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H.R. 4228, AUBURN RESTORATION ACT; AND 
S. 282, MOWA BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS 
RECOGNITION ACT 

TUESDAY, MAY 17, 1994 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS, 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 
Washington, DC. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10 a.m. in room 1324, 
Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Bill Richardson (chairman of 
the subcommittee) presiding. 

STATEMENT OF BON. BILL RICHARDSON 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The committee will come to order. 
This morning we will take testimony on the restoration and the 

United Auburn Indian Community, a terminated tribe, and rec­
ognition of the Mowa Band of Choctaw. The committee has also in­
vited the Paskenta Band, another terminated tribe, to provide tes­
timony on their restoration. 

The Auburn bill is sponsored by Chairman Miller, Representative 
Doolittle and myself. The Mowa bill is sponsored on the House side 
by Representative Hilliard and on the Senate side by Senators 
Shelby, Heflin and Inouye. I note before this week is out Rep­
resentative Thomas and I intend to introduce legislation to reform 
the process of recognizing tribes. Sometime within the next month 
we will hold hearings on our bill as well as Representative 
Faleomavaega's bill, on recognition. For now, we will look at these 
recognition bills on a case-by-case basis. 

I note that terminated tribes have no choice but to go through 
the legislative process. The failed policy of termination made the 
1950s a bleak period for Indian affairs. It was not until 1973 that 
Congress began to undo the sins of the termination era. Indeed the 
first terminated tribe to get restored was the Menominee of Wis­
consin. They were led by an extremely able advocate by the name 
of Ada Deer. 

I trust that today we will continue the process of ending the dis­
mal era of termination and look with hope toward restoring these 
tribes. 

[Prepared statement of Mr. Richardson follows:] 

(1) 
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STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN RICHARDSON 
HEARING ON AUBURN RESTORATION 
AND MOWA CHOCTAW RECOGNITION 

MAY 17, 1994 

The Committee will come to order. This morning we 

will take testimony on the Restoration of the United Auburn 

Indian Community, a terminated tribe, and the Recognition 

of the Mowa Band of Choctaw. The Committee has also 

invited the Paskenta Band, another terminated tribe, to 

provide testimony on their restoration. The Auburn bill is 

sponsored by Chairman Miller, Representative Doolittle and 

myself. The Mowa bill is sponsored on the House side by 

Representative Hilliard and on the Senate side by Senators 

Shelby, Heflin and Chairman Inouye. 

I note that before this week is out, Representative 

Thomas and I intend to introduce legislation to reform the 

process of recognizing tribes. Sometime within the next 
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month, we will hold hearings on our bill as well as 

Representative Faleomavaega's bill on recognition. 

For now, we will look at these recognition bills on a 

case-by-case basis. 

I note that terminated tribes have no choice but to go 

through the legislative process. The failed policy of 

termination made the 1950's a bleak period for Indian affairs. 

It was not until 1973 that Congress began to undo the sins of 

the termination era. Indeed, the first terminated tribe to get 

restored was the Menominee of Wisconsin. They were led by 

an extremely able advocate, her name was Ada Deer. 

I trust that today we will continue the process of ending 

the dismal era of termination and look with hope toward 

restring these tribes. 
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Witnesses should summarize their statements. Your full 

written statements will be made part of the record which will 

be open for two weeks. 

At this time I ask unanimous consent that the bills, 

backgrounds and section-by-section analyses be made part of 

the record. 



5 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The chair recognizes the distinguished gen­
tleman from Wyoming and the distinguished minority ranking 
member of our subcommittee. 

STATEMENT OF BON. CRAIG THOMAS 
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I do have an opening 

statement. It's a little longer than usual because this issue is one 
that procedurally is important to us. 

We examine two bills today dealing with two separate and dis­
tinct issues: restoration and recognition. There is a marked dif­
ference between the two. Recognition extends the Federal govern­
ment-to-government relationship to an Indian group for the frrst 
time, while restoration simply revives a relationship that pre­
viously existed but was terminated by an Act of Congress. 

I support H.R. 4228, the Auburn Indian Restoration Act. The 
Nisenan Southern Maidus are one of the true victims of the mis­
guided termination policies of the fifties and early sixties that has 
not had the government-to-government relationship with the Unit­
ed States restored. Passage of this bill will return the tribe to its 
rightful position and bring to a close the effects of a policy that we 
have rightly repudiated. · 

My support has one caveat, however. Before voting for passage 
I would like to see some information, preferably from the BIA, that 
the group as it presently exists meets the criteria set forth in 25 
CFR and that it is the same group or successor in interest to the 
group that was terminated in August of 1967. 

While I support H.R. 4228, I strongly oppose the other bill that 
we examine today, H.R. 3605. Unlike the Auburn bill, the principal 
object of this legislation is to grant Federal recognition to an Indian 
group not previously formally acknowledged as a tribe on a govern­
ment-to-government level. 

Like any tribe, the Mowa should have a full opportunity to make 
their case for Federal acknowledgment. In my view, however, in 
the absence of any highly unusual extenuating circumstances the 
only proper way to do so is through the established recognition 
process carried out by the BIA. 

I can understand the frustration of those who feel the BIA's re­
view process moves too slowly. I do not, however, believe that the 
proper remedy to address this concern is to circumvent the estab­
lished administrative procedures. It is unfair both to the tribes that 
have successfully completed the recognition process, and to those 
groups who have equally meritorious claims who are pursuing rec­
ognition through the proper channels. 

Legislative recognition replaces the standardized with the arbi­
trary. Historical merit examined by objective and neutral profes­
sionals are supplanted by emotional arguments, influential spon­
sors and the partisan nature of this institution. The result is a lack 
of uniformity which dilutes the concept of tribal sovereignty and 
the government-to-government relationships between the tribes 
and the United States. 

In addition, the increasing frequency with which we bypass es­
tablished administrative procedures in favor of quick-fix congres­
sional recognition serves to subvert the Federal acknowledgment 
program by encouraging other groups to do the same thing. 
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The Mowa come before us today and argue they have experienced 
some unique historical events which entitle them to preference over 
all other tribes seeking acknowledgment, and which compels the 
bestowing of legislative recognition. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I can think of no nonrecognized Native 
American group that cannot lay claim to some unique past hard­
ship as a rationale for coming to this committee. Should they all 
be legislatively acknowledged as a result? And if not, where do we 
draw the line between those that should and those who should not? 

There are many who argue that congressional recognition is com­
pelled by the length of the petition process and the money required 
to complete it. How can we accept this argument, though, when the 
Mowas are the next group in line in the F AP to have their petition 
be actively considered. 

Moreover, if the process is unnecessarily cumbersome or pro­
tracted, then it is toward its reform we should turn our attention. 
The chairman has mentioned that we have a bill that would dras­
tically overhaul the process. 

What sense does it make to opt the Mowa out of a process which 
all others must follow and which we are about to vastly improve? 
We would be best served to tak~:: up consideration of that bill rather 
than circumventing it entirely by piecemeal legislation. 

Mr. Chairman, the BIA opposes this bill, as did the last Adminis­
tration, as does the Mississippi Choctaw Nation. I think that mov­
ing this legislation beyond the hearing stage would be highly inad­
visable and I would resist any movement to do so. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I thank the gentleman. 
[Prepared statement of Mr. Thomas follows:] 



OPENING STATEMENT 
OF 

THE HON. CRAIG THOMAS 
ON 

HR 4228, THE AUBURN RESTORATION ACT 
AND 

HR 3605, THE MOWA CHOCTAW RECOGNmON ACT 

Mr. Chairman, today we examine two bills dealing with two separate and 

distinct issues: restoration and recognition. There is a marked difference 

between the two: recognition extends the federal government-to-govern-

ment relationship to an Indian group for the first time, while restoration 

simply revives a relationship that previously existed but was terminated 

by act of Congress. 

I support H.R. 4228, the Auburn Indian Restoration Act. The Nisenan 

Southern Maidus are one of the few victims of the misguided termination 

policies of the late 1950's and early 1960's that has not had the govern­

ment-to-government relationship with the United States restored. Pas­

sage of this bill will return the tribe to its rightful position and help bring 

to a close the effects of a policy that we have rightly repudiated. 
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My support has one caveat, however. Before voting for passage, I would 

like to see some information - preferably from the BIA - that the group 

as it presently exists meets the criteria set forth in 25 C.F.R., and that it is 

the same group, or the successor-in-interest to the group, that was 

terminated on August 16, 1967. 

While I support H. A. 4228, I strongly oppose the other bill we will exam­

ine today: H.A. 3605. Unlike the Auburn bill, the principal objective of 

this legislation is to grant federal recognition to an Indian group not 

previously formally acknowledged as a tribe on a government-to-govern­

ment level. Uke any tribe, the Mowa should have a full opportunity to 

make their easel for federal acknowledgment. In my view, however, in 

the absence of highly unusual. extenuating circumstances not present 

here, the only proper way to do so is through the established recognition 

process that is carried out by the BIA pursuant to 25 C.F.A. § 83. 

I can understand the frustration of those who feel that the BIA's review 

process moves too slowly. I do not, however, believe that the proper 

way to address this concern is to circumvent the established administra­

tive procedures. It is unfair both to those tribes who have successfully 
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completed the recognition process and to those groups with equally 

meritorious claims who are pursuing recognition through the proper 

channels. 

Legislative recognition replaces the standardized with the arbitrary; his­

torical merits examined by objective and neutral professionals are sup­

planted by emotional arguments, influential sponsors, and the partisan 

nature of this institution. The result is a lack of uniformity which dilutes 

the concept of tribal sovereignty and the government-to-government 

relationship between the tribes and the United States. In addition, the 

increasing frequency with which we bypass established administrative 

processes in favor of the "quick-fix'' of congressional recognition serves 

to subvert the federal acknowledgment program by encouraging other 

groups to do the same. 

The Mowa come before us today and argue that they have experienced 

some unique historic events which entitles them to preference over all 

other tribes seeking acknowledgement and which compels the bestowing 

of legislative recognition. But Mr. Chairman, I can think of no nonrecog­

nized Native American group that cannot lay claim to some unique past 
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hardship as a rationale for coming before this Committee. Should they 

all be legislatively acknowledged as a result, and if not. where do we 

draw the line between those that should and those that should not? 

There are many who argue that congressional recognition is compelled 

by the length of the petition process and the money required to complete 

'it. How can we accept this argument. though, when the Mowas are the 

next group in line in the FAP to be actively considered? Moreover, if the 

process is unnecessarily cumbersome or protracted, then it is towards its 

reform that we should tum our attention. The Chairman is fully aware that 

our staffs have completed a draft of a bill to drastically overhaul the 

process; I intend to cosponsor that legislation. What sense does it make 

to opt the Mowa out of a process which all others must follow and which 

we are about to vastly improve? We would be best served by taking up 

consideration of that bill, rather than circumventing it entirely with piece­

meal legislative recognition. 

Mr. Chairman, the BIA opposes this bill - as it did in the last Administra­

tion - as does the Mississippi Choctaw Nation. I think that moving this 
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legislation beyond the hearing stage would be highly ill-advised, and I 

will resiSt any move to do so. 

Thank you. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. This momin~ we have two very valuable Mem­
bers of Congress who will be testifying first. I would remind all wit­
nesses that they should summarize their statements. Your full 
written statements will be made part of the record, which will be 
open for 2 weeks. 

At this time I would ask unanimous consent that the bills, back­
grounds and section-by-section analysis be made part of the record. 

[Text of the bills and background follow:] 
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103nCONGRESS H R 4228 
2D SESSION • • 

To extend Federal recognition to the United Auburn Indian Community 
of the Auburn Rancheria of California . 

• 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APRIL 14, 1994 

Mr. MILLER of California (for himself, Mr. DOOLITTLE, and Mr. RICHARD· 
SOli:) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee 
on Natural Resources · 

A BILL 
To extend Federal recognition to the United Auburn Indian 

Community of the Auburn Rancheria of California. 

1 Be it enacted by t'M Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives oft'M United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 This Act may be cited as the "Auburn Indian Res-

5 toration Act". 

6 SEC. 2. RESTORATION OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION, RIGHTS, 

7 AND PRIVILEGES. 

8 (a) FEDERAL RECOGNITION.-Notwithstanding any 

9 provision of law, Federal recognition is hereby extended 

10 to the Tribe. Except as ·otherwise provided in this Act, 
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2 

1 all laws and regulations of general application to Indians 

2 or nations, tribes, or bands of Indians that are not incon-

3 sistent with any specific provision of this Act shall be ap-

4 plicable to the Tribe and its members. 

5 (b) RESTORATION OF RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES.-

6 Except as provided in subsection (d), all rights and privi-

7 leges of the Tribe and its members under any Federal 

8 treaty, Executive order, agreement, or statute, or under 

9 any other authority which were diminished or lost under 

10 the Act of August 18, 1958 (Public Law 85-671), are 

11 hereby restored and the provisions of such Act shall be 

12 inapplicable to the Tribe and its members after the date 

13 of enactment of this Act. 

14 (c) FEDERAL SERVICES AND BENEFITS.-Notwith-

15 standing any other provision of law and without regard 

16 to the existence of a reservation, the Tribe and its mem-

17 hers shall be eligible, on and after the date of enactment 

18 of this Act, for all Federal services and benefits furnished 

19 to federally recognized Indian tribes or their members. In 

20 the case of Federal services available to members of feder-

21 ally recognized Indian tribes residing on a reservation, 

22 members of the Tribe residing in the Tribe's service area 

23 shall be deemed to be residing on a reservation. Notwith-

24 standing any other provision of law, the Tribe shall be con-

25 sidered an Indian tribe for the purpose of the Indian Trib-

•HR 4228 IH 
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3 

1 al Governmental Tax Status Act of 1982 (26 U.S.C. 

2 7871). 

3 (d) HUNTING, FISHING, TRAPPING, .AND WATER 

4 RIGHTS.-Nothing in this Act shall expand, reduce, or af-

5 feet in any manner any hunting, fishing, trapping, gather-

6 ing, or water right of the Tribe and its members. 

7 (e) INDIAN REORGANIZATION ACT APPLICABILITY.-

8 The Act of June 18, 1934 (25 U.S.C. 461 et seq.), shall 

9 be applicable to the Tribe and its members. 

10 (f) CERTAIN RIGHTS NOT ALTERED.-Except as spe­

ll cifically provided in this Act, nothing in this Act shall alter 

12 any property right or obligation, any contractual right or 

13 obligation, or any obligation for taxes levied. 

14 SEC. 3. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

15 (a) PLAN FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.-The Sec-

16 retary shall-

17 (1) enter into negotiations with the governing 

18 body of the Tribe with respect to establishing a plan 

19 for economic development for the Tribe; 

20 (2) in accordance with this section and not later 

21 than 2 years after the adoption of a tribal constitu-

22 tion as provided in section 8, develop such a plan; 

23 and 
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4 

1 (3) upon the approval of such plan by the gov-

2 erning body of the Tribe, submit such plan to the 

3 Congress. 

4 (b) RESTRICTIONS.-Any proposed transfer of real 

5 property contained in the plan developed by the Secretary 

6 under subsection (a) shall be consistent with the require-

7 ments of section 4. 

8 SEC. 4. TRANSFER OF L.t\ND TO BE HELD IN TRUST. 

9 (a) LANDS To BE TAKEN IN TRUST.-The Secretary 

10 shall accept any real property located in Placer County, 

11 California, for the benefit of the Tribe if conveyed or oth-

12 envise transferred to the Secretary if, at the time of such 

13 conveyance or transfer, there are no adverse legal claims 

14 on such property, including outstanding liens, mortgages, 

15 or taxes owed. The Secretary may accept any additional 

16 acreage in the Tribe's service area pursuant to the author-

17 ity of the Secretary under the Act of June 18, 1934 (25 

18 U.S.C. 461 et seq.). 

19 (b) FORMER TRUST LANDS OF THE AUBURN 

20 RA.'WHERIA.-Subject to the conditions specified in this 

21 section, real property eligible for trust status under this 

22 section shall include fee land held by the White Oak Ridge 

23 Association, Indian owned fee land held communally pur-

24 suant to the distribution plan prepared and approved by 

25 the Bureau of Indian Affairs on August 13, 1959, and 

•IlK 4228 IH 
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5 

1 Indian owned fee land held by persons listed as 

2 distributees or dependent members in such distribution 

3 plan or such distributees' or dependent members' Indian 

4 heirs or successors in interest. 

5 (c) LAI\'DS TO BE PART OF THE RESERVATION.-

6 Subject to the conditions imposed by this section, any real 

7 property conveyed or transferred under this section shall 

8 be taken in the name of the United States in trust for 

9 the Tribe or, as applicable, an individual member of the 

10 Tribe, and shall be part of the Tribe's reservation. 

11 (d) LANDS To BE NONTAXABLE.-Any real property 

12 conveyed or transferred to the Secretary and taken into 

13 trust for the benefit of the Tribe under this section shall 

14 be exempt from all local, State, and Federal taxation as 

15 of the date of such transfer. 

16 SEC. 5. CRIMINAL AND CIVIL JURISDICTION. 

17 The State shall exercise criminal and civil jurisdiction 

18 within the boundaries of the reservation in accordance 

19 with section 1162 of title 18, United States Code, and sec-

20 tion 1360 of title 28, United States Code, respectively. 

21 Retrocession of such jurisdiction may be obtained pursu-

22 ant to section 403 of the Act of April 11, 1968 (28 U.S.C. 

23 1360 note). 

•HR 4228 IH 
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6 

1 SEC. 6. MEMBERSHIP ROLLS. 

2 (a) COMPILATION OF TRIBAL MEMBERSHIP RoLL.-

3 Within 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, 

4 the Secretary shall, after consultation with the Tribe, com-

5 pile a membership roll of the Tribe. 

6 (b) CRITERIA FOR ENROLLMENTS.-(1) Until a trib-

7 al constitution is adopted pursuant to section 8, an indi-

8 vidual shall be placed on the membership roll if the indi-

9 vidual is living, is not an enrolled member of another fed-

10 erally recognized Indian tribe, is of United Auburn Indian 

11 Community ancestry, possesses at least one-eighth or 

12 more oflndian blood quantum, and if-

13 (A) the individual's name was listed on the Au-

14 burn Indian Rancheria distribution roll compiled and 

15 approved by the Bureau of Indian Affairs on August 

16 13, 1959, pursuant to Public Law 85-671; 

17 (B) the individual was not listed on, but met 

18 the requirements that had to be met to be listed on, 

19 the Auburn Indian Rancheria distribution list com-

20 piled and approved by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 

21 on August 13, 1959, pursuant to Public Law 85-

22 671; or 

23 (C) the individual is a lineal descendant of an 

24 individual, living or dead, identified in subparagraph 

25 (A) or (B). 

•HR 4228 IH 
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1 (2) After adoption of a tribal constitution pursuant 

2 to section 8, such tribal constitution shall govern member-

3 ship in the Tribe, except that in addition to meeting any 

4 other criteria imposed in such tribal constitution, any per-

5 son added to the membership roll shall be of United Au-

6 burn Indian Community ancestry and shall not be a mem-

7 ber of another federally recognized Indian tribe. 

8 (c) CONCLUSIVE PROOF OF UNITED AUBURN INDIAN 

9 COMMUNITY ANCESTRY.-For the purpose of subsection 

10 (b), the Secretary shall accept any available evidence es-

11 tablishing United Auburn Indian Community ancestry. 

12 The Secretary shall accept as conclusive evidence of Unit-

13 ed Auburn Indian Community ancestry information con-

14 tained in the Auburn Indian Rancheria distribution list 

15 compiled by the Bureau of Indian Affairs on August 13, 

16 1959. 

17 SEC. 7. INTERIM GOVERNMENT. 

18 Until a new tribal constitution and bylaws are adopt-

19 ed and become effective under section 8, the Tribe's gov-

20 erning body shall be an Interim Council. Tl1e initial mem-

21 bership of the Interim Council shall consist of the mem-

22 bers of the Executive Council of the 'rribe on the date 

23 of the enactment of this Act, and the Interim Council shall 

24 continue to operate in the manner prescribed for the Exec-

25 utive Council under the tribal constitution adopted July 
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1 20, 1991. Any nPw members filling vacancies on the In-

2 terim council shall meet the enrollment criteria set forth 

3 ir. section 6(b) and be elected in the same manner as are 

4 Executive Council members under the tribal constitution 

5 adopted July 20, 1991. 

6 SEC. 8. TRIBAL CONSTITUTION. 

7 (a) ELECTION; TIME AND PROCEDURE.-Upon the 

8 completion of the tribal membership roll under section 

9 6(a) and upon the written request of the Interim Council, 

10 the Secretary shall conduct, by secret ballot, an election 

11 for the purpose of adopting a constitution and bylaws for 

12 the Tribe. The election shall be held according to section 

13 16 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (25 U.S.C. 476), except 

14 that absentee balloting shall be permitted regardless of 

15 voter residence. 

16 (b) ELECTION OF TRIBAL OFFICIALS; PROCE-

17 DURES.-Not later than 120 da;ys after the 'l'ribe adopts 

18 a constitution and bylaws under subsection (a), the Sec-

19 retary shall conduct an election by secret ballot for the 

20 purpose of electing tribal officials as provided in such trib-

21 al constitution. Such election shall be conducted according 

22 to the procedures specified in subsection (a) except to the 

23 extent that such procedures conflict with the tribal con-

24 stitution. 

•HR 4228 m 
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l SEC. 9. DEFINITIONS. 

2 For purposes of this Act: 

· 3 (1) The term "Tribe" means the United Au-

4 burn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria of 

5 California. 

6 (2) The term "Secretary" means the Secretary 

7 of the Interior. 

8 (3) The term "Interim Council" means the gov-

9. erning body of the Tribe specified in section 7. 

10 {4) The term "member" means those persons 

11 meeting the enrollment criteria under section 6(b). 

12 (5) The term "State" means the State of Cali-

13 fornia. 

14 (6) The term "reservation" means those lands 

15 acquired and held in trust by the Secretary for the 

16 benefit of the Tribe pursuant to section 4. 

17 (7) The term "service area" means the counties 

18 of Placer, Nevada, Yuba, Sutter, El Dorado, and 

19 Sacramento, in the State of California. 

20 SEC. 10. REGULATIONS. 

21 The Secretary may promulgate such regulations as 

22 may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act. 

0 



22 

SBCTIO. 1. SHORT TITLB. 

Section 1 cites the short title as the "Auburn Indian 
Restoration Act". 

SBCTIO. 2. 
IIRIVILBQBS. 

Subsection (a) provides that Federal recognition is extended 
to the Tribe, and all laws of general application to Indians shall 
apply to the tribe and its meabers. 

Subsection (b) provides that all rights and privileges of the 
Tribe under Federal law which were diainished or lost under the 
termination act of 1958 are restored and the provisions of the 1958 
Act are inapplicable to the Tribe after enactment. 

Subsection (c) provides that the Tribe and its meabers shall 
be eligible for all Federal services provided to Federally 
recognized tribes after enactment, and members living in the 
Tribe's service area shall be deemed to be residing on the 
reservation. The Indian Tribal Governmental Tax Status Act of 1982 
shall apply to the Tribe. 

Subsection (d) provides that nothing in this Act expands or 
reduces hunting, fishing, gathering or water rights of the Tribe or 
its aembers. 

Subsection (e) provides that the Indian Reorganization Act 
shall apply to the Tribe. 

Subsection (f) provides that nothing in this Act alters any 
property or contractual right or obligation, or any obligation for 
taxes levied. 

SBCTIO. 3 • BCO:.OIIIC DBVBLOliUII'I'. 

Subsection (a) provides that the secretary shall (1) negotiate 
with the Tribe with respect to establishing a plan for economic 
development; (2) develop such a plan not later than 2 years after 
adoption of a tribal constitution; and (3) submit the plan to 
congress. 

Subsection (b) provides that any proposed transfer of real 
property in the plan shall be consistent with Section 4. 

SIIC'.l'IO. 4 • 'fltDSna or LUID TO BB DLD 1• 'I'RUS'I'. 

Subsection (a) provides that the Secretary shall accept real 
property into trust for the tribe in Placer County, California, 
provided there are no adverse legal claias on the land; and the 
Secretary aay also accept land into trust that is within the 
Tribe's service area pursuant to the Indian Reorganization Act. 
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Subsection (b) provides that co111111unally held lands held by the 
White Oak Ridge Association and Indian owned fee land shall be 
eligible for trust status. 

Subsection (c) provides that real property transferred to the 
secretary for the Tribe shall be part of the Tribes's reservation. 

Subsection (d) provides that any real property transferred to 
the secretary and taken into trust for the tribe shall be exempt 
from taxation. 

BJKl'l':tOII 5. CRDI:tDL &liD CriZL JVIliBD:tC'r:tOII. 

Section five provides that the State shall exercise 
jurisdiction pursuant to P.L. 83-280. 

BJIC'r:tO• '• JCUBI!IRSJliP ROLLS. 

subsection (a) provides that within a year of enactment, the 
Secretary shall compile a meabership roll in consultation with the 
Tribe. 

Subsection (b) (1) provides that until the constitution is 
adopted, an individual shall be placed on a membership roll if they 
are living, not a member of another tribe, are of Auburn Indian 
ancestry, possesses one-eighth or more Indian blood quantum and 
(A) their name is on the 1959 distribution roll, (B) they were not 
on the 1959 roll but were eligible, or (C) the person is a lineal 
descendant of an individual on the 1959 roll. Subsection (b) (2) 
provides that after the constitution is adopted it shall govern 
tribal membership, and Auburn members may not be members of other 
tribes. 

Subsection (c) provides that the secretary shall accept any 
available evidence establishing Auburn Indian ancestry, and 
information contained in the 1959 distribution list shall be 
conclusive evidence. 

BI!IC'riO. 7 • IJI'l'I!IRDI GOVIIJUDIBII'l' • 

Section seven provides that until a constitution and bylaws 
are adopted, the Interim Council shall be the governing body of the 
Tribe. Tbe ...cera of the Interim Council shall be the Executive 
council of the Tribe pursuant to its 1991 constitution. 

81!1C'r:to• a. 'flu:BAL co•&'l'I'l'UTIO •• 

Subsection (a) provides that upon the completion of the tribal 
roll and upon the written request of the Interim Council, the 
Secretary shall conduct an election to adopt a constitution and 
bylaws for the Tribe pursuant to the Indian Reorganization Act. 

Subsection (b) provides that within 120 days after the Tribe 
adopts a constitution, the Secretary shall conduct an election of 
tribal officials pursuant to the constitution. 
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SBCTXOM I. DB~XMITIOM8. 

Section nine provides definitions for terms used in the Act. 

section ten provides that the Secretary may promulqate 
requlations to carry out the provisions of the Act. 
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103n CONGRESS H R 3605 
1ST SESSION • • 

To provide Federal recognition of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of 
Alabama. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

NOVE!IffiER 21, 1993 

Mr. HILLL\RD introduced the following biD; which was referred to the 
Committee on Natural Resources 

A BILL 
To provide Federal recognition of the Mowa Band of 

Choctaw Indians of Alabama. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tit>es of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 This Act may be cited as the "Mowa Band of Choc-

5 taw Indians Recognition Act". 

6 SEC. 2. FEDERAL RECOGNITION. 

7 Federal recognition is hereby extended to the Mowa 

8 Band of Choctaw Indians of Alabama. All Federal laws 

9 of general application to Indians and Indian tribes shall 
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1 apply with respect to the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians 

2 of Alabama. 

3 SEC. 3. RESTORATION OF RIGHTS. 

4 (a) All rights and privileges of the Mowa Band of 

5 Choctaw Indians which may have been abrogated or di-

6 minished before the date of enactment of this Act by rea-

7 son of any provision of Federal law that terminated Fed-

8 eral recognition of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians 

9 of Alabama are hereby restored and such Federal law shall 

10 no longer apply with respect to the Band or the members 

11 of the Band. 

12 (b) Under the treaties entered into by the ancestors 

13 of the Mowa Band of Choctaws, all historical tribal lands 

14 were ceded to the United States. Congress does hereby ap-

15 prove and ratify such cession effective as of the date of 

16 the s'aid cession and said cession shall be regarded as an 

17 extinguishment of all interest of the Mowa Band of Choc-

18 taws, if any, in said lands as of the date of the cession. 

19 By virtue of the approval and ratification of the cession 

20 of said lands, all claims against the United States, any 

21 State or subdivision thereof, or any other person or entity, 

22 by the Mowa Band of Choctaws, including but not limited 

23 to, claims for trespass damages or claims for use and occu-

24 pancy, arising subsequent to the cession and that are 

25 based upon any interest in or right involving such land, 

•BR MOll m 
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1 shall be regarded as extinguished as of the date of the 

2 cession. 

3 (c) The Mowa Band of Choctaws has no historical 

4 land claim and cannot, and shall not utilize its Federal 

5 recognition as provided by this Act to assert any historical 

6 land claim. As used herein, "historical land claim" means 

7 a claim to land based upon a contention that the Mowa 

8 Band of Choctaws, or its ancestors, were the native inhab-

9 itants of such land or based upon the Mowa Band of Choc-

10 taws' status as native Americans or based upon the Mowa 

11 Band of Choctaws' Federal recognition as provided by this 

12 Act. 

13 (d) Except as otherwise specifically provided in sec-

14 tion 4 or any other provision of this Act, nothing in this 

15 Act may be construed as altering or affecting-

16 ( 1) any rights or obligations with respect to 

17 property, 

18 (2) any rights or obligations under any con-

19 tract, or 

20 (3) any obligation to pay a tax levied before the 

21 date of enactment of this Act. 

22 SEC. 4. LANDS. 

23 (a) All legal rights, title, and interests in lands that 

24 are held by the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Ala-

25 bama on the date of enactment of this Act are hereby 

•HR 3605 m 
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1 transferred to the United States in trust for the use and 

2 benefit of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Alabama. 

3 (b)(l) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 

4 the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Alabama shall 

5 transfer to the Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary 

6 of the Interior shall accept on behalf of the United States, 

7 any interest in lands acquired by such Band after the date 

8 of enactment of this Act. Such lands shall be held by the 

9 United States in trust for the benefit of the l\'lowa Band 

10 of Choctaw Indians of Alabama. 

11 (2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 

12 Attorney General of the United States shall approve any 

13 deed or other instrument used to make a conveyance 

14 under paragraph (1). 

15 (c) Any lands held in trust by the United States for 

16 the benefit of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Ala-

17 bama by reason of this section shall constitute the reserva-

18 tion of such Band. 

19 (d) The Congress finds that the provisions of this sec-

20 tion are enacted at the request of the Mowa Band of Choc-

21 taw Indians of Alabama and are in the best interests of 

22 such Band. 

23 SEC. I. SERVICES. 

24 The Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Alabama, and 

25 the members of such Band, shall be eligible for all services 

•IIR MOGIB 
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1 and benefits that are provided by the Federal Government 

2 to Indians because of their status as federally recognized 

3 Indians and, notwithstanding any other provision of law, 

4 such services and benefits shall be provided after the date 

5 of enactment of this Act to the Band, and to the members 

6 of the Band, without regard to the existence of a reserva-

7 tion for the Band or the location of the residence of any 

8 member of the Band on or near any Indian reservation. 

9 SEC. 6. CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS. 

10 (a) The )Iowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Alabama 

11 may organize for its common welfare and adopt a constitu-

12 tion and bylaws in accordance with regulations prescribed 

13 by the Secretary of the Interior. The Secretary of the Inte-

14 rior shall offer to assist the Band in drafting a constitu-

15 tion and bylaws for the Band. 

16 (b) Any constitution, bylaws, or amendments to the 

17 constitution or bylaws that are adopted by the Mowa Band 

18 of Choctaw Indians of Alabama shall take effect only after 

19 such constitution, bylaws, or amendments are filed with 

20 the Secretary of the Interior. 

21 SEC. 7. MEMBERSHIP. 

22 (a) Until a constitution for the Mows Band of Choc-

23 taw Indians of Alabama is adopted, the membership of 

24 the Band shall consist of every individual who-

•HR 36011 m 
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1 (1) is named in the tribal membership roll that 

2 is in effect on the date of enactment of this Act, or 

3 (2) is a descendant of any individual described 

4 in paragraph ( 1). 

5 (b) After the adoption of a constitution by the Mowa 

6 Band of Choctaw Indians of Alabama, the membership of 

7 the Band shall be determined in accordance with the terms 

8 of such constitution or any bylaws adopted under such 

9 constitution. 

10 SEC. 8. REGULATIONS. 

11 The Secretary of the Interior shall prescribe such reg-

12 ulations as may be necessary to carry out the purposes 

13 of this Act. 

0 
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B.R.4ll8 
THE AUBUJlN INDIAN RESTORATION ACT 

H.R. 4228 is the Auburn Indian Restoration Act and is sponsored by Chairman 
Miller. The bill is co-sponsored by Representative Doolittle and Representative Richardson, 
the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Native American Affairs. 

This bill restores the rights and privileges of Indian tn'bes to the United Auburn 
Indian Community. This Indian tnbe was terminated by Congress under the Act of August 
18, 1958 (P.L. 85-671). . 

The policy of terminating Indian tn'bes during the 1950's was a dismal failure. The 
termination policy simply meant severing the Federal trust responsibility which flows from 
the United States to Indian tnbes. Although this trust relationship was promised to last into 
perpetuity through treaties and statutes, during the 1950's the Congress unilaterally 
determined that it would end the trust relationship between the Federal government and 
several Indian tribes. The Auburn Rancheria was terminated under a 1958 Act which ended 
the trust relationship with forty one California Rancherias. 

The results of the Federal termination policy were increased poverty and despair 
among terminated tnbes. Many tnbal members were forced on to siate welfare rolls. 
Others relocated from tnballands, were dispersed and ceased to act as tnbes. 

In 1973, the Menominee Tnbe of Wisconsin which had been terminated, petitioned 
the Congress for restoration. Because these tnbes were terminated by statute, legislative 
restoration was the only way to restore the Federal trust responsibility. The fight to restore 
Menominee was led successfully by Ada Deer who today is the Assistant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs at the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Since Ada Deer and the Menominee led the way twenty years ago. almost all of the 
approximately one hundred twenty terminated tn'bes have been restored. 

The Catawba of South Carolina were restored by statute last year. There are still 
several tnbe~ who remain terminated. The restoration of the California Rancherias will truly 
signal an end to the unfortunate termination era. 
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S.282 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 11, 1994 

RefeiTed to the Committee on Natural Resourees 

AN ACT 
To provide Federal recognition of the Mowa Band of 

Choctaw Indians of Alabama. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 SHORT TITLE 

4 SECTION 1. This Act may be cited as the "Mowa 

5 Band of Choctaw Indians Recognition Act". 
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1 FEDERAL RECOGNITION 

2 SEC. 2. Federal recognition is hereby extended to the 

3 Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Alabama. All Federal 

4 laws of general application to Indians and Indian tribes 

5 shall apply with respect to the Mowa Band of Choctaw 

6 Indians of Alabama. 

7 RESTORATION OF RIGHTS 

8 SEC. 3. (a) All rights and privileges of the Mowa 

9 Band of Choctaw Indians which may have been abrogated 

10 or diminished before the date of enactment of this Act by 

11 reason of any provision of Federal law that terminated 

12 Federal recognition of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians 

13 of Alabama are hereby restored and such Federal law shall 

14 no longer apply with respect to the Band or the members 

15 of the Band. 

16 (b) Under the treaties entered into by the ancestors 

17 of the Mowa Band of Choctaws, all historical tribal lands 

18 were ceded to the United States. Congress does hereby ap-

19 prove and ratify such cession effective as of the date of 

20 the said cession and said cession shall be regarded as an 

21 extinguishment of all interest of the Mowa Band of Choc-

22 taws, if any, in said lands as of the date of the cession. 

23 By virtue of the approval and ratification of the cession 

24 of said lands, all claims against the United States, any 

25 State or subdivision thereof, or any other person or entity, 

26 by the Mowa Band of Choctaws, including but not limited 

•S 282 RFH 
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1 to, claims for trespass damages or claims for use and occu-

2 pancy, arising subsequent to the cession and that are 

3 based upon any interest in or right involving such land, 

4 shall be regarded as extinguished as of the date of the 

5 cession. 

6 (c) The Mowa Band of Choctaws has no historical 

7 land claim and cannot, and shall not utilize its Federal 

8 recognition as provided by this Act to assert any historical 

9 land claim. As used herein, "historical land claim" means 

10 a claim to land based upon a contention that the Mowa 

11 Band of Choctaws, or its ancestors, were the native inhab-

12 itants of such land or based upon the Mowa Band of Choc-

13 taws' status as native Americans or based upon the Mowa 

14 Band of Choctaws' Federal recognition as provided by this 

15 Act. 

16 (d) Except as otherwise specifically provided in sec-

17 tion 4 or any other provision of this Act, nothing in this 

18 Act may be construed as altering or affecting-

19 (1) any rights or obligations with respect to 

20 property, 

21 (2) any rights or obligations under any con-

22 _ tract, or 

23 (3) any obligation to pay a tax levied before the 

24 date of enactment of this Act. 

•8 282 RFH 
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LANDS 

2 SEC. 4. (a) All legal rights, title, and interests in 

3 lands that are held by the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians 

4 of Alabama on the date of enactment of this Act are here-

5 by transfert·ed to the United States in trust for the use 

6 and benefit of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of 

7 Alabama. 

8 (b)(l) Nohvithstanding any other provision of law, 

9 the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Alabama shall 

10 transfer to the Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary 

11 of the Interior shall accept on behalf of the United States, 

12 any interest in lands acquired by such Band after the date 

13 of enactment of this Act. Such lands shall be held by the 

14 U ni.ted States in trust for the benefit of the lVIowa Band 

15 of Choctaw Indians of Alabama. 

16 (2) Nohvithstanding any other provision of law, the 

17 Attorney General of the United States shall approve any 

18 deed or other instrument used to make a conveyance 

19 under paragraph ( 1). 

20 (c) Any lands held in trust by the United States for 

21 the benefit of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Ala-

22 bama by reason of this section shall constitute the reserva-

23 tion of such Band. 

24 (d) The Congress finds that the provisions of this sec-

25 tion are enacted at the request of the Mowa Band of Choc-

•8 28Z RFH 
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1 taw Indians of Alabama and are in the best interests of 

2 such Band. 

3 SERVICES 

4 SEC. 5. The Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Ala-

5 bama, and the members of such Band, shall be eligible 

6 for all services and benefits that are provided by the Fed-

7 eral Government to Indians because of their status as fed-

8 erally recognized Indians and, notwithstanding any other 

9 provision of law, such services and benefits shall be pro-

10 vided after the date of enactment of this Act to the Band, 

11 and to the members of the Band, without regard to the 

12 existence of a reservation for the Band or the location of 

13 the residence of any member of the Band on or near any 

14 Indian reservation. 

15 CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

16 SEC. 6. (a) The Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of 

17 Alabama may organize for its common welfare and adopt 

18 a constitution and bylaws in accordance with regulations 

19 prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior. The Secretary 

20 of the Interior shall offer to assist the Band in drafting 

21 a constitution and bylaws for the Band. 

22 (b) Any constitution, bylaws, or amendments to the 

23 constitution or bylaws that are adopted by the Mowa Band 

24 of Choctaw Indians of Alabama shall take effect only after 

25 such constitution, bylaws, or amendments are filed with 

26 the Secretary of the Interior . 

.a sa RFH 
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1 MEMBERSffiP. 

2 SEc. 7. (a) Until a constitution for the Mowa Band 

3 of Choctaw Indians of Alabama is adopted, the member-

4 ship of the Band shall consist of every individual who--

5 (1) is named in the tribal membership roll that 

6 is in effect on the date of enactment of this Act, or 

7 (2) is a descendant of any individual described 

8 in paragraph (1). 

9 (b) Mter the adoption of a constitution by the Mowa 

10 Band of Choctaw Indians of Alabama, the membership of 

11 the Band shall be determined in accordance with the terms 

12 of such constitution or any bylaws adopted under such 

13 constitution. 

14 REGULATIONS 

15 SEC. 8. The Secretary of the Interior shall prescribe 

16 such regulations as may be necessary to carry out the pur-

17 poses of this Act. 

Passed the Senate March 10 (legislative day, Feb­

ruary 22), 1994. 

Attest: WALTER J. STEWART, 

Secretary. 
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8BOTXOH-BY-SBCTXO. AKALYSXS 0~ 8. 282 

~BCTIOH 1. Section one provides that the Act may be cited as 
the "Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians Recognition Act." 

SBCTIO• 2. Section two provides that Federal recognition is 
extended to the Mowa Choctaws and Federal laws of general 
application to Indian tribes shall apply to the Mowa Band. 

SBCTIO• 3. Subsection (a) provides that all riqhts and 
privileqes of the Mowa Choctaw which may have been abrogated or 
diminished by reason of any Federal law that terminated Federal 
recognition are hereby restored. 

Subsection (b) provides that all claims which the Mowa have 
aqainst the United States regarding land cessions are extinguished, 
and all treaties which ceded land to the United States from the 
Mowa Band are approved and ratified by the Congress. 

Subsection (c) provides that the Mowa have no "historical land 
claim." 

Subsection (d) provides that nothing in this Act may be 
construed as altering or affecting (1) any rights or obligations 
with respect to property; (2) any rights or obligations under any 
contract; (3) any obligation to pay a tax levied prior to 
enactment. 

SBCTio• 4. Subsection (a) provides that all lands held by the 
Mowa on the date of enactment are transferred to the United states 
in trust for the Mowa Band. 

Subsection (b) provides (l) that the Mowa Band shall transfer 
to the Secretary of Interior any interest in lands acquired after 
enactment, and such lands shall be held in trust for the Mowa Band; 
and (2) the Attorney General· of the United States shall approve any 
deed or other instrument used to make such a conveyance. 

Subsection (c) provides that any lands held in trust for the 
Mowa Band shall constitute its reservation. 

Subsection (d) provides that the provisions of this section 
are enacted at the request of the Mowa Choctaw and are in the Lest 
interest of the Band. 

S:ICTIOB 5. Section five provides that the Mowa Bad of Choctaw 
shall be eligible for all services and benefits provided by the 
Federal qovernaent to Indians because of their status as Indians, 
and such services shall be provided after enactment without regard 
to the existence of a reservation or the residence of any Band 
member. 

SBC'l'IOB •· Subsection (a) provides that the Mowa Choctaw may 
organize and adopt a constitution in accordance with regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of Interior, and the Secretary shall 
offer to assist the Band in drafting a constitution and bylaws for 
the Band. 
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subsection (b) provides that any constitution, bylaws or 
amendments thereto shall take effect only after filinq the 
documents with the Secretary. 

SBCTIO• 7. Subsection (a) provides that until a constitution 
is adopted the membership shall consist of individuals (10 named in 
the tribal .. mbership roll which will be effective upon enactment, 
or (2) is a descendant of an individual of the membership roll. 

Subsection (b) provides that after the adoption of the 
constitution, the mellll:!ership shall be determined under the terms of 
the constitution and bylaws. 

SBOTIO. •· Section eight provides that the Secretary shall 
prescribe such requlations necessary to carry out the purposes of 
this Act. 
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BAC~GROUWD OB 8. 282 ABO B.a. 3'05 
TD ICOWA BARD OP CHOCTAW IlmiU8 USTORATIOH ACT 

The Mowa Band of Choctaw is located in Mobile and Washington 
Counties in the state of Alabama. The Band has approximately 3, 500 
members. The Band asserts that its members are the descendants of 
the Choctaw signatories to the 1830 Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 
Specifically, under Article 14 of that Treaty those members of the 
Choctaw Nation who chose not to emigrate West could choose to 
remain in Alabama and Mississippi. The Treaty also stated that 
"each person who elected to stay would retain their citizenship in 
the Choctaw Nation but would not share in the annuity." 

The Mowa Band asserts that the State of Alabama first 
recognized the rights of the Choctaws in Alabama in 1832 in an Act 
that exempted them from State taxation and permitted them to live 
under their own laws and customs. In 1836, 1853, 1881 and 1902, 
the Mowa Band of Choctaw petitioned Congress to provide for better 
treatment of the small Alabama tribe. The Dawes Commission at the 
turn of the Century identified some of the Mowa Band as members of 
the Choctaw Nation and eligible for allotments. 

In the 1960's and 1970's a formal tribal council was tormed 
for the Mowa Band. In 1976, the American Indian Policy Review 
Commission described the Choctaws in Mobile and Washington Counties 
as a "non-recognized tribe". In 1979, the Governor of Alabama 
signed into law a bill recoqnizing the historical rights to 
sovereignty of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians. In 1980, the 
Band began to receive funds from the United States Department of 
Education to operate Indian education proqrams. 

S. 282 and H.R. 3605 are bills to provide full Federal 
recognition to the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. AB I was mentioning, we have two very valu­
able Members of Congress, the Honorable John Doolittle, who is a 
U.S. Congressman, California 4th District, a member of our com­
mittee, and the Honorable Earl Hilliard, U.S. Congressman, Ala­
bama 7th District, a very active and successful member of the 
freshman class who with great passion has talked to me about the 
injustice that he feels has been done to the Mowa Band of Choctaw 
Indians, and for this reason we have, on a very fast track basis, 
agreed to do this hearing. 

To the Honorable John Doolittle, let me say that as a cosponsor 
of your bill, and as the chairman too, we recognize that this is a 
priority for you. We welcome you this morning, and we would in­
vite you to proceed. 

STATEMENT OF BON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE, A REPRESENTA­
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Mr. DOOLITI'LE. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much. And let me 

mention at the outset how much I appreciate the support of you 
and your staff in securing the appropriate administrative recogni­
tion of the lone Band, which was a very thorny issue and which 
has been finally successfully completed. 

I appreciate the opportunity to testify before this committee 
today in support of H.R. 4228, the Auburn Indian Restoration Act, 
which, as you mentioned, I am an original cosponsor. AB the mem­
bers of the committee know, this legislation would restore Federal 
recognition to the United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn 
Rancheria located in my congressional district. This tribe was ter­
minated by Congress in 1958. 

H.R. 4228 has the full support of both the city and the county 
in which the tribe is located. And furthermore, the Administration 
supports this legislation. In fact, I am aware of no opposition to the 
legislation. 

Today, this committee will hear from Ms. Robyn Cayton and Mr. 
Ed Tabor, of the Auburn Indian Community, who, I believe, will 
provide more than adequate justification for restoring recognition 
to the tribe. On their behalf and on behalf of all the members of 
the Auburn Indian Community, I wish to thank you, Mr. Chair­
man, the members of your committee and your staff for moving this 
important legislation quickly through the process. 

[Prepared statement of Mr. Doolittle follows:] 
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STATEMENT OF THE 
HONORABLE JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 

BEFORE THE HOUSE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

MAY 17, 1994 

MR. CHAIRMAN, I APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TESTIFY BEFORE THIS 
COMMITTEE TODAY IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 4228, THE AUBURN INDIAN 
RESTORATION ACT OF WHICH I AM AN ORIGINAL COSPONSOR. 

AS THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE KNOW, THIS LEGISLATION WOULD 
RESTORE FEDERAL RECOGNITION TO THE UNITED AUBURN INDIAN COMMUNITY 
OF THE AUBURN RANCHERIA, LOCATED IN MY CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 
THE TRIBE WAS TERMINATED BY CONGRESS IN 1958. 

H.R. 4226 HAS THE FULL SUPPORT OF BOTH THE CITY AND COUNTY IN 
WHICH THE TRIBE IS LOCATED. FURTHERMORE, THE ADMINISTRATION 
SUPPORTS THIS LEGISLATION. IN FACT, I KNOW OF NO OPPOSITION TO 
H.R. 4228. 

TODAY, THIS COMMITTEE WILL HEAR FROM MS. ROBYN CAYTON AND MR. ED 
TABOR OF THE AUBURN INDIAN COMMUNITY WHO, I BELIEVE, WILL PROVIDE 
MORE THAN ADEQUATE JUSTIFICATION FOR RESTORING RECOGNITION TO THE 
TRIBE. 

ON THEIR BEHALF AND ON THE BEHALF OF ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE 
AUBURN INDIAN COMMUNITY, I WANT TO THANK YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN, THE 
MEMBERS OF YOUR COMMITTEE, AND YOUR STAFF FOR MOVING THIS 
IMPORTANT LEGISLATION QUICKLY THROUGH THE PROCESS. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. The chair recognizes and welcomes a distin­
guished new member from Alabama, the Honorable Earl Hilliard. 

STATEMENT OF HON. EARL F. HD..LIARD, A REPRESENTATIVE 
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

Mr. HILLIARD. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. And to you 
and members of the committee I am very appreciative of the fact 
that you are holding this hearing today. Now, of course, I appre­
ciate also that my testimony will entered into the record. 

Mr. Chairman, as you stated, I am a freshman to this Congress. 
I am a freshman to this process. However, I am appalled at the fact 
that since 1985 a bill has been introduced to get recognition for the 
Mowa Band of Indians and it has not happened. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs of the Department of Interior has 
had this period of time to investigate the facts involved and to 
make a determination. Failing to do so makes a mockery of our 
system, and I do not think that this is the way that democracy 
ought to operate. 

Mr. Chairman, I just want to indicate to this committee that 
there are two bills pending at this time, the one that I have intro­
duced and Senate bill 282, which has been passed already by the 
Senate and is one which I would like for this committee to con­
sider, mainly because of the fact that I am interested in this bill 
becoming law. I am interested because I feel that justice has not 
been served because of the length of time that this committee-! 
am sorry-the length of time tliat the Mowas have had trying to 
receive recognition. 

I also would like to indicate that I served in the Alabama legisla­
ture for 18 years. Part of that time a bill came seeking recognition. 
The Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians received recognition from the 
State of Alabama and they have been receiving certain benefits 
that the State of Alabama has offered. And I would like for Con­
gress to join in. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I would just like to make those statements 
and ask that my statement be submitted into the record. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Without objection. And I thank the gentleman 
for his very eloquent statement. 

[Prepared statement of Mr. Hilliard follows:] 
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MR. CHAIRMAN. FIRST OF ALL, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR 
HOLDING THIS HEARING TODAY. I AM HERE ON BEHALF OF THE MOWA 
BAND OF THE CHOCTAW INDIANS TO ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN ALLOWING 
THE COMPLETE FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF THIS TRIBE. REPORTING S. 
2B2, THE MOWA BAND OF THE CHOCTAW INDIANS RECOGNITION ACT, OUT 
OF YOUR SUBCOMMITTEE IS A FIRST STEP IN THAT DIRECTION. s. 282, 
INTRODUCED BY SENATORS RICHARD SHELBY AND HOWELL HEFLIN, WAS 
PASSED BY THE SENATE IN MARCH BY A VOICE VOTE. THIS IS THE 
SECOND TIME THE SENATE HAS APPROVED LEGISLATION CALLING FOR 
RECOGNITION OF THE MOWAS; S. 362 PASSED THE SENATE AT THE END 
OF THE LAST CONGRESS. 

AS YOU MAY KNOW, I INTRODUCED IDENTICAL LEGISLATION, H.R. 3605, 
WHICH IS PENDING BEFORE YOUR SUBCOMMITTEE. HOWEVER, IN ORDER TO 
ASSURE THAT RECOGNITION IS GIVEN TO THE MOWAS IN AN EXPEDITIOUS 
MANNER, I BELIEVE THAT IT IS BEST TO PUSH THE SENATE BILL. 

THE NUCLEUS OF THE MOWA BAND OF THE CHOCTAW INDIANS IS LOCATED 
IN SOUTHWESTERN ALABAMA (MOBILE, WASHINGTON AND CHOCTAW 
COUNTIES), WITH ADDITIONAL MEMBERS RESIDING THROUGHOUT THE 
STATE. THE EFFORTS OF THE 3,500 TRIBE MEMBERS TO OBTAIN 
RECOGNITION IS STRONGLY SUPPORTED BY THE STATE. IN FACT, IN 
APRIL OF THIS YEAR, THE ALABAMA LEGISLATURE APPROVED BY A 
UNANIMOUS, BIPARTISAN VOTE, A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE MOWAS 
STATUS AS AN INDEPENDENT GOVERNING ENTITY WITHIN THE STATE. THE 
RESOLUTION ALSO MENTIONED THE SUPPORT OF PENDING FEDERAL 
LEGISLATION AND MEMORIALIZED THE U.S. CONGRESS TO ENACT THE 
LEGISLATION. FURTHER, BOTH THE GOVERNOR AND THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL OF ALABAMA HAVE OFFERED THEIR SUPPORT. 

RECoGNITION OF THE TRIBE WILL MAKE THE MOWAS ELIGIBLE FOR 
FEDERAL PROGRAMS SUCH AS, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS AND 
OTHER GRANTS. THE ABILITY TO DO SO IS VERY IMPORTANT BECAUSE OF 
THE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS THAT EXIST IN AND AROUND THEIR COUNTIES 
OF RESIDENCE. 
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ENACTMENT OF THE FEDERAL LEGISLATION WILL GREATLY ASSIST THE 
MOWA BAND OF THE CHOCTAWS TO RETAIN THEIR TRIBAL COHESION AND AS 
A RESULT, HELP PRESERVE A UNIQUE ASPECT OF OUR U.S. CULTURE AND 
HISTORY. 

AGAIN, I APPRECIATE ALL OF YOUR ASSISTANCE ON MOVING THIS 
LEGISLATION. I SINCERELY HOPE THAT WE CAN GET S. 282 ON THE 
FAST TRACK TO FINAL PASSAGE TO GIVE THIS TRIBE THE RECOGNITION 
THAT THEY SURELY DESERVE. 

THANK YOU. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. Let me start out with asking my friend Mr. 
Doolittle a question. You were correct. You have mentioned several 
tribes like the lone and the Auburn tribe, your own, which deserve 
recognition in the State of California. In fact, I think through your 
auspices I met with many of these tribes and we hope to help them 
out. 

I guess my question to my friend is by virtue of his leadership 
on these issues, on California and Native American issues, does the 
gentleman agree with the procedure that Mr. Thomas and I are 
considering, and that is have a new recognition process bill, or do 
you think the interests are so compelling that we might look at 
several California tribes that may be in this Auburn category, move 
those because of priority reasons? Does the gentleman have any 
thoughts on how we should handle this at the committee level, the 
entire recognition issue for the whole California tribes? 

Mr. DOOLI'ITLE. Well, Mr. Chairman, these are just preliminary, 
off-the-top-of-my-head observations, but it seems to me with what 
interaction I have had in this whole thing that the process for ac­
complishing this has broken down. It needs reform. And it seems 
to me very desirable to have a bill that does reform this process 
and make it applicable throughout the country, and that would be 
I would think the most desirable way to go. If there are particu­
larly exigent circumstances that need to be addressed in some 
other fashion, then maybe we take those on a case-by-case basis. 
But I just don't think the way this is working now is acceptable. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, I think the gentleman is correct and 
makes a very good point. 

Let me ask my friend from Alabama-you have been very elo­
quent in your statement. It speaks for itself. The BIA will come 
back in, I think, the second panel, and will basically state that the 
Choctaw-the Mowas have not submitted any direct evidence of 
their Choctaw ancestry. And what we are going to ask the BIA is 
what exactly is direct evidence. 

And I wondered, since if gentleman has lived in this area and 
worked and been a member of the legislature for years, if he wish­
es to submit anything for the record or wishes to state something 
about the ancestry question, the direct evidence on that ancestry 
question, which seems to be, at least from the BIA standpoint, 
their main contention for not granting recognition. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for that op­
portunity. 

Mr. Chairman, when I served in the Alabama legislature, espe­
cially in the Alabama Senate for 4 years, I served as chairman of 
the Commerce, Transportation and Utility Committee, and while I 
was chairman, the recognition bill for this tribe came before my 
committee, and as chairman of that committee we did hold a hear­
ing and testimony was submitted. And based on that testimony, 
the State of Alabama recognized that tribe, and I would like for 
that to be a part of the record. 

In addition to that, Mr. Chairman, the University of Alabama 
has done a great deal of research into tribes in the State of Ala­
bama, and over a period of time it has· gathered information about 
all the various tribes and their bands, and this is one tribe that the 
University of Alabama recognized. 
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And we have voluminous information, and I believe that it, in 
part, has already been submitted to this Congress in a prior hear­
ing. I expect also that there will be other persons who will give in­
formation and testimony on the panel, I believe, that is going to 
come before you today. But we will be happy to supply you with 
any information you think necessary. 

As an attorney of 27 years, I have always questioned direct evi­
dence. Basically, we see evidence in two sources in law. We recog­
nize written testimony and we recognize anything that is stated 
orally. 

Direct evidence of an historical nature, we would like to know 
what they are asking for. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Very good. 
When was that passed, the recognition in your legislature? Was 

it within the last-
Mr. HILLIARD. I don't know exactly, but I would say sometime 

during the 18 years I served there. 
It was 1979, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 1979. I thank the gentleman. 
The gentleman from Wyoming. 
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Just very briefly, Mr. Hilliard. I understand, of course, your rep­

resentation of your constituency and so on. If you found the proce­
dure, the regular administrative procedure to be satisfactory, would 
you think that is the better way to go, through recognition proc­
esses? 

Mr. HILLIARD. Well, I don't know. As long as there is an alter­
native. I think that the alternative which best suit the need would 
be satisfactory. 

And, of course, this is one of those alternatives, which is very 
good. Because, as you know, they have had the opportunity since 
1985 to look into this matter. I don't know how much tiine they 
need, but certainly I would hate to see them take an entire decade 
to make a determination. 

Mr. THoMAS. Do you know when they submitted the materials to 
the BIA? 

Mr. HILLIARD. No, I don't. But I do know that this bill has been 
introduced in Congress since 1985. 

Mr. THOMAS. Completed materials were submitted in November 
1991. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I understand it was submitted in 1988. 
Mr. THOMAS. No, it is in the record as ninety-one. 
But in any event, there is a question of process here. 
Tell me a little bit about what the implication of State recogni­

tion is? I guess I don't quite understand that. We are talking about 
Federal Government-to-Indian relationships here. What is the 
State's role? 

Mr. HILLIARD. Well, there are several things. First of all, we ex­
tend scholarships to all students who are members of the tribe, and 
these are scholarships at State schools and they are 100 percent 
free. And the only thing they have to do is just qualify, and the 
qualification is the finishing or completing the requirements for 
high school. 
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And also, there are certain health benefits. A whole slew of other 
things. 

Mr. THOMAS. They don't need to be a federally recognized tribe 
to get those benefits? 

Mr. HILLIARD. No. But there are certain benefits that the Federal 
Government, as I understand it, extend. 

Mr. THOMAS. Sure. 
Mr. HILLIARD. And of course, we do not want to deny them that 

opportunity. 
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, sir. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I thank both of my colleagues. I might mention 

to them that you are both welcome to come up to the panel, if you 
so choose, and question some of the witnesses. Certainly, Mr. Doo­
little, as a member of the committee, and Mr. Hilliard, too, as a full 
member of this body and a very valuable member of the House, you 
are most welcome to do that. 

I want to thank you both for appearing, and now we will move 
on to our panel: Ms. Deborah Maddox, Acting Director, Office of 
Tribal Services, U.S. Department of the Interior. She is accom­
panied by Ms. Holly Reckord, Chief, the Branch of Acknowledg­
ment and Research in the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

As I mentioned earlier, your statement is part of the record, and 
I would ask both of you to summarize. Or, as I understand it, Ms. 
Maddox will be making the testimony and Ms. Reckord will be an­
swering questions. 

Please don't be intimidated by the light in front of you, although 
I ask you to observe it as much as you can. Green means speak, 
yellow means start wrapping up, and red means please terminate. 

Please proceed. 

STATEMENT OF DEBORAH MADDOX, ACTING DffiECTOR, OF· 
FICE OF TRIBAL SERVICES, BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ACCOMPANIED BY 
HOLLY RECKORD, CIDEF, BRANCH OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
AND RESEARCH, AND JERRY CORDOVA, CHIEF, DIVISION OF 
TRIBAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES 
Ms. MADDOX. Good morning, Mr. Chairman, and Mr. Thomas. I 

also have with me, for the record, Mr. Jerry Cordova, who is our 
Division Chief in Tribal Government. 

If it is all right with the committee, I will go ahead and read 
both the statements on Auburn and Mowa at the same time. Is 
that agreeable? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is fine. 
Ms. MADDOX. Good morning Mr. Chairman, and members of the 

Committee. I am pleased to present the views of the Department 
of Interior on H.R. 4228, a bill which will restore the Federal trust 
relationship to the United Auburn Indian Community of the Au­
burn Rancheria of California. We support the enactment of H.R. 
4228. Because the rancheria was terminated, it is not allowed to 
proceed in the administrative acknowledgment process. 

However, because of the unique circumstances affecting the Cali­
fornia tribes, individual members of the tribe are still eligible to re­
ceive services from the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Therefore, we be-
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lieve that those individuals should have a recognized governing 
body with which we can deal on a government-to-government basis. 

However, we do have some concerns. Section 2(a) of H.R. 4228 
makes laws of general application to all tribes also apply to Au­
burn. Section 2(e) makes the Indian Reorganization Act applicable 
to the tribe and its members. We strongly urge the committee to 
clarify the intent of these provisions. 

Specifically, section 18 of the IRA provides: The Act "shall not 
apply to any reservation wherein a majority of the adult Indians, 
voting in a special election duly called by the Secretary of the Inte­
rior, shall vote against its application." 

On June 14, 1935, Auburn voted against the IRA. The Depart­
ment understands that H.R. 4228 when enacted will supersede the 
tribe's original vote against the IRA. However, do sections 2(a) and 
2(e) of the bill intend to give the tribe the_option under section 18 
of the IRA once again to vote against the IRA? Or does section 2(e) 
intend to preempt the tribe's option to invoke section 18 of the IRA 
so that the tribe must be an IRA tribe? 

The Department does not recommend one interpretation over the 
other, but we strongly urge that these provisions be clarified. 

In section 4(d) the words "or its members" should be added after 
the word "tribe" on line 13, so that any lands taken into trust for 
individuals shall also be exempt from taxation by the State or its 
political subdivisions. 

Section 7 of the bill recognizes the Interim Council and states 
that this body shall operate under a constitution adopted July 20, 
1991. Since this constitution has not been reviewed by the Depart­
ment, we recommend that the phrase "as long as it is not contrary 
to Federal law" be added after the year 1991. 

This concludes my statement on Auburn, and I will go right on 
into Mowa now. 

[Prepared statement of Ms. Maddox on H.R. 4228 follows:] 
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STATEMENT OF DEBRA MADDOX, ACfiNG DIRECfOR, OFFICE OF 
TRIBAL SERVICES, BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR, AT THE HEARING BEFORE THE NATURAL 
RESOURCES' SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS, 
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON H.R. 4228, THE 
"AUBURN INDIAN RESTORATION ACf." 

May 17, 1994 

Good morning, Mr. Chairman, and Members of the Committee. I am pleased to 
present the views of the Department of the Interior on H.R. 4228, a bill which will 

restore the Federal trust relationship to the United Auburn Indian Community of 

the Auburn Rancheria of California. 

We support the enactment of H.R. 4228. Because the Rancheria was terminated, 

it is not allowed to proceed in the administrative acknowledgment process. 

However, because of the unique circumstances affecting California tribes, individual 

members of the tribe are still eligible to receive services from the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs. Therefore, we believe that those individuals should have a recognized 

governing body with which we can deal on a government-to-government basis. 

However, we do have some concerns. 

Section 2(a) of H.R. 4228 makes laws of general application to all tribes also apply 

to Auburn. Section 2( e) of H.R. 4228 makes the Indian Reorganization Act 

applicable to the Tribe and its members. We strongly urge the Committee to 
clarify the intent of these provisions. Specifically, Section 18 of the IRA provides: 

The Act shall not apply to any reservation wherein a majority of the 

adult Indians voting in a special election duly called by the Secretary 

of the Interior shall vote against its application. 

On June 14, 1935, Auburn voted against the IRA The Department understands 

that H.R. 4228 when enacted will supersede the tribe's original vote against the 

IRA However, do sections 2(a) and 2(e) of the bill intend to give the tribe the 

option under Section 18 of the IRA, once again, to vote against the IRA? Or does 

Section 2( e) intend to pre-empt the tribe's option to invoke Section 18 of the IRA so 

that the tribe must be an "IRA Tribe"? The Department does not recommend one 

interpretation over the other but we strongly urge that these provisions be clarified. 
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In Section 4(d) of H.R. 4228, the words "or its members" should be added after the 

word "tribe" on line 13 so that any lands taken into trust for individuals shall also be 

exempt from taxation by the State or its political subdivisions. 

Section 7 of the bill recognizes an Interim Council and states that th.ts body shall 

operate under a constitution adopted July 20, 1991. Since this constitution bas not 

been reviewed by the Department, we recommend that the phrase "as long as it is 

not contrary to Federal law" be added after the year "1991". 

This concludes my prepared statement. I would be pleased to answer any questions 

the Committee may have. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. The light there now shifts to green again. 
Ms. MADDOX. I get green again. Good. 
The Department does not support H.R. 3605 because we have not 

fully evaluated the group's petition for acknowledgment now pend­
ing before the Department. We acknowledge that Congress has the 
authority to recognize tribes, but enactment of H.R. 3605 would by­
pass the administrative process set up for the specific purpose of 
evaluating petitioners on a case-by-case basis. 

Moreov1:lr, proposed congressional findings do not comport with 
our preliminary evaluation of the group's petition. Specifically, H.R. 
3605 suggests a genealogical link between the petitioner from Mo­
bile and Washington Counties, Alabama, and the Choctaw Tribe, 
which has not been established. The proposed legislation and the 
accompanying report do not provide substantial support for the the­
ory that this link does exist. 

Enactment of H.R. 3605 could acknowledge a non-Indian non­
tribal entity. Without a thorough evaluation of the evidence that 
the administrative process provides, we have no basis other than 
the petitioner's self-declaration to evaluate these claims. In our 
evaluation of petitions, we look for the genealogical evidence of 
descendancy. Senate Report Number 103-193 states that past Bu­
reau of Indian Affairs' (BIA) testimony cites ample evidence that 
the petitioner's members descend from Choctaw Indians. We do not 
believe the BIA testimony has ever taken this position. Until re­
cently the BIA had not analyzed the information submitted by the 
petitioner. 

However, the Mowa petitioner will soon be placed on active con­
sideration and a thorough evaluation will begin. At this point the 
Branch of Acknowledgment genealogists are entering the genea­
logical data into a database. At this preliminary stage we have no 
position as to at what time BIA's final recommendation will be on 
this case. 

The revised regulations allow the Department to issue an expe­
dited negative fmding if we determine that a group clearly cannot 
meet the genealogical requirements. We do not have enough evi­
dence to issue an expedited negative recommendation for the Mowa 
at this time. We do believe, however, that significant factual issues 
must be resolved, and the proper forum to do this is within the 
Federal acknowledgment process. We urge the committee to allow 
the BAR to complete the study of the group in order to put to rest 
the outstanding questions concerning the group's history and gene­
alogy. We will be glad to discuss these issues in greater detail with 
the Committee, particularly those of the internal inconsistencies 
and contradictions. 

Evidence that the group's ancestors appear on Federal Indian 
census or other Indian rolls indicating their descent from the Choc­
taw tribe would also be considered positive indicators that the 
group is Choctaw. Thus far the group has put forth no direct evi­
dence indicating Choctaw ancestry. 

When a group's quest for recognition raises significant questions 
the group should not be allowed to bypass the administrative proc­
ess established for the very purpose of evaluating these issues. We 
realize that the group was caught in limbo by the old regulations. 
Even though the group had completed a documented petition sev-
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eral years ago, other petitioners were allowed ahead in line due to 
the priority system established by the old regulations that were in 
place. The revised regulations ensure that the group will never 
again be bumped. The group is now next to be placed on active con­
sideration. 

Finally, we cannot support H.R. 3605 because without the sort 
of indepth study that the BAR makes for each petitioner the possi­
bility exists that a group without a valid claim may become ac­
knowledged as an Indian tribe. Acknowledgment as a Federally 
recognized tribe sets up a government-to-government relationship 
in perpetuity between the tribe and the Federal Government. Sig­
nificant rights and responsibilities accompany this recognition. The 
acknowledgment process investigates and verifies the group's claim 
of descent and political continuity of tribal existence, both essential 
to the recognition as an Indian tribe. Therefore, we would like to 
work with the committee to ensure that groups that have main­
tained their tribal character are recognized. The BIA is implement­
ing some significant changes in the acknowledgment process, par­
ticularly the recent publication of the revised regulations and the 
recent significant increases in BAR personnel, and we are dedi­
cated to doing the job in a timely manner. 

This concludes my prepared statement. I will be happy to answer 
any questions. 

[Prepared statement of Ms. Maddox on S. 282 follows:] 
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STATEMENT OF DEBORAH MADDOX, ACTING DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF 
TRIBAL SERVICES, BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR, BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES' 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS, ON S. 282 AND H.R. 
3605, IDENTICAL BILLS "TO PROVIDE FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF THE 
MOWA BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS OF ALABAMA". 

May 17, 1994 

Good Morning Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee. I am 

pleased to be here to present the views of the Department of 

the Interior on s. 282 and H.R. 3605, identical bills cited 

as the "Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians Recognition Act". 

The Department does not support H.R 3605, because we have not 

fully evaluated the group's petition for acknowledgment now 

pending before the Department. We acknowledge that Congress 

has the authority to recognize tribes but enactment of H.R. 

3605 would bypass the administrative process set up for the 

specific purpose of 

basis. Moreover, 

comport with our 

petition. 

evaluating petitioners on a case-by-case 

proposed Congressional findings do not 

preliminary evaluation of the group's 

Specifically, H.R. 3605 suggests a genealogical link between 

the petitioner from Mobile and Washington Counties, Alabama, 

and the Choctaw Tribe which has not been established. The 

proposed legislation and the accompanying report do not 

provide substantial support for the theory that this link 

exists. Enactment of H.R. 3605 could acknowledge a non-

Indian, non-tribal entity. Without a thorough evaluation of 

the evidence that the administrative process provides, we 

have no basis other than the petitioner's self-declaration to 

evaluate these claims. 

In our evaluation of petitions, we look for genealogical 

evidence of descendancy. Senate Report No. 103-193 states 

that past Bureau of Indian Affairs' (BIA) testimony cites 

ample evidence that the petitioner's members descend from 
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Choctaw Indians. We do not believe that BIA testimony has 

ever taken this position. 

Until recently, the BIA had not analyzed the information 

submitted by..J 'the petitioner. However, the Mowa petitioner 

will soon be placed on active consideration, and a thorough 

evaluation will begin. At this point, the Branch of 

Acknowledgment and Research (BAR) genealogists are entering 

the genealogical data into a data base. 

At this preliminary stage, we have no position as to what the 

BIA's final recommendation will be on this case. The revised 

regulations allow the Department to issue an expedited 

negative finding if we determine that a group clearly can not 

meet the genealogical requirements. We do not have enough 

evidence to issue an expedited negative recolJU!Iendation for 

the Mowa. We do believe, however, that significant factual 

issues must be resolved and the proper forum to do so is 

within the Federal acknowledgment process. 

We urge the committee to allow the BAR to complete its study 

of the group in order to put to rest the outstanding 

questions concerning the group's history and genealogy. We 

would be glad to discuss these issues in greater detail for 

the Committee, particularly those of internal inconsistencies 

and contradictions. 

Evidence that the group's ancestors appear on Federal Indian 

censuses or other Indian rolls indicating their descent from 

the Choctaw tribe would also be considered positive 

indicators that the group is Choctaw. Thus far, the group 

has put forth no direct evidence indicating Choctaw ancestry. 

When a group's quest for recognition raises significant 

questions, the group should not be allowed to bypass the 

administrative process established for the very purpose of 
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evaluating these issues. We realize that the group was 

caught in limbo by the old regulations. Even though the 

group had completed a documented petition several years ago, 

other petitioners were allowed ahead in line due to the 

priority system established by the regulations that were in 

place at the time. The revised regulations ensure that the 

group will never again be "bumped". The group is now next to 

be placed on active consideration. 

Finally, we cannot support H.R. 3605 because without the sort 

of in-depth study that the BAR makes for each petitioner, the 

possibility exists that a group without a valid claim may 

become acknowledged as an Indian tribe. Acknowledgment as a 

federally recognized tribe sets up a government-to-government 

relationship in perpetuity between the tribe and the Federal 

Government. Significant rights and responsibilities 

accompany recognition. The acknowledgment process 

investigates and verifies the group's claims of descent and 

political continuity of tribal existence, both essential to 

recognition as an Indian tribe. Therefore, we would like to 

work with the Committee to insure that groups that have 

maintained their tribal character are recognized. 

The BIA is implementing significant changes in the 

acknowledgment process, particularly the recent publication 

of the revised regulations (effective as of March 28, 1994), 

and the recent significant increases in BAR personnel, and we 

are dedicated to doing the job in a timely fashion. 

This concludes my prepared statement. I will be happy to 

answer any questions that the Committee may have. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. I thank the Acting Director, Madam Director. 
Let me see if my friend from Wyoming has any questions? 
Mr. THOMAS. Thank you. I just am sort of interested in why the 

Bureau canl"ustify opposing the recognition of this tribe after sup­
porting the umbee recognition last year. 

Ms. MADDOX. Well, Auburn is not necessarily-­
Are you talking about Auburn? 
Mr. THOMAS. No. No, I am talking about the recognition process. 
Ms. MADoox. Oh, of Mowa. 
[Pause.] 
Ms. MADDOX. I am sorry. I will have to go back and look at the 

rationale for that. 
Mr. THOMAS. I wish you would. I think you made a mistake on 

that one, and that sort of points out the difficulty of this process, 
when the political decisions and the sponsors become the issue 
rather than the tribes. So I wish you would, if you would give us 
some idea of why they are different. Thank you very much. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The Indian Reorganization Act, do you have a 
suggested remedy to the problem that you pointed out on how we 
deal with that, on the Auburn bill? 

Ms. MADoox. Well, as I stated in my testimony, you know, the 
Department does not favor one interpretation over the other, only 
that some distinction be made so that we know how this tribe there 
fall within the parameters. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Now, you, I think, were here when I asked the 
question to Mr. Hilliard about the direct evidence. I notice that you 
are basically stating that the Mowa has put forth no direct evi­
dence indicating Choctaw ancestry. Give the committee some exam­
ples of direct evidence? What would be the ideal piece of direct evi­
dence, in your view? 

And let me say that you can ask any of your counsels. 
Ms. MADDOX. Yes. I am going to ask Holly Reckord, the Chief, 

Branch of Acknowledgment and Research (BAR). 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Sure. 
Ms. RECKORD. I think there would be several things that we 

would look at if we were going to do an immediate kind of evalua­
tion. First of all, we would look for descent from a high quality 
Federal roll such as the Dawes roll, the Roblen, or something like 
that. 

We would also look for the existence of the language today. If we 
find a group that continues to speak Choctaw, for example, we im­
mediately know that there is probably a link to a Choctaw-speak­
ing group of some sort because languages cannot exist outside of 
a community of speakers. We would look for a village-type situa­
tion, people living close to one another, that had been identified 
throughout history as a Choctaw village. 

We have incorporated these kinds of requirements in our new 
regulations under high quality evidence that allows a group to only 
qualify or show that they can meet two of the criteria. They can 
meet (b) and (c) by showing this kind of evidence. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Now, Ms. Reckord, clarify for us the discrep­
ancy-it seems to be a discrepancy in dates. Mr. Thomas men­
tioned 1991, and I think Mr. Hilliard mentioned 1988. How long 
has the Choctaw, the Mowa Choctaw been under consideration? 
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Ms. RECKORD. Excuse me, sir. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. In the BIA's Branch of Acknowledgment? 
Ms. RECKORD. Well, I think it is one of those cases where every­

body is partially right. We first received the letter of intent, which 
is basically just the letter, in 1983. They submitted a documented 
petition in 1988. However, at that point we generally critique it 
and we issue what is called and has been called an "obvious defi­
ciency" letter. 

The response to that letter is important because we often request 
very significant things, such as membership lists, that have not 
been turned in on the first go round. 

On November 19, 1991, we considered that the petition was 
ready to be placed on active consideration and complete . 

. Mr. RICHARDSON. OK Now, it's my understanding that many of 
the Choctaws of Mobile and Washington Counties were deemed eli­
gible for allotments under the Dawes Act. Wouldn't, in your view, 
this justify that the descendants of the allottees be Native Ameri­
cans if they showed elements of cohesiveness in these two counties? 
Wouldn't that constitute them being a tribe? 

Ms. RECKORD. I think that would be good evidence if it was not 
just a matter of being allotted individually, if there was correspond­
ence showing that they were being allotted as a group. However, 
I do not believe that that kind of information has been submitted 
with this petition. 

I might be wrong. That is the kind of thing that we need to look 
at. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, once the Mowas are placed on active con­
sideration what are their chances of getting recognized? 

Ms. RECKORD. I don't know at this time. I can say that out of 
25 petitions 9 have received positive determinations. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. So they are on active consideration? 
Ms. RECKORD. Yes. So it is not a done deal. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Now, how is it that you can say that the Fed­

eral recognition process or acknowledgment process is improved in 
terms of its regulations if a tribe can get bumped? And tell me why 
you think this new procedure, the one that Ms. Maddox outlined, 
the improved recognition process, is a better one than the one you 
have had in the past that has come under such criticism. 

Ms. RECKORD. OK What was the first question? Why is it im­
proved? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. How can you give assurances that a tribe can't 
get bumped once they are on a "active consideration" track? 

Ms. RECKORD. I don't know if we want to go into how it was done 
in the past, but the Mowa has been waiting for two and one-half 
years while other people would come along, finish their petitions 
and go ahead of them in line. Since they have been waiting, I think 
some six, or five, I guess, petitioners have bumped them. It could 
have been more. 

With the publication of our new regulations we put them on a 
priority register according to the date they complete documentation 
of their petition. This means that the Mowa is now number one. 
They cannot be bumped. Nobody can butt ahead of them in line 
anymore. We did that because we thought it was unfai.r working 
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with this system. Congress had expressed that was unfair. And a 
number of petitioners, obviously, felt that was unfair. 

Now, the second part of the question, what improvements have 
we made? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes. In other words, why is your recognition 
process bt!tter now than, say, 6 months ago? It seems from your 
testimony that you have a new recognition, more expedited proce­
dure or process. 

Ms. RECKORD. We have a number of ways where we can expedite 
the procedure. Number one, when tribes are waiting to be placed 
on active consideration we can issue immediate negative findings 
for those groups that cannot show clearly that they descend from 
Indians. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Right. 
Ms. RECKORD. We have had seven that just did not have any In­

dian ancestry in the work we have done. And also those groups 
that are parts of other recognized tribes. 

We have set out high levels of evidence such as the ones I was 
discussing. Also, we treat tribes that have had former recognition, 
have treaty relationships, have had land taken into trust for them 
as tribes with a very expedited study and greatly reduce the re­
quirements for recognition for those that have had previous rec­
ognition. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Okay. Now, both Mr. Hilliard and Mr. Cal­
lahan have advocated a speedier process. Now, let's say if we didn't 
pass a Mowa bill, under your present regulations when would you 
make a definitive decision on recognition? If we said to you, "Look. 
All right, you are proceeding accurately or you are proceeding effi­
ciently. When are you going to finish?" What could you tell us now? 

Ms. RECKORD. Well, I can tell you that they would be put on ac­
tive consideration within a year, and that is a very conservative es­
timate. I don't want to say anything that is not going to happen 
at this point. At that point we then have about two years to go 
through the entire process. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. All right. So that is 3 years. Why do you need 
3 years? 

Ms. RECKORD. We might not. If it is an expedited negative, we 
wouldn't. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, see, that is the problem. You know, here 
we have these tribes around the country and many of them are In­
dian tribes, and it just seems to me this process is just not work­
ing, and this is why we would like to have a serious expedited proc­
ess. I know you do the best you can. No one is questioning your 
commitment to deal with this. Maybe you don't have enough people 
there. But to have Indian tribes waiting to see whether they, in 
fact, need to prove their own identity by a bureaucratic process; 
that is just fnterminable. And there have been some cases with a 
lack of action. I just think that is wrong. 

It seems to me if the Mowas are able to prove that they have a 
descendancy from these two other tribes in the area, the Choctaws 
of Mobile and Washington Counties, and they can prove that they 
are descendants and that they have cohesion, they live together, I 
mean isn't that a positive factor in determining that they areNa­
tive Americans? 
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Ms. RECKORD. That would be, but we don't feel that that has 
been accomplished. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, I guess there are two sides to every issue. 
Ms. RECKORD. We have a report that we could forward to you 

concerning a lot of the internal inconsistencies that we have found 
in the petition. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes. We would like that. 
Ms. RECKORD. In the last two months we have been entering 

data and we have come across things that are just internally incon­
sistent that we think bear study. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Let me tum to the Auburn issue. Now, what 
are we going to do, Ms. Maddox? How many tribes in California 
now are seeking recognition? 

Ms. MADDOX. Well, we presently have restored 101, and about 
another 20 or so that we still have in the wings. 

You know, we had hoped that the California Indian Advisory 
Committee would, and I understand that they are up and running 
now and have met a couple of times, and I think we have one of 
the representatives in the audience, but you know we are hoping 
to get some policy recommendations out of this Indian Advisory 
Council. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Okay. But let's take the Paskentas. I am famil­
iar with their case. I have talked to them. The staff has talked to 
them. Like the Auburn Rancheria they were terminated in 1958, 
and we would like you and the BIA and the Solicitor to sit down 
and hear their story. It just strikes me here is another case and 
they don't deserve to be told, "Well, we are going to wait another 
4 years." We just need a quicker process here, and I would like you 
to meet with the Paskentas. 

Ms. MADDOX. I met with them briefly yesterday when they came 
in with the Auburn. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Okay. 
Ms. MADDOX. Mr. Chairman, you know, we would be more than 

happy to sit down with the committee and the staff and see if we 
can put several heads together to come up with a process. We are 
as frustrated as the committee, and we will be more than willing 
to sit down and work with you. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, I would like you to work with Mr. John­
son and Mr. Houghton, and come up with your views on-we are 
moving a bill on an expedited recognition process. I am going to 
ask the staff if we have introduced it yet. 

[Pause.] 
Mr. RICHARDSON. This week? 
Ms. MADDOX. This week? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Now you know who runs the Congress here. 
But we will be introducing it this week, and it has a number of 

expedited procedures. 
Mr. Thomas has made some very constructive suggestions on this 

over the years and we are going to take a lot of what he is suggest­
ing. But if you could take a look at it and see if we can combine 
on agreement that this is a better way it could mean more re­
sources for you. Maybe that is what you need. Nobody is perfect 
here. 
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Well, let me thank all of you for appearing. Mr. Cordova didn't 
say much but we will--

Ms. MADDOX. He can next time. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. We will take his nods as affirmation in what­

ever the chairman said. 
Ms. MADDOX. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Thank you very much. 

PANEL CONSISTING OF ROBYN D. CAYTON, MEMBER, UNITED 
AUBURN INDIAN COMMUNITY AND ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 
CALIFORNIA INDIAN POLICY; ED TABOR, CALIFORNIA COUN­
CIL ON TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS, INDIAN JUSTICE LIAISON 
FOR UNITED AUBURN INDIAN COMMUNITY; BON. EVERETT 
FREEMAN, TRmAL CHAIRMAN, PASKENTA BAND OF 
NOMLAKI INDIANS; STEVEN V. QUESENBERRY, DIRECTOR 
OF LITIGATION, CALIFORNIA INDIAN LEGAL SERVICES, OAK­
LAND,CA 
Mr. RICHARDSON. We would like to invite our second panel, Ms. 

Robyn Cayton, member, United Auburn Indian Community and 
Advisory Council on California Indian Policy; Mr. Ed Tabor, Cali­
fornia Council on Tribal Governments, Indian Justice Liaison for 
United Auburn Indian Community; the Honorable Everett Free­
man, Tribal Chairman, Paskenta Tribe--well, there they are-­
Paskenta Tribe of Nomlaki Indians; and Mr. Steven Quesenberry, 
Director of Litigation, California Indian Legal Services, Oakland, 
California. 

I want to welcome all of you, and ask that you summarize your 
statement in 5 minutes. And we will start with Robyn Cayton. 

STATEMENT OF ROBYN D. CAYTON 
Ms. CAYTON. Good morning, Mr. Chairman. My name is Robyn 

Cayton. I am presently appointed as a member of the Advisory 
Council on California Indian Policy, and I represent terminated 
tribes throughout California. 

I am also former president of the Executive Council of the United 
Auburn Indian Community. I am representing the community as a 
whole and expressing their needs and concerns. 

AP. an Advisory Council member, I have seen a broad range of 
adverse conditions caused by termination. The Federal Government 
not only severed the Federal relationship with the tribes, it coldly 
abandoned the tribes in a vain, senseless effort to force social inte­
gration of Indians into the mainstream of society. 

AP. a member of the tribal community I have experienced life on 
the rancheria after termination. I basically grew up on the 
rancheria and have witnessed the gradual decline of our socio­
economic conditions. Termination eliminated our opportunity to 
break out of the cycles of poverty, alcoholism and drug abuse. In 
fact, termination actually strengthened the cycles and created an 
insulting identity crisis amongst our people. 

The Indian people of our community attempted to locate other re­
sources after termination with which to socially and economically 
develop our community. However, to add salt to our wound, we 
were forced to compete with nonindigenous people for opportunities 
which should have rightfully been ours. 
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The children of our community have enormous challenges to 
confront and overcome on a daily basis. If our children don't reside 
in automobiles, they must live in substandard housing or housing 
with enormously overcrowded conditions. The children who live in 
cars huddle over open fires to stay warm in the winter and must 
go to the bathroom o1:1tside. It is truly pathetic that the indigenous 
children of this country receive less consideration than immigrant 
children from other countries. 

I ask that you take a moment to picture yourself as a child at­
tempting to get ready for school when you live in a car. Imagine 
how it would feel to go out and face the world with any self-esteem 
when you cannot even maintain proper hygiene due to a lack of re­
sources. These are basic living skills and needs which have been 
neglected by our country and require immediate attention. 

In addition to the lack of study space for our children, they must 
compete with nonindigenous people and impoverished immigrants 
for college education funds. It is a shame that the untiring effort 
is within our children, however, they have no means to pursue 
their dreams and attain economic self-sufficiency. 

The elders have also suffered greatly after termination. My 
grandmother is Audrey Taylor. Her struggle to survive since termi­
nation has only succeeded because she fought constantly the adver­
siti~s which were created through termination. Primarily she has 
fought one legal battle after another. 

As you are aware, elderly people are typically confronted with se­
rious health concerns as they age. But our elders have also had to 
struggle for basic necessities such as water. 

Because the United Auburn Indian Community is located in an 
area which is presently desirable for development, our elders must 
continually fight off aggressive developers and some local govern­
ment officials who do not recognize nor respect the history, culture 
and overall community need for our rancheria. All that we want is 
the return of our opportunities which were raped from us through 
the deceptive termination process. 

Many of the adults in our community are lost. Termination basi­
cally made a statement to us that we don't exist. It forced an atti­
tude upon us that we are not important to the United States even 
though our people have fought and died for this country when the 
United States was at war. 

As adults, we need opportunity to break out of poverty and to be­
come self-sufficient. We need opportunities to retrain for jobs. Our 
adult community typically has worked in the past in local lumber 
mills and also as farm workers. However, the f~rms near the 
rancheria have closed, and lumber mills have also closed. 

As a member of the Advisory Council on California Indian Policy, 
we recommend support of the legislation for the restoration of the 
United Auburn Indian Community, atJ.d also the Paskenta Band of 
Indians. We recognize that much necessary effort and money has 
been exhausted by the Federal Government and the subject tribes 
have been actually fighting termination for the last 30 years, and 
the Advisory Council recommends that the Federal Government 
support the restoration and perform the tasks necessary to respon­
sibly and diligently assist the tribes in improving the previously 
mentioned adverse conditions. 
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A resolution has been adopted by the Advisory Council in sup­
port of restoration of the United Auburn Indian Community and 
the Paskenta Band. 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to address the sub­
committee. As a member of the United Auburn Indian Commu­
nity--

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ms. Cayton, I am going to have to ask you to 
summarize, please. 

Ms. CAYTON. Okay. I am done, basically. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, that was quick. Thank you very much. 
[Prepared statement of Ms. Cayton follows:] 

TESTIMONY OF RoBIN D. CAYTON, ADVISORY COUNCIL ON CALIFORNIA INDIAN POLICY, 
FORMER PRESIDEN'l' OF THE UNITED AUBURN INDIAN COMMUNITY 

Good morning Mr. Chainnan. My name is Robin Cayton. I am presently appointed 
as a member of the Advisory Council on California Indian Polley and I represent 
terminated tribes throughout California. As you may recall the Advisory Council 
was established through Public Law 102-416 on October 14, 1992 for the purpose 
of identifying the status and determining the needs of Indians throughout Califor­
nia. I am also the former President of the Executive Council of the United Auburn 
Indian Community. Therefore, my testimony today is based upon my knowledge as 
an Advisory Council member of the adverse conditions and unsurmountable prob­
lems with which California Indians are continually confronted. Additionally, my tes­
timony is founded on my experience as a General Member and Former Executive 
Council President of the United Auburn Indian Community. I am also representing 
the community as a whole by expressing their needs and concerns. 

As an Advisory Council Member, I have seen a broad range of adverse conditions 
caused by termination. Upon reviewing written documents regarding the status of 
Native Americans in California which were submitted to Congress and the Senate, 
it became very apparent that the effects of termination were not considered a prior­
ity. In fact, I have not located one government initiated report which diligently and 
adequately addresses termination over a thirty year period (1964 through 1994). 
Thus it appears as though the Federal Government not only severed the Federal 
relationship with the tribes, it also coldly abandoned the tribes in a vain, senseless 
effort to force social integration of Indians into the mainstream of society. 

Issues such as property taxation, employment development and education were 
not responsibly addressed by the Federal Government, and proper follow-up was not 
conducted. 

As a member of the tribal community, I have experienced life on the rancheria 
after termination. I basically grew up on the rancheria and have witnessed the 
gradual decline of our socio-economic conditions. Termination eliminated our oppor­
tunity to break out of the cycles of poverty, alcoholism and drug abuse. In fact, ter­
mination strengthened those cycles and also created an insUlting identity crisis 
amongst our people. 

In addition to eliminating any possibility for economic development, (for histori­
cally impoverished and underprivileged people) termination also divided our commu­
nity as a whole and created an air of distrust amongst community members which 
had never existed prior to termination. The Indian people of our Community at­
tempted to locate other resources after termination with which to socially and eco­
nomically develop our community. However, to add salt to our wounds of termi­
nation, we were then forced to compete with non-indigenous peoples for opportuni­
ties which should have rightfully been ours. Our need for opportunity is great. We 
need a chance to develop our young people educationally, professionally and socially. 

The children of our community have enormous challenges to confront and over­
come on a daily basis. They face the world each day with little or not self-esteem 
because they do not have any of the opportunities that their non-Indian children 
have. If our children don't reside in automobiles they must live in substandard 
housing with enormously overcrowded conditions. The children who live in cars hud­
dle over open fires to stay warm in the winter and must go to the bathroom outside. 
There is no chance for them. It is truly pathetic that the indigenous children of this 
country receive less consideration that immigrant children :from other countries. I 
ask that you take a moment to picture yourself as a child, attempting to get ready 
for school when you live in a car. Imagine how it would feel to go out and face the 
world with any self-esteem when you cannot even maintain proper hygiene due to 
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a lack of resources. These are basic living skills and needs which have been ne­
glected by our Country and require immediate attention. 

Our children have also been eliminated from the possibility of attaining higher 
education. In addition to the lack of study space for the children who reside in cars 
or live in substandard, overcrowded housing, they must compete with non-indige­
nous people and impoverished immigrants for college education funds. Many at­
tempts to obtain higher education grants have been futile. It is a shame that the 
untiring effort is within our children with no means to pursue their dreams and at­
tain economic self-sufficiency. They are "stuck in a rut". 

In addition to the pain of our children, our elders have greatly suffered because 
of termination. My grandmother is Audrey Taylor, she has struggled to survive 
since termination and has only succeeded she fought constantly the adversities 
which were created through termination. She has been forced to pursue one legal 
issue after another. Although she and the other elders of our community have been 
strong and persistent, they are now exhausted from the conatant battles which are 
never ending. My grandmother did not receive the utilities which were promised to 
her through termination, therefore, she had to obtain her water by bucket from a 
local irrigation ditch until the approximate age of sixty five (65) years. As you are 
aware, elderly people are typically confronted with serious health concerns as they 
age, but our elders have al8o had to struggle for basic necessities such as water. 

Because the United Auburn Indian Community is located in an area which is 
presently desirable for development, our elders (the land owners) must continually 
fi~ht off aggressive developers and some local government officials who do not recog­
ruze nor respect the history, culture and overall community need for our rancheria. 
The Auburn City Council has attempted to include the rancheria within the City 
limits. However, our elders have fought the annexation due to fear of the authority 
of the City of Auburn. They fear that the City may harrass them as land owners 
and that the local police department will harrass our people. We do not want to be 
included within the City linlits and we do not want C1ty services. All that we want 
is the return of the opportunities which were raped from us though the deceptive 
termination process. 

In addition to the problems faced by our children and elders, our community has 
unsurmountable challenges which we face regardini' alcoholism, drug abuse, inad­
equate (non-existent) housing, and a need for job tra1ning. 

Many of the adults in our community are lost. Their self-esteem has been lowered 
so man_y times by the federal government. Termination basically made a statement 
to us that we don't exist. It forced an attitute upon us that we are not important 
to the United States, even though our people have fouidlt and died for this country 
when the United States was at war. OUr adults have 6een deserted by the Federal 
Government and the plight of termination has been a rude insult to us. As adults, 
we need the oP-portunity to bresk out of poverty and to become self-sufficient. We 
need opporturuties to retrain for jobs. Historicall;y, our adults worked in local lum­
ber mills and also as farmworkers. However, virtually all of the farms near the 
rancheria have been sold and are non-operative. The local lumber mills have also 
closed. Therefore, job training is needed to allow our adults to support themselves 
and to develop skills. 

Based on the inequities created by termination and the drastic decline of the pre­
viously addressed socio-economic conditions, the Advisory Council stron~ly supports 
and recommends restoration of the United Auburn Indian Commuruty and the 
Paskenta Band of Indians. We recognize that much unnecessary effort and money 
has been exhausted by the federal government and the subject tribes futilely futht­
ing termination for the last thirty years, and the Advisory Council recommends that 
the Federal Government support the restoration and perform the tasks necessary 
to responsibly and diligently assist the subject tribes in improving the previously 
mentioned adverse conditions. 

A resolution has been adopted by the Advisory Council on support of restoration 
of the United Auburn Indian Community and the Paskenta Band. 

As a member of the United Auburn Indian Community, I plead with you to ap­
prove the restoration of the United Auburn Indian Community. Our people have 
been deeply cut by termination and can only recover with the assistance of Con­
gress. Our elders are exhausted with the day to day struggle crested by termination 
and hope for our children rest upon your shoulders. Please show our children that 
the:y are significant and important enough to be identified by the United States as 
an ~ndian. And most importantly, please help them see a light at the end of their 
hopelessly dark tu1mels. 

Thank you for allowing me to address this subcommittee. I would also like tore­
quest leave to supplement the existing record by submitting a recently approved 
Resolution from the Advisory Council on California Indian Policy. 
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Thank you Con~ssman Miller, Congressman Doolittle and Congressman Rich­
ardson for sponsonng and co-sponsoring this bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Tabor, please proceed. 

STATEMENT OF EDWARD TABOR 

Mr. TABOR. Good morning, Mr. Chairman. My name is Edward 
Tabor, and I am the Indian Justice Liaison to the California Coun­
cil of Tribal Governments, which is a consortium of 24 Federally 
recognized tribal governments in Northern California. What I have 
to say will be brief and based on my personal observation and 
knowledge of the United Auburn Indian Community. 

I first became familiar with the Auburn Indian Community dur­
ing the early 1970s as a result of being asked to assist members 
who were caught up in the criminal justice system for one reason 
or another. This provided me with the opportunity to meet some of 
the people and talk with the elders, who expressed the fact that 
th~y understood very little about termination at that time. 

They also described how they were treated when the land was 
taken out of trust and they were given deeds to their property. In 
fact, the Bureau of Indian Affairs agent threw the deeds of trust 
for their properties on the ground in front of them and walked 
away after some of the people did not want to accept what was 
happening to them as a result of this termination. 

Immediately following termination some elders did not believe 
they should have to pay property taxes in consideration of the fact 
that their families had resided within these traditional tribal lands 
from time immemorial. They considered the methods used by the 
government to gain control of their tribal land less than fair. 

The bits of land that did remain under Indian control was ulti­
mately reduced to mere individually owned lots. The nonpayment 
of taxes led to liens and ultimately the loss of their property. And 
there were many other problems that occurred with regard to 
water and sanitation. 

What occurred in these instances was considered a direct reflec­
tion and proof of the Federal Government's attitude toward Indian 
people in California as expressed through the termination policy, 
and the Federal Government has certainly come a long ways in 
consideration of the trust relationship which was promised to last 
into perpetuity through the treaties and statutes and respect. 7he 
demoralization of the Auburn Indian Community was now under­
way and would continue in this direction to the present time. How­
ever, I would not see it for another 15 years. 

In January 1994, Mr. Fred Cooper, the chairman of the United 
Auburn Community contacted our Tribal Government's office in 
Redding, California, and requested our assistance in establishing a 
working relationship between the Indian community and the Placer 
County justice system. Upon my return to Auburn, I was over­
whelmed at the living conditions that exist, the reduction of In­
dian-owned property within the community, the unusually high un­
employment rate even for an Indian community, and the 
nonexistence of Indian programs and services, and obviously the 
feeling of homelessness expressed by the people. Most of all, the in­
credibly high dropout rate in school and the apparent lack of inter­
est in anything by the youth. 
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After spending several days in Auburn, I informed Vernon John­
son, the Executive Director of the California Tribal Governments, 
of the community's need for our involvement. Again because the 
Auburn Indian Community was not Federally recognized in addi­
tion to being outside Tribal Government's service area, we couldn't 
provide services to them. You know, Auburn is approximately 180 
to 200 miles southeast of Redding. 

Because of the above circumstances and the fact the Auburn In­
dian Community had been totally ignored and isolated, having no 
resources or assistance offered to them, I quit my paying job and 
volunteered to open an office in Auburn at my own expense in 
order to provide Indian justice liaison services to the community 
under the auspices of the California Council of Tribal Govern­
ments. This in no way should be considered a nice gesture on my 
part, but instead an indication of how badly this community is in 
need for the Congress to rectify the problems the United Auburn 
Indian Community is experiencing as a result of the illegal termi­
nation and give back the trust that they rightfully deserve. 

As a side note, during these past 3 months among other the 
things Doug Ray, the vice chairman of the Council, and I re­
searched the county records with regard to a few parcels of land 
which exchanged hands and is no longer Indian owned. During our 
research we learned that three parcels exchanged hands for an 
amount that was substantially lower than the fair market value for 
that time, as reflected by the transfer tax stamps on the deeds of 
trust at the time of recording. You know, obviously it raised ques­
tions in our mind knowing that the transactions were far from 
being in the best interest of the Indian people who sold them. 

But again, the unemployment rate is astronomical, the living 
conditions intolerable, and some of the people live in shacks and 
old vehicles while others are homeless. In fact, some individuals' 
properties are currently in jeopardy because of the large amounts 
of past due property taxes. 

In order to appreciate the extent of the problem, I have included 
for your review pictures that reflect the living conditions which cur­
rently exist in the Auburn Indian Community as part of my testi­
mony. 

Because of the Auburn Indian Community's current status, the 
community is unable to receive economic development assistance 
through the Bureau of Indian Affairs, unable to contract with In­
dian Health Services, and are not eligible to obtain Indian housing. 
Additionally there are no education or recreational funds for the 
youth activities, consequently the United Auburn Indian Commu­
nity has absolutely nothing available to them. 

In preparation of Federal recognition they have established a 
good working relationship with the local county justice system, as 
indicated in the attached letters to my testimony, which also ex­
press support for H.R. 4228. And I might add that the United Au­
burn Indian Community has received other additional support from 
local organizations that have become aware of their plight. 

In consideration of the fact numerous other terminated 
rancherias have regained their Federal recognition, I see no reason 
why the Congress should oppose H.R. 4228. The United Auburn In­
dian Community has suffered long enough, and it is now time for 
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the Congress to pass this restoration bill in a most expeditious 
manner. The overwhelming poverty conditions that have existed at 
Auburn are so obvious to everyone, as indicated in the letters of 
support from the Placer County sheriff, should either house not 
pass this bill they would be saying to the people that we want you 
to continue living in shacks and vehicles, you need not work and 
your youth can continue to drop out of school, because that is pre­
cisely what will occur. 

You know, I would like at this time to commend the Tribal Coun­
cil for the perseverance they have shown and the initiative they 
took in making things happen, especially since they are grassroot 
and do not have the professional knowledge that one would expect 
with regard to their accomplishments in getting things together. 

As part of my testimony, I have also included letters of support 
from the Intertribal Council of California which represents 20 Fed­
erally recognized tribal governments, the California Council of 
Tribal Governments, which represents 24 Federally recognized trib­
al governments, and the National Congress of American Indians. 

And I want to express my appreciation and respect to Congress­
man George Miller, John Doolittle, and you, Congressman Richard­
son, for cosponsoring H.R. 4228 and for allowing me to present 
this. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thank you. Very eloquent testimony. 
[Prepared statement of Mr. Tabor follows:] 
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TESTIMONY OF EDWARD TABOR 
INDIAN JUSTICE LIAISON 

CALIFORNIA COUNCIL OF TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS 
ON H.R. 4228 

Before the United States House of Representatives 
Subcommittee on Native American Affairs 

(May 17, 1994) 

Mr. Chairman & Committee Members: 

My name is Edward Tabor and I am the Indian Justice U.aioon for the California 
Council of Tribal Governments, which is a consortium of twenty-four federally 
recognized Indian tribal governments in Northern ·california. What I have to say 
will be brief, and is based on my personal observations and knowledge of the 
United Auburn Indian Community (UAIC). 

I first became familiar with the Auburn Indian Community during the early 1970's 
as a result of being asked to assist members who were caught up in the 
criminal justice system for one reason or another. This provided me with the 
opportunity to meet some of the people and talk with the elders who expressed 
the fact that they understood very little about termination. They also described 
how they were treated when their land was taken out of trust and they were given 
deeds to their property. A Bureau of Indian Affairs representative threw 
the Deeds of Tru~t for their properties on the ground in front of them and walked away 
after some of the people did not want to accept what was happening to them as a result 
of termination. 

Immediately following termination, some elders did not believe they should have 
to pay property taxes in consideration of the fact their families had resided within 
these traditional tribal lands from time immemoriaL They considered the methods 
used by the government to gain control of their tribal land less than fair. The bits 
of land that did remain under Indian control was ultimately reduced to mere indi­
vidually owned lots. The non-payment of taxes led to tax liens, and eventually the 
loss of their property. Many other problems occurred with regard to water and 
sanitation. 

What occurred in these instances was considered a direct reflection and proof, ol 
the federal governments attitude toward Indian people in California, as expressed 
through the termination policy. The federal government had certainly come a long 
way in consideration of the trust relationship which was promised to last into per­
petuity through the treaties and statutes and respect 

The demoralization of the Auburn lndia,n,Community was now underway and would 
continue in this direction to the present time. However, I would not see the effects 
that termination had on the community-{or another fifteen years. 
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In January 1994, Mr. Fred Cooper, Chairman of the UAIC, contacted the tribal govern­
ment office in Redding, California and requested our assistance i.n establishing a workmg 
relationship between the Indian community and the Placer County Justice system 
Upon my return to Auburn, I was overwhelmed at the living conditions that exist, the 
reduction of Indian owned property within the community, the unusually high unemploy­
ment rate even for an Indian community, the non-existence of Indian programs and ser­
vices and the feeling of hopelessness expressed by the people. Most of all, the 1ncredibiy 
high dropout rate in school and the apparent lack of interest in anything by the youths 

After spending several days in Auburn, I mformed Vernon Johnson, Executive Director of 
California Council of Tribal Governments, ot the commu_nLt)(.'s need tor our mvolvemenL 
Again, because the Auburn lnd1an community was not federally recogn1zed, m addition to 
being outside CCTG's service area, we could not·ptovide ser.ices to them. (Auburn ;s 
approximately 200 miles southeast of Redding). 

Because ot the above Circumstances and the tact the Auburn Indian commun1ty had been 
totally ignored and isolated, having no resources or assistance oilered to them, I quit my 
paying job and volunteered to open an olfice in Auburn at my own expense 1n order to 
provide Indian Justice Liaison services to the community under the ausp1ces oi CCTG 
This, in no way, should be considered a nice gesture on my part but 1nstead, an indicat1on 
of how badly this community is in need for Congress to rectify the problems UAIC has 
experienced as a result of the illegal termination. and give back the trust status they 
rightfully deserve. · 

As a side note, during the past three months, among other thrngs, Doug Rey, v.ce Cha•r­
man of the Council, and I researched the county records with regard to a few par·cels oi 
land which exchanged hands, and is no longer Indian owned. During our research, we 
learned that three parcels exchanged hands for an amount that was substantially lower 
than the fair market value for that time, as reflected by the transfer tax stamps on the Deeds of 
Trust at the time of recording. It obviously raised questions in our minds knowing the 
transactions were not in the best interest of the Indian people who sold their properties. 

Again, the unemployment rate is astronomical and the living cond1trons intolerable as 
some people live in shacks and old vehicles while others are homeless. In fact, some 
individuals' properties are currently in jeopardy because of the large amounts of past 
due property taxes. In order to appreciate the extent ot the problems I have inc!uded, 
for your review, pictures thai reflect the living conditions which curren11y ex1st wrth:n the 
Auburn Indian Community. 

Because of the Auburn Indian Community's cu rrent status, the community is unable to 
receive economic development assistance through the Bureau of Indian Affa1rs un-
able to contract with Indian Health Servrce; and, are not eligible to obtain Indian hous­
ing. Additionally, there are no educational or recreational funds for youth activ1t1es; 
consequent ly, United Auburn Indian Community has absoluteiy nothing available to tl;em 

In preparation of federal recognition, we have established a good working relat:onship 
wiih the local county justice system, as Indicated in the attached letters, wh1ch also express 
support for support for H.R. 4228 I migt;t add that the UAIC has received suppon from 
other organizations that have become aware of our plight 
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In consideration of the fact numerous other terminated ranchenas tlave regained their 
federal recognition, I see no reason why Congress should oppose H.R. 4228 The United 
Auburn Indian Community has suffered long enough and it is now time for congress to 
pass this re.,toration bill in a most expiditous manner. 

The overwhelming povery conditions that have existed at Auburn are so obvious to everyone, 
as indicated in the tetter of support from the Placer County Sheriff, should either house 
not pass this bill, they would be saying to the people that we want you to contmue living 
in shacks and vehicles; you need not work. and your youtt1 can continue to drop out of 
schooi. Because that is precisely what will occur 

I would like at this time to commend the tribal council for the perseverance they have 
shown, and the initiative they took 1n making things happe_n., Espec~ally since they 

are "grass-roots" and do not have the professional knowledge that one would expect 
with regard to their accomplishments. · · 

As part of my testimony, I have also included letters of support from lnter-Tnbal Council 
of California, inc .. representing 20 federally recognrzed tribal governments. California 
Council of Tribal Governme!lts representmg 24 federally recogmzed tnbal governments 
and the National Congress cf American lnd:ans 

I want to express my apprecrat10r1 and respecr to Congressmen George Miller, John 
Doolittle and Bill Richardson for co-sponsor: no H R 4228, and for allowrng me Hie 
opportunity to speak before th;s comm;ltpe 
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PLACER COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF 

SHERIFF 

DONALD J. NUNES 
W-101-~Eit·-MARSH~ 

Dear Congressman 

I am writinq to 

f.1iJY G, 1994 

ldinq 

HR4228 ·which would restore federal recognition to the 
Indian Community~ 

As we understand it" 
community w.ith the ability 
sanitation improvements" 

recognition ~vill t};e Ind_ian 
t.o seek federal for housing,. 

c-Jro, education and job trai-ning~ 

This is action long overdue and we are hopeful it will prove of 
immense beneti t to a 1 J of the Aubuin Community. 

The law eni'orcement in this area lJave pledged work 
closely with tht:1 Community to bu_i.Ici strong base upon J.olh.ich to 
solve matters ot mutual concern. 



