortunate. These votes are not, as I said, the final statement 
of the commission. In an adjudicatory matter, which is what this 
is, a formal hearing that we issue, the final statement—— 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Is there a minority decision already rendered—— 
Mr. JACZKO. There is no—— 
Mr. SHIMKUS [continuing]. By commissioners? 
Mr. JACZKO [continuing]. Decision by the commission at this 

point. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. By the chairman? 
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Mr. JACZKO. There is no decision by the commission. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. Was the NRC decision to close out Yucca review 

and hearing activities yours alone or one made by the full commis-
sion? 

Mr. JACZKO. That was a decision that I made as chairman of the 
Agency consistent with the budget that was prepared by the com-
mission—— 

Mr. SHIMKUS. OK. But let me ask you this question. What was 
your legal authority to do so? 

Mr. JACZKO. My legal authority was as chairman of the commis-
sion and the decision was fully consistent with appropriate law. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. No, I think your position is the budget zeroed it 
out, but I would beg to differ that you had the legal authority to 
do that. 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, I would respectfully disagree with that. 
Mr. SHIMKUS. Well, I think we will review that and follow up. 
Mr. JACZKO. And I would add if I could that following that deci-

sion—— 
Mr. SHIMKUS. I mean, you wouldn’t do anything that would be 

illegal, would you? 
Mr. JACZKO. Of course I wouldn’t. Following the decision to begin 

the closedown activities of the Yucca Mountain project—— 
Mr. SHIMKUS. Begging to differ, I think it is a stated federal posi-

tion by law that Yucca Mountain should be opened. That is the 
legal authority. There is no legal authority to close Yucca Moun-
tain. The only authority that has been rendered is the administra-
tion in compliance with Majority Leader Reid to pull funding. But 
there is no legal authority to close Yucca Mountain by law. 

Mr. JACZKO. As I indicated, our action is consistent with all ap-
propriate appropriations law and any other statutes that we have. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. You better be double-checking your facts because 
we are not through with this debate on legal authority. And I hope 
you are well prepared. We have been told that the courts may not 
rule on whether or not the commission’s position is legally defen-
sible until the full commission takes a position. But you seem to 
be preventing that vote from occurring. If the court runs out of pa-
tience and does rule, will you abide by the court’s decision and act 
promptly to carry it out? 

Mr. JACZKO. The Agency will act according to any legal decision 
by the courts or any act of Congress. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I yield back. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman from 

California, Mr. Green, for 5 minutes. 
Mr. GREEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Welcome, Mr. Jaczko. 

And I know you are busy and I appreciate you coming back to our 
committee. And I know last week you and I talked about the Presi-
dent’s budget and the proposals to go back to fiscal year 2008 for 
your funding and we both expressed concerns about the layoff of 
hundreds of workers and particularly what happened in Japan. Ob-
viously, this is not the time to go after our Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. So share that and hopefully that message will get to 
other folks. 

Let me talk about a local issue because I think all politics is 
local, as is what has happened in Japan. Texas has 1 proposed nu-
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clear plant that is pending at the OMB. And they are receiving 
their funding from CPS Energy, NRG, and Tokyo Electric Power 
Company, which presents part of the problem. One of the sites ex-
perienced problems. They own one of the sites that is experiencing 
the problems in Japan. And so knowing what may happen with 
their potential investment, CPS Energy and NRG have announced 
they have trouble finding new investors. Again, part of it is the 
market. We have low natural gas prices and for someone to buy 
into a long-term investment of nuclear power, which our country 
needs but we may not be able to get the investors. Can you talk 
about the review process for new plants like Texas and how long 
NRC and OMB processes are taking? It seems like I have worked 
on the congressional side now for a number of years to get the ex-
pansion at the South Texas plant that is just southwest of Houston 
and just to see just some information on how long it took, for exam-
ple, for that expansion that goes through both your process and the 
OMB? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, right now the South Texas project was one of 
the first applications that we received for new licensing. The review 
that we do for that project will be focused, for sure, on safety and 
security. That is always our primary focus. 

We are continuing to do that review. We are nearing some sig-
nificant milestones as we work to complete the actual design re-
views for that type of reactor. That design review right now is out 
for public comment as part of our process and we anticipate having 
that back in and working to resolve the comments over the sum-
mer. If we resolve those comments and it is successful, then we 
would move forward with completing the final reviews that are nec-
essary, possibly perhaps within 12 months or so. 

But as I said, I want to reiterate our focus fundamentally, first 
and foremost, is on the safety and security of these designs. 

Mr. GREEN. When you said it was one of the first applications, 
can you tell me the time frame when that was filed? 

Mr. JACZKO. It was approximately, I believe, 2007. However, we 
immediately within several months had to suspend our review be-
cause the applicant in that case made a change in the vendor that 
they were using to support the design. So that took about a year, 
year and a half to work through that particular issue on the part 
of the applicant. 

Mr. GREEN. OK. I know the concern, literally, for the whole 
world and particularly for our own country, if what we are doing, 
making sure we are learning from what has happened to Japan— 
and I understand the Texas plant southwest of Houston has actu-
ally three safety backup systems instead of two. and it is my un-
derstanding that Texas emergency power sources are separate and 
watertight. We don’t have a problem on the Gulf Coast with, you 
know, tsunamis or earthquakes. We do have a hurricane every once 
in a while and tornadoes. But I understand that they have water-
tight concrete buildings that could withstand a hurricane or storm 
surges and even earthquakes. But like I said, I don’t think in geo-
logical time we have had an earthquake along the Gulf Coast. Our 
soil is too soft. But the Agency actually looked at that plant and 
all the applications, like you said, for safety. 
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Mr. JACZKO. That is correct. We look at all the plants for a vari-
ety of natural phenomena. And on the Gulf Coast than can include 
seismic activity, hurricanes, and other types of events. And we do 
have some analyses to look at tsunamis along the Gulf Coast and 
portions of the Atlantic coast. Those wouldn’t be expected to be 
tsunamis that are the same magnitude as ones we could—— 

Mr. GREEN. That particular plant is about 11 miles inland. It is 
not right on the coast. I know there have been technological ad-
vances. I am almost out of time. But sometime I would like if your 
staff could provide to the committee separately some of the techno-
logical advances in the current and proposed plants in the United 
States as compared to, for example, what has happened in Japan 
with the tsunami and also the earthquake. 

Mr. JACZKO. We can certainly provide that. 
Mr. GREEN. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Upton, is 

recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. UPTON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And again, Chairman, we 

welcome you here today. And I just want to say a couple things at 
the beginning. 

First of all, I certainly did appreciate our meeting that we had 
several weeks ago. I know we both discussed Yucca. We may have 
a different view but we are going to have ample time in Mr. 
Shimkus’ subcommittee with all the commissioners sometime this 
spring to fully talk about that and ask a good number of questions. 

As you know, I—as you do—we both support safe nuclear power. 
We both support appropriate and rigorous oversight of all of our 
104 sites around the country. And I, too, appreciated the visit that 
I paid to the NRC several years ago and viewed firsthand the NRC 
operations center and looked in in terms of your day-to-day activi-
ties to make sure that things are safe. 

Could you tell us what specifically the functions are of the 11 
folks that you have sent to Japan and what they are doing and 
they are reporting back to you and some of the information you 
might have received? 

Mr. JACZKO. The 11 individuals that we have in Japan are pro-
viding a variety of services. They are helping to organize the look 
at the reactors, the nuclear look at the reactors and helping to pro-
vide a good coordinated team to provide assistance to the embassy 
in Japan. 

Mr. UPTON. So does Japan have a similar operation like we have 
in terms of the operations center that I visited in Maryland out 
there? 

Mr. JACZKO. It is my understanding they do but I am not terribly 
familiar with—— 

Mr. UPTON. But they are in Tokyo, right? They are not at the 
Fukushima site? 

Mr. JACZKO. Our staff is in Tokyo working to interface with their 
counterparts in the Japanese nuclear regulatory authority. 

Mr. UPTON. And you announced that our ambassador now has 
urged all Americans to move at least 50 miles away. What reaction 
did you receive from your counterparts in Japan and the govern-
ment there? 

Mr. JACZKO. I am not familiar of any reaction. 
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Mr. UPTON. But that announcement was made very shortly, 
right? 

Mr. JACZKO. It was made about 45 minutes ago. 
Mr. UPTON. You talked about the four different reactor vessels 

and the status of the four. Do you know where the hydrogen explo-
sion was in the fourth reactor? 

Mr. JACZKO. At this point we don’t know that kind of specific in-
formation. But we believe that there was a hydrogen explosion at 
some point, likely because the spent fuel in that reactor has lost 
its cooling and at some point, then, was producing some degree of 
hydrogen. And that ultimately accumulated and led to an explo-
sion. 

