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H.RES. 525, PROVIDING FOR A DELIBERATIVE
REVIEW BY THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDI-
CIARY OF A COMMUNICATION FROM AN
INDEPENDENT COUNSEL AND FOR THE RE-
LEASE THEREOF, AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES

Thursday, September 10, 1998

HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON RULES,
Washington, D.C.

The committee met, pursuant to call, at 5:43 p.m. in Room H-
313, The Capitol, Hon. Gerald B.H. Solomon [chairman of the com-
mittee] presiding.

Present: Representatives Solomon, Dreier, Goss, Linder, Diaz-
Balart, Mclnnis, Hastings, Myrick, Moakley, Frost, Hall and
Slaughter.

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order. The matter
before the committee today is House Resolution 525, providing for
a deliberative review by the Committee on the Judiciary of a com-
munication from an independent counsel and for the rerl)e;ase there-
of and for other purposes. Before my brief opening statement, let
me yield to the Vice Chairman, Mr. Dreier and to tell you he is a
new—generation Congressman, even though he has been here for 18
years, and he will tell you how to call this up on the Rules Web
site.

Mr. DREIER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. For those interested in
getting a copy of this resolution, it is available at www.house.gov/
rules/hres525.htm.

For those who want to have a copy of this brilliant statement
that the Chairman is about to present, they can go to
www.house.gov/rules/gbhsstate.htm.

Do you understand all of that, Mr. Chairman?

STATEMENT OF HON. GERALD B.H. SOLOMON, A REPRESENTA-
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK

The CHAIRMAN. That is why I call him the next generation.

I do have a brief opening statement after which I will yield for
any statement from Mr. Moakley, and then I will yield to any
membltlars of the committee for any statement that they might have
as well.

Today, ladies and gentlemen, the Rules Committee embarks on
one of the most unfortunate and difficult tasks that many of us

1)
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have faced in public service, certainly mine in the last 20 years.
The committee must set forth a procedure by which the House of
Representatives may fulfill its constitutional duties under Article 1
of Section 2 of the Constitution, which is the sole power of im-
peachment. This is a responsibility that none of us took lightly
when we swore to uphold the Constitution of the United States,
and we do not take it lightly now.

The framers of the Constitution deliberately designed our system
of government to make this a constitutional responsibility and not
a partisan one. To whatever end these deliberations may lead us,
it is imperative that this Rules Committee and ultimately the
House of Representatives adopt procedures which best allow for a
fair, not only bipartisan but nonpartisan, determination of the facts
involved.

Yesterday the independent counsel delivered a communication to
the House of Representatives pursuant to the independent counsel
law. He was required to do that by law, that law which was first
enacted in 1978 under different leadership of this House, Democrat
leadership, and it was reauthorized in three instances since then,
most recently in 1994. The law requires an independent counsel to
advise the House of Representatives of any substantial or credible
information which the independent counsel receives which may
constitute grounds for an impeachment. That is the law. That is
the law of the land, and the independent counsel was required by
that law to submit the communication that we are considering here
now.

Without question in some sense we are in uncharted waters.
There has never been a report from an independent counsel detail-
ing possible impeachment offenses by a President. Indeed, the inde-
pendent counsel statute itself was an outgrowth of the Watergate
era. However, we are guided very much by precedent and by his-
tory in this matter, as 1s often the case in the House of Representa-
tives. We always try to follow precedent.

The resolution before us will enable the House, through the de-
liberations of the House Judiciary Committee, to responsibly re- .
view this important material and to discharge its duty, particularly
with respect to the availability of the contents of this communica-
tion to Members of this Congress, to the public and to the media.

It is important that we American people learn the facts regard-
ing this matter, and that isn’t just Members of Congress, that is
we, the American people. As directed by the Speaker, no one, no
Member or congressional staffer, has seen the transmission which
arrived yesterday, not one page, not one word. However, it is the
understanding of the Rules Committee that the communication
contains the following: 445 pages of a communication which is di-
vided into an introduction, a narrative, and a socalled grounds. An-
other 2,000 pages of supporting material is contained in the appen-
dices, which may contain grand jury testimony, telephone records,
videotape testimony and other sensitive material; and 17 other
boxes of supporting material.

The method of dissemination and potential restrictions on access
to this very, very critical information is outlined in the resolution
before the Rules Committee today, which as of this moment does
appear on the Web site for the American people to look at.
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The resolution provides the Judiciary Committee with the ability
to review the communication, to determine whether sufficient
grounds exist to recommend to this House, and that is what they
will be charged with, to recommend to this House that an impeach-
ment inquiry be commenced. The resolution provides for an imme-
diate release of the approximately 445 pages comprising, again, an
introduction, a narrative and a statement of so—called grounds.
This will be printed as a House document, and it will be made
available to Members, to the press and to the public after House
passage on Friday morning.

Now, there are technical difficulties involved because we are
waiting for the computerized transmittal document so that we can
begin to print this immediately after the Congress acts on Friday.

The balance of the material will have been deemed to have been
received in executive session, but will be released from that status
on September 23, 1998. That is a much longer time than some of
us felt was necessary. However, from the very persuasive argu-
ments of Mr. Hyde and Mr. Conyers, we have extended that time,
again trying to be as fair and open as we possibly can.

Again, the balance of the material will have been deemed to have
been received in executive session and will be released on that date
unless the Judiciary Committee votes not to release portions of it.
Materials released will immediately be printed as a House docu-
ment. That means that it will be available to all of the Members,
to the press, and to the American public.

As to the receipt by the House of transcripts and other records
protected by the rules of grand jury secrecy, committees of the
House have received such information on at least five occasions,
and this is important to recall, all in the context of impeachment
actions. These precedents date all the way back to 1811, and
occured as recently as the impeachment of federal judges, I believe,
in the late 1980s.

The resolution further provides that additional material compiled
by the Judiciary Committee during the review will be deemed to
have been received in executive session unless it is received in an
open session of the committee. That is up to you gentlemen.

Also, access to the executive session material will be restricted
to members of the Judiciary Committee and such employees of the
committee as may be designated by the Chairman after consulta-
tion with the Ranking Minority Member, Mr. Conyers.

Finally, the resolution provides that each meeting, that each
hearing or deposition of the Judiciary Committee will be in execu-
tive session unless otherwise determined by the committee, and
again, that is at your discretion, gentlemen. The executive sessions
may be attendeg only by Judiciary Committee members, not by
other Members of the Congress, and employees of the committee
designated by the Chairman, again after consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member.

The resolution before us attempts to strike an appropriate bal-
ance between House Members’ and the public’s interest in review-
ing this material and the need to protect innocent persons, and
that is very, very important.

It is anticipated that the Judiciary Committee may require addi-
tional procedures or investigative authorities to adequately review
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this communication in the future. It is anticipated that those au-
thorities will be the subject of another resolution before this com-
mittee next week, and we will again consult with the Ranking
Member of this committee and with the Ranking Members on your
committee, Mr. Hyde, in trying to arrive at a resolution that will
allow you to do that.

It is important to note that this resolution does not authorize or
direct an impeachment inquiry, and I hope that is perfectly clear.
It is not the beginning of an impeachment process in the House of
Representatives. It merely provides the appropriate parameters for
the Committee on the Judiciary, the historically proper place to ex-
amine these matters, to review this communication and to make a
recommendation to the House as to whether to commence an im-
peachment inquiry. That is what you are being charged with by
this resolution.

If this communication from Independent Counsel Starr should
form the basis for future proceedings, it is important for the Rules
Committee to be mindful that Members may need to cast public,
recorded and extremely profound votes in the coming weeks or
months. It is our responsibility to ensure that Members have
enough information about the contents of the communication to
cast informed votes and explain their decisions based on their con-
science to their constituents.

In summation, let me say that Democrats and Republicans dis-
agree about many things in this institution, and that is probably
as it should be, but no one disagrees about the honor and the integ-
rity of our great friend Henry Hyde. He is one of the most judicious
Members of this House of Representatives, and I have often said
on several occasions, as I said to my great hero and yours, Henry,
Ronald Reagan, that you would make an excellent Supreme Court
judge. I am very happy that he did not have the opportunity to fol-
low through on that because we need you here today, desperately,
in this capacity.

Likewise, the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Conyers, has many
years of experience on the Judiciary Committee, including service
in 1974, which was one of the critical years of this Congress. He
is extremely knowledgeable. He is tenacious, to say the least. I
have had encounters with him in the past, and he usually wins,
and we look forward to his leadership in this very important mat-
ter.

This is a very grave day for the House of Representatives. It is
a solemn time in our Nation. Today we will do what we are com-
pelled to do under the Constitution, not because we desire it, but
because, my friends, it is our duty to do it. In order to most judi-
ciously fulfill these Constitutional duties, I encourage all Members
to approach this sensitive matter with the dignity and the decorum
t?at befits the most deliberative body in the history of this world
of ours,

Speaker Gingrich spoke of it on the floor. I would encourage all
Members that they control themselves. I, for one, am an emotional
person. I have been known to speak out sometimes without using
proper decorum, and I pledge not to do that. We need to treat the
Presidency with respect and treat this body with respect.
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The CHAIRMAN. Having said that, I would yield to my good
friend, the ranking member Mr. Moakley, for any statement he
might have.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN JOSEPH MOAKLEY, A REPRESENT-
ATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS

Mr. MoAKLEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Today it is this com-
mittee’s responsibility to decide how to release the information con-
tained in the independent counsel’s report to the public.

As we all know, Mr. Chairman, there is a lot of information con-
tained in these 36 boxes, but none of us know anything about what
is in those boxes. But our job is to put politics aside and decide how
to release this information as wisely and as fairly as possible.

Yesterday Speaker Gingrich and Minority Member Gephardt
agreed that today’s hearing would deal only with how to release
the information. They agreed that questions about which special
aut}iorities to give the Judiciary Committee would be decided next
week.

I am sad to say, and I hope it has been corrected, that the early
draft resolution that I saw violated that resolution.

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman would yield, your recommenda-
tion was followed, and so the word "ancillary” was removed, and
most of your concerns were removed, if not all of them.

Mr. MoAKLEY. Well, we have some other concerns. It brings up
the issue of granting witnesses immunity and compiling additional
material, as well as depositions, hearings and meetings.

Mr. HYDE. We are not asking for that.

Mr. MoAKLEY. I know that you are not, but in the original draft
it was in there.

Mr. HYDE. Well, it is not anymore. That will be a separate rule
next week.

Mr. MoakLEY. All right.

Today’s hearin% and as Mr. Hyde corrected, is only to learn how
to release the information, so I would ask my colleagues to honor
that agreement and stay within that question of how to release the
report.

There are ways to make the report public, and today we will hear
other varying procedures on how to release this confidential infor-
mation that none of us have even seen yet.

Regardless of whether you think we should release it all at once
or bit by bit, I would ask as a matter of fairness that the Presi-
dent’s counsel be given a chance to review the materials before
they are released to the public.

Last fall this Congress passed an ethics reform package, as you
may recall, setting the standards for considering ethics charges
against Members of Congress. That package allowed congressional
people accused of ethics violations to hear the allegations and to
see the evidence 10 days before they are made public. I think it is
only fair that we allow President Clinton the same opportunity
that we would give ourselves.

On a related issue, when the committee meets again next week
on what authorities should be given to the Judiciary Committee, I
believe we should look very, very closely to the Watergate hearings
as a model. The impeachment authority is contained in Article 1,
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Section 2 of our Constitution. It states that the House of Rep-
resentatives shall have the sole power of impeachment. As Demo-
cratic Leader Gephardt said, next to declaring war, this may be the
most important thing that we do. There are certain precedents and
procedures that must be followed, and we should begin this process
slowly and soberly.

So I commend my Chairman and my good friend Gerald Solomon
for his measured comments, and I urge my colleagues to set aside
their personal opinions and carry out the responsibilities set forth
in the Constitution as carefully as possible. We swore that we
would uphold that Constitution, and today we have a grave respon-
sibility, so let us proceed reasonably, and let us proceed fairly.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The gHAIRMAN Thank you, Mr. Moakley.

The CHAIRMAN. On the question of the President receiving the
445 pages 48 hours before Members of Congress receive it, as you
know, there are divided positions in your own party. The dean of
the House, John Dingell, believes that all of the information, not
just the 445 pages, should be made public immediately at the same
time it would be given to the President and to you am{ me.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Chairman, I hope you follow Mr. Dingell’s ad-
vice on this like you do on everything else around here.

The CHAIRMAN. Because of that, the information will be made
available to the public and to the President at the same time.

You were talking about 445 pages. You are not talking about
2,000 pages of appendices. You are not talking about 17 boxes. The
President will get that information at the same time we do. And
with a battery of lawyers, I am sure that I could go through those
445 pages within a period of a very few hours. By the time this is
disseminated to the press, I think as Larry Walsh, the independent
counsel in the Iran—Contra affair, said on CNN a few minutes ago,
they already know what is in the 445 pages, and they will have a
response and be able to review it in a short period.

Now I yield to the Vice Chairman of the committee for any state-
ment he might have.

STATEMENT OF HON. DAVID DREIER, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. DREIER. Thank you very much. Let me congratulate you on
your statement and the statement of Mr. Moakley and to say that
there are a number of things that have been indicated already that
I think do bear repeating.

As the Chairman saif, we are moving into uncharted water. We
have never gotten to this point on a situation quite like this, and
this is truly a grave day and a very solemn time for the House of
Representatives.

Chairman Hyde made it clear that we are not approaching this
with a great deal of enthusiasm or glee. This is a challenge, and
as Mr. Moakley said, it is our constitutional duty to do this as re-
sponsibly as possible.

I would also like to say that there has been a tremendous level
of bipartisanship. It has really been a nonpartisan approach. I have
heard from many, many Democrats who have been insisting that
they don’t want to face this next weekend without having this in-
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formation as they go home. So both Democrats and Republicans
alike are desirous of having this information out, and many people
who have contacted my office and have called in on the different
news programs have indicated that release of as much information
as possibly is the proper way to go.

At the same time we do want to protect investigations in other
areas that may be moving ahead, and we do not want to hurt any-
one by the release of documents. So I think that the 445—page re-
port coming forward and being made available online tomorrow
would be the best approach to take.

So I think we are doing this as fairly as possible and in as non-
partisan a way as possible, and I am hoping that we will be able
to get this resolved sooner rather than later. Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

STATEMENT OF HON. TONY HALL, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF OHIO

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Hall.

Mr. HALL. Thank you. Today the Rules Committee begins a proc-
ess to examine grounds for impeaching the President. It is a som-
ber moment in our history, and as Members of the Congress, we
are being asked to sit in judgment of the President of the United
States. This is a time when we must set aside partisan concerns.
Our actions must be fair, deliberate and in the best interests of the
American people.

I urge members of the committee and of the House to be open—
mindgs and to weigh all information objectively. Also, we must pro-
ceed with sensitivity to the President and his family. As a man who
has served in our Nation’s highest office, the President deserves
the respect.

Impeachment is an extraordinary and painful process for our Na-
tion, and we need to take each step with great caution to ensure
that all of our actions are necessary and justified for the good of
the Nation.

In conclusion, the time will come for us to consider the legal
questions we are sworn to answer, and this legal process should
work itself out. However, we as a Congress and as a Nation should
not rush to judgment. We need to review the evidence carefully and
thoroughly while remembering that we ourselves are not without
faults. Thank you.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. TONY P. HALL, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS
FROM THE STATE OF OHIO

Today, the Rules Committee begins a process to examine grounds for impeaching
the President. It is a somber moment in our history.

As Members of Congress, we are being asked to sit in judgement of the President
of the United States. This is a time when we must set aside partisan concerns. Qur
actions must be fair, deliberate, and in the best interests of the American people.

1 urge members of this committee and of the House to be open—minded and to
wei?h all information objectively.

Also, we must proceed with sensitivity to the President and his family. As a man
who has served our nation’s highest office, the President deserves that respect.

Impeachment is an extraordinary and painful process for our nation. We need to
take each step with great caution to ensure that all of our actions are necessary
and justified for the good of the nation.
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The time will come for us to consider the legal questions we are sworn to answer.
This process will and should work itself out.

However, we as a Congress and as a nation should not rush to judgement. We
need to review the evidence carefully and thoroughly while remembering that we
ourselves are not without faults.

The CHAIRMAN. I thank the gentleman, and now we will yield to
the gentleman from Sanibel, Florida, Mr. Goss.

STATEMENT OF HON. PORTER GOSS, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF FLORIDA

Mr. Goss. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I would like to
associate myself with your remarks and Mr. Dreier's remarks. I
think they are right on target, along with the sober advice that we
have just receive§ from Mr. Hall.

In a representative form of government, it is very important to
remember the people we represent, and I have no problem remem-
bering the people that I represent in the past few days because our
phone is rin%ini off the hook.

The gist of what I am hearing, and I want to share this with Mr.
Hyde and Mr. Conyers very much, is that as much as can be made
public without damage to innocent bystanders or damage to any
further actions that your committee might take or feel necessary to
take should be made available to the public.

I come from the Sunshine State. We find doing the business in
public is a pretty darn good idea, and at least I have always seen
to adhere to that, and% am sure that you do as well. I am con-
vinced that we serve the country well when the people know what
we are doing, and I think that we need to make sure that people
understand that in this process there is a way to guarantee the
public’s right to know. It is not just an interest, I think it is a right
in this matter which is of such seriousness.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Now the gentlelady from Rochester, New York.

STATEMENT OF HON. LOUISE SLAUGHTER, A REPRESENTA- -
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Thank you.

Receiving the report from the independent counsel is the first
step in an impeachment inquiry which we approach very solemnly.
The House of Representatives is charged under the Constitution
with examining these allegations against the President as pre-
sented by the independent counsel. We will determine whether the
evidence from the independent counsel meets the constitutional im-
peachment standard of “treason, bribery or other high crimes and
misdemeanors.” It is our obligation to examine these allegations in
a fair and unbiased manner.

In my 12 years here in the House, we have had votes for war,
and now we consider the impeachment of a President. Very few
Members who have served in this House have been confronted with
either of these responsibilities. I face this duty most solemnly. I am
completely aware of the obligation that I have to represent the peo-
ple who sent me here, to the best of my ability, in accordance with
the trust that they invested in me.
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We also have an obligation to the people of the United States to
undertake this task carefully and judiciously. Our system of gov-
ernment is based upon the will of the people. Ultimately an im-
peachment conviction overturns that wil? as expressed in the last
election. We begin the process in the Rules Committee with the ac-
ceptance of the report. Our resolution will set the parameters of
how this investigation will be conducted. It is my hope that the
agreement that has been made in good faith between the Speaker
of the House and the Minority Leader will be reflected in this reso-
lution. We need to protect the rights of citizens against the release
of confidential grand jury testimony which could cause them ridi-
cule, embarrassment and shame.

I urge this committee and the full House to act solely on the evi-
dence and with no thought of partisan advantage. This is far too
serious for that. We owe no less to the people that we represent
and to the President that they elected.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Next let me speak on behalf of the gentlelady
from Rochester, New York, when I recognize the next Member who
is from a new economic hub in America, a place called Atlanta,
Georgia. They have been stealing jobs from New York State, but
we have a great Governor in New York today called George Pataki,
wh(:i is beginning to steal them back. But I would recognize John
Linder.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN LINDER, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA

Mr. LINDER. We are delighted to have the jobs, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, Congress has a right and a solemn responsibility
to investigate the executive branch and investigate criminal con-
duct. The Rules Committee is here today to pass a resolution to ful-
fill the oversight obligation from the Constitution we took an oath
to defend.

Chief Justice Warren stated that “the power of Congress to con-
duct investigations is inherent in the legislative process. That
power is broad.” Supreme Court Justice John Harlan observed in
1959 that "the scope of the power of inquiry, in short, is as pene-
trating and far-reaching as the potential power to enact and appro-
priate under the Constitution.” More recently James Hamilton,
Watergate committee counsel, argued in his book, The Power to
Probe, that Congress’s oversight function ”is implicit in our tri-
partite system of government, because without it Congress cannot
properly meet its lawmaking and informing responsibility.”

We have an oversight responsibility that is supported by the
Constitution, public law and House rules, and this responsibility is
an indispensable part of the system of checks and galances be-
tween the Legislative and the Executive.

Serious charges have been made against this President and this
administration. Not one of us wants to be here talking about per-
jury, suborning perjury or obstructing justice, but it is our constitu-
tional duty to look into the charges. By ceding our oversight re-
sponsibility to watch over the government, the Committee on Rules
and every Member of the House would be abdicating one of our
most important obligations charged to us by our Founding Fathers.
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We are carrying out our duties as the representative branch of gov-
ernment to insure that the executive branch does not use the great
powers at its disposal to undermine justice.

The Supreme Court warned in Watkins v. United States in 1957
that it clearly recognized “the dangers to effective and honest con-
duct of government if the Legislature’s power to probe corruption
in the executive branch is unduly hampered.”

I will end by quoting the late Senator Sam Ervin, Chairman of
the Watergate Committee, who stated that “the Constitution and
the statutes give Congress a solemn duty to oversee the activities
of the executive branch. All branches of government must fully ap-
preciate the oversight function is a vital tool for keeping the Nation
free. It is a shield against creeping executive imperialism. Congress
also has the duty and the right to publicize its findings on corrup-
tion and maladministration. Indeed, fulfilling its responsibility to
inform the public about the state of the government is one of
Congress’s most significant functions.” Under our sworn duty to
protect the Constitution, it is our obligation to move forward with-
out partisanship and with a resolution that allows Congress to get
::10 the truth. This is a very sad duty, but it is a duty, and we must

o it.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
[The prepared statement is as follows:}
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Statement of the Honorable John Linder
House Committee on Rules
September 10, 1998

Mr. Chairman. Congress has a right and solemn responsibility to investigate the executive
branch and investigate criminal conduct. The Rules Committee is here to pass a resolution
to tultill the oversight obligation from the Constitution we took an oath to defend.

Chief Justice Earl Warren stated that “the power of Congress to conduct investigations is
inherent in the legislative process. That power is broad”™. Supreme Court Justice John
Harlan observed in 1959 that “the scope of the power of inquiry. in short. is as penetrating
and far-reaching as the potential power to enact and appropriate under the Constitution.”
More recently. James Hamilton. Watergate Committee Counsel. argued in his book “The
Power To Probe.” that Congress’s constitutional oversight function “is implicit in our
tripartite system of government, for without it Congress cannot properly meet its law-
making and informing responsibility.” ’

We have an oversight responsibility that is supported by the Constitution. public law. and
House rules — and this oversight responsibility is an indispensable part of the system of
checks and balances between the legislature and the executive.

Serious charges have been made against this President and this Administration. Not one of
us wants to be here talking about perjury. suborning perjury. and obstruction of justice.
But it is our Constitutional duty. By ceding our oversight responsibility to watch over the
government. the Committee on Rules — and every member of the House - would be
abdicating one of the most important obligations charged to us by our Founding Fathers.

We are carrying out our duties as the representative branch of our government to ensure
that the executive branch does not use the great powers at its disposal to undermine justice.
The Supreme Court warned in Watkins vs. United States in 1957 that it clearly recognized
“the dangers to effective and honest conduct of the government if the legislature’s power to
probe corruption in the executive branch [is) unduly hampered.”

I will end by quoting the late Senator Sam Ervin. Chairman of the Watergate Committee.
who stated that “the Constitution and the statutes give Congress a solemn duty to oversee
the activities of the executive branch.... All branches of government must tully appreciate
that the oversight function is a vital tool for keeping the nation free. It is a shield against
creeping executive imperialism.... Congress also has the duty and the right to publicize its
findings on corruption and maladministration. Indeed. fulfilling its responsibility to inform
the public about the state of government is one of Congress’s most significant functions.”

Under our sworn duty to protect the Constitution, it is our obligation to move forward.
without partisanship or prejudice. with a resolution that allows Congress to get the truth.
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Miami, Florida, Mr. Diaz-
Balart.

STATEMENT OF HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART, A REPRESENTA-
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF FLORIDA

Mr. Diaz-BALART. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The founders of this extraordinary constitutional republic created
a system of government which is as resilient as it is protective of
the rights of the American people.

I am proud of the manner in which this Congress has conducted
itself in the time period since the receipt of this report pursuant
to a statute from the independent counsel. And I am proud, Mr.
Chairman, of the way in which this resolution has been framed in
consultation with the Judiciary Committee, the leadership of this
House, and both parties representing the American people in this
House, this resolution and the one next week that we will vote on
and submit to the full House for its consideration that are meant
to guarantee fairness for all involved in this process, to protect the
right of the American people to begin to learn the facts in this mat-
ter, and to protect the right of due and deliberative process for the
President and all other citizens who may be affected by these ve
solemn proceedings that we are, in effect, today authorizing. Than

you.
The CHAIRMAN.Thank you. And now let me yield to the gen-
tleman from Grand Junction, Colorado.

STATEMENT OF HON. SCOTT MCINNIS, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF COLORADO

Mr. McINNIS. I have a feeling of excitement today, and that is
because we are witnessing the system that is working. This system
bﬁ' its process, by its own design, allows for the kind of problem or
challenge that we face. It allows for us to have a hearing such as
this, that is open to the public so everyone can watch, and it allows
that we can have a distinguished committee which deals with this
from both parties. It allows us, in my opinion, to have one of the
most distinguished gentleman not only in the Congress, but in the
history of the Congress, Mr. Hyde, as the presiding officer.

I can remember when I first came here, Mr. Hyde, I stood in awe
when you walked by. I couldn’t believe I was a Congressman like
you were a Congressman.

And I think also the important thing to remember that is re-
freshing is that we have an opportunity for the Ranking Member,
who is also a very distinguished gentleman, to guide us through
this. But while everybody talks, and respectfully so and properly
so, about the seriousness of the matter, we shouf'd all be refreshed
that this system is working, that our country is not on the verge
of collapse.

While we are talking today, you can turn on the TV and see what
is happening in Russia. The economy is on the verge of collapse.
When we reach a crisis in this country, we approac%l it in a fair,
bipartisan manner, and for that this Constitution deserves a com-
pliment. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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The CHAIRMAN.Thank you. Let me yield to the gentleman from
Pasco, Washington, Mr. Hastings.

STATEMENT OF HON. DOC HASTINGS, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

Mr. HasTINGS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Unlike my friend from
Colorado, I am not sure I am elated to be here. I can say when I
first ran for this office, I would never have pictured myself in this
body having to take up this issue. But nevertheless, we are here,
and we have to fulfill our duties.

I just want to make one point because it has been said—it hasn’t
been said here, fortunately, but I have heard some of my colleagues
and media say that we are entering a time of constitutional crisis.
I want to disagree with that very strongly. I would suggest that the
potential crisis may be a crisis in governance. It may %e a potential
crisis in the confidence of the peop%e that sent us here, but it is not
a constitutional crisis, and it is for that reason that as I serve in
this body, I am continually in awe of how smart our Founding Fa-
thers were because they have laid out a clearcut procedure for us
to dea! with these issues when they come up in order to prevent
a constitutional crisis.

We do not know where this is going to lead, obviously. It is going
to be very, very difficult for all of us, and I know that the Chair-
man and Ranking Member of the Judiciary Committee will do the
best that they can do as the Constitution has laid out.

With that, Mr. Chairman, while I wish that I were not here tak-
ing this up, we do have that duty, and I will do my best to fulfill
my obligations under the Constitution.

The CHAIRMAN. I thank the gentleman from Washington, and
Ri)w_lkyield to the gentlelady from Charlotte, North Carolina, Mrs.

yrick.

STATEMENT OF HON. SUE MYRICK, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

Mrs. MYRICK. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to congratulate
you and Chairman Hyde and Mr. Conyers for your fair an biparti-
san treatment of this issue. No one has to be reminded that this
is a solemn duty, and I would like to associate myself with your
remarks regarding the decorum of Congress and encourage every-
body to keep that in mind as to how we need to conduct ourselves
in this solemn time in our history.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

I thank our first panel for waiting. It was necessary to lay out
the parameters of the debate for our Rules Committee. You have
heard the esteem for which we hold the two of you. We can recall
back in the mid-1970s when your predecessor, Mr. Hyde, was a
man named Peter Rodino, an outstanding Member from New Jer-
sey, and still an outstanding individual.

here was a Ranking Member, a Republican at the time, Con-
gressman Hutchinson from Michigan, and there was a man named
Hamilton Fish. He was my neighbor. He was a Republican. You all
served with him, and he was a marvelous individual. He strikes me
as being similar to the two of you, being fair at all times, and we
miss him dearly. He is no longer with us, as you know. But he



14

voted for articles of impeachment against his own party, the Presi-
dent of his party, and I know that this is extremely difficult for all
gf us, and we wish you Godspeed and courage in carrying out your
uties.
Having said that, let me now recognize the very distinguished
gentleman from Illinois, Mr. Henry Hyde, for whatever remarks he
may have.

STATEMENT OF HON. HENRY J. HYDE, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Mr. HYDE. Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Conyers and
I are prepared to yield more time. You have said so many wonder-
ful things that we ought to quit while we are ahead. I appreciate
your extraordinary generosity. Thank you very much.

I have a prepared statement that I would like to deliver, at least
a part of it, but before—

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection the entire statement will ap-
pear in the record.

Mr. HYDE. Thank you.

Before I do that, I would like to cut to the chase on one issue
that seems to be in contention. Let me say that Mr. Conyers and
I are not only working in a bipartisan, nonpartisan way, but we are
working with collegiality. We both understand the solemnity, the
gravity, the seriousness of this endeavor, this mountain climb that
we are beginning. And we understand if we do it well, the House
of Representatives will be enriched and strengthened, and our
country will be proud of this institution. If we don’t do it well, if
we fall into partisan bickering, we will disgrace this institution,
and we are not about to do that, God willing. So Mr. Conyers and
I are getting along very well, and we are going to make every effort
to continue to do that.

Now, as to the one issue that there is some concern about, we
are guided by the letter sent to the Speaker and Mr. Gephardt by
the independent counsel dated September 9. One of the lines in the
letter says, “many of the supporting materials contain information
of a personal nature that I respectfully urge the House to treat as
confidential.”

Now, the package sent over from the independent counsel is a re-
ferral. It is one three-ring binder of 445 pages consisting of an in-
troduction, 25 pages; a narrative, 280 pages; and a statement of
grounds or charges, 140 pages. That is the document that we pro-
pose upon adoption of this resolution to disseminate to the public
and to the world.

Also sent over were appendices. Those are six three-ring binders
of 2,600 pages, which contain information on the Paula Jones case,
telephone logs and other material. We are informed that that is
part of what the independent counsel is referring to as matters of
a personal nature that he respectfully urged us to treat as con-
fidential.

In addition, there is another element called “everything else.”
That consists of grand jury transcripts, audiotapes and videotapes.
So the appendices and everything else requires some sensitivity in
dealing with.
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Now, Mr. Conyers and I are mindful that people’s reputations
are at risk here. We think it appropriate and decent that we go
through the material included in the appendices and eve?'thing
else to winnow out irrelevancies, material that does not relate to
the core issue and will unduly damage innocent people. We have
no idea of the bulk, the complexity, any of that, but it is our pro-
posal and it is the proposal of this resolution to immediately get
out to the public the introduction, the narrative and the grounds,
that is 445 pages, and then give us some time.

You have generously given us 2 weeks to review this other mate-
rial. The bias is to release it all. The urge is to release it all, but
mindful of people’s reputations, we pray for the flexibility to give
us time to review it, inventory it ang winnow out matters that we
think are more harmful than?:elpful.

We would like the trust of the body to trust Mr. Conyers and my-
self and our staffs to do the right thing. We are not withholding
anything from anybody that goes to the grand issue, the macro
issue here, but we are trying to do it in a decent, responsible way.

Now, how is that review proposed to take place? Mr. Conyers and
I thought and still think that it would be more expeditious if he
and I had that responsibility and were permitted to designate some
of our staff, who, By dividing the labor, can do this fairly quickly,
make the inventory and make recommendations to us. We then re-
port back to you folks and tell you what we found and what we pro-
pose to do, again with our bias, not only our bias, but our directive
under this rule, to disseminate everything to the people, but try to
protect innocent people.

Now, there is a controversy. Other members of the committee
want to do that, too. They want access. It is very hard for Mr. Con-
yers and me to tell a member of the Judiciary Committee that we
are going to look at it and you can’t, but it is an effort of practical-
ity to try to limit the circle of people so that privacy may be pre-
served. 1 can live with either system, but I do prefer, and Mr. Con-
yers and I both agree, to limit access to these things inasmuch as
we are mandated to deliver them anyway. We will deliver them to
the people, but we want to try and protect innocent reputations.

If that is the will of this committee, if that is the will of the
House, fine. If it is not, and you want the whole committee to do
that, that is okay, too. I can live with that, but I just want to go
on record as saying that Mr. Conyers and I prefer to have a small,
limited group do this quick inventory and winnow it out.

Now, that said, if you will indulge me, I do have a few things
to say, and I will try to be brief.

The CHAIRMAN. Take as much time as you want.

Mr. HYDE. Thank you. As we all know, this begins a process of
immense consequence, a process that our Constitution thrusts on
the House of Representatives. The solemn duty confronting us re-

uires that we attain a heroic level of bipartisanship and we con-

uct our deliberations in full, fair and an impartial manner. This
may prove to be a lofty challenge, but I believe the gravity of our
respﬁnsibilities will overwhelm the petty partisanships that infect
us all.

I intend to work closely and have been working closely with my
Democratic colleagues on the committee, and particularly the
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Ranking Member Mr. Conyers. I want to commend everyone for
pursuing this matter in such a professional and nonpartisan man-
ner, and I want to mention Mr. Gephardt. We have had two meet-
ings with him. He has been conciliatory and helpful, as has the
Speaker. And I think one good aspect of this otherwise dreary pros-
pect has been the understanding of the need for us to work to-
gether, and so far, so good.

The American people deserve a competent, independent and bi-
partisan review of the independent counsel’s referral. They have to
have confidence. We must be credible. Politics should be checked at
the door, party affiliation secondary, and America’s future must be-
come our only concern.

I will not participate in a political witch hunt. If the evidence
does not justify a full impeachment investigation, I won’t rec-
ommend one to the House. However, if the evidence does justify an
inquiry, I will unhesitatingly recommend a further inquiry. But in
exercising this responsibility, our committee will not take at face
value the assertions or conclusions of any particular party. It is not
the responsibility of the independent counsel under the statute to
declare this impeachable or that impeachable. He is to report to us
activities, actions, elements that may be impeachable, and we will
make that decision. We understand that.

We will undertake a full, fair, independent review of the evi-
dence, and we will arrive at our own conclusions. In any impeach-
ment proceeding, the House does not determine the guilt or inno-
cence of the subject. We function like a grand jury. We determine
whether there is sufficient evidence to charge an executive branch
officer with high crimes and misdemeanors. Thus, the Senate must
try that official on those charges. We have not reached that point,
and no one should jump to conclusions or assume the worst.