MICHAEL A. MORELlO 
Chief of Police 

FILE NO 
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~~Au~ 

~~~ 
~OLlCE DEPARTMENT 

May 10, 1994 

To Whom It May Concern: 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

FMERGENCY 91 1 

!NFOiNON-EMERGENCY 823-4?37 

CH!EF OF POLICE 823·4235 

INVESTIGATiONS 823-4257 

JUV_iCRIMF PREVENTION 823-4262 

OPERATIONS DIVISiON 823 42SS 

I fully support the Auburn Rancheria property owners in their 

attempt to restore their lands to Federal Trust status. 

I, and other member of the criminal justice system in the Auburn 

area, have been meeting with members of the United Auburn Indian 

Community Council. We have discussed topics ranging from 

sentencing diversions, to cultural awareness, to youth issues. 

There is a very good atmosphere and spirit of cooperation in this 

group, and I look forward to continued work as a team. 

Once again, I wholly support the effort towards restoring the 

Federal Trust status. 

Sincerely, 

' /1: 
( /-_:;I 

Michael A. Morello, Chief of ·Police 

MJ\M/da:r 

1215 Lincoln Way • Auburn, Calilornia 95603 
"Buckle Up"'-- Somebcdy Needs You' 
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Tire Honorabk George Miller, Chairman 
Honse Committee on Natural Resources 
1324 LHOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Miller: 

On behalf of the National Congress of American Indians ("NCAI''), the oldest 
2nd largest Indian advocacy organization in the United States, and the Auburn 
Indian Community, I urge the Committee to look favorably on L'lis measure to 
reinstate Federal recognition to the Auburn Indian Community. As you know, 
the Auburn Indian Community was "terminated" by Act of Congress in 1958, as 
part of the failed policy of termination in the 1950s. 

The results of termination for this tribe, as for all tenninate<l'tribes, were horrific 
21rd nearly fatal to the cultural and economic survival of Indian peoples across the 
country. Because the federal acknowledgement process ("FAP") itself is rife with 
pcoblems and may, in some instances, kad to a drawn-Dut process taking literally 
gener3tions to pursue, we support H.R. 4228 as a solution to the 

Indian Community's current situation. If you any questions or 
wish to pursue this m:mer, please do not hesitate to contact me or Paul 

Moorehead of our staff at (202) 546-9404. Thank you for your continuing 
,x,nsiderotion of matters involving America's Indian trines and Alaskan Natives, 
:<c~d we very muG,ll look forward to working with you on this a.'1d other issues. 

Sin{:erely, 
--.... --.... ~~----

PosH:" Fax Note 767", P"' 5(: I z. fplia~.,_ 'f i 
To Cd. /A-15•1< '"'"' [/, "' /14•r--4od I 
Co}()cpL QQ. J 
PiH>nell Phan<' 'L•2-s-"ft.-1"1o<.~ 1 
•• ,. ,,,_ ~i.3-2r'n ... I 
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~-~~ ~ OFFICI<: OF THE DISTRICT An'ORNEY 
OF PLACER COUNTY 

!fiifil 
r:-·-.-," 

llulivorl'lca• 
CmmlyC'nuflltno.~<r 

f.1r. Fred Cooper, President 
United Auburn Indian Commu11itv Council 
P.O. Box 418 . 
Auburn, CA 916U4 

PAUL RICHARDSON 
DtSTRfCT ATTORNEY 

Dear Mr. Cooper and Members of the Trlbal Council: 

I Ern writing to aftirm that the Office of the District 
Attorney of Placer County is most interested in meeting with you 
and members of the Tribal Council and the Indian community on a 
regular basis to discuss issues of mutual concern and importance. 

I believe that these meetings will be helpful in opening up a 
dialogue Which will facilitate greater understanding. 

1 look forward to meeting with you and the others and I am 
available by phone at 889-7000 if there jg something immediate that 
you or the others wish to discuss. 

Thank you. 

PR:dp 

'hom Office 
562 B Avenue 
mum. CA 9S603·26!7 
-1000 
ti/119~7129 Fu: 

ORo,evi!le()(fitt 
6050.\ Street 
RO«'\'ille. CA 9S671-:n4S 
916{1114 ... 1!5 
9IW14-6745Fn 

Sincerely yours, 

(fa._~ Rik!.~~. 
PAUL RICHARDSON 
District Attorney 

OL.akeTaboeOffi~ 
lSOt N. lake Rlvd. 
r.o.s.r.:S609 

U Family Supporu'Auhum 
1l51lRA~ 

u F-ily St.lpportJR...u-viUe o r-uy S"f'PP'VT•hot: 

ttbcl::: Clly, CA 96t4:5-S609 
9161511--6341 

P.O. Boa $100 
Aul:lun, CA. 95604·5700 
9161t89:7oso 

100 Stonehouse Ct., Sle. D 5225 N. Lake Blvd 
Rosoevilk;CA~78:.J900 P.O. 8o;('9JO 
916(114..6150 Cat.climiby,CA.96UO 

91fi/54MI:HO 
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California Council of Tribal Governments, Inc. 
·1440 Shasta Oam Bl vd . #B •· Shas ta Lake, Ca 960 19-94 18 • ( 9 ! 6 ) 27 5-9 19? 

May II , 1994 

The Honorable Bill Richardson 
The Honorable George Miller 
The Honorable John Doolittle 
U.S. House of of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20215 

Dear Congressmen: 

Please consider thi s letter in support of H.R. 42-28, the Auburn Indian 
Restoration Bill . 

The California Council of Tribal Governments is a consortium of twenty-four 
federally recognized Indian tribal governments located in northern 
California. As an agency representing small struggling tribes, we are con­
cerned that Auburn was not included in the recent restoration of 18 tribes 
under the "Tilly Hardwick" case. Auburn was on of the forty-one tribes 
that were illegall y terminated during the Eisenhower Administration. 

At thi s point, the Indian people of the Auburn Area have been gross ly 
di sc riminated aga inst because of federal and state guidelines that are 
designed to ass ist the poor. 

We as an agency do hereby support wholeheartedl y. the passage of 
H.R. 42-28 and urge a yes vote from your committee. · 

Sincerely , 

!1.9.r<4<.t''( ' · 'T"' 9,. .. /fJr'l/;_.b';'.._. 

Vernon T. Johnson . 
Executive Director 

4 f";C1N~()RTII JM OF FEOERAll Y RF.:CXlGNIZFO T~i13AL GOVERNMENTS 



78 

Inter-Tribal council or california Inc. 
AN ASSOCIATJON DESIGNED FOR THE UNITY OF ALL CALIFORNIA INDIANS 

Auburn United Indian 
Community Council 
P.O. Box 418 
Auburn. CA 95604 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The Inter-Tribal Council of California, Inc., a statewide Indian organization 
that represents twenty federally recognized tribes, is supportive of federal 
recognition for all terminated rancherias; in your case the Auburn Rancheria 
which was terminated under PL 85-671 and PL 88-419 as of August 18, 1967. 

It is our understanding that HR 42-28 will assist the Auburn Rancheria 
in seeking federal recognition. We hope the proposed resolution will 
have the support of our congressional delegation~ 

Please accept our best wishes in your goal of achieving recogmt10n; if 
further assistance is needed, please don't hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

C\:t l' ) "/,'"._J 
~r""--<-··u:.::J;~ 
Eugene W. Pasqua 
Office Manager 

2941B FULTON AVENUE, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95821 
(916] 973·9581 • FAX (916) 973·0117 
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PLACER COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT 
GERALD R. HARPER, Chiel Probalion Oflicer 

May 12, 1994 

To Whom It May Concern: 

As a member of the criminal justice system in Placer County, I have 
been meeting with members of the United Auburn Indian Community 
Council along with other criminal justice agencies. The purpose is 
to develop an awareness of the cultural aspects of the Council and 
to develop uniformity in problem solving. 

Along with this spirit of cooperation, I support and 
consideration for the Auburn Rancheria property owners in 
request to restore their lands to Federal Trust status and 
Federally recognized as an Indian tribe. 

Sinperely, 

/ ' /) ;/ 
/ {1,·,-~/l ,~, 

'Gerald R. Hartll>!ilr' 
/ Chief Probation Officer 

GRH/pj 

urge 
their 
to be 

I ROS(Vlll £, CA 95678 7252 NO lAK£ BlVD, SUITE 201 
P 0 BOX 363, T AI IDE V!ST A, CA 96148 
916!546 4664 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. Chainnan Everett Freeman. 

STATEMENT OF HON. EVERETT FREEMAN 

Mr. FREEMAN. Good morning, Mr. Chainnan. My name is Everett 
Freeman and I am Tribal Chainnan of the Paskenta Band of 
Nomlaki Indians. 

I am appearing today in support of H.R. 4228 and in support of 
my fellow Indians from the United Auburn Indian Community. 
And I am also here to plead the case of my people, the Paskenta 
Band, who like the United Auburn Indian Community are equally 
deserving of your concern and attention and whose abandonment 
by the Federal Government should be redressed through restora­
tion of its Ji'ederally recognized past. 

The Paskenta Band is not a large and powerful band of Indians. 
We are just a small tribe of Nomlaki Indians within the Wintun 
Nation. Our homeland, as far as anybody with any knowledge of 
that area, has been located near the Mendocino National Forest, 
the mountainous areas of southwestern Tehama County in Califor­
nia. 

And arot~nd the years of 1915 through 1920 there was probably 
15 members of the Paskenta Band. So they specially elected John 
Terrell, purchased 260 acres of land near the little town of 
Paskenta to be the home of the Paskenta Band of Nomlakis, and 
from the early thirties up until World War II the people would 
have to leave the Paskenta area in search of work. There was not 
much work in that area. 

Also the roads were inadequate and there were just two houses. 
One was built by the BIA in the late thirties. The others were just 
probably shacks. 

I did have the privilege of going into that reservation when I was 
a younger man with my old uncles who were born and raised in 
that area. But the way things went in Paskenta they would still 
return to their homeland. 

Also, there are two cemeteries located near the tenninated res­
ervation, the Mountain House Cemetery and the Butte Cemetery, 
which are both still in use. 

Today there is approximately 150 members who trace their 
descendancy from the Nomlaki Indians who comprise the original 
Paskenta Band identified by Terrell in 1950. Tennination to this 
little band of Nomlakis took away a lot of their culture and com­
pletely destroyed the Nomlaki language. The younger children now 
will never regain much of the traditional ways of the Nomlaki Indi­
ans. 

But during the past 2 years we have compiled a fonnal roll of 
tribal members and conducted together regular meetings of our 
General Council for the purpose of drafting a constitution and pre­
paring an accurate historical account of the tennination. 

Mter more than a year of effort, on December 18, 1993, our peo­
ple adopted the constitution of the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indi­
ans at a General Council meeting held in Williams, California. On 
April 16, 1994, the tribe elected a 5-member Tribal Council consist­
ing of 3 officers and 2 at-large members. 

Since Congress has expressed-repudiated its misguided policies 
of tennination, it is time for it to take a further step in demonstrat-
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ing its good faith toward the tenninated California tribes by enact­
ing this legislation, and I would also like to thank Mr. Miller, Mr. 
Richardson, Mr. Doolittle for letting me make this little talk. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thank you very much, Mr. Chainnan. 
[Prepared statement of Mr. Freeman follows:] 
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TESTIMONY Of' EVf:RETT FREEMAN, CtfAIRMAN 
PASKENTA BAND Of' NOMLAKI INDIANS 

ON H.R. 4228 

Before the United States House of Representatives 
Subcommittee on Native American Affairs 

(May 17, 1994) 

Good morning, Mr. Chairman. My name Is Everett l"reeman. I am the 
Chairman of the Paskenta Band of Nomlakl Indians. The Paskenta Band, like the 
United Auburn Indian Community, Is one of the forty-one tribes terminated under 
the California Rancherla Act. My testimony today Is based on my personal 
experiences, and those of my family and tribe, during and after the termination era. 
I am appearing today In support of H.R. 4228 and In support of my fellow Indians 
from the United Auburn Indian Community. I am also here to plead the case for my 
people. the Paskenta Band, who, like the UAIC, are equally deserving of your 
concern and attention and whose abandonment by the federal government should 
be redressed through restoration of Its federally recognized status. This proposed 
legislation represents a very positive step and It should be enacted Into law. 

A chronology and summary of the background of the Paskenta Band Is 
contained In the written testimony of our attorney, Stephen V. Quesenberry. Instead 
of repeating that Information, I would like to focus on my own experiences during 
and after termination and the current Initiatives by the Band to obtain restoration 
of its relationship with the United States government. 

The Paskenta Band is not a huge and powerful tribe. We are a small tribe of 
Nomlakl Indians, an Independent tribal group within the larger Wlntun Nation. Our 
homeland ls In the mountainous area of southwestern Tehama County, California, 
near the town of Paskenta, which bears the same name as one of our aboriginal 
villages. {Copies of maps showing the general location of our aboriginal territory 
and the town of Paskenta are attached.) Our band was first Identified by the federal 
government as a distinct tribal group In a census taken around 1915 by Spedal 
Indian Agent John J. Terrell, who was commissioned to Identify and acquire land for 
homeless California Indians. Terrell at that time listed 53 members of the Paskenta 
Band. A few years later, In 1920, 260 acres of land were acquired as a home for the 
Paskenta Band, whose Headman at that time was a man named William ("Billy") 
l"reeman. His son, Willie or William l"reeman, born In 1903, Is Identified In the 
census and eventually became one of the two d!strlbutees of the land that came to 
be known as the Paskenta Rancherla. 

During the 1920's there were as many as 11 famllles living on the Rancherla. 
This number gradually decreased because of the few employment opportunities In 
the area, Its Isolated location, and the lack of an all-weather road which made It 
Inaccessible during the winter. There was no electricity on the Rancherla and most 
of the Indians hauled water from the creek (Thorn's Creek). Though most of our 
people moved off the Rancherla to seek a better livelihood, many remained In the 
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general area, leaving only to obtain seasonal farm and ranching work. They also 
camped, hunted and fished there even though they lived elsewhere. 

One of our main ties to the Paskenta area !s that It Is the burial place of our 
ancestors. These burial areas are still maintained by our people, and are known as 
the Mountain House and Butte cemeteries. Both cemeteries are located 'I short 
distance from the old Rancheria. 

While there were only two Paskenta families residing on the rancherla at the 
time of Its termination on July 7, 1959, as I mentioned before most of our people 
either resided In the nearby community or, If residing elsewhere, maintained 
contact with the larger group through traditional gatherings or ceremonies, and 
through filial ties. Today there are approximately 150 members who trace their 
descendancy from the Nomlakl Indians who comprised the original Paskenta Band 
Identified by Terrell In 1915. 

The struggle to reverse the termination of the Paskenta Band has provided a 
renewed sense of pride and hope within our tribe, especially among our elders who 
never really understood or actively participated In the termination process. We have 
never lost our focus on the Paskenta area and our history there. Our ancestors are 
burled there and we continue our ceremonlt:s and gatherings there. Someday, we 
hope to reacquire the lands of the old Paskenta Rancherla and reestablish a 
continuing presence In our aboriginal homeland. We are making this effort 
primarily for our children, who know the old stories of the Paskenta people but just 
now are discovering the richness of that heritage and a pride In their Identity as 
Indian people. 

During the past two years, we have compiled a formal roil of tribal members 
and conducted regular meetings of vur General Council for the purpose of drafting 
a constitution and preparing an accurate historical account of the termination 
process, and its aftermath. We have been assisted by elder members of the Tribe 
who either lived on or near the old Paskenta Rancheria and personally e~~perlenced 
the termination era. After more than a year of effort, on December 18, 1993, our 
people adopted the Constitution of the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians at a 
General Council meeting held In Williams, California. On March 19, 1994, the Band 
enacted an election ordinance pursuant to Article Vll(c) of the Constitution, and 
selected an election board to conduct the election of the Band's first tribal council 
under the new constitution. On April 16, 1994, the Tribe elected a five-member 
tribal council, consisting of three officers and two at-large members, 

Recently, the Band flied Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws with the 
California Secretary of State to establish a non-profit corporation known as the 
Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians Cultural Preservation Association. We took this 
action ln order to facllltate our historical research on the original members of the 
Paskenta Band and the background of the establishment and acquisition of the 
Paskenta Rancherla. We also are near completion of a first draft of a report on the 
Paskenta Band that will provide: (1) additional Information regarding the lineal 
descendancy of tribal members from the original Paskenta Band; and (2) the 

2 
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continuity of political and social Interaction among tribal members since 
termination of the Paskenta Rancherla. I request that you leave the hearing record 
open for a reasonable period of time to allow us to submit the draft report as a 
supplement to my testlr1ony. 

We ;ue asking fo~ your help because the question of our restoration Is one 
that shuu~ .. be addressed by the same body. the United States Congress, which 
dlrectej our termination. It should not be a question for the courts to consider and 
decide. .'IInce Congress has expressly repudiated Its misguided policy of 
termination. It Is ttme for It to take a further step In demonstrating Its good faith 
towards the terminated California tribes by enacting this legislation. This proposed 
legislation Is a beginning and. as I stated at the outset. should be expanded to 
Include restoration of the Paskenta Band of NomlakJ Indians. 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to testify before the 
Subcommittee. We would be happy to provide further Information on our case for 
restoration If you or other members of the Subcommittee have questions after 
reviewing our documentation. We look forward to working cooperatively with the 
Subcommittee and our Indian friends from the UAIC on this Important legislation. 

3 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Steven Quesenberry or Quisenberry. 

STATEMENT OF STEVEN V. QUESENBERRY 

Mr. QUESENBERRY. It's Quesenberry, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. RicHARDSON. Quesenberry. Please proceed. 
Mr. QUESENBERRY. Thank you. I am appearing here as a Legal 

Representative of the United Auburn Indian Community and the 
Paskenta Band. 

As you indicated, Mr. Chairman, the Paskenta Band is not part 
of this legislation at this particular time, but we hope that they 
will be added as a separate title to this bill. Their situation is very 
similar to the Auburn Indian Community. 

The significance of H.R. 4228 is that-there are two basic signifi­
cant points. One is that Congress has clearly repudiated the termi­
nation policy but has never enacted specific legislation to remedy 
the effects of that policy in California. Secondly, in every other 
State where Congress implemented termination it has passed spe­
cific restoration legislation, except for California. So this legislation 
is long overdue. 

Both the United Auburn Indian Community and the Paskenta 
Band present a compelling situation warranting remedial action by 
Congress. We are not talking about a recognition issue. We are 
talking about tribes that were formerly recognized, or terminated 
and are now asking for restoration. Both tribes were identified as 
distinct Indian bands residing within their aboriginal territory in 
the early 1900s. Both can point to specific tribal rolls prepared by 
the BIA which document their membership at different times dur­
ing the last 75 years. Both can trace their current membership to 
the historic tribal entities, the Auburn Band and the Paskenta 
Band. 

Congressman Thomas raised some question about wanting reas­
surance that the existing members of the band were descendants 
of the historic bands, and that information is being compiled. Much 
of it has been completed. There are two reports in progress that 
will be submitted within the next 2 weeks, Mr. Chairman, and I 
would request that you leave the record open for presentation of 
those reports. 

Both of these tribes have continued to interact as tribal commu­
nities since termination despite the lack of Federal support and the 
fact that benefits were denied to individual tribal members of both 
the Paskenta Band as well as the Auburn Band. 

I might point out also that the Bureau of Indian Affairs in its 
Federal acknowledgment process has a fairly rigorous standard for 
tribal interaction over a period of time, and I would say with re­
spect to both the terminated tribes and the tribes in California that 
are unacknowledged is that the government in California specifi­
cally over a long period of years neglected tribes, actively sought 
to destroy tribalism, and now expects the tribes to come back and 
establish their continuity of social and political interaction. I think 
it is a very hypocritical position for the government to take, par­
ticularly with respect to California tribes. 

Some of the differences between the two tribes, the United Au­
burn Indian Community had 22 distributees residing on their land 
at the time of termination. The Paskenta had two. Now, that is an 
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issue that was raised by the government as a potential reason for 
not recognizing the Paskenta Band. 

What it does is it fails to take account of the fact that when the 
government terminated many of these rancherias they only dealt 
with the people that remained on Indian lands that they had not 
provided any kind of services to for a number of years. So, at 
Paskenta there were inadequate roads, no real housing or sanita­
tion conditions there. People had moved off, yet they were still in 
that area, and that band is intact today. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I see that my time is up, so I will wrap 
up quickly. The restoration of these two tribes is essential because 
they can't go through the Federal acknowledgment process and 
their only alternative is to litigate. And as far as litigation is con­
cerned, we have been involved in litigation on termination issues 
in California for 25 years, numerous cases. We have not lost a sin­
gle case. So, if this legislation doesn't pass you are going to force 
us back into district courts, we will probably spend another 4 or 
5 years litigating these issues, the government will then settle, I 
believe, or we will prevail, and we will be at the same place 5 years 
down the road with some very serious negative impacts on these 
communities in the interim. 

So I strongly encourage the subcommittee to mark this legisla­
tion up, to add the Paskenta Band, and to pass it out of committee 
as expeditiously as possible. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
[Prepared statement of Mr. Quesenberry and attachments fol­

low:] 
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Oood morning. Mr. Chairman. My name Is Stephen Quesenberry. I am the Director of 
Litigation for California Indian Legal Services (CILS) and have served In this capacity for the 
past nine years. My testimony today Is based on my work as an attorney for California 
Indian people. particularly my representation of California tribes on federal recognition and 
restoration Issues. I am appearing today on behalf of two terminated tribes, the United 
Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancherla and the Paskenta Band of Nomlakl 
Indians. The Paskenta Band Is not Included In H.R. 4228, but like the United Auburn Indian 
Community, Is one of the last of the terminated California tribes whose status as a federally 
recognized tribe has not been restored. 

This bill, when passed, will represent the first time that a terminated California tribe 
has been restored through Congressional act. I mention this fact because the California 
tribes bore the main Impact of the federal government's misguided policy of termination. 
Yet these same tribes have been the last to benefit from specific Congressional attention to 
redress the Injustice and continuing disabilities resulting from their termination. In every 
other state where Indian tribes were subjected to the policy of termination, Congress has 
enacted legislation to restore the federally recognized status of the terminated tribes.' 

Notwithstanding this lack of Congressional attention. California tribes have sought 
relief from the federal courts to reverse their fllegal termination. Through litigation and 
negotiated settlement of a series of ·untermlnatlon· cases, twenty-seven (27) of the forty· 
one (41) terminated California rancherlas have been restored as federally recognized tribes. 
This litigation, which has spanned a period of almost a quarter of a century, has resulted In 
the award of hundreds of thousands of dollars In damages and attorney's fees to the Indian 
plaintiffs. The government has not prevailed In a single one of these cases. (As Exhibit A 
to my statement, I have listed the specific cases and the California tribes that have been 
untermlnated through litigation.) 

Despite the fact that Congress and the Executive Branch have repudiated the policy 
of termination, and despite the successful lltlgatlon of the California untennlnatlon cases, 

·~~Menominee Restoration Act of 1973, 25 U.S.C. §903 et seq.; Siletz Indian 
Tribe Restoration Act of 1977,25 U.S.C. §711 et seq.; Act of Aug. 18,1987, Pub. L. 10().. 
89, Title IL 101 Stat. 670, codified at 25 U.S.C. §731 et seq. (Alabama and Coushatta 
Tribes); Act of October 17, 1984, Pub. L. 98·481, fi4, 98 Stat. 225I,codlfled at 25 U.S.C. 
fi 714b (Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Sluslaw Indians); Act of Nov. 
22, 1983, Pub. L. 98·165, §4, 97 Stat. 1064, codified at 25 U.S.C. S713b (Confederated 
Tribes of the Orande Rond Community of Oregon); Act of Dec. 29, 1982, Pub. L. 97·391, 
§3, 96 Stat. 1960, codified at 25 U.S.C. §712a (Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe); Act 
of April 3, 1980, Pub. L. 96-227, 94 Stat. 317, codified at 25 U.S.C. 6761 et seq. (Paiute 
Tribes of Utah); Act of May 15, 1978, Pub. L. 95·281, 92 Stat. 246, codified at 25 U.S.C. 
0861 et seq. (Wyandotte, Peoria, Ottawa, and Modoc Tribes of Oklahoma). 
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the effects of termination continue In California, as evidenced by the situations of the 
United Auburn Indian Community and the Paskenta Band. 

Background Information on the 
United Auburn Indian Community 

The background of the termination of the Auburn Rancher! a and Its Immediate effect 
on the members of the Auburn Indian Community were the subject of a master's thesis 
prepared In 1962 by Harry J. Busselen, Jr.> Busselen concluded that "(m)ost of the Indians 
on the Auburn Rancherla are not at this time prepared for federal termination"; that BIA 
services to the rancherla were woefully Inadequate; and that "the end result for most of 
them will be the loss of their property•.> These conClusions presaged litigation commenced 
In 1970 by the Auburn Indian Community to remedy the BIA's breaches of trust In the 
termination process, and the Tribe's ensuing struggle, over a period spanning more than 
two decades, to obtain restoration of Its status as a federally recognized tribe. 

The federal government purported to terminate the federal status of the Auburn 
Rancherla and Its Indian residents on August 11, 1967, pursuant to the authority of the 
Rancherfa Act, Public Law 88-419. The termination, however, was legally flawed by the 
government's failure to comply, prfor to termination, with express provisions of the Act 
mandating the construction and Installation of adequate water and sanitation facilities to 
serve the Rancherfa. 

CILS flied suit on April 7, 1970, on behalf of the Indian residents of the Auburn 
Rancherla, seeking (1) a declaration that the federal defendants had violated the Rancherla 
Act by terminating the Auburn Rancherla without providing adequate water and sanitation 
systems; (2) Issuance of preliminary and permanent InJunctions directing the defendants to 
provide such a system; and (3) damages for each plaintiff. ~Taylor v. Morton. Civil No. c-
70-719 SAW (l'f,D. Calif.). 

The lawsuit was eventually settled by entry of a Stipulation for Judgment on January 
14, 1972. The Stipulation obligated the United States to pay $92,000 to construct and 
Install a water distribution system for the Indian homes located on the Auburn Rancherla. 
On l'ebrnary 3, 1972, the court entered final judgment for the class of Indian plaintiffs and 
further provided that, upon payment of the agreed sum, the obligations of the United States 
to the Indian plaintiffs precedent to termination, and defined by Section 3(c) of the 
Rancherla Act, would be discharged. 

The final settlement of the Il!Y!2r case preceded by a short time the filing of a second 
lawsuit challenging the termination of the Indian status of those persons Identified as 
"dependent members• In rancherla distribution plans. ~ !5night v. Kleppe, Civil No. c-74-
0005 (N.D. Calif.), filed on January 2, 1974. ~was a class action on behalf of the 
dependent members of all the terminated rancherlas, seeking to reverse their termination 
and restore their federally protected status. A l'lnal Declaratory Judgment and Preliminary 
Injunction was entered In~ on l'ebruary 20, 1976, the effect of which was to 

2~ H. J. Busselen, "A Study of the l'ederal Termination of a California Rancherla 
and Its Effect Upon the SoCial and Economic Integration of the Indian Population 
Involved" Master's Thesis (Sacramento State College), approved July 21, 1962. 

3fd. 
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untennlnate all Indians "whose names have been listed or otherwise Included In California 
Rancherla distribution plans and/or In termination notices published In the Federal Register 
pursuant to 25 C.I'.R. §242.10 (1959) as dependent members of the Immediate families of 
dlstrlbutees.· (Paragraph B (I) of f'lnal Declaratory Judgment.) This language was Included 
In the certified mall notice, dated March 26, 1976, that was sent to each class member. The 
notice lists the Auburn Rancherla as one of the rancherlas whose dependent members were 
effectively ·untennlnated" by the Final Declaratory Judgment In Knight. 

The combined effect of the judgments entered In IlU1Qr and .IY!.!ght, and the 
government's failure to raise the potential g§~ bar of Mm12!l In the subsequent 
.!inlg!lllltlgatlon, was to: (I) terminate the trust status of the Auburn Rancherla lands; (2) 
terminate the Individual Indian status of those persons Identified as 'dlstrlbutees· In the 
Rancherla's distribution plan; and (3) restore the Individual Indian status and tribal status 
of the dependent members named In the Rancherla's distribution plan.• 

On July 20, 1991, the dependent members of the Auburn Rancherla, who represent a 
large miijorlty of the tribal community, Adopted the Constitution of the United Auburn 
Indian Community (UAIC) and, on August 30. 1991, presented It to the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs with a request that the Bureau formally recognize the UAIC. Thereafter, on October 
30, 1991, the UAlC submitted a supplemental packet of documents to the Bureau 
containing historical documents dating back to 1915 substantiating the existence of a 
distinct, Identifiable, cohesive band of Indians near Auburn that was referred to at various 
times as a band, village or colony of Indians. When the Bureau failed to take timely action 
on their request for restoration, UAIC filed an appeal with the Interior Board of Indian 
Appeals (IBIA) on June 3, 1992, requesting that the IBIA enter a determination that the 
UA!C, as organized under Its constitution adopted on -:uly 20, 1991. Is a federally 
recognized Indian tribe. On May 28, 1993, the IBIA rendered Its decision, holding, l.!lru Jillll, 
that: (I} the Auburn Rancherla was considered to be a federally recognized tribe prior to the 
enactment of the Rancherla Act; (2) the UA!C Is not required to seek federal recognition 
under 25 C.I'.R. Part 83, and Its request for restoration Is not governed by Part 83: (3) the 
tribal organl.zatlon of the Auburn Rancherla survived the termination of federal supervision 
over and responsibility for the tribe's property and members (I.e., the tribe did not cease to 
exist when federal recognition was withdrawn); (4) Taylor v. Morton's holding that the 
Auburn Rancherla was lawfully terminated In accordance with the Rancherla Act Is still 
good law, notwithstanding the subsequent decision In Knight v Kleppe: and (5) because the 
Auburn Rancherla was lawfully terminated In accordance with the Congressional mandate 
established In the Rancherla Act, the Department of the Interior lacks authority to restore 
recognition to the UAIC! 

The ultimate conclusion of the IBIA on the tribal restoration Issue Is Incongruous In 
light of Its other holdings. If the tribal entity was not terminated, and the lndlvlduallndlan 
status of most of the tribal members was restored under~ the mere termination of 
the trust status of the rancherla's lands could not operate to lawfully withdraw federal 

4A detailed legal analysis of these two cases and their Impact on the Auburn 
Rancherla and Its tribal community Is Included In the booklet titled Auburn Indian 
Community, hereafter referred to as the 'Auburn Report', submitted to the fonner 
House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs on June 18, 1992. 

·~ United Auburn Indian Community y. Sacramento Area Plrector. BIA, IBIA 92· 
186--A (Decided May 28, 1993.) 



93 

recognition of the tribal entity. The IBIA's decision, by foreclosing administrative 
restoration, has placed the UAIC In the position of choosing between two alternatives -
either litigate the Issue of federal recognition, or pursue legislative restoration. Because 
the UAIC had already Initiated an effort to achieve legislative restoration In 1992 through 
11.R. 2144 (originally Introduced as the California Tribal Status Act:), and because of the 
substantial costs of Initiating yet another •untennlnatlon• case, It decided to pursue the 
latter alternative. 

11.R. 2144 was Introduced by Congressman George Miller and several other members 
of the California congressional delegation. One of the original titles of the bill sought to 
restore the federally recognized status of the Auburn Indian Community and eight other 
tennlnated California tribes. l'our of the named tribes were restored In 1992 by settlement 
of the federal court lawsuit In Scotts Yalley Band. et a!. v United Stat:es of America, No. C. 
86-3660 VRW (N.D. Calif.). • In the proposed amended version of 11.R. 2144, the Auburn 
Indian Community was the only remaining tennlnated tribe targeted for restoration. 
Unfortunately, when H.R. 2144 was amended on the Senate side, Title I, which provided for 
restoration of the UAIC, was dropped as part of a compromise which led to the bill's 
enactment as the Advisory Council on California Indian J>ollcy Act of 1992, J>ubllc Law 102-
416. 

The Instant bill, like the Advisory Council on California Indian Polley Act of 1993, 
represents long overdue congressional attention to the serious plight of the California 
Indians who have suffered through decades of abandonment and neglect, and ultimately 
tennlnatlon, by the federal government. The government's misguided policies and actions 
with respect to California Indians, embodied In the Rancherla Act and Its termination 
process, translated Into very real, devastating consequences for California's smallil!dlan 
tribes, Including the UAIC and the J>askenta Band. 

Today, approxtmately 60 members of the UAIC reside on approxtmately 22 acres of 
the original 40 acres of Auburn Ranchetia land remaining In Indian ownership. The total 
membership of the UAIC, based on current enrollment records, Is approxtmately 125, 
Including adults and minors, and enrollment applications are still being received. 7 A small 
community church on the Rancherla serves as a main focal point for many of the Tribe's 
activities. While some of the Indian residents have tmproved their economic status over the 
years since tennlnatlon, the mll)orlty live In poverty. 

Despite the loss of almost half of their small land base and the substandard living 
conditions on the remaining lands, the UAIC remains a cohesive tribal community. In 1989, 
the Tribe successfully resisted, through an aggressive grass-roots voter registration effort, 
an attempt by the City of Auburn to annex the Rancherla lands. Ironically, out of the 
conflict over annexation and a subsequent lawsuit brought by members of the Rancherla 
against the City of Auburn and the County of Placer, a dialogue has developed between the 

"An effort was made to Include the UAIC In the Scotts Valley settlement, but the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs resisted, contending that the UAIC's situation was unique and 
should be addressed separately. 

'To date, the BIA has prepared certificates of Indian blood and family trees for 55 
of the UAIC's adult members, all of whom trace their descendancy ftom members of the 
Auburn Indian Community as constituted at the time of termination. Thirty-four (34) 
of these members possess at least one-half degree Indian blood quantum. 

4 
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Tribe and City and County officials. Indeed, both the County of Placer and the City of 
Auburn have passed resolutions• supporting the restoration of the Tribe's federally 
recognized status and the return of the Rancherla lands to federal trust status. 

Aside from the conditions of poverty, high unemployment, and lack of adequate 
housing and sanitation on the remaining Rancherla lands, the UAIC Is one of the few 
remaining terminated tribes which resides on Its original land base and which maintains, 
despite the lack of any federal or other funding support, a rudimentary form of tribal 
government. The UAIC has demonstrated Its unity as a tribal community, first, by seeking 
redress during the 1970's for Its Illegal termination and, second, by pressing forward during 
the last decade for restoration of Its federally recognized status. 

Locally, the community has made Its voice heard by successfully opposing a massive 
housing development on land Immediately west of and adjacent to the Rancherla. In 
litigation against the City of Auburn and Placer County,• members of the UAIC negotiated a 
settlement which Imposes conditions on the proposed development that (1) provide specific 
protections for the environmental Integrity of the Rancherla and adjacent lands, (2) assist 
the UAIC In Its plans for future development of an adequate sanitation system for the 
Rancherla, and (3) provide the UAIC with a voice In the planning process relating to any 
future development of the adjacent lands. 

Even the State of California, through Its special California Indian Assistance Program, 
which Is funded under the California Department of Housing and Community Development, 
has attempted to assist the UAIC In providing badly needed housing and sanitation facilities 
on the Rancherla. These efforts. however, have been thwarted by the UAIC's lack of federal 
recognition. In a letter dated January 21, 1993. a representative of the California Indian 
Assistance Program provides a vivid description of the housing and sanitation problems on 
the Rancherla and the numerous opportunities that have been lost because of the UAIC's 
lack of federal recognition: 

We have surveyed the living conditions of those living on the formerly 
recognized Rancherla, most recently In 1990. Most families having homes 
there live In poverty, and their homes are In need of rehabilitation or 
replacement. Many other families who are relatives of those living In these 
homes make their homes nearby In vacant lots In makeshift shelters. They 
live In abandoned pickup campers, lean-tos made of plywood and deteriorated 
recreational campers or trailers. These kinds of shelters cannot be 
rehabilitated to code and represent health and safety hazards to the 
occupants. In effect, these families are homeless. · 

Opportunity after opportunity Is lost for federal assistance due to the Tribe's 
lack of federal recognition. • • • 

The Tribe continues to suffer. It Is not an eligible applicant for HUD's 
community development block grant program, another Indian set-aside 
funding program that, historically, has provided many millions of dollars to 

·~Auburn Report, l!:xhlblts A-7 and A-8. 

•castro. et a!. y. City of Aubum. et aL flacer County Superior Court l'lo. 88495 
(Settlement Agreement flied October 28, 1993). 
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"federally recognized" Trlbes across the nation. This past year our program 
successfully wrote grants for community development projects that accessed 
funds for small Trlbes In California totalling $8.5 million. The Auburn Indian 
Community cannot take advantage of this wen designed federal program. 

If the Tribe's efforts to regain federal recognition are successful, our office 
would prioritize grant writing assistance to this Trlbe. Until then. we can do 
little or nothing to help these people. • • • 

The Auburn Indian Restoration Act makes sense as a matter of justice, as well as 
simple economics. Recognition will allow the UAIC to focus Its efforts on the significant 
housing, health and sanitation problems that exist on the Rancherla. Also. with 
confirmation of Its governmental status, the UAIC will be In a position to access special 
Indian program funds available to recognized tribes and to negotiate and work more 
effectively with local governments on Issues of mutual concern. There Is strong evidence 
from the experiences of previously unterm!nated and restored California tribes that the 
transition from poverty, hopelessness and dependency to self-governance, self· 
determination and Increasing economic self-sufficiency can be dramatic when federal 
recognition and financial and technical assistance are available. And finally, aside from the 
substantial human costs associated with perpetuation of the lf\lustlces of termination, there 
are the potential financial costs to the federal government. Without this remedial 
legislation. the UAIC's only alternative Is to litigate the question of restoration. If this 
occurs, the UAIC will seek an award of money damages and attorney's fees against the 
government In addition to declaratory and 11\lunctlve relief. Judging from the success of 
similar cases, they have a strong chance of prevailing. In sum, It makes sense to follow the 
reasonable path that H.R. 4228 offers Instead of forcing the Issue Into litigation. 

Background Information on the 
Paskenta Band of 1'1omlak.l Indians 

In his famous treatise, the "Handbook of California Indians•, A.L. Kroeber surmises 
that Paskenta. which Is Wlntun for •under the bank" Is probably named from a native 
settlement In the Central Wlntun territory.'" This settlement ot Hllll'1omlak.IIndlans. a 
group within the larger Wlntun stock, became the subject of the l"ederal government's 
attention during the early 1900's when Special Indian Agent John J. Terrell was 
commissioned to Identify and acquire land for homeless California Indians. 

The early correspondence of Terrell and other federal officials regarding the Paskenta 
Band substantiates the e~~lstence of a small band or village of Nomlak.llndlans residing In 
the mountainous area of southwestern Tehama County.11 In a census taken around 1915, 
Terrell lists 53 members of the Band.'' 

10"Handbook of California Indians, • A.L. Kroeber (3rd ed,. 1970), at 356. 

11A booklet of Information titled "Paskenta Band of nomlak.llndlans,• hereafter 
referred to as "Paskenta Report•, was submitted to the 'rormer House Committee on 
Interior and Insular Affairs on June 18, 1992. Terrell's early correspondence Is 
contained In Exhibits P·l to 1"·20. 

·~Paskenta Report, Exhibit P·l. 

6 
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Approximately 260 acres of land were acquired In 1920 as a home for the Paskenta 
Band, whose Headman or Chief was a man named William ("Billy") l'reeman. In Terrell's 
1915 census, Billy's age Is stated as 50. His son, Willie or William l'reeman, born In 1903, Is 
Identified In the census and eventually became one of the two dlstrlbutees of the land that 
came to be known as the Paskenta Rancherla. 

By 1922, according to background data complied by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
during the termination era, eleven families, consisting of 27 people, lived on the rancherla. 
This number gradually decreased because of the few employment opportunities In the area, 
Its Isolated location, and the lack of an all-weather road which made It Inaccessible during 
the winter." Though most of the people known as the Paskenta Band moved off the 
Rancherla to seek a better livelihood, many remained In the general area leaving only to 
obtain seasonal farm and ranching work. 

One of the Band's main ties to the Paskenta area Is that It Is the home and burial 
place of Its ancestors. These burial places are still maintained by members of the Paskenta 
Band, giving credence to following statement by Terrell In a November 26, 1917 letter: 

These Indians, like all others are loath to leave very far the last 
resting places of their dead. There are two well marked 
graveyards, one below and the other above their present squat 
village on the Indian woman's land.14 

Two of these cemeteries are within a mile or so of the Paskenta Rancherla. 

While there were only two Indian families residing on the Paskenta Rancherla at the 
time of Its termination on July 7, 1959, the larger group of Indian people constituting the 
Paskenta Band either resided In the nearby community or, If residing elsewhere, maintained 
contact with the larger group through traditional gatherings or ceremonies, and through 
filial ties. Today, there are approximately 150 members who are lineal descendants of the 
Nomlakl Indians comprising the original Paskenta Band." 

In previous congressional testimony, a representative of the Bureau of Indian Mfalrs 
(BIA) surmised that because only two elderly dlstrlbutees were Identified at Paskenta In the 
termination process, there Is no justification for restoring a tribal entity known as the 
Paskenta Band. •• This position Ignores the fact that the Paskenta Rancherla was acquired 
for a well-defined, cohesive band of In,dlans residing on their aboriginal lands at Paskenta, 
an historic village of the Hill Nomlakl. l'urthermore, It disregards the extensive 
correspondence, vintage 1915-1920, between federal officials confirming that the lands of 

·~ Paskenta Report f:xhlblt T-1. 

·~ Paskenta Report, f:xhlblt P-8. 

1"The Band has completed an Initial roll by preparing family genealogies tracing 
current members to those Indian families that formed the original Paskenta Band that 
lived on or near the former Paskenta Rancherta. 

·~ Statement Of Ronal I!den, Director, Office of Tribal Services, BIA, Department 
Of The Interior, Before the Committee On Interior And Insular Affairs, U.S. House of 
Representatives, On H.R. 2144. "California Tribal Status Act Of 1991, • at 3. 

7 
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the Rancherla were to be acquired for an Indian band or village, not simply Individual 
homeless Indian families." And, finally, It attempts to use the Bureau's failure In the 
termination process to properly Identify the Paskenta trlbal community as a basis for 
denying the existence of the Paskenta !land today. 

When a maJority of· the Paskenta Band moved off the Rancherla lands due to the lack 
of employment, poor winter access and lack of water, the Band did not cease to exist. 
However, ttre termination process and the federal government's position In response to H.R. 
2144 Implicitly assume that It did. 

By defining the Paskenta Rancheria at the time of tem~lnatlon as simply a piece of 
trust land occupied by two Indians, the government effectively denied the existence of the 
Indian band that had once been affiliated with the land. •• !'or all Intents and purposes, 
members of the Paskenta Band were treated as Individual Indians only, not as members of 
an Indian band Identified by Terrell and recognized In the early correspondence between 
Terrell and others, Including the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The Distribution Plan for 
the Paskenta Rancherla'", approved by the Secretary of the lnterlor on July 7, 1959, and 
effective as of July 24, 1959, on the vote of two members of the Paskenta !land does not tell 
the whole story. It Is simply one event In a relationship between the Paskenta people and 
the federal government which spanned at least the previous half-century. 

It Is also Important to understand that, at the time the Rancherla Act was being 
Implemented In California, the federally recognized trlbes of California were receiving 
minimal services from the federal government and the vast ma,Jorlty of tribal members In 
California were living In poverty. Despite this lack of adequate funding for then existing BIA 
Indian programs In California, the Bureau of Indian Affairs struck an !llegal deal with the 
subcommittee entertaining the Rancherla termination legislation to the effect that the IliA 
would not ask for any special appropriation to Implement termination, but would absorb all 
of Its costs out of the Bureau's general fund.10 Thus, while the Rancherla Act contained a 
provision authorizing special appropriations up to $509,235, the BIA never asked for a 
penny, Instead choosing to absorb these costs from Its already grossly Inadequate general 
appropriations. 

The point Is that being a member of a federally recognized trlbe In the 1950's and 
1960's In California was no panacea. Recognized Indians received little more In services 
than terminated Indians so there was little Incentive at the time of termination for Indians 
to step forward and assert their connection with a particular piece of land. Especially If 
they, or their parents, had already moved off the land because of the poor conditions and 
lack of BIA services. 

17~ Paskenta Report, Exhibits P-4 to P-20, particularly P·Ul. 

'"There Is correspondence Indicating that protests were lodged by the lndhms 
residing off the Rancherla at the time the assets of the Paskenta Rancherla were 
proposed for dlstrlbutlon. 

·~ Paskenta Report, Exhibit T-9. 

~Paskenta Report, Exhibits T·2 to T-7. 

8 
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It was not until the federal Indian programs of the 1970's were Initiated that clear 
distinctions began to be drawn, for purposes of program eligibility, between members of 
federally recognized tribes and those california Indians who were members of tribes that 
either had never been recognized or, like the Paskenta Band, had been terminated by the 
denial, Implicit In the termination process, that they ever existed. These distinctions 
between recognized, unrecognized and terminated Indians Increased during the 1980's 
when the B!A accelerated Its effort to service only Indians wh<;~ were members of federally 
recognized tribes. It was during this same period that (1) litigation was successfully 
concluded, untermlnatlng a m,Yorlty of the California rancherlas; (2) the federal 
Acknowledgment Project was established; and (3) the unrecognized tribes of California 
realized that their very survival was at stake as the BIA began to ·eliminate• non-federally 
recognized Indians from BIA Indian programs. 

The historical evidence concerning the Paskenta Band Is quite similar to that 
presented to the government In support of the status of the Scotts Valley Band as an 
historical tribal entity In Scotts Valley Band of Porno Indians. et al. v. Us A .. Clv. l'lo. c-86-
3660 VRW (l'I.D. Ca!lf.). 11 In both the Scotts Valley and Paskenta cases, the government 
recognized the existence of an historical band of Indians, occupying a clearly defined 
territory and exercising traditional decision-making by consensus and through a headman. 
And, In both cases, the government conducted an election under the IRA.>> The Paskenta 
Band, having accepted the IRA In 1935, and never having been officially and lawfully 
terminated,"' Is eligible to organize under the IRA. 

Specific Comments and Suggested Changes 
to 11.R. 4228 

Section •(d). This provision establishes the nontaxable status of lands accepted 
Into trust under this section. Since subsection (b) authorizes the Secretary to accept Into 
trust Indian owned fee land within the former Auburn Rancherla held by persons listed as 
dlstrlbutees or dependent members In the Auburn distribution plan, these lands, If accepted 
In trust, will be nontaxable. However, this subsection refers only to lands taken Into trust 
for the benefit of the Tribe. 

Recommendation: After the word "Tribe" In Section 4(d), Insert the words "or 
Individual members of the Tribe". In every rancberla untermlnatlon case, the judgment or 
settlement has provided for restoration to trust status of those rancberla lands remaining 
In Individual Indian ownership. 

Section 5. This section makes reference to the criminal and civil jurisdiction 
provisions of Public Law 280, 18 U.S.C. 91162 and 28 U.S.C. §1360. 

21The Scotts Valley Band was restored pursuant to a Judgment entered by the United 
Slates District Court, Northern District of canromla. on September 6, 199L 

''"The Paskenta Band accepted the IRA on June 10, 1935, by a vote of 17 to 0 with 
a votb;tg population of 26. 

"'This Is notwithstanding the government's apparent position that the f'Mkenta 
Band simply cessed to exist because, at the time of termination, they were not present 
In sufficient numbers on the Paskenta Rancberla. 

9 
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Public Law 280 applies to Indian country In Callfomla regardless of this legislation. 
Including this provision Is unnecessary and may create an Inference that Congress Is 
making a special rule for this small tribe. 

Moreover, the United States Supreme Court and the Ninth Circuit have construed 
Public Law 280 In favor of retained tribal jurisdiction In a number of cases. ~ ~ ~ 
y. Itasca County. 426 U.S. 37.3 (1976); Santa Rosa Band of Indians v. Kings County, 532 f'.2d 
655 (9th Clr. 1975), ~-~ 429 U.S. 10.38 (1976); Barona Qrouo of the Capitan Orande 
Bandy. Duffy. 694 F.2d 1185 (9th Clr. 1982); California y. Cabazon Band of Mission Indians. 
480 u.s. 202 (1987); Native VIllage of Venetie I.R.A Councl! y. State of Alaska. 944 f'.2d 548 
(9th Clr. 1991). In the wake of these decisions, the jurisdiction that the States originally 
assumed had been transferred to them under Public Law 280 has been narrowly confined. 
States lack general civil regulatory jurisdiction on Indian reservations and are authorized 
only to apply their rules of decision In c!vll cases to disputes to which Indians are parties. 
In the crimina! law area, states have broader jurisdiction; however, tribes still retain 
concurrent criminal jurisdiction over tribal members on the reservation up to the penalty 
limits of the Indian Civil Rights Act, 25 U.S.C. n302(7). 

In light of these decisions, It seems anomalous to Include a specific statement that 
"(t)he State shall exercise criminal and clvll jurisdiction within the boundaries of the 
reservation ... , • citing Public Law 280 without any qualification. The better, and less 
problematic, approach Is to omit the provision and let Public Law 280 stand on Its own, as 
construed by the Supreme Court and the Ninth Circuit. 

An alternative approach might be to simply state that state laws shall apply on the 
reservation to the same extent as they apply to other areas of Indian country In California 
under Public Law 280. 

Section 6(b)(:Z): This provision deals with future membership In the Tribe (after 
adoption of an IRA constitution). 

Recommendation: In subsection (b){2), place a period after "Tribe" and eliminate the 
rest of the paragraph. Subsection (b)(l) will determine the base membership roll of the 
Tribe for purposes of the Initial vote adopting a tribal constitution, but once the tribal 
constitution Is In place, It Is up to the Tribe to determine Its own membership. The 
Secretary will have direct Input Into the membership provisions of the tribal constitution 
since the Secretary will be preparing the base membership roll and conducting the Initial 
election under the Indian Reorganization Act, 25 U.S.C. ll461 ~ ~- It Is Inappropriate and 
may establish a negative precedent to narrow, by statute, the Tribe's authority to determine 
Its own membership. 

If the current language Is retained, the word "enrolled" should be Inserted before the 
phrase "member of another federally recognized tribe.· This eliminates any ambiguity that 
might occur If a person were eligible for membership In another federally recognized tribe, 
but had not enrolled with that tribe. 

Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to address the Subcommittee regarding 
this Important legislation. Also, I would like to request leave to supplement the existing 
record by submitting recently completed draft reports on both the UAIC and the Paskenta 
Band. 

10 
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CALIFORNIA INDIAN LEGAL SERVICES 

Directing Altomey 
Jay B. Peltrsm 

Staff Attorneys 
M4rgaret B, Crow 
Maureen H. Geary 

Leigh terry 

510 • 16th Street, Suite 301 
Oakland, California 94612 

Telephone (510) 835-0284 
Fax (510) 835-8045 

June 20, 1994 

The Honorable Bill Richardson 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Native American Affairs 
1522 Longworth HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Re: H.R. 4228. the Auburn Indian Restoration Act 

Dear Congressman Richardson: 

Exerutive Directox 
Michu<l S. Pf<fftr 

DiredQr of Litiplion 
Stephen V. Quesenbeny 

In Reply Refer to; 90-1 

I have enclosed a report entitled "United Auburn Indian Community: Background 
Information Concerning Tribal Restoration", Theodoratus and Emberson (1994). 

The United Auburn Ind ian Community (UAIC) respectfully requests that the 
report be included as part of the official record of the Subcommittee's proceedings on 
H.R. 4228. Thank you for your continuing commitment to the restoration of 
California's terminated tribes. 

SVQ:Ie 
Enclosure 
cc: Fred Cooper. Chairperson, 

Sincerely. 

~-~~ 
Stephen V. Quesenberry 
Director of Litigation 

United Auburn indian Community 
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United Auburn Indian Community 

Ba~kqround Information Concerning Tribal Restoration 

Geri Emberson, B.A., M.A. Candidate 
Dorothea J Theodoratus, Ph.D. 

for the 

Unite~ Auburn In~ian Community 

and 

California Indian Legal Services 
steve Quesenberry, Attorney 

June 1994 
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United Auburn Indian Community 

B~okground Information Concerning Tribal Restoration 

Geri Emberson, B.A., M.A. Candidate 
Dorothea J Theodoratus, Ph.o.l 

The United Auburn Indian Community (UAIC), a terminated 
tribe, is seeking restoration of its status as a federally 
recognize~ tribe. This group's termination as a federally 
recognized tribe became effective August 18, 1967 (32 F.R. No. 
160, Doc. 67-9650, Filed Aug. 17, 1967). Since 1967, many mem­
bers of this community have continued to reside on the termi­
nated lands formerly known as the Auburn Rancheria located on 
the margin of the city of Auburn, a small northern California 
foothill town approximately 35 miles from the state capitol at 
Sacramento, Most other members live in the vicinity of or 
within commuting distance to the town of Auburn. 

Since the time of termination tribal members have main­
tained close social and political interaction, and eventually 
organized as·tbe UAIC under a constitution adopted by the 
general membership on July 20, 1991, In addition to these 
connections, the community has remained affiliated through 
genealogical ties. Presented below is a summary of research 
findings on membership and socio-political interaction and 
continuity since termination for the UAIC. 

Membership and Kinship 

A list of the current membership of the UAIC appears in 
Appendix A. Appendix a contain~ •A Plan for the Distribution 
of the Assets of the Auburn Rancharia, According to the Pro­
visions of Public Law 85-671, Enacted br the 85th congress, 
Approved August 18, 1958• (72 Stat. 619, amended August 11, 
1964, 78 Stet. 390). This plan includes a listing of the orig­
inal distrlbutees and their dependent members, as of August 
1958, It is included for the purpose of demonstrating the 
relationships amon9 the current (1993) tribal membership and 
the distributees end dependent members listed therein. Afpen­
dix C contains genealogical charts which detail the kinsb p of 
the current membership, The BlA Tribal Operations Office, 
Central California Agency, has certified that the information 
on these charts is correct thereby verifying historical rela­
tionships to past Auburn Ranoheria membera/di8trlbutees. 

As the data in Appendices A, B and C indicate, the member­
ship of the UAIC continues to reside either on the lands 
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formerly known as the Auburn kancheria or within •reasonable 
proximity• to Auburn, California, As of 1976 there were thir­
teen individually owne4 parcels and four community owned 
parcels held by the White Oak Ridge Association remaining in 
Indian ownership on the Rancheria (Attachment to Memo concern­
ing "Federal Recognition of Previously Terminated Dependent 
Members,• to Area Director, Sacramento Area Office, from 
Maurice M. Babby, May 21, 1987). As of 1992, 22 of the origi­
nal 40 acres of the Rancheria remained under Indian ownership 
with 52 members residing on the former Rancheria. The member­
ship totaled 151 (CILS Narrative Statement, Auburn Indian 
community 1992), The Rancheria remains a focal point for the 
UAIC membership (Pield Data). 

Social Intorection ep4 Continuity 

As the UAIC veneelogiea (Appendix B) clearly demonstrate, 
UAIC membership is connected through genetic relationships as 
well as affinial relationships. Since termination, the mem­
bers of the former Auburn Rancheria have continued to interact 
socially as a group. Much of the social interaction has taken 
place internally; however, members of the community have par­
ticipated as a group with other communities as well. This can 
be demonstrated in various ways. 

Internal 'interaction refers to those activities which have 
continued to take place on the former Rancheria in members' 
homes or at community property. The lndian Pull Gospel Church 
(established 193a) located on land held by the White Oak Ridge 
Association (lot 26) has hosted regular church assemblies on 
sundays and Wednesday evenings through the years, and also has 
been a focal point for activities of a religious nature, such 
as baptisms end •wakel." In addition to these functions the 
church grounds and facilities have served as the gathering 
place for community activities, such as official tribal meet­
ings, community potlucks, and fund-raiser•. The "church 
grounds" include several treee, a parking lot, a building for 
storage, a Qtassy area, and picnic table• and benches. Since 
this area is-located at the intersection of two main roads 
--one which bisectl the Rancherla and the other which serves as 
ita southern boundary-- it 11 a convenient location for UAIC 
members to meet among themselves or with outsiders. 

Tribal Council meetinvs are held inside the church during 
evenings or in inclement weather; otherwise meetings are held 
outside on the church grounds. The community comes together at 
the church grounds for an annual •rndian Church camp Revival• 
meeting. Most people from the UAIC attend •• well as people 
from outeide the community, mostly Indian but some non-Indian 
as well. This event inclu4ea potlucka, a pancake breakfast and 
other events aeide from the religious aetivltles. This occa­
sion is viewed as a major event for the host community (FielG 
Data), 
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Other community events include an annual Fourth of July 
potluck at one of the community homes on the former rancheria. 
The entire UAIC is invited and most are usually in attendance. 
The community also gathers for an annual Easter/Sprinq festival 
held at another UAIC residence. Since 1988, when the annual 
Maidu-Miwok Big Time Pow Wow was first held at the Auburn Dam 
overlook near the former rancheria, members from the Auburn 
community have participated. Letters of invitation have been 
addressed to individuals in the Auburn Indian co~nity but 
participation has been a OAIC qroup activity. Another commu­
nity event takes place on Memorial Day at the •Maidu Cemetery• 
(sometimes called Bing Crosby cemetery because he donated the 
lands to the Auburn Indians). The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
conduct a memorial service at this time (Field Data). 

In addition to annual events, community Indian organiza­
tions provide an important source for social interaction 
between tribal members and other Indian constituencies. The 
Placer Indian Association, the Equal Rights Indian Council, and 
the Northern Sierra Indian Health Program serve to bring com­
munity members together with persona from other Indian commu­
nities for the mutual promotion of equal rights in the areas of 
housing, employment, education, health care, and transporta­
tion. For example, the Northern Sierra Indian Health Program 
was started by the Auburn Indian co~nity but has since been 
expanded to include other Indian communities within four adja­
cent count~es (Field Data), 

Individuals regularly visit friends and family for personal 
(e.g., casual conversation) as well as for formal purposes such 
as birthdays or holida~s (Field Data), Interactions between 
indivi~uals an~ involvement in group activities has always been 
an important aspect of social cohesiveness and continuity for 
the Auburn Indian community, These interactions eztend beyond 
the social realm and overlap with activities of a political 
nature. 

Political Intarqotion an4 Contipnltx 

Prior to the completion of termination proceedinqs, in 
February or 1961, the White Oak Rid9e Association was formed by 
distributees for the purposes of receiving ana managing the 
community parcels which were to be transferred from federal 
supervision to the Auburn Indian community (Articles of Asso­
ciation of the White Oak Ridge Association, February 1, 1961 
[CILS Auburn files]), This or9anization was to give impetus 
for much of the community's ezternal political interactions for 
many years following its inception. The White Oak Ridge Asso­
ciation managed the church property where many social activi­
ties (discussed above) continue to be held, as well as those 
properties which contained the water system and the water pump. 
These social activitlea fostered political activities within 
the community, aa well as interactions with the outside 
community, 
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Water has long been an issue for the Auburn Indian commu­
nity. The water system had been originally provided for the 
Rancheria in 1953 by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The system 
was deemed inadequate and an upgrade of the water system was a 
prerequisite for full compliance with the Rancheria Act (Harry 
Busselen, 1962, A Study of the Federal Termination of a Cali­
fornia Rancheria and Its Effects Upon the social and Economic 
Intevration of the Indian Population Involved, M.A. Thesis, 
California State University, Sacramento). The White Oak Ridge 
Association was orvanized in 1961 to handle issues in connec­
tion with the water supply. This Association met revularly to 
discuss procedures for water maintenance and distribution until 
the Rancheria properties were connected to the City of Auburn 
water supply at the end of 1974. In the intervening years the 
water issue became a catalyst for a legal case. Taylor va. 
MotiQn, Civ. No. C-70-719SAW (N.D. Cal.), was filed as a class 
action suit on April 7, 1970 on behalf of the Indian residents 
of the Auburn Rancheria seeking relief from the federal govern­
ment for its failure to provide an adequate water system to 
service the former rancheria, a specified condition of the 
Rancheria•s acceptance of termination. Money damages were also 
sought in this case (Taylor ys. Morton, supra.; Auburn Journal 
April 9, 1970; Letter of May 22, 1990, to Scott Keep, Assistant 
Solicitor, Division of Indian Affairs, and Olen R. Goodsell, 
Attorney, Land and Natural Resources Division, U.S. Department 
of Justice, ·from Stephen Quesenberry, CILS). The resolution of 
the case w~s a $92,000 payment by the government for the con­
struction and installation of a water distribution system for 
the Indian homes on the Rancheria (Stipulation for Judgement, 
filed January 14, 1972, in~ v. Morton). 

The Placer County Water Agency prepared to construct a 
water system to the rancheria with the monies provided through 
the settlement and at the same time was to receive a $100,000 
grant from the Economic Development Avency for this purpose. A 
representative for the White Oak Ridge Association wrote Judge 
Stanley A. Weigel who.had presided over Taylor ya. MOrton about 
the Auburn Indian community concerns over the double funding 
for the water reconstruction project. The letter complained 
that the Water Agency could uae the settlement funds to accom­
plish the water system upgrade and then use the Economic 
Development Agency funds for other unrelated uses within the 
County. A primary point was the quality of the water. The 
water Agency, while upgrading and extending the system, would 
be using the same contaminated water source as previously used 
by the former Rancheria (Letter to Judge Stanley A. Weivel, 
u.s. District Court, from Luther Cayton, March 5, 1973 (CILS 
Files]s see also Busselen, QR ~. p. 48). Attached to the 
letter to Judge Weigel was a letter signed by eighteen members 
requesting that CILS attorneys postpone a meeting on the water 
system because the complexities involved for resolution re­
quired more time for group consideration (Letter to Robert 
Donovan, CILS, from White Oak Ridge Association, February 20, 
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1973 (CILS Files]). The dispute resulted in delays in imple­
menting the Judgment entered by Judge Weigel on February 3, 
19721 however, on April 25, 1973, after further hearings, Judge 
Weigel entered a final order confirming the earlier judgment. 

A second lawsuit, taylor v. Hearne, was filed in 1977 
challenging the County of Placer' a forced tax sale of a parcel 
of Rancheria land that had been distributed to an individual 
Auburn Indian •t the time of termination. The federal govern­
ment's failure to provide an adequate water system on the 
Rancheria prior to termination again surfaced as an issue. The 
question presented in the case was whether or not the former 
Indian land had retained its tax exempt status because of the 
failure on the part of the Secretary of the Interior to install 
sanitation and water facilities a1 required by the Rancheria 
Act, taylor y Hearne, 637 F. 2d 689 (9th Cir. 1981), Taylor 
argued further that the deed to the property, which was issued 
in 1961, did not remove the property's tax exempt status until 
at least 1967 when the Secretary of Interior published the 
notice of termination of the Rancheria's tax exempt status 
(Id., at 690), The court of appeals rejected Taylor's argument 
and confirmed the validity of the forced tax sale (ld., at 692). 

The decision in Iaylor y. Hearne was yet another reminder 
to the Auburn Indians of the continuing effects of termination; 
specifically, that loss of tax exempt status for the Ranch­
aria's lands jeopardized the existence of the Indian community 
because many Indian landowners could not afford to pay the 
state and local taxes. During the process of termination and 
in subsequent years, members of the former Auburn Rancheria 
questioned the termination process. The reasons behind this 
were that they had not been fully informed about the termina­
tion process and were not informed that the dependent members 
would lose their rivhts (Field DataJ CILS File Memo from Bill 
Lamb, May 13, 1~72 [CILS Files)). Former Rancheria members 
said the BIA told the~ they had to terminate due to the BIA's 
plan to withdraw from California within five years. 

Members of the Auburn Indian Community also participated in 
Knight y. Kleppe, Civ No. C-74-0005 (H.D. Cal.), a class action 
suit filed in the interests of dependent members of all of the 
terminated reneherias. The dependent members of the Auburn 
Indian Community participated in this suit as members of the 
class, and their status as individual Indians under federal law 
was reinstated by final judgement entered therein on February 
20, 1976. 

The Auburn Indian community once again responded aa a group 
to outside pressure ln 1989 to protest proposed annexation of 
former Auburn Rancheria properties. In December of 1989 the 
city of Auburn propoaed the annezation of 165 acres of land 
directly to the west of the Rancheria. This action would have 
resulted in zonlno problems for the Rancheria, bringing the 
Rancheria under the jurisdiction of the City· of Auburn. The 
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Auburn City Council conducted a hearing concerning the proposed 
annexation. In attendance were approximately 30 Auburn Indians 
who opposed the action. Despite the opposition by the Auburn 
Indian people as well as other citizens, this action was 
approved. In March 1990, two members from the former ranch­
aria, as representatives of the community, filed a legal pro­
test of the annexation claiming the procedure could not legally 
be accomplished (Castro. et al. v. City pf Auburn, Placer 
County Superior Court, Case No. 88495). The parties eventually 
reached settlement after protracted ne~otiations. A portion of 
the settlement agreement, reached October 28, 1993, provides 
for a buffer zone between the •Auburn Indian Rancheria• and the 
annexed property, and requires written notice to the Executive 
Council of the Auburn Indian Community and ita attorneys con­
cerning any proposed development on the annexed lands. Recog­
nizing the Rancheria lands as a distinct property the agreement 
denotes these lands as an •agricultural, Residential-Indian 
Reserve zoning overlay. In addition, the City of Auburn agreed 
to support the Auburn Indian Community efforts to obtain fed­
eral restoration of its tribal stetus and the to return the 
former Rancheria lands to trust status (Exhibit B, Resolution 
to Support Federal Recognition of Auburn Rancheria, Dec. 11, 
1989, Res. 89-198). 

Another demonstration of local support for the Auburn 
Indian Commpnity•s effort to achieve restoration of their 
status as a federally recognized tribe was the resolution of 
the Placer County Board of Supervisors titled •A Resolution of 
the Board of Supervisors supporting H.R. 2144,• which passed 
unanimously January 7, 1992 (Resol, No. 92-8). 

During the course of the City and county proceedings, the 
Auburn Indian Community, on July 20, 1991, elected to adopt a 
constitution which formed the organization of the United Auburn 
Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria. This organisation 
acts as the governing bodr to4ay of this historic Rative 
American community. 

Swguarv 

The Native American Community sssocisted with the former 
federally recognized Auburn Indian Community has remained 
affiliated through kinship ties and social activities since 
termination. This community is recognized socially and politi­
cally as a separate entity by organizations and agencies in 
Placer and adjacent counties. The City of Auburn and the 
County of Placer clearly recognize this community as separate 
from other County residents. This recognition has endured 
through time as a distlnctlve component throughout the forma­
tion of the rancheria, the termination of lts federal trust 
status, the post-termination rears, and more recently through 
the community's attempts to regain federal recognition as a 
self-governing Indian tribe. 
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footnote 
F1e16 work was con~ucted during 1993 through interviews 

with United Auburn Indian Community members, observations of 
community activities, and 4ocument research. Information from 
interviews an6 observations is referred to in this document as 
•Field Data.• 
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APPENDIX A 

UNI'l'EO AUBURN INDIAN COMMUNITY 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP LIST 
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llrriCiliL IIIHIIJUIIII, 9f 'IIIII UIII'llll AUaUIUI liiiUAII CCIIIIUUr¥ 
9f 'I'UI AUIUJII IWICiti:IUA 

Chc1•tln• D. 8aall 

Kaulla J. Co•p 
!IU indian Ranched• llcl. 
Auburn, CA 95603 

O•cron Pre•ton Cayton 
815 tndl&n Riutch•cta Jld .. 
Auburn. CA 9'5603 

Rob! n Oawn Cayton 
8l6l DavUle Oak• Way 
citru• Helihte, CA '5621 

sh•lla JUl coo~¥' 
4720 Jtacetcac:k C.h·ole 
ttockltn. CA 95617 

hn<l .. a by Dal9ado 
P~O .. Boa 673 
Llneoln, CA 95648 

Hon1cA IE"yA HughM 
12211 Dq Craok llcl. 
At.~bucort. Cl. 15601 

t:Jnald Harn• ~•Y••c­
ll$4 McClintock £an• 
AubuJ:"n, CA 95601 

Ant,~dLno Karle led<lo 
811 indian Jtancbul.a ltd. 
A4burn, CA 9$603 

Klchul If. Outp 
953 Indhft llanchu Ia lid. 
Auburn, Cll 9560) 

Luther ldworcl Cayton 
7209 Choollne Dr. 
citruo H•i9hte, CA 95621 

T!1110thy 8don Cayton 
C/0 815 indian II&IU,IIoda lido 
Auburn, CA 95C503-

I 

Ta.. Cc•19 COO;MIC' 
891 ItuU.an R•nc:h•~1• ltd. 
Auburn, CA 95,0l 

K&xlne K•r14ln• G.r••l•Y 
elS ln.diafl Ranchec1a Rd. 
A\ltXU:A,. C4 95·0· 

Monte& .J••n .1ohn•t0111 
161 lndtan hncberl.a llcl. 
A.ubu~,a,. CA fS40J 

X•lley ••• ley••• 
1lla ttoClil>toclc r.aae 
Aut...rll, CA U60l 

GoraldLilO r. Caap 
I 71 lndioA lloneher h II.J. 
Aul>urn, Cll 95603 

Pr••toa c., Caap 
tU Jndi&n lloRebarh ad. 
llut...rn, Cll 95601 

Jobart. Ll'IIA Cayton 
22215 roroot:bUl Rd. 
ror .. tiiUl, CA 95611 

rrod J. COopeC' 
871ll lllnchoda lld. 
Auburn, Q tS,Ol 

~•r1 JA• Col:'da&'o 
11112 llidgowood ltd. 
A.\abU&'11" CA t560,J 

....... hy-11•~ 
~904 Weald way, #212 
aact"...,.nt:o,. CA t$133 

llovtd 111tohe11 ltarou 
161 lndt..l IIOMII&r1o 11J. 
llubu<n, Cll t560J 



Carolyn Ann Hartin•• 
3922 Na<tll Pack Plao• 
Au-b\otCI\ 1 CA 9S60l 

Checlyn Ann Ort1c 
c/o 2600 28tb Stuet 
SICt"•lilento, CA t51ll 

J'.-m•• Edt-~l.f'd Ra.moa 
Sl50 ~uburn .. rol•o• Jtd .. 
Aubucn, CA 95,0l 

Alan (CIIlpe) Horgan ll•l' 
961 Indian lloncll ... la ad. 
Aubucn, CA 9S60l 

Oon. s. Ray 
9Sl lndlan 1\.tnchacia ltd. 
Aubu&.'n, CA 95603 

Jo~tM• Nathan tt•y II 
ll'2lS Dey C~;•ek ltd. 
Aubucn 4 CA 95603 

tocr&Ln• li•r 
2021 Atuh:•99 ltd. 
Aubu".n, CA t5a0l 

Robert. J..,. Rey 
2021 A.ndreg9 Ad. 
AU:b.lcn, CA tsaol 

Ha.:old tf&naon at&t:ker 
9Sl Jnd!an llo~noheria Rd. 
AubU:rn, CA 9560l 

C•navtev• Ro•• Stucgeon 
7:209 Ch••l.ln• ()c. 
Citcu• H•19ht•, CA 9S,21 
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.Sblrl•Y J•an Hactlnea 
3922 Hocth Pack Phce 
Auburn, CA 95601 

H•rk c. Orti& 
o/o Jylvla t.aggatt 
2EOO 28th Str .. c 
Saccuento, CA 95818 

Sh•rry Ann R..oa 
C/O UiO AubuC'n-FoleOfl Rd:. 
AubU:rn, CA 9S60l 

cecil R.alpb Rey 
o/o Violat R•f 
Ul Indhn Jlonchada Rd. 
Auburn, CA 9560l 

Donald :stanl•y Ray 
891 Indian ftAncberla Jtd. 
AubL~ol.*Ji, CA 9560l 

.;r.._. Nathan R•)" lU 
12211 Dey Cr••k. Rd. 
Aubucn, CA 95601 

IA&'"O)' K ... ay 
~661 Graenback L&ne 
ctt .. \1• K•i9bt.•, CA .5621 

Violet; At')galtn• ••r 
891 Jnd.l41.ta Jllaftcl'l•c-1& Jld. 
Aubuca, CA 9560J 

s-.w:•l Au•tlA ltark•r 
953 Indian Ran<Oh•rh lid. 
Aubu.:n, CA 95601 

Anthont J.ee Su•h••d 
9-5) Indian llanch••l• JtQ~ 
Auburn, CA t560l 

Cacl Kocaan 
•11 lndbn hnch•c 11. Rd. 
AubU:t'n, CA. t560J 

CecUh &yhla Roaoo 
9$0 Aubu<n-f<>loo.o Rd. 
Auburn, CA 95EOl 

Ter l L•• ltAilO• 
11710 Sdgo..ood Rd. 
Aub\4,c'ft, CA. 15601 

D<~nny ~·r 
953 Indian bncbarb Ad. 
Auburn, CA 95603 

oou9h.• ••r 
2021 Andr•<JII ad. 
Auburn, CA tS60l 

JO.-.b•clr A .. Jtey (Dut•ctl 
2904. Weald W•y, .f2U 
Sacr....,.nto,. CA 9!J8ll 

Rlcha.rd. a. Ray 
atl lndi&n Jlaoched.a ~d 
A>.Jbou·n~ CA tSOl 

O•~u·•tiu alvlra Stark&~ 
9Sl ln4iaA llADCbach Jlct, 
Aubucn, CA 95603 

II.JiCb&l".t. ClAIC Suehe•d 
95l Jndhn ltanctlec h 11:4. 
Aubu.rn, CA 9560.) 



Out l r Sueh•ad 
tSl lni.Ji.tn R.tnc:hetfa Jld . 
Aubu,n, CA 95,0) 

Ow•n ftau l Sueh•ad 
c/o .John ot h·•l' sv•h••d 
9U lAdhn llonchnta lid . 
Auburn , CA 9560l 

J•••lcA Jo•n T.av•r•• 
4720 lhc•tk'ack Circle 
Jlocklln, CA t517'J 

racl Lottie 1•yloc 
815 tndhA Ranched.• !'d. 
Aubttl'ltl, CA 9S60l 

113 

Wl 11 h• Warn• Sw•h••d 
JtlU Auburn ror•tthill llld. 
l'ore•thU l, CA 956Jl 

Audrey Lucllle Taylor 
au Jndlln llonchula 11<1. 
Auburn, CA 95601 

Pa1111ela WhltehCno~ae 
840 tn4hn Aanc::h•cla ~d. 
Avburn, CA 9~60l 

.lol'tn Ol het Su•head 
til lndlan "•nchecla ,.4 . 
Avb11rn, Ct. tS60l 

Clenft au9ene t'lflOC' 
IU lndloft hncherll Ad. 
Aubuc-n, CA 1560) 

L1A4e J . I•J 
I 180' DCJ Crook Ll . , 148 
Aubun, CA 9S60J 

.VfftOVIp PQDIHG IUIHIIIIOM Of INBOUJIIH'r AlPLIQtiOI 

Blanche Hllliame 
905 Indian P:anch•rta Rd. 
Aubu~n. CA 9560l 

Vlc:'toC' S. Wtllhcc 
90S Indian Jlanch•rJa Jtd. 
""bttcn, CA t560.l 

C•·n•ac. Hehln t•99•tt 
c/o 2•00 21t.b lt r e•t 
saoc-a .. nto, CA. tSile 

.l•nlo• 1 . Wlllh.111.a 
905 Jndtan Jtanc h•ria Rd. 
Auttucn, CA t'$60) 

v1c·9lnla .J. WlllJa~~a 

901 Jndlan Rancbecla Ad. 
Aubucn, CA t5,0) 

John a. Ntllla.a 
90S ttullan aat~~oh•cl.a ftd. 
Au lnlrn, CA t560J 

.John "· Nlllla.e, ,J~. 
tOI Indian llancharh rt4. 
).ubucn, CA tS60J 

Srl•ta Haatne teg9et.t 
2•00 2eth Stceet 
laocaa.en&o, ca tJita 
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APPENDIX 8 

A PLAN FOR THB DISTRIBUTION OF THE ASSETS 

OJt THE AUBURH RA:NCHP!RIA, 

ACCORDING TO THB PROVISlOBS OF PUBLIC LAW 85-671 1 

ENACTED BY THE 85th CONGRESS, 
APPROVED August 18, 1958 
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A PLAN fO& 'tHI DlS'tRt.DUTIUN Of Til& ASS!TS OF '111& 

AIJBUIUC lWiCHEatA, ACCOIU)ING TQ 'nlB PROVISIONS Of' 

PllULlC LAW 8!5•671, ENActtiD BY THB 8Stll CONOMSS, 

APPROVED AUGUST 181 19S8 

'thoa Aubum ~ocl;lerb h cocprhed of t'ort7 (~1!f 

locattcl to 1'1ocer Cowty, CoUlorota. (A le;al .s'et~dpttoa u 

of dooe1tio water frow a cootral pleat ao~fcao further fiDptovCIIIent 

tor: water b aeceual:}' uoleoo other homea era conttructecl prtor to 

c:o1weyaoce of tU:la. The coet: of the development of the pre,.at . 
vatec syetea 1111 beeo pbc.acl ee e ILea agdnet the roncheda. 

· A paved hl&frway c:roes .. the toutbea•t comer of tha 

ro.ucher:ta. A bar4top al~·veather roe4 vee conatructecl tbroual!. tftct 

raac:herta ~1 tbe lunau of tncltu Aflairt ucl tumecl owl' to r1tce&' 

County toc utatea.eace puzopoeet. 

tU exter:iol' boucqde• have beea •unef14 aocl comere 

e1tabU1bMo Iatedoc •u.nq• vlU h requlro.t. 

S'bne ere AO fundtl oo lepotU: to the cre41c of the ranclt.• 

~ da, ettlllr la 111 tnclf.vtdual Iodlea Hoae7 Account lui tlt.e Aroe Otftca 

~I' to the 11oUecl Statu Tceaeuq. '11M17 4o oot he-.. a cooet1tvtloa oc 

:horto.-. l'ben an • Coftnmeat bld.ldlqe fawlY•d• 
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tho ~noJtCI\II ~htcd huno h1 uo l'<!o;Ot;nhed •• the only people 

of the raac:h11rb vho bold forlil.ll or tnfunaal anlc111110nte and are entttle.t 

'to ahace 'tct th• dietributloa of the reol utate ond all adulu putlclp.1Uos 

ore copat,:., of ltoodllo& t!lolr ow offdn. All clhtdbuteu au full1 

advised ~l the opportunity to participate 14 the vocational trelalaJ 

pro~r= effordod by tht Duruu of radian Afl'ah·• 1nd. none hu lblf1c:atecl 

any lntorotot. 

tho Indiana of the Auburn ltoneherla cfedre tol'lllnetloa undol' 

c lle provhlono of PubUc taw BS-671 and requeat that the · Duro11u of lndhn 

Affof.u . undertake tile follow Ina ec: tton•• 

1. Provido asdatance for tbe euoblhl'llllent of • la&al entity, •• 

.. y be necc••arr. to accept the conveyance of proportlcs tbo' 

ore to be retaluecl by the aroup. 

2. Convey tho water oyot~ to the group. Thlt conveyonce Include• 

tpproxllletcly oae 'luuter acre ia toe No. '• loeot1on of the 1tor• 

•&• unk1 and one 'luarter •~ro ln tot No. 25, locttloa of the 

pwpln& plont. Convey 8110 to the ;roup tho park aru. tot No, U, 

aalf ctw chuccll area, Loc lfo. 26. loeb conve7eaca to .. alvea to the 

aroup •• a leaaleatlty ocsantaed to accept tM. 

3, Arl'a~o foe tile AOceuart e .. eCDCnt• fc-011 ucla dlttrlllutea fol' 

dptl•of•Wa7 tcrou each lot, vhew:e neceuerr, to ftcllitate 

the coatinuance of • veta'&' tyetea to polntl of 11••• 
"· c111c:e1 aU re~unabla ialflbtec!Ae,. ovlaa to -tht United Stetea 

oo accouoc ' of ·uapd4 conacructloo eAcl/or optntioa IH ullltanaooa 

ch.trall foe ¥atar faclUtlee. 

5. IUI'ftbb uc:b 4iltdbutea tho tppl'od&lte value of hll oc bn Joe 

a 
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at tb• t1110 of conveyance. 

6. Hake such •urvt71 oa oro n~ee .. ar:y to convey a c:ocell&lltable 

~nd reco~da~l• title to each lot. 

1. Convoy to tnd1vt4ual Indlons, aecordln& to thla plaa 10d to 

tho Dap attached hereto vbich ta a part of thia plan, uore• 

otricted tttlo to laod.now bolonalna to tho United Stotet. 

title oholl ba 1ubjoct to axtsttna rlahta•uf•vay, ~•••mente 

or toa~a ~nd ahall 1ocludct 1110h c1aua1 and vatu rtpta 11 
/ . 

The d1str1buteu who vUl receive tf.tle to particular loti and 

the dependent mor:~bere of their lmaaedf.Ate fmUlo1 are: . - - . 

IWl! .. '0, REl.AtlONSifll 

Cleve Roy 1 Dbtdbutee 

Josophiao ley •life 

Victor Willi~ 1 & D1etr1butee 
12 

Aanea v. WUlhu lltfa 
Victor Wtlltau, Jr. Soa 
Vlralnta WUU.~~~t Dauahtel' 
Blanche 1111111• Daupur • 
joha VlllliCII · loa 
Jaoll 111111,.. llauthttl' 

Joaeph Wll•J 3 DlttdbutiO 

Allee 1. VUtJ Wlfa 

Viola Kun17 4 Dlotdltutoe 

JRk '1'. Stuka1. s D11trlktae 

Daar•tbe 1.- Starka7 Wlfe 
Jtorolcl. s. lttrkq loa 
tioq H. ltarkq ... 

.1 

811\THDATI ADDRESS 

2•28·1897 Route l 
Aubuna, Ca11forata 

9•28·1S9S Somo 

3·14·1914 

Z•26•19US 
8·12·19110 
7·19•1941 
3..09•1941 
l•:ZC•1941 
S..08•19" 

6•21•18tl 

3·03•18t3 

4·21•18Jl 

12•11-1901 

l•lO•lJOJ 
2•U•lMS 
2-04•1MI 

Route 3 
Aubum, Callfomla 
S..e 
s ... 
s .. 
s .. .... 
s.-

louto l 
Aubura, C1Ufomla 
SIIDI 

loute, 
Auhl:a. C.llfocala 

lout• 3 
Aubura. caU.foca&a ·-·-... 



NAH£ LOT t-.'0. 

Cecil a. aey '· 21 & 
12 

vr.ole.t A. 114J 
LOt'Q}' M. Roy 
l\ichGrd a, l\OJ 
C:atolya A. !\OJ 
Don41d s. Qey 
Dwlsht A. no, 

Euntco JordoA 7 

tou c. Cooper 
Fred J. Coopor 

Cleveland R, Adoal 0 

Fre~ncct H. A~ 
,.. Jon Lindaoy 

Dolly S, Suchee~d 10 

Jerry G, Suchoad 
Dilly H, Suchocd 
Owen P. Sue head 
Dorbara c. Sucbood 
Jolu\ o. S11the6<1 

Cod Nooaa 11 

Doyet.to suo~ 
C«lal D. Koi:WI 
RonAld o. KoaeD 
Carl J, Koaaa 

lt:ly 'A, k!Uia 

Catolya CU3P 

tcettoo Gacp 
Joule• Cc1p 
Joycl c-.. 
noaa. c.. 
Chrlldnt C.. 
J~ICGtiJ 
Klcboe1 C.. 

u 

14 
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R&LATtONSIUf 

Dhtdbutct 

Wtfa 
Soa 
So a 
Douehtoc 
Soa 
So a 

.Dbtributco 

soa 
So a 

Dhtributoca 

Wi.fa 
Soa 

Dtat-clbutoo 

So a 
Son 
Soo 
Doushter 
Soa 

Dl.atdbutoo 

Douaht•l' 
Soe 
loG 
SOil 

Df.ltrlb~o~ttl 

DLetdbuU. 

loa 
Dd118btltr 
Dauohtac 
lOll 
DOUGhtie 
loG 
lOll 

:naniMT&. ADoo.BSS 

0·16·1914 aouc:• 3 
Aubura, C:allfomte 

9·2%·1912 saaa 
10·18·l940 saoca 
5·10·1942 SarJO 
3·20-1944 sooe 
9·00·1946 Sar:» 
9·07·1953 Soo:a 

5·24·1918 r. o. Dox 46 

0·19·1940 
Colfax, Collfornf.4 
llt. 3 • lox 3029, Aubun 

7·20·1941 t.O,Dox 461 Colfox 

2·19-1905 Dolt 3027, r.touto • 3 
Aubura, Cclf.fortlla 

7·17·1900 S:JDe 
7·.1.8-19!57 SIOI 

1..05·1920 Routt 3 
Auburn,· Californto 

6..09·1949 sem 
!5·15-19SZ SIOI 
1..0!5·1954 scce 
5·10·19SS ~~ 
9·29·1957 seoe 

5..01·1915 Route 3 
Aubun, Coltfonla 

Z•U•lSittD ·-Z•29•19Ja ... 
5-14-1953 ... 
z-oo-1956 ·~ 
%..00·1090 Route 3 

Auburo, CaUtomla 

l·iG-1926 Conno1 Dolbort 
AubUn, Coltfonla 

4·15·1945 ,,.,. 
4·1S·l94t lace 
6-o!l-ltSO s..-
6-09•1950 ,.,. 

11·13-1951 ... 
l«·lfM-- .... 

11·13-1954 ... 
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LOf 
cwtS •. I\Oo RBUTl\IIISHU amnlliAtl 

t:;rde scackey 16 Dbtrtbuteo 10·16-ltJl 

Ruth Ho7 Storkoy State~ 11•26•1941 

Cuy A, Stukey 17 Dlotdbuteo 12·14•1892 

Wllfrod He.Starkey Soa 12·29·1937 
Aa.ber Stukey Cr,anddauahtoc 10•01•1957 
Blda Starkey Cra.adcfauahtol' 2•04•19$9 

Cuy WGlhce 11 Dhtrlbutce 5·25 .. 1905 

8, J. Frott 1t Dhtdbutee 8·13·1884 

!lifo .Uacy Frost )1·30-1886 ... 
• Joba Hf.ll 20 Dhtdbutea 6•26·1923 

Marcella Phyllio Hlll •llfe 6·25·1924 
Frank Lcwia Kill Soa 
Jolul 11, 11111, lU: Soa 
Robert J, Hill Soo 
Judith Lydia Ulll Dausht•~ 

Aileen W, Yhltcbouse 23 Dlttrlbutee 

P~1• Whltohou•• Dauabtec 
lobert t. VblcehouHaJI',.aSoo 

COftO a. Whttehoule 

£arl 1., f&JlO&' 24. 
20 

Audrq fa7l0'1 . 

A1 vlo Wallaco 11 

''"• M, V111laoa 
A[&'f.l r. Wallace 
A ao Vallaoo 
A).llerc 1. Wallace 

roo 

Dlttd\utee 

Hife 

Dt.tcolltutce 

Vlto 
Dauahtec 
Sola ... 

J 

4•U•l943 
10..29·1946 
8•31•1949 
4•09•1952 

2·07•1932 

10..03-lt5S 
l1..07•1f.H 

7•3l•lfSI 

··'Ill!: 

11•12•1907 

10·26-ltll 

1-o&•ltU 

Z•24•lt2' 
12·21·1947· 
6-ot-194t 
Ml•ltSI 

ADDRESS 

llouto 3 
Aubum, Callfornla 
Smo 

ltouto 3 
Aubum, Callfotnla 
s-
s .. .... 
P, o, Box 201 
!fewcaotlo, CoU.fornf.a 

ltoute S 
Aubum, CaUfornf.a 
same 

P, o, Box 114 
Hoopa, California 
s ... 
Sne 
Same 
511!11 
Same 

1812 U.b1tor Street 
Alameda, Cellfornia , .. 
SOIICICII ltate Roepf.tal 
tlllrf.dce• Cdlfond.e 
1112 V.flatel' lti'HI: 
Al.o4a1 C.llfonla 

llovte s. lox 3035 
Aubum. CaUfonla .... 
423 rtDlo:r lt&'eec 
Auhm• Cdlfonla ... .... .... ·--
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LOt 
I WI! tiO. L:J;LA'tlO:tSKIP 

J~~:oo tl, PAJt Sr, 2.!1 Df:;tdbut .. 

tordao J:, ney Wife 
Suoooa D. Icy· Dauahte&' 
Jmoo N. BAy Soca 
Robert L. R.oy Soa 
Douaho R. a.y Son 

Diotdbutoe 

Blonche Loaaett wtto 
Clifford LeGaetc Son 
Dorio Leeaett Deuehter 
Ernoct u. tocal)te Sora 
Lowrcnce O,tvnaett,Jr.,Son 
Sylvia K. tca;ett Deuahter 

D lllT'nDA m 

3·01•192) 

8·14-192) 
6·03·1941 
4·1&1-1949 
4·21·1956 

11·01·1U7 

2•17•1917 

11·20-1911 
10·18·1946 
1·27·1941 
Z•l8·19SO 

U·Z1·19S2 
8·16·19S4 

ADDII!SS 

no uti , • l!ox 3105 
Aubu~, Cellforoia 
s-
SliGO ,_ 
Semo 
Some 

Route 3, Box 3029•ol 
Auburn, Cellfornla 
s .... 
SGI:II 
SaiiiCII 
Sa130 
Saae 
SIIIDO 

Upon epproval of thio plao, 6t a rev1oioo tber~of> by the 

Secretary of tho Interior and acceptance by a majorit7 of the edult 

Indian di~tributeot, eo provided tQ Section Z(b) o~ Public Law 85•671, 

the di~tr1but~•• ead the dependent mecbere of their 1Qm4diate faatltee 

ll~tcd iD the plan ehell.be the final lloc of Indlaas eotltlod to par­

ticipate lo the diotribut!oo oC. tho ettoto of the Aubucn Raoehorta aad 

the l'labta or llenefl.dal tDtueat 1n the propnty of each p&riOil whoM 

1111111 appoare f.a Cbf.a Usc 111111 cooatttuta parsoaal propartJ vh.lcll 

aa:r be 1Dhodte4 or \equeatllod but 1b11l1 aoc othervbe lie •ubjeot to 

ellenatloft or encumbrance bofore tbo traa1fer of title to aucll property, 

After tbl ao1ote of tho Auburo laacherla have bcea dletrlbuted 

purauaot to this plao &a4 Public Lav 85·611, tbl tndlsol who recetve IGI 

pert of eucla aooate and tho •paadenc IICGben of thob • b:Dedlate fllllUee 

1hlll not lie entitled Co f1117 of tbl ouvlc., pedomad.., tbl Vatted Stat" 

for Iodlul hcauae of tblk 1tatua •• IAcSI.au. All atatut•• of tile Vllit .. 

Jtato1 vblcb efltoC JncU.aa btcauae of tilde ttatua • In•'-" allall. 1101 

• 
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opply to the• an4 tho lava of.the aov•~•l. ttatet thall apply to the.~ 

the ,...,. aanner •• they apply to other elthena or penona vf.thtn thdc­

JuC'l~d1c:t1o!'• Not~f.na in chi.a phn, hovevu, ahell affect th4 atatua of 

auch per1on1 •• cltlun• of the Unltacl Stat••· 

All prov111onl of Pul)llc Lev 85-671 ehall be appUcable l.Q the 

executloa of thl1 plan and acneral notice of the content• ahall be stven 

by po1tln1 a copy of the plan in the peat ~fftce 1t Aub11m1 Placer County, 

~al tfornu, by po1tlns o copy in a pr01alnent place oa the Aubum bncheda, 

by mailina a copy to ~ncb lndtvtdual family head p•rtlclp4tlns in the. plan 

and b)' ~~~ailla& a copy to any penon vho advhea the S•cr-nto Area Office 

that tbey feel that they ~y have a ••terlal lntere1t to the plan • .. ... 
Thh plaa vu prepared by the Area D1rec:toc-, Bureau of Indian 

Affaiu, SacrOMato A::aa Off1ce, puuu1nt to the a11thorlty clelesated on 

Febr'llary 26, 19S9, Gnd e'fte.: cons11ltatlon vlth the Indian• of the Auburn 

1\ancheril. 

Approved, vith 111tborlt7 r1t.dned 
to revile or chon&• U appeall ere 
~ceivad vlthla.30 day• afto~: a•a· 
•r•l notice to thl.l plan ,. alvea. 

/a/ H. px u:a· 
Date June 19. 19S? 

Final Approv•l sivoo of tho Co.­
•lllioner of Indi&R Affaire on 
AIIIVIC 1)0 19St. 

Accepted '' dlatrl•utlll la a 
nferendwa., vote of 1t for 
and l a&aiut. 

lffectl.ve d•t• of plan h Auauat 211 19S9. 
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LBCAL DnSCRIPTlOK 

All thoao ccctaJo lota, piccea o~ parcola of land, eituaca, 

lyioa and baing ia tho Couoty of Place~, State of California, and 

bouodo1d 1Dd pueiculocly cloccribed ao follova, to "lt1 

Tbll El/,2 mn~4 of tho SBl/4 of Scctloa 21, T,12N, R,az., 

H,D,D, 6 M. 

a ad 

The Wl/~ ~~1/4 S81/t of Section 21 1 T,l2N1 R,8B,, H.D.H, 

Subject to eucb d;ht:#•Of·vay, easementa, rcstrlctloo1 end/o~ ruer• 

vatlon1 that oro •• of tbh elate a ~,acto~ of record, 
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AUDURN RAHCKERIA 

SlZ! AND LOCATIO. 

The Auburn R&nchert•• 40 acree, ie located ~ Placer County, 
California. 

DESCillPtiON 

tract 11 f:lsNWicSEfco Section 21, T. 12 If, • lt. I 1., Mount Diablo 
Kedcllan, California. 

Trac:t 21 ~Efc, Section 21, T. 12 1f., I. I 1. • Mount Diablo 
Mer~dian. California. 

ESTABLISHED If 

Tract 11 Purc:hued under euthority of tha Act of .June J0 0 1913 
()8 Stat. 77, 86). . 

Tract 21 Purc:hued under authorUy of .the Act of Kovember 10 1951 
(65 Stat. 742) 

TITLE DOCUMF.IIT 

Tract 11 Deed dated January 14, 1916 

Tract 21 Deed dated February 6, 1952 

~ 

Tract 11 Jolul Ch••• Ad&lll 

Tract 21 Louie P. Xluapp • at al. 

Glt.\lfTU 

'l'tact 11 Uraitecl Stat .. of Aaerica 

Tract 21 Uraitacl Stat .. of Alaertca in tru~t· for: the Ule of the Indiau 
of the Aubur:n ltanc:heria. 

l!!!!.2!1 
The Willlli of tM Aubvm lollllcllarh vote4. ,Zuoa &4. 1?35, to raJ•et 
the Illdf.an leoraanhation Ac..L of .Jwa 11, 1934. Thef do 110t have • 
EOII•dtudoa orCtiir:tar. i aur:v&J up vu prepared and fU.ad lA the 
rac:orU of flacar CountJ on Decullar 21, 1t60 Ia look 1 of lun•J• 
at pap IS. Th1e 1111r:vey VU Ulad U a •uta f01r hiUIIlCe of daa4a 
to t!Mt clutd1"atau. , "t • c. 0" ,.,.,.,., 

~~ 
~ 
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_AUBURN lAHCH!RIA 

Parcel Mo. Odsinal Dbtributee 

1 Cleve 1&7 

2 Vietor VUlU.. 

3 Jo .. pb Wlle7 

4 Viola ~&1 

S Jack f. StarkeJ 

6 Cecil .... , 

7 !UAlc:e Jordoa 

8 Clevclud lt. Adaas 

9 White Od l1cl&e Association 

0 Dol17 s. Suehead 

11 C.rl Kotaal 

1Z Victor 111111• .. 

13 RA7 A. Sllitb 

14 Caro1TQ e.., 
15 White O&k 114&• Auoc:at10D 

16 NJd• Stuk., 

17 IIUfori StarU, fo ltutb Starka7 Cae•ar 

18 Cu7 Vallac:e 

19 1. J. rro.t 

20 JohD ~ 

21 Cecil a, .. , 

22 Cecil I. .. , 

23 Aile• •· 11btt•h-• 

24 larl L. ,.,,01' 

O.ed Delhered 

Apdl 10, 1961 

AprU 10, 1961 

April 10, 1'61 

April 10, 1961 

April 10, 1961 

April 10, 1961 

April 10, U61 

April 10, ~961 

Dece~er 6, 1961 

April 10, 1961 

April 10, 1961 

Apd1 10, 1961 

April 10, 1961 

April 10, 1961 

Decuber t, 1961 

April u, 1961 

· Deculler 6, Ull 

Ap~ u, 1961 

April 10, 1961 

Dec:ellberi,U61 

Afril 10, 1961 

April 10, 1961 

April 10, 1Hl 

April J.O, 1Hl 
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Auburn Rancheria 

Parcel Ko, Orla1aal Dlatributee 

2S White Oak Rid&• Aaaoctat1oa 

26 White Oak Rid&• Asaoeiat1oa 

27 IJ.viA Wallace 

28 !ad L. taylor 

29 Jamea •· lay, Sr. 

30 Lawrence Lea&ett 

z 
Dee• Delher .. 

Dece~r 6, 1961 

Dectllber 6, 1961 

AprU 11, 1961 

April 10, 1961 

April 10, 1961 

April 10, 1961 



Parcel Mo. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

' 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

11 

u 
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AUIIUM IWICII£Jll6 

Ovuerlhlp •• of April 11, 1976 

tloCleve by 
A&reuculC: Asa:tp~~e~at of Jlenta • Juk of Cal:tfornla 

*Victor VUlf.01 
Deecl of frua& - rroatter S l L A.,oc. , $1,800 

Victor I. VUU.~~~r.t I ... Y. Wtllta• 
lleecl of fruat - Ctorata D. Cobb, $1,700 

111&abetb 6 Dalbert Caltro 

*Jack T. I llearatino Stukey 

*Cecil 1. ' Violet ley 
Deed of Tr:u•t -. Ve~t Coast Sav:tnat 1 $111100 

*luu:tco Jordon 

Avery l Mynle L. Crace 

*Wb:tte Oak lid&& Asaociat~oa 

*Port:tOG 11 - Doll7 S. Suehead 
Portioa 12 - Dept. of Yeteraao Affairt, State of 

CeUfonia 

*Carl Hollllll 

•vtctol' VUU.a• 

Jock '1'. • Dearttino It~ 

Port1oa 11 - Stanlq L. I Shide7 Anal Heekl 
foct:toa 12 • Leo 6 Tonlta A. 8r1aaee 

Dee4 of Truat - r.tvu• a Maur:tne •· Vapeco, $3,SOO 

•Whtto Oak lid&e A .. odatioa 

•HJrle Starbp 
Dee4 of Truat • leaefidal Thr:tft Co., U,U2 

•vtlforcl Stub7 6 Jlutla St.uby Cut~ 

lutlio l Onallao frodNl 

.... .J. lroet 



Aubum llancheda 

· Parcel lfo. 

20 

21 

22 

25. 

26 

27 

29 

30 
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Owner•hip aa ot April 18, 197\ 

l&~lllo 6 Oraallne Procleal 

Leroy ' Irene ltay 
Auhura bncher1a Subdlvlaloo 

*C.cll lt. • Violet ltey 
Auhura lancheria Subdivltloo 

l&~ilio • Ortaltna Proclatl 
Aubura lancheda Subdhttloo 

Arthur P. 6 Dorothy H. Karquet 
Aubura l.ancheria Sub•livulOil 

*Wblte Oak ltd&• Aaaoclatloa 
Aubura lancherla Subdlvl•loa 

'White Oak Rldca ~tociatloa 
Auburn lancherla Subdlvl•loa 

l&~llio 6 Oraallne Procls•l 
Auburn lt&ncher1a SubdividOG 

Arthur P. • Dorothy H. Harquet 
Auburn Rancherla SubdlvlaiOD 

'J-• M. ltey, Sr. 
Aubura lt&ncheda SubdhlliOD 

· Deaau JIQbart • Elhabatlt A. Zln4a 
Auhura lt&acheda SubdlYuloa 

AOrlalnal Diltrlbutea 

Enclllllbranc•• •how OD 2n4 Una 
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APPENDIX C 

UNITED AUBURR INDIAN COMMUNITY GENEALOGICAL CHARTS 

Certified by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
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1. Caap, J'a-• 4. Caap, Pre.ton Corral 
2. Caap, R1cbael 5. Caap, Tbo ... J'. 
3. Caap, Rona Carolyn 

6. Cayton, A-nda Da•n 11. Cayton, Lutb.r E. 
7. Cayton, Gabr:l.el Adaa 12. Cayton, Rat..rt Lynn 
8. Cayton, Garron P. 13. Cayton, Robi.n Da•n 
9. Cayton, J'a:l.-y Lynn 14. Cayton, Ti.110tby B. 

lit. Cayton, .lero-y Robert 

15. Cooper, Fernando .lose 17. Cooper, Tbo .. a Cra:l.g 
16. Cooper, J'eaa:l.ca CCaap) RET 

==··-··········-~·-·········--···················---------·-····· 
18. Du Bach, lt1aberly Ann CRa>y) 

21. Keyser, David Kitchell 23. Keyser, Roni.ca <Starkey) 
22. Keyser, Donald Wayne 

24. Kartinez, Carloyn Ann 

25. Ko .. n, Calvin Clyde 27. lio-n, Je:l.:l.ery O.loy 
26. Ko .. n, Carl 28. Koaan, Patricia Leanne 

30. Rey, Alan It organ 37. Ray, Leroy llo .. n 
31. Rey, Cecil B. 38. . .. ,. L1nda .lean 
32. Rey, Danny 39. Rey, Lorrai.ne I. 
33. Reoy, Donald Stanley :Sr. 48. Bey, Ri.cbard Ralph 
34. Rey, Douglas R. 41. RtfJ', Robert L. 
35. Hey, .Ja-• !Iathan IX 42. Rey, Suaan Darl-
36. Rey, .Ja- II a than I:tX 43. RtfJ', V1o1et Cltaaan) 

---=--------·········-···············----·······················-·· 
44. Starkey, Dearati.ne CSuebead) 46. Starkey, Saa 
45. Starkey, Harold 

····=······················································--·····-47. Sturgeon, Gtmi.ve:lve •- CTay.lor) CA'ITOII 
···--=-·····················································-~----~ 48. Suehrtad, Do~~y CSt.arkey) 
49. Suehead. E~v:l.ra 3. 
Sit. Su•lutad, Jerry B. 

51. Suebead, :Sobn Ol:l.ar 
52. SUebeed, W:l..llla• w. 

····==·-~·=···········-~··········---···························· 
53. Tayl.or, Audrey L. (Ray) 

:H. Taylor, Earl Lou:l• 
aac:::s•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Hor& information needed on individulas listed belvoa, as well as 
State Certitied Hirth Certi£1cates for further research. 

Cooper, ::ih<UJ.a J. DOB: Haiden Ham~t: 

Heddo, Angelina DOB: lfa1den Name: 

Stewart, Tracy OOB: l'la1den Na11e: 

Cordero, Keri L. DOB: Maiden Name: 

Ramos, Ja,.es Edward DOB: 

Ramos, T~tri Lee DOB: Maiden Name: 

Keysar~ Kelley OOB: l!aiden Name: 

Delgado, Sandra DOB: lfaiden Name: 

Cayton, st .. phen P. DOB• 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOM IT KAY CONCERN: 

This is to certi£y that 
as a Cali£ornia Indian 
Stat. 860 & 8611. and is 
o£ Cali£ornia Indiana. 
enrollee nuaber: 9667 • 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 

IN ii.EPL\"I.UD. ro. 

Tribal Operations 

3a.es Caap • is enrolled 
under the Act o£ S..pteaber 21. 1968 (82 
nased on the Cali£ornia 3udgsent Fund Roll 
coapleted as o£ Deceaber 15. 1972. aa 

date o£ birth January 2. 1954 

In£oraation as to degree o£ Indian blood is not shown on this roll. 
however. other records in this o££ice show hia/her to be the ~ 

o£ Caroline <Starkey) Caap, 5/8 ftiwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in£oraation shown in 
recorda in this o££/ice. the applicant•a degree o£ Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 5/16 ftiwok 

PLEASE NOTE:The 1972 3udgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent 
list and inclusion on the payaent li.st does not denotot tribal 
aeabership nor does the poaaeasion o£ Cali£ornia lnd:Laa blood 
neceaaar:Lly ent:Ltle the above naaed person the BIA bene£:Lts. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAJRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4:!!()8 

IN ttULYJW'ER TO: 

Triba1 Operations 

NOV 171993 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN; 

This is to certi:fy that Michae1 Caap , ia enrolled 
is a Cali:fornia Indian under th .. Act o£ S...pteaber 21, 1968 (82 
Stat. 860 ~ 861), and is naaed on the Ca1i£ornia Judgaent Fund Roll 
o£ Cali:fornia Indians, coapleted as o£ Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 9657 , date o:f birth Deceaber 23, 1954 • 

In:foraatio~ as to degree o:f Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this o££ice show hia/her to be the ~ 

o£ Caroline (Starkey) Caap, 5/8 Miwok 

Based on the stated re1ationabip and the in:foraation shown in 
records in this o££/ice, the app1icant's degree o:f Indian b1ood is 
coaputed to he 5/16 Miwok 

PLEAS£ HOTE:Tbe 1972 Judgaent Ro11 is on1y considered as a pay.ent 
list and inc,luaion on the pay.Rnt 1ist does not denot• tribal 
-•bership nor do•a the po-sion o£ Cali:forn;la Indian blood 
necessarily entitle tbe above naaed person the BIA bene:fits. 

Sincerel:r, 

~~~ 
Superintendent. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suire J 

Sacramento, CA ~5815-4308 

IN R£Pl.\'UE'ER TQ 

NOV 171993 Tribal Operations 

TO WHOil IT llA Y COIICERBt 

Applicant. Bona Carolyn Caap 

born June 15, 1978 , is identi:fied to be the daughter o:f 

Barcia 3. Caap, 5/16 Biyok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in:for .. tion shown 

in the recorda in this o:f:fice. the applicant"a degree o:f 

Indian blood is coaputed to be 5/32 lliwok 

Please Botet The 1972 .Judg.-at Roll ia only considered aa a 
payaent ltat and inclusion oa the payaent list do.. not denote 
tr.ibal aeaberah1p aor dOINI the po-.ion o:f Cal.i:forn.ia Iad:l.an 
blood neceaaar.ily eot:l.tle the above na.ed peraon to BIA bene:f1ta. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAlRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

rN UI'LYRIFER TO: 

Tribal Operations 

NOV 171993 

TO WHOft IT BAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that Preston Corral Caap , is enrolled 
:La a California Indian under the Act o:f Septeaber 21, 1968 182 
Stat. 869 & 861), and is naaed on the California J'udgaent Fund Roll 
o:f Cali:fornia Indiana, coapleted as o:f Deceaber 15, 1972, aa 
enrollee nuaber: 9663 , date o:f birth April 25. 1945 • 

In:foraation as to degree o:f Indian blood is not shown on tbi& roll, 
however, other recorda in this o:f:fice show hia/ber to be the ~ 

o:f Caroline !Starkey) Caap, 5/8 ftiwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in:foraation shown in 
recorda in this o:f:f/:Lce, the applicant's degree of Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 5/16 ftiwok 

PLEASE NOTE:Tbe 1972 J'udgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent. 
list and inclusion on the payaent list does not. domote tribal 
-•berahip nor does tlut pos-aion o:f California IndiaD blood 
neceaaarily entitle tba above naaed paraon tba BIA benefita. 

!/~#/,~~ 
Harold ft, Bra:f:ford 
Supe!'rintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOII IT IIAY COifCERII1 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Ag<:ncy 
1824 Tribute Road. Suite j 

Sa<ramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 Tribal Operations 

This is to certi£y that Thoaaa J. Caap • is enrolled 
as a Cali£ornia Indian under the Act o£ Septeaber 21, 1'368 (82 
Stat. 860 & 861), and is naaed on the Cali£ornia Judgaent Fund Roll 
o£ Cali£ornia Indiana, coapleted as o£ Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber;~ date o£ birth June 9. 195@ • 

In:foraation as to degree o£ Indian blood ia not shown on this roll, 
however, other records in this o££ice show hia/her to be the ~ 

o£ Caroline CStarkey) Caap. 5/8 llivok 

Based on tbe stated relationship and the in:foraation shown in 
recorda in this o££/ice, the applicant's degree o£ Indiao blood is 
coaputed to be 5/16 llivok 

PLEASE lfOTE:The 1972 Judg-nt Roll ia only conaid.red as a pay-nt 
l.iat and inclusion on the pay-nt list do... not denote tribal 
weaberahip nor do... the p-aion a£ Cali:fornia Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above na.ad person the BIA bene:fita. 

Sincerel.y, 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 

Applicant, Apanda Dayn Cayton 

Tribal Operations 

born __ _alsa~y~l~5~·~1~9~8u2L-J is identi£ied to be the daughter o£ 

T!•otby 8. Cayton, 5/16 Kiwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in£oraat:l.on shown 

in the recorda in this o££ice, the applicant's degree o£ 

Indian blood is co•puted to be 5/32 l:l.wok 

Pleaae Kotet The 1972 Judg .. nt Roll is only considered .. a 
payaent l:l.at and inclusion on the pay.-nt list does not denote 
tribal. .. .arahip nor does the po-:l.on o£ Cali1ornia Indian 
bl.ood neoe .. aril.y eat:l.tl.e the above na~ person to BIA beoe£:l.ta. 

Sincerely, 

//.~~Br~ 
SuperintendeDt 



~ 
~ 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacromento, CA 95815-4308 

lNR.tl'l.Ytii'DTQ: 

NOV 1 71993 
Tribal Operations 

TO WHOft XT BAY COHCERH: 

Applicant, Gabriel Adaa Cayton 

born January 5, 1990 , ia identi£ied to be the~ o£ 

Robert Lynn Cayton, 5116 ftiwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in£oraation shown 

in the recorda in thia o££ice, the applicant's degree o£ 

Indian blood ia coaputed to be 5/32 ftiwok 

Pleaee lote• The 1972 Judg.ent Roll 1a only considered aa a 
payaent liat and inclusion on the payaent list does not denote 
tribal. aeaberahip nor doea the poaaeaaion o£ Cali£ornia Xnd:l.an 
blood necessarily entitle the above naaed person to BXA hene£ita. 

Sincerely, 

Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAi"' AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 

IN R£PLYRU£R TO: 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815·4308 Tribal Operations 

NOV 171993 

TO WHOK IT MAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that Garron P. Cayton , is enrolliHI as a 
California Indian under t.he Act. o:f Sept.eaber 21, 1968 (82 Stat. 860 
& 861 l, and is naaed on t.he California .Judg-nt Fund Roll o:f 
Cali:fornia Indians, coaplet.IHI as o:f Deceaher 15, 1972, as enrollee 
nuaber: 11172 , dat.e o:f birth Septeaber 18, 1959 

In:foraation as t.o degree o:f Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other records in this o:f:fice show hia/ber to he the son 

o:f Genevieve R. <Taylor) Cayton Sturgeon. 5/8 Kivok 

Baaed on the statiHI relationship and the in:foraation shown in 
records in this o:f:f/ice, the applicant's degree o:f Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 5/16 ftiwok • 

PLEASE IOTE:The 19'12 .Judg-nt Roll is only considered as a pay-nt 
list and inclusion on the pay .. nt list does not denote triba.l 
aeabeorahip nor does the possession o:f California Indian blood 
neceoaaarily entitle the above naaed person the BIA bene:fita. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOft IT KAY CONCERN: 

Applicant., 

born July 5, 1979 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C<:ntral California Ag~ncy 
1824 Tribute Road, Suit~ J 
Sacram~nto, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 

Robert Lynn Cayton, 5/16 Kiwok 

Based on the stated relationship and the in£oraation shown 

in the records in this o££ice, the applicant's degre& o£ 

Indian blood is ooaput&d to _be 5/32 ftiwok 

IN ltULYR.EJU TO; 

Pleaae Note: The 1972 Judgaent. Roll ia only considered as a 
payaent. list and inclusion on the paywent. list does not. denot. 
tribal 8eaberllhip nor does the p..--ion o;t; C.l:l;t;oraia Indiall 
blood neceaaarily entitle the abovw na.ed parsPD to BIA bene;t;its. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOI1 IT HAY CONCERN; 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite j 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 

Applicant, Jeroaey Robert Cayton 

Tribal Operations 

born~!.r.~~Z!....__. is identi:fied to be tbeJ!S!!L o:f 

Robert Lynn Cayton, 5/16 Kivok 

Based on the stated relationship and the inforaation shown 

in the records in this o:f:fice, the applicant's degree o£ 

lndian blood is coaputed to be 5/32 ftiwok 

r4eaPe Note: The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered as a 
payaent list and inclusion on the payaent list does not denote 
tribal aeaberabip nor dO&>s the possession o:f Cali:fornia Indian 
blood necessarily entitle the above naaed person to BIA bene:fita. 

Sincerely. 

~~~~ 
Superi.ntendent 



142 

United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Ce-ntral California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815·4308 

NOV 171993 Tribal Operations 

This is to oert:l.fy that Luthvr E. Carlon • :la vnrolled 
as a Cali.fornia Indian under the Act o.f S.pteaher 21, 1968 (82 
Stat. 868 & 861,, and is naaed on the Cali:fornia Ju~nt Fund Roll 
o:f Cal:l . .fornia Indiana, coaplvted as o.f Dll>ceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber1 11174 , date o.f birth Oqtober 21. 1963 

In.foraation as t.o degree o.f Indian blood is not. shown on this roll, 
however, other roocorda in this o.f.fice show hia/her t.o be the -!l2!L.. 

o.f Genevieve R. (Taylor) Cayton Sturgeon. S/8 Miwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the inforaat:lon shown in 
recorda in this o.f.f/:lce, the applicant's degree o.f Indian blood is 
oo•put.ed to be 5/16 M!yok • 

PLEASE HOTE1Tbe 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent, 
list. and inclusion on the pay .. nt. liat. does not denobt tribal 
.. aberahip nor d- the po•--:lon o:t CaU.:torDJ.a Indian blood 
aecesaarily entitle the above na.ed person t.be BIA b.ne.f:lt.a. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Contra! California Ag~ncy 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

INJtEPLYREft.ltTO: 

NOV 171993 Tribal Operations 

TU WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that Robert Lynn Cayton , is enrolled as 
a California Indian under the Act of Septeaber 21, 1968 (82 Stat. 
860 & 861), and is naaed on the California Judg.ent Fund Roll of 
California Indians, coapleted as of Deceaber 15, 1972, as enrollee 
nuaber: 11175 , date of birth Noveaber 20. 1955 

Inforaation as to degree of Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this office show hia/her to be the ~ 

of Genevieve R. <Taylor> Cayton Sturgeon, 5/8 Miwok 

Based on the stated relationship and the inforaation shown in 
records in this off/ice, the applicant's degree of Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 5/16 Miwok • 

PLEASE NOTE:The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered as a pay.ent 
list and inclusion on the payaent list does not denote tribal 
aeabership nor doltS the posS~tSsion of California Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above naaad person the BIA benefits. 

Sincerely, 

Superintendent. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 

TO WHOK IT KAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that Robin Dawn Cayton , is enro~~ed as 
a California Indian under the Aat of Bepteaber 21, 1968 C82 Stat. 
868 & 861), and is naaed on the California Judg.ent Fund Rol~ of 
California Indiana, coapleted as o£ Deceaber 15, 1972, as enrollee 
nuaber: 11176 • date of birth ft!rcb 18, 1962 • 

Inforaation aa to degree of Indian blood is not shown on this rol~, 
however, other recorda in this office show hia/her to be the 

daughter o;f G@neyieve R. (Taylor) Cayton Sturgeon. 5/8 Kiwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the inforaation shown in 
record& in this off/ice, the applicant's degr .. of Indian b~ood is 
coaputed to be 5/16 liypk • 

PLEASE HQTE:Tbe 1972-Judgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent 
~:iat and inc~-:ion on the payw.ot ~ist does not d•notR tribal 
aeaberahip nor does t.blt po--ion of California Indian b~ood 
naceaaari~y entitl• the abo•• naaed person the BIA benefits. 

Sincere~y, 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO VHOft IT KAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C.,nt.ral California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road. Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

This is to a.rti:fy that TiaothY B, Cayton , is enrolled aa 
a Cali:fornia Indian under the Act o:f Septeaber 21, 1968 C82 Stat. 
860 ~ 861)• and is naaed on the Cali:fornia 3udg .. nt Fund Roll o:f 
Cali:fornia Indiana. coapleted as o:f Deceaber 15• 1972. aa enrollee 
nuaber: 11177 • date o:f birth January 17, 1961 

In:foraation as to degree o:f Indian blood ia not shown on this roll. 
however. other recorda in this o:f:fic. show hia/her to be the ~ 

o:f Genevieve R. <Taylor) Cayton Sturgeon, 5/8 Kiwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in:foraation shown in 
recorda in this o:f:f/ice, the applicant's degree o:f Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 5/16 ftiwok • 

PLEASE KOTE:The 1972 3udg..nt Roll is only considered aa a payaent 
list and inclusion on the pay .. nt lilrt doee not denot.. tribal 
-berabip nor doaa t.be poa-ion o:f Cali:fornia Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above na-.d person the BIA bene~ita. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

'fO WH011 IT HAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU INDIAN AFFAIRS 

CENTI\AL CAUFORNIA AGENCY 
18H TRilltJTE ROAD, SUITE l 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95815·4108 

NOV 171993 

IN P-EPI.Y II.EFU. TO: 

Tribal Operations 

This is to certiiy that ~rnando Jose Cooper , is enrolled 
as a Cali:fqrnia Indian under thE!' Act o:f S•pteaber 21, 1968 (82 
Stat. 860 & 861), and is naaed on the Cali£ornia Judg.ent Fund Roll 
o:f Cali:fornia Indians, coapleted as o:f Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber:. l33bL ... date o:f birth July 28. 1941 

ln±oraation as to degree o£ Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
novever, other records in this o:f:fice ahov hia/her to be the son 

o:f. 'fhoaaa Cqgar (AKA: Tho11aa Bee:fel, 7/8 Poao/Noaelaki And 
&unice ~~) Cooper Jordan, 3/4 Hivok 

Based on the stated relationship and the in:foraation shown in 
records in this o.:f::f/ice, the applicant's degree of Indian blood is 
co•puted to be 13/16 Hivok/Po•o/Hoaelaki 

PLEASE NOTE:The 1972 Judg ... nt Roll is only considered as a pay ... nt 
list and inc1usion on the pay-t l.ist does not. denote t.riba.l 
aeaberahip nor does the po-sa:ion of Cali:forn:ia Xndian blood 
necesaari1y ent.1t.1e the above na-..d person the BlA benefits. 

Sincerely, 

//-e;:::~ .. ~ 
Superint.end•nt 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOft IT RAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF IND!.AJ'I AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1821 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4368 

NOV 17 1993 

Tribal Op~rations 

This is to certi:fy that .Jessica !Caap) Rey Cooper , is 
~nrolled aa a Cali:fornia Indian under the Act o:f s~pteaber 21, 1968 
182 Stat. 868 & 861>, and is na8ed on the Cali:fornia .Judgaent Fund 
Roll o:f Cali:fornia Indians, coapl~ted as o:f Deoeaber 15, 1972, aa 
enrollee nuaber 1 52645 , date o:f birth April 25, 1949 • 

In:foraation as to degree o:f Indian blood ia not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this o:f:fice show hia/h~r to be the 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in:foraation shown in 
records in this o:f:f/ice, the applicant's degree o:f Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 5/16 Kiwok 

PLEASE HOTE:The 1972 .Judgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent 
list and inclua:ic:>n on tbe payaent list does not anote tribal. 
aeaberahip nor does tbe pc:>saession o:f Cali:fornia Indian blood 
neceaaarily eotitle the above naaed person tbe BIA bene:fits. 

Sinoer.l.y, 

//~1!~ 
Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOH IT KAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C.,ntra! Callfornia Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacr.>meoto, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 1 71993 
Tribal Operations 

This is to certify that Thoaas Craig Cooper • ia enrolled 
as a California Indian under the Act. o;f Sept.eaber 21, 1968 C82 
Stat. 860 & 861), and is naaed on the California Judg.ent. Fund Roll 
of California Indians, coapleted as o:f Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 13404 • date o:f birth Auqpat. 19. 1941 

Inforaation as to degree o:f Indian blood is not. shown on this roll, 
however, other records in this office show hia/her t.o be t.be ~ 

of Thoaas Cooper CAKA: Thoaas Deefe), 7/8 Poao/Ho.elaki And 
Eunice IRey) Cooper Jordan, 3/4 "iwok 

Based on the stated re~ationship and the in:foraation shown in 
records in this off/ice, the applicant's degree of Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 13/1& Miwok/Pgao/Roaelaki 

PLEASE NOTE:The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered aa a pay~t 
l:iat and inclusion on the payaent list. doea not denote tribal 
-•berah:ip nor does the poa-aa:ion o:f Cali:fornia Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above na-.d person the BIA benefits. 

Sincerely, 

#~~~ 
Superintendent. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4!108 

NOV 171993 
Tribal. Operations 

TO VHOK IT KAY CONCERN; 

Applicant, 

born __ ~A~u~guuus~t~2~8~,L-~1~9~7~1~J is identi£ied to be the daughter o£ 

Susan Darlene Rer. 21/32 Kiyok 

Based on the stated relationship and the in£oraation ahown 

in the records in this o££ice, the appl.icant'a degree o£ 

Indian bl.ood is coaputed to be 21/64 Kiwok 

Please Rotea The 1972 3udgaent Rol.l. is only considered as a 
payaent l.ist and inclusion on the pa~nt l.ist does not denote 
tribal. -•berabip nor does the po-aion o:f Cal.i£ornia Indian 
blood neoeasari1y entitle the above na.-d parson t.o BIA bene:fita. 

~,v/1/.#~ 
Barol.d K. ar:U.:tU 
Superintend•ni: 



150 

United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

IN REPt..V REI'IR TO: 

NOV 171993 Tribal Operations 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that Kaxine K. CTay.lor> Greeley , is 
enrolled as a California Indian under the Act o£ Septeaber 21, 1968 
C82 Stat. 868 £ 861), and ia naaed on the Cali£ornia 3udgaent Fund 
Ro.ll o£ Cali£ornia Indiana, coapleted aa o£ Deceaber 15, 1972. as 
enro.llee nuaber• 24742 , date o£ birth Deceaber 38, 1936 

In£oraation aa to degree o£ Indian blood ia not shown on this ro.ll, 
however, other records in this o££ice show hia/her to be the 

daughter o£ Earl Louis Taylor. 1/2 ftiwok And 
Audrey L. CRey> Tay.lor, 3/4 K!wok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in£oraation abown in 
recorda in thia o££/ice, the app.licant•a degree o£ Indian b.lood is 
coaputed to be 5/8 Biwok • 

PLEASE MOTE:Tbe 1972 3uds-nt Ro.l.l ia on.ly considered aa a payaent 
.list and inc.luaion on the pay-nt list doe8 not denote tribal 
_..bersb:lp nor doea tbe poa-ion o£ Cal:l:forn:l.a Indian blood 
neceaaar:lly entitle tbe above na.-d person tba BIA bene:f:lta, 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite 1 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4S08 
IN RULVIW'EI.TO: 

NOV 171993 
Triba~ Opera~ions 

TO WHOK IT KAY CONCERN: 

Applicant, Monica Eryn (Rey) Huqhea 

born __ ~J~u~l~y~8~·~1~97~~1---J• is iden~i£ied ~o be the daughter o£ 

Jaaes Nathan Rey, II 21132 Kiwok 

Based on the stated relationship and the in£oraation shown 

in the recorda in this o££ice, the applicant's degree o£ 

Indian blood is coaputed to be 21164 Kiwok 

Please Note: The 1972 Judg~nt Roll is only considered aa a 
payaent liat and inclusion on tbe payaent list does not denote 
tribal .,..bership nor does the poa--ion o:f Cali:fornia Indian 
blood neceaBarily .atitle the above naaed person to BIA beD8~ita. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOK IT MAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Centrnl California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 1 71993 Tribal Operations 

This is to certU:y that David JI:U.chell Keyser • is 
enrol~ed as a Cali£ornia Indian under the Act o£ Septeaber 21, 1968 
<82 Stat. 860 ~ 861), and is naaed on the CaliLornia Judgaent Fund 
Roll o£ Cali£ornia Indiana, coapleted aa o£ Deceaber 15, 1972, aa 
enrollee nuaber: 32799 , date o£ birth April 22, 1965 • 

InLoraation as to degree o£ Indian blood ia not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this o££ice show hia/her to be the ~ 

o£ ________ _eK~o~n~i~c~a~<uS~t~a~r~k~e~y~)~K~e~Yus~e~rL•L-~5~/~8L-~JI~i~w~o~k~---------------------

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in£oraation shown in 
records in this o£1/ice, the applicant's degree o£ Xndian blood is 
coaputed to be 5/16 ftiwok 

PLEASE NOTE:The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent 
l:Lat and inclusion . on the payaent list d04tll not denote tribal 
aeabership nor does the poa--ion o£ Cali£ornia Ind:l.an bl.ood 
necessarily entitle the above na-.d person the BIA bene£ita. 

S1ncerely, 

#~~~ 
Superintend&nt 
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United States Department of the Inte~ior 

BUREAU OF INDrAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribu<e Road, Suite J 

SacraJl1<:ntO, CA 958l5-4S08 

INIU:PLYIWTJliO: 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that Donald Warne Keyser • is 
enrolled as a California Indian under the Act of Septeaber 21, 1968 
182 Stat. 860 & 861), and is naaed on the California Judgaent Fund 
Roll of California Indiana, coapleted as of Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 32800 • date o£ birth January 17. 1964 

Inforaation as to degree of Indian blood is not shown on thia roll, 
however, other records in this office show hia/her to be the son 

of ________ ~n~o~n~i=c==a~C~S~t~a~r~k~e~y~)~K~e~y~agcuru·~5~/~8~~K~iuw~oukL---------------------

Based on the stated relationship and the inforaation shown in 
recorda in this off/ice, the applicant's degree of Indian blood ia 
coaputed to be 5/16 ftivpk 

PLEASE HOTE:Tbe 1972 3udgaent Roll is only considered aa a payaent 
li.st and inclusion on the pa,._nt list does not. denote tribal 
aeaberabip nor doea the po-aaion of California Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above na-.d person the BIA benefits. 

Si-rel.y, 

~~1!:~ 
Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribule Road, Suilej 

Sacramenlo, CA 95815-4308 

lN M.PLYRUDI. TO: 

Tribal Operations 

NOV 171993 

TO WHOM IT I'IAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that llonica <Starkey) Keyser , is enrolled 
as a Cal.i:fornia Indian under the Act. o:f Sept.eaber 21, 1968 (82 
~tat. 860 & 8611, and is naaed on the Cali:fornia Judgaent Fund Roll 
o:f Cali:fornia Indiana, coapl.eted aa o:f Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 32801 , date o:f birth llay 16, 1933 • 

In:foraation as to degree o:f Indian blood ia not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this of:fice show hia/her to be the 

Jack ·r. Starkey, 1/2 IUwok I 
Dearstine CSueheadl Starkey, 3/4 llivok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in:for .. tion shown in 
records in this o:ff/iae, the applicant's degree o:f Indian blood ia 
coaputed to be 5/8 lliwok 

PLEASE KOTE:The 1972 Judgaent. Roll is only considered aa a payaent 
liat and inclusion on t.be payaent liat doe~~ not. denote tribal. 
.. aberabip nor doea the po--ion o:f Cali:forn;ia Indian blood 
neceasaril.y entitle t.be above naaed person tba BIA bene:fita. 

Sincer~tly, 

SuperintendRnt 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BURF.AU OF INDL-\!'1 AFFAIRS 
C,ntral California Agen<y 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

IN P.E.PL'IR.Ef'£R TO· 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that Carolyn Ann tRey> Martinez is 
enrolled as a California Indian under the Act of September 21, 1968 
<82 Stat. 860 & 861l, and is naaed on the California Judgaent Fund 
Roll of California Indians, coapleted as o£ Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 52642 , date o£ birth March 28, 1944 • 

In£oraation as to degree o£ Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other records in this o££ice show hia/her to be the 

daughter of Cecil B. Rey, 3/4 ftiwok And 
Violet <Koaanl Rey, 3/4 Kiwok 

Based on the stated relationship and the inforaation shown in 
records in this o£f/ice, the applicant's degree o£ Indian blood ~s 
coaputed to be 3/4 Kiwok • 

PLEASE HOTE:The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent 
list and inclusion on the payaent l1st do- not denot• trib,al 
aeabership nor does the poaseaaion of California Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above na-.d person the BIA benefits. 

Sincerely, 

#~1?:~ 
Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Cen~nl Calif'ornia Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

TO WHOft IT BAY CONCERN: 

Appl.icant, Calvin Clyde ftoaan 

is identi~ied to be the~ o1 

Carl ftoaan. 3/4 ftiwok And 
Clara Ann (Prout) ftoaan, 7/8 ftiwok/ftaidu 

Based on the stated relationship and the in£or.ation shown 

in the records in this o££ice, the applicant's degree o£ 

Indian blood is coaputed to be 13/16 ftiwok/ftaidu 

Please Note: The 1972 Judg.ent Roll is only considered as a 
payaent list and inclusion on the payaent list does not denote 
tribal aeabersbip nor does the possession o1 Cali:fornia Indian 
blood necessarily entitle the above naaed person to BIA bene:fita. 

Sincerely, 

#..~~ !!::?r-
Sup&rint.&ndent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO lfHOil IT JIAY COJICERJiz 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Ag•ncy 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacr.unento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

This is to certify that Carl lloaan • is 
enrolled aa a California Indian under the Act o1 Septeaber 21, 1968 
(82 Stat. 868 lo 861)• and ia naaed on the Cali1ornia .Judg-nt Fund 
Roll o£ California Indiana, coapleted aa o£ Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrolle. nuaberz 43198 • date o£ birth llay 1. 1915 

In£oraation aa to degree o£ Indian blood is not shown on thia roll, 
however, other recorda in tbia o1£ice abow hia/her to be the~ 

o£ ----------~C~o~ ... ~7-~ll~o~ .. ~n~·~4~/~4~1l~i~w~o~k~~A~nwd~------------------------­
llartha Vest. 1/2 lliwok 

Baaed on the atated relationahip and the in£oraation shown in 
recorda in this o11/ice, the applicant's degree o;f Indian blood ia 
coaputed to be 3/t ll!wok 

PJ.EASE JIOTEzTbe 1972 .Judgaeont Roll ia only considered -a pa~nt. 
li.t and inclusion on the pay-nt li.t doea not. denote tribal 
-berahip nor d- tlw p-ioa o£ Cal.i£oraia Indian blood 
nec ... arily entitle the above na-.d peraon the BXA bana£ita. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAlRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 
Sacram~nto, CA 95815-4308 

IN RULYREFU. TO 

NOV 171993 Tribal Operations 

TO WHOft IT KAY COHCERH: 

Applicant, 3e~~ery Delay BoMan 

born __ ~Oc~t~o~b~e~rL-2~7L,~1~97~4L-~ is identified to be the~ of 

Carl fto-.n, 3/4 Bivok And 
Clara Ann (Prout) Boaan, 7/8 Kivok/ftaidu 

Based on the stated relationship and the in~orMation shown 

in the records in this office, the applicant's degree o£ 

Indian blood is coaputed to be 13/16 ftivok/Baidu 

Please Hate: The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered as a 
payaent list and inclusion on the payaent list does not denote 
tribal -•bership nor does the possession o£ Cali:fornia Indian 
blood necesaarily entitle the above na.ed person to BIA bene:fita. 

Sincerely, 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA. 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 
Triba~ Operations 

TO WHOM IT KAY CONCERN: 

Applicant, Patricia Leanne Koaan 

is identified to be the daughter o£ 

Carl fto .. n, 3/4 ftivok And 
Clara Ann !Prout) Koaan, 7/6 ftivok/Kaidu 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the inforaation shown 

in the records in this office, the applicant's degree of 

Indian blood is coaputed to be 13/16 ftivok/ftaidu 

Please Note; The 1972 3udg-.nt Roll is on~y considered aa a 
payaent list and inclusion on the payaent list doea not denote 
tribal -•bership nor does the possession a£ California Indian 
b~ood necessarily entitle tbe above naaed person to BIA benefits. 

Sin04trely, 

}/~~~ 
Superintendent. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 1 71993 
Tribal Operations 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN! 

This ia to certify that C&qilia Syliva CRer) Raaoa • ia 
enrolled aa a Cali£ornia Indian under the Act o£ Septeaber 21, 1968 
C82 Stat. 868 & 861), and ia naaed on the California 3udgaent Fund 
Roll o£ Cali£ornia Indiana, coapleted as o:f Deceaber 15, 1972, aa 
enrollee nuaber: 51978 , date> o:f birth p..ceabe>r 21. 1937 

In:foraation aa to degree o:f Indian blood ia not abovn on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this o££ioe ahov hia/her to be the 

daughter o:f Cecil B. Rey, 3/4 Kivok And 
Violet CKoaan) Rey. 3/4 Kivok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in:fo~tion abovn in 
recorda in this o£1/ioe, the applicant's degree> o£ Indian blood ia 
coaputed to be 3/4 Kitok • 

PL§ASE KOTE:Tbe 1972 Judg .. nt Roll ia only considered aa a payaent 
list and inclusion on t.btP payaent li.at. doea not ct.note tribal 
-•berahip nor doea tu po--ion o:f Cali:fornia Indian bl.ood 
neceaaaril.y entitle the above naae>d person the BIA bene:fit.a. 

Sinoere>ly, 

)/~~~ 
Superint.ende>D.t 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

TO WHOK IT KAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Cemral California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suitej 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 

Applicant, Al.an llorgan Rey 

Tribal Operations 

born February 6, 1972 , is identi:fied to be the..!!!!!!_ o:f 

pwigh\ Alan Rey, 3/4 Kiwok And 

Ina Pauline (Starkey) Rey. 5/16 lliwok 

Based on the stated relationahip and the in:foraation shown 

in the recorda in this o:f:ficv, the appl.icant•a degree o:f 

Indian blood is coaputed to be 17/32 lliwok 

Please Hotea The 1972 3udg .. nt Roll ia only considered as a 
pa~nt l.iat and inclu.ion on the payaent 1iat doea not denote 
tribal -•berahip nor do- the po-ion o:f Cali:fornia Indian 
b1ood neaeaaari1y entit1e the above naaed paraon to BI& bana:fit.a. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOtl IT 11A Y COHCERJI: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sa<:ramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 1 71993 

IN RUL\'u.n:Jl TO: 

Tr~bal Operat~ona 

Th~a ~a to cert~£y that Ceo~l B. Rey , ~. 

enrolled aa a Cal~£orn~a Ind~an under the Act o£ Septeaber 21, 1968 
(82 Stat. 860 ~ 861>, and ia na.ad on the Cali£ornia Judg .. nt Fund 
Roll o£ Cali£ornia Indiana, coapleted aa o£ Dec&aber 15, 1972, aa 
enrollee nuaber: 52643 • date o£ birth August 7. 1914 

In£oraation aa to degree o£ Indian blood ~- not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in thia o££ic. ahow hia/her to be the aon 

Cleve Rey. 1/2 liyok And 
Josephine (Oliver> Rey. 4/4 liwok 

Baaed on the stated ~lationahip and the inforaation abown in 
recorda ~n this o££/ice, tba applicant's degree of: Indian blood ia 
coaputed to be 3/4 liwok • 

PL£ASE JOTE:Tbe 1972 Judgaent Roll :La only considered aa a pay.ent 
liat and inclusion OD the pa:r-t liat d- not denota tr~bal 
-•berahip nor d- tba p-ion of: Calif:oroia Indian blood 
neceaaarily ent~tla the above na~ peraon tha BIA benaf:ita. 

S:lnceraly, 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOM IT KAY CONCERN• 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAJRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 

IN REPLYR.EfE.It to 

Tribal Operations 

This is to certi£y that Danny Rey --J is enrolled as a 
Cali:fornia Indian under the Act o:f Septeaber 21, 1968 (82 Stat. 868 
& 86U, and ia na-d on the Cali:fornia .Judg-nt Fund Roll of 
Cali£ornia Indiana, coapleted as o:f Deceaber 15, 1972, as enrollee 
nuaber: 52645 , date o:f birth Auaust 8, 1966 • 

In:foraation as to degree o:f Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other records in this o:f:fice show his/her to be the ~ 

o:f Donald Stanley Rey, 3/4 Miwok .. 
Jessica Caap, 5/16 Miwok 

Based on the stated relationship and the in:foraation shown in 
records in this o:f:f/ice, the applicant's degree o:f Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 17/32 Miyok • 

PLEAS£ HOTE:Tbe 1972 Judg..nt Roll is only considered aa a payaent 
list and inc~uaion on the pay-nt liat does not denote tribal 
-•berahip nor do.- the po--:ion o:f Cal:l.:fornia Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the abov. naaed peraon the BIA ben.:fita. 

Sincerely, 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 1 71993 
Tribal Operations 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Thill is to cert.i.fy that Donald Stanley Rex, .Jr. , ia 
enrolled aa a Cali.fornia Indian under the Act o.f Septeaber 21, 1968 
<82 Stat. 860 & 861), and ia naaed on the California .Judgaent Fund 
Roll of California Indiana, coapleted aa of Deceaber 15, 1972, aa 
enrollee nuaber: 52646 , date of birth July 29, 1965 • 

Inforaation aa to degree of Indian blood ia not ahown on thia roll, 
however, other recorda in this o.ffice show hia/her to be the ~ 

o.f Donald StanleY Hey, 3/4 Kivok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in.foraation shown in 
recorda in this o.f.f/ia., the applicant's degree o.f Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 17/32 ftivok • 

PLEASE IOTE:The 1972 .Judgaent Roll. :la onl.:r conaidered -a par-t 
liat and incl.usion oo tbe pa:r-nt l.iat da.. not denote tribal. 
-uvrahip nor d- tau. , __ ion of: Cal.:U'ornia Indian bl.ood 
neoeaaar:t.l.:r entitle the above naaed peraon the BIA benef:ita. 

//~((1,{.~ 
SuperiDtendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOM IT HAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

This ia to certi:fy that Dougl.aa R. Rev , ia 
enrolled aa a Cali:fornia Indian under the Act o:f Septeaber 21, 1968 
(82 Stat. 860 ~ 861), and is na.ed on the Cali:fornia Judg.ent Fund 
Roll o:f Cali:fornia Indiana. aoapleted aa o:f Deoeaber 150 19720 aa 
enrol.lee nuaber 1 526511 , date o:f birth Hoveab•r 1. 19!17 • 

In:foraation aa to doogrooe o:f Indian blood ia not ahovn on thia rol.l.0 

hovever. othoor recorda in this o:f:fice shov hia/ber to be the ~ 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in:foraation ahovn in 
recorda in thia o:f:f/ice. the applicant's degr .... o:f Indian blood ia 
aoaputed to be 21/32 Bivok • 

PLEAS£ HQTE:The 1972 3udgwent Rol.l ia onl.y considered aa a pay~nt 
J.iat. and inal.uaion on tbe paywmt liat. doea not denote tribal. 
-•berab:lp nor d- the po--ion o:f Cal.i:fornia Indian bl.ood 
neaeaaar:ll.y entitl.e tbe above naaed person the BIA bane:f:lta. 

pi~~~ 
Superintendent. 



166 

United States Deparunent of the Interior 

TO WHOI'I IT l'IAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Ag~ncy 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sa<ramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

This is to certify that Ja~a Nathan Rey II • is 
enrolled as a California Indian under the Act o£ Septeaber 21, 1968 
(82 Stat. 860 & 861), and is naaed on the California Judg~nt Fund 
Roll of California Indians, coapleted as o£ Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 52653 , date of birth April 18, 1949 • 

Inforaation as to degree of Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this office show hia/her to be the ~ 

of Jaaes Nathan Rey, 9/16 Kiwok & Lorriane I. Ray, 3/4 Kiwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the inforaation shown in 
records in this o££/ice, the applicant's degree o£ Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 21/32 Kiwok • 

PLEASE IIDTE:Tbe 1972 ..1udg-nt Roll is only considered as a payaent 
list and inclusion on the pay-nt list does not denot• tribal. 
-•berahip nor does the poaaasaion o:f California Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above naaed person the BIA benefits. 

~~(f.~ 
Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

IN UJ'LVUJ'EJI. TO; 

Tribal Operations 

NOV 171993 

TO WHOM IT KAY COHCERK: 

App.licant, Ja..a Kathan Rey, III 

born __ ~AuPur~i~l~~14~·~1~9~7~3~-J• is identi£ied to he the_!2R_ o£ 

Jaaea Kathan Rey, II 21/32 Kiwok 

Based on the stated relationship and the in£oraation shown 

in the r.oorda in thia o££ice, the applicant's degree o£ 

Indian blood is coaputed to he 21/64 Kiwok 

Please Note: The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered aa a 
payaent list and inclusion on the payaent list doea not denote 
tribal aeabersbip nor does the posaesaion o£ Cali£orn:l.a Indian 
blood neceaaar:l.ly entitle tbe above naaed person to BIA bene£ita. 

Sinoerely, 

~~~ 
Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

TO WHOM IT "AY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that Leroy ftoaan Rey , is 
enrolled as a California Indian under the Act of Septeaber 21, 1968 
182 Stat. 860 ~ 861), and is naaed on the California 3udgaent Fund 
Roll of California Indiana, coapleted as of Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 52656 , date of birth October 18, 1940 

Inforsation as to degree of Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other records in this office show hia/her to be the ~ 

o:f Cecil B. Rey, 3/4 ftivok And 
Violet Cftoaan) Rer, 3/4 ftiwok 

Based on the stated relationship and the inforaation shown in 
records in this of:f/ice, the applicant's degree o:f Indian blood ia 
coaputed to be 3/4 ftiwok , 

PLEASE IIOTlhTbe 1972 3udgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent 
list and inclusion on the payaent. list does not. denote t.ri.ba.l 
-•bership nor does the pos ...... ion o:f California Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above naaed person the BIA benefits. 

Sincer&ly, 

//~~~~ 
Superintl!'ndent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribu<e Road, SUi<ej 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 1 7 1993 
Tribal Operation• 

TO WHOH IT HAY CONCERN! 

Tbia ia to certify that Linda J'ean Rex , :la 
enrolled aa a Cal:l:fornia Ind:lan under the Act o:f Septeaber 21, 1968 
(82 Stat. 868 & 861). and·ia na .. d on tbe Cal:l:forn:la J'udgaent Fund 
Roll o:f California Ind:lana, coapleted aa o:f Dacaaber 15. 1972. aa 
anrollee nuaber1 52657 • data o:f birth JanuarY 12. 19ft 

In:foraation aa to degree o:f Indian blood :la not ahown on tbia roll. 
however. other recorda in tbia o:f:fice abow bia/ber to be the 

daughter o:f C!otl B. Bey. 3/4 Kiwok 4nd 
Yiolet. (Ko118n) Rey, 3/4 K.iwok 

Baaed on the stated relat:loaah:lp and the :ln:foraet:lon shown :ln 
recorda in tb:la o:f:f/:tce. the appl:lcant'a degrea o:f Iod:lan blood ia 
aoaputed to be 3/4 K.iwok , 

PLEAS£ IOTEtThe 1.972 J'udg .. nt. Rol.l :La only aona:l.dered aa a paywent. 
U.st and :l.ncl.-:lo!Q on tH pay-t l:l.at d- nat. d-ot.e tr:l.bal. 
.. aberah.ip nor d.,.. the p-::l.on o1 Cal:l:forn::La :tod::l.an blood 
necea.ar:l.ly ent.:lt.l.e t.ba above naaed person t.be BIA bene:f:l.ta. 

Sincerely. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAJRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento. CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

TO WHOK IT KAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that Lorraine I. Rey , is enrolled 
as a Cali:fornia Indian under the Act o:f Se-pt.eaber 21, 1968 (82 
Stat. 860 & 861), and is na!M!d on the Cali:fornia J'udgaent. Fund Roll 
o:f Cal.i.:fornia Indiana, coapl.eted as o:f Deceaber 15, 1"372, aa 
enrollee nuaber: 52658 , date o:f birth August. 24, 1923 

In:foraat.ion as to degree o:f Indian blood is not. shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this o:f:fice ahov hia/her to be the 

daughter o:f Cleve Rey, 112 ftivok And 
J'oaephine (Oliveri Rey, 4/4 ftivok 

Based on the stated relationship and the in:foraation shown in 
recorda in t.bia o:f:f/ice, t.be applicant's degr.e o:f Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 3/4 ftivok • 

PLEASE IIOTE:Tbe 1972 J'udgaent. Roll is only comd.dered as a payaent 
list. and inclusion on the pay .. nt list does not denote tribal 
-•berabip nor does the poaaeaaion o:f Cal.i:fornia Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above naaed person the BIA bene:fits, 

Sincerely, 

//~///.~~ 
Harold ft. Bra:f:ford 
Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815·4308 

IN R£PU'R£FER TO 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that Richard Ralph Rey is 
enrolled as a California Indian under the Act of Septeaber 21, 1968 
C82 Stat. 860 & 861), and is naaed on the California Judgaent Fund 
Roll of California Indians, coapleted as of Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 52660 , date o£ birth ftay 10, 1942 

Inforaation as to degree of Indian blood ia not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this office show hia/her to be the son 

of Cecil B. Rey, 3/4 ftivok And 
Violet (ftoaan) Rey, 3/4 ftiwok 

Based on the stated relationship and the inforaation shown in 
records in this off/ice, the applicant's degree of Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 3/4 ftiwok • 

PLEASE KOTE:The 1972 Judg-nt Roll. is only considered as a payaent 
list and incl.uaion on the pay-nt J.iat does not denote tribal. 
ae•bersbip nor does thll' poaaesaion o£ Cal.i.fornia Indian blood 
necesaaril.y entitle the above naaed person the BIA benefits. 

Sincerel.y, 
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United States Departtnent of the Interior 

'fQ WHOM lT MAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 

JN JtEPLYRUEil T(); 

Tribal Operations 

This is to certify that Robert L. Rey , ia enro~led as 
a California Indian under the Act of S&pteaber 21, 1968 (82 Stat. 
860 & 8611, and is naaed on the California Judgaent Fund Roll of 
California Indiana, coapleted as of Deceaber 15, 1972, aa enroll .. 
nuaber: 52661 , date of birth April 21 1956 • 

Inforaation as to degree of Indian blood ia not shown on thia ro~~. 
however, other recorda in thia office show hia/her to be the ~ 

of 3aaea Nathan Rey, 9/16 Kivok & Lorriane I. Rey, 3/4 Kivok 

Based on the stated relationship and the inforaation ahovn in 
recorda in thia off/ice, the applicant's degree of Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 21/32 Kivok • 

PLEASE KOTE:The 1972 Judg .. nt Roll is only considered aa a payaent 
liat and incl.uaion on the payaent. liat does not. denot.• tribal. 
aeaberahip nor doea t.h• poa--ion o:£ Cal.i:fornia Iodi- blood 
neceaaarily entit.l.• the above naa<ltd person the BIA benefits. 

Sincerely, 

?.~~ 
Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

IN RULYUFUTO: 

Tribal Operations 

NOV 171993 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Thia is to certi:fy that Susan Darlene Rey , i.a 
enroll.ed aa a Cali..:forni.a Indi.an und&r the Act o.:f S..pt&aber 21, 1968 
(82 Stat. 868 £ 861), and :La naaed on th& Cali.forni.a Judg.ent Fund 
Rol.l. o.:f Cal.i.fornia Indiana, coapl.ated as of Decaaber 13, 1972, aa 
enrol.l.e& nuaber: 52663 , data o.:f birth June 3, 1948 • 

Inforaati.on as to degree of Indian blood is not shown on thi.a roll, 
hovev&r, other recorda in th:la o.:f.:fioe show hia/her to be the 

daughter of Jaaea Nathan R&y, 9116 ftivok £ 
Lorriane I, R&y. 3/4 ft:lwok 

Baaed on the stated relati.onah:lp and the 1n.:foraat1on shown in 
recorda in thia of.:f/ice, the applicant's degree of Indian blood ia 
coaputed to be 21/32 ftiwok • 

PLEAS£ IIOTB:Tiut 1972 Judg-nt Roll. :La onl.:r cona:ld&red - a pa:r-nt 
1181:. and :lnclua:lon on the pa:r-nt l.:lat doea not. denote tr:lbal 
.. aberah:lp nor do- the p.,__i.on o.:f Cali:forn:la Ind:lan blood 
neoeaaar:ll:r entitle the above naaed person tbe BIA b&ne.:fi.ta. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAlRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

INJU:PLYitDl:JI. TO: 

NOV 1 7 1993 
Tribal Operations 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

This is to certi£y that Violet CKoaan) Rey , is 
enrolled as a Cali£ornia Indian under the Act o£ Septeaber 21, 1968 
C82 Stat. 860 ~ 8611, and is naaed on the Cali£ornia 3udgaent Fund 
Roll o£ Cali£ornia Indiana, coapleted as o£ Deceabar 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 52664 , date o£ birth Sapteabar 22, 1912 

In£oraation as to degree o£ Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this o££ice show hia/har to be the 

daughter o£ 
Bartha West, 1/2 Kiwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and tha in£oraation shown in 
recorda in this o££/ica, the applicant's dagrRR o£ Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 3/4 Kiwok , 

PLEASE HOTE:The 1972 3udgaent Roll is only considered as a payaant 
list and inclusion on th• payaant list does not denote tribal 
aeaberah:Lp nor do- the poa--ion o£ C.1:1.£ornia Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above naaed person the BIA bane£:1.ta. 

Sincerely, 

~~£:~ 
Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Cenlral California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite j 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

IN ltULY RUEk TO: 

Triba~ Opera~iona 

NOV 1 71993 

TO VHOII IT JIAY COHCERJh 

This ia to certi:fy tha~ Dearptimt CSuehead) starkeY , ia 
enro~~ed as a Ca~i:fornia Indian under the Act o:f Septeaber 21, 1968 
<~2 Stat. 860 & 861), and is naaed on the Ca~i:fornia 3udgaent Fund 
Ho~i o:f California indians, coapleted aa o:f Deceaber 15. 1972, aa 
enrollee nuaber: 60469 • date o:f birth June 10, 1907 

ln:foraatl.on as to degreet o:f Indian blood ia no~ abown on tbia rol.l.. 
however, other recorda in thia o:f:fice sbov hia/her to be the ~ 

of Frank Suebead, 4/4 llivok And 
Cora CRogersl Suebead 1/2 llivok 

Based on the stated relationship and the inforaation ebown in 
recorda in tbia o:f:f/ice. the applicant's degree o:f Indian blood ia 
coaputed to be 3/4 livok 

PLEASE NOTE:The 1972 Judgaent Roll ia only considered aa a paywent 
~iat and inclusion on tbe payaent liat d- not denote tr:l.ba~ 

-•berab:l.p nor doea the po-ion o:f Cal.i:forrda Ind:l.an bl.ood 
_..ari~y entitle the abov• na.ed paraon the BIA berw:f:l.t.a. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C.,ntral California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Sui"' J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

IN RU'lYRffU. TO: 

MO'J 17 1993 Tribal Operations 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that Harold Starkey , ia enrolled 
as a Cali:fornia Indian under the Act o:f Septeaber 21, 1968 (82 
Stat. 860 ~ 8611, and ia naaed on the Cali:fornia Judgaent Fund Roll 
o:f Cali:fornia Indiana, coapleted aa o:f O.C.aber 15, 1972, -
enrollee nuabers 60475 , date o:f birth Febryary 26, 1945 • 

In:foraation as to degree of Indian blood ia not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this o:f:fice show hia/her to be the ~ 

o£ ________ ~J~a=c~k-7T~-~s~t~a~r~k~e~v~·~1~/~2~~M~i~w~o~k~~~~~~~-------------------
Pearstine (Sueheadl Starkey, 3/4 niwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in:foraation abown in 
recorda in this o:f:f/ice, the applicant's degree o:f Indian blood ia 
coaputed to be 5/8 Biwok 

PLEASE HOTEsThe 1972 Judgaent Roll :La only considered aa a pay .. nt 
list and inclusion on the payaent list does not denote tribal 
.. aberah:Lp nor does the poaae-:Lon o:f Cal:L:forn:La Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above na.ed person the BIA bene:fita. 

S:Lncer•1y, 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOM IT KAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that 
as a California Indian 
Stat. 860 ~ 861), and is 
of California Indiana, 
enrollee nuaber: 60483 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Ag~ncy 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 

INitEPLYRUDTO: 

Tribal Operations 

Saa Starker • is enrolled 
under the Act of Septeaber 21, 1968 (82 
naaed on the California Judgaent Fund Roll 
coapleted as of Deceaber 15, 1972, as 

• date o£ birth July 12, 1930 • 

In£oraation as to degree o£ Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this o££ice show his/her to be the ~ 

o£ ________ ~J~a~cdk~T~-~S~t~a~r~k~e~v~·~1~/~2~~K~i~w~o~k~~~~~~------------------------
Dearstine (Suehead) Starkey. 3/4 Kiwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in£oraation shown in 
records in this o££/ice, the applicant's degree o£ Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 5/8 Kiwok 

PLEASE ROTE:The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent 
list and inclusion on th• pay-nt. list does not ~d~>not• tribal 
aeabership nor does th• po--ion o£ Ca1i£ornia Indian blood 
necoossarily •ntitle th• abov• naSitd poorson th• BIA bene£its. 

Sincerely, 

Superintend10nt 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIA.."l AFFAIRS 
Central Califomia Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 1 71993 
Triba~ Operation• 

TO WHOft IT BAY CONCERN: 

This is to aerti:fy that Genevieve Ro- (Tax~or) Sturgeon • i.a 
enro~led as a Cali.:fornia Indian under the Aat o:f Septeaber 21, 1968 
(82 Stat. 868 & 861), and is naaed on the Cali:fornia 3udgaent Fund 
Rol~ o:f Cali:fornia Indiana, aoapleted aa o:f Deceaber 15, 1972, .. 
enrollee nuaber: 11173 , date o:f birth ftarab 13. 1935 

In:foraation aa to degree o:f Indian blood ia not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this o:f:fiae show hia/her to be the 

daughter o:f Earl Louia Taylor. 1/2 ftiwok And 
Audrey L. CRey) Taylor. 3/4 ftiwok 

Based on the stated relationship and the in:for .. ti.on shown in 
recorda in this o££/ice, the applicant'• degr .. o:f Indian blood ia 
aoaputed to be 5/8 Riwok • 

PLEASE HOTEaThe 1972 3udgaent Roll ia only aonaidered aa a payweQt 
list and inaluaion on thR payaent liat do.. not d-ote tribal. 
-•bership nor doea the po--ion o:f Cali:forn:la Indian bl.ood 
neaeaaari~y entitle the above na.ed paraon the BIA bana:f:lta. 

Sinoerel.y, 

//~~B~ 
Superintoondent. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOK IT KAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Centra! California Ag~ncy 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 1 71993 
Tribal Operations 

This is to cerU.f'y that Dol.l.y CStarkey) Suebead is 
enrol.led as a Cal.if'ornia Indian under the Act of Septeaber 21, 1968 
182 Stat. 860 & 861), and is na.ed on the California .Judg.ent Fund 
Roll of Cal.if'ornia Indians, coapl.eted as of Dece•ber 15, 1972, as 
enroll.ee nuaber: 61333 • date of birth .January 5. 1928 • 

Inforaation aa to degree o£ Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this o£fice show hia/ber to be the 

daughter o:f .Jaqk T. Starkey. 1/2 Kiwok & 
Dearstine CSuehead) Starkey. 3/• Kiwok 

Baaed on the stated rel.ationship and the inf'or•ation shown in 
records in this o:f£/ice, the appl.icant•s degree of Indian bl.ood is 
coaputed to be 5/8 Kiwok 

PLEASE HOTE:The 1972 .Judg .. nt Rol.l. is onl.y considered as a pa:r-t. 
J.ist and inclusion on tbe pay-nt lillt d- not denote tribal 
aeabership nor does the poaseaaion o:f Cal.i:fornia Indian bl.ood 
necessarily entitl.e the above naaed person the BIA bene:fit.a. 

Sincerely, 

#~{f~ 
Superintendent 
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United State3 Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central Califomia Agency 
1824 Tribute Road. Sui!r J 

Sacramento, CA 95815·4308 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

TO WHOft IT ftAY COHCERH: 

This is to certi:fy that Elvira .J. Suehead , is 
enrolled as a Cali:fornia Indian under the Act o:f Septeaber 21, 1968 
182 Stat. 860 & 8611, and is naaed on the Cali:fornia .Judg.ent Fund 
Roll o:f Cali:fornia Indians, coapleted as o:f Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 61334 , date o:f birth June 19, 1962 

In:foraation as to degree o:f Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other records in this o:f:fice show hia/her to be the 

daughter o:f Avery Jack Suehead, 3/4 ftiwok/ftaidu And 
Dolly !Starkey) Suehead, 5/8 ftiwok 

Based on the stated relationahip and the in:foraation shown in 
records in thia o:f:f/ice, the applicant'a degree of Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 11/16 Miwok/Baidu 

PLEASE HOTE:The 1972 Judgaent Roll ia only considered sa a payaent 
list and inclusion on the pay.ent. liat does not. denote tribal 
aeaherahip nor does the posseaaion o:f Cali:fornia Indian blood 
necessarily entitle t.be above naaed person the BIA bene:fita. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C..ntral California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite 1 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 1 71993 
Tribal Operations 

TO VHOII IT IIAY COIICERih 

This is to certi:fy that .Jerry G. Suebead , is 
enrolled as a Cali:fornia Indian under the Act o:f Septeaber 21, 1968 
(82 Stat. 860 ~ 861), and is naaed on the Cali:fornia .Judgaent Fund 
Roll o£ Cali:fornia Indians, coapleted as o:f Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 61414 • date o:f birth June 5. 1949 

In:foraation as to degree o:f Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other recorda in this o:f:fice show hia/her to be the §2R 

o:f Avery Jack §uebead, 3/4 lliwok/llaidu And 
Dolly CStarkey) Suebead. 5/8 lliwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in:for .. tion shown in 
recorda :in tb:l.s o£1:/ice, the applicant 'a degree o:f Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 11/16 ll:lyok/llaidu 

PLEASE IIOTE:Tbe 1972 Judgaent Rol.l. is onl.y cons:ldered as a pay-nt 
list and inclusion on the pay-nt list does not denote tribal 
-bersb:lp nor doea the p-esa:lon o;f Cal:l:forn:la Ind:lan blood 
necessarily ent:ltle the above na~ person the BIA bene:fits. 

S:lncerely, 

#~&..J?~ 
Harold B. ~££~JV 
Super:l.ntendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 1 71993 

IN REPLY REFEJl TO: 

Tribal Operations 

TO WHOM IT KAY COHCERH: 

This is to certi£y that John Oliver Suehead is 
enrolled as a Cali£urnia Indian under the Act o£ Septeaber 21, 1968 
182 Stat. 860 & 861), and is na.ed on the Cali£ornia Judgaent Fund 
Roll o£ Cali£ornia Indians, coapleted as o£ Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 61342 , date o£ birth Septeaber 29. 1957 

ln£oraation as to degree o£ Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other records in this o££ice show hia/her to be the ~ 

o£ Avery Jack Suehead, 3/4 Kiwok/Kaidu And 
Dolly (Starkey) Suehead, 5/8 Kiwok 

Based on the stated relationship and the in£oraation shown in 
recorda in this o££/ice, the applicant's degree o£ Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 11/16 Kivok/Kaidu 

PLEASE HOTE:The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent 
list and incl.usion on the payaent l..iat does not denote tr.ibal 
.eabership nor does the posae-.ion o:f Cali:fornia Indian bl.ood 
necessarily entitle the above naaed person the BIA bene:fita. 

~:f'~~ 
Super.intendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 

IN REPl.YlEFER TO: 

Tribal Operations 

TO WHOft IT ftAY CONCERN: 

This is to certi£y that Williaa W. Suehead is 
enrolled as a Cali£ornia Indian under the Act o£ Septeaber 21, 1968 
<82 Stat. 860 & 8611, and is naaed on the Cali£ornia Judgaent Fund 
Roll o£ Cali£ornia Indians, coapleted as o£ Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 61351 , date o£ birth Bay 15, 1952 

In£oraation as to degree o£ Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other records in this o££ice show hia/her to be the ~ 

o:f Avery Jack Suvhead, 3/4 ftiwok/ftaidu And 
Dolly <Starkey) Suehead, 5/8 ftiwok 

Baaed on the stated relationship and the in£oraation ahown in 
records in this o££/ice, the applicant's degree o£ Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 11/16 ftiwok/ftaidu 

e_'-EASE_.~Q1'E:The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered as a pay-nt 
list and inclusion on the pay-nt list does not denote tribal 
aeabership nor does thtt posattasion o£ Cali£ornia Indian blood 
necessarily entitle the above naaed person the BIA bene£ita. 

Sincerely, 

Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOK IT HAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
~nn-al California Agency 
1824 Tributc Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

Triba1 Operations 

This is to certi£y that AudreY L. fRey) Taylpr , ia enro11ed 
as a Cali:fornia Indian under the Act. o:f Septeaber 21, 1968 (82 
Stat.. 860 & 861), and is naaed on the Cali:fornia Judgaent Fund Roll 
o:f Cali:fornia Indiana, aoaplet.ed as o:f Dece.ber 15, 1972, as 
enro1lee nuaber1 61953 , date o:f birth Kovaeber 7, 1912 

In:foraation as to degree o:f Indian blood is not ahown on this roll, 
however, other records in this o:f:fice ahov hia/her to be the 

daughter o:f Cleve Hey, 1/2 Kiyok & Josephine Ol!ver, 4/4 Miwok 

Based on the stated relationship and t~ in:foraation ahovn in 
recorda in this o:f:f/ice, the applicant's degree o:f Indian blood is 
coaputed to ~ 3/4 l&wok • 

PLEASE KOTE:The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent 
l:iat and inclusion on the payaent list d.,... not denot.• tribal 
aeaberahip nor d- the po ...... ion o:f Cali::fornia Indian blood 
necessarily entitle t.be abo•• naaed person t.be BIA bene:fit.a. 