Mr. UPTON. And was that explosion today, U.S. time today? 
Mr. JACZKO. No, it occurred several days earlier. We can get you 

the exact date and time as we know it. 
Mr. UPTON. OK. As it relates to your budget—remember that 

was the original ask for you to be here today—what is your budget 
for safety oversight as part of the NRC? 

Mr. JACZKO. The bulk of our budget, probably about 3⁄4 of our 
budget goes to the reactor safety work, about 77 percent. It is 
slightly over approximately $800 million. 

Mr. UPTON. So does that include the personnel? Because I visited 
my two sites in my district and I would welcome you and I know 
you that you indicated a willingness to come out. But on all of my 
visits I have always stopped to say and welcome the oversight of 
your staff that has been there. 

Mr. JACZKO. Yes, most of our budget goes to our staff. We have 
mostly salaries and benefits. We have a small portion of our budget 
that is contracting dollars, but the bulk of it, about 60 percent, is 
the salaries and benefits of the staff. 

Mr. UPTON. And do you have any reason to believe that your pro-
posed budget is not adequate to assess and monitor the nuclear 
power plant safety systems? I mean, do you feel that it fits the bill? 

Mr. JACZKO. At this time we believe it is a sufficient request that 
will allow us to do the work we need to make sure that plants stay 
safe. The only caveat I would add is that as we continue to review 
the situation in Japan, if it becomes apparent that we would need 
additional resources to address issues related to the situation in 
Japan, then we would perhaps have to come back and ask for addi-
tional resources for that. 

Mr. UPTON. Well, I was going to ask you if you thought you were 
going to need—will you be able to determine that within the next 
couple of weeks? 

Mr. JACZKO. I intend to meet with the commission within the 
next several days and begin looking at the kinds of questions we 
have to answer. And I think that will be one of the first. But first 
we want to kind of systematically figure out what it is that we 
need to look at and what are the important sources of information. 

Mr. UPTON. But you don’t really have a reserve cushion today to 
do that, is that correct? 

Mr. JACZKO. At this time—— 
Mr. UPTON. For fiscal year 2011? 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 14:21 Oct 26, 2011 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00109 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 P:\MY DOCS\HEARINGS 112\112-20 031611\112-20 CHRIS



104 

Mr. JACZKO. At this time I would say we don’t necessarily have 
that. But again, I would like to take a look at that first before I 
make any conclusions. 

Mr. UPTON. OK. Well, again, I appreciate your willingness to be 
up here on a day as tough as it is today. And we appreciate your 
answers and look forward to working with you on a host of issues. 
Thank you. I yield back. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I recognize the gentleman from California for 5 
minutes, Mr. Waxman. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Jaczko, you de-
scribe a pretty dire situation in Japan. I want to ask you about 
this. An official from the European Union today used the word 
apocalypse to describe the potential damage that could occur in 
Japan. What is your reaction to this comment? Could Japan be fac-
ing widespread devastation from a nuclear meltdown or radiation 
release? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, I don’t really want to speculate too much at 
this point on what could happen. I think people are working really 
very diligently to try and address the situation. It is a very serious 
situation without a doubt. And that is part of the reason why I 
thought it was important for the Agency to make the statement it 
did that we thought in a comparable situation in the United States 
we would have issued evacuation instructions to a larger distance 
away from the plant. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Yes. 
Mr. JACZKO. So it is a very serious situation. And efforts are on-

going to try and resolve it. but it will be some time, I think, before 
it is finally resolved. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Well, you said that you are recommending an evac-
uation of U.S. citizens within 50 miles. What are the risks that are 
causing you to make this recommendation? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, it is based on an assessment of the current 
conditions of the site. Because of the damage to the spent fuel pool, 
we believe that there is very significant radiation levels likely 
around the site. And given that the reactors, the 3 reactors that 
were operating, given that they are operating with more of a 
backup to a backup, if you will, to a safety cooling system, if any-
thing goes wrong with that, it would be very difficult for emergency 
workers to get into the site and perform emergency actions to help 
maintain that cooling. So there is the likelihood that the cooling 
functions could be lost, and if they are lost, it may be difficult to 
replace them, and that could lead to a more significant damage to 
the fuel and potentially some type of release. So as a prudent 
measure with a comparable situation here in the United States, we 
would likely be looking at an evacuation to a larger distance. 

Mr. WAXMAN. So is it the spent fuel problem in this Unit 4 where 
there is no water covering the fuel rods? Is that the greatest con-
cern you have at the moment? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, I think it is all of the factors together really. 
It is the combination. And so, yes, there is the possibility of this 
progressing further. And so, as I said, in this country we would 
probably take the prudent step of issuing an evacuation to a larger 
distance. 
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Mr. WAXMAN. High levels of radiation are being released from 
the pool, is that right? 

Mr. JACZKO. We believe that around the reactor site that there 
are high levels of radiation. Again, we have very limited data so 
I don’t want to speculate too much. 

Mr. WAXMAN. And what would be the significance of that? 
Mr. JACZKO. Well, first and foremost, it would mean that it 

would be very difficult for emergency workers to get near to the re-
actors. The doses that they could experience would potentially be 
lethal doses in a very short period of time. So that is a very signifi-
cant development and largely is what prompted the Agency to 
make the statement that it did. 

Mr. WAXMAN. And if the emergency workers cannot get in there 
because of the danger to themselves, what would be the possibility 
then to deal with this problem of the spent fuels? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, again, I don’t want to speculate too much be-
cause, again, we don’t have direct information about the conditions 
on the ground. But it is certainly a difficult situation and one that 
needs to be addressed. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Well, you describe serious risk at these facilities. 
Can you describe what you think are the highest risks and why? 

Mr. JACZKO. At the sites in Japan? 
Mr. WAXMAN. Yes. 
Mr. JACZKO. I think right now, as I think it has been the situa-

tion from the beginning, the efforts are to continue to keep the re-
actors cool, the three reactors that were operating at the time of 
the earthquake. And that is right now being done with a variety 
of different systems, and again, in more of a nontraditional way be-
cause they have lost a lot of their electrical power in their offsite 
power capabilities. 

In addition, the other risk is really to the spent fuel that may 
be in the spent fuel pools for possibly up to six of the reactors at 
the site. So keeping those pools filled with water and keeping that 
fuel cooled is also then the primary concerns. 

Mr. WAXMAN. And what is the significance of the report of a 
crack in the unit itself, in the containment unit? 

Mr. JACZKO. I want to be clear. Certainly, the indication that I 
was referring to was a crack possibly in the spent fuel pool on one 
of the other units. And the significance of that would be if there 
is a crack then there is the possibility of water draining from that 
pool and perhaps an inability to maintain the appropriate level of 
water in the pool, which could lead to damage of the fuel in that 
pool. 

Mr. WAXMAN. What would you say is the best case now for Japan 
and what do you think might be the worst case? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, I think certainly the efforts are to continue to 
provide cooling of the reactors and to do everything possible to pro-
vide cooling to the spent fuel pools. Again, I don’t want to speculate 
on what could happen because, you know, it is a very dynamic situ-
ation and there are, you know, certainly a lot of efforts that are 
being undertaken with efforts of the U.S. Government in par-
ticular. I want to emphasize that this is really a U.S. Government 
response. The NRC is playing one small part but other assets have 
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been located from other parts of the U.S. Government and are 
being provided to help provide this cooling and do what we can. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Thank you very much. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman from Texas, Mr. Barton, is recog-

nized 5 minutes. 
Mr. BARTON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you, Chair-

man, for being here on what is obviously a very difficult day for 
you. 

You may have answered some of these questions before or you 
may have even commented on them in your opening statement so 
I apologize if I ask something that has already been addressed. 

My understanding is that the safety systems at the power plants 
or the reactors in Japan are an older technology that requires an 
active backup and that the licenses that you are reviewing now 
have a different system that is a passive backup, i.e. if something 
happens catastrophic, the system automatically shuts itself down 
and the cooling system can perpetuate itself without outside power. 
Is that correct? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, I wouldn’t necessarily want to comment too 
much on the Japanese sites because they are designed a little bit 
different from the designs we have that are similar in this country. 
But we are reviewing new reactors that do operate on what they 
call a ‘‘passive cooling system.’’ It is not all of the designs that we 
are reviewing, however. It is only two of the designs that we are 
looking at but—— 

Mr. BARTON. Well, my understanding is that there is—and cor-
rect me if I am wrong—that there is one new nuclear power plant 
under construction and that is the Southern Company facility in 
Georgia and that their safety system is a passive safety system. Of 
course you won’t have a tsunami in central Georgia but you could 
have an earthquake. And if there were to be an earthquake that 
it would automatically shut itself down without outside interven-
tion and the coolant is a gravity-flow cooling system that self-per-
petuates itself, again, without any outside power. Is that correct? 