At this stage we don’t know what information the independent
counsel has sent to the House, but given the gravity to this situa-
tion we must act now. The Rules Committee must lead, and I cer-
tainly appreciate your willingness to address this task expedi-
tiously.

Our first challenge is to ensure that the American people are
given what is rightly theirs, information, if there is any, that may
constitute grounds for impeachment of their duly elected President
while ensuring that the House’s constitutional duty to conduct a
full, fair and independent review is not jeopardized.

Mr. Chairman, I agree with the considered judgment of Speaker
Gingrich and Minority Leader Gephardt that the full House should
authorize the immediate release to the public of the introduction,
the narrative and the statement or rationale of the grounds. This
initial release, insofar as practicable, would not include raw evi-
dentiary material which might contain information about individ-
uals unrelated to this investigation.

The resolution should grant to the Committee on the Judicia
the authority to release this latter material, if release is warranted,
after the committee has had a chance to review this material.

Because of the importance of the material, the resolution should
contain a presumption of release and a date certain for the Judici-
ary Committee to report its findings and plans for ultimate release.
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This referral belongs to the American people. They have a right
to know its contents. They have patiently waited as rumors and
speculation have substituted for fact and information. It is time we
move this process ahead, and the public release of the referral will
further this goal.

Mr. Chairman, we are not yet beginning a full impeachment in-
quiry, but I want to take a moment to address the issue of im-
peachment. Constitutional scholars disagree as to what an im-
peachable offense is, but there are some principles we should keep
in mind. Peter Rodino, when he was CEairman of the Judiciary
Committee during the Nixon inquiry, and Mr. Conyers was privi-
leged to serve on that committee, another great argument against
term limits, I might say parenthetically, had a review of the con-
stitutional impeachment authority, and had a very good staff of
lawyers do a fine review of it, and I have attached that as an ap-
pendix to my statement, and so I will not read it now.

TheuCHAIRMAN. Without objection that will appear in the record
as well.

[The information follows:]
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Foreword

Iam pleased to make available a staff report regarding the constitu-
tional grounds for tgnsidontial impeachment prepared for the use of
the Committes on the Judiciary by the legal staff of its impeachment
inquiry.

it is understood that the views and conclusions contained in the
nm are staff views and do not necessarily reflect those of the com-
m

or any of its members,
‘ E

Prrzr W. Rooivo, Jr.
Framvaxy 28, 1974,
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I. Introduction

_The Constitution deals with the subject of impeachment and oon-
glctmn at six places. The scope of the power is set out in Article II,
ection 4:

The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the
United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment
for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high
Crimes and Misdemeanors.

Other provisions deal with procedures and consequences. Article I,
Section 2 states:

The House of Representatives . . . shall have the sole Power
of Impeachment.

Similarly, Article I, Section 3, describes the Senate’s role:

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeach-
ments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath
or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is
tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall
be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the
Members present.

The same section limits the consequences of judgment in cases of
impeachment :

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend fur-
ther than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold
and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the
United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be
ltable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Pun-
ishment, according to Law.

Of lesser significance, although mentioning the subject, are: Arti-
cle IT, Section 2:
The President . . . shall have Power to grant Reprieves and
Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in
Cases of Impeachment.

Acrticle ITI, Section 2:

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment,
shall be by Jury....

Before November 15, 1973 a number of Resolutions calling for the
impeachment of President Richard M. Nixon had been introduced in
the House of Representatives, and had been referred by the Speaker
of the House, Hon. Carl Albert, to the Committee on the Judiciary
for consideration, investigation and report. On November 13, an-
ticipating the magnitude of the Committee’s task, the House voted

(1)
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2

funds to enable the Committee to carry out its assignment and in that
regard to select an inquiry staff to assist the Committee.

On Februnry 6.1974, the House of Representatives by a vote of 410
to 4 “authorized and directed” the Committee on the Judiciary “to in-
vestignte fully and completely whether sufficient grounds exist for the
House of Representatives to exercise its constitutional power to im-
peach Richard M. Nixon, President of the United States of America.”

_To implement the authorization (H. Res. 803) the House also pro-
vided that “For the purpose of making such investigation, the com-
mittes is authorized to require ... by subpoena or otherwise ... the
attendance and testimony of any person ... and ... the production of
such things; and ... by interrogatory, the furnishing of such infor-
mation, as it deems necessary to such investigation.”

This was but the second time in the history of the United States
that the House of Representatives resolved to investigate the possi-
bility of impeachment of a President. Some 107 years earlier the
House had investigated whether President Andrew Johnson should
be impeached. Understandably, little attention or thought has been
given the subject of the mid‘ntial impeachment process during the
intervening years. The Inquiry Staff, at the request of the Judiciary
Committee, has prepared this memorandum on constitutional grounds
for presidentinl impenchment. As the factual investigation progresses,
it will become possible to state more specifically the constitutional, legal
and ‘:oneeptual framework within which the staff and the Committee
wWork.

Delicate issues of basic constitutional law are involved. Those issues
cannot be defined in detail in advance of full investigation of the facts.
The Supreme Court of the United States does not reach out, in the
ahstinet. to mle on the constitutionality of statutes or of condnct.
C'nees must be brought and adjudicated on particular facts in terms
of the Constitution. Similarly, the House does not engage in abstract,
advisorv or hvpothetical debates abont the precise nature of condnct
that calle for the exercise of its constitutional powers; rather, it must
await full development of the facta and understanding of the events
to which those facts relate.

What is said here does not reflect any prejudgment of the facts or
any opinion or inference respecting the allegations being investigated.
This memorandum is written before completion of the full and fair
factual investigation the House directed be undertaken. It is intended
to he a review of the precedents and available interpretive materials,
seeking general principles to guide the Committee. .

This memorandum offers no fixed standards for ejetanmqu whether
grounds for impeachment exist. The framers did not write a fixed
standard. Instead thev adopted from English history s standard suf-
ficiently general and flexible to meet future circumstances and events,
the natnre and character of which they could not foresee.

The House has set in motion an nnnsual constitutional procees, con-
ferred solely upon it by the Constitution. by directing the Judiciary
Committee to “investigate fully and completely wheﬂ.nr. cuﬁcm!t
grounds exist for the House of Representatives to exercise its consti-
tntional power to impeach.” This action was not partisan. It was sup-
ported by the overshelming majoritv of both political parties. Nor
was it intended to obstruct or weaken the presidency. It was sapported
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by Members firmly committed to the need for a strong presidency
and a healthy executive branch of our government. 'I])Z‘ie House of
Representatives acted out of a clear sense of constitutional duty to
resolve issues of a kind that more familiar constitutional processes are
unable to resolve.

To assist the Committee in working toward that resolution, this
memorandum mﬁ)orts-u‘%?n the history, purpose and meaning of the
constitutional phrase, “Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and
Misdemeanors.” .
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II. The Historical Origins of Impeachment

The Constitution provides that the President . . . shall be removed
from Office on Impenchment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery,
or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.” The framers could have
written simply “or other crimes”—as indeed they did in the provision
for extrndition of criminal offenders from one stats to another. They
did not do that. If they had meant simply to denote seriousness, they
could have done so directly. They did not do that either. They adopted
instead a unique phrase used for centuries in English parlismentary
impeachments, for the meaning of which one must look to history.

he origins and use of impeachment in England, the circumstances
under which impeachment became a part of the American constitu-
tional system, and the American experience with impeachment are
the best available sources for developing an understanding of the
function of impeachment and the circumstances in which it may be-
como nppropriate in relation to the presidency.

A. Twe Enorian ParLiaMENTARY PRACTICE

Alexander Hamilton wrote, in No. 65 of The Federalist, that Great
Britain had served as “the model from which [impeachment] has
beon borrowed.” Accordingly, its history in England is useful to an
understanding of the purpose and scope of impeachment in the
United States.

Parlinment developed the impeachment process as a means to exer-
cisn some measire of control over the power of the King. An impeach-
ment proceeding in England was & direct method of bri to
account the King's ministers and favorites—men who might other-
wise have heen bevond reach. Impeachment, at least in its early his-
torv. has been ealled “the most powerful weapon in the political arm-
oury. short of ciril war.” ! It played a continuing role in the struggles
hetween King and Parlinment that resulted in the formation of the
unwritten English constitution. In this respect impeachment was one
of the tools used by the English Parliament to create more responsive
and responsible government and to redress imbalances when they
occurred.?

The long struzgle hv Parliament to assert legal restraints over the
nnbridled will of the King ultimately reached a climax with the execu-
tion of Charles I in 1649 and the establishment of the Commonwealth
under Oliver Cromwell. In the course of that struggle, Parliament
songht to exert restraints over the King by removing those of his
ministers who most effectively advanced the King's absolutist pur-

Presidentinl Address™ reprodoced 1o 8 Trenssctions, Royel Histericel

! Plncknett.
Sortety, 5th Series. 32),
-q,'." o rally c_".?.g.’-n,’n. Grewth of Respensidls Government in Stsert Pagland

Kee gone
{Cambridee 1900).
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es, Chief among them was Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford.
he House of Commons imgeached him in 1640. As with earlier im-
achments, the thrust of the charge was damage to the state.® The
rst article of impeachment alleged *

That he . . . hath traiterously endeavored to subvert the
Fundamental Laws and Government of the Realms . . . and
in stead thereof, to introduce Arbitrary and Tyrannical Gov-
ernment against Law. ...

The other articles against Strafford included charges ranging from
the allegation that he had assumed regal power and exercised it tyran-
nically to the charge that he had subverted the rights of Parliament.®
Charmecteristically, impeachment was used in individual cases to
reach offenses, as perceived by Parliament, against the system of gov-
ernment. The charges, variously denominated “treason,” “high trea-
son,” “misdemeanors,” “malversations,” and “high Crimes and Mis-
demeanors,” thus included allegations of misconduct as various as the
kings (or their ministers) were ingenious in devising means of ex-
panding royal power.
At the time of the Constitutional Convention the phrase “high
Crimes and Misdemeanors” had been in use for over 400 years in im-
hment proceedings in Parliament.® It first appears in 1386 in the
impeachment of the King’s Chancellor, Michael de la Pole, Ear! of
Suffolk.” Some of the charges may have involved common law of-
fenses.® Others plainly did not : de la Pole was charged with breaking
a promise he made to the full Parlinment to execute in connection
with a parlismentary ordinance the advice of a committee of nine
lords rding the improvement of the estate of the King and the
realm; “this was not done, and it was the fault of himself as he was
then chief officer.” He was also charged with failing to expend a sum
that Parliament had directed be used to ransom the town of Ghent,
because of which “the said town was lost.” ®

» Strafford was charged with treason, a term defined in 1302 by the Statute of Trenont
35 Pdw. 8, stat. 8, ¢. 2 (1352). The particular charges against him presumebly woal:
bave been within the compass of the general, or “salvo,” clause of that statute, but did not
fall ‘within any of the enumersted acts of treason. Strafford rested his defense 1n part on
that faflore; his eloguence om the tlon of pective tr [ re you do
not awake these sieeping lions, by the uuchhf out some neglected moth-eaten records,
the{ may one day tear and your posterity In pleces: it was your ancestors’ care to
chaln them up within urd’e:m of statutes; be not ‘yon ambitions ta be more
skiifel and eurtous tham {our forefathers in the art of killing™ Celedreted Triale 518
(Phila. 1887) may have dlssuaded the Commons from bringing the trial to a vote In the
House of Lords ; instead they caused his execution by bill of attajnder.

sJ. Rashworth, The Trysl of Thomas Eerl of Btrafford, in 8 Historical Collections 8

¥ Rnshworth, suprs n. 4, at 8-0. R Berier. I Ament: The Constitutional Prodlems
30 (1918), states that the impeachment of Strafford “. . . constitutes a grest watersbed

in Englieh conrtitutional history of which the Founders were aware.”
¢ Boe v A. Simpeon, A Trestise on F te 81-100 (Phkiladeiphia,
1910) (Apoendix Origin of Impeach-

. ] lvmhm
of Eoglish Imoeachment Trials) ; M. V. Clerke, “The gt
ment” in Osford Bseoys in Medieval History 164 ‘Oxlord, 1934). Reading and avalysin
the early history of English impeachments is complicated by the paucity and ambiguity
the records. The analysis that follows 1o this section has been drawn largely from the
lcholmhl‘r'o! others, checked axainst the original records where possible.

The basis for whbat b the impeach t p dare ngpnmmv originated in 1341,
when the Kiog and Parliament alike aceepted the principle that the King's ministers were
to answer in Parliament for their misdeeds. C. Robertn, supre n. 2, at 7. Offenses against

a Carta, for example, were failing for technicalities in the ordinary courts. and
therefore Pariiament provided that offenders againat Magna Carts be declared in Parlta-
maent and jndged by their peers. Clarke, supre, at 173.

T Rimpeon, supre n. 8. at 88: Berger. supra n. 3. at 61: Adams and Stevens, Select
Doouments of English Constitutionsl History 148 (Tondon 1927).

s For sxample, de 1a Pole was charged with purchasing property of great value from the
King while nsing hin position as Chancellor to have the lands appraised at lees than they
were worth, all in violation of his oath. In deceit of the King and In neglect of the need
of the realm. Adams and Stevens, supre n. 7. at 148,

* Adamoe and Stevens, supre n. 7, at 148-150.
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The phrase does not renppear in impeachment proceedings until
1430, In that vear articles o geﬁpeachmeg: against V&iliam do%: Pole,
Dulie of Suffolk (n descendant of Michael} y charged him with several
acts of high trenson. but also with “high Crimes and Misdemean--
ors.”” 1* inclnding such various offenses as “advising the King to grant
liberties and privileges to certain persons to the hindrance of the due
execution of the laws.” “procuring offices for persons who were uniit,
and“umvonhy of them” and “squandering away the public treas-
e, 1t

Impeachment was used frequently during the reigns of James I
(1803-1625) and Charles I (1628-1849). fm i (’E:mpenod from
1620 to 164D over 100 impeachments were voted by the House of
Commons.'* Some of these im&eochments charged high treason, as in
the case of Strafford ; others charged high crimes and misdemeanors.
The Iatter included both statutory offenses, particularly with respect
to the Crown monopolies. and non-statutory offenses. For example, Sir
Henry Yelverton, the King's Attorney Genersl, was impo‘&ed in
1621 of high crimes and misdemeanors in that he failed to prosecute
nfter commencing suits, and cxercised authority before it was properly
vested in him.1?

There were no impeachments during the Commonwealth (1649
1680). Following the end of the Commonweaith and the Restoration
of Charles IT (1860-1683) a more powerful Parliament expanded
somewhat the scope of “high Crimes and Misdemeanors” by impeach-
ing officers of the Crown for such things as negligent discharge of
duties " and imrmprieties in office.’*

The phrase “high Crimes and Misdemeanors” appears in nearly all
of the comparatively fow impeachments that occurred in the eight-
venth century. Many of the charges involved abuse of official power
ar trust, For example. Edward. Earl of Oxford, was charged in 1701
with “vinlation of his duty and trust” in that, while & member of the
King's privy council. he took advantage of the ready sccess he had to
the King to secnre various royal rents and revenues for his own use,
therchy greatly diminishing the revenues of the crown and subjecting
the people of England to “grievous taxes.” * Oxford was also charged
with procuring & naval commission for William Kidd, “known to be
n person of ill fame and reputation,” and ordering him “to pursue
the intended vorage, in which Kidd did commit diverse piracies . . .,
being thereto encouraged through hopes of bein protected by the
high station and interest of Oxford, in violation of the Jaw of nations,
and the interruption and discouragement of the trade of England.” V'

» 4 Hateell 67 (Shn;:mtlaln:‘d.. ﬂ‘ll,.'f:n.r.!:!l;( London 1796, 1818).

n twe . &t §T.

-:'xf:u'-‘i“ h-n" t {1640-48) siose tmpesched 98 pervens. Reberts, seprs B 2,
Y Howen Stte Trieie ‘.m}xu‘ 113087 (e 1, 8 oné €). Bes gemerully Simpeos,
"W' e o1'the Ruvy, was charged fn 1068 with negligeat preparation
Dut aegligent Josy of & ship. The latter wus predieated
snuhniwmhl-'oﬂgthnm. bhi’u:‘mtmchbm % & Wovring.

. BAA-ST (& . 8Y.
'ﬁg&’immmw" was charged ia 1680, among other things, with brewbeating
witaesves 53¢ commenting on thelr crediMility, asd m:n‘m&ghm
mmn'mmc-mw-ununmnmem«mthm 8 Howel
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The impeachment of Warren Hastings, first attempted in 1786 and
concluded in 1795, is particularly important becanse contemporane-
ous with the American Convention debates. Hastings was the first
Governor-General of India. The articles indicate that Hastings was
being charged with high crimes and misdemeanors in the form o?gros
maladministration, corruption in office, and cruelty toward the people
of India."

Two points emerge from the 400 years of English parliamentary ex-
perience with the phrase “high Crimes and Misdemeanors.” First, the
particular allegations of misconduct alleged damage to the state in
such forms as misapplication of funds, abuse of official power, neglect
of duty, encroachment on Parliament’s Krcrontives, corruption, and
betrayal of trust.® Second, the phrase “high Crimes and L&demean-
ors” was confined to Fa.rliamentarz impeachments; it had no roots in
the ordinary criminal law, ** and the particular allegations of miscon-
duct under that heading were not necessarily limited to common law or
statutory derelictions or crimes.

B. Tae INTENTION OF THE FRAMERS

The debates on impeachment at the Constitutional Convention in
Philadelphia focus principally on its apglicabilitv to the President.
The framers sought to create a responsible though strong executive ;
they hoped, in the words of Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts, that
“the maxim would never be adopted here that the chief Magistrate
could do [no] wrong.” 2* Impeachment was to be one of the central ele-
ments of executive responsibility in the framework of the new govern-
ment as they conceived it.

The constitutional grounds for impeachment of the President re-
ceived little direct attention in the Convention ; the phrase “other high
Crimes and Misdemeanors” was ultimately added to “Treason” and
“Bribery” with virtually no debate. There is evidence, however, that
the framers were aware of the technical meaning the phrase had ac-
quired in English impeachmenta. :

Ratification by nine states was required to convert the Constitution
from a proposed plan of government to the supreme law of the land.
The public debates in the state ratifying conventions offer evidence of
the contemporaneous understanding of the Constitution equally as
compelling as the secret deliberations of the delegates in Philadelphia.
That evidence, together with the evidence found in the debates during
the First Congress on the power of the President to discharge an
executive officer appointed with the advice and consent of the Senate,

» Seo gonevelly Marshall, The Imposchment of Warren Hestings (Oxford, 1968).

» resolutions proposed b und Burke in 1780 and accepted by the
mul?: a‘-h en of l-mthmeuz in 1787, ;ot.l eriming) and non-crimtnal offenses appear.
The fourth for example, ng that Hastings had confiscated the landed income
of the Begume of was deser! by Pitt anr ¢hat of all others that bore the strongest

marks of eriminality. Marshall. supre, a. 19, at 63.

e i - on (ho ether’ be'nd, Niown us the Benares charge. elntmed that cir-

mmwm-ﬁowmﬁe t
N’ jes

of goed fal uity, moderation and mildness.” Instead, con-

tinned the ehmm-n pnnokecm‘ :vog ta Benares, resuiting in “tbe arrest of the
ra three revolutions in the country and great loss, wheredy the said Hastings is gnilty
of,:.‘ln orime asd misdemeanor i the destruction of the mntr{ aforesaid.” The Com-
mons accepted this article, voting 11970 that these were grounds fo
s0n, supre a. 6, at 168-170 ; Marshall, supre n. 19, at xv, 48,

5 8o, 0.9, et 6, at 76-71.

B The Necords of ‘fhe Federal Comvention 68 (M. Farrand ed. 1911) (brackets In
original). Hereafter cited as Furrand.

X e Com
r impeachment. 8imp-



29
8

shows that the framers intended impeachment to be a constitutional
safeguard of the public trust, the powers of government conferred
upon the President and other civil officers, and the division of powers
among the legislative, judicial and executive departments.

1. THE PURPOSE OF THE IMPEACHMENT REMEDY

Among the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation apparent to
the delegates to the Constitutional Convention was that they provided
for a purely legislative form of government whose ministers were sub-
servient to Congress. One of the first decisions of the delegates was that
their new plan should include s separate executive, judiciary, and
legisiature.?? However, the framers sought to avoid the creation of a
too-powerful executive. The Revolution had been fought against the
tyranny of a king and his council, and the framers sought to build in
safeguards against executive abuse and usurpation of power. They ex-
plicity rejected a plural executive, despite arguments that they were
creating “the foetus of monarchy,” * because a single person would give
the most responsibility to the office.” For the same reason, they rejected
pro Is for a council of advice or privy council to the executive.”*

he provision for a single executive was vigorously defended at
the time of the state ratifying conventions as a protection against
executive tyranny and wrongdoing. Alexander Hamilton made the
most carefully reasoned argument in Federalist No. 70, one of the series
of Federalist Papers prepared to advocate the ratification of the
Constitution by the State of New York. Hamilton criticized both a
plural executive and s council because they tend “to conceal faults
and destroy responsibility.” A plural executive, he wrote, deprives the
people of “the two greatest securities they can have for the faithful

®1 Farrand 122

™ 1 Farrand 68.

® Thin argument was made Dy James Wileon of Peansylvasia, who also said that he
preferred a single executive “ad giving most energy dlspetch and responsibility to the
office.”” 1 Farrund 63,

e A number of suggestions for a Council to the President were made during the Con-
vention. Only nne was voted on, and It was rejected three states to eight. This proposal,
by Geo! ason, called (or a privy el of six bers—two each from the eastern,
middie, and southern stateo—oelected bv the Semate for staggered six-year terms, with
two Jeaving office every two years. 2 Farrand 537, 542.

Gouverneur Morris and aries Pinckpey. both of whom spoke ia tion to other

roposals for a council, suggested & privy council composed of tbe Chief Justice and the
eads of executive departments. ndrhrlvpoul however, expressly provided that tbe
President “shall ia =il cases exercise Ms own Judgment s efther ctaform to (the)
opinions {of the council} or nnt as he may think proper.” Each oficer wh> wis & mem
of the councll would ‘De respousihle for his opinioca on the affairs relating to Mis cular
Department” and liable to impeachment and removal from offies “for neg! of daty
.mraivernation, or corruption.” 2 Farrand 342—44.

Morris and Pinckney’'s proposal was referred to ¢the Committes on Detail, which re-
ported a prorision for an expanded privy coundl fncluding the President of the Benate
sod the Speaker of the House. The council's duty was to advise the President "in matters
reepecting the exeemtion of his Office, which he stnall think pm.r to lay before them:
Rnt tbelr advice shall ant conclude him. nor uffect his responsidility for the measures
which he shail sdopt.™ 2 Farrand 367. This provision was never brought to a vote or
debated In the Convention.

Opgue-n of a council argued that it would lessen executive respunsidility. A counell,
sajd Jamen Wileon, “oftener serves to cover, thanwnt mal a 987,
And the Committee of Eleven, consisting of one delegute from each stats, to which pro-
posals for a councll to the President as well as other questions of policy were referred,
decided aguinst & councll, on the ground that the Presideat, “dy Fe'ndll' 2is Council—to
concur in his wreag measures, wouM acwaire tbeir on for them.” 2 Farrand 842.

fome delegates thought the resposaidility of the dent to be “chimerical” : Guaning
Beford because “he could sot be punished for mistaken” 2 Farrand 43; Eldbridge Gerry,
with respect te momsination for o becatise the President counld "d'lr: plead ignor-
ance.” 2 Farrand 539. Benjamin Frankils favored a Council because it “wouid sot valy be &
check o8 & dad President dut a rellef to & good ove.” He asverted that the delegates had
o e ek o L e Thoweg. that “cabrices fhe Iairifves of
is ¢ - e, $
Cavorites & mivtresses, &¢.” were “the means moet prevalent (n wosarchies.” 3 Furrand 842
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exercise of any delegated power"—“[r]esponsibility . . . to censure
and to punishment.” When censure is divided and responsibility un-
certain, “the restraints of public opinion . . . lose their efficacy” and
“the opportunity of discovering with facility and clearness the mis-
conduct of the persons [the public] trust, in order either to their
removal from office, or to their actual punishment in cases which admit
of it” is lost.* A council, too, “would serve to destroy, or would greatly
diminish, the intended and necessary responsibility of the Chief
Magistrate himself.” ** It is, Hamilton concluded, “far more safe
‘[that] there should be a single object for the jealousy and watchful-
ness of the ieople’ . . . all multiplication of the Executive is rather
dangerous than friendly to liberty.”

James Iredell, who flayed a leading role in the North Carolina rat-
1fym.§‘ convention and later became a justice of the Supreme Court,
said that under the proposed Constitution the President “is of a very
different nature from a monarch. He is to be . . .. personally responsi-
ble for any abuse of the great trust reposed in him.” * In the same con-
vention, William R. Davie, who had been a delegate in Philadelphia,
explained that the “predominant principle” on which the Convention
had provided for a single executive was “the more obvious responsi-
bility of one person.” When there was but one man, said Davie, “the
public were never at a loss” to fix the blame.” .

- James Wilson, in the Pennsylvania convention, described the securit
furnished by a single executive as one of its “very important aé‘:
vantages”:

The executive power is better to be trusted when it has no
screen. Sir, we have a responsibility in the person of our
President; he cannot act improperiy, and hide either his
negligence or inattention; he cannot roll upon any other per-
son the weight of his criminality; no appointment can take
place without his nomination ; and he is responsible for eve
nomination he makes. . . . Add to all this, that officer is
placed high, and is possessed of power far from being con-

. temptible, yet not a single privilege is annexed to his char-
acter; far being above the laws, he is amenable to them
in his private character as a citizen, and in his public char-
acter by impeackment.®*

As Wilson’s statement suggests, the impeachability of the Presi-
dent was considered to be an important element of his responsibility.

™ Thy Pedereliet No. 70, at 459-81 (Modern Library 4.} (A. Hamilton) (hereinafter
cited as Federalist). The “multiplication of the Executive,” Hamilton wrote, ‘‘ndds to the
diffculty of detection™:
The circumstances which may have led to any national mincarringe of misfortune
are t 0 plicated that, where there are & number of actors who may
have had different degrees and kinds of agency, though we may clearly see upon
the whole that thers bas been mismanagement, yet it may be !nf‘ueuabh to pro-
sounce to whose account the evil which may have been Incurred it truly

ehargeahle.
1f there should be “collusion between the partles concerned, how easy it s to clothe the
clrenmstances with so much ambiguity, as to render it uncertain what was the precise con-
duct of sny of those partiea " J4. at 400.
 Pedersiiat No. 10 at 461. Hamiiton stated :
A council to & magistrate, who Is himself responsible for what he does, are ien«
erully nothing better than a clog upon his good intentions, are often the instru.
n‘ents a:d accomplices of Bis bad, and are almost alwars & cloak to his fauits,
I4. at 40268
» Pederslist No. 70 at 462,
®4 7 Elltot, The Dedates in the Seversl Btate Conventiona on the Adoption of the
"3'51'1’»'5'?83' tion T4 (reprint of 24 od.) (hereinafter cited as Elliot.)
®2 Biliet 430 (emphasie In original).
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Impeachment had been included in the proposals befors the Constitu-
tional Convention from its beginning.** .\ specific provision. making
the executive removable from office on impeachment and conviction
for “mal-practice or neglect of duty,” was unanimously adopted even
Lefore it was decided that the executive wonld be a single person.®

The only major debate on the desirability of impeachment occurred
when it was moved that the provision for impeachment be dropped,
n motion that was defeated by o vote of eight states to two.*

One of the arguments made against the impeachability of the exec-
utive was that ﬁ: “would periodically be tried for his behavior by
his electors” and “ought to be subject to no intermediate trial, b
impeachment.” ** Another was that the executive could “do ne crimi-
nal act without Coadjutors [assistants] who may be punished.” ™
Without his subordinates, it was asserted, the executive “can do noth-
ing of consequence,” and they would “be amenable by impeachment to
the public Justice.” *' v

This latter argument was made by Gonveneur Morris of Pennsyl-
vania, who abandoned it during the course of the debate, concluding
that the executive should be impenchatle.”™ Before Morris changed
his position, however, George Mason had replied to his earlier
argument:

Shall any man be above justice! Abave all shall that man
be above it, who can commit the most extensive injustice!
When great crimes wers committed hs was for punishing the
principal as well as the Coadjutors.”

James Madison of Virginia argued in favor of impeachment stating
that some provision was “indispensible” to defend the community
aginst “the incapacity, negligence or perfidy of the chief Magistrate.”
With n single executive, Madison urgued, unlike & legislature whose
colloctive nature provided security, “loss of capsci? or corruption
wns more within the eoniam of grobable events, snd either of them
might be fatal to the Republic.” * Benjamin Franklin supported

= The Virginia Plan, @ifteen reaninti propesed b‘} Ed d Rasdolph st the beginning
of the Cosrention. served an the baste of ita early defiberstions. The ninth resoistion rrve
rho‘n;gonl Judiclary jurisdiction over “impeachments of any National officers.” 1 Far-
ran

w1 Farrand 48, Jnst befare the adoptinn of thin provision, & proposal te make the
rzrentive remorable from office by the lerisiature lrl of & majority of the
state legisintures bad Deen overwhelm! rejected. /4. 87, In the course of debate on
Erecttive at plesrare g"‘”‘ vtion ‘that wa “:?;.ng o aking him "the

erutive & eagure—e $6 : ] was promp »
mere mhn’“ the lLeghrlature” 1n viviation of “the fundamental gﬂadplo of good
Gov?‘hmt."‘cad “m sever formally proposed te the Comvention. /4. 85-88

b

»3 Forrand A7 {Rafns King). Rimflarly, Gouversenr Morris contended that {f an
szerutive rhrgva with a eriminal act were reelected, "tbat will be sufiicient proof of bis

innacence.” 14, 64.
wan alse argued in opnosition to the impesch rvvldo& that the exrentive
-Mx-tﬂd not be |nmchnb|e “whilst in office”—an apperent aliusion to the constitutions of
Visginta and Delaware. which them provided that the gevermor (unlike other officers)
eonld be tmpenched ouly aftor he loft office. 74, See 7 Therpe. TA¢ Fodernl and State Uen-
8 (1909 and 1 id. 5OS. In rewposse ts this position, it wes argued
raatatetn bie ::. from b’uch:n.:. lgn'nnh‘nwt ""2: m.:" 'mv bg
o
;:‘ :?‘ll‘::l;-;aeeg(.“ cootended Wiliam R. Davie of Xorth Carsliza. 2 Farrusd 84,
Georne Mason amserted that the lumdmrvyﬂnc‘cem Har
reanon 1n favor of impeschments whilst {n office™: “Shall the man whe hu&n eor-
m&umtn«nmnowmnmmmumu, s
snenype resishkment, by repesting his guiit 4. 88,
:z Farrand 64,

2 Farrand 84. "
,;.mss.;‘wmuummmgmmmm.mmmmm;
rra )
®» 2 Farrand 83,
-ghm-aes-e&
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impeachment as “favorable to the executive”; where it was not
available and the chief magistrate had “rendered himself obnoxious,”
recourse was had to agsassination. The Constitution should provide for
the “regular punishment of the Executive when his misconduct should
deserve it, and for his honorable acquittal when he should be unjustly
accused.” Edmund Randolph also defended “the propriety of
impeachments”:

The Executive will have great opportunitys of abusing his
power; particularly in time of war when the military force,
and in some respects the public money will be in his hands.
Should no regular punishment be provided it will be
irregularly inflicted by tumults & insurrections.*s

The one argument made by th= opponents of impeachment to which
no direct response was made during the debate was that the executive
would be too dependent on the legislature—that, as Charles Pinckney

ut it, the lefﬁ' sture would hold impeachment “as a rod over the

xecutive and by that means effectually destroy his independence.”
That issue, which involved the forum for trying impeachments and
the mode of electing the executive, troubled the Convention until its
closing days. Throughout its deliberations on ways to avoid executive
subservience to the legislature, however, the Convention never recon-
sidered its early decision to make the executive removable through
the procees of impeachment.*

2. ADOPTION OF “HIGH CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS"

Briefly, and late in the Convention, the framers addreseed the quee-
tion how to describe the ds for impeachment consistent with its
intended function. They did so only after the mode of the President’s
election was settled in & way thwt did not make him (in the words of
James Wilson) “the Minion of the Senate.” **

The draft of the Constitution then before the Convention provided
for his removal upon im ent and conviction for “treason or
bribery.” George n objected that these grounds were too limited :

Why is the provision restrained to Treason & bribery onlyt .
Tresson as defined in the Constitution will not reach many
?ut and dangerous offenses. Hastings is not guilty of

reason. Attempts to subvert the Constitution may not be
Treason as above defined—As bills of attainder which have
saved the British Constitution are forbidden, it is the more
necessary to extend : the power of impeachments.*

Mason then moved to add the word “malsdministration” to the other
two grounds. Maladministration was a term in use in six of the thir-
teen state constitutions as a ground for impeachment, including
Mason’s home state of Virginia.*’

When James Madison objected that “so vague a term will be

a3 Farrind 66,
%2 Farrand 67.

nd 86. ) . ;
“!eo,z';pondxx B for.a chronological account of the Convention's deliberations on
tn:eulmen: and pelited tasues, . . .
Férrand 528, . . ’

2 P
%2 Farrand 550, -
¢ The grounds for impeschment of the Governor of Virginia were “mll-ldainh‘;_r:uon

corruption, or other means, by which the l;at’; of the State may be endangered.” T orpe,
The Federal snd Btate Conatitution 8818 ( 1909).