S:lncerely, 

~~~ 
Superintendant. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suitej 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 1 71993 

IN REPLYJI.EFER TO: 

Tribal Operations 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Thia ia to certi~y that Earl Louia Taylor ia 
enrolled aa a Cali1ornia Indian under the Act o~ S.pteaber 21, 1968 
(82 Stat. 868 ~ 861), and ia naaad on the Cali1ornia 3udgaent Fund 
Roll o1 Cali1ornia Indiana, coapleted aa o1 Deceaber 15, 1972, aa 
enroll- nuaber: 61999 , date o1 birth Deceaber 12. 1987 

In£oraation aa to devree o1 Indian blood ia not. shown on thia roll, 
however, other recorda in thia o££ice ahow hia/her to be the ~ 

o1 Louis Taylor. 1/2 Miwok And 
Ellen <Daniela) TaYlor • 1/2 Biwok 

Baaed on the stated relationahip and the in1oraation ahown in 
recorda in thia o11/ice, the applicant"• degree o~ Indian blood ia 
coaputed to be 1/2 Biwok • 

PLEASE MOTE:The 1972 3udg-nt Roll ia onl7' considered aa a payaent 
li.t and incluaion on the payaent list does not denote tribal 
aeaberahip nor do- the po-ion o1 Cali1ornia Indian blood 
neceaaaril7' entitle the above naaad peraon the BIA bene1ita. 

Sincerel,., 

f.~~r~ 
Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TU WHOM IT HAY CONCERN: 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Ag~ncy 
1824 Tribute Road. Suit< J 

Sacramento. CA 95815-4308 

NOV 171993 
Tribal Operations 

Thl.s is to certify that Ja ... s Edward Young, Jr. • is 
enrolled as a California Indian under the Act of S.p~eaber 21, 1968 
(82 ~tat. 860 & 861l, and is naaed on the California Judgaent Fund 
Holi of California Indians, coapleted as of Deceaber 15, 1972, as 
enrollee nuaber: 69616 , date of birth July 18, 1958 • 

Inforaation as to degree of Indian biood is not shown on this roll, 
however, other records in this office shov hia/her to be the ~ 

Based on the stated relationship and the inforaation shown in 
records in this off/ice, the applicant's degree of Indian blood is 
coaputed to be 3/8 ftiwok • 

PLEASE NOTE:The 1972 Judgaent Roll is only considered as a payaent 
list and :i.nclusion on the pay ... nt list does not denote tribal. 
aeabership nor doe& the poBI!Iess:l.on o:f Cali:forn:l.a Iru:t:l.an bl.ood 
necessaril.y entitle the above naaed person the BIA benef:i.ts. 

S.incere1y, 

Super:l.ntendent 
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CALIFORNIA INDIAN LEGAL SERVICES 

DlredlngAttomey 
Jay B. Petersen 

Staff Attorneys 
Margaret B. Crow 
Maureen H. Gtary 

Ltigh Lorry 

510 - 16th Street, Suite 301 
Oakland, California 94612 

Telephone (510) 835-0284 
Fax (510) 835-l!045 

June 16, 1994 

The Honorable Blll Richardson 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Native American Affairs 
1522 Longworth HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Re: H.R. 4228, the Auburn Indian Restoration Act 

Dear Congressman Richardson: 

Executive Director 
Michll<IS. Pfrffrr 

Director of Litigation 
Step~n V. Quesenberry 

In Reply Refer to: UK92~21 

1 have enclosed a report entitled -The Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians: 
Background information Concerning Tribal Restoration ", Theodoratus and Emberson 
(1994), which Is submitted in support of the Paskenta Band's request that H.R. 4228 
be amended to include provision for the Paskenta Band's restoration. Also enclosed 
with the report is the curriculum vitae of Dorothea J. Theodoratus, Ph.D., who 
coordinated the preparation of the report. 

The Paskenta Band respectfully requests that the report be included as part of 
the official record of the Subcommittee's proceedings on H.R. 4228. Thank you for 
your continuing commitment to the restoration of California's terminated tribes. 

SVQ:Ie 
Enclosure 
cc: Everett l'reeman, Chairperson, 

Sincerely, 

Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians 

Express Mail #RB968720423US 



Dorothea J Tbeodoratus, Ph.D. 

8526 Rolling Green Way 
Fair Oaks, CA 95628 
(916) 961-7325 

Sta.t:wi 
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RESUME SUMMARY 

Aprl11994 

Dept. Anthropology 
Calif. State Un!v. 
Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 278-6452 

Professor of Anthropology, Native American Studies, and Canadian Studies, California 
State University, Sacramento, CA, 1967-present 

Senior Ethnographer, INFOTEC Research, Inc., Sonora, California. 
President, Theodoratus Cultural Research, Fair Oaks, CA, 1978-present 
Consultant, California State Native American Heritage Commission, Sacramento, 

1988-
Consultant, The Central Sierra Me-Wuk Cultural and Historic Preservation 

Committee, Tuolumne Tribe, Tuolumne, CA., Feb. 1991-
Consultant, Federal Acknowledgement Cases, California lndian Legal Services, 

Oakland, CA, 1992-
Consultant, lndian Canyon Mutson Band (Fed. Acknowledgement), Hollister, CA. 1992-
Consultant, Sitka Tribe of Alaska (Historic Preservation), Sitka, AK 1992-
Consultant, Tomales and Bodega Mlwok (Fed. Acknowledgement}, Santa Rosa, CA. 

1993-

~tilm 
Ph.D., 1971 Anthropology, Maxwell Graduate School of Cith:enship and Public 

Affairs, Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York. 
Certificate, Historic Preservation Law, University of Nevada, Reno, Cultural 

Resources Management Program, 1992. 

~atlons. Re,ports. VIdeo Tanes: Extensive list on Historic Preservation, Traditional 
Sites, Ethnography/History/Ethnohistory, Sacred Geography, Religious Freedom Issues, 
Native Subsistence Issues, Native American Legal Cases, Woman, Arts Programs, 
Cultural Resources Management, Cultural and Social Change. 

Conference Presentations and PartlcipatJon Active participant in professional meetings, 
presenting papers on topics such as ethics and cultural resource studies, anthropologists as 
expert witnesses, development and CRM, religious freedom, burlaVreburlal issuet, 
methOOologlcal problems in heritage preservation, Native American tradition, ethniclty 
and heritage conservation, dilemmas in data integration, and social impact assessment. 

Consultant Work. Cultural Resource Management: As Principal Investigator of 
Theodoratus Cultural Research (TCR), I have seen extensive research projects to their 
completion and have directed large research teams In separate and combined studies of 
ethnographic, archaeological, and historical investigations. Reports include the impacts 
of hydroelectric power plants, gas plants, geothermal power plants, transmission lines, 
roads, pipelines, water systems, flood control, timber harvests, and city redevelopment. 
Studies ranged from general overviews (reconnaissance, inventory, evaluation) to specific 
problem solving, and included cumulative impacts, burial relocation, native consultations, 
organizing native involvement programs, and cultural brokerage tasks. These included 
over 95 research contracts from Federal, States, California Public Utilities Commission, 
Counties, Cities, Utilities, Private Companies, as well as work (both volunteer and 
consultant; research and expert witness). 

Full Resume available upon request. 



Dorothea J Theodoratus, Ph.D. 

8526 Rolling Green Way 
Fair Oaks, CA 95628 
(916) 961-7325 
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April 1994 

Dept. Anthropology 
Calif. State Univ. 
Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 278-6452 

Professor of Anthropology, Native Amerlclll'l Studfes. an4 CanmlUul Studies, California 
State University, Sacramento, CA, 1967-present; 1990 Vice President of CSUS 
Archaeological Institute 

Senior Etluwgrapher, INFOTEC Research, Inc., Sonora, California. 
President, Theodoratus Cultural Research & Theo Media, Fair Oaks, CA, 1978-present 
Consultlll'lt, California State Native American Heritage Commission, Sacramento, 1988-
Consultant, The Central Sierra Me-Wuk Cultural and Historic Preservation Committee, 

Tuolumne Tribe, Tuolumne, CA., Feb. 1991-
Consultlll'lt, Federal Acknowledgement Cases, California Indian Legal Services, 

Oakland, CA, 1992-. 
Consultlll'lt, Indian Canyon Mutson Band (Fed. Acknowledgement), Hollister, CA. 1992-

Education 
Ph.D., 1971 Anthropology, Maxwell Graduate School of Citizenship and Public 

Affairs, Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York. Dissertation: Identity Crises: 
Changes in Life Style of the Manchester Band of Pomo indians. 

UndergrtUi'uate: University of Washington, Seattle, 1953-1956; California State 
University, Sacramento, 1959-1962, B.A. 1961 {Anthropology, Geography, Art) 

Certificate, Historic Preservation Law, University of Nevada, Reno, Cultural 
Resources Management Program, 1992. 

Professional Societies {Partial List) 
American Anthropologtcal Association, Fellow; Associate Editor for Applied 

Anthropology, 1983 Annual Meetings, Chicago; Executive Board Nominee 1983: 
Committee to Investigate Anthropological Concerns on the Peripheral Canal, 1982 

Society for Applied Anthropology, Fellow; Ethics Committee 1981-1982; Presidential 
Nominee 1981-1982; Chairperson 40th Annual Meettns. 1980 Denver; Social Impact 
Committee 1977-1980; Annual Meeting Committee 1977-1978; Chairperson 37th 
Annual Meeting, 1977 San Diego 

Southwestern Anthropologfcal Association, Fellow; President 1987; Executive Board 
1980-1982; Chair, Women In Anthropology Committee 1981-1982; Chair, Publications 
Committee 1980 

Redding Museum ami Art Center, Redding, California, Executive Council, Laboratory 
for Cultural Resource Conservation and Research 

American River Natunzl Hlatol'}' Association, Board of Directors, 1979-1991 
California Historical Society, Member 
Society for Anthropology of Yisltal ColllliiWilcation, Member 
Miwok Archeological Preserve of Marin, Member 
Crocker Art Museum Association, Member 
Artcetera (Placer County Arts), Member 
Socramento Center for the Textile Arts, Member 
Sacramento Weaver'• Gld14, Member 
Network for Wearable Art, Member 
Americlll'l Hellenic Professional Association (AH£PA), Member 
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Publications. Reoorts. VIdeo Tapes (a partial list) 
1993 Sitka Tribe of Alaska, Historic Preservation Plan. USDI, National Park Service 

Historic Preservation Grant, Washington, D.C., Sitka, Alaska. 

1993 Traditional Piacu and ArcluJeloglcal Situ. World Archaeological Congress 
Papers on Sacred Sites. University of South Dakota Press. 

1993 Me-Wuk Ethnography. In, Waterscapes In the Sierra: Cultural Resources 
Investigations for the Angels (FERC 269) Project; Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company. Infotec Research, Inc., Sonora, CA. 

1992 Winht Sacred Geography. In, California Indian Shamanism, edited by Lowell 
John Bean. Pp. 211-226. Menlo Park, CA: Ballena Press. 

1991 Statement of Fin4inp, Native American Interview and Data Collection, Stlldy 
of Mt. Shasta, California. USDA, Shasta-Trinity National Forests, Redding, 
California. · 

1991 Klamath River Canyon Ethnology Stlldy, In, Klamath River Canyon Prehistory 
and Ethnology. USDI, Bureau of Land Management, Cultural Resource Series 
No. 8, Oregon State Office, Portland, Oregon. 

1991 Indian Uses of Sea Products on the North Coast of California. With Anne 
Poitras. California State Department of Parks and Recreation, Sacramento, 
CA. 

1990 Winht Sacred Geography. Invited paper for Conference on California Indian 
Shamanism, May 1990 at California State University, Hayward. (Also presented 
at the 1991 California Indian Conference, Riverside, CA; Women In 
Anthropology Conference, CSUS, 1992) In Press, Ballena Press 1992in a 
volume on CA Indian Shamanism. 

1990 Mirage of Honor; The 1851 Treaty at Camp Barbour, California, (Video) 
Associate Producer with Producer Sandra Helland. Unlvenlty Media Services, 
California State Unlvenlty, Sacramento (12 minutes). 

1990 Cult1tral Background Information 011 Case No. 7909 (The People of the State of 
California, Plaintiff, vs., DDK, Defendant), for Gehrke's Investigative Services, 
Fresno, CA and Eric Green, Attorney at Law, Fresno, CA. Theodoratua 
Cultural Research, Fair Oaks, CA 

1989 Solano Wo1111111, Associate Producer, VIdeo tape program produced for the 
Vacaville Museum, Vacaville, CA. Theodoratus Cultural Research (21 minutes). 

1989 Susanville Rancheria Arts Program A VIdeo Presentation for the Lassen Arts 
Council, Associate Producer with Producer Sandra Helland. Theodoratus 
Cultural Research. 

1989 Klamath River Canyon Stlldy. Report for the USDI, Bureau of Land Manage­
ment, Portland, Oregon. BloSystems Analysis, Inc., Santa Cruz, CA (To be 
published in Portland BLM Anthropology Series). 
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Publications (continued) 
1989 Historical Ovenriew, Yuba River Buill, Project Alte~TU~tives, {Historical 

Section with Dian Self). Report for the Department of the Army, Corps of 
Engineers, Sacramento District, Sacramento, CA. Biosystems Analysis, Inc., 
Santa Cruz, CA 

1988 Fratlk LaPena, Artist and Winht Traditionalist, A Video Program produced with 
Carla Hills. Theodoratus Cultural Research (12 minutes). 

1987 G-0 Road: Northwest California Religion Case to be Reviewed b7 Supreme 
Court. News From Native California, Vol. 1, No.5, November/December 1987. 

1987 Preserving the Point Arena RDIUitflwu8e. News From Native California, Vol. 1, 
No.4, September/October 1987. 

1985 A Walk Through Yesterday. Video tape program produced for the Vacaville 
Museum, Vacavilte, CA. Theodoratus Cultural Research (21 minutes). 

1985 The Extension of Tradition: Dedication. Video tape program produced In 
cooperation with the Crocker Museum, Sacramento, CA. Theodoratus Cultural 
Research (20 minutes). 

1985 Tradition: A Contempormy Perspective. In, The Extension of Traditloo: 
Contemporary Northern California Native American Art in Cultural 
Perspective, pp. 38-43, Frank R. LaPena and Janice T. Driesbach, editors. The 
Crocker Art Museum, Sacramento, CA. 

1985 Central California Indians. In, Masterkey 59(2,3):4-11 Summer/Fall, Special 
Issue: People of California. Southwest Museum, Los Angeles, CA. 

1985 Black Butte Laklt: An Oral History Sampler. Video tape program prepared for 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District. Theodoratus Cultural 
Research. (21 minutes) 

1982 Ethnagraphy Gild History b& P:resDvation Reaearch: Views of CRM b& 
California. In, Contract Abstracts, Vol. 3, No. 1. 

1980 Ethnagraphy b& Qdtltral Resoruces Mtl11agement. In, Third National 
Conference, Task Force on Recreation Use and Resource Management of the 
Edison Electric Institute. Washlnaton, D.C.: Edison Electric Institute. 

1978 Westem Pomo and Northeastem Pomo, (co-author, Lowell J. Bean) In, Handbook 
of North American Indians, Volume 8: California. Edited by Robert F. Helzer. 
Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution. 

1974 Odtural and Social Change Among the Coast Central Pomo. California Journal 
of Anthropology, Volume I, Number 1. 
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Conferencc PresentatiOIII and Part!dpatlon (a partial list) 
Active participant In professional meetings, presenting papen on topics such as ethics 
and cultural resource studies, anthropologists as expert witnesses, development and 
CRM, religious freedom, burial/reburial Issues, methodological problems In heritage 
preservation, Native American tradition, ethnlclty and heritage conservation, 
dilemmas in data Integration, and social impact assessment. 

1993 Off Reservation Lan4 Rights: A Comparative Analysis. Invited Session, The 
Politics of Heritage: Native American Issues in Contemporary America. 
Eighth California Indian Conference, Berkeley, CA. 

1993 A Retrospective on Thirty Plus Years as a California Ethnographer. In, Plenary 
Session, The Past Is But the Beginning of a Beginning. Eight California Indian 
Conference, Berkeley, CA. 

1992 A Perspective on Traditional Sites. Invited speaker, Plenary Session, Society 
for California Archaeology, Pasadena, California, April. 

1991 Invited Statement, Participant, Legacy Resowce Management Program, 
Department of Defense Working Group on Traditional Places and 
Archaeological Sites. Washington, D. C., November. 

1987 C. Hart Merriam's View of the California Indian Condition, 1898-1935. Invited 
paper, Session: California Indian Ethnohistory, American Society for 
Ethnohistory, November 6, 1987, Berkeley, CA. 

1987 Cultural Resowce Training Session. USDA, Sequoia National Forest, 
Porterville, CA. 

1987 Program Committee: The Third California Indian Conference, October 16-18, 
1987. Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, Santa Barbara, CA. 

1987 Session Organizer: Indialu and Anthropologists Working Together. The Third 
California Indian Conference, October 16, 1987. Santa Barbara Museum of 
Natural History, Santa Barbara, CA. 

1987 Cultural Resowce Training Session. USDA, Sequoia National Forest, 
Porterville, CA. 

1985 Removal and Reburial uf Human Remains from CA-TEH-10, Black Butte Lake, 
Tehama County, California. (with Clinton M. Blount) Invited paper, Session: 
Ethnoarchaeology, Society for California Archaeology, San Diego, March 29, 
1985. 

1985 Cultural Resowces in the Assessment of Development Projects. Sacramento 
Association of Applied Sociologists, March 26th. 1985. 

1984 Workshop organizer with Omer Stewart and Florence Sh!pek: Anthropologist as 
Expert Witnes&. Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, 
Toronto, Canada, March 14, 1984. 
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Conference Presentations and Participation (continued) 
1983 Organizer with Benita Howell: Recent Perspectives, The American Indian 

Religious Freedom Act (P.L. 95-341). Invited Symposium for the Committee of 
Anthropologists in Environmental Planning, American Anthropological 
Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, Nov. 17-20, 1983. 

1983 Paper Presented: Gasquet-Orleans: View from the End of the Rond. for 
Invited Symposium, Recent Perspectives, The American Religious Freedom 
Act. American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, Nov. 18, 
1983. 

1983 Invited Organizer and Discussant: Development and Archaeological Sites in the 
West. Conference: "Reusing Old Buildings: Preservation Law and the 
Development Process," June 26-28, 1983, San Francisco, CA. Sponsored by The 
Conservation Foundation, The National Trust for Historic Preservation, and the 
American Bar Association. 

1982 Paper presented: The Dutch Gulch Lake Project: A View of Methodological 
Approaches to the Study of Prehistoric Populations through Great Depression 
Populations. (with Jerald J. Johnson) for Symposium, "Cultural Resource 
Management and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers," Society for American 
Archaeology, Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN. 

1982 Invited Paper: Cultural Conservation: A Case Study in the Sierra Nevada. for 
Symposium, "Cultural Conservation and Environmental Planning" {Libracy of 
Congress Folklife Center), American Anthropological Association, Annual 
Meeting, Washington, D.C. 

1982 Discussant: Symposium, Native American Religious Freedom: Conflicts and 
Accommodations. American Anthropological Association, Annual Meeting, 
Washington, D.C. 

I 982 Symposium Organizer: Recent Findings in Sierran Anthropology. Southwestern 
Anthropological Association, Annual Meeting, Sacramento, CA. 

1982 Symposium Organizer: Employment of Women in the Public Arena. For Women 
in Anthropology Committee, Southwestern Anthropological Association, Annual 
Meeting, Sacramento, CA. 

1982 Califomia Anthropology and Native American Tradition. Paper Presented for 
the Ethnic Studies Lecture Series, California State University, Sacramento, CA. 

198 I Invited Paper: The Present Status of Califomia Etlmohistory: Tradition as 
Change, University of Uppsata, Sweden, Department of Cultural Anthropology, 
June, 1980. 

1981 Paper Presented: Tradition and Ethnicity in Heritage Conservation. In 
Symposium, Conservation Ethnology, 1981 Annual Meeting of the American 
Society for Ethnohistocy, Colorado Springs, CO. 
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Conference Fresentati0111 and Participation (continued) 
1981 Workshop Facilitator with three other professionals: Social Impact Assessment: 

Scope and Potential. For American Anthropological Association Committee on 
Anthropology as a Profession, 80th Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, Los Angeles, CA. 

1981 Workshop Facilitator: Ethnographic Research and the U.S. Forest Service, for 
USDA, Forest Service, Regional Office, San Francisco (full day workshop, 
October, Sacramento, CA). 

1981 Paper Presented: Dilemmas in Data Integration. In Symposium, Cultural 
Studies at Warm Springs Dam-7 years: $2,000,000. 80th Annual Meeting of the 
American Anthropological Association, Los Angeles, CA. 

1981 Discussant, Invited Session: Collaborative Research on Scientific Method. For 
the Society for Applied Anthropology, 80th Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, Los Angeles, CA. 

1980 Invited Paper: Ethics and Cultural Resource Studies. Workshop Conference on, 
Ethical Problems of Fieldwork, National Science Foundation, Springhill, 
Minnesota. 

1980 Co-Chair, Symposium: Indian Heritage Preservation Issues. Paper Presented: 
Methodological Problems of Heritage Preservation: A Case Study, Society for 
Applied Anthropology, Annual Meeting, Denver, CO. 

1980 Paper Presented: Ethnography in Cultural Resources Management. Symposium, 
Cultural Resources Management, Third National Conference, Task Force on 
Recreation Use and Resource Management, Edison Electric Institute, Portland, 
OR. 

1978 Symposium Organizer: Native California Indians and World Ethnology l: 
Current ReseDTcll. Paper Presented: Coso Hot Springs: Traditional Healing or 
Geothermal Energy?; Discussant in Part fi: Spiritual Sites, 77th Annual 
Meeting, American Anthropological Association, Los Angeles, CA. 

1978 Chairperson, Symposium: Contemporary Ethnology, Southwestern 
Anthropological Society, Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA. 

1977 Participant, 2-day Symposium: Restoration of Equality in Indian-Anglo 
Decision-Making. Society for Applied Anthropology, Annual Meeting, San 
Diego, CA. 

1977 Chairperson, Symposium: Future of Anthropology. Society for Applied 
Anthropology, Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA. 

1976 Symposium Organizer: Contract Ethnographic Team Research. Paper 
presented: Administration of Projects. Southwestern Anthropological Society, 
Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA. 
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Conference Presentations and Participation (continued) 
1973 Paper Presented: From Rancheria to Pre-Industrial Cooperative: An Analysis 

of the Cultural and Social Change Among the Coast Central Porno. 72nd Annual 
Meeting, American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, LA. 

1973 Participant, Smithsonian Institution Symposium: Ecorwmic Development on 
American Indian Reservations. Southwestern Anthropological Society, Annual 
Meeting, San Francisco, CA. 

Consultant Work. Cultural Resource Management: 
As Principal Investigator of Theodoratus Cultural Research (TCR), I saw extensive 
research projects to their completion (report list available on request). I directed 
large research teams In separate and combined studies of ethnographic, 
archaeological, and historical investigations. TCR reports included the Impacts of 
hydroelectric power plants, gas plants, geothermal power plants, transmission lines, 
roads, pipelines, water systems, nood control, timber harvests, and city 
redevelopment. Studies ranged from general overviews (reconnaissance, Inventory, 
evaluation) to specific problem solving, and included cumulative Impacts, burial 
relocation, native consultations, organizing native Involvement programs, and cultural 
brokerage tasks. These included over 95 research contracts from the following: 

Federal 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Districts: . 

Sacramento,. San Francisco, Los Angeles Districts 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service: 

Shasta-Trinity National Forest, Redding, CA 
Sierra National Forest, Fresno, CA 
Six Rivers National Forest, Eureka, CA 
Stanislaus National Forest, Sonora, CA 
Sequoia National Forest, Porterville, CA 

U.S. Department of Defense, Washington, D.C. 
U.S. Department of the Interior: 

States 

Bureau of Land Management, Redding, Susanville, Medford Districts 
Inter-Agency Archaeological Service, Washington, D.C. 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Washington, D.C. 
National Park Service, Western Region, San Francisco 

California Public Utilities Commission, San Francisco 
California State Water Resources Control Board, Sacramento 
California, Office of Historic Preservation 
Montana Dept. Natural Resources and Conservation, Helena 

C01111ties 
Calaveras County Museum, San Andreas, CA 
Calaveras County Water District, San Andreas, CA 
Plumas County, Department of Public Works, CA 

Cities 
San Jose, CA, Redevelopment Agency 
Sacramento City Redevelopment Agency 
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Consultant Work, Cultural Resource Management (continued) 
Utilities 

Pacific Gas and Electric, San Francisco 
Kings River Conservation District, Fresno, CA 
Sacramento Municipal Utility Company, Sacramento 
San Joaquin Power Authority, Turlock, CA 
Southern California Edison, Rosemead, CA 

Private Companies 
Dames & Moore, San Francisco 
David J Powers & Associates, San Jose, CA 
Ecological Analysts, Concord, CA 
Environmental Science Associates, San Francsico 

Theodoratus, page 8 

Envirosphere Company, Division of EBASCO Services, Inc., Sacramento 
ESCA-Tech Corporation, Costa Mesa, CA 
Fredericksen, Kamine & Associates, Sacramento, CA 
Gehrke's Investigative Services, Fresno, CA 
Gilbert/Commonwealth, Englewood, Colorado and Chicago 
Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc., Sacramento 
R. W. Beck and Associates, Seattle 
Southern Pacific Pipelines, Inc., Los Angeles 
Tuolumne Me-Wuk Tribal Council, Tuolumne, CA 
Wirth Associates, San Diego, CA 

Other: 
Consultant to South Asian American Education Association, Stockton, CA. 

1981-1982. 
Consultant in Administration of National Institute of Education funded study in 

Yuba City, CA. 1981-1982. 
Expert Witness, Porno Interment Case, Mendocino County Court, Ukiah, 1993. 
Expert Witness (Mono Indian culture), Fresno Superior Court, California, 1990. 
Expert Witness (Indian religious freedom), U.S. District Court, San Francisco, 

Northern District of California, Docket No. C-82-4042, March 14, 15, 1983. 
(Cited by Supreme Court of the United States, Lyng, Secretary of Agriculture, 
et al. v. Northwest Indian Cemetery Protective Assn. et a1, No. 86-1013. 
Argued Nov. 30, 1987-Decided Aprill9, 1988.) 

Expert Witness (ethnic minorities), Superior Court, County of Sacramento, 
Department of Social Welfare, June 1980. 

Museum Associations 
Involvement with museums has been in the public presentation of research through 
lecturing, writing, and video production (3/4 inch broadcast quality) for the following: 

CSUS Anthropology Museum, Director, 1993-1994. 
Calaveras County Museum, San Andreas, CA. On two NEH grants. 
Chaw'Se State Historic Park (Museum), Pine Grove, CA. Lectures. 
Crocker Art Museum Association, Sacramento. Lecture, publication, video. 
DeYoung Museum, San Francisco. Lectures. 
Redding Museum and Art Center, Redding, CA. Executive Council, Laboratory for 

cultural Resources Conservation and Research, speaker, NEH grant application. 
Southwest Museum, Los Angeles. Writing. 
Vacaville Museum, Vacaville, CA. Videos. 

Current work with a Pit River Tribal Committee to assist in the establishment of a 
Tribal Curation Facility. Earlier Involvement has been as a Preparator for the Lowie 
Museum of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley, and as Assistant Curator 
of the then Territorial Museum of Alaska. 
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Current Res!arch/Act!vities (1994) 
Ongoing research on Traditional Sites and Sacred Geography (CA and AK.). 
Work with the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk to establish preservation policies. 
Staff for County Local Arts Agency Grant, Project Bridge Bulldlng, to bring Native 

American Arts Into County Arts Projects. 
Point Arena, CA, Manchester Band of Pomo Indians. Now that the Point Arena 

Roundhouse has been re~tored and about to be dedicated (1993) we are working 
together on the publication of my 1971 ethnohistory (updated) on this Rancheria. 

C. Hart Merriam Diaries, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. I have continued my 
work on the Merriam Diaries and have a draft manuscript which Is In the process of 
concordance with Bancroft Library Merriam notes (different from the diaries) and 
which wiU be used with Smithsonian collections by Merriam. 

Northern California Native American sea product coJiecting, ongoing study. 
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The Paskenta Band of Romlaki Indians 

Background Information Concerning Tribal Restoration 

Dorothea J Theodoratus, Ph.D.l 
Geri Emberson, B.A., M.A. Candidate 

1 

The Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians, a terminated tribe, 
is seeking·.restoration of its status as a federally recognized 
tribe. This group's termination as a federally recognized 
tribe became effective July 7, 1959 (32 F.R. No. 160, Doc. 
67-9650, Filed Aug. 17, 1967), and at this time their land 
base, a rancheria in Tehama County, was also discontinued from 
federal trust. The Paskenta Rancheria, located three miles 
southwest of the town of Paskenta in Tehama County, California, 
was established in 1920 as a home for the Paskenta Band of 
Nomlaki Indians. This Rancheria was within the traditional 
homeland of this band of Nomlaki people (alternately referred 
to in the anthropological literature and the BIA genealogical 
data [Appendix C] as Wintun, Central Wintun, Hill and River 
Wintun), thus allowing them to perpetuate many of their tradi­
tional cultural patterns. 

In the years following the Rancheria's creation the member­
ship resided intermittently both on and off the property --away 
for employment and at the Rancheria for social/cultural 
reasons. The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) terminated the 
status of the property and with, it, the status of two individ­
uals who they designated as distributees. Through the years, 
the descendants of these two distributees and their relatives, 
as well as the descendants of the original broader membership 
have remained connected to their ancestral area including the 
Rancheria property. In addition, these kinship groups and the 
socially-connected broader group have maintained their social 
and kinship relationships with each other. This historically 
derived group has been united through official organization as 
the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians (Constitution of the 
Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians, adopted December 18, 1993). 
Presented below is a summary of research findings on membership 
and socio-political interaction and continuity for the Paskenta 
Band of Nomlaki Indians. 

Membership and Kinship 

A list of the current membership of the Paskenta Band of 
Nomlaki Indians appears in Appendix B. Appendix C contains 
genealogical charts certified by the BIA Tribal Operations 
Office, Sacramento which detail the descendency of the current 
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membership. A cover sheet for each family lists current 
descendents of former residents who are known to have lived in 
the area prior to the formation of the Rancheria as well as 
subsequent to the Rancheria's establishment. Documents which 
record occupants for the years 1905-1906, 1916, 1920, 1922, 
1932 are contained in Appendix D. Documents such as those 
included here, and other census records, especially the 1928 
California Great Roll and the subsequent 1933 California Census 
Roll, as well as later rolls (1950 Roll, 1968-1972 California 
Judgement Roll), are used in the BIA certification process to 
establish descendency for California Indian peoples. Persons 
not on these rolls must establish their ascendancy with some­
times difficult to obtain documentation (e.g., birth certifi­
cates, antecedent's death certificates), hence some people 
listed in Appendices B and C have not as yet completed the 
lengthy and complicated BIA certification process, although 
they are considered members of the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki 
Indians through the Paskenta group's knowledge and recognition 
of their relationships to each other and to the former 
Rancheria membership. 

Department of the Interior agents and officials consis­
tently identified a group of people and their descendants as 
the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians in the earlier part of 
this century. The census materials contained in Appendix 0 
show continuity in identity for individuals and families from 
the 1905-1906 Kelsey census (pre-rancheria) through the 1932 
BIA census (post 1920 rancheria formation). 

Many of the descendants of distributee William Freeman, Jr. 
have been BIA certified. •willy• Freeman's parents, William 
Freeman, Sr. and Molly nann (Freeman, Franks, Freeman), and his 
siblings (children of Molly Oann), Fannie Freeman Joe [fa. 
George Freeman], Albert Franks [fa. Poncho Franke), Birdie 
Freeman Downey [fa. William Freeman) have appeared on all or 
most of the census lists (Appendix D) and many of their descen­
dants have been BIA certified as Nomlaki. The Freeman family 
is very large and complicated, and must not be construed as 
consisting solely of the descendants of William Freeman, Sr. 
and Molly Dann. 

Some of the descendants of Willy Freeman Jr.'s first 
cousins, Andrew Freeman (son of Ellen and David Freeman) and 
Joe Freeman (son of Ellen and George Freeman), have also been 
BIA certified as Nomlaki. The descendants of other first 
cousins (siblings to the above {children of Ellen], Henry 
Freeman [fa. George Freeman], Calvin Jones {fa. Jeff Jones], 
and Nickel Brown [fa. Fil Brown]), who also appear consis­
tently throughout the census documents, are eligible for mem­
bership or are members of the Paskenta Band but have not yet 
sought official BIA certification as Romlaki. 

Many of the descendants of distributee Ann Raglin have been 
BIA certified. Ann James Raglin's parents, Ellen and Bill 
James were Paskenta people, as were her husband Deck Raglin, 
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Sr., and his mother Julia. Ann and Deck's children, Deck Jr. 
and Ellen Raglin Franks, as well as Ann's mother Ellen James, 
consistently appear throughout the census material and many of 
their descendants have been B!A certified as Nomlaki. Other 
people with the Raglin surname also appear in the census 
reports (Willie and Jim). These Raglins and their descendants 
are known to be Nomlaki and are eligible for membership or are 
already members of the Paskenta Band but have not yet sought 
official BIA certification as Nomlaki. 

Some descendants of John Jordan (son of Lucy and Jordan [no 
other names provided)) and Raney Jim Jordan (daughter of Susie 
and Captain Jim) have been BIA certified as Nomlaki and are 
members of the Paskenta Band. These Jordans, including Nancy 
and John Jordan's son Frank, appear intermittently in the 
census data used for BIA certification of their descendants. 
Other Jordans who appear on the various census data are Ed 
Jordan, his wife Drusilla, their daughter Elaine, Elaine's 
children Arthur and Dean, and Elaine's grandson John Jordan. 
Other people of Nomlaki descent with the surname Jordan appear 
in the census data (Walter, Ray, John [wife is Lizzy]), and 
their descendants are either members or are eligible for mem­
bership in the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki. 

Other possible candidates for membership in the Paskenta 
Band of Nomlaki Indians, in addition to the above, would be the 
descendants of other people who are listed in the various 
census data. These would be such as descendants of Joe Brown 
(uncle of Nickel Brown), Jeff Jones, Dominic Hastings, Ben 
Ayers and daughters Maude Ayers Kirk and Evaline Ayers, Johnny 
and Nettie Carrol, Pete Mitchell, Mary Haywood, Herman Gorg 
(Geary) and family, and Jim Smith. The lack of consistency in 
recording such people through time would not be unusual in the 
early part of this century because at that time it was common 
for Indian people to reside and work on the land of local 
ranchers. Such employment would occur during harvest season, 
but in the Nomlaki area year around employment 'in residence is 
known to have existed (Theodoratus, Field Data 1980s). This 
dispersed settlement as a result of such employment might 
eliminate some persons from consistent census enumeration due 
to their absence from population clusters at the time the 
census material was gathered. 

While the above discussion of Nomlaki descent is based 
primarily on census data, much of these data have been sup­
ported by data received through interview with Nomlaki descen­
dants. All interviews included questions about antecedents and 
descendants, their occupations, living conditions, and other 
social factors which were meaningful to their lives before, 
during and after the establishment of the Paskenta Rancheria. 



Social Interaction and eontinuity 

The first account of a Native American population in what 
is now southern Tehama County was by General John Bidwell in 
1844 when he reports what he considers to be a large population 
of Indians in the area (Bidwell as cited in Justus Rogers, 
Colusa County; Its History ••• Orland, CA., 1891}. Shortly 
thereafter, non-Indian settlement began in the area and a com­
mon practice was to incorporate forced Indian labor on farms. 
The Nome Lackee Reservation, established 1854 in what is now 
southern Tehama county, confined many Nomlaki people into a 
tense living situation with other Native groups. This reserva­
tion was terminated in 1861 and much of its population was 
removed to the Round Valley (Nome Cult) Reservation. Many 
Indian people escaped from these reservations to return to 
their traditional areas where they settled in small Indian 
enclaves often on land which now belonged to non-Indians. 
Others stayed at Round Valley and family and social connections 
between the two populations remain to the present (Jerald 
Johnson and Dorothea Theodoratus, et al., Black Butte Lake 
Intensive Cultural Resources Survey, Sacramento, for the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 1984). Historical factors, such as 
forced relocation, labor, and introduced diseases during the 
19th century clearly contributed to a decline in Nomlaki popu­
lation by the 20th century. 

The Nomlaki people are generally considered to be two 
groups, Hill and River (W. Goldschmidt, Nomlaki Ethnography, 
University of California Publications in American Archaeology 
and Ethnology, 1951), and it is generally agreed that people 
from both groups lived and worked through the years after con­
tact on the land of non-Indians. In 1909, the government 
established Grindstone Rancheria where many Nomlaki (40 accord­
ing to C. E. Kelsey's 1905-1906 survey) had settled after their 
full-time employment had ended with local ranches, although 
many continued seasonal ranch work out of their Rancheria home 
base. A few Paskenta people stayed intermittently through the 
years at Grindstone as indicated through Goldschmidt's ethnog­
raphy (ibid., as well as current and earlier Field Data 
[Johnson and Theodoratus, op. cit.]). Goldschmidt's data are 
mostly obtained from Paskenta affiliated individuals, although 
his report is often associated with the Grindstone group. 
While many Paskenta people have affinial and other social con­
tact with Grindstone people, it is clear that the two popula­
tions are different Nomlaki groups, and have maintained very 
separate identities. Even today, Paskenta people, as well as 
other non-Nomlaki Indians, make a clear distinction between the 
Paskenta and Grindstone groups (Field Data). 

Paskenta people of the Hill Nomlaki group continued to 
reside within their traditional territory well into the twen­
tieth century when in 1917 the Office of Indian Affairs made 
efforts to secure a permanent home for them. Many of them were 
then residing in what has been referred to as a •squat village• 
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on an elderly Indian woman's land. As reported in a letter 
November 26, 1917, to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Cato 
Sells, from Indian Service Inspector, John J. Terrell, most of 
the land visited was considered too small and too poor •to 
support even a moderate sized Indian family" and was certainly 
not capable of supporting a group of Indians because of the 
poor quality of soils. Noting the strong attachment the 
Paskenta people had to their ancestral land and the difficulty 
this group had in securing employment within the area, thus 
demanding their travel or residence some distance away for 
employment, Terrell emphasized that the Paskenta band required 
special consideration. The Paskenta group consisted of about 
53 individuals according to a 1917 census taken by Terrell. 

In June of 1920 the Indian service recommended for purchase 
the only available lands in the area which amounted to a total 
of 260.16 acres for the homeless band of Paskenta Indians. One 
portion of the acreage was the location of the "village home• 
of some of the Paskenta people's ancestors from which, accord­
ing to Terrell, the Indians could not be induced to move from 
for any distance. This land was adjoined by lands owned by 
other Paskenta Indians, a fact verified through field interview 
(Terrell Letter, June 1, 1920, to Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs; Field Data). The land purchased included boundary 
fences, timber for domestic use, a five room residence, cellar 
with box house over it, a barn, chicken house, two wells, and 
an orchard. It was presumed that one-half of the land could be 
"dry farmed and about one-fourth irrigated either from an 
intake proposition or by pumping plant from the creek" (Assis­
tant Commissioner E. B. Merill Letter, June 11, 1920, to the 
Secretary of the Interior). Thomes Creek ran through the 
Rancheria property and bisected what was to become the living 
area. The 1920 land purchase became known as the Paskenta 
Rancheria. 

The Rancheria was established as a land base for appro~i­
mately fifty-three people who the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
believed would be able to sustain themselves on the property. 
This proved not to be the case. The agriculture potential did 
not materialize since the land proved to be much too rocky for 
farming, and irrigation was not feasible. As a result, 
seasonal employment continued to be sought away from the land 
base, particularly sheep herding, ranch work, fruit and vege­
table harvest, and wood cutting. According to Native consul­
tants (referred to as informants in early anthropological 
reports), the Paskenta people had to go out from the Rancheria 
to work, but they always came back (Field Data). 

Access to the Rancheria was via two very rocky, rough 
roads. A •short• steep road which connected with Round Valley 
Road came onto the Rancheria from the east side. This road, 
called "the rock pile" road, was a "horrible little road" •too 
rough for a model Ford" which crossed Thomes Creek providing 
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access to both sides of the Rancheria, but during winter months 
the Rancheria was inaccessible from this side due to road 
damage from the rains and the flooding of Thomes Creek. The 
road on the west side was an improved wagon road that was 
upgraded through a WPA project involving only Indians (Field 
Data). This road was less steep and rocky than the east side 
road, but was longer and used mostly in winter in order to 
travel around the rising creek waters (Field Data). This •long 
route• goes north from the Rancheria to converge with a road 
running northeast-southwest to/from the town of Paskenta. The 
western road was used most of the school year as the route to 
Paskenta for children from the Rancheria who attended school in 
town. According to consultants, access to the Rancheria was 
inadequate. 

Living conditions on the Rancheria were also deemed insuf­
ficient, with the exception of Birdie Freeman's house thought 
by some to have been built by the government, but probably 
existed on the property at the time of purchase. The other 
residents built their own houses. These structures were very 
plain without much foundation, --"just boards,• with a main 
room and two bedrooms off the main room. They had no insula­
tion and lacked kitchens and bathrooms. There were approxi­
mately six houses on the Rancheria. Sources of water consisted 
of a single well built by a Previous owner and located on 
William Freeman's "property,• a spring behind the Raglin's 
house, and water from the creek which was transported manually. 
william Freeman used portable pumps to obtain water from the 
well which he used to water his garden, and the other residents 
carried water from Thomes creek. According to consultants, 
there was no place to live on the Rancheria, and because of 
poor access in the winter time, people in many cases stayed 
wherever they were working when winter set in (Field Data). 

The number of people at the Rancheria was in constant 
fluctuation. Visitors were always welcome and regular visits 
were made by friends and relatives, particularly in the summer 
months when access was at its optimum and camping was a possi­
bility. People came to hunt, fish, and gather traditional 
foods on the property and surrounding lands, as well as to 
visit. Winter visitors usually stayed in the homes of resi­
dents. Visitors also came to the Rancheria for church meetings 
held under a brush arbor at Willie Freeman's place. 

Funerals took place on the Rancheria, beginning with a 
three day and night stay with the body at the home of the 
deceased where people would cry, eat, talk and sing at the 
"box,• which was made locally by Jeff Jones. Interment was 
away from the Rancheria at one of two cemeteries, at Mountain 
House in a one-acre plot on the Murphy Ranch, and at the Jordan 
cemetery (also called Butte Cemetery, or Thomes Creek Cemetery) 
to the southwest of the town of Paskenta, off the country road 
through private property. After the funeral, people would 
return to the home and burn the deceased's clothes and other 
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belongings, but this practice has not extended into the present 
time. A traditional Nomlaki man from Grindstone used to come 
and sing at the funerals. Today, after a funeral people often 
congregate and eat at the park in Paskenta. 

The Paskenta people also have an annual gathering every 
year at this park for all the families involved. In addition 
to the Paskenta funerals they attend, they also attend relative 
and friend funerals at other reservations and rancherias (e.g., 
Round Valley, Grindstone, Colusa) and towns throughout the 
Sacramento valley. 

A Nomlaki Indian cemetery containing three or four inter­
ments, all with known identity, was once located on a local 
ranch which had employed Indian people. This cemetery was, in 
recent years, moved to the Mountain House Cemetery. During the 
1980s, two large (240+ individuals) prehistoric cemeteries 
disturbed by stream action at Black Butte Lake were exhumed by 
California State University, Sacramento, for the U. s. Army 
Corps of Engineers at the request of the Nomlaki people and 
reinterred at the Mountain House cemetery with the permission 
of the Paskenta people and under the direction of Grindstone 
Rancheria Cultural Committee members (Theodoratus, Field Data 
1980s). 

Both the Mountain House and Jordan cemeteries continue to 
be used today. In the 1970s, a fence was built around the 
Mountain House cemetery, and a culvert pipe put in under the 
road to facilitate drainage and access. A shed was added in 
1988 through contributions of several families, and in 1993 the 
Paskenta people painted the bathroom and planted a tree at the 
site. Much of this group work was financed by the Paskenta 
volleyball team which gave all their proceeds to the cemetery 
fund. 

The Paskenta people •clean• these cemeteries annually. At 
this event, people generally enjoy their time talking about the 
old people and those interred at the location. Some consul­
tants did not distinguish between the two cemeteries regarding 
who would be interred at which cemetery, while others believed 
the cemetery west of the town to be where people •more con­
nected with Paskenta• are buried. Still others connected the 
"Jordan Cemetery• to the Raglins, Simmons, and Jordana, while 
the Mountain House Cemetery is for people like the Freemans, 
Dominic Hastings, and Calvin Jones. 

Traditional Indian doctoring figured prominently in 
Paskenta life during the Rancheria's existence. Andrew Freeman 
was known as a Indian dream doctor who could see things that 
were going to happen. Another rancheria man was reputed to be 
a poison doctor and people were very careful of him. Another 
man used a "shaman spring• on or very near the Rancheria for 
spiritual assistance. Three people from Paskenta regularly 
participated in the traditional religious dances held at the 
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Grindstone Rancheria. One consultant remembers traditional 
dancers from Paskenta coming to Round Valley to dance. 
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The Pentecostal religions became a part of Paskenta spiri­
tual life through the preaching of Willie Freeman, who learned 
this religion from an Indian man from Montgomery Creek. Many 
people from the Rancheria joined this religion through Willie 
who had become a preacher. The church had fellowship meetings 
at Grindstone, Redding, Paskenta (town), Susanville, Green­
ville, Anderson, and Gerber and many Paskenta Rancheria people 
participated. This religion continues to be a focal point for 
fellowship among some Paskenta people. 

Sports is another activity which has brought Paskenta 
people together today, as well as in the past, and has served 
as a means of raising funds for other purposes, e.g., cemetery 
maintenance. In the 1950s, Paskenta people formed a competi­
tive baseball team with the Colusa Rancheria which played 
throughout northern California. In the 1970s, they played 
basketball with Colusa in tournaments at Chico, Covelo and Fall 
River. In the 1990s Paskenta people participated in a two-day 
volleyball tournament with Grindstone and Lake County Indian 
groups. They also have a •stick Game• team for individuals 
over the age of 18. They host games and also compete at 
Grindstone, Grinding Rock and Tuolumne. 

Today many older people understand some of their language 
but are not fluent in Nomlaki. One member has a tape of his 
grandfather speaking the language, much of which he under­
stands. Words for places, foods, and greetings are commonly 
known, but full conversation is not possible. This is pri­
marily because California Indian people were forbidden to speak 
their Native languages in the government schools they attended, 
As a result Nomlaki elders discouraged their children from 
speaking Nomlaki. Thus, there were few opportunities to learn 
conversational Nomlaki because of parental decisions as well as 
the post-contact scattered living situation of the Romlaki 
people, as discussed elsewhere in this report (Field Data). 

Many people distinguish themselves as Paskenta wherever 
they live --Paskenta (town), Covelo, Gerber, Williams, Colusa, 
corning, Elk Creek, Williams, Red Bluff, or other places (see 
Appendix B, M~rship). Regardless of location, interaction 
among individuals and involvement in group activities have 
always been an important aspect of social cohesiveness and 
continuity for the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians. These 
interactions extend beyond the social realm and overlap with 
activities of a political nature. 

Political Interaction an4 Continuitr 

During pre-contact and early contact times the basic 
Nomlaki political unit was the autonomous village led by a 
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headman or chief. Village si~e ranged from 25 to 200 persons 
and each village was composed of families. Kinship affiliation 
was an important part of village composition. The chief's 
position was semi-hereditary, transmitted through the male 
line, with approval by male village members, who sought a 
friendly person who spoke well and was fair with others. The 
Nomlaki had a strong village identity, one aspect of which was 
village land ownership and use (Goldschmidt, op. cit., p. 343; 
Johnson and Theodoratus, op. cit., p. 87; A. L. Kroeber, 
Handbook of the Indians of California, Bureau of American 
Ethnology, Washington, 1925, p. 356). 

The pre-contact type of socio-political organization is 
apparent during post-contact times for the Paskenta people as 
well. Village identity remains strong and politically autono­
mous. Family units have remained strong and distinctly 
Paskenta {see Appendices 8 and C). Political leadership has 
followed the traditional semi-hereditary pattern by concensus. 
For example, Kroeber names the grandfather of Dominic Hastings 
as an early post-contact captain (political leader) who pos­
sessed all the qualities of leadership (The Patwin and Their 
Neighbors, University of California Publications in American 
Archaeology and Ethnology, 1932, Vol. 29, No. 4, p. 355). 
According to Goldschmidt (op. cit., p. 325), Dominic's father 
was not accorded this status, although Dominic was also con­
sidered to be a chieftain, even though he did not exhibit all 
of the qualities necessary for the position. Dominic Hastings, 
who appears first in the 1905-1906 census, was purported to be 
in his 90s in 1916. The census data reveal only one progeny, a 
daughter, who would not qualify to inherit this position. 

Another well known leader mentioned by Goldschmidt (op. 
cit., p. 325) is Captain Jim who appears on the BIA certifica­
tions as the father of Nancy Jim Jordan (the only progeny 
listed). Captain Jim died about 1898, and according to 
Goldschmidt a number of Nomlaki have been selected to serve in 
this position since that time. 

Consultants remember Billy Freeman, Sr. (born 1858) as a 
Captain, who was followed by his son, William Freeman, Jr. 
discussed below. After William Freeman, Jr., and through the 
encouragement of his uncles, this position passed to William's 
cousin, Everett Freeman, who currently is recognized as the 
group's leader by consensus. Leadership among the Paskenta 
people appears to have been passed through traditional means 
down to the present time (Field Data). 

The leadership activities for William Freeman, Jr. are well 
remembered by people consulted during this research. A major 
portion of his activities were related to securing employment 
for Indian people in Tehama county and the surrounding counties 
of Glenn and Mendocino, as well as for local non-Indian people. 
He is known for establishing a system of contract work involv­
ing food harvest (e.g., peaches, apricots, olives, tomatoes, 
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walnuts, prunes). Work was sometimes available on local 
ranches, but this employment did not serve everyone. Others 
left the area to do contract work for Willie, who was known as 
a "big contractor.• He would build a camp for people where 
they could stay during a specific harvest time. The people of 
Paskenta were a part of this harvest cycle, which kept them 
regularly employed away from the Rancheria property where job 
opportunities were more readily available to them. Much of the 
contract work was in northcentral California (e.g., Corning, 
Flournoy, Woodland) which allowed people to return home if 
necessary. Willy Freeman is fondly remembered for his contri­
butions in the area of employment (Field Data). He was also in 
this leadership position when the government recognized the 
Paskenta group's existence as a historical band of Indians 
occupying a clearly defined territory and exercising ~radi­
tional decision-making by consensus through a headman. The 
government conducted an election under the Indian Reorganiza­
tion Act (IRA) on June 10, 1935. The decision to accept the 
IRA was determined by a vote of 17 to 0 with a voting popula­
tion of 26. 

William Freeman is also known to be "the one who •sold' the 
Paskenta Rancheria.• Due to poor access to the Rancheria, the 
rocky soil conditions which made farming difficult if not 
impossible, and the lack of employment in the immediate vicin­
ity, the number of year-round Rancheria residents was in steady 
decline. According to "A Plan for the Distribution of the 
Assets of the Paskenta Rancheria According to the Provisions of 
Public Law 85-671, Enacted by the 85th Congress, August 18, 
1958," 

. . • the place is not large enough to support a sin­
gle economic unit. At one time it was utilized for 
home-sites by landless Indians during the winter 
months when they could not find jobs outside. About 
25 Indians lived here during the winters of the 1920's 
and early 1930's, but the place was so isolated and 
access roads so bad that the number had dwindled to 
the William Freeman and Deck Raglin families by 1940. 
It is generally understood that these two families are 
the only assignees of the Paskenta Rancheria. 

The government determined that the heads of these two 
families should be the sole participants (distributees) in the 
distribution of the assets of the Rancheria. The notification 
of the proposed plan for termination was posted in the Paskenta 
post office, mailed to the two distributee&, posted on the 
Rancheria, and mailed to any persons who believed themselves to 
have an interest in the plan and who had contacted the Sacra­
mento Area Office. People from families who had homes on the 
Rancheria, but who no longer consistently resided there due to 
lack of accessibility and work, were not contacted or involved 
in the termination process. Most of the Rancheria membership 
was away at work during this time and thus many were unaware of 
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the government's intentions. Consultants recall that there 
were protests to the BIA Office in Sacramento, but these objec­
tions to the plan were denied as follows: 

• • • The lands at Paskenta have been used by Indians 
with the approval of the officials of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs stationed in California. In preparing 
the plan, the Bureau officials and the Indian users 
decided that in order to participate in the distribu­
tion, and [sic.] Indian must have had a recognized 
assignment in and subsequent to 1940. There are only 
two such recognized assignments: the one of William 
Freeman, Jr., and the other of Mrs. Ann Raglin. Since 
you do not have a recognized assignment, your appeal 
must be denied. [Letter to Mrs. Birdie Freeman, July 
10, 1959, from Assistant Secretary of the Interior] 

The assignment of Rancheria lands prior to 1940 is not part of 
Rancheria history, yet formed the basis for the government's 
decision denying the appeals. The Rancheria was terminated on 
July 7, 1959, and the government proceeded with the distri­
bution plan. 

The Paskenta people remained organized and under the 
leadership of Everett Freeman who is currently recognized in 
this role not only by the Paskenta membership, but by county 
officials, the school system, and by leaders of other Central 
California Indian groups. Recently, under Everett's leader­
ship, and in association with other family members, the descen­
dants of the Paskenta people for whom the original purchase of 
the Rancheria lands was made, have officially organized under 
the Constitution of the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians, 
adopted on December 18, 1993 and included as Appendix A. 

S~acy 

The Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians associated with the 
former federally recognized Paskenta Rancheria has remained 
connected through kinship ties and socio-political organization 
since termination. This community is recognized socially and 
politically as a distinct entity internally and by outside 
Indian and non-Indian groups, organizations, and agencies. 
This recognition has endured through time as a distinctive com­
ponent throughout the documented history of the Paskenta Band 
of Nomlaki Indians. 

lField work was conducted during 1993-1994 through interviews 
with members of the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians, as well 
as observation of community activities, and document research. 
Information from interviews and observations is referred to in 
this document as •Field Data.• Field data obtained by D. 
Theodoratus in the 1980s is included and is distinguished from 
the 1993-1994 field data by date. 
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APPENDIX A 

Constitution of the Paskenta Band 

of Nomlaki Indians 

Adopted December 18, 1993 
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CONSTITUTION 

of the 

PASKENTA BAND Of NOMLAKI INDIANS 

PREAMBLE 

We, the people of the Paskenta Band ~JN(),r:nlaki Indians, hereinafter referred 
to as the 'Band," in order to establish a triBal government through which we may 
effectively exercise our inherent sovereign powers and privileges, and preserve and 
maintain our unique cultural and ethnic heritage, do hereby ordain and establish this 
Constitution. This Constitution shall serve as an interim governing document until 
such time as the Band's status as a self-gover.ning tribe is formally re<ognized by the 
United States government and a new constitution is adopted at a special election 
called by the Secretary of the Interior. 

ARTICLE 1: TERRITORY 

The territorial jurisdiction of the Band shall extend to all lands as to whkh the 
Band hereafter may acquire legal or beneficial title. 

ARTKLE II: MEMBERSHIP 

(b) 
official or u 
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membership pursuant to the adoption provisions of an ordinance enacted under 
Section {3) of this Article. 

Section 2. 

Any p<:rson who is officially enrolled with or has received an assignment or 
allotment of !and on the reservation of another federally-recognized tribe shall not 
be eligible for membership in the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians; provided tllat 

(a) interests in tribally assigned or individually allotted land acquired by gift, 
devise or inheritance shall not be considered grounds for ineligibility; and 

(b) if a person who is officialfy enrolled with another federally-recognized 
tribes executes a Notice of Intention to Relinquish Membership vn a form approved 
by the Band, and is otherwise qualified for membership in the Band, he/slle sllall be 
deemed a member of the Band until such ti1oe as the Band is officially recognized 
by the United States government. Upon such recognition, such rnember shall not be 
offkia lly enrolled with the Band until he/she !las ex•'Cuted a written relinquishment 
of his/her rnernber>hip in any other federally JecOyni,ed tribe. 

Sedion 3. 

The Tribal Council shall have the power to adopt ordinances, consistent with 
this Comtitution, yovernir,g future rn~,nbe1ship, I•;SS of rnernbership, adoption of 
rnembc:rs into the Band and the preparation and maintenance of a tribal rnembership 
roll. 

ARTICLE Ill: GOVERNING BODY 
' 

;i(:<..tlon 1. 

The go·Nrning body of d·~ Band shall be the Tribal Council, which shall consist 
of flve (5) tlil:al rn~rnbers elected from the Gen.:. a! Council. The Tribal Council ~hall 
consist of a <:h.,irpcrson, vke-chair~rson, secMary·trmsurer, a•ld two (2) members, 
each elected in an d:xtion h::ld in accord<u".e "Nith this Consiiiution. ;: 

The Gent.:ral Council ;!':ail ( •nc,ist .;(an iJ•(·If1bcrs of the B.;nd Nho .~re ciyht~Qn 
(18) yem's of age or older. The General Council shall exercise: it.s pbwersJhrough 
election of officers, reftirc·ndurn, 'nitiative, aonendment and su<:~"t•therpowers ::Is rnay 
be reserved to it. by. this ,-0nstitution. : ' · 



239 

ARTICLE IV: ELEOIONS 

Section 1. 

The fir~t election under this Constitution shalf be held within sixty (60) days 
after the date on which this Constitution is adopted. At that election, the 
Chairperson, Secretary-Treasurer and one (1) Council member shall be elected to two 
(2) year terms while the Vice-Chairperson and one {I) Council member shall be 
elected to one (1) year terms. Thereafter, all terms of office shalf be for two (2) years 
and elections shall be held annually on a staggered basis. 

Section 2. 

Any enrolled member of the Band who is at least eighteen (18) years of age 
at the time of the election shall be eligible to vote. Any eligible voter of the Band 
who has not been convicted of a felony and who resides in Tehama, Glenn or Colusa 
Counties shall be eligible to hold office. 

Se<tion 3. 

Any eligible voter of the General Council may announce his/her candidacy for 
tribal office or membership on the Tribal Council no later than 30 days prior to an 
election. The list of candidates shall be announced publicly in the regular Tribal 
Council meeting immediately preceding the election and shall further be posted that 
same day at the tribal office or such other place or places designated by the General 
Council in an election ordinance. If no person has announced his/her candidacy for 
a particular office prior to theTribal Council meeting immediately preceding the 
election, nomination, lllaY be made. from the floor at said ~eting. In the event that 
no candidate is nomi11ated.f?r.a particular office, the incuJ!Ibent shall continue to· 
serve therein untU the next f:Tfcilon. If there isno incumbent, the Tribal ChairpersonJ·. 
shall have the P(,W~er to,~ppgint ~n eligible. voter from the Bafld's r,nembership t9~ 
such vacant office. !(,the yacapt office is that of Tribal Chairperson, the Vice: ' 
Chah person shall .serye as Ch~!rr~~;:rson until the election. of a successor. 

Section 4. 
A:-'·:·· .i_::\:· .. 

The candidate r~ceiving 'the highest number of votes for a· particular 
shall be elected to \hat offke ... ·· ,· · 

~·· ~':, ·:-~· . ' 
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Section 5. 

Within thirty (30} days following the approval of this Constitution, the General 
Council shall elect an Elections Board and enact an election ordinance presuibing 
procedures for fair elections, absentee balloting, settlement of election disputes, 
handling of petitions and the conduct of referendum, initiative and recall elections. 
All elections shall be conducted by secret ballot. 

Section 6. 

All elections shall be supervised and conducted by an Elections Board 
composed of five members of the Band who are 18 years of age or older and who 
reside within Tehama, Glenn or Colusa Counties, or on the Paskenta Rancheria; 
provided, however, that no member of the Elections Board shall be at the same time 
a member of the Tribal Council or a candidate for any other tribal office. The initial 
terms of office for the three members of the Elections Board who receive the highest 
votes shall expire two years after the first annual General Council meeting following 
the Board members' election. The initial term of office for the remaining two Board 
members would expire one year after the first annual General Council meeting 
following the rernaining Board members' elections. After the terms of the initial 
members of the Ekctions Board have expired, the terms of office of all Board 
members sh.:JII be three years. At the first General Council rneeting following the 
adoption of this Constitution and at any annual General Council meeting thereafter, 
the General Council shall elect the mernbNs of the Elections Board. The Secretary 
of the Tribal Council shall update the tribal roll and provide the Elections Board with 
a current and accurate roll within 48 hours of receipt of a written request to do so 
signed by the Chairperson of the Elections Board. The Board shall maintain a current 
voter registration list for use in all tribal elections. Said voter registration list shall 
be available for inspection and copying upon receipt of a fee not to exceed 25 cents 
pe~.copy by all tribal members, •··~ , . 

1\kfiCLE V: VAG'\i>ICIES, R~;'jOVAL AND !Uf~~L 
:· . .,' 

If a member of the Tribal Council dies or resigns or is abs~nt from three (3} 
consecutive regulor Tribal Council meetings in any t\·.·elve {12) rn:Ontl) period, the 
Tribal COL'r1Cil shall dec!.:~n the position v.)cant. If a member ofthe~Tribal Council 
sh;lll be wn. :cted by a court of comp<:!ent jurisdiction of a uime l;)(riJOral turpitude·· 
while in.pffic~! i;)r if1a .rriba~.;S:our.dl ~tpber Js. ~etermif1~~.;~s~g·)lpPl'l;a,~; 
'preponderaf!C~, of.th~_~vtdence,Mdl!c~d. ;jlt"a. d~ly ~t1ced !T)ee~~!l9 ~~~~~Q ,t~~ 
member is gl~.~~'~' fa1r~nd r~~~~~~~ ~~~rtumtyl~,be liear~.t~,h~v~~f~\:"~1~.)';' 
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acts which are contrary to the best interests of the Band or otherwise to have abused 
the powers or privileges of his/her office, the Tribal Council may declare the position 
vacant by a vote of a majority of the members of the Tribal Council then in office, 
not including the member whme position is the subject of the vote. If fewer than 
twelve (12) months remain of the officer's term, the Tribal Council shall, by a 
majority vote, fill the vacancy by appointing an· eligible voter from among the 
Band's membership to serve the remainder of the term. A special election shall be 
called to fill vacated pmitions when more than twelve (12) months remain on an 
unexpired term. 

Section 2. Recall. 

Upon receipf~f a petition signed by at least forty (40) percent of the eligible 
voters of the Band setting forth specific reasons for recalling any member(s) of the 
Tribal Council and demanding the recall of any member(s) of the Tribal Council, the 
Election Board shall call a special election on the question of the recall within thirty 
(30) days from the date of the filing of the valid petition with the Board. The 
election shall be held in the manner prescribed in the Tribe's election ordinance 
adopted in accordance with Article IV, Section 5, of this Constitution. The deci~ion 
of a majority of the voters voting in the recall election shall be final, provided that 
at least thirty (30) percent of the eligible voters voted in the election. Should the 
Election Board fail to <:all an election within thirty days, the position shall be declared 
vacant and filled in accordance with Article V, Section 1; and the Election Board may 
be removed by the General Council for failure to comply with the provisions of this 
Constitution. If removal occurs, the General Council shall appoint new Board 
members to serve the remainder of the recalled Board members' terms. No recall 
election shall beheld to recall any member(s) ofthe Council on the same grounds 
or for the same reasons that were rejected by the voters within the twelve-month 
period preceding the submission of the rx;:tition therefor. 

:~??.'' .) >J 

Aihct.e VI: . POWJ.:RS AND DUTIEs 
OF :n1E TRIBAL <OUNCIL . 

Section 1. Enumer~te(f r<)W~rs •. 
/_j 

The Tribal CounCil shall exercise the following powers and respOnsibiHtle~ 
subject only to those lifl\itations imposed by this Constitution and app!ka,ble f<;d<:ral 
law: · . 

(a) ro·;,J·'·'' ~contracts~~ cQnclu~~Le~~ts with'FM~rar; S~te, I~ I 
and Triba.l gov~rl,'l ... tS. pri\t~~e·entiti~ a"'di~djy,i~~!s''.oi) ~lj§1,;9f)~~)t,~na/'~ 
consult w1th the Depa11:rf!ent of the lnter1or on all ,acttv1t1es of t~E\.Q~partrn~JJl~fil~b 
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might affect the Band or the Paskenta Indian Reservation or Rancheria; and to advise 
the Secretary of the Interior and other federal officials on all federal projects for the 
benefit of the Band or the Reservation/Rancheria. 

(b) To promote the health, education and general welfare of the members 
of the Band and to administer charity and such other services as may contribute to 
the social and economic advancement of the Band and its members. 

(c) To encourage and foster arts, crafts, traditions and culture of the Band. 

(d) To promulgate and enforce resolutions and ordinances providing for the 
manner of making, holding and revoking assignments of the lands qn the ~ask.en~. 
Reservation/Rancheria, providing for the levying of taxes and · fees and the 
appropriation of available Band funds for public and other lawful purposes; 
providing for the licensing of business a!Td other activities by any and all persons 
subject to the Band's jurisdiction; for the exdusion of persons from .Band lands; and 
on such other subjects as the activity of the Band may require Vlat are not 
inconsistent with this Constitution. 

(e) To borrow money and provide for the repayment thereof, manage all 
economic affairs and enterprises, ueate Tribally-owned and/or chartered corporations 
or other business entities and employ and discharge Tribal employees. 

(~ To initiate, a1 ·prove or reject any acquisition, disposition, lease, 
encumbrance or condemnation of tribal lands or property; to pledge newly­
purchased lands as security for loans on such lands; to manage, protect and preserye 
all lands, minerals, wildlife and other natural resources of the Band; and to ini~iate 
and administer land development projects for the Band on tribal Jan~. · 1 : h '' · 

(g) To create and mai11tain a .reasonable tribal fund: for 
expenses of the Band and to provide for remuneration for Tribal C c 

and tribal officials as may be required; to administer any.funds 91' pr 
the control of the Band for the benefit of the Band und its meinbe 
employees; and to .allocate tribal funds as loans or grants and to 
property and other assets to tribal orgar')izations for such use ~s t~ 
may determine to be appropriate. · ·,.:-::-· 

·.- ·,·> .:-. ~--:..: 

(h) To choose and employ legal counsel ancVor other COf.1suiViflts. ill'l<j 
representativts and to fix fees for such counsel, co~sultt~nts, and/orr~wesen,tptiy~(~},J 

b
sub;,·ect to the approval of the Secr~tary of the lmenor or.?L~er,?.~!~~~~ ·)~:~~9lJt:'~ 
yaw. 



243 

(i) To initiate such administrative proceedings and/or legal action on behalf 
of the Band as may be necessary to protect the interests of the Band and its 
members, 

(j) To form or join tribal courts/consortla!indian organizations now existing 
or yet to be formed for the purpose of exercising the Band's civil and criminal 
jurisdiction and prote<ting the rights and interests of the Band's members under the 
Indian Child Welfare Act, 25 U.S.C 1918. 

(k) To create and regulate subordinate organizations; and to delegate to 
such organizations, or to any subordinate boards or officials of the Band any of the 
foregoing powers, reserving the right to review and rescind any action taken under 
such delegation. 

(I) To preserve, protect and uphold the Constitution of the Band. 

Section 2. General Powers. 

The Tribal Council shall have all of the appropriate powers necessary to 
implement specific provisions of this Constitution and to effectively govern the affairs 
of the Band. All other powers heretofore vested in the Band and not specifically 
referred to in this Constitution, inducting the waiver of the Band's sovereign 
immunity to unconsented suit, are reserved to the General Council, and may be 
exercised through initiative, referendum or appropriate amendment to this 
Constitution. 

ARTICLE VII: MEETINGS 

Section 1. Tribal C<!uncil Meetings., 

(a) R·~gular M.:.:ctl.1gs., Regular meeth)gs of thei~i!Jal council sfiaiJ ,be held 
on the first Saturday of_each month at a place and time pesignated by the Tribal 
Council or at such other times as the .Tribal Council sha.ll provide oy i'es()lution, 
provided, howe~er, that once th~ Ban.d ilcq.ufr~s tr)bal twst !~nd iilld a 9uHd,l.n~.9n' 
tts trust land swlJble.to hold Tro.J31 Couno! meetmgs, aU Tnbal Cc!..mctl. mi:ettngs 
shall be held on the Band's trust land. Within 30 days from enadinent of this' 
Comlitution the Tribal Council shall enact an ordinance r>tablishing rules of 
procedure for condycting Tribal Council meetings. The ordinance shall provide that 
all council meetings shall be. opt;:n to trib.tl members. except those H.eriJS t~at are 
designated by the S~I)Cil .in t9~,.-.or~!!liii1Ce as, ~ir,ij'~~ · .~Ut\V~ 
session. The ordinant:~ shall also.specity when a Coundline . . fie'd frO:in 
participating or votir~g'"'?n issues becauie of a conflict'9f i]h. r,es ·. · '· 
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(b) Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Tribal Council may be called 
by the Chairperson at his/her discretion, and shall be called by the Chairperson upon 
receipt of a petition signed br three (3) Council members, provided the reason for 
the meeting is stated in the petition. Upon refusal of the Chairperson to call a 
special me.~ting, the petitioners may proceed to call and conduct the special meeting 
providf'a ,hat a quorum is present. Twenty-four (24) hours' written or verbal notice 
shall 0e given of each special meeting. 

(c} Quorum. No business shall be transacted at any meeting of the Tribal 
Council unless a quorum is present. A quorum of the Tribal Council shall consist of 
three (3) members. 

(d) Order of Business. The order of biisiness at.special meetings snail be 
as stated in the notice or petition by which the meeting is caHed. The order of 
business at regular meetings shall be as follows: 

A. Call to order; 
B. Roll call; 
C. Reading, correction and/or approval of minutes 

of previous meeting; 
D. Consent calendar; 
E. Public hearings; 
F. Petitions, communications and appeals; 
G. Unfinished business; 
H. Staff recommendations; 
I. Officers' and Committ~e reports; 
J. New business; 
K. Executive session; 
l. Adj~rnment~ _ . .. . · ·} 

Section2. C.:nerc;l~iuncilr,li~tln~s:)~j . : .. ':;;. , .. ' ..... ·· 
.· -· · ; .. ___ .: ~~: ;- .:· · ~~r ·: -:f·. -,.~~-~~~--: - :·-,:;:-_: ·.-{-~ .--._ ~ - -- --,~~- : :::: -~-~-},··:.:~~;:~~-:: 

.(a) Annual r.!~t!n'.. s .• ~e Gef\eral Council s~~ll.,meet at lefst <'iDT)ual!y oil 
the thtrd Saturday of Apnl, begtnmng at 10;,00 a.m., at a place·(/es1gnuted by. the 
Tribal Council upon thlrty (30) days writte:n.:l)otic~ to .all adult Band ·me,roQ.ers. ·. · · 

----·~- :.~.--:2-<- ·.. - -~~: ,,_:·:·~·, --_-Fl{:\.t- ;: .... -;. -- --- ::-· _-- -~:-.1· r:~:~ 

(b} Special Meetings .. A speci·'ll meeting of the G~nerill Coundl'may be 
called by the Chairperson of the Tribal Ce~ndl or shall be C·>lled by the (h.:'lir~rs~n 
upon receipt of a valid petition sig,:::!d by at least 25% of the qua lined yo •'rs of,the 
Band, for the purpose 9(Lringing s~k.l ~usinek or issu~.:s to,th:: Geiier.,l Co~ neil 
for discu~sion pr. e,n~~~ni .. AsP_ec}a.l.li}~ting :mfr,~.~eld,§":JY t )~n · :J;~~.; 
days'. wntten. ~q~tc.e ~?-~lltad~lttr~ol).<)l ~!Jl~.rs •. ,etovl~dt~~ e~r .· for.~.i 
meetmg be stated m s,uch not1ce and ~~h quorum be pre· r.!flk H,l.lpon V: ... ·t•ont 
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of the petition by the Secretary, the Chairperson does not call and give notice of the 
meeting within seven (7) days after validation, the next highest ranking officer shall 
exercise such authority, and upon failure of any of the Tribal Council to call and give 
notice of the special meeting, the petitioner spokesperson shall proceed to call, give 
notice of and conduct the special meeting; provided that a quorum be present. A 
special meeting of the General Council shall not be canceled after the seven-day 
notice is given. In any special meeting the General Council shall have the same 
power to transact business as in a rer;ular meeting, including but not limited to 
removing any Council member from office and declaring their position vacant for 
failing to perform any of their duties required under this Constitution. 

(c) Quorum. No busin~s~ s~all be transacted at pny O)eeting of the General 
Council unless a quorum is present. ' A quoru·m of the General Council shall consist 
of thirty per cent (30%) of its members, provided that once a quorum has been 
established the General Council can continue to transact business so long as at least 
20% of the members thereof are in attendance at the meeting. A quorum shall be 
required for the election of tribal officers. 

ARTICLE VIII: DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1. Tribal Chairperson. 

The Chairperson of the Band also shall serve as the Chai(person of the Tribal 
Council, and shall preside at all meetings of said Council and of the General Council. 
The Choirperson sh,all execute on ~half of the ~and aU contracts, leases_'or other 
documents approved by the Tri.!>al Cotincil or the ~~era! Council. . · ·' 

i~,;~ ~.-<--~'~·>. ,.,:; J.~~:: •y' ; • '-: • • _- _•' . :~:_· . .-o~ .. t ·.:'--' •- ·, •' •, , • • '\~-~'1':,;.: • -- < 

The Chair~~c)j(!~haU· have : 9'~~ral supervist9n 'of all other: ~riba(offi~ers, . 
employees and C()rrJ[!'/~:¥~ ~f. ~e ~-a~d.::~nd shall se.e th~( ~h.eir duti~-,~r~' Rroi>e~ly 
performed. Between: ksstons of.the Jnbal Counctl, he/she shall be t~e offioal 
repres<:ntative oft~~· s,\"1·'··: ,:!'-P~'it·;;[- :· ;,: -:.:\_•· " ·: i' ··;·~ .}_~:t·; · · · 

The Chaiq~erson shall W(!pa,r~. and capse to b~ J?O~te.J~t~t least. thr~ I?P~Iic , 
places at l,east thtrty_pO) d"Y~. Ifof.pre Cl ,(j~ncral Cou(lql ropettryg, ~n agend.)Jor the · 
meeting. The items· on thf ,agen~a _shall include, bu~ not be ihnited') tv: .'(1)' · 
pi CSent(ltk.n of the B.:.ncl's ~hf)Lial audit for all tribal enterprises by tliP.' 6.ind's 
acccuntantand/or bookkc ·'~~r/firv'J~.i~loffker; (2) a wrLtt9} report prc, sent~d ~y the 
Secretary-Treasurer ()f t,he fnbal f9lfnctl: (a) on the. fin!}nces:of.the tribal governrnenf 
and (b) . l.is.~in~ theJl~~,i!les of ~~~,}~~sons_ ~-~~oJted ~I~nr?l!(!~. 0:~. ~h,o re)jnq~js~~d 

~>~~~7::~- .~~~~·~~~~~~~!~{~r · .. ,;,···- .:1~~~t;a~~-~~~~;\~hr.· 
Councrl d~""? the_ f~~J .. ~~~r.\~~ . .'"!P~'-~tely ;)r~edntgJ~~- riK-:otihg~!th'a s!iot( ... 
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summary explaining each law; (4) a written report presented by the Vice-Chairperson 
of the Band on the status of all tribal land leases, including but not limited to, the 
amount, if any, of all lease payments paid to the tribal governrnent for each lease. 

Section 2. Vice-Chairperson. 

The Vice-Chairperson of the Band shall serve as the Vice-Chairperson of the 
Tribal Council, and otherwise shall assist the Chairperson when called upon to do so. 
In the absence or incapacity of the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson shall preside 
over meetings of the Tribal Council and/or the General Council, and in that capacity 
shall be entitled to exercise all of the powers and be obligated to discharge all of the 
responsibilities of the .Tribal. Chairperson. . , . 

Section 3. Secretary-Treasurer. 

The Secretary-Treasurer of the Band shall serve as the Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Tribal Council. He/she shall keep and file all Tribal correspondence, shall make 
and transcribe a complete and accurate record of all matters transacted at meetings 
of the Tribal Council and/or the General Council and shall uttest to the accuracy of 
all ordinances, resolutions or other enactments by the Tribal Council or the General 
Council. In the absence or incapacity of both the Chairperson and the Vice­
Chairperson, the Secretary· Treasurer shall preside over meetings of the Tribal Council 
and/or the General Council, and otherwise shall serve as acting Chairperson until the 
Chairperson or the Vice-Chairperson again is able to exercise the powers and respon­
sibilities of that office. The Secretary-Treasurer shall accept, receive, receipt for, 
preserve and safeguan;l all funds in the custOdy of the Rand and/or the Tribal 
Council, and shall accou'nt therefor. All such funds sh<JII be deposited in such bank(s) 
or other repository as'rfli3y· be d.irected by th~ Tribal Council, and shall not be paid 
out or disbursed excepfup(>n proper authorization by the,vote of a majority ofthe 
inci.m1bent members-qf the Jri!>a( Council. Aifchecks drawn, on the account(s)of~he 
8andcshall t.e sigoe<f..by ~~e .~~cretary~T~e~~urer ~nd th_e Chairperson; V)e ,Vice· 
Chairperson fl1a'(_.~lgn·pr,operl)'~':'thorize,dc~ec~Jn the ab~.ence of the Chil irp>mon. 
The books of account and other records mamtamed by the Secret-lry-Tr~asurer shall 
be audited,,at!east once' ~r y~ar by a· !=Om~!ent auditor,' The ~;:crc tary:Treas~rer 
shall be bonded ~t the expen<e of the Band. · ·. · , ·· r·\:.::. :~?"':. ~~ : ....... <~~·-' · . : ~ ;·,~· ... ~ ., ... . 
'SP.ctbn 4. Appoint.-:d ornci!rs: 

The dut.ies of all appoi6ted 'offil=ers or cprnmittees shall be de-: rly d<!fined by 
the Tribal. ~I?~QC.iJ.whe~,,~IJd;in ,t~$ ~nactmet;t ~,~hi~~ sy~;~ ~f}1c~rs "' e <lPP?intl!d~ .• 
S~ch office~ ancl(()r_J!)!.f'.!!'ttt~~ ~hall , ~~~r,t :21:\)!Je•r,. a~~Y!~'~$. ~and deCJSI,9n~ . as "' 
d1r~ted byth~ 1ppal ~qU)l,c_JI, af1CI.,sucli.act.'o2s :a]d_,~~~lpns sh.~ll ,be s•,bj~~.J?.ihe ···•.• 
rev1e~ and ,aJl.~~~~l,of,theJr,!Jla. l Couo.<=it ,., · . · , · . , : . •. .. .. ·.· ·, 

~·!0 .~w .. . 
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Section 5. Oath of Office. 

Each officer of the Band elected or appointed under this Constitution or any 
resolution or ordinance enacted pursuant thereto shall take an oath of office before 
assuming the duties thereof, by which oath he/she shall pledge to support and 
defend the Constitution of the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians. The oath shall be 
as follows: 

I,- -----------' do solemnly swear that I 
will support and defend the Constitution of the Paskenta 
Band of Nomlaki Indians; that I faithfully and impartially 
will carry .SJut the duties of, my office to the best of my 
abilities; tliat I will cooperate with, promote and protect 
the best interests of the Band and its members, in 
accordance with this Constitution. 

Section 6. Attendance at G~neral Council Meetings. 

All members of the Tribal Council shall attend all General Council meetings 
and report on those items provided by Section 1 of this article. Failure of any 
Council member to attend a General Council meeting, except for illness, the death 
of a member of the Tribal Council member's immediate hmily (i.e., spouse, 
grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts, siblings, first cousins, children or grandchildren) 
or the serious illness of a Council rc.ernber's immediate furnily, shall be grounds for 
immediate removal. The removal of a Council member under this section shall be 
decided by a majority yote of the members of the Gen<·ral Council in attendance, 
provided that the quorum requirements of Article Vll(2)(c) are met. .. · 

' ' . ~ I 

AR!I;$LE IX: REHRENl,>UM AND INITIATIVE 
-,; :.-;.: 

; s·~~tion 1. ' ~~f~r~~·.;a·um . i .. ·. 

. ' -; . ~: ·)j~:} ··> .'. -: .. '· ... _ .. -· .. _. --: ·. ···: ~ .. " .. ,, ._ f·:,·-·.·t· ' 
The General Council of the _Band reserve~ the power independe11t!y tcfrnoqify 

any legislati\)n, resofutiOfl or policyof~he Ban~: Any prop6~edrefe(ind,um:n1~asure 
shall be presented to the Tribal Council ar:companied by a petition sig'1~ed byat.least 
thirty perce 1t (30%) of the qualified voters. The decision of a rnajorit)i'of the voters 
voting in the referendum .shall be final, provided that at least 30% qf the ~ualified , 
voters cast ballo!s. J'~~J:r}~l Counc\1 ;;h.JI! ~all the refcrendum .. Withii,l thhty (30) · . 
days fromth~, d<:tte , of r~~C?IP,t Qf a yahd ~~ltton, , : ... ' . . \-._ · . .;: : . -~, 
· ·---:::: :;-~:--;~: . :~_ -{~·_:;~. ::~~ ;::~~-:~-.. /-;::·: ;~:;; :{!.' :/··:·_!,: -~f.,_ - :;-:;-.. _-_-- _;_: _> -~i:·. ·;~. , _ :::·;:~~:, . :--: .. \...:. ·-/;t:~~~f-:- _:r::~:~ 

the sig~~~~~~~~v~~~~g~~~~~r~ilii~~/rM;~1~,~~M,~;~~t~*~~~-,;; 
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proposed amendment. If the Tribal Council fails to enact the amendment within 
fourteen (14) days from the date of receipt of the petition, the Elections Board shall 
call a special election for the purpose of allowing the eligible voters of the Band to 
vote on the referendum measure. The election shall be held within forty-five (45) 
days after receipt and verification of the petition by the Secretary-Treasurer. The 
result of the referendum election shall be final, provided that at least thirty per cent 
(30o/o) of the eligible voters cast ballots. If the Secretary-Treasurer fails to verify the 
petition or the Elections Board fails to call the election required herein, then, within 
sixty (60) days from the date that the petition was presented to the Tribal Council, 
there shall be a General Council meeting called by the Tribal Chairperson for the 
purpose of voting on the referendum petition. 

Section 2. lni~iative. 
The General Council of the Band reserves the power independently to propose 

legislation for the Band. Any proposed initiative measure shalf be presented to the 
Tribal Council accompanied by a petition signed by at least thirty percent (30o/o) o( 
the qualified voters. Upon receipt of the petition the Secretary-Treasurer shall 
immediately verify the signatures. Upon verification of such a petition by the 
Secretary-Treasurer, the Tribal Council may enact the proposed legislation. If the 
Tribal Council fails to enact the proposed legislation within fourteen (14) days from 
the date of receipt of the petition, the Elections Board shall call a special election for 
the purpose of allowing the eligible voters of the Band to vote on the initiative 
fl1(!asure. The election shall be held within forty-five (45) days after receipt .and 
verification of the petition by the SC'uetary~Treasurer. The result of the initiative 
election shall be final, provided that at least thirty percent {30o/o) of .the eligible 
voters cast ballots. If the Secretary-Treasurer fails to verify the petition 'or' the 
Elections Board fails to call the election required herein, then, within sixty (60) days 
from the date that the petition VJaS presented to the Tribal Council, there s a,' 
General Council ;meeting called by the Tribal Chairperson for the purpose of. 

on the refere;d~m petJ;ion. • • • ~ . . . · ~~~~i; 
S~::..:tlon 3. l:rmtatlons on lt.tt:aw.;e ;;md ''""'kr,_,;Jt,m. ·. :>··(:>. v 

' : .· ".' . . . ··. '(~,;· ·. . . : . . . . ·<:,;:;'f:::~t~~~~:~: 
The Tribal Council. sh<.:JI have the po\'{edo decline to call a spedal electlort<>o: 

any proposed initiative or referendum which w<~s r jectedby the vot..:rs ~hhin'tB~.: 
twelve-month period preceding the submission of tl.e petition therefor. r~O initit•t.ive 
or referendum shaU be set for ek•ction v;hkh 'Nould void, cc .eel, abro:_;;;!e, OJ.i<.dJfv 
or amend any properly approved C011tfil(t, agr;c~fl\ent Of COtn!XlCt to whkh th~ Ba~.d 
is a party. , · 

d.2 
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Section 4. Secretary-Treasurer Removal. 

The Secretary-Treasurer's failure to verify an initiative or referendum petition 
shall be grounds for removing nimlher from office. 

ARTICLE X: BILL OF RIGHTS 

Neither the Tribal Council nor the General Council shall exercise any power in 
such a manner as to deprive any person of rights secured by this Constitution or 
applicable laws of the United States. 

Section 1. 

All members of the Band shall enjoy, without hindrance, freedom of worship, 
conscience, speech, press, assembly, and association. 

Section 2. 

This Constitution snail not in any way alter, abridge or otherwise jeopardize 
the rights and privileges of the members of the Band as citizens of the State of 
California or the United States. 

Section 3. 

Individual property rights of any member of the Band, vested prior to the 
adoption of this Constitution, shall not be altered, abridged, or otherwise affected 
by the provisions of this Constitution. ' 

' ·'·~ 
Section 4. 

Band members shall have the right to review all tribal• r~or-ds,Jndudiog' 
financial records, at any reasonable time in accordance with procedures £:~~~fished 

by the Tribal Council. · · · ·' )·~.·~~ .. ·. · J~, 
Se,:"tion 5. "" ·~:;· 

The Band, in exercising its powers of self-government; shall not: 
- ' '' ' ';' ',>. ?\ ,'' ,/'t :,~-"' 

~a) ~ke. or enrorce a. ny law pro.hib.iting th,e fu.ll exer.·c.·i .. ~e .. '?·.f.'!"o·. ~h.Jf?.)>r ~.~ligf.\?.~& .. ' .• 
or abndgmg the freedom of ,spe~h .or of the press, o~ th~ I~~ht}>fi'my !=~rSoTI.< 
peaceably to assemble and to petrt10n fqr ?! re~r.ess .of gn~y~~~s; ·/ 
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(b) violate the right of any person to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects against unreasonable search and seizure, nor issue warrants, but 
upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing 
the place to be searched and the person or thing to be seized; 

(c) subject any person to be punished twice for the same offense; 

(d) require any person in any criminal case to be a witness against himself; 

(e) take any private property for a public use without paying the fair market 
value for the property; 

(f) deny to any person in a criminal procee~ling the right to speedy trial, to t>e 
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation, to confront and cross-examine 
witnesses, and, at his/her own expense, to have the assistance of counsel for his/her 
defense; 

(g) require bail in excess of that necessary, impose excessive fines, inflict cruel 
and unusual punishments, and in no event impose for conviction of any one offense 
any penalty or punhhment greater than that authorized by federal or tribal law; 

(h) deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of its laws 
or deprive any person of liberty or property without notice and an opportunity for 
a fair hearing; 

(i) pass any bill of attainder or ex post fac~o law; or 

(J} deny to any person threatened with imprisonment the ~ight, upon req~~~t, 
to a trial by jury of his/her peers of not less than six (6) persons;.;> .•. ' ) ./:.,;,', 

. . . ;<:, . .· r . :~:· ,.. ·· f~~~ 

ARTICI.E XI:. SEVER.o.'~ILITY ''''Y, ' " '·' · .. 

If any provision ofthis Constitution shall i:~'tf'le futuie be d~i~rciJI~v~lid~~' 
a court of competent jurisdiction, the Invalid provisloll or provisiri~s shall b(severed o. 
c:nd the rc::maininq proylsions shall continue in folf fon:e a,iid efr&.t .. · '~ . '' 

ARrtCLEXII: AM£NCMEhT . · 
• ~;., ' • i 

This C~nsti;~ti9nina~ be a[J'iended by a.~?rity vo.~.pfJb.~ elig"fble vot- .~pi_~ 
the Band vot1ng mao eJe:t~an called for thatpu~, prov,ped;th~~,it~ .leas,t.tlJ.m~ 
(30) percent of th~se elig1ble to vote shall vote lp such election:;: ,;r(, 'r"~%A~' 

,. . .•. . . . ···.·: \.t . ·' · ·· ·:- ... ~ •' .,... ,, 
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ARTICLE XII: RATIFICATION 

This Constitution shall be effective when ratified by a majority of the eligible 
voters of the Band voting. in a special election in which at least thirty (30) percent of 
the eligible voters vote. 

(11/22/93) 
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CERTif'iCATION OP EUlcnON RESULTS 
. ,PASIQWJ'A BANI> OP NOMLAI<I INDfANS 

Wt, the undenf&ned meniben oltht PaekmtaE!ectfon CoaunlttH, 
hereby cetti!y that 1 tpedAl tlictlon on the adoption ol the att~ 
Conatltutlon o( the Pa.SkcNa ltand ol Nomlald Indian~ wu held on 
Decvmbllt 18, 1993, at which ·~eligible vctem, ~tin& at !east 
thlrty (30) p.;«ertt ot t!'.e eJI~ibft votert of the Pasl:M~ Blind, etst thek 

~~:~;.~:h~.oti'l~u:=~t.t.= ~~rlly~·Y·ot,:~;t, 
adoption. Md .,:£"Wo!l ~uwed. ' · ><'·'""> · 't 

Dale<l tJdt 18th day of December, 1993. 

P.ASI(ENTA BL£CTION COMMTITFB: 
' \ >~ :;;. ~ \ ' ~ 
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APPENDIX B 

Paskenta Band of Romlaki Indians 

1994 Membership List 



PASKENTA BAND OF NOMLAKI INDIANS 
MEMBERSHIP 

Andrew Freema11 (deceased) - Descendants: 
Agnes Ruth Freeman Swearinger Burrows 
(daughter of Andrew) (deceased) 

Everett Freeman (5·2 5· 31) 
P.O. Box 988 
Williams, CA 95987 

Ivan L. Freeman (3·1·56) 
P.O. Box 83 
Tollhouse, CA 93667 

james I. Freeman (8·1·91) 
Rachell. Freeman (8-12·93) 

Andrew J. Freeman (5·25·5 7) 
P.O. Box 988 
Williams, CA 95987 

Brenda G. Freeman (8·12·58) 
P.O. Box 1287 
Williams, CA 95987 

Kimberly J. Freeman Robles (9·22·59) 
P.O. Box 1393 
Williams. CA 95987 

Brandon L Paya (12-26-81) 
Oakes Q. Locust (10.11-84) 
Sierra A. Robles (12·3-90) 

Tracy l. freeman (8·12-66) 
P.O. Box 1287 
Williams, CA 95987 

Andrew O.P. Alijandre (4-6-88) 

Carlino J, Swearinger (1-9-33) 
P.O. 8ox294 
Princeton, CA 95970 

Ronald R. Swearlnger (9·19-54) 
72 30 Manuel St. 
Rio Unda, CA 95673 

Amy Swearinger (9-17-76) 
Carlino Swearlnger (7·1-88) 

David L Swearinger {12·7-60) 
609 D. Murdock St 
Willows. CA 95988 

Robin Swearlnger (12-1().88) 
Bailey Swearinger (7·24-91) 

Allen l. Swearlnger (1 029-62) 
P.O. Box83 
Princeton, CA 95970 

Rebecca Q. Swearlnger (3-11-88) 
Daren S. Swearlnger (8·1·92) 

Leonard j. Swearinger (1·5-64) 
P.O. Box 1069 
Covelo, CA 95428 

Tyler J. Swearinger (1-4-91) 

Sonia J. Swearinger (3-30·65) 
P.O. Box 294 
Princeton, CA 95970 

Bonnie J. Swearinger Gonzales (7·4-35) 
P.O. Box 1521 
Williams, CA 95987 

Nolan D. Go11zales (HH7·53) 
P.O. Box 1325 
Colusa, CA 95932 

Beau Gonzales (7-4·77) 
An11a Gonzales (10.17·79) 

Herman C. Gollzales {1-8-61) 
P.O. Box 1346 
Colusa, CA 95932 

Steven C. Gonzales (7-23-63) 
P.O. Box 1521 
Williams, CA 95987 

Steven C. Gonzales Jr. (2-4-91) 

Jennifer L. Gonzales (1-19·74) 
P.O. Box 1521 
Williams, CA 95987 

Christilla Mota (5·22-86) 
Emma M. Gonzales (1 1-13·92) 

Oarryel D. Swearln91!f (3-5·36) 
P.O. Box 197 
Elk Creek. CA 95939 

Kenneth A. Swearlnger (5·15·57) 
P.O. Box 144 
Elk Cleek. CA 95939 

Eliza A. Swearinger (9-1 1-76) 
Kenneth A. Swearlnger Jr. (2·1·76) 
Kelly Ann Swearinger (6-1·79) 
Kimberly Swear Inger (7 • 3o-B.f) 
Craig Swearlnger (5·15-87) 
A11drea Swearinger 

Ruben Swearlnger (7-7 -69) 
P.O. Box 197 
Elk Cleek. CA 95939 

Matthew Swearinger (8· 30-86) 



Gale Swearinger (2·2·12) 
P.O; Box 197 
Elk Creek, CA 95939 

Darryelene Swearinger (7·13-73) 
P.O. Box 197 
Elk Creek, CA 95939 

Brandy Swearinger (11·5·75) 
P.O. Box 197 
Elk Creek, CA 95939 

Duane j. Swearinger (12·11-40) 
P.O. Box 677 
Covelo, CA 95928 

Coleen Swearinger (1·1Q-61} 
P.O. Box677 
Covelo, CA 95428 

john Swearlnger (3-26·62) 
P.O. Box 677 
Covelo, CA 9542B 

Melissa Swearlnger (4·10-63) 
P.O. Box 677 
Covelo, CA 95428 

Vanessa Swearinger (10-19·64) 
P.O. Box 677 
Covelo. CA 95428 

Duane j. Swearinger Jr. (5·14·73) 
P.O. Box 677 
Covelo, CA 95428 

Ni<ole Swearinger Card (5-14-73) 

Rebe«a M. Swearinger Arnold Bill (5-20-42} 
P.O. Box 1117 
Colusa, CA 95932 

Kenneth E. Arnold Jr. p;to-61} 
1721 Hogar Drive 
San~. CA 95124 

Kyle E. Arnold (12-3-85} 
jake M. Arnold (6-11-88) 

Darryel R. Bill {5·3Q-63) 
ta<ey C. Bill 

Daniel Wesley Bill (8-7-65} 
Greg T. Bill (8·5-77} 

Shirle-y A. Swearlnger (1·~6} 
1201 W. Wood St., Apt. 26 
Willows. CA 95988 
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Danny Burrows (deceased) 
Aston Burrows (7 • HlZ) 
P.O. Box42 
Elk Creek, CA 95939 
Ernest J. Burrows (5·19-85} 
P.O. Box 142 
Elk Creek, CA 95939 
Heather Burrows (1 ().5-86) 

Larry Burrows {5·24·66) 
1201 W. Wood St .• Apt. 26 
Willows, CA 95988 

Byron Burrows 

Terry Burrows (12-27-69) 
1201 W. Wood St., Apt 31 
Willows, CA 95988 

Tyler J. Lopez (6-16-91) 

Natalie Burrows (3-18-71) 

Leora F. Burrows john {9-16-52} 
P.O. Box 234 
Elk Creek, CA 95939 

Joe Freeman - DeS«ndants: 
George W. Freeman (son of Joe) {deceased) 
Stanford l. Freeman (son of joe) (decea~ 

George W. Freeman (deceased) 

George H. Freeman (12-8-49) 
P.O. Box 671 
Covelo, CA 95428 

janice V. Freeman (4-10-56) 
P.O. Box671 
Covelo, CA 95428 

Harley D. Dtcent (2 -8· 73) 
Brent J. Decent (1 0.19-92) 

ladlarlah S. Decent (1-8-79) 
Julie Bond (5-19-85) 

jeannie C. Freeman (3-7 -58) 
P.O. Box671 
Covelo, CA 95428 

Carol J. Short (2-28-78) 

Stanford l. Freeman {deceased) 

Geraldinre W. Freeman {12-20.52) 
P.O. Box 563 
Colusa, CA 95932 

Stanley R. Freeman (2-22-54) 
P.O. Box563 
Colusa. CA 95932 

2 



Frances J. Freeman Caldera (10-5-55) 
P.O. Box 563 
Colusa, CA 95932 

William Freeman (deceased) •· Descendants: 
Willard C. Freeman (son of William) 

Willard C. Freeman (deceased) 

Harold freeman (2·7·44) 
75950 Comm St. 
Covelo, CA 95428 

Eileen Freeman Thompson (3·25·64) 
lobe J.D. Thompson (7·9-81) 
Charlene J, Thompson (12-21-86) 
Jolene W. Thompson (4-4-89) 

Melanie L Freeman (4-30-67) 

William C. Freeman (son of William) (deceased) 

Tami Freeman (1·19·58) 
P.O. Bo)( 
Covelo, CA 95428 

Myron Freeman (11 ·3-77) 
Amber Murrillo (7·29-89) 

Richard Freeman (deceased) .. Descendan~: 
lvalene Freeman (daughter of Richard) 
(deceased) 

Elaine Wynona Freeman (7·16-44) 
240 Edith Avenue #117 
Corning, CA. %021 

Sean Whitney Hedrid {S-26-55) 
1 32 7 West St. 
Corning. CA 96032 

Tillman Jacob Hedrld (1 0-16-89) 
Arthur Dale Freeman (Hl-61) 
loreNO Richard DliYis (6-6-77) 

Cynthia Frease Whitt (3·25-49) 
240 Edith A11tnue 1117 
Corning, CA. 96021 

Avis Frease Zamora (3+67) 
LiiWI'toee Lawson (8-24-70) 
Tracy lopez Moon (3-27-72) 
l(yle Dean Moon (7 ·11-90) 
Raymond Moon Jr. (7-26-91) 

Ded Raglin (deceased) - Descendants: 
Mervin Raglin (son of Deck Raglin, Jr.) 
(deceased) 

Naomi Ragr111 Smith (11·27·55) 
1'.0. Box 1117 
CoiU'lll, CA 95932 

Ezra Rodriquez (3·18-80j 

256 

Mariana Rodriquez (9·15-81) 
Angela E. Rodriquez (1·28-83) 
Consuela M. RodriqUI!z (7·19-85) 
jesus A. Bermudez (6·22·90) 

Ruth Raglin Dorman (11-27·55) 
P.O. Box 1117 
Colusa, CA 95932 

Lakotah F. Rangel (6-23-80) 
Lyle 0. Dorman (8-24-82) 

Rosie Clara Raglin Pon~ Crusan 
(daughter of Ded, Jr.) (deceased) 

Mary Cathleen Ponce (11·14·61) 
363 Valleywood Or. 
Woodland, CA. 95965 

Ali~ Marie Pon~ (8-22-63) 
363 Valleywood Dr. 
Woodland, CA 95965 

Christopher Mejia Ponce (4-11-66) 
363 Valleywood Dr. 
Woodland, CA. 95965 

Albert Franks (deceased) - Descendants: 
Ethel Franks Raigosa (daughter of Albert) 
(deceased) 

Mary Raigosa (2·17·59) 
5 38 'h G Street 
Arcata, CA. 95521 

jeremy A. Bill (11 -11-86) 
l(yle Bill (2-8-89) 

Francisco Raigosa (8·20-60) 
Natoshua Raigosa (4-2·79) 
Jod'~e Raigosa (8· Hl2) 

Lisa Ralgosa Salas (8·23-62) 
P.O. BoK988 
Williams, CA 95988 

Pablo Ralgosa (6-15-65} 
P.O. 8oK 988 
Williams, CA. 95988 

juan Raigosa (7·18-55) 
P.O. Box 988 
Williams, CA. 95988 

' 



John Jorden -- Descendants: 
James Cyrus Jorden {son of John) {de<:eased) 

Shirley Jorden Thompson (9-21-4 5} 
75950 Comm St. 
Covelo, CA 95426 

Dean Clifford Thompson (11-12·63) 
Elizabeth Ann Thompson (7-5-66) 
Todd Whyant Thompson {5-6-66) 
Yana Thompson Damper (10..15-74) 

Skyeler Sa vie Malone { 12-11-6 7) 
Austin Lamont Malone (7-27-69) 

Edward Jorden (son of John) (deceased) 

June Jorden Mota (6-29-21) 
1165 Delphimin St. Apt 0 
Red Bluff, CA 96080 

Roseanna Hayes Spinks (6-12-39) 
Roslynn Spinks 
Ronda Spinks 
Rodney Spinks 

Melanie Mota Uribe {6-14-63) 
General Delivery 
Gerber. CA 

Dustin Bill 
Mindy Bill 

Angelicia Bill 
Rose Uribe 
Vanessa Uribe 

Fannie Freeman joe (deceased) - Descendants: 
Sylvester Simmons (son of Fannie Freeman 
Simmons joe) {deceased) 

Fern Simmons Oalson (10..10..38) 
General Delivery 
Covelo, CA 95428 

Vernon Lester Oalson, Jr. {H9-6t) 
Steven Eugene Oalson 
Sherri Lee Dalson Mofina (4-ll-63) 
Daniel Wiley Oalson {5·1 Hi4) 
Tlmothy Nathan Dalson {3·2o-68) 

James Simmons 
General Delivery 
Gerber, CA 

Louis Simmons 
Roseburg, OR 

Oiant Simmons 
General Delivery 
Gerber, CA 
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Birdie Christine Freeman (deceased) -
Descendants: 

Bernie Downey Blakenship (11-27·30) 
54 32 President Avenue 
North Highlands, CA 95660 

Ronald Orr (9-2 3-50) 
Ronald Orr, Jr. (7-22-78) 
lorraine Teresa Orr (8-31-60) 
Betty Louise Orr (3-10-62) 
Vivian Arlene Orr (2-17-63) 
April Rose Orr (4-11-64) 
Olivia Darlene Orr (7-19-91} 

Bernyce Georgina Orr {10-16-51) 
Robert Gene Orr (2-1-73) 

Irene louise Orr (7-12-65) 
Mary Elena Gutierrez 

Richard Daniel Garnica (1·1-64) 
Marla Renee Garnica (2-18-63) 
Richard D. Garnica, Jr. (8-18-68) 
Crystal Rose Garnica (8-27-67) 
Christopher Merle Garnica (7 -2 7 -90} 
Ruben Royce Garnica (12-19-91) 

Royce Gene Ray (3-6-59) 
Ryan Ray (5-13-8 5) 
Keith Ray (5-6-66) 

Stuart Kevin Ray (5-27-60) 

Elizabeth Ann Norwood (11-3·52) 
Richard Anthony Pequeno (8-1-82) 

Declc. Raglin (deceased) - Descendants: 
Deck Raglin, jr. (son of Declc.) deceased 

William Wilbur Raglin (11-6-29) 
Marla Ella Raglin (7·2-74) 
William James Raglin (9-H5) 

4 
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APPENDIX C 

Paskenta Genealogical Information 

and 

BIA Certified Family Relationship Charts 
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Paskenta Genealogical information 
(for use in compiling tribal roll and voting roster} 
[Theodoratus/Geri Emberson November 26, 1993] 

Legend: 
* BIA certified, eligible for membership/vote 

(born 1975 or before} 
+ BIA certified, born after 1975 (under 18) 
#not certified (BIA needs information), 

eligible for voting membership (born 1975 or before} 
@not certified (BIA needs information}, 

minor (born after 1975) 

Descendants of William Freeman and Mollie Dann (Freeman, Frank, 
Freeman} through daughter Berdie Freeman 

* Bernice Downey Blankinship (Orr, Ray, Garcia) 
* Ronald Orr 

t Ronald Orr, Jr. (b. 7-22-78) 
t Lorene Orr (b. 8-31-80) 
t Betty Orr (b. 3-10-82) 
1 Vivian Orr (b. 2-17-83) 
1 April Orr (b. 4-11-84) 
1 Olivia Orr (b. 7-19-91) 

* Bernyce Georgina Orr 
1 Robert Gene Orr (b. 2-1-73) 

* Elizabeth Ann Norwood 
@ Richard Anthony Pequeno (b. 8-1-82) 

* Royce Gene Ray 
I Ryan Ray (b. 5-13-85) 
1 Kieth Ray (b. 5-8-86) 

* Stuart Kevin Ray 
• Richard Daniel Garcia 

1 Marie Renee Garcia (b. 1-18-83) 
t Crystal Rose Carcia (b. 8-27-87) 
f Richard D. Garcia (b. 8-18-88) 
f Christopher M. Garcia (b. 7-27-90) 

1 Ruben Royce Garcia (b. 12-19-91) 
• Irene L. Orr 

t Maty Elena Gutierezz (b. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Central California AcenCf 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

SacnmoniO, CA. 95815·U08 

NOV 18 1993 

!his t• to certify tbllt ..JBe~m.~~mypiJ~D;s..:GIEI•L-XOU'..._ _____________ _ 

1a enrolled u a califomia Indian un&lr the AGt of Septeld.ler 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 868 I 861t, and iS naed Oil tbe califomia Judpent I'Un4 Roll 

ot ca.l1fom1a lndi-, ~leted .u of De<:ellber 15, 1972, u enrollee 

nUIIber ----llf~.t;12~2u1 ______ • date of birth 9ctobet 16. 1?51 

InforaatiOD u to cJegne of Indian blood !a not llhow Oil this roll, 

bo'llever, other: recorda in thia oftice sbow her/hill to be the 
1 

-----~4¥Km~~~~-------of _______________ , __________ _ 

Qtorat ll!!qb orr. 11111 Pit Nurllfthpynpt 

semis! IDgwwyl Pey. Qrr, lay. Bllllkenlhip. 1/1 !tUMinrc-.Jaki 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
CenQ'al California~ 
1824 Tribute Itoad, Suite J 

Saaamento, CA 91>815-4308 

NOV 181993 

IN llft.VIIJII10 

t'hia ts to certify tbat ....~ae-mu.N'Ill:llo.JG~~.~.~orr-. _____________ _ 

is enrolled u a California Indian under: tbe Act of Septellber: 21, 1968 

(82 stat, 868 • 861), and is naM4 on tbe califomi& J\ldgllent Fund Roll 

of california Indians, eo~~Pleted u of Decellber 15, 1972, u enrollee 

nl.lllber ----llt"'722r.s.t7 _______ , 4ata of birtb 0Ctob9r 16, 1251 

In.toraation u to degxee of Indian blood is not llhowa oo this roll, 

however, other: ncords 1n this office IIbov hert'ba to be tbe 
1 4mHIDug of ______________ , ________ _ 

GtoJ:qt llllqb ou. 11116 Pit Biverlltbpungt f 
ltmiqe !DplmiYl Pttt• Orr. lay. Bl'PUnl!bip. 7/8 NlaUf'WlM{ 

IIUed on tbe abow zelatiGMidp tbe awl1elllt'a _...of lilodic blOOII 
u~toM __ _, __________________________________ __ 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Central California Ac<ncy 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite j 

Sacramento, CA 9581~-4~ 

NOV 18 1993 

'1'h1a is to certify that ..JURUi*zabeii5JIIt:.hiL.&IIInnllll.,s,lo¥ArtiiOOdkm!:-.. ___________ _ 

is enrolled u a Califomia Indian under the Act of Septellber 21. 1968 

(82 Stat. 86e & 861), and i• naMd on the Califomia J'uc19Mnt l'und Roll 

of Califomia Indians. COIIII)letecl u of Decellber 15, 1972, •• enrollee 

INIIber __ .....:~tu7.,23.u1.._ _____ , elate of birth IJoytRr 3. 1952 

Inforution u to de9ree of Indi:m blood is not shown on th18 roll. 

~ver, other r.corda in thi8 office llhow ber/bia to be the 1 

---------~a~wm~~te~r.._ _____ ot _____________ 4 _______ _ 

Gegm Huqb Orr· 11116 Pit River/1{ahpynmu Btmice t!owtft, (Petti 

OD"· Ray. Blankeubip. 1/8 !ailaJd,fJ=lpJ 

8ued on tbe llbcmt nlaUOOIIIUp tbe -wlicant • • ctegne of Ind1aa blood 

u~to•--------------------------------------.--
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

fO WID( rr MAY COJICIIRll1 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central ('~ornia Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 9581!>-4308 

NOV 1 ~ 1993 

'l'!lia ia to certify tbat _RgoiUwe~~GeMtlii!L.IlRI•Yz....-------------­

is enrolled as a Califomia Indian under the Act of Septellber 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 86e & 861), and is naMd on the Celifomia Judpent lund Roll 

of California Indiana, e011pleted as of Oecellber 15, 1972, as enrollee 

mmber ___ .:o52a..1..,.§9'"'-------• date of birth Jfm;b 6, 1259 

Infoi'IIAtion u to d~ of 'Indian bloo4 is not shown on thia roll, 

however, other recorda in thia office show httrlhill to be ~ 

"' --------~.m~~---------of ________________________ _ 

G!mqt Lqyis RaY. ltt P<llo• Bernice <Downtyl Pett. Ott· Rav. 

Bl.anJdplbtp. 718 !'Jilati• .... laki 

Bue4 on the abo'ft rel.atiOIII!bjp the a;plloeat • • 4ep:et of IncliaD bloo4 
u~~tobe ________________________________________ __ 

13/1§ igMIJillelrt l!se'tlrt 

l'le&M I\Otel !be 1972 J\ldglleDt fund llo11 1a oaly conaidered ... 
l'aYMQt llllt and ii\Oluaion on tile payMnt liat doea not deDotAt tr1JM1 
llellberehip 1110r doea tbe popauico of califomJ.a ID41an bloo4 neceaarily 
entitle the abow IUIMCI person to 8IA benefits. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Centnl Qalil"omia Agency 
1824 Tribute R<>ad, sw"' 1 

Socr-amenco, CA 9S815·4308 

NOV 181993 

'l'llis 11 to certify that. _s~ty.vt--..~~x,..mnUII~..oBIYIIIIUr.--------------

1• enrolled aa a California Indian under: the Act of September: 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 868 &: 861), ancl 11 naaecl OD the California JUdgMnt PUnd Roll 

of C&lifomia Indiau, COIIflleted as of Decftbu 15, 1972, u enr:ollee 

nUIIber ___ .::~.5~21!.:!6u.2,_ ______ , date of birth K!w 21. 1969 

Intomatlon u to degree of Indian bloocl 1• not shown on this roll, 

howwr, other: recordiJ 1D th1B office IIbov ber:lbia to be tM 
_________ .. EaL------------of__, _______________________ _ 

• 
Geolj9!1 Lcyit My. 311 Pwps Bemice fDo!!Deyl Pttt. Qtr. Bay. 

B1an!r1n"''R· 111 ltiltlti· "N1•1r1 
8aM4 oft tbe abow r:elatiODitl.tp tbe ..,liciDt., ... of I.Ddt. blooct 

u~to•--..----------~-----------------------------
1311§ ftMI!e1lelVfwle!ri 
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United States Departrrient of the Interior 

. . 

'1"0 1111JH n HAY COHCERlh 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C.nlnl California Acency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacr.unento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 181993 

tNllll't.Yitl.f'D.TO: 

'ftlia ia to certify tbat _.Ri_,.c:hard,._..._.,Dtni-.. •l....,!itm.....,.,.i.,.ct-----------­

ia enrolled u a California Indillll under the Act of Septellbtr 21. 1968 

(82 Stat. 86e & 861). ancl t. MMcl on the California JIJdgllellt lund Roll 

of california Incliana. COIIIPltttd u of Decellbtr 15. 1972. u enrollee 

nu.btr ___ .A26:26!b5t~------• data of birth January 1. 1964 

Intonation u to clegree of Indian blood ia not shown on thia roll. 

however. other recorcla in this office IIbov htrlhUI to be tbt 

-------~!00~~---------of ____________ ~-------

Btmict IDo!!ptyl Ptte· Orr. Rax. BlanldplbiD. 718 ••Uati 

!see'*' 

Btaacl GD tbe abow nlatiGMbip tbt Qlicant • • c1e9nt of Dlcl1.a bloocl 
ia~tobt ________________________________________ __ 

7/11 "''tlrffP=lelr! 

Plt- DOtet !be 1fl2 JucJgileDt l'llnd loll ia GDlF coaa1clancl M a 
p.,_t liat: an4 taclua!CID OD tbe ,.,._t 11at: clou 8K c1taote tdba1 
....,.nbip DOr cloea tbe a--iGD of California Dlcl1.a bloocl DIC!Iuarily 
entitle tbe abow D-.cl pea. to IIA benefits. 

PO&~ 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

C.,mral California Agen<:y 
1824 Tribut• Road. SuiteJ 

So<:raJmnto, CA 95815·•3011 

NOV 18 1993 

!'hi• 1• to certify tbat ... r..,nme.,....._.Lo!l...,.i..,B.,.,.O,..rr.._ _____________ _ 

1• eru:olled as a Califomia India under the Act. of Septellber 21. 1!MI 

(82 Stat. 866 & 861). and 1• nued Oil the Cal:l.fomia Judg~~ent l'uncl Roll 

of Califomia In<liane. eo.pleted as of Decober 15. 1972. as enroll• 

nu.ber --.......ltu7 ... 2~33,__ ______ • date of birth Ju1Y 12. 1965 

Infomation u to de9rM of In<lian blood ia not llbowft on thU roll. 

however. other r:ecord8 in thi• office lhow ber/hla to be tJW 
' --------~4Mwh.-~ttr~---------of ___________________ ~~----

Gtorqe Ryqb. Orr. 11116 Pit Biyv/WabpunMa Bemiot oJ.. IP$1 

orr. Bar· llpkp!ldp. 111 •n•!diJiaMlaM 

-~ :; 

u~to•--------.--.----------------------~----1.·· 
25/32 lflbpgnntMt IU.yKJ!faUelsf lllgeeltld, 

Pleue note• 'I'M 1972 .Tu4pant lUnd Roll u ooly CGUi&u:ed • a. 
PaYMnt liat and inclu.ion on the paYMftt lUt doe• 110t. denote tn11111 
Mtlbenhip nor doe• the poa .... ion of Califomia Indian blood ~ly ........... -. ...... ~ 

Superintendeftt 

! 
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Paskenta Genealogical information 
(for use in compiling tribal roll and voting roster) 
[Theodoratus/Geri Emberson November 26, 1993) 

Legend: 
* BIA certified, eligible for membership/vote 

(born 1975 or before) 
+ BIA certified, born after 1975 (under 18) 
# not certified (BIA needs information), 

eligible for voting membership (born 1975 or before) 
@ not certified (BIA needs information), 

minor (born after 1975) 

Descendants of William Freeman and Mollie Dann (Freeman, Prank, 
Freeman); through son Willard Charles Freeman {aka Charlie 
Freeman) 

* Harold Freeman 
* Eileen Mazwell Freeman 

f Jobe J. D. Thomson (b. 7-9-81) 
t Charlene J. Thomson (b. 12-21-86) 
t Jolene w. Thompson (b. 4-4-89) 

* Melanie Lynn Freeman 
* Tami Dolores Freeman 

@ Myron Freeman (b. 11-3-77) 
f Amber Murillo (b. 7-29-89) 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

'1'0 ..., rr lilt c.cua. 

BURFAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Ctntnl C&lilornia Acm<.'J' 
1112• Tribute Road, Suite J 

SacrameniO, CA 9ii81H»>I 

NOV 181993 

'llll• 1.11 to certify that ___ ll&r_o.J~o~UIL.Ilr~pkiiiUl..,ia~~...,~,..._.~--------

l• nrolle<l aa a C&llfonia bd:laa _...., tlaa .let of lept_..r 21 0 liM 
(82 Stat. 860 6 861), aa4 1.11 ._. • tlaa C.Uforalll JU..-t .._. IDll 
of C.llfonlll r.ltaa, ~let .... of Deullloer 15, 1912, aa -u .. 
...,...r ztzt5 • .. u of •tru rUnan 27. IM4 

Iafo:rw.t101l aa to ~ of I_.llla "loool la .t •"- ae thla x.ll, 
.......,er, otbar recoli:'P Ia dlt• office allow bar/Ida to k tiM 

1qa of ________________________ -L __ 

RtJlerM rr a, 5/1 ._,.,IBetlMI 

..._. • 0. ....,. nlat._..,, 0. ... lu..t'• ,..._. of :r.IUa •1 ... 

... ~to .. ----------------------
,,,, I ,,.,,..,,.., 
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United States Department of the Interior 

10 ._ IT IIAT COIICIIII1 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
~ntnl Callfomla Ac~ncy 
1824 Tribute Road, Suit<: J 

Socramcnto, C\ 9581~ 

NOV 1 d 1993 

Till• 1• to Cltrt:U:'y that ... k-..l.a•Pu.iutE....ll!.ypplWI~frunl!l.llwsa. ___________ _ 

1• tiii'Olled u a C.lifomi1 IJKiiln uncfw the Act of S.ptltllbtr 21, 1968 

C82 Stat. ~ & 861), 1nd il lilted on tbit C.liforDil JudgMnt Fund Roll 

of Califomil Indilnt, co.,ltttd H of O.C.tbfto 15, 1972, .. tnrOllft 

nuabitr ___ .,21..,327-.. ______ _.. dett of birth AnU 3!. 1967 

ln.foneUon u to dtgrM of Indian blood 11 not thon oft thit roll, 

botln'tl', other reconfjt in th1t of!iOt an htr/111• to lie tbit * 
------~4tmwm.-~u.~---------n.f -----------------T---

luH M tilt IIHmt NliU ........ tilt app.u-t't dtgrtNt n.f llldiu 1110011 

u~to•~-------------------------------------
11t3Z ltahp/Ncfsrtrwtrs= t Ps!!lillld. 

Pl.._ MWI Tht '1912 J ....... ,_. loll u MlF ~cflrtd He 
hr-t lillt aDd lllo111111111a oa tilt ,.,_t lillt 41-. 11ft dnott tdllll 
.....,...,., aor 41-. tilt .--t• n.f CalUoralt llldiu lllaod ~r 
-u.u. tllit IIINift 111111111 ,...._ to IU lleMiitt. 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

TO WHOI IT lAY COICIIIt 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAJRS 
C..mnl California Ac~n<y 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815·4~ 

NOV 181993 

Thf.• i• to aerUfr that _.l.,iul.,.m...,_.!lyu_&~~;l .. l,_...Fr..,n.....,H_p ____________ _ 

i• anrolled .. a California Indiaa ~r the Aot of S.pteaber 21, 1961 

C82 st.t.. 86e & 86U, aod 1• naaed on the Calilorll1a J~t Fuad Roll 

of California Indian, coapleted .. of O.C.llber 15, 1972. .. earollH 

nuabttr ___ _.2..,1213_.__ _____ __., dat• of birth IIJ'dl 25. 1964 

InforHtion u to ~ of I11diu blood 1a not. ahon oa tllia roll, 

--------~dt~¥Q~h~bf~-------o1 --------------------------{ 
ltrold Frlpklip Frttlll· 1/2 Yiatvntltil,.itlaidvtluqbaoi 

Ulw !farM U11otftp, 9/16 liHpaQuolf»N 

lued oe the akft nltt.ioullip U. tppliGIIlt •a cr.gr.. o1 Jodl• WC104 

,. oupatH to .. ---------------------

Pleue aotea TINt 19'12 Juc~gMDt hiMI loll ttl Olllr oauidand u • 
r.,_t li.t. aod liiCilud• oe tile papent li.t. d- aot lfaDoU tdhl 
.-IMtndlip nO&' 40H tile ,__..t011 of Califorait IodiM lllood -nr 

.... ~ u.- ·~ :r ~P.J;' 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AfFAIRS 
Oentnl Ctlil'ornia Acency 
1824 TribuiA! !toad, Suiw J 

s..:nm.nco, CA 958~·4• 

NOV 181993 

!'Ilia te to urttfF tbat ___ t..,..,...,.L-",..,..l..,o.,.n41-. ... rr~tm-•n,._ ______ _ 

is earoll ..... C&llfonda r.u.- ...._ tar.. .let of Sept ...... n. 1961 
(82 ltK. 160 6 161), ... Is __. 011 tha Caltfcmd.a ~t .._. WI 
of Callfora:la IDolt-, co.plet .. u of Dec ..... ~ 15, 19711 u euollM 
....,_ 21354 ... " of •trtta Jepux lt. l9H 

Iafo-tl.oa u to .. F .. of 1-'t.- bloool Ia -t • .._ oa tUa ~oll, 
llooiner, ot1roer ncoria Ia title offtce .._ lMt~/IWa to .. tile 

----~Ptv~&h~hKEL--------el-----------------------
'ltllvt" 0 511 JtwltU/IalJaH f 
............. ,, ..... ,,.,._ 

.._. oa tile .._ nlae ......... tile .,.u.-e:•o ..... of Wla •1 ... 

... CCIIIII'IltM t4l .. ---· --------------~-

•s.- .,... -.. It'll Jr.'s , .._. 1e11 .. ~ ••• .._.. .. • . 
..,_.e Uet ........... - ... ...,... llet .... -..: .... trUd 
~ - .... tile ........ Jta ., Cdlt.nla hit. •~eot .........u,. 
eattcle tile .._ ._. ,__"1- au '-fita. "" .: . 

.... " ' - :; -



Paskenta Genealogical information 
(for use in compiling tribal roll and voting roster) 
[Theodoratus/Geri Emberson November 26, 1993] 

Legend: 
* BIA certified, eligible for membership/vote 

(born 1975 or before) 
+ BIA certified, horn after 1975 (under 18) 
# not certified (BIA needs information), 

eligible for voting membership (born 1975 or before) 
@ not certified (BIA needs information), 

minor (born after 1975) 

Descendants of William •&illy• rreernan and Molly Dano (freeman, 
Franks, Freeman); through son Richard freeman; through daughter 
Iyalene Freeman Frease. 

I Cynthia Frease White (b. 3-25-49) 
I Avis Frease Zamora (b. 3-4-67) 
I Lawrence Lawson (b. 8-24-70) 
I Tracy Lopez Moon (b. 3-27-72) 

f Kyle Dean Moon (b. 7-11-90) 
f Raymond Moon, Jr. (b. 7-26-91) 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

C.ntral California Asenc:y 
1824 Tribut< Road, Suiu. j 

Sacramento, CA 95815·4308 

NOV 18 1993 

1'11111 1• to 04trU.fy that _w,..t..,l,.l""t .... ....,w .. t .. l,.l!ur,.._..,R..,aa,..l,.i,..a ____________ _ 

ia .nroll~ •• a california Indian undar tha Act of S.ptaal!ar 21, 1968 

Cl2 Stat. 868 • 861), end 1• nallltd on tba C.lifornia Judpeat Fvnd Roll 

of C.lifornia Illdiana, coapl.tad 11 of Decul!ar 15, 19'12. aa anrollH 

aualler ___ .a~5~16il.l26t~L. ______ -..~. data of l!irtb lou!btr 6, tm 
Iafonation aa to degna of Indian blood ia not ahon oa tbia roll. 

bowavar, otber recorda ia thia offica ahow bar/bia to be tba 

---------~Hau.~------------of ______________________________ _ 

!)KI! Raqlip. Jr. , 3/t loalll!i 

FloU!lC!It S(pultoDI laqlig, 711 WintMRIIPMlHi 

luad DP tba a-.. ralatio!Uihip tlMt applioaat • • diiQS'M of Illdiu blood 

Sa _,.tad to .. ---------------------

13/li JtptpllgalMi 

Pl- aotot TINt 19'12 J..,.._t Flmd loll ia oaly -idltrod aa • 
Par-t liat allil incluaioa ao t11tt ,.,_t U.t cfon Dot datloW triHl , 
••llerabip aor cfon tha p-ioa of Clllifonaia Illdiaa llolood -ily 
ntitla tba alloft aallltd ,..._ to BIA haaafita. 

t 
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• . . 
United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Cenual California ""'ncy 
1824 Tribule Road, Suite j 

Sa<nmento. CA 9581!·4:!08 

NOV 18 1993 

TO WHOK IT NAY CONCERHJ 

Applioant. ____ ~n~a~rai••~El&l~•~Rwa~g~l~iunL--------------------------------

Born ___ J~u~l•x~2a•L-1&9,7~4a-____________________ .i• idlntifi•d to 'be the 

------~d~•~u~q~h~t~•~rL-__________________ of 

Willia• Wilbur Raglin, 13116 Wintyn/Homtltki 

Ba•ed on the stated r•lttionahip tnd tbw in~or•ation ahovn in the 

record• in thia office, the applicant'• degree of Indian blood t• 

oo•putwd to be 

13132 Wintun/lo.,laki 

Pl• ... noteJ The 1972 Judg .. nt Fund Roll 1• only oon•idwred •• a 
pa,..nt li•t. and inolu•ion on the pay .. nt. list dow• not denota 
trUoal -•ber•bip nor dow• tbw po•••••:lon of Califont:la Ind:f.ID 
blood nec.a.,rily •ntitl• the abov• naBid P•raon to IIA benefit.. 
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• 
United States Department of the Interior 

' 

TO WHOM lT KAY CONCERNt 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Acenc:y 
11124 Tribute Road, S.U~<e J 
~nlo, CA 95815·4• 

NOV 181993 

Applia•nt. ____ .Waialalai•a•~l~•~at~•~B~ama~l~i~o~-----------------------------

Barr. 

--------~--------------------- of ---------------------
Williaw Wilbur Baqlin.13/16 Wtntun/Hoatll)i 

r.corda in tbil offici, the applicant•• d.gr., of Indian blood 11 

co•puted to be ------------------------------------------------
13/32 Jintup/loealaki ' i 

Pl•••• notea The 1972 ludg .. nt Fund Roll 11 on11 conliderld ae a 
payeeftt lilt and tool-ion on t.b• pay .. ftt li•t d- not d-ot.• 
tribal .. ablrlbip nor do- the pol...,iOD of California Indiaa 
blood nec••.arily -tit1• t.hl above naaed p1r1on to IIA bln•fita. 

B. Bratfo~~ 
intendent. ~ 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOII IT lAY COICEU1 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
182• Tn"butc Ro;od, Sui"' j 

Sauamento, CA 95815·4308 

NOV 181993 

Thia ia to certUr that _,!lwlf!EU:-"iRIL.ERillaailll:t.iuaL-----------------

1• •nrolled .. a C.lifornia Indiaa ~r the Act of S.pt.abar 21, 1968 

C82 Stat. 8641 I 86U, and ia naMCI oa tba Celifornh Judgent Fund Roll 

lft!onation u to ftgr'M of Indiu blood !a not ahown oa thia roll; 

bow•ver, other racorda ill tbi• office ahow her/hia to be tile 

----------•MWBL------------~-----------------------------/ 
Die!! IMl,ip. Jr. • 3/t loalal!i 

ID n.oum Stvr• ttl Po!O/WintliJI (Colw Co• l 

Ul onputed to • -----------------------

711 Po-offl.ptuallgaltkl, 

PlaaM aotea !be 1912 J11dv-t. FVDd loll ia oalr oaaaidend u a 
Par..nt Uat aad inaluaioa oa tH par-t lift dOH 110t dnota tribal 
-•berallip nor don tile ~-~ California Indiaa blood uca-ilr 
ntitle tile~ ..-d perna to Ill IMtft•:f:ita. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOK IT KAY CONC£RM1 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C..ntnl California Af<n<.y 
1824 Tribute Road, Suit" J 

Sacnm<nto, CA 95815-4!108 

NOV 181993 

Applican~. ____ Raux~~hu_~<R~•·a~l~i~n~I~D~o~r~•~•wo~S~•~4~t8b ______________________ __ 

Born ---DN~o~vs«:!bKtsr~2a7~·L-1&9~5~5&---------------~'• idtntifitd to b1 th1 

------~d~a•v~q~b~t~•~r~------------------of ------------------------

K•rvin Reglin. 7/8 Poao/Wintun/Ko•alaki 

Polly Rrld Raglin S.4tb 

record• in thi• offici, ~hi applican~•• degr11 of Indian blood i• 

ooapu~td to be ------------------------------------------------
7/16 Poeo/Jin\yntloaalaki 

Plea., no~•• The 1972 Judg.,n~ Fund Roll 1• only con•td!rtd •• • 
pay.,nt u .• ~ and inclueioa on th1 pay.,nt u .• ~ do•• no~ denot• 
tribal -•ber•hip n- doll tb1 po•-ion of CalU!ornia Indilft 
blood DICII .. rily 1ntitl• th! abo¥! nalld per1on ~o IIA ._DIIite. 
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• 
United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOK IT KAY COHCERKa 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Centnl California A&ency 
182t Tribull! Road, Suite J 

Sacnmenln, CA 958JS-4308 

NOV 181993 

Applicant. ____ Lwv~la•._D~·~P~o~r~•~•~'L------------------------------------

Born 

______ _.~----------------------of----------------------

Lrlw p. RoraaD• 1/2 Poap/Conqoy 

Ruth (Raglin) SPi.tb Por•an. uu; Pou/Wiatvp/Hoaalaki 

4 

co•put~ to b• ------------------------------------------------

lS/32 Poaq/Concoy/Wintupllq•al&ki t 

P1••- not•• Th• 1972 Judga.nt Fund Roll i• onlp coo.ldered •• a 
pay .. nt li.t and :l.nolv•ion - th• pay .. nt. l:l.t d- not unot• 
tribal ... be.-.hip nor d- tbe po-:lon o1 California Iodin 
blood nec••••rilr •ntitle th• above na.-d pe.-.on to 114 banetit•. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Contra! California A&•ncr 
18%4 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacr.unenro. CA 95815-4!08 

NOV 181993 

TO WHOK IT NAY CONCERit 

Applicarit, ____ la•~o~••i--~IB~•ua~l~i~nu)~Su•uiut~hL------------------------------

Born ___ Baxov~·~••b~•~r~21~·~1u9~5a5L-------~------~i• idtntifitd to be t-. 
________ d~au~q~b~\~•~rL ___________________ of 

fttryin Raglin. 7/8 Poao/Wintyn/Kowalak! 

Pqllx Btrd Reqlin Saitb 

Ba•td on tht •tated reletion•hip and th• infor•ation 1hown in tbt 

rtcorde in tbi• offia., tbt applicant'• degr .. of Indian blood 11 

cowputtd to b• --------------------------------------4~---------
7/16 Poaq/WiQtyn/lo,.laki 

Pl••- notet Tht 1972 Judg-nt. Fund Roll 1• only con•:l.del'td ui • 
pay-nt lilt and inclu•ion on tbt pay-nt lilt .do- not d4tnot• 
tribal -•b•rlhip nor dot• t-. po•-••ioa of California Indian 
blood nec•••ari1y •ntitlt t-. abov• na~ per•o• to BIA benefit•• 

.roa 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C.nlnl california Af<:ncy 
1824 Tribul< Road, Suite j 

Sa<ram<niO, CA 9S815-4308 

NOV 181993 

'1'0 11D1 D HAY COIICIRII1 

'I'IWJ 1• to certify that. ..JJU!mii.IIIIII..JIAlhertw.ll:liiUI..JRai-qo~~C~.~~aa ____________ _ 

:l• enrolle4 u a Califomia Indian lll!der the Act. of Septober 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 86e & 861), and 11 DUII4 Oft tbe California J\ldgllent l'unjl loll 

of Califom:l.a Indian~, 0011plete4 u of Deeellber 15, 1972, u enrollee 

llllllber __ __,5;u1oz6.ill53"-------• date of birtb J\!lV 11. 1955 

Infor:atiOft u to degree . of Ind:l.an blood i• not lhown Oft tbU roll. 

bolftlwr, other ncoz:dl in tbU office llhow herlhia to he the ~ 

----------mMA~-----------of ____________________ ~------

lt.bol lranM ,J!IlaoM· 718 f!fint.upt l!qMlaJd 

Balled OD the above nlat:lCIDIIbip t:be lliiP11c:aDt • • cletrM of ID41• blood 
iiCCIIIfoiUtelltobl,__ _________________ _ 

y11 <lf1Dtlpl Jr'e!st 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California AccncY 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite j 

Sacramento, CA 95815-.uoll 

NOV 181993 

'rbil il tQ aertify tbat. _,ttary,_<L-IIMl,.ll!l-..al!a1-SISIII...,..__ ___________ _ 

is eru:olled u a Calitomia Indiea under tbe Act of Septellber 21. 1968 

(82 Stat. ~ tr 861). 1104 il MM4 on tbe California Judgilent l'und Roll 

of Califoznia Indiana. COIIPleted u of Decetlber 15. 1972. u eru:ollee 

nUiber __ __.5~:a1~65,...5~:-_____ • date of birth hJzEVID' 11. 195? 

IntoruUon u to da9rM of Indian blood t• not lhovn on th:l1 roll. 

bowver. otber recol'dl 1D thU offiae llloov berlhia to be tbe· 

--------~&Mwb~~~~------ot ______________________ __ 

ltbtl frrkt BaiQOM· 7/1 (JiAtypJ .. ltk1 t 

8UI4 Oil tbe .,. relat:iCfllllhlp tbe II'PlictDt:•• .... of lDd1ID bloocl 

u~to•~------------~------~-------------------------
uu tliptllll lwleld . 



302 



303 

United States Department of the Interior 

'1'0 WIDI rr HilT OOIICBRih 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1!124 Tn"buteltoad. SulteJ 

&cram<nto, CA 95815--4,_ 

NOV 18 1993 

1'tWt ia to certify t11at _r...,nnc ........ iuiCOcoox....,Rai.....,qo""""a._ ____________ _ 

1a enrolled .. a Califomia Indian uncler tbe Act of Septqber: 21, 1961 

(82 Stat. _.a 861), and ia naMCI on tbe Calitomia J\ldgMDt Pun4 Roll 

of Califomia Indl-, ca.pletecl u of Decellber 15, 1912, aa enroll" 

nUIIIber __ __,Sra1~652~-----'' date of birth AlliNit 21. 19§9 

InfonatiOil u to degree of Indian bloocl 1a not llboMl on tb.f.a roll, 

bowever, otber ncotda in thia otf1ce IIbov berlhia to bt tbl. 

--------~MD~---------- of ____________ ~ _____ __ 

lt.b!l lrtnkl Rai!JO!Ia 118 (lfipt!;pl lfola1Mi i 

Buecl Oil tM lboM relatiONibip tbll liWlioaDt' • degree of IDd1a b1oocl 
iac::GIIPlf*ltobt __________________ _ 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
~nlnl California Agency 
182~ Tribute Road. SuiteJ 

Saaamento, CA 9581s-43<l8 

NOV lo 1993 

fN JtUU'auD TO: 

'l'bU tit to cer:tify that: _PIJab.,.,loiLII""m_!!....,l..lltli-..: _____________ _ 

u enr:ollecl u a Calitomia Indian I.II'ICier the JIGt of Sept:Mber: 21, 1HI 

(82 Stat. 868 & 861), an4 u llalllld 011 the califomia Judgllent run4 Roll 

of califomta Indiana, COIIP1ete4 u of Decaller 15, 1972, u enrollee 

m.blr ___ 5"-'11:l!6~5fL------• data of birth Jyne 15· 1965 

Info.tUtion u to degnoil of Indian blood u not lholln on this roll, 

bovevu, other nco* m w. office IIbov bet:lh1a to be the 

-------~BR~-------------~------------•----------
ltbtl rrwp BaJ.goa. 111 "intua' ""''Mi 1 

;: 

Buec1 on tbe 4lboft nJattoMbi. the IIPPUOibt. * • de!lne of Indt• blood 

u~to•---------------------------------------
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF !NOlAN AFFAJRS 
Centr.ol California A&•n<J' 
1824 Tribute Road. Suiuo J 

Sacram<nto, CA 95815·4308 

NOV 181993 

fbia u to certify that _.w ..... •a..~IIM~~~~~..cBI•16llfOBiloiiiiL--------------
1s enrolled as a C&lifomia Ind1aD under the Act of Septellbu 21, ll'Ga 

(82 Stat. aGe & 861), and 1• MM4 Oil the califomta Judgllellt. I'IDIIloll 

of c.lifomla Indlan8, CD~~Pleted u of Decellber 15, 1972, u enrollee 

nu.ber __ _..5,.1x.654o<L.-----• dltU of birth Augu!P1¢ 23. 1962 

Infomation u to defnM of Indilft blood il not shown on tbis roll, 

taowver, other records in tbU oUioe IIboV ber/hia to be the 

-------~4"RHW0~~~------..of---------------------------

'. ~·~ ·<· 

Base!S • the above relatt~ tj.t .iri.uc.~t•• detxM of In41an blood 

i• CXIIIIPUf*l to be _____ _,_.....:;~-------------

7111 f!intJIIl ...,..., 
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Paskenta Genealogical information 
(for use in compiling tribal roll and voting roster) 
[Theodoratus/Geri Emberson November 26, 1993] 

Legend: 
• BIA certified, eligible for membership/vote 

{~orn 1975 or before) 
+ BIA certified, born after 1975 (under 18} 
# not certified (BIA needs information), 

eligible for voting membership (born 1975 or before) 
@not certified (BIA needs information), 

minor (born after 1975) 

Descendants of John Jordan and Nancy Jim Jordan; through 
grandson Frank Jordan; through son James Jordan. 

• Shirley Ann Jordan Thomson (b. 9-21-45) 
I Dean Clifford Thomson (b. 11-12-63) 
I Todd Whyant Thomson (b. 5-6-66) 
I Elizabeth Ann Thomson (b. 7-5-68) 
I Yana Thomson Damper (b. 10-15-74) 
@ Skyelar Savis Malunz (b. 12-11-87) 
@ Austin Dumont Malunz (b. 7-27-89) 
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United States Departtnent of the Interior 

TO WHOK IT KAY CONCERNa 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Cmtr.al California Acenq 
1824 Tribute Road, Su!IA! J 

Sacramento, C\ 9581HD 

NOV 181993 

Applicant, ____ ~Sbwuiur~l~•~x~•~n~nu_~C~l~o~rd~o~n~I~T~hwo~.,~p~n~----------------------

Born 

--------~d~a~u~q~b~t~eru.--------------------- of 

Ja111 Jordon. 3/f loaalaki/Wailaki 

rrcordt in thit offici, thl applicant'• drgr11 of Indian blood 11 

co•put•d to bt 

318 Noaalaki/Vailak$ 
1 

Pl•••• notea The 1972 Judg.,.t Fund Roll ~ only oontidered a• • 
pay-nt lilt and inclu•.too oo the pal"''t U.lt dOll not. dtnotl 
tribal -•b•r•hip nor d- t.bl po--.toa of California Indian· 
blood n<IPCIIIarily entit.l• the ebo•• naaed per1on to IIA btntfite. 
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Paskenta Genealogical information 
(for use in compiling tribal roll and voting roster) 
[Theodoratus/Geri Emberson November 26, 1993] 

Legend: 
* BIA certified, eligible for membership/vote 

(born 1975 or before) 
+ BIA certified, born after 1975 (under 18) 
# not certified (BIA needs information), 

eligible for voting membership (born 1975 or before) 
f not certified (BIA needs information), 

minor (born after 1975) 

Descendants of Ao4rew Freeman and Rebecca Simonin; through 
daughter Agnes Ruth (Freeman) 8wearinqer Burrows. 

* Everett Freeman 
* Ivan Lavern Freeman 

f James Ivan Freeman (b. ? 
* Andrew James Freeman 
* Brenda Gail Freeman 
* Kimberly Jewel Freeman 

f Brandon L. Paya (b. 12-26-80) 
f Oaks Quintan Locust (b. 10-11-85) 
f Sierra A. Robles {b. 12-3-90) 

* Tracy Lynn Freeman 
f Andrew o. P. Alijandre (b. 4- -88) 

I Leora F. Burrows-John (b. ? ) 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WIIOI IT lAY COICDih 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C..ntnl California Agency 
1824 Tn'butc Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-13011 

NOV 18 1993 

Thia ia to MrUlf tllat ...IIJII.D....t~ll.lt~-LfrttMIIJata~PIL-------------__;__; 

!a urolled u a Cal:lforllia Illdiu UAdft' ttwt Act of Sept"'""' 21, 1961 

C82 Stat. 861 l 8611, and ia oaaed oo the California Judg8eftt Fuad loll 

of California Indiana, ooaplated aa of O.C.abtr 15, 1~ aa oorollae 

nuabar ___ .,21 .. 2§5.,.. ______ _,, date of 111rtb_,l..,a,..Y_25.,..._...193-..1.__ ___ _ 

Inloraat1an u to ct.gr- of Iodian lllood ia not abon on tbia roll, 

bow•••r, otbor recorda in thle offia. abow har/ltia to .. the 

----------~--mL------------d ______________________ ~~----
I Frrnta bmm, S/J loMlakfJNl!lri/Jitd J!iw: 

lued oe the alloft nlatl .... lJ t .. applloant'a ..,_ of llldf.M W.ood 

1e onputed to .. ----------------------
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO 111011 IT UY COICII!Is 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central c.Jil'orni<l Agen<y 
1824 Tribute Rood, Suite J 

Sacramen!D, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 181993 

Thia ia to certifJ that _.IOJ!LIID~LIIIltiLlYLI•r.t.rn....,fuom-"AM__.n.__ ____________ _ 

ia rnrollld at 1 C.lifornia Indian u~ tha Act of S.ptaabtr 21, 1968 

112 Stat. 86e & 8611, and i• nallld oo tha California Judgwnt FWid Roll 

of California Indiana, coapletld u of Daceaber 115, 1972, .. enroll• 

n~.aaber ----*-21"'-'39i!ZA1 ______ ......~. date of birth ll•rcl! 1. 1Z!6 

lnforaatioo u to degr• of Indian blood it not aboWD on thil roll, 

how...r, otbtr recorda in tlli1 offiot lbow htrlhi• to bt the 

---------DL-----------of-------------------?----
Eruttt Fuptp. 5116 lottltl!il /JtilaUIJintJA/IIfl Rim 

Gt9rqiy !loMJial ......... 3/t hilal!ifPow 

u ~to lit-----------------~-....._-
17132 Pniae&leJdtloM.l•U.lltd liJrrl'!jltie 

P1- aotlt The l972 ~ P'llllld loU it oalp -.idenld • 1 
PaJIIDt lilt and inol118l• • U. ,.,--nt lilt ~ aol ct.aota triiiU 
.,..._....,, aor d- U. ra•••aioo of C&Ufornia Illldiu blood ._.....u, 
nt1t11 u. abov. nllld ~ tl IU httltfita. 
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• 
United States Department of the Interior 

TO 1fiiOI lT Uf ~t 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAJJIS 
Ccntnl Ca!Jtomia Ag~IIC)' 
1824 Tribute Road. Suit.e J 

Sacramento. CA. 95815-4308 

NOV 181993 

ru. ill to oerti.fJ \bat ...JM4mlllliiU:I~J•u"'--''~r'.e.mu!lll-i.-------------

1• tt~~rolled ,. a c:..u.tonU.a llldiu undltr tbe Aot o1 S.pteat..r 21, 1961 

C82 Stat. 86e & MU. tlllCI ill aaMd oa tb4t Califonaia Judg-t FlUid loll 

o1 Cal:Uornia lDdi-• aoapllttecf .. of O.C..IIw 15, 1912. u earoll• 

av•llw ___ ,.u~•--------'' dat. of llirt!l lat 25. 1907 

lnloraat1011 ,. to ....,. of Iadi111 blood ill aot aboq 011 thi!t roll, 

Jlo...,.... otber recorda u th1• offic.t aJio• ...,.IIIia toM tile ' 

----------~ .... ____________ of----------------------~~----
"''" ~~: 

,......,. ) .... Upl FmMa. 3ft II'J"&'IPtM . .. FI$ 

..... 011 "'- ..... "'~ u. wJi.cut•• .... ., Jlldl.u ~ 
;; . ~ ;. 

u OlllfUf.N ta .. " ,, ., 
·- ~ 

17131 ,_,.,, .. ,_, ... ,""' li.wrJfta\w 'i " 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WIIOI IT IIAf COICIIIh 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central Calilocnla Ace!ICJ' 
1824 Tribute Road, Suit.f: J 

S:ac:ramento, CA. 95815-t308 

hu~ 18 1993 

Tbia 1t1 to Otrtlfr tHt ..-ltrnda..--. ... s. ...... uL...Lr,..rn_, .. _____________ _ 

1• nroll.cl u • C.lifonda Indian lUider tH Act of S.pt•abltr 21, 1968 

(82 stet. 861 & 86U, and i• 11aa.cl 011 the California JudgHnt FIIIICI loll 

nuwbttr ___ .~:21u26iJ!A2 ______ _,, daw of birth AIKIWft 12, 193 

Iaforutioa u to ~ of Indian blood ia not abown on thia roll, 

hownvet", othet' rf!COI"'I4J in thitl offiOt ahOY het'/bia to t.. tba 

-------dt~u~ab~tet'~~--------of -----------------------------
1ymttt lntMp. 5116 llgM1Uiii!U1aki/!Uatun/ltd liurl 

1uac1 oa tllR ailcmt nlaUould.J tt.. •Ptlloaat.'• Mtrn o1 Illdiu 11100111 

M~W·--------~----------------------~~----



320 



321 

United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California A&ency 
1824 Tribute Road. Suite J 

Stcrarnento, CA 9!>81~ 

NOV 18 1993 

Thi• 1• to cerlifJ' tllat ..JIIllii.!!a!ll!bttEUl.zt_,JuttJ:Us.lLJ:F.,~;-D!!.M------------

1• earollttel u a Califonia IDdi1111 11ncler' the lot of s.,tl•lllr 21, 1961 

Cl2 Stat. 86e & 86U, aDd 1• nawd OD tbl Califoraia Jlllfgatnt FliDd 1~11 

ol Califoraia Iadi-, co•pl•ted aa of Dtoalllllw HI, 1972. aa 1'111"011" 

nualllr ___ ,a21..,3~1.-ll ______ _,, dat. of llirt.ll 5tpt11hr 22. 19!59 

InforuU.oa u to dtlfl'll of Indiaa blood 1• act ahon OD t.ll1a ro14 

howltVII', ot.11tr J't!OOl'da ia t.lli• off,._ •how htrlllia to k thl 

----------~""'--~bw~--------of ______________________ -. ____ __ 
lpntt rnnu. ~/16 loHlMVIIailtl!iltiatpplltd ~.· :; 

. (~ 

llued oa U. Uoft nlaUooaltip U. applicaat •• degl'll of Jadia ltlOail 

u~t.•------------------------------------~ 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO VROI tT IUY COICUII1 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California A&•ncy 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite j 

Sa<ramento, CA 95815-4$08 

NOV 18 1993 

'nlia u to cntify that. _Tur..:~a!lltCf.L..ILaY .. PAIL.LF.A.rt.,ru•e~ailf.p _____________ _ 

ia enrolled aa a California Indian undrr tht Act of Se,te.blr 21, 1968 

182 Stat. 861 & 86U, and ia nallld 011 tM> Califomia Jucfe-t Fund loll 

of C.l:l.fornla Indian•, ooaplttted •• of Dltoallkor 15, 1912,. u nrollH 

n11ablr ___ .. at..,.m...,., ______ _,, dat.. of birth All!l!lft 12
1 

1966 

Ildonatioa aa to d119tH of ladiln blood ia aot !bon oa ~ roll, 

bONYrr, otllrr record! ilil UU.. offiw !how blr/11111 to llr tllr 

______ dauua

111
h~~~;t.,.rr _____ of ____________ ..__ __ _ 

luutt Frtny. 5116 Jou1tkilllti1M!Jiiatlpllt!l li!u 

Gtorqipa Clotalf•l frtnM. 3ft lbdlrlr!lbet 

-...d oa tllr aho" nlaUOIIIIIIIif UMt atp.liGaat'a llllgne at·J..uu Wo.., 
Ia OOIIJIIItld to llr --------------------

1U32 POM/Itiltki!JoMlMillt!l tim/U!dJI 

Pl .... 110tr1 Tbt 1912 .1 ..... t ,_. Roll ia WJ ~ 1!11 e 
hyMDt. lilt ud iiiOllltlioe 011 tM ,.,_. lilt lfoN 11M ..-OG tr1Ml 
MllllrniJdp IIOf d-. tlie. JID!II..toe If Califlilli1Wt J... , UJ 
-uu. tilt allovt Dilled ,.raoa to lleDrfite. ' 
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Paskenta Genealogical information 
(for use in compiling tribal roll and voting roster) 
[Theodoratus/Geri Emberson November 26, 1993] 

Legend: 
• BIA certified, eligible for membership/vote 

(born 1975 or before) 
+ BIA certified, born after 1975 (under 18) 
# not certified {BIA needs information), 

eligible for voting membership (born 1975 or before) 
@not certified (BIA needs information), 

minor (born after 1975) 

Descendants of Andrew Preeman and Rebecca Freeman; through 
daughter Agnes Freeman and husband Carlino Swearinger. 

• Carlino J. Swearinger 
• Ronald R. Swearinger 

I Amy Swearinger (b. 9-17-76) 
• David Lawrence Swearinger 

f Robin Swearinger {b. 12-10-88) 
1 Bailey Swearinger (b. 6-24-91) 

• Allen Lee Swearinger 
t Rebecca Q. Swearinger (b. 3-11-88) 
1 Darren S. Swearinger (b. 8-1-92) 

• Leonard James Swearinger 
1 Tyler J. Swearinger (b. 1-4-91 ?) 

• Sonia J. Swearinger 
• Bonnie J. (Swearinger} Gonzales 

I Nolan D. Gonzales (b. ? ) 
t Anna Gonzales (b. ? ) 
t Beau Gonzales (b. ? ) 

• Herman c. Gonzales 
• Steven Craig Gonzales 

t Steven C. Gonzales, Jr. (b. ? 
1 Jennifer L. Gonaalea (b. 1-19-74) 

t Emma M. Gonzales (b. 11-13-92) 
t Christina Mota-Gonzales (b. ? 

• Darryel D. SWearlnoer 
• Kenneth A. Swearlnger 

t Craig Swearinoer (b. ? ) 
f Kelly Ann Swearinger (b. ? ) 
f Kimberly Swearinger (b. ? ) 
f Lisa Swearinoer (b. ? ) 
I Kenneth Swearinger, Jr. (b. ? 

I Gale Swearinger (b. ? ) 
I Darryelene Swearlnqer (b. ? .) 
I Brandy Swearinqer (b. 1 ) 
I Ruben Swearinqer (b. ? ) 

f Matthew Swearinger (b. ? 

(Continued on page 2 of 2) 

page l of 2 



Paskenta Genealogical information 
(for use in compiling tribal roll and voting roster) 
[Theodoratus/Geri Emberson November 26, 1993] 

Descendants of Andrew Freeman and Rebecca Freeman; through 
daughter Agnes Freeman and husband Carlino Swearinger. 

* Duane John Swearinger 
* John Andrew Swearinger 
* Vanessa Dee Swearinger 
* Duane John Swearinger, Jr. 
, . Nicole Swearinger (b. 1 ) 
I Colleen swearinger (b . 1 ) 
I Melissa Swearinger (b. 1 ) 

• Rebecca Mae (Swearinger) Bill 
* Kenneth E. Arnold III 

f Kyle E. Arnold (b. 12-03-85 ?) 
f Jake M. Arnold (b. 6-11-88) 

• Shirley (Swearinger) Burrows 
• Larry Lee Burrows 

f Byron Burrows (b . 1 
I Terry Burrows (b. 1 ) 

f Tyler James {b. 7 
I Danny Burrows (b. 5-19-66) 

f Heather Burrows {b . 1 
f Ernest J. Burrows (b. 1 ) 
f Aston Bill-Burrows (b. ? ) 

I Natalie Burrows (b. 1 ) 
t Kyle Bill (b. ? ) 
1 Jermy A. Bill (b. 7 

page 2 of 2 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
~ntnl California Ac•nc:y 
1824 Tribute ltDad, Suite j 

Sacnunento, CA 95815-43011 

NOV 181993 

~ ia ·to outifv tbat ..;CV.,....,lipp-r...J., • ....a~l!!!ar1nalmr~....,._a.r ___________ _ 

ia enrolled u a CalitomJ.a Indian under the Jlat of Septellber 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 86t li 861), and ia .-4 OD 'tbe CalitomU ~t l'utld Roll 

of Califom1A IncliaM, COIIPleted u of Decellber 15, 1972, u enrollee 

nu.ber __ __.ft.to13l66;uo3r...... _____ , data of birth Japuary ?. 1?33 

Infol'llatiCD u to de9ftle of Indian blood 1a ~ IIIIOIIft CD thia roll, 

Mwwr. other recorda 1D th1a officre llbolr berlhill to be the 
i 

------~fiR~------_, of_· ______________ .~--------

CK11M f!!"'r:hpr. 112 C'c!pqqv1Pi1j lim 

Baaed CD tbl lbow nlatiauitp tba IIIPlicaDt'a -.. of IDclt.IID blood. 
~~tobe__, ____________ ,_ __________ ,_ __ ..._ ______ _ 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

BURfAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Ajjency 
1824 Tribute Road. Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815·008 

NOV 181993 
TO WHOK IT KAY CORCBRI• 

Applicant, __ ~B~o~n~•~lud~R~,-Ms~y~•a•~r~io~g~tur~---------------------------

Born --~J~u~l•y~1~9u·~1~2~5~t __________________ _.ia identified to bt the 

------~•uOuPL------------------ of 

Carlino Jamee Svearinqer. 9/1§ Concov/Pit Riyer/Wiptug/Kad Riyer 

Betty Loy ICooyayl Swearinqer. 3/f 11ntuq/Pit Biyer 

Baaed on tht stated relationship and the inforaation ahovo in the 

recorda in thie office, the applicant'• degree of Indian blood te 
I 

coaputed to be • 

?/U Conqoylfit Biyer/Jfailaki/loJalakiiKad Rive' , 

r ·. , . C 

Pleaae note• The 1972 Judvaent rund Boll ie onl~ cona14ere4 •• 1 
pepent ll•t and incluliOD oa the payaent lht doea aot deaote 
tribal aeabenhip nor 4oee the poaae881oo of Caltfomia In41aa 
blood neceeeadly eatitlt the abo•e n-•4 peraoa to au beaeftta. 

~,.,r/)?.,-1~ 
larold H. Bra~~~ 
luperiatenclent 
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• 
United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C.,otnl c.tifomiaA&<:ncy 
182:t Tribute Road. SWU! J 

Sa<ramcnto, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 181993 

tbia 18 to oert.Uy tba~ Dayid LavrtAs:e swarl.pqer 

18 enrolleeS u a C&litomia Iftdian under tbe Act of Septaber 21. 1968 

(82 Stat. Ne fl 861). ao4 ia naed on the C&litomia J'udpent l'und Roll 

of califomia Iad:lana. CQ~~Pletecl u of Decaber 15. 1972. u enrollee 

mmber ----li6~A1Hf:D.llt-------• date of birt.b DteMb!r 7. 196f 

Intonation u to degree of Indian blood 1• DOt llbovft oa tiUa roll. 

bovever. other ftlCO.r:da 1n thia office abo¥ herlhia to be the{ 

~ --------~HPa.----------of ___________________________ __ 

8uecl GO the.,._ nltltt..,.tp the .-.JJ.c:aDt'• _... ot. laii1M ·J)lool 
18~tobe __________________________________________ ___ 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIA."! AFFAlRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road. Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 18 1993 

'Ibis 18 to certify that _.Al_l..,eniL.jjLit-. ... S!!arinqt""""...,...,...r,.__ ___________ _ 

1• enrolled aa a Cal1fom:l.a Indian under tbe Act ot Septellber 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 8611 a 861), and :1.11 naed oo the calUomia Jud9M!lt rund Roll 

of califom:l.a Indians, COIIIPlet.ed aa of Decaber 15, 1972, aa enrollee 

nUIIber __ --l6!.11s;66!i!J1~-----· date of birth Octqber 29. 1962 

Inforution u to degree of Indian blood ie not llhown on this roll, 

bololever, other recor:da in thi• office IIbov ber/hill to be tJMI 

• ----------~MD~----------- of ________________________ __ 

BtttY Lqg lCigmtayl lb!Hrinqer. 3/t W;lptyniPit Riytl' .' l ".' 

._... oo the aboft nlatioubip the awllcant'• ~of ~··bl~:~~ ·~· 
ill~tobe_;..._ _____________ --'.!~;;;.,...-

' ,- ~' ·_;·>~{- _;·_~ 

Pl- bOte• !be 1972 JUdgaeDt PUDCI Roll 1a only 0001tidencl .. a :~ -~~ 
fa}'Mot 1:1.11t and 1Dd.us1on oo tlle paylllllt llat doM not deaote tdbel' ' 
Mllbenbtp 1101: .soe. the JIOI!MuiQQ of Clllitomia :r:M1an bloocl ~J' 
tDtitle the above IIUicl periiOft to BIA beaeflta. · · 

~~~~ ,/7'" -:!14 H. Brat."f.:rct I/ p ~ 
Sllperintenclent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

'1'0 1IIOf rr KAT CONCBRif a 

BUR.F.AU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribut• Road, Suite] 

Sacramento, CA 95815·4!08 

t-.u~ 18 1993 

'rhi• 1• · t:o certify that Leonard Jw• S!ear1nqer 

1• enrolled u a California Indian under the Act of Septellber 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 86e & 861). and 1• -« on the Callfomia Judpent l'und Roll 

of ca11fom1a Indian•, COIIPleted u of tlecuber 15, 1972, u enrollee 

nUIIber ---...lfiu1.xfi.L:73"-------• date of birth January 5. 1964 

Intonation u to degree of Indian blood 1• aot llbown on thi• roll, 

however, other record8 1ft tM• office IIbov her/hia to be the 

_______ em~~----------- of _________________ , ________ _ 

caruno J. SWear1pqer. 112 CpncQIIPit Biy!r/!1Atllnllfd Bhv. , 

!:,t_f 

Buecl 011 the ~bow :relaticMb.tp tbl awlieaDt.' • degree of IllcUall blool,. ~ .~ 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BURE.>\U OF INDIAN AFFAJRS 

C.,nt.ral California Atency 
1824 Tribute Road, Sui.., 1 

Sacr:amento, CA 95815-4308 

INUIU'W'Ut'O: 

NOV 18 1993 

!Ilia ia to certify that ..;!tm!i!S!!l161•LiiJ~.&. • ..J8!t!i111.'51:earill9e..,...ID.Ir.__ ___________ _ 

is enrolled as a cal.Uomia .Indian under tbe Act of Septnber 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 86e & 861), an4 18 DIIIM4 011 the California J'l.ldtMnt l'wld Roll 

of cal.:l.fomia In<l!ans, CQ~~Pleted as of Decallber 15, 1972, as enrollee 

nllllber __ .....ll6~16!..!7~6------• date of birth HaJ:dl 38. 19§5 

InforMtion as to de9tee of Indian blood ia not !!holm oo tbia roll, 

however, otber recorda in tbia offi~ show her/hill to be t1wt 
4 

-----~4auqhi!R:Sll111ta.lllu.r...._ ____ of---------------
,.-,• 

Based on tbe ..,.. nlatiC!Midp the awliCDt'a c1etree of 1'.niU.aD bl~ ~- -.. 
ta~tobe _____________________________ ~----~~ 

21132 Cc!pcq!Mt; B1yvllin12I!Jifld B1yv 

Please notet '!be 1972 ~ l'un4 Jtoll ta Oftly 0001tiderecl as a 
PaYMft,t U.at Md incloaioo Gil tbl ~ Ult dou not deDote tr1bel 
llellber:abip 110r does tile poaae•tca of Otlifomie IrldiM blood .-...ril.J' 
entitle the al.lcJN AMid ~ to 8l'A benefits. 

~~~ 
811periJitcideut 
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United States Department of the Interior 

'l'O 1H1f IT HlY COtfCERlh 

BUREAU OF lNDlAN AFFAIRS 
Cenlnl California Ag~n<y 
182<t Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacrament<>, CA 95815-4308 

NOV 18 1993 

'!'his is to CU'tify that l!onn1t J. UJ!eartngerl Gonza1et 

is enrolled u a california Indian under the Act of Septellbu 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 86e & 861), and is IUIII6d on the California~~ Roll 

of california Indians, CQIIPleted as of Deeellber 15, 1972, u enrollee 

mmber __ ___.2:>!37.Ll86a.., ______ , date of b1rthwJul1U4<1..zV...;fa.,..._.ltE~o31115.__ ____ _ 

Intomation u to de9l'fle of Indian blood is not shO'IIIl on this roll, 

however, otber recordls 1n this office mow berlh1a to be the' 
~ 

d&uqbter of------------:-----
/ 

Ctrlipo 8!!!ariAglr. 1/2 9'P'!"Pit Riyer 

Aqnea rrcsrl I!!Mr:IMV· m "NlaJsiJ!eUtJr& · 

Based on the above relationship the awllcant' s cle9ree of I'Dcliaa blood 

ia~ to•-----------------------------------------

Pl- note, '1'he 1972 .J'tadgilleftt l'llnd loll is only eout6and as a 
l'al(Mnt list a inolwliOD on tbe paJMDt list doea not denote tr1bl1 
~~ellbership nor does tile possessiaa of calitomia IM1• blood M<:euerily 
entitle the above IUIII6d penoo to BIA benefits. 

ff~~~ 
SUperiDtendent 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

BIJR.F.AU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 95815-4508 

NOV 18 1993 

TO VIIOI IT IIAY COIC£1111 

Tbia .ta to oerli!T that ...iHttBD.II!!HDI!W...JCa•...!llGXJOD!!;Z!O!I~~~ol~u._ _____________ _ 

1e .oroll~ ,. • Californ.t• Inditn under tb1 Act of S.pte.b•r 21, 1968 

t82 Sttt, 861 l 861), and i• nt-.d on tha Ctlifornit Judg..nt Fund aoll 

of Ctli!ornit Indian., ooapl•~ •• of Deceaber 15, 1972, ,. enroll" 

nu•ber ___ _.23f;,m19f..L. ______ _,, d.te of birtb Jao111n 8. 1961 

Ioforettion •• to d419r.- of Indian blood ia not abown on thia roll, 

however, ott~er·ncorda in tbia office thow htr/bia to be tbl • 

-----.Ill---------of-------------..,---
lrng Gopalg. 13/16 Ugtup1 l!oapir CSynripqrrl Gcmzal.n. 

9116 Cgtqoy/PU llurllailiiUJioMllldllltd u,. 

~teed oo tbl tlloft raltt10Mbip tile tppU.oent '• dlgHa of IDdiu lllood 

ie~-~"---------------------------------------

Pl- not11 TN 1972 JuclgNat FlUid loll ie oolf oonUde~ u a 
Pt,..n\ lin and inoluiOA oa tile ,.~nt lilt d018 not .,.ote tribal 
....,.raMp nor do.- tbl ,_.....toa of Califoraia IndiM blood -•rilJ' 
nt.itla tlle ll!loYI 111-.cl periOil to IJA blufita. 

~.,.,.~~ 
Rtrold 1. 1r:i1:.,;,t? {/ 
Superint.odftt 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

TO WHOII IT 114 Y COIICERit 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Centnl California Agency 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

S..C......,.,nto. CA 95815-4308 

NOV 18 1993 

IN IULYUIU TO: 

Thia J.• to c»rtifr that _,.J,..lut..,;D.z;n,._,C .. r..,a.,.ig.....,G .. o:unz..,t .. l,.g._ ____________ _ 

11 enrolled u • California Indio ~~ndtr the Aot. of S.pt••bltr 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. a&e & 861), and it naaed on the Californit Judg .. nt Fund Roll 

of California Indit_, coapl•ted •• of O.C.abltr 15, 1972, u ttnroll" 

nvllbltr ___ _.2.,;41-..1Li9E.---------'' date of birth JulY 23. 19§3 

IDfoTHtiOil u to d~GT" of Indiaa blood 1• not ehown on thit roll, 

however, other nrcorde ia tha o£fie~t !how hw/hi• to be the 

______ _.no~------------ of----------------------------

Btny Gopplg. 13/li liAtiiPI IOJ!Dit CSyu.rinqn) GcmzL... 
911§ COJqoy!PU liurlhiltki/!oHl.llki/lfld li!fi' 

aa.ed • tht tllowl nlationthip tile applicut • • cf4lvntr of Indiu blood 

1• I!Oiqlllt.d to .. ------------------------------------
ut1t nuytCcmqoyatt lhtttY•H!!IstlloHl.ui/nu ayu 

Pl- note1 1'1111 1912 Judptllt had loll it OD1J' contiderecl u a 
Payaent u.t tnd includoa on tb• p!J'Mnt lillt. don not denot• trib!l 
.,•blrthip nor doee the po...,11on ol C!liforni• Inditn blood ~•rily 
111t1U1 thl tlloft lltlld ,_r_ to Bit\ benlfite. 