Mr. JACZKO. That is correct. The system that is used for that 
particular design, which is the AP1000, does essentially rely on 
gravity to initiate circulation of water through the reactor and then 
naturally circulate based on the heat flow. It will circulate without 
the use of offsite power. However, there are other safety systems 
that do rely on the offsite power and—— 

Mr. BARTON. But we could say in the instance of the 1 new plant 
that is currently under construction, what happened in Japan, as-
suming the construction of the plant is robust enough that the con-
tainment is not destroyed by the earthquake in terms of cooling the 
reactors and shutting down the reactors, they would be shut down 
and they would stay cool. 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, again, I wouldn’t necessarily want to speculate 
on everything. We don’t really know what happened in Japan. We 
obviously know there was an earthquake. We know that there was 
a tsunami. We know a lot of safety systems haven’t functioned as 
would be needed. So, you know, at this point I don’t really want 
to speculate on how that applies to any U.S. facilities until we have 
a chance to really do a methodical and systematic—— 
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Mr. BARTON. I am not asking you to speculate on what happened 
in Japan. I am asking specifically if an earthquake hit the power 
plant in Georgia, based on your Agency’s review of their safety de-
sign, would it withstand that earthquake? 

Mr. JACZKO. All of the plants that we have licensed and all of 
the plants that we are currently reviewing will meet strict safety 
standards for earthquakes and other natural phenomena. So cer-
tainly, for the existing plants we believe absolutely that they can 
withstand an earthquake and they can meet the high standards 
that we have put in place. In the new plants we are still continuing 
our review. We haven’t completed our review so I don’t want to pre-
judge the outcome of that by making any final determinations. 

Mr. BARTON. OK. But you are allowing this plant in Georgia to 
be constructed, so you have approved something. 

Mr. JACZKO. It is a preliminary approval for a limited amount of 
construction activity that is not related to the most safety signifi-
cant systems at this time. 

Mr. BARTON. Now, in general, for each plant in the United 
States, regardless of where it is located, does it have a minimum 
safety requirement to withstand an earthquake? 

Mr. JACZKO. That is true. All the plants have a requirement to 
be designed to deal with the kinds of earthquakes we would expect 
in about a 200-mile radius from that nuclear power plant. 

Mr. BARTON. Now, obviously, if a plant is in an area that is more 
prone to earthquakes, it might have a higher requirement than a 
plant that is in a location that has never had an earthquake in 500 
years, but they all have to withstand some base-case earthquake 
design criteria? 

Mr. JACZKO. That is correct. They all have to withstand what we 
think is the maximum expected earthquake from the historical 
record within about 200 miles of that site. 

Mr. BARTON. Now, I am told that the earthquake that hit Japan 
is order of magnitude the fifth most powerful ever recorded any-
where in the world. So that is obviously a very powerful earth-
quake. In the United States is the design criteria currently for that 
level of an earthquake or is it for an earthquake that would be, 
say, the standard of the earthquake that hit San Francisco in 
1906? 

Mr. JACZKO. Would you like me to answer? 
Mr. BARTON. I would like you to answer. 
Mr. JACZKO. I think it is important—I want to try and give a 

demonstration. I think we talk a lot about the magnitude of the 
earthquake, and that is not really what the NRC looks at. If you 
look at the cup of water that I have over here and you think of that 
as the nuclear reactor, the earthquake would be—I probably should 
fill up the water glass. 

Mr. BARTON. This is going to make TV so do it right. 
Mr. JACZKO. I practiced it before I started. So if you think of this 

as the nuclear power plant, when you talk about the magnitude of 
the earthquake, it would be like me hitting the table with my fist. 
So something like that. And you will see that it makes the glass 
over here vibrate. That is what we actually measure and we design 
our nuclear power plants around is that shaking of the power 
plant. So the actual impact depends upon where I hit in relation 
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to the glass. So if you have a large earthquake like this that is very 
far away may not have the same impact on a site as an earthquake 
that is maybe a little bit less but much closer. So something like 
that. So we actually worry more about—we look at all of the dif-
ferent earthquakes that could happen in this region and we look 
at what that shaking is and we make sure that that shaking can 
handle what we think are the maximum historical earthquakes in 
that region. Now—— 

Mr. BARTON. No, go ahead. 
Mr. JACZKO. Sorry. 
Mr. BARTON. Summarize. 
Mr. JACZKO. In addition to that, we know that we don’t always 

know everything. So we have done a lot of studies over the years 
to look at earthquakes and phenomena beyond that kind of design 
earthquake, and we have had the plants go back and look and see 
if there are things that they could do to ensure that they would be 
able to better withstand some possible earthquake that nobody has 
thought of or seen at this point. And so we have what we call se-
vere accident programs that all of the utilities have where they 
have procedures and they have ability to mitigate that kind of 
more severe event that may not ever have occurred in a particular 
region. So it is a multi-layered system of defense. 

And if I could just briefly summarize one other point, in addition 
to that, following September 11, we required all of the nuclear re-
actors in this country to pre-stage equipment that can perform this 
emergency last—kind of—ditch effort cooling to the reactor and the 
spent fuel. And that is a variety of procedures and different types 
of equipment that are required to be at the reactor sites. And we 
have inspected the reactors to make sure that they have that. So, 
you know, that gives you another level of defense beyond, really, 
just what the design of the reactor is. 

Mr. BARTON. Thank you. And thank you for the chair’s courtesy 
in letting him answer that question. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentlelady from California is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Mrs. CAPPS. And Mr. Chairman, if you wouldn’t mind granting 
me a little consideration. I represent Diablo Canyon Nuclear Facil-
ity and I have three questions. But something was stated earlier 
that I believe needs to be clarified just for the record if I could ask 
the chairman in addition to thanking him for his testimony, did 
you say that Unit 4 in Japan in the incident there that there was 
no water in Unit 4 surrounding the spent fuel and that Unit 3 was 
in danger of losing the water source? 

Mr. JACZKO. We believe at this point that Unit 4 may have lost 
a significant inventory if not lost all of its water. 

Mrs. CAPPS. And that Unit 3 is in danger? 
Mr. JACZKO. Well, what we know at Unit 3 is that there is pos-

sibly—again, and our information is limited so we do—well, we be-
lieve that there is a crack in the spent fuel pool for Unit 3 as well, 
which could lead to a loss of water in that pool. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Thank you. Diablo Canyon Nuclear Facility in my 
congressional district sits on the Hosgri Fault Zone, then in 2008 
the U.S. Geological Survey informed the utility that a new fault 
had been found near Diablo Canyon. It is called the Shoreline 
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Fault. You are well aware about the California law requiring the 
Energy Commission to perform reviews of the seismic issues associ-
ated with our State’s nuclear plants, sir. The Energy Commission 
recommended and our State PUC directed that independent peer- 
reviewed advanced seismic studies be performed prior to applying 
for re-licensure. Do you think the NRC should take advantage of 
the talent, expertise, and resources available in California so that 
all information on seismic issues could be analyzed with the goal 
of avoiding a costly duplication? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, ultimately, we have to make decision as an 
Agency based on the technical review that we as an Agency do. 
And again, I can’t get too far into some of these issues because we 
do have an ongoing hearing related to some of the very points that 
you have raised. So in our hearing process we are prohibited from 
discussing those things outside the context of the commission. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Right. I will tell you what it seems to me—— 
Mr. JACZKO. Yes. 
Mrs. CAPPS [continuing]. And to my constituents that having the 

best eyes and minds in our country working together looking at the 
seismic issues makes the most sense. First and foremost, for my 
constituents this is about safety. But seismic concerns also impact 
affordable and reliable generation as well. So I hope that this issue 
can be revisited not to take away from the responsibility and au-
thority of the federal agency but to work with other agencies. And 
I look forward to working with you as we go along in this area. 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, Congresswoman, if I could just briefly say—— 
Mrs. CAPPS. Sure. 
Mr. JACZKO [continuing]. We actually did host a workshop within 

the last year, actually, that brought together a lot of these tech-
nical experts to have a discussion for the point that you said. We 
certainly are always open to hearing information from any tech-
nical expert that can provide information to us. So I just want to 
make the point that in the end the decision-making has to come 
from our—— 