289997 43
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equivalent to a tenure during pleasure of the Senate,” Mason withdrew
“maladministration” and substituted “high crimes and misdemeanors

. the State,” which was adopted eight states to three, apparently
with no further debate.**

That the framers were familiar with English parliamentary im-
peachment proceedings is clear. The impeacﬁment of Warren Hast-
ings, Governor-General of India, for high crimes and misdemeanors
was voted just a few weeks before the beginning of the Constitutional
Convention and George Mason referred to it in the debatea®® Hamil-
ton, in the Faderalist No. 85, referred to Great Britain as “the model
from which [im ent] has been borrowed.” Furthermore, the
framers were well-educated men. Many were also lawyers. Of these, at
least nine had studied !aw in England.*

The Convention had earlier demonstrated its fnmiliarity with the
term “high misdemeanor.” ** A draft constitution had used *high mis-
demeanor” in its provision for the extradition of offenders from one
stats to another.*’ The Convention, xppsnmtl; unanimously struck
“high misdemeanor” and inserted “other crime,” “in order to compre-
hend all proper cases: it being doubtful whether ‘high misdemeanor’
had nota 't ical meaning too limited.” *

The “technical meani referred to. is the parliamentary use of
the term “high misdeameanor.” Blackstone’s. gmwnta:iu on the
Laws of England—a work cited by delegates in.other portions of the
Convention's deliberations and which Madison later described (in the
Virginia ratifying convention} aa.“s book which is in every man’s
hand” **—included “high misdemeanors” as one term for tive of-
fenses “agninst the king and rmment.” The “first and principal”
high misdemeanor, according to Blackstone, was “mal-administration
of such high officers, as are in public trust and employment,” usually
punished Ey the method of parliamentary im iment.” **

“High Crimes and Misdemeanors” has traditionally been considered
a “term of art,” like such other constitutional phrases as “leTn war”
and “due process.” The Supreme Court has held that suc pira.sa
must be construed, not according to modern usage, but according
to what the farmers meant when they adopted them.* Chief Justice
Marshall wrote of another such phrase:

@2 Farrand 85350. Mason's wording wag unanimoasly changed later the same day from
‘‘agwt. the Rtate” to "nﬁnut the Unlted Btates” tn order to avoid ambiguity. This phrase
wae !ater dropped in fnal draft of the Constitation prepared the Committee on
Style and Revision, which was charged with arranging and improving the lasguage of
lhe_nrtlelu adopted by the Convention without aitering its substance.

ld.

-715. Berger, Imgeschment: The Constitutionsl Predlems 87, 59 and accompanying notes
(1973).

% Ap a technical term, a "high™ crime signified a crime against the eyvtem of -
reeat, not merely a serious crirme. '“This element of In)u:{ to the commonweal that
in, to the state itself and to its constitution—was historically the criterion for distin-
guishieg a ‘high’' ertme or miedemeanor from an ordinary one. The distinction soen back
to the anclent law of treason, which differentiated ' fram t’ Batot.
Rook Review, 49 Wash. L. Rev. 283, 263-64 (1973). Sce 4 W. Blackstone, Commentaries

18,

& The ot article XV of Committee draft of the Committes on Detall) ariginally
read : '-ﬂ""m“.(cn-ma' with treason, felony or high misdemessor im any Htate, who
chall fBee Jastice, and shall be found {a any other State, shall, on demand of the
heen:l.n po;v:rr“:’ldm .l'ut;'.:?- vhl;h be 8 '!? delivered wp and remaoved te the
State baving o ence.” 2 Farrand -84,

This clagee was identical Wwith tbe extraditiom clanse contained im article
1V of the Articies of which referred to “any Person guilty of, ar charged

Conf|
with tresson, (elof,neﬁc Mgd or in gauy state. . . "
=3 Kt 81

fott 5Q1L
= ¢ Blackrtone's Commentaries® 121 (-g-h-und).

= M . Hoboken Lasd Ca. 52 U.8. (18 How.) 272 (1880) ; Davideon v. New
Orle:::. 908 o7 usn)';"u-m v. Alabama, 124 U.8. ¢68 uu‘).
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It is a technical term. It is used in a very old statute of
that country whose language is our Innguage, and whose laws
form the substratum of our laws. It is scarcely conceivable
that the term was not employed by the framers of our consti-
tution in the sense which had been affixed to it by those
from whom we borrowed it.*’

3. GROUNDS FOR IMPEACHMENT

Mason’s suggestion to add “maladministration,” Madison s objection
to it as “vague,” and Mason’s substitution of “high crimes and misde-
meanors agst the State” are the only comments in the Philadelphia
convention specifically directed to the constitutional language describ-
ing the grounds for impeachment of the President. Mason’s objection
to limiting the grounds to treason and bribery was that treason would
“not reach many great and dangerous offences” including “{a Jttempts
to subvert the Constitution.” ** His willingness to substitute “high
Crimes and Misdemeanors,” especially given his apparent familianty
with the English use of the term as evidenced b ﬁmreference to the
Warren Hastings impeachment, suggests that he believed “high Crimes
and Misdemeanors” would cover the offenses about which he was con-
cerned.

Contemperaneous comments on the scope of impeachment are per-
suasive 28 to the intention of the framers. In Fedaralist No. 65, Alexan-
der Hamilton described the subject of impeachment as

those offences which proceed from the misconduct of public
men, or, in other words, from the abuse or violation of some
public trust. They are of a nature which may with peculiar
propriety be denominated POLITICAL, as they relate chiefly
to injuries dona immediately to the society itse]f.**

Comments in the state ratifying conventions also suggest that those
who adopted the Constitution viewed impeachment as s remedy for
usurpation or abuse of power or serious breach of trust. Thus, Charles
Cotesworth Pinckney of South Carolina stated that the impeachment
power of the House reaches “those who behave amiss, or betray their
public trust.” ** Edmund Randolph said in the Virginia convention
that the President may be impeached if he “misbehaves.” * He later
cited the example of the President’s receipt of presents or emoluments
from a foreign power in violation of the constitutional prohibition of
Article I, section 9.** In the same convention George Mason argued
that the President might use his pardoning power to “pardon crimes
which were advised by himself” or, hefore indictment or conviction,
“to stop inquiry and prevent detection.” James Madison responded :

{1]f the President be connected, in any suspicious manner
with any person, and there be grounds to believe he will

" United States v, Burr, 25 Fed. Cas. 1, 158 (No. 14, 683) (C.C.D. Vs 1307).
* 2 Farrand 560,
® The Federalist No. 85 at 423-24 (Modern Library ed.}) (A Hamilton) (empbanix 12
original),
®4 Eillet 281,
« 3 Eillot 201.
«3 Ellot 486,
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shelter him, the House of Representatives can impeach him;
they ean remove him if found guilty. . . %

In reply to the suggestion that the President could summon the Sen-
ators of only a few states to ratify a treaty, Madison said,

Were the President to commit any thing so atrocious . . .
he would be impeached and convicted, as a majority of the
states would be affected by his misdemeanor.*

Edmund Randolph referred to the checks upon the Fresident:

It has too often happened that powers delegated for the
[:\crpose of promoting the happiness of a community have

n perverted to the advancement of the personal emolu-
ments of the agents of the people; but-the powers of the Presi-
dent are too well guarded and checked to warrant this illiberal
aspersion.*?

Randolph also asserted. however, that impeachment would not reach
errors of jud{rment: “No man ever thought of im hing & man for
an opinion. It would be impossible to discover whether the error in
opinton resulted from s wilful mistake of the heart, or an involuntary
fault of the head.” *

James Iredell made a similar distinction in the North Carolina
convention. and on the basis of this principle said, “I suppose the only
instances, in which the President would be liable to impeachment,
would e where he had received a bribe, or had acted from some cor-
rupt motive or other.” *" But he went on to argue that the President

must. certainly be punishable for giving falss information to
the Senate. He is to regulate all intercourse with foreign
powers, and it is his duty to impart to the Senate every mate-
rial intelligence he receives. If it should appear that he has
not given them full information, but has concealed important
inuﬁligence which he ought to have communicated, and by
that means induced them to enter into measures injurious to
their country, snd which they would not have consented to
had the true state of things been disclosed to them,—in this
case, I ask whether, upon an impeachment for s misdemeanor
upon such an aceount, the Senate would probably favor him.**

In short. the framers who discussed impeachment in the state ratify-
ing conventions. as well as other delegates who favored the Constitu-
tion,” implied that it reached offenses against the government, and

=3 Elllot 407-98. Madison went ou to say, contrary to his pouition ia the Philadelphin

N t the President could de su ded whea ntrehd. and bis powers wonld
ﬁ::lf-'!":: tg;‘ﬂu Presideat. "l‘o ‘tggld ewise be suspended uatil tmpeached and con-
-

cted. If he were also » .

LE $00. Joha Ratledge of South Carclina made the same point, asking ‘‘whether
nn(‘l’-ael:o:eﬂoulr couid up“n that a President, who has s character at stake, would
he sneh 8 fonl and knave an to join with ten others (lﬂ_vo-thlrdl of & miaimal quorum of
the Senate) to tear up liberty by the roots, when a foil te were pe to
bim.” & Eliat 208,

a3 Pt 117, .

=3 Elllet 401.

= 4 Blltot 128

oo 12T, ilaon Nicholan fn the Virginia convention aseerted that the President

» Fo mple, ann )
“is :«';:::lhpnmnmc for bis mal-administration” through impeachment, 3 Ellfot 17:
¢ bl 'l:‘mo 14. 240. Ar'e‘;rh'l‘d‘ md:uml.- the l::th Carolins m&:
“deviates from b ty.” L
alse referved to the t's administration

gmv m"-‘a‘-?:n«ot." astis th such & prospect, whe will dare to abuse the

* “wmn
powers vested in bim by the people 7 2 Elllot 169.
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especially abuses of constitutional duties. The opponents did not argue
that the grounds for impeachment had been limited to criminal
offenses. . -

An extensive discussion of the scope of the impeachment power
occurred in the House of Representatives in the First Session of the
First Congress. The House was debating the power of the President
to remove the head of an executive department appointed by him with

.the advice and consent of the Senate, an issue on which it ultimately
adopted the position, urged primarily by James Madison, that the
Constitution vested the power exclusively in the President. The dis-
“cussion in the House lends support to the view that the framers
intended the impeachment power to reach failure of the President to
discharge the responsibilities of his office.?

Madison ag\lxned during the debate that the President would be sub-
ject to impeachment for “the wanton removal of meritorious officers.”
He also contanded that the power of the President unilaterally to re-

- move subordinates was “sbeolutely necessary” because “it will make

him in s peculiar manner, reefonmble for [30] conduct” of executive

officers. It would, Madison said, - S

subject him to impeachment himself, if he suffers them to per-
petrate with impunity high crimes or misdemeanors sgainst
the United States, or neglects to superintend their conduct, so
a8 to check their excesses.™

Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts, who had also been a framer though
he had oppoeed the ratification of the Constitution, disagreed with
Madison’s contentions about the impeachability of the President. He
could not be impeached for d.ismisméﬁ & good officer, Gerry said, be-
eause he would be “doing an act which the Legislature has submitted
to his discretion.” "> And he should not be held responsible for the acts
of subordinate officers, who were themselves subject to impeachment
and should bear their own responsibility.™

Another framer, Abraham Baldwin of Georgia, who supported
Madison’s position on the power to remove suboréinatw', spoke of
the President's.impeachability for failure to perform the duties of
the executive. If, said Baldwin, the President “in & fit of passion”
removed “all the good officers of the Government” and the Senate were
unable to choose qualified successors, the consequence would be that
the President “would be obliged to do the duties himself; or, if he
did not, we would impeach him, and turn him out of office, as he had
done others.” ™

® Chief Jostice Talt wrote with reference to the removal rwer debate In the opinton for
B R e e et o o o e
o 'ways as shou , a8 0 ent n
Imterpretation of that fandSmental instroment. - 512 U8, 53, 174-Y0 (1930).

"?Lnuu of Cong. 498 (1789).

: 14. 873-13.

id. 502.
/4, 536-36. Gerry also implied, &efhlpl rhetorieally, thut a viciation of the Conatitu-
tion was grounds for impeachment. If, be sald, the Constitution fatled to include provision
for removal of szecutive officers, a2 attempt bg the legislature to cure the omisslon
would be an attempt to amend the Constitution. But the Constitution provided g ures
for its amendiwent, and “san attempt to amend it in any other way may be a bigh crime
or ol ;nle:nvor ot perbaps scmething wore.” /d. 503,
. 49!

ining of Delaware commented :
“The President. What ave bis duties? To see the lnws faithfally executed: If he foer
. Aot do this effectually, he is responsible. To whom? To the pie. Have they the means
of calling bim lo account, ard punishing him for neglect? They have secured it in the
Constitution, b{ i h LY P d dy thelr immediate representatives; if
they fail here, they bave another check when the time of election comes round.” Id. 572.
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Those who asserted that the President has exclusive removal power
suggested that it was necessary because impeachment, as Elias Boudi-
not of New Jersey contended, s “intended as & punishment for & crime,
and not intended as the ordinary means of re-arranging the Depart-
ments.” '* Boudinot suggested that disability resulting %rom sickness
or accident “would not furnish any good ground for impeachment;
it could not bo Inid as treason or bribery, nor perhaps as a high crime
or misdemeanor.” "' Fisher Ames of Massachusetts argued for the
President's removal power because “mere intention [to do a mischief]
would not be caunse of im hment” and “thers may be numerous
causes for ;emoval which do ml)]t nmomrime." " Tater in the
same speech Ames that im t was available if an
officer "misbehnva"s'?%m “mal-conduct.” **

One further piece of contemporary evidenos is provided by the
Lecturea on Law delivered by James Wilson of P lvanis in 1780
and 1791. Wilson described impeachmenta in the United States as “con-
finod to political characters, to political crimes and misdemeanors, and
to political punishment.” *! And, he said:

The doctrine of impeachments is of high import in the con-
stitutions of free states. On one hand, tho most powerful mag-
istrates should be amenable to the law: on the other hand,
clevated characters should not be sacrificed merely on account
of their elevation. No one should be securs while he violates
the constitution and the laws: every one should be secure while
he olserves them.*?

From the comments of the framers and their contemporaries, the
remarks of the delegates to the state ratifying conventions, and the
removal power debats in the First Congress, it is apparent that the
scope of impeachment was not viewed narrowly. It was intended to

rovide n check on the President through im hment, but not to make
rim dependent on the unbridled will of the Congress.

Impecachment, as Justice Joseph Story wrote in his Commentaries on
the Conatitution in 1833, applies to offenses of “a political character” :

Not but that crimes of a strictly legal character fall within
the scope of the power . . .; but that it has a more enlarged
operation, and reaches, what are aptly termed political of-
fenses, growing out of personal misconduct or gross neglect,
or usurpation, or habitual disregard of the public interests,
in the discharge of the duties of political office. These are s0
various in their character, and so indefinable in their actusl
involutions, that it is almost impossible to provide systemat-
ically for them by positive law. They must be examined upon
very broad and comprehensive principles of public policy and

- of the Presidest’'s removal were eareful to preserve

e T P e tary metbed af nmu’::‘:noldnh Mad
impeachment will reach a sabordivate “whose bad actiens may do esmiived at or everiosked
B e tttios proiden Tormwhas? Thet w0 bad man sbould coms tate But
t ome could de got (n, be coh Do mot sut asain ia denrite of the President.
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duty. They must be judged of by the habits and rules and
principles of diplomacy, or departmental operations and
arrangements, of parliamentary practice, of executive cus-
toms and negotistions of foreign as well as domestic political
movements; and in short, by & great variety of circumstan-
ces, a8 well those which aggravate as those which extenuate
or justify the offensive acts which do not properly belong to
the judicial character in the ordinary administration of jus-
tice, and are far removed from the reach of municipal juris-
prudence.*

C. Tar Axzrican. Inrraceaent Caszs

Thirteen officers have been impeached by the House since 1787 : one
President, one cabinet officer, one United States Senator, and ten Fed-
eral judges.* In addition there have been numerous resolutions and
in tions in the House not resulting in impeachment. However,
the action of the House in declining to rmpeach an officer is not par-
ticularly illuminating. The reasons for failing to impesch sie gen-
m not stated, and may have rested upon a frilure of proof, 1

ciency of the grounds, political jnment, the press of legisls-
tive business, or the closeness of the expiration of the sestion of Con-
gress. On the other hand, when the House has voted to imy an
officer, & majority of the Members necessarily have concluded that the
conduct alleged constituted grounds for im: nt.*

Does Article III, Section 1 of the Constitution, which states that
judges “shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour,” limit the
relevance of the ten impeschments of judges with respect to presi-
dentisl impeachmont standards as has besn argued by somet 1t does
not. The argument is that “@d ‘behavier” implies sn sdditionsal

und for impeachment of judges not applicabls to other civil officers.
owever, the onaenn hment provision discassed in the Convention
and included in itution is Article I1, Section 4, which by its

express terms, applies to all civil officers, inchuding judges, and
inx};eochmmt offenses as “Treason, Bribery, m(dllgtiur high Crimes and
Lﬁ];ie m’;,the'terpreht; f the “good behavior” el

any even 6 1A 0N o R V10! ause
ndopted yby the House s not been made clear in any of the judicial
impeachment cases. Whichever view is taken, the judicisl impeach-
ments have imvolved an assessment of the conduct of the officer
in terms of the constitationnl duties of his office. In this respect, the
impeachments of judges are consistent with the three impeachments .
of non-judicial officers. ‘

Each of the thirteen American imy invoived charges of
misconduct incompatible with the official position of the officeholder.
ugJ Story C iex on the Co fon of the Unite8 Biaten, § 784, at 889 (5th

od. 1908).
~ Eleven of thess officers were trisd In the Semate. Articles of imneachment were
mﬁ"’ to the Senats st & tweifth (Judge lulw. but he resigned shortly btgn
tbq'“tﬂ:l.n&%lﬁm (Junm:thggnﬂn :nnmdnmuhm

® Only four of &: thirteet Impeachmen 1 tnvolving Juﬂm—-‘h-n rewnited In
conviction 1x the Benate and removyl from offre. Wiils convidtion and removal show
that the um:'m with the House that the charges on :ﬂ:\ conviction occwrred
stated loghlly growndy for impeschment, acquittals B0 ce on thte
“nuol.uthqmuwmtfnthﬂmd’miom or & determi.
um:&‘-mmmmammmu( in the Bloont and
ments) t trial sr comviction war foappropriate ‘went of
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This conduct falls into three broad categories: (1) exceeding the con-
stitutional bounds of the powers of thge ofﬁce(irz demgntign of the
powers of another branch of government; (2) behaving in & manner
grossly incompatible with the proper function and purpose of the
office; and (3) employing the power of the office for an improper pur-
pose or for personal gain.*

1. FXCEFDING THE TOWFERS OF THE OFTICE IN DEROGATION OF THOSE OF
ANOTHER RRANCH OF GOVERNMENT

The first American impeachment, of Senator William Blount in
1797, was based on nllegations that Blount attempted to incite the
Creek and Cherokee Indians to attack the Spanish settlers of Florida
and Louisiana, in order to capture the territory for the British. Blount
was charged with engaging in s conspiracy to compromise the neutral-
ity of the United States, in disregard of the constitutional provisions
for conduct of foreign affairs. He was also charged, in effect, with
attempting to oust the President’s lawful appointes as principal agent
for Indian affairs and replace him with a rival, thereby 1ntm‘§i‘ng
upon the President’s supervision of the executive branch.*”

The impeachment of President Andrew Johnson in 1868 also rested
on allegations that he had exceeded the power of his office and had
failed to respect the prerogatives of Congress. The Johnson impeach-
ment grew out of a bitter partisan struggle over the implementation
of Reconstruction in the South following the Civil War. Johnson was
charaed with violation of the Tenure of Office Act, which purported
to tnke away the President’s authority to remove members of his own
enbinet and specifically provided that violation would be & “high mis-
demeanor,” as well as a crime. Believing the Act unconstitutional,
Johnson removed Secrctary of War Edwin M. Stanton and was
imneached three days later.

Nine articles of impeachment were originally voted against Johnson,
all denling with his removal of Stanton and the s&pointment of e
successor without the advice and consent of the Senate. The first
article, for example. charged that President Johnson, .

unmindful of the high duties of this office, of his cath

of office, and of the requirement of the Constitution that he

should take care that the laws be faithfully executed, did

unlawfully, and in violation of the Constitution and laws of

the United States, order in writing the removal of lidwin M.

.‘Q;’nnton from the office of Secretary for the Department of
ar.* :

Two more articles were adopted by the House the following day.
Article Ten charged that Johnson, “unmindful of the high duties of
his office, and the digmity and proprieties thereof,” had made inflam-
matory speeches that “attempted to ridicule and disgrace the
Congress.® Article Eleven charged him with sttempts to prevent the

= A procednra) sote w l:.. -;ﬂnl. The Hov;q vm‘:ounn. nnlnﬂo. 8 _of Iwm::.ehu.mat 'n;
inst an officer and e! o I-gch-ﬂ con I 4 ?tdﬂ
:cnh:un.l .to trial In the Senate. e&-lor the impeschment of Judge Delabay, the
discussion of grounds here is based o the el articles.
 After Blonat had been imnsached by the Fouse. but hefors trial of the imneachment,
the Benmate uund.ll- for “uv!‘l: been .l-ﬂb of 8 Migh misdemeasor, entirely incom-
“ﬁzﬂ:’:‘ o:“f-’r‘vh‘-’f Neged that ohnse n T i ton was unlawful because the

Tiler rejected Johoaon's previeus suspeasios of b
u:.é:-:t.!‘n: from ?p«-eha’:bkl J:;nol bdad made !s Washington, D.C., Cleveland, Ohlo
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execution of the Tenure of Office Act, an Army appropriations act, and
a Reconstruction act designed by Congress “for t.ie more efficient
government of the rebel States.” On its face, this article involved
statutory violations, but it also reflected the underlying challenge to
all of Johnson’s post-war policies.

The removal of Starton was more a catalyst for the impeachment
than a fundamental cause.®® The issue between the President and
Congress was which of them should have the constitutional—and
ultimately even the military—power to make and enforce Recon-
struction policy in the South. The Johnson impeachment, like the
British impeachments of great ministers. involved issues of state going
to the heart of the constitutional division of executive and legislative
power.

2. BEHAVING IN A mnm GROSSLY INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE PROPER
FUNCTION AND PURPOSE OF THE OFFICE

_ Judge John Pickering was impeached in 1803, largely for intoxica-
tion on the bench.** Three of the articles alleged errors in a trial in
violation of his trust and duty as a judge; the fourth charged
Pickering, “being a man of loose morals and intemperate habits,” had
appeared on the bench during the trial in a state of total intoxication
and had used profane language. Seventy-three years later another
judge, Mark Delahay, was impeached for intoxication both on and
og t}tz'l bench but resigned before articles of impeachment were
adopted.

-~ A similar concern with conduct incompatible with the proper exer-
cise of judicial office appears in the decision of the House to im
Associate Supreme Court Justice Samuel Chase in 1804. The House
alleged that Justice Chase had gerrmtted his partisan views to influ-
ence his conduct of two trials held while he was conducting circuit
court several years earlier. The first involved s P: lvania farmer
who had led a rebellion against a Federal tax collector in 1780 and was
later charged with treason. The articles of impeachment alleged that
“unmindful of the solemn duties of his office, and contrary to the
sacred obligation” of his oath, Chase “did conduct himself in & man-
ner highly arbitrary, oppressive, and unjust,” citing procedural rul-
ings against the defense. ‘ A

girmlu' language appeared in articles relating to the trial of & Vir-
ginia printer indicted under the Sedition Act of 1798. Specific ex-
amples of Chase's bias were alleged, and his conduct was characterized
as “an indecent solicitude . . . for the conviction of the accused, un-
becoming even & public prosecutor but highly disgmceful to the char-
acter of a ju as it was subversive of justice.” The eighth article
charged that , “disregarding the duties . . . of his judicial char-
acter. . . . did . . . prevert his official right and duty to address the
d jury” by delivering “an intemperate and inflammatory political
ﬁ::.nguo.” His conduct was alleged to be a serious breach of his duty

m. Mimourl. article ten pronoonced these apeeches “‘censurable in any, {and]
pecnliarly indecent and unbecoming in the Chief Magistrate of the Usnited Staten.’ By means
of these s hes, the article concluded, Johnron had brought the bigh office of the presi-

“iato contempt, ridicule, and disgrace, to the great scandal of al) good citisens.”
® The Indicisry Committee bad reported n'lge‘;olntlon of 5 h t th hn earlier

ree
charging President Johnson ia fts report of duty, tions of power,
and violations ﬁf bis oath of office, the laws and the Constitntion in bis confiict of Recon-

etd: ouse voted down the resolution.
r:‘rl:‘l-mc of H:t s insanity was raised at tria] io the Senate, but was not Aiscussed

by the House when it to impeach or to adopt articles of impeschment.
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to judge impartially and to reflect on his comnpetence to continue to
exercise the office.

Judge West H. Humphreys was impeached in 1862 on charges that
he meed the Confederacy without resigning his federal judgeship.*
Judicial prejudice against Union supporters was also alleged.

Judicial favoritism and failure to give impartial consideration to
cases before him were also among the allegations in the impeachment
of Judge George W. English in 1926. The final article charged that
his favoritism had created distrust of the disinterestedness of his
official actions and destroyed public confidence in his court.*s

3. EMPLOYING THE POWER OF THE OFFICE FOR AN IMPROPER PURPOSE
OR PERSONAL GAIN

Two types of official conduct for improper purposes have been
alleged in past impeachments. The first type involves vindictive use
of their office by federal judges; the second, the use of office for per-

sonal gain.

Ju«@ James H. Peck was impeached in 1828 for charging with
contempt a lawyer who had publicly criticized one of his decisions,
imprisoning him, and ordering his disbarment for 18 months. The
House debated whether this single instance of vindictive abuse of
power was sufficient to impeach, and decided that it was, alleging that
the conduct was unjust, arbitrary, and beyond the scope of Peck's
dutv.

Vindictive use of power also constituted an element of the charges
in two other impeachments. Ju George W. English was charged
in 1926, among other things, with threatening to jail & local news-
paper editor for printing a critical editorial and with summoning local
officials into court in s non-existent case to harangue them. Some of
the articles in the impeachment of Ju Charles Swayne (1803)
alleged that he maliciously and unlawfully imprisoned two lawyers
and a litigant for contempt. .

Six impeachments have alleged the use of office for versonal gain
or the appearance of financial impropriety while in office. Secretary
of War William W. Belknap was impeached in 1876 of high crimes and
misdemeanors for conduct that probably constituted bribery and cer-
tainly involved the use of his office for highly improper pu -
receiving substantial annual payments through sn intermediary in
return for his appointing s particular post trader at a frontier military
post in Indian territory.

. The impeachments of Judges Chnrles Swayne (1903), Robert W.

Archbald (1912), George W. English (1926), Harold Louderback
(1932) and Halsted L. Ritter (1936) each involved charges of the use
of office for direct or indirect personal monetary gain.** In the
Archbald and Ritter cases, a number of allegations of improper
conduct were combined in s single, final article, as well as bemng
charged separstely.

1 ted treacon. oaly high erimen and
mAIE T e A L e T Charcaveiond o 8 TS 5 0
el- his judicial &u

then.
of the allegations sgainet Judges Hareld Louderback (1932) and Halsted Ritter
dide ce In fthetr courts
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In drawing up articles of impeachment, the House has placed little
emphasis on criminal conduct. than one-third of the eighty-three
articles the House has adopted have explicitly charged the violation
of a criminal statute or used the word “criminal” or “crime” to de-
scribe the conduct alleged, and ten of the articles that do were those
involving the Tenure of Office Act in the impeachment of President
Andrew Johnson. The House has not always used the technical lan-
guage of the criminal law even when the conduct alleged fairly clearly
constituted a criminal offense, as in the Humphreys and Belknap im-
ﬁea.chments. Moreover, o number of articles, even though they may

ave aileged that the conduct was unlawful, do not seem to state crimi-
nal conduct—including Article Ten against President Andrew John-
son (chargir;i inflammatory }s{peeches), and some of the charges
against all of the judges exe:}‘n umphreys.

Much more common in the articles are allegntions that the officer
has violated his duties or his oath or seriously undermined public con-
fidence in his ability to perform his official functions. Recitals that a
judge has brought his court or the judicial system into disrepute are
commonplunce. In the impeachment of President Johnson, nine of the
articles allege that he acted “unmindful of the high duties of his office
and of his oath of office,” and several speciﬁca.ﬂ’y refer to his constitu-
tional duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

The farmal language of an article of impeachment, however, is less
significant than the nature of the allegations that it contains. All have
involved charges of conduct incompatible with continued performance
of the office ; some have u&}icitly rested upon a “course of conduct” or
have combined disparate charges in a single, final article. Some of the
individual articles seem to have all conduct that, taken alone,
woul not have been considered serious, such as two articles in the im-
peachment of Justice Chase that merely alleged procedural errors at
trisl. In the early impeschments, the articles wers not prepared until
after impeachment had been voted by the House, and it seems probable
that the decigion to impeach was mmde on the basis of all the 9llegt;-
tions viewed as s whole, rather than each separate charge. Unlike the
Senate, which votes separately on each article after trial, and where
conviction on but one article 1s :}mmd for. removal from office, the
House appears to have considered the individual offenses less sig-
nificant than what they said together about the comduct of the of-
ficial in the performance of his duties. ] .

Two tendencies should be avoided in interpreting the American im-

ta, The first is to dismiss them too mdil¥hecummsthwe
involved judges. The second is to make too much of them. They do not
all it neatly and logically into categories. That, however, is in keeping
with the nature of the remedy. It is intended to reach a broed variety
of conduct by officers that is both seriaus and incompatible with the
duties of the office.

Past im ents are not precedents to be read with an eye for an
srticle of ngapeochmem identical to allegations that mey be currently
under considerstion. The American impeschment cases demonstrate

& common theme wseful in determining whether grounds for impeach-
ment exist—that the are derived from understanding the

nature, functions and duties of the office.
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IIl. The Criminality Issue

The phrase “high Crimes and Misdemeanors” may connote “crimi-
nality " to some. This likely is the predicate for some of the contentions
that only an indictable crime can constitute impeachable conduct.
Other advocates of an indictable-offense requirement would establish
a criminal standard of impeachable conduct because that standard is
definite, can be known in advance and reflects a contemporary legal
view of what conduct should be punished. A requirement of crimi-
nality would require resort to familiar criminal laws and concepts to
serve as standards in the impeachment process. Furthermore, this
would pose problems concerning the applicability of standards of proof
and the like pertaining to the trial of crimes.!

The central issue raised by these concerns is whether requiring an
indictable offense ns an essential element of impeachable conduct is
consistent with the purposes and intent of the framers in establishing
the impeachment power and in setting a constitutional standard for the
exercise of that power. This issue must be considered in light of the
historical evidence of the framers’ intent.? It is also useful to consider
whether the purposes of impeachment and criminal law are such that
indictable offenses can, consistent with the Constitution, be an essen-
tial element of grounds for impeachment. The impeschment of a Presi-
dent must occur only for reasons at least as pressing as those needs of
government that give rise to the creation of criminal offenses. But this
does not mean that the various elements of proof, defenses, and other
substantive concepts surrounding an indictable offense control the im-
peachinent process. Nor does it mean that state or federal criminal
cndes are necessarily the place to turn to provide a standard under the
United States Constitution. Impeachment is a constitutional remedy.
The framers intended that the impeachment language they employed
slionld reflect the grave misconduct that so injures or abuses our con-
stitutional institutions and form of government as to justify impeach-
ment.

This view is supported by the historical evidence of the consti-
tutional meaning of the words “high Crimes and Misdemeanors.”
That evidence is set out above.” It establishes that the phrase “high
Crimes and Misdemesanors”—which over a period of centuries evolved
into the English standard of impeachable conduct—has a special
historical meaning different from the ordinary meaning of the terms
“orimes” and “misdemeanors.” ¢ “High misdemeanors” referred to a

s . ts 28-29 (1916). It bas also dDeen
See A. Stmpwon. 4 Treetise on Pedersl ImpescAmen a" Tieh ) It beg a0

argeed that beca Treason and Bridery are erimes, ~oth
ors™ must refer ::. crimes under the efusdem gemeris rule of constructon. But efssdem

eneris merely requires a unifying priseiple. The question bere Io whether that prineiple 19
z'-rhlnmy o: rather conduct subversive of our comstitutional institutions and form of
men

govers t
t The rule of comstruction aminst reuand indicates an intent sot to require ¢rimi-
naltry. !f criminality is required, the word edemeanors” would add mothing to Yr:lt
2 See part IL.R. swpre, pp. T-17.
4« See part 11.B2. suprs, pp. 11-13.
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category of offenses that subverted the system of government. Since
the fourteenth century the phrase “high Crimes and Misdemeanors”
had been used in English impeachment cases to charge officials with
a wide range of criminal and non-criminal offenses against the insti-
tutions and fundamental grinciples of English government.’

There is evidence that the framers wers aware of this special, non-
criminal meaning of the phrase “high Crimes and Misdemeanors” in
the English law of impeachment.®* Not only did Hamilton scknowl-
edge Great Britain as “the model from which [impeschment] has
been borrowed,” but (George Mason referred in the debates to the
impeachment of Warren Hastings, then pending before Parliament.
Indeed, Mason, who proposed the phrase “high Crimes and Misde-
meanors,” expressly stated his intent to encompass “[a]ttempts to
subvert the Constitution,”* :

The published records of the state ratifying conventions do not
reveal an intention to limit the grounds of im ent to criminal
offenses.* James Iredell said in the North Carolina debates on ratifica-
tion:

.+ ., the person convicted is further liable to a trial at
common law, and may receive such common-law punishment
as belongs to a description of such offences if it be punish-
able by thatlaw?

Likewiss, George Nicholas of Virginia distinguished disqualification
to hold office fr;gx: conviction for crfqnﬁnal condg::ltl :

If [the President] deviates from his duty, he is responsible
to his constituents. . . . He will be sbeolutely disqualified to
hold any place of profit, honor, or trust, and liable to fur-
ther punishment if he has committed such high crimes as
are punishable at common law.!¢

The post-convention statements and writings of Alexander Hamijl-
ton, James Wilson, and James Madison—each a participant in the
Constitutional Convention—show that they regarded impeachment.
as an appropriste devics to deal with offenses against constitutional
government by those who hold civil office, and not a device limited
to criminal offenses.’* Hamilton, in discussing the advantages of a.
single rather than & plural executive, explained that a single execu-
tive gave the ple “the opportunity of discovering with facility
and clearness the misconduct of the persons they trust, in order either
to their removal from office, or to their actual punishment in cases.
which admit of it.” ** Hamilton further wrote: “Man, in public trust,
will much oftener act in such a manner as to render him unworthy
of being sny longer trusted, than in such a manner as to make him
obroxious to legal punishment.” **

The American experience with impeachment, which is summarized
above, reflects the principle that impeachable conduct need not be

* Bee part I1.A. euprs, pp. 5-T.

:g:: part “‘151‘2' swpra, pp. 12-13.

¢ Soe mi-’z’?x.n"a. supra, pp. 13-15.

* 4 Klljot 114.

:5mu°:fszin suprs p. 9:part 1183 pp. 13-15, 18
e 2 N B.3 supra, pp. . 18,
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criminal. Of the thirteen impeachments voted bv the House since
1789, at Jeast ten involved one or more allegations that did not charge
a violation of criminal law.!¢

Impeachment and the criminal law serve fundamentally different
purposes. Impeachment is the first step in a remedial process—re-
moval from office and possible disqualification from holding futurs
office. The purpose of impeachment is not personal punishment;'*
its function is primarily to maintain constitutional government. Fur-
thermore, the Constitution itself provides that impeachment is no
substitute for the ordinary process of criminal law since its specifies
that impenchment does not immunizs the officer from criminal hability
for his wrongdoing.'*

The general applicability of the criminal law also makes it inap-
propriate as the standard for a process applicable to u highly spe-
cific situation such as removal of a President. The crimina] law sets
a general standard of conduct that all must follow. It does not address
itself to the abuses of presidential power. In an impeachment pro-
cceding a President is called to account for abusing powers that
only a President possesses.