~~~~~ 
su,.riAtendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Accru:y 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

SacramentO, CA 95815-430111 

NOV 18 1993 

'ltUJ ttl to cer:tJ.fy tbat ...~Pvm~a~o~w....-.a.l..IIDta.•..llwripglrllal_~am.._ __________ _ 

11 enzolled u a calitomia IDdf.M und6r tbe Act of Septober 21, 1961 

(82 Stat. 86811 861), Mil 11 MM4 CD the c.lifomia ~t lund Roll 

of Ca11fomia Indiau, COIIPletecl u of Decellber 15, 1972, u enzoll .. 

nllllber __ _..;6!U1~6~65~~~.-______ • data of birtb Karch 5. 1938 

Inforut!CD u to degree of IruU.m blood 11 not shown CD tb11 roll, 

hollever, otber recordtr in tb11 office lbOif berlhia to be tbe 

-------~Mm~------~----------~r--------
CArlino fS!!yr1nqer) lugow. 112 Cqpcovlfit River 

Bue4 Oil tbe eboft relatiollabtp the ..,Uctnt 'I degree of Izld1a8: blood 
11~tecltobe ____________________________________ __ 

1/1§ f!ADP9'1H1j """"''411'-1d10fe4 Riwtr 

Pleue AOtAII 'lbe 1972 ~t I'\IDII Roll 11 Cllly couidered U a 
hylleot lilt Mil f.Qclu.iCD CD tbe ,.,.. :u.t clou not clenot:At t.r1ha1 , 
llellbenh1p nor cloe1 the pc~~~HuiOIIl ~ Califomia WUA blood necenar11.r 
eatitle tbe eboft naed ,.reca to BrA beMtltl. 

~~~~~ 
Rarol4 N. Breff~~P'/ ~ 
S\lperiP~ 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

'1'0 MOOH l'l' ~y COHCBRJia 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C.,ntral California Agenq 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacr.unen10, CA 958lS..4308 

NOV 1 S 1993 

'l'bis 11 to certify that ..Jlteooe~W~.~U2ltbdL.IA~ ..... SW!W.l!:li~J~~artnoe6.Ao!J!li!Ur.._ __________ _ 

ts enrolled u a California Indian under the Act of Beptellber 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 86e & 861), and is noed on the California Judg~Mnt lUnd Roll 

of California Indians, eo~~pleted u of Deeeaber 15, 1972, as enrollee 

nu.ber ---.li!64:l16!U7:.t~~2'-------• date of birth Hay 15. 1957 

Inforu.tion u to de9ree of Indian blood 11 110t shown on tbia roll, 

however, other recorda 1D this office IIbov berlbill to be the 

'i 
--------~BP~--------of-----------------------

Bue4 OA the tlbow relat.l.oubi» tbl appli<*lt' • degree of IDcS1M bloot' · 

~~~~to·---------------------------------------

Pleue IIOtet '1M 1972 Jlll!gllant. 1'11114 Roll 111 Ollly cana14en4 u a 
Pa)'Mftt. U.t an4 inclusion Oil t.bt ~ U.t clou 110t denote tribal 
-.berllh1p 110[ doe• tbe poaessiOA of califomlll Indian blood aeceu.vily 
entitle tbe tlbow MM4 persoa to BIA bmttite. 

~~ 
8uper1Dtendeot 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Cencnl Colifornia Agenc:r 
1824 Tribute Road, Suile J 

5act'amento, CA 9581!>-4308 

NOV 181993 

!bi• i• to certify tbat -"Jluant~IU!L.xiSliiObDLML.KJSWIIlilli!HtJinHwx!llrii-. __________ _ 

i• enrolled u a califomia Indian under the Act of Septaber 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 868 lc 861), and ia .-4 <1ft the cal.ifomia Judpent lUnd Roll 

of Califomia Indians, COIJPleted u of nece.ber 15, 1972, u enrollee 

nu.ber __ _..:~6~~:1.!C6§81L------• date of birth Decelbtr 11. 1941 

Infonation u to de9ree of Indian blood 1• not shown. Oil thi• roll, 

bowve.r, other recorda in thl• office lhov ber!IWI to be the t 
ED of ___________________ __ 

CVlipo SWWinqtr. 112 Csmo!rJrit BiyJt f 

.. (fq=p) Sweu1.ngv. 51JJ!sppltlrfJ!a11tk1 

u~tobe ______________________________________ _ 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Ccntnl California A&enq 
18'24 Tribute Road, Suite J 

SacramenlO, CA 9581S.4!10t 

NOV 18 1993 

TO WllOil IT lAY COIICEIIIII 

Thia t. to certify that _,J!.IowhwDwAmfriWII~AZf!L.iSu•ra:••vulili!!lllf-L-------------

la enroll&'d aa a California Indian und•r the Act of Sept~ 21, 1968 

(82 St.t. 868 & 86U, and la naNd on tH California Jwfpa>ot Fund loll 

nuaber ---..!16:.:1iltl?u1.__ _____ __,, data of birth ftars;h 21. 1962 

Intonation u to degrn of Indian blood le not PRn oa tllla roll, 

ho-r, other recorda 1a thia office ahov her/bia to b&> tlw 

-----------s--~-----------of ------------------------~~---
!)uw J, SuVlD!Ifl'e 9/1§ Coppg!IP" liprlloMl!Jr11billkl 

Prtrlllftt !AzbUU hudpqtr. 511 CO!IC!9JIPo!alJoM1n1 

Ia ollllpllted to M ----------------------
ltl32 Concoyll'oao/Plt, IJ.m/Jioltllkil!ailt!d, 

Pl••• nota• 1M 1972 JudgMDt FuiiCI loll ia only aouidend u a 
PayMDt. Hat. alld i110lualoa oa tH paraeat liat. d- ft4R 61mota tribal 
llftlb&trahlp nor ~ tM po-ioa of Cllliforaia Illdlu blood -u:r 
..rt.ltla tha aboft naa&'d peraoa to IIA beneftta. 

~/?.~ 
Harold I. lraf~ P' -
Superlntaodent 



352 

United States. Department of the Interior 

TO VHOI IT IIAY COilC£11 1 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
General c..tifornia AJtncy 
18!4 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramtnto, CA 9S81!-4308 

NOV 18 1993 

Tid.• ia ·to Cft'tiff that _y.~.~----L.IIDnsz...iSuWivUJi~J~DIIftllmlL-------------