Mrs. CAPPS. Right. 
Mr. JACZKO [continuing]. Expert staff. 
Mrs. CAPPS. Right. Here is another question. My constituents 

have become increasingly concerned about the preparation for a 
station blackout event. If power is lost, they want to be assured 
that backup power will be available throughout the duration of an 
accident in order to prevent fuel melting. In the last half-decade 
both California reactors have been cited by you, by the NRC, for 
instances in which both backup diesel generators were down or 
there were problems involving battery power availability. In such 
instances, merely citations were given to the utilities. Should the 
NRC reevaluate its regulations and perhaps increase the penalties 
for such infractions in light of the accident in Japan as an incentive 
to force better compliance from the nuclear operators? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, as I said, we intend to do a very systematic 
and methodical look at any lessons we can learn from this Japa-
nese incident. And I certainly will keep your suggestion in mind as 
something for us to take a look at. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Finally, I would like you to address some safety 
issues in the event of an earthquake and a simultaneous accident 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 14:21 Oct 26, 2011 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00115 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 P:\MY DOCS\HEARINGS 112\112-20 031611\112-20 CHRIS



110 

in a nuclear plant. Diablo Canyon has a workable evacuation plan. 
They would not be able to operate without one. But as you may 
know, there is basically only one way in and out of San Luis 
Obispo, narrow Highway 1 along the coast. The NRC has ruled 
that it was non-credible that there could ever be multiple catas-
trophes such as an earthquake and a meltdown at the plant. This 
is the quote from the NRC. ‘‘The commission has determined that 
the chance of such a bizarre concentration of events occurring is ex-
tremely small. Not only is this conclusion well supported by the 
record evidence, it accords most imminently with common-sense no-
tions of statistic probability.’’ That is the end of their quote. 

Now, we have just witnessed an earthquake, a tsunami, and a 
nuclear meltdown all occurring sequence. I want to ask the com-
mission, if you would on my behalf, do they still believe the chance 
of this bizarre concentration of events is merely hypothetical? Do 
you think this decision should be revisited in light of the events in 
Japan? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, I certainly will take your suggestion back to 
the commission. I would want to review that entire document in its 
entirety because certainly we do examine the possibility of earth-
quakes as an initiating event for a possible reactor problem. Of 
course, we believe we have systems in place that would, (1), really 
prevent any kind of core damage from that but (2), if there is sub-
sequent problems, we have mitigating strategies in other ways to 
cope with those. So I would be happy to take a look at that docu-
ment in its entirety. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Thank you. And just in conclusion, Mr. Chairman, 
that is what they said 2 weeks ago, no doubt, in Japan as well. I 
have enormous anxiety and sadness over the events that happened 
there. And here we have seen in the past year our three major 
sources of energy that this country uses, coal, oil, and nuclear, all 
experiencing tragic accidents. And I do look forward to working 
with your commission on the number-one goal of keeping our en-
ergy sources safe. Thank you. 

Mr. JACZKO. Thank you. And Congresswoman, if I could just add, 
of course, you understand we have not had any nuclear incidents 
in the last year in this country. The incidents were another coun-
try. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman from West Virginia, Mr. McKin-
ley, is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In light of what has 
happened in Japan, I assume the NRC still has the authority to 
grant the permits for continuing the design implementation of nu-
clear facility? 

Mr. JACZKO. Certainly. The Agency is an independent regulatory 
agency. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Is there any delay or are you hearing anything 
that would set up—I would expect some extension might be nec-
essary but what would you suggest is a reasonable time frame for 
someone making an application? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, as I said, I think the process of reviewing an 
application for a nuclear power plant is a very complicated process. 
And this is the first time we are doing this, the first time we have 
done it in a long time. So I think there is going to be some lessons 
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that we learned, both the applicant and the Agency. I am sorry. I 
don’t want to get into kind of speculating how long or surmising 
how long I think it should happen. I would just say that we will 
do the thorough job we need to—— 

Mr. MCKINLEY. OK. 
Mr. JACZKO [continuing]. Do to ensure safety of—— 
Mr. MCKINLEY. Given that this also is for budgeting, do you have 

some R&D money allocated for researching alternate uses for spent 
fuel rods? 

Mr. JACZKO. We currently in our budget right now have signifi-
cant resources that we are using to look at spent fuel, the safety 
and security of spent fuel and transportation. We have a small 
piece of our budget that is looking at reprocessing and developing 
a framework for reprocessing, which would be perhaps what you 
are referring to—— 

Mr. MCKINLEY. If you could send more to me, I would like to 
know a little bit more about it. 

And let us go to the Yucca Mountain just for a moment. I don’t 
know whether it is anecdotal or I know, of course, the application 
has been withdrawn but it was my understanding that consumers 
are still paying on their utility bills funds for that project. Is that 
accurate? 

Mr. JACZKO. I believe it is, although I would add that that is not 
an area that the NRC has authority over. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. But is that accurate? 
Mr. JACZKO. I believe it is, but again, I don’t follow that very 

closely other than generally what I read in the press. 
Mr. MCKINLEY. OK. I am just curious because from what I un-

derstand that we are collecting money for something that is never 
going to happen. You don’t understand that? 

What about Shippingport? I think that was the first facility we 
had in this country, isn’t it? Was that ’65? ’63? When was 
Shippingport opened? 

Mr. JACZKO. I don’t have the exact date of the initial license but 
it was very early on in the U.S. Nuclear Program. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. In light of the circumstances—and maybe I don’t 
want to do a knee-jerk reaction at all to this —but will you be look-
ing at some of the older facilities what new technology or has 
Shippingport been upgraded all along? 

Mr. JACZKO. Shippingport is no longer an operating reactor. 
Mr. MCKINLEY. It is no longer in operation at all? So what hap-

pens when Shippingport goes out? 
Mr. JACZKO. Any of the reactors when they go out of service are 

eventually decommissioned. And we have decommissioned a large 
number of reactors in this country. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. OK. There was also a story in the media that one 
of our naval vessels sailed through a cloud out off Japan’s—were 
you aware of that? 

Mr. JACZKO. Yes. We did have indications that the early days of 
this incident the reactor was going through a process that involves 
venting steam that accumulates in the reactor containment struc-
ture. And that steam needs to be released in order to reduce the 
pressures in that containment vessel, which is one of the important 
barriers to—— 
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Mr. MCKINLEY. Could that have been avoided, the ship going 
through that? Could that have been avoided? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, my understanding was they were performing 
activities to support search-and-rescue efforts in Japan and that 
the doses that they were experiencing were from that particular 
plume were not doses that would have a significant impact to 
health and safety. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. That is all. I yield back my time. Thank you very 
much. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. At this time I recognize the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts, Mr. Markey, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARKEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Welcome. 
What interim safety measures are you going to require while you 

study the issue? In Germany they are taking interim steps right 
now, as well as Switzerland, China, Venezuela. Are there any steps 
you would like to announce that you are going to take in order to 
ensure that the plants in our country are safe? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, Congressman, we continue every day to make 
sure that the plants are safe. And at this time we don’t have any 
specific actions that we think are necessary to add to the safety of 
the facilities beyond what we do. 

Mr. MARKEY. Are there any interim advisories that you are going 
to send out? After 9/11 the NRC sent out some interim advisories. 
After Fukushima are you planning on doing that? 

Mr. JACZKO. We do intend to send out what we refer to as a Reg-
ulatory Information Summary. That will generally characterize the 
event in Japan. Again, at this point we don’t have detailed infor-
mation. But that will remind licensees of, of course, their obliga-
tions under their existing license, but as well as these additional 
measures that I talked about to these severe accident types of 
strategies, as well as the efforts that we implemented after 9/11 to 
put in place these systems and procedures to ensure that they 
could provide emergency cooling to the reactor if necessary. 

Mr. MARKEY. Going back to the question which Chairman 
Whitfield asked you about, Dr. Ma and his concern about the 
AP1000 design, you said with your vote that ‘‘while it is clear that 
the use of ductile material in all areas of the shield building would 
provide an additional enhancement to safety, that I am not con-
vinced that such a design requirement exists.’’ After what is going 
on in Japan right now, would you reconsider that in order to per-
haps consider adding that ductile material as part of the process 
of the construction of AP1000 plants? 

Mr. JACZKO. As I said, I think we will do a very thorough review 
of the information from Japan. And we don’t anticipate getting to 
a final decision on that design at least until the end of the summer. 
So I think there will be plenty of information from our review at 
that time to inform that decision. 

Mr. MARKEY. Yes. As you know, I authored legislation in 2002 
that required the distribution of a potassium iodide to residents liv-
ing within a 20-mile radius of nuclear power plants based upon a 
Sandia study, because we learned after Chernobyl that this cheap 
medication can prevent cancers caused by radioactive iodine. The 
Bush White House ignored my language and blocked an effort by 
HHS to implement it. In fact, they even took away HHS’ power to 
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complete its KI distribution guidelines. The Obama administration 
has not implemented it even though the surgeon general has just 
said yesterday that she thought it was a worthwhile precaution for 
West Coast residents. Don’t you think that distribution of potas-
sium iodide to residents within 20 miles of nuclear power plants is 
a common-sense measure that should be implemented? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, the particular protective actions that would be 
issued for any nuclear power plant incident are ultimately the re-
sponsibilities of the state and local governments. They have that 
primary on-the-ground responsibility to decide how to deal with an 
accident. So—— 

Mr. MARKEY. But the plants are licensed by the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, not by the states. You are the Agency of exper-
tise in terms of the spread of nuclear materials, not state officials. 
Do you believe that it is advisable to look at a 20-mile radius for 
distribution of potassium iodide? 