Other characteristics of the criminal law make criminality inap-
propriate as an essential element of impeachable conduct. While
the failure to act may be a crime, the traditional focus of criminal
Inw is prohibitory. Impeachable conduct, on the other hand, may
inchitde the serions failure to discharge the affirmative duties imposed
on the President by the Constitution. Unlike a criminal case, the cause
for the removal of a President may be based on his entire course of
conduct in office. In particular situations, it may be s course of con-
dnct more than individual acts that has a tendency to subvert consti-
tutional government.

To confinc impeachabls conduct to indictable offenses may well
e to sct n atandard so restrictive as not to reach conduct that might
adversely affoct the system of government. Some of the most grievous
offcnses against our constitutional form of government may not entail
violations of the criminal law.

1 fge Part I1.C. supre . 13-17.

B It has Deen arxued d.?? "gl]nmchnent is a special form of {shenent for erime,”
fut that groes and willful nemlect of duty would be & violation the oath of office and
"rlueh vlolation. by eriminal acte of comminsion or omission, is the only ponindictable
offense for which the Prewident., Vice Prevident, tudges or other civil officers can be
imperched.” ]. Braat. /mpeachment, Trisls end Errors 13, 20, 23 (1972). While this
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contrary to right. sn offense: s great fault: an act of wickedness” To the extent that
the debaten on the Coostitntion and its ratifieation refer to impeachment as & form of
“punishment” It is punishmeot in the sense that today would be thought a non-eriminal
sanction. soch as removal of & corporate officer for miscondauct breaching his duties to the
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If criminality is to be the basic element of impeachable conduct, what
is the standard of criminal conduct to be? Is it to be criminality as
known to the common law, or as divined from the Federal Criminal
Code, or from an amalgam of State criminal statutes? If one is to turn
to State statutes, then which of those of the States is to obtain? If
the present Federal Criminal Code is to be the standard, then which
of its provisions are to apply 1 If there is to be new Federal legisiation
to deh;.::e the criminal standard, then presumably both the Senate and
the President will take part in fixing that standard. How is this to be
acoom‘Ph'shed without encroachment upon the constitutional provision
that “the sole power” of impeachment is vested in the House of
Representatives

ru}uirement of criminality would be incompatible with the intent
of the framers to provide a mechanism broad enough to maintain the
integrity of constitutional fovemment. Impeachment is a constitu-
tional safety valve; to fulfill this function, it must be flexible enough
to cope with exigencies not now foreseeable. Congress has never under-
taken to define impeachable offenses in the criminal code. Even respect-
ing bribery, which is specifically identified in the Constitution as
grounds for impeachment, the federal statute establishing the criminal
offense for civil officers generally was enacted over seventy-five years
after the Constitutional Convention.!

In sum, to limit impeachable conduct to criminal offenses would be
incompatible with the evidence concerning the constitutional meaning
of the phrase “high Crimes and Misdemeanors” and would frustrate
the purpose that the framers intended for impeachment. State and
federal criminal laws are not written in order to preserve the nation
:fsinst serious abuse of the presidential office. But this is the purpose

the constitutional provision for the impeachment of a President and
that purpose gives meaning to “high Crimes and Misdemeanors.”

Tita from the annotations to the Revised Statutes of 1873 that b was not
made a godenl erime nta.l“l’o for Jud 1858 for Members of Congress, and 1868 for
e R L, O oo o
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IV. Conclusion

Impeachment is a constitutional remedy addressed to serious offenses
against the system of government. The purpose of impeachment under
the Constitution is indicated by the limited scope of the remedy (re-
moval from office and possible is%llmliﬁcation from future office) and
by the stated grounds for impeachment (treason, bribery and other
high crimes and misdemeanors). It is not controlling whether treason
and bribery are criminal. More imfortant, they are constitutional
wrongs that subvert the structure of government, or undermine the
integrity of office and even the Constitution itself, and thus are “high”
offenses in the sense that word was used in English impeachments.

The framers of our Constitution consciously ado & particular
phrase from the English practice to help define the constitutional
grounds for removal, The content of the phrase “high Crimes and Mis-
demeanors” for the framers is to be related to what the framers knew,
on the whole, about the English practice—the broad sweep of English
constitutional history and the vital role impeachment had played in
the limitation of roval prerogative and the control of abuses of minis"
terial and judicial power.

Impeachiment wns not a remote subject for the framers. Even as
they Iabored in Philadelphisa, the impeachment trial of Warren Hast-
ings. (Governor-General of India. was pending in London, a fact to
which George Mason made explicit reference in the Convention. What-
ever may be said on the merits of Hastings’ conduct, the charges against
him exemplified the central aspect of impeachment—the parliamen-
tary effort to reach grave abuses of governmental power.

The framers nnderstood quite clearly that the constitutional system
thev were creating must include some ultimate check on the conduct
of the executive, particularly as they came to reject the suggested
plural executive. While insistent that balance between the executive
and legislative branches be maintained so that the executive would not
become the crentire of the legislature, dismissible at its will, the fram-
ers nlso recognized that some means would be needed to deal with ex-
cesses by the executive. Impeachment was familiar to them. They
understond its essential constitutional functions and perceived its
adaptability to the American contest.

While it may be argued that some articles of impeachment have
charged conduct that constituted crime and thus that criminality is an
essential ingredient, or that some have charged cpnduct that was not
criminal and thus that criminality is not essential, the. fact’ remains
that in the English practice and in several of the American impeach-
ments the criminality issue was not raised at all. The emphasis has been
on the significant effects of the conduct—undermining the integrity
of office. disrerard of consitutional duties and oath of office. arrogation
of power. abuse of the governmenta] process, adverse impact on the
system of government. Clearly, these effects can be brought about in

(26)
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ways not anticipated by the criminal law. Criminal standards and
criminal courts were established to control individual conduct. Im-
peachment was evolved by Parliament to cope with both the inadequacy
of criminal standards and the impotence of courts to deal with the
conduct of great public figures. It would be anomalous if the framers,
having barred criminal sanctions from the impeachment remedy and
limited it to removal and possible disqualification from office, intended
to restrict the grounds for impeachment to conduct that was criminal.

The longing for precise criteria is understandable; advance, precise
definition of objective limits would seemingly serve both to direct fu-
ture conduct and to inhibit arbitrary reaction to past conduct. In pri-
vate affairs the objective is the control of personal behavior, in part
through the un.inl]unent of misbehavior. In general, advance defini-
tion of standards respecting private conduct works reasonably well.
However, where the issue 1s presidential compliance with the con-
stitutional requirements and limitations on the presidency, the crucial
factor is not the intrinsic quality of behavior but the significance of
its effect upon our constitutional system or the functioning of our
government.

It is useful to note three major presidential duties of broad scope that
are explicitly recited in the Constitution : “to take Care that the Laws
be faithfully executed,” to “faithfully execute the Office of President
of the United States” and to “Preserv protect, and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States” to the of his ability. The first is
directly impoeed by the Constitution; the second and third are in-
cluded in the constitutionally prescribed oath that the President is re-

uired to take befors he enters upon the execution of his office and are,
therefore, also expressly im by the Constitution.

The duty to take care is affirmative. So is the duty faithfully to
execute the office. A President must carry out the obligations of his
office diligently and in good faith. The elective character and political
role of a President make it difficult to define faithful exercise of
his powers in the abstract. A President must make policy and exercise
discretion. This discretion necessarily is broad, especially in emergency
situations, but the constitutional duties of a President impose limita-
tions on its exercise.

The “take care” duty emphasizes the responsibility of a President
for the overall conduct of the executive branch, which the Constitu-
tion vests in him alone. He must take care that the executive is so orga-
nized and operated that this duty is performed.

The duty of a President to “preserve, protect. and defend the Con-
stitution” to the best of his ability includes the duty not to abuse his
powers or transgress their limits—not to violate the rights of citizens.
such as those guaranteed by the Bill of Rights, and not to act in dero-
gation of powers vested elsewhere by the Constitution.

Not sll ci:r:sidentia.l misconduct is sufficient to constitute grounds
for impeachment. There is a further requirement—substantiality. In
deciding whether this further requirement has been met, the facts
must be considered as a whole in the context of the office, not in terms
of separate or isolated events. Because impeachment of a President is
a grave step for the nation, it is to be predicated only upon conduct
seriously incompatible with either the constitutional form and prin-
ciples of our government or the proper performance of constitutional
duties of the presidential office.

28-839—T4——5
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Appendixes
APPENDIX A
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CoxstrruTionaL Covvention, 1787

SELECTION, TERM AND IMPEACHMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE

The Convention first considered the question of removal of the ex-
ecutive on June 2, in Committee of the Whole in debate of the Virginia
Plan for the Constitution, offered by Edmund Randolph of Virginia
on May 29. Randolph’s seventh resolution provided : “that a National
Executive be instituted; to be chosen by the National Legislature for
the term of [ ] years ... and to be ineligible & second time; and that
besides a general authority to execute the National laws, it ought to
enjoy the Executive rights vested in Congress by the Confederation.” !
Randolph’s ninth resolution provided for a national judiciary, whose
inferior tribunals in the first instance and the suprems tribunal in the
last resort would hear and determine (among other things) “impeach-
ments of any National officers.” (1:22

On June 1, the Committee of the Whole debated, but postponed the
question whether the executive should be a single person. It then
voted, five states to four, that the term of the executive should be seven

ears. (1:84) In the course of the debats on this question, Gunning
%edford of Delaware, who “was strongly opposed to so long a term as
seven years” and favored a triennial election with ineligibility after
nine years, commented that “an impeachment would reach misfeasance
only, not incapacity,” and thersfore would be no cure if it were found
that the first magistrate “did not possess the qualifications ascribed to
him, or should lose them after his appointment.” {1:69)

On June 2, the Committee of the Whole agreed, eight states to two,
that the executive should be elected by the national legislature. (I1:77)
Thereafter, John Dickenson of Delaware moved that the executive
be made removable by the national legislature on the request of & ma-
jority of the legislatures of the states. It was necessary, he argued,
“to place the power of removing somewhere,” but he did not like the
plan of impeaching the great officers of the government and wished
to preserve the role of the states. Roger Sherman of Connecticut
suggested that the national legislature should be empowered to re-
move the executive at pleasure (I:85), to which George Mason of
Virginia replied that “[s%ome mode of displacing an unfit magistrate”
was indispensable both because of “the faliibility of those who choose™
and “the corruptibility of the man chosen.” But Mason strongly op-

making the executive “the mere creature of the Legislature”
88 violation of the fundamental principle of good government. James
Madison of Virginia and .James Wilson of Pennsylvania argued
against Dickenson's motion because it would put small states on an

11 The Recerds of the Pederel Convention 21 (M. Farrand od. 1911). All references
Rereafter In this :gmm are giren parenthetically In the text and refer to the voinme
asd page of Farrand (eg.. I:21).

()
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equal basis with large ones and ‘“enable a minority of the pecple to
prevent ve removal of an officer who had rendered himself justly crimi-
nal in the eyes of a majority; open the door for intrigues against him
in states where his administration, though just, was unpopular; and
tempt him to pay court to ﬁnrticulnr states whose partisans he feared or
wished to engage in his behalf. (1:86) Dickenson's motion was rejected,
with only Delaware voting for it. (1:87).

The Committee of the Whole then voted, seven states to two, that
the executive should be made ineligible after seven years (1:88).

On motion of Hugh Williamson of North Carolina, the Committee
agreed, apparently without debate, to add the clause “and to be re-
movable on impeachment & conviction of mal-practice or neglect ot
duty.” (1:88)

SINGLE EXECUTIVE

The Committee then returned to the q;:estion whether there should
be a single executive. Edmund Randolph argued for a plural execu-

tive, primarily because “the permanent temper of the peo le was ad-

verse to the very semblance of Monarchy.” (I:88) e had said

on June 1, when the question was first discussed, that he rded a

unity in the executive as “the foetus of monarchy.” (1:66) ;.e%)‘n June

4. the Committee resumed debate of the issue, with James Wilson

making the major argument in favor of a single executive. The motion

for a single executive was agreed to, seven states to three. (1:97).

George Mason of Virginia was absent when the vote was taken; he
returned during debate on givin%lthe executive veto power over legis-
lative acts. In arguing against the executive's appointment and veto
gower, he commented that the Convention was constituting “s more

angerous monarchy” than the British govemment, “an elective
one.” (1:101). He never could agree, he said “to give up all the rights
of the people to a single Magistrate. If more than one had been fixed
on. greater powers might have been entrusted to the Executive”; and
he hoped that the attempt to give such gowers would have weight later
as an srgument for a plural executive. (1:102).

On June 13, the Committee of the Whole reported its actions on
Randolph’s propositions to the Convention. ( 1:228-32) On June 15,
William Patterson of New Jersey proposed his plan as an alternative.
Patterson’s resolution called for a federal executive elected by Con-
gress, consisting of an unstated number of persons, to serve for an
undesignated term and to be ineligible for a second term. removable
by Coqﬁt]'& on application by a majority of the executives of the
states. The major purpose of the Patterson plan was to preeerve the
- equality of state representation provided in the Articles of Confedera-
tion, and it was on this issue that it was rejected. (1I:242-45) The Ran-
dolph resolutions called for representation on the basis of population
in both houses of the legislature. (I:229-30) The Patterson resolution '
was debated in the Committee of the Whole on June 16, 18, and 19.
The Committee agreed seven states to three, to re-report Randolph’s
resolutions as amended, thereby adhering to them In preference to
Patterson’s. (1:322) .
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SELECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE

On July 17, the Convention began debate on Randolph’s ninth reso-
lution as amended and reported by the Committee of the Whole, The
consideration by the Convention of the resolution began with unani-
mous agreement that the executive should consist of a single person.
(11:29) The Convention then turned to the mode of election. It voted
against election by the peoplo instead of the legislature, proposed by
Ggouvemeur Morns of Penn:glvania, one state to nine. (II:32) Gouv-
erneur Morris had argued that if the executive were appointed and
impeachable by the legislature, he “will be the mere creature” of the
legnslature (I1:29), a view which James Wilson reiterated, adding
that “it was notorious” that the power of appointment to great offices
“was most corru?tly managed of any that had been committed to
legislative bodies.” &II : 32)

uther Martin of Maryland then proposed that the executive be
chosen by electors appointed by state legislators, which was rejected
eight states to two, and election by the legislature was passed
unanimously. (II:32)

TERM OF THE EXECUTIVE

The Convention voted six states to four to strike the clause making
the President ineligible for reelection. In support of reeligibility,
Gouverneur Morris argued that ineligibility “tended to destroy the
great motive to good behaviour, the hope of being rewarded by a
x(~e-Iappointment.. It was saying to him, make hay while the sun shines.”

II:33

The guestion of the President’s term was then considered. A motion
to strike the seven year term and insert “during good behavior” failed
by a vote of four states to six. (I11:36) In his Journal of the Proceed-
ings, James Madison suggests that the “probable object of this motion
was merely to enforce the argument against m—eligibilitgeof the Execu-
tive Magistrate, by holding out a tenure duringLegood havior as the
alternative for keeping him independent of the Legislature.” (II: 33)
After this vote, and & vote not to strike seven years. it was nnani-
mous}y agreed to reconsider the question of the executive’s re-eligibil-

1:36)

ity. (
JURISDICTION OF JUDICIARY TO TRY IMPEACHMENTS

On July 18, the Convention considered the resolution dealing with
the Judiciary. The mode of appointing judges was debated, George
‘Mason suggesting that this question “may depend in some degree on
the mode of trying impeachments, of the Executive.” If the judges
were to try the executive, Mason contended, they surely ought not be
appointed by him. Mason opposed executive appointment; Gouver-
neur Morris, who favored it, agreed that it would be improper for the
judges to try an impeachment of the executive, but suggested that this
was not an argument against their appointment by the executive.
(I : 41-42) Uitima.te]y, after the Convention divided evenly on a
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pro&osul for appointment by the Executive with advice and consent
of the second branch of the legislature, the question was postponed.

II: 44) The Convention did, however, unanimously agree to strike
the lan mm.ga giving the judiciary jurisdiction of “impeachments of
national officers.” (11:48)

REELECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE

On July 19, the Convention again considered the eligibility of the
executive for reelection. (II:51) The debate on this issue reintroduced
the question of the mode of election of the executive, and it was unani-
mously agreed to reconsider generally the constitution of the execu-
tive. The debate sugpests the extent of the delegates’ concern about
the independence of the executive from the legislature. Gouverneur
Morris, who favored reeligibility, said:

One great object of the Executive is to controul the Legis-
lature. The Lagislatnre will continually seek to aggrandize &
perpetuate themselves; and will seize those critical moments
roduced by war, invasion or convulsion for that pu
t is necessary then that the Executive Magistrate s ovﬂd be
the gua.rdim of the peog}e, even of the lower classes, agst.
Legslative tyranny. ... (IT:52)

The ineligibility of the executive for reelection, he argued, “will
destroy the great incitement to merit public esteem by taking away
the hope of being rewarded with a reappointment. . .. It wilfumpt
him to make the most of the Short space of time allotted him, to ac-
cumulate wealth and provide for his friends. . . . It w11l produce vio-
lations of the very Constitution it is meant to secure,” as in moments
of pressing danger an executive will be kept on despite the forms of
the Constitution. And Morris described the impeachability of the
executive as “a dangerous part of the plan. It will hold him in such
dependence that he will be no check on the Legislature, will not be &
firm guardian of the people and of the public interest. He will be
t.hﬁ tool of a faction, of some leading demagogue in the Legislature.”

133
( Morrzs proposed s popularly elected executive, serving for a two
year term, eligible for reelection, and not subject to impeachment. He
did “not regard . . . as formidable” the danger of his unimpeachability :

There must be certain great officers of State; a minister of
finance, of war, of foreign affairs &c. These he presumes
will exercise their functions in subordination to the Execu-
tive, and will be amenable by impeachment to the public
Justice. Without these ministers the Executive can do noth-
ing of consequence. (II:53-54)

The remarks of other delegates also focused on the relationship be-
tween appointment by the legislature and reeligibility, and James Wil-
son remarked that “the unanimous sense” seemed to be that the execu-
tive should not be appointed by the legislature unless he was meh%
for a second time. Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts remarked,
“[Making the executive eligible for reappointment] would make him
absolutely dependent.” (I1:57) Wilson argued for popular election,
and Gerry for appointment by electors chosen by the state executives
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SELECTION, REFLECTION AND TERM OF THE EXPCUTIVE

_ Upon reconsidering the mode of appointment, the Convention voted
six States to three for appointment by electors and eight States to two
that the electors should be chosen by State legislatures. (The ratio of
electors among the States was postponed.) It then voted eight States
to two agrinst the executive’s ineligibility for a second term. (I1:58)
A seven-year term was rej ree States to five; and a six-year
term adopted, nine States to one (I1:58-59).

IMPRACHMENT OF THE EXBCUTIVE

On July 20, the Convention voted on the number of electors for the
first election and on the apportionment of electors thereafter. (11:63)
It then turned to the provision for removal of the executive on im-

ent and conviction for “mal-practice or neglect of duty.” After
ebate, it was .ﬁd to retain the impeachment provision, eight states
to two. (I1:69) This was the only time during the Convention that the
pu of impeachment was specifically addreseed.
arles Pinckney of South Carolina and Gouverneur Morris moved
to strike the impeachment clause, Pinckney observmq that the execu-
tive “[ought not to] be impeachable whilst in office.” (A number of
State constitutions then ogrovided for im ent of the executive
only after he had left office.) James Wilson and William Davie of
North Carolina argued that the executive should be impeachable while
in office, Davie commenting:
If he be not impeachable whilst in office, he will spare no
efforts or means whatever to get himself re-elected.

Davie called his impeachability while in office “an essential security
for the good behaviour of the Executive.” (I1:64)

Gouverneur Morris, reiterating his previous argumen contended
that the executive “can do no criminal act without Coadjutors who

-may be gunished. In case he should be re-elected, that will be sufficient
proof of his innocence.” He also questioned whether impeachment
would result in suspension of the executive. If it did not, “the mischief
will go on”; if it did, “the impeachment will be nearly equivalent to a
displacement, and will render the Executive dependent on those who
are to impeach.” (11:64-85)

As the debate proceeded, however, Gouverneur Morris changed his
mind. During the debate, he admitted “corruption & some few other
offenses to be such as ought to be im ble,” but he thought they
should be enumerated and defined. (I1: 65) By the end of the discus-
sion, he was, he said, “now sensible of the necessity of im hments,
if the Executive was to continue for any time in office.” He cited the

ibility that the executive might “be bribed by a greater interest

to betray his trust.” (11:68) While one would think the King of Eng-
land well secured against bribery, since “[h]e has as it were a fee sim-
le in the whole Kingdom,” yet, said Morris, “Charles IT was bribed
Ky Louis XIV. The Executive ought therefore to be impeachable for
treachery.” (II: 68-89) Other causes of impeachment were “[c]or-
rupting his electors” and “incapacity,” for which “he should be pun-
ished not as & man, but as an officer, and punished only by degradation
from his offce.” Morris concluded : “This Magistrate is not the King
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but the prime-Minister. The people are the King.” He added that care
should be taken to provide a mode for making him amenable to justice
that would not make him dependent on the legislature. (11:69)

George Mason of Virginia was a strong advocate of the impeach-
ability of the executive; no point, he said, “is of more importance than
that the right of impeachment should be continued”:

Shall any man be above Justice?t Above all shall that man be
above it, who can commit the most extensive injustice? When
great crimes were committed he was for punishing the prin-
cipal as well asthe Coadjutors.

{This comment was in direct response to Gouverneur Morris's original
contention that the executive could “do no criminal act without Coad-
jutors who may be punished.”) Mason went on to say that he favored
slection of the executive by the legisiature, and that one objection to
electors was the denger of their being corrupted by the candidates.
This, he said, “furnished s peculiar reason in favor of impeachments
whilst in office. Shall the man who has practised corruption & by that
means procured his appointment in the first instance, be suffered to
escape punishment, by repeating his guiit 1" (II:65)

Benjamin Franklin supported impeschment as “favorable to the
Executive.” At a time when first magistrates could not formally be
brought to justice, “where the chief Magistrate rendered himself
obnoxious, . . . recourses was had to sseassination in wch. he was not
only deprived of his life but of the opportunity of vindicating his
character.” It was best to provide in the Constitution “for the regular
punishment of the Executive when his misconduct should deserve it,
nlﬁl for his honorable acquittal when he shouid be unjustly accused.”
(11: 65)

James Madison argued that it was “indispensable that some provi-
sion should be made for defending the Community agst the incapac-
ity, negligence or perfidy of the chief Magistrate.” A limited term
“was not a sufficient security. He might lose his capacity after his
appointment. He might pervert his administration into a scheme of
peculation or oppression. He might betray his trust to foreign powers.”
(I1: 65-66) It could not be presumed that all or a majority of a leg-
islative body would lose their m\sscity to discharge their trust or
bribed to betray it, and the difficulty of acting in concert for purposes
of corruption provided a security in their case. But in the case of the
Executive to be administered by one man, “loss of capacity or corrup-
tion was more within the compass of probable events, and either of
them might be fatal to the Republic.” (11:86) )

Charles Pinckney reasserted that he did not see the necessity of
impeachments and that he was sure “they ought not to issue from the
Legialatnm who would . . . hold them ss a rod over the Executive
and by that means effectually destroy his independence,” rendering his
legislative revisionary power in particular altogether insignificant.

: 66)

Elbridge Gerry argued for impeachment as a deterrent: “A good
mngistrgg willnnyot rfgr them. A one ought to be kept in fear of
them.” He hoped that the maxim that the chief magistrate conld do
no wrong “would never be sdopted here.” (11:66) L.

Rufus Kmf argued against impeachment from the principle of the
ssparation of powers. judiciary, it was said, would be impeach-
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able, but that was because they held their place during good behavior
and “[i]t is necessary therefore that a forum should be established for
trying misbehaviour.” (11:66) The executive, like the legisiature and
the Senate in particular, would hold office for a limited term of six
years; “he would periodically be tried for his behaviour by his electors,
who would continue or discontinue him in trust according to the man-
ner in which he had discharged it.” Like legislators, tﬁerefore, “he
ought to be subject to no intermediate trial, by impeachment.” (II: 67)
Impeachment is proper to secure behavior of those holding their
office for life: it is unnecessary for any officer who is elected for a
limited term, “the Xeriodical responsibility to the electors being an
equivalent security.” (11:68)

King also suggested that it would be “most agreeable to him” if the
executive’s tenure in office were §ood behaviour; and impeachment
would be appropriate in this case, “provided an imie'pendent and effec-
tual forum could be advised.” He should not be impeachable by the
legislature, for this “would be destructive of his independence and of
the principles of the Constitution.” (11:67)

Edmund Randolph agreed that it was neceseary to proceed “with a
cautious hand” and to exclude “as much as possible the influence of the
Legislature from the business.” He favored impeachment, however:

The propriety of impeachments was a favorite ﬁrinci le
with him; Guilt wherever found ought to be punished. The
Executive will have great opportunitys of abu his power;
particularly in time of war when the military force, and in
some respects the public money will be in his hands, Should no
regular punishment be provided, it will be irregularly inflicted
by tumaﬁte&.insurreotxons. (I1:67)

Charles Pinckney rejoined that the powers of the Executive “would
be 80 circumseril as to render impeachment unnecessary,” (11:68)

SELECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE

On July 24, the decision to have electors choose the executive was
reconsidered, and the national legislature was again substituted, seven
states to four. (I1:101) It was then moved to reinstate the one-term
limitation, which led to discussion and motions with respect to the
length of his term—eleven years, fifteen years, twenty years (“the
medium life of princes”—a suggestion possibly meant, according to
Madison’s journal. “as a caricature of the previous motions”), and
eight years were offered. (I1:102) James Wilson proposed election for
a term of six years by a small number of members of the legislature
selected by lot. (IX:103) The election of the executive was unanimously
postponed. (II :106) On July 25, the Convention rejected, four states
to seven, a proposal for appointment by the legislature unless the in-
cumbent were reeligible in which case the choice would be ma_de by
electors appointed by the state legislatures. (I1:111) It then rejected,
five states to six, Pinckney’s proposal for election by the legislature,
with no person eligible for more than six years in any twelve. (I1:115)

The debate continued on the 26th, and George Mason suggested re-
instituting the original mode of election and term reported by the
Committes of the Whole (appointment by the legislature, a seven-year
term, with no reeligibility for a second term). (I1:118-19) This was
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agreed to, seven states to three. (I1:120) The entire resolution on the
executive was t}xen adopted (six states to three) and referred to a five
member Committee on Detail to prepare a draft Constitution. (I1I:121)

PROVISIONS IN THE DRAFT OF AUGUST 6

The Committee on Detail reported n draft on August 6. It included
the following provisions with respect to impeachment :

The House of Representatives shall have the scle power of
impeachment. (Art. IV, sec. 8)

[The President] shall have power to grant reprieves and
pardons; but his pardon shall not be pleadable in bar of an
impeachment. . . . He [The President] shall be removed
from his office on impeachment by the House of Represent-
atives, and conviction in the Supreme Court, of treason,
bribery, or corruption. (Art. X, sec. 2) .

The Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court shall extend . . .
to the trial of impeachments of Officers of the United States.
. . . In cases of impeachment . . . this jurisdiction shall be
original. . . . The Legislature may assign any part of the
junadiction above mentioned (except the trial of the Presi-
dent of the United States) . . . to . . . Inferior Courts. . . .
{Art. XI,sec.3)

The trial of all criminal offences (except in cases of im-
peachments) shall be in the State where they shall be com-
mitted ; and shall be by Jury. (Art. XI; sec. 4)

Judgment, in cases of Impeachment. shall not extend fur-
ther than to removal from Qffice, and disqualification to hold
and enjoy any office of honour, trust, or profit, under the
United States. But the party convicted shall, nevertheless be
liable and subject to indictment, trisl, judgment and punish-
ment according to law. (Art. XI, sec. 5) (II: 178-79, 185-87)

The draft provided. with respect to the executive:

The Executive Power of the United States shall be vested
in & single person. His stile shall be “The President of the
United States of America;” and his title shall be, “His Excel-
lency”. He shall be elected by ballot by the Legislature. He
shall hold his office during the term of seven years; but shall
not be elected a second time. (Art. X, sec. 1) (II: 185)

Article IV, section 6 was unaniraously agreed to by the Convention
on August 9. (II: 231) On August 22. s prohibition of bills of attain-
der and ex post facto laws was voted, the first unanimously and the
second seven states to three. (I1: 376) On August 24, the Convention
considered Article X, dealing with the Executive. It unanimously
spproved vesting the power in s single perscn. (I1: 401) It rejected,
nine states to two, a motion for election “by the people” rather than
by the Legislature. (I1:402) It then amended the provision to provide
for “joint ballot™ (seven states to four), rejected eech state having
one vote (five states to six), and added lanf'uuga requiring a majority
of the votes of the members present for election (ten states to one).
(I1:403) Gouverneur Marris proposed election by “Electors to be
chosen by the people of the several States,” which failed five states
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to six; then a vote on the “abstract question” of selection by electors
failed, the States being evenly divided (four states for, four opposed,
two divided, and Massachusetts absent). (I1: 404)

On August 25, the clause giving the President pardon power was
unanimously amended so that cases of impeachment wers excepted,
rather than a pardon not being pleadable in bar of impeachment. (I1:

41920

On Xugust 27, the impeachment provisien of Article X was unani-
mously postponed at the instance of Gouverneur Morris, who thought
the Supreme Court an improper tribunal. (II: 427) A proposal to
make ]udgu removable by the Executive on the application of the
Senate and House was rejected, one state to seven. (II:429)

EXTRADITION : “}I10H MISDEMEANOR”

. On_August 28, the Convention unanimously amended the extradi-
tion clause, which referred to any person “charged with treason, felony
or high misdemeanor in any State, who shall flee from justice” to
serike ‘high misdemeanor” and insert “other crime.” The change
was made “in order to comprehend all proper cases: it being doubtful
‘(thIet};it:;;high misdemeanor’ had not a technical meaning too limited.”

FORUM FOR TRIAL OF TMPEACHMENTS

On August 31, these parts of the Constitution that had been post-
poned were referred to a committee with one member from each state—
the Committee of Eleven. (II: 473) On September 4, the Commit-
tes reported to the Convention. It proposed that the Senate have power
to try all impeachments, with concurrence of two-thirds of the mem-
bers present required for a person to be convicted. The provisions con-
cerning election of the President and his term in office were essentially
what was finally adopted in the Constitution, except that the Senate
was given the power to choose among the five receiving the most elec-
toral votes if none had a majority. (I1: 496-99) The office of Vice
President was created, and it was provided that he should be ex officio
Presideat of the Senate “except when they sit to try the impeach-
ment of the President, in which case the Chief Justice shall preside.”
(1E:498) The provision for impeachment of the President was amend-
ed te delete “corruption” as a ground for removal, reading:

He shall be removed from his office on impeachment by the
House of Representatives, and conviction by the Senate, for
treason, or bribery. ... (11:499)

The Convention postponed the Committee’s provision making the
Senate the tribunal for impeachments “in order to decide previously
on the mode of electing the gemident.” (11:499)

SEELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT

Gouverneur Morris explained “the reasons of the Committee and
his own” for the mode of election of the President:
The 1st was the danger of intrigue & faction if the appointmt.
sheuld be made by he Legislature. 2 the inconveniency of an
ineligibility required by that mode in order to lessen its evils.
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3 The difficulty of establishing a Court of Impeachments,
other than the Senate which would not be so proper for the
trial nor the other branch for the impeachment of the Presi-
dent, if appointed by the Legislature, 4 No body had ap-
peared to be satisfied with an appointment by the Legisiatura.
5. Many were anxious even for an immediate choice by the
people—8—the indispensible necessity of making the Ex-
ecutive independent of the Legislature. (IX:300)

The “great evil of cabal was avoided” because the electors would vote
at the same time throughout the country at a great distance from each
other: “[ilt would be impossible also to corrupt them.” A conclusive
reason, said Gouverneur Morris, for having the Senate the judge of im-
peachments rather than the Supreme Court wasthat the Court “wasto
trv the President after the trial of the impeachment.” (IX:500) Objec-
tions wers made that the Senate would almost always choose the Presi-
dent. Charles Pinckney asserted, “It makes the same body of men
which will in fact slect the President his Judges in case of an impeach-
ment.” (IT:501) James Wilson and Edmund Randolph sug, that
the eventual selection should be referred to the whole legisiaturs, not
just the Senate; Gouverneur Morris responded that the Senate wasa
preferred “because fewer could then, say to the President, you owe
vour appointment to us. He thought the President would not depend
80 much on the Senate for his re-appointment as on his general good
eonduct.” (I1:502) Further consideration on the report was postponed
until the following day. °

On Sentamber 5 and 6. a substantial number of amendments were
proposed. The most imnortant. adooted by a vote of ten states to
one, provided that the House. rather than the Senata, should chonee
in the event no nerson received a maiority of the electoral votes, with
the repreeentation from each state having one vote, and & quorum
of two-thirds of the statee being required. (IX: 527-28) This amend-
ment was supported as ‘“lessenine the aristocratic influence of the
Senate.” in the words of George Mason. Farlier, James Wilson had
criticized the report of the Committee of Eleven as “having a danger-
ous tendencv to sristocracy: as throwing a dangerous power into
the hands of the Senate.” who would have. in fact, the apnointment
of the President, and through his dependence on them the virtual
appointment to other offices (including the judiciary), wonld make
treaties. and would trv all impeachments. “[T]he Legisiative. Execu-
tive & .Judiciarv powers are all blended in one branch of the Govern-
ment. . . . [TThe President will not be the man of the people as he
ought to be. but the Minion of the Senate.” (IT: 522-23)

ADOPTION OF “HIGH CRIMES AND MISDEMEZANORS”

On September 8. the Convention considered the clause referring
to impenchment and removal of the President for treason and bribery.
George Mason acked. “Why ia the provision restrained to Treason &
briberv onlx?*” Treason as defined by the Constitution, he said, “will
not reach many great and dangerous offenses. . . . Attempts to subvert
the Constitution may not be Treason . . .” Not only was treason lim-
ited, but it was “the more necessary to extend : the power of impeach-
ments” because bills of attainder were forbidden. moved to add
“maladministration” after “bribery”. (I1:550)
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James Madison commented, “So vague a term will be equivalent
to a tenure during pleasure of the Senate,” and Mason withdrew “mal-
administration” and substituted “high crimes & misdemeanors . . .
aggl;. the State.” This term was adopted, eight states to three, (II:
56

TRIAL OF IMPEACHMENTS BY THE SENATE

Madison then objected to trial of the President by the Senate and
after discussion moved to strike the provision, stating a preference
for a tribunal of which the Supreme Court formed a part. He objected
to trial by the Senate, “especially as [the President] was to be im-
peached by the other branch of the Lepislature, and for any act
which might be called & misdemeanor. The President under these
circumstances was made improperly dependent.” (I1: 551)

Gouverneur Morris (who had said of “maladministration” that it
would “not be fut in force and can do no harm”; an election every
four years would “prevent maladministration” II: 550) argued that
no tribunal other than the Senate could be trusted. The Supreme
Court, he said, “were too few in number and might be warped or
corrupted.” He was against a dependence of the executive on_the
legislature, and considered legislative tyranny the great danger. But,
he argued, “there could be no danger that the Senate would say
untruly on their oaths that the President was guilty of crimes or
facts, especially as in four years he can be turned out.” (II: 551)

Charles Pinckney opposed the Senate as the court of impeachments
because it would make the President too dependent on the legislature.
“If he opposes a favorite law, the two Houses will combine against
him, and under the influence of heat and faction throws him out of
office.” Hugh Williamson of North Carolina replied that there was
“‘more danger of too much lenity than of too much rigour towards
the President,” considering the number of respects in which the Senate
was associated with the President. (I1:51)

A fter Madison’s motion to strike out the provision for trial by the
Senate failed, it was unanimously agreed to strike “State” and insert
“United States” after “misdemeanors against,” “in order to remove
sambiguity.” (I1:551) It was then agreed to add: “The vice-President
and other Civil officers of the U.S. shall be removed from office on
im hment and conviction as aforesaid.”

uverneur Morris moved to add a requirement that members of the
Senate would be on oath in an impeachment trial, which was agreed
to, and the Convention then voted, nine states to two. to agree to the
clause for trial by the Senate. (I1: 552-53)

COMMITTEE ON STYLE AND ARRANGEMENT

A five member Committee on Style and Arrangement was appointed
by ballot to arrange and revise the language of the articles agreed to
by the Convention. (I1:553) The Committee reported a draft on Sep-
tember 12. The Committee, which made numerous changes to shorten
and tighten the language of the Constitution, had dropped the expres-
sion “against the (fn“lted States” from the description of grounds for
im ent, 8o the clause read, “The president, vice-president, and
all civil officers of the United States, shall be removed from office on
impeachment for, and conviction of treason, bribery, or other high
Crimes and Misdemeanors.” (11 :600) :
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SUSPENSION UPON IMPEACHMENT

On September 14, John Rutledge and Gouverneur Morris moved
“that persons impeached be mﬁended from their office until they be
tried and acquitted. (1I:612) Madison objected that the President was
already made too dependent on the legislature by the power of one
branch to try him in consequence of an impeachment g; the other.
Suspension he argued, “will put him in the power of one branch only,”
which can at any moment vote a umpornr{ remova! of the President
in order “to maza way for the functions of another who will be more
favorable to their views” The motion was defeated, three states to

ei%t. gl : 618).

o further changes were made with respect to the impeachment
provision or the election of the President. On September 15, the Con-
stitution was agreed to, and on September 17 it was signed and the
Convention adjourned. (I1: 650)



62

APPENDIX B

Awenrcan InpeacHMENT Cases
1. SENATOR WILLIAM BLOUNT (1797~1799)

. Proceedings in the House

The House adopted a resolution in 1797 authorizing a select com-
mittes to examine a presidential mesasge and sccompanying papers
regarding the conduct of Senator Blount.! The committee reported
a resolntion that Blount “be iutﬁemhed for high crimes and misde-
meancrs,” which was adopted without debate or division.*

b. Articles of Impeachment

Five articles of impeachment were agroed to by the Homse without
amendment (exoept a “mere verbal one”).