1• enrolled a• a California Indian unar tbo Act of S.pt•aber 21, 1968 

Cl2 Stat. 861 & 86U, and ia naaed on tile California Judg-t Fund loll 

of C.l1fom1a Indt.na, co.,l•ted u of Dlrcetdler 15, 1912, aa nroliN 

nuaber ___ Jl6~.:1611J71u.. ______ _,, date of birUI Oqtober 19. 19H 

• ----------~dt~U~ab~Hr~---------d ------------------------------

tnrllfM CAzl!ilU SntEi!KIII"t 511 Copqo!IPoMIJioMlMt 

..._., 011 tile ....,. relatlollllllif tile applicat •a ...,._ d IncUu IWiod 

1a 0011JUtad to M ----------------------------

19132 CoDP9'lP9'9fPit liurlloMlUilhU*l 

P1oaao aote1 Tllo 1972 JIIICig.at l'ulld loll 1• oalf CIOIIII1cS.:Nd u • 
hfaoa\ Uat alld lnol•loa 011 tile ,.,_t Uat d- not !foote trlllel 
-llorallif aor d- tba pHMN!oa of Califorato Iadiaa Wood -..111 
.aUtlo tba abo¥e IIIINd ,..._ to llA beaoftta. 

~~~-#Cld •. ~ford 
Suporiat~t 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHO" IT ftAY COHCERH1 

BUREAU OF JNDIAN AFFAIRS 
CenU"a! Calil'omia "seney 
1324 Trlbuce Road, Suite J 

Sacramenco, CA 95815-4!08 

NOV 181993 

Applican~•----~D~Y~•~n~•~J~o~b~n~SuY~•uturuiunaa~•~r~·~J~r~·L--------------------------

-------A~ ______________________ of 

puan• John Sytarinqtr. Sr •• 9/16 Concoy/Pit River/Hottltki/ 

Wailtkir Eynige Kerr fPovn«Y! Syteringer. 5/8 lottlaki/Yatlak~ 

Baaed on the etated relationtbip and the in!ortation tbovn in th• 

rtcord• in thit o11ice, the applicant'• degree of Indian blood it 

cotputtd to bt ---------------------------------------1-----------
19/32 Hoetltki/Concoy/P!t Rivtr/Jt!ltki 

Pl.••- not•• Tb• 1972 Judg-nt Fund Rol.l it only ccmt:ldtrtd - t 
pay-nt l:l.tt. tad inclut:l.ora on t.hw per-nt. lit\ do- not denot• 
tr:l.l>tl -•b•r•hip nor do•• th• po•••-:l.on ot California tndita 
blood nec.-arily Rntitlt tb• ebove ne-.d ptrtoa to IIA beDR!itt. 

~:1f.~ 
Superintendent 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AfFAIRS 
Centnl California Age...:y 
181!4 Tribute Road, Suite J 

Sacramen10, CA 95815-43011 

NOV 18 1993 

'l'bis 1• to certify tbat Rebecca HM Ulnarinqerl 1111 

is enrolled • a California IndiaR under the Act of Septellber 21, 1968 

(82 s~. a." 861). and 18 naM4 Oft the calitomia JudgMDt runcl Roll 

of California Indiana. eo~~pleted u of DecellbeJ: 15. 1972, u enrollee 

nlllllber __ _,.,5§3t...,., ______ • elate ot birth._.Ka: ........ y_,2!.,..,._.1..,H'"'2 _____ _ 

Infol'llation • to clegree of Indian blood 111 DOt lllbown 011 tb1ll roll. 

---------~4¥Nh.a~~~--------of ____________________ ~-------

,,: 
8ue4 011 tiM llbcMt relatlOI'IIb.lp tile awJ,i<:Mt • • cJegne of Ind:1lia b1oocl 
liiCICIIIfilUt*ltobe ____________________ _ 

rleue note• '1'he 1972 .Tudgllent l'lln4 Jtoll ia 01117 oouiden4 titi a 
l'a)'Milt U• Md 1Dclus1on GO tiM PQMDt 1~ clou DOt 4eDotA U1bel 
!MIIbenbip oor don t.be poseen1011 of Cllifomia l'rMJian blOOII DIC'UIIaril7 
e.nt.1tl.ll t.be aboft naM4 penoa to UA benefits. 

~::~.lb/~~-
SuperinteDdellt 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

TO W1101 IT KAT COICERia 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Ceftonl Califorftia AgenCJ 
18!4 Tribute Road, Suite J 

S.cnmento, CA 9!1815·4308 

NOV~ A 1993 

IN IW'l.YlUU TO: 

TM.• to to u.rtifJ' that _,XDir11n11pUirttllllb_,I., • ....,.A..,rKpo~t.ludu,_.I..,II.._ ____________ _ 

t• anrollad a• a California Indi&D uudar tbr Aat of Sept••~ 21, 1968 

C82 Stat. 861 l 861), and 1• naaad on tbr California Judg81Dt Fund •oll 

of California Indian•, coaplrtld .. of Drcraber 15, 19?2, •• raroll .. 

nua~ ___ ..Jf255E600:.u:9 ______ --J, datr of birth Jylz lt. 1961 

Inforaation .. to drgra. of Indian blood i• not 8bown on tbio roll, 

bovrvrr, otbrr rrcordl in tbio offior obov brr/bla to bl tbr l 

__________ _snAaL-------------of ~----------------------~-----
hputll L kRold, 21132 PpM 

kbtcqt CSJrviaDit) lill, 9/16 CapcpyllolllUi 

a..- oo tba abovr relation8bip tbr applicant'• dagr11 of Iodiaa ~lood 

1• coaputld to M --------------------------------

39/H PoM/CoJlS!91!/IIpwlpi 

Pl•- aotra Tbr 1912 Judg-t f\mcl loll 1• oolr c-iderld a a 
Papant Uat ond inoluoion on tb8 papant Uat dolo aot denotr tribal 
••blrobip nor d- tbl poo-ioa of C.Ufonda Indian blood a-..11J' 
rotitla tbl allo¥1 naaad paroon to IU lllnrlit•. 

k.:..v///.~ 
Harold I, Brafford 
Supariatandrnt 
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United States Department of the Interior 

to IIDt rr KAY COIICZIUI• 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
~nlrlll Calltornia A&cn"l' 
182" Tn"butc Road, Suite J 

Sacramento, CA 9!iii~S08 

~fJV 18 1993 

flU u to cer:tify tbat ....flbi.&i~~x~Aa..a ..!il!!rw!Q:IIIUI!HeiDI:IIr.,_ _______ .......; __ _ 

is enrolled u a califomia Indian under the ~ of 8eptellber 21, 196$ 

(82 Stat. 86e a 861). and is ~ Oil the C!alifomia Judpent l'und loll 

of Califomia Indians. COIIIPleted u of Decetlber 15. 1972, u enrollee 

nu.ber ---!t:898l<>a~'--------'• date of birt.b January ?, 194§ 

InfonatiOil u to de9ree of Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 

bovever, other nco:rdll 1n this office llbow herlbill to be the, 

---------~dMRb~~wmr~----~-----------•----------

lue4 oa the ~~~loft nl.at1cinab1p tbe ~Wlicant's de9ree ~ IDclt.l bloot 

u~tectto~-----------------------------------

r1 .... aote• '1'be m2 JUdtllent I'UDd aou 1s Ollly CICIMiclared • a ., 
PayMDt. U..t and illoluioo Oil the pa,_m: li.t don DOt 4enote tribal 
IMIIbererM.p nor don the poaeeaaioo of califom1a Indian blood neceuartly 
entitla the 4lboYe n-.cl poaraoo to mA beDefite. 

~ .. :!ff~ 
Bu,periatendeAt 
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United States Department of the Interior 

'10 IIIQI rr KAY COHCIRIIt 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C.ntnl California Agency 
1824 Tribute Rood. Sui~e J 

Sacramento, CA 9.5815-4!08 

NOV 18 1993 

'l'b1• :1.8 to certify tbat .... Lamll!li.A..L..IIL~a.•..JI!u:mMi!!ML~--------------

1• enrolled u a califomia Indian under the Act of Septellber 21. 1968 

(82 Stat. 868 & 861). and 1a MM4 OD the califomia JUdpellt l'und Roll 

of calitom:l.a Indiana. CC~~Pleted u of Decaber 15. 1972. u enroll• 

nUIIIber __ __;98:1!2ii9:L78!L...------• data of birth KaY 24. 1968 

Infomation as to degree of Indian blooc:l is not lhown on this roll. 

hoWever, other recorda iD tMa office show herlbia to be the 
~ 

-------~MA~----------of __________________ ~--

Jf"• c. Bugon. 518 lintyg. ,.,, Kaid!l. !fucbnc!w 

SbirltY A. fS!earlngu1 Bym!n. 9/16 lfintun. Ka14g. PU Biytr. lfliltk& ' 

8aHcJ Oft the above nl&t10Mbl.p tbe awlU..t. • • ._ of IDcU.• blOO!!I; 



Paskenta Genealogical information 
(for use in compiling tribal roll and voting roster) 
[Theodoratua/Geri Emberson November 26, 1993] 

Legend: 
• BIA certified, eligible for membership/vote 

(born 1975 or before) 
+ BIA certified, born after 1975 (under 18) 
# not certified (BIA needs information), 

eligible for voting membership (born 1975 or before) 
@not certified (BIA needs information), 

minor (born after 1975) 

Descendants of Joe Freeman; through son George w. Freeman 

• George Harley Freeman 
• Janice Valerie Freeman 

I Harley Davison Decent (b. 2-8-73) 
1 Brent Joseph Decent (b. 10-19-92) 

1 Zachariah Stone Decent (b. 1-8-79) 
*Jeannie Carmel Freeman 

@ Carol Jean Short (b. 2-28-78) 
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United States Department of the Interior 

TO WHOK IT BAY COMCERia 

BURFAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central Ca.lifornia Ac<IICJ 
1824 Tribute Road. Suite J 

Sa<nmcnk>, CA 9581!>-4~ 

NOV 18 1993 

Thio io to a.rt1ty that -'Gto..,....,ru...,._,R,..v.....,lsnlt...IF;.a..-.-... .._ ___________ _ 

io •nrolled u a Californil Indian und•r til• Act ot. S.ptohw 21, 1968 

C82 Stat. 868 & 861), nd io na.ed oa the California Judf-t Fund Roll 

nuiiNr ___ _,2i.:!1.a29tnt...-------J• dot. of birth Dlpt!!l!ttr 12. 1949 

lnt.or .. tion u to d"frH of Illdt.a blood :l.a not llhon oa thi• roll, 

boftvft', other r.cordo in tlli• offic. now hw/hio to M the 

________ _.ue~----------ot ----------------------------
Gnrqt IUm Fnng. 112 lo!!lt!d ( 

IJtiM Frtny. 3/t J!91olbUM:I, 

heed M the no.. relatioubip tiNt appU.cut •o dtlgrea of Illdiu 1110041 

u~~"•------------------------------------------
5/l PoMIJoaltkiJbf.lpj 

Pla._ aot.t '1M 19'12 J~ had loU :l.a Wf oouidered .. o 
Par-t U.llt !lad iAOluioa on the pa,_.t lift .s- llot cr..ota trillel 
•aMI'IIhip nor .s- the .-toa of Cal.UonJ.a tlldlan 1110041 ~lf 
ontitl• til• atlovo naaecl parMa to alA .._.fi~ 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

10 VBOI IT llAJ COIICIIIIt 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Ag¢ncy 

1824 Tribu« Road. Sui"' J 
~Cnlm<RIO, CA 95815·4!08 

NOV lt11993 

1'111• 1e to certttr that _,J..,y..,.ia,..__,y..,a .. lr..,rui...,t;..F"'fftM!I...,....,.,_ ___________ _ 

1e rnrollrd u a Califonia lDdiu IUid4tr tbr ~ of Sept"brr 21, 1968 

Cl2 Stat. 861 & 86U, aDd ia naMd oa tb4t California Judgwnt FWMf Roll 

of Californt. Indiana, coapltttrd u of D.cttaber 15, 1972, •• nrollrt 

nuabrr ___ s.21...,3f7i!SI:------....J• datr of birth brU U. 19S5 

IoforMtion u to defjrn of Indian blood ir not tho•• oa tbta roll, 

howrvrr, otbrr rtteorda 111 thie offla. ahow hrr/hia to be tbe 

-------~d~ayq~b~ttsrL---------of --------------------------

Gtorgt til.Mr f'rttw. 112 loMltlci 

lvig f'rnuo· 3/t hMIJailakt 

luH oa tb4t allowr .-.latioullip the applicaat • • cfrgrH of hdiu 1110011 

1e oo.,vWd to br -----------------------------------

!If Pp1Q/Iqtllalcil!t1l•ti 

1'1- aotra The 1972 Judgwat. FliiMI loll 1e ODl)' coaaicl4tncl .. • 
hr-t. 11et. aDd i110lualoa oa t.IMt ,.,..t. liet dOH not dnote trilla! 
...._...ip oor 11.- tbr ,....Soa of C.lifonia lndiu lllood _u, 
fttitlr thr above u..cl prreOD t.n Ill ...,lite. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

'10 1f1101 IT IAl COICIIIt 

BUREAU OF INDIAN Afl"AIRS 
Cenual California AgeiiC)' 
18'24 Tnl>utt Road, Sui~ J 

Sauanlcnto. CA %815·f308 

NOV 181993 

IN lkUL\"lUU 10: 

Thia ia to C~~trtif:r that _,J,..r.,.aw.nnwiut......,CttltiiUI,.l"'-"f""rn-.=w.,.., ___________ _ 

ia enrollltd •• a Cdifonaia Illdba Ulldtr tht Act of S.pttllller 21, 1961 

Ct2 Stat. 861 & 861), aAd ia na-.d oa tht California J~t Fuad loll 

of California Indian•, coapltttd u of O.O.aber 15, 19'72. .. taf'Oll,. 

nuallltr ___ ..,21...,3981D------..J• datt of 'lt:l.rtb hrql! 7. 1951 

IdorMtioa u to def,... *II Illdiaa llloocl :l.t aot ahon oa tbia roll, 

bowtvtr, otlltr rteordlr ill tMa office ahow Mr/hia to 'Itt U. 

------.!!idtlluaDIBIIttr.llQ;__ ____ *II ------------""';'"---
( 

Gtorat l!ilMf """'' 112 lowltki 
, 

!lvlu fDnM. 3/t PQIIOIY.UUt 

laatd oa U. ahoft ralat.ioaahip U. appliCWit'• dllgrw of ladi.a lllood 

ia coap11ttd to lilt -----------------------
S/1 Polofloal•taaultN 

Plt.,. nottt Tha 1972 Jwre-t. ,.... loll 1• oal:r ~ .. • 
r.,.,.t liat and iacla:loa oa u. ra:rarot liat don ..t dftoU tr.:lloel 
...._..,.ip AOr d- u. ,_.toa *II Californ.:la I~ Wood -ru:r 
ut:l.tlt tht alloft' u-.d ptNft to JIA 'lttatlit.. 

~z(~. 
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Paskenta Genealogical information 
(for use in compiling tribal roll and voting roster) 
[Theodoratus/Geri Emberson November 26, 1993] 

Legend: 
* BIA certified, eligible for membership/vote 

(born 1975 or before) 
+ BIA certified, born after 1975 (under 18) 
#not certified (BIA needs information}, 

eligible for voting membership (born 1975 or before) 
@ not certified (BIA needs information}, 

minor (born after 1975) 

Descendants of Joseph G. Freeman; through son Stanford L. 

I Geraldine w. Freeman (b. 12-20-52) 
I Stanley R. Freeman (b. 2-22-54) 
# France J. Freeman Caldera (b. 10-5-55) 
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Paskenta Genealogical information 
(for use in compiling tribal roll and voting roster) 
[Theodoratus/Geri Emberson November 26, 1993] 

Legend: 
* BIA ce~tified, ~ligible for membership/vote 

fborn 1975 or before) 
+ BI~ certified, born after 1975 (under 18) 
#not certified (BIA needs information), 

eligible for voting membership (born 1975 or before) 
@ not certified (BIA needs information), 

minor (born after 1975) 

Descendants of Fannie Freeman Joe Simmons and Marion Simmons; 
through son Sylyester Simmons 

* Fern Simmons Dalson 
* Vernon Lester Dalson, Jr. 
* Sherri Lee (Dalson) Molina 

f Vernon Lee Dalson (b. 6-24-79) 
* Daniel Wiley Dalson 

@ Alisha Ann Dalson (b. 12-25-86) 
* Timothy Nathan Dalson 

f Timothy Nathan Dalson, Jr. (b. 9-21-90) 
f Lorena Marie Dalson (b. 10-16-92) 

I Matthew Dale Da1son (b. 6-7-69) 
I Steven Eugene Dalson (b. 10-14-71) 

[descendants of Marian Simmons (dcd), si of Fern Si~ons Da1son] 
I Barney Wilsey Mclane, Jr. (b. ? ) 
[Deanna Simmons Da1son Aparico, si. of Barney Mclan'} 

I Stacy Ann Dalson (b. 6-28-72) 



373 



374 

United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California AgciK}' 
1821 Tribute Road, Suit.eJ 

Sacramento, CA 9581!>-4308 

NOV 181993 

!Isle u to certify that ___ r;...e;.;.;n.;.;_(.;.;S;.;;t-;;;;;=u=)-Da;:..:;;.:l:.;:;•.;;.oa::..... ______ _ 

b enrollu u a c-llfora:la IudiaD UDder the kt of llept<l!llllber 21, 1961 
(82 Stat. 860" 861), _. u ._. 011 the Callfonu J~t lUDCI Jloll 
of Califonh Illdl-•• eGIIflleted .. of Dec<l!llllber 15. 1972 0 u enrollee 
I.WIIber 14966 • date of blrtll Jaouuz 10, 1938 

Iuto .... tlOD u to decree of IDdiaD blood la -t .~ oa thie roll • 
.._..,er0 other recorda ba tide office allow ber/lala to IMI the 

--~D=~~~t=er~--------of __________________ t __ __ 

..... 011 the llloon ~:elatioulllp tile eppllca&•e .tear- of I111Ua blood 
u~~h"-------------------------------------

t/16 c-/JfoiYIAII.i/Vall.tki/Plt UYer 

Pleaae aote• 'ftae 1t72 holpnt l'all Jloll u oel,. coul .. l'M u a 
pa:r-t llet _. lllcbal• • tiMI ..,_.t lut dou _... '-aote tribal 
--.raMp _. 4ou tile poaaua1011 of Callforaf.a IDdla 1»1ood aeceaaaru,. 
eatltle the allcWe __, peraoa to IU IMiaeflta. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

'1'0 IIDf D' HAY COIICBIUI• 

BURF.AU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central CaliCornia Actncy 
1824 Tribute Road. Suite 1 

Sacramento, CA 9581&·4308 

NOV 181993 

'lid.• ·u to outUy that v•moa Luttr J)aliQD. Jr. 

111 enrolled u • c.lifomia Indt.m Ubdlr tba Aet of Septellber 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 861 • 861), ancl is naed on the California JudpeAt l'lmd Roll 

of Califomia Ill41ana, COIIPltted u of Decellber 15, 1972, u enrollea 

m.ber ___ ..:1ta~?u.762-------· date of birth tJareb 2?. 19§1 

Infomat.ion u to de9ree of Indian blood i• not llbolin on tbia roll, 

taowwr, other ncordll in this office IIbov berlhill to be tbe 

--------~fiR~--------- of ____________ ~-------

yemop LyW paliOQ. Sr.. 3/t PoM 

ltg fS1evy!) Pal•· 1116 !srltWJ"llaJdiCgncow/l1t Rim 

8ue4 on tba a.bow relatf.oosbip tbe appUc.nt • • de9ne of IndtaD blood 

1• COIIii)U'tAtd to be---------------------
21132 1'91otCopqo!rllwltki.I!JilM11Pit Rim 

Pl.... notet 'l'be 1972 JudpeAt I'UDd Roll U only COIIIIidend U a 
Pay~~ent list a iftclueion on tbe ~t 1Ut <lou not denote tribal 
llellbenbf.p nor doell tbe pone81Jion of c.lifomia Indian blood oeceuarily 
entitle the .... MMd penon to 8IA bellefite. 

FOR~~ 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central Cali(ornia Ap>cy 
1M4 Tribute 1to..t. S.W:J 

Sacramentt>. CA 95813-oi!GI 

NOV 181993 

CN IU'I.YI!IU TO: 

:1.• 4111.E0llecl u a callfomla Ind:l.m un&ar tbe Act o.f Septellber 21, 1961 

(82 Stat. 868ft 861), Mil :l.a MMCI on tbe e.lifomta .l'uclgaeQt I'IIDd Roll 

of caU.fomia :blcliaM, co.pletecl u of o.oe.ber 15, 1?72, u earollee 

Dl.lllber ---.A:1tll.i?u.7.~~.3 ______ , data of birth April 11. 1963 

Infomation u to 4e9tee of :blclim blood :l.a DOt. llbow oo tbJ.a toll, 

~-. otM1' noorda 1D tb1a office llbow herlbia to he tbe 

.......... - .......... -4'-."ht!~~r ..... ,, ..... _of ............................................. _. .......... ,, ..... _ 

Jtmgn Le!!tM paliCil. Sr. 3/t ,_ 

8uecl on the al:loN nlat.I.Oftllhip the awJ,teant•• cSe9ree of IDd1an blood 
u~tohe ______________________________________ _ 

21132 Pqwt!C9999"llrrtl eJst l!tUekfm.t; Biytr 

PleMt DOt.t• • 1t12 J'udgMr.lt I'IIDd aou u Ollly OCIIIIStdered .. a 
P.,..nt list Mil 1Delllldoft Oft the ~ u.t doH DOt. 4eDota tribal 
llellbenb1p nor doe• the pouentoo of cautomia :blclian bloocl ntetuarily 
entitle the abo¥~ liiMCI periCil to IMDefita. 

roB ~ .... ~ 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFfAIRS 
C:ncnl California Ai""<r 
1824 Tribut~ RO>d, Suite J 

Sacram~niO, CA !15815-43011 

NOV 18 1993 

'l'b!JJ 1JJ to certify that ..JPipl1131ll:il•ljl.._lfia.u1131evZ-MPal:~~ot.t~I!OII13111.-------------

1JJ arollecl u a California I.noclUift under tha Act of Septellber 21, 1968 

(82 Stat. 868 & 861), ancl t1 MMd on tile California Judgllent !'und Roll 

of California Indiana, COIIpleted u of Decaber 15, 1972, u enrollee 

nullber __ ___.1...,4,..96..,3,.__ _____ , dat. of birtllulfl-..;y_.1.,.1..,..-196t~------

l'nfomation u to de9ree of Indian blood 11 not llbown on this roll, 

~r. otber recodl 1D th11 office IIbov berlhia to be the 
1 

4 

-------~FA~-------- of _________________ __ 

Bue4 on tbe eon nlati~ tbe awlicmt.'• c~etne of ID41c bloo« 
!JJ~tobe ______________________________________ __ 
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• 
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. 
United States Depar011ent of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California AjJcnq 

!0 WJDf l'f HlY COIICBRih 

1824 Tribute Road, SuilC J 
~to. CA 95815·4308 

NOV 181993 

'lb1ll 18 to c.rtify that _t..,ilo-~thl&lvt....IZia~thaniW!It.L.IIDtl-IOiliDIII ....................................................... __ 

1s enrolle4 u a calUomla Indian under the Act of Sept:ellber 21", 1968 

(82 stat. 861/t a 861), anrl 1a nue4 on the califomia Judg11e0t J'Un4 Roll 

of califomla Indiana, 0011plet:e4 u of n.ce.ber 15, 1912, u enrollee 

nUIIber __ __.1tJ4!i!?:.~;74:~-.. _____ , date of birth Karch 29, 1268 

Intomation u to degree of Indian blood is not shown on this roll, 

bowever, other recorda in thia offlc. show ber/11111 to be tJM1 
t 

------~mm~~--------ot ......... ______________ _ 
Y•moo Letter Pal•· sr. 3/t lw 

rem fS'W!N!l Ptlp. ?/16 t:qggqutJowlaJd.llfl1la!dtPit li!v 

u~~------------------------------------------

l~ notlto '1M 1972 ~ l'uDd Roll U oaly OOMldand • a 
hpent lbt anrl incluaiCIG CIG tha l*YMllt lbt cloea DOt deriot4t t:l:ibd 
llllllbenrhip .nor does the po8HUlGG of callfomla Indian bloo4 necessarily 

-~·~-:-~ 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Acenq 
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J 

S..:ramen10, c.\ 95815-t!O& 

NOV 18 1993 

Applluat 0~--------~•~trraumft~81q~pmcPW~pa~l~•~aa._ _____________________ _ 

Jlonl __ ............ IRJ:l-IIIL--'1~.:~4t..,_l.,tuZr..~l--------'" f.a lclelltlfleol to M the 

------~~-------------------of _______________ ~----

feQIQil J.cater Qalaoa, Sr. 13/l ,._ 

hm (StwOPd Dab<m. 9/16 lswelMi/JlaUaU/CqpcqsiPU lfycc 

l.ue<l Oil the atatecl relatlOBihlp _. tbe lafor~~~~t:lOil ahoa lll the rec:or4a 

1a thf.a office, tha appllcaat' 1 ,....._ of ID4lall 1>1DM b COIIIfOtM to M 

•leaH -~· '1118 1972 h4..-t I'1IOil bll l• oalr -f.41ecM aa a ,.,...at 
lbt ..t illclaalall 1111 ella ,.,_at lbt dou 110t 4eaoto trliNil ~iddp 
110r dou the poa-111111 of c:alf.f'onlh llaolta •toM -nrllr -title 
tha ...._. __. ,...._ to au -..nea. 
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Kelsey, C. E. 
1971 Census of Non-Reservation California Indians, 

1905-1906. University of California, Department of 
Anthropology, Archaeological Research Faciliaty. 
Berkeley. 
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U.S.D.I., United States Indian Service 
1916 Census of the Indians in and near Paskenta, Tehama 

County, California. Submitted by u.s. Indian Service, 
Special Indian Agent, John J. Terrell. Manuscript on 
File at California Indian Legal Services, Paskenta 
File, Oakland, CA •• [Original from National Archives, 
Record Group 75, Bureau of Indian Affairs.) 
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•-i\ I !•l-<'ll Vi I til;;. lf'f tt;.., Vf"\ 

UNITED STATES I~JDIAN SERVICE 

Cenaua o! the !djiar~ in ar.d noa: Pae~enta,faha~ County,C~lifornia 

J:>hn Jordan, age 53, ... i!e llanoy 53 ar.J. one a on, Ei., age 231 a. 
Ed Jordan, 33 ar.d wite Dr\l.ll1llo. 23 o.r.d d.au.. Elane or.e year old., 3. 

Cr.& Uta John Jordan have t~Jee grar~vjildren,a raise~ by thee 
ar.d one ;y ~other who ie likely to atanJon e~e aoon,v1z: 
Frank, 151 Johny 14 and Elr:.or Jord!Ul 91 3. 

Ji!::; P:ree:::.aa oo,•ife l.!ollia 46 .1:-..::. :5 "hild.re::,.3 o.;n a..'ld 3 atp .. , 
o;;n,Fann1t-lta.rr1ld,- tfau<io 28,-r.:ar:::-i~d.- and Albittt 34;atpa.'l..,. 
Bardio 141 W1ll1t 13 and. Riohlll"d. 7~Free!~) 8 .. 

Uarion Silulon. 33, Nile Fannb So & 1 child, S1lveatltt la, a. 
. . 9 

Etn Aylra 401 ni!e Uaudt 28 and. 2 ohildrtn,Ua.ude & EValin& 61 4. 

Diolc itagle.n4 50, .Yih Ann 4a and. 4 nhildnn, Jill1t lS,Jil:: 16, 
ill en 14. ar.d llllolt Jr. 7,. 6. 

llra Ellen J~e• 60 and eon Jeaay Ja~oa 3l,aingle, a. 
Johny Carroll 68,x1te Nettie 40(no Children} a. 
Domineok H.uting 68, fa,e:r o! Ne!.~.~-~. Curol~,. 1. 

Ar.d:relf J'roeman 45,.w1:te ~ 3 Ohildren1 l.!able 15 & ~~ 4. 

Joe J'reecan aa(haa a «hite waite) 

!!nery !'%oe~.:&n 3'71 d:h Lula 36 & 1 ~ild.,'lhee.dol' s. 

Jot Bto•n 49,.11itl Sarall. 48 & nephOll Niol:lt Brown 121 

•unolt ~•t• ~itdh•ll-•idowcr 701 

1!:t'a 1fary Ha.ywood. "<l an4 e ohilctnllt Ecl.lth aa,Alvy a1, 
Oooar l9,Rtna. l6,Rud. 9 an.1 Renatt 31 

total s 

. :p/~·v J>.~~r..e£t: 
Reepeotfully tubm~tted. r~ 

· eoia~ Aaent. ~ 

lq lh ~SuS ~s IAk~ 

~CCctJ,., r, f.vel'lfdt.s 41-f A6l! 
. ~rt?-lf?l¥ 

f!.;r"Z..-
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Lipps, 0. H., and L. F. Michaels 
1920 Lipps - Michaels Survey of Landless Nonreservation 

Indians of California, 1919-1920 for the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs by 0. H. Lipps, Superintendent and 
L. F. Michaels, Special Supervisor. Manuscript on 
File at California Indian Legal Services, Paskenta 
File, Oakland, CA. [Original from National Archives, 
Record Group 75, Bureau of Indian Affairs.] 
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Zc!·ools: At. tile ort!.c:t ot tilt> Cour.t:r Su~rin­
ter. .. nt nf ::lchonls, H YBS fOUl:<'! tlv t thb County- h!l 

ed but 3'1 minors or Indian h}ood, Ar.d that I 
ch!lfren we-re adi"'J t.te~ t.n t~fl schonls of n!t;r 

thout Pn1 ~ueat!on •t Rll. It r.l~o w rour.d th•t 
1r.any Of P. pu ·>iln :r'8!•Ch.:>tl t~l' P. ~ ("f:t h ..,:ra('e ";I , o Ver• cS8 
s::holars~' • 7."e sr.ould be P. little .,<re 11· nl with 
the pa~~t t tuition. 

Roc\alt.h: 1'he Co ty 
elentlon, the sen~N'l he 
tuberculoa1a !a fryu~. 
ln tact, there !a ~ qu 
cases ot th!s disease 
The Count7 hospital 
but the In~1sns 1 
of hospital ~ei 
o1der people. 

t; 

lfeed !'he County givea olllft af. to the needy, 
pr!nelpall to those who are old and unal:i t..-, work; the t 
,1:nount a ed is not sutrlei~n* to meet tli r .needs an4 · 
:t. tall pon friends and rel,.tlvea to aid t. • who.,. 
t.he:?Jae ea be in r"thf'..l' l!:m!. ted c!rc\VI'.at~tr.ce :l. 

! t would be no 'l1IOre than r! ,.rt 11nc.' proper 
the Count7 allow~nce Yit~ an eqUPl ~mL~ or 

l1l Federal a wroprhted tu."''da ~or suet purposes. 

'l'eh•• Cfluntz. 

· 'l'ehau Count7 has t1 •rr.r ••11. Ind!al" populatle­
of not to e:xeeed 90 people. he hrge11t. camp ta •t · · 
Paskenta, where ther 11ve on the ~.nc!rew PreeNn hol!ll'stead, 
a !ull blont4 No:wlekle, wl:.o still J"'!'tUna eo ac~fl ot a 
130 ;ere ~e& homesteed. 

Some t1:'!1e rgo he sold eo Perea to t\nother !ncHan 
~f the na~e ot John Jordan, who by t~ri~t and ir.~ustr7 
~.:;s sccu:mtli'!.ted cora!<!Prl'blt'! property aN! additoral.Jand. 

'!'he general cor.d1t1ona 1n thi's camp Are very 
:!:"!aatlst:~ctory trom a health Bnd aanltat1on st.ar.dpotnt .. 
'i'l':<lir houses --re small and poorl7 constructe<' P~ the land 



l. 

2. 

3. 
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Uv.:-l.r hOcRS 1:; G~l!.t.to barren. ·, 

\ Ellen - 85- tullblood No~lek1e 
Jl"sse Ja::-.ea - 35 son - tullblooc!' Jloi'W!!'I.ak!e 

Son is f!-117 laborer; !"lathl"r slck 1W~th 
r:het!...,· tls::~. Count:r ohsrr:e ~1'.00 per :Tlo. 

D!ck Raelan - or.e-h•lr fintnon~ 
Ar:n Raglan - 60 one-halt lfo:lll!lakle, 

Ellen - 24 - 3/4 No~l•k1e 
W111t .. 20 • ' ~· 
Jt. 20 • . w 
D!ck- 13 - •· • 

T>a '!" la bol"el'. 
Cla1s lou of u tee ho.atead thr~h tlebt. 
about 3 'J&I'l"S 11go. J• lfn witiot Eilen ~nd 
Andrew F:rellllln part ot ·ibe tllre. 

J.n(,rew I':l:"f!em.an - 50 - .tull!tloN'! Xo!¥blc:te 
1(2 Beckie Sil:l.,Ta - 38 -

A !,'!"Me~ •ught.P-l"- 5 -
Shllr'!Un - son - 3 - It 

Oa11 ~ • 1 • 
Hu.aband arne land aM Y~te bas 
1nhertted 1ntel"ffat• on the Rotldll 
Valley ReserYatton. 

• 
" • 
• 

l 
.' 

.f. lrill1al'l Raglan - 25 - 1/2 lfb\toon 
Yllbel Raslan - 1.8 - t'ullbl~ JIONlald.e 

I:rY!ns -scm ... z 

r.ay L!lbOI'er - abeepberCiel" 
Jo hol!l&, no lane!. 

B. BUlle l'reellllln - 60 - Pullbloot ll0i"1Cbk1e 
.)(ollte. l're.tl'llllD - 5V " . ·" 

Step children . 
~rtha Joe 11 Roun4 VAl~ey Publlo School 
WoodT Joe 7 • " " ... 
Rutb Joe fl At Bo!!:e 

·wnHe Pree:'l~n 16 ., 
:?.ichl'l:-d " 'll Pl'lskent.A PubHc !.'ichool 
Bert.le s~DI'IOI'HI 18 Full-blood Nomole.lde 
Ch .. l"lotte S!l"'.'!IOns 2. 

'l'h!s tim 117 )Uie a sma 11 two roo!ll hou:;e, 
poorly furnished. Day bbor~l"s. 
Ch1rlea Simrnona seplllrated tr~ h!s wite !ertie. 

:n. 
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6 John Jo~an w 60 fullblood };omolakJ ft 
L1.U1!! Jo~ar 60 l/2 

~~a lar.~. Oood homft. 

13. Gloriana :Preti~D Gors - 28 - tullt.-lood Nomolakte 
HeM!IIIn Gorg - 7 - eon 
Joe Go:rg · - 4 - " 

• Alv!n - & mon~~J - •~ 
Hud~nd cUed, Ltve at. Grl~st.one. Fall" hOIIle-. 
C"lvin Jones - 19- l/2 Jomolak!e 

.Halt broth6r to Gloriana . . 
'l'h!a ta:~dly llvea on the Brownell Ranch 
where the,- are employed. lJaye l1veCI here 
tor • nUMber or :rea:ra. '.l'he1' belong to the 
?aakf'nta group. 
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!o. J'J! P.r ,~.,- - 'IE- - 1~ r~:-:ellll-!e 
::!.c; · ~l~s ;:l:-oJ~r.•- 16 - hephe .. 
J,! ·:eo r. t 'j'r !" ~ ·.11. • 

::r,s. pro;A"t'tr c-r h\.r o;,n. PR: hbe'Nir. 
~ire ~ir?. rPc~rtly. 

16. Ben ~o.,.,.,. - 43 • 1/2 f.omob.l-:1e \ 
. .· ~ud ,.,~r - 14- '(4 Mo::tobk1e 1 · . 

,. !:vt:~Un• - 10- • 
Fn~1ly dr1~t9. Teh~na part ot tt~ t~~. 
7.1te cead. fa7 laborer. Gtrls ~ant tn · 
so t.o nJ.~.ra14fl achool •. 

1'7 •• nm Sa!.tl: - 60 - llillblood JiOMOlakle 
~at.er U - aon - -not !A jthoOl . 
.J)Qel.J.a - · 1J ... ··~w..r .• ·-. . ; ,, ·, 
·Jio hoM. - -dl"!r\. ·At Clrb:1aat~ :~ t1 
the t!JQt. Cb!lch,.n pt ~~eant. at.te·nt•on. 

. · ~ &Qr.nt.a group 1•. in ~ ot l..aM 1'~ b'W · ·. -
It. b .~ ~t•'.d :ittat. · .tt.- ~-'~tel'ie·•Otll4 ---~- -~ . .... r·~ 
o r.\1.1 . . ~_:::~ .~·.; , . co:-- . . . ·- -- ---~~,-.;:'!":' . · . 

·- .,._,-{;·-~~~--") .... -=. - -~-~~Ai~·-·:·.: ·=.-.. . . - . . 
· . . ,: .. ~--~ ,. homeateecl ot 160 ~rH ecHo~Intr. . Qlh > , 

..-Utap ~~:~•· ·~ ttouaht ·ICJJ' ' 'IIbaut $2500. "lt. ~• ft.!~·· :: ·. 
'~-~~~ ~- .icrM ca-n M borl!atfltl •. 1'b.tiJ ~han 
'I:'OUU eol'N -~);Jie; ~leu lM51an PJ"'blea ln 'fehal'lla 'CO\U\t7. 
A ~·cnabl,-;_~wnt. ahoul4_ 1M llllnle a-n!l11ble tor howte~ _..te. 

_ ". ·: · ~~nt~~-;::~ lf!la 6eneral bedth ·or t.t.e inr.t•~• rri Utt~ · -· 
VW-~~ ~~~-; .19 -t.r.aeha. ••• ·cteeJ-Yed.·. ., . . ·· ·. ~' . .t 

.t~t . ·;:~ ·:-~·, ~ . ..;-.- : __ -_f:~~:~· .. . . . : -- . . . . . . ' : . . 
· , :·· · we..,-r Yh!'ee old people han • lltODUslJ' -llow.,oe . .. · 
ot ·$6.00 ~.,. t.J!tt eounq-.. ~· •wnt. u n~ aat.no.ten~ · t.a :· 
::~a•t. .. ~ .. 1,. ~J,..dh.W Deed~~. : · . ,,. · ' · · · · ·. :· . 

. , ... 

·: ·. · Soh~l.a z '1'he pa1-11a aohoola fre oper, \o J)! In4J u 
aJ\!ldren anll the;r •re •de weolo0111e. ~· ta ~lc\Jbi-lJ'- · . 
t.r-.... . ot t•• ln an4 ~- Paakent.a. . ' · · · 

.Oletm ~oant.z •. · 
tilts .,.omit.J 1~:'~re4i~ ln the l9lo -~na- Wit.ll 

~4 Ind!•ne. be7 aN loet~ted on 'ldult. 1e known •• tbe · 
Or~tndatone ~ncherla, wh1oh constats ot 80 acres an4 1e . 
eredtt.ed wlt.h a populFtion or 66 pepple. It 1s quite · 
possible thPt part ot the Paskenta sroup are jncluded 
1~ the en~ratlon. 

Abnut 1& aerea are suitable for cultivation. · ~ 
rest. te P' eture 11r.d wood bnc'!. Thelr great neecl 1s Wll'lter 
tor tbelr gardena .and some lumbar tor lmprcwlna the houab18 
conc!lt1ona. 

33 
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Kriegh and Miller 
1922 Paskenta Indians Census Made Jany. 23, 1922. 

Manuscript on File at California Indian Legal 
Services, Paskenta File, Oakland, CA. [Original from 
National Archives, Record Group 75, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs.] 
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PASKENTA IHDIAMS 
CENSUS UAD~ JAHY. 23,1922 
b;y XJUEGH AlfD lULLER: 

A;yera, Ben, 42 ;yra. 
Eval;yn J.;yera1 c!a\l. 1 12 ;yrs • 
Uo\ld J.;yera, c~u. lo ;yre, · 

Freemon, William 
rreeman, KollieLwife: 

Bll'tia .ratmaa, 21, 4~u. 
Willie .rreeman, 18.a eon. 
Jliohal't . h~UIIlD, lu, eon • 

• . r.o- • 

hanks 1 Albert 
PrUlke, lire • Albert (Ill en Ragl.an4) • 

Raatinga, DOlllin1ot, aae 75 ;yre. 

Sames, .reset, 
St1111es, Bllen (his ~ther J. 
Jordan, Ea 28 ;yre, 
Jordan, Trloilla, wl~, 26, 

Bloine Jordan, c!ou., 7 yre. 
Artbir Jor4an, eon, •• 

Jordan, Joha ~5 ;yra. 
Jordu, Liu1t 1 w1~, 60 yra, 

Joe, J'r0Dk1 about 41 
Joe. i'annie. wife. a. 
Drl, .To!m '10 yra, 
Drl, lett{e, 45 (ct ... Dominlot B'aa'Unge) 

llltobell1 lett, abov.t 80 71'•• 
lblglanl 1 D1ot 
Raglanl 1 ADH, wU'e, 
Ragl.aDI, Diot, IOJ'lt, liS yre. 

Three In4ian h~a on the plaoe with plent;y room 
for several moore. SCiile goo4 lnn4 it water na 
gotten tor lt • .ti. tine place fort hese Indiana. 

E. X. lf. 
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u.s. Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1932 Indian Census Roll. Census of the Indian Tribe of the 

Paskenta Rancheria of the Sacramento, California 
jurisdiction, as of February 5, 1932 taken by W. S. 
Kriegh, Senior Clerk. Manuscript on File at 
California Indian Legal Services, Paskenta File, 
Oakland, CA •• [Original from National Archives, 
Record Group 75, Bureau of Indian Affairs.] 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, Mr. Quesenberry, you have made some 
very good suggestions. What you are basically saying is that we 
have two unique cases and that it makes sense to move both on 
a fast track. Is that what you are saying? 

Mr. QUESENBERRY. That is correct. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Now Chief, or Chairman Weaver, your Rep-

resentative in Congress is Mr. Fazio, as I understand it? 
Mr. FREEMAN. Yes, that is correct. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Is he supportive of this effort? 
Mr. FREEMAN. We met with him yesterday, and basically the in­

dication we get from his office is that they will be supportive. They 
would like some direction from the subcommittee as to whether 
they are willing to add the Paskenta Band. I believe that Congress­
man Fazio will support it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, I think that it is very important that you 
get the support of the local Member of Congress from the area. 

And Mr. Johnson and Mr. Houghton are going to facilitate a 
meeting with the BIA or, as I understand it, the Assistant Sec­
retary, to see if we can get a decision, a quick decision on the 
Paskenta, and see if we can add it to the Auburn bill. 

Now, let me say something about the Auburn issue. I don't need 
to ask you any questions because you have made very convincing 
cases. 

The case is historical, it is economic, it is sociological, it is politi­
cal-that you deserve recognition. So I am going to pledge to you 
that this House of Representatives-this subcommittee and this 
full committee and then the full House will pass a recognition bill 
for you by the 15th of July of this year. 

So, I would like to add the Paskenta too, but I don't want to keep 
the Auburn off track. But I would hope we can move ahead with 
the Paskenta, your discussions there, because it seems to me it is 
a compelling case also. 

Without question, the Auburn case is crystal clear and it is just 
a question of logistics, and we will assist in making sure that the 
Senate, the other body, moves also. 

Well, thank you all. 

PANEL CONSISTING OF HON. FRAMON WEAVER, TRIBAL 
CHIEF, MOWA BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS, MOUNT VER­
NON, AL; HON. JOHN RIVERS, TRIBAL JUDGE, MOWA BAND 
OF CHOCTAW INDIANS, MOUNT VERNON, AL; AND, HON. 
JAQUELINE MATTIE, TRIBAL mSTORIAN, MOWA BAND OF 
CHOCTAW INDIANS, BIRMINGHAM, AL 

Mr. RICHARDSON. We will now move on to panel number 3, the 
Honorable Framon Weaver, Tribal Chief, Mowa Band of Choctaw 
Indians, Mount Vernon, Alabama; the Honorable John Rivers, Trib­
al Judge, Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians, Mount Vernon, Ala­
bama; the Honorable J aqueline Mattie, Tribal Historian, Mowa 
Band of Choctaw Indians from Birmingham, Alabama. 

Welcome to the subcommittee to the Choctaws, the Mowa Band 
of Choctaw Indians. Let me first mention that we will proceed with 
Chief Weaver. Is it Fraymon or Framon? 

Mr. WEAVER. Framon. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Framon. Please proceed, Mr. Tribal Chief. 



402 

STATEMENT OF BON. FRAMON WEAVER 

Mr. WEAVER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am Framon Weaver, 
the Chief of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians. My people have 
remained in north Mobile County and south Washington County, 
Alabama, as well as other counties throughout southwest Alabama 
since the 1830 Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek was first signed. 

Article 14 of this treaty between the Choctaw Nation and the 
United States of America provided for those members of the Choc­
taw Nation that chose not to immigrate West could remain in Ala­
bama and Mississippi. This treaty also stated each person who 
elected to stay would retain their citizenship in the Choctaw Na­
tion but would not share in the annuity. 

The State of Alabama first recognized the rights of the Choctaws 
in Alabama in 1832. This was an Act passed by the Alabama Legis­
lature to annex the Indian lands that were ceded by the treaty. 
This Act provided that we did not have to pay taxes to the State, 
that we could live under our own laws and customs. It also stated 
that we did not have to serve in the military, nor did we have to 
work on roads, bridges or other State projects. 

The landmark case of Wall v. Williams recognized the sovereign 
rights of the Choctaws in Alabama once again. This decision ruled 
that the Choctaws did not have to give up their right to be part 
of the Choctaw Nation by remaining in Alabama. And unlike the 
Creek and the Cherokee, the Choctaw could meet in council and 
live under their own laws and customs. 

The Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek recognized the rights of the 
Choctaw to remain in Alabama to govern themselves and to live 
under laws and customs of the Choctaw Nation. Agents of the Unit­
ed States refused to recognize most of the Choctaw land claims. It 
was guaranteed to the Choctaw people that those who chose to re­
main in our native Alabama could receive certain grants of land. 

Many attempts were made to get the United States to honor the 
terms of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. In 1836 my great­
great-great grandfather, Chief Peter Cole, testified before the Sen­
ate of the United States, trying to get the terms of the treaty hon­
ored. Peter Cole never did see any results of his great efforts. 

And efforts were made on behalf of the Choctaw people by our 
Tribal Chiefs and many white leaders as well. We had correspond­
ence with the Department of Interior through 1860 on a regular 
basis. The Bureau of Indian Affairs did little more than make 
empty promises and pay lip service to any real lasting solutions to 
the problems of the Choctaw people. 

In most recent times the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians have 
taken control of our own destiny. The tribe adopted a constitution 
in 1977 and updated it in 1991. We have an 11-member Tribal 
Council, a Tribal Chief and Tribal Judiciary. The State of Alabama 
reaffirmed its recognition of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians in 
1979 by creating the Mowa Choctaw Indian Commission, and a 
1981 Attorney General's opinion confirmed the fact that the State 
of Alabama did indeed recognize the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indi­
ans as the same feople that were subject to provisions of Article 
14 of the Treaty o Dancing Rabbit Creek. 

Washington County, Alabama, has never taxed any lands that 
make up the Mowa Choctaw Reservation. When the Mobile County 
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Revenue Commissioner attempted to put reservation land on their 
tax rolls, the Alabama Revenue Commissioner issued an opinion 
that. exempted all land that make up the Choctaw Reservation 
from taxation. 

The Mobile County and Washington County Health Departments 
recently signed a cooperation agreement recognizing the sovereign 
status of the Mowa Choctaw Tribal G:>vernment. Each agency 
agreed to provide inspection services at the request of the Tribal 
Chief or his agent. The tribal police have cross federalization agree­
ments with Washington County Sheriffs Office and the Mobile 
County Constable's office. 

Mr. Chairman, 23 Choctaw people from our communities pooled 
their resources so they could attend the hearing here today, and 
you can see them represented behind me. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs stated earlier in their testimony an 
estimate of 3 years for the Federal G:>vernment to recognize the 
Mowa band of Choctaw Indians. 

Even after this there is still a 1-year comment period, and if we 
are turned down, the appeal process is back to the same people 
who turned us down in the first place. 

So, in closing, I would like to say that my people have waited for 
more than a century and a half for the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek to be honored by the United States. The same country that 
many of my people have taken up arms to defend. I think, Mr. 
Chairman, it is time for the United States to live up to its obliga­
tion to all Choctaw people, not just the ones in Oklahoma and Mis­
sissippi. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman for this opportunity to present our 
views. 

[EDITOR'S NOTE.-Prepared statement and exhibits in their en­
tirety may be found in the committee's files.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thank you. 
[Prepared statements in support of S. 282 and cover page of each 

volume of exhibits follow:] 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF 

S.362 (S.282} PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

FOR FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF 

MOWA CHOCTAWS OF ALABAMA 

Framon Weaver 
Tribal Chief 
t-fowa Choctaws 
Alabama 
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STA'I'QEM'1' OF JACI!j EDWARDS 
MBMBJR OF COJIGRESS POR ua,nw 1965-1985 

I first became aware of the Choctaws of north Mobile and 

south Washington counties in Alabama, who have as a modern 

designation adopted the name MOWA's, in 1964, as I traveled the 

district which I served as a United States Congressman for twent 

years beginning in 1965. At that time, I was approached by 

Gallasneed Weaver, one of the MOWA community leaders, inquiring 

about federal assistance for education and other programs to 

improve the plight of his people. I was, at first, surprised to 

learn that there were Indians living in my district and then 

concerned upon becoming aware about the conditions under which 

the MOWA's existed. 

The MOWA Choctaws reside in a relatively isolated rural 

area in a series of contiguous communities made up almost 

exclusively of their people. As I learned in my interaction with 

the MOWA Choctaws and through my study of their community, these 

Indians for many years isolated themselves as a result of the 

discrimination that they suffered in their attempts at contact 

with the non-Indian world. For example, although several 

chemical companies were the predominant employers in south 

Washington and north Mobile counties when I became a Congressman, 

these chemical plants would not hire the MOWA Choctaws. One of 

my acts on behalf of the MOWA Choctaws was to intervene with 

these chemical plants and persuade them to hire these Indians. 
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In so doing, it was apparent to me that the MOWA Choctaws were 

recognized, and had been recognized, as Indians by members of the 

area where they resided, separate and distinct from other ethnic 

groups of that area. Unfortunately, that recognition had 

frequently led to discrimination, as was the case when the MOWA's 

originally sought employment in the chemical plants in their 

community. 

I also learned in my study of the MOWA Choctaws that their 

recognition as a separate Indian community in the south 

Washington and north Mobile county area was not something of 

recent development. Timber producers of those counties had long 

been aware of the MOWA Choctaws, knew of their separate 

community, and knew the leaders of these Indians, as reflected by 

the fact that these timber producers would approach the MOWA 

tribal leaders and negotiate with them for labor to be provided 

by the entire MOWA community. I also, of course, became aware of 

the separate schools that the MOWA's had established for their 

tribal members, as well as the churches that they had established 

dating back to the early 19th century. 

During my tenure in Congress, the MOWA Choctaws, although 

limited by their very scarce resources, worked to develop 

information necessary to seek governmental recognition as an 

Indian tribe and community. In 1979, the MOWA Choctaws were 

recognized as an Indian tribe by the state of Alabama. During 

this same time period, the MOWA Choctaws worked and employed the 
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services of experts to develop what has now become the massive 

amount of information, proof and documentation required to submit 

their petition for recognition as an Indian tribe to the federal 

government. Unfortunately, as we all know, the substantial 

effort and expense that preparation of a federal recognition 

petition requires is only the beginning of that process. As 

Senator Inouye has reported, there were, as of February 3, 1989, 

over one hundred petitions for acknowledgment pending within the 

offices of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, with the BIA completing 

a review on average of only two petitions a year. Senator 

Inouye's analysis also estimated that the average cost of 

completing a petition for acknowledgment is approximately 

$250,000. The MOWA Choctaw community consists of only 

approximately 5000 individuals, most of whom have very limited 

financial resources as a result of years of discrimination and 

limited educational opportunities. The financial burden, alone, 

of the administrative process for tribal recognition may well be 

prohibitive for this legitimate Indian tribe. 

The irony of the MOWA's being required to undergo the 

administrative process for tribal recognition is that they have 

already been Congressionally recognized and would continue to be 

federally recognized if not for the misfeasance and malfeasance 

of agents appointed by Congress to protect the rights and fulfill 

the obligations owed to these Indians by the United States. 

Indeed, the previous federal recognition of the Choctaw Indians 

of south Alabama is the basis for the MOWA's contention that the 
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adminis.trative process for recognition is inappropriate in their 

case, The MOWA Choctaw's submit, and I believe that a careful 

review of the evidence that they have painstakingly developed to 

date supports them, that the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek 

entered in 1830 between the United States and the Choctaws who at 

that time resided in Mississippi and southern Alabama (the very 

same area occupied by the MOWA's today), mandates their 

recognition and rights as an Indian tribe. That treaty, 

consistent with most other agreements between the United States 

and Indians made at that time, was entered for the primary 

purpose of removing the Choctaws of Mississippi and southern 

Alabama to the west so that the United States could take their 

land. The Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek reserved, however, in 

its Article XIV, the right of any Choctaw who did not desire to 

remove west to stay in their native homeland and provided that by 

so doing, these Indians would •not lose the privilege of a 

Choctaw citizen." The present day MOWA Choctaws are descendants 

of those Choctaws who exercised their rights under Article XIV of 

the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, and have continued the 

Choctaw community, albeit on a smaller scale, that existed in 

southern Alabama at the time of first European contact with that 

area. 

The present day MOWA tribe members can and have traced their 

ancestry back to the signors of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit 

Creek. Their continuous community is established by documentary 

evidence of federal and state government contact by and with 
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tribal ancestors before and after the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 

Creek including land records, other treaties, petitions for the 

honoring of treaties, censuses, court records, military muster 

rolls and school records. In addition, there are various 

accounts of the presence of this south Alabama Choctaw community 

in articles, diaries, books and essays written during the 1800's 

and continuing to the present day. Many of these records and 

documents, however, contain mischaracterizations and 

misclassifications of the south Alabama Choctaws. For example, 

for a period of time the Choctaws were called and written about 

as "cajuns,• a designation given them by a state senator who did 

not know or investigate their origins. Indeed, it is clear today 

that there are not and have never been "cajuns" living in the 

area occupied by the MOWA's. MOWA Choctaws have also been 

designated as black, mulatto and white on various official 

records, although their family names and ancestry, when studied, 

clearly reveal them to be Indians. MOWA Choctaws have also 

attempted, unsuccessfully, to sign on the rolls of other Indian 

tribes, including Cherokees and Creeks, as part of their 

despa:r:ate efforts to gain any sort of aid and assistance. 

The genealogy of the present tribe has been carefully 

prepared. The MOWA tribal ancestry has been carefully studied .. 

It is clear from these efforts that the present day tribe traces 

back to the Choctaws of south Alabama who were signors of the 

Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, who, prior to that treaty, owned 

the land of south Alabama where the modern-day Mowa's presently 
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reside, and who have stayed in their ancestral homeland through 

the present time pursuant to the rights provided by that treaty. 

Indeed, to the extent that there is any confusion about the 

genealogy and historical continuity of the MOWA Choctaws, that 

confusion is the fault of agents of Congress, a fact which once 

again supports the MOWA Choctaw's contention that it is the duty 

of Congress, and not of the BIA, to determine and declare their 

rights. After the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in 1830, 

Congress sent its agent, Colonel William Ward, into MOWA 

territory to compile a roll of those Choctaws who claimed the 

right to continue their south Alabama and Mississippi residence 

under Article XIV of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. If 

Colonel Ward would have performed his duties as instructed by the 

Congress, there would be an undeniable record of the ancestry of 

the present-day MOWA Choctaws. Instead of creating, however, 

what would have been conclusive proof of MOWA tribal existence, 

Agent Ward, who has been historically described as intemperate, 

incompetent and abusive to the Choctaws, left a legacy which may 

well be used by the BIA against the MOWA Choctaws in their 

efforts to obtain tribal recognition. In short, Agent Ward did 

not compile the record ordered by Congress of Choctaws claiming 

under Article XIV of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. As a 

result, Agent Ward's failings have been used by some to argue 

that the very few names which Agent Ward did compile included all 

of the Choctaw claimants that existed at that time, and that the 

modern day MOWA Choctaws whose ancestors do not appear on Agent 

Ward's roll are Indian imposters. 
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Census takers also contributed to whatever confusion 

presently exists regarding the MOWA Choctaws' history and 

continuity of community. Throughout the 1800's and 1900's} 

census records show clear proof of alterations by federal 

government employees to change the ethnic designation of the 

south Alabama Choctaws who registered as "Indians, " to some other 

ethnic designation such as "black," "white," "cajun" or 

"mulatto,• based on the whim, prejudice or ignorance of those 

officials. Moreover, as alluded to above, the MOWA ' s themselves 

sometimes contributed to this confusion by adopting other ethnic 

designations in their attempts to escape the poverty and 

prejudice which was attendant to an Indian classification. 

Indeed, it is sad to say that many of the designations of the 

MOWA Choctaws were the result of any number of factors other than 

historical analysis. All of these problems, though, including 

the poverty of the MOWA Choctaws and the prejudice against them, 

were directly related to their abandonment by the federal 

government. 

Fortunately, other evidence exists, which evidence is 

submitted to you today, to establish the legitimate south Alabama 

Choctaw ancestry of all of the present-day MOWA tribal members. 

The effort to compile this information, however, would have never 

been necessary if Congress' Agent Ward and other agents of 

Congress would have fulfilled their duty to this Indian tribe. 
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Based on the past failings of its agents which has directly 

resulted in the present plight of the MOWA's, I respectfully 

submit that Congress, not the BIA, has the responsibility to 

acknowledge this Indian tribe. Indeed, the BIA may well consider 

itself or take the position that it is powerless to abrogate the 

findings of Colonel Ward, or other agents of Congress, regardless 

of the historical proof of their incompetence or error. 

Moreover, it is the exclusive province of Congress to enforce 

treaties and it is the enforcement of the Treaty of Dancing 

Rabbit Creek that is the issue in the case of the MOWA Choctaws. 

The BIA may well not have jurisdiction to address and resolve the 

question of MOWA Choctaw tribal status. Accordingly, Congress 

should and must declare the MOWA's rights. 

In sum, the MOWA Choctaws are and have been recognized in 

their community throughout recorded history as an Indian tribe. 

They have also been so recognized by the state of Alabama. The 

MOWA Choctaws are recognized by other Indian tribes and national 

Indian organizations as a legitimate Indian tribe. They were 

historically recognized by the federal government until the 

federal government failed in its obligation and commitment to 

preserve the trust that was ensured them by the Treaty of Dancing 

Rabbit Creek. Congress can and should now reverse that 

historical wrong. I thank the MOWA's and this Committee for the 

opportunity to be a part of the effort to accomplish the 

restitution of the MOWA's rightful status. 
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TESTIMONY OF MQWA CHOCTAW CHIEF FRAMON WEAVER 

Mr. Chairman, I am Framon Weaver, Chief of the Mowa Band of 

Choctaw Indians. My people have remained in North Mobile County 

and South Washington County Alabama since the 1830 Treaty of 

Dancing Rabbit Creek. 

Article XIV of this treaty between the Choctaw Nation and 

tne United States of America provided for those members of the 

Choct.aw Nation that chose not to emigrate west could remain in 

alabama and Hississippi. This treaty also stated "each person 

who elected to stay would retain their citizenship in the Choctaw 

Nation but would not share in the annuity.• 

The State of Alabama first recognized the rights of Choctaws 

in Alabama in an act in 1832. This act provided that we did not 

have to pay taxes to the State and that we could live under our 

own laws and customs. It also stated that we did not have to 

serve in the military, nor did we have to work on roads and 

bridges. 

The landmark case of Wall vs Williams recognized the sovereign 

rights of the Choctaws in Alabama once again. This decision ruled 

that the Choct.aws did not give up their rights to be part of the 

Choctaw Nation by remaining in Alabama; that unlike the Creek and the 

Cherokee the Choctaw could meet in council and live under their own 

laws and customs. 
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The Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek recognized the rights of the 

Choctaws remaining in Alabama to govern themselves and to live under 

the laws and customs of the Choctaw Nation. 

Agents of the United States refused to recognize most of the 

Choctaw land claims that were guaranteed to the Choctaw people that 

chose to remain in our Native Alabama. Many attempts were made to 

get the United States to honor the terms of the Treaty of Dancing 

Rabbit Creek. 

In 1836 my great, great, great, grandfather, Chief Peter Cole, 

testified before the Senate of the United States trying to get the 

terms of the treaty honored. Chief Peter Cole never did see any 

results of his great efforts. 

Many efforts were made on behalf of the Choctaw people by our 

tribal chiefs and many white leaders as well. We had correspondence 

with the Department of the Interior through 1860 on a regular basis. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs did little more than make empty promises 

and pay lip service to any real lasting solutions to the problems of 

the Choctaw people. 

In more recent times the MOWA Band of Choctaw Indians have taken 

control of our own destiny. The Tribe adopted a constitution in 1977 

and updated it in 1991. We have an eleven member Tribal Council, 

Tribal chief and the Tribal Judiciary. 

2 
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The state of Alabama reaffirmed it's recognition of the MOWA 

Band of Choctaw Indians in 1979 by creating the MOWA Choctaw Indian 

commission. A 1981 Attorney Generals opinion confirmed the fact that 

the State of Alabama did indeed recognize the MOWA Band of Choctaw 

Indians as the same people that were subject to provisions of Article 

XIV of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 

Washington County Alabama has never taxed any of the lands that 

make up the MOWA Choctaw Reservation. When the Mobile County Revenue 

Commissioner attempted to put reservation land on their tax rolls the 

Alabama Revenue Commissioner issued an opinion that exempted all 

lands that make up the Choctaw Reservation from taxation. 

The Mobile County and Washington County Health Departments 

recently signed a cooperation agreement, recognizing the sovereign 

status of the MOWA Choctaw Tribal Government. Each agency agreed to 

provide inspection services at the request of the Tribal Chief or his 

agent. The Tribal Police also have cross deputization agreements 

with the washington County Sheriff's Office and a Mobile County 

Constable's office. 

In closing, I would like to say that my people have waited for 

more than a century and a half for the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek 

to be honored by the United States, the same country many of my 

people taken up-arms to defend 

3 
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I think, Mr. Chairman, it's time for the United States to live 

up to its obligation to all Choctaw people, not just the ones in 

Oklahoma and Mississippi. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for this opportunity to present our 

case before your committee. 

4 
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~ "MOWA Sau<lvfOiu<:lllw ln~I•M ll.eeosnillOn Act,• and lllCUMialit.ll tlilo U.S. l':ongr<'.ss 
t<> enOK:t IlK: ~~~~i~Miw1. 
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MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 

OF'"fl'iCE OF THC SltCRETAAY 

DECLARING THAT ALL FEDERAL AND STATE ACTS 
AND JUDICIAL DECISIONS PERTAINING TO CHOCTAW INDIANS 

ARE REAFFIRMED AND DECLARING THAT ALL STATE 
AND COUNTY AGENCIES SHALL 1JE BOUND BY THOSE 
FEDERAL AND STATE ACTS AND JUDiCIAL DECISIONS. 

By Senator Lindsey 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA, BOTH 
HOUSES THEREOF CONCURRING, That the Legislature hereby declares that 
all federal and state acts and judicial decisions pertaining to the Choctaw 
Indiana within the boundaries of the State of Alabama are reaffirmed. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we further declare that all state 
and county agencies shall be bound and subject to all federal and state acts and 
judicial decisions pertaining to Choctaw Indians residing within the State of 
Alabama. 

I hereby certify that the above is a 
true, correct and accurate copy of 
Senate Resolution No. 4, filed with 
the Senate of Alabama on January 
11,1994. 

M~~¢£ 
Secretary of Senate 
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D.law.,• rnr.. 

a1U»f0.ARI!A 
Oauall t,. Brown. Sr 
Nonhttm All~ Tn-o. 

JUNIAUAREA 
willM:ayo 
T.enana trib• 

MiNHIAP"OLII AMI\ 
Hll.try Waukau 
~Triblt 

MuSKOGII: ARIA 
HarryF.Gfln'IOrt 
QuftplwTri~ 

NOATMI.UTIAN AfltEA 
Lar~ti~M 
S.nt'Ca'Drion 

.-..oiNIX AlltiA 
HarriMTcuct 
TchtlrtO O'odham NlhQrt 

POATI.ANDARU 
jiJ90eLaO"ut 
QuirtauttNation 

SACJIJAMIHTO AftiA 
Oaa.Ats~+ng 
Hoo~ V.U.y tribft 

SOUTHIA&TI"N Aile.&. 
BlllyCyprns 
,w,·evD•vll .. triM 

Chief Framon Weaver 
P.O. Box 119 

January 3, 19RB 

Mcintosh, Alabama 36553 

Dear Chief Weaver: 

The legislative road to federal recognition is a 
laborious one which does not end with the approval 
of the act of Congress. There are the appropriations 
hurdles and the seemingly endless barriers of the 
various bureaucracies, particularly those of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. It is often difficult to 
maintain appropriate diplomacy throughout it alL b11t 
that is perhaps the most essential ingredient to a 
successful effort. 

Anything that I might do to make your journey a bit 
easier, I would be pleased to do. 

You and the Mowa Band of Choctaw have the support of 
the National Congress of American Indians membershin. 
If I need to call on their support at various staqes, 
you only need to let us know what would best help. 

! look forward to working with you on these imrv)\'' ""HI! 

matters • 

Aho. 

Sincerl?-ly, 

______ .,.,._~ 
Suzan Shown Harjo 
Executive Director 

1: \. 

lii'H 1) STREET, XE .• \Y.\SHl:"GTO:", D I. ''1'111'':. 1''<•'?1 II·,, !i'! 
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- tBift~~J, (< J111/irtn~ t~ ~:l~uiAiflll(u 
P.O. BOX :111 

MARkSVIllE,IOIJISIAtiA 711~1 
(318) 2'11 971,7 

,lui y I ', I 'I'll 

Honorable lli'lniel ''"'"Y"• f.l<>rP>I "' 
Chairman, SPlect Cmnmi t t ..,., 

on Intll"n 1\ffalt s 
848 lt&l:t. i'luildln<J 
Washington, 0 c 20510 f>1">n 

Attn: t.enna Ioka 

Dear Senator Inouye: 

As Chairman of the T•mica·-Ri lox I Tril>'l, I wi ~It In f'xpH•ss our 
full support of the Mowa nand of Cho..t·;>w ludl:"ln~ in lh'lir efforts 
to gain Federal recognition. 

We have been wl t.ness over the yea 1" 1., I ""it "' tuggte to 
maio_tain and preserve t.heir r:nltnral ldenl il y "" "11'11 lve 1\merican 
tribe, and realize the importance of their •tnesl for recognition 
as such by the federal government. As Chllltman nf a tribe which 
received its federal recognition as recen11y as 19!!1, Tam all too 
aware of just how difficult. tnis struggle Is, Rn•l of t'.hA many hours 
of' work that must be put lnto proving some~h I 119 t n nt·hers that we 
feel so natural about. 

We hope that your Committee wlll give its earnest 
consideration to the efforts ot' Alabama'" nowa Rand of Choctaw 
Indians in its petition for recognition, thereby anau\ing it to 
begin its journey toward a better standard of living for ita 
members and the establishment ot' futnr~ gnlll-t fnr the tribe. 

Slncet'!'ly. 

d. t;l .1 [J 
l'f{l• ((I Ul • (f·y .~. 

F.;arl ,T, n-nbt\' r~, 

r:ha I,"' '"' 
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/-?rmrt:/, /Jrwd o/ Cru!k.f 
I(A £ ~ 1; ~to 'fl0l( £4S't OJ '\'l'ff Ml\li$S.IJI'"I ~NC: 

, . ,, TII18A1. CCIUN~'Il OFFICES. 
ll~l•:. 8•• ?<l·A A'TMOiiE, Al.ABAMA lHOl 

Tt:Lf"I'HONE C2Cil l•l 01J' 

Mr. rramon weaver 
Mowa Band of Ohoctav Indiana 
P.O. !lox 2U 
Mclntoah, Al l655l 

June ao, 1981 

I 
\\C.H 8. 

f
~.1. 

/,p ·6.·.-- -
' 

0 "'' ~ ~ '(,*'' 
CR~ 

I 

·R£: POARCH CREE~ P£COONIT!O~ 

Thll letter 18 ~o rormclly ••k roue tribe ln th• •plrit of 
Indian brotherhood, support our ettoru for ,'Federal Recogni tl on. 
Aa atued provloualjl in my phon• ron,,.rsatlon lhlh you ~$ Tribal 
'hairman of the Poarch eand of Creeks. T would reques~ on b~half 
ot my Tribal council our lxeeutivl Otrecto~ and entire member­
ship that yoa woul~ send a Jetter to the eure•u ~t Jndlan ~ffoi•• 
ill l~ashingeon, D.c. supporting ~ht PoHch Band oC Creek's pe~!tion 
tor f~denl lltr'~"ll"it!on. 'l'l•<> ~<ld:e.oa h Un1t<11d !!tate& Department 
of 'the Interior, l!urea11 of Indian 1\tfa!trt. Washington D.c. 20245. 

lie u Native !lmerlcana nnl'&t ·•ock together to protect our 
right-. : assure yo~ that It you •s•ist ua with our ttrug~l• for 
l'&<leru Re<:e>qnl t1on you can c:ount vn u• ~o be thou vhen rot~r 
i'etiti<:>n i·& rudy roc ccns!deution by B,.R. 

1 hope ~o s~e you 4oon at the IUaloama ln<lians .\Hairs 
co,.,mlssion lfe..,ting. Thank you for your till'e an<l s~pport. 
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July a. 1991 

Hono~ab~• Da~el X. Inouye, Chairman 
Select COIII!Iittaa· on %ncU.an A!fair:a 
838 Kart luildi~s. 
Wttbinaton, D.C. 20510 

Dear Honorablt S~to~ Inouye 

I 111:1 'fll:l.t.f.na .in support! of the bl>WA !and of Choctaw Ind.Unt' nquen fo: 
· Federal Acknowleda~~nan: and Recoanition. 'Iha ~ Choeu.n ne. tha·d$a~ 
~endent• ~~ ;he greae Choeeav t:ibe vbo relidad in what 1a now the atatea 
o! ..Uablrlla, Miu.uatppj. and Louisiltla. 

A• the fitlt member of.the Mieaiaeippi land of Chaeta~ lndtane to ~omplet• 
a 4;ctorate ift !dueactonal Admin1tttation w1th collateral in .~ariean 
Indian Studiea from the Ubiversity of MinneJotl, it 11 my blltel thtt the 
MOWA Band of Choctaw In4ian• have clearly demonatrated 1) historical re­
lationlhip w1th the United State• Qove:nment ar.d.2l anc11tra1 kinship 
Ullt1onahip wi,cll ehoM ChO(t&w Indian• who vere .forced to ttl'lOVe to vhat 
il now the etate of Oklahcma dur1ttg the Indian Removal Period. 

Th£1fcre, ! urp your S\ll!POl't 1n provicU.na Federal Aoicnowle<!sement a."l<i 
i!tcognuon to ~hi !iOWA :!and ot Choctilu !n.diana. Plea11e advise ii you need 
ad.di t.ional informatior.. · · 

Sir:oerely, 

K ~ k tft'<--
Dr. Xt~th K. York 
;!BCI l't1bl1. Counc:ll M6lllbll: 
Pearl i1vtr Choctaw C~ity 

cc : Se:tatcr !hac Ccch:an, Member 
Beltct C~ttee on Indian Atf~irs 
838 Hart Building 
WUhiqton, J).C. 201\0 . 

Lenna M. Aolei 
Seleet CQMmittaa oa Indian A.f!airs 
838 Hart Buil,r.U.na 
Walhinaton, o.c. 20510 

Chief Framon Weaver 
Mr!IIA Band of Choe~aw indiana 
11.0. !ox 268 
Mcintosh, Alabama 

Mr. Ru•••ll Bake~ 
A.lAl:iama Illliian Atfur• 
669 South ta#ttnee Straet 
~ntsomecy, Altba~a J610A 
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Honorable Paniel Ino~ye, Senator 
Chairman, Select Cornrnittae 

on Indian Affairs 
848 H11...:t auild.l.nr,t 
Waahington, D C 20510-6450 

Attn: ~anna loka 

Oear Senator Inouye: 

July 12, 11191 

AI Chairman of the tunioa-ailoxi Tribe, I wiah to express our 
full support of the Mowa Band of Choetaw Indians in their efforts 
to 9ain Federal recognition. 

Me have been witness O'il"er the years to their atru9qle to 
maintain and preserve their cultural identitv as a Native American 
tribe, and realita the importance of thair quest for rao09nition 
•• sueh hy the federal government. Aa Chairman of a tribe which 
received ita federal reeoqnition as recently as 1~81, I am all too 
awar• of ju!llt: how difficult t.hh struqqla is, and of the many hours 
of work that must be put into proving somethinq to others that ve 
t••l so n~t:ural about. 

W• hnpe that your Coa~~~it.te• will give its earnest 
c:onaicleration to t.he efforts ot Alaba.llla' s Mowa Bancl of Choctaw 
Indians ln its petition for recognition, thereby enabling it to 
begin its journ•y toward a better atudard of livini for it• 
me~rs and the eatablishaent ot future qoals for thl tri~e. 

Sincerely, 

£;J;-&Jb.l 
Earl J. Sarbry, Sr. 
Chaiman 



'h• Rcnorabl• Daniel K. 
Chairman, Sen.att Select 

t ndiaft Hf.a i r 11 
united states senate 
Wathinqton, b.c. 20010 

Dear Senatoc Inpuye: 
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.JIMNYll'VANS 
Al"TTOINEY <II':NWI. 
IITolTIOr llliii!Atllll 

July 11, un 

Inouye 
Col!lmhtP.f'! on 

Ret Ftdtra1 recognition for 
MOWll Indiana 

I •• ~rlting to ~tge aupport for paa1&91 of tbe Senate 
!ill '•oavntltnv tht chocta~ Indiana ot ftObile and Wlabington 
countitf~, Al,bama, 

Th!l tribal ~overnmtht li reeo;nittd by the eovereign 
8tlto of Alabaaa and haa b••n known •• a po1£tio•1 •nt~ty tor 
wtll over 150 YIUII in out. 1ta.u. l&eblntton county, which wu 
part of th• or!lt~a1 Cho~tav,ltftd ho1d1~9•t wa• tbe_fitlt 
oountr ••t&blia&e4 when Allb.., btcaae a Jtatt. The Choctaw 
eta an !nduatrioue, coop•ratt~• an~ !ndl~eaoua population, «nd 
1 •trongly urge pa1eagt ot a blll correctino tht injuatioee 
th•Y have 1ono auft•r•~. 

JH!l/(111 
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THI~ITATIHOU•I 

~ontguzn~rv• ~lal.tll!nur lSUI.l 

July a, 1991 

Senator Daniel Inouye, Chairmen 
'en•~• ••lee~ eomml~t .. on Indian A!!aira 
Room 838 
Mart senate Otfice Bvildin; 
Waahington, D.C. a0510 

Dear Senator 1nouy•1 

A• an Al.aban~a con at! t.ut ional oft iear, 1 111 wr 1 tin; to 
expreae •Y aupport of the legielation tntroduced by Bena~r 
~ieherd Shelby and aaaieted by lenator Heflin which prov14ea 
formal recognition of the MOWA Choctaw Indiana ot Ala-ana at 
the ftdarel level. 

The .. i~o.rtant oitiaena of Alabam~ art ao~t 481ervin; 
of thia reo99a1Uon a11d tile Alab111141 Indian At!d.r• 
CQ!Nnilaton and the Altbaa Inttrtr ibal COunoil have botb 
adopt.t ~eeolutiana of aupport wb~oh bave ~n auba1ttl4 to 
tbe tenate Slleot eo-itt.... 'l'h• MCWA Cboot;aw WiaNI 
abould hav. the o~rtunity to reolai• their birthri9ht and 
take their appropriate place .l.n the fabrio of ~doara 
MOilty and hilitory. . 

rour ••rioua oonai«•ratlon in votin; favorably for th1• 
1.,ortant pi~ of 1-oialation will be gr•atly appreciated. 
I£ you beve any qu .. tionl r11Jtrd1n; the Ntt41r, plelle do 
n$t haeitata to let 111 ltftCif u .t will be happy tc anawet any 
qu81tion• you may hew. · 
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ro: 

STATI'! OP ALABAMA 

July t 1 lUl 

Senator Daniel Inouye, Chalrman 
Sonata Select Committe• on Ind£en A!f•i~• 
Room 838 Kart senate ottict Building 
waan1ngton 1 D· c. 

DoNe III~U'I&tor Jnouyer 

-----

It J.• lilY' honor an<l prl.vnege to reoQII!Mnli to you the KOWA 
Choatalf, .l.n SouthwHt Alablllla, tor hd•rd. &'ecogniUo~t aa 111 nation. 

All Weutenant Go·n:IL'nofl.', X hev• bad the pleaaare o.f aee1119 the 
uny valuable aontrJ.blltiou tbe MOWA ChaotAifS hove .. de to 'the 
Jt4te ot Alab--.. T~ have .nriohtd cur he~itage while building 
for th4t future, T!Uiu ded.J.cation. to flraJ.ly an<1 nation a•l.'Vtl• •• an 
ax.aple to all Amer1oan•. 

t beU.ev• tJie KOWA Choctaw ue ct•••rving to be ncognia.S ae 
a nat£01\ by the Feclara1 Go'Je,;nnnt. I woulcl d"ply appr.aiate vouz 
aupport and •••iltanee of thi•·•ndeavor. 

I thank you tn advance for any 11111tanoa you ~ight 91v• in 
thil utltec-. 

W!th warmeet p•r•onal regardt, I ~eMaLn 

S1noerdy, 
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STATE OF ALABAMA -··-.. -" MI:IN'I'GOMIEJIIY UIIO 

Jlll.y 15, l!lti' . 

The Honorable Daniel Inouye, Chairman 
senate Select Oommittee oa %n4ian Affair• 
838 Hart Senate Office Bu1l4in; 
Washin9ton, DO ~OSlO 

Dear Senator Ihouye: 

Ao Governor of thA state of Alabama, I would like to offer my 
sup~rt for Senate Dill 362, Tba M~A land of Choctaw Rtdb;nltion 
Aot, which will reatore the relationlhip between the United Stat•• 
government and thia ;roup of Alabama Choctaw who have lived in 
tiqht.ly-knit Indian eommuniti•• in northern Mobile and 1outharn 
Washin;ton oountiaa for over one•nundred and aaventy Y••••· 

The M~~A Band of Choctaw lndiana 1• r•preienta4 on tb• Alabama 
Indian Affair• commiaaion and the Alabama Intertribal council and 
their leadarahiP 11 ~nown in thi• ofliae. In their petition for 
federal recognition, tbay bave lubmitte4 over 3,000 family qenealogy 
oha:r:u and. an ex~end.ve 'oribal hiatory. 

. Thia tribe juatly deeerve1 the proteetion and IUPpOrt of the 
Vnitt4 $tatel Government, •• it ia a deacen4ant•in•fact of the 
hL•to~~oal Ohootaw NatLon. I am ocnvineed that the MOWA Choctaw 
Tribe, when reoo;ni1ed, will work cooperatively with the State ot 
Al•b•~• in •••urin~ a amooeh transition to federal atatua, 

A• aov~ncr, I cannot intimate boW atrcnqly I feel that the 
MOWA Band of Choctaw ahould bt recognized bY the united St•t•• 
Cov•rnment and I IUPPort WhQleheartedly the eftottl of the Alabama 
Senatore In •••kin; the paaaage of Senate Bill 362. 

With belt peraonal regara, I am 

/Bitt 



........... ·-­'-~~~~•-.--­,,....,~ ..................... --­""""""'...,., 

Mt. Jennie Lee D••• 
!xecutive D1reecor 
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O£C 10 1911 

~'"'~1\11:~~~ 
OEC 1.1 '\981 

-­.. ........... 
.......... ---.Mtl ---·· 

Alabama Indian Affair• Comm:l.saion 
su1ea 111 Par~ Hill O!fiae Pa~k 
Mont loury, AL 36109 

Dear Kl, Dealt 

Indian• • Indica Tr1~•• -
I11ciic Aff&UI eo-ill~ 

Actl 79-343 aa4 79·211 11.a the 
Mowab lat\<l of IacU.aa• 1eaca 
naapiCicm.. 

tou have requaaead the opinion of thia off1cf ta rea~t 
to the ••lid1ei of the ttatua of eha Kovah !cad of Choctaw 

· Indica• 1D Mob 1• tnd Wathinston cowtlu, ID p~ci41&lu 
1~· ~uw•eion is whether thil lead qualifiee ae a tribe 
and therefore may receive federal srane mgner. 

Accordins to f41•9·71)3(a) of t;be Alaba•a Code "llecor.:l.tlon 
of I11diane shall be ac the diacrecion of the Southwe•c A abame 
ll.\diaa Affa1n Coa~~~bdon." Thia Cctaiuion ~tee!· rqul£tioru 
providiDI for tesal noosniticm of India trl.bet. pnpe end 
ln'lllli••&:t.-e on Apdl lii, 1980. Honver, llefore tha11 rep· 
latiODI ~• pa111d chi teat• of Alab ... tc111 bad the 
autbodt7 to reeapiu individual t:ibea aa thOIIIl Chrou&h 
t.ocal a\eca lo. 79-343 lftd 79-UI. n•e• acu l'tpeal "ail lave 
ol'·part• of law• conflictius with thie Act :l.n l'tlard to Mobile 
tnci lle•hinatCHl count:1a1." 
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It te the opini~ of thil offlce that the MGwah laDd of 
Choctaw tndl&nl hal been recosniaed br tha Stat• ot A~ab ... 
by vll:we of tve 1979 Loeal A.ct1 htuahrl 79·4!4 eel 79-%21). 
and that a letter of certiflcatlOft aay be i11ved to thie 
aff•et. · 

CAC/IIfl/pa 

'tours ver, truly, 

CHAlLIS . A. CWDICZ 
4etorn•7 General 

1/!l~J#/~'-J 
MI~ "· Et.lt I 
Alaiatant Atto~ CcDe:al 
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State of Alabama 
Department of Revenue 

OuYIIVNT -

Mra. I'J:eda. Roberta 
Revenue Commieaioner 
Mobile co~mty 
P. o. Drawer 1169 
Mobile, AL 36633 

Dear Mra. Roberts• 

Monteomery, Alabama 36132 

March 2, 1993 

,_TAN MCDONALD 
Ct~ul'f!Uklo!>t! 

C!OIICE E. MIF;GLIDO•rr 111 
AHHt•l'H(<'"'""'u':c<•,·t 

11\VII A, JA,TI'Rl¥ 
~~f,Jofl< 

I received a call from Frarncn Weaver, Repre5entative of the 
MOWA Band of Choctaw Indians regarding their reservation 
property located in Mobile County. They advised that they had 
received a tax bill from Mobile county for ad valorem taxes on 
their property. We had the aame problem with property located 
in Waahington County, and I wrote a memorandum to the Legal 
Diviaion aakinq for an opinion regarding the status ot the 
property. Thia memorandum opinion stated reservation property 
aa atated in Aot No. 89-697 was exempt from ad valorem taxea. 
This aot defln•• reservation property as any land, the title to 
which ia held by the MOWA Band of Choctaw Indians. 

I am not thoroughly familiar with all of the details 
r.;ardinq land in Mobile county, however, it appears that the 
aame aituation might exist and property might be exempt. I am 
enclosing a copy of the opinion that I received regarding the 
Washington county property. 

Xf you need to discuss this matter further, please aavise. 

J&Ot:lof 

Inc. 

Yours very truly, 



GUY HUNT -· 
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State of Alabama 
Department of Revenue 

Mont&omery. Alabama 36132 

Dece•b•r zz, 1992 

M I M Q R A N D U M 

TOI 

l'ftOMI 

Ria 

•TAH MCIIOIW.O ·-­OI£0ROII. M!NOUODOill'l' Ill 
~~l'llllflll'·· 

LIWIIIA.Itlm'lnY -

J•••• K. Iraan, Chief of the Ad Valoree Division, has requested 
an -oo.l.nion fi'OII the legal D!v!tion re .. rdins approxi1nhlY UO 
aorta of III'OIItl'tlf located in Washington County, This property 
!a currently listed •• exe1111t for ad valor•• tax purposes. The 
State of Alabe•• has recognized the MOWA lend of Choctaw Indians 
of Mobile and Wath1ngton counties as • tribe since 1979 when the 
latislature passed Acts No.79·141 and 79-228. The 
ebov•-••ntiontd propartlf has not been designated as an Indian 
fte1ervat1on bY the Ftoer•l govern•ent. However, 1989 Al1. Act1 1 
Mo. f91 in 11,(5) defines a reservation 11 "Any land, the title 
to whhh 11 held IIY the MOWA land of Chochw Indhns. • The 
,.ue•tion ••ked 11 whether the property loc•t•d in Washington 
Count~ t1 conlid•r•d reservation oroo•rt~. 

It is •Y opinion based on the d•f1n1t1on of "r•servation• found 
tn Aet No. 6J7 and th• tact that th• prop•rty in queat1on is 
titl•d in th• na•• of the MDWA Band ot Indians that th• prooertlf 
is reservat1on ~operty under Alaba•• law. 
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·Stat~ ~c~s • tQ'.~ p&v~:.: 
-- road to .reserVation··: 

' -
.._ Mobile Coul}.ty :; · Ruffer ·said the state has 

.. cht'*"s t'n 40 p'e~;cent ''~! agreed to allocate $600,000 and ., the county will put up $400.000 
toward cost 'of$ f i' ,·;,. for the two-mile project that 

~-:millioniptoject:_t}u\t)<:l{~ · ~:~h:;e 4~et~ ~: ~:gtn~~o~ 
~>toucheg· Chdcia.- ~~~;;::·· ·:~ ;~~~:; ~:· ~~~:!~~~;l:st~ 
~tndiarf lantf'~f:~-.. . ' cated on the road that has nev .. 
,-\ ; .- ·: .. ~ ... -.. .,.$'=~:.: er been paved •. ' ... ·.· i; ')""'!" 

~: a" BARBARA DRUMMON. MOWA Chief Framon Weaver 
· ·Staff AIIPQN ·· · :-P ~i:!~.-:· · . .,, · said the road's paVing will as-
' · . Thf! Mobile Count.Y 'toni~l~ sist reservation officials In gel­
.. s&on on Monday approved:;an~ ting a $3 million grant from the 
:.. agreement with the state'"'to~ Department of Housing Urban 
" spend $1 million on paving ·'the' Development to build ·1 0 low• 
"'road that leads into the MOWA( income single family houses 
-:Band of Choctaw Indians' reaer•, and a vocalicmal training cen-

vatlon in north Mobile County-1'~: ter. · .: · ' : · · · · ·. · 
'·. , For the first lime ln·the~:-ltil~~ "We asked Gov. Jim Folsom 
: t loty of the county's roaj:f' pay( last year to commit to using 

111g programs, County Engtrief!r state funds to pave the road be­
: Joe Ruffer 'laid the state;"alldli cause once the road is paved, 
'!. cated money for the ~vtnW:ol: HUD is going to build these 
,.Red Fox Road In Mount-Vernon homes and the center," Weaver 

without a request from'Jhe: said. "I'm glad the county 
·. county. ·, ' , · ··i~ 'f.:£';1; agreed to allocate the money 
. . . "The normal process In' mo~t for this project. The county 

road paving projects · Is' the made a wise decision." 
county will make a request for· Improvements- on ·.the 'road 
funding, but the tables were; will not only help in ·\he ·con· 
turned in this situation,"· Ruffer struction of low-income homes, 

. said. "The state came'to· us; Weaver said, "But ltwill create 
~ (county) and said if we put up• more jobs and more opportuni· 

so· much money, they would 1 ties· for local businesses apd 
· put up the rest." · ; ... ,. ;;;~ vendors." . 
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Chief Weaver congratulated Gov. 
Fol scm on genlng the Mercedes 
plant here in Alabama, and the 
Governor S8ld he was. making at· 
tempts to seo'that the Mowa Choc· 
taws could paitlcipate in a coopera­
tive effort to bring some outside 
manufactuilng to the Choctaw 
Reservation' · 

, A pproxii!iately SOO people at· 
tended the reaption honorina the 

governor. Gov. Folsom also spoke 
wllhj!tdge John Rivets on ~orne his­
torical and _legal pe11pectives be· 
tween. the state and the Choctaw 
people. Well infomied.bn ll!e subject 
of the Choctaw people in 'Alabama 
and laws that are applicable to the 
Choctaws. : • 

Many elected officials were in at· 
tendance from throughout !he slate. 

Couhty Takes Four Acfkms 
W ASHI~btON COunty Com- Tho commission rej~~d two ti~bcr 
mission took four actions Monday. bids lind voted to· reinvite bids on 
-It voted toplly $3600 to Alabama- · c1eareuttlng. . '. , · 

Tomblgbee- Regional Comm1ulon ·It ~oted to close the courthouse 
as adminlsir1tive costs or four senior Monday, Ian. 17, in observance of 
aide s1au.•nili.tegiona1 commission Dr; Martin Luther King's birthday 
pays salaries; anniversary. · · 

It employed Catherine Beech a. a 
ttlc<omm\uficator in the 911 office. (Continued On Page 3) 

1992 payments. or !he total, AF:C 
paid 5352,17-5 in Covington County 
anrl S470,3091n Jefferson County. 
· In AOrlda, AF:C paid SS32,S~7 in 

Sd valorem taxes itHhe 10 counties 
it s.·rves;·•llll increase of $43.200 
mom than the 1992 payment.. The 
largrst,pajllileri~ $169,669.75, went 
to WaltortCtnmty. . 

Theie pa'yments are for JUl and 
personal Ji!Open}o' lal<es on AEC'$ 
elec lric ... I.C~Crating. pl8nt~·~CO~a 
pressed airengety'storage plant; sub­
·stations,··distriCt ·service· center, 
trnnsmisslon line equipment and the 
cNporate headquaner complex in 
And:1lusi&. 

·l?S-3151 • Jackson 205-246-6642 

1 - CONGOLEUM Floors 
om The Factory And Pass The 
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COOPQATIQN AGJBJMEHT 

This cooparation agreement ia entered into on this ____ day of 

March, 1994, between the MOWA B~nd ot Choctaw Indiana, a aovereiqn 

treaty tribe, and the MOWA Choctaw Housinq Authority and the Mobile 

County Health Department whareby the MOWA Choctaw Hcusinq Authority 

contracts tor plumbinq and onsite •-aqe diapoaal system inspection 

services within Mobile County as follows: 

1. The MOWA Choctaw Housinq Authority has been toun~ 

eliqible to participate in the Indian Housinq Proqram administered 

by the United States Department of Housinq and Urban Development. 

2. The MOWA Choctaw Houainq Authority has received tundinq 

from the MUD Indian Houainq Proqram to construct, on reservation 

land in both Mobile and Waahinqton counties, units of residential 

housinq and a community center. 

3. OWnership of, and title to, the reservation land remaina 

in the MOWA Band ot Choctaw Indiana and the United States 

Government. Title to the atructurea is held in the name ot the 

MOWA Choctaw Houainq Authority. The community Center and fifteen 

(15) units of residential rental houainq are located on reaervation 

land located in Mobile county, Alabama. The leqal description of 

the reservation lands in Mobi~e County is aa follows: 

PARCEL #1 

Beqinninq at a point on the South line of Red 
Fox Road where the West Line of the Southwest 
Quarter of the Northaast Quarter of Section 
15, Township 2 North, Ranqe 1 West, intersects 
the South line ot :Red Fox Road; run thence 
South alonq the West line of aaid qUarter 
section a distance of 420 teet to a point; run 
thence Bast 953 feet to a point; run thence 
North 210 feet to a point; run thence West 
414.86 teet to a point; run thence North 210 
teet to a point on the south line ot :Red Fox 
Road1 run thence West and alonq the south line 
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of Red Fox Road a distance of 538:14 feet to 
the point ot beqinninq. 

PABCEL #2 

That portion of the Southwest Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter of section 14, Township 2 
North, Ranqa 1 Wast, lyinq on the South aide 
of Red Fox Road. 

PARCEL #3 

A parcel of land bounded by a line described 
aa commencinq at the Northwest corner of the 
Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of 
Section 15, Township 2 North, Ranqe 1 West, 
beinq the point of baqinninq; run thence East 
alonq the North line of said Quarter-Quarter 
Section 953 teet to a point; .run thence South 
640 feat along a line which is herein referred 
to as the East line to a point which is 953 
teet East ot the west line ot said Quarter­
Quarter Section) run thence Wast 953 teat more 
or lese parallel to the North line of said 
Quarter-Quarter Section to a point on the Wast 
line of said Quarter-Quarter Section; run 
thence North alonq the West line ot said 
Quarter-Quarter Section to the point ot 
beqinninq. LESS AND EXCEPT therefrom two (2) 
parcels of land conveyed to Mowa Band of 
Indiana ot South Alabama, a nonprofit 
corporation, dated July 24, 1989, and recorded 
in Real Property Book 3250, Paqa 42 throuqh 
53, Mobile County probate records, and lyinq 
in the northernmost portions of the parcel 
herein described. 

4. 'l'he tribal qovernmant of the MOWA Band of Choctaw Indiana 

has adopted the Southern sta~dard Buildinq Coda and the Southern 

Standard Plumhinq Coda, as amended by the Mobile County Health 

Department, to qovern construction on reservation lands. [The 

Tribal Council has also a4opted the state ot Alabama Department of 

Public Health "Rules Governinq onsite sewage Disposal and 

Subdivision Oneite Sewaqe systems, Water supplies and solid Waste 

Manaqement. "] The Tr i:bal Council, toqather with the MOWA Choctaw 

Housinq Authority, is desirous of !neurine; that any construction on 
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reservation lanc1e aeete applicable etandarda and ineurea the health 

and safety ot tri~al meabere and the larger public. 

5. The MOWA Choctaw Houeinq Authority and the tribe, 

therefore, contract with the Mo~ile County Health Department to 

conduct inspections of the pll.llll:lin9 and ondte aewaqe dispoaal 

system of the Community center and tho re•idonti•l unite on that 

portion of the reservation located within MoQila county. The MOWA 

Choctaw Housinq Authority nominate• and appoint• Darin snow, the 

authority'• public work• ~irector, to coordinate •uch in•pection. 

'l'he Mol:lile County Health Department •hall appoint a qual! i'iad 

The inspector or inapeotora will. be 

invited to the reaervation tor purpose• or conductin~ noeeaaary 

inapactiona upon requeat of the MOWA Band ot Choctaw Indiana tn 

accordance with the southern Standard Plumbin9 Cede, aa amended hy 

the Mol:lile County Health Department and with the State of Alabama 

Department of Public Health, "Rules Governin9 Onaite sowa9o 

Diaposal and SUbdivision onsite Sewaqe Systems, water Suppliee and 

Solid Waste Manage•ent11 , and consistent with the sovere1qnty o! the 

MOWA Band of Choctaw Indiana. 

6~ 'l'he Mobile county Health Oepartment ahall waive ita 

customary fee for conducting auoh services. The MOWA Cl\oceaw 

Housing Authority agree• to pay $1.00 per inspection for these 

in•pection services. 

7. It !a contemplated by the parties that this agreement may 

from time to time be modified or amended aa chanq&d oonditione may 

naoesaitate, out no auch modification or amendment shall be 

effective without written aqreement of the partie•, duly executed. 

a. Nothinq in this aqreement ehall be conetrued to impinqe 

upon the eovereiqnty of the MOWA Band of Choctaw Indiana. 
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~%.£;. 76~ 

f}AQ~ 
L-1~ .. 

~-r-
XOWA BAND OF CJIOC'l'AW INDIAN'S 

~.~ .~~iY DIRECTOR 
MOWA CHOCTAW HOUSING Atrl'HORITY 
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HISTORICAL LEGAL PERSPECTIVE OF CHOCTAWS OF MOBILE AND WASHINGTON 
COUNTIES I ALABAMA 

BY 

JOHN DOUGLBS RIVERS, J.D. 
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 

SCHOOL OF LAW 
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HISTORICAL LEGAL PERSPECTIVE OF CHOCTAWS OF MOBILE AND WASHINGTON 
COUNTIES 1 ALABAMA 

BY 

JOHN DOUGLES RIVERS 

Tbe first contact between the sixtown Yowani Choctaw of Alabama 
and the Europeans in 1702 proved to be a blessing and a curse for 
the Choctaw people. Tbe Choctaws• early relationship with the 
French produced periods of prosperity, but also caused them to 
suffer much animosity from not only the Americans, but other 
Choctaws located in the interior of the nation. 

Tbe Sixtown Yowani Choctaw vehemently opposed the siqning of any 
treaty calling for their removal from their home in Alabama. The 
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, siqned in 1830, quaranteed that 
we, as Choctaws, would be able to stay on our ancestral land if 
we chose to do so and "would not lose our rights as Choctaw 
citizens and would remain a sovereiqn people retaining our 
customs and laws." However, to the dismay of many of my 
ancestors, this promise was never fulfilled by the white man. 

In a feeble attempt to comply with the treaty, the United States 
Governll8nt sent its agent, Col. Ward to siqn up the Indians who 
wished to stay and qrant to each an allotlJient of land. Col. Ward 
siqned a few people, but told the majority of Choctaws that we 
could not stay and would have to remove to Oklahoma. Choctaw 
Chief Blitubbe, Tom Gibson, pleaded with Col. Ward to siqn all 
those that wished to stay, as provided in the treaty. Each of 
Elitubbe 1 s numerous attempts to persuade Col. Ward to comply with 
the treaty were denied. 

When it came to the attention of Elitubbe that the book 
containing the names of the Choctaws previously siqned had been 
destroyed, he approached Col. Ward about having the names 
replaced. Col. Ward said no, and that the Choctaws would have to 
remove to Oklahoma. 

It was the feelinq of the Sixtown Yowani Choctaw that we would 
rather die than leave our beautiful home. It was promised by the 
Commissioners of Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty that we would be 
allowed to stay. We refused to be removed to Oklahoma, or any 
other location. 

Almost since the siqninq of The Treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, 
we have repeatedly petitioned conqress for our rights. In 1836, 
we petitioned the United states Government regarding our 
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complaints against government agents. We wrote President Millard 
Fillmore advising that we are here and that we were promised we 
would ba treated fairly. In 1853, Felix Andre petitioned the 
Secretary of the Interior reqarding the claim of remnants of 
Choctaw Indians. In the court of clailllB case in 1881, our 
ancestors James Campbell, Alexander Brashears, Charles Frashier, 
Robart Cole, Peter Cole, and Elitubbe again testified that we are 
here in Mobile. We have written letters and we have given 
testimony. our brothers in Oklahoma have given testimony about 
the ones who were left in Alabama. We continually ask that our 
rights be recognized and acknowledged. 

In 1902, we petitioned congress again because of the final rolls 
of the Mississippi Choctaws, called the Dawes Enrollment. The 
remoteness of our area, .our paramount mistreatment suffered at 
the hands of our neighbors and our lack of education combined to 
make it almost impossible for us to travel the great distances to 
be counted. Many of the few that were able to make the trip were 
turned away because they were 7/8, 3/4, or 1/2 Choctaw, (due to 
our French and American ancestors) instead of "full blood." In 
Oklahoma, those with as little as 1/8 Choctaw blood were allowed 
to be counted Indian. 

our situation bas not improved much over the years. The younger 
generations of Choctaws were blessed with their own schools, 
which were established by Baptist and Methodists missionaries. I 
was one of the fortunate ones to get an education at the Choctaw 
schools, and continued my learning on a collegiate level at 
Bacone Indian College in Muskogee, Oklahoma. Others, such as my 
father were not so fortunate. The Indian schools existed and 
operated until the State of Alabama forced desegregation of the 
tri-racial school system. 

I realize that many of you here today are from the West, and are 
perhaps most familiar with the Indians of that region. Although 
we are different from the western Indians, we have the utmost 
respect and admiration for them. I was married to a White 
Mountain Apache, and others in our community are married to 
Creeks from Oklahoma, Xickapoos from Kansas and Navajos from 
Arizona. However, if you were to analogize the tribe closest in 
similarities to the Choctaw of south Alabama, I believe it would 
be the Matize Chippawa of Montana. They wandered for so many 
years with opposition from everyone as to who they were and where 
they belonged. Finally, through their perseverance, they were 
able to settle in their home land of Montana. 

We, the Choctaws of South Alabama have continually served our 
country. We have fought for the united states in every war since 
the Revolutionary War. We have always been friends and allies of 
the Americans. Many of our leaders were half French or half 

2 
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American, and we've been made to suffer for that. 

We have presented our issues to the Bureau ~f Indian Affairs, and 
they have assured us that they are doing everything possible to 
assist our needs. Due to their heavy work schedule, they have 
advised us that it could be at least ten years before they can 
complete their review of our documentation. Ten years is more 
than we can afford to wait. 

At this time, we again come before the Congress of the United 
States, the only people who can help us correct the injustice 
that our people have been made to suffer for so many years. 
Congress is the only body that has the Constitutional authority 
to enter into treaties with tribes. We ask that you acknowledge 
our rights under the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 

Thank you for you time. 

JOHN DOUGLES RIVERS 

3 



BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF THE FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT PETITION OF 
CHOCTAW INDIANS OF MOBILE AND WASHINGTON COUNTIES, ALABAMA 

BY JOHN DOUGLES RIVERS 
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QUESTION PRESENTED 

WHETHER THE KOWA CHOCTAW 
RETAINS THE RIGHTS, LAWS, 
GUARANTEED THEM UNDER THE 
CREEK. 

INDIAN TRIBE IN ALABAMA 
CUSTOMS, AND "SOVEREIGNTY" 
TREATY OF DANCING RABBIT 
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STATEMENT OF THE FACTS 

In the 1820's President Andrew Jackson signed an Indian 

removal act that forced most Choctaw Indians to leave Alabama. 

In 1830, under the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, the Choctaws 

save up almost all of their land east of the Mississippi except 

for reservation land that was given to certain Choctaws. 

Choctaws who had neither the heart nor the desire to leave 

moved to more remote Choctaw Indian communities located in North 

Mobile and South Washin~ton Counties. These Indians became known 

as the Mobile, Washington County Band of Choctaw Indians and are 

more commonly referred to as Mowa Choctaws. 

In exchange for the sale of this land under the treaty, the 

Choctaw Indians were given the right to ··uve under their own 

laws in peace with the United States and Alabama." 

The Choctaws of Mobile and Washington Counties are now 

seeking federal acknowledgement of their rights as guaranteed 

under the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek and to ask the federal 

government to abide by the treaty obligations that the Senate 

approved 150 years ago. 

2 
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DISCUSSION 

The Mobile Washington County Band of Choctaws is a tribe of 

Indians within the generally accepted meaning of that term even 

though they are not yet formally acknowledged by the Department 

of Interior, or by the United States Congress. 

"An Indian tribe is a body of Indians of the same or similar 

race, united in a community under one leadership or government, 

and inhabiting a particular though sometimes ill defined 

territory." 

441, 442. 

United States v. Candelaria, 271 U.S. 432 11926), 

The Mowa Choctaw tribe are the aboriginal inhabitants of the 

area that is now South Alabama. They continue to govern 

themselves and to preserve their culture and customs and 

traditions as distinctly Indian. They have r•peatedly been 

identified as an Indian tribe by local institutions and state 

government, and in an opinion issued by the Attorney General's 

office in 1981, the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians was recognized 

by the State of Alabama by virtue of two 1979 local Acts (numbers 

79-454 and 79-228). 

Most important, they were recognized as a separate tribal 

entity by the United States in its Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek 

of 1830. This treaty provided that persons who claimed under it 

"shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw citizen, but if they 

ever remove, are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw 

annuity. Walls v. Williams, 11 Ala. 826 (1847). 

3 
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Once considered a political body by the United States a 

tribe retains its sovereignty until Congress acts to divest that 

sovereignty. Harjo v. Kleppe, 420 F. Supp. 1110 (O.D.C. 1976). 

The Mowa Choctaw tribe submits to this court that it was 

recognized as a sovereignty in the 1800's and has maintained that 

st~tus ever since. 

By Act of 1832, the State of Alabama s jurisdiction over 

Indian territory was extended. However, this act in effect 

abolished only the laws, usages and customs of the Creek and 

Cherokee nations of Indians, leaving those of the Choctaw in full 

force as guaranteed under the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, 

except as far as they might interfere with the exercise of 

jurisdiction conferred upon the tribunals of the states. Walls. 

p. 838. 

To date, there has been no act of Congress which has 

abolished the sovereignty of the Mowa Choctaws as guaranteed them 

by the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 

From the earliest years of the Republic the political 

independence of self governing status of Indian tribes has been 

recognized by the courts. Worcester, 31, U.S. (6 Pet.) 515 

(1832). Following this decision, the states were barred from 

regulating within Indian country. 

subject only to federal preemption. 

Tribal power was exclusive, 

In 1972 the Passamaquoddy Tribe of Maine sued to compel the 

United States to bring suit against the State for loss of several 

million acres of its aboriginal lands under a 1794 treaty between 

4 
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the tribe and Massachusetts (Maine's pr-edessor-). The federal 

gover-nment had r-efused because the Inter-ior Department claimed 

the tribe had never been recognized by the United States and 

therefore could not enjoy the protection of the Act. The 1st 

Circuit Court of Appeals affir-med the District Court that the 

tribe was included in the act. The State of Maine had stipulated 

to the fact that the Passamaquoddy's were a tribe racially and 

culturally. The Court rejected the idea, prevalent in the 1960's 

and 1970's, that tribes which had not been subject to some 

specific act of recognition, such as a federal treaty or a 

stature naming the tribe, were therefore unrecognized as tribes 

for the purpose of all federal statutes and programs. 

"No one in this proceeding has challanged the tribe's 
identity as a tribe in the ordinary sense. Moreover, 
there is no evidence that the absense of federal 
dealings was or is based on doubts as to the 
genuineness of the Passamaquoddies' tribal status, 
apart, that is, from the simple lack of recognition." 
Joint Tribal Council of the Passamaquoddy Tribe v. 
Norton, 528 F. 2d 370, 376 (1975). 

The Court held that the plain meaning of "any tribe of 

Indian5" included the Passamaquoddies. It read the quoted 

language as encompassing all tribes of Indians. The court 

reasoned that the Act should be given its plain meaning, there 

being no evidence of any c::cntrary congressional intent, 

legislative history or administrative interpretation; that the 

policy of the United States is to protect Indian title; that 

there was no reason to exclude the Passamaquoddy Tribe since >t 

was stipulated to be a tribe racially and culturally; that there 

5 
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~as no requirement that a tribe must be otherwise recognized by 

the federal government to come within the Act; and that even if 

"tribe" is thought to be ambiguous, it should be construed non­

technically and to the advantage of Indians so as to include the 

Passamaquoddies. Id. p. 376-77. 

In Worcester, the court held that the tribes were domestic 

dependent nations whose relation to the Untied States resembles 

that of a ward to his guardian. p. 517. 

The Court further stated that the relationship did not 

abolish preexisting tribal powers or make tribes dependent upon 

federal law for their powers of self government. 

In Alabama-Coushatta Indian Tribe of Texas v Mattox, 650 F. 

Supp. 262 (W D.Tex. 1986), the state claimed that the Alabama 

Coushatta was not a tribe but a private association. The State 

claimed that the Supremacy clause did not apply because the tribe 

had been terminated in 1954 by Congress. The State therefore 

claimed that they could regulate tribal activities. 

The Court held in 1954 the Congressional statute at issue 

did not terminate the existence of the tribe. When the State 

assumed the duties of the federal government its relationship 

with the tribe was based upon the tribe's separate and unique 

political status. 

Under the present facts, the Mowa Chocta~ Indians are in a 

better posture than the Alabama Coushatta's ~ere. The Howa 

Choctaws have already been recognized as a separate entity by 

Treaty. Their sovereign status was reaffirmed in an Act of 1832, 

6 



451 

when the State of Alabama abolished the rights of the Cherokee 

and Creek tribes, and left in full force the rights, laws and 

customs of the Choctaw. To date, there has been no action taken 

by the United States to divest the Mowa Choctaws of the rights 

guaranteed them under the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 

7 
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CONCLUSION 

The Mowa Band of Choctaws was recognized as an Indian tribe 

well over 150 years ago and were guaranteed their rights to 

retain customs, laws, and sovereignty under the Treaty of Dancing 

Rabbit Creek. The tribe has maintained its customs, and a 

distinct Indian identity. There has been no act of Congress to 

divest the sovereignty of the Choctaw and therefore it remains. 

The Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians are recognized by the State of 

Alabama, local governments and institutions, and have been so 

recognized by United States tor 150 years. They hereby 

respectfully request this Honorable Congress to abide by the 

treaty obligations and to formally acknowledge their sovereignty. 

8 
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TllEATY WIT:S: Tll!l CHOCTAW, 1830. 

!-"" '7, ~ _ A- frt,llty_ uf J~t•rpt'lmrl .lrirndx!tt'l'• t•rNt;,,, tlml J;miltt, ~nJ,•rnl inln h!l 
~~-~. ,.. John ll }.:uJm! ~nul ·~'l;n l ~Ufi-t~.,.l;,r ,l~ul iu. IH·~'!IJ: t!f'.,tluJ ~Jor,-nl~ 
9t. m..,]J: tif' tAif f. tttl>"fl S/tt/('Jt. uml tlt~t .lllll~fllf·Jt. ( '/,,,:f~t, f.,tjlf,IJJM fllul 

. lf'itnoiui"Jt of'tlh• Chodtll,. ..\~tllim.,IM-rf'~li t11ul A,./J/ ,fl, llflu·;'mf !lfiiJiit 
Orn-l· • • "'" 'tit~ ,;i.r~,.,.,./1, •1'' S,.jJit~lll>rl', ;,. '"" !ftW' ~igftt,•t:~t '!wmll'< tl 
antlllurt!l. 

Wm,RP:A" th" Guneml A"'"~mhly of th" S~•tc of :'tli,..is.<il>pi h •• 
ext~ndetl tho luws of ,..;d State to pt•r•nn• ami prn\'l!'tt\' wit •in ~h•l 
chartered limit.! of the """"'• 1111d ~ho l't~id~nt of t"' llnit~ol St:tft•• 
h~~~t .. id thllt he Mlnnot prut<'<:t the (.;lu:>etaw IMlOPIU from the nJ)I•notion 
•• t tln.'"N.· law ... : ~uw llwn•(, ••. ,. that tlh· rhot'ht\\" mar lh'l" umlpt·tlwir 
u\\ .. n law ... in 1•~'""" widt tlw l*uib"<l :'t:~tt.os nml tht• =-'tittt' u( ~lis. ... is. .. ippi 
.1~,· htu·,, tlt•h•rmin•'tl tu ~·II tlwir luud~ t·tt~t u( tlw ~li:t. .. i.-t~ippi :wtl 
lul\=e At-t•unlihJtlr n,rn•nl tu tltt• (utlo\\'in~ atti,·h-s .,( tr••at~·:# 

Axru·t.F. J. Pt~r)wtunl p••un• tuul fti,•mh•hip i~ lll•·d~t~d aml a~n·•~l .. Jt!~ aud fri...,.l· 
upnn lw uml ht•t\\'t•t•tt U\1' {' nitt<tl ~t:th•cot :uul tlw :\ in\,!tll4'!"~ Chit•f!", :tm' · 
\\ .. arriOr~ uf the ChtK'hlw ~utiou uf Ht>i.l P~·,,pl••: nntl tltnt thi:-0 may t.,~ 
ec.m,.idefl•d the Trt•nty t'Xi:.:ting IM•twt•ttn th•' pn1·ti••!'! :tll otlwt• Tt'l·ati•·~ 
hert"tofoN t-Xi~tintr 1\nd im·ntll'(i ... tt>nt with tlw pt·v,·i..,iun...; of thi:t tu·u 
herelt~• dtelllred nullntul n•id. 

A.TtcLt: II. The enitNt ~taW:t und••r II gntnt :4JlN:'isl1y tu 1)(" mnd~ .,~:;~~:r,;:~::~on· 
b\' the l'r...id.:nt o( tim !'. ;:1. ~bull ""'"" to lw• cnn,·cyc-1 to th" Cbne· · 
!&,.. Nation a trnet of rountrv we>~t of the )li,..,i.,.ippi Ri'·er, in fee 
simple to tben1 and th ... ir dt•Sc<lndnnt•. to inuro to tbcm while they 
1ball ul•~ u a nlltion and lh·e on It, IJ(>ginnin.r nenr Fort :-\mith .,.bt>re 
the Arkam!M boundnrr t•ru••~~ the At·kou""'" T!h·~r. t·onminl{ thence t.o 
the 110uree of tlon Cmnmdilln furk: il in tb~ limit• of tlw t•nited State~, 
or to tbose limil•; thent•c dur. "outh to Hed Rh·er. nml down Hed Ri•·er 
to the we:.& boundouv of the Terri ton· of Arkan<a•; thcn<-e nnrth 11loog 
that line to the beginnin~. The bOundnr.v o( tlot' """'" to '"' agre<>· 
ably to the Tren'y made ""d concludf'll Kt W L•hingtnn City in the .rear 
lW. The gtlln~ to be executed 1!0 !00011 L• the present Trent<· .•hotll 
be ntlifttod. . • 

AR11<!t.F. Ill. I !I c,<!n.•idcmtion ,of In<' prO<·~·ion• con~•ined in the,.,, .• "~;::,~~~.•·• •• 
enl art1dr• of th1• 1 r~Rt\', the Choctnw nRtton of Imhotns t•onscnt and 
herehf fNie to th" ruit;•d Stah••· the entiro countr\' tluw nwn and 
~~,rtt:ct of llu• Mi~..;il'l~ippi lth·C'r~ n.n~l tlwy n~rt•t' tu lllt;\"1" lwyot;d 
tbo lli:<.•i:<.•lppi Ri\·~r. t•:trl~· '"' pmdi<':thl,•. :md will "" ftl'ron~r•• their 
nntOt"lll, thnt tt!'i rnnny n.s pu,..-tihk uf thcil· l""'1Pie nnt r-xc·M•ffin.sc on~~ 
half of the whole numt••r. ''"'II .~.., ..... during th~ f•ll" o•f l1>:H Rnd 
!s:l:l: tho rt't<idm• to (olin\\' olurinj( tim "lt'<'~i"l! f:tllut l~:cl;" '"'tier 
~rtunity in thii Ul1lnttt~r Will ht~ <tffurdtttf tlw ( itJ\"t~rntuPnt. tn PXtrnf'i 
ID tbt•nJ tloe f:~ciliti"" :nul .·mnfurt~ •~hi··h it i' d,•,imhl., •hnulrl I><• 
extendt~l in 4."0111"•\dng tlwm tn tlwir tlt'\\' humt~. 

Antrt.t:.fY. Tlw Uon~rnnwnt :u~•IJ:l~ph· nf t,h••. t'nih•d ~t1ltl'~ l\rt• ~ ... ~~r·~~!:b.~~!:! ..... 
btrchv nhl1g~·tl lo :t~t·urr. to th•• xa.rd l htM"'Iaw ~ullon o( ltt•d l't•nplo 
tbe juri<diction nnol f!'"'~o·nment of nll the I'''"'""' nnrl prop<'tt)' that 
may he "'itbin thci•· limit:' wt•Ht, ~ that no Trrritnr\' or .State .'1httH 
ever har~ a ri,:ht tn pu:-o~ law.'i fot• tht~ go\·Prnm,'ut 0! the l'h~taw 
Nation uf lle<l l'<'"t'l" and lh<•ir <.1•-..:endnnl": and !hut no t•ttt of th" 
land grnnl...-d th••tn lfit~ll ,.,.~r l1<1 <•mbro.ced in 1\R\' T.·rr!tor<· or Stut~: 
but the l". !-\. ~h:tll futen"r :t.,._·un' ..-~id Chnd;t~w :\:adnn 'from~ uuti 
apin»t .. :~.11 l•w;1 t>Xt"f'(it :JIU'h 1\:4 from time to timf" nut\• he t'nnctt'rl in 
their uwu ~ati•uml l'•tnrK·IIr~~ ltclt irwon!'t:i:o~-trnt witlt tiM- ( '•H•"tittltintt. 
Trntil'll, tlntll..t~lWX of tlw l'nih•d ~l1\tt:"~~ and t'XN"pt ~<~Uch n..-.& ltl:t\·. :\nd 
whieh lm\•t.• fM'1'n rnu~:tt•ti hy Conlt,!rt~. to tih) ('Xtf•nt th,t~ ( 'oi,~rt"!'l"J 
uDCler th~ t\mstitutiun arr. r.-r1uin.~ to t'Xt·r~·i:.;t• t\ h·~i:oll:tllon uvt'r 
JndiM Atf:,if'!'. Hut. tht• Chnctnw ... 1 !"huuld thi"" tr••~tH• he r.ltirif"d~ 
esv~ A wh.f• thttt Cuu~rl's"' mn~" gmnt. fn thl~ t'hnd.uw~ thn ri~ht of 
pun~hinJ,! h\~ tlh·ir 0\~n l:tw:-<. 1U1~· whitt~. nmn whn "'hnU t.•nmt• intu rht~it· 
nation. and infritt~t~ an\· of tiwir nnliunal rt';:ulatlnn~. 

AKT1f!LI! \": Th? t: ni'tf'tl Stah•,. "!"' uhtig--.·(~ to prot,~t tlw ('~,w~'"'!'l: 1~'~n,t!t;:~ta~:::;r.u­
frontclomt~t1c ~trtfH fUUl (rruu fHr\'t~H f"tu~tnlt'~ Ull th•• StUlU~ lti'UH"lpl~·~ 
thllt tlw citi.7.~m~ nr lim l~nih•tl ;-\tnt•• .. ltl1' ttnth~f·h·tl, :m thnt wh:lh~vt:r 
wnnld ht• 1\ l••wll dtmuuul upun llw t•. s. ror d••ft•!\('11 nr for \\'1'011~~ 
rontmith"tl hy sn ''"t.'lll\', nu 11 dtbet~u <•( tlu~ l'. S. :-.hill I IM_' '''ltutllr !,inc( .. 
in!( in f""'" nf tl1<• t'lu•·t""""· "'"' in e.lt ., • .., •• "lu•n• lht~ Cl,.wr.o~w<• 
Jhallll<' ,.,.11 ... 1 "I""' hy,. ~~~"lly 11ntltnrir.t·•l ultk••r n( th~ I'. S. tu !i~.rht 
1ft "'"~"'", sueb Chnctuw :-;hnll t·t~t'1•i\'t• t ht! l"'Y and tJt.bcr ,~muhtmt~nt~, 
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wbicb citizeru1 of tbe 1:. S. ,.,,.,.;,·e in 'uch "'""''"• pt·o,·id..U. no Wftr 
><hall be undertak~n or proo<eeuted l>v ... id (.;bO<•Itlw :,lntlnn hut h,· d<'t·· 
la"'tion nwie in full COuncil, and tO ho apprm·NI '"' tlw t'. 1:1. itnlo•,.. 
it he in :JUI( defent"e npiru;t an np•n r.-1"-~Uiun or U!lftin~t tUt en<'tn.\· 
marchit•l( intu their collntJ1·. in which co"""' tht•y ~hull d.-f<•nd. unt.l 
the U. l:l. ,...., ouh·U..•d tlwn'<>f • .. =-.. v:,':":: AKTtCLIIl VI. l:ilwuld "(.;hoo•!aw or Rll\" pttrly of Choctaw. <'OIIllllit 

....... .... at:bi of \'iolellt'tl upon th~ )~'I'SOJI nr pn>lll;rt,\' <•f R t•iti•o•n of tht• l', t\. 
or juin ""' wur l"'rl~'llj.'l\IU~tnn\' ooet~rh •mriiiJ: tril"' nf huliun•. with· 
out the nl1thorih· in tht' JU't~·,-..iin~ urticl••: tuu.l ••:\:t-.•pt tu uppt~· un 
actual ur thrt'Utf.n") innl:4iun or n~I••Hiun. :<(U("h t•·~tC\ tJtt utfNttlin~ 
shall he tlt-lh•N-.:tl up tu an ullif.'<•r of th<• ( •. :-<. if m tlu• t•"wr nf tho• 
Cbuclnw ~at ion. thut !'lttt-h ulf•md~r mn,\' l-.• pnni:-oh .... t l\l" 11lll.\· ht" lli"O· 
vidfd in ••tell ,.. .... _. h~· th!! ... .,. "' tho r. :-<.; hut i ( ••wh olft•utlt•r i• 
not within tb•• "'ntrul uf the ebll<·tllw Nlltinu. tlwn -uid l'hoehiW l"lltion 
"hall not hn h~ld l'l'l'poto~ihle for th(' iujurv tlone lw Mid olf••ndrr. 

C:: •r•t••* AKTlCI.Y. \•tl. Aff tu.•tM of \·inlctu.'1.~ c•;mmith.·d· upon fl\•r.•on~ nnd 
p~ro~rtv of the pt.'Ople of the <.:ho.:tllw :-:11tim'1 ritlwr h~· dtizt·n~ <>f thl' 
U. :-;, ur'lloijfbbouring Tril~.,. uf Ht•d 1'<'0pl ... •luoll I><> n•f.,rrt•d tu "'"''c 
authorilll'd Agnnt br him to he rl'fcrn'<l tn th<' 1'r.••idt-nt nf th•• ( '. ti. 
wbo •hall ~umine lutu •twh c-.. and ~~' that r\·~rv l!O""ihle degree 
of j111<tice i• done to 1<11id lndinnJourty t•f the Chowtn-v Nation. 

,.,._., "'- AKTU't.K Vllt. Olfend<•l'lf "J."'IIt•t tho law• of tho l'. 1'. or an\' indi-
- riduall<tntP. .bnll IM• RPI•rt'ht'tld.-1 and tl<•li•·•,....l tn um· tluh· llutliorir.tod 

petllon wlu.N »U<·h olft•ndt•r ""''' 1.., found in the ('hoctitw countn·, 
having ltfd from an\' purt nf lr'. :-<. l~tt in oil "'"'" rft"~ "l'l'liCJ<tion 
111w<t he ullldo to tlui A){t'llt or l'bio·f•omd tlw <'Xl"''""' t•f hi• aJ•preb~n· 
,.ion and delh·tn pnn·idt'<l for ••><I 1••id lw the 1. Stut..,., 

1
.......,. ot4ond AIITICI.II IX.· Any dtitrn of the U. ~:who nou\' he ordcr..U from 

"'"''"' -· "'· tbo ~ation ll\· th<' Ag<>nt <tud ct>nstitut.,d uuthoriti~;. of lbt! N1Uinn 1\nd 
~fn•ing to ol>('y or return into the Nation without the t•nn...,nt of the 
aforeMid JlCn<Otllf1 ~bllll be •uhj«'t to ••u•h l"'in.i And pt•nnltie• "" may 
be pro\'idtod lw tho~'"'" of the t:. :-<. in g11ch ea.•c.. Citizen• of the 
ll. 8. tnu·eltit'!i- pt'tlet'ftloly und~rth!'authority<>f the lllw• of tht• r. ~­
shall he u1!der tlit• t'IU'tl ftn<lpnoto>t•t!ou uf tbe nation. 

,._,. 'i"'"''"• AIIITlCLfl X. No pe~u >llllll Cl<~ go101.l• or ntht'r nrtidu for "'de 
.. ,.,..,.,.,.' u • tradtr, withou~" writlt'n permit fn•m the ron•tihttf>d authoritie• 

oC tbe Nation, or autborit.v of the lnw• of the Congl'\'•• of the l'. 8. 
under pt>n&lty of forfeiting the Artid•·•· And thfl ("n•titutfd o.uthori· 
ties of tbe Nation ..lmlljtl'llnt 110 lio't!nM' •·~et·pt tu •u,•!o pcn.o!llj M re-i<le 
in tbo !\atiun and 1lr. llnl'lw,~rahl~ tn tht~ fa"-s of the X1ltion. The C. S. 
eball be portieulot.rh· ol>liJ,.'Ni to ,...,t,.t to prc\·ent ardent $pirit8 from 
being introduced into the N11tion. 

~ - .AM:TICLK XI. :SB\'il(ltble •treot.m• shllll he fret! to the Choctll11'• who 
..,. .. - - ...... shall P..r no hil('ber IHII onlut\' than ritir.o•n• of thr e. :-<. It i• ngn~'<l 

!urtber that the L:. 1'. •hull e•lllhli•h nne or mort• l'""t Office.. in '~iid 
Nation, and may e-tuhli•h •ueb ntitilury l'•"'t n..U.. 1tnd ()Oo<t.!. "" the~· 
may eottllider n~"'''"'""''. 

•- AllTlCLE Xll. All lntntde.,. •hall he "'"'o,·ed from the t:hot.'tn"' 
Nation aad kept without it. l'rin•tc prot~·rt\' h> '"' alway• r .. p<'t'lt'<l 
and on no oee..~ion takPn for public lturpc.....,· without ju•t t.'OUlpt'nM· 
tion being made tht'r.for to tbe rifol'htful owner. If an Indian unlnw· 
full\· tako or •tt'llllln~· proper!\' frum" whitt• "'"" "··•tiz~n of tlo\1 r. ~-

........ the olf~nd~r •hllll 1,.; ptmi.oh...l. Anti if n whitr tnltll unlaw full~· tako 
or •teal an\· thin){ frum ouo lnoli11n. the prop.,rty •lutll be re•lon>d ~oul 
the olfender punkbt'd. It i~ furtb,•r agret'd thllt wbPn a Choctaw •h11ll 
be given up to he tri...I for am· olf•nc~ apinat tb~ L!.ws of tbe C. S. if 
un&bltl to etuplo.- couneel to defend !tim, the t:. 8. will do it. that his 
tri&l maY be fair and importilll.. · 

...,. Am6.a XIII. It i~< eon• .. nt~ th•t ~ qUII.Ii6ed A~ttnt ~b•ll 1M' 
appointfd fnr tb~ l'hnc•taw• ""'•r:· ff'nr .. ,. · ·~>IP« "'liner 1'1!010\'fd 
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bt" the P""'id~nt: nnd hll · •hull l~e n•mutcd 011 !•ltition o( th" ~'Oil>lti· 
nitro nuthoriti.-, uf th" :\ntinn, dtll l'rt...,.i<lt•nt IJ<'ing .a•i•ti••rl them i8 
-.utti,·it*nt t•nu~· !'ihown. Tht• Ab.-.~nt. l'thall tix hil'l r•-sidcnct~ l'Unvt:"ni•~nt 
tn tht• ~n~>ut lHtd~· uf tlu~ 1"'"1'1••: ttntl tn t!tH t4t~lt'f'tinn of an Agf"nt 
lnunt'<linh•h· nfh•r tlw mtiricntiun of thi• Tn ... ty, lhn wi~h"" of the 
<.:h•x·taw :Siltion un the •nhj<.•t.'t ~hnll he cntitlrd to grrnt h!s\>eet. 

AIITU'I.& XIV. •::.~t·h \.'ho..tuw h<•IU! of 11 fnmilv lx•ing < .-,.irou• to c .......... d .. "h"'J 
rt•t'iit\in nntllteetttur 1\ dti~u ut tht~ ~t.n.t~. ~htdl 1W! .. 1lCr111itted tu do JW$ r:'n~:. .... : &eM 

l11· .•ignif,t·ing h ' · oto•ntiun In tb~ .\g~mt within •ix month• from the 
niti~rotliun or I hi• l'ro•nt~·. nnd he m• .•ho• •hnll th~reupon he ••ntit!ed to 
1\ l'fl4(lr\·ntion of om~ :o~t•ction of ,oi:<: htnlth't'd a•nd fot1\• su~rt'l4 of land. to 
},.,, hounch.•d h,· M't'finnnllitwl'i of Httn•t-\': in likl• nuinnr.r ~hull he enti6 

tied to one h:i!f thut <JUnnlit.~· for •••dt 'unmurried child which io I king 
'l'ith hiln o~er 1<-n year. of ngE'; otnd 1\ •ttiAI"It•r •et•tion to such child 1111 
ma•· he under Iii ,1"<'1\l'l< o( nge, lo adjoin the lo<'lltion of the Jl!ll't'nl. If 
th~}· rt'!lide npun ~id ll\tul:o~ intf-nding to lJet•omc dti1.t'n~ of tho ~tutes 
for fixe \·ean. afb~r the n.ttitit.'1ttion of thi~ Trt'tlh~. in thtlt <."n:-oe t\ grant 
in (f!<' •fmple •ball iAAne: ,...;d •-·r,·ation •lu•il iudude the pl't'st>n~ 
impron•ment of the b~td of the f•mih·, ur " portion of it. P~t'fOns 
wbn dnirn und!.'r thi• urtich• •hall nut 1.;,.,. the privile!,"' of" Cho...taw 
ritizen. l>ut if the~· o;ver r!'rno,·e ""' not to be entitled to any portion 
of th~ l1wetaw 11nnutty. 

AI!Tl<'Lt: XV. To ru..!t of the (...'bi~fs in tho l.'hoctAw ll'ntion (to wit) .'l':""d""' lor 
61'ff11WO<.d Ladure, Nulat·k&·hie. And ::llu•huU.tul.hc tlwrc i• grunted ' • 
a rewrt·•tion of four ><e(•li<ln• of lnnd, two of ,.hich •hall ilwlud~ and 
adjt<in th.-ir l'"""""t intprm·l'm<'nl, ami tho <lth~r t"·o lt>l'llh•d where 
th<•l' vi••'"''' hut on unOC\'IIPit•d uuimpru•·cd land>;, sm·h :<N·tion• •hKII 
be hounded by $1!ctional lint.,., 1\nd with the <'Onsent of the President 
th•v nul\' sell the ""me. AI"" to th~ thl't'l!l)lrincipal Chief• 11nd to their A••"'''"­
""'~"'""o"' iu ottice there •hull 10!1 l"';a t.wo hundred tmd fifty doll11rs 
annnnllv whit<• th••.v •hull ... ontimw in their rMpeeth·e ollie<'•, cxvept to 
)Ju.huh•tuhbe, 11'ho M be hll>l 1\11 annuity of one hundred tuul fifty dol-
lal'l! for life und~r " formn tr.,.tl', •hnlt reeeirn onh• the additional '"01 of nne hundred dollartt, 'll'hile" he •hall continue hi ottice "" Chief; 
and it in lltldition to thi$ th" Nation oh"ll think pmp<er tu ele..t an addi· 
tiona! prindptt.l <.:hief of the whn!~ to •ufJ<'rintend and )lOVcrn upon 
M!p<!hhc:in prindplt'!l he •hnll noceivc nnnually fur his i<er~i~ th·e hun· 
dred dollars. wh1ch allownnee to tbe Cbif'f• a11d their •uceesool'll in 
olli~. <hall eontinllt' for tw•nt~· .)'t!ll.!'t!. At any time wh~n in militnry P&r ol<ll>l<fl.•te. 
servit'l!, ~nd while in ,...rvi•·• h.-,.utboritl" of the U.S. thedi•t.rietl'biefs 
under and hy ,...lection 11f tho; l'r<!t<idenl: •bnll he ••ntitled to the P"Y of 
Majors: the other Chit•f undrr tb<1 "'lnte <·irrmn•tlln<~ •hn!t hl\·e tbe 
P"" of ll l.icuto•nnnt Colmll'l. 'fbe Sp1'ftker. of the thl'll<!tti,trict•, sht•ll 
reC<>ive tl<entv-lh·e dollo;.- n •·rar for four \'eRrs PilCh: nnd the three 
"'~retnt·ie• one til l'lldt nf th~'<.~hief .. lifty ofuna ... ouch for four 1'eot\r8. 
!lll'h C11pt11in of the ~ntion, th• ntnnhet• not to exo•rrd ninetv"·otine, 
thirt,··t.htet' from L''u-h tlil4rri4·t .. l4hnll he fut·ni:oth·~f upon l'l•mo\.·int.t to 
tht~ \rt•"'t, with ••m·h ll J:«~l41 :-Ottit of clntlwH 1\nrla hrnurl . .:wnrd &."'an 
out tit. :uul ror four .\"t•nt·~ t•nmnu":m•ing with tht' tir!'.lt of their t't'fJII)\'al, 
sbrtll ('J\t:h n•ct•h·r tifty dnlltu-:1 a :'\.t"l\1\ for tht) trouhle of kt•t•pinl,!' their 
pttople a.t \'rti~r in .,.dtliu~: a.ud \Vht•twn~r t.lwy "hu.ll "•' in milit:trv 
."t'r\"i(•t• h.\" tU!tJ~urit.\· of th~· r·. ~. !'fiUdJ tt!'ceh·t' th~ pR.,\" of :1 <·:tptain. ~ 

.\HTtC"t.& X\ 1. In "tu.:~ton:ot: :\n,l with "t~ft.nl hunt" JL"l Ilia\· !lf' found R .. m.,..lof fncfi&al. 
m.~r'•·~~try-th•! t·. :00. n;:rrr. to r~·mnve tbf" tmH1\n~ tn tht!ir" nf'w homr.'1 
tlt thvir rXl)('nl"t~ nnd untlt•r th(l; cure of dil"('rt'l't nnd t"tt.ft""inl pPr~rn~, 
who will 1M' klnd rttHi fu·r.•tfwrly tv th~ltt. ThP,\" llg'I"N' to {urni ... h them 
"lth lllllple c~trn tunl ln"t•f, ur pork for thPm,...h·~• 1\nd families for 
twel\'e montb.ot a.ftrr reurhin)f tbt'ir new hon1e:o~. 

It ill fll!'reed furth~r that the t". 8. will take all tht'ir c'1!.ttle. a' th~ .,.,..._ 
.. luation of ~me dilOCI't'~t pt'l'l<On to be ~pp<>lnted hv tbe l',...,.ident, 
•nd tbe .....,~ •ball be pai<l for in money •<fter their arrival at their 
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new homes; or other <'1\ttle sufh "" nw.v be dl'!lil't'd llball he furnil<hed 
thMn, nutit-e hein~t gh'NI through th~lr Agent of their wj,ob.,. upon 
thl• •ubje<.'t hefore their remon.l tbat timfl to SUJ>ply the demand ""''' 
he atfurded. • 

.:,:.:~~:t!... ••dttt ARTit'!J.K XVII. Tbc .w\·Nul annuitic~ and sum• t'«'nred under 
fonul!r Treaties to the Choctaw n&tton Dn<l p4'0ple shall continue "" 
thot.,O thb. TM!Itty had nc.-•·•r t....,n mOO<'. 

--·· And it i• further AJrA'-'<1 thnt thn ll. S. in 11ddition wiiiJlnl' the "'ill' 
of twenty thOU*nd dollar. for t wrnty )"l'lln<. ,..,nnuot~eing af~r tb.-ir 
rettiO\'al to tbe "''l!f>t. of wbieh, in tho lif'Mt yrur after their n'!tUo•·nl, 
ten thou.ollld dollars sh11ll he did<l<'d and armnged to atu•b L" mav not 
receh·e reo<en'&tion~~ undt'r tbi11 ·rl't'Qt\'. • 

~or eedtd AliT. XV Ill. Tbe U . .S. •httll t'At~ the lnnds hereby '!eded to ho 
surveved: and surnyor. may entt'r tbu ChoctAw Countrv for that pur· 
poo<', 'eondu<"ting them ..... h·~ properly 1111<1 di!turbing or i!llerrupting 
none of th~ Cboetaw people. llut no pe,...>n •• to 1•• 1~rmttted to set­
tle within the nation, or the land!l to be sold h,fore tlie Cboeta"'* ~bnll 
remove. And for the pwment of tbe :te\'~ral amounts cecured in tbis 
T""'ty, tbe l&nd• hereby' roded aro to ron111iu" fund pledged to that 
purpoee, until the debt •hall be provided for nnd arranged. And fur• 
tber it is agroed, that in the eon•truction of this TI'Ht\' wherever well 
founded doubt •hall arise, it •hall be construed m011t favorably toward~ 
the Cboetawt. 

to!t'r::•"••• of AIIITiet.ll XIX. 'fhe following rMervation3 of land are hereb~ admit· 
ted. To Colonel O.•·id Fulaom four~oos of which twoshal[ include 
his pre.ent improvement, and two mav be located eleewhen, oo unoc· 
cupted, unimpro•·ed land. • 

_._..""'-. 'fo I. Oarlaild, Colonel Robert Cole, Tuppoutahomer, John }>\'tebl\'nn, 
(..'barlu Juan, .lohokehetubbe, Eayeholliobi•, Ofeboma. two' ~tlons. 
8Ch to hM"Iude their hnpro•·ententll, and to he boundrd bv ....,tional 
lineo. and the l!IUlle mav be di.oposed of nnd sold with the <'OII';ent of the 
P~id.-11t. And that othel'll not pro.-itlod for, mny be prodded for, 
tbere shall be retel"!'ed lilt follow~: -.......... 

-

r1n.t. One ...eet!nn to """b h~d of a family n<>t exce-eding r'ort:r in 
nouober, who dunng the p~nt l'l!ll.r, ntftl' ha1·e bnd in actual cult! I'&· 
lion, withadwollingho""" th<1reun lirt•·ow,;.• .. rnuon-. :'lt•rnndh·.th~ 
quart~r oeetiom• aftt'r th~ manner afon-itl to ,.,,,,.h lwnd nf n fnntil I' unt 
U:rl!e<iinrc foUl' hundred 1\1111 ~iXt\', a. alutJIIUII'CCUiti\'ft!<•l thittl' acres 
and leM than liftv, to be hmtnded lw •1uarter .ectiou line$ of iun·ev, 
and to he t'Ontipoue ond 11djoining.' • 

Third; One lit.lf Metion ..,. do..-.id to tl"'"" who ~hall biLve culti· 
... ~ fron• twenty to tbirtvneresthe numb .. rnot tn~xeel:'d rourhundn:d. 
Fourth; a qmort~r """tio.;"" ofureMi•l to •n•·h ""•h"ll bn1·e •·ultil'ot•d 
from twelve to twcnt\' lel'l!<!, tht• numhn not tn ~:teeed three hundrt'd 
aad fifty, and one baff tbnt quantity to •nrh ""•hall htwe rultivnted 
from two to ~weln ftCI'\'~. tht• numher nlt<O nnt t" ~ltet-l:'d tl1ree hundred 
and liftv persontl. •Akh of ""id eta,.. of ,.,.,,.,. •hAll he •uhjeet to the 
limitation~ contained in the lil'llt cl01.<><, 1\nd •hall he •o loet1ted M to 
in.,lude thAt t•rtof the imprnven ... nt which eontnin~ the dwt•lling house. 
If" rrut~r number •hall '"'found to he ~ntitkod to re.ermtions un.ter 
the .everal cluoeeof tbi•11rtide, tbnn i~ >tipulot<'<l for under the limita­
tioft preseribed, then and in tbat.....e tbt! Chief~ ""paratelv or toll"'ther 
!l.booll d"termine Ute person• who ~hall he exduded in the l'llflp<>Cth·e 
l&trietll. 

Fiftb: Anv Captain the number oot e:ceceding ninety l>f.'MIOns, who 
uDder the pro.-i.•lons of this artie!<! •hl\11 l'!'e~h·e leM tho.JI a seetion, 
be eball he •ntitled. to an additiorud qutu~tity of half 11 -tion adjoin 
I!IJ to bia otlwr I'IIIM!rvation. The several ~M'lltion4 secured under 
tlua artiell!, IDll .- he sold with tbe co~~>~t~nt of the PI"I!Aident of tbe lJ. S. 
but llhould aay"prefer it. or omit to take a ~I"V&Cio11 for the quntity 
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be IIIII.\' he rntitlrd tn, thu U. ::;, will on hi• t't•mol'ing pny tiftr cent:! 
an acre, ttft•r n~tchiitl( their new homr•, prm·ided that hcforo the tir.t 
of .J •n•utr\' 1~xt tht•\' !'lllllll,ldt.lut•e to the .A~t'nt, or ~jOUle othf'r llllthor· 
izt•d pe.•ncO'n to IH' utipuillh"C.(, proof of hi:4 t•hlilll ILnd th" fltlnntitv of it. 
8ixtli: likcwi•o childn•n uf the Cho•:tllw Nation n.•idinll' tn tho l'iation, o,........ 
\\·ho lun·e m~itlu-r f1Llh••r nor rnotht'r 11 li:4 of whit.'h, w1tb ~ti:sfootory 
proof of 1'11rcntllt:e and "l'l'h"""l."~ being tiled with Ag•nt in •ix monilia 
to he forw"rd"'l to the War Dt>ptlrllnent, •hall be entitled to" IJU&rter 
-·lion of I..amd, tu he loc.,.to!<lunder the din·~tion of the l'reoident, and 

ll15 

with hi• eon-ent tb" "''"'"mny be liOid ond the pi'O<.'f!eWo applied to some 
hent•ticilll puqJOOe for th" ht•nrtit of ~<Uid orphnn•. 

,\ IITICU: X X. The e. s. lllfi'I!C and •tipul .. te aM follow•, thnt for the u:.~ .. l:~·;:,; .t! 
bl'netit and ad•·ant11g" of the Choctaw prople, 11nd t.o improve their bo•••• o1 ••• Cboc· 
condition, their oh111l be edu.'&ted under the diredion of the !'resident ...... 
and nt thu rxpcn•c of the F. S. forty Choc.·taw youth• fot· twenty years. 
Thi• number •hall I.e kept 111 ..chool, and a.< they fini•h their edumtion 
otbe..,., to •uppl~·. their place• •hall he ret·eil·ed for the p<;•iod oblted. 
The l'. S. •gree aii!O to en!d "Council Hou"" for the ~ation at •orne 
eon•·enient central point, after th~ir people shall he ..,ttled; and a 
Hou"" for eneh Chief, 11l•o ''Church for euch uf the three District.•, to 
be U:k.~ Rll50 1\.1 ztehtK•I hnu~e~. until thr. Xatiun IIIB\' t-ont'ludc to hnild 
others; and for th""e purl"""'• h•n thou"""' dollar• sh11ll be appro-
prio.ted; aii!O fifh· thou•nnd dollars ('·iz.) twent•··fi•·n hundred duflar• 
annually ohall be ·~il·en fur the ""l'j"'rt of tl.l't'tl 't.oaebero of l!Chool• for 
twenl\' ,.ea..,., Lokewi"" there sha l be fnrniohed to the :-lntion, three 
Blaek;.niith• one for en<·h di•trit•t for oixttoen ycant, nnd a qnalitic<l i\lill 
Wright.for fin )'Cllnt; Al-a there •hllll ht> furnished the following 
artide•, twrnty.ono humlrt'<l blanket•, to Ollt'h Wlll'rior who emigrates 
a rift.-, rnould:4, wipeN and tunnmnitiun. Om~ thommnd nxr:oe, ploughs, 
hor•, wht•els and card• ratt·h; aml fuur hundred loom•. Tho•t'e shttllalso 
be fnnti•hcd, one ton of iron nnd two bundrrtl weight of •feelnnnnully 
to eacb Di.trid for $ixteen yr.r.. 

AKT1C't.t: XXI. A lt!W Chnt·tnw \\~•u·riot~ yet ~ttn•h·c who nuuf~hed 01S~~~ to eertaln 

and fought in the at·my with Genenll W11ym•, tbe whole numher •blted · 
not to exceed twt•nf\·. 
Th~ it i• :~gn•t•tl sl111ll ht•re~tftcr. whiln they lil'e, ret·eil·e twentr· 

61·e doll11r• 11 ~·e11r: 11 list 111 them to he enl'ly "" pmctk,.hle, anti withtn 
oix months, mnde out. and pre$ente<l to the Agent. to be forwarded to 
the \\"ur n •. , •• rtntt•nt. 

ARni"U: XXII. Tht• t'birf• of tbe l'hnctaw• who ha1·c •nggested Del ... •• •• C••· 
that thrir peoplt• a\rt• in:\ ~tllte of I"Rpid udnwcemttnt in t.•rincntion and rre.. 
n.finemeuf .. nml h .. ,.,, rxp~""'ln •nlidtudc that thr~· uoi~:ht h11\'e the 
prh·ilegc of 11 llrlt•~r.•t" 11n tlnl ""'"of th<> lluu•t:' of lto•prc-.•ntnth·es 
e:dcml~d to thf'lm. Tht.• Cnmtni~ionf'l':4 tln nut ft•t•l thnt the\· c•an under 
a trrnty stipnl11ti<>n llt'cetlc I<> the rcque•t. hut nt tht•ir dr,.J..e. Jll'eMCnt 
it in the Trent~·· thut Cnn,rrt':-..'4 may con~irlt•r uf, antd dt•t.•iclc the appli-
cntion. 

llnne. :tnd . ..ci\(n••d. 1md r:H•t.·ntcd hv thr t'OIIII11i~'4ionet":'l nf the Unitt:<~ 
~t"t~'~. nu•l th•• ,,.hit•f:-., t•npt.nii'IM, luu( lu~nu tnf'n uf the l'hc-".:ta\W nation, 
at fltnu-in:.r llul.Jhit t·ret~k. thiM :rTth dn\' of :-:..•ptt"'nhcr, ••ightet•n a&ncl 
Wrt~ . 
Jnu. ir. Eutun, , ... :-. Yohttlnnml'hahubh.oe, hi• :c. nturk, 1 .. "" 
Jnu. ("utft't", 1 .. 111. llnlnht-. .. •, hit- x 1nark, L. 1. 
t iM•nwtltwt l.t•flnrt•, 1 .. ~ Rnllt'rt l'ult', hil'f x mark, 
)lnl"h•Jb\tuhl11'\", hit~:.: mnrk, 1 .. 11. )tnkf'lan•lmrhnpin, hiM :c. rtrark. r.. "· 
Xiltnrat·hH, hi'" :c. •n•rk, r.. a. IA.•'A'iwl'err,•, hiM x mnrk, L. 1. 
llnlarb:tht~~~:liiUlh, hil'l :rc 111ark, II.. !I t\rtnmuu.n.tubhf", hill :c. 1uark, 
H"t•iannt•h:thuhht"t'. hil'l x mark, r .. 11: Jtn,..,tnh~. hi111 x mark, 
Zi:chntuinwt. hiM 1 nutrk. L. 111. llfllllhahnntnah, hil'l x mnrk, 
Cartainlhalkf', hi11 :c. nutrk, 1 .. 111. Chn•llah"omah, hiw x mark. 
Jamt"l' :o&hield. hit~ :c. n~arlc:9 r .. 11, Jn•~l'h Kim .. itlf', hill x Rlark, 
Pi.U)'Ilbbft. hil!l lt mark, L. J. Eyarhocuttub~, hia x mark, 

..... 

~ 
..... ..... ... .. ..... 
L.L 
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ly..,herhopi&, hia x mark, 1 .... llt~hnhnmme, hi"~ mark, 1...:-t. 
O!fahoomah, hill x mark, 1.. •• Juhn ,:\lcl\'nlherv, hit~ x mark, L. ~. 
A rchalater, hid x mark, t •. 8. Bt•njm. Jaaue:ot, f,i,lt x mark. L. "'· 
Onnahuhbee, hia x mark, 1... •• Tikt.~Uetuduuul'M!t hilt x mark, l.~ ~-
PitoinhO<:Uttnbl>ee, hill 't mark, 1...3. .\huliktube, hi• x mark, L. ~ 
Tullarhaeher, his x mark, L. •• \\' •I king \\'oil, hi.o x mark, L. i'. 

Litt!.l leooder, hi.t x mark, L. 9. John \\~aitf~, hi~ x mark, L. l't. 

Maanbut.ter, hie x mArkt L. "· Jti~ .-\:t~. his X lHttrk, L. •. 
Cowehoomah, hia x mark, L. 1'. H.uh, hi:1 X m•rk, L. •. 
Tillam<M!r, hie x n1ark, L. lt. Tn•hk•••h:tubl . 'il'4 x mark, L. !"!.. 

Imnullat·ha, hill X mark, 1... "· ltlnht•, hilt X m-.rk, l..M, 
Artnrilat·hubbee, hill x n•ark, l..%'4. Til"ho"'MJua\'o, hil'f x tnark, L. 1". 

Shupberun.:hahubbee, hill x mark, L. "'· Fult"hommit, hil'l x mark:, L. 1". 

Nitt~rhoomah, bia x nu1rk, .... ~. John Harland, hi• x mark • t..JI'. 
Oaklarvnbl""', hia x mark, ,_ fl:. K:o.othona, bitt x murk, L. 1'1. 

Pultunina, hie x mark, t~ 1<. I.l•h•yoluunuhe, hi• x mark, ~!t. 

Arpalar, hitt x mark, !.. •• Jaruh t•uJ,..lmt L. l'l. 

Holber, hi• x mark, ...... \ViUiam J.'"m4•~r? L. ~. 

Jloparmin~tu. hi" x nU&rk, L.a. Ontiuerhllr<"ilo, hi• x mark, 1.. •• 
leperhoomah. hi•" mark, L~ ,_, llu~h A. Fn .. ter, L. • 
Tit!berhoomah, hi• x ntark, L. ,._ l'i~rre Ju•an, L. •. 
Ti•hoh<>larter, hia x m:u'k, L. t4. Jnn. Pitt:hl\'nn, jr., 1...:". 
ftlaloatan·hnbbn•, hi• x noark, l •. "· l>Rvicl l:•ulr-Om, L. • 
Arion lultl .. tllflh!""', hblx mark, r .. ". Shuluhmrunntctu~. hin x mark, L. f<. 
M.,tuhl-. hill x mark, ... .. Tt!Mhu, bitt x nutrk • L. ~-
A,...rlratubbee, hi• x mark, t..o. Lau,...,.·hubo-to, hi• x mark, 1.. •• 
1-tcrhuomah, blat x mark, l .. Jt. llutJiwhtuumu, hi!J x mark, t.. •• 
Chohtahm•t&hah, hi8 x mark, 1.. •• OfetttHl"tl, hit~ x tua.rk. L. If. 

Tunmtt•P•,.Inthl~, hit~~ x. mark, 1. ••. Ah~k()("he. hie x mark, L. :t. 
Oll:oo·harvo•r, hill x mark, ... .. Kalrtt4hnuht', hl:tJ :c ntark:, t.. ~ . 
llooobho1iha, hia x ntark, ..... Atoku, hie x nutrk, t.. !!!., 

Wan.ban<hahupia, hio x mark, L. •• hllteuu:.•l«ht~, hi!§ x mark, t...M. 
ftlaa,.,hunchahubi.M.~. hia x mull:, L. I. t:mthtohabe, hi• x mark, l..lt. 
)li•har\'llhbo-to, hia x mark, t..l'l. Si1M D. l'i•her. hi• x mark, L. "· 
Daniel ~leC11rtain, hi• x mark, 1.. •• btaae io' .. nlanm, hi~ x nu&rk. L. ~. 
T1111h hrhardoo, hi• x ntark, 1.. •• Httkatuhe, hit x mark, L..11. 
Hoktoontubbo-to, hi• x nuark, 1.. •• Hak"""he, hia x ntark, L. Jot. 

Nnknnerahoolunarh"''• hia x mark, L. •. Jerry Came~·, h~ x m•rk. L. "'· 
Mintro huomah. hiM x nunk, 1.. •• John \l'ashillgton. hi• x mark, l- !'l, 

Jamet Ka.mf1t, hi~ x mark, l .. lt. Pnm1hattluh~. hit9 x mark, L. ~-
Tiochnh•knbi~M", hi• x mark, L. M. P. 1'. l'irchh·un, hio x mark, L. :oo. 
Narlanal.wr, hie x marl:, 1 .. 111. J,,..j 11. :-iail. hi• x ouark, L. ~-
Pennllllha, hia x mark, ... "· ltupia ~tonlllkey. his x mark, L • .tt. 
lnharyarktor, bites tnark~ ... ". Kot·nhntuma. hit!l :t mark, '·· "'· ?tlottuhbee, hio x mark, I ... JC. \\'Hiium \\' ade. his x mark, L ..... 
Narharyuhhee. hbt x mark, l,.,lll. P:tn2'1'h,.th·knh~, hi~ x mark, L. "· 
Iahn,an·nhl~. hi,_ x mar"t t... ~. 11uiithtniu·hahuhl-,ee, hi• x. tnark, t.. ~-
Jamt"' ~lrKin~t, t. s. Ok lanov.-a, hit x mark, L, lll. 

Lewis \\~ilt<~on, hi• x mark, L. I. N~·tu. hi~ x ruark, t •• ". 
I•tonarkerha.reho, hift x onark, L. s. Janu!lf Jo'letctwr, hi" :"C rru&rk, t.. ~-
Hohinehanoartarher, hi• x mark, L ... 8il•• n. l~khlynn, L. :-. 
Kint4ulachubl~, hie x uutrk, L. 8. \\"illiam Tr.,hnm, hi!t x mark. L.A. 
Emarhilll!tubho!<o, hill x mark, r.. •• To~hkahemmittu, hil'll x lttll'k, L. -•· 
Gvaalnu..Jra, bm, hill s mark, L.. ~. Tethetayo. hhs x ulark, L. "· 
Thoma~~ Wall, L. ~. F:ruoklnflhahurie, hi~ x mark. L • .!'l. 

Sam. II. Wu~"'· '·· .. Ti:lhuimita. hie x tmtrk. L. •. 
Arlartar. hill X tnark, t ... ~. Thumlllf \V . .lo'O!!h•r, his x mark. L. :t. 

NittahuhbM, hio x mark. 1- "· 1 .... 1 .. c lll'lll'hl'll.,., hb x mark. 1 •• !1. 

Tiahononun, hi• x mark, L. ~. Le' i P~rkin~. hie:< nmrk~ 1.. ~. 

\Van~hart·hahoomah, hi:ot x 1u~rk. ,_ .. T!lllat· Prrr.'·· hi~ x mark, r •• ~-

I-.e J •mfltf, h i• x tu~ rk . I •• II. ll'lhl>•tu-..•k•l ltiHtlllah, hi~ x mark, I,_:'(_ 

llopiaiootlll!hhr, loio x murk, J ... J't, llinuu Kiutt. hi~ :t 1HArk, t.. ..... 
AryOtOhkerml!r, hia x mark, L. J, Ojrlll Eulah, hi• x mark, L. "· 
Shetuotar, hi~ x n~&rk. 1.., ~- ~ultlahtuM-..•t•, hi" x uuttk, 1..!'0. 
Hupiaillll:erina. hie x mark, '-!'II. Tuaka llollaotuh. hi.• x mark. L. )t. 

Thonuut f.toftt\t'f', his x mark:, 1.. •• Koth,tt~nt.-hadwt.i..:~. hi~ x mark. r •• ~-

A mok••dmuobbelo, hi• x mark, l .. l". E.\':trpuhth~u, his x mark. t.. ~. 
Sho>korerluktul, hio x nourk, t...::s. Ok•·nt:..huht"-·· hi11:.:: mark, 1 •• ·•. 
Po • ..tu~rh• .onuth, hit~ :.oc 1uark, J .. s. t..h·int: \\'u (."'"!ub, hi!!! x mark, L. ·"'· 
&~rt ~ .. ol,-.omt hiM X motrk, 1 .. ~. John JonMt, hill' x mark, L. ~-
Arharyntuhbee, hio x onurk, J..,!'l. l'harh.~ Joru"l'', hi!ll x mark, L. ,, 

KusbQnnlarter, hi• x mark. t.. •• INtat; Jnu~. hif x 1uark, t... ~. 

Jamft \' auchan, hjd X UJ&J'kt L. •• Uocklu~·h.a, hi.e :t rnu.rlt, L. ~-
Phiplip, hia x mark, L. o. :\llll'COIII!t'. hi$ x mark, L. :t. 

)teshameve, hi& x mark, L.. ~. Eden Nelllon, hi& x mark, l..S. 
bhtehel<&, hie x m&rk, t.. •• 



463 

' Or lndiant haif!IIMM" 
·or cnn~eDtioot ' ud theri- -~U~rlll•• 

dt1: )GWI llOd ~tion 
"~"''" cc>nvi<tioa,~ impriton~ in~~ comm~~ • 



464 



465 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

.IAMDit.~L.OMON..IIt. 

O&PVT'I'A~,.,.OI:NIIIAL 

Wll.UAMM..DUa.JIIL 
U'ICUnVI:IoRMTAHT 

W ... t.~ S. T\lltNI:II 
CMIIP' -TAHT ATTOIINIU GIENI .. A1.. 

Ms. Jennie Lee Dees 
Executive Director 

CHARLES A. GRAOOICK 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

DEC 10 1981 

DEC 11.1981 

AOMIN .. TIIIATN'IE MltUIING 
e• NOIITN lh\1~ STIU:n 
MOfoi'TGOMIII'I'.A\.AaAMA 3.130 
AIIU-120518~!11!50 

Alabama Indian Affairs Commission 
Suite 211 Perry Hill Office Park 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

Dear Ms. Dees: 

Indians - Indian Tribes -
Indian Affairs Commission 

Acts 79-343 and 79-228 give the 
Mowah Band of Indians state 
recognition. 

You have requested the op1.m.on of this office in regard 
to the validity of the status of the Mowah Band of Choctaw 
Indians in Mobile and Washington counties. In particular 
your question is whether this Band qualifies as a tribe 
and therefore may receive federal grant money. 

According to §41-9-703(c) of the Alabama Code "Recognition 
of Indians shall be at the discretion of the Southwest Alabama 
Indian Affairs Commission." This Commission adopted regulations 
providing for legal recognition of Indian tribes, groups and 
organizations on April 10, 1980. Howevet, before these regu­
lations were passed the state of Alabama still had the 
authority to recognize individual tribes as shown through 
Local Acts No. 79-343 and 79-228. These acts repeal "all laws 
or parts of laws conflicting with this Act in regard to Mobile 
and Washington counties." 
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It is the opinion of this office that the Mowah Band of 
Choctaw Indians has been recognized by the State of Alabama 
by virtue of two 1979 Local Acts (numbers 79-454 and 79-228). 
and that a letter of certification may be issued to this 
effect. 

CAG/MME/pm 

Yours very truly, 

CHARLES.A. GRADDICK 
Attorney General 

/i t~l;.,t..j) ~lcfk<t By~: 

MI L M. ELEY I 
Assistant Attorney General 
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- ----------- --·- ---- - ---- - .. -----
Federal Recognition -A Historical 1\\ist of Fate 

by Faith Roessel 

The Wampanoag Tn"bal Council of Oay 
Head, Massachusetts, after 200 year$ finally 
became formally acknowledged as an "Indian 
tn'be" in 1987 • an identity they themselves 
uevu questioned. Long foreclosed from this 
distinct sovemmental status, it now brings to 
tbem all abe rights, privileges, and protections 
aC«>rded evel)' other "recogniud" Indian 
tn'be in the United State~. 

The Oay Head tribe is DOt alone. The 
American Indian Polic:y Review Commimon 
(AIPRC) in 1977 identified 133 nonrecogniud 
Indian eommunities in tbe United States. 
The Report funher documented that of these, 
23 were land o•,ners, although the land was 
not necessarilj pro!ected by the federal 
goverrunent At least 37 communities were 
found to have bad formal treaty relationships 
pro:~dating the United States and at least 29 
rommunities have treaty rights that were 
either (:Onfumed by the United States or were 
negotiated dir«tly between the historic tribe 
and the United States. The AIPRC also 
found the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) had 
designated 2S of these 133 Indian 
communities as Indian tribes. So what went 
wrong? Why weren't these Indian 
communities ever recognized? 

The answer lies in our history boob and in 
lllllkin& aeuse or our federal Indian policy. 
Kirke JCidci!l,ghird llld Karen Ducbeneaux, 
aulhorl of OM H1l1111N1 Millian~, (1978), 
apt)y titled a chapter on non-recognized 
Indian communities as "Those Whom Even 

Tune Forgot.• In this chapter, the authors 
pose the question, 'But what of the tribes so 
lllllall, so peaceful, or so isolated that they 
posed no threat to white settlement? In most 
CISe$, they were simply foraoncn.• 

'Ibe authors detailed several examples of 
Indian communities wbo esc:aped recognition 
but wbo qualify as dependent Indian 
eommunities. 

,.., ... ,..,p~c .. 0 aoalcluw ... - rfcl>lo .. 
.... ladi&D llriba. ..., ..., .,.. ,..,pl ... 0 ...... 

.....- JIO"'"ful lllDitarll)'aod lllus •1>1• to fo,...lbe 
ll•lll<l St&ll:o to Ileal wltb lll•m t.y Trul). 
C.DStqutDily, llout ... •• ••d IG rec:ocnlu lbem 
.,. to lllO\'tlb..,. to OIJahoma. II ... ,......, tlnJ>rt 
to nalbo lbl lad.laalcpl ripb .. ,..,d •P<>• lllc 
ran •llh .. lth lbt Uolt.d Stow c:ao abust lncllan 
communltl!l .. bvt 1ucb appe.o,.lo I>< the a st. 

Whereas most tribes gained their 
reoogniu:d status through war and treaty, and 

tl-t. 
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., ..... lllde ...... ..q, ., • 
llhtorfcal twk rA f.ate were denied Wel'll 
reqn.ition. 1bese e.xcluded tribes continue 
to exist, but have ktn administratively 
denied beDeliiS because Chey arc 
'"non-!ec!mlly rerognlud• tribes. 

This »tide will define the nature or 
federal recognition and describe the history 
and presen: administrative requirements to 
become federally acknowledged. Because the 
United States Senate has pending before it 
IWO federal acknowledgment bills, these will 
be discussed, as well as the respective 
positions of the proponents and opponents of 
Juch measures. In conclusion, the article will 
explore who benefits from federal recognition 
and whether federal recognition contributes 
10 Indian law and policy. 

Con&ftSSional ltffillllltlon and 
Admllllstnotlve A.ekftowleclpenl 

Jn 1975 a unanimous federal eourt 
elucidated ID astounding principle on behalf 
of a NARF client. The court held that even 
though the Passamaquoddy Tn'be of Maine 
bad Dever CDtered into a treaty with the 
United Statu, and the Congress had never 
specifically mentioned the Passamaquoddy, 
die federal government has a crust 
relationship based on the federal 
Nonintercourse act with •any tribe of Indians; 
including the Passamaquoddy. Joint Tribal 
CouiiCiJ of Passamaquoddy Tribe v. Monon., 
(197S). This holding went directly against the 
Depanment of Interior's position that 
predicated the trust relationship as only owed 
10 "recognized • tribes. 

Passamaquoddy ~ets fonh the legal 
principle that Congress in 1790 by enacting 
the Nonintercourse act had generally 
recognized and assumed a trust responsibilry 
to Ill/ Indian tribes. Specific acts of 
recognition, however, through treaty, 
e.xecutive arder or IdS of Congress, 
conceivably could later &ake plaee and did 
beiWCien particular tn'bes and die United 
Slates. 

WilldiM C1DD1C1t cl ~ 1114111*11k 
tecopldoa, QUtS1Joas coritlnued ID. Mr 
whether an fndian JrOup sb'll Clisted as an 
Indian uibe to be accorded the trust 
relationship. J.n die absence or spedlic 
congressional JUidelines, the Department of 
the Interior derived its ()11.11 standards to 
determine whether specific Indian groups still 
maintained a tribal identity. 
~ In the course of this evolution, the 

Solicitor's Office or the Department or the 
Interior distinguished between •recognition. • 
a prerogative or Congress and 
•acknowledgment: a secretarial designation 
that a government·to·government 
relationship exists berween the United States 
and a particular tribe. Accordingly, 1 tribe 
named in a treaty or receiving benefits from 
an act of Congress bas ken recognized, and 
acknowledging that status is an 
administrative, perhaps DOndiscretionary act. 
The Department's 1978 regulations may have 
confused this distinction because it requires 
an elaborate anthropological showing but 
without any c:redeoce given to prior federal 

~ 
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lelices flit 6111l011Sirlte lpedlk JeCIOIIIhlo& 
~eadJ, the Dep11.!11Dellt IJtiD rclwa 10 
.W fllto ICCOU!lt prior federal Ids when 
I'C\iewin& a pelilion for adalowledpenL 

The COIXJept of recognition rcmallls 1 
vii.~le doctrine defined 1$ 1 fonnal political 
dedsion to establish a 
ICT·ernrnent-t0·£0\'trnment relationship 
be:o.·een an Indian tribe and the United 
Su:es. Recognition therefore Is sinu1ar to the 
process which is found in international Jaw. 
• A state is not required by international law to 
rerogniz.e an entity as a state or a regime 1$ 

the aovemment of a state, but this Is a 
political question to be determined !'f the 
e•:c:utive branch of the aovemment. 4S 
A~Jur 2d Section JS. The President usually 
cooferred tuognilion to Indian tribes l1ld 
fcreip aovemments, with the ldvice and 
CIOIISellt fll the Sealte throu&h the 
constitutional treaty making power. ln 1871, 
tile treaty period ended between the United 
Sates and Indian tribes. Thereafter, 
rccognilion was eonferred by executive order, 
Jcais!ation, ar by olher IDC&II.S. 

Since the end of the treety period, whether 
&o recop an Indian tn"be in the first place 
!las been one for Congress to make ud Is 
wholly discretionaty. In U.S. v. Contk/ariQ, 
(1916), the Supreme Court noted that 
Congress cannot arbitrarily call the pueblo an 
"Indian tribe," but "the questions whether, to 
•ilat cxttlll, and for what time they shall be 
recognized and dealt with 1$ dtpendenttribes 
requiring lhe JUardianship and protection of 
L'lc United States are to be determined by 
Congress and not by the couru.• In United 
Sloles "· John, (1978) tht Supreme Court 
confirmed the status or the Mississippi 
Qoctaw llld found that "Neither the feet that 
the Oloc:tD-s in Mississippi lTC merely a 
remnant d a larger sroup of Indians, Ions ago 
removed from Mississippi. nor the fact that 
fccleraJ rupeMskm over them 1w not bee11 
~destroys the federal power 10 deal 
wilhdlem." 

Oace IWQlJIIilioD lw been OOIIfi.rmed, this 
uturally Jcad5 10 tbe questJon whetbCr it 1111)' 
be lost or withdrawn. Olar1es Wilkinson, 
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,., ........ ..,. ., .....,, aisle- •••• "-
lrllla ... eo..cru• • -ll••taa .,u... Tril>al 
edslooct, ""oil) IDclrprocltal t1 ID) f•••r.l oc11oa, 
II ... tnlalatd .,..,"' •• a lribo .. """'""'' ut tilt 
.01 to aaiDiaiD IL b ..... ~· rcW•• 
utlulri!JID"""' .ttlldot 1rt11t Ia....., ..,_ 
elholstabo. ld.• 76. 

Presumably then, once a tribe has been 
recognized, it c:annot lose that status based on 
federal peglect or on tbe possibility that the 
tribe bas ehanged or evolved. Whether 1 
tribe ceases its political relationship with the 
United States can only be determined by an 
express let of Congress. A period of federal 
Indian policy attempted to do just that 
throush termination leaista!ion. M~ 
v. Vniled Stales, (1968). Slmil11ly, it follows 
tbat specific Congressional legislation would 
be needed to witbdraw a tn'be 'I recognition 
nlher than bureaucratic malcfictnce. 

P.roof of Tribal Identity and Exlstenee 

In 1978, the Bureau of Indian. Affairs 
(BIA) promulgated administrative procedures 
for establishing that an American Indian 
group exists as an Indian tribe, in large pan, 
as a reaction to the eastern land claims and 
U.S. v. Washington litigation. 2S CFR Pm18J. 
The BIA was also suoc:umbing to 
recommendations from the AlPRC which 
called for Congressional standards for 
recognition purposes. At the lime, Senator 
James Abourezk, Clairman of the Senate 
Select Committee on Indian Aft'alrs, bad 
introduced S. ·2375, in response 10 the AIPRC 
recommendation. This legislation relied on 
the "Cohen criteria" and lllowed for a prima 
fade showiDa of rec:opltion based on 1 
treaty, act of Couareu. or euartive order, 
thereby shifdn& the burden of proof to the 
pernmem. s. 2.375 - Dt¥Cf ICied upon 
because the A.dminlstrltion I5SUI'ed ~ 
it bad dcvcloptd its own stllldarck lod 
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I" ce ,,,.,....,. Jealllldoaa •--•'7 
iluptlc:adOII. 

The J978 re,llllatio!ll departed alpllfic:antly 
ftom what had ken prior Bureau practice. 
BetweeD 1935 llld J974,1be Bureau !lad been 
appl)'ini the "Collen eriteria" found In Felix 
Cohen'$ HtvUfboolc of Ftdt:ral lndiQ/1 Law 
(1942 til.). During this time the Bureau was 
determining uibal cx.istenet in order to 
a5etnai.n eligibility for aovernmcnt services 
under the Indian Reorganiution Act. Tribal 
existence questions under study by the 
Solicitor's offKe were evaluated under the 
following: (a) that the aroup bas bad treaty 
relations with the United States; (b) that the 
aroup bali been denominated a tribe by act of 
Congress or cxerutive order; (c:) that the 
aroup bali been treated as having c:ollective 
ri&hts In tribal land$ or funds, even thouah not 
expressly desipated a tribe; (d) that the 
croup has IIcea treated as a tribe or band by 
other Indian ln'bes; or (e) that tbe Indian 
JrOUP bali exe!dsed politic:at authority over its 
members thnJt&b a tribal council or other 
aovemmenta1•11ms. ld. 271. 

A Sollcitor'l opinion was oflen employed 
uu1izing at lust one or more or the above 10 
establish a croup IS a "tribe" or "band." Other 
factors that were considered, but uot 
conc:lusive, ..uc the "existence of special 
appropriation items for the aroup and the 
social 110lidarity of the group.• 
Correspo'fl.di:fl« from LaFollette Butler, 
Commissioner of JndiQ/1 Affairs, 10 U.S. 
&naJor Htf~JY M. Jackso11, June 7, 19U. 
During the ..W-1970'5 the Bureau maintained 
that it· lacked the . authority to •recognize" 
Indian tribes. but that it might •acknowledge 
the existence• of Indian tn1les previously 
reeogniud uDder treaty or ads of Congress. 

Remarkably, in this context, the 1978 
regulations lacked any reference to treaties, 
aru of Congress, or exerutive orders as a 
means of prior federal recopition which 
would we!p in favor or proving ttibal 
existenc:e. lllstead, the rqulatio!ll took a 
todo-anthropologic:al approach, but 1I5Cd the 
terminology of •ac:knowJedgment• as 
conceived by the Solicitor's oftic:e. 

'NARF unl Jleview 4 

The regulations, still in use and never 
modified, require a petitioner to meet seven 
c:riteria pursuant 10 25 o-R 83.7. A petition 
must: (a) establish that a petitioning Indian 
group bas been Identified from historical 
times unu1 the present on a substantially 
continuous basis IS • American llldian" or 
•aboriginal;" (b) contain evidence that a 
substantial ponion of the petitioning group 
inhabits a specific area or lives in an 
American Indian eommunity with its 
members descendants of an Indian tribe 
which historically inhabited a specific area; 
(c) establish that a petitioning group bas 
maintained tribal political influence or other 
authority over its members as an autonomous 
entity throuahout history until the present; 
(d) provide the petitioning group'5 governing 
dOOJment, or in its absence, a description of 
membership c:dteria and governmental 
operations over its affairs and members; (e) 
provide a membership list c:omistin& of 
members wbo are descended from a historical 
trt'be or tnDc:s; (I) establish that the 
petitioning JrO!Ip's members are not 
principally members of other Nonh American 

Summerl989 



471 

Wan des; and, (a) dlow t11at tile 
pelitlonin& Jf'OIIP lias 1101 llec11 aubject 10 • 
te!1lllnatloll atatute. 

The Assistant Surewy for IDdilll Aflalrs 
carries out the prescribed duties through the 
Branch of Acknowledgment and Research 
(BAR) 111itbin the Buteau of Indian Affairs. 
BAR 5taff conducts the review of all petitioffi. 
Each petition is reviewed by one team 
consisting of • historian, an anthropologist 
and a cenealogist. Should there be any 
"obvious deficiencies or significant omissions• 
in the petition, r.taff are to notify and describe 
them to the petitioner. The petitioner may 
withdraw or respond to coned these 
deficiencies; no time lirniiS are specified to do 
so. Petitions are evaluated oo a "firM come, 
first served basis: with priority Jlven to the 
petition or Jetter of illtent to petition with the 
earliest filina date with the BAR ofl'icc. 

A fuUy documented petition that bas 
unde11one an initial review and any responses 
to it may be ready for active coosideration, 
but aucb a determination remains whoDy 
within the discretion of the BAR staff. When 
a petition comes under active consideration 
therefore depends on • variety of factors. A 
petition ideally would have an early filing 
elate, the obvious deficiency r.tage would have 
been relatively sbor1 or none at all, and the 
BAR staff would be able almost simultaneous 
with the readiness of the petition to 
inunediately begin work on it. The ideal, 
however, escapes the practice. 

Within one year after a petitioner bas been 
notified that active consideration bas begun. 
the proposed findings are published in the 
Federal Register, uuless extended by an 
additional 180 days upon a showing of due 
cause to the petitioner. All deadlines under 
the regulations arc unenforceable. 

Once the proposed findings are~ published, 
any illclividual or orpnizatlon may within 120 
days iebut the fiDdiDas by lllhmlttllla bs OWII 
factual, ..... aDCI ~documeDialioa. 

II BAR refuses 10 IICbowJedae the 
petitloAia& pup. abe oal)' apponuulty 10 
contest the acfvcne 6odlng Is through the 
Secreta" of the Interior asking the Assistant 

lecrewy 10 leC!DIIdder his dedsloa. Wbelher 
abe Sectet~~y will aU: the Aalsllllt lecrewy 
10 reconsider his decisi011ID practk:c )las llecn 
determined by 1be BAR ad tbemr.etves, 
since they ultimately receive the 
reconsideration request from the Secretary. 
A denied petition, therefore, goes back to the 
Vel')' persons who decided against tribal 
existence In the first place. 

In the end, if a petitioner &uocessfuDy 
makes it through the process. the regulations 
provide it will be elieiblc for servic.es and 
benefits from the federal JOVCrnment 
available to other federally recogni:ud uibes 
and will be able to maintain a 
sovernment-to-goveroment relationship with 
the United States. Funding for these ne~~o· 
tribes comes under a separate account within 
theBIA 

"Lost and Found' Tribes 

Included iD the 1978 regulations was a 
provision directing the Secretary of the 
IDterior 10 contact "all Indian JfOUps kllowD 
to the Department In the continental United 
States whose existence bas 110t been 
previously acknowledged by the Department.' 
25 CF.R. &3.6. Tbe American Indian Policy 
Review Commission list was apedfically 
required to be Included. 

The BlA reports that about 114 Indian 
groups have indicated 1n interest to petition 
for Jcknowledgment under the regulations. 
Forty of the requesiS were on band when the 
aclcnowledgmeot office started in 1978 with 
the remaining 74 reque~sts received since 
the11. Ill accordance with the regulations, 7 
groups have been acknowledged and 12 have 
been denied. Congress, In the meantime, bas 
continued to exercise its lepslative authority 
by recognizing, restorins. or darifyins the 
status of Sllldian groups since 1978. 

AccordlDa · 10 the Bureau'• most rec:eot 
llltisdG, April 1989, 28 luUy documoDted 
petitions llaYe been mbmltted and 11re at 
"flrious lllps of the pedtionill& process. 
Four of these petitioos 11re listed as Wider 
~-~nsideration, but that does oot 
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eeee:asuUy - ..,_ 111 WDi nvlewed 
•• die IIIIIC lime. BlA lclmlts that only 
1.5-2.0 pelitioa.s arc belna CIO!Dpleted each 
~car. or the 28 completed petluons, 12 are 
awaJtin& 10111C fonn or Bureau IClion, and 16 
arc awaiting petitioner responses to BAR's 
obvious deficiency lettell. Funhermorc, the 
Bureau documents that 35 additional groups 
arc currently working on their petitions and 
2.6 others are known to exist but who have not 
responded to the Bureau's inquiries. Given 
the current rate of l.S-2.0 petitions being 
completed each year, the acknowledgment 
process will easily extend into the twenty-first 
century. 

Petitioners are dependent on the 
Administration for Native Americans (ANA), 
which provides the only source of federal 
funding to assist nonreeognized communities 
in the preparation or their petitions. The BlA 
does not provide simlliar assistance to a 
petitionin& aroup. ANA status clarification 
grants began in 1981 with the purpose of 
supponing community applied research and 
aalstiDB IJ'OIIPS by linkina diem with those 
who would provide technical assistaDoc. An 
ANA 1982 Issue Paper on Status Clarification 
explained ANA's mission as assisting these 
communities in overcoming the policies of 
nonrecognition and termination which stand 
as barriers to Indian 50c:ial and economic 
self-sufficiency. Since 1981, ANA has funded 
118 grants for status clarification purposes. 

Recently, ANA commissioned a study to 
survey their status clarification recipients. 
Commonly known as the Orbis Report, 
outside researchers visited 35 Indian 
communities who reside in IS stales. The size 
of the 35 communities ranged from the 
smallest witb ISO members (lena Band of 
Choctaw, Louisiana) to lhe largest with over 
30,000 members (l.umbee, North Carolina). 
Sil<ty-lhrcc percent (22 arantees) of these 
communities feU below the BIA's "small tnbc:" 
definition of 1,500 members. Twenty-ei&ht 
percent (10 pantccs) ranged between 1,501 
and S,OOO members and dose to nine percent 
(3 pntea) bad memberships which 
acceded 5,000 members. 

ANA .._ clartficadoa II'Utl fD IDwlrd 
providil!l two types or actMiies: 1) rucardl 
and 2) tribal JOVCrnmental reorpnilatlon or 
atrenJ!henifti. NARF currently rcpresenu a 
DVmber of panlees Ill dleir rucardl which 
include historical, sencalogical, ethnographic. 
and legal. The Orbis Repon observed the 
arduous tasi of this type of research noting 
that since the •groups in question seldom 
have documented histories available, tbe 
researcher is forced to spend considerable 
time searching state and local archives, 
private collections, and obscure secondary 
sources for information. • . .This historical 
research component is long. tedious, and 
expensive.• 

Regarding the second activity or 
strengthening tribal governments, Orbis 
underscored lhe fact lhat 1aJ strong 
JOVCilll!ICDt witb IOund and effective 
operational proocdures ill place should be the 
springboard for advancing a community to 
greater social and economic self-sufficiency .... 
Funhermorc, tn'bes with developed 
management capabilities and experience can 

Sll!lliiiCr 1989 
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~ .... IIIIOOdler lnlllltloo -
Wcrll recophloD .. ac:talewcl• 

1be Orbls Report atatc4 that lhc status 
clarification Jrlllll arc aebievlna lheir Joals. 
To date, 21 arantccs llavc completed and 
submitted documented petitions to BAR. 
Only 11 have not, and 3 were ineligible to do 
so, because they bad , been named in a 
termination statute and would have to seek 
restoration legislation. 

Overcomlnc Concresslon.l Benlp Nrclect 

Over the past twelve years the Senate has 
held three oversight hearings on the federal 
acknowledgment process, In 1980, 1983 and 
1988. Following the 1988 hearing, Chairman 
Daniel K. Inouye urged witnesses to draft 
proposed legislation to respond to the ills 
testified to before the Senate Select 
Committee OD Indian Affairs. NARF, at the 
Olalrman's request, played a key role in 
assisting the Committee to develop legislation 
and in working with other or&aniz.ations who 
took an interest In federal acknowledament 
reform. Subsequently in Marc:b 1989, Senator 
Inouye Introduced S. 611, the Indian Federal 
Ac:ltnowledament Administrative Procedures 
Ac:t. Twelve other Senators bave joined in 
support and are co-sponsors of the bill. S. 611 
represents the first comprehensive 
recognition bill to be introduced in the 
Senate, since Senator Abourezk's bill in 1977. 

S. 611, rather than perpetuating the current 
acknowledgment system, attempts to correct 
the deficiencies by proposing solutions which 
are based on the experience of professionals 
who have been involved in the system since 
1978. In approach, S. 611 distinguishes 
between two different types of petitioners; 
those who have been previously recognized 
and those who have not. For those who have 
been named in a treaty, executive order, or 
act of Conaress. the petitioner need only show 
suc:b a document; that lhe Indian aroup and 
its members an: dcsc:cndants from the historic: 
an'bc: and, that It bas a c:urrcnt aoverning 
body. Onc:c chis prima fade abowin& has been 
made thea the Indian poup bas 
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~.-~- .. ltltlll6ould lie ac:btM 'lk Weal 
Jovcrnmcnt carries the bur en ol' provinl die 
Indian aroup ao Jonaer exists as an lnd:an 
tn"be. 

Those Indian aroups who clo not b1Ye 
evidence of prior federal recognition wo::ld 
petition through the more elaborate pro.:us 
analogous to the present system. lmpor.1nt 
improvements, however, have been ~e, 
Deadlines are built into the process to 
overcome the years of delays. A DeW 
enforcement mechanism is being proposet to 
create a right to mandamus action in fed:ral 
coun to enforce the deadlines, Expedie:1cy 
will also be promoted with additional 
definitions and thresholds of proof statet so 
petitioners will know when they have m:t a 
requirement. 

Related to what constitutes sufficient 
proof, S. 6ll sets up for the fint time uniform 
standards to be applied equally to ac:b 
petitioner. Precedent will prevan and v.i:h it 
conceivably less money expended beause 
petitioners will know wbat to provide, and will 
not bave to repeatedly respond to ngue 
obvious defidency letters. Aa appeal process 
in S. 6ll adds a critical component long 
overlooked. Disagreements with the new 
Office of Federal Acknowledgment v.i:! be 
resolved by an independent three-person 
panel to be named anew in each case. Panel 
members will be selected on the ba>:s of 
expenise in anthropology, history an~ by 
national reputation. 

The new Office of Fe.:leral 
Acknowledgment will only handle fe.:leral 
acknowledgment petitions, compared to the 
BAR office which only expends 40 percent of 
its time on active status petitions. This 
exclusive foeus to federal acknowledpnent 
should increase efficiency and promote 
professionalism. To address possible co::flicts 
of interest between the acknowledpnent 
office and the BIA, the new office is set up 
independent of the BIA, but stiU within the 
Department of Interior. 

Two days before the beui~~& on S. 611, 
Rankin& .,inority Member Senator Jolin 
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t.kQda ~ .. .... WmJ 
acl:Dowteda~Dnt CIOUIIIcrplrt, •• tl2. .. t12 
lw been Med as kllslalilla the atal\IS quo, 
with a few dwl&es. li lllllnt.ains the cune11t 
BAR office wilhlll die BIA. It utilizes the 
current crileria for petitions without 
operational definitions 10 ~Wist social 
sdentisu. And, priori!)' consideration goes to 
uibes wbo have been terminated. 

S. 912 funher provides that an Assistant 
Secrelaly'alldvene cfedsion may be appealed 
to the Offia: of Hearings and Appeals' within 
the Depal1ment of Interior, rather than 
undergo expert review as in S. 611. If no 
action on 1 petition tales place within 6 years 
either by lbe Assistant Secretary or the 
Appeals Board, the petition will be treated as 
denied and may be appealed for de novo 
review in federal CIOIII1. Although the bill is 
authoriud for 12 years, a petition for 
rec:opitioll must be 111bmitted wilhlll m 
:years. The legislalion uses the term 
"recognitioll• in plaee of acknowledgment. 
Whether Senator McCain intends to do away 
with the distiDetion or 110t remains unclear. 

On M.,. 5, 1989 the Committee heard 
testimoay on 5.611 from the Department of 
Interior, legal experts, historians, 
anthropologisu, Indian tribes against and in 
support of the acknowledgment prooess, and 
Indian communities seeldng 
acknowledgment. Tribal witnesses wbo 
testified apinst S. 611, intetpreted S. 611 as 
weakening tbe criteria for federal 
acknowledgment 10 such an extent that 
anyone tnay qualify as an Indian tribe. As one 
tn'bal witness stated in his written testimony, 
"We see in S. 611 a threat to our sovereign 
powers. Ju broad definitions and lax 
standards would everuually make a mockery 
of the very meaning of 'Indian tn'be' and 
'governmtllt-to-government' relationship."' 

Contrasted with that view, the majority of 
witnesses at the hearing focused on the 
problems with the .,stem and the need 10 
substantially improve lL Academic ldlolars 
1D llistory aDd andlropoloay testified that the 
revised criteria are ac:tuaDy more cllfticult to 
meet than die cunent criteria aDd they 

• 

= dleGpCnldaaii....._IO .... 
CaloaaJa Ill tile 6eW • 10 .. ,_ .. 

re,qulred and how much. Pclitioabla IJ'OIIPI 
testified ID support of S. 611 • 1 1DU111 to 
break die Joa jam It BAR where petitions 
have been lquishina for yeara. Aldie elld 
of the hearing. Senator Inouye as'ked lbe 
minority and the majority stafl' of lbe 
Conunittee to fashion • •compromise• bill 
that would meet the concerns of all involved. 
To date, • compromise bas yet to be 
proposed other than drafu of possible 
approaches. The Conunittee anticipates a 
bearing on the compromise vmion once it 
has been introduced. 

Conclusion 

This article in a broad sweep bas attempted 
10 put in some bisiOrical, legal, and 
ConJressional perspec:ti:ve lbe pbenome110n 
or recognizing and acknowledging l!ldian 
communities that meet certain prescribed 
criteria. Over ten years ago, lbe Americ:an 
Indian Policy Review Commission in its IISk 
force repon concluded that: 

,... -.Ill ., ............ ~~ .. • ......... 
-•ualtiH nd I..Shtlluah w...,. ~~~ ... 
ud •!Ply similar lo die .... tu .rte,.lulloa: dot 
coeUauu -1011 .r lrihal lallds, er lbr .-pldt 
ao.s lb.....r; lilt .. lul ... tloe .r col>aiYC, o11'rc1M 
1rllool 1....,.•••1> aDd aoda! erpa!u!IODJ; pd 
Ill• ollmt ... u ... of tpeclal futnl ocntooo, ... ......, 
die CODIIaurd dralal .r sud> ocnka nld> dot 
ladlaa commuolll.. Ia ,. •• r.~ appear lo 
... ponk17•"'cl. 
It is this community of Indian people that 

NARF bas served and cootinues to serve. 
Tn'bal existence forms the core of any Indian 
community's ability to become independent 
and self-sufficient, and tribal emtena: is one 
of NARFs priority areas. Consequently, lbe 
legislative proposals before Congress are of 
paramount imponance to our clients who are 
not IS fortunate as the majority of Indian 
tribes designated as •recognized. • 

NARF has built an impressive tradt record 
in Its tribal existe~~ee ~ NARF'a clients 
who have chaseD to proeeed dlroqb die 
IICbowledgment process have each been 
successful. In every case ID whidl tepJaliw 
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reqnf1loD er rutorldoD lias hea die 
vehicle, ~gain. NARF ha~ never failed 10 
~ehieve eilber Joal. 

Tile politics of "recognition• In Indian 
country cannot be overlooked. Even the 
AJPRC lamemed about the •extremely 
controversial nature of 'recognition and 
non-rteofnilion' in the ~ocio-polilic~l arena 
of Indian affairs.• Wherea~ nonrecognized 
Indian communities have faced almost 
insurmountable odds in their quest to become 
recognized, they nov.· face even greater 
political odd~ to overcome the perception by 
some in Indian country that they arc 
illegitimate and will further diminish already 
sc:arce resources. While no one can dispute 
the decrease in fiscal expenditure since 1980 
for all domestic programs, including Indian 
programs, those who are concerned with a 
IDllller pic need to remind themselves or the 
origins of the federal trust relationship. 
Rather than it being calculated by the Office 
of ManaJ,;ement and Budget as an 
appropriation item, tbe trust relationship is 
based on tbe U.S. Constitution, treaties, 
statutes, and federal common Jaw. 

"Recognition• compels students or Indian 
law and policy to go back to the underlying 
precepts or lbe relationship between Indian 
tribes and the United States< Inquiries into 
the recognition issue may very well lead to the 
conclusion that since 1978 the Congress has 
abdicated its rcsponsibilil)· of recognizing 
Indian tribes and has left it to an 
administrative procedure that is carrying on 
with a life of its own, and now needs 
Congressional intervention. 

•Recognition· also supports the concept 
that Indian law and tribal existence are not 
static concepts. Tile fact that Congress will 
continue to recogni~e or restore tribes, and 
even legislate to authorize the Interior 
Department to ack.nowledge tribes 
substantiates a continual trust relationship; 
DOt one dependent on or thwarted by fiscal 
policy. 

We 8fe further iDstructed that tribal 
existence and identity do DOl depend on 
"recognition.• Once that equation is made, 

any tribe at some point _,lie ID je.opardy of 
losing Its Identity b)< I mere &lip or the federal 
pen. It h~ alread) happeoed to 33 Alaska 
Native ~mages 1to-bo teuirted at the 1988 
oversight hearing that they bad b«n 
"inadvertently• dt-recogniud by the BIA 
They have yet to have bad their statu~ 
rrsolved 

Perhaps the MOl) of Ct..d Lillie Shell. a 
Chippewa leader helps us understand how the 
accidents of history are closely· allied "'ith 
recognition. Fadnr forced removal, Chid 
Uttle Shell refused to sigr, what he believed 
was an unscrupulous treat). His descendants, 
now NARF clients, are petitioning the BAR 
for federal acknowledgment They are asking. 
and rightfully so, does not the act of refusing 
to sign a treaty denote an act or a sovereign? 
The answer should be yes. The BAR will be 
faced with that question wbenever they 
actively consider the little SheD petition. 

In sum, the benefitS of 'recognition' for 
those communities who have achieved that 
goal are imme~urable. What these Indian 
communities teach us is an exercise of tribal 
sovereignty in its purest form; sovereignty 
never reliant upon federal services nor 
subsidies. 

Summerl989 
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Native American 'Ripts Fund 

The Nativc AmeriGo: Rights FUDd is a """l"ofit 
orpniz.alioa 1peci.aliz'.i:ii ill the proccaioo of Jadi~ 
rights. The prioritic> ol SARF arc (I) the pre>cn"Olioo 
of tribal CJU!cocc; 2) lk proccctioa of tribol qtural 
resources; (3) the proc:>a<ioD of humao ripts; (4) the 
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STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
:ss 

COUNTY OF HUGHES 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH ) 
DAKOTA, ex rei SOUTH DAKOTA ) 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, ) 
IN THE INTERESTS OF ) 

) 
CARRIE HOSMAN, STEVEN HOSMAN, ) 
SANDRA HOSMAN, CATHY HOSMAN, ) 
MATTHEW HOSMAN, STACY HOSMAN, ) 
and CODY HOSMAN, ) 

) 
Minor Children, ) 

) 
and concerning ) 

) 
CAROL ORSO HOSMAN and ) 
DAVID HOSMAN, SR, ) 

) 
Respondents. ) 

477 

IN CIRCUIT COURT 

SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

ORDER GRANTING 
TRIBE'S MOTION TO 
INTERVENE 

The Mo-wa Band of Choctaw Indians having tiled, through the Honorable John D. 

Rivers, Tribal Judge, a Motion to Intervene; the Court having considered said motion and 

good cause appearing, it is hereby 

ORDERED that the Motion to Intervene by the Mo·wa Band of Choctaw Indians is 

granted. 

DATED this __rf. day of April, 1994. 

ATTEST: 

Clz:t~ . .t'~4!n) 
I' 

By: ,j~'-'"'' 
Deputy 

(SEAL) 

BY THE COURT: 

STAff OF 50\JTH OAICOTA 
CJRCI.IlT COURT, t!UGHfS CO. 

FILED 
f.i>R 14 1994 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH 
DAKOTA, ex rel SOUTH DAKOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, 
IN THE INTERESTS OF 

CARRIE HOSMAN, STEVEN HOSMAN, 
SANDRA HOSMAN, CATHY HOSMAN, 
MATTHEW HOSMAN, STACY HOSMAN AND 
CODY HOSMAN, 

Minor Children, 

and concerning 

CAROL ORSO HOSMAN AND DAVID 
HOSMAN I SR. , 

Respondents. 

IN CIRCUIT COURT 

SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MOTHER'S RESPONSE 
BRIEF 

This matter is before the Circuit Court on remand from 

the South Dakota Supreme Court. 

lntiilt:.e~t Qf. .c..Ji.., 510 N.W.2d 119 (S.D. 1993). The South 

Dakota Supreme Court recognized that the State had failed to 

give adequate notice under the Indian Child Welfare Act to 

the Secretary of the Department of Interior and to the tribe 

of which the children were possible members so that remand 

was necessary to allow compliance. The Dispositional Order 

of December 17, 1992 was to remain in effect until the trial 

court's further findings concerning the status of the 

children. If the trial court determines that either (1) the 

minor children are members of a tribe, or (2) the minor 

children are eligible for membership and Carol Orso 

1 
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(hereinafter Mother) is a me)llber, the Judgment of the trial 

court is reversed and the trial court shall proceed in 

accordance with all provisions of the Indian Child Welfare 

Act (I.C.W.A.). If the lower court determines that (1) the 

minor children are not members of a tribe, and (2) the minor 

children are not eligible for membership and the Mother is 

not a member, the Judgment entered December 17, 1992 is 

affirmed. 510 N.W.2d at 124. 

In compliance with the South Dakota Supreme Court's 

instructions, the Department of Social Services through the 

Hughes County State's Attorney provided notice of the child 

custody proceeding involving an Indian child to the Secretary 

of Interior and to various Choctaw Indian Tribes. The 

notice to the Secretary of Interior established Friday the 

11th of March as the date for hearing. Notice of Child 

Custody Proceeding Involving an Indian Child dated February 

3, 1994 was also sent to the Mobile/Washington Band of 

Choctaw in Alabama. The matter was noticed for hearing on 

March 10, 1994. A copy of the Notice to the 

Mobile/Washington (Mowa Band of Choctaw) is attached hereto 

as Exhibit "A". The Mowa Tribe responded to such Notice 

with a Petition of Transfer to the Mowa Tribal Court, and a 

separate Notice of Intervention of Tribal Court. By Order of 

the Tribal Court dated February 14, 1994 the Tribal Court 

appointed a Tribal Guardian Ad Litem to further investigate 

the matter. Thus far, the Court has made no ruling on the 

2 
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Tribe's request for transfer or intervention. 

filed no objection to the transfer. 

Mother has 

Hearing upon remand has been set for 9:00 o'clock a.m. 

on April 7. 1994, before the Honorable James w. Anderson at 

the Hughes County Courthouse, in Pierre, South Dakota. The 

Court established a briefing schedule in open court on March 

10, 1994. A Joint Brief of the State and Children was 

deposited in the mail on March 22, 1994. Mother now submits 

this Brief in response. 

~ 

on March 4, 1992 the Department of Social Services 

filed a Petition alleging that Mother's eight (B) minor 

children were abused or neglected. Mother's baby died 

suddently of SIDS just prior to the scheduled adjudicatory 

hearing. An Amended Petition was filed which removed 

allegations relating to the recently deceased baby. Both the 

original Petition and the Amended Petition alleged that this 

was an r.c.w.A. case. The Affidavits attached to the 

original Petition and the Amended Petition alleged that the 

Mother and children might be eligible members of the Alabama 

Choctaw Indian Tribe. Mother claimed to be one-half 

Choctaw. On May 11, 1992 Mother signed a Family Service 

Agreement with the Department of Social services and entered 

into a Stipulation admitting to the allegations alleged in 

the Petition with the State agreeing that the children remain 

in the hoae with provided services. The Department of 

3 
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Social Services recognized under paragraph C that there was 

no reported domestic violence or alcohol abuse and that 

Mother expressed pride in her profession and in their Native 

American culture. 

When Mother did not personally appear at the August 10, 

1992 second dispositional hearing, the Court ordered that the 

children be removed from the horne and placed in custody. 

Final dispositional hearing was held on December 1, 1992 

objection was raised by Mother as to the failure to provide 

adequate notice under the Indian Child Welfare Act and 

requested a continuance. The Court denied the Motion. The 

hearing was held, after which the Court entered its Findings 

terminating Mother's parental rights. The appeal to the 

Supreme Court followed. Previously noted, the Supreme Court 

remanded with instructions. 

The State now has the burden of showing that these 

minor children are not Indian children within the meaning of 

the Indian Child Welfare Act. Further, the Joint Brief 

argues that even if these minor children are Indian children, 

that "good cause to the contrary" exists to deny the Tribe's 

Petition for Transfer. 

ARGUMENT 

I. 

MOTHER AND MINOR CHILDREN ARE MEMBERS OF THE 
MOWA BAND OF CHOCTAW. 

Mother admitted at the December 1, 1992 dispositional 

hearing that she was not then an enrolled member of any 

4 
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Indian tribe. She did claim she was one-half Choctaw 

Indian. The original Amended Petition and the supporting 

Affidavit alleged the same. Mother was not asked if she was 

a "member" of an Indian tribe. She said all along that her 

ancestors were Choctaws from Alabama. The DSS Family 

Services Agreement signed May 11, 1992 indicated that the 

Mother expressed satisfaction and pride in their Native 

American culture. The Joint Brief now urges that at page 

4, that any claim of tribal affiliation and involvement at 

this juncture parallels the "newfound religion of someone 

convicted of a major crime". Certainly, such is not the case 

as Mother has contended that she and the children were 

Choctaw Indians all along. While Mother and children may not 

have been "enrolled• as members at the time of the 

dispositional hearing, such enrollment is not a requirement 

for application of the Indian Child Welfare Act. 

While enrollment is one means of proving "membership" 

in a tribe, it is by no means the only way to prove tribal 

membership. As noted in In :tb§ In:t.Jn:H:t gf. IWL.., 729 P.2d 

1234, 1238 (l<an. App. 1986}: 

Enrollment is not always required in order to be 
a member of a tribe. Some tribes do not have 
written roles. Other have roles that list only 
persons that were members as of a certain date. 
Enrollment is the common evidentiary means of 
establishing Indian status, but it is not the 
only means nor is it necessarily determinative. 

The Kansas Appellate Court reversed the lower court for 

failing to notify the Tribe and the Secretary even where 

5 
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Mother did not become enrolled until after termination of her 

parental rights. The South Dakota Supreme Court has now 

recognized that enrollment of a member is not dispositive. 

510 N.W.2d at 123. 

Since the December 1, 1992 dispositional hearing, 

Mother has now become an enrolled member of the Mowa Band of 

Choctaw. As indicated by a letter from the Tribe dated 

March 29, 1994 Mother's enrollment number is 4687. See 

Exhibit "B" which is attached hereto and incorporated herein 

by reference. On February 28, 1994 the Mowa Choctaw Tribal 

Court in its Petition for Transfer indicated that the 

children were of Mowa Choctaw descent and were eligible for 

membership. Since then, Mother has provided information to 

the Tribe and also enrolled her children in the Mowa Band. 

See Exhibit "B". 

There is nothing in the definition of "Indian" nor in 

the definition of "Indian child" found at 25 U.S.C.A. Section 

1903(3) and (4) to support any requirement that one be an 

"enrolled member". Rather, Congress chose the words 

"member" or "membership". If Congress had intended that the 

definition read "enrolled members" it would have said so in 

more definite terms. 

now enrolled members. 

In any event Mother and children are 

our Court and a number of other Courts have recognized 

that it is the tribe's prerogative to determine membership 

and that Section 1912(d) mandates that states accord full 

6 
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faith and credit to the public acts, record and the judicial 

proceedings of Indian Tribe in Indian child custody 

proceedings. f§lgg,l§ .In I.n.t.ii.J::§§.t Ill ;LL, 454 N.W.2d 317, 

327-28 (S.D. 1990); In B§ ~Yni2Y§ ~. 44 Cal. App. 3d 786, 

792-94, 193 Cal. Rptr. 40, 43-44 (1983); In B!i ~ln~~::, 52 

Wash. App. 37, 39-41, 757 P.2d 534, 535-36 (1988); In R!i 

~. 571 A.2d 627, 634 (Vt. 1989). Such deference to a 

tribe's determination of its own membership is proper, as one 

Court has found, even though a particular tribe had no formal 

membership criteria. 

L~§ ~Qyn_t~ ~ ~Y~§J::, 710 P.2d 793, 797 (Oreg. Court. App. 

1985), J::JU:i§ll!iUl d§ni.§g, 717 P.2d 1182 (Or. 1986), The Mowa 

Band's determination for membership must be accorded full 

faith and credit. 

II. 

THE MOWA BAND OF CHOCTAW IS A "RECOGNIZED" INDIAN 
TRIBE WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT. 

The Joint Brief at page 3 urges that the Mowa Band of 

Choctaw is not an "Indian tribe" as defined by the I.C.W.A. 

and that therefore neither the minor children nor their 

Mother can be members of an "Indian tribe". Attached to the 

Joint Brief as Exhibit "A", is a Notice from the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs dated October 21, 1993 which is published in 

the Federal Register. It is argued, that since neither the 

Mowa Band or the Mobile/Washington Band of Choctaw is on this 

list, that it is not an "Indian tribe" as defined by the 

7 
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I.C.W.A. at 25 U.S.C.A. Section 1903(8). Such reasoning is 

too simplistic, and is in error. The Joint Brief cites no 

authority for relying on this Federal Register list to define 

an "Indian tribe" for purposes of the I.C.W.A. such 

reasoning confuses the administrative "acknowledgment" 

process of the B.I.A. with the process of "recognizing" that 

an Indian tribe or band is eligible for services because of 

their status as Indians. The B.I.A. administrative 

acknowledgment process is merely one way to obtain such 

recognition. Legislation and Court recognition are other 

methods. 

The first and third pages of Exhibit "A" make it clear 

that the list are entities found to be "Indian tribes" as 

that term is defined and used in 25 C.F.R. Part 83. A review 

of Part 83 1 and specifically Section 83.1(f) shows that the 

definition for a "Indian tribe" is not the same as the 

definition of "Indian tribe" as used in the I.C.W.A. at 25 

u.s.c.A. 1903(8). Compare with the definition of "Indian 

tribe" found at Part 23 (Indian Child Welfare Act), and found 

specifically at Section 23.2(i). The latter definition is 

nearly identical to that found under the I.C.W.A. at 25 

u.s.c.A. 1903(8). Further, it is clear from reviewing 

Exhibit "A" that the same is not included as an all inclusive 

list and rather there is a clear indication that changes can 

occur from year to year. The discussion of the Alaskan 

Native entities is illustrative. What is important is that 

8 
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there exists a government to government relationship. What 

constitutes an Indian tribe is sometimes a difficult 

question. See second page of Exhibit "A" of Joint Brief. 

The B.I.A. acknowledgment process does not create new 

sovereign entities, rather it merely acknowledges the 

existence of ones that have been there all along. 

As noted in ~2h~n~ HAnQb22k gf ~g~~~l lng!~n Ls~, 

Chapter 1, Section Bl, Page 3 (1982 Edition): 

There is no single federal statute defining 
an Indian tribe for all purposes, although the 
Constitution and many federal statutes and 
regulations make use of the term. In most 
instances the question of tribal existence can 
be resolved by reference to a treaty, statute, 
executive order or agreement recognizing the 
tribe in question. In other cases the 
definition of tribe, like many other such 
generic terms, will depend in part upon the 
context and purposes for which the term is 
used. 

The Choctaw Indians occupied their aboriginal land in 

the southern United States in what is now Mississippi and 

Alabama, even before our country came to be in existence. 

In 1789, congress ratified the Northwest Ordinance, which 

declared that the upmost good faith shall always be observed 

toward Indians1 their land and property should never be taken 

from them without their "consent". When Andrew Jackson 

became President of the United States in 1828 the policy 

toward Indians abruptly changed. The so-called removal 

policy became the dominant federal Indian policy. In 1830 

Congress negotiated a treaty with the Choctaw Nation, which 

has become known as the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 

9 
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While some Choctaws removed themselves to the Indian 

Territory along with the Cherokees, Chickasaws, Creeks and 

Seminoles (the so-called Five Civilized Tribes), the Choctaw 

signed a treaty assuring its existence as a tribe and that 

its lands would not become part of the state without the 

tribe's consent. The federal government honored its promise 

until the Civil War. After the Choctaw's sided with the 

confederacy, portions of their lands were taken. The 

Choctaws remaining in Alabama are located in Mobile and 

Washington County and became known as the Mowa Band of 

Choctaw. 

The Mowa Band's existence has been continuous; their 

treaty rights have never abrogated; nor was their tribal 

status terminated. The Mowa have their own reservation; 

their own tribal government; court system; and because of 

their status as an Indian tribe, they receive funding from 

HUD Indian housing, energy assistance monies, and economic 

development monies from the Administration for Native 

Americans. Mowa Band members have also received funds and 

services from the B.I.A. based on their Indian status. 

The State of Alabama has long recognized the Mowa 

Choctaw as is evidenced by Exhibit "C" which is attached 

hereto and incorporated herein by reference. Exhibit "D", 

which is attached hereto and incorporated herein reference, 

is a Joint Resolution which passed both houses of the Alabama 

Legislature. The Mowa Choctaw receive Indian Child Welfare 

10 
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Act notices and have successfully intervened or transfered 

child custody proceedings through the Alabama judicial 

system. Thus, a government to government relationship has 

existed between, the federal government, the State of 

Alabama, and the Mowa Band of Choctaw. In fact, the United 

States Senate has recently passed the Mowa Band of Choctaw 

Indians Recognition Act (Senate Bill 282). A faxed copy was 

obtained from Sena~tor Pressler's Office and is attached 

hereto and incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit "E". 

The Choctaw Tribe in Alabaaa has a treaty with the 

United States which creates a trust relationship with the 

federal govern•ent unless or until Congress has terminated 

that relationship. That has not occurred. The B.I.A.'s 

administrative procedures have not yet resulted in the 

"acknowledgment" of the Mowa Band of Choctaw, however, that 

does not mean that it is not "recognized". No action on the 

part of the Department of Interior can abrogate an Indian 

treaty, either directly or indirectly: and only Congress can 

do so by making its intention absolutely clear. See United 

SJ;Atu Y.... StAn Qt. ifnllirurt2n, 641 F.2d 1368 cc.A. 1981). As 

another court recently stated, "the requirements for 

recognition should be interpreted liberally in favor of 

Indian groups" and, for example, a tribe should not be deemed 

to have ceased to exist without clear proof that the tribe 

"has voluntarily sought, and achieved assimilation into non­

Indian culture". See AlAAkA HA~g YillAgg 2! YgngtJ.g IRA 

11 



489 

~QYDQ!l ~ 6~§kA, 918 F.2d 797 (9th Cir. 1990); see also 

HA§h~§§ ~~!b§ ~ H§H S§.il9YX~ QQ~~. 592 F.2d 575, 586 (1st 

Cir.), gg.[L_ ggni§g, 444 u.s. 866 (9179). 

The I.C.W.A. applies to All Indian child custody 

proceedings. Not only is there the matter of the termination 

of parental rights in this case, but proceedings under the 

Indian Child Welfare Act also include foster care placement, 

preadoptive placement and adoptive placement. Were this 

Court to find that the Mowa Band is not "recognized", would 

adoptions or placements be set aside later once the Mowa Band 

did become "recognized"? 

25 u.s.c.A. Section 1914 specifically authorizes a 

parent or tribe to "petition any court of competent 

jurisdiction to invalidate [a termination of parental rights] 

upon a showing such action violated" certain I.C.W.A. 

provisions, including notice and other provisions. courts 

interpreting Section 1914 have followed the rule that 

statutes enacted for the benefit of Indians must be liberally 

construed with all doubts resolved in favor of the Indians. 

f~§§t2n ~ H§Qkl§~, 734 F.2d 1359, 1369 (9th Cir. 1984); 

H.il.tt!;l~ Q( L....A..IL., 767 P.2d 1057, 1060 (Alaska 1986). 

Commentators have also interpreted the United States Supreme 

court's holding in H!§§!§§iRRi BAnd 2! ~h2QtA~ IngiAn§ ~ 

H2~i1;1lg, _____ u.s. _____ , 109 s.ct. 1597, 104 L.Ed.2d 29 

(1989) to support the clear message that the I.C.W.A. should 

be read liberally. See t~in9hYi§§fiL ~h!;l lngiAD Chilg 

12 
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~~l!§~~ A~t gt 121~ A ~~A~ti~Al GyJ.g~ Witb l~imit~gl 

~gmm~n.tA~l!, 34 s.o.L.Rev. 660, 666 (1989). Doubts should be 

resolved in favor of the Mowa Band. 

The Mowa Band of Choctaw is an Indian tribe within the 

meaning of the I.C.W.A. and Mother and her minor children are 

members of said tribe and thus subject to the provisions of 

the I.C.W.A. 

III. 

THERE EXISTS NO "GOOD CAUSE" NOT TO TRANSFER THE MATTER. 

Joint Brief has also argued that even if this is an 

Indian Child Welfare Act case and the previous termination of 

parental rights ought to be reversed, that the Mowa Band of 

Choctaw should not be permitted to transfer the proceedings 

to Tribal Court, as there is "good cause to the contrary" to 

prevent such transfer. 

The burden of proving "good cause" rests with the party 

opposing the transfer to Tribal Court, and it is not an easy 

burden to satisfy. See .GYill§l.J.n~§ ts.u: .St§t.~ ~QY.t:t.l. In91!in 

~bilg ~Y§tggl! ~~~~g.J.ng§, 44 F.Reg. 67584, 67591 (1978). 

In the present case, the Mother has not resisted the transfer 

to Tribal Court. court decisions and Bureau of Indian 

Affairs guidelines indicate that the following situations 

might constitute "good cause": (1) the tribe, parent or 

custodian did not file the request promptly after receiving 

notice, Ang the proceeding is in an advance stage when the 

request is received; (2) the Indian child is over twelve 

13 
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(12) years of age and objects to the transfer; (3) the 

evidence necessary to decide the case could not be adequately 

presented in Tribal Court without undue hardship to the 

parties or the witnesses~ or ( 4) the parents of a child over 

five (5) years of age are not available §lld the child has had 

little or no contact with the tribe or tribal members. See 

~Y.19.e.lin.e..§. 1.21: JB~.s.t.e. .QQY!:.t.§.l. .ImU.sn .Qhil9 .QY.§..tggy 

Proceedings, 44 Fed.Reg. 67584, 67591 (1978). 

Because a child has lacked contact with their tribe 

is not in and of itself is not enough to constitute good 

cause. Such a view would overlook the tribe and the extended 

families' substantial interest in having these matters 

decided in Tribal Court. In R~ !l.Yni2Y.§. ~. ~Y~Rsl In R~ 

ARR~l in ~gmiD2 .QQY.DtY JYY~nil.i AQ.tign, 736 P.2d 829 

(Ariz. 1987). Likewise, geography alone cannot be 

determinative; a request for transfer should not be denied 

simply because it would be expensive or inconvenient for off 

reservation witnesses to testify in Tribal Court. See In Re 

:fimA .Qoun.ty !l.YY~nil.e. AQ.ti.Qn, 635 P.2d 187 (Ariz. Court. Appt. 

1981), Q.i!:~ g.e.ni.e.g, 455 u.s. 1007 (1982). Further, expert 

testimony on the customs and traditions of the Mowa Band of 

Choctaw would be more readily facilitated in Tribal Court. 

If the "good cause" exception were applied too liberally, the 

exception would undermine the whole transfer procedure. Such 

was not the intent of Congress. 

While the Joint Brief is correct in stating that 

14 
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modified doctrine of forum non conveniens was created by 

Section 1912(b), the presumption is in favor of transfer. 

The I.c.w.A. itself reflects Congress' recognition of the 

importance of child rearing to the tribe. The effectiveness 

of the structure for changing jurisdiction is insured by the 

inclusion of the full faith and credit provision of 25 

U.S.C.A. Section 1912(d). 

It is conceded that if an Indian child over age twelve 

(12) objects to the transfer, that that might constitute 

"good cause" as to that child. However, that is apparently 

not the case here, except perhaps as to steven. The 

presumption in favor of transfer has not been overcome. 

CONCLUSION 

The Indian Child Welfare Act does apply under the facts 

of this case. The termination of Mother's parental rights 

must be reversed. Absent the objection by a child over age 

twelve (12), the presumption in favor of transfer of the 

matter to Tribal Court has not been overcome. 

DATED this 4th day of April, 1994. 

RITER, MAYER, HOFER & RITER 

By: '-jl.IJ. r /c!tk~ 
Jerry. Wattier ' 
319 s. Coteau - P.O. Box 280 
Pierre, so 57501-0280 
Attorney for Mother, Carol Orso 

15 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that he served a true 
and correct copy of the foregoing Response Brief of Mother by 
personal service on the following: 

Thomas E. Lee 
Attorney for Minor Children 
28 E. Main 
Fort Pierre, SD 57532 

Mark Smith 
State's Attorney 
104 E. Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, so 57501 

and by mailing same with first class postage prepaid thereon 
addressed to the following: 

Peter Rivers 
Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians 
1080 w. Red Fox Road 
Mt. Vernon, AL 36560 

Bruce Babbitt, Secretary 
u.s. Department of Interior 
18th and C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
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John Rivers, Tribal Judge 
Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians 
1080 W. Red Fox Road 
Mt. Vernon, AL 36560 

David Uosman, Sr. 
8209 Highway No. 79 
Black Hawk, SO 57718 



STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
:ss 

COUNTY OF HUGHES ) 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH 
DAKOTA, ex rel SOUTH· DAKOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, 
IN THE INTERESTS OF 

CARRIE HOSMAN, STEVEN HOSMAN, 
SANDRA HOSMAN, CATHY HOSMAN, 
MATTHEW !!OSMAN, STACY HOSMAN, 
and CODY HOSMAN, 

Minor Children, 

and concerning 

CAROL ORSO HOSMAN and 
DAVID HOSMAN, SR., 

Respondents. 
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) 
) 

l 
) 

l::XIlllll'l' "A" 

IN CIRCUIT COURT 

SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

NOTICE OF CHILD 
CUSTODY PROCEEDING 

INVOLVING AN INDIAN CHILD 

TO: JOHN RIVERS, Tribal Judge, Mobile/Washington Band of Choctaw, 1080 
Reservation Rd., Mt. Vernon, AL 36560 

YOU ARE HEREWITH NOTIFIED of the action for foster care and/or 
termination of parental rights. The children who are the subject of this 
proceeding are named Carrie Hosman, Steven Hosman, Sandra Hosman, cathy 
Hosman, Matthew Hosman, stacy liosman and Cody l!osman, and their maternal 
tribal affiliation is Choctaw. 

You are also notified of the following information: 

1. You as the natural parent, Indian custodian, or Indian tribe 
have a right to intervene in the proceeding. 

2. If you as the parent or Indian custodian are unable to 
afford counsel, counsel will be appointed to represent you. 

3. You have the right, as the natural parent, Indian custodian, 
or Indian tribe, to have, upon request, up to twenty (20) 
additional days to prepare tor the proceeding. 

4. You have the right, as a parent, Indian custodian, or Indian 
tribe to petition the State Circuit Court for transfer of 
the proceeding to the children's tribal court. 

5. The petitioner in this action is the State of South Dakota, and 
the name and address of the Petitioner is Kim Kusler, south 
Dakota Department of Social Services, Child Protection 
Services, 912 E. Sioux, Pierre, South Dakota 57501. 
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5. The petitioner in this action is the State of South Dakota, and 
the name and address of the Petitioner is Kim Kusler, South 
Dakota Department of Social Services, Child Protection 
Services, 912 E. Sioux, Pierre, South Dakota 57501. 

6. The Court in which the action will be heard is the Sixth 
Judicial Circuit court, Hughes county, South Dakota. 

7. The date and time now set for the hearing is Thursday, the lOth 
day of March, 1994 at 9:00 o'clock a.m. 

8. The Court's phone number is (605} 773-3711. 

9. It ia possible that the proceeding for foster care will have 
significant legal consequences with regard to your future 
custodial rights to the children, or if your parental 
rights are terminated in tha procsedinq, you will no longer 
be able to exercise parental custodial or any other rights 
with regard to the children. 

Dated this 3rd day of FebruaryM/l994. 

l
' ,. kj' i't ~ ' 

I . \' ,.f-.:, 
' '{Lj. \..wJlt: '\ 

Mark Smith 
Hughes county State's Attorney 
P.O. Box 104 
Pierre, so 57501 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that on the ) ..... P of February, 
1994, he mailed a true and correct copy of the foregoing Notice of Child 
custody Proceeding Involving an Indian Child and Notice of Hearing to: 

JOHN RIVERS, Tribal Judge 
Mobile/Washington Band of Choctaw 
1080 Reservation Rd. 
Mt. Vernon, AL 36560 

and that said mailing was by u.s. registered mail, return receipt 
requested, with postage thereon prepaid and mailed at the u.s. Post 
Office in Pierre, South Dakota. 

Mark smith 



497 

EXHIIH'l' "B" 

MOWA BAND OF CIIOCTAW INDIANS 
1080 W. RED FOX ROAD 

I'MUOtiW&AVF.I. 
TnMt\.'llkt 

.Jt,HlSJ;lVUI 
'f'~~J: ...... 

March 29 1 lSI!It 

Mr. David Wattier 
31~ &, Cotaau St. 
P. 0. Box 480 

1\lT. VERNON, ALABAMA 58660 
PHONE; (206) 62£1.5500 

Pierra, so 57501·0280 

Dear Mr. Wattier: 

f('IVNCIL l'ltllP'Ll. 

Vttt.WI\Jci:Qt 
C::.wt~:MC~ ... m.-. 
U~tftWIH'fl 

v~u Cln«l Ch-"••' 

Cl-\ltniA llH\lYt 
~t"1 .. , 

"H.:t~raa1·•uofi. 
TtUJldU 

Aca tot"'ik~l t',;it~~!le:;i:~ :~r t~• :.:vw• iauY ui' Cituctaw .4nci1Anlt I wri.te 
thla latter to verify that Carol Orao Hoaman ia an •nrolloiod aaennber 
at the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indiana. Her roll number is t667. 

Ma,_ .• .Ko4Jil.ln and har cb.Udren are enrolled member. of ~""' W>\<la 
.ali'nd ot c.; ootaw lndlane. If you havo any quaationt pleaae co11tact 

of!io at 208 929-5500. 



• 1ltAS!<EFD W£AYER 
!AiflMAN 

JAN£ I WHKS 
FX[ClJTIVE PIIIECTOR 

J$j24~·2e:l1 
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AlABAMA INDIAN AFFAIRS COMMISSION 
Mt SOUTH LAWJIENCE 8"11\EET 
MONTGONI!AY, ALAIIAMA 31104 

EX HUll'!' "C" 

March 31, 1994 

REI Orno Fallllly - MOWA t:hv<ltaw - ln!lian 
Chi I d Wei tare 

To Whom lt May Conc:ern: 

Thill is to certify that thu Alabama Indian Alfalrs Commission 
wos established by legislative act in 1984 t.o represent seven 
tribal governments who are located primarily within the confines 
ot thu state of Alabama. Theall government& aro st<tte nl!cognizad 
and as s\lch enjoy the ri<;hts and privllegel! of lndian govarnmcntu 
of uuch standing, 

since th" Commisslon was estat,lhhed two of theso tribal gCJvernm~.ut.a 
pc.til.ionad lhe United State" of America tor fellcral •·ecognHir.n. 
1'J-,c t>vArch Utt:nd of CrG:ftk IndianA of Es~.::amb_i a Crmnt.y, AlilbftflH:t, and 
the MOWA t Mobil e-Wiu;hinqt.on !County Bl\nd of Choctaw l ndians. 

·rha 'PrJr.r,:h \'\and of Cl"eek Indians weru t:ecoquized in late 1'.184 LAnd 
;,t th'-1' pt·cuenl tim(,~ the l)t~partuJent of Intttrlor, IHvisH.m ot 
J\cknowlurlgn'icnt, has the peti tlon of the HOW!l. Ch(u.:ttrw um1t:ll con .... 
,;id(~rht.lou. J\dditionbl1ly, a b1ll was intrt;ihwud for thtt fo~dural 
1-t.~C(HJHi tion of the lo10WA Choclaw in tho United Sla\.Ets SE.:nat.e iahd 
U<Hlso. It was hea1·d in hearinqa and repnrtt!d out f.ctvot~bly fruru 
bolh bodiu.t:l lftat ynt")r. 'J'hi a year t t was J rtiutroduead, nnd h"tti 
pnsu-!d the U. S. S•),nitte ond is pos 11 ioncd in t llu u. S. llo~tlil'! ~t 

I hlu timo. 

PJ i,-""- to the forJfiFttion awi coutinuin~ to l.ld::o tl11u .. ~ L>Cv~rnl jlnptH.·I.ifnl 
{i.tCI.l'Jt':J peJ (·Ainlny to t.he \1 ibal a~overui'JIIl..Y of lht't MOWA ehoclfl:W 
toht)uld be nc,t·.ud; 

l. Tho M()WA C1Joctt\W 1 b(~CtHISe:>t uf tht~ir iw.l!vidual 
pol itit"":al tsti\rtdlnlJ <.u' a:n ludtan ifntily ha.vo 
the only stale Indian Ruscrvation 1cu1d. 

2. The HOWl\ Choct~w, bec~U88 oi theit' st~nding as 
!Ill Indian tribe, receive fundinCJ from th& !IUD 
Indian Hou11lng Set-aside! •:nergy fH:tl4istance 
JQoniutt J and, economic development IRonies fron1 
the Administration for Uat1vu Am.,rlcan ... 

l. The MOWA Choctaw prior to the foJ"Otatlon of this 
con•nia"lon and continuing t.o the pr<r$ent time, 
have ft proclamation of Tribal reC(lCJllitlon fn>~n 
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the State of Alabama; and, they have a separate 
Choctaw Council which hils lon9 been reco<;~nhec:l 
socially and politically by the State of Alabama 
through a legislative act as the one and only 
Choctaw Commi&sion (for Choct avm) in tho state. 

l um attaching a copy of the original legislation establishing 
the AJAC, a Ust of Chiefs and 'l'ribal leaders ot those groups 
emun.,rllt.«d in the logislat.Jon, and if other information or spec­
ific citea and dates are needed, please contac:L my office OR 
thu Office of the S<>Cnl(t.r·y <>! the State Of 1\labama, Hon. Jim 
nennett. 

Uucauoc of the short limo hnd the holiday period 1 am faxing this 
iufrmuatiotl to yo11 ami !llailln'J other information in th" hope lh~l 
all parties ln this m~tter will recognize t~e rights of this 
f;,mlly as lndhn peopla, 

loura very truly, 

~ zk;;.L~ 
{Hs .) .lane L. Wccl\5 
~xec&4ljva Ojrector 

httachnwnlt:~ 

cc; John Rivers - Office of Leyttl Sorvlce - MOWA Chc.ct.aw 
f'r&luOn WnnvP.r - 't'ribal Chairman 
C~ll&snccd Weaver - AIAC CllriifM&n 
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~ 41·9·741 

* 41-9·'715. Perp•tual llpproprlatinn. 

Tht>rt· ia hertb~ IIPPfOJlrl8tt!d out of rund!l in the state: tt<>Rsury. no I 
othl'rwillt> •pproprhittod. thl! 1tum of $125,000.0ll perpetually funllc11l fnr tlw 
comnli5t.ton, whtch shall III'J:In May tl. 198-1. fur thl' OtJI!I'Ittion ol tl"· 
commts~1on. which fund!> slutll b£- dl!;hursed in acrordance with u fiiHIIICtal 
ffiltf'Jtl'f'mPnt J:V!IttfJim lllinnr~t\·..-,1 h'· tho 1uHu'"'""'' ""'_...,,n , A. ..... • no,. .,, 
84·:1:11, p. 4:.! ' !I til 

t 41·8·116. Annu11l rtport. 

The commission sh1tll prep&rl' 11 wntten pnnual ttJlot t ~ivin~ 1111 occuunl nl' 
1\t proCt:tdings, tUI'l~IICliOfl!!>, fmdinl(~ and ti!I.'Urllllll.'fld&tiOfl!i. 'rhis rl!putl shnll 
be 1\lbtnittrd to the governor and lhl· ll'gislaturc. Th£- report w1ll bl'comc u 
rnat\er of public rl'eMd and will b" mailltairwtl in the ~tute dl'portuwut uf 
ardun·~ and hi&tory cActs Hlti4, No. 8·1·2!>7, p -12J, § 9.1 

J 41·9· 1 11. fiscal recorth; tumual!'ludit; bond of certnln nw111IIC'r~, 1•t1' ., 
rcrJulrcd. 

~,:.! F::~;;;.! :'~'crd: :hc.H bt. ~ii't\ t,, \ln" .:.'r"uit'iit: Uln:\;i.UJ ur his ht~r 
dt~i&:it~, n~d ·r.·n~ b~ ~U!Jjrt:i tV AUUUtt~ ttuJa\ U)' J.h~ ~LUltt CXUinlnur Oi pUhhC 
llt.:'<:>'JnH The audit r~:port will bt.eomt' n J!Ort of tlw nnnunl npurt. 

ibi Cum1niasion mtmb~r.. (lr l'mpio)'l'tll nl thto ronHmsswn whn are re~>vonsi· 
hJI' (nr rPtPIVil'lf Rn~ Jiqhur .. lng I.'''"HTI!Ui-:>n funo;h thnll be bumlccl II\ I'll> 

1u11vuni !:IIHi,iuclory u1 the commission, but not ies!. liH1n ~bii,UIIll lltl 1/\ct~ 
1984, No. 84·257, p. 423, ~ 10.1 
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Anrwn \!6 

At.llfiAMA lN!JIA"' AHA IllS COMMISSION. 

H 41·D·700 throuKh 41·9·707. Rcpe&l~'d by Acts 1984, No. 84·2f>7, p. 42:1 
§ 12. t'IT\·t·tivt' May 8. 19k4 

§ 41·9· 708. Crution; admlnlt-trntlou; compo~oltion1 qunlifi(,MIIonli 
t'hairman; terms of oflicf'; rt•cognltlon and rt'presrntnllot 
or auhlltlonal ludinn tdbt•s. bands, and gronJ'"· 

hsl Th('rf.' is lwreb~· trtatc.-d and Cf;tubhshrd the Alabuma l11dion a1Tair1 
commt~sion, her~imtftl'r called tlw \'tllnrninion, which sh111l be ndministHc< 
undt'r tht' direction and supurvision <Jf the joint tommittee on adminilitn,tivt 
regulations, as providfld b)• l>t'tllon 41·22·22. 

tbl Thff connnit.sinn ~halllw romposed or at lt'ast 11 member&. All mflrnlwn 
of thr rommission mu!'t rel\idt• in Alubnma. Mernben tshllll inc·lude a mernhr:: 
or tlw 11talr senate, appointed b~· the lieutenant go\'ernor. and a mflmb~t of tlu 
hllU$(' of rt'fJTI!St-1\\H\iVt:li, IIJipOintt•d by tJw Speaker of the h(IU$(' of rt·llll'lit'lltll 
tin·~>. !ll'\'t'll lndit~n tt'Jlr~s~:ntuti\'1.'1> fH>In thr s1·ven tri\.oe~;, b&nrls. or groups ir 
the statt' of Alnh11ma, and OTit' tnl:'mbl.'r ut lurgt" Tllf governor 11holl IJ>J>uin 
1wvcm 1ndhtn memhl'n from recotnlnl'ndations submitted Ly eacl• of the sever 
lmlinn trib<'s, ha11d1. or group,;, prindp;tlly geographiull)' lotllh'd All follow11 
The· Poarch Band of Creeks of E"cumbia count)', one metnber: thr Mown U~tm 
of Choctaws. of southwut Al~tbilrnll, ont' mt-mber: the Star Clan of Mulltogc•t 
Cn:·t·ks of Pike county, 1>1\1! lnt·ruh<·r; thr Ed10la Chf!rokc,ea of Alu!.amft, ont 
mc·mb~:-r; lht Cllt'rl•kt·t·~ of northtnst Alabama, ont nurnl•ttr; the Clterolu•es o 
tmutlwost Alahama. urw nwmbc!r: uud the Ma-Chis l...owtt Crrak hulian 'l'ri\lt' 
on~.> IHI.'ml.>er. Eath of thl' :!il'vtn ith·ntifl('d gwu1•~ shall have one membrr. Tht 
cnmmisr.ion alutll rtppnint <mt· Alilbilm3 re~ident. who is a rnemht•r of t 

fNit·rully rt-cot:nilcd lndiun triht, hand or !ltOUJI. \hal is not lltncnnlx·r of an1 
ttibt ttvre!>l'nh•d tln I hit> tommiE-:!'ion. Thc gl.l\'t:tnor r.hollap&Xlhtl mu• nwmbf.' 
1\l largfl, who mil)' be lndian or nun·lndi11n: provided, howHcr, tt1a1 th; 
rnnjorily of the m{'mht>rs of thtt commisswn sh111l alway~;~ l11dian. All abov1 
stat£"d tribes, b!lnds., and groups 1\ball be lll~tlt• r~ognized upon passage of thi1 
articlt- Tht> rommission 11hall hne the !>ower to tt'Colfnize odd1tional l11diar 
tribe~. bands or group11. Tht' rommission shall adopt appropriate proc...dure fo 
such rerognilum prort•ss.. Any fflt'llgniv.t•d lndum tribe, band, or group llhllll bt 
tntitlt·d toluwr ont· rl'~•rN•I:'ntuli\'t· on the rommis~>ion who shall be llp\)ointec 
for un initial tenn of tlm·c )'t•nrs h~· thE> gv\'crnor and foubject thcrcafier to tlu 

38 
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J::XIIIBIT "D" 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 

OFFICE OF titlE 8&CRC1AnY 

llECI.ARINO 1'11AT AI.L FEilERAI, AND B'I'A1'E AC'l'B 
ANll.llllllOIAI, JIEOJSIONB l'ER'fAINING 1'0 CIIOG'l'AW INIIIANS 

AilE REAF~'lllMEll ANilllEOJ.AIIING 'I'JJA'I' AJ.l, B'I'An~ 
ANil COllN'I'Y AGENCIES BIIAI.L'.bJ!l!DOUNll DY 'I'IIOSE 
FEDERAl, AND B'fA1'E AC'rB ANll IIUbiCJAI, llECISIONS . . . 

lly Senator J.lmlaay 

DJ!ll'l' RESOl.VEil DY 1'JIE I,EOJSI.A1'URE OF AI,AIIAIIIA, 110'1'11 
JIOUBES 'I'IIEitEOF CONCUIUUN0,111ollhel.e&laloturo horulty declaroa thal 
ell fedora I and alale ada and Judicial declelona JlOrlnlnln&lu the llhuctaw 
Indiana within tho bunmlarlea uf tho State uf Alobnmo oro •·ooiTinncd. 

DE l'r FlJR'I'JIER RESOI.VED,1'hol we fm·thor docluro I hat allatutu 
and county a&oncloa aholl be bound and aubject to all fudurol ami alntu ucla nnd 
judicial doclelona porlalnln& to Choctaw Indiana roaldln& wiLhln tho State of 
Alabnme. 

J·hcreby certify thnl tho abuvo Ia o 
true, corrocl and nccurutu cut•Y uf 
Bonate lleaulnllon No. •I, filud with 
the Benute of Alubumu un Junnury 
II, 199·1. 
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S.282 

EXHIBI'r "!::" 

IN TIIE HOUSE OF REPUESEN'r.ATIVES 

MARCtl 11, 1994 

Befetted to the Committee on Natural !Wsources 

AN ACT 
To provide Federal recognition of the Mowa Band of 

Choctaw Indians of .Alabama. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of tlte United States of Atnerica in Congress assembled, 

3 SHORT TITLE 

4 SECTION 1. This Act may be eiletl as the ''Mowa 

5 Baud of Choctaw Indians Re~ognition Act' 1
• 
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2 

1 FEDERAL RECOGNITION 

2 SEc. 2. Federal reeognition is hereby extended to the 

3 Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Alabama. All Federal 

4 laws of general application to Indians and T ntliuu tribes 

5 shall apply with respect to the Mowa Band of Choctaw 

6 Indians of Alabama. 

7 RESTOR.\TION OF RTGHTS 

8 SEC. 3. (a) All rights and privileges of the Mown 

9 Band of Choc~taw Indians which may have been abrogated 

10 or diminished before the date of enactment of this Act by 

11 reason of any provision of Federal law that terminated 

12 Federal recognition of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians 

13 of Alabama are hereby restored and such Ferlei·al lnw shull 

14 no longer apply with respect to the Band or the memhe1-s 

1 S ot the Band. 

16 (b) Under t.ha treaties entet·ed into by the ancestors 

17 of the Mowa Band of Choctaws, aU historical tribal huuls 

18 were ceded to the United States. Congress does herehy np-

19 prove and ratify such cession effective as or the dute of 

20 the said eession and said cession shall be l'ugartled us tm 

21 extinguishment of all interest of the Mowa Dand of Choc-

22 taws, if any, in said lands as of the date of the cession. 

23 By virtue of the approval and ratification of the cession 

24 of said lands, all claims against the United States, any 

25 State or subdivision thereof, or any olhe.- person or entity, 

26 by the Mowa Band of Choctaws, including but not limited 

-sua RFH 
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1 to, claims for trespass d11.mages or claims for use and oncn· 

2 pancy1 arising subsequent to the cession and that are 

3 based upon any interest in or right involviug such land, 

4 shall be regarded as e,.i.inguished as of the date of the 

5 cession. 

6 (c) The Mowa Band or Chontaws has no histurieal 

7 land claim and cannot, and shall not utilize its Federal 
l 

8 recognition as provided by this Act to assert any histnl'ieal 

9 land claim. AB used herein, "historical land claim" means 

10 a claim to land based upon a contention that the Mown 

11 Band of Choctaws, or its ancestors, were the native inhub-

12 itants of St.lch hmd or based upon the l\towa Band of Cho(~· 

13 taws' status as native Amerimms or hased upon the 1\lowa 

14 Band of Choctaws' Federal recognition ns provided by this 

15 Act. 

16 (d) E~cept as otherwise specitically pi'Ovided in sec-

17 tion 4 or any other provision of this Act, nothing in lhiH 

18 Act may be const111ed as altering or affecting-

19 (1) any tights 01' obligations with respect to 

20 property, 

21 (2) any rights or obligations under any con· 

22 tract, or 

23 (3) any obligation to pay a ta.'\: levied before the 

24 date of enactment of this Act. 
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1 LANDS 

2 SEC. 4. (a) All legal rights, title, and interests in 

3 lands that are held by the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians 

4 of Alabama on the date of enactment of this Aut are here-

5 by b·ansferred to the United States in tmst for the nse 

6 and .benefit of the Mowa. Band of Choctaw Indians of 

7 Alabama. 

8 (b)(l) Notwithstanding any other provision of luw, 

9 the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Alabama sho.ll 

lO transfer to the Seeretary of the Interior, and the Secretary 

11 of the Interior shall accept on behalf of the United States, 

12 any interest in lands acquired by snch Band after the datl:l 

13 of enactment of this Act. Such lands shall be held by the 

14 United States in trust for the benefit of the 1\'Iowa Band 

15 of Choctaw Indians of ,Alabama. 

16 (2) Notwithstanding any other provision uf law, t.he 

17 Attorney General of the United States shall upprove uny 

18 deed or ot.hm· instrument used to mukc n eouvl~yam~c 

19 under pm·ugraph (1). 

20 {c) Any lands held in trust by the United Slates for 

21 the benefit or the Mows. Band of Choet.aw lm1ians of Alu-

22 bama by reason of this section shall constitute the reserva-

23 tion of such Band. 

24 (d) The Congress finds t.hatthe provisions or this sec-

25 tion are enacted at the request of t.he Mowa Band of Choc-
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1 taw Indians of .Alabama and are in the best interests of 

2 such Band. 

3 SERVICES 

4 SEO. 5. The Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians of Ala-

S baroa, and the members ot such Band, shall be eligible 

6 for aU services and benefits that are provided by the Fed-

7 _.eral Government to Indians because of their status as fed-

8 eraUy recognized Indians and, notwithstanding any ot.her 

9 provision of law, such services and benefits shall be pro-

tO vided after the date of enactment of this Act to the Band, 

11 and to the members of the Baud, without regard to the 

12 existence of a reservation for the Band or the location of 

13 the residence of any member of the Band on or near any 

14 Indian reservation. 

1:5 CONSTITUTION .AND BYLAWS 

16 SEc. 6. (a) The Mowa Band of Chof:taw Indians of 

17 .Alabama may organize for its common welfare and adopt 

18 a constitution and bylaws in accordanee with l'egulalions 

19 })rescribed by the Secretary of the Interior. 'l'he Secretary 

20 of the Intel'ior shall offer to assist the Bnnd iu drafting 

21 a constitution and bylaws for the Band. 

22 (b) Ally constitution, byluws, or amendments to the 

23 constitution or bylaws that are adopted by the Mowa Band 

24 of Choctaw Indians of Alabama shall take effect only after 

25 such constitution, bylaws, or amendments are tiled with 

26 the Secretary of the Interior. 
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1 MEMDERSlill' 

2 SEC. 7. (a) Until a constitution for the Mowa. Baud 

3 of Choctaw Indians of Alabama is adopted, the mcmher·-

4 ship of the Band shall consist of every individual who--

5 (1) is named in the tribal membership roll that 

6 is in effect on the date of enactment of this Act, m· 

7 (2) is a descendant of any individunl tlesm·ihed 

8 in paragraph (1). 

9 (b) After the adoption of a constitution by the f\lowa 

10 Band of Choctaw Indians of .Alabama, the rnembm·~;hip nf 

11 the Band shall be determined in accordance with the terms 

12 of such constitution or any bylaws adopted uudet· s1u~h 

13 constitution. 

14 REGUI .. ~TIONS 

1.5 SEC. 8. The Secretary of the Interior shall pt·esr~t·ihe 

16 such regnlations as may be necessary to carry out. t.he pnr-

17 poses of th\s Act. 

Passed the Senate Man~h 10 (legi~lnt.ivo tlay, Feb­

ruary 22), 19H1. 

AI. test.: 

•II zaz RFH 

WAT../rER J. S'l'EWAR'l', 

Sec:n:ta I'Y. 
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TESTIMO!Y 01' Jl\.C9UELDIE A. MATTE, BISTOII.IAN1 

OVD.VIEW 01' TllE BISTOII.Y 01' TllE MOWA CBOCirAWS 

Mr. Chairman, it is my privilege to appear before this 

committee in support of proposed legislation for the Choctaws of 

Mobile and washington Counties, Alabama, hereinafter referred to 

as MOWA's, a name selected to represent their modern day 

geographic location. 

The MOWA Choctaws seek congressional reaffirmation under the 

provisions of Dancing Rabbit Creek, Article 14. They have 

fulfilled the arbitrary and ever-expanding interpretations of 

requirements for Federal Acknowledgement by the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs established seven criteria for 

tribal recognition as published at 25 CFR, Chapter 1, Section 

83.7. The MOWA petition for Federal Acknowledgement was 

submitted in 1988. Three years later, the BIA reviewed it and 

sent an Obvious Deficiency Letter to MOWA Chairman Framon Weaver 

February 15, 1990. Many of the requests were unreasonable when 

one thinks in terms of a people without a written language, and 

who in the 20th century were denied an education because of their 

anomalous position in society. However ,• volunteers completed 

this work, because no funds were available. In October 1991, the 

MOWA submitted the additional documentation and analysis 
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requested by the BIA, which should more than fulfill the 

criteria. Furthermore, additional documented information has 

been submitted periodically as volunteers continue the research, 

the most recent submission being in December, 1993. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the MOWA Choctaws have been 

victimized by the BIA's enormously expensive, unreasonable, and 

time consuming process, there are also historical reasons why 

congressional recognition is required for this tribe. Some 

progenitors of the MOWA were never allowed to register for their 

right to remain in their ancestral homeland, but were never 

removed; others were signatories on the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 

Creek. 

The Choctaws were one of the southern tribes of Muskhogean 

stock located between the Tombigbee River and the Mississippi 

River. Choctaws inhabited this area west of the Tombigbee River 

at the time of first European contact. Although tribal lands 

were ceded by a series of treaties to European countries and the 

United States, Choctaws remained on the land even after the 

removal treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in 1830.' Article XIV of 

Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty provides that: "Each Choctaw head of 

a family being desirous to remain ... shall be permitted to do 

so . . . Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 

privilege of a Choctaw citizen.• Only 69 Choctaws were 

"permitted" to remain. Some agreed to go West; others refused to 

leave their hoiiteiand, but were never allowed to register for a 

2 
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reserve. Also, Brashear v. Williams (10 Ala. 630) established 

that "The act of 1832 extending the jurisdiction of this State 

over the Indian territory does not take his citizenship as 

a Choctaw--the treaty securing the right of resuming his status 

in the tribe at pleasure and the right to live under his own laws 

and customs.•3 Participants in this case are ancestors of MOWA 

Choctaws. The progenitors of today' s MOWA Choctaws were 

defrauded of their rights under the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 

Creek. 

:U:SDllCll PR.OCBSS 

This brief overview, taken from the petition prepared for 

the BIA, describes how the contemporary MOWA Choctaw Band 

evolved in this locality and the duration and degree to which 

they have maintained co111111unal autonomy. This required examining 

not only those tribes which occupied aboriginally the area along 

the Tombigbee River, but also records relating to Choctaws 

through the Removal Period to the present. A chronology of 

documentation is attached. 

Historical references to Choctaws living along the Tombigbee 

are found in records of the earliest European explorers to this 

area dating back to the Spanish exploration in the 1540s.• 

Federal, state, and local government corr~sponde~ce, 

reports, and testimony, plus records of the Choctaw Trading House 

3 
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at s~. Stephens on the Tombigbee in Washington County, Alabama 

record the tribal interaction of both full-blood and mixed-blood 

Choctaws who lived in this vicinity. Further evidence of their 

continuing tribal presence is documented in historical, 

anthropological, legal, and religious reports, mahuscripts, 

journals, newspapers, and books. 

Genealogical research conducted in connection with the MOWA 

petition for tribal recognition positively establishes the 

continuity of the south Alabama Choctaw tribe that is today the 

MONA's from the period of first European contact through the 

present day. Sixty-one pieces of correspondence with the federal 

government, plus census records, court records, applications made 

under the Dawes Act, newspaper accounts, and genealogy confirm 

the right of the MOWA Band of Choctaws to claim recognition under 

