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Silver Star for gallantry in action as I single handily faced
an attacking force of two Vietcong battalions and later led a
charge against enemy positions. I was also awaRded the Gallantry
Crogs by the Vietnamese éommand. Just like me, many Portoricans
served and still serving today. I do have to cite my beloved
father who distinctively served in the American Army from 1914
to 1917. A proud American that although never visited this main=
land, he stood firmly and proud to be an American citizen. 1
have to strees that his nilitar: service along wiih many otaers
paved the ways Tor the rortorican to becone citizen of this great
nation. .iy only two brothers were called to bear arms during the
2nd iforld lar.

Recalling the numerical designation of some of the outstanding
units that are today still ready to be call if needed are the
296th Infantry and the 245th Infantry regiments, but do not
forget the first one organized under American Jommand, the
magnificient 295th Infantry legiment, and to be specific, tnis
unit was orgzanized on a very particular day, the 2nd of June of
the year 1920. =xzactly 12 years vefore my date of virth. A aan
who was a nenmber of a delegation fro’:uerto _iico met the Great
Fresident John F. Kennedy at the White ilouse. He was greeted by

the Fresident and addressed by him as "ilr. Cumbanchero®.
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STATEMENT OF L.A. SANTILLANES, A HISPANIC VETERAN
BEFORE THE VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
ON THE HISPANIC VETERAN AND HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NATION
Septeaber 14, 1994

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE:
CONCERNING THE HISPANIC VETERAN AND HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE NATION.
MY NAME IS LOUIS ANTHONY SANTILLANES, I WAS BORN ON JUNE 21, 1932 IN
A SMALL COMMUNITY NORTH OF ALBUQUERQUE KNOWN AS ALAMEDA, N.M.
MY PARENTS WERE MOISES AND FAUSTINA SANTILLANES. MY FATHER WAS
POSTMASTER OF ALAMEDA FROM 1929 UNTIL 1945 AND THEN TRANSFERED TO THE
ALBUQUERQUE POST OFFICE AND MY MOTHER BECAME POST MASTER OF ALAMEDA
UNTIL HER RETIREMENT IN 1959.
I ATTENDED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN ALAMEDA AND GRADUATED FROM HIGH
SCHOOL IN ALBUQUERQUE IN 1951.
I JOINED THE US NAVY IN 1951 AND WAS A NAVY CORPSMAN WITH THE FLEET
MARINE FORCE IN KOREA. I WAS DISCHARGED FROM THE NAVY IN 1955 AT
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA. RETURNED TO NEW MEXICO AND ENROLLED AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO USING MY G.I. BILL.
I AM MARRIED TO THE FORMER BERTHA GARCIA OF BERNALILLO AND AND HAVE
FIVE CHILDREN HAVING LOST TWO: THE OLDEST IN A MOTORCYCLE
ACCIDENT IN 1968 AND THE OTHER MY YOUNGEST DAUGHTER MURDERED IN 1994,
I STARTED A CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS IN 1957 AND OPERATED IT FOR 2 YEARS
AND THEN CLOSED IT BECAUSE OF THE PROBLEMS WITH FINANCING. I THEN
ATTENDED THE CALIFORNIA COLLEGE OF MORTUARY SCIENCE IN LOS ANGELES.
AND, IN 1964 OPENED ALAMEDA MORTUARY AND HAVE OPERATED IT FOR THE
PAST 30 YEARS. 1IN 1987, I PURCHASED THE RIO RANCHO FUNERAL HOME
IN RIO RANCHO, N.M. AND NOW AM OWNER AND OPERATOR OF BOTH HOMES.
THE HISPANIC VETERAN IN THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO.GOES BACK TO THE

PIFTEEN HUNDREDS. MY GREAT GRANDFATHER WAS ONE OF THE CONQUISTADORES'
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o In January 1994, VA established for the first time
an Office of Minority Affairs. Mr. Anthony T. Hawkins, a
U.S. Army veteran with 28 years of VA service, was selected
by Secretary Brown to serve as Executive Director of the
office. Mr. Hawkins has been actively involved in m1nor1ty
vetran issues for five years including a one-year
Congressional Fellowship assignment during which he assisted
in development of the VA CMAO Act.

o In February 1994, VA established a new Women
Veterans Program Office. Secretary Brown selected Ms. Joan
“A. Furey, who served as a nurse in Vietnam and had 17 years
of VA service, as Director of this Office. Most recently,
Ms. Furey was the Associate Director of Education at the
VA's National Center for PTSD Clinical Laboratory and
Eduction Division at the VA Medical Center in Palo Alto,
california. Ms. Furey has been actively involved in women
veterans issues for over ten years and helped found the
first inpatient PTSD unit for women veterans.

o Over the last six months the Executive Directors of
the Office of Minority Affairs and the Women Veterans
Program Office have traveled across the country introducing
themselves and developing relationships with internal and
external groups and individuals interested in minority
veteran issues.

o In September 1994, the Secretary approved
establishment of a new organizational structure to
effectively support the CMAO function. This structure will
include a CMAO steering committee in headquarters comprised
of the CMAO and representatives from the Veterans' Health
Administration (VHA), the Veterans' Benefits Administration
(VBA), the National Cemetery System (NCS), and other key
offices and a network of minority affairs representatives in
field facilities. This structure will ensure that the CMAO
function has adequate resources and a means for ongoing
communications with local level VA activities, minority
veterans groups, and non-VA service providers.

Our accomplishments thus far are as follows:

o Mr. Hawkins visited Puerto Rico to meet with va
Hedical Center staff and Puerto Rican veterans concerning
allegations of poor medical care and long wa;tlng times for
service. He also visited the VA Regional Office and the VA
Outpatient Clinic and Vet Center in Ponce. Mr. Hawkins
found that the new ambulatory care project approved for FY
1995 would resolve some of the concerns. He fully intends
to follow up on the others.
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