Article I charged that Blount, knowing that the United States was
at p}:awe with Spain and that Spain and Great Britain were at war with
each other, “but disregarding the duties and obli&ntiou of his high
station, and deeig::i::f and intending to disturb the peace and tran-
quillity of the United States, and to violate and infringe the neutral-
ity thereof,” conspired and contrived to premots a hostile military
expedition against the Spanish possessions of Louisiana and Florids
for the purpose of wresting them from Spsin and conquering them
for Great Britain, This was alleged to be “contrary to the duty of his
trust and station as a Senator of the United States, in violstion of
the obligations of neutrality,and against the Iaws of the United States,
and the peace and interests thereof.”

Article 1] charged that Blount kmowing of a treaty between the
United States and Spain and “disregar his high station, and
the stipulations of the . . . treaty, and the obligations of neutrality,”
conspired to engage the Creek and Cherokee nations in the expedition
aﬁninst Louisiana and Florida. This was alleged to be contrary te
Biount’s duty of trust and station 28 a Senator, in violation of the
treaty and of the obligations of neutrality, and against the laws,
peace, and interest of the United States.

Article T1{ al} that Blount, knowing that the President wasem-
powered by act of Congress to appoint temporary agents to reside
among the Indians in order to secure the continuance of their friend-
ship and that ¢he President had appointed a principal temporary
agent, “in the prosecution of his criminal designs and of his conspira-
cies” ired and contrived to aliemate the tribes from the Presi-
dent's egenrt and to diminish and impair his influence with the tribes,
“comtrary to the duty of his trust and station as a Senstor and the
peace and interests of the United States.”

18 ARRALS 0F CoNG. 44041 {1797),
374 488,

S1d. 951,
141)
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Article IV charged that Blount, knowing that the Congress had
made it lawful for the President to establish trading posts with the
Indians and that the President had appointed an interpreter to serve
as assistant post trader, conspired and contrived to seduce the inter-
preter from his duty and trust and to engage him in the promotion
and execution of Blount’s criminal intentions and conspiracies, con-
trary to the duty of his trust and station as a Senator and against
the Jatws, treaties, peace and interest of the United States.

Article V charged that Blount, knosing of the boundary line be-
tween the United gutes and the Cherokee nation established by treaty,
in further prosecution of his criminal designs and conspiracies and
the more effectually to accomplish his intention of exciting the Chero-
kees to commence hostilities against Spain, conspired and contrived to
diminish and impair the confidence of the Cherokee nation in the gov-
ernment of the United States and to create discontent and disaffec-
tion among the Cherokees in relation to the boundary line. This was
alleged to be against Blount’s duty and trust as a Senator and against
impeachment was dismissed.

¢. Proceedings in the Senate
Before Blount's impeachment, the Senate had expelled him for “hav-
ing been guilty of a high misdemeanor, entirely inconsistent with his
public trust and duty as a Senator.” ¢ At the trial s plea was inte
.on behalf of Blount to the effect that (1) a Senator was not a “civil
officer,” (2) having already been expelled, Blount was no longer im-
peachable, and (3) no crime or misdemeanor in the execution of the
.office had been alleged. The Senate voted 14 to 11 that the plea was
sufficient in law that the Senats ought not to hold jurisdiction.® The
impeachment was dismissed. :

2. DISTRICT JUDCGE JOHN PICKFRING (1803-1804) -

a. Proceedings in the House .

A message received from the President of the United States, regard-
ing complaints against Judge Pickering, was referred to a select com-
mittes for investigation in 1803.¢ A resolution that Pickering be
impeached “of high crimes and misdemeanors” was reported to the full
House the same year and adopted by a vote of 45 to 8.7

b. Articles of Impeachment

A select committee was appointed to draft articles of impeachment.*
The House agreed unanimously and without amendment to the four
articles subsequentlv reported.’ Each article alleged high crimes and
misdemeanors by Pickering in his conduct of an admiralty proceeding
by the United States against a ship and merchandise that allegedly
had been landed without the payment of duties. . .

Article I charged that Judge Pickering, “not regarding, but with
intent to evade” an act of Congress, had ordered the ship and mer-
chandise delivered to its owner without the production of sny certifi-

414 43-44.

S ]4. 2819 (1799).

€12 Annars or CoNc. 460 (1803).
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cate that the duty on the ship or the merchandise had been paid or
secured, “contrary to [Pickering’s] trust and duty as judge . . ., and
to the manifest injury of [the] revenue.” 1°

Article I charged that Pickering, “with intent to defeat the just
claims of the United States,” refused to hear the testimony of witnesses
produced on behalf of the United States and, without hearing testi-
mony, ordered the ship and merchandise restored to the claimant “con-
trary to his trust and duty, as judge of the said district court, in viola-
tion of the laws of the Jnite& States, and to the manifest injury of
their revenue.” 1

Article 111 charged that Pickering, “disregarding the authority of
the laws, and wickedly meaning and intending to injure the revenues
of the United States, and thereby to imPair the public credit, did
absolutely and positively refuse to allow” the appeal of the United
States on the inltx‘ proceedings, “cont to his trust and duty
as judge of the said district court, against the laws of the United
States, to the great injury of the public revenue, and in violation of
the solemn oath which he had taken to administer equal and impartial
justice.” **

Article IV charged :

That whereas for the due, faithful, and impartial adminis-
tration of justice, temperance and sobriety are essential quali-
ties in the character of a judge, yet the said John Pickering,
being & man of loose morals and intemperate habits, . . . did
appear upon the bench of the said court, for the purpose of
administering iustioe [on the same dates as the conduct
oharged in articles I-III], in a state of total intoxication, . .
and did then and there frequently, in a most profane and in-
decent manner, invoke the name of the Supreme Being, to the
evil example of all the ﬂood citizens of the United States, and
was then and there guilty of other high misdemeanors, dis-

- graceful to his own character as a judge, and degrading
to the honor and dignity of the United States.'*

¢. Proceedings in the Senate

The Senate convictéd Judge Pickering on each of the four articles
by a vote of 19 to T.1¢

d. Miscellaneous ) )
The Senate heard evidence on the issue of Judge Pickering’s sanity,
but refused by a vote of 19 to 9 to postpone the trial.’*

3. JUSTICE SAMUEL CHASE (1804-1808)

a. Proceedings in the House .

In 1804 the House authorized a committes to inquire into the con-
duct of Supreme Court Justice Chase.* On the same da that Judge
Pickering was convicted in the Senate, the House adopted by a vote of
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73 to 32 a resolution reported by the committee that Chase be im-
peached of “high crimes and misdemeanors."”

L. Articles of Impearhment

After voting separately on each, the House ndopted eight articles.!

Article [ charged that, “unmindful of the solemn duties of his office,
and contrary to the sacred obligation by which he stood bound to dis-
charpe them ‘faithfullv and impartially, and without respect to per-
sons’ [a quotation from the judicial oath prescribed by statute},”
Chase, in presiding over a treason trial in 1800, “did, in his judicial
capacity, conduct himself in a manner highly arbitrary, oppressive
and unjust” by:

(1) delivering a written opinion on the applicable legal definition
of treason before the defendant’s counsel had been heard;

(2) preventing counsel from citing certain English cases and U.S.
statutes; and ,

(3) depriving the defendant of his constitutional privilege to argue
. the law to the jury and “endeavoring to wrest from the jury their
indisputable right to hear argument and determine upon the question
of Iaw, as well as the question of fact” in reaching their verdict.

In consequence of this “irregular conduct” by Chase, the defendant
was deprived of his Sixth Amendment rights and was condemned to
death without having been represented by counsel “to the disgrace of
the character of the American bench, in manifest violation of law and
justice, and in open contempt of the rights of juries, on which ulti-
mately, rest the liberty and safety of the people.”'*

Article 11 charqed that, “prompted by & similar spirit of persecu-
tion and injustice,” Chase had presided over a trial in 1800 involving
a violation of the Sedition Act of 1798 {for defamation of the Presi-
dent, and, “with intent to oppress and procure the conviction” of
the defendant, allowed an individual to serve on the jury who wished
to be excused because he had made up his mind as to whether the pub-
lication involved was libelous.”

Article 111 charged that, “with intent to oppress and procure the
conviction” of the defendant in the Sedition Act prosecution, Chase
refused to permit a witness for the defendant to testify “on pretense
that the said witness could not prove the truth of the whole of one of
the charges contained in the indictment, although the said charge em-
braced more than one fact.”*

Article IV charged that Chase’s conduct throughout the trial was
“marked by manifest injustice, partiality. and intemperance”:

(1) in compelling defendant's counsel to reduce to writing for
the court's inspection the questions they wished to ask the witness
referred to in article I1I; .

(2) in refusing to postpone the trial aithough an affidayit had
been filed stating the absence of material witnesses on behalf of
the ;lefendmt; . 1. rade and contempt xpressions” to

in using “unusual, rude and contemptuous expressions
deiuzdmt’s counsel and in “falsely insinuating” that they wished
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to excite public fears and indignation and “to produce that insub-
ordination to law to which the conduct of the judge did, at the
same time, manifestly tend”;

(4) in “repeated and vexatious interruptions of defendant’s
counsel, which induced them to withdraw from the case”; and

(5) in manifesting “an indecent solicitude” for the defendant’s
conviction, “unbecoming even a public prosecutor, but highly dis-
tfgmv;?ﬁsl to the character of a judge, as it was subversive of jus-

1ce.

Article V charged that Chase hed issued a bench warrant rather
than a summons in the libel case, contrary to law.?

Article VI charged that Chase refused a continuance of the libel
trial to the next term of court, contrary to lsw and “with intent to
oppress and procure the conviction” of the defendant.*

Article VII charged that Chase, “disre ing the duties of his of-

did descend from the dignit{‘:f s judge and stoop to the level of
an informer” by refusing to discherge a grand jury and by charging
it to investigate a printer for sedition, with intention to procurs the
prosecution of tive printer, “thereby degrading his high judicial func-
tions and: tending to impair the public confidence in, and respect for,
the tribunals of justice, 80 essential to the general welfars.”

Article VIII ¢ that Chase, “disregarding the duties and dig-
nity of his judicial character,” did “pervert his official right and duty
to addrem” a grand jury by delivering “an intemperate and inflam-
matory political harangue with intent to excite the fears and resent-
ment” of the grand jury and the people of Maryland against their
state government and constitution, “a conduct highly censurable in
any, but peculiarly indecent and unbecoming” in a Justice of the Su-
preme Court. This article aleo charged that Chsse endeavored “to
excite the odium” of the Tnd ;:3 and the people of Maryland

inst the government of the United States “by delivering opinions,
:vi‘i:: , even if the judicial authority were competent to their expres-
gion, on s suitable occasion and in a proper nmnner, were at that time,
and as delivered by him&highl indecent, extra-judicial, and tending
to prostitute the high judicial charecter with which he was invested, to
the low purpose of an electioneering partisan.” **

¢. Proceedings in the Senate

Justios Chase was scquitted on each article by votes mnﬁmg from
0-34 not guilty on Article V to 18-15 guilty on Article VILL™

4. DISTRICT JUDOE JAMES H. PECK (1830-1831)

a. Proceedinigs in the House
The House ado a resolution in 1830 suthorizing an inquiry re-
i I)ist:ric(’.x:}mi Peck.®> The Judiciary reported
a resolution that Peck “be impeached of high misdemeanors in office”
to the House, which adopted ii by a vote of 123 to 49.™
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b. Article of Impeachment

After the House voted in favor of impeachment, a committee was
asponnted to prepare articles. The single article proposed and finally
adopted by the House chsrged that Peck, “unmindful of the solemn
duties of liis station,” and “with interest in wrongfully and unjustly
to oppress, imprison, and otherwise injure” an sttorney who had pub-
lished a newspaper article criticizing one of the judge’s opinions, had
brought the attorney before the court and, under “tte color and pre-
tences” of & contemgt proceeding, had caused the at‘orney to be im-

risoned briefly and suspended from practice for e.ghteen months.

he House charged that Peck’s conduct resuited in “the great dis-
paragement of public Lustice, the abuse of judicial authority, and . ..
the subversion of the liberties of the people of the United States.” *

¢. Proceedings in the Senate

The trial in the Senate focused on two issues. One issue was whether
Peck, by punishing the attorney for writing & newsgaper article, had
exceeded the limits of judicial contempt power under Section 17 of
the Judiciary Act of 1789. The other contested issue was the require-
ment of proving wrongful intent. _

Judge Peck was acquitted on the single article with twenty-one Sen-
ators voting in favor of conviction and twenty-two Senators against.!

8. DISTRICT JUDGE WEST H. HUMPHREYS (1862)

a. Proceedings in the House

A resolution authorizing an inquiry by the Judiciary Committee
respecting District Judge Humghreys was adopted in 1862.* Hum-
phreys was subsequently impeac ed at the recommendation of the in-
vestigating committee."
b. Articles of Impeachment - .

Soon after the adoption of the impeachment resolution, seven articles
of impeachment were agreed to by the House without debate.*¢

Article I charged that in disregard of his “duties as a citizen . . .
and unmindful of the duties of his . . . office” as a judge, Hum-
phreys “endenvc;:sed] by public speech to incite revolt and rebellion”

inst the United States; and publicly declared that the people of

"lg:messee had the right to sbsolve themselves of allegiance to the
United States. . . ) . . -

Article 1] charged that, disregarding his duties as a citizen, his
obligations as a judge, and the “good behavior” clause of the Consti-
tution, Humphreys advocated and agreed to Tennessee’s ordinance
of secession. . .

Article 111 cha that Humphreys organized armed rebellion
against the United States and w war against them.

Article IV charged Humphreys with conspiracy to violate a civil
war statute that made it a criminal offense “to oppose by force the
anthority of the Government of the United States.”

= [4. 869. For text of article, see H.R. Jovn, 21st Cong., 1st BSess. 691-06 (1880).
= 7 Cone. Dza. 43 (1831).
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- J4 190887,

™ 1d. 2203,



68
47

Article V charged that, with intent to prevent the administration
of the laws of the United States and to overthrow the authority of the
United States, Humphreys had failed to perform his federal judicial
duties for nearly a year.

Article VI alleged that Judge Humphreys had continued to hold
court in his state, calling it the district court of the Confedcrate States
of America. Article VI was divided into three specifications, related to
Humphreys’ acts while sitting as a Confederate judge. The first speci-
fication charged that Humphreis endeavored to coerce a Union sup-
porter to swear allegiance to the Confederacy. The second charged
that he ordered the confiscation of private property on behalf of the
Confederacy. The third charged that he jailed Union sympathizers
who resi the Confederacy.

Article VII charged that while sitting as a Confederate judge, Hum-
phreys unlawfully arrested and imprisoned a Union supporter.
¢. Proceedings in the Senate :

Humphreys could not be personally served with the impeachment
summons because he had fled Union territory.* He neither appeared at
the trial nor contested the charges.

The Senate convicted Humphreys of all charges except the con-
fiscation of property on behalf of the Confederacy, which several Sen-
ators stated had not been properly proved.* The vote ranged from
38-0 guilty on Articles I and 1V to 11-24 not guilty on specification
two of Article V1.

6. PRESIDENT ANDREW JOHNSON (1867-1868)

a. Proceedings in the House
The House adopted a resolution in 1867 authorizin%;h; Judiciary
Committee to inquire into the conduct of President Johnson.*” A ma-
jority of the committee recommended impeachment,' but the House
voted against the resolution, 108 to 57.** In 1868, however, the House
authorized an inquiry by the Committee on Reconstruction, which
reported an impeachment resolution after President Johnson had re-
moved Secretary of War Stanton from office. The House voted to im-
peach, 128-47.%
b. Articles of Impeachment
Nine of the eleven articles drawn by a select committee and ndogrted
by the House related solely to the President’s removal of Stanton. The
removal allegedly violated the recently enacted Tenure of Office Act,*
which also categorized it as a “high misdemeanor.” *
The House voted on each of the first nine articles separately; the
tenth and eleventh articles were adopted the following day.
Article I charged that Johnson,
unmindful of the high duties of his office, of his oath of office
and of the requirement of the Constitution that he should
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take care that the laws be faithfully executed, did unlawfully
and in violation of the Constitution and laws uf the United
States, issue an order in writing for the removal of Edwin M.
Stanton.

Article [ concluded that President Johnson had committed “ a high
misdemeanor in office.” 9

Articles I and 111 characterized the President’s conduct in the same
terms but charged him with the allegedly unlawful appointment of
Stanton’s replacement.

Article IV charged that Johnson, with intent, unlawfully conspired
with the replacement for Stanton and Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives to “hinder and prevent” Stanton from holding his office.

Article V, a variation of the preceding article, charged a conspiracy
to prevent the execution of the Tenure of Office Act, in addition to a
conspiracy to prevent Stanton from holding his office.

Article VI charged Johnson with conspiring with Stanton's des-
ignated replacement, “by force to seize, take and possess” government
property in Stanton’s possession, in violation of both an “act to define
and punish certain conspiracies” and the Tenure of Offics Act.

Article VII charged the same offense, but as a violation of the
Tenure of Office Act only.

Article V111 alleged that Johnson, by appointing a new Secretary
of War, had, “with intent unlawfully to control the disbursements of
the mone appmpriatcd for the military service and for the Depart-
ment of War,” violated the provisions of the Tenure of Office Act.

Article I X charged that Johnson, in his role as Commander in Chief,
had instructed the General in charge of the military forces in Wash-
i n that part of the Tenure of Office Act was unconstitutional,
with intent to induce the General, in his official capacity as commander
of the Department of Washington, to prevent the execution of the
Tenure of Office Act. .

Article X, which was adopted by amendment after the first nine
articles, alleged that Johnson,

unmindful of the high duties of his office and the dignity
and proprieties thereof, . . . designing and intending to set
aside the rightful authority and powers of Congress, did at-
tempt to bring into disgrace, ridicule, hat contempt, and
reproach. the Congress of the United States, [and] to impair
and destroy the regard and respect of all good people . . .
for the Congress and legislative power thereof . . .
by making “certain intemperate, inflammatory, and scandalous ha-
es.” In addition: the same speeches were nl{le to have brought
;:ﬁgh office of the President into “contempt, ridicule, and disgrace,
to the great scandal of all good citizens.” .
Article XI combined the conduct charged in Article X and the nine
other articles to allege that Johnson had sttempted to prevent the
execution of both the Tenure of Office Act and an sct relating to arm
appropriations by unlawfully devising and contriving means by whi
he couid remove Stanton from office.

@ For text of articlea, see CON. GLOBR, 40tk Cong., 24 Bess. 1603-18, 1642 (1868).



70
49

0. Proceedings in the Senate

The Senate voted only on Articles II, III, and XI, and President
Johnson was uﬂ:itmd on each, 35 guilty—19 not guilty, one vote short
of the two-thirds required to convict.%
d. Miscellaneous

All of the articles relating to the dismissal of Stanton alleged in-
dictable offenses. Article X did not allege an indictable offense, but this
article was never voted on by the Senate.

1. DISTRICT JUDGE MARK H. DELAHAY (1873)

a. Proceedings in the House

A resolution suthorizing an inquiry by the Judiciary Committee
respecting District Judge Delahay was adopted by the House in 1872+
In 1873 the committee proposed a resolution of im ent for “high

crimes and misdemeanors in office,” which the House * adopted.

b. Subsequent Proceedings

Delahay resigned before articles of imgeachment were prepared,
and the matter waa not pursued further by the House. The charge
against him had been described in the House as follows:

The most grevious charge, and that which is beyond all
question, was that his personal habits unfitted .him for the
judicial office, that he was intoxicated off the bench as well
a8 on the bench.*’

8. BECRETARY OF WAR WILLIAM W. BELKNAP (1878)

a. Proceedings in the House

In 1876 the Committes on Expenditures in the War Department *
unanimously recommended impeachment of Secretary Belknap “for
high crimes and misdemeanors while in office,” and the House unani-
mously adopted the resolution.

b. Articles of Impeachment

Five articles of impeachment were drafted by the Judiciary Com-
mittee * and adopted by the House, all relating to Belknap’s allegedly
corrupt appointment of a military post trader. The House agreed to
the articles as a group, without voting separately on each.*!

Article I charged Belknap with “high crimes and misdemeanors in
office” for unlawfully receiving sums of money, in consideration for the
appointment, made by him as Secretary of War.*?

Article I charged %elkna with a “high misdemeanor in office” for
“willfully, corruptly, and unlawfully” taking and receiving money in
return for the continued maintenance of the post trader.®*

Article II] charged that Belknap was “criminally disregarding his
duty as Secretary of War, and basely prostituting his high office to

# Cone. gwll s‘u::ré:m zc;u(.. 2«1 '!oe;cllal.’s‘.' (1848).
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his lust for private guin.” when he “unlawfully and corruptly” con-
tinued his appointee in office, “to the great injury and damage of the
officers and soldiers of the United States” stationed at the military
post. The maintenance of the trader was also alleged to be “agninst
public Policy, and to the great disgrace and detriment of the public
service.” %

Article IV wlleged seventeen separate specifications relating to Bel-
knap’s appointment and continuance in office of the post trader.*

Article V enumerated the instances in which Belknap or his wife
had corruptly received “divert large sums of money.”*

¢. Proceedings in the Senate

The Senate failed to convict Belknap on any of the articles, with
votes on the articles ranging from 35 guilty—25 not guilty to 37
guilty—25 not guilty.”

d. Miscellaneous ’

In the Senate trial, it was argued that because Belknap had resigned
prior to his impeachment the case should be dropped. The Senate,
by a vote of 37 to 29, decided that Belknap was amenable to trial by
impeachment.** Twenty-two of the Senator voting not guilty on each
article. nevertheless indicated that in their view the Senate had no
jurisdiction.*

9. DISTRICT JUDGE CHARLES BWAYNE (1903-1008)

a. Proceedings in the House

The House adopted a resolution in 1903 directing an investigation
by the Judiciary Committes of District Judge Swayne.®® The com-
mittee held hearings during the next year, and reported a resolution
that Swayne be impeached “of high crimes and misdemeanors” in
late 1004.** The House agreed to the resolution unanimously.

d. Articles of Impeackment

After the vote to impeach, thirteen articles were drafted and ap-
proved by the House in 1905.** However, only the first twelve articles
were presented to the Senate.*

Article I charged that Swayne had knowingly filed a false certificate
and claim for travel expenses while serving as a visiting judge, “where-
by he has been guilty of a high crime and misdemeanor in said office.”

Articles I and I/ charged that Swayne, having claimed and re-
ceived excess travel reimbursement for other trips, had “misbehaved
himself and was and is guilty of a high crime, to wit, the crime of ob-
taining money from the United States by a false pretense, and of a
high misdemeanor in office.” .

Articles IV and V charged that Swayne, having appropriated a pri-
vate railroad car that was under the custody of a receiver of his court
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and used the car, its provisions, and a porter without making com-
pensation to the railroad, “was and is guilty of an abuse of judicial
power and of a high misdemeanor in office.”

Articles VI and VII charged that for periods of six years and nine
vears, J ngq Swayne had not been a bona fide resident of his judicial
district, in violation of a statute requiring every federal judge to reside
in his judicial district. The statute provided that “for offending against
this provision [the judge] shall be deemed guilty of a ln;i misde-
meanor.” The articles charged that Swayne “willfully and knowingly
violated” this law and “was and is guifz; of a high misdemeanor in

office.”

_ Articles V1II,1X, X, XI and XII charged that Swayne improperly
imprisoned two attorneys and a litigant for contempt of court. Articles
VIII and X alleged that the imprisonment of the attorneys was done
“maliciously and unlawfully” and Articles IX and XI charged that
these imprisonments were done “knowingly and unlawfully.” Article
XI charged that the private person was imprisoned “unlawfully and
knowingly.” Each of these five articles concluded by charging that by
so acting, Swayne had “misbehaved himself in his office as judge and
iwus ﬁ‘ind"i' guilty of an abuse of judicial power and a high misdemeanor

n office.’

¢. Proceedings in the Senate
A majority of the Senate voted acquittal on all articles.**

10. CIRCUIT JUDGE ROBERT W. ARCHRALD (1012-1918)

a. Proceedings in the House

The House authorized an investigation by the Judiciary Commit-
tee on Circuit Judge Archbald of the Commerce Court in 1912.* The
Committee unanimously reported a resolution that Archbald be im-
»enched for “misbehavior and for high crimes and misdemeanors.”
and the House adopted the resolution, 223 to 1.**

b. Articles of Impeachment

Thirteen Articles of impeachment were presented and adopted
simultaneously with the resolution for impeachment.

Article I charged that Archbald “willfully, unlawfully, and cor-
ruptly took advantage of his official position . . . to induce and influ-
cnee the officials” of a company with litigation pending before his
court to enter into a contract with Archbald and his business ll,lmrtner
to sell them assets of a subsidiary company. The contract was allegedly
profitable to Archbald.*’ .

Article 11 also charged Archbald with “willfully, unlawfully, and
corruptly” using his position as judge to influence a litigant then
before the Interstate Commerce Commission (who on appeal would
be before the Commerce Court) to settle the case and purchase stock.**

Article I1T charged Archbald with using his official position to ob-
tain a leasing agreement from a party with suits pending in the Com-
merce Court.”
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Article IV alleged “gross and improper conduct” in that Archbald
had (in another suit pending in the Commerce Court) ‘“secretly,
wrongfully, and unlawfully” requested an attorney to obtain an ex-
planation of certain testimony from a witness in the case. and sub-
sequently requested argument in support of certain contentions from
the same attorney, all “without the knowledge or consent” of the op-
posing party.'

Article V charged Archbald with accepting “a gift, reward or pres-
ent” from a person for whom Archbald Ead attempted to gnin a fav-
orable leasing agreement with a potential litigant in Archbald's
court.™

Article VI again charged improper use of Archbald’s influence as a
judge. this time with respect to a purchase of an interest in land.

Articles VII through X1 referred to Archbald’s conduct during his
tenure as district court judge. These articles alleged improper and un-
becoming conduct constituting “misbehavior” and * misconduet”
in office stemming from the misuse of his position as judge to influence
litigants before his court, resulting in personal gain to Archbald. He
was also charged with accepting a “large sum of money” from people
likely “to be interested in litigation” in his court, and such conduct
was alleged to “bring his . . . office of district judge into disrepute.” '*
Archbald was also charged with accepting money “contributed . . . by
various attorneys who were practitioners in the said court”; and ap-
E:inting and maintaining as jury commissioner an attorney whom he

ew to be general counsel for a potential litigant.”
 Article XI1I summarized Archbald’s conduct both as district court
judge and commerce court judge, charging that Archbald had used
these offices “wrongfully to obtain credit,” and charging that he had
used the latter office to affect “various and diverse contracts and agree-
ments,” in return for which he had received hidden interests in said
contracts, agreements, and properties.’

¢. Proceedings in the Senate

The Senate found Archbald guilty of the charges in five of .the
thirteen articles, including the catch-all thirteenth. Archbald was re-
moved from office and disqualified from holding any future office.”™

11. DISTRICT JUDGE GEORGE W. ENGLIBH (19235-1026)

a. Proceedings in the House '
The House adopted a resolution in 1925 directing an inquiry intd
the official conduct of District .Judge English. A subcommittee of the
Judiciary Committee took evidence in 1925 and recommended impeach-
ment.™ In March 1926, the Judiciary Committee reported an impeach-
ment resolution and five articles of impeachment.”” The House adapted
the impeachment resolution and the articles by a vote of 306 to 62."

nJg.
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Judge English resigned six days before the date set for trial in the
Senate. The House Managers stated that the resignation in no way
affected the right of the Senate to try the charges, but recommended
that the impeachment proceedings be discontinued.” The recommen-
dation was accepted by the House, 290 to 23.%

b. Articles of Impeachment

Article I charged that Judge English “did on divers and various
occasions so abuse the powers of his high office that he is hereby
charged with tyranny and oppression, whereby he has brought the
administration of justice in [his] court . . . into disrepute, and . . .
is guilty of misbehavior falling under the constitutional provision as

round for impeachment and removal from office.” The article alleged
that the judge had “willfully, tyrannically, oppressively and unlaw-
fully” disbarred lawyers practicing before him, summoned state and
local officials to his court in an imaginary case and denounced them
with profane language, and without sufficient cause summoned two
newspapermen to his court and threatened them with imprisonment.
It was also alleged that Judge English stated in open court that if he
instructed a jury that a man was guilty and they did not find him
guilty, he would send the jurorsto jail.

Artwcle 11 charged that Judge English knowingly entered into an
“unlawful and improper combination” with a referes in bankruptcy,
appointed by him, to control bankruptcy proceedings in his dis-
trict for the benefit and profit of the judge and his relatives and
friends, and amended the bankruptcy rules of his court to enlarge the
authority of the bankruptcy receiver, with a view to his own benefit.

Article 111 charged that Judge English “corruptly extended favorit-
ism in diverse matters,” “with the intent to corruptly prefer” the
referee in bankrupw[y, to whom English was alleged to be “under great
obligations, financial and otherwise.”

Article IV charged that Judge English ordered bankruptcy funds
within the jurisdiction of his court to be deposited in banks of which he
was a stockholder, director and depositor, and that the judge entered
into an agreement with each bank to designate the bank a deposito
of interest-free bankruptcy funds if the bank would employ the judge’s
son s a cashier. These actions were stated to have been taken “with the
wrongful and unlawful intent to use the influence of his . . . office as
judge for the personal profit of himself” and his family and friends.

Article V alleged that Judge English’s treatment of members of the
bar and conduct in his court during his tenure had been oppressive to
both members of the bar and their clients and had deprived the clients
of their rights to be ?rotectzd in liberty and property. It also alleged
that Judge English “at diverse times and places, while acting as such
judge, did disregard the authority of the laws, and . . . did refuse to
allow . . . the benefit of trial by jury, contrary to his. .. trust and duty
as judge of said district court, against the laws of the United States
and in violation of the solemn oath which he had taken to administer
equal and impartial justice.” Judge English’s conduct in making deci-
gions and orders was alleged to be such “as to excite fear and distrust
and to inspire a widespread belief, in and beyond his judicial district

» A8 Cone. Ruc. 207 (1926).
®1d. 302.
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. . . that causes were not decided in said court according to the#r
merits,” “[n]}]] to the scandal and disrepute” of his court and the ad-
ministration of justice in it. This “course of conduct" was alleged to be
*misbehavior” and “a misdemeanor in office.”