the provisions of Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty. 

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION 

The Tombigbee River was the traditional eastern boundary of 

the Choctaws (not the Mississippi state line}. Although this 

land (where the MOWA Choctaws live now in Alabama) had been ceded 

to the United States in the treaties of 1802 and 1805, these 

events did not, however, result in a withdrawal of the Choctaw 

presence from the area. Government documents, plus other 

accounts .. continued to be generated yea;.:. aft~r year ;;:l;l;ich _ 

described the Choctaw living and hunting in the environs of 

4 
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Mobile and Washington Counties,s as did their aboriginal 

kinsmen.' The NOMA Band live today on land which was 

traditionally and aboriginally Choctaw. While their territory 

today does not cover as large an area as it did in earlier time 

periods, it is concentrated within the original boundaries. 

Contemporary settlements cluster around two core areas, 

forming almost contiguous occupation along the roads and area 

west of Highway 43, from just south of Mt. Vernon, Alabama to 

about three miles north of Mcintosh, Alabama. The area 

encompassed is approximately fifteen miles long and ten miles 

wide. A distance of less than a mile separates the northernmost 

settlement in Mobile County from the southernmost settlement in 

washington County. su: MAP 

Though not named the HOWA Band in the earlier years, this 

group established a community on the west bank of the Tombiqbee 

River in what is now southwestern Alabama in the late eighteenth 

centUry. Forced out by non-Indian settlers, they formed two 

clusters near the •forks• of the Tombigbee and Alabama rivers 

part of a general catchment area where Indians and mixed bloods 

from several tribes had resided since the late 1700s. The 

section of Alabama in which the MOWA community formed was the 

dividing line between Chocta~ and C~eek territories, and a 

5 
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natural cross-roads for the entry of Cherokee refugees from 

Georgia and the Carolinas. 

It was also where the first European contacts were made1 

Mobile was established by the French in 1702 for trade with 

Indians. The process oy which the MOWA Choctaw tribe came into 

existence, comprised of refugees from several different bands, is 

highly consistent with the historical record of tue area. The 

incorporation of other Native American families into the founding 

group reflects the complex and transient nature of tribal 

formations in the "forks" of the Alabama/Tombigoee River area; 

conditions that had existed previously for at least a hundred 

years, and perhaps much longer. 

Contemporary tribal members are descendants of the founders 

of these earliest settlements formed during the period between 

the Choctaw treaty of 1805 and the removals of the 1830s. The 

founders were full and mixed-blood Choctaws and one Cherokee 

family, all of whom had been dislocated by Euro-American 

intrusion into their respective nations. The Cherokee family 

joined the Choctaws when one of their sons married a Choctaw 

woman. 

SETTLEMEIITS 

Tl;l.e. names attagp.ed t.o the orJgina,l. settlement areas were. 

Kun-sly, which referred to the Mile 36 area, the mouth of Cedar 

6 
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Creek, in Mobile County, and Kun-shak, designating the vicinity 

of Reeds Chapel Church in Washington County. Although the elders 

no longer know the specific derivation of these names they refer 

to the areas by these Choctaw names. Kunshak is a Choctaw word 

which translates as •reedbrake people.• ~is the name of 

one of the eight (or six) clans (iksas) in the Choctaw Nation. 7 

It is our belief that the names of the early MOWA settlements are 

based on both of these meanings of the Choctaw word, kunsha and 

is further evidence Qf tribal continuity. 

PROGENITORS 

Choctaws had a democratic governmental system that divided 

the nation into three districts--the Northwestern, the 

Northeastern, and the Southern--each with a aingo (principal 

chief), elected by the men of the district, who served as the 

executive head." From the late 1700s until his death in 1824, 

Pushmataha was the District Chief of the Southern district, where 

the ancestral families of the MOWA Choctaws lived. 

In the Choctaw Treaty of 1802, •one of the Choctaw chiefs 

who signed this treaty on behalf of the Lower Towns was 'Poosha 

mattahaw' (Pushmataha) of the Six Towns District, who lived near 

St. Stephens.' Ancestral lines trace to Pushmataha, his chiefs 

and sub-chiefs. Sub-chiefs who lived along the Tombigbee at this 

time were_Chief ~oshi Homma (Captain Red Bird) was near Fort 

Stoddert (now Mt. Vernon, AL), Pia Mingo Hometah, near St. 
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Stephens, and Elah Tubbee (Chief Tom Gibson) who lived in what is 

now Millry in Washington County, AL. 

Pushmataha was a member of the~ clan. Phoebe Juzan, 

niece of Pushmataha and also a ~' is among the ancestors of 

the MOWA Band. She was a sister of Oklahoma, the nephew who 

succeeded Pushmataha as principal chief of the Southern District. 

Oklahoma was followed by Nittakechi. The Southern District was 

comprised of several sub·districts, one being the Six Towns led 

at the time of Removal by Chishehoma (Capt. Red Post-Oak) The 

Six Towns were further divided into six settlements, with Elah· 

tubbe (Capt. Tom Gibson) being the leading man for Killis tamaha, 

"English town.• The historical importance of the~ clan 

within this particular area may further explain the names of 

these settlements. 

The settlement of Kunsly was led by Hoshi Homma, (Captain 

Red Bird). Hoshi Homma's fame and popularity led to his becoming 

a folk hero and the name of "Captain Red Bird" was given to later 

tribal leaders including Peter Cole and Lemuel Byrd. They were 

joined by descendants of Elah Tubbee, (Chief Tom Gibson) and 

other Six Towns Choctaw who resettled in Kunsly in the late 

1830s. 10 Also, joining them was the Byrd-Weaver extended family 

of Cherokees who had been driven out of Georgia and North 

Carolina. 11 
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Kunshak, located in the vicinity of High Hill, was formed by 

the remnants of a small band of Choctaws led by Pia Mingo 

Hometah, Chief of Hobuckintoopa (St. Stephens). After ceding his 

land in 1803, Pia Mingo Hometah and his extended family lived on 

High Hill, They were joined by members of a family known by the 

surname Reed, descendants of Kalioka, also a ~' and Young 

Gaines.u 

Land loss and white population growth, 13 forced them to 

become concentrated into the contemporary area described above as 

a separate Indian community, distinct from whites or blacks. 

The decades after Removal Act of 1830 were ones of 

geographic shifting and uncertainty for all Southeastern Indian 

tribes. Land cessions and fraudulent actions by public officials 

generated by the Choctaw Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek brought 

an influx of Six Town Choctaws into the Tombiqbee River basin 

from other parts of the Nation. 14 

Uprooted Choctaw emigres found refuge with in the mixed-blood 

Indian settlements in the heavily forested, almost inaccessible 

terrain. Neighborly interaction, economic cooperation, and 

marriage ties among the residents of these localities engendered 

a strong sense of common identity, based on shared Indian 

ancestry, reinforced by kinship. Although, external pressures 

9 



519 

strongly mitigated the overt expression of tribal, or even 

Indian, identity, the Choctaw emigres petitioned the federal 

government, with the aid of resident Choctaw mixed-bloods who, 

periodically, secured help from local influential citizens for 

over a quarter of a century. 15 

DOCUMEHTED PU:SENCE 

Record Group 75 of the National Archives and Record Center, 

Letters Received and Letters Sent, contain correspondence between 

Six Towns Choctaws of Mobile, Alabama and the federal government 

from 1840 to 1860. Sixty-one letters, petitions, and/or reports 

firmly establish their presence and connections with resident 

mixed-blood Choctaws in Alabama; also, testimony taken in 1838 

explains why the Six Towns Choctaw were not registered at the 

Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek.u 

Six Towns Choctaw, leading chief Chishahomah, alias Red Post 

oak, attempted to sign up the people of all the Six Towns under 

Article 14, of Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty. In this treaty, 

Choctaws negotiated with the United States for the right to 

remain in their homeland. This right was denied because of 

actions of the U. s. Agent, Col. William Ward. Chishahomah and 

his people--including Elah·tubbee (Chief Tom Gibson), village 

chief of English Town--tried to get the United States government 

tQ fulfill its treaty obligations, but to no avail. They were 

never registered, :a.or -re they ever :removed West • . 
10 
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For the next 25 years, remnants of the Six Towns sought 

relief from government agents whose schemes to defraud them of 

their land (and later, land scrip--certificates in lieu of land) 

stripped them of all their possessions. They were landless in 

Mississippi and turned to their mixed-blood Choctaw kinsmen in 

Alabama for shelter and support. 

Another fraudulent scheme perpetrated by agents who 

contracted with the u.s. government to emigrate the Choctaws west 

was to promise them that they would escort them for half of their 

"Indian money•; for the other half, they would bring them back, 

sign them up under different names and emigrate them again. This 

was in addition to money the government paid the contractor for 

"furnishing• the Indians, little of which they ever received. 

Choctaw leaders, speaking for the group, asked leading 

citizens of Mobile, Alabama, including the mayor, to write to the 

u.s. Government asking that they receive the land or money due 

them, to allow them to select their own emigrator, specifically 

William Fisher of Mobile, AL17 and not to assign any more 

fraudulent agents who were trying to cheat them out of their 

"Indian money.• Finally in 1856, after two decades of swindles 

by self-serving government agents and unscrupulous lawyers, the 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs instructed Agent Douglas H. Cooper 

to take a census of Choctaws remaining east of the Mississippi 

River--514 members of the Six Towns Choctaws were living in 

11 
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Mobile, Alabama and Jasper and Newton Counties, Mississippi. The 

last correspondence--prior to the Civil War--in September 1860, 

stated there was no agent and no more plans for removing Choctaws 

west. The Bur-u of Indian Affairs abandoned its duty. 

When the Civil War started the Choctaw men were recruited 

by the Confederate States of America. Government documents 

record their unit, officers, location, battles, and death. 10 

While the majority of the men were killed, their women and 

children were left and the tribe survived. They were joined by 

the Choctaw family of Alexander Brashears who repeatedly 

petitioned the United States government under the provisions of 

the 14th and 19th Articles to register all members of his 

extended family; he was one of the 69 persons who managed to 

register to become a citizen under its provisions in Dancing 

Rabbit Creek Treaty. 1
' Delilah (Juzan) Brashears Wall, who was 

also registered under Art. 14, brought suit to retain her 

citizenship as a Choctaw in the state of Alabama and won because 

the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek provided that persons who 

claimed under it "shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw 

citizen, but if they ever remove, are not entitled to any portion 

of the Choctaw annuity. "20 

Some of the Choctaws went over the Alabama-Mississippi state 

line to find work and in the 20th century were rediscovered as 

"Mississippi Choctaws"; others stayed in Alabama because they had 

12 
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joined the tribe of resident mixed-blood Choctaw families who 

lived on public land in the villages described above. Their 

.families intermarried, had children, built cabins, and supported 

themselves by working on farms, hunting, and cutting wood in the 

forests for sale in Mobile. Indian names were rost as they took 

Anglo-saxon names--Polly, Nancy, William, John, James--and added 

the last name of local landowners of French ancestry, e.g., 

Laurendine, Bru, Andre, Chastang. 21 In December 1993, 

additional government-generated documents were submitted to the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs with instructions to place them with 

other documents sent by MONA Choctaws and to review this 

additional information conjunction with the "Letters Sent & 

Received" referred to below. 

Dawes Enrollment Applications of ancestors of MOWA Choctaws 

show that some were identified and some were refused. Those who 

were identified were elderly and spoke the Choctaw language. The 

younger ones were refused because they had no documentation to 

prove who their Choctaw ancestors were and because they did not 

speak the Choctaw language, although they understood it. Also, 

it appears the younger ones were refused because they were not 

full-blood, but three-quarters or one-half. 

Orai testimony given by the elders to the genealogist who 

prepared the ancestor charts included in the Obvious Deficiency 

Report, led to the attached applications which contain 

13 
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information confirming the elders' testimony. Further, letters 

received from Choctaws in Mobile during the 1830s through 1850s 

substantiate the identity of the applicants.•• (See complete 

reference in chronology submitted in earlier testimony.) 

Unfortunately, the 1901 applicants had no copies of these 

letters because the Choctaws had to have local officials write 

the letters for them. Although identified Choctaw witnesses 

testified to having known the applicants and in some cases the 

applicants' parents, the applicants were rejected for not being 

able to show written proof of their Choctaw ancestry. We submit 

these letters as written documentation in support of these 1901 

applications and also in support of their descendants, the MOWA 

Choctaws of Alabama. Genealogical charts of current MOWA Choctaw 

tracing back to these petitioning Choctaw in the 1850s and to the 

1901 Dawes enrollment applicants were submitted to the BIA. 23 

Descendants of these Choctaws are on the current MOWA roll 

and have always been part of the MOWA community from the late 

1830s when they joined their resident kinsmen, the mixed-blood 

Choctaw families in the Mobile-washington County area. 

Tlt:IBAL ACT:IV'l:TY 

During the two decades between 1840 and 1860, tribal 

cohesion based on kinship and Indian identity was further 

strengthened as these Six Town families formed alliances with the 

14 



524 

progenitor families and their offspring. Their tribal community 

expanded during a period of intense prejudice against Indians·and 

developed within an environment of increasing hostility against 

non-whites in general. 

During thi& era, they established their own religious 

institutions in the Kunsly and Kunshak villages, specifically to 

the •mother• churches, Reeds Chapel and Byrd Church (now 

Aldersgate). The schools and churches of the MOWA Choctaw 

community are and have been historically closely connected. 

Before Indian removal and the subsequent closing of the Mission 

Board churches and schools east of the Mississippi, the American 

Board of Missionaries sent missionaries into Washington County, 

Alabama. For example, the Reverend Alfred Wright, a missionary 

at the Choctaw mission and school at Goshen operated by the. 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, visited the 

Choctaw settlement in washington County in 1824. 2' His report 

confirms oral history which credit Rev. wright with helping 

organize the church that became Reeds ChApel. Lack of further 

reports during this time reflect the disruption of Indian Removal 

and turmoil of the Civil War until the 1880s when mission work 

began again sporadically •among the scattering bands that still 

cling to the land of their forefathers." 25 
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PUBLIC LOSS OF INDIAN IDENTITY 

During the period of the Civil War and Reconstruction, 

ancestors of the MOWA Choctaw are shown in military records of 

the Confederate States of America, U.S. Census records, court 

records, homestead applications, newspaper and journal writings, 

but not always as Indians. Given both the difficult conditions 

and total pre-occupation with the War in the South, this does not 

appear unusual. Designations as Indian reappear sporadically, 

however, towards the later decades of the nineteenth century, 

particularly in United States Censuses, religious periodicals and 

reports, and legal proceedings.•• MOWA ancestors applied for 

enrollment as Choctaws under the Dawes Commission Act, but were 

rejected when the rules were changed to admit only full-

bloods." 

At the beginning of the twentieth century, Choctaws of the 

MOWA Band are again designated as Indian in federal records: 

1900-1920s Hearings before the Sub-Committee of the Committee on 

Indian Affairs, House of Representatives, on the Subject of the 

Enrollment of the Five Civilized Tribes;'" 1903 List of Persons 

whose names appear on Identification Roll of Mississippi 

Choctaws;'' in 1907, John D. Beck, Indian Agent on behalf of the 

Indians in South Alabama enrolled all Indians in South Alabama 

and West Florida (Creek, Cherokee and Choctaw) on the Eastern 

Cherokee Roll; 30 1910 U.S. Census identified 172 Indians in 

Washington County and seven in Mobile County; 1920 U.S. Cens.us 
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identified 10 in Washington County and 12 in Mobile County; and, 

in 1930 U.S. Census identified zero in Washington County and 50 

in Mobile County. 

IHDIAN XDEBTITY REDISCOVERED BY PUBLIC 

In 1934, Mrs. Elvin Byrd, a teacher of the Choctaw children 

wrote to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, u.s. Department of 

the Interior. In response to her letter, Samuel H. Thompson, 

Supervisor of Indian Education submitted a "Report on Remote 
' Groups of Indians made during the month of October, 1934: 

Alabama." 31 In 1935, the United States Senate ordered a report 

on the claims of the Choctaw Indians of Mississippi, Alabama and 

Louisiana; similar reports followed in 1936 and 1938. Senate 

Report number 781 reported that •approximately 1800 individuals 

.. live in small communities chiefly in Mississippi, Alabama and 

Louisiana, following to a large degree their primitive customs, 

and who had until recent years neither government nor state aid, 

education or otherwise.• 33 

During World War II, several men from the MOWA community 

served in the military and were identified as "Indian."'' In 

1948, William Harlen Gilbert, Jr., in the Annual Report of the 

Board of Regents of tbe Smithsonian Institutioq, included the 

Indians of Mobile and Washington Counties.'' In 1949, the 

Choctaw Indians of Alabama and Mississippi filed a claim with the 

Indian Claims Commission.'' Although several contemporary MOWAs 
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signed up for these claims, federal records on this case have not 

been searched because of the enormous cost involved.'' 

In the 1950s, in an effort to receive some type of 

assistance and recognition for all Indians in south Alabama, the 

MONA Choctaws worked with Creek Chief, Calvin McGhee, to improve 

the conditions for all Southern Indians and bring their plight to 

the attention of the Indian Affairs Commission in Washington. 31 

This organization, "Kinsmen of Indians for Liberty, Reform, 

Opportunity, and Instruction in Civic Affairs• (KILROI) was 

formed as a •political union of redmen.••• "A Washington County 

Chapter of KILROI, an organization of persons of Indian descent 

and their kinsmen, was chartered in Mcintosh. Membership in the 

county and state organizations include descendants of Choctaw, 

Chickasaw, and Cherokee Tribes as well as Creeks.••• 

When the federal government settled these Indian Claims 

Commission cases, and the Mississippi Choctaws and the Poarch 

Creeks emerged as •recognized Indians,• the MOWAs were promptly 

forgotten by their former friends and allies. However, this did 

not deter the MOWAs. 

MONA CHOCTAW TRIBAL ACTION 

In the 1960s, leaders of the MONA Choctaw community 

prevented an attempt to close all Indian schools in Mobile and 

Washington County because of the special nature of the 
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schools.'0 Prior to desegregation, there were seven schools 

{three in Mobile and four in Washington County) exclusively 

serving the MOWA Choctaw settlements. The schools located in the 

two larger settlement areas (Reeds Chapel and The Level) are 

still in operation. Their continuation was a compromise 

exception to a desegregation order related to southwest Alabama 

which closed the other MOWA schools in the early 1970s. After 

negotiations between tribal leaders and county school officials 

following this desegregation order, these two schools were 

permitted to remain in operation. The federal courts under Judge 

Virgil Pittman, specifically, ordered that one Indian school in 

each county remain in operation. The students, teachers, and 

administrators in these two schools are nearly all tribal 

members, and there is much parental involvement.'1 

Also during this same time period, tribal leaders contacted 

the Equal Opportunity Commission and started negotiations with 

industries in the area to hire Indians for the first time.•l 

Their efforts coincided with a federally funded program 

headquartered in Mobile, (Off-Reservation Indian Manpower 

Program) designed to provide training and employment 

opportunities for American Indians who live in Alabama.•' 

By the 1970s, a formal tribal council had been in place for 

more than a decade. A report of the American Indian Policy 

Review Commission described the Choctaws in Mobile and Washington 

19 



529 

counties as a "Non-recognized tribe" in 1976. 44 In 1979, the 

Governor of Alabama, Fob James, signed into law a bill 

recognizing the historical rights to sovereignty of Choctaws of 

Mobile and washington County, Alabama, which rights were 

confirmed in 1980 by Attorney General of Alabama, Charles 

Graddick. 45 

The MOWA Band of Choctaws began receiving funds for Indian 

programs in 1980 from the United States Government, programs that 

continue today. In 1980 the U.S. Department of Education funded 

Indian Education under Title IV. 46 Among recent •tribal" 

actions of the MOWA Choctaws, in 1983 the tribe purchased back 

160 acres of their tribal lands, an area known historically by 

the MOWA Choctaws as "The Level" (near location of Byrd Church). 

Since 1983, additional acreage has been procured, bringing the 

total of tribal lands to 299 acres. The lands acquired have 

strong historic significance and are strategically located on the 

boundary line between Washington and Mobile counties. Tribal 

economic development projects, including raising cattle, catfish, 

alligators, and ornamental shrubbery, are presently underway on 

this acreage; another portion has been developed as a permanent 

pow wow grounds. The MOWA Choctaws use their tribal property to 

continue and preserve their tribal customs and ceremonies. 

Practices in MOWA Choctaw ceremonies, as well as customs and 

practices used in the agricultural projects conducted on MOWA 

Choctaw land, reflect a distinct Choctaw heritage. 
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HISTORIC TRIBAL COBESrvENESS 

From the earliest times up to the present, the territorial 

and economic organization of the MOWA tribe has rested on a dense 

network of kin ties. Kinship greatly facilitates cooperative 

cohesion among the MOWAs, and settlement patterns strongly 

reflect genealogical relationships. Nearly ten generations ago, 

the MOWA progenitors and their immediate descendants established 

the basis for an enduring kin-based community organization -- a 

structure of relationships yielding a quality and density of 

social ties that are generically "tribal" in character. While 

most mixed-blood Indians who avoided removal chose the alternate 

course of "detribalization,• blending individually into the black 

and white frontier society that surrounded them, the MOWA 

progenitors did not choose to follow this path. That they opted 

instead to establish an ever expanding, ever more visible 

community -- forms a critical distinction. The MOWA Choctaws 

have never relinquished control of their churches and, indeed, 

during the 1930s established the "Indian Association of 

Churches.• Perhaps more than any other facts, circumstances and 

events, the continuous existence of the MOWA Choctaw churches and 

schools, and the support and maintenance of these institutions by 

successive generations of the same Choctaw families, proves the 

existence and continuity of the MOWA Choctaw tribe. 

Despite very substantial changes-in the economy and 

political system in their surrounding area over time, the 
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development within the MOWA Choctaw communities has followed a 

highly consistent pattern. Land losses and adverse political and 

societal conditions had strong negative impacts on the economic 

well-being of the MOWAs, but did not precipitate the dissolution 

of their community structure. Presently, there are 23 named MOWA 

Choctaw •settlements• within the MOWA community and twenty MOWA 

churches located within those settlements. The size and 

distribution of contemporary Mows Choctaw settlements strongly 

reflect historical patterns. Heavy concentrations of MOWA 

families surround the two original nuclei (Kunsly and Kunshak): 

38\ of present MOWA Choctaw tribal members live within two miles 

of Reeds Chapel and another 22\ are within two miles of Byrd 

Church. 

For more than 175 years the MOWA Choctaws have comprised a 

distinctive group. More than 70\ of the 3,500 enrolled members 

reside within the triangle bounded on the north by Mcintosh, 

south by Mt. Vernon, and west by Citronelle, an area that is only 

ten miles wide and 15 miles long. This total area contains few 

inhabitants who are not part of the MOWA tribe. Social, 

religious, and economic interaction occurs regularly among the 

residents of this territory. From the standpoint of territorial 

integrity.and separateness of institutions, the MOWA Choctaw Band 

clearly constitutes a distinct community within the region of 

southwest Alabama. 
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COST OF COBTilii'ODIG llESEAllCB TO SATrSFY BIA Cll:ITElliA 

The Administration of Native Americans provided a research grant, 

which funds were used to prepare the initial petition submitted 

to the BIA in 1987. Since that time, research to fulfill 

additional requirements of the BIA as specified in their Obvious 

Deficiency Letter, has been continued by volunteers. 

Although the research has been done by volunteers, the time 

required and the expense of copying documents to fulfill BIA 

requests has been enormous. For example, in order to fill what 

they saw as a gap in •community cohesiveness" from Reconstruction 

to the turn of the 20th century, Homestead records were secured 

showing witnesses for applicants covering the period from 1870s-

1900s. Previously in 1987, approximately 125 abstracted original 

entry land records were submitted. From these records, a 

researcher spent two days at the General Land Office, at 

Suitland, MD, securing "Homestead Proof--Witness Testimony" pages 

from 55 of these voluminous Homestead files in order to show that 

names recorded before the turn of the century as witnesses for 

each other are the same as their descendants on roll today. From 

1800 forward, less than a five-year gap appears between 

documentation of existence of the MOWA Choctaw tribe as a 

distinct, cohesive community. 
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Southern Part of Washington County, Alabama: (Indians)," A Survey 
made for Governor William w. Brandon, Governor of the State of 
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Jr., "Surviving Indian Groups of the Eastern United States." Annual 
Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution for 
1948 {1949): 407-428, See No. 18, Alabama; Report of American 
Indian Policy Review Commission, 1976, Chapter 11, "Nonrecognized," 
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April 15, 1936; "Claims of Choctaw Indians of Mississippi," House 
of Representatives, Report 2233, 75C:3, April 26, 1848. All bills 
refer to Choctaws in Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana. 
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40. Letter from David Scott, Program Associate, Education for 
American Indians Unit, Department of Health, Education, and 
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PROOF OF THE MQNA CiOC;AW'S SATISFACTION 
QF TBE SEVEl'f BIA C:a.ITEiliA FOR TRIBAL RECOGNITION 

Based upon research, we have prepared a chronology listing 

documentary evidence which establishes the continuous existence 

of the MOWA Choctaw tribe and the continuous recognition of that . 
tribe by the federal, as well as state and local governments, and 

by historians and non-Indian inhabitants of the south Alabama 

area of their homeland. What follows is an organization of that 

chronology according to the seven criteria for tribal recognition 

as published at 25 CFR, Chapter 1, Section 83.7. The documents 

referenced by this chronology establish the continuous Choctaw 

tribal existence and presence in the south Alabama area occupied 

by the modern MOWA Choctaws. While some of the documents are not 

necessarily accurate in a numerical sense (e.g. the U.S. Census 

reports are not a reliable count of Indians inasmuch as many 

Indians were influenced by societal pressures to conceal their 

Indian identity in responding to the census), these documents 

nonetheless clearly demonstrate that the MOWA Choctaws have had a 

continuous tribal existence as a community in south Alabama from 

the time of first European contact to the present. 

CRITDIA la REPEATED IDEJI'r:IFICATION BY I'EDEilAL AUTBORITIES 

Documentary evidence of recognition of the MOWA Choctaws by 

federal authorities developed by our research, chronologically 

listed, includes: 



1786 

1801 

1802 

1803-1824 

1803 

1803 

540 

Treaty With The Ch9ctaw Hopewell, re-established 
boundaries of British cession and provided for 
trading posts. Ancestors of the MOWA Choctaws 
signed treaty. 

Treaty with t:t.e Choctaw. A wagon trail was ceded 
through Indian lands; British boundaries re­
established again. the MONA ancestral leader, 
Hoshi Boma, also known as Captain>Red Bird, signed 
this treaty. 

A treaty was signed with the Choctaw at F.ort 
Confederation on the Tombigbee River, releasing to 
the United States Choctaw lands including the 
ancestral lands of the MOWA Choctaws. This treaty 
was signed "In behalf of the Six Towns" including 
Yowani and was witnessed by Turner Brashears, who 
was a white countryman having a Choctaw family 
which is an ancestor of the modern day MOWA Band. 

Records of Choctaw Trading Post, St. Stephens, 
Mississippi Territory 1803·1824. Abstracted TSOO, 
RG 75, MARC. United States Choctaw Trading House 
established at Fort St. Stephens on the Tombigbee 
River, Washington County, Mississippi Territory 
(Alabama). Names of MOWA Choctaw ancestors listed 
many times with description as to blood quantum, 
village, etc. 

MARC, RG 11, M688, Roll 3, Ratified Treaties, Dec. 
27, 1801·1814 July 22. (AIAC)/ Extract from a 
letter from Brigadier Gen. Wilkinson in relation 
to the Choctaw. Treaty. Dated at St. Stephens on 
the Tombigby, Aug. 31, 1803. Gen. Wilkinson 
describes his activities and problems in re­
drawing the British boundary lines and states "the 
line .•. actually included an Indian *settlement 
near the Tombigby ... This settlement is now by 
stipulation to be immediately removed. *Some say 
it will bring $300,000, but I say $SO,ooo.• 

Treaty with the Choctaw, Hoe-Buckin-toopa (St. 
Stephens). This treaty was signed by "Chiefs 
residing on the Tombigbee (river) near to St. 
Stephens,• including Pia Mingo (Homatah), an 
ancestral leader of the MONA Choctaws. This 
treaty was also witnessed by Young Gaines, an 
Indian countryman having a Choctaw family who is 
part of the ancestry of the modern day MOWA 
Choctaws_ 
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1805 

1814 

1814-1815 

1814 
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·Hoshi Homa (Captain Red Bird), an ancestral leader 
of the MOWA Choctaws, was one of the signors of a 
Choctaw treaty with the United States at Mount 
Dexter. This treaty reconfirmed reserve to John 
McGrew by Pia Mingo Hometah (variously spelled 
Besnitta, Bimeta) and others of 1500 acres. In 
addition, this treaty was witnessed by William 
Colbert and Charles Juzan who had Choctaw families 
who are ancestors of the modern day MOWA Choctaw 
tribal members. 

October 12 - Letter from Capt. Jas. E. Dinkins, 3d 
Infty., Mt. Vernon, (AL) to Major Gen. A. Jackson, 
Comd 7th M. Dist. Source: LPP6 Peter Brannon's 
Scrapbook, •south Around to Cross Ellicott's 
Line,• 1938, Alabama Archives & History. Capt. 
Dinkins reports on number of Choctaw warriors and. 
that •Laflo (LaFlore) and the leaders McCurtin and 
Pai-a-mengo have petitioned to go to Mobile on 
business.• Laflore, McCurtain and Pia Mingo are 
ancestral leaders of Choctaws in Alabama, whose 
descendants are among contemporary MOWA Band of 
Choctaws. 

Choctaw Muster Rolls, Military Records, Indian 
Affairs, Alabama Department of Archives & History. 
Rolls of Capt. Pushmattahaw's Company of Choctaw 
Warriors who fought in the service of the United 
States reflect ancestors of the MOWA Choctaws 
including Pia Mingo Hometah (Ohpia,him,mit,tah), 
William Andrews (Andre), Charles Juzan, Iltanabbe, 
Elah·tubbee and Iou·a-cha. Pia Mingo Hometah 
(Himmittah, Hesnitta) was one of the ancestral 
leaders of MOWA. 

Military Records, war of 1812, Choctaws, Folder 
208, Alabama Department of Archives and History. 
Correspondence with General Jackson relative to 
Six Towns Choctaws supporting United States in 
Creek War in Alabama, part of the war of 1812. 
Aug. 9th - Agent John McKee reports to Gen. 
Jackson that he has sent Mr. Brashears, Mr. 
Pitchlynn to recruit Choctaws and tha~ he will 
recruit from the Southern District as he proceeds 
to St. Stephens by way of Charles Juzan, the Nai.ls 
on Chickasawhay, and the Six Towns; he predicts 
they can count on 800 warriors. 
Sept. 9th - Agent John McKee reports to Gen. . 
Jackson that he is anxious to •get out as many as 
possible from the Six Towns as their attachment to 
the U.S. has been sometimes questioned." Arms and 
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ammunition are being shipped'to Fort Stoddert 
(Mount vernon). 
Sept. 18th - Report to General Jackson on Six 
Towns deployment to Mobile and he predicts 'that 
2,000 will meet them in Mobile by October 7. 
Oct. 3rd - Reply from Gen. Jackson's Aid de Camp 
with instructions that "the Indians assembling at 
Mount Vernon, are to be mustered into service on 
the same footing, in the same numbers and with the 
same proportion of officers and non-commissioned 
officers, as the regular troops of the u.s. 
Dec. 15 - Gen. Jackson authorizes Pier Jusonq 
(Pierre Juzan) to raise as many Choctaw Indians as 
will enter the Service of the u.s. The men named 
here are ancestors of the MOWAs and each of them 
had Choctaw Indian families. -

Treaty with the Choctaw at Fort St. Stephens 
confirming prior cession. MOWA ancestral leaders 
Bob Cole, Roopoieemiko (Pia-mingo) signed this 
treaty and was witnessed by Turner Brashears. 

Treaty with the Choctaw at Doak's stand provided 
for those who wished to remain and was signed by 
MOWA ancestral leaders Bob Cole, John Frazier, and 
Captain Red Bird. 

United States Government sent missionaries to the 
Choctaws under the direction of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Papers of. 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, Roughton Library of Harvard University. 
Microfilm, Unit 6, Reel 757, frame 284. "Mr. 
Wright has spent more than two fifths of his 
sabbaths from home; nine at Mayhew and Emmaus, and 
nine in the settlements in washington Co.; A1a., 
in Wayne and Bainbridge Co., Missi. In the 
settlements, he found the congregations 
respectable for numbers and attention to the 
Word.• 

MOWA ancestors Robert Cole and Nittuckachee signed 
a treaty, with provisions for those who wished to 
remain, on behalf of the Choctaws with the United 
States. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 1, p. 225. Letter from 
Silas Dinsmoor to Choctaw Agent Ward, March 26, 
1825 requesting remuneration be paid to Maximilian 
Dubroca for his slave who was killed by a Choctaw 
named Manuel. Manuel was pardoned by the Governor 
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of Alabama and set free. This document shows 
occupation in area by Choctaw. 

Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek ceding the 
remaining lands of the south Alabama and 
Mississippi Choctaws, including the remaining 
ancestral lands of the MOWA Choctaws, was signed 
in his year. MOWA Choctaw ancestors who were 
signors and witnesses of this treaty included 
Robert Cole, Pierre Juzan, Hoshi Homa (Captain Red 
Bird), and Zadoc Brashears. MOWA ancestors 
specifically provided for in this treaty included 
Charles Juzan, James Campbell, Turner Brashears, 
Oklahoma, William Juzan, Alexander McKee and 
Delilah Juzan Brashears. 

NARC, RG 75, Entry No. 267, Records Relating to 
Indian Removal. "Register of Choctaw names as 
entered by the agent previous to the 24th of 
August, 1831, who wish to become citizens, 
accQrding to a provision of the late treaty in 
1830." Mostly mixed-bloods were allowed to 
register by Col. Ward to stay and become citizens; 
ancestors listed of MOWA Choctaws are the 
Brashears. 

American State Papers. PuPlic LanQs. Doc. 1315, 
23rd Cong., 2nd Sess. Claims to Choctaw 
Reservations, p. 648: Petition of Alexander 
Brashears, et al, for claims under Art. 14, 
Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty. Alexander Brashears 
was living in Sumter County, Alabama at the time 
of Treaty, in is listed in 1840 U. S. Census of 
Sumter County, AL; in 1850 U.S. Census, he and his 
family are listed in Mobile County, AL and his 
descendants are on MOWA roll. 

Also, p. 641, No. 15: "List of names of those 
warriors who fought under Gen~ral Wayne, and also 
the names of the orphans in the Northeastern 
district.• Kachihoke is listed as parent with two 
boys, names unknown. Oral history says that 
Kalioka and two boys, Jerry and Isaac Gaines went 
west; Jerry Gaines was eventually registered in 
Indian Territory as Choctaw. The similarity of 
names and circumstances confirm oral history. 

Document 512. 23rd Cong., 1st Sess. Correspondence 
of the emigration of Indians, Choctaws. Names of 
Mowa ancestors appear p. 362 with George S. 
Gaines, Superintendent. (Names abstracted are 
found in MOWA genealogy.) 
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A!Berican State Papers, Public Lands. Doc. 1523, 
24:1. •on Claims to Reservations under the 
Fourteenth Article of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek, with the Choctaw Indians. Communicated to 
the House of Representatives, May 11, 1836. Pages 
672·696 relates to claims of Choctaws in Alabama, 
some of whom are ancestors of MOWA Choctaws. 

MUster Rolls of Choctaws who fought for the O.S. 
Government against the Creeks, requested from the 
National Archives and Records Service by Alabama 
Department of Archives History. Located in 
Public Information Subject File: Alabama at War, 
2nd Creek War, SG 13379. Examples of ancestors 
of MONA are Nittachache, Pierre Juzan, William 
Colbert, James Gibson. 

Testimony of Kish um us tubbee, Case No. 254, 
NARC, RG 75, Entry No. 270 Evidence, 1837-38. 
Kish ua us tubbee gives an account of the French 
settling at the confluence of the Tombigbee and 
Alabama Rivers. Be described trading with the 
French, who were followed by the British, then the 
Spaniards and finally the Americans. He was a 
member of Talla Town, one of the Six Towns; his 
leader was Chishehou (Capt. Red Pest oak). This 
document shows contact with Europeans and 
continuity of time and place. 

Testimony of Tah pa none cheu, Case No. 223. This 
testimony tells the story of what happened when 
Chishahoma tried to register all the people of the 
Six Towns; each town is listed with head man and 
his people. Elah-Tubbee (Chief Tom Gibson) was 
leader of Killish: tumaha Town (English Town); he 
had heard of one of the Six Towns, who belonged to 
English Town, who went west of the river, and came 
back, and died at Mobile, the year before. 

U.S. Census, Sumter County, AL. Alexander 
Brashears with ll persons; Delilah Brashears with 
10 persons listed as •white.• These MOWA 
ancestors are listed as mixed-blood Indians in 
Choctaw Records. Brashears listed in 1850 Mobile 
Co. census. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 185, Letters Received, 
Choctaws Emigration, Frame No. 903·908. From 
George s. Gaines, Commissioner, to T. Hartley 
Crawford,.Commissioner of Indian Affairs report on 
number of Choctaws left in Southeast. 
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NARC, RG 75, M234, Choctaws Emigration, Roll 185, 
Frame No. 903-908. From George S. Gaines, 
Commissioner, to T. Hartley Crawford, Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs report on number of Choctaws 
left in Southeast. Gaines reported "The south 
Eastern Indians known as the six Towns under the 
influence of capts. Qak-lah-bee and Post-oak ... 
number about 2000.• 

U.S. Court of Claims files, NARC, RG 123, reflect 
the case of the Cbpctaw Nation of Indians v. the 
United States, case number 12742, p. 295 -­
Excerpt from Letter from wm. Wilkins, Secretary of 
War to the President of the U.S."Fourteen years 
have passed since the ratification of the treaty, 
and many honest claimants are as far from having 
what was due them by the treaty as when Ward 
refused to register the names of some, and 
destroyed the register of names of others, 
although Congress has passed three remedial laws 
on the subject. My solicitude is to have the 
treaty executed, and to effect and emigration of 
the remaining Choctaws in Mississippi and Alabama, 
and to administer the laws with justice and 
humanity." 

Page 815 -817 - General deposition of Eli tub-bee, 
alias Tom Gibson regarding Six Towns Choctaws "who 
wished to take the benefits of the five years' 
stay.• Chief Tom Gibson is an ancestral leader of 
the MOWA Choctaws. 

Also p. 818-821 "Allen Yates, of Washington 
County, State of Alabama, a witness on the part of 
Captain Red Post Oak, alias Chish-ah-ho-ma, and 
company, of the Six Town tribe of Choctaw 
Indians.• Yates testified that Col. Ward would 
not register the Six Town Choctaws because "there 
were too many of them.• The MOWA Choctaws descend 
from the Six Town Choctaws. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 185, Letters Received by 
the OIA, Choctaw Agency, Emigration, Frame No. 
1088: Letter from Wm. Armstrong, Acting 
Superintendent to T. Hartly Crawford, Commissioner 
Indian Affairs, Nov. 9. Mr. Armstrong has 
problems getting Choctaws to emigrate because they 
•wander off, some to the swamps in pursuit of 
game, others to Mobile.• 

Frame No. 1094-1095: Letter from Wm. Armstrong, 
Acting Superintendent to w. Medill, Commissioner 
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Indian Affairs, Nov. 26 reports that •those chiefs 
who are present say that their people are 
scattered over a wide extent of country some 
of them being 200 miles off." And "The white 
population generally are not interested in getting 
them off as the lands they occupy are 
comparatively worthless. On the other hand many 
are desirous of keeping them to labor in their 
cotton fields." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 188, fr. no. 226, Choctaw 
Agency, Emigration, April 27, 1847. The Six Towns 
of Intoomlaski party: "Since the time of 1830 the 
Choctaws who remained in Miss. has been left to 
follow there own inclination, the greater part of 
them leading vagrant lives wandering not only 
through the state but generally in Louisiana and 
the southern part of Alabama and deriving a 
precarious subsistence by hunting and fishing in 
swamps. They number according to the opinion of 
the best judge about 3,000 souls including between 
2 and 300 who have wandered off to the seashore 
between Mobile and New Orleans. The result of my 
observation from intercourse with them is that 
they will be got off with great difficulty. This 
owing to various causes.• 

NARC. RG 75, M234, Roll 171, Letters Received by 
OIA, Choctaw Agency, 1839·51, Frame No. 642·648. 
Petition of One Hundred Principal men from a 
remnant of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians, residing 
in Mississippi, but currently living in Mobile, 
Alabaaa, requesting an agent of their own choice, 
Mr. William Fisher of Mobile "who has been our 
friend, understands our language & wants.• They 
request that Mr. George s. Gains intercede for 
them in Washington. Supporting letters from 
Mobile residents accompany petition. 

u.s. Census Mobile county: William Fisher, age 49 
is listed in "the city of Mobile,• household No. 
12, as a farmer, born in Alabama;ancestors of MOWA 
are listed in "Mobile County,• in households: 489, 
491, 500, 501, 506, 509, 513, 535, 558, 559;in 
Washington County households: 40, 41, 42. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 58, Letters 
Received by the OIA, Choctaw Agency, Emigration, 
rebruary 10, 1850. "Emigration of Six Towns 
Choctaws in Mobile and improper interference of 
Fisher and Lewis; also, states that 233 Indians 
have emigrated.··letter from H. L. Scott, 

e 



1851 

1851 

1851 

1851 

547 

Assistant Superintendent of Choctaws to Hon. 
Orlando Brown, Commissioner, Indian Affairs. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 99-
lOl,Letters Received by the OIA, Choctaw Agency, 
Emigration. March 15, 1851. •Relative to Choctaw 
Emigrants, who upon arriving West & receiving 
their scrip, leave the country & return it is 
supposed to Mississippi. States causes 
influencing them in so doing, & suggests as the 
only remedy for the fraudulent procedure, is the 
closing of the emigration. Letter from John 
Drennen, Acting Supt., W.T. 

NARC, RG75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 46-49, Letters 
Received by the OIA, Choctaw Agency, Emigration. 
June 8, 1851, •states views in regard to Choctaw 
removal --says J.J. Smith & E. S. Mitchell desire 
to make a proposition. Letter from Thomson 
McKenney to Hon. Luke Lea, Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 191-193. July 
14, 1851, "Emigration of Choctaws delayed by 
appearance of cholera; citizens will use force if 
necessary to get rid of Choctaws. Letter from H. 
s. Scott, Ass't supt, Choc. Removal to Hon. L. 
Lea, Com. Ind. Affairs. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 171, Letters Received by 
OIA, Choctaw Agency, 1839-51, series of letters 
from James Y. Blocker to Hon. Luke Lea, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Frame No. 738-740, 
Letter from Mobile, Nov. 6, 1851 requesting 
information to scrip to which Six Town Choctaws 
are entitled because he thinks they are being 
defrauded by unscrupulous agents. He reports that 
100 to 150 Indians are in vicinity. 

Frame No. 741-743, Mobile, Nov. 11, 1851. 
Describes plight of remnant Six Town tribe of 
Choctaws being swindled out of their scrip through 
intimidation and threats. Blocker wrote to Hon. 
John Bragg, his congressman asking for help. The 
several hundred Indians were determined to remain 
in vicinity of Mobile until instructions were 
received from the congressman. 

Frame No. 747-750, Mobile, Nov. 27, 1851. 
"Reports that several hundred more Indians have 
come to vicinity and anxiously wait for 
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instructions from the government. Further 
complaints are issued against fraudulent agents. 

Frame No. 755-765, House of Representatives, J. 
Bragg,Dec. 29, 1851. Letter from Bragg with 
several enclosures supporting the appointment of 
William Fisher of Mobile as agent. The mayor of 
Mobile, John Seawall, helped Six Town Choctaws 
prepare a petition which was signed by 60 men, 45 
widows and 4 children by mark. Their marks were 
attested to by John Seawell and Felix Andry. In 
addition 17 citizens of Mobile testified in behalf 
of William Fisher. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 171, fr. no. 752-753, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Agency. December 15, 
1851, "Blocker has had interviews with Choctaws in 
Mobile and made known to them contents of letter 
of Office of Indian Affairs about their scrip. 
About 500 are assembled and expect their scrip-­
Suggests that it be paid immediately. Letter from 
James W. Blocker of Mobile to Bon. L. Lea, Com. 
Indian Affairs written on behalf of Choctaws in 
Mobile." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 171, fr. no. 726-737 and 
745-746, Letters Received, Choctaw Agency. June, 
Aug. and Dec., 1851, "Series of letters regarding 
the appointment of special agent to pay out scrip. 
L. Lea, Com. of Indian Affairs appointed William 
H. Bowman when it should have been James H. 
Bowman. William went ahead and paid out scrip, 
James is trying to get it back and straighten out 
confusion of appointment and get scrip turned over 
to him. William sent 908 certificates or pieces 
of scrip to him; James wrote a receipt for it. He 
issued some scrip to the Indians and believed that 
they might be more willing to emigrate west of the 
Mississippi." 

NARC, RG 75, M2l, Roll 45, page nos. 230-231, 
309, Letters Sent from OIA. Rov. 20 ~ Dec. 24, 
1851, "L. Lea, Com. Indian Affairs wrote to James 
H.Bowman enclosing letters from James Y. Blocker 
of Mobile charging Bowman with defrauding the 
Choctaw Indians in the vicinity of Mobile. Lea 
also wrote to Blocker informing him that he had 
instructed Bowman to stop paying out scrip and to 
make a report of his proceedings. Lea then wrote 
to F. S. Hunt, Agent to Choctaws re: the charges 
of fraud directing him to investigate the matter 
and report to the Department; also to recover any 
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scrip still in possession of Bowman and hold it 
subject to order of Department.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 295-300, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
January 7, 1852, "F. s. Hunt reports to L. Lea, 
Com. Indian Affairs that he has received 11 pieces 
of Scrip from Mr. Bowman; will proceed to Mobile, 
a party of Indians there preparing to emigrate; 
will afford Mr. Blocker facilities in his 
investigation. Enc. copy of a letter of J.;li. 
Bowman and statement of A.P. Hurst relative to 
alleged abuses in delivery of scrip.• 

NARC, RG 75, M21, Roll 45, fr. no. 173·174, 
Letters Sent by the OIA. January 9, 1852, 
"Letters Sent from L. Lea, Com. Indian Affairs to 
Major F. S. Hunt instructing him to get Fisher to 
use his influence to get Choctaws to emigrate. 
Letter to Hon. John Bragg, House of Reps. in 
regard to Mayor Seawell's letter regarding 
Choctaws in Mobile and •suggests that Mr. Fisher, 
if so diaposed, can turn his influence with those 
Indians still liTing in the southern portion of 
Alabama, to profitable account by undertaking to 
emigrate them to the country provided for their 
tribe west of Arkansas. Allowance for emigrating 
each Indian has increased from $26 to $35 per 
head." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 301-302, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
January 22, 1852, "F. s. Hunt reports to L. Lea 
that he will write to Mr. Fisher about the 
business mentioned by Messrs. Bragg and Seawell-­
will visit Indians about Mobile -·thinks they are 
not entitled to scrip.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 222-224, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
January 28, 1852, "At the request of a remnant of 
Choctaws East, communicates their dissatisfaction 
with the appt. of Mr. Hunt as Supt. of Removal-­
They want Will. Fisher :for their agent. Letter from 
James Y. Blocker of Mobile to Hon. Luke Lea, Com. 
Indian Affairs. Note written on cover "give these 
Indians to understand that this office will not 
appoint Mr. Fisher agent. Major Hunt (remainder 
illegible)" 

NARC, RG 75, M2l, Roll 45, fr. no. 207, Letters 
Sent by OIA. February 9, 1852, "Letter Sent by L. 
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Lea to James Y. Blocker in Mobile informing him 
that wm. Fisher can emigrate Choctaws if he wants 
to because "those Indians (who can never prosper 
while living east of the Mississippi)." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, fr. no. 62-66, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Agency. February 25, 
185~, "F.S. Hunt reports on investigation of J. H. 
Bowman in paying out scrip. Mr. Bowman says the 
charges are false and that the Indians do not 
understand the whole business. He explains the 
procedure of paying attorneys for signing up the 
Indians and states that the Indians will get their 
share of money when they emigrate west. Report 
specifically relates to problems in Madisonville, 
but explains that he will go on to Mobile. 
Letters Received by Luke Lea, Com. Indian 
Affairs.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 225-226, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Emigration. March 29, 
1852, "James Y. Blocker writes from Mobile stating 
that if the department will appoint J. Perrine, & 
w. Fisher or himself, or all three, agents--500 to 
1000 Choctaws shall be removed to Ft. Smith by 1st 
of June.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, fr. no. 67-72, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Agency. April 7, 1852, 
"J. H. Bowman submitted list of Choctaw Scrip paid 
out, error was made, Hunt wrote back saying "allow 
me to remark as to the two pieces short, that, in 
my opinion, they were paid out but omitted to be 
entered as there was frequently a great press of 
business, as well as much noise & confusion during 
the payment. If there had been an omission of the 
kind the agents who claimed the scrip & who were 
always present, would have noticed it.• Luke Lea 
wrote to Bowman regarding the missing scrip. 
Eleven pieces of scrip were paid out;names of 
Indians listed, with certificate number and number 
of acres.• 

NARC, RG 75, M2l, Roll 46, p. 26, Letters Sent by 
OIA. April 7, 1852, "Letters Sent by L. Lea, Com. 
Indian Affairs to James . Blocker in Mobile 
advising the amount of compensation paid for each 
Choctaw emigrated to the west, and that no . 
"Emigrating Agent" will be appointed and that if 
he and others want to get into the business of 
emigrating Choctaws to please contact F.S. Hunt, 
Superintendent, Jackson, Mississippi." 
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NARC, RG 75, M2J4, Roll 187, fr.' no. 227~232, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Emigration. April 20, 
1852, "Ron. John Bragg, u.s. Representative 
writes to Luke Lea regarding Choctaws in Alabama 
and encloses letter of John Sewe11, Mayor of 
Mobile, who writes letter in behalf of Choctaws in 
Al~ stating their dissatisfaction with Mr. 
Hunt, want Mr. Fisher as their agent. Note on 
cover: ["Sent copies of both to Maj. F. S. Runt, 
April 24, 1852, for his information."]" 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 334~347, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Emigration. JUne 18, 
1852, "F. S. Hunt writes to L. Lea sending letter 
Hunt wrote to J. Seawell, Mayor of Mobile, and the 
reply thereto relative to Sgrip busine~~· 
dissatisfaction of the Indians with Govt. Agents, 
emigration. A full (and heated) explanation is 
given from Hunt and Seawell." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, fr. no. 44~47, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Agency. August 17, 
1852, "Petition in behalf of all the Indians of 
south Alabula of the Choctaw liratiou who complain 
that Gov't agents & others want to defraud them of 
their Scrip & rights. From Mobile, Alabama." 

Letters Received by the Office of Indian Affairs, 
NARC Microfilm 234, Roll 172, Choctaw Agency West, 
1852. 

Subject: "Petition in behalf of all the Indians 
in South Alabama of the Choctaw nation who 
complain that Government Agents (illegible) to 
defraud them of their script rights.• OVer 400 
Choctaws residing in Southern Alabama and riear 
Mobile ... "who do not wish to emigrate but to 
remain where we are and become citizens.• To Hon. 
Millard Fillmore, President of the U.S. from four 
Choctaws who "signed in behalf of all the Indians 
of South Alabama of the Choctaw Nation.• Signers 
by Mark •x• were was Hollinautabbe, Boucha, 
Ilatambe', and Meha. 

Subject: "Report of F. S. Hunt of his 
investigation of charges made against James N. 
Bowman, late official agent for paying out Choctaw 
Scrip, with accompanying papers. To Bon. Luke Lea, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.• Report on 
Sixtowns .. Choctaws in Mob.ile: mentio.ns Felix 
(Andry) and Indian wife, Lewis and Indian wife and 
Gibson. 
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Letters Received by the Office of Indian Affairs, 
NARC Microfi~ 234, Roll 172, Choctaw Agency West, 
February 25, 1853. "In relation to a claim of a 
remnant of Choctaw Indians--made by Mr. Felix S. 
Andry"--Letter from D. McVoy, M.D. of Mobile to 
Ron. A. H. H. Stewart, Secretary of the Interior. 
•over 400 Choctaws living in the neighborhood. . 
are altogether unwilling to remove west and wish 
to become citizens of this region.• 

NARC, RG 75, M21, Roll 147, fr. nos. 109, 191, 225 
May 9, JUDe 28, and Aug. 4, 1853, "Letters Sent by 
Geo. w. Hanypenny, Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
to F. s. Runt, Ass't Supt. Choctaw Removal, 
Jackson MS stating that the Dept. of Interior is 
•suspending any further public service in relation 
to the removal of the Choctaw Indians, and Hunt's 
services as removal agent will be dispensed with 
on receipt of letter.• Next letter acknowledges 
receipt of final accounts from Runt; next letter 
states that examination of Hunt's accounts have 
been suspended in consequence of the informal 
manner in which they have been presented -­
emigration vouchers are incomplete and Runt must 
file evidence of actual emigration of Choctaws 
west.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, fr. no. 176-179, 
Letters Received by OIA. May 24, 1853, "Douglas 
H. Cooper, newly appointed Choctaw Agent, has 
qualified and submitted his bond. Submits remarks 
about Choctaw emigration and fraud. Indians who 
have removed are returning East.• 

NARC, RG75, M234, Roll 172, fr. nos. 183-188, 
Letters Received by OIA. JUDe 10, 1853, "Douglas 
H. Cooper gives notice of his arrival at the 
"Choctaw Agency• West -- wants instruction 
relative to the payment of the Indians. Letter to 
Ron. Robt McClelland, OIA." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, fr. no. 191-196, 
Letters Received by OIA. June 18, 1853, "Douglas 
H. Cooper reports situation of affairs at the 
Choctaw Agency to Ron. Robt. McClelland. He 
explains in detail how fraud is perpetrated by 
emigrators and Indians; also, explains how Indians 
wind up with no money. • 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 402·404, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. July 
30, 1853,"Douglas R. Coopers encloses notes made 
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at the time of holding conversation with Col. 
Fletcher, ex-chief, a Choctaw in relation to 
Choctaw migration; refers to what happened under 
F. S. Hunt in Miss. and Mobile, AL." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 441·442, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
August 4, 1853, "Letter expressing frauds 
practiced by the white men and Indians in Choctaw 
Emigration.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, Frame No. 222-225, 
Letters Received by the OIA, Choctaw Agency. 
Letter from Douglas H. Cooper, Agent for Choctaws 
to Geo. w. Manypenny, Commissioner Indian Affairs, 
Sept. 8, 1853. "Cooper asks for instructions as 
to which law is applicable in payments to Choctaw 
claimants, Choctaw law or state law. He states 
"because the Choctaws who are wandering East of 
the Mississippi can hardly be considered residents 
of any particular state being sometimes in 
Mississippi, sometimes in Al!bama and frequently 
in Louisiana.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. 471-472, Letters 
Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. Nov. 25, 
1853, "R. w. Lewis of Mobile writes to F. s. Hunt 
regarding emigration; says he has Indians ready to 
emigrate. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 385-387, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
December 6, 1853, "John E. Fisher writes to Hon. 
B. Fitzpatrick (U.S. Senator from Alabama) 
requesting information on whether the emigration 
of Choctaws will be revived as he has a friend in 
the business. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 605-606, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
January 20, 1854, "William Fisher wrote to Col. P. 
(Philip) Phillips of Alabama requesting 
appointment as agent to emigrate Indians around 
Mobile. • 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 173, fr. no. 276-278, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Agency. April 6, 
1854, "P. P. Pitchlynn & others, Choctaw 
Delegation think it would be proper to charge 
he U.S .. Agent for the Choctaws,_ with the_qeneral 
Superintendence & management of collecting 
wandering Choctaws in the different states and 
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settling them in the Nation West of the 
Mississippi river, with authority to procure the 
aid of such suitable persons as be necessary.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 550, Letters 
Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. JUly 27, 
1854, ·~ to submit sealed proposals for 
furnishing s~istence for the term of 12 months; 
must put up a $10,000 performance bond;Agent 
Cooper retains the right to reject bids and 
terminate contracts not in best interests of u.s. 
Government. • 

NARC RG 75, M21, Roll 50, fr. no. 72, Letters Sent 
by OIA. October 5, 1854, "Letter sent to D. H. 
Cooper from Charles E. Mix, Acting Commissioner, 
enclosing copy of letter of J.W. Zacharie of 
Arkansas who states "that large bands of Choctaws 
re passing through this place (Hot Springs, 
Arkansas) on their return to the States of 
Mississippi & Alabaaa--and further he is led to 
believe that there is some fraud going on against 
the Government.• &C He reminds him that he has 
been told of similar situations before and to 
investigate the situation.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 609-610, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
Sept.-bar 8, 1854, "Letter from Mr. Zacharia in 
Arkansas stating that large numbers of the 
Choctaw Indians are returning via that point to 
the states of Mississippi and Alabaaa & that the 
contractors for their removal went out with them, 
suggests fraud, &c. said contractor's name was 
!'i.sher. • 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 174, fr. no. lll-112, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Agency. Aug. 16, 
1855, "Douglas H. Cooper responds to letter from 
J. w. Zacharia, relative to the return of Fisher 
and a party of Choctaws to Miss.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 174, Letters Received, 
Choctaw Agency: Letters from D. B. Cooper 
reporting on his trip East to enroll Choctaws. 
Letter topics and citation follow: 

fr. no. 329: February lO, 1856 -- Cooper reports 
from Monclava, MS, his arrival in Mississippi to 
take the census of Eastern Choctaws -- desires to 
report the result in person to this office &c 
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fr. no. 331: March 31, 1856 -- Cooper reports 
from Okahatta, MS, that he has been encamped at 
this place for the last week, headquarters of the 
Chunka Clan engaged in making payments to the 
Choctaws of money due them on a;c of awards under 
the 14th Art. Treaty of 1830. •• thinks he will 
be in New Orleans by the lst of May, where an 
official letter will reach him directed to John 
Heald or Heald Massie & Co. 

fr. no. 333: May 3, 1856 -- Cooper reports from 
New Orleans, ackn. letter of Commr. rel. to his 
assignment to Chickasaw Agency -· makes statement 
rel. to location of the agency at Miss, it or some 
other point convenient & for the two tribes, his 
new bound journey west &c. Last paragraph:"After 
remaining here a few days to see a party of 
Choctaws, who ran off from me when here before, 
(under the false idea that I had come to tie them 
& put them on boat & take them to Arkansas") 

fr. no. 339: Kay 25, 1856 •• Cooper reports from 
Hillsboro, Scott Co., MS, on completion of the 
Census of Eastern Choctaws and the payment of 
awards under the 14th art.of the Treaty of 1830, 
due such of them as could be fully identified. He 
was on his way to his residence near Natchez and 
then to Choctaw agency. Signed as Agent for 
Choctaws and Chickasaws. 

NARC, RG 49, General Land Office Records, Claims, 
Choctaw Treaty, 1830, Report Book, Vol. 9, p. 330. 
Report on the aggregate number of Choctaws from 
Chas. E. Mix, Acting Commissioner, Department of 
the Interior, Office of Indian Affairs to Hon. Wm. 
R. Sebastian, Chairman Committee on Indian 
Affairs, u. S. Senate, June 7, 1856. Excerpt from 
page 2: "Agent Cooper was instructed on the 4th 
of April 1855 to ascertain the number still left 
in Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana. When last 
heard from he was engaged in the discharge of that 
duty, but has not so far reported the result. 

•census Roll of Choctaw Families, residing East of 
the Mississippi River and in the States of 
Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama made by Douglas 
H. Cooper, cr.s. Agent for Choctaws, in conformity 
with Order of Commissioner of Indian Affairs dated 
May the 23rd, 1855: (Commonly known as the Cooper 
roll.). Entry N._o. 260,_RG 75, NARC. Dated.July 
26,1856. Signed by Douglas H. Cooper, cr. s. 
Indian Agent. 
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Copy of Original: •census Roll of Choctaw 
Families, Residing East of the Mississippi River 
and in the States of Mississippi, Louisiana and 
Alabama made by Douglas B. Cooper, u.s. Agent for 
Choctaws, in conformity with Order of Co~issioner 
of Indian Affairs dated May the 23rd, 1855" 
(co~only known as the Cooper Roll). Entry No. 
260, RG 75, NARC. Page one and two list the Six 
Town Clan located in Jasper and Newton counties 
Mississippi and Mobile, Alabaaa. Last page of 
report: "Recapitulation, showing No. of Men, 
Women and Children, No. of families and places of 
abode.• The Six Town Clan was comprised of 129 
men, 191 women, 194 children for a total of 514 or 
96 families living in Jasper & Newton Counties, 
Mississippi and Mobile, Alabama. Dated JUly 26, 
1856. Signed by Douglas H.Cooper. 

Census of Eastern Choctaws Prepared by Douglas H. 
Cooper, U.S. Indian Agent, 1856. Most names are 
phonetically spelled in typed abstract; includes 
Elah·tubbe (Chief Tom Gibson). 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 175, Letter Received by 
OIA, Choctaw Agency, Frame No. 409-417. Series of 
letters and a petition "Hon. A. G. Brown, U. s. 
Senate, refers letter to him from E. Rush Buckner 
of Mississippi on the subject of the removal of 
the Choctaws West, that remain in that stat, and 
asks if the Department needs such an agent as Mr. 
Buckner Speaks of.• Reply on Letter from Hon. Jon 
J. McRae to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
March ll, 1859: "I send this paper to be filed in 
the Indian Office. We have conferred fully upon 
the subject and you have informed me that the 
Gov't hils no intention to ~~ake any further removal 
of Choctaw• •... • 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 176, Letters Received by 
OIA, Choctaw Agency, Frame No. 13-17 and 165-166. 
JUne 4, through September 3, 1860. Series of 
letters requesting information on name and 
residence of Choctaw Agent. Reply from Charles E. 
Mix, Acting Commissioner, Office of Indian 
Affairs, Sept. 3, 1860 to Hon. Wm. Barksdale of 
Columbus, Mississippi, responded "that no such 
agent has been appointed by the Department.• 

The Choctaw ancestors of the MOWA Band remained in 
Alabama and were recruited for the Confederacy. 
The majority of the men were killed, leaving the 
women and children in south Alabama. 
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U.S. Census, Mobile County, northern District, 
households: 56, 57, 58, 59, 95, 96, 99, 100, 101, 
103, 104, 106, 107; Washington County (illegible) 

Confederate States of America, Muster Roll of 
Choctaw Regiment, Mississippi Department of 
Archives & History. The roll is missing, only the 
folder cover remains with a note that most 
Choctaws were killed. 

U.S. Census (statistical): Indians identified in 
Mobile County - 9; manuscript census: MOWA 
ancestral households, P.O. Box 504: Beat 2, 123; 
Beat 4, 277, 280, 379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 385, 
386, 387. Washington County, Beat 1, P.O. State 
Line, Mississippi, households: 23, 24, 36, 98, 99, 
107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 117, 
118, 137, 138, 141. 

U.S. Census (statistical): Indians identified in 
Mobile County - 19: Mount Vernon District, 
households not numbered, but MOWA ancestors are 
"checked;"in Precinct 1, households: 144, 145, 
146, 148, 178,; Seals Precinct: 20, 45, 48; in 
Washington County - 2; households: 1, 2, 3, and 8 
others not numbered. 

NARC, RG 123, U.S. Court of Claims, General 
Jurisdiction Case Files, 1855-1939, Case No. 12742 
(GLO, Suitland, MD): The Choctaw Nation of 
Indians v. The United States. All bound in one 
volume, totaling 1240 pages. MOWA Choctaw oral 
history is confirmed by the depositions of MOWA 
ancestral leaders: James Campbell, Alexander 
Brashears, Charles Frazier, Robert Cole, EliTubbee 
alias Tom Gibson, Pierre Juzan, Chishehoma alias 
Capt. Red Post-Oak. 

U.S. Census (manuscript burned) population totals 
only available. Indians identified in Washington 
County - 0; in Mobile County - 402 (plus 384 
Apaches). 

Proposed Legislation for the Full-Blood and 
Identified Choctaws of Mississippi, Louisiana, and 
Alabama with Memorial Evidence, and Brief. 
Source: Indian Archives, Oklahoma Historical 
Society. 

NAR~ RG 75, Central Classified Files, 1907-39, 
93927-1911-0 53 Choctaw. Supplement to McKennon 
Roll. Letter reporting names of Choctaws who were 
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left off approved roll of Mississippi Choctaw 
Indians. 

u.S·. Census, Indians identified in Washington 
County - 0; in Mobile County - 5. Households in 
Mobile County, Precinct 5, Creola: 85, 89, 91; 
Township 2, Chastangs Precinct: 2; Mt. Vernon 
Precinct: 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 
198, 199, 203, 226, 227, 228, 23'4, .235, 236, 237, 
239, 240, 242, 243, 245; Precinct 1: 253, 254. 
Greene County, Mississippi, State Line Precinct: 
household 52 and 64. 

Enrollment in the five Civilized Tribes. Hearings 
before the Subcommittee of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, House of Representatives, on the Subject 
of Enrollment in the Five Civilized Tribes, having 
under consideration the following bills: 3389, 
3390 6537, 7926, 7974, 8007, 10066, 10140, 12586 
"The Mississippi Choctaws.• Source: Library 
Oklahoma Historical Society. Contains List of 
Mississippi Choctaw Indians to whom patents were 
issued for land under the provisions of article 14 
of the Treaty of Sept. 27, 1830 (7 Stat. L, 333-
335); List of Mississippi Choctaw Indians in whose 
behalf scrip was issued under the provisions of 
the act of Congress of August 23, 1842 (5 Stat. 
L., 513) in lieu of land to which they were 
entitled under Article 14 of the Treaty of 
September 27, 1830. List of names and testimony 
of MOWA Ancestors. 

NARC, Entry 267, Box 4. "List of Persons whose 
names appear on Identification Roll of Mississippi 
Choctaws, approved by Act of June 28, 1898 (30 
Stat. L., 495), but who were not enrolled on the 
final rolls of Mississippi Choctaws entitled to 
allotments in the Choctaw nation under the 
provisions of the Act of July 1, 1903 (32 Stat. 
L., 641). Dawes Enrollment, they were identified 
as Mississippi Choctaws, but did not remove. For 
example: MOWA ancestors, James Londine and Julia 
Londine (spelled Laurendine, Rondine in other 
records), Dawes Roll No. 928 and 929, plus other 
family names. Those "identified" were full­
bloods, their three-quarter and one-half blood 
relatives were rejected, but their applications 
show their kinship. 

Eastern Cherokee Applications of the U.S. Cou~t of 
Claims. Microcopy 1104: Roll 333 - Application 
Nos. 43551-43700; Roll 320 - Application Nos. 
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41601-41750; Also Appl Nos. 17390-17395 Abstract 
of names of ancestors of petitioners. Indians 
throughout the United States signed up "for the 
Indian 1110ney• regardless of tribe. Four MOWA 
ancestors wrote to United States government in 
regard to their applications: Emeline Jane 
Brashears Smith of Mt. Vernon, AL, application No. 
9576; Thomas Reed of Fairford, application No. 
41715 had someone write for him, as did Seaborn 
Reed, application No. 41718; and R. P. Reed of 
Mcintosh, application No. 41719 wrote the letter 
himself. (Reuben P. Reed's race was listed as 
"Indian• on his death certificate in 1933). They 
were rejected as they were not Cherokee, but their 
applications show kinship, location, group 
activity as witnesses for each other, and 
identification by outsiders because someone 
outside the Indian community had to notify the 
MOWA ancestors about the enrollment because they 
lived so far back in the swamps. 

u.s. Census of this year identified 172 Indians in 
Washington County and 7 in Mobile County. The 
original identification as Indian was written over 
with the word "mixed," evidently by an official 
census taker of the United States. Also, marginal 
notes identified clusters of families in Fairford 
and Malcolm precincts in Washington County as 
"These people entered as mixed, are composed of 
Indian, of Spanish, some of them with French, some 
with white, and some with negro. The prevailing 
habit. are Indian. called cajan. • 

U.S. Census, Indians identified in Washington 
County - 10; in Mobile County - 12. 

u.s. Census, Indians identified in Washington 
County - 0; in Mobile County - 50. 

Indian office file No. 55742-1934; file no. 150. 
Letter from Mrs. Elvin Byrd requesting information 
on Indian Service Work. Report on findings was 
sUbmitted to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs by 
Dr. W. Carson Ryan, Jr., Director of Indian 
Education. 

"Claims of Choctaw Indians of Mississippi,• Senate 
Report No. 78l,Calendar No. 825, 74th Congress, 
lst Sess., May 13, 1935. "The claimants number 
approximately 1,800 individuals who live n 
small communities chiefly in Mississippi, ALABAMA, 
and Louisiana, following to a large degree their 
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primitive customs, and who had until rec·ent y~ars 
neither Government nor State aid, educational or 
otherwise.• Also, defines the term "Choctaws of 
the Mississippi" to include--• ... only those 
persons who on July 1, 1902, were residents in the 
States of Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana 
having not less than one-eighth Choctaw Indian 
blood, and their descendants, • 

"Choctaw Indians of Mississippi," House of 
Representatives, Report No. 2415, 74th Congress, 
2nd Sess., April 15, 1936. Language similar to 
document 781 above. 

"Claims of Choctaw Indians of Mississippi," House 
of Representatives, Report 2233, 75th Congress 3rd 
Sess., April 26, 1948. Language similar to 
document•·781 and 2415 above. 

U.S. Census - No statistics on Indians 

World War II - Example: Registration Card No. 
34802839, Leon Taylor identified as Indian. 

William Harlen Gilbert, Jr., •surviving Indian 
Groups of the Eastern United States.• ~ 
Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution for 1948 11949>: 407-438. See No. 18, 
Alabama. 

Docket 21, Indian Claims Commission, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. 

Letter from R. A. Boykin to Mr. David Scott, 
Program Associate Education for American Indians 
Unit regarding Indian school in Washington County, 
Alabama; letter from David Scott to Mr. R. A. 
Boykin regarding this issue. 

"Agency to get Jobs for Indians Opened,"~ 
Register, June 11, 1975. Office established in 
Mobile to serve as headquarters for a federally 
funded program designed to provide training and 
employment opportunities for American Indians who 
live in Alabama. 

Report of American Indian Policy Review 
Commission. Chapter 11, Nonrecognized Tribes,• p. 
468, Choctaws in Mobile and Washington Counties, 
4,000. Source: Gamage Rivers. 
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U.S. Department of Education, Title IV, Indian 
Education. Funds provided and program implemented 
on continuous basis since that time. Mrs. Laretta 
Weaver is coordinator of Indian education Program. 
Funds for a temporary assistant was awarded under 
Title v. 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
awarded·funds for Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 

"Indian Education Program said a Model for 
Country,• Call-News Dispatch, October 22, 1981. 

u.s. Department of Health and Human Services 
awarded funds for a Community Services Block Grant 
(CSBG); Administration forNative Americans 
research grant. 

MOWA Band of Choctaws submitted Report to Bureau 
of Indian Affairs to satisfy 25 CFR. 83.7, federal 
recognition requirements. 

Letter to Framon Weaver, Chairman MOWA Band of 
Choctaws from Hazel E. Elbert, Deputy to the 
Assistant Secretary Indian Affairs (Tribal 
Services), signed by Garry Stein, dated February 
15, 1990. 

u.s. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
awarded funds for housing under Title III. 

United States Senate Hearing on S.381, Legislation 
for Federal Recognition of MOWA Band of Choctaw 
Indians of Alabama,• March 28, 1990. This bill 
was introduced by Senator Richard Shelby; 
Congressman Sonny Callahan introduced this same 
legislation in the House of Representatives as 
H.R.l562, The MOWA Band of Choctaw Indians 
Recognition Act. 

United States Senate Hearing on S.362 "Legislation 
for Federal Recognition of MOWA Choctaws of 
Alabama,• June 26, 1991. This bill was voted out 
of committee. 
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ClliftlltiA 2·41 LORGSTAIIIDillG ULATIOlfSBIP WID STATE 
GOVElUIMElfTS AlfD LOCAL GOVElUIMElfTS BASED OB llECOGlfiTION 

OF IlfDIAlf IDElfTITY A1fD IDElfTIFICATION AS AN 
IlfDIAlf IDElfTITY BY llECOltDS Ilf COURT HOUSES, 

CBtmCBES OJit SCHOOLS 

Combining the second through fourth criteria of 25 CFR 

Chapter 1, Section 83.7, the MOWA Choctaws have also had a 

longstanding relationship with the State of Alabama, the local 

governments of Mobile and washington Counties, and these contacts 

and relationships are reflected in the records of the courts, 

churches and schools of the state and these counties: 

1698-1702 

1729-1740 

1732 

1764 

1773 

Richebourg G. McWilliams, translator and editor. 
Ib!ryille's Gulf Journals. University, AL; The 
University of Alabama Press, 1981. Describes 
villages, locations and culture of Indians in the 
Alabama-Tombigbee River basin. 

Dunbar Rowland, ed., Mississippi Provincial 
Archives: French Dominion. Vol. I. Jackson, MS: 
Press of the Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History, 1927. Describes villages, gives name 
of chiefs and number of warriors occupying each. 
Yowani--60 warriors. A post was established in 
1729 by Bienville's brother, p. 44 and 143. 

H. S. Halbert, "Danville's Map of East 
Mississippi," Mississippi Historical Society 
Pyblications. Vol. 3, p. 367-371. The Rivers 
Basin, about 1732 depicts rivers and Indian 
villages; discusses Six Towns and Yowanis. 

H. S. Halbert, "Choctaw Trials" folder no. 33 
Alabama Department of Archives and History. 
Rowen's map of 1764 in Peter J. Hamilton's 
colonial Mobile "The Haiowanne (Yowani) trading 
path to Mobile was located about a mile West of 
Citronelle, where it united with the Big Trading 
Path near the 31st parallel about the center of 
Township 6, Range 4 West, Washington County, 
Alabama. 

H. S. Halbert, "Bernard Romans' Map of 1772," 
MHSP, Vol. 6; 1902, p. 415 - 439. Describes 
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Romans' list of Choctaw towns and settlernen·t.s, 
relative to contemporary boundaries. Clan 
relations, stories, meaning of words and occupants 
of some villages are given, including ancestors of 
petitioner.l780 Washington County Deed Book "A", 
p. 66-67/0ld Deed Bk. p. 70 " ... Piamingo Hornetah 
deeded land on Tombigbee River .. . 

Deed of Pia mingo Hometah or the Young Whooping 
King, Principal Choctaw Chief of Hobuck an Toopah 
and Poosha ma Stubbe, or the Chief of the Oka 
Coppasa Towns on Tombigby to John McGrew, 7 March 
1799. Washington County Probate Records, 
Deed Book A, p. 66-67. Oral history says that Pia 
Mingo Hometah gave his land away and moved with 
his family t~ High Hill. This deed confirms oral 
history. 

Byrd Church. Meeting grounds at Indian Graves 
Branch dates back to earliest European contact. 
Organized by the Bob Cole family with the 
Brashears. Building moved up hill from branch and 
renamed Byrd Church until the Methodists came in 
the 1930s and renamed it Aldersgate. See 1930s 
Methodist Mission Records. 

Sale of Slaves, Samuel Mitchell of the Chickasaw 
Nation to John Pitchlynn of the Choctaw Nation, 19 
April 1804. Washington County Probate Records, 
Deed Book A, p. 262-263. 

Will of Cornelius McCurten, 24 April 1807. Will 
~' Mobile County Probate Records. Cornelius 
McCurten was the son of Cornelius McCurten and 
Onore Hecha; first wife was Margaret Leflou. 

Washington County News, November 1, 1962. "first 
settlers of Millry were members of Chief Torn 
Gibson's ("Elitubbee") Indian band, who started a 
village in 1811. The redskins remained some 
years, finally being driven away after a dispute 
with white settlers over a darn on the mill 
stream.• Eli-tubbee was chief of a Six Towns 
village and ancestor of petitioners. 

Deed Records in Mobile County Probate Office and 
Circuit Court Records pertaining to ancestors of 
petitioners. Although not identified as "Indian•, 
neither are deeds of whites or blacks identified 
by race. 
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1813 Will of Louise LeFleu, Will Book I, Mobile County 
Probate Court, dated 28 November 1813. Louise 
LeFleu was the sister of Louis Lefleu (father of 
Greenwood LeFlore). She was married to Hugues 
~rebs; their son Placide Krebs married Choctaw 
woman and self-emigrated West in l850.(NARC, RG 
75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 9-15) 

1815-present Cemetery lists of MObile and Washington Counties, 
together with MOWA Choctaw ancestry charts, 
establish the continuous and proximate existence 
of the MOWA Choctaws in the same area that they 
occupy today. 

1818-1830 H. S. Halbert Papers. Folder No. 178. Alabama 
Dept. of Archives and History. Choctaw Schools 
sponsored by the in. S. Government. Lists schools 
and number of scholars. George Reed attended 
Juzan's school located near Mississippi-Alabama 
state line, under Rev. Alfred Wright. 

1824 

1825 

See also: H. B. Cushman. History of the Choctaw, 
Chickasaw and Natchez Indians. Greenville, Texas: 
Headlight Printing House, 1899, p. 70 - 91. 
American Baptist Magazipe, Vol. 8, 275. Boston: 
Lincoln & Edmonds, 1828. 

Papers of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, Boughton Library of Harvard 
University. Microfilm, Unit 6, Reel 757, frame 
284. "Mr. Wright has spent more than two fifths of 
his sabbaths from home; nine at Mayhew and Emmaus, 
and nine in the settlements in Washington Co., 
Ala., in Wayne and Bainbridge Co., Missi. In the 
settlements, he found the congregations 
respectable for numbers and attention to the 
Word. • 

Governors papers - Israel Pickens, SG 4162, Folder 
8, Alabama Archives & History. 
February 12, State V. Manual a Choctaw, Indictment 
for Murder, application for a pardon, and 
accompanying letter. 
February 17, Letter from Judge Abner Lipscomb to 
Governor Is~ael Pickens--"At the late special term 
of the Court for Mobile county, Manual a Choctaw 
Indian was convicted of the murder of a slave 
belonging to wm. Dubroca. The jury recommended 
him to mercy. It is not clear from the testimony, 
that he ought to have been found guilty; the 
deceased was considered as a convalescent out of 
danger from the wound, when he ventured to walk 
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before he had sufficiently recovered from the 
dibility consequent on the wound, he received a 
fall which produced a tetynus(?) that roved 
fatal. Such as the state of his case, as 
testified by an eminent surgeon. P.S. He was 
sentenced to be executed on the lst Monday in 
March. • 

Land records of Mobile and Washington County. 
Original entry of petitioners ancestors, with 
sample sections traced to current owner. Also, 
witness testimony from 55 Homestead Applications, 
attesting to applicant's identity and land 
occupancy. 

Choctaw Muster Rolls · Military Records Indian 
Affairs 1830-1840 Alabama Department of Archives 
and History. Chief Robert M. Jones, Band Choctaw 
warriors including Pierre Juzan, William Colbert, 
James Gibson, John Juzert.(Juzan) 

Minute Book A, Washington County, Alabama, Orphans 
Court Record. Petition for dower Rights by Pheba 
Juzan, widow of Charles Juzan. Deed Book I, 
Washington County, Alabama, p. 166. Pierre Juzan 
deed subject to relinquishment of dower Rights by 
his wife, Eliza 

10 Ala. 630. Brashear v. Williams, 11 Ala. 626 
Wall v. Williams. "The act of 1832 extending the 
jurisdiction of this State over the Indian 
territory does not• ... take from a reservee, his 
citizenship as a Choctaw--the treat securing the 
right of resuming his status in the tribe at 
pleasure and the right to live under his own laws 
and customs.• (Sovereignty) This case has been 
quoted involving issues on Indian marriage and 
inheritance, acting as precedent in 32 cases 
through 1979. 

Reed's Chapel Church. First Church built in 1850; 
first record of Baptist work among South Alabama 
Indians began in 1880; Records of Southern 
Baptists, Samford University Special Collections 
begin in 1918 and refer to petitioners as •south 
Alabama Indians.• Oral histories about each church 
support annual reports of Baptists. 

Records in Washington County Probate Office 
relating to ancestors of petitioners. Abstracted. 
Although, deed records do not identify all MOWAs 
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as "Indian• neither do deed records specify race 
of whites or blacks. 

Mobile County School Records. Before Civil War, 
ancestors of petitioners were trustees in local 
schools; after Civil War their schools were 
classified as nonwhite. Records are abstracted 
from Mobile County School Board Minutes, Mobile, 
Al. 

S. G. Spann, Commander of Choctaw Forces, Mobile, 
Alabama, authorized by the Secretary of War to 
enlist all the Indians east of the Mississippi 
River into the service of the Confederate States 
as Scouts. The camp was located at the foot of 
Stone Street in Mobile. Sources from> -Halbert, 
Folder No. 178, Alabama Department of Archives & 
History; Confederate Veteran, Vol. 8, 1905, 
Nashville, TN; Muster Roll of Choctaw Regiment, 
Mississippi Department of Archives & History. 

Captain Toomer's Company, Muster Roll, Chunchula, 
Alabama. An ethnic regiment of Choctaws and mixed­
blood Indians. Captain Toomer's Company Local 
Defense and Special Service Alabama (Chunchula 
Guards) subsequently became Co. G, 4 Alabama 
Reserves, Confederate. 

H. s. Halbert, Folder No. 11, Choctaw Baptist 
Mission. Al. A & H. With the removal west, the 
Indian missions practically ceased. But, a Baptist 
Mission among the Choctaws of Mississippi and 
Alabama began in 1882. Report of Rev. N. L. 
Clarke p. 41, "The Association in the session at 
Fellowship in 1891, appointed Brother Isham 
Johnston at labor at State Line ... these 
brethren, all Choctaws, accepted these 
appointments.•; Antiock Association in 1895 
appointed Charly Thomas to preach to the indians 
living on the Gulf Coast.•; In 1904 the General 
Association resumed its work among the scattering 
bands that still cling to the land of their 
forefathers.• 

Alabama Board of Education, County Reports, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, RC 1-
6-25. Mobile and Washington Counties Consolidated 
Monthly Report. These records reveal location of 
school by township and range, or by name of family 
furnishing building. Few schools listed for 
entire area, mostly statistics regarding 
financing. 
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Washington County School Records. 'Minutes of 
washington County Board of Education, abstracted. 
These records reflect accommodations made by the 
school board for a ~ school system in the 
county for •cajan• (Indian) children. 

Birth and Death Certificates of MOWA, district 
No. 14 - Registered No. 650014, Washington County, 
AL. Records of Washington County, Vital 
Statistics, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History. (abstracted) Racial designation varies: 
mixed, Cajan, Indian. Of the 110 births, only 3 
were delivered by physicians; most were ' delivered 
by MOWA midwives: Clara Echols, Creasey Reed, 
Jane Reed, Mary Davis. Of the 41 deaths, 18 were 
buried In Reed's Chapel, 14 in Mcintosh. 

Reed v. State, Alabama Appellate Reports, Vol . 
18:353, 371. Reed testified that his ancestors 
were of Indian descent; witnesses--MOWA leaders-­
also testified that an earlier case --30 years 
earlier--had proven Indian ancestry of defendant. 
(1880s recorda of Washington County were destroyed 
by fire.) 

Letter to Mrs. Kate C. Hagan, Mobile, Alabama, 
April 19, 1923 from Governor William w. Brandon 
re: Doasy Rivers case. Governors Papers (1923-
1927: Brandon), RC2 :Gl56, Administrative files, 
Miscellaneous Correspondence, Alabama Department 
of Archives and History. Her letter was evidently 
sent to Hilary Herbert Holmes as it is not in the 
file. Members of the Rivers family say that Mrs. 
Hagan was. •a social worker who wrote to Governor 
Brandon at the request of ancestral leaders of the 
MOWA community: Tom Byrd, Early Reed, Luke 
Rivers, George Lofton, Henry Eaton, Richard 
Rivers, George Weaver, and Henry Davis. They said 
if he was killed that they were going to kill a 
hundred white people.• (Peter Rivers interview 
with Clasby Rivers, Mt. Vernon, Alabama, September 
20, 1991.) 

Brandon Report. Hilary Herbert Holmes, ".The so­
called Cajan Settlements in Southern part of 
Washington County, Alabama: (Indians)" A survey 
made for Governor William W. Brandon, Governor of 
the State of Alabama. Report was triggered by 
events leading to the murder of local deputy 
sheriff; refers to "descendants of Choctaws . • 
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Reed v. State, Alabama Appellate Reports, Vol. 
20:496. Case brought against defendant is same as 
1922 case above. 

Weaver v. State, Alabama Appellate Reports, Vol. 
22:469. Case brought against defendant is same as 
1922 and 1925. 

Lazenby, Marion Elias. History of Methodism in 
Alabama and West Florida, 1960, p. 736 and p. 
1105·6. "The work among the Cajans was first 
reported to the Annual Conference in 1928 by S. M. 
Baker, Extension Secretary of the Sunday School 
Board, who had begun the work there, after having 
the conditions of the Cajans called to his 
attention by the wqmen of the Mobile District. 

Report of the Survey of Washington County Schools, 
School Year 1928-1929, Research and Survey Series 
Number 8, State of Alabama, Department of 
Education, Issued by Authority of the State Board 
of Education. Located in Library, University of 
Montevallo, Vertical file, Washington County, AL. 
Pages 6 and 7 define the problem of establishing a 
third school system in an already Constitutionally 
mandated dual school system. "It does not appear 
by what authority a superintendent of Education 
can pass judgment in cases where race is in 
question.• Report concludes that the courts must 
decide. 

Letter to Mrs. Marie Bankhead Owens from M. 
Sollie, April 15, 1930, Folder No. 324, "Cajuns", 
Container SG 6946, PIF-Gen., Alabama Dept. 
Archives and History. Sollie is requesting 
information on history of Cajuns to prepare a 
memorial for presentation to the Legislature on 
the "educational cause and rights of the Cajuns, 
occupying Mobile, Choctaw and one other Alabama 
County.• In 1919 he was instrumental in securing 
$100,000 for their relief; modification of that 
revolving fund was made in the Acts of 1927, 
Section 11, $500,000 and Section 64, $100,000, 
Alabama School Code. Women of the Methodist 
Church advocate this legislation. 

Note1 This documentation of Methodist missionary 
interest predates by nine years that sent in 
original petition. Further search of archival 
records at the State Archives and at the Methodist 
Depository at Huntingdon College uncovered no 
records dating back to 1919. The firm of Sollie & 
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Sollie no longer exists. Alabama House and Senate 
Journals were searched for Methodist Memorial to 
legislature, with no success. In early Annual 
Reports to Woman's Missionary Council, Deaconness 
Obra Rogers refers to "Indian Cajans• in Mount 
Vernon, Alabama. Annual Reports to Women's 
Missionary Society (submitted with original 
petition in 1987), written also by Miss Rogers 
(but after Miss Laura Frances Murphy arrived) did 
not include "Indian" when referring to Cajans. 
Reports in both publications refer to problems of 
making changes due to "tribal devotion and tribal 
barriers.• Obviously, the missionaries intent was 
to abolish •tribal" and "Indian• characteristics 
which they saw as hindering their efforts to. make 
"progress.• 

Annual Reports of the Woman's Missionary Council 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 21st Af, 
p. 386; 22nd ~' 348; 25th Af, p. 240. 

Letter from Dr. Robert c. Hacy to Mrs. Marie B. 
Owen, Director of Archives & History, June 6, 
1930. Dr. Macy writes from Atmore in answer .to 
Mrs. Owen's request for information on Cajans in 
Escambia County. He states that he is working 
with Indians. From his letter and that of Mr. 
Sollie, apparently all Indians in Alabama were 
identified by the public as "Cajans.• 

Taylor v. washinqtop CountY Board of Education, et 
~' Circuit Court, washington County, Alabama, 
T. J. Bedsole, Judge of the Circuit Court, First 
Judicial Circuit. (Published in The Washington 
County News, Chatom, AL, April 3, 1930) Students 
denied admission because of race. "The evidence 
in this case shows that the County Board adopted a 
resolution that the children known as the "Cajan• 
children should not be admitted to the white 
schools.• 

The State of Alabama. Ex Rel Alice Everett v. The 
Board of School Commissioners of Mobile Count et 
~' Docket No. 7,750, Circuit Court of Mobile 
County, Alabama. Petitioned court for her 
children to be able to attend "white• school who 
were denied admission because they were descended 
from Rose Gaines Reed. 

Same case as above, Docket No. 1640, Circuit Court 
of Mobile County, Al. 
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Same case as above, Alabama Supreme Court Records, 
No. 8846, October Term, 1942-43. Relator has no 
money to pay court costs and her children are 
being denied an education. 

State v. Board of School Com'rs of Mobile County , 
244 Ala. 467. Continuation of above case. 

State v. Board of School Com'rs of Mobile County, 
246 Ala. 133. Continuation of above case. 

Birmingham News, November 6, 1967. "A thorny 
ruling by the Alabama Supreme Court in the early 
1950s, dashed hopes for a better break for Cajun 
children. A Cajun boy whose grandfather was a 
~onfederate veteran enrolled in a Mobile County 
white school. Nine days later, he was ousted by 
school authorities on grounds that he was a Cajun. 
The high court upheld the low court's ruling that 
the burden of proof was not on school authorities 
to prove that a Cajun was non-white, but on the 
pupil to prove that he was white." 

v. L. Wyatt, Director. "Evangelistic Crusade 
Among South Alabama Indians,• The Alabama Baptist, 
July 17, 1952. Describes churches of South 
Alabama Indians. 

Bennett Weaver, "Mcintosh Rural News," Washington 
County News, November 16, 1961. Report on P.T.A. 
meeting at Reed's Chapel School with names of 
leaders and those contributing to fund are listed. 
Many of these MO~ Choctaws continue to serve the 
school and community in leadership roles. 

Bennett Weaver, "Mcintosh Rural News," Washington 
County Hews, March 22, 1962. Announcement of 
simultaneous revivals to be conducted in the South 
Alabama Indian M~ssion field by the Washington 
County Association of Baptist Churches. 

"Simultaneous Revivals Set for South Alabama 
Indians,• Washington County News, April 26, 1962. 
Churches and pastors are listed: Bethel, Cedar 
Creek, Liberty Memorial, Mt. Moriah, Mt. Pleasant, 
oak Hill, Reeds Chapel, and Rivers churches. 

Reed v. Pearson, as Superintendent of Education of 
Washington County, AL, et al. United States Court 
of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Appeal from the 
district Court of the United States, Southern 
District of Alabama - Southern Division. Reed's 
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Chapel School, an Indian school, denied admission 
to a student whose grandmothers were not of the 
mixed blood group of the community of Reeds 
Chapel. 

Interview with Theodore B. Pearson, former 
Superintendent of Education, Washington County, AL 
from 1932·1965, June 17, 1985. 

"Mix Appeal Dismissed," Mobile Press, August 5, 
1962, "The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
upheld an Alabama federal court's dismissal of a 
suit in which a Washington County, Alabama, Negro 
sought readmission to Reeds Chapel School . 
. The Reeds Chapel School is operated in a 
community of mixed blood. The plaintiff, 
contended he had been excluded because his 
'maternal and paternal grandmothers were not of 
the mixed blood group of the community of Reeds 
Chapel.' He was excluded from the school in 
January 1961, after his admission caused a 
disturbance at the school and brought about its 
closing for 10 days.• The case again shows the 
cohesiveness of the community. 

A.prll 24, Letter from R. A. Boykin to Mr. David 
Scott, Program Associate Education for American 
Indians Unit, Office of Education, Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare, Washington, D.c., 
regarding Indian school in Washington County, 
Alabama; JUne 12, letter from David Scott to Mr. 
R. A. Boykin regarding this issue; June 17, letter 
from Carl Albert, House of Representatives, 
Congress of the United States, Office of the 
Majority Leader, to R. A. Boykin stating that he 
"has received letter from Office for Education for 
American Indians and that he is referring it to 
the Office of Civil Rights of the Office of 
Education to take action responsive to your 
request. cc: Bennett Weaver and Gallasnead Weaver, 
Mcintosh, AL. 

Letters from Joe L. Reed, Associate Executive 
Secretary, Alabama Education Association, Inc. to 
Mr. Gallasneed Weaver, September 22, responding to 
his request to be added to the present litigation 
that is pending against the Washington County 
Board of Education re: desegregation; copy of 
letter to Mr. Solomon Seay, Attorney, Montgomery, 
September 23, advising that Mr. Gallasneed Weaver 
is a principal at one of the schools in Washington 
County that may be closed. "You may take special 
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note that Mr. Weaver is of French-Indian descent, 
and they have special schools in Washington County 
for those citizens who are descended from the 
French and the Indians . • 

Letter from Gallasneed Weaver, Principal, Reeds 
Chapel School to Dr. Wayne Teague, State 
Superintendent of Education requesting that Reeds 
Chapel remain open because it is •one of the last 
of what was once five Cajun-Indian schools in 
Washington County ... The Reeds chapel school is a 
place for perpetuating our culture.• 

-Letter from John s. Wood, Superintendent, Board of 
Education, Washington County, Al, September 30, to 
Dr. Wayne Teague, State Superintendent of 
Education enclosing letter from Gallasneed Weaver 
above. Superintendent Wood requested that Reeds 
Chapel be made a permanent school cite . He stated 
"The problem at Reeds Chapel is not new to my 
administration. What to do with this school which 
was at this time a twelve-grade school, was of 
major concern in the 1969 court-ordered 
desegregation of the eastern half of Washington 
County. When we met in Montgomery with lawyers 
from B.E.W. and the Justice Department to discuss 
these plans, one of the lawyers had fortunately 
for us had previous experience in dealing with a 
situation relating to a group of American Indians 
in North Carolina. Be was, therefore, much more 
understanding concerning our proposal to leave the 
Reeds Chapel School as a school for 'South Alabama 
Zndiana' the term used for these people in the 
final desegregation plans of that year. Later the 
school was made an over-flow school for grades one 
through six; however the student body is at the 
present as it has been in the past aLmost entirely 
Cajun-Indians.• 

Letter from Wayne Teague, State Superintendent of 
Education to Mr. John s. Wood, Superintendent, 
Washington County Board of Education, October 14, 
with cc: Mr. Brian Landsberg, U.S. Department of 
Justice, Civil Rights Division, washington, D.C. 
Dr. Teague responded positively to Mr. wood's 
request that Reeds Chapel be approved as a 
permanent elementary school center by stating that 
"the laws ·of Alabama give local superintendents 
and boards of education full and complete control 
over the operation of the school system.• 
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Alabama House and Senate recognized sovereign 
rights of Choctaws of Mobile and Washington 
County, Alabama and create Mobile-Washington 
Counties Indian Commissions. 

Alabama Attorney General, Charles Graddick gives 
opinion confirming that Choctaws of Mobile and 
washington County still have their rights as a 
sovereign tribe. 

November. Minutes of Mobile County Board of 
Education. "Delegation No. 3: Mr. John Byrd, 
president of Calcedeaver Action Committee, 
expressed concern with the moving and closing of 
Calcedeaver School. Pointing out that members of 
the community have not been involved in the 
planning and the decision making which affect the 
school and the children and that Calcedeaver 
School is the community's main resource for 
maintainiDg community identity and togetherness, 
Mr. Byrd said the students in the community are 
receiving an education as good as could be 
received in another school. His request is not 
for a new school, or a new wing, all he is asking 
is that the School Board maintain Calcedeaver 
School in the community, he added." The Board 
agreed not to close Calcedeaver School. Members 
of the delegation who accompanied Mr. Byrd were: 
Polly Rivers, Gallasneed Weaver, Lem Byrd, Buffalo 
Taylor, Delia Lofton, and Erby Reed. 

Letter from Eddie L. Tullis, Chairman, Poarch Band 
of Creek Indians to Framon Weaver, Chairman, MOWA 
Band of Choctaw Indians, requesting support for 
their efforts for Federal Recognition in the 
"spirit of Indian brotherhood." This letter shows 
that MOWAs are recognized as Native Americans by 
other Native Americans. 

Letter from Framon Weaver, Chairman, MOWA Band of 
Choctaw Indians written in support of Poarch Band 
of Creeks, dated 4 August, 1981. 

Letter from Edward B. Freeman, Department of 
Special Missions, Southern Baptist Convention to 
Rev. and Mrs. Elbert R. Isbell missionaries 
assuring them that "the ministry which you direct 
to be a mission ministry among American Indians of 
Choctaw heritage since the work was begun with a 
survey of the field in 1921. These ministries 
have been conducted by Southern Baptists under the 
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overall program of missions to American Indians 
throughout this entire sixty year period. 

Report to the MOWA Band of Choctaw Indians 
Concerning their Federal Petition to the United 
States for Federal Recognition submitted by Dr. 
Kennith York, Mississippi Choctaw, March 30, 1985. 

Letter to Bureau of Indian Affairs from Dr. 
Kennith H. York, Mississippi Choctaw, written in 
support of the MOWA Band of Choctaws, September 4, 
1991. 

CRITERIA S-6: IDENTIFICATION AS AN INDIAN ENTITY BY 
ANTHROPOLOGISTS, HISTORIANS OR SCHOLARS 

AND HPEATED IDENTIFICATIOlf AS AN INDIAN 
ENTITY IN NEWSPAPERS AND BOOJI:S 

Combining criteria 5 and 6 of CFR Chapter 1, Section 83.7, 

MOWA Choctaws have been repeatedly recognized as an Indian tribe 

by historians and scholars, and in writings of their non-Indian 

contemporaries from first European contact until the present. 

Colonial Period through Removal 

Early writers provide accounts of small tribes located along 

the Tombigbee River; 1 contemporary studies provide additional 

information and analysis.• During the formative period in 

Alabama, while it was part of the Mississippi Territory from 

1798, then Alabama Territory (1817-1819), and early statehood, 

writers described the Choctaws in relation to treaties, trade 

relations, locations, military alliance, and efforts to 

"civilize• by the United States Government.' Detailed accounts 
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of the Six Towns Choctaws' actions and opposition to the Treaty 

of Dancing Rabbit Creek are found in journal articles.• 

After Removal to Civil war 

Following the removal treaties, journalists and travelers 

wrote accounts of their impressions of the Choctaws they 

encountered in south Alabama, especially around Mobile. One 

commented, "the number of Indians who spend much of their time in 

Mobile, but who live in the neighboring pine woods, is estimated 

at 1,000 . "5 Later writers, · referred to this time period 

descriptively, and at times rather romantically. For example, 

Higginbotham stated that "Choctaws lived around Mount Vernon 

until about 1830;" also • ... just before and after the Civil War 

there was a small Indian settlement on Springhill Avenue just 

east of the present Springhill College.•• This is the location 

of the home of William Fisher, where the Six Towns congregated, 

to seek help and when visited by government agents. Delaney 

describes the "picturesque" Indian camp at Choctaw Point in the 

days before the Civil War, "Choctaws had camped there since the 

time of Bienville, and when the nation moved west those who 

occupied the old camp site . chose to remain even though they knew 

that they must soon die out. The squaws raised vegetables which 

they sold on the streets .of Mobile but the brave~ . remained proud 

and haughty and would not do any manual labor. They hunted along 
- · tne shores of the bay, and the game they .killed was alsQ sold by 

the squaws in the markets. The girls of the tribe gathered 
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lightwood knots and sold them in bundles. They called these 

bundles "chumpa• for "chumps,• and they were very successful in 

selling, since everybody used lightwood for kindling. They 

walked very quietly and never spoke unless they were selling, so 

people often did not know the girls were near u~til they heard 

the soft question, "Chumpa?" whispered in their ears. Stories 

are told of Chumpa Girls who would even go upstairs and wake up 

people who were in bed, to try to sell them chumpa . Visitors 

were always interested in them, and many artists passing through 

Mobile painted them, saying they were the most beautiful Indian 

girls to be found in the South at that time. All the Choctaws 

dressed in their best finery when they came into town, and they 

gave Mobile a romantic frontier appearance even at the height of 

the cotton boom when it had become an elegant and sophisticated 

city. They remained at their old camp until fortifications were 

run through it and forts built there to protect the city from 

attack during the Civil war . ' Although it has been almost a 

hundred years since they were forced to leave, Choctaw Point 

still bears their name . • This account confirms oral history as 

told by Josephine Rivera, who remembers her grandmother telling 

her about being called a "chumpa• girl." Also, newspapers 

reported the departure of groups of Choctaws on their removal to 

their new homes in the west, commenting on their friends who 

remained on sh~re " waving goodby.t 
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After Civil war to 1900 

During these years, a few articles appeared in newspapers 

reporting that Choctaws were frequently seen on the streets of 

Mobile and small numbers continued to make their homes in south 

Alabama counties. One writer stated that he had •seen members of 

the Choctaw tribes in upper Mobile county.•~ Most writers of 

this era, wrote rather romanticized accounts of the "children of 

the forest.• However this changed dramatically in the 20th 

century, after they were "discovered" by the missionaries, after 

the Dossie Rivers murder case was publicized and investigated by 

Governor William w. Brandon. 11 

Missionaries to Civil Rights: 1930s -1970s 

In 1929, Scaritt College for Christian Workers assigned two 

of its students, Laura Frances Murphy and Obra Rogers to work "in 

a Cajun community forty miles north of Mobile, Alabama.• Miss 

Rogers described the Cajuns as •a people of French with an 

admixture of Spanish and Indian Blood."12 From this first 

summer's work and for the next 10 years, Miss Murphy wrote 

several articles for missionary magazines, state historical 

journals and completed her master's thesis based on her 

impressions from having lived in the community as a missionary 

teacher. Her writing reflects her Christian-religious training 

bias as she strives to change the tribal, clannish nature of the 

Indian Cajans, "The temperament of the Indian Cajan is too little 
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understood at present to be dealt with by an outsider. By living 

in Cajan homes one finds the native to be a combination of Indian 

and Latin characteristics. • .to be accepted as a friend of the 

Cajan one must first prove himself friendly, for this mixed race 

has been deceived too mueh by exploiting whites to permit 

anything but doubt at the outset of an acquaintance.•11 They 

had reason to be suspicious of outsiders; for the next 30 years 

their privacy was invaded, their culture exploited and distorted, 

as one •student• after another obtained a higher education degree 

at their expense. In 1941, Clatis Greene wrote about the triple 

school system, using information gathered from influential local 

white townspeople who wanted to keep their school systems (and 

their society) •pure white• for economic reasons. It was to 

their advantage to keep the Cajun-Indians impoverished, 

uneducated and working as a labor force in the turpentine forests 

owned by these white landownwers/lawyers/bankers. The state 

laws--as interpreted by these same landowners/lawyers/bankers, 

worked to the detriment of the Cajun-Indians--were used to try to 

prove that one of their ancestors was a former slave. · And, as a 

slave could only have been a Negro, notwithstanding the !act that 

Indians were also enslaved and identified in records as slaves. 

Grant Foreman1• specifically pointed this out as have other 

writers. 15 Gary B. Mills, Ph.D., e.G. sheds light on this 

problem of nomenclature, "Indians and part-Indians who left the 

tribal environment to live in Euro-American society . . . who 

appeared brown to Anglo-American census takers • . . are being 
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erroneously identified by researchers as African-American." 16 

We believe our research has sufficiently established that Rose 

Gaines Reed was the daughter of Young Gaines and Kalioka, a 

'choctaw. 

Greene was followed by seven other •students• relative to 

the Cajan-Indians in southwest Alabama, each presenting a brief 

discussion of origins, which included Indian heritage. These 

accounts are all very similar, with each author echoing the 

previous ones. 17 Altogether, very little historical research 

was ever done no research was done to prove or disprove Indian 

herita.ge. 11 

These so-called scholarly writings were picked up by 

newspaper journalists and published periodically through 1970, 

causing division among the members of the Indian community as 

they struggled to get their children educated. They were 

defenseless and powerless against local outsiders as long as they 

identified with the Cajun-Indian community. However, several who 

were able with the help of the missionaries to attend Indian 

highschools and colleges in Oklahoma returned to their homes and 

brought the community together again. Although, several scholars 

predicted that the Cajun-Indians would disappear altogether as a 

separate, distinct community with the Civil Rights legislation, 

this legislation had the opposite effect. With the law on their 

side, MOWA Choctaw Indians took charge of their lives: they kept 
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their schools open--Reeds Chapel and Calcedeaver·-as Indian 

schools during desegregation proceedings in the 1960s and early 

1970s; 1' they organized a formal tribal council; adopted the 

name •Mobile-washington County Band of Choctaw Indians•; were 

recognized by the state of Alabama in 1979 as an Indian tribe; 

since 1981, the tribe has conducted research to meet Bureau of 

Indian Affair requirements for federal recognition; and, they 

submitted their petition to the BIA in 1987. 

Documentation establishing the MOWA Choctaws satisfaction of 

criteria 5 and 6 of the seven criteria for tribal recognition as 

published at 25 CFR, chapter 1, section 83.7, which criteria 

relate to identification of the Tribe by anthropologists, 

historians and scholars, as well as recognition of the Tribe by 

newspapers and other contemporary writings, is as follows: 

1700 

1700 

1700s 

H. B. Cushman, History of the Choctaw, Chickasaw, 
and Hatcbez Indians. Greenville, TX: Headlight 
Printing House, 1899. 

John R. Swanton, "The Indians of the Southeastern 
United States,• Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of 
American Ethnology, Bulletin 137. Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1946. Small Indian 
tribes described living on Tombigbee and Mobile 
Rivers encountered by first European explorers. 

George E. Lankford, "A Documentary Study of Native 
American Life in the Lower Tombigbee Valley,• Vol. 
II. Ethpohistory Cultu;al Resources 
Becopnaissapqe Study of the Black Warrior· 
TOmbiqbee svstem Corridor, Alabama. Prepared for 
the u.s. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District, 
Department of Geology and Geography. Mobile, AL: 
university of South Alabama, 1983. 
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1700s 

1700s 

1702 

1732 

1755 

1775 

1795 

~1 

H. S. Halbert, "District Divisions of the Choctaw 
Nation.• fublications of the Alabama Historical 
Society, Miscellaneous Collections, Vol. I; report 
of the Alabama Historical Commission to the 
Governor of Alabama, Dec. 1, 1900. Montgomery, 
AL: Brown Printing Company, 379-381, 1901. 

Also, "The Small Indian Tribes of Mississippi." 
Publigations of the MississiPpi Historical 
Society, Vol. 5, 302·308, 1902. 

Peter J. Hamilton,"The Yowanne, or Hiowanni, 
Indians.• Publications of the Mississippi 
Historical Society, Vol. 6, 403-410, 1902. 

John R. Swanton, •source material for the Social 
and Ceremonial Life of the Choctaw Indians~· 
Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American 
Ethnology, Bulletin 103. washington: Government 
Printing Office, 1931. Described political 
structure and social organization of Choctaws, 
including the Sixtowns Choctaws, the Southeastern 
division with the Yowani occupying the southermost 
village. Eight authorities for the names of 
Choctaw towns are cited. 

H. s. Halbert, "Danville's Map of East 
Mississippi." Publications of the Mississippi 
Historical Society, Vol. 3, 367-371, 1900. 

John R. Swanton, "An Early Account of the Choctaw 
Indians,• American Anthropological Association, 
Vol. V, No. 2, April-June, 1918. New York: Kraus 
Reprint Corporation, 1964, printed by permission 
of the Smithsonian Institution, p. 53-72. A 
French narrative entitled "Relation de La 
Louisianne• describes Choctaws customs and 
political division. "Yowani- 30 men.• 

Jack D. L. Holmes, "The Choctaws in 1795." AlaPama 
Historical ouarterly, Vol. 30, No. 1, Spring. 
Census lists names of villages and number of 
occupants. 
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1799 

1805-1830 

1811 

1813-1814 

1815-1828 

1831 

1833 

1840-1850 
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Jack D. L. Holmes, "1799 Alabama Census According 
to Spanish Records." The Alabama Genealogical 
Register, Vol. 8, September. 

Jack D. L. Holmes, "Fort Stoddard in 1799: Seven 
Letters of Captain Bartholomew Schaumburgh." 
Alabama Historical Quarterly, Vol. 26, Nos. 3 and 
4, Fall and Winter, 1964. 

GeorgeS. Gaines, "Gaines Reminiscences." Alabama 
Historical Quarterly, Vol. 26, Nos. 3 and 4, Fall 
and Winter. 

Washington County News, November 1, 1962. "first 
settlers of Millry were members of Chief Tom 
Gibson's ("Elitubbee") Indian band, who started a 
village in 1811. The redskins remained some 
years, finally being driven away after a dispute 
with white settlers over a dam on the mill 
stream.• Eli-tubbee was chief of a Six Towns 
village and ancestor of petitioners. 

B. s. Halbert and T. H. Ball, The Creek War of 
1813-1814, 1894. Reprint Edition, Frank L. 
OWsley, Jr., ed. Tuscaloosa: University of 
Alabama Press, 1969. 

Thomas P. Abernathy, The Formative Period in 
Alabama. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama 
Press, 1965. 

R. s. Halbert, "The Last Indian Council on Noxubee 
Rivers.• Mississippi Historical Society 
Publications, Vol. 4, 1901, p. 271·280. Describes 
the feelings of the Choctaws who opposed moving 
West, specifically the "Six Towns who were opposed 
to the treaty and declared that they would not go 
west.• Elatubbee (Tom Gibson) was present. 

Franklin L. Riley. "Choctaw Land Claims," MHSP, 
Vol. 8, 1904, p. 345 - 395. Discusses origin of 
the Choctaw claim: Article 14 of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek Treaty. 

John Williams. "The Removal of the Mississippi 
Choctaws.• MHSP, Vol. 8, 1904, p. 397 - 426. 

James Stuart, Three Years in North America, Vol. 
II, New York: J & J Harper, 1833, p. 122-123. 

Gordon Taylor Cleveland,"Social Conditions in 
Alabama as Seen by Travelers, 1840·1850, Part I." 
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1851 

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1860 

1879 

1882 
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Alabama Review, Vol. II, No., 1, January 1949, 3· 
23. 

Albert J. Pickett,History of Alabama and 
Incidentally of Georgia and Mississippi, from the 
§arliest Period •. Reprinted, Birmingham, AL: 
Birmingham Book and Magazine Co., 1962. 

Frederic Bremer, Tbe Homes of the New World: 
Impressions of America (1847·1849), Vol II, New 
York, 1853; Her sketch (drawing) of Choctaws in 
1851 in Mobile Public Library-Local Division. 
Painting of Julia Laurendine, Choctaw "chumpa 
girl" is in Mobile City Museum in Indian room. 

"Indians Immigrating,• February 24; "Off for the 
Great West,• July 1, Mopile Advertiser, 1854. 

Prieur Jay Higginbotham. The Mobile Indians, 
MObile, Alabama, 1966. p. 80 • ... just before and 
after the Civil War, there was a small Indian 
settlement on Spring Hill Avenue just east of the 
present Spring Hill College.• Also, Choctaws .. 
lived around Mount Vernon until about 1830." 
Higginbotham is describing the location where 
William Fisher lived "about one mile west of the 
city."(NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. No.222· 
224, Letters Received, Choctaw Emigration.) 

Charles Lanman, Adventures in the Wilds: The U. 5. 
and British America, Vol. 2, 1856. p. 190·197, 
"The number of Indians who spend much of their 
time in Mobile, but who live in the neighboring 
pine woods, is estimated at 1,000." 

Harriet E. Amos, Cotton City: Urban Development 
in AQtebellum Mobile. University of Alabama 
Press. 1985. (Copy from dissertation, p. 23·25.) 

Caldwell Delaney, The Story of Mobile. Mobile, 
AL: Gill Printing Company 1953, p. 77·78. 
Describes Choctaws who lived at Choctaw Point in 
Mobile before the Civil War. 

Rev. T. H. Ball, Clarke County, Alabama and its 
Surroundings, 1540-1877. Reprinted, Clarke County 
Historical Society, 1973, p. 95-98. Ball states 
that Choctaws continued to visit Mobile and sell 
firewood. 

Frances Beverly, "The Red Man in Mobile History,• 
Federal Writer's Project, 1930s, copy in Mobile 
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1884 

1889-1897 

1927 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1931 
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Public Library-Local History, "As late as 1882, 
there were remnants of a tribe that spent every 
winter in Mobile. 

Papers of Edward Palmer. Note made April 6, 1884, 
in Mobile, "These Indians have a few of these 
mortars among them. (I) met a party in Mobile who 
informed me (that) they made them. • Palmer was a 
scientist in the employ of the Bureau of American 
Ethnology, who made several trips through Alabama 
in the period 1883-88, principally looking for 
mounds and archaeological finds. Collection 
located at Alabama Dept. of Archives and History. 
{AA&H) 

B. Austill, "White Man's Friend: 
Pushmataha, A Native Great Man. • 
Registex, Mobile, Aug. 21, 1897. 
streets of Mobile. 

Choctaw Chief, 
The Daily 
Choctaws seen on 

James M. Glenn, PH.D. "Indians Still Make Homes in 
South Alabama Counties: Familiar Figures in Small 
Towns.• "The writer has seen members of the 
Choctaw tribes in upper Mobile County. • ~ 
Bi;mingha!!! Hews, Sunday, May 15, 1927. From Glenn 
Scrapbook in Alabama Dept. of Archives and 
History, entitled "Sketches of Alabama.•; also, 
M9ntgomery Advertiser, Wednesday, February 14, 15, 
1951. 

James M. Glenn. "Choctaw Indians: Familiar 
figures in small towns,• Birmingha!!! News, May 15, 
1927. "The writer has seen members of the Choctaw 
tribes in upper Mobile County.• 

Laura Frances Murphy, "Indian cajans in the Byrd 
settlement.• The Trained LaY Work!r, December, 
Vol. 2, No. 5, 3-4, 1929. 

Laura Frances Murphy, "Byrd Settlement--A New 
Field of Service• n.d. and "Among the Cajans of 
Alabama.• Missionary yoice, November, 1930; 
"Mobile County Cajans.• Alabama Historical 
Quarterly, Spring, 76-86, 1930. 

R. Clay Bailey, "The Strange Case of 
Alabama School Journal, April, 1931. 
refers to formation of triple school 
Washington County. 

the cajans,• 
Article 

system in 

Horace Mann Bond, "Two Racial Islands in Alabama,• 
Am!rican Journal of Sociology, Vol. 36, No. 4, 
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1934 

1935 

1940 

1941 

1941 

1946 
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552-567, 1931. Although this report is obviously 
biased and extremely negative, regarding the 
Cajuns of Mobile and Washington Counties, it does 
state that "They admit readily the racial heritage 
from the Indian. . They self-identified as 
Indians. 

Carl Carmer, Stars Fell on Alabama. New York: 
Farrar & Rinehart, Inc., 1934, p. 255·269. Carmer 
reports what his host tells him about the Cajans, 
describing folkways, frolics, heritage, . 
appearance, etc. When the teacher asked one 
little boy to tell him about the Cajan people, he 
replied "From French people that married Indians.• 

Laur\ Frances Murphy, The Cajans of Mobile County, 
Alab;ma. Submitted in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in 
the Department of Sociology, Scarritt College for 
Christian Workers, June, 1935. (Xeroxed copy 
located in Mobile Public Library, 6929.376122M.) 

Laura Frances Murphy, "The Cajans at Home.• 
Alabama Historical Quarterly, Winter, 416-427, 
1940. 

Clatis Green, •some Factors Influencing Cajun 
Education in washington County, Alabama." 
Submitted in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in 
the College of Education in the University of 
Alabama, 1941. Green based his paper on letters 
from white business leaders in the county, census 
records, court records, and Carmer's Stars Fell on 
Alabama. He also secured the help of A. D. Price, 
a shop foreman for the L & N Railroad, who had 
been hired by the Mobile County School system to 
keep a list of •cajan• students who were to be 
barred from attending white schools. (Price's 
list was sent in with original petition.) 

Alyce Billings Walker, ed. Alabama: A Guide to 
the Deep South. Reprinted, New York: Hastings 
House, 1975. Tour 9 describes Alabama Cajan 
Indians and refutes "Cajan" designation. p. 366-
369. 

William Harlen Gilbert, Jr. "Memorandum Concerning 
the Characteristics of the Larger Mixed-Blood 
Racial Islands of the Eastern United States.• 
Soc;al Forces, Vol.24, No. 4, May, 1946, pp. 438· 
477. Family names of Cajans and Creoles of 
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1948 

1949 

1950s 

1950 

1953 

1953 

586 

Alabama and Mississippi are listed together, but 
states that the relationships are not clear; 
Indian is included in physical description of 
cajans and states under heading •cultural 
Peculiarities:• Cajans have individual patois and 
magical art. • 

William Barlen Gilbert, Jr., •surviving Indian 
Groups of the Eastern United States.• Annual 
Report of th' Board of Regents o th6 Smitbsonian 
Ipstitqtion for 1948 <1949>: 407-438. See No. 
18, Alabama. 

Gordon Brown. "Alabama, Mississippi Choctaws Seek 
$200 Million from U.s.• Birmingham News, November 
18, 1949. 

Docket 21, Indian Claims Commission, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. 

Edward Thomas Price, Jr., B.S. (California 
Institute of Technology) 1937, "Mixed-Blood 
Populations of Eastern United States as to 
origins, Localizations, and Persistence.• 
Dissertation submitted in partial satisfaction of 
the requirements for the degree of doctor of 
Philosophy in Geography in the Graduate Division 
of the University of California, January 1950. 
Chapter IV, "The C&jans of Southwest Alabama." 
Describes physical characteristics, which includes 
Indian, describes economic and social milieu of 
time and place. Quotes extensively from Green and 
Murphy above. He did no research in records of 
the Office of Zndian Affairs. 

Edward T. Price, "A Geographic Analysis of White­
Negro-Indian Racial Mixtures in Eastern United 
States,• in Annals of the AsSociation of American 
Geographers, Vol. XLIII, June 1953, p. 144, "The 
Cajans of Alabama." Article based on above 
dissertation. 

William H. Burson. "500 Surviving Choctaws Ready 
for Court to Demand cash for Mississippi, Alabama 
Lands," Montgomery Advertiser, March 15, 1953. 

"Choctaw Indians to Press Demand for Pay by O.S.," 
M9bile Register, March 15, 1953. 

"Hearing of Choctaw Indian suit for $209 million 
abruptly ends," Birmingham News, March 19, 1953. 
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1954 

1955 

1958 

1962 

1962 
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"Choctaw Indians Claim Lands in Alabama in Federal 
Lawsuit,• Montgomery Advertiser, October 7, 1953. 

•u.s. Fights Claim made by Choctaws,• Mobile 
Register, October 7, 1953. 

"Choctaws are Jubilant as First Claims Paid," 
M9bile Register, A~qust 18, 1954. 

"Choctaw Claim Hearing is Set,• Mobile Press, 
August 30, 1955. 

"2 nations Map Indian Party: Choctaw, Creek 
Leaders meet at Atmore.• Montgomery Advertiser, 
February 21, 1958. KILROI "Kinsmen of Indians for 
Liberty, Reform, Opportunity, and Instruction in 
Civic Affairs• was formed as a "nationwide 
political union of redmen.• They planned to 
solicit the support of full·blood Indians and 
descendants in Alabama, Georgia, Florida, North 
and South Carolina. 

"Inter-tribal relations linked by KILROI: Indians 
Set Precedent in Political Union Formation.• 
Montgqmery Advertiser, February 24, 1958. KILROI 
formed because they •realized that progress for 
the benefit of all Indians could be enhanced 
through free citizens operating under an 
organization which might bring matters of 
importance to the attention of local public 
officers and national Congressional 
representatives.• 

"Indian Descendants Organize Chapter of 'KILROI 
America' in Washington County.• washington County 
~~ January 11, 1962. A Washington County 
Chapter of KILROI, an organization of persons of 
Indian descent and their kinsmen, was chartered 
this week according to Chief Calvin w. McGhee, 
Atmore, president of the state organization. 
Chief McGhee said that R. (Reuben "Red"> A. Reed 
of Mcintosh will be president of the washington 
County group. Camellia Reed of Mcintosh is vice 
president and Mrs. Thelma Smith, also of Mcintosh, 
is secretary.• ... "Membership in the county and 
state organizations include descendants of 
Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Cherokee Tribes as well as 
Creeks.• 

•wallace endorsed by Indian Group, KILROI 
America.• Washington County News, May 10, 1962. 
KILROI America endorsed Wallace for Governor. It 
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1967 

1970 

1971 

1973 

1974 
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has •county chapters in 35 of Alabama's 67 
counties, with a membership of better than 
60,000." 

Hugh Sparrow, •southwestern Counties: White 
Schools Open to Alabama Cajuns.• Birpdngnam News, 
November 6, 1967. 

Richard Severo, "The Lost Tribe of Alabama,• 
Scaplan's I, March 1970, p. 81-88. Article based 
almost exclusively on Greene's 1941 thesis. 

George Harry Stopp, Jr., "The Impact of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act on an Isolated "Tri·Racial" 
Group.• A Thesis submitted in partial fulfillment 
of the requirements for the degree of Master of 
Arts in the Department of Anthropology in the 
Graduate School of the University of Alabama. He 
states that most of his material came from work of 
Greene, Murphy, and Price and says that he was 
only able to get into the community •under the 
pretense of being a prospective school teacher at 
Calcedeaver.• Be does mention that in an 
interview with a member of the community, Mr. 
calvin Byrd said that Choctaw Indians from 
Mississippi escaped forced movement and were 
integrated into the community. Stopp states "The 
presence of a bit of Indian blood has little 
effect, as there are not enough Indians in Alabama 
to merit a real place in the status hierarchy.• 
Bat, he gives no indication for this conclusion 
and he did no J:esearch iDto records on Indians. 

Edward Boykin, Eyerything's Made for Love in this 
M!n's World. Mobile, AL: Interstate, 1973. u. 
s. Congressman Frank Boykin was in office for over 
30 years. His son tells his father's story of 
acquiring land and wealth in Mobile-Washington 
County area. He owned Tensaw Land and Timber 
Company and took a •paternalistic" interest in the 
MOWA8 who lived on his land and worked for him. 

Eugene B. Griessman and Gary Minton, The Formation 
and Development of an Ethnic Group: The "Cajuns" 
of Alabama." Paper presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association (73rd, Mexico City, November 19·24, 
1974; Eugene Br. Griessman and Curtis T. Henson, 
Jr., •The History and Social Topography of an 
Ethnic Island in Alabama." Presented at the 
annual meeting of the Southern Sociological 
Society, Atlanta, 1974. Papers based on foregoing 
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1977(?) 

1976 

1976 

1978 

1979 

1980 

589 

papers of Greene, Murphy, Price, Stopp, etc., but 
does refer to them as Indians in an interview with 
Mr. Gallasneed Weaver, the principal of Reed's 
Chapel School. 

David Mercer, "A Proposal to Conduct a Demographic 
Survey of the South Alabama "Cajuns.• This 
proposal describes all the foregoing papers and 
proposes a genetic study of these "isolates• based 
on demographic information. Work was never 
completed because leaders of the community told 
him that they did not want any more outsiders 
writing about them without their knowledge. 

Addie F. St. Laurent. People Along Bayou Sara. 
Saraland, AL: Women's Club of Saraland, 1976. 
Page 7 in chapter entitled, "Dicken's Pasture, 
1711-1917." Local history of people including 
John Everett (Reed) and Frank Boykin. Describes 
business relationship between Everett and Boykin, 
"In 1916, the late Frank Boykin, former U.S. 
Congressman, and his partner, John Everett bought 
8600 acres extending from Chickasabogue to Mobile 
River, and west and south of Bayou Sara. They had 
a sawmill and a very, very large turpentine still. 
. . .Boykin and Everett sold their holdings to 
Tennessee Land Company, a subsidiary of United 
States Steel Corporation in 1917." 

aeport of American Indian Policy Review 
Commission. Chapter 11, Nonrecognized Tribes,• p. 
468, Choctaws in Mobile and Washington Counties, 
4,000. Source: Gamage Rivers. 

Bennett Weaver, MOWA leader, minister, and teacher 
at Reeds Chapel School. A series of articles on 
progress of formation of MOWA Band of Choctaw 
Indians, Call-News Dispatch, Chatom, AL, 1978-79. 

Frank Sikora, "Mowa tribe ·in South Alabama: After 
150 years of isolation, new nation emerges within 
nation,• November 18, 1979, p. 2-A; "Mowas file 
suit asking for land, town, business,• Birmingham 
News, December 2, 1979, p 42-A. "Alabama's Newest 
Tribe: The 'Mowa' Indians,• Envirosouth, 14-15, 
1979. 

Mike Gibson, "Alabama's Indians--the Forgotten 
Minority, • Alabama Social Welfa·re, September­
OCtober 8-10, 1980. 
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1982 

1982 

1983 

1983 

1984 

1987 
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Alvin Benn, State Pow Wow to demonstrate Choctaw 
Identity,• Montgomery Advertiser-Journal, June 
19. 

"Choctaw Indians Purchase Large Site Near Calvert; 
To develop It,• September 16, Call-News pispatch, 
Chatom, AL, Vol. 20, No. 37. 

Jacqueline A. Matte, The History of Washington 
County; First CoUp.ty in Alaba.ma. Chatom, AL: 
Washington County Historical Society, 1982, 
Chapter 14. 

"Leaders of Choctaw Indians Recognized," April 14, 
call-News Dispatch Chatom, AL, p. 9. 

Carolyn Ashburn, "Mowa Choctaws have own 
industrial land," Mobile Press Register, August 
18-19:4. 

Kathy Dean, "Truth About Indians Being Taught,• 
Mobile Press Register, April 23, 1984. 

Arthur Drago Jr., "MOWA Indians expect federal 
recognition,• M9bile Press Register, Metro Region, 
Sec. B, Sunday, February 9, 1987. 

Clli'.rEli.IA 7 1 UPJ:ATED IDDTIJ'ICA~IOR ABD DEALINGS 
AS All' IRDIAR DTITY WITH UCOGllfiZID IRDIAR !D.IBES 

OR N~IONAL INDI.IUI' ORG.IUI'IZA~IONS 

Gallasneed Weaver of the MOWA Choctaw Tribe represents the 

tribe on the Alabama Indian Affairs Commission. He has served 

three terms as chairman of that commission. Mr. Weaver was 

chosen by Alabama's Governor George Wallace, and later by 

Governor Guy Hunt, to represent Alabama's Indians to the 

Interstate Indian Conference during two different terms. Mr. 

Weaver has also represented the MOWA Choctaws to both the 

National Congress of American Indians and the National Indian 
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Education Conferences for the last twelve years. He was granted 

a lifetime membership in the National Congress of American 

Indians in 1985 and as delegate for the MOWA Choctaws, has 120 

votes. 

Mr. Gallasneed Weaver, with Chairman Framon Weaver, and 

members of the Mobile-Washington County Tribal Council sought the 

help of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1981 to provide 

assistance to be federally recognized. They hired an Executive 

Director, Russell Baker, in 1983 as a grants writer to help with 

the federal acknowledgement process. He was instrumental in 

securing a research grant from the Administration of Native 

Americans and helped organize the research project. When Mr. 

Baker accepted a position with the Alabama Indian Affairs 

Commission in 1989, Mr. Carl Snow, MOWA Choctaw, became Executive 

Director. 

The MOWAs receive recognition as Indians by state, national, 

and international service programs: Alabama Indian Affairs Legal 

Services, Heifer Project International, National Lutheran, and 

United Way. 

The MOWA Choctaws are also active in numerous other local 

and national Indian conferences and are, accordingly, widely 

known and recognized by other Indian tribes. Locally, the 

Mcintosh Area Better Association has helped sponsor the annual 
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MOWA Pow Wow since 1980, contributing, through l99l for both 

junior and senior pow wows, $34,650. They have received letters 

of support from other Alabama Indian tribes, but are painfully 

aware, however, that opposition to their federal recognition is 

being spearheaded by Eddie Tullis, Chief of the Alabama Poarch 

Creek Tribe. In this regard it is important for the BIA to know 

that Mr. Tullis and his tribe unqualifiedly recognized the MOWA 

Choctaw Tribe until Mr. Tullis decided that it would be 

economically disadvantageous to continue doing so. In the l950s, 

under Docket 21, Indian Claims Commission, the Creeks "signed up• 

MOWA Choctaws in an effort to increase their numbers to secure 

recognition and to gain more benefits.l• Further, when the 

Poarch Creek Tribe was, itself, petitioning for federal 

recognition, Mr. Tullis sought MOWA Choctaw support stating: 

"This letter is to formally ask your ~ in the spirit of 

Indian brotherhood, support our effort for Federal Recognition 

We as Native Americans Must work together to protect our 

rights. "31 

Notwithstanding Mr. Tullis' scurrilous efforts to imply 

otherwise, the MOWA Choctaws are well-recognized and respected by 

other Native Americans and within Native American organizations, 

as indicated by the following documentation: 

1950s Register of the descendants of the Creek Indians, 
East of the Mississippi River, Vol. I., "The Head 
of Perdido Friendly Creek Indian Band, signed up 
by Mrs. Roberta Sells, Recording Secretary. Copy 
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1981 

1985 

1991 

1991 
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of •calvin McGhee• Roll in Mobile Library-Local 
History. Calvin McGhee came to Mobile and 
washington County churches to get support for the 
Indian People of Alabama. He charged each person 
who signed up a fee. Names of MOWA Choctaws 
appear throughout. (Sample pages attached). 

Letter from Eddie L. Tullis, Chairman, Poarch Band 
of Creek Indians to Framon Weaver, Chairman, MOWA 
Band of Choctaw Indians, requesting support for 
their efforts for Federal Recognition in the 
•spirit of Indian brotherhood." This letter shows 
that MOWAs are recognized as Native Americans by 
other Native Americans. 

Letter from Framon Weaver, Chairman, MOWA Band of 
Choctaw Indians written in support of Poarch Band 
of Creeks, dated 4 August, 1981. 

Report to the MOWA Band of Choctaw Indians 
Concerning their Federal Petition to the United 
States for Federal Recognition submitted by Dr. 
Kinneth H. York, Mississippi Choctaw, March 30, 
1985. 

Letter to Bureau of Indian Affairs from Dr. 
Kennith H. York, Mississippi Choctaw, written in 
support of the MOWA Band of Choctaws, September 4, 
1991. Dr. York spent two days reviewing original 
petition, obvious deficiency report, and 
documents. He stated there could be no doubt that 
the MOWA Band descended from Choctaws. 

Letter from Dr. B. Frank Belvin, Oklahoma Choctaw 
written in support of MOWA Band of Choctaws being 
recognized by the federal government. His 
brother, Harry J. W. Belvin, was Chief of the 
Oklahoma Choctaws for 27 years. Dr. Frank Belvin 
was Secretary for the Indian Division of the 
Baptist Home Mission Board in the 1950s. He 
visited in the MOWA community and ministered to 
the Baptist congregation. (See Annual of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 1952, p. 213 with 
original petition.) 
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CONCLUSION 

I respectfully submit that the research which I and others 

have performed related to the MOWA Choctaw Tribe clearly and 

unequivocally supports the legislation which is before you 

requesting federal recognition or reaffirmation of the tribal 

status of these Native Americans. This conclusion is not mine 

only. Mr. Bud Shepherd, who wrote the BIA Regulations by which 

tribal status is to be determined, expressed his opinion that the 

MOWA Choctaws satisfy any reasonable criteria for federal tribal 

recognition. The State of Alabama, of course, agrees that the 

MOWA Choctaws are a legitimate Indian tribe. The effort and 

struggle of the MOWA Choctaw people to provide you with the 

information presented today has been monumental in terms of their 

resources and abilities. Their effort will be worthwhile, 

however, if it is reviewed by this Committee and entertained with 

the respect and compassion owed Native Americans by the United 

States government. I respectfully submit that such review will 

leave you no doubt that the MOWA Choctaws are and have 

continuously been a legitimate American Indian tribe since 

historical times and should be so recognized by the United States 

Congress. 
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Abernathy, The Formative Period in Alabama: 1815-1828. 
Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1965; Willis ·Brewer, 
Alabama: Her History, Resources, War Reco;d. and Public Men from 
1540 to 1872. Montgomery, AL: Barrett & Brown; George s. Gaines, 
"Gaines Reminiscences. • Alabama Historic§ll Quarterly, Vol. 26, Nos. 
3 & 4, Fall and Winter, 1964. 

4. H. S. Halbert, "The Last Indian Council on Noxubee Rivers,• 
The Mississippi Historical Society Public§ltions. Vol. 4, 1901, p. 
171·280, (MHSP); Franklin L. Riley, "Choctaw Land Claims," MHSP, 
Vol. 8, 1904, p. 345·395. 

5. James Stuart, Three Years in North America, Vol. II, New York: 
J & J Harper, 1933, pp. 122·123; Frederick Bremer, The Homes of the 
New World: Impressions of America (1847·1851), Vol. XI, New York, 
1853; Charles Lanman, Adventures in the Wilds: the o. s. and 
British America, Vol. II, 1856, pps. 190-197. 

6. Prieur Jay Higginbotham, The Mobile Indians, Mobile, AL, 1966, 
p. 80. 

7. Caldwell Delaney, The Story of Mobile, Mobile, AL: Gill 
Printing company, 1953, pp. 77·78. 

8. Interview with Josephine Rivers, Mcintosh, AL, June, 1985. 
Taped interview. 
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9. "Indians Immigrating,• February 24, 1854; "Off for the Great 
West,• July 1, 1854, Mobile Advertiser. 

10. Frances Beverly, "The Red Man in Mobile History, " Federal 
Writers Project, 1930s, remembers the Choctaws coming into Mobile 
from the northern part of the county to sell firewood; James·M. 
Glenn, Ph.D., "Indians Still Make Homes in South Alabama Counties: 
Familiar Figures in Small Towns," 1889, reprinted in Birmingham 
News, May 15, 1927; H. Austill, "White Man's Friend: Choctaw Chief 
Pushmataha, a Native Great Man," Daily Register, Mobile, AL, August 
21, 1897. 

11. See Criteria 2, 1924. 

12. "How Scarritt Students Use Vacations, • The Trained Lay Worker, 
December, 1929, Vol. II., No. 5. 

13. Laura Frances Murphy, "Among the Cajans of Alabama,." 
Missionary Voice, November 1930, p. 18-20; "Byrd Settlement--A New 
Field of Service,• Missionary voice, n.d., p. 32+; "Mobile County 
Cajans,• Alabama Historical Quarterly, Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 76-86, 
November 1930;"The Cajans of Mobile County, Alabama,• Submitted in 
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of 
Arts in the Department of Sociology, Scarritt College for Christian 
Workers, June, 1935; "the Cajans at Home, • Alabama Historical 
Quarterly, Winter Issue, 1940, pp. 416-427. 

14. Grant Foreman. Indian Removal, 
Oklahoma Press, 1972, p. 190, fn. 35. 

Norman: University of 

15. Charles Hudson. The Southeastern Indians. Knoxville: The 
University of Tennessee Press, 1978, pp. 436-438, 460-461; Grayson 
Noley, "The Early 1700s: Education, Economics, and Politics," in 
The Choctaw Before Removal, edited by Carolyn Keller Reeves. 
Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1985, pp. 104-107; Angie 
Debo, A History of the Indians of the United States. Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1970, pp. 118-119; Charles Crowe, 
"Indians and Blacks in White America, • in Four Centuries of 
Southern Indians, edited by Charles Hudson. Athens: The 
University of Georgia Press, 1975, pp. 161-164. 

16. Gary B. Mills, "Tracing Free People of Color in the Antebellum 
South: Methods, Sources, and Perspectives,• National Genealogical 
Soci~ty Quarterly, Vol. 78, No. 4, December 1990, pp. 262-278. 

17. See citations under Criteria 5. 

18. See chronology below beginning with Horace Mann Bond in 1931 
through David Mercer 1977. 

19. See correspondence and court cases under Criteria 2 beginning 
in 1962 through 1986. 
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20. "Register of the descendants of the Creek Indians, East of the 
Mississippi River, vol. I., "The Head of Perdido Friendly Creek 
Indian Band." 

21. Letter of Eddie L. Tullis to Mr. Framon Weaver, June 20, 1981, 
and reply. 
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1700 

1700s 

1700s 

1700s 

1702 
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DOCUMERTATION OF CONTINUOUS GOVERNMENT, RELIGIOUS, 
AND EDUCATIONAL INTERACTION BY CHOCTAWS 

OF MOBILE & WASHINGTON COUNTIES, ALABAMA 

John R. Swanton, "The Indians of the Southeastern 
United States," Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of 
American Ethnology, Bulletin 137. Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1946. Small Indian 
tribes described living on Tombigbee and Mobile 
Rivers encountered by first European explorers. 

George E. Lankford, "A Documentary Study of Native 
American Life in the Lower Tombigbee Valley,• Vol. 
II. Ethnohistory Cultural Resources 
Reconnaissance Study of the Black Warrior­
'l'ombiqbee System Corridor, Alabama. Prepared for 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District, 
Department of Geology and Geography . Mobile, AL: 
University of South Alabama, 1983. 

H. S. Halbert, "District Divisions of the Choctaw 
Nation.• Publications of the Alabama Historical 
Society, Miscellaneous Collections, Vol . I; report 
of the Alabama Historical Commission to the 
Governor of Alabama, Dec. 1, 1900. Montgomery, AL: 
Brown Printing Company, 379-381, 1901. 

Also, "The Small Indian Tribes of Mississippi." 
Publications of the Mississippi Historical 
Society, Vol. 5, 302-308, 1902. 

Peter J. Hamilton, "The Yowanne, or Hiowanni, 
Indians.• Publications of the Mississippi 
Historical Society, Vol. 6, 403-410, 1902. 

John R. Swanton, •source material for the Social 
and Ceremonial Life of the Choctaw Indians," 
Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American 
Ethnology, Bulletin 103. 

Washington: Government Printing Office, 1931. 
Described political structure and social 
organization of Choctaws, including the Sixtowns 
Choctaws, the Southeastern division with the 
Yowani occupying the southermost village. Eight 
authorities for the names of Choctaw towns are 
cited. 

1729-1740 Dunbar Rowland, ed., Mississippi Provincial 
Archives: French Dominion. Vol. I. Jackson, MS: 
Press of the Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History, 1927. Describes villages, gives name 
of chiefs and number of warriors occupying each. 



1732 

1755 

1764 

1772 

1775 

1786 

1795 
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Yowani - 60 warriors. A post was established in 
1729 by Bienville's brother. (p. 44 and 143) 

H. S. Halbert, "Danville's Map of East 
Mississippi," Mississippi Historical Society 
Publications. Vol. 3, p. 367-371. The Rivers 
Basin, about 1732 depicts rivers and Indian 
villages; discusses Six Towns and Yowanis. 

John R. Swanton, "An Early Account of the Choctaw 
Indians,• American Anthropological Association, 
Vol. V, No. 2, April-June, 1918. New York: Kraus 
Reprint Corporation, 1964, printed by permission 
of the Smithsonian Institution, p. 53-72. A 
French narrative entitled "Relation de La 
Louisianne• describes Choctaws customs and 
political division. "Yowani- 30 men.• 

H. S. Halbert, "Choctaw Trials" folder no. 33 
Alabama Department of Archives and History. 
Rowen's map of 1764 in Peter J. Hamilton's 
colonial Mobile "The Haiowanne (Yowani) trading 
path to Mobile was located about a mile West of 
Citronelle, where it united with the Big Trading 
Path near the 31st parallel about the center of 
Township 6, Range 4 West, Washington County, 
Alabama. 

H. S. Halbert, "Bernard Romans' Map of 1772," 
MHSP, Vol. 6; 1902, p. 415 - 439. Describes 
Romans' list of Choctaw towns and settlements, 
relative to contemporary boundaries. Clan 
relations, stories, meaning of words and occupants 
of some villages are given, including ancestors of 
petitioner.l780 Washington County Deed Book "A". 
p. 66-67/0ld Deed Bk. p. 70 • ... Piamingo Hometac 
deeded land on Tombigbee River. 

James Adair, The History of the American Indians: 
Particularly Those Adjoining to the Mississippi, 
East and West Florida, Georgia, South and North 
Carolina and Virginia. London: E.D. Dilly. 
Reprinted, Johnson City, TN: Watauga Press, 1930. 

Treaty With Tbe Choctawo Hopewell, re-established 
boundaries of British cession and provided for 
trading posts. Ancestors of petitioners signed 
treaty. 

Jack D. L. Holmes, "The Choctaws in 1795." Alabama 
Historical Quarterly, Vol. 30, No. 1, Spring. 
Census lists names of villages and number of occupants. 
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1799 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 
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Jack D. L. Holmes, "1799 Alabama Census According 
to Spanish Records.• The Alabama Genealogical 
Register, Vol. 8, September. 

Jack D. L. Holmes, "Fort Stoddard in 1799: Seven 
Letters of Captain Bartholomew Schaumburgh." 
Alabama Historical Quarterly, Vol. 26, Nos. 3 and 
4, Fall and Winter, 1964. 

Deed of Pia mingo Hometak or the Young Whooping 
King, Principal Choctaw Chief of Robuck an Toopah 
and Poosha ma Stubbe, or the Chif of the Oka 
Coppasa Towns on Tombigby to John McGrew, 7 March 
1799. Washington County Probate Records, Deed 
Book A, p. 66-67. Oral history says that Pia Mingo 
Hometak gave his land away and moved with his 
family to High Hill. This deed confirms oral 
history. 

Byrd Church. Meeting grounds at Indian Graves 
Branch dates back to earliest European contact. 
Organized by the Bob Cole family with the 
Brashears. Building moved up hill from branch and 
renamed Byrd Church until the Methodists came in 
the 1930s and renamed it Aldersgate. See 1930s 
Methodist Mission Records. 

Treaty with the Choctaw. A wagon trail was ceded 
through Indian lands; British boundaries re­
established again. Petitioners ancestral leader, 
Roche Homo (Hoshi Homa, "Red Bird") signed treaty; 
2,641,920 acres ceded. 

Treaty with the Choctaw, Fort Confederation. 
British boundary line remarked by United States; 
title of lands released to U.S. including 
ancestral lands of petitioners who continued to 
live on said lands continuously and still do 
today. Signed by "In behalf of the Six Towns and 
lower town (Yowani); witnessed by Turner 
Brashears, who had a Choctaw family. 

Records of Choctaw Trading Post, St. Stephens, 
M.T., 1803-1810. Abstracted from NARC Microcopy 
TSOO, Roll~ 1 and 2. Choctaw Trading House 
established at Fort St. Stephens on the Tombigbee 
Rivers, by the U. S. Government. Fr. Aloysius, 
"The Choctaw Trading House, 1803-1822." Alabama 
Historical Quarterly, Vol. 16, 1954; George S. 
Gaines, "Gaines Reminiscences." AHQ, _Vol. 26, Nos. 
3 and 4, Fall and Winter, 1964. 



1803 

1804 

1805 

1805-1830 

1807 

1808-1813 

1811 

1813-1907 

1813 
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Treaty with the Choctaw, Hoe-Buckin-too•pa (St. 
Stephens) Signed by "Chiefs residing on the 
Tombigbee near to St. Stephens,• including Pic 
Mingo (Homatak) and witnessed by Young Gaines, who 
had a Choctaw family; 853,760 acres ceded. 

Sale of Slaves, Samuel Mitchell of the Chickasaw 
Nation to John Pitchlynn of the Choctaw Nation, 19 
April 1804. Washington County Probate Records, 
Deed Book A, p. 262-263. 

Treaty with the Choctaw, Mount Dexter Reconfirmed 
reserve to John McGrew by Opi-a-mingo Hesnitta 
(Himeta/Hometak) and others of 1500 acres. 
Ancestor of petitioners who signed is Hoosheehooma 
(Hoshi-homa, Red Bird), witnesses who had Choctaw 
families are William Colbert and Charles Juzan. 

Georges. Gaines, "Gaines Reminiscences.• Alabama 
Historical Quarterly, Vol. 26, Nos. 3 and 4, Fall 
and Winter. 

Will of Cornelius McCurten, 24 April 1807. Will 
~' Mobile County Probate Records. Cornelius 
McCurten was the son of Cornelius McCurten and 
Onere Hecha; first wife was Margaret Leflou. 

NARC, T500, United States Choctaw Trading House 
Records: Daybooks. Names of ancestors of MOWAs 
listed in records, many times with description as 
to blood quantum, village, countryman, etc. 

washington County News, November 1, 1962. "First 
settlers of Millry were members of Chief Tom 
Gibson's ("Elitubbee") Indian band, who started a 
village in 1811. The redskins remained some 
years, finally being driven away after a dispute 
with white settlers over a dam on the mill 
stream.• Eli-tubbee was chief of a Six Towns 
village and ancestor of petitioners. 

Deed Records in Mobile County Probate Office and 
Circuit Court Records pertaining to ancestors of 
petitioners. 

Will of Louise LeFleu, Will Book I, Mobile County 
Probate Court, dated 28 November 1813. Louise 
LeFleu was the sister of Louis Lefleu (father of 
Greenwood LeFlore, Choctaw Chief); wife of Hugues 
Krep(b)s. One of her sons, Placide Krebs, married 
a Choctaw and went west in 1850. He wrote letter 
requesting reimbursement for self-immigrating. 
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1813-1814 

1814 

1814 
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Source: NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 9-
15. 

H. S. Halbert and T. H. Ball, The Creek War of 
1813-1814, 1894. Reprint Edition, Frank L. 
Owsley, Jr., ed. Tuscaloosa: University of 
Alabama Press, 1969. 

Military Records, War of 1812, Choctaws, Folder 
208, Alabama Department of Archives and History. 
Correspondence with General Jackson relative to 
Six Towns Choctaws supporting United States in 
Creek War in Alabama, part of the War of 1812. 
Aug. 9th - Agent John McKee reports to Gen. 
Jackson that he has sent Mr. Brashears, Mr. 
Pitchlynn to recruit Choctaws and that he will 
recruit from the Southern District as he 
proceedsto St. Stephens by way of Charles Juzan, 
the Nails on Chickasawhay, and the Six Towns; he 
predicts they can count on 800 warriors. 
Sept. 9th - Agent John McKee reports to Gen. 
Jackson that he is anxious to •get out as many as 
possible from the Six Towns as their attachment to 
the u.s. has been sometimes questioned." Arms and 
ammunition are being shipped to Fort Stoddert 
(Mount Vernon). 
Sept. 18th - Report to General Jackson on Six 
Towns deployment to Mobile and he predicts that 
2,000 will meet them in Mobile by October 7. 
Oct. 3rd - Reply from Gen. Jackson's Aid de Camp 
with instructions that "the Indians assembling at 
Mount Vernon, are to be mustered into service on 
the same footing, in the same numbers and with the 
same proportion of officers and non-commissioned 
officers, as the regular troops of the U.S. 
Dec. 15 - Gen. Jackson authorizes P~er Jusong 
(Pierre Juzan) to raise as many Choctaw Indians as 
will enter the Service of the U.S. 

October 12 - Letter from Capt. Jas. E. Dinkins, 3d 
Infty., Mt. Vernon, (AL) to Major Gen. A. Jack~on, 
Comd 7th M. Dist. Record LPP6 Peter Brannon's 
Scrapbook, "South Around to Cross Ellicott's 
Line,• 1938, Alabama Archives & History. Capt. 
Dinkins reports on number of Choctaw warriors and 
that "Laflo (LaFlore) and the leaders McCurtin and 
Pai-a-menqo have petitioned to go to Mobile on 
business." Laflore, McCurtain and Pia Mingo are 
ancestral leaders of Choctaws in Alabama, whose 
descendants are among contemporary MOWA Band of 
Choctaws. 
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1814-1815 

1815-1828 

1816 

1818-1830 

1820 

1824 

1825 

603 

Rolls of Capt. Pushmattahaw's Company. of Choctaw 
Warriors in the service of the United States. 
Choctaw who fought in War of 1812 petitioned for 
payment of pension. Ancestors of petitioners: 
Pia-mingo, William Andrews (Andre), Charles Juzan, 
Iltanabbe, Elahotubbee (Elitubbee), Iou-a-cha 
(Hou-cha), Alabama Dept. of Archives and History. 

Thomas P. Abernathy, The Formative Period in 
Alabama. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama 
Press, 1965. 

Treaty with the Choctaw, Fort St. Stephens. 
Confirming prior cession. Ancestors of 
petitioners who signed are Bob Cole, Hoopoieemiko 
(Opi-o-mingo); witness, Turner Brashear. 

H. S. Halbert Papers. Folder No. 178. Alabama 
Dept. of Archives and History. Choctaw Schools 
sponsored by the in. s. Government. Lists schools 
and number of scholars. George Reed attended 
Juzan's school located near Mississippi-Alabama 
state line, under Rev. Alfred Wright. See also: H. 
B. Cushman. History of the Choctaw, Chickasaw and 
Natchez Indians, Greenville, Texas: Headlight 
Printing House, 1899, p. 70-91. American Baptist 
Magazine, Vol. 8, 275. Boston: Lincoln & Edmonds, 
1828. 

Treaty with the Choctaw, Doak's Stand. Provisions 
made for those who wish to remain. Ancestors of 
petitioners who signed; Bob Cole, John Frazier, 
Capt. Red Bird; 5,169,788 acres ceded to U.S.l825 
Treaty with the Choctaw. Provisions made for 
Choctaws who desired to remain. Signed by Robert 
Cole, Nittuckachee. 

Papers of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, Houghton Library of Harvard 
University. Microfilm, Unit 6, Reel 757, frame 
284. "Mr. Wright has spent more than two fifths of 
his sabbaths from home: nine at Mayhew and Emmaus, 
and nine in the settlements in Washington Co., 
Ala., in Wayne and Bainbridge Co., Missi. In the 
settlements, he found the congregations 
respectable for numbers and attention to the 
Word. • 

Governors papers - Israel Pickens, SG 4162, Folder 
8, Alabama Archives & History. 
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1830 

1830 

1830 

1831 
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February 12, State v. Manual a Cboctaw, Indictment 
for Murder, application for a pardon, and 
accompanying letter. 
February 17, Letter from Judge Abner Lipscomb to 

, Governor Israel Pickens--"At the late special term 
of the Court fo~ Mobile county, Manual a Choctaw 
Indian was conv~cted of the murder of a slave 
belonging to Wm. Dubroca. The jury recommended 
him to mercy. It is not clear from the testimony, 
that he ought to have been found guilty; the 
deceased was considered as a convalescent out of 
danger from the wound, when he ventured to walk 
before he had sufficiently recovered from the 
dibility consequent on the wound, he received a 
fall which produced a tetynus(?) that proved 
fatal. Such as the state of his case, as 
testified by an eminent surgeon. P.S. He was 
sentenced to be executed on the 1st Monday in 
March. • 

Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, 1830. This was 
the final removal treaty. All Choctaws were to be 
removed West except those who signed up for 
reserves under Article 14. 

H. s. Halbert. •story of the Treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit,• Publications of the Mississippi 
Historical Society, vol. 6, 1902, p. 373-401. 
Halbert describes each day at treaty grounds, the 
speakers and actions. 

American State Papers. rublic Lands. Doc. No. 
1230, 23:1 "In Relation to the Location of 
Reservations under the Choctaw Treaty of the 27th 
of September, 1830. p. 1-139. This document is 
commonly known as the "Armstrong Roll." 

(approved 1836) List of Approved Locations under 
Choctaw Treaty, 1830. NARC RG75 Dept. of 
Interior. See list at year 1881. 

"Register of Choctaw Names, as entered by the 
Agent previous to the 24th 1831, who wish to 
become citizens according to a provision of the 
treaty of 1830"; plus list, "Registered for five 
years• giving residence of reservee. NARC, RG 75, 
Entry No. 267, Records Relating to Indian Removal, 
Records of the Bureau ofindian Affairs, 
Miscellaneous Collection, 1825-58. The Brashears 

_listed here are ancestors of MOWAs. 
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1831 

1831 

1831-1834 

1833 

1833 

1834 
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Document No. 1315, American State Papers. PUblic 
Lands, p. 641, No. 15, "List of names of those 
warriors who fought under General Wayne, and also 
the names of the orphans in the Northeastern 
district. Kachiloke, parent with two brothers. 
Kachiloke (Kalioka) mother of Rose Gaines, left 
Alabama with two sons, and apparently died before 
this list was taken in 1831. 

H. s. Halbert, •The Last Indian Council on Noxubee 
Rivers.• Mississippi Historical Society 
Pyblicatiops, Vol. 4, 1901, p. 271-280. Describes 
the feelings of the Choctaws who oppposed moving 
West, specifically the •six Towns who were opposed 
to the treaty and declared that they would not go 
west.• Elatubbee (Tom Gibson) was present. 
Franklin L. Riley. "Choctaw Land Claims," MHSP, 
Vol. 8, 1904, p. 345 - 395. Discusses origin of 
the Choctaw claim: Article 14 of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek Treaty. John Williams. "The Removal of the 
Mississippi Choctaws.• MHSP, Vol. 8, 1904, p. 397 
• 426. 

Document 512. 23rd Cong., 1st Cess. 
Correspondence of the emigration of Indians, 
Choctaws. Names of MOWA ancestors begin on p. 362 
with George S. Gaines, Superintendent. Abstracted 
names typed sent with original petition. 

H. S. Halbert Collection, Folder No. 90, Alabama 
Department of Archives & History, p. 45·47. 
Describes council meeting in "Nittakechi's . 
District, whose leading chief was Red Post Oak. A 
full council was held in this district on 
September 18, (1833) in which the Indians 
announced through their .headmen their unalterable 
determination to remain in Mississippi. wishing 
to have nothing more to do with the government 
agents the Indians of this district then left 
their homes, some going to Mobile, and others to 
different parts of Mississippi, where they hired 
themselves to pick cotton for the planters.• 

James Stuart, Tbree Years in North America, Vol. 
II, New York: J & J Harper, 1833, p. 122-123. 

American State Papers, Public Lands. Doc. 1315, 
23rd Conq., 2nd Sess. Claims to Choctaw 
Reservations, p. 648: Petition of Alexander 
Brashears, et al, for claims under Art. 14, 
Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty. Alexander Brashears 
was living in Sumter County, Alabama at the time 
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1835 

1836-1977 

1836 

1836-37 

1838 
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of Treaty, in is listed in 1840 u.s. Census of 
Sumter County, AL; in 1850 u.s. Census, he and his 
family are listed in Mobile County, AL and his 
descendants are on MOWA roll. 

Also, p. 641, No. 15: "List of names of those 
warriors who fought under General Wayne, and also 
the names of the orphans in the Northeastern 
district.• Kachihoke is listed as parent with two 
boys, names unknown. Oral history says that 
Kalioka and two boys, Jerry and Isaac Gaines went 
west;Jerry Gaines was eventually registered in 
Indian Territory as Choctaw. The similarity of 
names and circumstances confirm oral history. 

Treaty with the Choctaw for safe passage through 
Indian Country. 

Land records of Mobile and Washington County. 
Original entry of petitioners ancestors, with 
sample sections traced to current owner. 

American State Papers, Public Lan4s. Doc. 1523, 
24:1. •on Claims to Reservations under the 
Fourteenth Article of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek, with the Choctaw Indians. Communicated to 
the Rouse of Representatives, May 11, 1836. Pages 
672-696 relates to claimS of Choctaws in Alabama, 
some of whom are ancestors of MOWA Choctaws. 

Muster Rolls of Choctaws who fought for the U.S. 
Government against the Creeks, requested from the 
National Archives and Records Service by Alabama 
Department of Archives & History. Located in 
Public Information Subject File: Alabama at war, 
2nd Creek War, SG 13379. EXamples of ancestors 
of MOWA are Nittachache, Pierre Juzan, William 
Colbert, James Gibson. 

Testimony of Kish um us tubbee, Case No. 254, 
NARC, RG 75, Entry No. 270 Evidence, 1837-38. 
Kish um us tubbee gives an account of the French 
settling at the confluence of the Tombigbee and 
Alabama Rivers. He described trading with the 
French, who were followed by the British, then the 
Spaniards and finally the Americans. He was a 
member of Talla Town, one of the Six Towns; his 
leader was Chishehoma (Capt. Red Post Oak). This 
document shows contact with Europeans and 
continuity of time and place. 
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1839 

1840s 

1840-1850 

1843 

1844 

1844 
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Testimony of Tah pa none cheu, Case No. 223. This 
testimony tells the story of what happened when 
Chishahoma tried to register all the people of the 
Six Towns; each town is listed with head man and 
his people. Elah-Tubbee (Chief Tom Gibson) was 
leader of Killish: tumaha Town {English Town);he 
had heard of one of the Six Towns, who belonged to 
English Town, who went west of the river, and came 
back, and died at Mobile, the year before. 

Minute Book A, washington County, Alabama, Orphans 
Court Record. Petition for dower Rights by Pheba 
Juzan, widow of Charles Juzan. Deed Book I, 
Washington County, Alabama, p. 168. Pierre Juzan 
deed subject to relinquishment of dower Rights by 
his wife, Eliza 

10 Ala. 630. Brashear v. Williams, 11 Ala. 826 
wall v. Williams, "The act of 1832 extending the 
jurisdiction of this State over the Indj.an 
territory does not• ... take from a reservee, his 
citizenship as a Choctaw--the treaty securing the 
right of resuming his status in the tribe at 
pleasure and the right to live under his own laws 
and customs.• (Sovereignty) This case has been 
quoted involving issues on Indian marriage and 
inheritance, acting as precedent in 32 cases 
through 1979. 

Gordon Taylor Cleveland,•social Conditions in 
Alabama as Seen by Travelers, 1840-1850, Part I." 
Alabama Review, Vol. II, No., 1, January 1949, 3-
23. 

John Francis Hamtramck Claiborne Papers, No. 151 
in the Southern Historical Collection at the 
Unviersity of North carolina Library, Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina. "Testimony of Greenwood LeFlore, 
a witness summoned on the part of the in. s. Board 
of Choctaw Commissioners. Defines Choctaw customs 
of marriage, adoption of orphans, counting by 
sticks, and 14th Article claims. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 185, Letters Received, 
Choctaws Emigration, Frame No. 903-908. From 
George s. Gaines, Commissioner, to T. Hartley 
Crawford, Commissioner of Indian Affairs report on 
number of Choctaws left in Southeast. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Choctaws Emigration, Roll 185, 
Frame No. 903-908. From George S. Gaines, 
Commissioner, to T. Hartl~y Crawford, Commissioner 

10 



1844 

1845 

008 

of Indian Affairs report on number of Choctaws 
left in Southeast. Gaines reported "The south 
Eastern Indians known as the six Towns under the 
influence of capts. Oak-lah-bee and Post-Oak ... 
. number about 2000." 

U.S. Court of Claims files, NARC, RG 123, reflect 
the ease of the Choctaw Nation of Indians v. the 
United States, case number 12742, p. 295 -­
EXcerpt from Letter from wm. Wilkins, Secretary of 
War to the President of the U.S."Fourteen years 
have passed since the ratification of the treaty, 
and many honest claimants are as far from having 
what was due them by the treaty as when Ward 
refused to register the names of some, and 
destroyed the register of names of others, 
although Congress has passed three remedial laws 
on the subject. My solicitude is to have the 
treaty executed, and to effect and emigration of 
the remaining Choctaws in Mississippi and Alabama, 
and to administer the laws with justice and 
humanity.• 

Page 815 -817 - General deposition of Eli tub-bee, 
alias Tom Gibson regarding Six Towns Choctaws "who 
wished to take the benefits of the five years' 
stay.• Chief Tom Gibson is an ancestral leader of 
the MOWA Choctaws. 

Also p. 818-821 "Allen Yates, of Washington 
County, State of Alabama, a witness on the part of 
Captain Red Post Oak, alias Chish-ah-ho-ma, and 
company, of the Six Town tribe of Choctaw 
Indians.• Yates testified that Col. Ward would 
not register the Six Town Choctaws because "there 
were too many of them.• The MOWA Choctaws descend 
from the Six Town Choctaws. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 185, Letters Received by 
the OIA, Choctaw Agency, Emigration, Frame No. 
1088: Letter from wm. Armstrong, Acting 
Superintendent to T. Hartly Crawford, Commissioner 
Indian Affairs, Nov. 9. Mr. Armstrong has 
problems getting Choctaws to emigrate because they 
•wander off, some to the swamps in pursuit of 
game, others to Mobile •.•• • 

Frame No. 1094·1095: Letter from Wm. Armstrong, 
Acting Superintendent to w. Medill, Commissioner 
Indian Affairs, Nov. 26 reports that "those chiefs 
who are present say that their people are 
scattered over a wide extent of country some of 
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them being 200 miles off." And "The white 
population generally are not interested in getting 
them off as the lands they occupy arecomparatively 
worthless. On the other hand many are desirous 
of keeping them to labor in their cotton fields.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 188, fr. no. 226, Choctaw 
Agency, Emigration, April 27, 1847. The Six Towns 
of Intoomlaski party: "Since the time of 1830 the 
Choctaws who remained in Miss. has been left to 
follow there own inclination, the greater part of 
them leading vagrant lives wandering not only 
through the state but generally in Louisiana and 
the southern part of Alabama and deriving a 
precarious subsistence by hunting and fishing in 
swamps. They number according to the opinion of 
the best judge about 3,000 souls including between 
2 and 300 who have wandered off to the seashore 
between Mobile and New Orleans. The result of my 
observation from intercourse with them is that 
they will be got off with great difficulty. This 
owing to various causes.• 

NARC. RG 75, M234, Roll 171, Letters Received by 
O!A, Choctaw Agency, 1839-51, Frame No. 642-648. 
Petition of One Hundred Principal men from a 
remnant of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians, residing 
in Mississippi, but currently living in Mobile, 
Alabama, requesting an agent of their own choice, 
Mr. William Fisher of Mobile "who has been our 
friend, understands our language & wants.• They 
request that Mr. George S. Gains intercede for 
them in Washington. Supporting letters from 
Mobile residents accompany petition. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 58, Letters 
Received by the OIA, Choctaw Agency, Emigration, 
February 10, 1850. "Emigration of Six Towns 
Choctaws in Mobile and improper interference of 
Fisher and Lewis; also, states that 233 Indians 
have emigrated. Letter from H. L. Scott, 
Assistant Superintendent of Choctaws to Hon. 
Orlando Brown, Commissioner, Indian Affairs. 

Reed's Chapel Church. First Church built in 1850; 
first record of Baptist work among South Alabama 
Indians began in 1880; Records of Southern 
Baptists, Samford University Special Collections 
begin in 1918 and refer to petitioners as •south 
Alabama Indians.• Oral histories about each church 
support annual reports of Baptists. 
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Harriet E. Amos, Cotton Citya Urban Development 
in Antebell- Mobile. University of Alabama 
Press. 1985. (Copy from dissertation, p. 23-25.) 

Albert J. Pickett, History of Alaballla and 
Incidentally of Georgia and Mississippi, from the 
Earliest Period. Reprinted, Birmingham, AL: 
Birmingham Book and Magazine Co., 1962. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 99-101, 
Letters Received by the OIA, Choctaw Agency, 
Emigration. Karch 15, 1851. "Relative to Choctaw 
Emigrants, who upon arriving West & receiving 
their scrip, leave the country & return it is 
supposed to Mississippi. States causes 
influencing them in so doing, & suggests as the 
only remedy for the fraudulent procedure, is the 
closing of the emigration. Letter from John 
Drennen, Acting Supt., W.T. 

NARC, RG75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 46-49, Letters 
Received by the OIA, Choctaw Agency, Emigration. 
JUDe a, 1851, •states views in regard to Choctaw 
removal--says J.J. Smith & E. s. Mitchell desire 
to make a proposition. Letter from Thomson 
McKenney to Bon. Luke Lea, Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 191-193. July 
14, 1851, "Emigration of Choctaws delayed by 
appearance of cholera; citizens will use force if 
necessary to get rid of Choctaws. Letter from H. 
S. Scott, Ass't supt, Choc. Removal to Hon.L. Lea, 
Com. Ind. Affairs. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 171, Letters Received by 
OIA,Choctaw Agency, 1839-51, series of letters 
from James Y. Blocker to Hon. Luke Lea, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Frame No. 738-740, 
Letter from Mobile, Rov. 6, 1851 requesting 
information to scrip to which Six Town Choctaws 
are entitled because he thinks they are being 
defrauded by unscrupulous agents. He reports that 
100 to 150 Indians are in vicinity. 

Frame No. 741-743, Mobile, Rov. 11, 1851. 
Describes plight of remnant Six Town tribe of 
Choctaws being swindled out of their scrip through 
intimidation and threats. Blocker wrote to Hon. 
John Bragg, his congressman asking for help. The 
several hundred Indians were determined to remain 
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in vicinity of Mobile until instructions were 
received from the congressman. 

Frame No. 747-750, Mobile, Nov. 27, 1851. 
•Reports that several hundred more Indians have 
come to vicinity and anxiously wait for 
instructions from the government. Further 
complaints are issued against fraudulent agents. 

Frame No. 755·765, House of Representatives, J. 
Bragg,Dec. 29, 1851. Letter from Bragg with 
several enclosures supporting the appointment of 
William Fisher of Mobile as agent. The mayor of 
Mobile, John Seawall, helped Six Town Choctaws 
prepare a petition which was signed by 60 men, 45 
widows and 4 children by mark. Their marks were 
attested to by John Seawell and Felix Andry. In 
addition 17 citizens of Mobile testified in behalf 
of William Fisher. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 171, fr. no. 752-753, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Agency. December 15, 
1851, •Blocker has had interviews with Choctaws in 
Mobile and made known to them contents of letter 
of Office of Indian Affairs about their Scrip. 
About 500 are assembled and expect their scrip-­
Suggests that it be paid immediately. Letter from 
James w. Blocker of Mobile to Hon. L. Lea, Com. 
Indian Affairs written on behalf of Choctaws in 
Mobile.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 171, fr. no. 726-737 and 
745·746, Letters Received, Choctaw Agency. June, 
Aug. and Dec., 1851, •series of letters regarding 
the appointment of special agent to pay out scrip. 
L. Lea, Com. of Indian Affairs appointed William 
H. Bowman when it should have been James H. 
Bowman. William went ahead and paid out scrip, 
James is trying to get it back and straighten out 
confusion of appointment and get scrip turned over 
to him. William sent 908 certificates or pieces 
of scrip to him; James wrote a receipt for it. He 
issued some scrip to the Indians and believed that 
they might be more willing to emigrate west of the 
Mississippi." 

NARC, RG 75, M2l, Roll 45, page nos. 230-231, 
309, Letters Sent from OIA. Nov. 20 & Dec. 24, 
1851, "L. Lea, Com. Indian Affairs wrote to James 
H.Bowman enclosing letters from James Y. Blocker 
of Mobile charging Bowman with defrauding the 
Choctaw Indians in the vicinity of Mobile. Lea 
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also wrote to Blocker informing him that he had 
instructed Bowman to stop paying out scrip and to 
make a report of his proceedings. Lea then wrote 
to F. s. Hunt, Agent to Choctaws re: the charges 
of fraud directing him to investigate the matter 
and report to the Department; also to recover any 
scrip still in possession of Bowman and hold it 
subject to order of Department.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr: no. 295-300, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
JeDWIZJ' 7, 185:Z, "F. S. Hunt reports to L. Lea, 
Com. Indian Affairs that he has receiv~d 11 pieces 
of Scrip from Mr. Bowman; will proceed to Mobile, 
a party of Indians there preparing to emigrate; 
will afford Mr. Blocker facilities in his 
investigation. Enc. copy of a letter of J.H. 
Bowman and statement of A.P. Hurst relative to 
alleged abuses in delivery of scrip." 

NARC, RG 75, M21, Roll 45, fr. no. 173-174, 
Letters Sent by the OIA. January 9, 1852, 
"Letters Sent from L. Lea, Com. Indian Affairs to 
Major F. S. Hunt instructing him to get Fisher to 
use his influence to get Choctaws to emigrate. 
Letter to Ron. John Bragg, House of Reps. in 
regard to Mayor Seawell's letter regarding 
Choctaws in Mobile and •suggests that Mr. Fisher, 
if so disposed, can turD his influ-ce vi th those 
IDdiana still living in the southern portion of 
Al~, to profitable account by undertaking to 
emigrate them to the country provided for their 
tribe west of Arkansas. Allowance for emigrating 
each Indian has increased from $26 to $35 per 
head." 

\ 
NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 301-302, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
January 22, 1852, "F.S. Hunt reports to L. Lea 
that he will write to Mr. Fisher about the 
business mentioned by Messrs. Bragg and Seawell-­
will visit Indians about Mobile--thinks they are 
not entitled to scrip.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 222-224, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
January 28, 1852, "At the request of a remnant of 
Choctaws East, communicates their dissatisfaction 
with the appt. of Mr. Hunt as Supt. of Removal-­
They -t 11'11. l'i.she.r for thei.r aqent. Letter from 
James Y. Blocker of Mobile to Ron. Luke Lea, Com. 
Indian Affairs. Note written on cover •qive these 
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Indians to understand that this office will not 
appoint Hr. Fisher agent. Major aunt (remainder 
illegible)" 

NARC, RG 75, M2l, Roll 45, fr. no. 207, Letters 
Sent by OIA. February 9, 1852, "Letter Sent by L. 
Lea to James Y. Blocker in Mobile informing him 
that wa. Fisher can emigrate Choctaws if he wants 
to because "those Indians (who can never prosper 
while living~ of the Mississippi)." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, fr. no. 62-66, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Agency. February 25, 
1852, "F. S. Hunt reports on investigation of J. 
H. Bowman in paying out scrip. Mr. Bowman says 
the charges are false and that the Indians do not 
understand the whole business. He explains the 
procedure of paying attorneys for signing up the 
Indians and states that the Indians will get their 
share of money when they emigrate west. Report 
specifically relates to problems in Madisonville, 
MS, but explains that he will go on to Mobile. 
Letters Received by Luke Lea, Com. Indian 
Affairs.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 225-226, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Emigration. March 29, 
1852, "James Y. Blocker writes from Mobile stating 
that if the department will appoint J. Perrine, & 
w. Fisher or himself, or all three, agents--500 to 
1000 Choctaws shall be removed to Ft. Smith by 1st 
of June.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, fr. no. 67-72, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Agency. April 7, 1852, 
"J. H. Bowman submitted list of Choctaw Scrip paid 
out, error was made, aunt wrote back saying "allow 
me to remark as to the two pieces short, that, in 
my opinion, they were paid out but omitted to be 
entered as there was frequently a great press of 
business, as well as much noise & confusion during 
the payment. If there had been an omission of the 
kind the agents who claimed the scrip & who were 
always present, would have noticed it.• Luke Lea 
wrote to Bowman regarding the missing scrip. 
Eleven pieces of scrip were paid out; names of 
Indians listed, with certificate number and number 
of acres.• 

NARC, RG 75, M2l, Roll 46, p. 26, Letters Sent by 
OIA. Apri~ 7, 1852, "Letters Sent by L. Lea, Com. 
Indian Affairs to James Y. Blocker in Mobile 
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advising the amount of compensation paid for each 
Choctaw emigrated to the west, and that no 
"Emigrating Agent• will be appointed and that if 
he and others want to get into the business of 
emigrating Choctaws to please contact F: s. Hunt, 
Superintendent, Jackson, Mississippi." · 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 227-232, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Emigration. April 20, 
1852, "Ron. John Bragg, U.S. Representative 
writes to Luke Lea regarding Choctaws in Alabama 
and encloses letter of John Sewell, Mayor of 
Mobile, who writes letter in behalf of Choctaws in 
Alabama stating their dissatisfaction with Mr. 
Hunt, want Mr. Fisher as their agent. Note on 
cover:["Sent copies of both to Maj. F.S. Hunt, 
April 24, 1852, for his information."]" 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 334-347, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Emigration. June 18, 
1852, "F. S. Hunt writes to L. Lea sending letter 
Hunt wrote to J. Seawell, Mayor of Mobile, and the 
reply thereto relative to scrip business 
dissatisfaction of the Indians with Govt. Agents, 
emigration. A full (and heated) explanation is 
given from Hunt and Seawell." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, fr. no. 44-47, 
Letters Received, Choctaw Agency. August 17, 
1852, "Petition in behalf of all the Indians of 
south Alabama of the Choctaw Nation who complain 
that Gov't agents & others want to defraud them of 
their Scrip & rights. From Mobile, Alabama." 

Letters Received by the Office of Indian Affairs, 
NARC Microfilm 234, Roll 172, Choctaw Agency West, 
1852. 

Subject: "Petition in behalf of all the Indians 
in South Alabama of the Choctaw nation who 
complain that Government Agents (illegible) to 
defraud them of their script rights.• Over 400 
Choctaws residing in Southern Alabama and near 
Mobile ... "who do not wish to emigrate but to 
remain where we are and become citizens." To Hon. 
Millard Fillmore, President of the U.S. from four 
Choctaws who "signed in behalf of all the Indians 
of South Alabama of the Choctaw Nation." Signers 
by Mark •x• were was Hollinautabbe, Roucha, 
Ilatambe', and Meha. 
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Subject: "Report of F. S. Hunt of his 
investigation of charges made against James N. 
Bowman, late official agent for paying out Choctaw 
Scrip, with accompanying papers. To Hon. Luke 
Lea, Commissioner of Indian Affairs." Report on 
Sixtowns Choctaws in Mobile; mentions Felix 
(Andry) and Indian wife, Lewis and Indian wife and 
Gibson. 

Letters Received by the Office of Indian Affairs, 
NARC Microfilm 234, Roll 172, Choctaw Agency west, 
rebruary 25, 1853. "In relation to a claim of a 
remnant of Choctaw Indians--made by Mr. Felix s. 
Andry"--Letter from D. McVoy, M.D. of Mobile to 
Hon. A. H. H. Stewart, Secretary of the Interior. 
"Over 400 Choctaws living in the neighborhood 
. are altogether unwilling to remove West and wish 
to become citizens of this region.• 

NARC, RG 75, M21, Roll 147, fr. nos. 109, 191, 225 
May 9, JUne 28, and Aug. 4, 1853, "Letters Sent by 
Geo. w. Manypenny, Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
to F. S. Hunt, Ass't Supt. Choctaw Removal, 
Jackson MS stating that the Dept. of Interior is 
•suspending any further purblic service in 
relation to the removal of the Choctaw Indians, 
and Hunt's services as removal agent will be 
dispensed with on receipt of letter." Next letter 
acknowledges receipt of final accounts from Hunt; 
next letter states that examination of Hunt's 
accounts have been suspended in consequence of the 
informal manner in which they have been presented 
-- emigration vouchers are incomplete and Hunt 
must file evidence of actual emigration of 
Choctaws West.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, fr. no. 176-179, 
Letters Received by OIA. May 24, 1853, "Douglas 
H. Cooper, newly appointed Choctaw Agent, has 
qualified and submitted his bond. Submits remarks 
about Choctaw emigration and fraud. Indians who 
have removed are returning East.• 

NARC, RG75, M234, Roll 172, fr. nos. 183·188, 
Letters Received by .OIA. JUne 10, 1853, "Douglas 
H. Cooper gives notice of his arrival at the 
"Choctaw Agency• West--wants instruction relative 
to the payment of the Indians. Letter to Hon. 
Robt. McClelland, OIA." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, fr. no. 191-196, 
Letters Received by OIA. JUne 18, 1853, "Douglas 
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H. Cooper reports situation of affairs at the 
Choctaw Agency to Hon. Robt. McClelland. He 
explains in detail how fraud is perpetrated by 
emigrators and Indians; also, explains how Indians 
wind up with no money." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 402·404, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. July 
30, 1853, "Douglas H. Coopers encloses notes made 
at the time of holding conversation with Col. 
Fletcher, ex·chief, a Choctaw in relation to 
Choctaw Emigration; refers to what happened under 
F. s. Hunt in Miss. and Mobile, AL." 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 441·442, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
A~guat 4, 1853, "Letter expressing frauds 
practiced by the white men and Indians in Choctaw 
Emigration.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 172, Frame No. 222·225, 
Letters Received by the OIA, Choctaw Agency. • 
Letter from Douglas H. Cooper, Agent for Choctaws 
to Geo. W. Manypenny, Commissioner Indian Affairs, 
Sept. 8, 1853. •cooper asks for instructions as to 
which law ~s applicable in payments to Choctaw 
claimants, Choctaw law or state law. He states 
"because the Choctaws who are wandering East of 
the Mississippi can hardly be considered residents 
of any particular state being sometimes in 
Mississippi, sometimes in A1abama and frequently 
in Louisiana.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 471-472, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. Nov. 
25, 1853, "R. w. Lewis of MObile writes to F. s. 
Hunt regarding emigration; says he has Indians 
ready to emigrate. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 385·387, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
Deceaber 6, 1853, "John E. Fisher writes to Ron. 
B. Fitzpatrick (U.S. Senator from Alabama) 
requesting information on whether the emigration 
of Choctaws will be revived as he has a friend in 
the business. 

Frederic Bremer, Tbe Homes of the New World: 
Impressions of America (1847-1849), Vol II, New 
York, 1853; Her sketch (drawing) of Choctaws in 
1851 in Mobile Public Library-Local Division. 
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Painting of Julia Laurendine, Choctaw "chumpa 
girl" is in Mobile City Museum in Indian room. 

Records in Washington County Probate Office 
relating to ancestors of petitioners. Asbtracted. 

Mobile County School Records. Before Civil War, 
ancestors of petitioners were trustees in local 
schools; after Civil War their schools were 
classified as nonwhite. Records are abstracted 
from Mobile County School Board Minutes, Mobile, 
Al. 

"Indians Immigrating,• February 24; "Off for the 
Great West,• July 1, Mobile Advertiser, 1854. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 605-606, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
January 20, 1854, "William Fisher wrote to Col. P. 
(Philip) Phillips of Alabama requesting 
appointment as agent to emigrate Indians around 
Mobile.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 173, fr. no. 276-278, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Agency. April 6, 
1854, "P. P. Pitchlynn & others, Choctaw 
Delegation think it would be proper to charge the 
u.s. Agent for the Choctaws, with the general 
Superintendence & management of collecting 
wandering Choctaws in the different states and 
settling them in the Nation West of the Mississi. 
river, with authority to procure the aid of such 
suitable persons as be necessary.• 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 550, Letters 
Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. July 27, 
1854, "NOTICE to submit sealed proposals for 
furnishing subsistence for the term of 12 months; 
must put up a $10,000 performance bond; Agent 
Cooper retains the right to reject bids and 
terminate contracts not in best interests of U.S. 
Government.• 

NARC RG 75, M21, Roll 50, fr. no. 72, Letters Sent 
by OIA. October 5, 1854, "Letter sent to D. H. 
Cooper from Charles E. Mix, Acting Commissioner, 
enclosing copy of letter of J.W. Zacharie of 
Arkansas who states "that large bands of Choctaws 
are passing through this place (Hot Springs, 
Arkansas) on their return to tha.States of 
Mississippi & Alabama--and further he is led to 
believe that there is some fraud going on against 
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the Government.• He reminds him that he has been 
told of similar situations before and to 
investigate the situation. 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. no. 609-610, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Emigration. 
Septeaber 8, 1854,"Letter from Mr. Zacharia in 
Arkansas stating that large numbers of the Choctaw 
Indians are returning via that point to the states 
of Mississippi and Alabama & that the contractors 
for their removal went out with them, suggests 
fraud, &c. said contractor's name was Fisher.• 

Prieur Jay Higginbotham. The M9bile Indians, 
Mobile, Alabama, 1966. p. 80 • ... just before and 
after the Civil War, there was a small Indian 
settlement on Spring Hill Avenue just east of the 
present Spring Hill College.• Also, Choctaws ... 
lived around Mount Vernon until about 1830." 
Higginbotham is describing the location where 
William Fisher lived "about one mile west of the 
city."(NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 187, fr. No.222-
224, Letters Received, Choctaw Emigration.) 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 174, fr. no. 111-112, 
Letters Received by OIA, Choctaw Agency. Aug. 16, 
1855, "Douglas H. Cooper responds to letter from 
J. w. Zacharia, relative to the return of Fisher 
and a party of Choctaws to Miss.• 

Charles Lanman, Adventures in th& Wilds: The u. 
S. and British America, Vol. 2, 1856. p. 190-197, 
"The number of Indians who spend much of their 
time in Mobile, but who live in the neighboring 
pine woods, is estimated at 1,000.• 

NARC, RG75, M234, Roll 174, Letters Received, 
Choctaw Agency: Letters from D. H. Cooper 
reporting on his trip East to enroll Choctaws. 
Letter topics and citation follow: 

fr. no. 329: February 20, 1856 -- Cooper reports 
from Monclava, MS, his arrival in Missi. to take 
the census of Eastern Choctaws--desires to report 
the result in person to this office &c 

fr. no. 331: March 31, 1856 -- Cooper reports 
from Okahatta, MS, that he has been encamped at 
this place for the last week, headquarters of the 
Chunk& Clan engaged in making payments to the 
Choctaws of money due them on a;c of awards under 
the 14th Art. Treaty of 1830. --thinks he will be 
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in New Orleans by the 1st of May, where an 
official letter will reach him directed to John 
Heald or Heald Massie & Co. 

fr. no. 333: May 3, 1856 ·- Cooper reports from 
New Orleans, ackn. letter of Commr. rel. to his 
assignment to Chickasaw Agency --makes statement 
rel. to location of the agency at Miss, it or some 
other point convenient & for the two tribes, his 
new bound journey west &c. Last paragraph: "After 
remaining here a few days to see a party of 
Choctaws, who ran off from me when here before, 
(under the false idea that I had come to tie them 
& put them on boat & take them to Arkansas"). 

fr. no. 339: May 25, 1856 -- Cooper reports from 
Hillsboro, Scott Co., MS, on completion of the 
Census of Eastern Choctaws and the payment of 
awards under the 14th art. of the Treaty of 1830, 
due such of them as could be fully identified. He 
was on his way to his residence near Natchez and 
then to Choctaw Agency. Signed as Agent for 
Choctaws and Chickasaws. 

NARC, RG 49, General Land Office Records, Claims, 
Choctaw Treaty, 1830, Report Book, Vol. 9, p. 330. 
Report on the aggregate number of Choctaws from 
Chas. E. Mix, Acting Commissioner, Department of 
the Interior, Office of Indian Affairs to Hon. Wm. 
R. Sebastian, Chairman Committee on Indian 
Affairs, U. S. Senate, JUne 7, 1856. Excerpt from 
page 2: "Agent Cooper was instructed on the 4th 
of April 1855 to ascertain the number still left 
in Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana. When last 
heard from he was engaged in the discharge of that 
duty, but has not so far reported the 
result. 

"Census Roll of Choctaw Families, residing East of 
the Mississippi River and in the States of 
Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama made by Douglas 
H. Cooper, U.S. Agent for Choctaws, in conformity 
with Order of Commissioner of Indian Affairs dated 
May the 23rd, 1855: {Commonly known as the Cooper 
roll). Entry No. 260, RG 75, NARC. Dated July 
26,1856. Signed by Douglas H. Cooper, U. S. 
Indian Agent. 

Copy of Original: •census Roll of Choctaw 
Families, Residing East of the Mississippi River 
and in the States of Mississippi, Louisiana and 
Alabama made by Douglas R. Cooper, U.S. Agent for 

22 



1856 

1859 

1860 

1860 

620 

Choctaws, in conformity with Order of Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs dated May the 23rd, 
1855•(commonly known as the Cooper Roll). Entry 
No. 260, RG 75, NARC. Page one and two list the 
Six Town Clan located in Jasper and Newton 
Counties Mississippi and Mobile, Alabama. Last 
page of report: "Recapitulation, showing No. of 
Men, Women and Children, No. of families and 
places of abode.• The Six Town Clan was comprised 
of 129 men, 191 women, 194 children for a total of 
514 or 96 families living in Jasper & Newton 
Counties, Mississippi and Mobile, Alabama. Dated 
JUly 26, 1856. Signed by Douglas H. Cooper. 

Census of Eastern Choctaws Prepared by Douglas H. 
Cooper, U.S. Indian Agent, 1856. Most names are 
phonetically spelled in typed abstract; includes 
Elah-tubbe or Eli-Tubbee (Chief Tom Gibson). 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 175, Letter Received by 
OIA, Choctaw Agency, Frame No. 409·417. Series of 
letters and a petition "Hon. A. G. Brown, 0. s. 
Senate, refers letter to him from E. Rush Buckner 
of Mississippi on the subject of the removal of 
the Choctaws West, that remain in that stat, and 
asks if the Department needs such an agent as Mr. 
Buckner Speaks of.• Reply on Letter from Hon. Jon 
J. McRae to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
March 11, 1859: •I send this paper to be filed in 
the Indian Office. We have conferred fully upon 
the subject and you have informed me that the 
Gov't has no intention to make any furt:l:te:r re!llova1 
of Choctaws ..•. • 

NARC, RG 75, M234, Roll 176, Letters Received by 
OIA, Choctaw Agency, Frame No. 13-17 and 165-166. 
Jane 4, through Septe.ber 3, 1860. Series of 
letters requesting information on name and 
residence of Choctaw Agent. Reply from Charles E. 
Mix, Acting Commissioner, Office of Indian 
Affairs, Sept. 3, 1860 to Bon. wm. Barksdale of 
Columbus, Mississippi, responded "that no such 
agent has been appointed by the Department.• The 
Choctaw ancestors of the MOWA Band remained in 
Alabama and were recruited for the Confederacy. 
The majority of the men were killed, leaving the 
women and children in south Alabama. 

Caldwell Delaney, The Story of Mobile. Mobile, 
AL: Gill Printing Company 1953, p. 77·78. 
Describes Choctaws who lived at Choctaw Point in 
MObile before the Civil War. 
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s. G. Spann, Commander of Choctaw Forces, Mobile, 
Alabama, authorized by the Secretary of War to 
enlist all the Indians east of the Mississippi 
River into the service of the Confederate States 
as Scouts. The camp was located at the foot of 
Stone Street in Mobile. Sources from: ·Halbert, 
Folder No. 178, Alabama Department of Archives & 
History; Confederate Veteran, Vol. 8, 1905, 
Nashville, TN; Muster Roll of C~octaw Regiment, 
Mississippi Department of Archives & History. 

Captain Toomer's Company, Muster Roll, Chunchula, 
Alabama. An ethnic regiment of Choctaws and mixed­
blood Indians. Captain Toomer's Company Local 
Defense and Special Service Alabama (Chunchula 
Guards) subsequently became Co. G, 4 Alabama 
Reserves, Confederate. 

U.S. Census: Indians identifieq in Mobile County 
- 9. 

Rev. T. H. Ball, Clarke County, Alabama and its 
Surroundings, 1540-1877, Reprinted, Clarke County 
Historical Society, 1973, p. 95-98. Ball states 
that Choctaws continued to visit Mobile and sell 
firewood. 

U.S. Census: Indians identified in Mobile County-
19: in washington County - 2. 

NARC, RG 123, u.s. Court of Claims, General 
Jurisdiction Case Files, 1855-1939, Case No. 
12742: The Choctaw Nation of Indians v. The United 
States. All bound in one volume, totaling 1240 
pages. Depositions of Mowa ancestors confirm oral 
history. James Campbell, Alexander Brashears, 
Charles Frazier, Robert Cole, Peter Cole, 
EliTubbee, alias Tom Gibson, Pierre Juzan; also 
described the "Bay• Indians (name given to 
Choctaws who lived near Mobile Bay). 

H. S. Halbert, Folder No. 11, Choctaw Baptist 
Mission. Al. A & H. With the removal west, the 
Indian missions practically ceased. But, Baptist 
Mission among the Choctaws of Mississippi and 
Alabama began in 1882. Report of Rev. N. L. 
Clarke p. 41, "The Association in the session at 
Fellowship in 1891, appointed Brother Isham 
Johnston at labor at State Line ... these 
brethern, all Choctaws, accepted these 
appointments.•; Antiock Association in 1895 
appointed Charly Thomas to preach to the Indians 
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living on the Gulf Coast."; In 1904 the General 
Association resumed its work among the scattering 
bands that still cling to the land of their 
forefathers.• 

Frances Beverly, "The Red Man in Mobile History," 
Federal Writer's Project, 1930s, copy in Mobile 
Public Library-Local History, "As late as 1882, 
there were remnants of a tribe that spent every 
winter in Mobile. 

Papers of Edward Palmer. Note made April 6, 1884, 
in Mobile, "These Indians have a few of these 
mortars among them. (I) met a party in Mobile who 
informed me (that) they made them." Palmer was a 
scientist in the employ of the Bureau of American 
Ethnology, who made severel trips through Alabama 
in the period 1883-88, principally looking for 
mounds and archaeological finds. Collection 
located at Alabama Dept. of Archives and History. 
(AA&H) 

H. Austill, "White Man's Friend: Choctaw Chief, 
Pushmataha, A Native Great Man." The Daily 
Register, Mobile, Aug. 21, 1897. Choctaws seen on 
streets of Mobile. James M. Glenn, PH.D. 
"Indians Still Make Homes in South Alabama 
Counties: Familiar Figures in Small Towns." "The 
writer has seen members of the Choctaw tribes in 
upper Mobile County.• The Birmingham News, sunday, 
May 15, 1927. From Glenn Scrapbook in Alabama 
Dept. of Archives and History, entitled "Sketches 
of Alabama.•; also, Montgomery Advertiser, 
Wednesday, February 14, 15, 1951. 

U.S. Census (manuscript burned) population totals 
only available. Indians identified in Washington 
County - 0; in Mobile County - 402 (plus 384 
Apaches). 

Proposed Legislation for the Full-Blood and 
Identified Choctaws of Mississippi, Louisiana, and 
Alabama with Memorial Evidence, and Brief. 
Source: Indian Archives, Oklahoma Historical 
Society. 

NARC, RG 75, Central Classified Files, 1907-39, 
93927-1911-0 53 Choctaw. Supplement to McKennon 
Roll. Letter reporting names of Choctaws who were 
left off approved roll of Mississippi Choctaw 
Indians. 
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U.S. Census, Indians identified in washington 
County - 0; in Mobile County - 5. 

Enrollment in the five Civilized Tribes. Hearings 
before the Subcommittee of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, House of Representatives, on the Subject 
of Enrollment in the Five Civilized Tribes, having 
under consideration the following bills: 3389, 
3390 6537, 7926, 7974, 8007, 10066, 10140, 12586 
•The Mississippi Choctaws.~ Source: Library 
Oklahoma Historical Society. Contains List of 
Mississippi Choctaw Indians to whom patents were 
issued for land under the provisions of article 14 
of the Treaty of Sept. 27, 1830 (7 Stat. L, 333-
335); List of Mississippi Choctaw Indians in whose 
behalf scrip was issued under the provisions of 
the act of Congress of August 23, 1842 (5 Stat. 
L., 513) in lieu of land to which they were 
entitled under Article 14 of the Treaty of 
September 27, 1830. List of names and testimony 
of Mowa Ancestors. 

NARC, Entry 267, Box 4. "List of Persons whose 
names appear on Identification Roll of Mississippi 
Choctaws, approved by Act of June 28, 1898 (30 
Stat. L., 495), but who were not enrolled on the 
final rolls of Mississippi Choctaws entitled to 
allotments in the Choctaw nation under the 
provisions of the Act of July 1, 1903 (32 Stat. 
L., 641). Dawes Enrollment, they were identified 
as Mississippi Choctaws, but did not remove. 

Eastern Cherokee Applications of the u.s. Court of 
Claims. Microcopy 1104: Roll 333 - Application 
Nos. 43551-43700; Roll 320 - Application Nos. 
41601-41750; Also Appl Nos. 17390-17395 Abstract 
of names of ancestors of petitioners. 

u.s. Census, Indians identified in Washington 
County -172; in MObile County - 7. The original 
identification as "Indian~ was written over with 
the word •mixed." evidently by an official census 
taker of the United States. Also, marginal notes 
identified clusters of families in Fairford and 
Malcolm precincts in Washington County as "These 
people entered as mixed, are composed of Indian, 
of Spanish, some of them with French, some with 
white, and some with negro. The prevailing habits 
are IQdian. Called Cajan.• 

John R. Swanton. "Early History of the Creek 
Indians and their Neighbors.• Smithsonian 
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Institution, Bureau of American Ethnology. 
Bulletin No. 73, Washington: Government Printing 
Office. 1922. "Census returns of 1910 lists 
57 Indians in Alabama.• Also, "Choctaw Population 
Subsequent to 1834." 

Washington County School Records. Minutes of 
Washington County Board of Education, abstracted. 
These records reflect accomodations made by the 
school board for a third school system in the 
county for "Cajan• (Indian) children. 

u.s. Census, Indians identified in Washington 
County-10; in Mobile County-12. 

Birth and Death Certificates of MOWA, district No. 
14 - Registered No. 650014, Washington County, AL. 
Records of Washington County, Vital Statistics, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History. 
(abstracted) Racial designation varies: mixed, 
Cajan, Indian. Of the 110 births, only 3 were 
delivered by physicians; most were delivered by 
MOWA midwives: Clara Echols, Creasey Reed, Jane 
Reed, Mary Davis. Of the 41 deaths, 18 were buried 
In Reed's Chapel, 14 in Mcintosh. 

Reed v, State, Alabama Appellate Reports, Vol. 
18:353, 371. Reed testified that his ancestors 
were of Indian descent; witnesses--MOWA leaders-­
also testified that an earlier case --30 years 
earlier--had proven Indian ancestry of defendant. 
(1880s records of washington County were destroyed 
by fire.) 

Letter to Mrs. Kate C. Hagan, Mobile, Alabama, 
April 19, 1923 from Governor William W. Brandon 
re: Dossy Rivers case. Governors Papers (1923-
1927: Brandon), RC2:Gl56, Administrative files, 
Miscellaneous Correspondence, Alabama Department 
of Archives and History. Her letter was evidently 
sent to Hilary Herbert Holmes as it is not in the 
file. Members of the Rivers family say that Mrs. 
Hagan was •a social worker who wrote to Governor 
Brandon at the request of ancestral leaders of the 
MOWA community: Tom Byrd, Early Reed, Luke 
Rivers, George Lofton, Henry Eaton, Richard 
Rivers, George weaver, and Henry Davis. They said 
if he was killed that they were going to kill a 
hundred white people.• (Peter Rivers interview 
with Clasby Rivers, Mt. Vernon, Alabama, September 
20, 1991.) 
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Brandon Report. Hilary Herbert Holmes, "The so­
called Cajan Settlements in Southern part of 
Washington County, Alabama: (Indians)" A survey 
made for Governor William w. Brandon, Governor of 
the State of Alabama. Report was triggered by 
events leading to the murder of local deputy 
sheriff; refers to "descendants of Choctaws.• 

Reed v. State, Alabama Appellate Reports, Vol. 
20:496. Case brought against defendant is same as 
1922 case above. 

Weaver v. State, Alabama Appellate Reports, Vol. 
22:469. Case brought against defendant is same as 
1922 and 1925. 

Report of the Survey of Washington County Schools, 
School Year 1928-1929, Research and Survey Series 
Number 8, State of Alabama, Department of 
Education, Issued by Authority of the State Board 
of Education·~·. Locat. ed in Library, University of 
Montevallo, ical file, washington County, AL. 
Pages 6 and fine the problem of establishing a 
~ schoo syste~ in an already Constututionally 
mandated ~ school system. "It does not appear 
by what authority a superintendent of Education 
can pass judgment in cases where race is in 
question." Report concludes that the courts must 
decide. 

James M. Glenn, Ph.D. "Choctaw Indians: Familiar 
figures in small towns,• Birmingham News, May 15, 
1927. "The writer has seen members of the Choctaw 
tribes in upper Mobile County.• 

Lazenby, Marion Elias. History of Methodism in 
Alabama and West Florida, 1960, p. 736 and p. 
1105-6. "The work among the Cajans was first 
reported to the Annual Conference in 1928 by S. M. 
Baker, Extension Secretary of the Sunday School 
Board, who had begun the work there, after having 
the conditions of the Cajans called to his 
attention by the women of the Mobile District. 

Laura Frances Murphy, "Row Scarritt Students Spend 
Vacations," The Trained Lay Worker, Vol. II, No. 
5, December, 1929. 

Letter to Mrs. Marie Bankhead OWens from M. 
Sollie, April 15, 1930, Folder No. 324, "Cajuns", 
Container SG 6946, PIF-Gen.,AA&H. Sollie is 
requesting information on history of Cajuns to 
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prepare a memorial for presentation to the 
Legislature on the "educational cause and rights 
of the Cajuns, occupying Mobile, Choctaw and one 
other Alabama County.• In 1919 he was 
instrumental in securing $100,000 for their 
relief;modification of that revolving fund was 
made in the Acts of 1927, Section 11, $500,000 and 
Section 64, $100,000, Alabama School Code. women 
of the Methodist Church advocate this legislation. 

Annual Reports of the Woman's Missionary Council 
of the M8th9dist Episcopal Church South. 21st AP, 
p. 386; 22nd ~' 348; 25th~' p. 240. 

Letter from Dr. Robert C. Macy to Mrs. Marie B. 
OWen, Director of Archives & History, June 6, 
1930. Dr. Kacy writes from Atmore in answer to 
Mrs. OWen's request for information on Cajans in 
Escambia County. He states that he is working 
with Indians. From his letter and that of Mr. 
Sollie, apparently all Indians in Alabama were 
identified hy the public as cajans. 

Taylor v. Washington Coupty Board of Education, et 
~Circuit Court, washington county, Alabama, 
T. J. Bedsole, Judge of the Circuit Court, First 
Judicial Circuit. (Published in The Washington 
Coupty News. Chatom, AL, April 3, 1930) Students 
denied admission because of race. "The evidence 
in this case shows that the County Board adopted a 
resolution that the children known as the "Cajan" 
children should not beadmitted to the white 
schools.• 

u.s. Census, Indians identified in Washington 
County - 0; in Mobile County - 50. 

Laura Frances Murphy, "Byrd settlement--A New 
Field of Service• n.d. and "Among the Cajans of 
Alabama.• Missionary Voice, November, 1930; 
"Mobile County Cajans.• Alabama Historical 
Quarterly, Spring, 76·86, 1930. 

R. Clay Bailey, "The Strange Case of 
Alabama School Journal, April, 1931. 
refers to formation of triple school 
Washington County. 

the Cajans,• 
Article 

system in 

Horace Mann Bond, "Two Racial Islands in Alabama," 
American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 36, No. 4, 
552-567, 1931. Although this report is obviously 
biased and extremely negative, regarding the 
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and Washington Counties, it does 
admit readily the racial heritage 

" They self-identified as 

Carl Carmer, Stars Fell on Alabama. New York: 
Farrar & Rinehart, Inc., 1934, p. 255-269. Carmer 
reports what his host tells him about the Cajans, 
describing folkways, frolics, heritage, 
appearance, etc. When the teacher asked one 
little boy to tell him about the Cajan people, he 
replied "From French people that married Indians." 

Indian office file No. 55742-1934; file no. 150. 
Letter from Mrs. Elvin Byrd requesting information 
on Indian Service Work. Report on findings was 
submitted to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs by 
Dr. W. Carson Ryan, Jr., Director of Indian 
Education. 

The State of Alabama, Ex Rel Alice Everett v. The 
Board of School Commissioners of Mobile Count et 
~, Docket No. 17,750, Circuit Court of Mobile 
County, Alabama. Petitioned court for her children 
to be able to attend "white• school who were 
denied admission because they were descended from 
Rose Gaines Reed. 

"Claims of Choctaw Indians of Mississippi," Senate 
Report No. 781, Calendar No. 825, 74th Congress, 
lst Sess., May 13, 1935."The claimants number 
approximately 1,800 individuals who live in small 
communities chiefly in Mississippi, ALABAMA, and 
Louisiana, following to a large degree their 
primitive customs, and who had until recent years 
neither Government norState aid, educational or 
otherwise.• Also, defines the term "Choctaws of 
the Mississippi" to include--• ... only those 
persons who on July 1, 1902, were residents in the 
States of Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana 
having not less than one-eighth Choctwa Indian 
blood, and their descendants, ... • 

Laura Frances Murphy, The Cajans of Mobile County, 
Alabama. Submitted in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in 
the Department of Sociology, Scarritt College for 
Christian Workers, June, 1935. (Xeroxed copy 
located in Mobile Public Library, 6929.376122M.) 

"Choctaw Indians of Mississippi," House of 
Representatives, Report No. 2415, 74th Congress, 
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1940 

1941 

1941 

1941 
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1944 

2nd Sess., April 15, 1936. Language similar to 
document 781 above. 

"Claims of Choctaw Indians of Mississippi," House 
of Representatives, Report 2233, 75th Congress 3rd 
Sess., April 26, 1948. Language similar to 
document 781 and 2415 above. 

u.s. Census - No statistics on Indians 

World War II - Registration Card No. 34802839, 
Leon Taylor identified as Indian. 

Laura Frances Murphy, "The Cajans at Home." 
Alabama Historical Quarterly, Winter, 416-427, 
1940. 

C1atis Green, •some Factors Influencing Cajun 
Education in Washington County, Alabama.• 
Submitted in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in 
the College of Education in the University of 
Alabama, 1941. Green based his paper on letters 
from white business leaders in the county, census 
records, court records, and Carmer's Stars Fell on 
Alabama. He also secured the help of A. D. Price, 
a shop foreman for the L&N Railroad, who had been 
hired by the Mobile County School system to keep a 