Mr. JACZKO. The current policy of the commission is that potas-
sium iodide would be one of the protective action that could be con-
sidered within what we call our emergency—— 

Mr. MARKEY. The Bush guideline was that for 10 to 20 miles, 
people should just start running or ducking under their bed. There 
is no other medicine. So is there a recommendation from you that 
they should look at potassium iodide for the 10- to 20-mile radius? 

Mr. JACZKO. Again, I would really in many ways defer to state 
and local governments as they believe that that is appropriate. I 
think there certainly are many protective actions that could be 
taken. 

Mr. MARKEY. I just don’t think that they have the expertise look-
ing at the probabilistic risk assessment of the likelihood of an acci-
dent in terms of having KI there. Now, the San Onofre reactor is 
also rated to withstand a 7.0 earthquake. Should we be retrofitting 
those reactors to ensure that they can withstand much stronger 
earthquakes? The IAEA warned Japan 2 years ago that their nu-
clear power plants were not designed well enough to withstand a 
strong earthquake and they were only able to withstand a 7.0 
earthquake. That is what San Onofre is designed to withstand. 
Should we be looking at retrofitting of the San Onofre plant and 
plants like that? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, as I said, the plants are actually designed to 
the ground motion and the shaking that you would get at any facil-
ity. And that is based on what we think is the maximum earth-
quake that has occurred in any particular area. So it doesn’t di-
rectly necessarily mean a 7.0 earthquake. It is what we think is 
the maximum credible earthquake. And I continue to believe that 
that is the appropriate standard for the Agency. But again, we will 
take a look at all of the information we have from Japan as that 
comes in and if we have to make modifications to our requirements, 
we will. 

Mr. MARKEY. I would just hope that maximum credible earth-
quake would be reexamined after what has happened in Chile, 
New Zealand, and Japan, we being in the other part of that earth-
quake zone that is yet to have an earthquake so that we do have 
the proper protections. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman from Louisiana, Mr. Cassidy, is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Thank you, sir. I am a physician so I am going to 
speak about it and sound like a physician. In effect, there is going 
to be a postmortem done on that accident and folks are going to 
go in there and see what went wrong and learn from it to ideally 
keep it from occurring again. Now, are there going to be people 
from industry invited to that party if you will or to that post-
mortem or will it only be academia and government? It seems all 
3 need to be there. And so I don’t think I have heard you men-
tioned having industry there to kind of, well, what do we do? 
Thoughts? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, we haven’t yet decided how we will go about 
our review but I want it to be systematic and methodical. Those 
are the two words that I think are most important right now. And 
in our normal practice as an Agency, we always reach out to—there 
is not just industry but public interest groups and other members 
of the public. So I would expect that whatever we do as part of this 
process will have a significant public involvement. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Now, let me ask because when I toured the nuclear 
power plant near my home—I am from Louisiana so it is the River 
Bend Nuclear Power Plant—and as I recall they were coming up 
with a failsafe mechanisms to keep the generators running even if 
there was something dire that happened to the plant. I gather 
what has happened here is that the tsunami, because the diesel 
was on the ground, washed away the diesel so they were unable 
to run the generators. So just for the reassurance to folks here and 
frankly my city if you will, it seems that we have been proactive 
on that particular issue so that there is a backup to the backup to 
the backup to keep the generators running to pump the water in 
case—you see where I am going with that. 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, we do. And again, I don’t want to speculate 
on exactly what happened in Japan because we really just don’t 
know yet. 

Mr. CASSIDY. I think I am channeling CNN right now. 
Mr. JACZKO. All the diesel generators at nuclear power plants in 

this country are considered vital equipment. The emergency diesel 
generators are vital pieces of equipment, so they are designed as 
with the other safety-significant structures and components to be 
able to withstand the natural phenomenon. So depending on the 
plant that could be hurricanes, tornadoes, tsunamis, earthquakes, 
whatever the natural phenomena are that are relevant to a par-
ticular site. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Knowing that we are not speculating on what hap-
pened in Japan but just to go to the point, the backup generators, 
to keep those cooling units running, we have proactively addressed 
this in this country and there is a way if Hurricane Katrina comes 
through and hits my State and 1 system goes out, there is another 
system to keep it running. Is that my understanding? 

Mr. JACZKO. That is correct. Each reactor has at least two diesel 
generators. In the event that one of them can’t perform its func-
tion, there will be an additional. In addition to that, many sites 
have what we call a station blackout diesel or some other type of 
electrical power supply that can function in the event that those 
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primary emergency diesel generators are not operating. And then, 
of course, in addition to that, as I have referred to, all of the plants 
in this country have been required to look at pre-staging other ad-
ditional emergency equipment that could deal with this kind of sit-
uation. 

Mr. CASSIDY. You mentioned that. 
Mr. JACZKO. In some cases that would be electrical power sup-

plies or portable generators and things like that. 
Mr. CASSIDY. Got you. You may have answered this next ques-

tion. I am sorry I was out of the room for a bit. Clearly, we are 
talking not just natural disasters but manmade. Do I understand 
the new nuclear power plants or do I not understand correctly that 
they have to be built so that if there is a terrorist attack and a 
plane is driven into them that somehow it is still protected? 

Mr. JACZKO. For the existing fleet of reactors, we have required 
them to be able to deal with large fires and explosions that could 
occur at the plant. And some of that was related to the possibilities 
of terrorist attacks involving aircraft. For new plants the new de-
signs are required to be able to withstand an aircraft-type impact 
at the site. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Again, you may have said this. The containment 
structure, though, even if there is a meltdown, how effectively can 
a containment structure keep it contained? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, that is the purpose of the containment struc-
ture is, again, in the very unlikely event that all of the safety sys-
tems fail and we are not able to keep cooling to the core and it 
were to eventually have significant fuel damage or some kind of 
melting that any radiological material would be contained within 
that structure. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Given that there is some that will be vented off but 
nonetheless, if there is a disaster, it is a disaster within the con-
tainment? 

Mr. JACZKO. That is the design goal and the expectation. And of 
course, if that were to fail, we have very robust programs in place 
to do emergency evacuations—— 

Mr. CASSIDY. So this is the 1970s-circa plants, so I presume since 
it dates from the ’70s since we have even more robust protections? 

Mr. JACZKO. We have looked at all of these plants over the years 
and in some cases—well, actually in the late ’80s and early ’90s we 
did systematic evaluations of the plants to see how they would deal 
with these kind of very severe accidents. In some cases, plants took 
the step of low-cost modifications that would deal with these more 
severe kinds of events. So we have a lot of things that have been 
done. The plants are certainly not the same plants that they were 
when they were originally built and designed. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Thank you very much. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Dingell, is 

recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, I thank you for your courtesy. 
Mr. Chairman, I am sure you are making a careful review of the 

events that are going forward in Japan with regard to the nuclear 
facility over there and the attendant circumstances. Will you make 
such a review? 
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Mr. JACZKO. We certainly do intend to. Once we have good, cred-
ible information we will do a thorough and systematic review. 

Mr. DINGELL. Good. Well, first of all, (1), would you submit to 
this committee your plans with regard to that as to how you intend 
to go into that to ascertain what happened? 

Mr. JACZKO. We certainly will. We will make those available. 
Mr. DINGELL. And would you see that we are informed as events 

go forward so we know what is taking place over there? 
Mr. JACZKO. We will certainly do that. 
Mr. DINGELL. And would you also submit to us for the record 

how NRC is going to go about defining the lessons that you have 
learned about events in Japan and how you will incorporate them 
into your regulatory requirements? You would do that for us? 

Mr. JACZKO. We will certainly do that. 
Mr. DINGELL. Now, does the NRC regularly use new information 

about the different types of risk as these different types of risks 
and information become available? Yes or no? 

Mr. JACZKO. Yes. 
Mr. DINGELL. Would you provide for the record the process by 

which NRC does this risk assessment? 
Mr. JACZKO. Well, there is a variety of—— 
Mr. DINGELL. No, just for the record. 
Mr. JACZKO. Oh, well, of course. Yes. 
Mr. DINGELL. Our time, Mr. Chairman, is very limited. 
Mr. JACZKO. Of course. 
Mr. DINGELL. I have a lot of questions here. Mr. Chairman, do 

the NRC’s licensing standards for nuclear plants take into account 
the risk of earthquake or tsunami? 