¢. Proceedings in the Senate

The Senate, being informed by the Managers for the House that the
IHouse desired to discontinue the proceedings in view of the resignation
of Judge English, approved a resolution dismissing the proceedings
by a vote of 70to 9.2

12. DISTRICT JUDGE HAROLD LOUDERBACK (1032-1933)

a. Proceedings in the House

A resolution directing an inquiry into the official conduct of District
J “dE“ Louderback was adopted by the House in 1932. A subcommittee
of the Judicinry Committee took evidence. The full Judiciary Com-
mittee submitted a report in 1933, including n resolution that the evi-
dence did not warrant impeachment, and a brief censure of the Judge
for conduct prejudicial to the dignity of the judiciary.'* A minority
consisting of five Members recommended impeachment and moved five
articles of impeachment from the floor of the House.** The five articles
were adopted as a group by a vote of 183 to 143.%

b. Articles of Impeachment

Article I charged that Louderback “did . . . so abuse the power
of his high office, that he is hereby charged with tyranny and oppres-
sion, favoritism and conspiracy, whereby he has brought the admin-
istration of justice in the court of which he is a judge into disrepute,
and by his conduct is guilty of misbehavior.” It alleged that Louder-
back used “his office and power of district judge in his own personal
interest” by causing an attorney to be appointed as a receiver in bank-
ruptcy at the demand of a person to whom Louderback was under
financial obligation. It was further alleged that the sttorney had re-
ceived “large and exorbitant fees” for his services; and that these fees
had been passed on to the person whom Louderback was to reimburse
for bills incurred on Louderback’s behalf. .

Article 11 charged that Louderback had allowed excessive fees to a
receiver and an attorney, described as his “gersona] and pqh_tlul
friends and associates,” and had unlawtully made an order conditional
upon the agreement of the parties not to appesl from the allowance of
fees. This was described as “a course of improper and unlawful
conduct as 8 Judge.” It was further alleged that Louderback _“dld not
" give his fair, impartisl, and judicial consideration” to certain objec-
tions; and that he “was and is guilty of a course of conduct oppressive
and unjudicial.” . .

Article I1] charged the knowing apnointment of an unqualified per-
s0n a8 8 receiver, resulting in disadvantage to litigants in his court.

Article IV charged that “misusing the powers of his judical office
for the sole nurpoee of enriching” the unaualified receiver mentioned
in Article ITI, Louderback failed to give “fair, impartial, and judicial

:'{t é::’.?‘%lc, 4913 (1923) : AR, Rep. No. 2085, 724 Cong.. 24 Bens. 1 (1933).

® 78 Cova. Rc. 4914 (18%2) : B.R. Rep. NO. 2065, 724 Cong., 2¢ Sess. 13 (1933).
« 76 Cone. Ruc. 4925 (1933).
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consideration” to an application to discharge the receiver; that “sitti

in a part of the court to which he had not been assigned at the time,

he took jurisdiction of & case although knowing that the facts and

law compelled dismissal; and that this conduct was “filled with

gnrtxahty and favoritism” and constituted “misbehavior” and a ‘“mis-
emeanor in office.”

Article V, a8 amended, charged that “the reasonable and probable
result” of Louderback’s actions alleged in the previous articles “has
been to create a general condition of widespread fear and distrust and
disbelief in the fairness and disinterestedness” of his official actions.
It further alleged that the “general and aggregate result” of the con-
duct had been to destroy confidence in Louderback’s court, “which for
a gedt’a,r:.'l judge to destroy is a crime and misdemeanor of the highest
order.

¢. Proceedings in the Senate

A motion by counsel for Judge Louderback to make the original
Article V more definite was consented to by the Managers for the
House, resulting in the amendment of that Article.®

Some Senators who had not heard all the testimony felt unqualified
to vote upon Articles I through IV, but capable of voting on Article
V, the omnibus or “catchall” article.*’

Judge Louderback was acquitted on each of the first four articles,
the closest vote being on Article I (34 guilty, 42 not guilty). He
was then acquitted on Article V, the vote being 45 guilty, 34 not
guilty—short of the two-thirds majority required for conviction.

13. DISTRICT JUDGE HALISTED L. RITTER (1933-1936)

a. Proceedings in the House

A resolution directing an inquiry into the official conduct of Dis-
trict Judge Ritter was adopteg by the House in 1933.** A subcom-
mittee of the Judiciary Committee took evidence in 1933 and 1934.
A resolution that Ritter “be impeached for misbehavior, and for high
crimes and misdemeanors,” and recommending the adoption of four
articles of impeachment, was reported to the full House in 1936, and
adopted by a vote of 181 to 146.** Before trial in the Senate, the House
approved a resolution submitted by the House Managers, replacing
the fourth original articles with seven amended ones, some charging
new offenses.”
b. Articles of Impeachment

Article I charged Ritter with “misbehavior” and “a high crime and
misdemesnor in office,” in fixing an exorbitant attorney’s fee to be paid
to Ritter’s former Iaw partner, in disregard of the “restraint of pro-
priety . .. and . .. danger of embarrassment”; and in “corruptly and
unlawfully” accepting cash payments from the attorney at the time
the fee was paid. )

Article IT charged that Ritter, with others, entered into an “ar-
rangement” whose purpose was to ensure that bankruptcy property

= 77 Core. RC. 1867, 40868 (1933).
= 14. 1R62, 1857.

o 14, 40R2,

= A 4878.

® An CoNa. Rz, 3066-3092 (1936).
" 4. 4397-4601.
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would continue in litigation before Ritter’s court. Rulings by Ritter
were alleged to have “‘made effective the champertous undertaking”
of others, but Ritter was not himself explicitly charged with the crime
of champerty or related criminal offenses. Article II also repeated
the allegations of corrupt and unlawful receipt of funds and alleged
that Judge Ritter “profited personally” from the “excessive and un-
warranted” fees, that he had received a free room at a hotel in receiver-
ship in his court, and that he “wilfully failed and neglected to per-
form his duty to conserve the assets” of the hotel.

Article 111, as amended, charged Ritter with the practice of law
while on the bench, in violation of the Judicial Code. Ritter was
alle to have solicited and received mouey from a corporate client
of his old law firm. The client allegedly had large property interests
within the territorial jurisdiction of Ritter’s court. TE:se acts were
described as “calculated to bring his office into disrepute,” and as a
“high crime and misdemeanor.” '

rticle IV, added by the Managers of the House, also charged prac-
tice of law while on the bench, in violation of the Judicial Code.

Articles V and V1, also added by the Managers, alleged that Ritter
had violated the Revenue Act of 1928 by willfully failing to report
and pay tax on certain income received by him—primarily the sums
described in Articles I through IV. Each failure was described as a
“high misdemeanor in office.” .

rticle VIl (former Article IV amended) charged that Ritter
was guilty of misbehavior and high crimes and misdemeanors in office
because ‘‘the reasonable and probable consequence of [hisL actions
or conduct . . . as an individusal or . . .J’udge{ is to bring his court
into scandal and disrepute,” to the prejudice of his court and public
confidence in the administration of justice in it, and to “the pre]udice
of public respect for and confidence in the Federal judiciary,’ ren-
dering him “unfit to continue to serve as such judge.” There followed
four specifications of the “actions or conduct”’ referred to. The first
two were later dropped by the Managers at the outset of the Senate
trial; the third referred to Ritter's acceptance (not alleged to be cor-
rupt or unlawful) of fees and gratuities from persons with large
property interests within his territorial jurisdiction. The fourth, ar
omnibus, specification was to “his conduct as detailed in Articles I,
II, III and IV hereof, and by his income-tax evasions as set forth in
Articles V and VI hereof.”

Before the amendment of Article VII by the Managers, the omni-
bus clause had referred only to Articles I and II, and not to the crim-
inal allegations about practice of law and income tax evasion.

¢. Proceedings in the Senate

Judge Ritter was acquitted on each of the first six articles, the guilty
vote on Article I falling one vote short of the two-thirds needed to
convict. He was then convicted on Article VII—the two specifications
of that Article not being separately voted upon—by & le vote, 56
to 28.** A point of order was raised that the conviction under Article
VII was improper because on the acquittalson the substantive charges
of Articles I through VI. The point of order was overruled by the
Chair, the Chair stating. “A point of order is made as to Article VI

« §. Doc. No. 200, T4th Cong., 2d Sess. 637-38 (1938).
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in which the respondent is charged with general misbehavior. It is
a separate charge from any other charge.” *

d. Miscellaneous

After conviction, Judge Ritter collaterally attacked the validity
of the Senate proceedings by bringing in the Court of Claims an ac-
tion to recover his salary. The Court of Claims dismissed the suit on
the ground that no judicial court of the United States has suthority to
review the action of the Senate in an impeachment trial.™

=ld 038,
® Ritter v. United Btates, 84 Ct. Cl. 293, 300, cort denied, 300 U.B. 068 (1988),
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APPENDIX C

SecoNDARY Sources oN THE CrrMinNaLrry Issue

The Association of the Bar of the City of New York, The Law of
Presidential Impeachment and Remorval (1974). The study. con-
cludes that impeachment is not limited to criminal offenses but ex-
tends to conduct undermining governmental integrity.

Bayard, James, A Bri_le‘{ Ezposition of the Constitution of the United
States, (Hogan & Thompson, Philadelphia, (1833). A tresatise on
American constitutional law concluding that ordinary legal forms
ought not to govern the impeachment process.

Berger, Raoul, /mpeachment : The Constitutional Problems, (Harvard

niversity Press, Cambridge, 1973). A critical historical survey of
English and American precedents concluding that criminality is
not a requirement for impeachment.

Bestor, Arthur, “Book Review, Berger, /mpeachment: The Constitu-
tional Problemas,” 49 Wash. L. Rev. 225 (1973). A review concluding
that the thrust of impeachment in English history and as viewed
by the framers was to reach political conduct injurious to the com-
monwealth, whether or not tﬁ: conduct was criminal.

Boutwell, George, The Constitution of the United States at the End of
the Firat Century, (D. C. Heath & Co., Boston, 1895). A discussion
of the Constitution's meaning after a century’s use, concluding that
impeachment had not been confined to criminal offenses.

Brant, Irving, /mpeachment: Trials & Errors, (Alfred Knopf, New
York, 1972). A descriptive history of American impeachment pro-

ings, which concludes that the Constitution should be read to
limit impeachment to criminal offenses, including the common law
ogensa of misconduct in office and including violations of oaths of
office.

Brvce. James, The American Commonicealth, (Macmillan Co., New
York, 1931) (reprint). An exposition on American government
concluding that there was no final decision as to whether impeach-
ment was confined to indictable crimes. The author notes that in
English impeachments there was no requirement for an indictable
crime.

Burdick, Charles, The Law of the American Conatitution, (G. T.
Putnam & Sons, New York. 1922). A text on constitutional inter-
pretation concluding that misconduct in office by itself is grounds
for impeachment. ‘

Dright. Theodore, “Trial by Impeachment.” 6 Am. L. Reg. (N.5.)
257 (1867). An article on the eve of President Andrew Johnson's
impeachment concluding that an indictable crime was necessary to
make out an impeachable offense.

Etridge. George, “The Law of Impeachment.” 8 Afiss. .. J. 283 (1936).
An article arguing that impeachable offenses had a definite meaning
discoverable in history, statute and common law.

(58)
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Feerick, John, “Impeaching Federal Judges: A Study of the Con-
stitutional Provisions,” 39 Fordham L. Rev. 1 (1970). An article
concluding that impeachment was not limited to indictable crimes
but extended to serious misconduct in office.

Fenton, Paul, “The Scope of the Impeachment Power,” 85 Nw. U. L.
Rev. 719 (1970). A law review article concluding that impeachable
offenses are not limited to crimes, indictable or otherwise.

Finley, John and John Sanderson, The American Evecutive and Ec-
ecutive Methods, (Century Co., New York, 1908). A book on the
presidency conciuding that impeachment reaches misconduct in
office, which was a common law crime embracing all improprieties
showing unfitness to hold office.

Foster, Roger, Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States,
(Boston Book Co., Boston, 1896), vol. I. A discussion of constitu-
tional Jaw concluding that in light of English and American his-
u;rry any conduct showing unfitness for office is an impeachable
offense.

Lawrence, William, “A Brief of the Authorities upon the Law of Im-
peachable Crimes and Misdemeanors,” Congressional Globe Supple-
ment, 40th Congress, 2d Session, at 41 (1868). An article at the time
of Andrew Johnson’s impeachment concluding that indictable crimes
were not needed to make out an impeachable offense.

Note, “The Exclusiveness of the Impeachment Power under the Con-
stitution,” 51 Harv. L. Rev. 330 (1937). An article ooncluding that
the Constitution included more than indictable crimes in its defini-
tion of impeachable offenses.

Note, “Vagueness in the Constitution: The Im nt Power,” 25
Stan. L. Rev. 908 (1973). This book review of the Berger and Brant
books concludes that neither author satisfactorily answers the ques-
tion whether impeachable offenses are limited to indictable crimes.

Pomeroy, John, An Introduction to the Constitutional Law of the
U nited States, (Hurd and Houghton, New York 1870). A considera-
tion of constitutional history which concludes that impeachment
reached more than ordinary indictable offenses.

Rawle, William, A View of the Conastitution of the United States,
(P. H. Nicklin, Philadelphisa, 1829, 2 vol. ed.). A discussion of the
legal and political principles underlying the nstitution, conclud-
ing on this issue that an impeachable offense need not be a statutory
crime, but that reference should be made to non-statutory law.

Rottachaefer, Henry, Handbook of American Conastitutional Law,
(West, St. Paul, 1039). A treatise on the Constitution concluding
that impeachment reached any conduct showing unfitness for office,
whether or not a criminal offense.

Schwartz, Bernard, A Commentary on the Constitution of the United
States, vol. 1, (Macmillan, New York, 1963). A treatise on various

of the Constitution which concludes that there was no set-
tled definition of the phrase “high Crimes and Misdemeanors,” but
that it did not extend to acts merely unpopular with Congress. The
author suggests that criminal offenses may not be the whole content
of the Constitution on this point, but that such offenses should be a

guide.
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Sheﬂnrd, Furman, The Constitutional Textbook, (George W. Childs,

Philadelphia, 1855). A text on Constitutional meaning concluding
that impeachment was designed to reach any serious violation of
public trust, whether or not a strictly legal offense.

Simpson, Alex., A Treatise on Federal Impeackments, (Philadelphia
Bar Association, Phila., 1916) (reproduced in substantial part in
64 U.Pa.L.Rev. 651 (1916)). After reviewing English and Ameri-
can impeachments and available commentary, the author concludes
that an indictable crime is not necessary to impeach.

Storv, Josenh, Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States,
vol. 1, 5th edition, (Little, Brown & Co., Boston 1891). A com-
mentary by an early Supreme Court Justice who concludes that im-
peachment reached conduct not indictable under the criminal law.

Thomas, David, “The Law of Impeachment in the United States,” 2
Am. Pol. Sci. Rev. 378 (1908). A political scientist’s view on im-

chment concluding that the phrase “high Crimes and Mis-

emeanors” was meant to include more than indictable crimes. The

author argues that English parliamentary history, American prece-
dent, and common law support his conclusion.

Tucker. John, The Constitution of the United States, (Callaghan &
Co., Chicago, 1899), vol. 1. A treatise on the Coustitution concluding
that impeachable offenses embrace willful violations of public duty
whether or not a breach of positive law.

Wasson, Richard, The Constitution of the United States: Its History
and Meaning (Bobbs-Merrill, Indianapolis, 1927). A short' dis-
cussion of the Constitution concluding that criminal offenses do not
exhaust the reach of the impeachment power of Congress. Any gross
misconduct in office was thought an impeachable offense by this
author.

Watson. David, The Constitution of the United States. (Callaghan &
Co., Chicago, 1910), volumes I and II. A treatise on Constitutional
interpretation concluding that impeachment reaches misconduct in

. office whether or not criminal. .

Wharton. Francis, Commentaries on Law, ( Kago&. Bro.. Philadelphia,
1884). A treatise by an author familiar with both criminal and Con-
gtitutional law. He concludes that impeachment reached willfal mis-
conduct in office that was normally indictable at common law.

Willouohby, Weetel. The Constitutional Law of the United States,
vol. ITT, 2nd edition. (Baker, Voorhis & Co., New York. 1929). The
asuthor concludes that impeachment was not limited to offenses made
criminal by federal statute.

Yankwich, Leon, “Impeachment of Civil Officers under the Federal
Constitution.” 26 Geo. L. Rev. 849 (1938). A law review article con-
cluding that impeachment covers general official misconduct whether
or not & violation of law.
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Mr. HYDE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

A word, if I may, in conclusion about the significance of the oath
each of us swore to uphold when we became Members of Congress.
We raised our right arms and said, “I do solemnly swear I will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the United States against all
enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and alle-
giance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any
mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and
faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to
enter so help me éod.”

Traditionally an oath means a solemn calling on God to witness
the truth of what you are saying. We all know well the story of Sir
Thomas More, who was beheaded in the Tower of London for refus-
ing to take the oath of supremacy that acknowledged Henry VIII
as head of the Church of England. In the great drama of his life,
”A Man for All Seasons”, Sir Thomas tells his daughter, when you
take an oath, you hold your soul in your hands, and if you break
that oath, you open up your fingers, and your soul runs through
them and is lost.

I believe with all my heart that each of us took that oath of office
seriously, that we will so conduct ourselves that when this ordeal
is over, we will have vindicated the rule of law and brought credit
to this institution in which we are so privileged to serve.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

T}]:e CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Mr. Hyde, for those eloquent re-
marks.

The CHAIRMAN. And now we will go to the other equally distin-
guished member of the Judiciary Committee, John Conyers, and
you may take whatever time you want. Your entire statement will
appear in the record.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR., A REPRESENTA-
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN

Mr. CoNYERS. Thank you, Chairman Solomon and members of
the committee.

I want to thank Henry Hyde, the Chairman of the Judiciary
Committee, for, along with the Speaker at our meeting of 24 hours
ago, it seems like a %ot longer than that now, in which I was very
pleased to hear the Speaker make a couple of observations that
bear repeating here. He said, I will take stringent action against
any Member who speaks in an unseemly fashion against the Presi-
dent of the United States off or on the ﬁoor. He didn’t say that for
the benefit of Democrats or the public. He said that because he be-
lieved that this should be the kind of environment in which the
materials of the independent counsel be brought to us.

He also pledged that he realized the value of bipartisanship, and
that without it any politicization of these hearings squander the
great mandate that we have in the Congress, all of us.

And so we meet here this evening for the very first test of the
fairness doctrine that all of us in that meeting yesterday mornin
in the Speaker’s office pledged ourselves to. Ang so I want to asE
you all to concern yourself with me as to whether we are going to
meet the fairness test or not.
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Now, there is an initial question that I cannot leave this hearing
without putting forward, and that is the very simple fact that the
House of Representatives is not the U.S. Postal Service. We are not
a delivery system for Kenneth W. Starr. We ought not, we cannot,
we should not release anything to anybody unless we know what
it is we are releasing. This cannot be an, oops, I am sorry, we
didn’t know. And so inadvertently in our discussions we have now
sanctified the first 445 pages that we are now going to release to
the planet Earth and nobody here has any idea of what is con-
tained. We do know that there are prosecutorial comments, that
there are allegations, that there are assertions. Obviously we
haven’t been 5 years and waiting for a report that would not con-
tain these kinds of assertions.

But as to their validity and accuracy, Mr. Chairman and Mem-
bers, nobody knows. Nobody. We don’t know. And so I would hope
that there may be sympathy within this hearing today to recognize
that for us to dump the first 445 pages and then tell everybody
about how carefully we are going to scrutinize the other several
thousand pages does not comport to the lofty goals that we should
have, in my view.

Now, there is one other small detail, and it is probably semanti-
cal, but this is not the beginning of an impeachment inquiry. The
Chairman very accurately made it clear. For those of you who
think we are going into an impeachment inquiry, there are several
possibilities. One of them is you may be profoundly disappointed or
relieved that nothing like that ever happens because every word,
every sentence, every assertion, every allegation in all of the thou-
sands of pages, the 17 boxes included, are going to be carefully re-
viewed and scrutinized.

Now, there is, as likely as any other scenario, a possibility that
there is nothing that comes within 500 miles of an article of im-
peachment in any of this material. Maybe. We don’t know.

And so what the independent counsel has done is his duty under
the law that was written in the Judiciary Committee that he de-
liver these materials, whatever they may say, whatever views he
may have, and that is his duty and privilege to send them to us.

It does not indicate that we go—as a matter of fact, there has
to be a vote in the Judiciary Committee after we inquire into this,
whether we hold executive sessions or whatever methods yet to be
determined that we resort to, how we will come to a conclusion of
what it is we are to do. So I think it is very important that that
be understood.

Now, I referred to the dean of the House of Representatives in
a very personal way. I have known John Dingell and his family
long before I came to Congress, and I agree that we should make—
as he does—that we should make all of the materials available as
immediately as possible. I do not share the view that we should not
look at anything because Kenneth W. Starr, a person with whom
I have hag from the floor of the House many discussions, I have
never had the pleasure of meeting him, and it may not be unlikely
that we may have to meet him before these proceedings are
through, but he said two things in his transmittal letter. One, this
is not a report, this is a referral. And he said this referral contains
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confidential material and material protected from disclosure by
rule 6(e) of the Rules of Federal Criminal Procedure.

He additionally said that many of the supporting materials con-
tain information of a personal nature that I respectfully urge the
House to treat as confidential.

Ladies and gentlemen, what he has told us is that we have to
review everything to make sure that we observe the conditions that
he has set when he sent the letter of transmittal. That is not my
theory, that is his statement. And I think that if there is any way
we can review the fact of getting out the 445 pages, every Member
and every one of the 270 million people in America have waited
into the fifth year for this report. Now, can somebody explain to me
what danger will befall a Member of Congress if we adhere to what
the independent counsel himself has told us to do, that we review
the 445 pages? We are not looking to excise anything. We can look
at those in less than a 24-hour—day period, and hopefully there is
nothing objectionable. I am not looking for reasons to delete or ex-
cise, but I have the same concerns that have been so skillfully and
eloquently articulated by Chairman Henry Hyde.

So I am urging that we do two things: That we consider the
agreements that we have made already %etween the Speaker and
the Minority Leader and the Chairman and the Ranking Member;
that we appreciate that as this rule is written, we are not comport-
ing to the agreements that have already been entered into. I am
sorry, I wish I could say it in some other way.

This—if we start off with a broken promise, I can tell you quite
frankly what I fear. I would like the first vote that we have on this
subject to be as bipartisan as possible. That is my hope. I want to
support the rule. I want it to be on record. If we decide that the
President of the United States is not to receive the 10-day rule to
find out what'’s going on before everyone, then he doesn’t even get
the 2—day rule, and now we have had them asking for a 1-hour
rule. They—I mean what are we here for?

I urge my colleagues, with the greatest sincerity that I have, as
equdl to the statements that you have all made about your recogni-
tion of the gravity of this matter, but to tell the President of the
United States that he can find out what the charges are on the
Internet seems to me to forget the—I don’t call it generosity that
was given to the Speaker of the House before the Ethics Committee
in which he got 7 days to respond. We give this to everybody as
a matter of courtesy. I can’t tell my constituents that want to know
what happened that the President doesn’t need to know, he can
read it the same time you read it.

I think this is a breach of fairness, and I would hope that you
would consider it in the spirit in which I'm sharing it with you. The
fact of the matter is that fundamental fairness is the guide to what
we are going to be doing here.

Now fairness isn’t something that is just good and moral and de-
cent. Fairness also leads to a wider understanding of the issues
that are before us. After all, we are going to hear the other side,
and they are entitled to hear the other side.

And so I think that this problem can be resolved. I hope that it
is resolved so that the Members here that have been proud to indi-
cate this as an example of the system working will help us lead to
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the fairness that will make the system work. Because if the first
vote is not bipartisan, I think it sends a signal that is not what
we desire. It doesn’t say that we’re shot or—I don’t predict dire
consequences.

But I think that the history of the beginning of this, Chairman
Solomon, and you served here for a couple decades, this is a his-
toric moment for those Members who may not be serving any
longer. And I would like to say as many good things about you and
your career, as you have benefited us with your kindness and your
confidence as we appear here today, and I thank you for the time
very much.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, thank you, John Conyers, and thank you,
Henry Hyde, for your very professional testimony, but more than
{,lhat your sincere testimony, and we know it comes from both your

earts.

Let me just respond briefly. You both spoke of decorum in the
House ancf the committees. You both spoke of Speaker Gingrich’s
statement on the floor of the House urging and demanding, as a
matter of fact, Members show proper decorum and proper respect
for the presidency.

In light of that, I had prepared an additional statement which
I woulg ask unanimous consent to submit for the record—without
objection, it will be—which sets forth many of the things that have
been said where Members’ words were taken down, going all the
way back to the year 1811, as examples of what you cannot say.
And then it cites some of the things that were upheld by the Chair
that (fould be said, and we would make that available for the
record.

[The information follows:]
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) CONGRESSMAN JERRY SOLOMON

New York
Rules Committee Chairman,

House of Representatives

Decorum in the House and in Committees

Members should remember that under clause 1(a)(1) of Rule XI, the rules of the
House are the rules of its committees so far as applicable. This means that Members
hould port th lves with the rules of decorum and debate in the House and in

Committees specifically with regard to references to the President of the United States as
stated in Sec. 370 of the House Rules and Magnual.

As stated in the Speaker’s announcement, with the concurrence of the Minority
Leader, oun the House floor this morning, Members engaging in debate must abstain from
ianguage that is personally offensive toward the President, including references to various
types of ethical behavior.

As stated in Cannon’s Precedents, on January 27, 1909, the House adopted a report
in response to improper references in debate to the President. That report read in part as

follows:

“It is... the duty of the House to require its Members in speech or debate to preserve that
proper restraint which will permit the House to conduct its business in an orderly manner
and without unnecessarily snd unduly exciting animosity among its Members or
antagonism from those other branches of the Government with which the House is
correlated.”

As a guide for debate, it is permissible in debate to challenge the President on
matters of policy. The difference is one between political criticism and personally offensive
criticism. For example, 2 Member may assert in debate that an incumbent President is not
worthy of re-election, but in doing so shouild not allude to personsi misconduct. By
extension, a Member may assert in debate that the House should conduct an inquiry, or
that a President should not remain in office.

Under section 370 of the House Rules and Manual it has been held that » Member
could:
e refer to the government as “something hated, something oppressive.”
o refer to the President as “using legislative or judicisl porl.”
* refer to a Presidential message as a “disgrace to the country.”
e rpefer to unnamed officials as “our haif-baked nitwits handling foreign affairs.”
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Likewise, it has been held that a Member could not:
call the President a “liar.”
call the President a “hypocrite.”
describe the President’s veto of a bill as “cowardly.”
charge that the President has been “intellectually dishonest.”
refer to the President as “giving aid and comfort to the enemy.”
refer to alleged “sexual misconduct on the President’s part.”

In order to most judiciously fulfill our duties, I encourage all Members to abide by these
rules of decorum in this debate.
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The CHAIRMAN. We want to assure both of you that we certainly
will be consulting with you, as I said during my opening statement,
with you, both majority and minority, and as well as the Rules
Committee, majority and minority, as we develop the second reso-
lution which probably will come on the floor some time next week.

You sgoke, John, of the concern about other members of the Ju-
diciary Committee having access to material and suggesting, as did
Henry Hyde, that it be confined to just the two of you, and we
could do that, we could consider that. But we have Jgﬁ'erences of
opinion in both political parties in doing that.

We have Members who feel that if they are going to make a con-
clusion, ratify your conclusion of whether to go forward or whether
not to go forward, they—and when I say they, more than 40 Demo-
crats have come to me, John Dingell being one. I think we had a
Member, Peter Deutsch sitting here from Florida, who will testify
a little bit later that he wants an amendment to our resolution that
would require that the entire communication received, and includ-
iing alll appendices and related material, be made available imme-

1ately.

What we are trying to do is to reach a bipartisan compromise,
which you have spoken to, so that we can please as many Members
as we can so that when we go to the floor it will truly be a biparti-
san resolution. And I believe that from the concessions that I per-
sonally have made, Members on both sides of the aisle have made,
some as recently as an hour ago when we removed terms like
~ancillary” from the resolution, we have tried to cooperate in every
way possible to make it a truly bipartisan resolution, and I believe
it will pass overwhelmingly on the floor with very few dissenting
votes.

The reason I would not hesitate to make it available to other
members of your committee is that they are proud, distinguished
Members on both sides of the aisle. I have had the privilege for the
last 15 or 16 years of serving on the Steering Committee of the Re-
publican Party in choosing members to serve on committees, and
we do so the same as the Democratic Party does. I think Martin
Frost has served on a similar committee on your side, and we
choose Members because of their background, because of their
qualifications and because of their talents to serve on these com-
mittees.

1 see Bobby Scott from Newport News in the back, a distin-
guished lawyer, was chosen by your party, just for an example. 1
see Amo Houghton, who was a very distinguished business leader
before he came to this Congress, and I personally nominated him
and was successful in placing him on the Ways and Means Com-
mittee because he probably 1s the most knowledgeable person in
the entire Congress. So we do not hesitate to make that informa-
tion available to your members of your committee in order that
they can make the same kind of decisions that allowed you to come
to your conclusion.

d by the same token, I just have to say in closing that all of
the 435 Members feel very strongly that they should be able to
have the same information availai e to them that caused you as
members of the Judiciary Committee to draw your conclusion. To
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give them less puts them at a disadvantage on being able to cast
an informed vote.

And that is why you are charged in this resolution to make avail-
able the maximum amount of information that is being given to
you exclusively and not made available to the public, and we know
of your concerns, which are our concerns, about innocent people.
We know that there are ongoing criminal investigations, perhaps.
All of these things have to be scrutinized by you, and we feel for
you in knowing that is a difficult job.

But I personally will take your recommendations into consider-
ation when you come back and you ask to have certain information
expunged. We will go alon% with your recommendations because of
the great respect we have for you two gentlemen and your commit-
tee.

So I want you to know that as we process this resolution today,
and I deeply appreciate your testimony.

Mr. Moakley of Boston, Massachusetts.

Mr. MoAKLEY. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, and I would like to address this to Chairman
Hyde and to Mr. Conyers: It is my understanding that the Speaker
and the Minority Leader, along with you and Mr. Conyers and oth-
ers, had an agreement that the Chairman and the Ranking Mem-
ber would go through this material before they decided whether it
was relevant or not, before they would expose it to the rest of the
Judiciary Committee.

Am I correct?

The CHAIRMAN. No.

Mr. HYDE. I don’t want to say it was an agreement. That was
my understanding of how—how it would work. That has been a
moveable feast, and discussions have gone on to which I was not
a party and I don’t think John was, between Mr. Gephardt and Mr.
Gingrich, and I don’t know what they came up with.

The advantage of having Mr. Conyers and myself and our des-
ignated staff is one of expedition, one of minimizing the opportuni-
ties for leaks. I know that sounds hyperbolic about members of our
committee and I don’t like to say that, but the more people in the
loop, the more opportunities for unintentional leaks. But I can live
with the other provision. I just—

Mr. MoAkLEY. Mr. Hyde, I know what you can live with but I
thought the agreement last night was what I just stated.

Mr. HYDE. I don’t gainsay that, but maybe it was.

Mr. MOAKLEY. You were there.

Mr. HYDE. Well, sure, I was there.

The CHAIRMAN. He was there for most of the meeting—for all of
the meeting.

Mr. MoakLEY. All right; do you agree?

The CHAIRMAN. No. As a matter of fact, I don’t like to speak for
other Members especially—

Mr. MOAKLEY. No, I just want your opinion.

The CHAIRMAN., —QOther Members of the other party. But I just
have to say that Mr. Gephardt, when he left the meeting, said that
he could not agree to anything at that point because he had to go
back and he had to talk to members from both opinions on the Ju-
diciary Committee and members of the leadership, and no decision



90

was made. But I was in that conversation all during the meeting
and I can tell you that no decision was made.

Mr. FrosT. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. MoAkKLEY. Glad to yield.

Mr. FROST. As the gentleman knows, the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts was not able to be present last night because he had to
be in Massachusetts to attemf a funeral. I was there on his behalf.
The people in the room were the Speaker, the Majority Leader, the
Minority Leader, the two gentlemen at this table, myself and Mr.
Solomon.

The Speaker at that meeting said that this was what he was pro-
posing. Mr. Gephardt went back to the members of the Judiciary
Committee. Mr. Gephardt had to leave town today to attend his
son’s wedding. When he—when he left town—when he left town it
was Mr. Gephardt’s understanding that the agreement was as de-
scribed by Mr. Hyde; that the two Members at the table would re-
view the documents, not the entire committee.

The Speaker appeared on television at noon today. I watched his
appearance, and the Speaker said at noon today that it would be
the two gentlemen who would review the material, not the entire
committee.

Some time after that the majority on this committee changed the
agreement between the Speaker and the Minority Leader. It is very
important that we act in a bipartisan manner. The two gentlemen
at the table have attempted to do so, Mr. Gephardt has attempted
to do so, I believe the Speaker was attempting to do so, but for
some reason unexplained the majority on this committee has
ghan ed the agreement made between Mr. Gephardt and the

peaker.

The CHAIRMAN. Would the gentleman yield at that point?

Mr. MOAKLEY. I yield.

The CHAIRMAN. I would just have to differ with my very good
friend, Mr. Martin Frost of Texas. The fact is that there is :{ivided
opinion on this in both parties. You are going to hear testimony,
again, from my good friend Peter Deutsch who will return in a mo-
ment, a Democrat who disagrees with that and who thinks we
ought to make all the information available immediately. We are
trying to arrive at a bipartisan agreement that will receive the
stg'ltl)ngest vote possible, as I alluded to before, and I believe that it
will.

Now if you want to test this, you know first of all, and this is
confusing to ﬁerhaps the listening audience, but we are not consid-
ering a rule here today, we are considering a privileged resolution.
We will go to the floor not with a rule but with a privileged resolu-
tion, andg we do so under existing rules of the House.

The privileged resolution is not amendable when you take it to
the floor, and therefore any change that we were to make up here
would have to be with a vote of this— a majority vote of this com-
mittee would then take that amendment to the floor and have it
ratified separately on the floor. We will not do that. We will take
this resolution to the floor.

Should the opposition party want to make a change, they could
attempt to defeat the previous question to try to offer an amend-
ment. And if you want to test this on the floor to see if your party,
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if they agree with you, fine, and we certainly would not hesitate
to have you do that.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Chairman, I thank you for informing the peo-
ple what the procedure is, and we agree. And we don’t want to test
anything. I just want to get my own mind, my feeling— my infor-
mation was that we had an agreement, and if we don’t have that
agreement any longer— of course I know if it comes to a vote up
here, we lose, but I thought this was the agreement that was en-
tered into.

Mr. Conyers.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Moakley, let me point out to you why that
agreement was entered into repeatedly by the Speaker, the leaders
and myself and the Chairman. It is because you cannot talk about
excising material, if that need arises, with 35 Members of Con-
gress. I don’t care how much integrity they have. This is a simple
administrative procedure.