list of •cajan• students who were to be barred 
from attending white schools. (Price's list was 
sent in with original petition.) 

Alyce Billings Walker, ed. Alabama: A Guide to 
the Deep South. Reprinted, New York: Hastings 
Rouse, 1975. Tour 9 describes Alabama Cajan 
Indians and refutes "Cajan" designation. p. 366-
369. 

Same case as above, Docket No. 1640, Circuit Court 
of Mobile County, Al. 

Same case as above, Alabama Supreme Court Records, 
No. 8846, October Term, 1942·43. Relator has no 
money to pay court costs and her children are 
being denied an education. 

State v. Board of School Com'rs of Mobile County , 
244 Ala. 467. Continuation of above case. 

State v. Board of School Com'rs of Mobile County, 
246 Ala. 133. Continuation of above case. 
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William Harlen Gilbert, Jr. "Memorandum Concerning 
the Characteristics of the Larger Mixed-Blood 
Racial Islands of the Eastern United States." 
Social Forces, Vol.24, No. 4, May, 1946, pp. 438-
477. Family names of Cajans and Creoles of 
Alabama and Mississippi are listed together, but 
states that the relationships are not clear; 
Indian is included in physical description of 
Cajans and states under heading "Cultural 
Peculiarities:" cajans have individual patois and 
magical art.• 

William Harlen Gilbert, Jr., "Surviving Indian 
Groups of the Eastern United States.• Annual 
fteport of the Board of Regents o the Smithsonian 
Institution for 1948 (19491: 407-438. See No. 18, 
Alabama. 

Gordon Brown. "Alabama, Mississippi Choctaws Seek 
$200 Million from U.S." Birmingham News, November 
18, 1949. 

Docket 21, Creeks. Indian Claims Commission. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Edward Thomas Price, Jr., B.S. (California 
Institute of Technology) 1937, "Mixed-Blood 
Populations of Eastern United States as to 
Origins, Localizations, and Persistence." 
Dissertation submitted in partial satisfaction of 
the requirements for the degree of doctor of 
Philosophy in Geography in the Graduate Division 
of the University of California, January 1950. 
Chapter IV, "The cajans of Southwest Alabama." 
Describes physical characteristics, which includes 
Indian, describes economic and social milieu of 
time and place. Quotes extensively from Green and 
Murphy above. He did no research in records of 
the Office of Indian Affairs. 

Register of the descendants of the Creek Indians, 
East of the Mississippi River, Vol. I., "The Head 
of Perdido Friendly Creek Indian Band, signed up 
by Mrs. Roberta Sells, Recording Secretary. Copy 
of "calvin McGhee• Roll in Mobile Library-Local 
History. Calvin McGhee came to Mobile and 
Washington County churches to get support for the 
Indian People of Alabama. He charged each person 
who signed up a fee. Names of MOWA Choctaws 
appear throughout. (Sample pages attached). 
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Birmingham News, November 6, 1967. "A thorny 
ruling by the Alabama Supreme Court in the early 
1950s, dashed hopes for a better break for Cajun 
children. A Cajun boy whose grandfather was a 
Confederate veteran enrolled in a Mobile County 
white school. Nine days later, he was ousted by 
school authorities on grounds that he was a Cajun. 
The high court upheld the low court's ruling that 
the burden of proof was not on school authorities 
to prove that a Cajun was non-white, but on the 
pupil to prove that he was white.• 

v. L. Wyatt, Director. "Evangelistic Crusade 
Among South Alabama Indians,• The Alabama Baptist, 
July 17, 1952. Describes churches of South 
Alabama Indians. 

Edward T. Price, "A Geographic Analysis of White­
Negro-Indian Racial Mixtures in Eastern United 
States,• in Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers, Vol. XLIII, June 1953, p. 144, "The 
Cajans of Alabama.• Article based on above 
dissertation. 

William H. Burson. "500 Surviving Choctaws Ready 
for Court to Demand Cash for Mississippi, Alabama 
Lands,• Montgomery Advertiser, March 15, 1953. 
"Choctaw Indians to Press Demand for Pay by U.S.," 
Mobile Register, March 15, 1953. "Hearing of 
Choctaw Indian suit for $209 million abruptly 
ends,• Birmingham News, March 19, 1953. "Choctaw 
Indians Claim Lands in Alabama in Federal 
Lawsuit,• Montgomery Advertiser, October 7, 1953. 
•u.s. Fights Claim made by Choctaws,• Mobile 
Register, October 7, 1953. 

"Choctaws are Jubilant as First Claims Paid," 
Mobile Register, August 18, 1954. 

"Choctaw Claim Hearing is Set,• Mobile Press, 
August 30, 1955. 

"2 nations Map Indian Party: Choctaw, Creek 
Leaders meet at Atmore.• Montgomery Advertiser, 
February 21, 1958. KILROI "Kinsmen of Indians for 
Liberty, Reform, Opportunity, and Instruction in 
Civic Affairs" was formed as a •nationwide 
political union of redmen.• They planned to 
solicit the support of full-blood Indians and 
descendants in Alabama, Georgia, Florida, North 
and South Carolina. •Inter-tribal relations 
linked by KILROI: Indians Set Precedent in 
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Political Union Formation.• Montgomery 
A4vertiser, February 24, 1958. KILROI formed 
because they •realized that progress for the 

· benefit of all Indians could be enhanced through 
free citizens operating under an organization 
which might bring matters of importance to the 
attention of local public officers and national 
Congressional representatives.• 

Bennett Weaver, "Mcintosh Rural News,• washington 
County News, November 16, 1961. Report on P.T.A. 
meeting at Reed's Chapel School with names of 
leaders and those contributing to fund are listed. 
Many of these MOWA Choctaws continue to serve the 
school and community in leadership roles. 

"Indian Descendents Organize Chapter of 'KILROI 
America' in Washington County.• Washington County 
~~ January 11, "A Washington County Chapter of 
KILROI, an organization of persons of Indian 
descent and their kinsmen, was chartered this week 
according to Chief Calvin w. McGhee, Atmore, 
president of the state organization. Chief McGhee 
said that R.(ReubeD "Red") A. Reed of Mcintosh 
will be president of the Washington County group. 
Camellia Reed of Mcintosh is vice president and 
Mrs. Thelma Smith, also of Mcintosh, is 
secretary.• ... "Membership in the county and 
state organizations include descendants of 
Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Cherokee Tribes as well as 
Creeks.• 

Bennett Weaver, "Mcintosh Rural News,• Washington 
County News, March 22, 1962. Announcement of 
simultaneous revivals to be conducted in the South 
Alabama Indian Mission field by the Washington 
County Association of Baptist Churches. 

"Simultaneous Revivals Set for South Alabama 
Indians,• washington County News, April 26, 1962. 
Churches and pastors are listed: Bethel, Cedar 
Creek, Liberty Memorial, Mt. Moriah, Mt. Pleasant, 
Oak Hill, Reeds Chapel, and Rivers churches. 

"Wallace endorsed by Indian Group, KILROI 
America.• WAshington Couqty News, May 10, 1962. 
KILROI America endorsedWallace for Governor. It 
has •county chapters in 35 of Alabama's 67 
counties, with a membership of better than 
60,000." 
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Reed v. Pearson, as Superintendent of Education of 
Washington County, AL, et a1. United States Court 
of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Appeal from the 
district Court of the United States, Southern 
District of Alabama - Southern Division. Reed's 
Chapel School, an Indian school, denied admission 
to a student whose grandmothers were not of the 
mixed blood group of the community of Reeds 
Chapel. 

Interview with Theodore B. Pearson, former 
Superintendent of Education, Washington County, AL 
from 1932-1965, June 17, 1985. 

"Mix Appeal Dismissed," Mobile Press, August 5, 
1962, "The 5th u.s. Circuit Court of Appeals 
upheld an Alabama federal court's dismissal of a 
suit in which a Washington County, Alabama, Negro 
sought readmission to Reeds Chapel School . 
. The Reeds Chapel School is operated in a 
community of mixed blood. The plaintiff, 
contended he had been excluded because his 
'maternal and paternal grandmothers were not of 
the mixed blood group of the community of Reeds 
Chapel.' He was excluded from the school in 
January 1961, after his admission caused a 
disturbance at the school and brought about its 
closing for 10 days.• The case again shows the 
cohesiveness of the community. 

Hugh Sparrow, "Southwestern Counties: White 
Schools Open to Alabama Cajuns.• Birmingham News, 
November 6, 1967. 

April 24, Letter from R. A. Boykin to Mr. David 
Scott, Program Associate Education for American 
Indians Unit, Office of Education, Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare, Washington, D.C., 
regarding Indian school in Washington County, 
Alabama; June 12, letter from David Scott to Mr. 
R. A. Boykin regarding this issue; June 17, letter 
from Carl Albert, House of Representatives, 
Congress of the United States, Office of the 
Majority Leader, to R. A. Boykin stating that he 
"has received letter from Office for Education for 
American Indians and that he is referring it to 
the Office of Civil Rights of the Office of 
Education to take action responsive to your 
request. cc: Bennett Weaver and Gallasnead Weaver, 
Mcintosh, AL. 
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Richard Severo, "The Lost Tribe of Alabama,• 
Scanlan's I, March 1970, p. Bl-88. Article based 
almost exclusively on Greene's 1941 thesis. 

George Harry Stopp, Jr., "The Impact of the 1964 
Civil Rights Apt on an Isolated "Tri-Racial" 
Group.• A Thesis submitted in partial fulfillment 
of the requirements for the degree of Master of 
Arts in the Department of Anthropology in the 
Graduate School of the University of Alabama. He 
states that most of his material came from work of 
Greene, Murphy, and Price and says that he was 
only able to get into the community "under the 
pretense of being a prospective school teacher at 
Calcedeaver.• He does mention that in an 
interview with a member of the community, Mr. 
calvin Byrd said that Choctaw Indians from 
Mississippi escaped forced movement and were 
integrated into the community. Stopp states "The 
presence of a bit of Indian blood has little 
effect, as there are not enough Indians in Alabama 
to merit a real place in the status hiearchy.• 
But, he gives 110 illdicatioa for this co11clusioa 
and he did 110 research illto records on Indiaas. 

Edward Boykin, Eyerythinq's Made for Love in this 
Man's World. Mobile, AL: Interstate, 1973. u. s. 
Congressman Frank Boykin was in office for over 30 
years. His son tells his father's story of 
acquiring land and wealth in Mobile-Washington 
County area. Be owned Tensaw Land and Timber 
Company and took a •paternalistic" interest in the 
MONAs who lived on his land and worked for him. 

Eugene B. Griessman and Gary Minton, The Formation 
and Development of an Ethnic Group: The "Cajuns• 
of Alabama.• Paper presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association (73rd, Mexico City, November 19-24, 
1974; Eugene Br. Griessman and Curtis T. Henson, 
Jr.,"The History and Social Topography of an 
Ethnic Island in Alabama." Presented at the annual 
meeting of the Southern Sociological Society, 
Atlanta, 1974. Papers based on foregoing papers 
of Greene, Murphy, Price, Stopp, etc., but does 
refer to them as Indians in an interview with Mr. 
Gallasneed Weaver, the principal of Reed's Chapel 
School. 

"Agency to get Jobs for Indians Opened," Mobile 
Register, June 11, 1975. Office established in 
Mobile to serve as headquarters for a federally 
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funded program designed to provide training and 
employment opportunities for American Indi ans who 
live in Alabama . 

Letters from Joe L. Reed, Associate Executive 
Secretary, Alabama Education Association, Inc. to 
Mr. Gallasneed Weaver, September 22, responding to 
his request to be added to the present litigation 
that is pending against the Washington County 
Board of Education re: desegregation;copy of 
letter to Mr . Solomon Seay, Attorney , Montgomery, 
September 23 , advising that Mr . Gallasneed Weaver 
is a principal at one of the schools in Washington 
County that may be closed. "You may take special 
note that Mr . Weaver is of French-Indian descent , 
and they have special schools in washington County 
for those citizens who are descended from the 
French and the Indians.• 

Addie F . St . Laurent . People Along Bayou Sara. 
Saraland, AL: Women's Club of Saraland, 1976. 
Page 7 in chapter entitled, "Dicken's Pasture, 
1711-1917." Local history of people including 
John Everett (Reed) and Frank Boykin . 
Describesbusiness relationship between Everett and 
Boykin, "In 1916, the late Frank Boykin, former 
U.S. Congressman, and his partner, John Everett 
bought 8600 acrs extending from Chickasabogue to 
Mobile River, and west and south of Bayou Sara. 
They had a sawmill and a very , very large 
turpentine still . . . . Boykin and Everett sold their 
holdings to Tennessee Land Company, a subsidiary 
of United States Steel Corporation in 1917 . " 

Report of American Indian Policy Review 
Commission. Chapter 11, Nonrecognized Tribes," p. 
468, Choctaws in Mobile and Washington Counties, 
4,000. Source: Gamage Rivers. 

David Mercer, "A Proposal to Conduct a Demographic 
Survey of the South Alabama "Cajuns . • This 
proposal describes all the foregoing papers and 
proposes a genetic study of these "isolates" based 
on demographic information. Work was never 
completed because leaders of the community told 
him that they did not want any more outsiders 
writing about them without their knowledge and 
consent . 

Letter from Gallasneed Weaver, Principal , Reeds 
Chapel School to Dr. Wayne Teague, State 
Superintendent of Education requesting that Reeds 
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Chapel remain open because it is "one of the last 
of what was once five Cajun-Indian schools in 
Washington County ... The Reeds chapel school is a 
place for perpetuating our culture . " 

Letter from John S . Wood, Superintendent, Board of 
Education, washington County, Al, September 30 , to 
Dr. Wayne Teague, State Superintendent of 
Education enclosing letter from Gallasneed Weaver 
above. Superintendent wood requested that Reeds 
Chapel be made a permanent school cite. He stated 
"The problem at Reeds Chapel is not new to my 
administration. What to do with this school which 
was at this time a twelve-grade school, was of 
major concern in the 1969 court-ordered 
desegration of the eastern half of Washington 
County. When we met in Montgomery with lawyers 
from H.E.W. and the Justice Department to discuss 
these plans, one of the lawyers had fortunately 
for us had previous experience in dealing with a 
situation relating to a group of American Indians 
in North Carolina. He was, therefore, much more 
understanding concerning our proposal to leave the 
Reeds Chapel School as a school for ' South Alabama 
Indians' the term used for these people in the 
final desegregation plans of that year . Later the 
school was made an over-flow school for grades one 
through six; however the student body is at the 
present as it has been in the past almost entirely 
Cajun-Indians." 

Letter from Wayne Teague, State Superintendent of 
Education to Mr. John S. Wood, Superintendent, 
Washington County Board of Education, October 14 , 
with cc: Mr. Brian Landsberg, U.S. Department of 
Justice, Civil Rights Division, Washington, D.C. 
Dr. Teague responded positively to Mr. Wood's 
request that Reeds Chapel be approved as a 
permanent elementary school center by stating that 
"the laws of Alabama give local superintendents 
and boards of education full and complete control 
over the operation of the school system . " The 
school continues to operate as a comunnity school. 

Bennett Weaver, MOWA leader, minister, and teacher 
at Reeds Chapel School. A series of articles on 
progress of formation of MOWA Band of Choctaw 
Indians, Call-News Dispatch, Chatom, AL, 1978-79. 

Frank Sikora, "Mowa tribe in South Alabama : After 
150 years of isolation, new nation emerges within 
nation," November 18, 1979, p. 2-A; "Mowas file 
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suit asking for land, town, business,• Birmingham 
~~ December 2, 1979, p 42-A. "Alabama's Newest 
Tribe: The 'Mowa' Indians,• Envirosouth, 14-15, 
1979. 

Alabama House and Senate recognized sovereign 
rights of Choctaws of Mobile and Washington 
County, Alabama and create Mobile-Washington 
Counties Indian Commissions. 

Choctaw Council of Mobile and Washington Counties, 
Alabama create a non-profit corporation for civic, 
religious, and educational reasons and adopt by­
laws governing the nonprofit corporation. 

U.S. Department of Education, Title IV, Indian 
Education. Funds provided and program implemented 
on continuous basis since that time. Mrs. Laretta 
Weaver is coordinator of 1981 U. s. Department of 
Health and Human Services awarded funds for a 
Community Services Block Grant (CSBG); 
Administration for Native Americans research 
grant. 

Mike Gibson, "Alabama's Indians--the Forgotten 
Minority,• Alabama Social Welfare, September­
October 8-10, 1980. 

Alabama Attorney General, Charles Graddick gives 
opinion confirming Choctaws of Mobile and 
Washington County still having their rights as a 
sovereign tribe. 

Indian Rights Case - Gallasneed Weaver, Plaintiff 
v Alabama Education Association, Inc., 
Defendendant, Third Party Plaintiff v Gray, Seay & 
Langford, Third Party Defendants, In the Circuit 
Court of Washington County, AL, CV-81-103. 

"Indian Education Program said a Model for 
Country,• Call-News Dispatch, October 22, 1981. 

November. Minutes of Mobile County Board of 
Education. "Delegation No. 3: Mr. John Byrd, 
president of Calcedeaver Action Committee, 
expressed concern with the moving and closing of 
Calcedeaver School. Pointing out that members of 
the community have not been involved in the 
planning and the decision making which affect the 
school and the children and that Ca1cedeaver 
Schoo1 is the community's main resource for 
maintaining community identity and togetherness, 
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Mr. Byrd said the students in the community are 
receiving an education as good as could be 
received in another school. His request is not for 
a new school, or a new wing, all he is asking is 
that the School Board maintain Calcedeaver School 
in the community, he added." The Board agreed not 
to close Calcedeaver School. Members of the 
delegation who accompanied Mr. Byrd were: Polly 
Rivers, Gallasneed Weaver, Lem Byrd, Buffalo 
Taylor, Delia Lofton, and Erby Reed. Calcedeaver 
continues to operate as a community school. 

Letter from Eddie L. Tullis, Chairman, Poarch Band 
of Creek Indians to Framon Weaver, Chairman, MOWA 
Band of Choctaw Indians, requesting support for 
their efforts for Federal Recognition in the 
•spirit of Indian brotherhood." This letter shows 
that MOWAs are recognized as Native Americans by 
other Native Americans. 

Letter from Framon Weaver, Chairman, MOWA Band of 
Choctaw Indians written in support of Poarch Band 
of Creeks, August 4, 1981. 

Letter from Edward B. Freeman, Department of 
Special Missions, Southern Baptist Convention to 
Rev. and Mrs. Elbert R. Isbell missionaries 
assuring them that •the ministry which you direct 
to be a mission ministry among American Indians of 
Choctaw heritage since the work was begun with a 
survey of the field in 1921. These ministries 
have been conducted by Southern Baptists under the 
overall program of missions to American Indians 
throughout this entire sixty year period. 

Alvin Benn, State Pow Wow to demonstrate Choctaw 
Identity,• Montgomery Advertiser-Journal, June 
19. 

"Choctaw Indians Purchase Large Site Near 
Ca1vert;To Develop It,• September 16, Call-News 
Dispatch, Chatom, AL, Vol. 20, No. 37. 

Jacqueline A. Matte, The History of Washington 
County: First County in Alabama. Chatom, AL: 
Washington County Historical Society, 1982, 
Chapter 14. 

"Leaders of Choctaw Indians Recognized," April 14, 
Call-News Dispatch Chatom, AL, p. 9. 
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Carolyn Ashburn, "Mowa Choctaws have own 
industrial land," Mobile Press Register, August 
18·19:4. 

Kathy Dean, "Truth About Indians Being Taught,• 
Mobile Press Register, April 23, 1984. 

Report to the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians 
Concerning their Federal Petition to the United 
States for Federal Recognition submitted by Dr. 
Kennith H. York, Mississippi Choctaw, March 30, 
1985. 

Choctaw Council of Mobile and Washington Counties, 
Alabama vote to follow the traditional form of 
tribal democracy and draft a new constitution. 

Arthur Drago Jr., "MOWA Indians expect federal 
recognition,• Mobile Press Register, Metro Region, 
Sec. B, Sunday, February 9, 1987. 

MOWA Band of Choctaws submitted Report to Bureau 
of Indian Affairs to satisfy 25 CFR. 83.7, federal 
recognition requirements. 

Barbara Waddell, Chairman, The History of 
Washington County: First County in Alabama, Vol. 
II. Chatom, AL: Washington County Historical 
Society. Lists MOWA cemeteries. 

Gary B. Mills, Ph.D., C.G. "Tracing Free People of 
Color in the Antebellum South: Methods, Sources, 
and Perspectives." National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly, December, 1990, 78:4:262-278. 
Pitfalls of identifying Indians is discussed. 

Letter to Bureau of Indian Affairs from Dr. 
Kennith H. York, Mississippi Choctaw, written in 
support of the MOWA Band of Choctaws, September 4, 
1991. 

Letter from Dr. B. Frank Belvin, Oklahoma Choctaw 
written in support of MOWA Band of Choctaws being 
recognized by the federal government. His 
brother, Harry J. w. Belvin, was Chief of the 
Oklahoma Choctaws for 27 years. Dr. Frank Belvin 
was Secretary for the Indian Division of the 
Baptist Home Mission Board in the 1950s. He 
visited in the MOWA community and ministered to 
the Baptist congregation. (See Annual of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 1952, p. 213 with 
original petition.) 
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These documents are attached and referred to on page 12 and 1.3 
of testimony of Jacqueline A. Matte, Historian. 

D•-• lhlrol~Dt ApplicatioDs, Roll 111 and 116, M-1301, RG 75, 
NARC: 
Roll 116, Application No. MCR 2556 - Julie and 'James Lonciine, ID 
Roll lll Application No. R21B7 - Victoria Andre Chastang, et al 

No. R2189 - Josephine Brue 
No. R2190 - Henry Laurendine 1 et al 
No. R3193 - Donise Laurendine 
No. R2195 - Mary Andre 

.. ck letter - Document below is referred to. on page 1 and page 14 
of testimony. 

Ancestors of MOWA Choctaws were enrolled by John Beck because 
he told them he was an agent appointed by the United States 
Government to sign them up for their • Indian money. • Their 
applications are among those rejected on the Guion Miller Roll. 
See 1906-1909 Eastern Cherokee Applications of the cr.s. Court of 
Claims. M-1104: Roll 333 - applications Nos. 43551-43700; Roll 320 
- application Nos. 41601-41750; and 17390-17395, sent in with 
original petition. This letter from John D. Beck explains why the 
Choctaws applied for enrollment on the Guion Miller Roll. John o. 
Beck enrolled Choctaws, Creeks and Cherokees in South Alabama and 
Northwest Florida. 

No. 10556 OIA, Letter received from John D. Beck, Creek Indian 
Agent, Cantonment, FL to Secretary of Interior 1 Office of Indian 
Affairs, January 25 1 1907 "Relative to his final report on the 
enrollment of Eastern Cherokees and Choctaws.• 

(Transcribed by Jacqueline A. Matte, December 2 1 1993; original 
attached) 

Hon. Secretary of Interior. 
Sir: 

•cantonment, Fla. 
Jany. 25, 1907. 

I make my final report of the work that I have done in trying 
to enroll the Eastern Creek, Cherokee 1 and Chocktaw Indians in 
SOUth A1uama and West Florida. If I have made a mistake 1 it was 
entirely unintentional. 

Mr. Hudson threatened to put me and every Indian I enrolled in 
the U.S. Prison. Mr. Nolan took steps to have me arrested and 
fined for using Cherokee Blanks for Creek Indians. A number of 
people took off from the table, about 60 blanks while I was busily 
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engaged in the Mississippi River. Not an Indian has ever 
surrendered any rights, nor violated his treaty with the u. S. 
Government and all he individually asks is to be dealt with 
honorably and truthfully. 

Please inform Mr. Larrabby that not one of these Indians wish 
to deprive any one of the Indians in the Indian Territory of an 
acre of land nor a dollar in money, but they do expect the u. s. 
government to treat them honorably. 

on behalf of 
the Indians in 
so. Ala. 

Yours very truely and obediently, 

John D. Beck, Indian Agent• 

2 



641 

,-~----



642 



643 

c. h~::...~ ·-: . . At A i1'~- "-··--~ I q 3 _·· 
• ,.M ... ~w · . lfV\"- /(... . , . 

.. ·-



C.h~l-~ "'1· : • : A\ A _;;~-;m·-- ~-~-~ q 3. ·-
. . ~- . HV\ ~-~ . . . . 

. ' 

.• ·-



645 

-Ail'l'lt"JI': '!I!' ~lr: U!Drmt, 
cow•%1'11111 f rnz 1r:111 -:rnx.UID T!ll!lr.t, 
•ru\&11, . .l .. , ... t,!.l., ~ u.n, uot. 

1ft ,tl.'llllatt ... of u,. &rtUoaHIIIII fH Deftt.• f~ 
tor 4"• Uet~HtieaU•I'I ot tt ln&«U 1~4. h11 ~-ro !Uil•t •1:.114 ··ea •• !l•• 
&1•1! !•l (!)!....... . . . . 

· Slll.t 'lomh• l:.&lU'tm1lJI• .. 'b•S.t~ f1ret 41111 ••• ,,...., ~ .... \~led 
•• tol:. ..... ,. 



646 



647 

* _ "lMI.bU•.A•, tu.• IUld. ~· ·.;·,.,.\ ot tlli reooru J.A tllla ..... 



648 

. . . - .. . ... ;.. . ........ -~-....... 
-~ ..... . . . . : .. -- . .._. ....... -. 
~.;,.-. "" .. .,..,._,~~ ........... ..,-.... -· ~ . 
• --~ ~ati~W, . ·: • 

. .: •. -.......·~ ...... ~:.· .. .. . . . ·--~ 

. ; f ~ ~ef.pt at·:rOw'-~tter.et Oeto11v u, 110a, ia 
'_ . t·.. ' ••. ..... ' ., .. ~ ,. ~·-- ·. . . . . • • 

. t~~~Hi"m ... • • .~·..,.. ,....;.uu -. o..a.iet.oa •••ue• -- ~w-- ...;..;......,.· .. ___ .,. .. __ ....,:~-~ _\,C . ..,:_ ' .. • ' '' '•' . 

: .. ~,~~-."~~:~!~~· ~·u.~~· .... m.rw.~-to~ 
· ~ '!.' .... ~~:t. '!'T·:~ .. :t'!f, .. ~-· · . . . 7· . --. ~ .. .. ·· 
... . :~·-, .... ~,--~··: ......... _ - ... ..ria ... t( . 
J~~ d:";;~----;;;t~.~·;::.:; ... ~- ,._ &.i~"·. 
' ·• . • ·'!'· ..... • -·. ... . - :·- * : '· ·'· '.· .• . ' . ;__, 

.•-~t-~to. ·.'Otlllili.litU.'J'I•·tuurs..a a.t Jlli• .. •· aM~ · · 
-::•.)f .44: -t.~'-t_t:-<~~-.. . ~~,~r:·l i~ ........ • ••· •• -~ ... ·~-- .... ""it ... 
~~- '• . . ,._,. ., · tta.-;t .. fU.M·wUit..·t.»·a.iii ••~;. ~ .. \w. t ,:J , • . • • • ~ .# " - • f.,.. . . 
:::~-~-~·~-#,:.:. ·' ··· ... --~.IJ~··ta.~·lt ~· !_t•Ctl_; .ta;;... ,.. :-"'• .. ~ . . . . . .··· ... ' .. 
~-~ ~·.-:-:• . . t.atr. __ '"-~ . - :· ... 

l ,,. . • . • ........ -... . ' • I • • • ' ~ . . '" . • .. ,· 

.. : . . · , .... ~ .. lt.~ .. lMI;.Iitl•~;-r.-: *-.. o.-a:•ita '- 111m1 "-1· ,..~. 
, ~Uw ~ ... te *A• "" oet ,... W. • fiiU·~ !IIUtati ,.._ . ...;_:~~-··- - .. .· 

,.,.. & ......... ,.. ,. ..... ". sa ,... .... , ... J.~-... tor .... .... 
,... .... ,. ... ,....._. .. .,.... ,..,.,.. .. o~ .. t• ... ,..~ 

:; • .ef·~·~,:~w.u. ~··•· n ....a.• • .. u ~ io un 
f tlii· ~~ .i •• ~ "'* .;.. .... _. ,1-a ,....,........ • 
• .. ,_;.;:·..., _, .I c~.Mt.. ~ ....... ..., t!iia• _______ ..,. __ y_,..., ... ~ .... 

..: !'!--'!t.l't 



649 

• 

ftll.S... 'ft111 ... , 1141~ nllllll i<i ~••Ut'7, an4 lllw$11! lleea 
nt'at 41lll',~na., ft.tt•«•• ... toU,...I• 

,. 1Pai.lla:t1oa lrf or. Co•leaioD. 



650 

M.t'.lt. llN 

JJ•Iroa••· '"""!-" ft~~~;ti~, 11u.11, l!ltl4. _, .. 



651 

WATIOMAI. AAC:lUVItl MIC AOPli..M PU Ill.. I<: At!Ol' S 

41"\I(AYIOIIl roa t•ACM.UO(»f Of IIOf 

'CI ... I\\1011 TO not rtYl tiVI\ItfO TIIIU 

,,,. . ,,.~ 

~0\L 1!6 .. 

TD MA.TtO'If.U. A.ftCmVU 
HA.TlOM.Al. ARCB:IVZI AND UCOaDI SlAVICS 

GDSRAL S&VICZI A.DMJ)IIIl'JU.TU'If 

WASif.DIO'I'ON: lMJ 



652 

IIIP~ rtlt M llmUf!i• 
CC.flll. te ':Ill "" CITU.IDI '!'Ill-· 

......... 
•• ••• ••"• ., s" -.&a .. u •• , 1-a.•• .,..,.,_ .. 

~ . , ........ ,. .... _ .......... , .. ! .... .... 

•· e. a. 1111. 

&1., .. 
• ··--------

, .. i-:-.. 



·. ,. 
653 

. :DeiMJ''tlltlr.t ot the. Int41!'ior., 
C-'11"!1011 to tl'!e l'l.,. O'iv11Uri 'l"r1lle~, 

, Jlel"f41&ft.;~uUd:.,i•l, Zv.~t !j 1901 • •... 

, ':.·tit ~. uttilr ot tl'.e &(lfiUot.,ion ot J'ulte t.ood11i• !o~ t1".• 
!,ot•M:LrtcaU.<I!S ot her••lt and hftr hutltUIC! a1 lhae~ .. ippi Cl~octa•s.· . ....... .. . . -· .~ 

, .. , , f.v.:.k&. l'..O-IIIlill't; II&Yins l\een nru dul:t '''<>rll, """"!I~· 
Ot>.UI. ~~-~·-~ ~·:~~9't'~V-.. ~:~~t'. ~··~· d11.l)' :a-,orn 1n~oe.-pr~wr..ti _ 

' , •·, 0 · o ' ~t.1 Oft b;t the Caft.d.u ~ 1n, , • ' • 

.... ·~( ~:~t~.~:;.",. ·~. ~. ~·. ~: ' . . ~~·)I 
•. ·-t: 



654 

q '&t.ve ~·oi.. ner ••aol.e *l>!'11e&,1< ·., o!thu fryr .·our..,lf or :· .1" ;.·_,,.~a.c 
to the 01>0~&"' trrt.a.l au~l:odt.iu \n !r:.:lo.n 'l'crr" tr;• · • .. ~.,.o~l-
ecl &e ---;rebel'S ot ~ila>. tri v•? >llo JU · 
q l)id :rou., or any cno fflt' yo,., or ;c...- l.uoba.••IL or &/11'on• for him, 
1n 18!1&, Wld&r U•• ;.ot of cone;r .. e of J11 .a 10, ~9e ....U• ap:•1· 
Oation ;o ~· Cft~4e1on to th• f1Tt~11~ed Tr1bea !or e:\ttor.• 
sh1p in thG Chaeta• V&~1on? A Kn. ~11 
Q. KaYe ;;roll' ,,..r !!1&4e appl1oa~ 10ft bator•, or any ant for ~"", or ~a.a 
your~~--. or a"'on• ror h1N, ~_.. applioat~a n b•fora t~is.tt~ 
to "ith.r t.l\t l'!lloctaw tribal aat.Aorttha or to U:a •uthorHha ot 
tll.a Untli.oi Stau• O••t. ~n 'the 'l'trri\~ 1 to ~>• 111141~-tlr .... .-cl1<'d 
u allbare of tho Cl\oct•:· trl~ • .r... .ll'.. -· · 

·q 1)14 &9:(0Qa ma.lra. &J)plHatiocf"'tor :t•)V. \WO y-..r• &~ A I 4o'l'~ 
·"tn!W.' ~: •. . ' 
-'\· :Dill-.:Obto n•r illl'nl aN 
'«"'·Dl~~'hli•lllin4 11\ai:& 
a.aot A 'f'l;~. 



Julie 1.o;;un• , ·!t ,.1. .~, 
' .. 

655 

• 
Ol'l!lf!lC wu.~e. ~ecoenU.•¢ ••;h~re of \he Chcct."" t r•::,e ot t~ 14111 
or ~hat ·~ <a' '-"~•· """"" cc~)itcl ·'I" atte .. , ~4 t.~ ~ ·r.;l"' ·-:.•:· 4'J ~ 
,ro·:ta1~"t., o:~ t~tfll 'J'')Ur"te ... !~".r. Ar't.~ ... l! or •tt.'\f. ':rfl!~"':' "~ .y .... ~ r~el!~TC':! 
&nT lM-noflt• •.n.. •-und..r• A "fo .. 

" .. 
('J'l-1.11 'l."'!l:UC.ut & 0)!)0!11'8 to h-. & t'uU '.J.~itO:(~ln·1.i•;1; 
tlle llaa· all th ClharachriitTn-lrri=iiin'tMtr or .a · · · · · · 
~r11Jt. She •• :lo ll:~·•wltlll_ei n.t lh• l'!n.~l~.eh lal\;."\~e. 
her o:ua'l1ftll't\on li&Vfn~tn ~Ciiii£uct.oi t"'l-.1"01. :bou1; 'lr,1 ~~~ .. .:.~ 
~t \\ ... .-n Ol~~<~t.a• ~·!HrJII"t'i.er •• IIA&.)a-~h•l~:• 
"' a c61ii>"'Irii\cf• 'l"lft.~l"t Qf her &Dent.«·• with an:-- or t.f!o 
pt>oT11loni.Ot tho lota't·o:tth Art.<cl& ot tho ""'""":'or lti3Cl 

' \ 

'J 

3 



~· 

656 

lliPAATUZN!' GP '!'HI 1~1111011, 

COI'!IIIS!OII ':'0 "!'l!l J'IVI CIVILI%10 7RtBIS, 

'Irt U•• llathr or tho anllutlon 4f 1dle l.<l•d.l"• u &J.,, 

hf' 14<111Hfl•a'!u u lfhelulp!l_ Ch~e}A1fl.• 

11, e."':11. u~•· 

if .fc 1 s 0 • 

,. 

_..,._..,....._,..­. --
•. -:-"::!'"'=' 1~- ina, rr;:-;;·:. .. .-~ ... : .. 

,....., .. ,-: .. - #~ ... 

.. •••~·· a·lllul, .. lppt Clltet&h, ftt •alt to 

lq~t &fP~•·•~" .tor, l<ltJI,I:ltl• 

uatt coal•• It•••• /""!• 3, uo1, 
·: ~·•r' .. ll&11li.I: .. C!~· .. ftr llo,;•lt, aNI ·lltr_ll~~~~~ han 1.••••••• -'•• tile 

hllj.l•1 ,ft.tas .. ;.' ef llui A~t ·tt Coacr .. ~ · ••••••·" ""•• 21, .liU 

·(a~; ..... ;~ mh 
.. ' ::··.·:,.:~..;.,. C:t•lttlea oltall ~ • .,. ·;...uorUJ to 4•1anolu tb• 

ldntUp. It CUt Ia• ra• llat dalah•l rlclltt Ia· Ill• Cll.ottd' laNie 
' ,...!l":.anl•le tGIIII'\o .. If Ill• trntr "'"'"• the U.lft4·1\&ttt 
· ...-·>t~~.•.GII••h• •.tloa, .. ul..aflt ,.,,._. ... tna.IJ•••• .. tll, tllllh•• 
~llllad'-' : ... llli"''' ua h lllal ••• .. , .. •I• late• ••tllil, _,.,.., · . .u ........ ..,. ,..,r .. n •.11 ••II•• uh n•nuur ,_"'''' &114 aaltt · ~"·~!.;.*• th Sur•••rr •r lh latertor. • 

. " ·.'It• U.e ,..,ldiiiau ~tslfl ~~ •"!•or; or ••1' !PP1l•a•h• .u .. 
. ~ ... ·. - ._ ·_ -• .. ·-· , . 

• ,~!_ ~€~·~· :'"'tilauh .,.~~· iul,., .. ,,,. cunn. h41au. 

-~·~·~· tortJ·••• •t 1110 &d et ~tatrt•' oaUUM- •• An ff"'. 

r~'\'' ...... fin·,.. ~~·-• •tUs \~~ Cha\n a..t Clllot&an ,;~11•• ot 
1e•1uo1 ... ttr 1lllot'· pvrp .. eo•, ., ... , .. lilly 1, UOI, (~I tl&l••,. &U), 

. &lid raHU"' 117 •h C)uh.a tad C!llua.aa llt.tiooo hpto•-•• ~~. ltOl, 

, • ..,,,. .. •• toll""" 

· . , ~~ ap,;uu.th ...... t 111 peraa• fop 14 .. l ltle&U•• llt a 
lllu,ulppl ~•"•" ollaU 'I<o u .. hool ' ' oald a ... ~ou ... af\01' ola 

· •••"-' aah.;'f~••t h \tit 4ata' of the· fla&l raUtlea\lea .r tlllt 
• .,. ..... , . .,.,. Ia tllo 411JOtiHeJI tf 'flltll anlltatloao-all tllll•Ut .. 
Kleth•IPJI Cll .. t.• rdl<bf ... \ko 4~~o ... t&aU of IDJ 11111110\Pfl,. 

4 



657 

Clloototr Jft41• 1 ftlib., ol'"'hU or abM 'tl ... d who touho<l a po\oal · 
lo hac udor Ut oa&C' tiourlooftt'll art lelo •\. lh ul.4 lro&ly Of 
tl&lll .. a hadrt<l t.o4 llllrty .U llt.d •ot .. ,. ... lo &10<1 -· llo•a tl.to 
.. uluoat Ia Uoo Clloot.,..;Qlotftatr •• .,.,.., prior u J,.,.. l••ty• 
olclltll. olcllt.on li<uodr.C U<l lllaoly-olcllt, •~all "" hoaod •• l>o "" 

1 llluhdppl e!lulo••• onUUod U bo1110llta ua4u: arlldt lturtooa ot 
tho Ul4 lrta&J •f. hptt.al>er' hut,-.... nlh, olchi .. ft ll•adro4 •n4 
lllb,y, Mit to U.onUrlnUoa u t!Mil 1!7 oal4 c..a..ftaoto11, '"" tlllo 
u~ •• u ••• ,. , .... , ..... dall -.· ....... ,. llo 11tl7 ...... b ., nu ..... 
tH olllll ''' , .. Snol .. lip . .,. ounla II tho ..SYnt .. a d &"f ,,. 
plluat ao 11 aot a II1Uit4fppl Cbctaw o( tilt t~~r·or 'Olio 
lo aol tho ........ ..,., ot allhtlt...,l•CIIoolaw ...,. rtc,hM o '''"'' 
h hH lllldor 1alcl troal)', or •• lo oUti'Wtoo louro4 tr .. U•• ,.,,Ill 
It tUho.,.lllp II• 'II• Chodaw latioa, &11 ol o&l4 llhohdppl Clloo• 
tan 11 aatollN .l>f ~&l4 !:•-~•'•• 111111 ll••llp1111..~. ttparalt roU,• . " ' .. 

U 11, 'h•rttln, tho eplllioll .t till• Ceaaltll-. th&' 111111 

1.11141u .&U J- r.udlaa oh.,.loi..)JI lllJUIIIft14 d"'irromel';';i c-;::.-;:.:,-

............. h''h W'l'~r:4. ·-: • ·· 

.. ·~: 

FEB-U 1903 

•' ~ . 
.. 

.. •• <:,::.. .... 

Ji, ·' 



658 

.v. 

" 



659 

Jill'~ ··-Ubiioi. 
- - ·'eoiiamot to !J!I..Jrtl.cmt.lD!).tR!DI. 

:t• Uw uUor o4 '~ applici&Uoa of lr.!II'T r--•adJ.uo, 1'\ 

al,, tor l4oatU'1eatSon u )(SHUdppt CbDotan, "AMl.l.datiq t.llol 

.. tPP11llaUou of 1 • 

!faN7 :r...roa;Uao, o\ a1,, x.o.A • .iuo 
'Do•t. .. r.alroa41.M, ot a1., v.o.a. un ' 



660 



661 

- l)IPAJrr..lmrl' or Tlll UDIIICil, 
~:t1sto~ tO 'ftll rtn Cnxt.U.D r&r.l., 
X.ri4!..1:1. ~u.aailolfpl..• Jl.\1 u~. J.~. 

b ~· Clllt~• or \he anUoattoa tot' t<tnt1U.fa't ......... R 

:Uuha1ppi Chootawl or I•ZII'Y t.auroll4lm' &4-llw'lrtltll. 
1&14 K•IU')' L&!.'.ftp.J.A.,.11'11td .i .. t 4111l' ftOrn, ''tUUM 

... "!ll-""•:-- - ~ 

~'h.& t 11 :rour :s~~Ut A 11•111'7 f,m 
~'hat 1• , ...... ,. ... 

'l'ha' h )'Gill' poltottl" •••' A 
Uh' lon« -II•• :rn U••C at Cnolat 
Al.,.,.._ UTeil ~""' A Y .. 11r. 
Ulat. 1a :JCIIAI! ta\lilar'e 11-f A 11:& I.ahrtooU!lt• 

he 11Ttiiirl A ..Ita..~ -
he • tldl blo..t1 of'·.'llh&U ·A He b!!l( b·'h pud-"~e tor t"U1 

&.- ia a bloOil.Choot&wt .? T .. 
~~itt tor 



662 



663 

f 



664 

Dm'11tfUI'f fD f!ll IJ!DIOII. 

comsato1 TO '1'1'!1 :rrn cmt.tnn rRr:a:;s. 

·•O.-



665 

• (I) , 

/' ...... )a, •tchi·u-.r.i .. .: .. ,~"'"· "" ......... , ... , .. ......... ) , ~ 

I a~~tw et :s.. t.M~r...U..., .iM._ ll •Ute" t.e Mft ·o .. e eUlllf' u •ee• 
! . ~ 

~
I ~or & fiiU•It.J.•o4. Cll6o.t&W IAt.l!lb U4 t.Yey t.ll'ond ~~!. 

a11-ce4 ~o ••• '-&1 a f~ll••loo4 Choctaw tftd1aa~ 
' ------·.·... .. ··-· . . 

. ' TM prS...lp&l IIPIIliO&ai- 1e t.:,r.,!\, al.U, '!110 ~~ a t"ll 

1itttMr .t tlle Jlf'lUlpal IIJPU••• k !C.C,ll, altO, et&t.ea \JiAt; U 

u. • fiiU•lll•~ OM-'-'; ;'bu. tile prialJ4i). .,,u_, u ~«.c.R. 
UtO, 8110 il Mntl 1-t-. 'lie e11ler, .t.at.a• u.At. 'llo ll a \hr .. ·Cl~• . 

. -tor 111..c cn..c .. NMI. tat. 1111 tat.liN' .. ~ '"-ll~ !1l11 latt• 

~~-~'..~! ~·-~=~~~-~~~lij f~!• __ e~_a ... _~.,. 
~~ ... ff.~,~ -· -- • .. M ~&I'~~· 'It!• I 

t.!le .. .,.u..-a ~' 'lfM 11\&\11 IIW \!lq ll&ft t.lll av~H~at"UI! 

fi·~.;--;:-;;.~~~~~-I~·-l~t-;to;~· ~;.11&04 \U.\ ..;. -- ....... ____ ......,~~~-- \ ........ ~ 
.111 ,. ~~~·~S.· ar~.:!l:•~~ot~;t1!11'1t• tad~~·­

•.• :.. ~.--c.tlaf!""...,.......,.·t:l'n t!W m..au ••~U .... ill • .,.,., _...... :' . ·· .. ··· . ,., .... •· .... ..,. ' 

. . .t -~ 8QUMdo!li :Ut~ ~''- .,.. .. 1'41 la \lie .P''"'e1" or t.v · 
.CtlllillA., ..... tllat · aeae:. • &i.e aPllll•JA'- 11&• ... ,. ••• eOI'olieo 'II' .. . ...... . .· ... : . ' '-·· ~ . 

-· t.h. ct.otaw \rtll&l. Mt.Jiinl\Uta n a •••r 111' tile m.e.-att ""'"• or 
. t . ."'• : '. .. -

aolldt.lled. t.l CMart.&W .St.hlaiMt llr a (Vl:J' ttll .. lWtH oftn. or. •• . .. _ ............ ?'" .• :·. . .. ··~'" ·• ---.,-. .: . . ; ,.. - •• ~. 
~-~~ et_!!f o!!!'~~-..~·~:f" ..., s~~t .. c-,...,, .. '' •• -.,.,._ c~~ 
.... !rUitit.,t llr a ...... .r:· t.lli tJat.tM hat. .. Ctlll't. u Ialll• 

. ,_,.,~~ ilii~i'.iu·p~u•i.-J·-.\;.. ut. ~ C11111r11t ~.~ ,....-. 

I\ •••••' oppear troa \.Ill hll\& .. ~ &a41 ••i4ta•• llfl'&rM 

la llllpptrt. It ~&4..-U .. t.U... , .. ~,. t.'ll r"ordti 111 \!Ill 11011111• 

loa It t.lle Ot..a.enoa, r•J.a\ue t.t ji&I'MIIt will .. ~Ue41 II' au ..... 

,. ~ll' •Uil .'111 l"';"~"•"•t: A.\4 U'Uob -,,,.,._ ... ot •• ,,.. • ., 
. fll ·~· ......... lil!f.·tldrt;. IIA4 it, ..... ·~ bernetoro ~· 
m.a.at.•.!,........r. \M' u. MU .rs..'taruolef. •r '*e¥ l••-.• 
Urll" ~ .. (" ptHOa·.or 11r ,.;;;, "Oalo .. l -.., War4,1.Uu ~ 



666 

(I) 

.., .. ,, ~ ..,_.,, M S.at .. t.ua '' ...,U •Ua ,._ Jll'o'f111.1.oaa 

• tt M14 ar\Ulo t•~•••• or pr••••' .. • elt.lll \o rs.~a \Jltr•.....,. 

t.o oHlwl' of \!It C~uioaa ea&t.boti'S..t4 \0 II4Jiol4ioat.t -· tla.Uul . 
._ 1211 Mil., Gtlllf'• .. ._,....,.....,..!!.a, lNt 11 naa •. , 1110) • 

'f, . • -- " 
.lii,IU\ U 1 1&48 (I l\at1., SU). 

. . 
It t.a· l!lu'llf'";.w lll!t ,,.,.. et WI ~..,_Ht.oa llal lhlt 

., ·~ W.ia .... iaiM'f t.oU.t. u ......... \lie l4olt1\7 ., lrotaf)-

~·: .. uu ...... _., .. r-r~~~ota ~ J.Mn~. ~ 
:uu ~..-na ~. en.~• uctur .. tt.uac •• n••• u. 
lhlt -.-~~ ...... t» ;m,.i&;;i;, ..,., art.lda tnr•.• ... et 

~ ·~~--lliliaU-' w ~r\f; -~· .... P'u'.ii..,u.il 
. • , y • /r· -"\ ....,. 

t•r ·~~ ~tw.t.:_au~a •• ~~~1'1"M 
_. __ ·:t.rttl.U·.,...:III· ..,...;._.., .... --·: ~- ~ .... . ... . ~ ·- i - . 

.., ._., .. ..,.,_ a ' . . 
·~ · '·: ;:'1. ;. ;. OODIUII%11 ft., •. n11 ~· 'l'Raa. ,. ~-· :,. . . - -.... ,. . 

=-- -· ~··.~ . ,, 

diilriiliii. . .. . ' 

... .. 
~o.:·»t"c. C .. 1t.13rflckinrldeti~-... . .... ' w.a •• :r . 

I _.,. .. ·. 
~;ie_;.:: laoUaa !UI'lUf70. 

···, l.{U. iz:,s:-.4 
w •• u.u. ., 



667 

!(,' 
DIPU!IID'L' OJ' 'I'D lii'I'Utaa, (001'1'), 
ori'ICI OF IIIIIUI UJ'AUI, 

.YWIIII't1311, I"'*• 11, ,ttO., 

'fll•, ....... u •• 
fto• ...... , ll'f. •t: , ... Ia,.,.,.,.. 

fl" ~ 
hral& .. to hdh ;:::t';:u..,t Ia~ to Uso ,. ..... ot Uoa <1-t .. la• 

.,. ~._to ~~~Ji.~:e~~~i.~~ ... ~~;t J .. h!l ulur of ,.,. awlluti ... •J..,.:..,._. 
t" ~· ~·,···. ~ 

~~ ... for.'~ lh~~.~.t~•.liUoa •t ~t.•U alii bia •l•er •••••t•.us! 
·. . lr•••. •• ~i a•••• ~~~~..~.tu ••.. ,_. .. u .. 1 ~ r;o. a. .... nn ..... . 
~--r....·:;;;; ~2 u,..::: ;:.-.s.;;;;.;··.;..,.~;l~.lp~l ~ •• ~a .. ; .-...... ' 
••. • : ,' ~~-·/ .::· ··(#•' ".{ .. · ..• , . ·. . .. ·. 

:- · · '• ··•'!hha ~~~~·••lli.u ....... ~ r-.t•r.., . "' t,. c:-tul .. •• Itt $,1,,udt. 
t' • ·:~ >, ,,.·'.-!..,,. ... :~. :4:;.- " "i ·• • w· • ~ • .• , _;{,,~' 
.,·. ·.:.· · t'li•?~!t-fll·t.,..t~'-;~··~·••"" tnt ~-·~ ""u ..... ~! .. 14•).~. ' ' ·. . '' ' ' iii .. 

h • .u ... ,, • ..-. .• .:· 
·-~~~· •... ·:....~~--~: 



668 

'"" ••• n .... 
ft~ O..loel• roJ•Io6 "·" ,.,.uoaalo tort•, ..... I 11&1 Ito 

r•u,..tau••· '~ •••• -•·na s.or••••• ., t..o., s. ..... , •• • .,u .. J 

•l au..,, .. le , • .,1; ~~~--,r ... llleal •.t tlli• '••rte .. \lt. Artlale •.!. It ,._,...___._ -·-· . . . . . . -·- -:-·-·-- . , . 

. th Cllooho fr••/!-•' 1110, or th ,,.,.!"~.,.-' 1_oalo1a& toa rohlln lhr~ 

- na z. ... ~•••• ollll '"'"' &4h•..,l.i~--~rTteii:o:;-;"'~~at ... . . ·.. .. ., .. --· ,____,.~ . . . . 
~---...ir-r--.... il a .. oooarl1J rol.ioO.o \Ia\ ho ••• ••• olho In laO,· 

.: ...... -· .. -~,:." . . .. ... 
lUll •:•·~~\lt t•el• "•'- '•• 'eM" aft appUta•t I ;t ~··~ lt• •M•rt U1.e 

• .IUrltftlll-'~uoto or tile treat,. 11 .. ..,.r, •.• ao .... u 1..rs ...... ···•• "-p·,..., :•- ... - •. ;..· ' ~. ~ . • 

...... •J; , .. "••••• ,; IIIlo •'"•• •In '"'"'""".-'" ~lllo ...... .,. z~a 
. 'ta·~~i.;.:.·,.•·~J'U•ro .. l .... alii 11 Ia uoortda .. o •• lllelr ._. 

· .. ,,._;_z' ,.-:- '":_.;... ·_- . • . 
, .•. Jo .. "'''.....,. - .. \110 ...n ot lllooo llllootaoo wllo •••ho6 1'_. .. ..,. 

~t(~~~~i"''~ ;,-,_,-.·;p,.~.o.,; ~; uao, .~: ... ,; .. i.i, ;1.. ~ • .;,, ... 
~~:~~r~~~ P.;-IIUY~ till;;,., ·:· . • .. ·', ' , · _:" · • _.;. i .. _ 
..,·.~-1}~~-~;-~loa_olo :~etac r'o•ld•_•'". ~~- Alak- .a. •••- lllalih!a ro- o-;~ · 
,. .... ":.!'?,; ~;~p ...... 4 ... : ...... ·" ' 0 ' • 

.. ... .._.lt·'"till '-rtUolf, Uolr ••-· aauol •• ·- .... IlL ao •JIIlloa• 
~·- ."":.""·.-.~:?~.,,.,~~:4:.: ... ;: ;·---- -- . 

~-, ¥ .. ~~~~: .~-~'.~·~.· '!~~- ' .:-+ : ..• ·; : 
:;.;.. . tu. ,_.,~-,._l \llli ••-'•'•• ,, •• c-•••h• resoou"1.: • 
:· ... .::.i.w:.·~··• ~.;.:. ~ ""':. .. ·-~'"".....:..- .. · ;.. .... ~.. ·Ill • ·- • • , • ! 

·':fa·~·-~•-•wu., ... ; .. ~ . .-- .L :... . :_ • · 

~- :P.::;;\:t ;Lb ,. ;_. . . "·····~<~lf~· · .. ~-- - . . --.;-~ 
.. {5Jif":.~-x.:~ ·'·a. ,.o\1.~, 
:~·:·;"'}.·_..::.::~~--=~\· .. :·. ~-.· Ana., .. ,_, ..... .,.. 

•••.·!i;-,;a, 



669 



670 

THE ROLE OF THE CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGIST IN ASSISTING THE MOWA 
CHOCTAW IN CONDUCTING THEIR FIRST ELDERS' ORAL HISTORY CONFERENCE 

MAY 15, 1986 

llargaret Zellmer Searcy 
Department of Anthropology 
Tlut Oniver•ity of Al...,._ 

Tu•caloo•a, Al.ma.& 

Paper Pre•ented at the Society for Applied Anthropology 
oaxaca, Mexico, April, 1987 



671 

'l'HB ROLE OJ!' 'l'HB CUL'l'URAL AN'.I!BROPOLOGIS'l' Ill ASSIS'l'IIIG 'l'HB MOWA 
CHOC'l'AW Ill CORDOC'l'IIIG 'l'HBIR FIRS'l' ELDERS' ORAL HISTORY COIIFEREIICB 

MAY 15, 1986 

by 

Margaret<Zehmer Searcy 
'l'he University of Alabama 

'l'he MOWA Band of Choctaw, a Haaive American• group recognized 

by the State of Alabama, is actively seeking federal recognition. 

My assistance as a consultant was sought to help plan and to 

conduct the MOWA Band of Choctaw Indians • first annual elders • 

conference. The purpose of this~, oral-· hiatoxy conference was to 

obtain information that will aid the group in their quest for 

federal recognition. My assistance was souqht .by ...Jacqueline A. 

Matte, Historian, and Russel Baker, Executive Director of the 

MOWA. 

'l'he MOWA Band of Choctaw was described by Matte as being a 

group living in southwest Alabama between u.s. Highways 43 and 

45, approxilllately fifteen square miles, within the original area 

of the Choctaw Nation. <.The word MOWA is derived from a 

contraction of Mobile and Washington counties where approximately 

4000 MOWA are listed as residing today. 

With the help of Jacqueline Matte, Peter Rivers, Dr. Susan 

Greenbaum, Doris Brown, and others, the MOWA are able to trace 

their ancestry back to the unions of early settlers and Indian 
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vo.en. IIAU\y of tluair deacendanta .arried other Indi~ as well 

as newcomers of other races. Because of the environment• 

riverline lowlands, ava.py forests, and small scattered farms, 

the area was one in which many Indiana and •ixed-blooda ware able 

to avoid removal. The production of naval stores and timber 

provided the chief sources of wages. The llOWA were not often 

identified as Indian by the outside populations, but were labeled 

by first one misleading tara and then another. 

I was further directed to try to secure the services of 

other professional interviewers fro. The University of Alaba.a. 

Since all of ua would donate our ti.lle to tJua project and would 

have to travel over three hundred 11Ues, I was fortunate in being 

able to put together a tea. of experts (The Uni.veraity of Alaba.a 

Team)t Dr. Barbara K. Barker, an educational psychologist who is 

both a statistician and a nurse; Janice Gilliland, a research 

associate for the College of Community Health Sciences, and 

Jeanie Allen, counselor in the Arts and Sciences Dean's Office. 

I have been teaching anthropology for over twenty years and my 

area of specialty is the native peoples of the Americas. Out of 

the four of us, only Dr. Barker is not an anthropologist. or. 

Susan Greenbaum of the University of South Florida, the paid 

anthropologist for the tribe, would join us. 

- 3 -
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Mcintosh organizers included Framon Weaver, MOWA Band 

Chairman; John Rivers, Attorney; Pete Rivers, Membership 

Chairman; Barbara Johnson, Hostess; and Doris Brown, Genealogist. 

'l'hey were joined by Jane L. Weeks, Director of the Alabama Indian 

Affairs Commission, Jacqueline A. Matte, and Russell c. Baker. 

Years of preliminary work had gone into historical and 

genealogical investigations through the efforts of the original 

group. Jacqueline Matte has been recognized for her outstanding 

research in compiling and publishing Tbe History of Washington 

~, the home of the MOWA. She is in the process of 

completing a history of the MOWA which represents over six years 

of diligent study. Dr. Greenbaum has written several articles 

about the efforts of the MOWA in seeking recognition. The 

assistance that the organizers and consultants gave these two has 

been outstanding. Dr. Barker and I were fortunate to be able to 

spend an evening discussing the MOWA with Dr. Greenbaum at a 

meeting of the Southern Anthropological Society at Wrightsville 

Beach, N.C. on April 25, 1986. In her presentation at the 

conference, she stated: 

Petitioning groups must be able to document 
their ancestral ties to known Indian tribes 
and at the same time demon•trate that they 
have maintained a self-governing community 
that has been continuously identified as 
Indian. There are three distinct elements in 
this: Indian descendancy, tribe-like social 
structure, and external recognition. All of 

- 4 -
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these conditions are necessary, and none 
alone is sufficient. 

Matte, Baker and I had a number of helpful conferences and I 

had previously visited the Tribal Office. The traditional Indian 

spirit of working together for qroup qood has prevailed. 

The Alabama Team was able to qo to Mcintosh with a good 

understanding of the problems and of our roles. We read the 

literature, studied over three hundred photoqraphs collected by 

Pete Rivers and other tribal members and made or copied by Matte. 

These are now a part of the Archives of American Minority 

CUltures, Gorgas Library, The University of Alabama. The 

Archives generally supplied us with tapes and recording equipment 

for our conference. Copies of the tapes will become a part of 

this permanent collection. 

Jeanie Allen and I studied every available regional and 

Alabama census paying special attention to racial designations 

and definitions, which varied greatly. I furnished copies for 

the MOWA and other researchers. 

The 1890 Census states: 

For the censuses from 1790 to 1850 inclusive, 
the population was classified as white, free 
negro, and slave only, while for the censuses 

- 5 ._ 
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from 1860 to 1890, inclusive, the population 
included, beside the white and negro 
elements, the few Chinese, Japanese, and 
civilized Indians reported at each of those 
censuses. (Progress of tbe Nation, p. vciv). 

In Popu1ation-Qnited States Summary. Fifteenth Census 1930 

(p.7), we find: 

The 1930 Indian population as returned 
represents an increase of 97,960 or 36.0 
percent over the Indian population returned 
in 1920. This apparent increase is probably 
to be accounted for in part by the more 
complete enumeration in 1930 of Indians of 
mixed blood, that is, of persons part white 
and part Indian. In 1920 no special 
instructions were given to the enumerators 
with regard to the method of returning such 
persons, while in 1930 they were instructed 
to return as Indians all persons of mixed 
white and Indian blood, except where the 
percentage of Indian blood was very small, or 
where the person was regarded as white in the 
community where he lived. 

According to our present evidence, the MOWA are largely a 

mixed Indian and white group. A congressional committee studying 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1953 reported that there was no 

standardized definition of an Indian. (Johnston, 1966, p.4). 

Soma peraons.having only 1/256 part Indian heritage have actually 

been included on the tribal roles. (Johnston, 1966, p.6). A new 

procedure for taking the census began in 1960 when the person 

being counted was allowed to state his own race. An American 

Indian is defined in this census as: 
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American Indian -- In addition to the 
fullblooded Americana, persona of mixed white 
and Indian blood are included in this 
category if they are enrolled on an Indian 
tribal roll or if they are regarded as 
Indians in their community. A common 
requirement for such enrollment at present is 
that the proportion of Indian blood should be 
at least one-fourth. 

The recent official recoqnition of the group by the State of 

Alabama should help the MOWA greatly with their federal petition. 

This definition includes a cultural component as well as a 

biological one. The major purpose of The Elders' Conference was 

to obtain additional cultural evidence of the people's Indian 

heritage. 

The Firat Annual Report of the Al&boma Indian Affairs 

Commission. Fiscal Tear 1984-85 (p.7) states: 

Acknowledging Indian heritage was once a 
source of danger for Indian individuals who 
lived in a world apart from reservations. 
Until 1924, American Indians were not 
considered citizens of the United States of 
America. Because of this fact, many Indian 
people denied their "Indianneas• and passed 
for citizens of other heritage. Many of the 
present day members of Indian tribes are 
listed on their birth certificates as 
"White.• Further, the same laws which during 
the segregation era did not permit the mix of 
races at all in the schools denied to Indian 
children any school at all. And, they too 
passed for another identity in order to 
attend public schools. 

- 7 -



677 

Due to the Justice Department and court-
.· initiated. actions conce.rniaq the voting law 
of Alabama, there is no listing of minorities 
other than Blacks on the State voter lists. 
Although the for~~~ clearly defines the 
nationality of·each individual re.giatrant, 
only black voters are counted, all •o~hers• 
are listed as White. 

Definitions of race have changed through time and vary 

greatly. Because of racial injustices and prejudices, history 

shows that the MOWA have suffered greatly. 

The Alabama Indian Affairs Commission had as its goals the 

reduction of severe unemployment, the second highest in the 

nation, and the full participation of the Alabama Indians in 

social, economic and cultural areas of the state. By streng­

thening their tribal government, social, economic and cultural 

disparity should improve. While there are seven tribes 

recognized by the State of Alabama, only one, the Poarch Creeks, 

has obtained ·federal recognition. With federal recognition comes 

the needed aid in so many ways. The University of Alabama team 

was happy to assist the MOWA in this endeavor. 

Greenbaum, as research consultant for the KOWA, writes, 

• S~itting a petition involves compiling 
ethnohistorical.and ethnographic data which 
demonstrates the origins and contemporary 
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sociopolitical structure of the group. 
(Greenbaum, 1985, p. 361). 

The research group had examined genealogical records, private 

papers, Land Office reports, extensive historical documents, and 

had some evidence of continuous social interaction and 

organization. our Alab.ula. Tea hoped to find evidence of the 

survival of Native American cuatoms, by using oral histories, 

which could be attributed to the MOWA 's Indian heritage. 

we -re disappointed to find that the last speaker of 

Choctaw had died recently, but -re 9lad to know that one tape 

recordin9 had been made by her, and that it i8 available. A 

nu.ber of informants would tell us later that older ...C.rs of 

the faaily did not let the children learn an Indian language, 

they were fearful of the consequences. Little linguistic 

evidence remains. 

Based upon my knowledge of the area, I selected eighteen 

possible topics for discussion (see appendiz for list). The 

Alabama Teaa members each selected one for their area of 

investigation. The list was far too ambitious. Allen and 

Gilliland worked together on medical practices associated with 

arthritis, a topic of special interest to them. Barker made use 

of her medical knowledge including folk medicine, and I decided 

to concentrate on foods and farming practices. All of these 
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areas are ones in which we felt that Indian custa.s might 

survive, and we were right. Matte and Greenbaum hoped to be able 

to fill in sa.e of the gaps· in their genealogical data. 

~he Alabama Team reviewed the MONA history and discussed 

their goals on the trip to Mcintosh. We had prepared eight •mini 

lectures• of less than fifteen minutes and we coordinated these. 

We thought that these might stimulate our elder participants and 

be of help in making us known to the~~. We did not intend to use 

all of the leC:tures, but we were ready in case we needed to 

present one each hour. (See Schedule for "TOpics to be Bxplored• 

and "Mini Lectures".) We had been warned about the reluctance of 

the MOWA to talk to strangers, who were usually distrusted. I 

had wasted my time planning and preparing the mini lectures. The 

elders were so glad to see each other that we had a difficult 

time stopping them all from talking at the same time. 

When we arrived in Mcintosh, we met with the conference 

organizers and coordinated our plans. Various tribal leaders 

greeted us. 

We left the KOWA Tribal Office and went to Reed's Chapel. 

This is the oldest church in the area and by using church 

recorda, continuous interaction among the major Indian lineages 

of the area can be verified. Reed's Chapel was an appropriate 
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site for tbe First Annual Elders• Conference, although not all 

elders belo119 to Reed • s Chapel today. Church recorct. .froa Ree4 • s 

Chapel and fr0111. other churches are of great importance. 

Forty-one elders, both man and women, attended tbe 

conference fro. Washington and Mobile Counties. The eldest was 

eighty-seven and the youngest fifty-seven (s- appendix). The 

Tribal Office had done an excellent job of notifying the elders 

and of arranging transportation. Two local political candidates 

provided b&rbec_, potato salad, slaw, and bread. '1'ha Indian 

wa.en brought aany different kinds of pies and cakes. The 

conference had a party ataosphera. Everyone hugged their 

favorite friends. 

When Jacqueline Matte introduced me, she mentioned that my 

husband was Dr. James T. Searcy's grandson. Dr. Searcy had been 

superintendent of the Alabama State Mental Hospitals. Searcy 

Hoapital, located in the area, had bean named for him, and he and 

hie physician brothera had given their services to a number of 

the local inhabitants when no other physicians were found in the 

area. As a response to my introduction, I told the group about 

my husband's visit to Searcy Hospital when he was a child, and of 

his fishing trip when a canoe full of Indiana paddled faster than 

my husband's party's outboard 1110tor could run. The elders knew 

that I kn- that they were Indian. From that 1110ment on, I was 
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accepted. My group was welcomed graciously by all, and several 

ladies hugged us qoodbye. We felt that having an all female team 

may have facilitated our research. The MOWA women were not 

reluctant to discuss childbirth, medical, or cooking and farming 

practices with us. On a visit at a later date, I found that 

everyone knew and accepted me. The MOWA were eager to help. 

The Elders' Conference was disappointing in one way. We had 

planned to conduct one-hour taped sessions and have all persons 

divided into six groups. These would rotate from one group 

leader to the next. Unfortunately, we had to hold some of our 

sessions in the four corners of the church. We had to raise our 

voices so that some of the old people could hear. The acoustics 

in the sanctuary were excellent. People were coming and going, 

and a number of private conversations took place. Usually only 

one or two people had much to say in any group, but their more 

silent friends prompted them. The groups were not ready to 

rotate at the same time interval. After two rotations, we stayed 

in the same groups. Next year I am going to suggest the sessions 

be held at the school, if possible, in order to minimize 

distractions. 

While we did not obtain the amount of material we desired, 

we did learn that many Amerind customs had been, or were 

practiced by these participants. we were able to identify many 
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individuals who had valuable information, which we could explore 

more fully on future occasions. We learned of new topics for 

future research. I felt as though I had regressed into the past. 

Old men told of making and using double-ender dugout canoes, 

blowguns, and bows and arrows. I learned how to trap a •gopher• 

(a large tortoise) and the best way to· cook •gopher-guts,• and to 

aake blood pie. My informants were surprised to learn that 

planting corn, squash, and beans in the same hill is not a common 

practice everywhere today. Some very interesting childbirth 

beliefs were reported. Pregnant women are not allowed to work in 

the fields because their presence would result in a lower crop 

yield, and they are not permitted to watch violent television 

programs because of possible harm to the fetus. By far the most 

fascinating reports dealt with three completely different 

episodes told by three different individuals of people who 

actually saw people fly on the backs of giant birds one was 

reported to be an eagle. Later, I was taken to the site of this 

bird's nest, Eagle Rock, by one informant. For a person to 

travel through the air on a bird's back is a widespread belief in 

Southeastern Indian folklore. 

I was charged by the story of the Apaches' last raid in 

Alabama. Geronimo's band vas temporarily imprisoned at Searcy 

Hospital. Some members were allowed to farm during the daylight 

hours. The Apaches stole a baby and ten gallons of sofkee 
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(fermented hominy), which had been made for the funeral wake of 

one of the MOWA. The federal authorities paid for the sofkee, 

more was made, the funeral was held, and the baby was returned. 

I heard old stories about a few notorious Indian outlaws -- one 

had killed thirty-seven men. 

At the beginning of this month, over sixty oral history 

tapes have been made. Some were made prior to my visits, some at 

the conference, and others are continuing to be produced. All 

tapes will be available at a later date from the Archives of 

American Minority Cultures, Gorgas Library, The University of 

Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. These are important as evidence 

for federal investigators and as research tools for future social 

scientist, and they are important to the MOWA as they reconstruct 

their history. There is no doubt in my mind, there has been a 

very strong Indian component in the heritage of these people. 

The Alabama Team was excited on their drive back to 

Tuscaloosa. We felt that we had discovered a virtually untapped 

source of information. We had made the participants feel useful, 

that their heritage was important, and that they should be proud 

of it. We had created a bond of mutual understanding that would 

make future work in the area easy for the Alabama Team. We are 

going to do all that we can to assist them with their federal 

petition. This paper itself records a brief incident in their 
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attempt to record their cultural history. The MOWA themselves 

had a wonder time visiting with old friends recalling the past. 

I think they are looking forward to the Second Annual MOWA 

Elders' Conference. I know I am. 

*Paper presented at the International Meeting of The Society for 
Applied Anthropology, Oaxaca, Mexico, April, 1987. 
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POSTSCRIPT 

April 26, 1989, I spoke to all the students at the 

Calceadever Indian School at Mcintosh, Alabama about their Indian 

heritage and told some Indian stories at a program sponsored by 

'fhe Alabama Humanities Foundation. Mr. Bearden, the principal, 

told me that the dropout rate among these Indian children is 67\. 

He is trying to build pride in heritage for these children in 

hopes of keeping them in school. Remarkable progress that has 

been made by both the Philadelphia, Mississippi Choctaw and the 

Poarch Creeks at Atmore, Alabama after they received federal 

recognition. I have had the opportunity to travel and visit 

throughout the state the last two years as a Humanities lecturer. 

The MOWA area is one of the most depressed areas that I have 

observed. Aid is greatly needed. These Indians deserve to be 

recognized. 
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FIRST MOWA ELDERS CONFERENCE 
May 15, 1986 

WELCOME: 

Introduction of local participants. 

PURPOSE: 

To discover and preserve the MOWA'a history (oral history 
consent forms explained). 

INTRODUCTION OF VISITOR PARTICIPANTS: 

Jackie Matte, washington County Historical Society 
Susan Greenhaw., University of South Florida 
Margaret Searcy, The University of Alabama 
Barbara Barker, The University of Alabama 
Jeanie Allen, The University of Alabama 
Janice Gilliland, The University of Alabama 

Division of group into discussion groups. Each elder 
will rotate from one discussion leader to another. 

TOPICS TO BE EXPLORED: 

1. Local history, hero-tales 
My relative at the battle at Ft. Mims. 

2. Festivals and holidays 
3. Burial customs 
4. Water crafts and fishing customs 
5. Pregnancy, births, and infant-mother care 
6. Polk medicine 
7 • Folk tales 
8. Diet and foods of today 
9. Indian recipes and food preservation 
10. Farming pr~ctices 
11. Horses, mules, and oxen 
12. Handicrafts 
13. Turpentine manufacture 
14. The timber industry 
15. Schools of yesterday 
16. Genealogy - filling in the gaps 
17. Music and dance 
18. Indian language and expressions 

MIHI LECTURES (15 minute limit): 

1. History of the area 
2. History of the MOWA 
3. OUr misleading censuses 
4. Traditional Indian Life (slide show) 
5. Archaeological treasures from Moundville (slide show) 
6. Music of today and yesterday 
7. Rural food habits 
8. Indian folklore and ita purpose 
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DRGARB'.r ZBBIIBR SDRCY 

Margaret Searcy's creation of award-winning books that, 
illuminate Indian culture highlights her career, as a cultural 
anthropologist at The University of Alabama. 

Her 7act and 7antasy series for the younqer reader adapts 
Indian myths and legends to the problems of the multi-ethnic 
classroom, while teachinq basic bioloqy, In 1980 she won the 
first award ever given by the Alabama Library Association for 
juvenile literature. Her ~iny Bat and the Ball ~ was cited as 
the honor book. 

Selections from ~be Race o£ 7litty Bu.aingbird and 71appy 
Crane, her poetic narrative enabling children to have fun with 
words while exploring varied ecological niches, have been set to 
music. These two books together with Alli Gator Gets a Buap on 
BiB Nose have been featured in several series by Alabama Public 
Television for grades K-3. 

Ber archaeological series for the intermediate reader is 
based upon extensive archaeological data and ethno-historic 
accounts. (She has taught Indian studies for over two decades.) 
This series consists of dramatic fact-filled narratives that give 
insight into lifeways of Southeastern prehistoric Amerinds at 
different periods. 

Ikva of the 2'a.p.le Mounds was dramatized on Alabama Public 
Television and aired numerous times as a part of the school 
curriculum. In 1976, Ikva of the !'e.-ple a:ounds won the Charlton 
w. Tebeau Price of the Florida Historical Society for •the best 
children's or young adults• book dealing with a Florida or 
Florida related subject.• rhe Chara o£ the Bear Clar Necklace 
and WalL Dog oL tbe Woodland Indians complete the series 
published by The University of Alabama Press. Searcy was chosen 
by the Equal Educational Opportunity Program of the University of 
South Dakota as one of the authors writing appropriate literature 
for Indian education. 

She is the author of numerous other publications including 
articles, filmstrips and tapes. ~he Mysterious Kound-Bailder 
Indians of the southeast is her most recent film~trip/cassette. 
Manuscripts of some of her books are a part of the DeGrummond 
Collection, University of Southern Mississippi. Her work is 
known internationally and has been approved for distribution by 
various institutions such as RIF and the Smithsonian. 

She has served as president of the Alabama Archaeological 
Society, vice-president of the Alabama Academy of Science,, and is 
active in a number of professional and civic groups. She is a 
founding member and former chairperson of The Guild of 
Professional Writers for Children. 
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She baa served aa a couultant, progru designer, story­
teller or lecturer for -ny workllhopa for au.aeuaa, libraries, 
Indian groups or other professional educational institutions both 
here and abroad. She bas been chosen •woman of the Year• by the 
Tuscaloosa Chapter, Business and Professional Women, and 
"Bducator of the Year" (1979) by Gamma Psi of Delta hppa. G&lllllll. 

In 1980, she was name4 "A Woman of Distinction for Your 
Contributions to Southern Culture• by Auburn University; and in 
1984, she received the United States Presidents• acknowledqement 
- signed by llixon, Ford, Carter, and Reagan - for her 110re than 
t-nty-five years of voluntary work with juveniles in criae 
prevention and diversion programs. The Alabama Humanities 
Foundation selected her as a Humanities lecturer for 1988. 

xargaret Searcy and her husband, Joseph Alexander Searcy, 
reside at a llulllber One Oaltlana, Tuscaloosa, AL 35406, Phone 205-
758-8882. Office I Department of Anthropology, Box 6135, The 
university of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487, 205-348-5947. 
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TESTIMONY AS TO THE" HISTORY OF CONTINUOUS SETTLEMENT OF SOUTH 
ALABAMA BY THE CHOCTAWS OF MOBILE AND WASHINGTON COUNTIES 

BY 

PETER RIVERS, TRIBAL GENEALOGIST 
PRESIDENT OF ALABAMA INDIAN ART COUNCIL 
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HISTORY OF CONTINUOUS SETTLEMENT OF SOUTH ALABAMA BY THE CHOCTAWS 
OF MOBILE AND WASHINGTON COUNTIES. 

The Great Spirit created the Choctaw people on a high hill (Nana 
Chafe.). In the South- we emerged and lived in harmony with nature 
until the coaing of the Europeans. The Europeans came in the 
16th century with Desoto. Desoto gave a prophecy of what was to 
come, he kidnapped the great Alabama Choctaw, Tuscaloosa and 
murdered him after he was greeted with friendship and generosity 
by the great soveriesn chief. 

The next contact between the Okla Hannili (Sixtowns) Choctaw of 
Alabama was when the French explorer Bienville and his brother 
o·rberville settled what is now known as the City of Mobile in 
1702. The Yowanni Choctaw of Alabama became the natural allies 
of the French and Spanish in the rivalry with the English and the 
A11erioans. 

During this period in history the Yowanni Choctaw people of South 
Alaba11a oaae to work in haraony with the French oountryaen. This 
area of Alabama was called the Mississippi Territory by the 
French and later by Allericans. There were a series of treaties 
between the kinas of Spain, Britain and France and the Okla 
Hannila Choctaw signed in the Indian Council house in the City of 
Mobile. 

Treaties were sicned between the United States and the Choctaw 
betining in 1778 and ending with the Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty 
in 1831. This treaty almost seceded all the land Bast of the 
Mississippi except reservation land that was given to the Choctaw 
who chose to stay. These include the Choctaw in what is now 
known as South Alabaaa. The Mobile-Washington County Choctaws 
are the intended beneficiaries of this treaty. 

The right to stay was granted to the Choctaw of the Mississippi 
Territory because Sixtowns had been the allies of the Americans. 
The Choctaw fought with Jackson in the Battle of Hew Orleans and 
against the Creeks at Horseshoe Bend in Alabama. The Yowanni 
Choctaw were guaranteed the right to homestead land, become 
citi3ens of the United States, and retain all of the rights and 
privileges as Choctaw Indians. 

The State of Alabama created Indian Jim Crow laws. These laws 
gave Indians no right to testify in court. Our French relatives 
tried to plead for rights. But influx of immigrants from Ireland 
and Georgia onto Indian land and the creation of laws that 
deprived Yowanni Choctaw of their right to due process caused 
much hardship. Choctaws of Alabama became more and more isolated 
from the Choctaw of Oklahoma and Mississippi, even though there 
were contacts between the three groups. When the Civil War 



tragedy happened in the u.s. the Choctaw again were used in the 
politics of Anglo-Sa~on Americans and fought on the side of the 
South. The Southern leaders aga~n promised to restore our stolen 
lands which were now mostly owned by large Northern companies and 
to recognize our rights under the Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty. 

T~ere were land disputes between the Federal government and the 
Yowanni Choctaw; but somehow these disputes were ignored by the 
Government and brushed aside. Many Indians were cheated out of 
land and of annuity payments promised by the U.S. Government, and 
many could not read and write at that time. During this period, 
known throughout history as the Trail of Tears, many Indian 
refugees from other tribes sought refuge among the Yowanni 
Choctaw. Some later moved on but many stayed and became what is 
known as the Choctaw community. 

Before the Civil War, the Choctaw of South Alabama had relatively 
stabilized their lifestyle and property, The Choctaw Academy, 
founded by Chief Pierre Juzan, operated to provide rudimentary 
education for Choctaw Youth. Great leaders emerged to lead the 
Yowanni Choctaw during this very turbulent time. Animosity 
toward the Choctaw was still present, but many of the French 
relatives of the Choctaw were the civil leaders in the City of 
Mobile, and helped to mediate disputes between the newly arrived 
settlers and the beleaguered Indians. 

Many Choctaw became prosperous property owners and were respected 
in the Indian and white communities. These individuals 
epitomized the strong continous cultural and political leadership 
that was present among the Choctaw Nation in Alabama. 

Tragedy struck in the form of the War Between the States. The 
Vowanni Choctaw allied itself with the losing cause of the South. 
All of the prosperity enjoyed by the Choctaw community was 
destroyed by this terrible war. Many Choctaw youth were killed 
or maimed in this confrontation. The South's premise of their 
recognition of the Choctaw rights under Dancing Rabbit Creek went 
unfulfiled. Many Choctaw packed their few valuables and joined 
their relatives along the Texas-Oklahoma border. 

Others, had neither the 
beloved Alabama. Rather 

heart nor the desire to leave their 
than leave Alabama, many moved to the 

more remote Choctaw Indian communities located in North Mobile 
and South Washington County. 

During the Reconstruction period, segregation occurred 
accompanied by loss of property, and loss of constitutionally 
guaranteed rights. Because of the disenfranchisement of 
Confederate veterans many Choctaw lost the right to vote. Many 
northern bureaucrats confiscated Choctaw land for ta~es that had 
been eMempt under the Dancing Rabbib Creek Treaty of 1831. 
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As before, the Choctaw peoples' survival was only due to the 
leadership of our great chiefs. Racism reared, its head. Indians 
were prohibited from attending schools with whites. And for a 
time in history, very little formal education could be acquired 
by Indian children. Again, the tradition of t;axation among the 
Choct;aw was used to ;acquire land, build roads construct 
buildings, and hire teachers to educate Choctaw youth. 

Independence from all outside assistance continued until 
religious groups again became interested in saving Indian souls. 
During this period, there existed in Mobile and Washington 
County, Alabama, a tri-racial school system, the black and white 
systems were supported by the State and the Indian system was 
completely autonomous except for books and instruction provided 
by the missionaries. This tri-racial school system existed until 
the 1970s when the Federal government forcibly desegregated South 
Alabama schools. 

The Yowanni Choctaw community was still very close 
defined. Choctaw religion and medicine was still 
missionaries attempted to repl;ace everything 
something religious. The Choct;aw elders, wanting 
ecomonic situation of their children, acquiesced 
demands of the rigid theocracy. 

knit and well­
practiced, but 
tribal with 

to improve the 
to many of the 

During these same years, 1880-1910, a second Indi;an Removal was 
taking place which affected the Choctaws. The Dawes Act, by 
which congress hoped to do ;away with reservations by dividing 
lands into individually allotted plots, became the boasis for 
United States Indian policy for 1887 to 1934. Allotment was 
carried out among many western Indians, and enrollments were 
taken among remnant southeastern Indians. 

The first enrollment affecting Choctaws was as act passed June 7, 
1897. This act "made it the duty of the Dawes Commission to 
report to Congress whether or not the Mississippi Choctaws were 
entitled to citizenship privileges." The Commission then made an 
investigation and reported that to be eligible for enrollment it 
would be necessary for such Indians to take up a bona fide 
residence in the Choctaw Nation and establish their identity as 
the descendants of those who had elected to take allotments under 
the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. Identification would 
normally have been established by showing that a request for 
allotment had been made under the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, 
but since Agent Ward had been intemper;ate, incompetent, as well 
as abusive to the Choctoaws he had kept no proper record of these 
requests. The Dawes Commission therefore assumed that the 
Choctaws living in Mississippi were the descendAnts of those who 
would h;ave m;ade ;a declaration of their intention to rem;ain if 
they had been given foair treoatment, and that no further 
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identification was necessary. Since this interpretation would 
have made every person of Choctaw descent in the area eligible to 
citizenship, the Supplementary Agreement provided that it sould 
apply only to full bloods, and that mixed bloods must prove that 
their ancestors had made applications for allotment under the 
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. The Supplementary Agreement also 
stipulated that persons identified as Mississippi Choctaws should 
not be eligible for enrollment unless they should remove to the 
Choctaw-Chickasaw country, and that they should receive 
allotments only after three years· residence. More than six 
thousand applications were received by the Dawes Commission 
during 1901 and 1902 by persons who claimed to be Mississippi 
Choctaws. Major efforts were made in 1903 by lawyers and land 
speculators to remove the Choctaws to take advantage of these 
allotments. 

It is doubtful if this second removal would have been pursued on 
a large scale without strong persuasion from whites because the 
Choctaws were illiterate and did not fully understand what was 
required. Many of the Choctaws who went to Oklahoma did not 
receive land, or were cheated of the land they received, and 
filtered back to Alabama and Mississippi. Several ancestors of 
Choctaws made application for the Mississippi Choctaw Roll. Some 
were identified, while others were unable to sufficiently prove 
their Choctaw ancestry. Many would not sign up for fear of being 
sent away. 

During the twenties, and with the Great Depression land that had 
been acquired, by the Choctaw people was lost. White landowners 
and companies usurped large tracts of land owned by the Choctaw 
people. This poverty continued until War World II. Many Indians 
were expert loggers and used these skills to assist the Choctaw 
people. During this time the first children were sent to 
colleges in Oklahoma and Texas. Many of the present day leaders 
of the Choctaw were educated at Bacone Indian College in 
Muskogee, Oklahoma, and Methodist schools in Texas. Some of the 
individuals returned in the middle to late fiftie~ to educate 
their people. 

During the 1950s and 1960s, there was a period of great 
prosperity in Mobile and Washington Counties. This prosperity 
did not include Indians. Large chemical and pulp plants provided 
jobs and economic opportunity for blacks and whites. Indians 
were not hired. Indian leaders continually lobbied Montgomery 
and Washington to help them with their situation. In 1966, the 
EEOC was successful in enforcing Olin Chemical Company to hire 
its first Indian. 

The enactment cf Civil Rights laws represented a turning point 
for the Choctaws of Alabama, offering significant choices not 
available to previous generations. Several authors who wrote 
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about the Choctaws of Alabama in earlier periods speculated that 
if the color bar were ever dropped, the Choctaw Indian·s 
identity, and indeed the tribe itself, would soon disappear. 
These predictions have proven to be absolutely wrong. To the 
contrary, the 1970s and 1980s proved to be a period during which 
expressions of Indian identity among the Choctaws have 
intensified rather than deolined. 

A Native American cultural program was begun in 1978 in Reed's 
Chapel and Calcedeaver schools (using federal Title IV-A Indian 
Education Funds}. In the following year a new constitution was 
adopted which re-organized a tribal council. The Alabama 
legislature passed a law recognizing the Alabama Choctaws rights 
as an Indian Tribe. The governing structure of the Alabama 
Choctaw consists of five council members and fourteen 
commissioners, the latter evenly divided between the two 
counties. An elected chairman leads the council. Framon Weaver, 
the current chairman, is also a descendant of Choctaw Chief, 
Robert Cole. 

The tribe maintains an office with a paid staff and full-time 
administrator, and provides a variety of services to tribal 
members located on the reservation property. An annual pow wow 
is held each year. The Mowa Choctaw Band reclaimed 211-acres of 
traditional Indian land near the boundary between Washington and 
Mobile Counties. This land, which includes the old sacred 
"'Indian sto11ping ground," is the site of a rapidly growing tribal 
complex. Choctaw cattle once again graze in this area, part of a 
program to rebuild herds. A commercial catfish farm has been 
developed along with a truck farm, and horiticultural nursery. 
The State of Alabama has recently legalized alligator farming so 
the Choctaws of Alabama will have an alligator farm. 

The recently acquired tribal land has been occupied by the 
Choctaws at least since the 1800s, when Robert Cole, Lem Byrd, 
and Dave Weaver moved their fa11ilies onto the Level. When the 
tribal council obtained their title, the former owner duly 
apprised the11 that there were "squatters" living on the land. 
The so-called squatters were in fact descendants of the original 
families who settled this area, and were well known members of 
the tribe. Reclaiming this land had religious as well as 
economic significance. After more than 300 years of continuous 
occupation, despite repeated efforts to disposess them, the tribe 
has now ~stablished a clear right to inhabit this area. 
Development of the property also offers a base upon which to 
build greater economic self-sufficiency and tribal control over 
resources that are valuable to the whole community. The history 
of these great people is far from over. 

The ultiaate goal of federal recognition is to be acknowledged as 
the descendants of those brave individuals who would not leave 
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our beautiful land in Alabama under Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek. The tribe humbly but resolutely ask Indian as well as 
non-Indian to help their friends right this historical wrong and 
ask the Federal Government to abide by the Treaty obligations 
that the Senate of United States approved and the president 
signed more than 150 years ago. We pray that all those involved 
will do what is right and good so the Choctaw people will grow 
and prosper and not suffer the wrongs in the future as we have in 
the past. The Mobile Washington County Band of Choctaw Indians 
ask the Great Spirit, our God for guidence in these endeavors. 

PETER RIVERS 
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Ally assistance your office can provide us in locating addresses or contact 
people for croups In your area would be gre•tlY appreciated. Your earliest 
response would be appreciated as we are required by the regulations to contact 
the &roups by October 2, "79. 
U you have·~ny questions, ptease write to the Commissioner, Bureau of Indian 
Af(aln, 1,1 Comtltutlon Avenue, N. '1'., 'floshinKton, O. C., 202U, Attentions 
Federal Acknowledgment Project, or call (70)) 2))-2)60. 

Sincerely, 

Director, Office of Indian Services 

Enclosures 
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D: 17 !lee 1939 @ 1ft'. llll1lB 
SEI: r 

IW!m !LIUBm (l!Af) mD (3) (111=26) 
1: 16 !lay 1880 to GfiJRGJ IIEAVBI! (3) (RII=27) @ llliiiL! CO. 
6 adldrea 
SEI: l 

JOI liiAYBI (RI•308) 
Single 
Mo adldrell 
SEX: II 

!LilA lllVBI! (RII=309) 
Siaglt 
llo Cbildrea 
SEX: r 

IASII WVD (RJiollO) 
Sillqle 
llo Qildr:e!l 
SEX: I 

JW IIEAVD (RI•311) 
Sillqle 
llo adldrea 
SEX: r 

'I'IIUISllAY IIEAVER (RI-312) 
Sillqle 
lla adldrea 
SEX: r 

SMORIIA IIEAVER (!11=313) 
SlDCJle 
lo adldreu 
SEX: r 

PltiJ!I!.l.l B'fll) (3) (RI-28) 
Sll: r 
(1: DIID YOOIIG) 

Sheet 16 
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VIRGIIU (JDIY) BYRD (3) (RI•29) 
M: 13 lug 1879 to !IDIAS llllVIR (3) (111-30) @ JUIILB 00. 
8 Cllildm 
sn: r 

Alll llllVIR (RI•314) 
M: to JERRY CIIBSTUG (111-315) 
lo Cllildm 
sn: r 

WVIJ llllVIR (RI=316) 
1: to IIIALY TAYUIR (RI•317) 
lo Cllildm 
sn: M 

!'RAJ( llllVIR (RI=318) 
M: to FADIE TAYLOR (RI=319) 
lo Cllildren 
SEI: M 

ED llllVIR (RI=320) 
M: to RILLA SIITB (RI=321) 
lo Cllildren 
sn: 1 

PEilCY llllVIR (RI=322) 
M: to l'RAIIII llllfER (RI-323) 
lo Cllildm 
sn: M 

IIAIY I. IlEA VIR (RI=324) 
1: 03 Aug 1895 to ALII RIVERS (RI=325) 
lo Cllildren 
sn: r 

Am! IIEAVIR (RI=326) 
M: to JIM CIIBSTUG (R1•327) 
lo Cllildren 
sn: r 

Jill IIEAVIR (RI-328) 

JULIA GIBSCII (2) (RI=lS) 

M: to 1I!S1III CIIBSTAIG (111-329) 
lo Cllildm 
m:i' 

1: to J!FF DAVIS (2) (RI•19) 
sn: r 

Slleet 17 
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Statement by Gallasnttd Weaver 

A Member of the Mowa-Choctaw Tribe 

The former Chairman of Alabama Indian Affairs and 

Present Principal of Reed's Chaoel School 

Although our tribe, the Mowa-Band of Choctaw lndians of 

South•»est Alabama has only bun recognized by the legislative 

process of Alabama since 1979, our people have banned 

together in a peculiar wooded area of north Mobile and south 

i.;Jashington County. This area encompasses about 30 miles in 

diameter and the tribe has resided here since the partial 

tribal removal in the early part of the 19th century. Our 

tribal heritage has been much like the Choctaws of 

Mississippi, The Por'h band of Creeks of the South Alabama, 

the CheroKees of North Carol ina, and some of the tribes of 

Lousiana. They all struggled and sur~ived until our 

governmental system recognized that all Indians of our area 

didro·'t go to Oklahoma. Therefore, you can sn our tribe as 

another link in the chain of social injustice that we would 

humbly ask this honorable committee to add~ess. These 

forernentiontd tribes wert fortunate to have gotten people in 

Washington's ears at an earlier date and have now removed 

their tribes from the poverty lints of tribal status. 

Hav ing been born in November 1933, I grew up 

experiencing, along with my tribe, the wrath of Jim Crowism 

upon Indians. We were not a11owed to vote o~ testify in 

court and when the Industrial re~olution finally came to the 
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rural areas. the industries here hir~d the BlacKs for certain 

strati~ied Jobs and the whites for the better paying Jobs. 

The ;ndustrial l eaders refused to hire any Indian people 

because of two basic reasons: 1. The big land owners had 

hinted to them that we were good at the timber business and 

that '"'e shouldn··t be diverted from that business; and 2. 

They Knew, fr·om some past experiences, the Indian wouldn 1 t 

acceot the, 'separate but equal', philosophy and policies of 

the Industr ial plants. These pol :cies specified different 

t·Jater founta ins, rest rooms, dressing rooms and lunch 

facilities, and were imposed upon and readily accepted by the 

BlacKs of this time. Since our people wouldn't accept such 

conditions, our tribal work force was excluded, We only 

became part of the work force when, former Congressman Jack 

Edw&rds won his election. We found him, not only to bt a 

good politician, but also a humanitarian. lt was through his 

~f~ective lobby for the inclusion of our tribe as part of the 

var·to\Js comoan1es aHirmiti•,. action pian, that we became 

part of the •»ork fol"ce. It was also the Civil Right laws, 

imoiemented during the Kennedy and Johnson administl"ations, 

that helped bring down the walls of Jim Crowism that had 

been in p l ace for so long among our people. 

Your honor. we can easily see a parallell between this 

recognition document ~f the B.I.A, and the Constitution of 

the Un i ted States. The constitution was written by many wist 

oeople. but it reflected a whitt male aristocatic 

chauvinistic philosophy. But one thing was good about this 

2 
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document. It provided for change, by amendments. It also 

contained the elastic clause "For the good and welfare of our 

nation•. The Federalist paper promised a Bill of Rights if 

the people would adopt the Constitution in its present form. 

True to their word, the people were given the Bill of Rights 

with the first 10 amendments. Later came the 13th, 14th and 

15th which freed the blackman, made him a citizen and gave 

him the ri;ht to vote. In 1920 1 there came about anothtr 

change with the 19th Amendment, which gavt women the right to 

vote and opened the door for their useful participation in 

the government. One Constitutional scholar has said the 

greatest part of the constitution is the part that provided 

for change. The 2nd greatest thing is that society has had 

the •-'lisdom and fortitude to su tht nttd for change and hu 

made the necessary changes as the country became aware of 

such need. 

Unlike the implementation of these constitutional 

changes, the B.I.A. has made no changes in the document, 

although they have testifitd themselves of the need for some 

changes. They have continued to perpetuate and stagnate the 

system. Hay I call your attention to some of the basic 

weaknesses with the BIA process. It has a double standard. 

If many of the tribal leaders who htlptd write tht documtnts 

should have their rights taktn away from them·, thtY wouldn't 

be able to get recertifitd, rt-authoriztd or recognized whtn 

using the same standards. 2. The scholars of the orocess 

Kn~-'~ the weakness of the system, but have done nothing to 
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correct or change the process, as was done with our 

Constitution. Tht B.I.A. has been self-serving and nas 

produced a group of elite aristocrat-thinking Indian leaders, 

who have btcorni much 1 ike some of the earlier Southerns 

aristacatic whites, who tried to defend the ways of the Old 

South in a system in ~hich they would say to the black and 

Jnd1an, "Washington may haue made you citizens, but we 

control the powers of the state and you must meet all of our 

local laws, oay poll taxn, recite part of the Constitution, 

and oe able to read and interpret the Constitution, before 

vou register to vote, In the meantime no whites were 

scrutinzed through the same process. The Federally 

recognized tribes have grandfathered themselves behind the 

walls of the system and they are able to use tax money to 

hire exoensive-lawyers and lobbiest and fly jet planes from 

place to place to fight against us as well as other worthy 

tribes. Such efiorts help keep worthy tribes from getting 

recognized by Congress. The most of these same tribes were 

once recongnized by Congress themselves. Now they are 

saying, itt me determine your fate. Its almost 1 ike having 

the fox guard the hen house. Mr. Bud Shepard, one of the 

authors of the B.l.A. pol icy, visited our tribe for a pre­

study of our group, stated that ht has never seen a more 

closely kni~ group of Indians, a ~eople who have stayed 

together and perserved their history and culture while 

enduring great hardship. He went on to say, "If Congress 

didn't recognized us, we may have trouble making it. because 
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of the way the hoops are layed out at the B.I.A. for our 

tribe and other tribes 1 ike our to jump through for Fedtral 

recognition•. He went on to say, •tn Alabama the capital was 

burned with all records during the civil war. In 1907, the 

Washington County Courthouse, a county in which all local 

records were kept, was burned along with all its records. 

Also, since our tribe was uneducated, very few records were 

kept to enhance our chances for success. Dr. Susan 

Greenbaum, an anthropologist from the University of South 

Florida, stated, "You are a very credible tribe, I hope some 

how you will make it to get the recognition that you desire 

and deserve•. 

In closing, may I say I have setn many of my elders die 

while waiting for their dreams of recognition to come true. 

Mr. Senator, my fathtr is 78 and mother is 76, please let 

them celebrate with me a birthday of our Federal tribal 

recognition before they move on into eternity with our maker, 

5 



722 

BIOGRAPHY 

OF 

GALLASNEED WEAVER 

A MEMBER OF THE MOWA-CHOCTAW TRIBE 

It '"'as November 16, 1933 ~nd the dawn of the great depression, when 

my parents, Mr. Lee Weaver & Mrs. Nancy Weaver, by the help of God, 

gave me a chance to experience tht joys of this 1 ife which started in 

n.e piney '"'oods of South Alabama near the little town of Mcintosh, an 

area that the local aborigines refer to as the 'heart of Indian 

Countr·y.'' 

! '"'as fortunate to have grown up at a time when the Southern 

Baptist missionaries had brought the Gospel ,as well as a chance for 

education,to our tribal neighborhood. The Methodists and the Catholics 

had started simil ir programs in other geographic areas of our tribe and 

serued in the interest of their churches. 

My mother always encouraged me to get an education. Soon I real­

ized that tf I was going to college, i would need to go to an 

accredited high school, Although our Indian mission school was a good 

one, 1t '"'asr,·'t accredited. After much prayer and consideration, I went 

to Acadia Baptist Academy of Eunice, Louisiana, a school that had been 

built to accommodate the Indians and Cajun French of Louisiana. 

found the spiritual environment and the quality approach to education 

very inspirational to my Christian, as well as, intellectual growth. 

graduated in May of 1953 and after worKing for a short time, I en­

rolled at Bacone Indian College of Muskogee, Oklahoma. My 1 ife was 

enriched wh i 1 e at Bacone '"' i th the opportunity to fe 11 owsh i p •» i th so 
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many fine Christi an students, .facu 1 ty members and student from 'iiome 53 

tribes. Most recently, this same college elected me to the Alumni Hall 

of Fame and placed me on its Board of Trustees. 

In 1956, I entered the U.S. Army to do a two year hitch. I wanted 

so much to go to Japan or Europe, but instead was sent to Alaska, a 

olace l later learned to love. 

AHer I left AlasKa, I came home and enr·o11~d at the University of 

Redlands at Redlands, California from which I earned my B.A. Degree. 

On mY way bacK to California from Alabama to complete my last 

year of college at the University of Redlands, I married my wife, an 

Oklahoma Cherokee, Laretta Fay Holt, who immediately became a special 

part of my 1 ife. She has given me so much, but two of the grtatest 

gifts are a healthy son, Kirby Laveral Weaver, who attended Bacone and 

later graduated from Northeastern State University in Tahlequah, 

Oklahoma, and is presently worKing as a c:oac:h and math teacher at 

Robertsdale High, and a lovely da~ghter, Lagall is Jean Harbuck Weaver, 

••JhQ has acq•Jil'ec:J her Masters Degree at the same universit;· and is now 

working at Jackson Middle school in Jackson. Alabama. She gave me a 

c~onder-ful son-in-1aw, Kenny Harbuck, who has added much to our 1 ife. 

After I graduated from Redlands, I cAme bacK to Alabama and be­

came employ~d by the Washington County Board of Education and worKed 

for them for seven years at our tribai school. At this time, ! won a 

fellowship to work on my Masters degree at the University of South 

Alabama. In 1969 l graduated with a degree in Administration with a 

Superintendent-Principal Certificate. 

After graduating, I was chosen by the Washington County School 

Boa.rd to become Principal of Reed·'s Chao~! Indian School and I have 
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In 1961, became the pastor of ~ivers Baptist Indian Minion in 

Sims .Chapel, Alabama under, our Field Missionary, to the southwest 

Alabama Ind:ans, Rev. E. R. Isbell. 

In 1984 was honored by being chosen as Chairman of the 

Commissioners for the Mowa-Choctaw Tribe, and was extended the 

oooortunity to represent our tribe on the Alabama Indian Affairs 

Cc·rnmission. As a mtmber of this distinguished Commission I was 

nonored again by be;ng chosen its Chairman and later served 3 other 

terms at that position. During these years I was chosen by Alabama's 

state Governor George C. Wallace, and l ater Governor Guy Hunt, to 

repres&nt the Alabama Indians to the Interstate Indian Conference for 

hvo d i Her en t terms and I have reprenn ted the Mowa-Choctaw to both the 

National Conferences of American Indian and the National Indian 

Education Conference for the last several years of which I hold a 1 ife 

time membership. 

I have very much enjoyed each Job and oosition that I have been 

privileged to have: but one of my grntest pleasures has come from 

serv1ng as an ambassador for the Indian Tribes of Alabama to the 

numerous r11gional and natior,al meetings on the affairs of American 

Indians and working with other Indian delegates trying to make things 

better for our peoole. 

? 
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STATEMENT OF DOUGLAS L. McCOY 
COUNSEL TO THE MOWA BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS 

As an attorney for the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians and law 

partner of former Congressman Jack Edwards, I have been involved 

in the effort to obtain federal recognition of the Tribe for 

approximately five years. During this time, I have met on 

numerous occasions with the Tribe's members and researchers to 

discuss and review the evidence assembled to support the Tribe's 

federal recognition effort. The purpose of my testimony before 

this Committee is to highlight certain aspects of the history of 

the MOWA Choctaws' efforts to obtain tribal recognition which 

deserve particular attention and emphasis, and which clearly 

demonstrate, I submit, the Mowa Choctaws' satisfaction of any 

reasonable criteria for recognition as an Indian tribe and 

establish their entitlement to Congressional recognition at this 

time. 

As was brought out in the testimony before the Senate Select 

Committee on Indian Affairs, work by genealogists, 

anthropologists and historians to assemble the information and 

documentation needed to present the MOWA Choctaws' petition to 

the BIA for federal recognition began over a decade ago. Indeed, 

the MOWA Choctaws' first submission to the BIA in connection with 

their effort to obtain federal recognition as an Indian tribe was 

in i983. Ultimately, the MOWA Choctaws and their supporters were 

able to prepare a "petition• that they believed reasonably 

addressed the BIA criteria for tribal recognition and that 



petition was submitted to the BIA. In submitting its initial 

•petition• to the BIA, the MOWA Choctaw Tribe and its researchers 

recognized that their efforts were not •complete• in all aspects 

and they expected that the BIA would have criticisms. Thus, even 

though their resources were and always have been extremely 

limited, the Tribe and its supporters have continued to search 

and research for additional evidence to support the MOWA Choctaw 

petition since the time that petition was first submitted to the 

BIA. I should point out, as I am sure the Committee understands, 

that the purpose of submitting the Tribe's petition in a less 

than •perfect• form at the outset was based on the length of time 

that the BIA review takes and upon the fact that requests for 

tribal recognition are considered, to some extent, in the order 

in which petitions are submitted. Accordingly, the Tribe 

presented its petition as soon as it was in a reasonable 

condition so that it could get itself "in line• for BIA 

consideration at the earliest possible time. 

The importance of this brief description of the history of 

the MOWA Choctaw tribal recognition effort is to make this 

Committee aware that the BIA's letter of obvious deficiencies 

dated February 15, 1990 outlining what the BIA described as 

•substantial" defects in the MOWA administrative petition for 

tribal recognition, reflected a critique only of the original 

MOWA Choctaw petition. Substantial effort with significant 

results followed the preparation of the initial MOWA Choctaw BIA 

2 
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petition, which effort and results I respectfully submit 

reasonably resolve all of the BIA's former criticisms. Moreover, 

in addition to the development of new information, the MOWA 

Choctaw documentation explaining and supporting the Tribe's 

contention that they are, and have since historical times been an 

Indian tribe, has been reorganized in a way that more clearly 

demonstrates satisfaction of the criteria for tribal recognition. 

Some of these "improvements" to the MOWA Choctaw tribal 

recognition argument materials were made specifically in 

preparation for the Senate Select Committee on Indian Affair's 

hearing on Senator Shelby's MOWA Choctaw tribal recognition 

legislation and other "improvements" were made in response to the 

BIA's obvious deficiencies letter. I believe that this 

Committee's review of these "improvements" to the Mowa Choctaw's 

original petition for federal recognition will resolve any 

concerns regarding whether the MOWA Choctaws are an Indian tribe. 

Indeed, I respectfully submit that judged by any reasonable (as 

opposed to bureaucratic and inflexible) standard, the MOWA 

Choctaw documentation and proof clearly evidences their 

entitlement to federal tribal recognition. 

The specific new and/or improved MOWA Choctaw tribal 

recognition documentation to which I would particularly direct 

this Committee's attention is the "Testimony of Jacqueline Matte" 

(which appears at Tab 5 of the "Index of Testimony in Support of 

S.362"), Mrs. Matte's "Proof of the MOWA Choctaw's Satisfaction 
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of the Seven BIA Criteria for Tribal Recognition• (which is also 

part of Tab 5 of the "Index of Testimony in Support of S.362"), 

the narrative entitled "A Social and Political History of MOWA 

Choctaw Settlements• (which appears at Tab 13 of the "Index of 

Testimony in Support of 8.362"), the "Testimony by Peter Rivers 

Regarding the History of Continuous Settlement of South Alabama 

by the Choctaws of Mobile and Washington Counties• (which appears 

at Tab 7 of the "Index of Testimony in Support of S.362") and the 

narrative entitled "Historical Legal Perspective of Choctaws of 

Mobile and Washington Counties, Alabama• (which appears at Tab 4 

of the "Index of Testimony in Support of S.362"). This 

documentation is specifically responsive to the BIA's critique of 

the original MOWA Choctaw petition for tribal recognition. 

In particular, in the BIA's previous reviews of the Mowa 

Choctaw's tribal recognition petition, it identified as the first 

deficiency of the MOWA Choctaw submission that: "The 

Acknowledgment regulations require that the group demonstrate 

that it has been identified as a tribal entity. The obvious 

deficiency letter requested that the group provide a chronology 

of MOWA history demonstrating the continuity of the group." For 

satisfaction of this criticism, Mrs. Matte's "Proof of the MOWA 

Choctaws' Satisfaction of the Seven BIA Criteria for Tribal 

Recognition" (see Tab 2) is directly responsive. At pages 1 

through 10 of this particular narrative, Mrs. Matte lists 

chronologically historical documentation reflecting federal 

4 



730 

government, state and local government, as well as historical and 

scholarly recognition of the Choctaws of South Alabama as an 

Indian tribe beginning as early as 1700 and continuing to the 

present time. (I should point out here that all of the documents 

referenced by Mrs. Matte's "proof" narrative are being submitted 

to this Committee as the "Exhibits" which accompany the MOWA 

Choctaws' "Index of Testimony in Support of S.362.") 

The "exhibits" submitted by the MOWA Choctaws in support of 

their S.362 testimony provide documentary proof of the continuous 

existence of the MOWA Choctaw tribe and of the continuous 

recognition of the tribe by outside governmental and scholarly 

entities. For example, Bernard Romans' map of 1772 as included 

in the records of the Alabama Department of Archives and History, 

identifies south Alabama Choctaw settlements and the names of 

some of the occupants of such settlements, including the names of 

direct ancestors of present-day MOWA tribal members. The 1780 

Washington County, Alabama deed book reflects land ceded by MOWA 

ancestral leader Piamingo Hometak. In 1801, the United States 

government entered a treaty with Mississippi Territory (south 

Alabama) Choctaws to establish a wagon trail through Indian 

lands. This treaty was signed by ancestral MOWA Choctaw tribal 

leaders including Hoshi Homa, also known as Captain Red Bird 

{Byrd is one of four surnames that accounts for more than half of 

current tribal membership.) In 1800, Byrd church was organized 

by members of the Cole and Brashears MOWA Choctaw families; a 

5 
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tr~bal church that continues to exist today under the name 

Aldersgate which it was given by Methodist missionaries. 

In documentation from the years 1814-1815, Choctaw warriors 

who fought in the War of 1812 under Captain Pushmattaha are 

listed, including MOWA Choctaw ancestors Piamingo, William Anders 

and Charles Juzan. In 1816, another treaty was entered between 

the United States and the Choctaw Nation of the Mississippi 

Territory and MOWA Choctaw ancestors Bob Cole and Turner 

Brashears were among the leaders of the Choctaw communities in 

what is now south Alabama who signed this treaty. (Recall again 

that it was the Cole and Brashears families who were the founders 

of Byrd Church.) In 1820, the united States and the Choctaw 

Nation entered the Treaty of Doak's Stand which was signed on 

behalf of south Alabama Choctaw communities by MOWA ancestors Bob 

Cole and Turner Brashears. In 1830, the United States and the 

Choctaw Nation of the Mississippi Territory signed the Treaty of 

Dancing Rabbit Creek which ceded the remaining lands of the 

Mississippi and south Alabama Choctaws to the United States and 

provided for the western removal of the Choctaw nation. That 

important Treaty reserved, however, that Choctaws who did not 

want to remove west but instead desired to remain in their native 

homeland "shall be permitted to do so . . [and) shall not lose 

the privilege of a Choctaw citizen." This treaty was signed by 

MOWA Choctaw ancestors Robert Cole, Pierre Juzan, Hoshi Homa 

(Captain Red Bird) and Zadoc Brashears. 

6 
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In an article describing "The Last Indian Council on Noxubee 

River" which was held in 1831, author H. S. Halbert reported the 

feelings of Choctaws who opposed moving west, including the south 

Alabama Choctaws: "the Sixtowns [Choctaws] .. are opposed to 

the treaty and declared that they would not go west." According 

to Mr. Halbert, the south Alabama Choctaws were represented at 

this council by Eli-tubbee (Chief Tom Gibson). The Mississippi 

Historical Society Publications, Volume IV, 1901, pgs. 271-280. 

In 1846, the Alabama Supreme Court decided the case of Brashears 

v. Williams, 10 Ala. 630 (1846) relating to the MOWA Brashears 

family and construing Alabama statutory law dealing with the 

Alabama Choctaw Indians who did not remove pursuant to the Treaty 

of Dancing Rabbit Creek: "The Act of 1832 extending the 

jurisdiction of this state over the Indian territory does not 

... take from a reservee, his citizenship as Choctaw . . In 

1850, ancestors of the MOWA Choctaws founded Reed Chapel Church, 

the second tribal church which continues in existence even to the 

present time. Obviously, this church was formed by members of 

the Reed Choctaw family. (Reed is another of the four surnames 

that account for over 50% of the present MOWA tribal membership). 

I personally presented testimony to the Senate Select 

Committee regarding the role of Congress as having contributed to 

the current plight of the MOWA Choctaws and to their non­

recognized status, and cited in support of my testimony the case 

of Choctaw Nation of Indians v. The United States reported in the 

7 
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U.S. Court of Claims' files. In the Court of Claims' records 

related to this case, there is a letter from Williams Wilkins, 

Secretary of War, to the President of the United States in· 1844. 

reporting: "Fourteen years have passed since the ratification of 

the treaty [the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek], and many honest 

claimants are as far frolli having what was due them by the treaty 

as when Ward refused to register the names of some, and destroyed 

the register of names of others, although Congress has passed 

three remedial laws on the subject." In other words, it was the 

misfeasance and malfeasance of Congress' own agent, Mr. Ward, 

which principally accounts for the failure to document and 

confirm the existence of this Tribe. 

In 1852, MOWA ancestral tribal leader Eli-tubbee (Tom 

Gibson), along with four other Mississippi territory Choctaw 

leaders, wrote President Millard Filmore on behalf of over 400 

Choctaws residing in southern Alabama near Mobile who did "not 

wish to emigrate but to remain where we are and become citizens.• 

In 1853, Dr. D. McVoy of Mobile wrote The Honorable A.H.H. 

Stewart, Secretary of the Interior, on behalf of Felix Andry 

regarding "Choctaw Indians living in this neighborhood 

[who] number over four hundred ... and [who] are altogether 

unwilling to remove west and wish to become citizens of this 

region.• Documents from the files of the U.S. Court of Claims 

for the case of The Choctaw Nation of Indians v. The United 

States again support the presence and continuing tribal existence 
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of the MOWA Choctaws during this period. Included in such 

documentation, confirming MOWA oral history, are the depositions 

of MOWA Choctaw ancestors James Campbell, Alexander Brashears, 

Charles Frazier, Robert Cole, Peter Cole, Eli-tubbee (Tom Gibson) 

and Pierre Juzan. In 1890, the U.S. Census reported 402 Choctaws 

living in Mobile County, Alabama. In 1897, an article by H. 

Austill appeared in the Daily Register of Mobile, Alabama 

observing that Choctaw Indians were frequently seen on the 

streets of Mobile. 

In 1924, Hilary Herbert Holmes made a survey of "The so 

called CAJAN settlements in Southern part of Washington County, 

Alabama• for Alabama Governor William w. Brandon. In this 

survey, Holmes explained: "There was the descendants of the old 

Choctaw Indians. These Indians had always been the friends of 

the white man ... it was only fitting that their Chief 

Pushmattaha (recall my earlier reference to war of 1812 and Chief 

Pushmattaha's regiment of Choctaw soldiers including MOWA Choctaw 

ancestors) should have been buried in a soldier's grave at 

Arlington. Many of their descendants still remain in these 

hills. They are tribal in their likes and dislikes and 

often object to other families sending to their schools.• Survey 

at pgs. 9 and 18. Holmes' 1924 report also completely dispels 

the Cajan label which has often and wrongly been attached to the 

MOWA Choctaws and their ancestors: "These people are not 

Acadians. They are, therefore, not Cajans, which is a corruption 
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of the term Acadian. THEY NOT ONLY DO NOT CLAIM TO BE REMOTELY 

KIN TO THE FRENCH BUT DISCLAIM ANY SUCH DESCENT. They claim that 

they are descended from Indian and Spanish and of course white or 

American Ancestry . . . The term [Cajan] was applied to them by 

an old gentleman who was in business among them [and] the 

term stuck. They are spoken of by that name by all other classes 

of people who come in contract with them." Survey at pg. 22. 

In the Sunday edition of the Birmingham News of May 15, 

1927, an article by James M. Glenn, Ph.D., titled "Indians Still 

Make Homes in South Alabama Counties: Familiar Figures in Small 

Towns,• states: "The writer has seen members of the Choctaw 

tribe in upper Mobile County." In ~935, in Senate Report number 

781 entitled "Claims of Choctaw Indians of Mississippi," it is 

reported that "approximately 1800 individuals . . . live in small 

communities chiefly in Mississippi, Alabama and Louisiana, 

following to a large degree their primitive customs, and who had 

until recent years neither government nor state aid, education or 

otherwise." 

In 1979, the Alabama House and Senate recognized the 

sovereignty of the Choctaws of Mobile and Washington counties. 

In 1980, the rights of the Mobile-Washington County Choctaws as a 

sovereign Indian tribe was affirmed by then Alabama Attorney 

General Charles Graddick. 

10 



Again, the preceding merely represents examples of the 

documentation that supports the MOWA Choctaw request for tribal 

recognition. I am certain that this Committee can appreciate 

that this documentation has been extremely difficult to compile 

and that the effort to assemble it has been monumental. Indeed, 

the significance of many of the documents listed in this 

chronology was not appreciated until after numerous reviews had 

been made and until information from other documents had been 

discovered which revealed the relationship of such documentation 

to the MOWA Choctaw Tribe. In other words, the MOWA Choctaws 

obviously did not keep a written history inasmuch as they have no 

written language. Accordingly, in order to go back and attempt 

to reconstruct the history that is required by the BIA, it is 

necessary to search an almost limitless body of literature and 

documentation because one does not begin with the series of known 

events for which documentation must be located, but instead one 

must review every available source of historical documentation so 

that the events of tribal recognition can themselves be 

identified. When you add to this already enormous task the fact 

that tribal ancestors often had both Indian and Anglo names, that 

the spelling of these names by European and American document 

writers was most often phonetic so that any number of different 

spellings might exist for one name, that many MOWA Choctaw 

ancestors had •marks" rather than signatures and that the 

documentation that does exist reflects the impression of "white• 

writers as to what and with whom they were dealing, rather than 

11 
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the accounts of Indians themselves, I am sure the Committee can 

appreciate the burden of the effort that has been necessary to 

assemble this chronology. 

I would also point out that Mrs. Matte's documentary 

chronology is not the only significant new proof supporting the 

MOWA Choctaw tribal recognition effort. Mrs. Matte's historical 

testimony as well as the "Social and Political History of MOWA 

Choctaw Settlements" which she prepared, and the testimonies of 

John Rivers, Tribal Counsel, and Peter Rivers, also demonstrate 

that the MOWA Choctaws have now addressed the BIA's criticism 

related to the Tribe's original recognition petition and 

criterion (a) of the BIA Tribal Recognition Regulations. 

With respect to the BIA's criticism of the original MOWA 

Choctaw tribal recognition petition under criterion (b) of its 

Tribal Recognition Regulations, the BIA previously stated: "More 

detail on communications systems, visiting patterns, and 

community institutions is needed to demonstrate that the groups' 

membership forms a cohesive community." Again, I respectfully 

submit that the testimonies of Mrs. Matte, John Rivers, Peter 

Rivers and the narrative, "A Social and Political History of MOWA 

Choctaw Settlements" (also prepared by Mrs. Matte) are responsive 

to the BIA's criticism under its criterion (b) and are conclusive 

in resolving that criterion. Specifically, I would refer the 

Committee to pages 4 through 8 of Mrs. Matte's historical 

12 
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testimony. In that testimony, she describes in general the 

community •system• of the MOWA Choctaws and details, in 

particular, the establishment of the two early churches of the 

MOWA Choctaw Tribe and how those churches became the foundation 

for tribal schools, which churches and schools continue in 

operation to the present time. I believe that the Committee will 

agree with me that the most basic indication of the existence of 

communities from earliest history to the present is institutions 

of religion and education. In other words, the existence of a 

church, a cathedral, a temple or the like is a clear and 

historically recognized indication of a "community.• As Mrs. 

Matte points out, the MOWA Choctaws are able to trace their 

churches back to as early as 1800, thirty years before the effort 

to remove southeastern Choctaws to Oklahoma, so that this Tribe 

can clearly establish that it had an existence dating back to the 

earliest history of this area. Moreover, the Tribe's proof that 

these churches have continued to exist and operate through the 

present day definitively establishes that the Tribe's existence 

has been continuous. 

The presence of these MOWA Choctaw churches is not the only 

evidence of the continuity of the existence of the MOWA Choctaw 

Tribe as the Committee's review of the rest of the testimony 

referenced above will indicate. However, the continuity of these 

churches is the clearest evidence of the MOWA Choctaws continuous 

tribal community and establishes unequivocally that MOWA Choctaws 

13 
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are a "historical" Indian tribe. Also related to this BIA 

criterion, it should further be pointed out that in addition to 

the documentary evidence discussed herein, there are hundreds of 

hours of taped interviews with MOWA elders which also clearly 

establish the existence and continuity of the MOWA "community." 

The expense of transcribing these tapes, however, is prohibitive 

given the limited resources of the Tribe and it is unlikely that 

the BIA is willing to accept this evidence in its present form or 

that it would even consider such evidence significant given the 

BIA's disdain for non-documentary proof. 

With respect to the ETA's criticism of the original MOWA 

Choctaw tribal recognition petition under criterion (c) of its 

Regulations that "[t]here is very little specific information in 

the MOWA petition regarding the historic and current MOWA 

governing system as required by the Acknowledgment regulations," 

the •new• documentation most responsive to this criticism is the 

"Proof of the MOWA Choctaws' Satisfaction of the Seven BIA 

Criteria for Tribal Recognition" (see Tab 5), the "Testimony of 

Jacqueline Matte" (see Tab 5) and the "Social and Political 

History of Choctaw Settlements• (see Tab 13) submitted by 

historian Jacqueline Matte. As Mrs. Matte repeatedly explains, 

however, MOWA Choctaw, and indeed all Choctaw "government," was 

very informal. Mrs. Matte identifies the earliest known 

"leaders" of the MOWA Choctaw ancestral tribe and also identifies 

the descendants of those leaders who "inherited" leadership 

14 
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roles. Moreover, as Mrs. Matte explains, tribal leadership of 

the·MOWA Choctaws was provided by tribal elders, not particularly 

by one individual, so that MOWA •political" history does not lend 

'itself to a list of "leaders" as suggested by the BIA. The 

•role" of historical ~OWA Choctaw leaders is reflected in the 

documentary exhibits to the testimony in support of S.362 in 

terms of those leaders being the signers of treaties, petitions, 

inquiries and the like and the founders of the Tribal churches. 

I am sure the Committee will note, as it reviews excerpts of Mrs. 

Matte's chronology which I cited in detail above, that the same 

names appear repeatedly as leadership representatives of the 

historical MOWA tribe. The BIA's request that the MOWA Choctaws 

otherwise provide a "description" of the role of these tribal 

leaders in the history of the tribe again ignores historical 

reality that the MOWA Choctaws do not have a written history to 

preserve such details. Quite simply, the BIA criteria demands 

evidence of formal Choctaw Indian •government" where it was not 

the tradition or practice of Indians to have a "formal 

government.• Based on their actual method of governing them­

selves, the MOWA Choctaws believe that they have responded to the 

BIA's criticism of their original petition under its criterion 

(c) and that their documentary chronology provides sufficient 

objective details regarding MOWA tribal leadership. 

The BIA's criticism of the original MOWA petition under 

criterion (d) of its Regulations, in its obvious deficiency 
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letter to the MOWA Choctaws, was based upon the absence of "a 

copy of the group's by-laws ... council minutes or resolution 

which formally adopted the group's membership requirements, as 

well as a copy of the membership form used by the group." Again, 

this criterion reflects an unnatural expectation by the BIA that 

Indians govern themselves by the same formal methods and 

documents as whites. Nonetheless, the MOWA Choctaws did 

incorporate themselves in 1979, they enacted by-laws in 1982 and 

they enacted a constitution in 1985. Copies of all of these 

documents are among the exhibits submitted to this Committee and 

they have also been provided to the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 

response to its obvious deficiencies letter. 

Finally, the BIA criticized the Mowa Choctaws' original 

tribal recognition petition with respect to its criterion (e) for 

federal recognition as follows: "Whi l e the MOWA claim Indian 

ancestry, the documentation submitted with the petition is 

ambiguous." The MOWA Choctaws are unable to understand what is 

meant by the BIA in making this criticism. The BIA has been 

supplied with the ancestry charts for tribal members which 

ancestry charts were prepared by noted genealogist Doris Brown. 

(I understand, incidentally, that Ms. Brown has been offered 

certification by the BIA as an Indian genealogist.) These 

ancestry charts have also been furnished by the Tribe to this 

Committee as part of the exhibits to their testimony supporting 
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S.362. The MOWA Choctaw ancestry charts establish that MOWA 

tribal members are Indians. 

In evaluating the BIA's criticism in this regard, it is also 

significant that, in its letter of obvious deficiencies to the 

MOWA Choctaws, the BIA stated: "William Harlan Gilbert describes 

two different groups of people, the Creoles and the Cajuns, in 

the area of Alabama where the MOWA are located. Your petition 

suggests that the groups' current membership comes from both of 

these groups. A more extensive discussion of these two groups in 

your narrative might clarify their relationship and how each has 

become a part of your current group." This statement by the BIA 

reflects a failure either to carefully review or to understand 

the work of Mrs. Matte. Mrs. Matte clearly explained, in the 

history she submitted with the original MOWA petition, the 

derivation of the labels "Creole" and "Cajun" and how those 

labels had no cultural basis. The inappropriateness of these 

labels is also clearly established by the 1935 Survey conducted 

for Alabama Governor William w. Brandon, by H. H. Holmes 

referenced above. Indeed, the "Cajan" and "Creole" monikers are 

even rejected by authorities referenced by the MOWA Choctaws' 

opposition: "They bear the name Cajun, or Cajan. The word bear 

is used deliberately inasmuch as the people themselves regard it 

as a burden. They heartily dislike the word, and use it among 

themselves only in a pejorative sense, or in a joking, put-down 

manner. Actually, they have no known ancestral connection with 
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the French-speaking Cajuns of Louisiana." ~"The History and 

Social Topography of an Ethnic Island in Alabama," Phylon, Second 

Quarter (summer) 1975. (This article was submitted to the BIA 

related to the MOWA Choctaw Tribal Recognition Petition by an 

attorney working with Mr. Eddie Tullis, an opponent of Mowa 

Choctaw federal recognition). 

In fact, although the "criteria" that was of most 

significance to the Senate Select Committee in its hearing on 

Senator Shelby's Mowa Choctaw federal recognition legislation was 

whether the MOWA Choctaws constituted a historical Indian 

"tribe", the MOWA Choctaws felt compelled to dedicate a good 

portion of their testimony to the issue of whether their members 

were, in fact, Indians. The testimony of anthropologist Mrs. 

Margaret Z. Searcy presented at the Senate Select Committee 

hearing was strictly for the purpose of responding to cultural 

criticisms of the MOWA Choctaws and conclusively proved, I 

submit, that MOWA Choctaw tribal members~ Indians. Although 

their concern may be somewhat of an overreaction, some of the 

recent criticisms directed at the MOWA Choctaws' efforts to 

obtain tribal recognition have caused them to feel a need to 

defend themselves on even the most basic issues related to their 

entitlement for recognition. The purpose of the testimony 

presented by the MOWA Choctaws at the Senate Select Committee 

hearing was to constructively prove their case, not to attack or 

demean the character of any other person or group. However, 
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given the nature of some of the opposition to their tribal 

recognition efforts, the MOWA Choctaws felt that it was only fair 

that the Senate Select Committee know the full history of their 

involvement with those who now attack MOWA Choctaw tribal 

recognition. 

As Senator Shelby has pointed out, the MOWA Choctaws' 

current most vocal opponent is Chairman Eddie Tullis of the 

Poarch Band of Creek Indians of Alabama. In a letter dated 

September 24, 1990 to Senators Inouye and McCain, Mr. Tullis 

contended: 

In light of the strong evidence questioning 

the validity of many of the claims of the 

MOWAs to be a legitimate tribe I am startled 

and deeply disappointed . . . that decisions 

are not being based on the merits of the case 

but rather on the persistent insistence of 

Senator Shelby that this group of 

constituents of his be allowed to circumvent 

the established system and criteria for 

determining the existence of a tribe and 

tribal government. Various Masters 

Theses have been written about the MOWAs and 

concluded that they are of Cajan descent. 
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With respect to Mr. Tullis, however, it is very significant that 

in 1981 he wrote Chairman Framon Weaver of the MOWA Choctaws 

related to the efforts of the Poarch Creeks to gain federal 

recognition stating: 

This letter is to formally ask your ~ in 

the spirit of Indian brotherhood [to] support 

our efforts for federal recognition . we 

as Native Americans must work together to 

protect our rights. I assure you that if you 

assist us with our struggle for federal 

recognition you can count on us to be there 

when your petition is ready for consideration 

by BAR. 

Mr. Tullis' present opposition to MOWA Choctaw tribal 

recognition is not academic, but is instead purely economic based 

upon his fear that recognition of the MOWA Choctaws may interfere 

with investment he is seeking for development of his tribe's 

gambling operations which investments are apparently contingent 

upon his ability to ensure that there will not be competition in 

those operations. Related to his letter of September 24, 1990, 

Mr. Tullis knows that his reference to a •cajun• cultural origin 

of the MOWA Choctaws was both derogatory to the tribe and was 

fraudulently contradictory to his own letter of 1981, and, even 

more astounding, to the Phylon article referenced above which was 
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provided to the BIA by one of the lawyers working with Mr. 

Tullis. The most unfortunate effect of Mr. Tullis' criticisms is 

that the MOWAs have had to devote a part of their limited 

resources to respond to his false suggestions. 

Returning once again to the merit of the MOWA Choctaws' 

request for tribal recognition, given the fact that MOWA Choctaws 

now contend, as indicated above, that they can and have addressed 

and have responded to the BIA's "obvious deficiencies• review of 

their initial petition, the question that certainly must occur to 

this Committee is why this tribe should then receive legislative 

attention rather than simply letting the BIA continue to process 

and presumably act favorably upon the MOWA Choctaw Tribe's new 

information and documentation. There are several reasons why the 

MOWA Choctaws deserve Congressional rather than administrative 

consideration of their request for tribal recognition. 

First, there is no assurance whatsoever, although the MOWA 

Choctaws believe that they have satisfied any reasonable criteria 

for judqinq their historic tribal existence, that the BIA will 

favorably receive the MOWA Choctaws' new information and 

documentation. In this regard, I would like to make reference to 

a letter of Bud Shepherd, former Chief of the Branch of 

Acknowledgement for the BIA from its inception in 1976 until his 

retirement in 1988. (A copy of Mr. Shepherd's letter is attached 

hereto). In this letter, Mr. Shepherd points out that •despite 
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initial intentions to the contrary, the [BIA] acknowledgement 

staff has become increasingly more demanding with regard to the 

amount and kind of evidence it is requesting." Indeed, in 

comments that are particularly pertinent to the circumstances of 

the MOWA Choctaws, Mr. Shepherd observes in his 1991 letter that: 

"The burdens of research and the kinds of documentation necessary 

are impossibly difficult to obtain for most groups. This is 

especially true for groups which adopted a survival strategy of 

avoiding the mainstream of society or which lived in out-of-the-

way, unsettled areas. . [Such groups] cannot produce the 

documentation required by the present process." In fact, this 

burden is magnified by the fact that, as Mr. Shepherd explains, 

the regulations for administrative tribal recognition (that he 

was instrumentally involved in producing} exceed the standard for 

tribal acknowledgment traditionally applied by Congress: "As the 

drafter of the Regulations, I know that we were being 

extraordinarily cautious as we drafted the criteria. There was a 

general feeling that if bureaucrats were going to make this kind 

of decision, there needed to be clear, stringent standards that 

would probably go beyond those which might be used by Congress." 

Indeed, in light of a recognition by the drafters of BIA 

regulations for tribal recognition that their criteria exceeded 

Congressional standards, and in light of the recognition that 

such criteria burdened tribes which because of historical 

circumstances simply would not be able to produce the 

documentation required by the BIA regulations, Mr. Shepherd 
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explained that it was never the intent of the producers of the 

BIA tribal recognition regulations that the BIA process would be 

exclusive: "Initially the BIA maintained a policy that 

they would recommend other avenues which the group might pursue, 

such as legislation." 

Thus, it is completely consistent with the original intent 

under which the BIA tribal recognition regulations were written 

that the MOWA Choctaws should be permitted to pursue legislative 

tribal recognition. Of course, the BIA presently disagrees that 

this would be appropriate. In this regard, Mr. Shepherd 

regretfully notes: "There, however, appears to have been some 

inadvertent changes in the thinking within the Bureau about this 

issue. It seems now that ... Bureau officials will not accept 

the possibility that Congress could exercise its prerogative of 

legislative acknowledgement. In other words, the bureau 

standards are the only acceptable standards for acknowledgement 

of an Indian tribe acceptable to the bureau.• Mr. Shepherd 

correctly observes, however, that this current BIA thinking: 

"ignores the Congressional plenary authority to recognize Indian 

tribes." 

The MOWA Choctaws are certainly a case of an Indian group 

"which adopted the survival strategy of avoiding the mainstream 

of society [and] which lived in [an] out-of-the-way, unsettled 

area.• Despite its significant efforts and the substantial 
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dacumentation the Tribe has found and submitted, there remains 

considerable doubt that such documentation is sufficient under 

BIA tribal recognition criteria as that criteria is currently 

being applied (although not as such criteria was originally 

intended). As Mr. Shepherd recognizes, Congress has plenary 

authority to recognize Indian tribes and, given that the MOWA 

Choctaws have presented the substantiation necessary to satisfy 

Congressional standards and that their recognition is sponsored 

by the Alabama Congressional Delegation and supported by numerous 

others, there is no reason why Congress should not take up and 

pass favorably upon the pending proposed legislation for federal 

recognition of the MOWA Choctaws. Indeed, such action would send 

an appropriate message to the BIA that the administrative process 

quite simply must be changed to reacknowledge its original intent 

and purposes. 

Expediency, is not the only reason for Congressional 

recognition of the MOWA Choctaws. As I stated in my testimony 

before the Senate Select Committee, the action of Congress 

requested by the MOWA Choctaws could more accurately be 

characterized as a •reaffirmation• of MOWA Choctaw tribal 

existence rather than a •recognition• of their existence as an 

Indian ~ribe. The MOWA Choctaws contend, and have proved through 

the testimony and supporting exhibits that are before the Senate 

Select Committee, the fact that their leaders were signers of the 

1830 Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek which guaranteed that those 
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Choctaws who did not want to remove west "shall be permitted to 

do so . . . [and] shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw 

citizen." The MOWA Choctaws are the modern day descendants of 

members of the Sixtown Choctaws who elected, as provided by 

Article XIV in the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, to remain in 

Alabama and who did and do remain in Alabama acting as a tribe, 

existing as a community and operating their own schools and 

churches even to the present date. Indeed, as also explained 

above, efforts of the Alabama Choctaws to claim under Article XIV 

of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek subsequent to that treaty 

were actually frustrated by Congress' own agents so that Congress 

should rightfully accept responsibility for the MOWA Choctaws' 

current state of non-recognition. The proposed legislation 

before this Committee is Congress' opportunity to right this 

historical wrong. Congress, not the BIA, has the duty and 

authority for enforcement of treaties. 

I greatly appreciate the Committee's attention to my 

comments. I also appreciate what I know will be this Committee's 

thorough and fair consideration of the MOWA Choctaws' legislative 

effort to obtain federal tribal recognition. 
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~eter: The first thing we want to address that this is the 
community. the two (inaudible) communities being the Byrd 
Jommurnty C\nd the Reeds Chapel community. And (inaudible) 
you start talking telling a little bit about bow it was when 
you WAre growing up, about your mother and so •m. 

Leon: What kind of life we had? 

Peter: Yes. sir. 

Leon: It was~ prAtty hard life I'll tell you right now. 
Well. we was raised in Mobile County and we came up 
peacefully in Washington County. Then in later years after 
I married rinaudible) settled in in Washington County for 
~he iast 45 years. In my life time. and growing up as a 
Indian child, my daddy, he went to war, service in my 
younger days, and after he got out of the war he and my 
mother never did live together more, we seen a pretty hard 
life. I had to start working early, didn't have the 
privilege of getting an education like I hoped to give my 
kids and I fought real hard to try to educate them cause I 
didn't have the privilege to go on, I had to get out and try 
to help momma survive, me and the young ones (inaudible) 
and what little schooling I got, well you really couldn't 
~ount it cause ... Now the white people and the black people 
all recognize us as Indians and anything and they didn't 
want to accept us in the white schools and the blacks 
wouldn't accept us and so they finally came up with a 
school. Shady Grove in Calvert. West Calvert. They named it 
West Calvert School. And then Ms. Murphy was the first one 
I remembered (inaudible) and they came in started teaching 
and what little learning I got I went there some when I was 
able to go. Then I came us here some to separate school and 
so on. I mean trying to get an education like that, in and 
out, in and out, you just couldn't succeed getting an 
education. And through my life history I seen what it was 
really important for people to have an education because 
other people does things (inaudible) education so I always 
regret not getting none but wasn't nothing I could do about 
it. But I always said if I ever married and had a family at 
all there was two things I wanted to do: I wanted to be a 
father for my kids and give them all the education that I 
possibly could see them get. So I thank the Lord, he has 
blessed me to that effect. All my kids have got pretty good 
education and I am proud of that. 

As far as families, I've been knowing the families 
(inaudible), a lot of 'em is dead and gone. which they had a 



hard life, too. You know that of course. (inaudible) In my 
life time they seemed just about, you know, really worse 
than we did because in my life time coming up poor, really 
people (inaud~blel for us along, by being unable to have our 
father with us helped us along (inaudible) and I appreciate 
that. It's something to be proud of. 

As far as Indian is concerned, I never had any doubt in my 
mind because all of our people is Indian. I ain't never had 
any doubt in my mind about whatsoever about that. Cause, 
and then people around us, most of them they didn't want to 
accept us in. The white would go with the blacks. t have 
to say I reckon if I give any credit to anybody it would be 
the white race of people because they more friendly to 
Indian people than black society seems. 

Peter: As far as helping? 

Leon: Yea, right. As far as helping, missionary work, ya 
know, and doing about, and that wasn't an easy life. 

Peter: What year was your father in war? World War I? 

Leon: Yea, World War I. And then I came along in World War 
II. 

Peter: So that was about 1914-15? 

Leon: Yea. 

Peter: When the war was over, did he get out? 

Leon: No, he got out •.• I believe the war was over when he 
got out. 

Peter: 1919 

Leon: Yea. 

Peter: Pid they have anything like the GI Bill then? Po 
you know? 

Leon1 Who, him? 

Peter: Yes, did they have a GI Bill? 

Leon• No they dido't have a Gl Bill. Them men go, say, 
what little refreshments got on the schooling I went under 
the Gl Bill. 

Peter: Okay, that's World War Il? 
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Leon: Yea. that's World War II. And they graded me as high 
as seventh grade learning and I mean ... 

Peter: The school, Shady Grove. does it go through the 
sixth. the twelth grade. or what? 

Leon: Well. they, really they sixth grade, but now there 
was some of the students after they came down here to work, 
some of the students had gone to high school and then they 
sent them off. Some when to churches. and one to Texas and 
places like that to finish up I don't know of about two or 
three ... 

Peter: Excuse me. !inaudible) what school (inaudible) 
along with you? 

Leon: No. that was ... yea. Calvert and I went to school some 
but now he didn't go to Shady Grove. Hs. Murphy was 
teaching out in the. what they call Weaver school out there 
and that's where Gallasneed Weaver built and developed it. 
It's what they call the Weaver School. Old man Coon Weaver 
started, I mean he was teaching down there. So Mrs. Rogers 
and Mrs. Byrd she taught Indian children. But know, Michael 
Byrd and Elizabeth Byrd they was the only two .. 

Peter: (inaudible) 

!..eon: Yea, yea he did. And (inaudible) Byrd she went Qn. 
And then from out there I thing Calvin and Hattie, they was 
sister and brothers. 

Peter: <inaudible) 

Leon: Hichael Byrd (inaudible) brother. in fact the only 
brother she ever had. And then the baby girl. Peggy Byrd, 

Peter: <inaudiblel 

Leon: Yeap, yeap. Right out there at .... year, before they 
built the little school right out there. they used to go 
into a church - they had an old church ... 

Peter: On Red Fox Road? 

Leon: Yes, right after you top that first hill leaving 
Calvert, out there to the left, there is a cemetary 
there ... There is an acre of land ... and we had to walk from 
down there in Calvert out there to the top of that hill, 
about 2 - 1/2 miles. 
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Pet~r: What vear was that 

l eui";: G11. my goodne-ss. it nad to have been 1n t.he 40 · s. 

Peter: Okay, what vear were you born? 

Leon: [ was born in 1922. 

Peter: 5o late 20's -early 30's. 

Leon: '•ea. It was in the 30's. Because f know that Ms. 
Roger~ and Ms. Murphy (inaudible) 135 Fullwood Court. 
Rogers and Murphy. 

Peter: Were they state supported or did they all pay by 
private fund? 

Leon: No they, the county or the school board must have 
sponsored ..• 

Peter: know that they said earlier that before the state 
took over that the community was taxed. Each community paid 
a certain amount at money for education. 

Gallasneed: •.. per year •.. teachers ouit because they got 
higher money (inaudible) that these people needed help 
too ... and somebody else was teaching here for a while that 
was probably in the early 20's. 

Peter: I ve heard momma talk about how we burried the dead. 
One of the main things we want to ask of you 1s how did the 
early people care for the dead? How d.t.d they have wal<.es and 
things like that. Tell us a little bit about the 
superst1tions and how they took care of things like this, 
and who was designated to handle the people that died. 

Leon: Well, in my life time I'd have to sav that we have 
come a long way. I've seen em, people get killed, some of 
our people get killed, wash 'em, dress 'em and lay 'em out 
on a cooler. I remember (inaudible) Sullivan was the first 
man I ever seen dressed and layed out on a cooler. The 
Chief would call all the people together and build a big 
fire outside and sit up all night with the body and the 
women would walk around the house (inaudible) a chant. 

That's the first one I remember being layed out on a cooling 
board. Now after him when the ones that I remember were 
buried here was in homemade coffin. You know, there used to 
be a place down .••• right, old man Clifford Reed, Wesley 
Johnson and Uncle (inaudible) and two or three others made 
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Old Mack Henry I remember them making his. And I think 
Prioe·s first wife, Minnie, they the last two that I 
remember was put away in a homemade coffin. They were very 
careful how they handled their dead. 

Peter: And they would sit up all night ... 

Leon: Right. sit up all night and me and the way they got 
the news was, it wasn't like it is now. If someone is sick 
in the community you pretty well new them they would come to 
the church here and somebody passed in the community they 
would ring that bell for how ever many years you were old 
and then everybody know who you was and then news would get 
around (inaudible) stuff like that. It's a way of doing 
things. If anybody was sick they would go and set up with 
them at night and stuff like that, you always had .... 

Peter: They didn't go to hospitals much then. 

Leon: No. Only herbal medicine ... 

Peter: They called the doctor? 

Leon: Dr. Thompson checked my mother. I never remember my 
mother walking into a doctor's office in her life. She seen 
the doctor in my life time after I had a family. Old Dr. 
Thompson, he really is a good friend of the Indian people 
If he could accommodate ·em he would. And I got him to go 
in an visit my mother. A couple of times I had to slip him 
in. She didn't believe in doctors. I never remember going 
to a doctor, or her carrying none of her children to the 
doctor in my life time She always done the doctoring, you 
know, she had ways of doing things with herbs and stuff ... 

. . . we use these herbs and weeds you see here, we gather a 
few of them ... boil ·em, make a good strong tea out of 'em 
and they would get a big strong bunch of it for a baby that 
was teething, (inaudible), pine straw ... sassafras 
tea ... yellow top, chukfi 

Peter: One thing we want to talk about too, is more of Home 
Tac, who was a Choctaw Chief and who was the grandfather of 
Henry Eaton, who was your grandfather, which would make Home 
Tac your great, great, great grandfather. Could you tell us 
a little bit about Henry Eaton, what little bit you know 
about him. 

Leon: What little bit I knew about him, was enough to 
remember, I'll tell you that. He was a kind of peculiar 
fellow. I was pretty small whe~ he died, but my parents and 
friends and things would talk about him and it always 
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tinaudLblel, stuff like that. But .•• never let •.• stuff 
like that ••• he was what vou would call a medicine man, he 
was called a medicine man. He could do great miracles, I 
reckon, and I want to thank him, which people today they 
didn't think so but in our time, I guess it was a miracle, 
you know. And some folks trying to find out different 
things and he .•• and they go right on and sometimes it would 
work out ~st like he said. He lived on ••• Hamilton •.• in 
this country, I think, but I could name the (inaudible) 
you ve got a place up here on high hill and they you got a 
place over here by, on Johnny Johnston Road, off from there, 
a little ways from ••. a Choctaw, Oscar Reed's place there, 
and I think they still call 'at the (inaudible) spring over 
there. He always trapped and he could get up and drink his 
coffee in the morning and he could tell you, he could look 
in that cup, he would drink his coffee and he set it down 
and let it dry a little bit, turn it upside down and he 
could tell you which trap had something in it and ... Now 
they tell that on him. I never did see that work but now, 
my momma and all the older heads tells that on him today. 
don't ~now mavbe if thats true. 

Gallas: .•• do you know what year it was? How old he was? 

Leon• No r·ve been trying to find an exact date on it, but 

Peter1 We've got 1t in there. We've got the death 
certificate with the date he died. 

Leon: Is that right. 

Peter: He was 80 vears old, if I'm not mistaken, ••. it was 
1935 I think it was. 

Leon: Right. lt would have had to been in there because 
they moved .•• he died before Bernice. And l think shortly 
after Bernice taken sick with (inaudible) and they had to 
carry her to the hospital and she never recovered from the 
operation. I think he died just a little bit before Bernice 
died, that had to be in the 30s, t was always wanting to 
think that it was about '32 or 3 but it could have been in 
"35. 

Chief Home Tac was his grandfather, Henry Eaton. He was the 
one that moved us on highhill many years ago. 

Gallas: Did they operate in Mobile or ••• 

Leon: Yes, in Mobile. 



Peter: What was some of the special events that the 
community had, where people would come from like Mt. Vernon. 
Cherry Chapel, Simms Chapel and they would all get together 
at Reed's Chapel or some people from Reed's Chapel would go 
down there. What was some of the things that they would 
have to get people together in the community? 

Leon: Well, they would have big church days, or what they 
would call the <inaudible) or something like that you know. 
They had names for, just like if somebody wanted to clean up 
a batch of new groun, or new field, or something like that 
they would call it log rolling or something like that. They 
would set a date and everybody would leave round, come from 
work and clean it up and stuff like that then you would have 
church and set a church day, and some of 'em would go down 
there. 

Peter: What about the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 

Leon: We always have been able to stay because of the 
Dancing Rabbit. They tried to remove us but we would not 
go. 

Peter: What kind of leadership did we have when you were a 
child? 

Leon: We always had tribal leaders but we had a chief, 
someone who was chosen for his wisdom and ability to lead 
our people. Lem Byrd. (inaudible), Shomo Weaver. Luke 
Rivers these were our leaders. 

~eter: What would you ask Congress to do? 

Leon: Acknowledge our'rights. Our children can't get 
trained to get jobs We have high unemployment. I have 
done all I can do. I'm old and tired. We are Choctaw. 
( lnaudiblel Do the right thing. Hy father fought in World 
War I and I fought in World War II. Hy two sons fought in 
Vietnam. We have been loyal to the United States. they 
should be loyal to us. (inaudible) -

My great, great grandfather has petitioned Congress, my 
great grandfather petitioned Congress, my grandfather 
petitioned Congress, my father petitioned Congress. Now, I. 
Leon Taylor, veteran of the United States Army petition 
Congress for our rights under Dancing Rabbit. 
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Bennett: This is Bennett Weaver, I would like to give a little 
report on fellow Indian life in Washington County. I remember 
very distinctly when I was a small boy how rough life was for an 
Indian family. The average family was very large. Work was 
little to be found. It was a struggle just to remain alive, not 
to mention the necessities of life. 

My family was a typical Indian family. There were ten of us: 
six boys, two girls, mom and dad. My dad had no education; he 
had worked with his hands all his life. He worked in turpentine, 
logging, cutting ties for railroad and cutting pulpwood . My 
mother was a very thrifty woman. 

We were able to purchase 60 acres of land, build a home and send 
the children to school. It was very hard to get any schooling at 
all because the white people didn't have much education and they 
didn't want Indians to have any schools. There were no Indian 
teachers because none were educated. Some of the tribal elders 
raised the funds and hired the teachers using tribal funds. This 
was before my time. When I was in grade school the County or 
state would pay the teachers. 

We always ended up with the most unqualified teachers in the 
system. If the Board of Education had a teacher that no school 
wanted she was sent to an Indian school. At that time we had 
five Indian schools in the county. The Community that served the 
Reeds Chapel School were more fortunate than most because of ties 
with the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. 

We were able to get some very good teachers. These teachers felt 
that they were serving the Lord Jesus Christ and wanted to help 
people. When I was in high school we were able through the 
missionaries to get two teachers with master degrees. The County 
did not want to pay the high salary for them to teach an Indian 
school, but after the missionaries put up such a good argument, 
they agreed to pay them. This was the only power we had because 
they would not let us vote. 

There were several main factors that brought change to the Indian 
community. The education of Native Americans was a giant step 
toward becoming acceptable citizens in the county. Lucille Reed, 
who later became my wife, myself, Gallasneed Weaver, Tempress 
Reed, Nola Reed, and Murphy Reed were the first Indians to become 
educated to teach school. Matthew Taylor and carol Johnston 
never came back home. All of these teachers began teaching in 
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Reeds Chapel School this was an important step, because the 
Indian students had some of there own to identify themselves 
with. The parents had someone now they could trust to read and 
write letters for them, now we had people who could organize. 
plan and implement goals for the Indians. Today we have ax any 
young educated Indians who are working various industries who 
have taken leadership roles in the community. Some of them are 
on the.Mowa Indian Commission 

The right to vote was another giant step forward for Washington 
County Indians prior to 1956 Indians in Washington County were 
not allowed to vote and as a result they had no power to bargain 
for anything, but in 1956 we took up an offering in the Reeds 
Chapel Church and Ht. Pleasant Baptist Church to pay 
transportation expenses for "John L. Isaac," then missionary for 
the Indians" to go to Montgomery and talk to Attorney General 
John Patterson about voting rights for the Indians. Brother 
Isaac undoubtly put up a good argument because the Attorney 
General sent an executive order instructing Chatom to register 
Indian voters of Washington County Alabama. As a result of this 
order things really began to happen, politicians began to come to 
me and Gallasneed Weaver and ask ~hat they could do for the 
Indians. Of course, this gave us the opportunity to list some of 
the things ~e ~auld like to see happen in the Indian community. 

At the top of the list was employing Indians in the two chemical 
plants in Mcintosh, Alabama. I had written an article in the 
Call News Dispatch trying to get Indians hired in the plants in 
1955, but they said they had dressing rooms and ~ater fountains 
for blacks and whites only. 

My argument was that they could create an Indian department 
considering they knew that Indians lived in the county. Mar.y 
read the article with enthusiasm but never took any action to 
hire any Indians at this time. We gradually made some progress. 
but it was slow because the politicians had to sell our calls tc 
work to the white people. There was much animosity to~ard 
Choctaw Indians from the white community. We were a thing from 
the past that they wanted to forget, and h~>ped would disappear. 

After the Civil Riahts Act, Gallasneed Weaver and I called a 
tribal council meeting to make new plans to get. som;;, Indians 
hired at Mcintosh Plants. With this new weapon we thought that 
we absolutely would have a better start at getting our people 
hired. When we went to see the company manager they wanted to 
know who we represented. We said the Indians. They said what 
Indians, all the Indians are in Oklahoma. I did not know we had 
Indians in Alabama. 
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We called a tribal meeting for the Indians and a large number of 
people $hawed up. The EEOC representative was really impre,ssed 
with the turnout of the tribal members. He went to work 
immediately and the plants began to hire Indians. Now we have 
Indian foremans at both plants, Van Johnston and Verma Reed. 

Many Indians were afraid to openly practice their heritage. 
Because of the discriminatory laws passed by these states had 
laws stating that Indians could not testify against a white man. 
Who would want to be an Indian under such conditions. As a 
result of this our people wanted to forget their Indian heritage. 
This is exactly what the local white people wanted. They would 
call us white but treat us as a minority group. They would say 
such things as the negros are taking the county over, but because 
of the Civil Rights Laws the blacks have challenged the Indians. 

Mr. Larry Tillman, Principal of the Mcintosh High School and I 
were talking about some possible programs we could get to the 
Indians since we were not Federally Recognized it would be 
difficult to get any p~og~ams, but we kept trying and searching 
until we came up across the Title IV Part A Program, which 
supplements education for Indian people. Mr. Tillman said to me 
if you can organize the Indians I can get the School Saord to 
approve the Program. I know a man who wil write the program. 
So the Title IV Program Part A was born. 

While we were working on this program, Mrs. Josephine Rivers was 
working for the CETA Program for the Creek Indians. Someone told 
her that the reservation Indians wanted to tighten up the 
definition of the work Indian, any Indian group would have to be 
State Recognized before they would be recognized as an Indian 
group. We contacted a Representative Turner, he said he would be 
glad to introduce the bill, so our Indian Commission was created. 

After centuries of isolation we have still managed to maintain 
our tribal organization and cultural identity. We have been able 
to do this because of our faith in the American syst~m of 
government and the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. I know that 
Congress is the only body of our government that can acknowledge 
our rights as Choctaw Indians and I pray that this wil l be done 
as soon as possible. 

BENNETT WEAVER 
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before the 

Senate Select Committee on Indian Affairs 

March 28, 1990 

Thank you for this opportunity to add my support to all those 

who are engaged in the effort to acknowledge the Mowa Band of 

Choctaw Indians. My name is Russell Baker. I served as tribal 

administrator for the Mowa Band of Choctaws for four years. I 

have been working in community development with American Indiana 

and Alaskan Natives since 1973. This has included five years 

with the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indiana, almost two years 

with the Inupiat people of Alaska's North Slope, as well as with 

other Indian groups in the southeast. I am presently on the staff 

of the Alabama Indian Affairs Commission in Montgomery. 

Speaking as a non-Indian who has been able to observe a 

number of Indian tribes from within, i.e., to work on a daily 

basis with tribal governments and individual Indian people, and 

to share their dreams and ambitions, I have no hesitation, not 

only to describe the Mowa Choctaw people as Indian, but to 

assure you that they are an Indian tribe. 

As any tribe is quite unique, by virtue of ita geography, 

environment, and the other internal and external forces that 

condition it, so the Mowa Choctaw are unique. Inhabiting a loca-

tion that resulted in early contact with French, Spanish, and 

English colonial powers, as wall as baing located on the south-

eastern perimeter of the Choctaw Nation in an area that was often 

jointly claimed by the Creek Nation, and baing of of the lower or 

1 



765 

Six Towns division of the Choctaw (whom many experts are con­

vinced bore traces of an earlier Siouan influence), the Mowa 

developed lifeways that are distinct both from their Mississippi 

cousins and Oklahoma relatives. In addition, the Mowa adopted a 

few of the Cherokee who fled the incursion of Georgians on their 

lands in that state in the 1820s. 

The influences of Christianity also seriously changed the 

tribe, As early as ca. 1800, Chief Robert Cole of the Choctaws 

founded a church in the Choctaw settlements in northern Mobile 

County. The influence of the churches resulted in the development 

of status leaders from among the clergy (both Indian and non­

Indian). The influence of the church, however, did not eliminate 

the system of informal leadership which awarded status to those 

Choctaws who were most able to help the tribe meet ita group 

needs; a custom which most resembled the traditional Choctaw 

structure. 

After Indian removal, other influences began to hold sway 

among the Mowa Choctaw. As they had no claim to reserves, since 

they lived in an area that was annexed by treaty in 1802 and 1805 

which provided them no land, they most frequently became squat­

ters on the land of others. Since this land was largely unused 

until the advent of the timber and turpentine development begin­

ning in the latter decades of the nineteenth century, there was 

no clamor for their removal. When these industries became domi­

nant, the Indian population began to be exploited for their 

labor, 

In addition, the racial attitudes of the period began to work 

to effectively classify them as "persons of color," thus further 

2 
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obscuring their real identity; this despite their own efforts to 

correct the record. This occurred notwithstanding their descen­

dance from some of the most recognizable mixed-bloods of the 

Choctaw Nation; people such as Pierre Juzan, Alexander Brashears, 

and the children of Young Gaines, an early trader and the uncle 

of George S, Gaines, U, S, agent to the Choctaw, by Kali-oka, a 

Sixtown Choctaw. 

The extent of the discrimination that was faced by these 

Alabama Choctaw& has been compounded by unfounded notions of 

their ethnicity that ranged from their having been claasified as 

Cajun Indians to their being miscast as Cherokees. Even census 

takers fell victim to these unfortunate categorization processes, 

as we have found Federal census records on which the self-reports 

of members of tribe that they were Indian had been changed by the 

census taker or hia supervisor, typically to the category 

"other," or "mixed." There is even a nota in the margin of at 

least two of the census schedules stating "these people are mixed 

French, Spanish, and Indian but their habits are mainly Indian." 

Frankly, I applaud their persistence and courage, I know from 

direct experience that they have sacrificed much to retain their 

identity. In an age where homogenization ,of cultural groupe is 

touted almost as patriotic, Alabama's Choctaws have retained 

their group cohesion and pride in their Indian identity. 

In order to do thia, they have endured, almost to this day, 

unremitting &buae from some of their unenlightened neighbors, 

curioaity and misuse by some self- aggrandizing academician•, 

grinding poverty attendant to their rural, isolated environment, 

and, to compound their plight, profound neglect and simple rejec-

3 



767 

tion from the very agency of the federal government that should 

have been their advocates and protectors. 

In the four years during which I worked with the Mowa Choc­

taw, I found them a gentle, family-centered, caring people; 

people who, although it may appear to the casual observer have 

lost much of their culture, maintain a central corpus of beliefs 

and interactions among themselves that is identifiably Indian to 

any open-minded observer who lives in their midst for more than a 

day. 

I have also listened to their elders tell of their history 

and life-ways, They tell of the liaison of the Choctaw maiden 

Kali-oka with Young Gaines, a Virginian who had migrated to the 

Choctaw Nation prior to 1800 and had served as interpreter for 

the United States in its early treaties with the Choctaw, This 

liaison produced four children, among whom was a girl named Rose. 

Rose, when abe came of age, married Young Gaines' cattle 

tender, Daniel Reed. The children of Rose and Daniel became the 

progenitors of thousands of the Choctaws who live in southwestern 

Alabama. 

While the union of Rose and Daniel may have been the most 

recollected of the events that distinguished the tribe, other 

Choctaw avoided removal and remained in the area to contribute 

their heritage to the tribe, These included Tom Gibson a Choctaw 

had no reservation but who led the recalcitrants in their deter­

mination to remain; Doc Eaton, a grandson of Piamingo Hometak, 

a signer of the treaty of 1802, William Jonea, & notable mixed 

blood, and Pierre Juzan, a signer of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 

4 
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Creek who later became a chief of the southern district of the 

Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory. 

Descendants of these Choctaws, as well as many lese well­

known Indiana, live in a well-delineated territory in southern 

Washington and northern Mobile countiee in southwest Alabama. 

Their communitiee are practically devoid of non-Indian reeidents. 

They have their own eyetem of churchee and, until the implementa­

tion of the civil rights legielation of the l960e & 70e, their 

own schoola. 

It is my firm view, therefore, that the Mowa Choctaw poeeeee 

all the characterietice normally associated with tribal Indiana; 

furthermore they have alway• identified themeelvee ae tribal 

Indiane; this deepite the attempt• of outeidere to create new 

categoriee for them. 

Since I managed the project to prepare the petition for 

acknowledgement which ie now in the Branch of Acknowledgement and 

Reeearch. I would aleo like to comment on my experience with the 

administrative proceas which ie preeently in place. 

When I firet arrived at tribal headquarter• in Mcintosh in 

1983, a full year's work had already been done on the genealogi­

cal portion of the petition. An anthropologiet, hietorian, and 

genealogist had been identified and had begun eome preliminary 

work in collecting data for the project. It wae more than six 

yeare later that the final touche• were put on the docUMentation 

and it was eent to Waehington. During thie eix-year period, over 

tOO houre of interviews were conducted, extensive reeearch wae 

done in etate archives in Mieeiseippi, Arkaneae, Oklahoma, North 

Carolina, and Alabama, as well as the National Archives in Waeh-

s 
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'ingto~, D.C. and branches in Georgia and Texas, many hours of 

volun-:eer reaea.rch were donated by friends in Washington and in 

Alab~~a in addition to those hours compenaated by the project, 

and n~ny drafts of the document were drawn, critiqued, polished 

and eiited by the research team, During that period, we alao 

spent many hours developing a computer data base on .which to 

ante: genealogical and tribal enrollment information, 

r·~ring the period of development of the documented petition, 

we ha: a number of contacts with Branch of Acknowledgment and 

Reaea~ch staff and ita former director. On each occasion, we were 

confcJ.nded at the a.pparent eacala.tion in the kinds and amounts of 

docunantation that were required, Each contact seemed to yield 

addi-:ional requirements or a heightened level of documentation. 

Late~ contacts confirmed our suspicion that the process seems to 

have become a contest between the BAR staff and the professional 

hiat:rians and anthropologists who were doing the research, 

thereby steadily making the criteria more difficult to meet as 

the~ staff and the academicians interacted with one another, 

: submit that this process should not become an academic 

exer,iae in which the petitioning tribe is caught in the middle. 

The :onaequencea of losing this exercise are too ••riou• tc be 

subject to this kind of whimsey. 

4t ia al.o apparent that the standarda of proof required by 

BAR are higher than would normally be required in the disciplines 

frox which the petition ia derived. In moat casea, any docu.menta­

tior. other than from feder.al recorda is almoat alwaya auapec.t. 

DiaF~ted documentation ic always settled against the intereat of 

6 
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t~e petitioner, Nor.al hietorical methodology doee not eeem euf­

ficient to build a caee for the petitioner. Direct and unequivo­

cal evidence ia all that ••em• to be acceptable. 

In summary, I am moet peeeimietic that any petitioner can, at 

~~• preaent time, get a favorable ruling from the FAO eolely on 

~~e baeie of the evidence, no matter how etrongly that the caee 

~~ made. My contention is that thie office ie being operated to 

severely limit the number of tribes which are to be recognized. I 

L~ not sure that the Mowa Choctaw, or any other tribe, can get a 

h.ir ahake" from thie agency aa preeently constituted. 

In cloeing, I would like to thank you for thia opportunity to 

;et my thought about thie matter on the record. Although I apeak 

:nly to my experience, I feel an empathy with all of thoee Indian 

people whose tribal identity have been obliterated from the 

record, whatever the means by which that has occured1 And I would 

?lead with this committee to report this legislation to the floor 

for paeeage at the earlieet possible date. 

THANK YOU, 

7 
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MOWA CHOCTAW SETTLEMENTS 

A Social and Political History 

The title of the Choctaw Nation to the land upon which the 

MOWA Choctaw developed their communities was nominally quieted by 

the land sess1ons g:anted the United states in the treaties of 

1802 and 1805. These events did not, however, result in a 

withdrawal of the Choctaw presence from the area. Accounts 

continued to be generated which described the Choctaw liv1ng 1n 

the environs of Mob::e and in Washington County. 

Although early writers often failed to specifically 

denominate the Indian settlements in south Alabama, their 

presence is cited in a number of reports; one documents the 

existence of a Choctaw settlement in Washington County, Alabama 

between 1805 and 1830. The Reverend Alfred Wright, a missionary 

at the Choctaw mission and school at Goshen operated by American 

Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, visited the Choctaw 

settlement in Washington County in 1824. 

Mr. Wright has spent more than two-fifths of his sabbath~ 

from home: nine at Mayhew and Emmaus and nine in the 

settlements =~ Washington Co, Ala, in Wayne and Ba1nbrici;• 

Cos., Missi. 

This documentat:on confirms reports from oral history wh!~h 

credit Mr. Wright w1th assisting the Washington County Ind1anc ... 

organizing the church that became Reeds Chape l 2 
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Continuity of the Choctaw settlements in south Alabama afte~ 

the trea~f of 1805 continued, however, contacts with those 

Choctaw within the existing Nation and those living in the lower 

settlements have also been found. After the American Revo~ut1on. 

a number of Choctaw families of mixed-ancestry removed from 

southwest Alabama into the northwest district of the Choctaw 

Nation. These included the Turnbulls, who were children of John 

Turnbull, a Scottish trader who operated a store near Fort 

Stoddert (now Mount Vernon) 3 and the children of Cornelius 

McCurtain, an Irishman and British militia officer, and their 

Choctaw consorts.' One of McCurtain's sons, Daniel, traded at 

the United States Choctaw Trading House at St. Stephens on the 

Tombigbee River 22 November 1814. 5 Lou~se Lefleau, sister of 

Louis Lefleau, the father of Choctaw chief Greenwood Leflore, was 

also a resident of Mobile.\ Charles Juzan married Phoebe, sister 

of Oklahoma. 7 When Charles died, Phoebe petitioned for dower 

rights in 1S39 in Orphans Court. Washington County, Alabama. 8 

Dan1el Juzan, son of Charles, brought suit in Mobile County 

Circuit Court over Sec. 29, Township 1 South, R 1 East in 1843.' 

Relations continued between the families 1n the Northwes~ 

district of Choctaw ~ation and the MOWA Choctaw, however. as era: 

history reports that Robert Cole, the northwest district chief. 

founded a church in Mobile County in the early years of the :c~: 

century which was later to become the Byrd Church and final 

Methodist Indian MlSSlon. 
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The two nuclear settlements which developed in the early 

19th century grew up around the pioneer churches and their Indian 

leaders. In Washington C~unty, George Reed (son of Rose Gaines 

and Daniel Reed) and Jim Weaver provided. the leadership that saw 

the erection of a log structure which later became Reeds Chapel 

Church. In Mobile County, Lemuel Byrd and David Weaver furnished 

both tribal and religious direction, as was common in 19th 

century Choctaw history, to the Indian population of the area and 

supervised the erection of a structure which became the Byrd 

Church in 18 42 .10 

Some dispersal of the settlements in Mobile and Washington 

County occurred as the tribe grew and associated groups of kin 

required space upon which to construct living quarters. These 

groups typically consisted of a male head, his wife (or wives) 

and children. The children tended to remain in the vicinity and 

raise their families until the space for construction of a 

residence was exhausted and it became necessary to purchase or 

locate additional land. Not all settlement followed this 

pattern, however, as some formed around females who lost their 

husbands and continued to live in the area and raise their 

children. Often brothers tended to settle in the same area and 

add to the population. 

A good deal of this dispersal was due to appropriation of 

the space on land that was owned but not uti l i~ed by absentee 

landlords. and had been occupied by the MOWA families for many 

generations. In the latter part of the 19th century, as the 
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logging and tu~pentine industries began to harvest the woodland 

~esources_:r,of· the area, some Indian families were obliged to movP. 

from areas upon which they traditionally lived. The settlement 

at High Hill had been occupied by MOWA Choctaw-families prior to, 

and at the time of, removal in the 1830s. It began to become 

depopulated in the latter part of the 19th century but was only 

completely abandoned two generations ago. Some settlements 

(e.g.;·'"the residence of Daniel and Rose Gaines Reed and their 

children and the site of their stand) were abandoned as the 

population began to become concentrated around the two core a"eas 

(Reeds Chapel and Byrd Church). 

The dynamics that conditioned the development of leadership 

among the MOWA Choctaw developed in response to the ongoing 

challenges which faced them after their disenfranchisement and 

the removal of their tribal government, and which, in the main. 

they continue to encounter today. 

The matriarchal kinship system common among the Choctaw 

began to deteriorate early in their contact with the European'~ 

legal and military systems. It further dete~iorated when 

European men began to take Indian wives. 

Under the traditional system, each Choctaw belonged to on~ 

of two iksa, which were matrilineal kinship groups. Each Choctaw 

belonged to either the Imoklasha iksa or the Inhulata iksa, and 

marriage within one's own iksa was strictly forbidden. Oescen~ 

was reckoned through the female member of the iksa, making al! ': 

her children automatically members of the mother's iksa. The 
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oldest maternal uncle was usually charged with the responsibility 

of educating his sister's children.ll 

Organization and control of its political institutions, 

however, has traditionally been a male activity among the 

Choctaw. This has included both maintenance of political 

relations with other tribes and Europeans and those among the 

citizens of the three districts within the Choctaw Nation. All 

the documents generated during the Nation's relations with the 

United States government from the period of first contact through 

removal testify to the fact that these relations were the 

province of males.u 

Group activities among the MOWA were conditioned by the 

extent to which the activity involved external relations with the 

non-Indian population, or internal activities within in their ~wn 

communities or between the various Indian communities. 

Within the Indian settlements, social organization consisted 

of, and still involves, much that was, and continues to be, 

collective in nature. These relations were most often built 

around kinship ties which bound settlements together and def1ned 

social and internal political relations. Females in a settlement 

typically worked together in tending gardens and performing 

household chores. Extended families worked on settlement-wide 

projects such as that of building community buildings such as 

churches or storage buildings and later farm ponds. 

Relations with the broader social and political community 

usually devolved upon one or several male status leaders, who 
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negotiated with non-Indian employers or political leaders in 

matters such as loqging contracts and day labor at the t'lrpentlnl'! 

stills in the two counties, and later in the provision of public 

education, roads, and voting rights to the Indian communities. 

To consider each site, its genesis, and evolution: 

1. TIBBE, in Washington County 

Location: Township SN, Range 3W, Section 35 

Founder: Daniel and Rose Gaines Reed 

Date of foundation: 1820 

Present Status: No longer occupied by MOWA Choctaw 

This was the site of the homeplace, inn and cowpens 

established by Daniel and Rose Gaines Reed on the western border 

of present MOWA Choctaw settlement. As their children reached 

adulthood, they built homes nearby. 13 The Percy Reed Cemetery. 

located on Lockwood Road off Highway 17 South provides additlcna. 

records . 11 No :ast:ng church building or school was establishec 

at ~his site, althou9h a school was operated 1n this area 1~ 

Upon Daniel's death, and until she became unable to care foi 

the property, his wife Rose continued to operate her farm at ~~'~ 

Slte. 

2. REED'S CHAPEL (MOWA Choctaw place name: Kunshak) 

Location: Township 4N, Ranqe lW, Sections 27, 28, 33, 34, 

Washington County. 

Founder: Georqe Reed, eldest son of Rose and Daniel 
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Date of Foundation: 1829, permanent church structure 
. --····'~·"· constructed. 

This settlement was the nucleus for the development o: all 

other settlements in Washington County, and includes the Nanih 

Chaha or High Hill area, which, although no now occupied, was 

densely settled prior to and immediately after Choctaw removal :n 

the 1830s. Reeds Chapel church and school are located in this 

settlement.ll In the 1~30s, George Reed exercised both spirltvai 

and cultural leadership in the settlement. This is also the~:~~ 

of the longest continuously operated Indian school in Washingtcn 

County. George's brother William also shared some of the dut:es 

of community patriarch. 

George Reed had three wives and fathered eleven children. 

His male children and especially George, Jr., succeeded him in a 

community leadership role. 

During his· life, George Reed served as pastor of the chu=ch. 

and although he spent some of the early years of his marriage 

Texas wit~ his grandmother (Kahlioka) and uncles, he returned 

spend his later years in Washington County. 

His wives were Maria Colbert (daughter of William ~oib~~: 

and Viola Vann of the Chickasaw Nation), Ellen Weaver and ~cteny 

Weaver {probably fotukfunli or "out of breath" in the Choctaw 

lanyuaye), 17 both daughters of Cecile and Dave Weaver. 

George's male children, grandchildren, and the men who 

married his children tended to assume leadership roles after 

death. George's male children were Reuben, Seaborn, Oscar 



778 

8 

Geor~e, Jr., Joseph, William Coon, and Bill. His female child~en 

were Lucretia, Glovina, Matilda, Alabama, and Louisa. 

William's male children were Jim, Seaborn, Alex, Tom, 

Walter, and Wesley. His female children were Emily, Annie, and 

Virginia. 

This settlement was the site of the church that be~efitted 

from the work of Reve~end Alfred W~ight, the missionary f~om the 

Choctaw mission and school at Goshen. In 1920, the Baptist Home 

Mission Board entertained a resolution to work among the "South 

alabama Indians" at Reeds Chapel. Baptist missionaries, Rev. 

Weathers and Martha Walden arrived in 1921. 

Indian property owners in the community at the turn of the 

century reflect this leadership tendency, and included Dud 

Weaver, Isaac Weaver, Sam Johnston, Early Reed, Roen Snow, Tanner 

Snow, Charlie Stevenson, R. P. Reed, Jodie Weave~. Melton Snow, 

and Wesley Johnson. When the Choctaws of Mississippi met to 

petition the Government to hear their conce~ns regarding the 

actions of the Commission on the Five Civilized tribes at the 

turn of the twentieth century, Wesley Johnson represented Alabama 

Choctaws. 

3. CARETTA - High Hill {Nanih chaha) 

Location: Township 4N, Range lW, Washington County. 

Founder: ~iamingo Hometak 

Date of foundation: ~a. 1800-1805 

High Hill is a major landmark in the area and a site of very 

early Choctaw presence. As it relates to the history of the HO~~ 
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Choctaw, the site was occupied by Piamingo Hometak's band, a 

group of,Sixtowns Choctaws known to have been fiercely opposed to 

the treaties of 1802 and 1S05, and who challenged the u. s. 

surveyors who ran the survey line which detached his territory 

from the Choctaw Nation. Henry "Doc" Eaten, who contributed at 

least one known member to the MOWA Choctaw, was a grandson of 

Hometak. The settlement became the home of Jim Weaver (brother 

of Dave Weaver) and his wife Marguerite "Peggy" Parnell, when Jim 

was forced to leave Mobile County ca. 1830. The property in this 

settlement was purchased by James Johnston in 1836. In 1889, 

Henry Eaton and James Taylor Weaver homesteaded land in the 

settlement, although they had long occupied the area. 

This settlement was abandoned as farm roads were built in 

the vicinity of Mcintosh and as families tended to construct 

homes nearer their central schools and meeting houses at Reeds 

Chapel. This process was not accomplished until about two 

generations ago, and some families continue to live in its 

environs. 

4. ISAACTOWN 

Location: Township 3 North, Range l West, Sections 15, 21, 22, 

and 28, included Pleasant View Church (formerly Old Mount 

Moriah) and school in Washington County. 

Founder: Isaac Johnston, son of Cornelia Weaver and Powell 33~~s 

Johnston. 

Date of Foundation: 1870s 
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Isaac Johnston was born to Cornelia when she was about 13 

years old. Cornelia, the daughter of Peggy and Jim Weaver, ~hen 

married Jerome "Pic" Chestang and had 10 children. 

Other land owners were Albert Weaver, son of Dave Weaver, 

who married Polly Byrd, daughter of W. T, and Betsy Byrd, They 

had 12 children, 5 married Reeds, 3 of whom were children of 

William and Lorinda Reed (Albert's sister}. 

By 1900, land owners were Albert Weaver, Isaac Johnston, Ada 

Chestang (Cornelia's daughter-in-law, Tom and Glovina Smith's 

daughter), Oscar Reed (son of George and Miriah Reed) and Kelly 

Johnston. These families formed the core of the early settlement 

in rsaactown. The group at Isaactown had close ties with the 

nearby settlements: three of Albert's children married cousins 

from Kunshak. In the early 1880s, Isaac Johnston married Matiida 

Reed, daughter of George and Ellen Reed. George, who was 

settlement leader at Kunshak, then had a son-in-law who was also 

an emergent settlement leader 

ch1ldren. 

Isaac and Matilda had eleven 

The leaders of ohe village recogni~ed the need to educate 

their children, therefore, Isaac Johnston and Albert Weaver hired 

Mose Smith to teach. Each family was assessed two dollars for 

their children to attend school. Classes were held in an old 

house and Mr. Smith boarded with families. They also established 

a church, Mount Moriah,!$ pastored temporarily by William 

Williams, a Choctaw who had attended one of Rev. Wright's mission 

schools. His mother was Sally Williams, a Choctaw from Mobile 
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County. 19 "R" Weaver (probably Robert Weaver, son of Jim) was 

listed as a trustee of the church during that same period. ~he 

first record of Baptist work was in 1880 by Rev. Tom Morgan, an 

independent missionary who helpe~ organize a Baptist church.:· 

Sy 19:7 the church had been renamed Pleasant View, but 

needed a new building. Pleasant View School was held tempo:atc: 

in St. Andrews Church where a teacher was provided by Washingt~~ 

County Soard of Education. Sophie Rivers (Gem Byrd's 

granddaughter) was the teacher. Other teachers were: l92l. 

Martha Walden; 1923, Estelle Hall; 1926, Quinna Stringer. School 

trustees were Cleveland and Kelley Johnson. Apparently, teachers 

were not provided by the county in other years.ll In 1969 the 

school had 120 students; it was then closed and consolidated. 

In 1920, the Alabama State Convention and the Woman's 

Missionary Union passed resolutions requesting the Home Hiss1c~ 

Board to open work among the Indians. 21 Albert Weaver and his 

wif~ Mary Ann Weaver deeded a parcel of land in Sec. 22 tc ~h~ 

Home MlSSlon Board of the Southern Bapt1st Convent~on Churc~ 

October 2. 1922. In the early 1920s, Wesley Johnston, Isaa~·= 

son .. became pastor of the church (then called Pleasant V1ew 1 . 

Wesley was married to Mary Snow, daughter of Hllton Snow, who w~' 

the settlement leader in Snow Corner. Although Isaac Johnst:~ 

lived until the late 1940s, Wesley also emerged as a leader 

dur1ng the early part of the century. The church became BaF~:c· 

through the aid of missionaries in the 1920s but was known as 
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Wesley Johnston's Church. He died in 1948, the same year as ~ls 

father. 

Pl f-o.~;:_n;~ View 1.-.'l t:J.drew from the Mission 3oar-:l in t!le :<_;4Cs. 

Chandler Weaver, Trav1s Johnston, and other leaders felt they ~:d 

net ~eed the ~issi~na:ies a~y more. Descendants of its ~ou~ders 

continue to live 1n the community. 

CHARITY CHAPEL 

Location: Twonsh1p 3 ~orth, Range 2 West, Sections 4, 5, 

27, 28, 32, 33, 34 in Washington County. 

Founders: Nathaniel ;. Sm1th and Seaborn Reed 

Date of Foundation: 1880s 

This settlement 1s spatially separate from the other MOWA 

settlements, and is located in south central portion of 

Washington County. Eliza Reed, Daniel and Rose Gaines Reed's 

second daughter lived in this general area, although not on t~e 

same site. She was ~arried to Peter Cole, the son of a white 

cou~~ryman a~d a ::hc~~aw woman named Hannah. who may have 6e~~ 

:e}ated to ?hoebe :~zan. .~fter Dan1el 's death ~_:-: ::._344, Res>:' 

~er remaining children lived adjacent to Eliza, ?eter ar:d -~-' 

five children. In 1871, Eliza's son Seaborn purchased lan~ 

w1thin what is now the Cha~1ty Chapel community (T2 R2W Sec. 

He married Georgian~ ~ogan. Ten cl1ildren were born of ~~-? 

un1on, five of whom marr1ed within the commun1ty. 

Another early :~ader was, Nathaniel, the son of Oliver 

and Barbara Ellen B~· ~ d. married Louisa Jane Brashea~s ~ha5~ 

father was Alexander 3rashears. af the1r 12 ch1ldren (bor~ 
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b en 1852-1872), seven married other MOWAs. The children and 

grandchildren of these two families intermarried and formed the 

settlement of Charity Chapel. 

Eliza Reed, Seaborn's daughter, married Manson smith in 

about 1880. He was the grandson of Alexander Brashears. Barbara 

Reed, also a daughter of Seaborn, married John Smith (Manson's 

brother). Their sisters, Emeline and Barbara Smith married John 

and Frank Cole (respectively), grandsons of Eliza Cole. 

John and Manson Smith founded the Charity Chapel church in 

1891. Seaborn gave the land for the church and Nathaniel was the 

first pastor. 21 Barbara Reed Smith became the head of the church 

after her husband's death, and she also served as the mid-wife 

for the community. In 1912, a school was established in the 

church (it had 90 students in 1969, when it was closed). John 

Everett, Seaborn's nephew, owned a store across from the church. 

lie and his hal £-brother, "Mannish" Ryan, also operated a sawmill 

and turpentine still. John Everett became a large, and extremely 

wealthy, landowner in partnershiP with Frank Boykin, (U. s. 

Representative, 1st Congressional District), but he lost his 

fortune prior to his death in 1927. The families in the 

community were (and still are) mostly all descended from eithe: 

Eliza Reed or Nathaniel J. Sr , (son-in-law of Alexander 

Brashears}. The current l.'· •f the church (now n~· 

Name), is Abb Cole, grandson .. Manson Smith. 

Members of the community continue to be active ir. 

affairs. 
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6. FA!RFORD 

Location: Township 2 & 3 N, Range l West, Sections 34, 35, ' and 

3 in Washington County. 

Founders: Daniel Weaver and William H. Reed 

Date of Foundation: 1880s 

The families of Danlel Weaver and William Hiwanna P.eed began 

the settlement near Poll Bayou Creek. They established a br~sh 

arbor church first known as Chukka Hula. This was the forerunner 

of St. Thomas. 25 Other families who helped were the Chestangs 

and Sullivans. Ed Chestang (son of Pic) owned land in th1s area 

in 1889. About 1884 a lumber company purchased land and built a 

sawmill at Fairford. The company built a railroad to the 

Tombigbee River and in 1889 a post office was opened. 

Daniel Weaver (c.l840-1925), son of Jim Weaver, m. Mary 

Louise Taylor, daughter of Dave Taylor and Jane Byrd. Eleven 

children were born to this union. 

William Reed (1821-1894). son of Rose Gaines and Dan1e 

Reed, rna. Lorinda, daughter of Dave and Cecile Weaver. They ~a~ 

twelve children who included Seaborn, Alex, Wa l er and Wes:9y 

John Goodman married one ot his daughters. Wesley married one -• 

Daniel Weaver's daughters. Some of the children of these twc 

families intermarried, others found spouses among other MOWA 

families. 

The settlement leaders organized a school and assesr 

families two dollars to help pay for a teacher. 

records list Annie Seals as the teacher.26 

In 1891 
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7. SNOW CORNER 

Location: 'Township 3N, Range 1W, Sections 2, 3, 10. 

Founders: Milton Snow 

Date of Foundation: 1880s 

:5 

Milton Snow (1837-1923) is said to have come into the a~ea 

on a boat in the 1870s. He was the son of Henry and Dinah Snow 

and was born in Washington County. He and his family migrated 

west during Choctaw removal and then he made his way back to 

Alabama. Along the way he married Ell.en Seals, a Choctaw from 

Texas. Of their twelve children, Mary Snow married Wesley 

Johnston (son of Isaac); Louisa married George R. "Coon" Weaver 

(grandson of both Jim Weaver and George Reed and brother of Shomo 

Weaver); Frank Snow married Charley stevenson's daughter. 

According to Milton's granddaughter, Dinah Snow, Milton and 

Ellen spoke to each other in an "Indian language". She also said 

that Ellen had "long black hair and that when she stood up her 

hair would touch the ground." Milton was a blacksmith, so he had 

plenty of work to do and hired other men to help him. People 

came to him from all around to shoe their horses.'7 He 

purchased land in 1889 from William Reed who had homesteaded 

1n 1872. By 1910, Milton Snow owned acreage in Sec. 2 and 3. •s 

did Charlie Echols, R. P. Reed, William Weaver, and John 

Johnston. 

Memorial Baptist Church was bequn by Milton Snow, Jr. a••~­

a dlspute between Shomo Weaver and Milton over Bro. R. M. 
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Averitt, the Baptist Missionary. His supporters withdrew from 

Reeds Chapel and started their own church. 

8. HILL SPRINGS 

Location: Township 3N, Range lW, Sections 5, 6, 7, and 8 in 

Washington County. 

Founder: Joseph Reed, son of Emeline Weaver and Reuben Reed 

Date of ~oundation: 1880s. 

16 

This area was '.,st known as the Joe Reed Settlement and was 

populated by the chi:dren and grandchildren of Joe Reed and h1s 

w1ves: 1st, Jane Taylor and 2nd, Molly Newbern. He had twelve 

children and was the father of Early Reed, who became a preacher 

and leader in the community. Joe founded Hill Springs Church, ~" 

Assembly of God Church.~ He owned a store and hired other men 

to work for him when he got t1mber contracts. School was 

the church after :9:8 and Sallie Johnston was paid by the 

~amil1es to tea~~ ·he children. Henry Lane taught in the 

he!d -· 

i~ the 1930s. By ~he 1940s, Wash1ngton County Scheel Boa=d ?31~ 

two teacher~. and Mts. John Reed was the school trustee a~d b~3 

dr:ver. In t~e 19~0s, Calv•n McGhee came to Hill Springs -! .. 

and asked for donations to sign up people for the ''Indian men•: 

Sixty students attended the school in 1969 when it was closed qn~ 

consolidated. 

9. MAGNOLIA Settle~nt 

Location: Township 3N, Range lW, Sections 3, 4, 9 in Wash~ng· 

County. 

Founder: Oscar Reed 
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Date of Foundation: 1890s 

Oscar Reed (1859-1910), son of Ellen Weaver and George Reed, 

grandson of both Dave Weaver and Daniel Reed. married Liz:1e 

Logan. Oscar's daughter, Lucretia "Creasy" Reed was the midwi:'e 

for the community through the 1940s. She couid count in Choctaw 

and taught her granddaughter songs in the Choctaw language. 

Creasy married Stewart Reed (b. 1856) son of Joe Reed and Moiiy 

Newbern; her sister Lonnie married Clifford Rivers. Magnolia 

Church was started by Brother Early Reed, Stewart's brother 

is now a Holiness church. 2~ A two-teacher school was held for a 

few years until it was closed in 1969. At that time 44 students 

were enrolled. 

Early land owners 1n Section 4 were: George Rivers 189c; 

Joe Johnston, 1889; Slade Orso, 1904; James Orso, 1896 and Osca~ 

Reed in 1900. Milton Snow and Craney Weaver also owned land ~~ 

this section. 

10. GEORGE ~IELDS Settlement 

Location: Township 4N. Range lW, Sections 13, 18, 1?. 20, 

25, 28, ::9, 30. 32, 33 in Washington County. 

Founder: George Fields 

Date of Foundation: 1910s 

George Fields (born 1872) was the son of Henry K1llam a~d 

Amanda Fields, (a 3/1 Choctaw from Demopolis). George marr:-o,: 

Da1sy Dove Reed, daughter of Bill Reed (son of George Reed anci 

Miriah Colbert). 
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Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church began ~n 1923, when George~. 

Fields and his wife Daisy conducted prayer with their children: 

Frank, Mariah, Emma Pearl, George Guy, Lula Mae, Hundove, 

Spencer, Izola, Lora and William, in their home. The prayer 

meet:ngs grew as the ch~ldren married and started the~r own 

fami!~es. Membership was limited to family members because ~ew 

people lived nearby and transportat~on was by foot or horsebac~. 

By the 1930s a build~ng was acquired and Rev. R. M. Averitt. 

miss~onary to the Ind~an communities was the first pastor. 

School was held in the church during the 1940s. 

Deacons of the church have ~ncluded Guy Fields, Dorsey L. 

Weaver and William A. Reed. The Reverend Bennett W. Weaver, son 

of Dorsey Weaver, was ordained as pastor ~n 1954 and has 

continued to serve for more than 30 years. He also teaches at 

Reeds Chapel School . ;c 

Property owners in Sections 28 include: Lem Reed, 1861; 

W~lliam Reed, 1896; George Reed, 1883; later owners 1nclude 

George Fields, Sill Reed, Jr., Clifford Reed, Suke R1vers. a:oc: 

Thad Reed. 

11. SO REED (Topton) ~ettlement 

Locat1on: Township 4N, Range 2W, Sections 22, 23, 24, 26, " 

Washington County. 

Founder: Bo Reed 

Date of Foundation: 1920s 

Bo Reed (born c. 1905) was the son of Will Reed and E!~~ra 

Taylor, grandson of Reuben Reed and Emeline Weaver. He had :: 
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children: Frances {m. Albert Weaver); Simmie {m. Willie R1vers): 

Lettie; Mauvilla (M. Steve Ree<l); Amos; Lewis (M. Mary AHce 

Reed); William (m. Darlene Lane); Marilyn (m. John Krause); 

Gloria (m. John Chestang): Charles (m. Lottie Weaver); Robert; 

Harvey (m. Verna Reed). He moved his family to the Topton area 

in order to work cutting crossties for a sawmill which was 

established in 1895 by Seaboard Manufacturing Company. 

Other MOWA fam1lies living in the area were Wash Sull1van 

Wlll Cole, Henry Rivers, Needham Reed and Joe Reed. Bo Reec a~d 

his brother hired a teacher for their children for a few mcr.ths: 

later the children went to Hill Springs School. They walked :he 

eight miles to church for special events like Homecoming. 

Occasionally, Rev. Early Reed, Bo's brother, would visit the 

settlement and hold prayer meeting. 

12. LUKETOWN 

Location: Township 3N, 4N, Range 1W, Sections 4, 20, 33 in 

Washington County. 

Founder: Luke Rivers 

Date of Foundation: 1910s 

Luke Houma Rivers (1880-1964), son of Dan Reed and Fann1e 

Byrd (daughter of Wash Byrd) and his sister Edy took the last 

name of Rivers, after their maternal grandmother "Big S1s" 

Rivers. Luke married Texas Reed, daughter of William Hiwanni 

Reed and Emma Seals. Their ten children were: Price, Ethel 

Gammage, Marvin, Houmma, Matthew, Martha, Lassie, Dan, Oliv.,,· 

and Elliott. Luke homesteaded Section 20 in 1909. He worked ... 
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tlmber and logging business. His numerous descendants continue 

to ;~ve in the settlement and his homestead is occupied by his 

da~ghter, Lessie. 

'3. CHOCT~W RIDGE 

20 

~~cation: Township 3N, Range 1W, Sections 7, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 

24, 29, 30, 3:, 32 in Washington County. 

?ounder: Clifford Rivers (b. 1881) son of Minna Rivers married 

Lon~ie Reed (daughter of Oscar Reed. They had 11 children. He 

1s half-brother of Tassie Byrd, father-in-law of Price Rivers. 

There is a close relationship between the Choctaw Ridge and 

Tass~e Byrd settlements. 

Clifford Rivers started the Rivers Church for his family. 

Other charter members were Jim Rivers, Francis Rivers and Bigee 

Rivers. It grew out of home Bible studies and some open-air, 

bt~sh arbor revtval meetings in the settlement which is located 

abo~t two miles southeast of the Sims Chapel Post Office. The 

:lrst organized m1n1stry started in 1937 with the Rev. Mr. 

?otella, who had earlier started a Methodist ministry among the 

Choc~aw Ind1ans of Mobile County. The early ministry included a 

~at:ve m1nister, the Rev. Clifford Reed, who served from the 

~ar:y :940s to 1950. The Rev. Early Reed took over the ministry 

at that time and remained until 1961. The Rev. Gallasneed Weaver 

began his ministry 1n 1961 and Ls still the pastor." Mr. Weaver 

is also the principal for Reeds Chapel Elementary School. 

~4. PAT LANE CIRCLE -Named for Pat Lane, son of Nancy (daughter 

of George Reed and Miriah) and Patrick Lane, an interpreter for 



791 

21 

y. 5. Government at the Choctaw Trading House at St. Stephens. 

~ancy had Pat Lane while in Texas and brought him back to 

:"...: afJama. 

~ocation: Township 4N, Range lW, Sections 26, 27, 34, 35 in 

Washington County. 

Founder: Early Reed 

Early Reed (b. c. 1870) was the son of Joe Reed (grandson of 

E~~::ne and Reuben Reed) marr1ed Medora Chestang, daughter of Pic 

:hes:ang and ~ol!:e Weaver. Their nine children were: Ida, 

T(~:e, Matt1e (m. George Chestang), Irv1n (m. Effie Johnston), 

!a~:y Van(~. Ruth Weaver), Eugene, Pellie (m. Lula Reed), John, 

Bnti Sadie Lane. Dud Weaver lived there in 1920s and Early Reed 

d*eded land for church and graveyard. He started the Happy 

~~S?~l church 10 the 1930s. Rev. Early Reed preached in the 

et::'"ment churchez throughout the entire MOWA community. 

SANCTOWN 

-"catlon: TownshJp 3N, Range lW, Sections 14, 15, 22, 23, 26, 

::a, 2·J. 32. 33 1n Washington County. 

Oate of Foundation: 1860s 

Alfred Sancho Weaver, (1845- ), son of Cecile and Dave 

weaver married Rosa Lee "Mid" Rivers, daughter of "Big Sis". 

7hey had seven children, four of whom married Sullivans. 

cormr.unity lS extremely isolated; only "pig trails lead to 

San~town." Many of Sancho's descendants are very small in 

This 

ta::·..:.::-~ and ace called the 11 little people." Supposedly they have 
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special gifts and are known as "istikini." other folklore says 

that they are the major whiskey producers for the Indians. 

Sanches' descendants continued this tradition: William Weaver. 

1880s; Hal Weaver, 1900s, Hal Weaver, Jr., 1950s. They keep to 

themselves and have very little outside contact. 

lG. RUBYVILLE 

Location: Township 3N, Range 1E, lW, Sections, 25, 26, 35 i~ 

Washington County. 

Founder: Pelham Orso 

Date of foundation: 1920s 

Land records do not show early ownership in this area. Oni~ 

current MOWA owner is John Johnston. The settlement was named 

for Ruby Johnston Orso, wife of Charlie Orso. They had eight 

children. 

17. 21-MILE BLUFF- Kun-Sly 

Location: Township lN, Range lE, Sections 7, 8 in Mobli~ ~-

Founder: Chestang, Byrd, Gibson, Lewis, and Juzan 

Date of foundation: c. 1800 

Occupied by Choctaws and some mixed-blood Tnd1ans; nc · 

occupied. 

18. THE LEVEL - Red Fox Road 

Location: Township 2N, Range lW, Sections 10, 11, 12, 13. 14, 

15, 16, 17 in Mobile County. 

Founder: Sixtowns Choctaw Indians and Lem Byrd, Dave Weaver, 

Orsos, Hollingers, Brashears, Smiths. 
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Sixtown Choctaws occupied this entire area from 1830s untl: 

1860s waiting to be shipped West of the Mississlppi. Lette~s 

were written to the U. s. goverment seeking rel1ef from land 

swindlers and con men. Several of the women married mixed-blood 

Indians who lived there already; many women and children were 

left when the men were killed in the Civil War. (A Choctaw 

regiment was fanned in Mobile and most were killed in battle.)': 

Lem Byrd and Anna Weaver were part of an extended famlly o: 

Cherokees who had fled Georgia during the Florida (Seminole) 

Wars. They made their way to Mobile with Dave and Jim Weaver; 

while their mother and sister stayed in Monroe County. Lem and 

Anna had five children. Their son, Bill Byrd married Betsy 

Gibson, Choctaw daughter of Eli-tubbee {Chief Tom Gibson). They 

had six children. Dave Weaver married Ceclle, the daughter of 

Nancy Fisher, a Choctaw and William Weatherford, a mixed-blood 

Creek. 

These families started a settlement at the Level and Wlth 

the help of misslon-trained Choctaws started a church. Lem Byrd 

owned land and wa·s a trustee for the local school. 33 His soro, 

Bill Byrd helped start a school and taught for several months •~c 

handled finances for his father and brother. 

The Byrd Church was revitalized in the 1840s by Lem, Bel: 

and Wash Byrd. Wash Byrd was head of the church. Tom Smlth, a 

Choctaw who married Glovina Weaver preached there in the ear!y 

l900s. He was followed by J1m Byrd and then by Jim's brother -

Byrd. This church was renamed Aldersgate when the Methodls~ 
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Missionaries took it over in the 1930s. The members of the 

church asked the missionaries to leave when they decided they no 

longer needed them. Byrd Church-Aldersgate continues to be the 

"mother" church in Mobile County. Cemetery records show the 

continuity of occupancy.H 

18. 'l'ASSIE BYRD 

Location: Township 2N, Range 1W, 2W Sections 13, 17, 18, 19, 20, 

24 in Mobile County 

Founder: Tassie Byrd 

Date of foundation: 1920s 

Tassie Byrd (1898-1937) is the son of Wash Byrd and Minna 

Rivers; grandson of Lem and Anna Byrd and of Edy Rivers; also~ 

the half brother of Clifford Rivers who married Callie Reed, 

daughter of Joe Reed {settlement leader in washington County). 

Tassie's second wife was Sarah Byrd with whom he had ten 

children. His son, Sancer Byrd, became a settlement leader, h1s 

son Elvin Byrd is active in church and school, his daughter Ruth 

married Tom Hopkins, a settlement leader in Mobile County. 

Tassie and his family started Cedar Creek Church in 1927. :~ wa~ 

Baptist until the Methodist Missionaries came in. Tassie was 

sought out for advice from members of the settlement and he 

helped people get jobs. He held prayer meetings on Wednesday 

night, at which time people were told what needed to be done 

the church or in the school which was held in the church. 

The school was originally called Orso School but later 

became Calcedeaver. Calcedeaver is recognized as an Indian 
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School in Mobile County. It was formed because the Mobile County 

School Board members said that the Indians had to go to school 

with blacks. The Indians refused to go. Jack Rivers, Richard 

Rivers, Ada Rivers, Will Byrd, Jim Byrd talked about what to do 

and started their own school. They taxed themselves and paid for 

a teacher. 

In 1946, members of the settlement built a bridge across 

Cedar Creek so students could cross. In 1954, the MOWAs asked 

the missionaries to leave because of unauthorized sale of school 

property to the county. 

Other families in the Tassie Byrd settlement in the 1930s 

were: Thad Reed, Dan Weaver, Willie Jordan, Bill Frazier and 

sons, Will and Melvin, and Lyrnas Reed; all lived within a mile or 

two of each other. Rev. Early Reed, Thad Reed's brother, 

preached in the church, as did Dud Weaver. Thad Reed owned a 

store and traded horses, but lost his land in a law suit. 

19. MARVIN RIVERS 

Location: Township 2N, Range lW, Sections 20, 21, 22 in Mobi:e 

County. 

Founder: Marvin Rivers 

Date of Foundation: 1920s 

Marvin Rivers (b. 1898) was the son of James "Jack" (B1g S::; 

and Dick Rivers) and Annie We~ver (D. C. Weaver and Penny 

Parnell). Marvin had three wives, owned a store and bar and 

h1red men to work for him. His wives names were Dinks Weaver. 

Elia Byrd, and ___ Weaver. He fathered eight children. 
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20. COON BYRD 

!..oc-ation: Township 2N, Range lW, Sections 19, 20, 25, '29, 30 i:: 

Mobile County. 

Founder: Coon Byrd 

Date of Foundation: 1900s 

Coon Byrd (c. 1S70) was the son of wash Byrd, grandson of 

Lem Byrd, married L1zzie Byrd, daughter of Molly Starland. He 

worked in the turpentine business and hired men. He was a leade" 

in the settlement and saw that people were taken care of by 

butchering cattle and distributing the meat. He was related to 

Tom Sullivan who worked with him and Dave Taylor to start a 

church. Their first services were held in a brush arbor and then 

they built a church building by working together and named it 

Shady Grove. Rev. Early Reed preached there in the beginning and 

it was Baptist; after the missionaries came in, it became 

Methodist. Shady Grove Church was used as a school and called 

~est Calvert School. Only the children of the settlement 

at:ended. Other leaders in the 1920s were Lewis Byrd, Tom and 

Rob sullivan and Jessie Weaver. 

Residences of other MOWAs are scattered throughout the MCW?. 

communl.ties, too few in number to be described individually. ::.::' 

are for the most part contiguous with MOWA settlements. 

l.Report §f 
regardina the 
the American 
ABC: 18. 3. 4, 
Univet:'sity. 

Cvrus Kingsburv to the Board of Commissioners 
Mission school at Goshen, July l, 1824. Papers o: 
Board of Commissioners for the Foreiyn Missions 
Vol. 4, 284-286, in the Houghton Library of Har~a~ 
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2. Interview with Mr. Price Rivers, MOWA Choctaw elder. 

3. Information regarding Turnbull fami 1 y obtained 1n a 
conversation of Russell Baker with Duncan Turnbull, proprietor of 
Turnbull's Real Estate of Point Clear, Alabama and descendant of 
John Turnbull. John Turnbull operated a tradinq post near Fer': 
Stoddert, Alabama and was the forebear of a larger Choctaw family 
which included Robert, Anthony, William, George, and Stephen 
Turnbull, all of whom migrated to Indian Territory. 

4.Will of Cornelius McCurtain, Will Book I, Mobile County Proba:~ 
Court,· 24 April, 1807; Records of the Choctaw Schools operated by 
the American Board of Commissioners for the Foreign Missions. The 
McCurtains were a large Choctaw family who lived in the northwest 
district of the Nation prior to removal, and were prominent ... 
Choctaw politics in Indian Territory during the latter half of 
the 19th century. 

5. United States Choctaw Trading House Records: Daybooks 1808 
1816, microfilm roll no. 5, located in Linn-Henley Collect:on 
Birmingham Public Library. 

6.Will of Louise LeFleu, Will Book I, Mobile County Probate Cour~ 
Records, 28 November 1813, p. 25. (Note: Spelling varies !'rom 
document to document.) 

7.H. s. Halbert, "Choctaw Leading Men," folder no. 89. 
Department of Archives and History. 

Al aba:-::~ 

8.Minute Book A. 
Record, 1839. 

Washington County, Alabama, Orphans Court 

9.Case No. 9040. Mobile County Circuit Court Reco~""s, 
University of South Alabama Archives-Brookley. 

lO.From a conversation with Roosevelt Weaver, MOWA Choctaw Q···c· 
reported in Newsday, a Mobile area newspaper. 

ll.Angie Debe. The Rise and Fall of the Choctaw Reo',l!o~:: 
No~man: University of Oklahoma Press, 1934, p. 15. 

12.Debo, Indian Removal; Correspondence of the Choctaw ~.goec'"Y 
(East), 1802-30, NARS. 

l3.See Land records sent in with original petition. 

14. Barbara Waddell, Chairman. The Historv of Washington Count·;; 
First County in Alabama. Volume II. Chatom, AL: Wash:~;:: 
County Historical Society, 1989, p. 331. 

15.5ee Washington County School Records sent with or1g:~a 
petition. 
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16.Waddell, Reeds Chapel Cemetery, p. 327. 

17. According to oral history, "Aunt Foney" drank hog's mi 1 k and 
said she could talk to the wind. 

l8.Waddell, Mt. Moriah Baptist Church Cemetery, p. 304. 

19.Mississippi Choctaw Roll, 2189. 

20.J. W. Beagle, People of the Jesus Way, Home Mission Board. 
Southern Baptist Convention, Atlanta, GA, 1932, p. 79. 

2l.Washington County School Board Minutes. 

22.Ibid. 

23.Deed Book No. 33, p. 436, Washington county Probate Records. 

24.Waddell, Charity Chapel Methodist Church Cemetery, p. 232. 

25.Waddell, St. Thomas Assembly of God Cemetery, p. 367. 

26.Washington County School Board Records, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History. 

27.Interview with Dinah Snow. 

2B.Waddell, Hill Spr1ngs Cemetery Listing, p. 275. 

29.Waddell, Magnolia Holiness Church Cemetery Listing, p. 289. 

30.Waddell, "Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church," p. 120. 
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33.See Mobile County School Board Minutes. 
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June 19, 1991 
101 woodridge 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35406 

To Whom It May Concern: 
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In 1987 I attended the first Oral History Council of the Mowa 
Choctaw Indian Elders in Macintosh, AL. My area of interest 
was the medical traditions of the Indian tribe. 

The participants spoke of many ways of dealing with their medical 
problems. Some were traditional Indian folk medicine practices 
and some were admixtures of Indian and other cultures. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the Mowa Choctaw have a strong 
Indian tradition in the subculture and deserve recognition as a 
surviving and practicing Indian tribe. I recommend that they 
have Federal recognition as such. 

Sincerely, 

~-~ 
Barbara M. Barker, Ph.D, BSN 
Professor, University of Alabama 
Registered Nurse, University of Alabama Hospital 



Daniel Inouye, Chairman 
Senate Indian Affairs Commission 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Sen a tors; 
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Friends have told me the Mowa Indians or Macintosh Alabama are seeking 
recognition as a Native American tribe. I knew them as a chlld and had always 
thought they were recognized as a tribe. They were 'set apart' as a people then. 

Two incidents are especially vivid in my memory. The !lrst was told to me by 
my mother. She was working in the Blood Bank at Suburban Hospital in 
Satsuma/Saraland. Two Indian men came in· to give blood. At that time the 
blood records required race to be marked on the blood records. Mother marked 
the racial designation as 'white.' She was told, In front o! the men, she could 
not mark them 'white' because Indians were not 'white.' Mother tilled in a 
blank space designated as 'other' and wrote Indian beside it. She said she was 
very embarrassed both tor herself and !or the men. 

Several years before this my mother had worked as a Medical Technologist at 
the Diagnostic and Treatment Center at Hale Mohalu Leper Colony in Hawall, 
under Dr. Grace Hedgecock. · Mother was outraged by the incident at the Blood 
Bank. Her feelings about the attitude toward the Indians fixed the memory in 
my mind forever when she said, 'The lepers there were given more consideration 
and respect than the' two young men who had volunteered to donate blood! • 

The second incident involved a boy in my father's Boy Scout troop in Axis, 
Alabama. The boy and his sisters went to school at Satsuma High School with 
me. They were in school for about a week when they disappeared. Several 
weeks later they returned to school. I asked my friend where he had been 
because the rest or us had missed him. His !ace got stony and his eyes 
sparkled with tears that did not !all from his eyes. 

'They took us out of this school and put us in the Negro school because we're 
not 'white' we're Indian. Then, they took us out or the Negro school because 
we're not Negro. They put us back here 'till they decide where to send us. l 
know what they'll do. They'll put us in an Indian school which means we'll get 
no education at all. I wanted to be a doctor and now I won't even finish high 
school, • he said in a voice that was nat and toneless. 

He and his sisters disappeared !rom our school soon after that and 1 lost track 
ot him. I will always remember my friend's anger, bitterness, and despair over 
the loss of his education. At the time I didn't understand what he meant. I do 
now. During Segregation the Negro schools got the discarded equipment and 
books !:rom the white schools. The Indian schools got the 'cast offs' !:rom the 
Negro schools. Teachers in the Negro schools were paid less than the teachers 
in the white schools. If teachers could be round at all for the Indian schools 
they were paid less than those o! the Negro schools. 

I recently read of a study done at the University or South Alabama. The 
tlndings were that there is still a drop out rate of 80'141, among Indian chlldren, 
from the public school system. 
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The Indians l knew as a child back in the early 1960's were set apart as a 
group o! people and treated as 'less than blacks' in a segregated South. The 
Yowa Indians deserve the dignity ot Federal recognition given to other Native 
American tribes In the United States . 