Mr. JACZKO. They incorporate all natural hazards, including 
earthquakes and tsunamis. 

Mr. DINGELL. I would note with distress, I think you probably re-
member Diablo Canyon some years ago where they were going to 
build right on a fault. Are you more careful about that than your 
predecessors were in that particular—— 

Mr. JACZKO. Right now we look at all the nuclear power plants 
in the country. We look at seismic activity from all of them because 
while not all plants are in high seismic areas, almost all plants 
could experience some seismic activity from lower-level earthquake 
activity. So we consider that for all plants. 

Mr. DINGELL. Now, Mr. Chairman, would you provide a list of 
the kinds of disasters for which NRC takes account of in terms of 
its licensing standards? Just submit that for the record, please. 

Mr. JACZKO. We will provide that. 
Mr. DINGELL. Now, Mr. Chairman, it is my understanding that 

one of the main problems in Japan has been inadequate access to 
emergency power to keep the reactors cool and that that poses 
some substantial ongoing risk. Do NRC’s licensing standards in-
clude adequate access to emergency power and are you satisfied 
that they do so? 

Mr. JACZKO. We believe that our requirements are very strong in 
this area and we continue actively in our inspection program to en-
sure that licensees have the appropriate equipment such as diesel 
generator and that it operates successfully. 
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Mr. DINGELL. Now, Mr. Chairman, you have an unholy mess on 
your hands, you and the Department of Energy, with regard to 
Yucca Mountain. You have spent near as I can gather something 
like 17 billion on this that has been collected from ratepayers for 
long-term storage of nuclear waste. The administration opposes 
going forward. You have got this nuclear waste that is piling up 
all over the country. Some of it is going in to cooling ponds. You 
are talking about putting the rest in dry cask storage. Do you have 
any kind of long-term plan to address what you are going to do 
with this infernal mess and how you are going to deal with the 
problem? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, right now we are looking at a longer time 
frame for storage of spent fuel than we have in the past. But right 
now we believe that that spent fuel certainly can be stored safely 
and securely with the existing systems—— 

Mr. DINGELL. But you don’t have—— 
Mr. JACZKO [continuing]. For storing several decades’ worth—— 
Mr. DINGELL [continuing]. A plan for how you are going to deal 

with it. You are being sued by the electrical utilities because they 
are collecting monies from their ratepayers that are not being 
spent on the purposes for which they are being collected. The stuff 
keeps piling up and you have doubled the amount that you can 
store in a single pool but that is running out. You are running out 
of pools in which to store it. And as these plants close, you are 
going to perhaps lose the responsibility of the persons who are stor-
ing this thing and the stuff just keeps piling up. Is there a long- 
term plan anywhere in government, in your Agency, in the Depart-
ment of Energy, in the Office of Management and Budget, or in any 
other Agency of Federal Government as to what we are going to do 
about this infernal mess? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, although it is not an area that we are directly 
working, the Secretary of Energy has convened a Blue Ribbon Com-
mission to look at some of those longer-term options and see what 
an optimal approach will be. 

Mr. DINGELL. The answer, Mr. Chairman, is no, is it not? 
Mr. JACZKO. I believe there are plans through this Blue Ribbon 

Commission to look long-term. And we believe certainly from the 
Agency that the existing systems are—— 

Mr. DINGELL. The answer, my beloved friend, is no. And I say 
this with respect and affection. But the simple fact of the matter 
is you are sitting on a mighty fine mess that nobody knows what 
to do with and each and every one of those situations offers unique 
opportunity for terrifying mischief to the proud public interest and 
to the people in the area and the cost of this whole sorry-ass mess 
keeps going up and going up. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. And we agree with you, Mr. Dingell. At this 
point I would like to recognize the gentleman from Texas, Mr. Bur-
gess, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURGESS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And Mr. Chairman, 
thank you for being here and spending so long with us today. 
Thank you for speaking with me yesterday at the end of, obviously, 
what was a very long day for you. And I appreciate your willing-
ness to make yourself to Members of both sides of the dais during 
this crisis in Japan. 
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Recently, an email has been circulating and I think it came to 
the committee staff that suggested a much higher level of radioac-
tivity at one of the plants that had previously been reported. Do 
you know anything about that? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, we are continuing to monitor the situation as 
best we can. Again, I am not familiar with the email that you are 
talking about but we do believe that certainly with one of the spent 
fuel pools, that there have been certainly elevated radiation read-
ings. And over the last several days there have been times based 
on certain incidents in the site where radiation levels have gone up 
and come back down. 

Mr. BURGESS. Well, when you say elevated, ballpark, are you 
talking about chest x-ray, CAT scan, multiple CAT scans? What 
sort of numbers are you talking about? 

Mr. JACZKO. Right now we have indications at the site of radi-
ation levels that would be levels that would be lethal within a fair-
ly short period of time. So they are very significant radiation levels. 

Mr. BURGESS. Very significant. OK. And that is different from 
kind of what we have been hearing before, is that correct? 

Mr. JACZKO. Again, I would say it is certainly a more recent de-
velopment that we have seen these very, very high readings. 

Mr. BURGESS. OK. Now, you were very good to provide us with 
written testimony. You were very good to provide us with some up-
dates on the situation. It is obviously a very fluid situation in 
Japan. Would you be good enough to give us in written form what 
you have described to us as you were finishing up your prepared 
testimony this afternoon so that there is no confusion over what— 
when we quote you, the press is here and we will all be asked ques-
tions as you finish up. Could you provide us the written informa-
tion that you would like us to have? 

Mr. JACZKO. We will provide that for you. 
Mr. BURGESS. And I think Mrs. Capps on the other side talked 

about a little bit, I mean, you talked about spent fuel pool being 
dry and radiation being high, again, things that were different 
from what I had been gathering from just the press reports just 
prior to coming in here. And it would be good to see that, again, 
what is factual and what is not. 

Mr. JACZKO. We would be happy to provide that. And I would 
just say that our information is limited so we have been very care-
ful to only provide information that we believe is very reliable. 

Mr. BURGESS. Well, now, we are here to talk about the budget 
and the budget you prepared obviously was before all this hap-
pened. Do you anticipate submitting an addendum to the request 
in light of things that have happened this past week? 

Mr. JACZKO. That is something we will review. At this point I 
don’t have an answer for you, but I will certainly come back to the 
committee if we do. 

Mr. BURGESS. Can you give us just kind of a back-to-the-envelope 
estimate, in a perfect world what would be the percentage of elec-
tricity in this country produced by nuclear power? 

Mr. JACZKO. It is approximately 20 percent. 
Mr. BURGESS. What is being produced now? 
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Mr. JACZKO. Currently, I would have to look but I would take an 
estimate of probably about that number. I am not aware of any sig-
nificant planned outages right now. 

Mr. BURGESS. So it would be your position as chairman of the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission that the percentage of electricity 
produced in America would not increase over what it is today? Do 
I understand that correctly? 

Mr. JACZKO. I am sorry. 
Mr. BURGESS. In an ideal world this country, maximizing all of 

the different energy-production possibilities that we have, what 
percentage would be nuclear? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, it is really not up to us to decide that. I think 
the Agency’s responsibility is to make sure that if there are nuclear 
power plants in this country that they continue to operate safely 
and securely. 

Mr. BURGESS. Do you have a concept of what would be the ideal 
number of nuclear power plants in this country in the next 10, 20, 
30 years. 

Mr. JACZKO. Certainly, as an Agency we don’t have a concept of 
an ideal number. Our job is to make sure it is safe and secure. 

Mr. BURGESS. How many would be too many for you to keep up 
with to ensure that they were safe? 

Mr. JACZKO. Right now we think certainly we are planning for 
the possibility of new plants to be under construction in the next 
several years, so we believe with the budgets that we have devel-
oped, we would have the resources we need to handle those addi-
tional units if they are licensed. 

Mr. BURGESS. All right. Chairman Dingell described in very 
colorful terms an infernal mess at Yucca Mountain. If you were the 
king of the nuclear regulatory world, the sole decision-maker on 
nuclear waste, what would be the ideal solution? The cynic went 
on. What would you do? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, as I said, I can’t get too much into that be-
cause we do have an ongoing proceeding with regard to Yucca 
Mountain. And the job of keeping plants and the materials and all 
the things that we regulate safe is pretty much a job that, in par-
ticular these days, keeps me awake almost 24 hours a day. So I 
will let somebody else worry about some of those other broader pol-
icy questions. 

Mr. BURGESS. We thank you for your activities during this crisis. 
Thank you. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. At this time I recognize the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Doyle, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DOYLE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Chairman, thanks for 
your patience and endurance today. 