It is tough enough. We have already worked out what happens
if we disagree, and the agreement was we would take it to the
Speaker for resolution. We wouldn’t even subject the committee to
what could be rancorous votes.

So it is not that the Chairman and I are trying to devise ways
to get more work and have more responsibility and be eligible fi’)r
more criticism. It is just the simplest way to proceed.

Mr. MoAKLEY. I understand exactly what the purpose of the
agreement was, and that is why I am making it Eere today, be-
cause I know that if we have to do this by an amendment before
this committee, of course it is a 9 to 4 vote against us. But I am
just trying to uphold the will of the Speaker as I heard it and as
I assumed it was.

The CHAIRMAN. Would the gentleman yield?

Mr. MoAKLEY. I think Mr. Hyde—

Mr. HYDE. Might I just make this quick suggestion?

It is very important that we have a pre-release review of the
supporting material if we are to protect innocent people. Now what
we are arguing about is the makeup of the reviewers. Whether it
is Mr. Conyers and myself and our designated staff— I don’t pro-
pose to put blue jeans on and stay there for 2 weeks going through
cartons, but I would have staff help. That is why we hired them,
that is why they get those big bucks. But the dispute is whether
35 members of the committee would have equal access and we
would stumble over each other trying to do this, or whether we do
it effectively and efficiently, and at the end of that period release
everything and make everything available to the other Members.

Now wﬁat will pass the floor? Maybe Mr. Deutsch’s remarks,
which would have Mr. Dingell’s support, Mr. Pombo’s support. 1
could name several who want to go that route, and we lose the—
entirely the pre-release review. That would be the worst scenario.
So maybe we debate it on the floor and whoever wins, wins. But
we don’t want to lose the pre-release review if we want to be re-
sponsible in protecting—

Mr. MOAKLEY. Yes, I yield, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, I am just going to have to object to all of
you talking about an agreement. There has been no agreement.
And, again, I don’t like to put words in other people’s mouths, but
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Mr. Gephardt near the end of the meeting was of the opinion that
the majority of his party was in favor of the Deutsch approach,
which was to release all of the information. You all sat there, you
heard him say that. And that is why a little while after that he
said, “"Well, ’d\;ere is no agreement, we'll have to go talk to our
Members.” And that is why we have proceeded as we have.

I can assure you that from all of the Democratic Members that
have contacted this office and all of the Republicans, a majority of
the Republicans who would like to make all of this information
available immediately, we just cannot do that because of the very
reasons that you have stated. And by the same token, Mr. Ging-
rich, the Speaker is of the opinion that you two, being the type of
individuals you are, will influence the Nfembers of your party and
they will talz,e your advice as far as information that is going to be
released or not released. And that is why we have you gentleman
where you are today and we hold you in ti;at great respect.

Mr. Dreier.

Mr. DREIER. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

If I could just make a brief comment on this: in your opening
statement, Henry, you talked about a bias for openness, and we
really should pursue that. As every member of this committee
praised you as Chairman, we know how influential you are, and we
are convinced that you would clearly be able to ensure—go ahead.

Mr. HYDE. This is known as the perfumed ice pick.

Mr. DREIER. Henry, you used to always teach me to smile as you
stickhthe needle in, as you used to put it. Right. Yes, you taught
me this.

So I am convinced, as one of your protegees, Henry, that you ob-
viously will be able to prevaif' on those Members. And then of
course, as was said by the Chairman in his opening remarks, we
are in uncharted waters here, and it seems to me that your bias
for openness is obviously the route for us to take.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Frost.

Mr. FrROST. Mr. Solomon, I am very concerned because at the be-
ginning of this proceeding today everyone talked about bipartisan-
ship. Bipartisanship is essential if we are to have a fair proceeding
and a proceeding that is accepted by the American public.

The Speaker at noon today on CNN announced that an agree-
ment had been made and that the two gentlemen at this table
would be reviewing the documents. The Minority Leader, Mr. Gep-
hardt, left town with that understandinﬁ, that that was the agree-
ment. The majority on this committee has taken it upon itself to
supersede the agreement between Mr. Gephardt and the Speaker.
That is a terrible way to start this proceeding. We must act in a
bipartisan manner.

Henry Hyde is an extraordinarily honorable man and it was very
clear that Chairman Hyde prefers, though is not insisting, that the
agreement—that we execute the agreement as made by the two
leaders and that he and Mr. Conyers have the opportunity to re-
view this material. For some reason the majority on this committee
does not want to see that happen.

And I would plead with my colleagues on this committee on the
other side that this must be a bipartisan proceeding. We had an
agreement between the leaders of the two parties, between Minor-
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ity Leader Gephardt and Speaker Gingrich, and we should not re-
verse that agreement in this proceeding this evening.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Frost, let me just respond by saying that you
know very well that if we were to go beyond precedent of the past
and we were to give these two gentleman the special authority to
review that information and not other members of the committee,
I can assure you that there would be criticism similar to what tran-
spired not more than 2 hours ago up in the press gallery over here,
when there were two different members of your party saying that
the committee was about to restrict other members.

Now I could assure you if we went along with what you are re-
questing, sure, it would please Mr. Conyers, it would please Mr.
Hyde perhaps, but it woufd not please a number of your committee
members who would attack us as being unfair to the minority. We
are just not going to do that. We are going to leave it open to every
member of that committee and trust their judgment.

Mr. FrosT. Mr. Solomon, I would respond that there is no prece-
dent in this particular area for how you proceed. This is not a ques-
tion of adhering to some past preced)ént. This is a question of using
judgment and acting in a bipartisan manner.

The leaders of the two parties in this House speak for their par-
ties and reached an agreement, and now we would seek to reverse
that agreement and that is a bad idea.

Mr. HYDE. If I may just say this—

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Hyde.

Mr. HYDE. —I am entirely sympathetic with your point of view,
and of course I am sympathetic with my point of view. The last
thing we want to do is to lose the pre-release review. We could lose
it if there is a concern that our way is too restrictive and so the
other Members—now there are some other members of the Judici-
ary here. You might ask them their sentiments. But it is a matter
of the votes on the floor, really, in the last analysis, and Mr. Solo-
mon is concerned I think that we could lose the whole thing to a
Mr. Deutsch amendment, and that is the worst result in terms of
protecting innocent people.

So we ought to consider that. I don’t think anybody is trying to
stiff anybogy. We are trying to pragmatically work this thing
through for the best for everyone.

The CHAIRMAN. And I sort of resent the inference that someone
is being stiffed.

Mr. Goss.

Mr. Goss. Mr. Chairman, I didn’t have anything further to say
on this, except I think that there may be some mistake and some
miscommunication on what it was that was going to be reviewed.
As a member of the majority of this committee it has always been
my understanding that the executive part of it would be released
to t.l'xed public, their right to know, at the time the resolution was
passed.

Mr. FrosT. No question about that.

Mr. Goss. That is fine. Then it is just the other stuff, and then
the only issue is whether it is going to be Mr. Hyde and Mr. Con-
yers or whether it is going to be Mr. Hyde, Mr. Conyers, aug-
mented, and how we are going to deal with it next week.

Mr. FrosT. If the gentleman will yield, that is in this resolution.
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Mr. Goss. I don’t think it is that critical of a point. I mean,
whether it is going to be Mr. Hyde and Mr. Conyers or Mr. Hyde,
Mr. Conyers, augmented, I don’t think matters, I trust it either
way. What I am concerned about is the public’s right to know.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Hyde?

Mr. HYDE. As material becomes available immediately, all of the
material, so every Member then is going to get access to it and—

Mr. Goss. Absolutely.

Mr. FrosrT. Starting Friday, starting tomorrow, prior to this com-
mittee meeting next week.

Mr. HYDE. We lose the advantage of us getting to look at it and—

Mr. CoNYERS. Well, we will be in effect violating the admonition
of Kenneth W. Starr. I never thought I would quote him to the
committee, but, I mean, hé was careful and prudent enough to tell
us that these materials contain 6(e) information and information
that may be prejudicial to innocent parties. That is why he wrote
the cover letter. He didn’t need to tell us outside of that there was
17 boxes. We counted them as they—or actually 36.

But this just in: The chief of staff of the minority of the Judiciary
Committee was in the room with the Minority Leader, who called
the Speaker after he went on CNN and voiced his agreement.

Now if we are up against a ruling, an amendment of some Mem-
ber that we could lose the pre-release review altogether, ladies and
gentlemen, we have just slipped down the slippery slope. And I
mean we are done for if we are going to vote to throw everything—
thousands and thousands of pages and boxes—

The CHAIRMAN. I agree with the gentleman.

Mr. CoNYERs. Yes. I thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Linder. .

Mr. LINDER. My only comment is that I really believe from peo-
ple I have talked with that everyone wants access to this, and I
think a vote on the floor, if we closed it too much, we would lose.
I really believe we would lose that. And I think the prudent thing
to do is make it as available as possible.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Hall.

Mr. Diaz—Balart.

Mr. Diaz-BALART. Mr. Chairman, in the same manner in which
in this committee there is extraordinary deference to you, sir, and
your opinions, I am extraordinarily confident, Mr. Dreier made that
point previously, that there will )t')e the due deference to the two
leaders of the Judiciary Committee.

And so I am confident that the format that is being proposed in
the resolution is the appropriate one, and note that there is an ap-
parent discrepancy or has been—there has been a
miscommunication with regard to the actual extent of a final agree-
ment on that particular point. So I think, Mr. Chairman, that the
resolution that you are proposing at this point is the appropriate
one.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlewoman from Rochester, New York.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Chairman, this greatly distresses me. I was
not at the meetings, but I certainly talked to people who were, who
indicate to me that this agreement was made in good faith. And
I don’t think it bodes well for the process if we can’t even get out
of the Rules Committee with a resolution that does not break the
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agreement that was made in good faith by the leaders of the two
parties of the House.

And I am astonished by proposals to immediately release all the
supplementary materials. Surely, we can wait until September 28
and make some decision then on what needs to be done. But I am
astonished that we don’t even feel that it is necessary to protect
the rights of people that Kenneth Starr, who I didn’t B;ink was so
protective of rights in the first place, wants us to protect.

If we don’t even go that far, then I think the Congress of the
United States has reached an extraordinarily new low. We started
off here with all the good words of bipartisanship, good intention
and the seriousness of what we might do: overturning the last elec-
tion when people in this country choose their President. But now
I am very much embarrassed that we can’t even allow these two
men, with whom we have all said we have extraordinary faith, and
their designees, to take their preliminary look at these records. As
Mr. Conyers pointed out more than once, we have waited almost
5 years; 2 weeks surely can’t hurt us.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, you know we may have debated this a little
too long but I will tell you something. If these two gentleman and
their selected staff are going to be able to look at that information,
I see absolutely no reason why other members of the Judiciary
Committee that are Members of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives should not have the same opportunity as a staff per-
son.

Mr. Mclnnis.

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Chairman, you are absolutely right. At the be-
ginning, as we all went around and made our introductory re-
marks, we heard the warm words of fairness and bipartisanship,
and I think those words are very proper. But what concerns me
about the expression of these words is if someone doesn’t get their
way, all of a sudden it is no longer fair, all of a sudden it is no
longer bipartisan.

At some point we have to make a decision, at some point some-
body has to be the boss. To my dear colleague Ms. Slaughter—you
are not protectin%lthe rights of the constituents when their elected
representatives, the people who were elected here, are not allowed
the privilege of going in and seeing this report.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I% the gentleman would yield?

Mr. McCINNIS. Not yet.

With all due respect, I think it is critical. Every Member at this
committee has said this is the most serious duty or obligation we
have probably had. You had the war to vote on, as well. We need
to be fully informed, and on that basis these Members should have
access in these documents to the extent possible, should be open to
the public, and then I would yield.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. If you would yield to me, please.

Mr. McInnis. I just did.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Because perhaps I did not make myself as clear
as I should have.

In no way are we implying that everybody in the country is not
going to know what is in this report. at we are talking about
is a different situation, and that is to protect the privacy of inno-
cent persons, at the request of the Independent Counsel. This is
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something that decency requires that we do. We trust these two
gentleman here and their staffs to excise material that would cause
embarrassment or shame on people that are innocent in this and
do not need to have their lives be dragged out on the Internet.
They want 2 weeks to do that, Mr. McInnis. Frankly, if you were
in tKere, I would stand as squarely as I am right now for the right
for your privacy to be protected.

Mr. McINNIS. And I am reclaiming my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Surely I would ask you to understand that what
Mr. Starr has said is not unreasonable.

Mr. McCINNIS. Reclaiming my time, the members of this commit-
tee have a very special charge. That special charge does not rest
with the Chairman and the Ranking Member, although certainly
they lead the rest of the committee. That entire committee is
charged with this special responsibility, and everybody on that
committee ought to have complete access to those documents to
make the determination that you have just spoken of.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Hastings.

Mrs. Myrick.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Chairman, if I could just comment very briefly
on this: the resolution does state that this is to be done in execu-
tive session, and I know that there is this concern about informa-
tion getting out that could damage Members. But the fact that this
is done in executive session, again with the very strong leadership
of these two gentlemen, I am convinced that they can prevail on
these Members.

And I know we have all been getting a great deal of pressure
from other members of the Judiciary Committee who do want to be
part of this process. We are simply reflecting those views of those
duly elected Members.

The CHAIRMAN. Gentlemen, we—again, I just want to repeat in
fact that you are going to have an awesome responsibility on your
shoulders in reviewing the information that we are not—that we
are not making readily available to the American public, namely
tbel 2,600 pages in the appendices and the other supporting mate-
rial.

And again, we would charge you with making sure that you are
going to make available all of the information that does not deal
with individual human beings, that does not deal with the 6(e) tes-
timonies that you were talking about, John, and does not infringe
on continuing criminal investigations. We would hope that you
would, as the resolution says, make that information available to
other members of your committee and then to the entire Congress.

We want to thank you very much for your appearing before us.
We have the greatest trust and respect of both of you, and we know
that you will do an outstanding job for a very difficult assignment.
And we thank you for coming. Thank you very much.

The next order of business is to consider testimony by Ms. Sheila
Jackson-Lee of Texas. Is Ms. Lee—is here? And the Honorable
Maxine Waters from California. Are you here together?

Separately, all right.

Mr. Goss. Mr. Chairman, while Ms. Lee is coming to the table,
may I ask that we include in the record the congressional use of
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grand jury transcripts, historical precedents which I have here,
which I would like to see included in the record, which might help
a little bit on the confusion about what exactly we are going to re-
view and how it is going to—
The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, it will appear in the record.
{The information follows:]



98

Congressional Use of Grand Jury Transcripts:
Historical Precedents

[n 1811, 4 zrand jury in Baldwin County in the Mississippt termtory forwarded to the
House 1 presentment specitying charges against Washington Distnict Supenor Court
Judge Harry Toulmin for possible impeachment action. 3 Hind's Precedents of the

House of Representatives § 2488 at 985, 986 (1907).

[n 1944, the House Committee on the Judiciary received grand jury material pertinent to
its investigation into allegations of impeachable offenses committed by Judges Albert W
Johnson and Albert L. Watson. Conduct of Albert W Jo-hnson and Albert L. Watson,
United States District Judges. Middle District of Pennsylvania: Hearings before the
Subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary to Investigate the Official Conduct of
United States District Court Judges Albert W. Johnson and Albert L. Watson, 79" Cong.,
1 Sess. (1945).

In 1974, the House Committee on the Judiciary received grand jury material pertinent to
its investigation into atlegations of impeachable offenses committed by President Richard
Nixon. [n re Report and Recommendation of June 3. 1972 Grand Jury Concerning
Transmission of Evidence to the House of Representatives, 370 F. Supp. 1219 (D.D.C.),
mandamus denied sub nom. Haldeman v. Sirica, 501 F.2d 714 (D.C. Cir. 1974).

In 1987 the House Judiciary Committee received grand jury material regarding
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Vixon, Jr.. H. Rept. 101-36, 101* Cong., 1* Sess. (1989); Judge Walter L. Nixon, Jr
Impeachment Inguiry: Hearings before the Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional
Rights of the Committee on the Judiciary, 100* Cong., 2™ Sess. (1988).
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The CHAIRMAN. And Ms. Sheila Jackson-Lee, did you have any-
orlle e!’se you wanted to bring to the table with you, or are you here
alone?

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. No, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Again, Ms. Lee, we want to welcome you to the
committee. Your entire statement will appear in the record, as
othsr Members have testified, without objection. And you may pro-
ceed.

STATEMENT OF THE HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE, A
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF TEXAS

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. Mr. Chairman, I thank you very much, and
first of all I thank you for your patience, which will probably be
tested in the days and weeks to come. I think the complimentary
words that were said were quite appropriate, and let me say how
proud I am as a member of the Judiciary Committee to be able to
serve with Chairman Hyde and cert.aiH Ranking Member Con-
yers, who I guess claims a special privilege of having served on
that very august body in 1974.

You made an interesting point earlier in our discussion in com-
menting on Chairman Roﬁino by mentioning the fact that he did
an outstanding job, and if you go through the transcripts or the
media comments, he was viewed as a very ordinary person.

The CHAIRMAN. In the beginning.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. In the beginning, and wound up of course as
a very extraordinaril Ferson.

Today I had a cal{ rom a local media outlet and they said, "A
colleague of yours has seen the report.” I was able very confidently
to say, "I know they have not because the House has received it
in a very secure and confidential manner, and in fact we will be
discussing its distribution today.” I felt good about that because
that emphasized the direction in which we are going.

And I think it is important, Mr. Chairman, to acknowledge the
sobering and somber task we are about to undertake. Might I refer
you to just a few words from Alexander Bickel, who commented in
1973, referring to Watergate: “In_the presidency is embodied the
continuity and indestructibility of the state. It is not_possible for
the government to function without a President, and the Constitu-
%ion contemplates and provides for uninterrupted continuity in of-

ce.”

You are right. We have not reached any question about proce-
dures. We are here talking about distribution. But I would like to
refer us to the Watergate proceedings because we have alluded to
it as being one that we can all be proud of.

Certainly allegations dealing with breakin% and entering and
paying hush money are a concern to everyone, but I think those on
the committee handled themselves with great dignity and respect.
We might recall that the minority, which was the Republican Part
at that time, even suggested in their debate, and Peter Rodino al-
lowed them to debate it, that frankly we should not proceed or that
we should ultimately make a decision if we view that a crime was
committed but also that it had an impact on the governmental sys-
tem.
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So I think what I am trying to emphasize, Mr. Chairman, is this
whole question that there will always be disagreement. People
come from different perspectives. This is a political body, I hope not
driven by politics because we have a serious job to do.

I say that not in a condescending manner or in trying to in any
way suggest that the colleagues of mine who speak passionately do
not have the right to do so. %lut this committee is a gateway, frank-
ly, and you can offer a rule that respects the fact that we may not
be able in this time to be driven by politics.

Someone earlier said, as you were citing the web page and the
dot coms, that we live in a highly technological society. I would
only say to you, again with respect, that the Constitution was not
written on tKe Internet, and that although we are in a different era
we may bode well by the fact that our Founding Fathers were very
careful in respecting the institution of government, the three
branches of government, the need for a stable government, and cer-
tainly not in a kingly or queenly way the very high office of the
President of the United States.

With that then, Mr. Chairman, I think it is imperative that the
President have the opportunity to formulate a response. I think it
is imperative that the President has a right, now it is being sug-
gested of the 2—day or 48-hour period, and I believe the American
people would fully understand that we were not being political but
we were being right.

Let me add, if I might, that as I proceed, and very briefly I will
cite the Watergate proceedings recognizing that we are not at the
stage of making rules, but I frankly believe that we are wrongly
directed in releasing the 445 pages. The Independent Counsel’s re-
port, while I am sure it is presented in a high or with a high de-

ee of resE)ect for the responsibility that the Independent Counsel

as, is still only one side of the story. Albeit that we have heard
so many comments by the media, the American public should have
the right to hear botﬁ sides of the story. With that in mind, if we
are to go the route of releasing the documents, and I have indicated
my personal perspective on it and I will share why, I believe that
the 48 hours, the 2 days, is imperative.

The Watergate impeachment inquiry followed the same prece-
dent. The Judiciary Committee received evidence in closed—door
hearings for 7 weeks with the President’s lawyer in the same room;
again, under the majority of the Democrats and with the minority
the Republicans, working, I would like to say, in a nonpartisan
manner. This evidence included the material reported by the Wa-
tergate grand jury.

And we have those concerns, those of us who have either prac-
ticed before grand juries or dealt with these issues. The materials
received by the committee, Mr. Chairman, were not released to the
public until the conclusion, conclusion of the 7-week evidentiary
presentation. By then the White House had full knowledge of the
material being considered by the committee.

Also in the Watergate proceeding subpoenas were issued jointly
by the Chairman and Ranking Member, and if either declined to
act, by the other acting alone; except that if either declined to act,
he or she—well, in this instance two he’s—would refer the matter
to the full committee for a vote. More importantly, the President’s
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lawyer was required to be provided with copies of all materials pre-
sented to the committee, invited to attend presentations of evidence
and to submit additional suggestions for witnesses to be inter-
viewed or materials to be reviewed and to respond to evidentiary
presentations.

The rules further provided that the President and his counsel
shall be invited to attend all hearings, including any held under ex-
ecutive session. Twenty—four hours advance notice was required,
and both the Chairman and the Ranking Minority Member were
granted access to all times—at all times with committee materials.

I lay that groundwork recognizing that we have not yet defined
or established the rules under which we may proceed, and also that
we have not moved to the point of an impeachment inquiry. We are
receiving a report.

The CHAIRMAN. Would you repeat the first part of that again, be-
cause you make a very cogent point that your committee has not
yet met to lay out the parameters of their own investigation.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. That is correct, I understand that, but I am
using that as a backdrop for my advocacy that the President have
48 hours to be able to review the 445 pages. And in fact I have al-
ready made my personal comment that I am very concerned about
the release of these documents to the public in any event, because
I think the public would understand that because of the somber-
ness and the importance of the responsibility that we have, that it
would not be covering up; it would be to have this particuiar task
that we have to be maintained with the greatest of integrity.

I want to add a couple of other points, Mr. Chairman, if I can.
I have said here that I would like to see us think along the lines
of the Watergate proceedings because I don’t think that the House
wants to deny the President—and I would like us to separate the
President, President Clinton, from the institution of the presi-
dency—the same right that has been and continues to be enjoyed
b{ our own Members, who receive information when charges are
filed against them by the House Ethics Committee.

For example, the Speaker was permitted to review the charges
filed by the committee before it issued its public report. The Presi-
derllqt, the institution of the presidency, should be afforded the same
right.

Also the Ethics rules require that the subject of any investigation
will have not less than 10 calendar days before a schedule§ vote
to review alleged violations and a copy of the statement of the al-
le%ed violations that the committee intends to adopt, together with
all evidence it intends to use to prove these charges. The President,
again the institution of the presidency, should not receive any less
due process than any Member of Congress.

It is clearly important that we respect the fact that our own
Independent Counsel has acknowledged the potentiality of damag-
ing materials against private or independent or individual citizens
that we could find in the 2,000 pages and the 17 boxes and the ap-
pendices.

Frankly, with all due respect to my colleagues and anyone who
comes to this committee to offer an amendment, it is this commit-
tee that can carve out the vote or the resolution that we will vote
on tomorrow. Frankly, I believe we are doing absolutely the wrong
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thing, even if we provided an opportunity to vote on an amendment
that asks for the entire outlay of documentation to be presented to
the American public.

It is not the intent to deny the American public the full under-
standing and appreciation of the workings of the Constitution, of
this House. It is our job; it is our oath of office. But I will say to
you it will not be the American people. It will be the rehashing and
the recounting and the questioning and the challenges and the
charges, over and over again, by the constitutionally protected
press. And I have no intent to accuse or to make accusations
against the integrity of the press. What I do say is it will not really
be the American people, it will be the rehashing, over and over
?Jgain, of documentation that will not be under the full light of this

ongress.

Let me mention as well, Mr. Chairman, as I come to a close, you
have section 2 here that indicates with regard to the balance of the
material, the balance of the material will be deemed to have been
received in executive session but will be released on September 28,
1998 unless the Judiciary Committee votes not to release it. Frank-
ly, Mr. Chairman, I would offer to say that the materials would not
bf re‘}eased until the full evidentiary proceedings have been com-
pleted.

I would also say that it is confusing, because in section 4 it pro-
vides that access to the executive session material will be restricted
to members of the committee and such employees of the committee
as may be designated by the Chairman after consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member.

Does that mean that the documentation that is released Septem-
ber 28, 1998 will be accessible only by these individuals, or if it is
released then it is for everyone to see? Is it that you have noted
in this section 2 that it wi{lybe received in executive session but it
will be released if voted upon to release it, meaning the Judiciary
Committee?

If they vote upon it, does that break the executive committee re-
ceipt or the status of executive committee, and then it is therefore
released and access becomes public? Or does it mean that it is re-
leased, but for Members and others to get it out or get the actual
original documents in their hand? They are, by section 4, restricted
to members of the committee and such employees of the committee
as may be designated by the Chairman of— after consultation.

I think it is— at least there seems to be some conflict in my
mind as to how we will be interpreting it. And I think we will be
cleaner, we would be fairer, we would be highlighting the fun-
damental fairness of what we are here to do by not looking at the
President as the President, President William Jefferson Clinton
and all that may be surrounding that, but as the institution of the
presidency.

The CHAIRMAN. As a President.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. That is correct, as the institution of the presi-
dency and not as the particular set of facts that are before us.

I would offer to say with that we would be able to proceed in the
nonpartisan way that I think that we should, and we would em-
phasize more than we would ever know that this Congress is com-
mitted, each and every one of us, and I challenge no one committed
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to the oath of office that they have taken, and that in the ultimate
end of this process we will all have done what we were sworn to
do and we will have upheld the Constitution of the United States
of America.

I think that is our ultimate responsibility, Mr. Chairman, not to
be driven by the politics of the day, by the platitudes of openness,
by the right of the American peoply to see. We are in a proceeding
that is in every way impinging and infringing upon the institution
of government.

o with that, Mr. Chairman, I thank you for allowing me this
time.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, Ms. Jackson-Lee, I have to concur with al-
most everything you have said because you are right.

Let me just confirm again that nothing in this resolution or a fu-
ture resolution which we may take up on midweek of next week
will prevent the Judiciary Committee from hearing from the Presi-
dent’s attorneys or attorney—Mr. Kendall. And I would hope that
when you adopt your committee rules in your committee, the same
as any committee would under regular rules of the House, that you
would certainly take that into consideration. And I am quite sure
tl(liat Congressman Hyde would agree with what you have just stat-

ed.

You and Ms. Waters and Ms. Lofgren and others are distin-
guished members of one of the very key committees of this Con-
gress, and you were chosen for reasons by your party. It would
seem to me that you have been arguing that you shou{d have the
same access to the material as any other member of the Judiciary
Committee.

Now we get to the point of whether or not this information will
be released to the public. We are in a new era of openness in this
Congress, as demanded by the American people, and because of
that we are going to make available all of the material that does
not infringe on three categories, those three categories being,
again, innocent people that might be involved, the—again, those
areas in 6(e), in the proceedings by the grand jury, and in criminal
proceedings that may be ongoing. And we want to leave that up to
]yr'.our good judgment, you, the members of that committee, and

opefully that is the way it will work out.

And I guess I just have to ask you, you are one of the most due
diligent members of this Congress because you appear before this
committee many times, quite often on varie(i' subjects. You do your
homework, and you certainly are knowledgeable, and in my opinion
you are qualified and deserve to have this same information avail-
able to you that any other member of that Judiciary Committee
does, and I am trying to see to that.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. If I might on that, Mr. Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN. You may respond.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. I think that what we have exhibited here ob-
viously is a tone that we would like this whole entire time of pro-
ceedings to proceed in. And I appreciate your comments, and cer-
tainly as a member of the Judiciary Committee would want to have
the fullest opportunity.

I do respect my Chairman and Ranking Member for the process
which they designed on the 17 boxes and 2,000 pages. I frankly do
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respect them. I do believe that I could take the challenge up of re-
viewing the documents, albeit, as Chairman Hyde said, it would be
an unsightly and possibly unpleasant task.

But I do support the concept which they have argued because
again my premise here today, and where we might slightly dis-
agree, is that I don’t a%'ree with the rendering of the 445 pages.
But if that does occur, I certainly argue vigorously, and as I said
I use the Watergate proceedings as a backdrop, not to argue rules
but to say that those materials were not even released until the
completion of evidentiary hearings.

I will then take it to the next step and say that I am concerned
about the 17 boxes, 2,000 pages and the appendices, because even
with the fineness of detailed review, I am fearful that those docu-
ments and the release of them will infringe upon the fairest of re-
view by the Judiciary Committee. Because if you have an implosion
inside the committee by pressures from those who interpret what-
ever they may be reading in some manner, and they begin to do
the political surge of, “You must do this,” then it is my fear that
unlike Chairman Rodino and the nonpartisan work of that commit-
tee which saw some Republicans vote for but certainly saw some
Republicans hold their ground on their belief that their President,
or the President, a President, did not deserve impeachment, I am
fearful that what we argue on behalf of the American people as
what will be fair, which would in turn or which would ultimatel
be, Mr. Chairman, unfair because it will be driven totally by poli-
tics and politics only. And my concession to the superhighway
would be, I would be more than happy to have the fullest exposure
on the Internet subsequent to the completion of our work.

Might I, Mr. Chairman, in terms of just refreshing my memory,
I thought maybe someone on the committee knows that even now
there 1s some debate or discussion on the Nixon tapes, some of
those tapes that were engaged. And so the American people have
certainly been around a situation when we have withheld docu-
mentation, which has not injured, one, the viability of the Constitu-
tion, the process of government, or the freedom that the American
people expect.

I only say, Mr. Chairman, that I probably disagree that we
should even be releasing it at this point, because I fear being driv-
en by the political atmosphere that we really need to be free of, not
that we are not representing politics, but we need to be free of it
to make a right decision.

The CHAIRMAN. And you do understand that in this resolution
where we are trying to follow precedent, that we would allow the
Judiciary Committee to do exactly as the Watergate committee did,
the Judiciary Committee did bacK in 1974, and that is to withhold
information from the rest of the Members of Congress and the
American people. We allow that in this resolution.

Mr. Moakley, did you have a statement or—

Mr. MoAKLEY. The only thing, where our learned colleague re-
ferred to the Watergate, isn’t so much of that information that was
garnered through the grand jury and the Watergate still undistrib-
uted? It is still held in secrecy?

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. That is correct, and I—the counsel at that
time was a Special Prosecutor, and the ultimate finisher of the
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work was Leon Jaworski. And having associated myself with his
firm in Texas, Fulbright and Jaworski, I know full well the high
order of which he thought his charge was, and that was not secrecy
to destroy the process %ut secrecy to protect freedom and the proe-
ess. And so those documents were retained.

Mr. MOAKLEY. And didn’t the committee work in a very non-
partisan manner, in that if the minority member or the ranking
member, either wanted to issue a subpoena, they could do it indi-
vidually.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. That is correct. There was the opportunity for
the fullest expression, and of course most if not all those hearings
were in executive session, and that worked very well for providing
that kind of openness.

Mr. MoAKLEY. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Ladies and gentlemen, if you want to see how
times have changed, and I guess I am getting old, but since we an-
nounced at the beginning of our hearing, when Mr. Dreier made
the announcement about our web page, it has been accessed over
10,000 times in less than 2 hours. Can you imagine that? That is
mind-boggling to me.

Mr. Linder.

Mr. Diaz-Balart.

I beg your pardon, my good friend from Rochester?

Mr. Hastings.

Mrs. Myrick.

As always, we are always glad to have you come before us, and
your testimony is always enlightening, Ms. Lee, and we appreciate
it.

Ms. JACKSON—-LEE. Mr. Chairman, I thank you very much, and
we will probably see each other throughout t};is process. I thank
you for your kindness.

The CHAIRMAN. The next scheduled witness is the Honorable
Maxine Waters. I understand now that she has asked to have Ms.
Zoé Lofgren of California join her, since you both are members of
the Judiciary Committee. You are welcome to proceed, Ms. Waters,
you first. Your entire statements will appear in the record without
objection.

STATEMENT OF HON. MAXINE WATERS, A REPRESENTATIVE
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Ms. WATERS. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman and members
of this Rules Committee.

I am here as chairperson of the Congressional Black Caucus, as
a member of the Judiciary Committee, and as a member of a coali-
tion of concerned Members of this House who have joined together
to do everything that we can to ensure fairness in this process.

As public policymakers, we all find ourselves in the difficult posi-
tion of having to formulate rules and procedures to receive and pro-
ceed with the referral from the Office of the Independent Counsel
without statutory laws or rules that dictate procedure for carrying
out this very special work of the Judiciary Committee, the work of
review and determination to refer or not to refer to the Senate for
impeachment purposes.
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There are those who will review this report with great political
interest because of the pending elections in November. There are
those who propose that we model the handling of the referral after
the Watergate hearings. Others will simply see this as an oppor-
t;lmi(tiy to create mass confusion and distraction from the issues of
the day.

The Congressional Black Caucus has made the decision to be-
come the fairness cop. We have assigned to ourselves the role of
being the best advocate that we can for ensuring that this process
recognizes the rights of everyone involved as we go through the
process.

We say, Mr. Chairman and Members, without qualification, that
the President of the United States of America deserves the right
to review, prior to the release, of a copy of the report that has been
written by the independent counsel, who has spent 4-1/2 years in-
vestigating the President, with the last 8 months devoted to the
Monica Lewinsky matter.

Because this is a constitutional issue, we must be steadfast about
handling this with great care, and to ask that the President of the
United States of America be given adeguate time to review the re-
port is fair and just. It is a simple request that any American
would respect.

Even in a court of law, it is a basic right for a defendant to know
what they have been accused of and to be given the opportunity for
preparation, and it is not unusual for the lawyers to ask for time
to prepare a response, and more time if they need it. A release of
this report or any portion of this report or referral, however you
want to refer to it, to the press on the Internet without an oppor-
tunity for the accused to review the charges is unconscionable and
quite unreasonable. Americans want fairness first.

Members of the Congressional Black Caucus understand this per-
haps better than most. We continue even today in our struggle for
justice and equality as we are confronted with the criminal Justice
system that is still fraught with too many abuses. From the time
we were considered threefifths of a human being under slavery,
we have fought for the right to be represented by counsel. We have
fought against abusive police, who have tried us in the streets with

s and billy clubs rather than give us our day in court. It is this
ind of history which forces us to say this process must be fair.

Mr. Chairman and Members, I would like to draw to your atten-
tion the struggle that we recently had on the floor of Congress
when the left and the right joined because there was a Member
who had been abused in the process. This Member happened to be
on the Republican side of the aisle, but this so—~called liberal Afri-
can American Member of Congress took the floor in defense of that
Member, and we said that our own Justice Department must be
put in check, and I voted to include in that the independent coun-
sel, because again, I come from a people and a history that knows
what it means to be denied the right to have your day in court, the
right to be represented by counsel, the right to have a voice. And
because of that, I come here and I make a plea to you as Members
of Congress to give the President of the United States a period of
time.
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I am not going to ask that it be 2 days or 10 days, because I
think you are smart enough, and you have enough integrity, and
you do want to have a procedure that will be viewed as fair by the
American people. There are some members of my caucus who said,
don’t even try, they have made up their minds. I have argued with
them that I believe that the members of this committee on both
sides of the aisle still have their minds open to how we can work
not only in a bipartisan way, but in a fair way. And I make that
plea without any shame and without any reservations that you give
the President of the United States a period of time, as long as you
like, as short as you like, but a period of time to respond before
making the 445 pages public.

If I had my way, Mr. Chairman and Members, I would make
sure that the President and Judiciary Committee have ample time
to review the report and its appendices prior to release to the pub-
lic. I would certainly delay the release of the appendices for a lim-
ited time until the Judiciary Committee has wrapped up its work.

The Judiciary Committee members are duly elected to work in
the best interests of the American people. We know that the inde-
pendent counsel has conceded that there are some sensitive mate-
rials in this report. As such, we must remember to be fair. The
chips can fall wﬁere they may, but we must remember to enter this
with fairness and proceed at all times with fairness.

In conclusion, the Congressional Black Caucus respectfully asks
that you give the President this opportunity to review and respond
to the charges against him, and we further ask that this process
operate again in complete fairness. We therefore agree with the
proposal to have Chairman Hyde and Congressman Conyers review
the appendices prior to release to the public.

Now, it is very interesting that we have been in this discussion
today about whether or not the Judiciary members will have right
to access rather than just the Ranking Member and the Chair, and
of course I come down on the side basically of all of us being able
to review this material, but think about this. There is a discrep-
ancy that rests in this room today about what was so—called agreed
upon between the Chair and the Ranking Member and the Speak-
er, and it seems to me if we want to get off on a good foot, if we
want to start this right, we will demonstrate right here and now
our ability to do that.

As I understand it, this agreement was made, but also with the
caveat that Judiciary members have the right to review and exam-
ine the material under controlled circumstances and conditions. If
that is the case, that is a compromise that allows for both sides ba-
sically to realize what it would like to realize, that we have these
two leaders who will have an opportunity to review and come to
the Judiciary Committee with recommend);tions. At the same time
you don’t close out the right of Members to see this material under
controlled conditions.

And if we are going to really put our actions where our mouths
are, we are not going to leave here with that misunderstanding
today and just take the opportunity to use whatever majority
power we have to decide one way or the other. I think you can
work this out so we can have what I consider to be fairness in the
process.



108

In closing let me say that I am worried about agreements that
are made even between the Ranking Member and the Chair, the
Minority Leader and the Majority, the Speaker. I am worried about
that because, again, most of the members of this committee are
talking about openness in one shape, form or fashion or another.
And w%len we get too many agreements being made behind closed
doors, then we don’t have the opportunity to talk this thing
through and to have the input from all sides.

I heard today my own Ranking Member say that there was an
agreement that if they didn’t agree, they would go to the Speaker,
and the Speaker would decide. I don’t fike that. I don't like that.
And I think I am not going to like a lot of what will be conceded
without the ability for us to have some debate and some input.

Having said all of that, again, I hope that you will take to heart
what I am trying to share with you about my experience as an Afri-
can American fighting for fairness, justice and equality in the
criminal justice system, and I want you to know that the right and
the left are slowly coming together on this issue.

When you look at our House, and you look at the arguments that
were made about Ruby Ridge and Waco, and you look at the argu-
ments that have been made for many years about how African
Americans have been treated in the system, what you are ending
up with is the fact that people from both sides of the aisle and from
different spectrums are coming together saying you had better
watch the criminal justice system, and that includes the Justice
Department and all, as it exercises power. And when you see it
abused, any time, any place anywhere, you better put it in check,
because it 1s somebody today, but it is you tomorrow.

Thank you very much for your patience and for listening to what
I wished to share.

I have worked in cooperation with my colleague from the Judici-
ary Committee today to further attempt to do everything that we
can to address this question of fairness and to get the input of
other Members of not only our Judiciary Committee, but our cau-
cus to try and impress upon you that this is the reigning issue of
the day, will we be fair.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Ms. Waters. As usual you are very
eloquent in your presentation, and we appreciate that.

The CHAIRMAN. Now we will go to Ms. Lofgren.

STATEMENT OF HON. ZOE LOFGREN, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Ms. LoFGREN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Under our Constitution the House of Representatives has the
sole power of impeachment. This is perhaps our single most serious
responsibility short of a declaration of war. Given the gravity and
magnitude of this undertaking, only a fair and bipartisan approach
to this question will ensure that truth is discovered, honest judg-
ments rendered and the constitutional requirement observed.

Our best yardstick is our historical experience. We must compare
the procedures used today with what Congress did a generation ago
when a Republican President was investigated by a Democratic
House. The proposal to release the independent counsel report, 445
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pages of allegations, and to publish it on the Internet without bi-
partisan review falls short of this standard.

In 1974, the report from the special prosecutor, Leon Jaworski,
and the grand jury material were kept confidential so the House
Judiciary Committee could sift through them thoroughly. The pro-
%osal to release the independent counsel report without ]g'iving the

resident’s counsel the opportunity to see the report falls short of
this standard.

In 1974, the President and his lawyers were permitted to see the
evidence and to cross—examine witnesses over weeks of closed ses-
sions. Discussions that the Judiciary Committee be permitted to
act using procedures not as fair as those used in 1974 cannot meet
the standard.

The proceedings in 1974 were conducted in a manner that en-
sured a fully bipartisan process by providing, for example, that
subpoenas be issued upon joint agreement, or if agreement could
not be reached, by either Majority or the Minority acting sepa-
rately. Proposals that would provide for committee action on the
sole authority of the Republican Majority without sharing the deci-
sion-making as was done in 1974 falls short of the 1974 yardstick
of fairness.

Because of the thorough deliberative procedures used during the
Watergate proceedings, the ultimate result was not only fair, but
was perceived to be fair. This is the standard by which we, too, will
be judged. If we fail to follow this example, we will abdicate the
solemn duty that the Constitution entrusts to us and to us alone.
If we fall short of the yardstick of fairness, the American people
will correctly see the cause as partisanship. The damage done will
be to our country and to our system of government.

This statement is agreed to by myself and several Members of
the House, including my colleagues i’[s. Waters, Ms. Sheila Jack-
son-Lee, Mr. Bobby Scott, a member of the committee, as well as
Ms. Slaughter. There are other signatories, including people who
helped draft the statement, so we will have some ofg tﬁeir names
tomorrow.

I would like to note in reviewing this resolution some additional
concerns. I note in section 4 and 5 that action is proposed to be
taken by the Chairman after consultation with the Ranking Mem-
ber, and I would contrast that with H.Res. 803 approved by the
House of Representatives February 1, 1974, wherein on the second
page, line 9, the authority of the committee is exercised by the
Chairman_and the Ranking Minority Member acting jointly, or, if
either declines to act, by the other acting alone. Eitier shall have
the right to refer decisions to the committee and so forth.

What is proposed here is actually a decision made by the Repub-
licans without equal authority by the Minority. It is far short of
what this Congress did in 1974. It is insufficiently bipartisan and
will lead to unwise results for this country.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, and we would repeat the
accolades that we had for Ms. Waters as well.

The CHAIRMAN. Let me respond briefly on the fairness issue.

You do understand that i? the Rules Committee should not act
at all, in other words if the Congress, the House of Representa-
tives, were to receive a report from a President, from the General
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Accounting Office, from the Joint Economic Committee, from the
Justice Department, or from an independent counsel without this
committee acting, the procedure would be, that is if we were to not
present to this House of Representatives tomorrow a preferential
resolution to set the parameters of what information will be made
public, under the rules of the House every word, every page, every
grand jury procedure, testimony, every videotape, audiotape, every-
thing in all 17 of those boxes would automatically become a public
document and be available to the media and to the public. It would
be a public document. That is the rule of the House.

In an act of fairness, because we understand much of your testi-
mony where there are innocent people involved, where there is tes-
timony that might be explicitly sexual that I would not want my
granddaughter to see or read about in the paper, that information
should be withheld if it is not pertinent, and we are doing every-
thing we can to make sure that that doesn’t happen, and I hope
you understand that that is the normal procedure, the normal rules
of the House.

Speaker Gingrich has been criticized by some, a very, very small
number, for having the Rules Committee become involved, but that
is exactly what would happen if we did not present a resolution to
the Congress tomorrow.

Now, on the question of whether or not the Chairman and the
Ranking Member will only have access in the beginning, we have
polled our Republican Members, and they are goin% to abide by the
wishes of Chairman Hyde, and that means that Chairman Hyde is
going to be able to look at that information.

Now, Mr. Conyers is equally respected on his side of the aisle.
You are members of the Judiciary Committee, and I assume that
you and other Members are going to allow Mr. Conyers to look at
that information and then pass it on to you for your final judg-
ment. That is what was done in Watergate, and that is what we
are doing here, but we do not intend to deprive other members of
the committee from having the final say on whether or not that in-
formation is going to be withheld, and you all should—if I were a
member of that committee, I would insist that I have that right
representing 600,000 people in the Hudson Valley of the State of
New York.

Now, concerning the President’s ability to receive the information
24 or 48 hours earlier, Lawrence Walsh of Boston, Massachusetts,
who was the Iran—Contra independent counsel, stated clearly ear-
lier today that the President’s attorneys already know substantially
the information that is contained in the 445 pages, and, therefore,
in his opinion, they have already prepared their public relations re-
sponse. As far as their legal response, that will not come for many
days until they are called before your committee. In his infinite
wisdom, and 1 didn’t agree with Kim on the Iran—Contra proce-
dures, but he believes that has already been taken care of by the
President’s attorneys, and I believe that as well.

Therefore, we appreciate your testimony, and I would yield to
Mr. Moakley, perhaps, for any comment that he has.

Mr. MOAKLEY. No questions.

The CHAIRMAN. Any questions from my side of the aisle or the
Democrats?
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Mr. Frost?

Mr. FrosT. I would only point out, and perhaps Ms. Lofgren
mentioned this when I was out of the room, she brings a wealth
of experience to this because she served on the staff of the commit-
tee in 1974 during Watergate.

The CHAIRMAN. Right. The point is well taken.

Mr. Goss?

Mr. Goss. Mr. Chairman, just further to your point that you
made about Mr. Walsh, his counsel and his advice on this matter
that the White House has a heads—up, I have seen the White
House lawyer on national television making a statement about this
material, saying there is nothing of substance in the material, and
they have already started the public relations program out at the
White House. I believe other Members have seen that, too.

Mr. MoAKLEY. Did you also see Mr. Gingrich say that he agreed
with Mr. Hyde on how this should be used in the Judiciary Com-
mittee?

Mr. Goss. I did not happen to see Mr. Gingrich. I do know there
is some legitimate confusion about the difference between the boxes
and the 445-page report, but I dare say that the President of the
United States knows a whole lot more about what is in that report
than any Member of Congress.

The CHAIRMAN. I recognize Ms. Lofgren.

Ms. LorFGREN. I think adopting the procedures established in
1974 that were fair have more to do with us than the Presidency.
If we cannot assure this country that we will be as bipartisan, that
we will yield as much authority to the Minority, if we will give as
much right to the President as was done in 1974, then we are al-
ready starting off on the wrong foot. This is about us, and if we
fall short of the yardstick of fairness, I worry a great deal about
our country’s future.

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Lofgren and Ms. Waters, let me say that I
concur with your observations, and let me tell you that we have
done everything in our power trying to reach a compromise to
make sure that we try to follow precedent. As you know, there
were rumors, and in earlier drafts the Judiciary Committee, the
Republicans, were asking for special powers for the Chairman, Mr.
Hyde, on contempt citations that would, in effect, in my opinion,
have allowed the Judiciary Committee to take action which would
have resulted in an American citizen or citizens being locked up
without an action of this House of Representatives.

I flatly put my foot down on allowing that to happen, and it is
not happening, and there are many, many other examples along
the way, because we want to be absolutely fair, and above all else
we do not want to infringe on one single right of any American citi-
zen. So your points are well taken, and we are going to try to make
it come true.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Chairman, I think it is very important for us
to leave here with the clear understanding about what this commit-
tee understands about the ability of the Ranking Member and the
Chairman to make recommendations about that which is to be ex-
cluded from those boxes and those over 2,000 or so pages.

It seems to me that on the one hand you are saying that the Ju-
diciary Committee members are being excluded, when my under-
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standing is that they will be able to see information under con-
trolled conditions, and we will be able to vote on the recommenda-
tions of those. Is that your understanding?

The CHAIRMAN. That is absolutely right.

Ms. WATERS. I think that should be made clear.

The CHAIRMAN. The language in the resolution is going to make
the information available to all of you Members. However, there is
nothing in the resolution that is going to prevent Mr. Hyde from
getting the agreement of other Re ub%icans to take his advice on
what he is going to piece out and show in the individual boxes.
There is nothinF to prevent Mr. Conyers from doing the same
thing, and I would hope that would be the case.

But you as individual Members will have the final say over what
is going to be expunged. That will be up to you and a vote of your
committee, and that is the way that it shoul(¥ be.

Ms. WATERS. That is what I think is fair. And if we have the
ability and we want to take the time and put in the effort to do
the review so we can have the input, make recommendations to our
Ranking Member, et cetera, et cetera, so we can influence the out-
come, then I think—

The CHAIRMAN. That is exactly our intent in this resolution, that
you have the final say on what is going to be expunged, and it
would be left up to you, and that is the way that it should be.

All right, we have heard from all of the Members. We appreciate
your coming. We have one more witness to testify. It is the honor-
able and respected Mr. Peter Deutsch from south Florida. Your en-
tire statement will appear in the record without objection.

STATEMENT OF HON. PETER DEUTSCH, A REPRESENTATIVE
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF FLORIDA

Mr. DEUTSCH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate having the
opportunity to close the testimony. And I particularly appreciate
Mr. Goss being in the room for my presentation, because in the
opening comments I think Mr. Goss’s statement was one that I
could not have made any better. And I am also happy that Mr.
Diaz—Balart is here as well. All three of us are from Florida, where
we pride ourselves in government as really literally being the Sun-
shine State, and all of you will be at some point in your lives from
Florida.

But really on a very serious note, we have had a long tradition
of open government, and we take it very, very seriously. We believe
it has been incredibly successful. Sometimes it is a httle bit ugly,
and sometimes it is painful, and sometimes elected officials don’t
like it, but I think it works, and it works very well.

And I think that as we are deliberating as a collective body, and
as you are deliberating as a committee Sxis evening, I really hope
that you heed these words and you heed Mr. Goss’s comments also
that ‘we are the public servants. This is the public’'s House. There
is nothing to be afraid of the public knowing what is ﬁoing on. I
think it is critical and it is imperative that ﬁxe public know what
is going on; not just that this meeting be open, as it is, obviously,
but that we avoid executive sessions at all times unless for specific,
almost national security reasons.
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I have spoken with the staff of this committee today, and I have
sat through the last several hours of hearings. I have sat through
the comments of the Chairman of this committee and the Chair-
man of the Judiciary Committee, and I want us to stop and reflect.
We have talked about some of the problems that could occur by re-
lease of information. We have talked about potentially innocent
people or sexual material or irrelevant material.

I will tell you that if it was worth investigating, it is worth the
public knowing, and it is worth the public making that determina-
tion, because sometimes what might seem as innocent individual
comment—and there has been discussion what happens in the
Linda Tripp tapes if there is a discussion about 20 other people
who have no relevancy to the primary issues at hand. It might
have credibility as to the two people on the tape. Essentially we are
making a judgment, or Mr. Hyde or Mr. Conyers will be making
that judgment. They really should not be making that judgment.

Again, yes, there are some innocent people on these tapes, but
I ask you all to reflect about this, and very seriously, what are we
doing here. What are we talking about. We are talking about the
President of the United States of America. We are talking about
the most powerful person on the planet. He is not just President
of the United States, he is President of the world. And yes, there
is some cost in terms of releasing all of the information imme-
diately, but I think the benefit in terms of this process and in
terms of our country far outweighs that cost. I don’t think it is a
close call.

Unfortunately those not from Florida, your experience with open
government might not be as much as those of us from Florida, but
I hope that you do reflect in terms of what it should mean and
what it can mean.

I will also tell you that just the integrity of this process for the
American people, this is clearly a disturbing time in America. I
don’t think that there is a person in this country that really wants
us to be here this evening. I know none of us want to be here this
evening discussing this, iut the reality is that we are where we
are. It truly is critical at this point in time that we have integrity
in this process. What better way to have integrity in this process
than to literally bring the public as part of this process, not to be
voyeurs, but to show in a literal sense that we have nothing to
hi(%:e,dthat the cards fall where they may, the President has nothing
to hide.

There is nothing we can do more to build integrity in this process
than to keep this process literally an open process. I implore you
to take that very much to heart that that is an option that you
have, and I am offering an alternative resolution that hopefully you
will take up very seriously.

I will also add in terms of this whole process as it has developed
and the specifics as to how it might impede, we are setting up a
system where some material that was acquired clearly will not
be—hopefully if the resolution as proposed by the Chairman is
adopted, there is some information not available to the President’s
counsel in his own defense, whatever that might be, and if we real-
ly want a fair process from that standpoint, that is a mistake.
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So again, I would urge my colleagues to support the resolution
and to make all of the material available to the American people
immediately.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Mr. Deutsch, and let me, first of all,
just preface my remarks about you and thank you for joining me
in Jerusalem on the West Bank. We had some very interesting and
informative meetings. You took the time to join us when you were
on vacation, I believe, and we appreciate that.

Having said that, let me say that I would have to disagree with
you, although I agree with your philosophy. This is a preferential
resolution which will be going to the floor. It is unamendable.
Therefore, we would have to change this resolution and put only
yours on the floor, and we can’t do that.

However, there will be the opportunity to defeat the previous
question. I believe that there will be Members on both sides, sub-
stantial Members, who feel the way that you do. Although your
side, the Democratic side in the minority, normally controls the de-
feat of the previous question, the right to make the argument
against it, and then, should you defeat it, have the right to offer
your amendment, that opportunity might be there. And I would
just tell you even though we will not—I believe we will not honor
your request here tonight, we understand where you are coming
from, and we will see what happens on the floor tomorrow.

Any questions to my right?

Any questions to my left?

Mr. Goss first.

Mr. Goss. Thank you.

I want to thank Mr. Deutsch for his kind comments. I do believe
very firmly in the public’s right to know, and I think that is what
is at stake here. But I also understand that this has been a very
difficult process to get to this point, and I think we have worked
it out the best that we can. I feel that we have gone about it the
way that it will have to go forward.

Mr. DEUTSCH. And I appreciate what Mr. Goss is saying.

I have a concern, though, that really this is not far enough, just
the concerns about where the report is, and I know that you share
that. And you sit literally in a different place than I sit in this com-
mittee room, and I know that as Florida grows, and as more Mem-
bers of Congress are from Florida, we will work on that.

The CHAIRMAN. I want to assure you I will never move back to
Florida. I will be an Adirondacker all my life.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Here, here.

Mr. Diaz-BALART. I also wanted to thank Mr. Deutsch for his
hard work and for coming before us with this product, but I think
Mr. Goss has very succinctly pointed to the reasons why, in my
view as well, the resolution, Mr. Chairman, that the committee is
proposing, that you have worked so hard on and have led the effort
in bringing forth, is the correct approach. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. McInnis from Colorado.

Mr. McINNIS. Thank you. I appreciate what you say, but one of
the other things that shocked the country was the bombing of the
Olympics. And before the government had substantial and credible
evidence, they released the name of Richard Jewell. They destroyed
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that man. They then had to retract everything because they didn’t
have the evidence.

The 445 pages are drawn from these 2,000 source documents,
and to be drawn from those it is my conclusion they had to have
substantial and credible evidence. So I completely support your
philosoi)hy on the first 445 pages because they are drawn from sub-
stantial and credible evidence, but before you disclose the 2,000
pages of documents, I think it is appropriate to say, this is just
somebody’s name that they threw in there. It came out in the depo-
sition tape. There is no credible evidence. There is no substantial
evidence tying this individual to this, and why is that individual’s
name coming up?

We speak of the rights of this great country, it almost sounds
like they preempt the right of an individual. I think it is exactly
the opposite. I don’t want another Richard Jewell on our hands as
a result of releasing those 2,000 documents where the independent
counsel did not find substantial and credible evidence to move it
from the source documents to the 445—-page report.

Mr. DeEuTscH. I think we need to remind ourselves, because it
appears that at this point that the Chairman’s resolution will be
adopted and the procedure that he is proposing will be followed to-
morrow morning, and for that the 445-page document will be avail-
able. I agree with you completely, it is interpretation of those
source documents, and I would remind people that it is also an in-
terpretation of someone who has clearly shown for the last § years
that he has almost a Captain Ahab approach of getting Bill Clin-
ton. And maybe that is the role that advocates should be playing,
but I think we need to remind ourselves that source documents
lead to different conclusions. And I think your comments, if not
really supporting my position, are not opposed to my position be-
cause I think particularly in this case, if we are only giving out the
report, in fact it is almost by definition almost a requirement to in-
clude the source documents so people can look at those source docu-
ments and might come up with totally differing conclusions than
Mr. Starr came up with from those things.

I also want to respond to Richard Jewell. That is an unfortunate,
tragic situation. But I will tell you we are weighing values, and we
have talked about the concern of hurting innocents.

I just go back very quickly to what we are doing here this
evening and over the next several days and several weeks. We are
talking about the President of the United States, of setting aside
an election for the first time in this Nation’s history, the oldest de-
mocracy in the history of the world. We are not tali(ing about un-
substantial things.

I will tell you that there is a very, very, very paradigm value of
our society and our government, and I think by our actions and
your resolution, I think you were jeopardizing it to some extent.

The CHAIRMAN. Peter, thank you.

If there are no further questions of the witness, we thank you for
coming, and as always, you have made yourself very clear.

Gentlemen, we will stand in a 30—second recess, and then we will
take up the resolution.

[Pause.]

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come back to order.
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The committee will now proceed in the markup of the resolution.

The measure before the committee is House Resolution 525 pro-
viding for a deliberative review by the Committee on the Judiciary
of a communication from the independent counsel and for the re-
lease thereof and for other purposes.

The resolution was introduced earlier today and appears on the
Web site of the Rules Committee. We have already received over
10,000 accesses to it, Mr. Dreier, so I would say that there is ex-
treme interest by the American people.

The committee has just compqeted the hearing on the measure,
and without objection the resolution is considered as read.

[The information follows:]
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House Calendar No. 245
“nIP H, RES, 525
[Report No. 105-703]

Providing for a deliberative review by the Committee on the.Judiciary of
a communication from an independent counsel. and for the release there-
of, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 10, 1998

Mr. SOLOMON submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Rules

SEPTEMBER 10, 1998
Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

RESOLUTION

Providing for a deliberative review by the Committee on
the Judiciary of a communication from an independent
counsel, and for the release thereof, and for other pur-
poses.

1 Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary shall
review the communication received on September 9, 1998,

from an independent counsel pursuant to section 595(c)

E N VI ]

of title 28, United States Code, transmitting a determina-
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tion that substantial and credible information received by
the independent counsel in carrving out his responsibilities
under chapter 40 of title 28, United States Code, may con-
stitute grounds for an impeachment of the President of
the United States, and related matters, to determine
whether sufficient grounds exist to recommend to the
House that an impeachment inquiry be commenced. Until
otherwise ordered by the House, the review by the commit-
tee shall be governed by this resolution.

SEC. 2. The material transmitted to the House by
the independent ecounsel shall be considered as referred to
the committee. The portion of such material consisting of
approximately 445 pages comprising an introduction, a
narrative, and a statement of grounds, shall be printed
as a document of the House. The balance of such material
shall be deemed to have been received in executive session,
but shall be released from the status on September 23,
1998, except as otherwise determined by the committee.
Material so released shall immediately be submitted for
printing as a document of the House.

SEC. 3. Additional material compiled by the commit-
tee during the review also shall be deemed to have been
received in executive session unless it is received in an

open session of the committee,
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SEC. 4. Notwithstanding clause 2(e) of rule XI. ac-
cess to executive-session material of the committee relat-
ing to the review shall be restricted to memb;ers of the
committee, and to such employees of the committee as
may be designated by the chairman after consultation with
the ranking minority member.

SEC. 5. Notwithstanding clause 2(g) of rule XI, each
meeting, hearing, or deposition of the committee relating
to the review shall be conducted in executive session unless
otherwise determined by an affirmative vote of the com-
mittee, & majority being present. Such an executive session
may be attended only by members of the committee, and
by such employé;es of the committee as may be designated
by the chairman after consultation with the ranking mi-

nority member.
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The CHAIRMAN. And without objection, the resolution will be con-
sidered for the purposes of amendment under the 5-minute rule.

Are there any amendments to this resolution?

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Moakley?

Mr. MOAKLEY. I have a substitute to H.Res. 525. I move the com-
mittee report a resolution that would make in order as a base text
the substitute resolution in lieu of the text of H.Res. 525 which is
currently before us. This substitute reflects the agreement that was
reached by the Republican and Democratic leaders last night re-
garding the release and review of the independent counse docu-
ments. It provides for the immediate release of the initial 445
pages. It provides that the Chairman and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee shall review the remaining mate-
rial to determine which are appropriate for public release %y Sep-
tember 20 and which are of a personal nature and should remain
confidential. Mr. Chairman, it also allows the Chairman and the
Ranking Minority Member of the Judiciary Committee to issue in-
terim committee rules of procedure regarding the material submit-
ted by the independent counsel.

That is the amendment, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, Mr. Moakley, I believe you had returned
during the interchange with Maxine Waters and with Zoe Lofgren.

Mr. MoakLEY. I didnt leave, Mr. Chairman. I was here the
whole time.

The CHAIRMAN. Now you have your coat on. I thought you had
gone outside.

As you know in the interchange we had, there is nothing in this
resolution that will prevent the Chairman and the Ranking Mem-
ber, with agreement from their respective members from their
part{ on the Judiciary Committee, from allowing the two of them
to filter this information, as this is one of the major provisions of
your substitute.

I have been satisfied by talking with the Republican members of
the Judiciary Committee that they will abide by the wishes of
Henry Hyde, and I assume that the Democrat members will abide
by the wishes of the Ranking Member, Mr. John Conyers, as well.
However, I do not think that it would be prudent of this body to
shut out the very professional, qualified members of the Judiciary
Committee from having a say in this matter, and in my opinion,
your substitute resolution would do just that. And therefore, 1
would argue that we would defeat your resolution, but I respect
your interest.

If there is no further discussion, all those in favor of the Moakley
amendment will say aye.

All those opposed, nay.

The amendment is not agreed to.

Mr. MoAKLEY. Roll call, Mr. Chairman.

iIl‘he CHAIRMAN. A roll call is requested. The clerk will call the
roll.

The CLERK. Mr. Dreier.

Mr. DREIER. No.

The CLERK. Mr. Dreier votes no.
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Mr. Goss.

Mr. Goss. No.

The CLERK. Mr, Goss votes no.

Mr. Linder.

Mr. LINDER. No.

The CLERK. Mr. Linder votes no.

Ms. Pryce.

[No response.]

The CLERK. Mr. Diaz—Balart.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. No.

The CLERK. Mr. Diaz-Balart votes no.

Mr. MclInnis.

Mr. McINNis. No.

The CLERK. Mr. McInnis votes no.

Mr. Hastings.

Mr. HasTINGS. No.

The CLERK. Mr. Hastings votes no.

Mrs. Myrick.

Mrs. MYRICK. No.

The CLERK. Mrs. Myrick votes no.

Mr. Moakley.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Moakley votes yes.

Mr. Frost.

Mr. FROST. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Frost votes yes.

Mr. Hall.

Mr. HALL. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Hall votes yes.

Ms. Slaughter.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Slaughter votes yes.

Chairman Solomon.

The CHAIRMAN. I respectfully vote no, even though I hate to vote
against my Ranking Member.

The clerk will announce the results.

The CLERK. Four yeas and eight nays.

The CHAIRMAN. TKe amendment is not agreed to.

Are there further amendments to the resolution?

Mr. HALL. Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Hall of Ohio.

Mr. HaLL. I have an amendment to the resolution, and I move
that the committee report the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute offered by the Judiciary Committee Ranking Member Mr.
Conyers in lieu of the text of House Resolution 525.

Tgis substitute provides that the 445-page report submitted by
the independent counsel to the House shall be released to the
President on Friday, September 11, and to the Members and the
public on Sunday, September 13. This will give the President a pe-
riod of 48 hours to review the report before the public release.

I think this is fair. I think this is reasonable, since under the
rules of the House, any Member facing ethics charges, has 10 days
to review all evidence. So I think this is very relevant to what we
have done in the past. I think it is only fair to give the President
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a chance to review this for a couple of days, and I offer the amend-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Hall, your amendment to link the ethics
rules of the House with the United States Constitution and exist-
ing laws of the land I don’t think is very well taken, although I
don’t question your sincerity in doing it. We have rules of ethics
that we agree to operate under. It is an entirely different story.
These are not rules that the American people have to live under.
It is rules that we as Members of Congress live under.

By the same token, when a committee of jurisdiction, such as the
dJudiciary Committee, considers this kind of information, it is done
in executive session. And if any Member leaks any of it, it is in vio-
lation of the House rules, and they stand subject to being censured
by our ethics committee. Therefore, I have no worry that any Mem-
ber would go shead and leak this information.

We have made the arguments about the President receiving the
information 48 hours in advance. I share former independent coun-
sel Lawrence Walsh’s reasoning that the President already has
that information, and before he has to file a legal document with
the Justice Department, with the Judiciary, that they will have
ample time to do it; and, therefore, I would argue against your res-
olution.

Mr. HaLL, Mr, Chairman, he does not have the written informa-
tion to look at it. He has been investigated for a number of years
now at the cost of about $40 million. For us in the Congress not
to give him a couple of days—not even a few hours—to review what
the Starr report says I think is extremely unfair.

When we go back and look at Watergate—when that inquiry on
the articles of impeachment came to the Congress, I remember
reading that Peter Rodino bent over backwards to be fair. In fact,
he was so fair that he was criticized by the members of the Demo-
cratic Party, but it turned out that he did the right thing by being
extremely bipartisan. He gave subpoena powers to the Minority
party at that time.

We want to be fair to the President. This is the third time in the
history of the country that a President has been investigated for
potential misdeeds relative to——and hopefully it doesn’t get that
far—to articles of impeachment. For us to give the President a cou-
ple of days to look at all of the material which has been gathered
at a cost of $40 million, I think it is fair and reasonable, and I don’t
think that we are doing the right thing if we don’t pass this
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Hall, in my opinion, and I have been very
careful to listen to Members from both sides of the aisle, a majority
of this Congress does not agree with you. A majority of the Con-
gress believes that they ought to receive the material first and cer-
tainly no later than any other individual, including the President
of the United States, and we are not going to jeopardize this resolu-
tion. Since it has to go one way or the other to the floor, we must
pass a bipartisan resolution that is going to be overwhelmingly ac-
cepted by this body tomorrow.

Mr. HALL. You just spoke about the argument I brought up re-
garding Members of Congress and ethics charges. They have 10
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days to review ethics charges. You are not even giving the Presi-
dent of the United States 1 hour.

The CHAIRMAN. The President of the United States will have a
good 1 hour. He will have access to the first hard copy that is made
tomorrow. Certainly by the time the rest of us Members get it, it
is going to be 2, 3 or 4 hours later, and I will probably miss my
plane until I receive it.

Is there any further discussion? If not, the Chair will put the
question on the amendment by Mr. Hall. All those in favor say aye.

All those opposed, nay.

The amendment is not agreed to.

Mr. HALL. Roll call.

ill‘he CHAIRMAN. A roll call is requested. The clerk will call the
roll.

The CLERK. Mr. Dreier.

Mr. DREIER. No.

The CLERK. Mr. Dreier votes no.

Mr. Goss.

Mr. Goss. No.

The CLERK. Mr. Goss votes no.

Mr. Linder.

Mr. LINDER. No.

The CLERK. Mr. Linder votes no.

Ms. Pryce.

[No response.]

The CLERK. Mr. Diaz-Balart.

Mr. D1AZ-BALART. No.

The CLERK. Mr. Diaz-Balart votes no.

Mr. McInnis.

Mr. McINNIS. No.

The CLERK. Mr. MclInnis votes no.

Mr. Hastings.

Mr. HASTINGS. No.

The CLERK. Mr. Hastings votes no.

Mrs. Myrick.

Mrs. MYRICK. No.

The CLERK. Mrs. Myrick votes no.

Mr. Moakley.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Moakley votes yes.

Mr. Frost.

Mr. FROST. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Frost votes yes.

Mr. Hall.

Mr. HALL. Yes.

The CLERK. Mr. Hall votes yes.

Ms. Slaughter.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Yes.

The CLERK. Ms. Slaughter votes yes.

Chairman Solomon.

The CHAIRMAN. No.

The CLERK. Mr. Solomon votes no.

The CHAIRMAN. The clerk will announce the results.

The CLERK. Four yeas, eight nays.
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The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is not agreed to.

Are there further amendments to the resolution?

If not, without objection the previous question is ordered on the
resolution. The question is on agreeing to House Resolution 525
and favorably reporting the resolution to the House. All those in
favor will say aye.

All those opposed, nay.

The resolution is agreed to. House Resolution 525 is agreed to,
and the resolution is favorably reported to the House and without
objection the motion to reconsider is laid upon the table.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Chairman, please note my dissenting views in
the report.

The CHAIRMAN, Yes. We will be filing later this evening the re-
port, and we will make sure that the dissenting views are attached
to it and made a part of the report.

The Chair would like to file the report this evening, and now
that we have the additional Minority views, we will hopefully be
able to do that in a timely manner.

I might point out that since this is a preferential resolution and
we are bound by the rules of the House, it is unamendable on the
floor of the House, and it requires only 1 hour of debate.

It would be my intention when I file the report in a few hours
or minutes, I would make a unanimous consent request to extend
the debate time for 2 hours. That is the only way we can do it. We
cannot do it up here, and I would assume that there would be no
objection from any member of this committee.

Mr. MoAKLEY. No objection.

The CHAIRMAN. Very good.

Gentlemen, we want to thank you. It was a very informative de-
bate. We certainly were collegial, and we certainly did it with com-
ity, and I want to commend all of you for your participation, and
the committee stands adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 8:40 p.m., the committee was adjourned.]
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