Given what has happened in Japan, I am sure this has been a 
reminder to all of us that everyone agrees that certifying new nu-
clear designs is a crucial and important task to make sure these 
reactors are durable and can be safely operated. And I understand 
that the new reactor design certification process involves not only 
professional and accredited NRC staff but there is also an outside 
expert advisory committee that oversees the review and rec-
ommendations of the NRC staff, is that correct? 

Mr. JACZKO. It is an Agency Independent Advisory Committee. 
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Mr. DOYLE. That is right, the ACRS. 
Mr. JACZKO. Right. 
Mr. DOYLE. And then, ultimately, you and your colleagues also 

evaluate and make your own independent judgments, correct? 
Mr. JACZKO. Correct. 
Mr. DOYLE. So I want to address this situation to get more clari-

fication and more on the record about concerns raised by my good 
friend, Ed Markey, regarding Westinghouse’s AP1000. I want you 
to hopefully provide some more clarification to the process that was 
involved certifying this reactor. 

Now, is it true that Dr. Ma’s non-concurrence issues during the 
deliberation for the Westinghouse AP1000 Advanced Final Safety 
Report Evaluation were in fact given due consideration by his NRC 
staff colleagues? 

Mr. JACZKO. I believe that they were. 
Mr. DOYLE. And also the members of the Independent Advisory 

Committee for Reactor Safeguards? 
Mr. JACZKO. As part of their review, they did specifically receive 

a presentation from Mr. Ma about the situation. 
Mr. DOYLE. And you and your commission colleagues? 
Mr. JACZKO. I don’t want to speak for the actions of all of my col-

leagues, but I personally met with him and talked to him about his 
concerns. 

Mr. DOYLE. And can you tell us, what happened after Dr. Ma 
made his presentation and raised his concerns? So he raised these 
concerns and tell us what happened after that. 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, I think they were looked at by certainly all of 
the staff at the Agency that were reviewing the design. This advi-
sory committee also did look at his perspective and they came to 
their own conclusions that I think, ultimately, no one disputes that 
the recommendations that he had would make the design safer, but 
we think the design as it is right now would appear to meet our 
standards. But I would add that it was also Mr. Ma who originally 
raised concerns with a previous iteration of the design. And as a 
result of those concerns, the Agency did indicate to Westinghouse 
that significant changes would need to be made. They, in fact, did 
make significant changes and again, I don’t want to speak for him 
directly, but my understanding of Dr. Ma’s position is that he 
thinks that those changes are not necessarily enough to satisfy his 
initial concerns. 

Mr. DOYLE. But it is true that his concerns were put forward and 
that the NRC team of reviewers that, throughout the drafting of 
the AFSCR, they evaluated it and they basically overruled his con-
cerns, basically, as did the subcommittee. I mean, this went 
through a process. I just want to make clear for the record that we 
don’t have a person at the Department who has raised concerns 
and they were swept under the rug or ignored. I mean, these con-
cerns were addressed. Is that not correct? 

Mr. JACZKO. Yes, I feel very strongly that we create an environ-
ment at the Agency where people can raise concerns and those con-
cerns can be thoroughly reviewed and vetted. And I believe in this 
that that is what happened. 

Mr. DOYLE. Thank you very much. That is all I have, Mr. Chair-
man. 
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Mr. WHITFIELD. The gentleman from Nebraska, Mr. Terry, is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TERRY. Thank you for being here. I am just curious, there 
are two power plants. Mr. Barton talked about one in Georgia but 
there is one in Georgia, one in South Carolina that sometime this 
year, early next year should be issued their combined construction 
and operating licensure. My question, first, is there are any discus-
sions occurring to delay that CO well now because of the Japanese 
disaster? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, right now, those two potential plants that you 
referenced are all based around the AP1000 design. That design is 
currently undergoing a public review process. I expect we will get 
comments as a result of that public process related to the situation 
in Japan. So we will evaluate those as we get them. 

Mr. TERRY. So it is yes and maybe no? 
Mr. JACZKO. At this point we are following our normal path with 

the reviews at this point. 
Mr. TERRY. All right. It sounds like there may be some uncer-

tainty in that process of whether they will get their combined con-
struction operating license in ’11 or early ’12. 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, we are proceeding down a path to continue the 
reviews. As I said earlier—— 

Mr. TERRY. There is no reason to repeat the answer. I am curious 
to how many other applications have been made for the early site 
permits? Do you know how many are sitting with you all? 

Mr. JACZKO. We currently have, I believe, 1 or 2 new early site 
permits in front of the Agency or expected to come. 

Mr. TERRY. All right. Are there any that have been provided the 
early site permit and now on course to go to the next level of per-
mitting? I am just trying to figure out how many are in the pipe-
line. 

Mr. JACZKO. Right now, we have 12 applications in front of us 
for approximately 20 reactors. Those are actual combined license 
applications, and then we have I believe it is two early site permits 
that are not yet tied specifically to an actual license for a plant. 

Mr. TERRY. All right. I have studied a lot over the past couple 
years the small modular reactors. Just want to know what your 
personal opinion is, where the process is in reviewing the tech-
nology, how close we are to perhaps even rolling out a pilot project. 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, I like to think of the small modular reactors 
in three groupings. We have the small modular reactors, which are 
very much based on the existing type of reactors that we have now 
but smaller. For that type of design, which we call integral light 
water reactors, we would anticipate in the next year or so an appli-
cation for the construction of a small modular reactor type. We also 
anticipate one or more applications for designs related to those 
smaller modular reactors. 

The second category we have are what are basically called high- 
temperature gas fractures, so it is a slightly different technology. 
That is mostly work that is tied to the Next Generation Nuclear 
Plant project and that is an activity that is a little bit farther 
away, probably more like 2013 where we might see an application. 

The area in which probably there is the least certainty is with 
more of the nontraditional reactor types—— 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 14:21 Oct 26, 2011 Jkt 037690 PO 00000 Frm 00127 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 P:\MY DOCS\HEARINGS 112\112-20 031611\112-20 CHRIS



122 

Mr. TERRY. The one that—— 
Mr. JACZKO [continuing]. Sodium-cooled reactors—— 
Mr. TERRY [continuing]. The chairman may have raised earlier 

with you? 
Mr. JACZKO. Exactly. Those are much more right now in what I 

would call the conceptual stage. So they haven’t progressed to the 
point where we really have detailed discussions about possible re-
views of applications. 

Mr. TERRY. All right. I appreciate that. I will yield my 59 seconds 
back to the Chairman. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you. At this time I recognize the gen-
tleman from Louisiana, Mr. Scalise, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCALISE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and Mr. Jaczko. I appre-
ciate you being before our committee. I know we have some votes 
on the House floor so I will try to be brief and ask direct questions. 
I think the secretary had indicated that the United States was 
helping Japan doing some testing on contamination on the ground. 
Are you familiar with what types of testing that is currently being 
done that we are involved in and have you all found anything right 
now that is a concern? 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, right now my understanding is we are work-
ing to provide the ability to do air sampling of radiation. We have 
some readings, as I said, of very high levels of contamination 
around some of the reactor sites. And at this point I am not sure 
of the origin of that, whether that is coming from U.S. assistance 
in Japan or whether that is coming directly from the Japanese. 

Mr. SCALISE. OK, thanks. I would imagine right now there are 
a number of applications that are pending before your Agency at 
various levels awaiting decisions. Do you anticipate that those deci-
sions will still go forward at the current pace or do you see any-
thing changing there? 

Mr. JACZKO. Right now we don’t have any intention to change 
the approach we are taking. But as I said, we are going to do a 
very systematic and methodical review of the information coming 
from Japan. And if there is some information that would require 
us to revise our approach, then we will certainly do that. 

Mr. SCALISE. And I would imagine, you know, as with any crisis 
and, you know, we have experienced more than our fair share in 
South Louisiana, but there will be an evaluation in general just to 
see what lessons can be learned. And I would imagine, you know, 
we will make sure that if we learn some things from how they did 
things right, maybe how they did things wrong if they did, that we 
can incorporate that but in the end still move forward and not re-
treat from energy production in this country. 

Mr. JACZKO. Well, we will certainly do that type of review. And 
again, I don’t want to prejudge what comes out of it. If we get in-
formation that tells us we need to make a change, we will. If we 
get information that tells us things are good, then we will continue 
to proceed as we are. 

Mr. SCALISE. Thank you for your time. I appreciate it. Thank 
you. Mr. Chairman, I yield back. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Commissioner, I just want to ask in re-
sponse to Mr. Terry’s question you talked about on these small 
modulars there are three or four different categories, the exiting 
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type, the third type is NGNP 2013 conceptual. What determines 
what category a design would be in? Is that based on actual appli-
cations or is that just on general knowledge? 

Mr. JACZKO. It is really I would say the state of readiness of the 
designers and the venders themselves. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. OK. 
Mr. JACZKO. So—— 
Mr. WHITFIELD. The state of readiness of the vendors and the de-

signers. 
Mr. JACZKO. Yes. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. OK. Thank you. Mr. Rush, do you have anything 

else? 
Mr. RUSH. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Administrator, I would like to 

know if, in fact, over the last 5 years, can you furnish this com-
mittee with the infractions or violations or emergency where the 
NRC had to send an emergency crew to any of the facilities that 
operates within the continental United States? 

Mr. JACZKO. We can certainly send you that information. 
Mr. RUSH. Yes, I would like to just know what level of responses 

and what level of issues that you have dealt with over the last 5 
years. 

Mr. JACZKO. We will send you that information. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thank you very much. Mr. Rush, you and I have 

3 minutes to go. Mr. Commissioner, thank you for your time today. 
We appreciate it very much. We look forward to working with you 
as we move forward in nuclear energy and safety. And we look for-
ward to future opportunities. 

Mr. JACZKO. Thank you. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. With that, the hearing is ended. 
[Whereupon, at 3:35 p.m., the subcommittees were adjourned.] 
[Material submitted for inclusion in the record follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. MARY BONO MACK 

Secretary Chu and Director Jaczko, I appreciate you being here today to talk 
about your respective Agency’s budget. 

As we closely monitor the tragic events unfolding in Japan, I’d like to take a mo-
ment to express my sincere condolences for those impacted. 

Friday’s massive earthquake in Japan is the latest in a series of major quakes 
in the recent past: the 6.3 magnitude quake in New Zealand this past February and 
the 8.8-magnitude quake in Chile last year. These incidences will undoubtedly raise 
questions about what it means for our nation’s nuclear energy industry but particu-
larly for those plants most vulnerable—those located near earthquake fault lines in 
California. These are important questions that must be addressed. I believe that in 
a state like California, with areas of high population coupled with the lingering risk 
of a major earthquake, it is particularly important for nuclear power operators to 
be held to the highest level of safety standards. 

While the fault geology may be different in California than Japan, we all know 
that the San Andreas Fault—which runs through my district—is due to rupture one 
day and we must do everything we can to be prepared. Earthquake experts predict 
that the next earthquake could register a magnitude of 7.5 or greater. It is my un-
derstanding that San Onofre Nuclear Power Plant was built to withstand a 7.0 
quake, and the Diablo Canyon is engineered to withstand a 7.5 earthquake, and 
that many safety measures have been taken to address potential hazards. However, 
we must learn from the tragedy in Japan and apply the lessons learned to our nu-
clear facilities in order to ensure that the potential risks are fully evaluated. It is 
important to note that Japan thought their plants were prepared to deal with the 
worst possible scenarios, yet the magnitude of the disaster overwhelmed their pre-
cautions. I look forward to working with the Department of Energy and the Nuclear 
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Regulatory Commission to ensure that the San Onofre and Diablo Canyon plants 
are built and operated based on the strictest safety standards. 

While we learn from the tragedy in Japan, we cannot lose site of the important 
role nuclear energy plays in our energy security and our future efforts to achieve 
energy independence. As we move forward, we still need to address the issues facing 
the disposal of spent nuclear waste. I look forward to hearing the Administration’s 
plan. 

Mr. Secretary, on a separate note, I look forward to working with you regarding 
renewable energy projects—many of which are being developed in my congressional 
district and are awaiting DOE Loan Guarantees. It is my understanding that there 
are more than 70 projects worth more than $30 billion waiting loan guarantees. 
Given that the sunset date of the Section 1705 Program is just months away [Sep-
tember 30, 2011], I’m interested in learning more about how you plan to have these 
loans closed. Many of the projects in my congressional district have gone through 
a lengthy and costly process. All the while, the unemployment rate in Riverside 
County is above 14 percent and people are waiting to be put to work. 

Secretary Chu and Director Jaczko, thank you for being here today to discuss 
your proposed budgets. It is critical that the federal government prioritizes our 
spending. Just as families in my congressional district are making tough budget sac-
rifices, we too must make fiscally responsible decisions here in Washington. 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. GREGG HARPER 

Mr. Chairman: 
Nuclear power is vital to meeting America’s future energy needs. I support the 

effective low-cost programs that Congress has established in recent years to facili-
tate development of the next generation of nuclear power facilities. 

Congress has discussed on many occasions the need for energy security. Two ele-
ments of energy security do not enter frequently enough into our discussions of en-
ergy security: the diversity of domestic fuel sources we use, and workforce experi-
ence in developing new facilities. 

It is not enough to say that nuclear is important because we have a ready domes-
tic supply of nuclear fuel, or because it constitutes nearly 20 percent of U.S. electric 
generation, or because it is a clean energy source. We need to facilitate the commer-
cial nuclear renaissance because having a diverse generation mix is in the interest 
of energy security, and it is in the interest of customers because diversity helps to 
maintain lower prices for consumers. And in a country that has now gone more than 
two decades without completing a new nuclear generation facility, we need to re-
build a skilled workforce if nuclear is to maintain its vital position as part of Amer-
ica’s diverse electric generation mix. 

The Department of Energy (DOE) Loan Guarantee program is a very cost effective 
way for the federal government preserve nuclear energy’s role in our diverse energy 
portfolio and bring into operation new, more efficient, and even safer plant designs 
than those that have safely served the nation for the past five decades. At minimal 
(virtually no) cost to the government, the DOE loan guarantee program very signifi-
cantly reduces the cost of borrowing to construct nuclear facilities. The program will 
save consumers billions of dollars with the overwhelming likelihood that taxpayers 
will bear only the modest costs of administering the program, and much of those 
costs are offset through application fees. 

Given the serious economic trough of the past several years and the recent twin 
natural disasters in Japan affecting the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear facility, it is 
natural that concerns could arise about repayment of any loans that are guaranteed. 
Is there a new significant risk to the government? No. 

Take the example of Southern Company’s Vogtle Units 3 and 4 project, through 
which two new reactors are being constructed by Georgia Power Company, a South-
ern Company operating company. DOE has agreed to guarantee $8.3 billion in loans 
for the project, again, substantially reducing the interest paid on the money loaned 
by private sources. Characteristic of the entities that have applied for the guaran-
tees, Southern Company’s market value far exceeds the amount guaranteed, as do 
the assets of Georgia Power. In the unlikely event of a default on the loan, DOE 
has a first lien on the plant and full recourse to all of Georgia Power’s $25 billion 
in assets along with its other debt holders. The loan is expected to be less than 15 
percent of Georgia Power’s projected book capitalization and less than 10 percent 
of Southern Company’s projected book capitalization at the time of commercial oper-
ation. 

Furthermore, the Georgia Public Service Commission, which regulates Georgia 
Power, certified the construction project, which certification includes cost recovery 
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in customer rates as the facility is being constructed. The cost recovery process in-
cluded in the certification requires semi-annual verification and approval of costs. 
This further reduces DOE’s minimal risk. 

Neither the economic downturn nor Japan’s emergency have changed materially 
the factors on which DOE’s loan guarantee was premised: a large, well-capitalized, 
regulated company borrowing a small fraction of its net worth to construct facilities 
required to meet future needs. 

The situation in Japan demands that we consider whether existing and new nu-
clear reactors will be operated safely in the U.S. To what extent is it relevant to 
apply the circumstances of one of the most powerful earthquakes in recorded history 
and a resulting tsunami when we review the safety of our fleet? Many have dis-
cussed the existing fleet; again, let me concentrate on the future. 

Vogtle Units 3 and 4 will be constructed using the Westinghouse AP1000 design. 
This and other new designs incorporate a variety of safety advances beyond those 
in the existing domestic nuclear fleet, which as noted above has operated with a 
very strong safety record for a half-century. As an example, the AP1000 design will 
shut down in the event of a design-basis accident in the absence of power or pumps. 
It depends on natural circulation and gravity to maintain containment and prevent 
the reactor from overheating. 

In closing, I repeat for emphasis two statements made by Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission Chairman Greg Jaczko at the hearing on March 16: 

We review all designs against a wide range of natural disasters—tsunamis, earth-
quakes, tornados, hurricanes—it just depends on the geographic location. 

All the plants have a requirement to be designed to deal with the kinds of earth-
quakes we would expect in about a 200 mile radius from that nuclear power plant. 
. . . They all have to withstand what we think is the maximum expected earthquake 
from the historical record within about 200 miles of that site. 

I thank the Chairman for the opportunity to submit these materials for the 
record. 
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