~~~%~~ g(;:;t6 ~iP 
Rose Marie Stutts, Ed.D. 
#30 Cloverdale Road 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 

~·/f/rl 
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Mr. RicHARDSON. Now, the Honorable John Rivers? Judge John 
Rivers. 

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN RIVERS 
Mr. RivERS. Mr. Chairman, it is indeed a pleasure to come before 

you today. This is our fourth hearing. We have had two in the Sen­
ate and we have had two in the House. Every time we have come 
here either some representative from the Bureau of Indian Affairs' 
BAR has told you that they would be ready to hear our petition 
within a year. 

I quote: 
Mr. EDEN. Based upon the number of other groups in the queue at the present 

time, in addition to the ones that do not eome in, we could start the process in 3 
months, so we would be able to review the petition. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN. How long will it take for this review? 
We have one year from the date as picked up on the active consideration within 

to publish a proposed finding. 

We have heard these lies four times. The Bureau comes here and 
tells you we haven't submitted evidence. In a court of law we have 
more evidence; this is our evidence. We have a sample genealogy 
directly from a treaty signer. We also have letters to the Dawes roll 
where we petitioned the government. The treaty would not allow 
us to petition as a group. We had to petition as individuals. 

The standard for an Indian in Alabama was full blood. In Okla­
homa it was one quarter. They made rules all the way through. 

All these people lived in Alabama. Right now we receive funds 
from the Office of Indian Programs, Housing and Urban Develop­
ment, the Department of Labor, the Department of Agriculture. 

We have our own catfish farm, our own government. We are a 
treaty tribe recognized as sovereign by the State of Alabama, and 
recently in a South Dakota court for the Indian Child Welfare Act. 

Now, we can go on and say that is cohesiveness. But Mr. Chair­
man, in Alabama, there was such a thing called segregation. We 
didn't go to school with whites or blacks. I went to school with all 
Indians. Our schools were run by missionaries. We had 7 schools, 
14 churches. All these things are true. We had no choice. 

Now, we have lived in poverty since the treaty because rich and 
powerful people ended up with our property. I am now educated. 
We have 23 alumni of Bacon Indian College in M , Okla-
homa. We have graduates from the BIA School in delphia, 
Mississippi. Mr. Phillip Martin's schooL 

Now, I don't know why all of a sudden when we are going to be 
put into a budget then we become nobody's friend. We become the 
stepchild of the Indian community. 

But we brought forth our evidence. The process does not work. 
The Bureau, in my opinion is either geographically biased or racist, 
because the fact remains our petition has been up there since 1988. 
They didn't give us an obvious deficiency letter for one year. Then, 
I will send you a copy of the obvious deficiency letter. It says our 
genealogy is strong, the very thing they say is wrong today. We 
will present that in the next 2 weeks, the letter they wrote us say­
ing our genealogy is strong. 

If you will look at the book you will see in our book this petition 
that we resolved. The State is supporting it, both houses. The Gov-
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ernor is supporting it. Every State official is supporting it. We have 
our genealogy, a sample genealogy in here that goes back to 1775. 
And tab 7, if you will look at that, you will see that. 

We also have a letter here from the Archives of History, dated 
January 14, 1920, to the Bureau of Indian Affairs, saying of the 
four full-blood Indians that you refer to in Alabama I venture, and 
assuming they are Choctaw and they are located in south Alabama, 
probably in Mobile and Monroe Counties. 

Now, other documentation we will present to you is dated chron­
ologically and it shows correspondence with the government with 
not one 5-year space in time between those times, and we will 
present that to you, dating from before the treaty. 

I have a map over here. If you could pass me that map, please, 
and I will finish. · 

Mr. Chairman, a lot of times there is a misunderstanding. This 
is Mississippi. This is where we are. This is Congressman Hilliard's 
district here. This is where we live. This is our reservation. We 
have a State reservation and we have been recognized as sovereign 
by all State agencies. They passed a resolution here that reaffirms 
our treaty, and I would like to put that in evidence. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Without objection. 
Mr. RivERS. Mr. Chairman, we can come back here now-and I 

don't want to take any more time and you have been so patient 
with us in giving us this hearing. I want to thank the Auburn tribe 
for allowing us to be here in their hearing. 

But the fact remains the Bureau is a bureaucracy that is pre­
serving itself. The BAR process was supposed to be temporary, and 
in 1977 nobody wrote anybody in Alabama and said, "You no longer 
can go to get BIA funds and you have got to go through a petition 
process." We got no notice. 

I was in the Army. I completed law school. These people that are 
with us, and I wish you would let them stand up so you can see 
who is here. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Let the record note several members are 
present. 

Mr. RIVERS. These are our tribal members and they paid their 
way up here. Now, since we last met about 50 of our people have 
died. Our elders will never see recognition. They will never live to 
say that we were successful. We have had since 1830, 164 years of 
continually petitioning Congress. 

And we made a treaty with Congress, not with the Bureau of In­
dian Affairs. All we ask is that they do like every other government 
agency does in the Federal and State governments, and give us our 
rights, our opportunity so that our children can know the benefit 
of our status. We fight and we ask you to do that respectfully be­
cause they have not kept their promises, and they come here every 
time and tell the same lie. 

Thank you. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Thank you very much, Judge. 
Now, I would like to recognize the Honorable Jaqueline Mattie, 

the Tribal Historian of the Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians. 
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STATEMENT OF HON. JAQUELINE MATTIE 
Ms. MA'ITIE. Mr. Chairman, it is my privilege to appear before 

this committee in support of H.R. 3605 to provide Federal recogni­
tion for the Choctaws of Mobile and Washington County, herein­
after referred to as the Mowas. This legislation is absolutely nec­
essary because of the actions and inactions of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. 

The Mowa .Choctaw seek congression~ reaffirmation or recogni­
tion under the provisions of the Treaty of Dancin~ Rabbit Creek, 
Article 14, based on their historical record that 1s clearly docu­
mented and well-dermed. The Mowas represent descendants of a 
small number of Choctaw families who were not removed west to 
Oklahoma in the 1830s. 

The Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek expressly provio.ed Indian 
families the opportunity to remain in their homeland for the pur­
pose of assimilatin~ them into the State citizenry. The treaty also 
provides for retent1on of tribal citizenry despite the fact that the 
tribal government was being moved to the West. 

The Choctaw Removal Treaty and subsequent government cor­
respondence expressly .recognized the right of individual members 
to remain in their ancestral homeland without giving up their sta­
tus as Choctaw citizens. 

Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs proves that some pro­
genitors of the Mowa were never allowed to register for their right 
to remain in their homeland but they were never removed. Other 
progenitors were signatories on the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek. 

Correspondence written in behalf of the Six Towns Choctaws who 
lived around Mobile to the United States Government began in 
1832 and continued until 1860. This correspondence, written for 
them by local officials in Mobile, Alabama, proves their tribal pres­
ence in this area where they still live today. 

At the National Archives Office of Indian Affairs, Record Group 
75, Letters Received and Letters Sent, describe the number of 
Choctaws, their predicament, their poverty, mistreatment and the 
fraudulent actions perpetrated on them by United States Govern­
ment agents and lawyers. 

This remnant band of Six Towns Choctaw, over 400 living in the 
ne· hborhood, raised group complaints of being defrauded of scrip 
ri ; that is, the paper certificates given in lieu of land. Their let­
ters, extending over a quarter of a century, also contain the names 
of the core progenitors of today's Mowa Band. 

The Federal Government, responding to complaints of straggling, 
roving bands of Indians in Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, 
took enrollment action in 1856. Federal Agent Douglas H. Cooper 
was ordered to take a final roll of the Choctaws east of the Mis­
s!:~pi River. He counted 514 men, women and children, or 96 
f: · · es, in Mobile, Alabama. The purpose of this enrollment action 
was to get a final accurate count, a count of those Choctaw remain­
ing east of the Mississippi River. 

One of the last letters written during this quarter century con­
cerning the Choctaws living around Mobile is dated March 11, 
1859. The Commission of Indian Affairs stated that the govern­
ment has no intention of making any further removal of Choctaws. 
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Another major event was about to take place at this time that 
pushed the Indian problem to the back burner. As we all know, the 
Civil War started in 1860. Just one year later, the Choctaw men 
were recruited by the Confederate States of America. In fact, they 
were headquartered at the foot of Stone Street in Mobile. Records 
unambiguously state most were killed in battle. Women and chil­
dren were left in the swamps north of Mobile. Thus the tribe sur­
vived. 

The 1870 and 1880 United States Census recorded Indians in 
Mobile and Washington Counties. The 1890 Census identified over 
400 Choctaws living in Mobile County. Thes~ records, Dawes en­
rollment records at the tum of the century, newspaper accounts, 
journal articles, plus State, local, church and school records firmly 
establish their presence as Choctaw Indians in southwest Alabama. 

One of the BIA's own employees, Dr. James L. Glenn, identified 
Choctaws in north Mobile County in 1927. Dr. Glenn was BIA Spe­
cial Commissioner to the Florida Seminoles from 1931 to 1935. We 
must assume therefore that the BIA thought Dr. Glenn could rec­
ognize an Indian when he saw one. 

The Mowas have fulfilled the requirements of the Bureau of In­
dian Affairs criteria for tribal recognition as published at 25 CFR 
Chapter 1, Section 83.7 for Federal Acknowledgment, notwith­
standing the fact that the BIA req1,1irements are arbitrary with 
ever-expanding interpretations of the criteria. 

We have documented proof of Indian identity by (1) repeated 
identification by Federal authorities; (2) long-standing relations 
with State governments; (3) repeated dealings with local govern­
ment; (4) records in courthouses, churches and schools; (5) writings 
of anthropologists, historians, and other scholars; (6) iclentification 
in newspapers and books; (7) in dealings with recognized Indian 
tribes or national Indian organizations. 

They live in a community viewed as American Indian and dis­
tinct from other populations in the area. They have maintained 
tribal governance historically and presently, as best they could 
given the historical record of total disruption, removal and oblitera­
tion of Native Americans as a people. They were historically recog­
nized by the Federal Government until the Federal Government 
failed in its obligation and commitment to preserve the trust that 
was ensured them by the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 

The Mowa submitted their petition for Federal acknowledgment 
to the BIA in 1988. Two years later, the BIA reviewed it and sent 
an obvious deficiency letter to Chairman Framon Weaver on Feb­
ruary 15, 1990. Many of the requests were unreasonable when one 
thinks in terms of a people without a written language and who 
in the 20th century were denied an education because of their 
anomalous position in society. 

However, volunteers completed this work because no funds were 
available. In October 1991, the Mowa submitted the additional doc­
umentation and analysis requested by the BIA. Moreover, we have 
continued to research and submit documents that applied to this 
as they were uncovered. 

From 1800 forward, less than a 5-year gap appears between doc­
umentation of existence of the Mowa Choctaw Band as a distinct, 
cohesive community with tribal governance viewed by outside enti-
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ties as Native Americans. This documentation should more than 
fulfill the BIA's requirement. The Mowa believe the BIA has vio­
lated our trust. It has not fulfilled its statutory obligation. Plus we 
believe the BIA may have some hidden agenda. 

Unbelievably, and in what appears to be a direct violation of Fed­
eral statutes, the BIA released the 1988 Mowa petition to the pub­
lic knowing full well that it contained extensive genealogical mate­
rial, as this was one of their major criticisms in the obvious defi­
ciency letter. 

In addition, the BIA has asked that the Mowa secure information 
from current members which we believe unnecessary, an invasion 
of privacy, and just plain ridiculous. For example, in order to prove 
their anthropologist theory of present-day community cohesiveness 
the Mowa were asked to collect the phone bills of tribal members 
to see who they talk to on a regular basis. This request is ludi­
crous. We chose to secure other documentation that is relevant and 
cogent to prove community cohesiveness. 

The Mowa Choctaws have been victimized by the BIA's extraor­
dinarily expensive, unreasonable, intrusive and time-consuming 
process. Therefore, we seek a redress of grievances through Con­
gress whose authority over Indian affairs is constitutionally man­
dated. We respectfully ask this committee to report this legislation 
to the floor for passage at the earliest possible date. 

Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Ms. Matte follows:] 
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TESTIMONY OF JACQUELINE A. MATTE, HISTORIAN 

Mr. Chairmaq,~t is/y privilege to appear before this 
I~ fJ lfl-~r ..:::, 2 s -:-

committee in support of · .~to provide Federal recognition 

for the Choctaws of Mobile and Washington Counties, Alabama, 

hereinafter referred to as MOWA' s. This legislation is absolutely, 

necessary because of the actions and inactions of the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs. The MOWA, a name selected to represent their 

modern-day geographic location, incorporated in 1979, have had a 

documentable governing body since that time. 

The MOWA Choctaws seek congressional reaffirmation or 

recognition under the provisions of Dancing Rabbit Creek, Article 

14, based on their historical record that is clearly documented and 

well defined. The MOWAs represent the descendants of a small 

number of Choctaw families who were not removed West to Oklahoma in 

the 1830s. The Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek expressly provided 

Indian families the opportunity to remain in their homeland, for 

the purpose of assimilating them into the state citizenry. The 

treaty also provides for retention of tribal citizenry despite the 

fact that the tribal government was being moved to the West. The 

Choctaw removal treaty and subsequent government correspondence 

expressly recognize the right of individual members to remain in 

their ancestral homeland without giving up their status as Choctaw 

citizens. 

Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs proves that some 

progenitors (or ancestors) of the MOWA were never allowed to 

register for their right to remain in their ancestral homeland, but 

l 
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they were never removed; other·progenitors were signatories on the 

Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. Correspondence, written in behalf 

of the Sixtowns Choctaws who lived around Mobile, to the United 

States Government, began in 1832 and continued until 1860. This 

correspondence, written for them by local officials in Mobile, 

Alabama, proves their tribal presence in this area, where they 

still live today. At the National Archives, Records of the Office 

of Indian Affairs, Record Group 75, (Letters Received and Letters 

Sent) describe the number of Choctaws, their predicament, their 

poverty, mistreatment, and the fraudulent actions perpetrated on 

them by United States government agents and lawyers. This remnant 

band of Sixtowns Choctaw, "over 400 living in the neighborhood" 

raised group complaints of being defrauded of scrip rights. (Paper 

certificates given in lieu of land.) Their letters, extending over 

a quarter of a century, also contain the names of the core 

progenitors of today's MOWA Band. 

The Federal government, responding to complaints of 

straggling, roving bands of Indians in Alabama, Mississippi and 

Louisia.na, took enrollment action in 1856. Federal Agent Douglas 

H. Cooper was ordered to take a final roll of the Choctaws east of 

the Mississippi River. He counted 514 men, women and children (or 

96 families) in Mobile, Alabama. The purpose of this enrollment 

action was to get a final accurate account of those Choctaw 

remaining east of the Mississippi River. One of the last letters 

written during this quarter century concerning the Choctaws living 

around Mobile is dated March 11, 1859. The Commissioner of 
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Indian Affairs stated that "the Gov't has no intention to make any 

further removal of Choctaws." 

Another major event was about to take place at this time that 

pushed the "Indian problem" to the back burner. As we all know the 

Civil War started in 1860. Just one year later, the Choctaw men 

were recruited by the Confederate States of America. In fact, they 

were headquartered at the foot of Stone Street in Mobile. Records, 

unambiguously, state that most were killed in battle. Women and 

children were left in the swamps north of Mobile; thus the tribe 

survived. 

The 1870 and 1880 United States Census recorded Indians in 

Mobile and Washington Counties; the 1890 census identified over 400 

Choctaws living in Mobile County. These records, Dawes Enrollment 

records at the turn of the century, newspaper accounts, journal 

articles, plus state, local, church, and school records firmly 

establish their presence as Choctaw Indians in Southwest Alabama. 

One of BIA's own employees, Dr. James L. Glenn identified Choctaws 

in north Mobile County in 1927. Dr. Glenn was B!A Special 

Commissioner to the Florida Seminoles from 1931 to 1935. We must 

assume, therefore, that the BIA thought Dr. Glenn could recognize 

an Indian when h& saw one. 

The MOWAs have fulfilled the requirements of the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs' criteria for tribal recognition, as published at 25 

CFR, Chapter 1, Section 83.7 for Federal Acknowledgement, 

notwithstanding the fact that the BIA requirements are arbitrary, 
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with ever-expanding interpretations of the crl.teria. 

documented proof of Indian Identity by: 

1. repeated identification by Federal authorities 

2. longstanding relations with State governments 

3. repeated dealings with local government 

4. records in courthouses, churches, and schools 

We have 

5. writings of anthropologists, historians 1 and other scholars . 

6. identification in newspapers and books 

7. identification and dealings with recognized Indian tribes or 

national Indian organizations. 

a. they live in an a community viewed as American Indian and 

distinct from other populations in the area. 

9. they have maintained tribal governance, historically and 

presently, as best they could, given the historical record of total 

disruption, removal, and obliteration of Native Americans as a 

people. They were historically recognized by the federal 

government until the federal government failed in its obligation 

and commitment to preserve the trust that was ensured them by the 

Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 

The MOWA submitted their petition for Federal Acknowledgement 

to the BIA in 1988. Two years later, the BIA reviewed it and sent 

an Obvious Deficiency Letter to Chairman Framon Weaver on February 

15, 1990. Many of the requests were unreasonable, when one thinks 

in terms of a people without a written language, and who in the 

20th century were denied an education because of their anomalous 
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position in society. However, volunteers completed this work, 

because no funds were available. 

In October 1991, the MOWA submitted the additional 

documentation and analysis requested by the BIA. From 1800 

forward, less than a five-year gap appears between documentation of 

existence of the MOWA Choctaw Band as a distinct, cohesive 

community, with tribal governance, viewed by outside entities as 
I . 

~·~. ·Thi.s ·documentation should more than fulfill the BIA's 

criteria. 

The MOWA believe the BIA has violated our trust and has not 

fulfilled its statutory obligations, plus we believe the BIA may 

have some hidden agenda. Unbelievably, and in what appears to be 

direct violation of federal statutes, the BIA released the l99f 

MOWA petition to the public, knowing full well that it contained 

extensive genealogical material, as this was one of their aajor 

criticisms in the Obvious Deficiency letter. In addition, the BIA 

has asked that the MOWA secure information from current members 

which we believe unnecessary, an invasion of privacy, and just 

plain ridiculous. For example, in order to prove their 

anthropologist's theory of present-day "community cohesiveness," 

the MOWA were asked to collect the phone bills of tribal members to 

see who they talked to on a regular basis. This request is 

ludicrous. we chose to secure other documentation that is relevant 

and cogent to prove "community cohesiveness.• 

The MOWA Choctaws have been victimized by the BIA's 

extraordinarily expensive, unreasonable, intrusive, and time-
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consuming process. Therefore, we seek a. redress of grievances 

through Congress, whose authority over Indian affairs is 

Constitutionally mandated. We respectfully ask this Committee to 

report this legislation to the floor for passage at the earliest 

possible date. Thank you. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. Let me ask the judge first. You, obviously, 
mentioned a history of not having had this recognition. How has 
this lack of recognition hurt you as a tribe? 

Mr. RIVERS. Well, Mr. Chairman, we have dirt roads that are not 
paved, and there are DOT funds that would pave Indian roads. We 
have lack of job opportunities. Our children have no drug or alcohol 
counseling programs because we can't apply for one through the 
Bureau or Indian Health Services. 

We have many people that have many health problems that do 
not and will not be able to treat them because they don't have any 
funds to treat them. Our children have lack of educational oppor· 
tunity. 

I was fortunate enough to be a veteran of the Army and to be 
able to go to school and be taught by missionaries. But not only 
that, our children go to school and they ask the question why do 
other Indians say that you are not Federally recognized? 

Now, until1977 there was no such thing. When I went to school 
in Oklahoma there was no such thing. It is the stigma of the sac· 
rifices we made for our country and the things that were taken 
from us, and they still want to withhold the last part of our birth· 
right. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Chief Weaver, let me ask you a question about 
the bill itself. There is a section in the bill which requires that the 
Attorney General of the United States review all of your land 
transactions. Now, this would make you one of the first tribes, if 
not the first tribe in the country, to have this extra layer of bu· 
reaucraey. 

Is there any reason why you wanted that in there, or why that 
is in there? Do you know? 

Mr. WEAVER. The local landowners, the big timber companies, 
the chemical corporations that own a good portion of the property 
in Mobile and Washington Counties, they had those provisions 
added to the legislation in order to keep them from opposing the 
legislation. That is why it is in there. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Okay. Well, that is a very direct answer and 
a very honest one, and I appreciate it. 

To the Tribal Historian, you obviously have voluminous evidence, 
and the Judge and the Tribal Chief have submitted this very thick 
document. But you heard the BIA talk about the lack of direct evi· 
dence. 

Now, how do you suggest that this committee deal with that 
issue? 

Ms. MATTIE. Okay. I took down what she said about the Dawes 
roll. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes. 
Ms. MATTIE. Okay. We have cories of the enrollment application 

from some of the ancestors, and will read this little bit from the 
larger material. 

"The Dawes enrollment and application of ancestors of Mowa 
Choctaw show that some were identified and some were refused. 
Those who were identified were elderly and spoke the Choctaw lan­
guage. The younger ones were refused because they had no docu­
mentation to prove their Choctaw ancestors" -who their Choctaw 
ancestors were, and because they did not speak the language, al-
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though they understood it. This is in 1901. Also, it appears the 
younger ones were refused because they were not full-blood but 
three quarters or one-half. 

Oral testimony of the elders led us to these applications. They 
said, Well, so and so said they had applied. Unfortunately, the 
1901 applicants had no copies of the letters that I referred to that 
were written between 1832 and 1860 because the Choctaws had to 
have ·local officials write the letters for them. They had no written 
language. 

Although identified Choctaw witnesses testified to having known 
the applicants, and in some cases the applicants' parents, the appli­
cants were rejected for not being able to show written proof of their 
Choctaw ancestry. 

We submit that these letters, written between 1830 and 1862, 
which contain the same names as the applicants, these are the 
written documentation in support of these 1901 applications and 
also in sup:port of their descendants, the Mowa Bands of Choctaw. 

Genealogical charts of current Mowa Choctaw tracing back to 
these petitioning Choctaws in the 1850s and to the ~901 Dawes en­
rollment applicants were submitted to the BIA. Now, I don't know 
what else to do, if they don't accept that. 

And if you have this book in front of you, at the end of my testi­
mony there are the actual copies of the applications and it tells in 
there that their parents were Choctaw, they were identified as 
Choctaw, but because they had no written documentation, They 
were not accepted. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, that seems very compelling to me. 
Ms. MATTIE. And then the language issue. If they had lost a lot 

of the language in 1901, how did they expect them to have it in 
1994. 

And, as far as the village, that is answering another point. If you 
look at the people that are here and look at our documentation, you 
know that they live within a 10- to 15-mile radius. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Now, let me ask the Chief or the Judge. As you 
know, there are new regulations that the Department has issued 
for the Federal acknowledgment process. Would you be willing to 
go through this Federal acknowledgment process if you were guar­
anteed that you wouldn't get bumped? And are you aware that ap­
parently you are next to be placed on active consideration in th1s 
FAP? 

Mr. RivERS. Mr. Chairman, we have been put number one every 
time legislation has been introduced. Every time we get a bill be­
fore a committee and it comes out, we become number one. 

I notice the wording also was they were going to have a priority 
registry. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Right. 
Mr. RivERS. They didn't say you couldn't be bumped. They just 

said that nobody without a petition could be bumped. 
I have n:o faith in the Bureau. I have no reason to have any faith 

in the Bureau. They have never treated us fairly. They have never 
asked us a question. They have never looked at the petition and 
said, "Send us something else." 

It is every time you take action or Senator Inouye's committee 
takes action we become number one. As soon as the bill dies, we 



820 

become number seven or we become number five or we become 
number six. So I have no faith in the process. I don't really believe 
that even if they reviewed it we would ever get a fair hearing. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Now, as I understand it, the Senate has passed 
this bill; is that correct? 

Mr. WEAVER. They have. Twice. 
Mr. RIVERS. Twice. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. But have they passed it in this session? 
Mr. RIVERS. Yes. 
Mr. WEAVER. Yes, they have. 
Mr. RIVERS. The Senate 362. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Three sixty-two. Did that pass this year? 
Ms. MATTIE. 282. 
Mr. WEAVER. Yes. Mr. Chairman, in the last session of Congress 

S. 362 was passed. This session S. 282 was passed. It is the same 
bill. It is the companion bill to S.B. 3605. 

Mr. RIVERS. Senator Inouye had extensive hearings twice on this 
bill and passed it twice out of the committee. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. So the problem has been here in the House. 
Have we ever held-you mentioned, Judge-did we ever hold a 
hearing on this? 

Mr. RIVERS. We had one hearing before, and I think Congress-
man Faleomavaega was the cochair and he chaired it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Two years ago, staff tells me. 
Mr. RIVERS. Two years ago. We got to be number one then, too. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. And no bill passed? 
Mr. RIVERS. No bill passed. No. The Bureau come in and said 

they would have it done within 3 months, we would be up for re­
view, and we would be fmished in one year. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. So you are number one now. 
Mr. RIVERS. Oh, yes. We have won three national championships 

since we have been coming up here. We become number one every 
time. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, let me say that Mr. Hilliard is very, very 
insistent and very strong in his desire to move this, and Mr. Cal­
lahan has had some conversations with me too. I think there is in­
terest in getting this issue resolved. 

I must say that we have got to change this Federal acknowledg­
ment process, and there are many instances where many tribes like 
yourself are treated this way, and I don't think that is right. 

You heard Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Thomas is a key member of this 
subcommittee. I don't know if Mr. Thomas has time to meet with 
you, but I w9uld like you to at the very least visit with Mr. Hough­
ton, and I think Mr. Johnson, my counsel, has all the information. 
But I would like to get the bipartisan support of my committee on 
these. 

Well, let's see. Both of your Senators are Democrats right? 
Mr. RIVERS. Right. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. We're talking about Shelby and Heflin. So they 

both agreed on this. 
Mr. RIVERS. We are one of the few tribes that has raised legisla­

tion--
We have the complete support of the complete Alabama delega­

tion. We have a joint resolution from both houses of the Alabama 



821 

Legislature and the Governor. I mean, you know, a lot of tribes 
don't, and States usually oppose Indian tribes. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Right. 
Mr. RivERS. In this particular instance we have the complete 

support of the entire Senate, the House, and the Governor, and the 
resolution is in our testimony where they passed it. 

So, you know, the Bureau I think must be the only ones that 
don't think we are Indians. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Now, Judge, the exact location of your tribe is 
in Congressman Hilliard's district? 

Mr. RIVERS. Well, we are located in Callahan's and Hilliard's dis­
tricts. Congressman Hilliard's, the 7th District was created re­
cently, and he is in Marengo, Clark, and Choctaw Counties, and 
Jefferson County, and we have members there. Our reservation is 
located on the border between Mobile and Washington County. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I see. And that's Callahan. 
Mr. RIVERS. Right. We have recently built 60 houses with the Of­

fice of Indian Housing Program money, and the brand-new office 
complex, a million dollar office complex. 

So, you know, I guess we are just shadows. The Bureau of Indian 
Affairs can't see us but everybody else can. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, I will talk to Mr. Hilliard and Mr. Cal­
lahan and see how we can deal with this. And the staff is also 
going to inquire in the Bureau of Indian Affairs. It strikes me that 
your case is compelling. I do want you somehow-! know Mr. 
Houghton is here-to visit with my colleague, Mr. Thomas or with 
him, because I do want bipartisanship if we move some of these 
bills. 

Because as you know, Judge, and as you know--
What is the right way to address you? Mr. Chairman or Mr. 

Chief? 
Mr. RivERS. He's Chief. 
Mr. WEAVER. Yes. I am Tribal Chief. 
Mr. RIVERS. ChiefWeaver. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Chief. Okay, ChiefWeaver. I want to just make 

sure that we get consensus for this because otherwise we get into 
fights, and it is not that you don't deserve quick movement. But 
if we can get some agreements, I would like to move this bill. Obvi­
ously, in other body Senator Inouye has, and I really had not 
heard, with all due respect, of this issue, your tribe, up until 2 
weeks ago when Mr. Hilliard came to see me. I mean I didn't know 
we had this problem. Now I do. 

Mr. RIVERS. We were at the inauguration. We have a picture 
with you and the Chief. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Right. Right. 
Mr. RIVERS. Could we make an appointment with Mr. Houghton 

or Mr. Thomas? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes. I would, yes. Yes, you need to do that. 
Mr. RivERS. We will be here till Friday. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. You need to do that. You need to do that. 
Well, let me again, to the Tribal Historian, I have on unanimous 

consent asked to have all your documentation in the record of this 
hearing, and we would like to have that, as well as any cases 
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where the BIA has one point of view on when you submitted some­
thing and your documentation as to what you submitted. 

Obviously, it seems that 1988 was the first date that there was 
a communication with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, not 1991. 

Mr. RivERS. Well, actually it was 1981. We communicated with 
them in 1981. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1981. 
Mr. RivERS. Mr. Bud Shapard-I think Tadd Johnson knows Mr. 

Shapard-eame and visited us in 1981 and explained the process 
to us. You have to realize we never .got any notice there was a proc­
ess. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Okay. All right. 
Well, thank you. It's been a great hearing. I want to thank the 

members of the Mowa Choctaw Tribe for coming and showing their 
commitment here. There is obvious unity on this issue. 

This is not the entire tribe, is it? 
Mr. WEAVER. No. No. We have 4600 members. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. All right. Well, you are most welcome here in 

Washington. It's been a privilege to hear you today. 
[Whereupon, at 11:45 a.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.] 
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900 Pennsylvanio Avenue S.E. Woohington, D.C. 20003 (202) 54&-9404 Fox (202) 546-3741 

May 5, 1994 

The Honorable Bill Richardson, Chairman 
House Subcommittee on Native American Affairs 
1522 LHOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Auburn Indian Restoration Act - H.R. 4228 

Dear Chairman Richardson: 

On behalf of the National Congress of American Indians ("NCAI"), the oldest 
and largest Indian advocacy organization in the United States, and the Auburn 
Indian Community, I urge the Committee to look favorably on this measure to 
reinstate Federal recognition to the Auburn Indian Community. As you know, 
the Auburn Indian Community was "terminated" by Act of Congress in 1958, as 
part of the failed policy of termination in the 1950s. 

The results of termination for this tribe, as for all terminated tribes, were horrific 
and nearly fatal to the cultural and economic survival of Indian peoples across the 
country. Because the federal acknowledgement process ("FAP") itself is rife with 
probiems and may, in some instances, lead to a drawn-out process taking literally 
generations to pursue, we support H.R. 4228 as a legislative solution to the 
Auburn Indian Community's current situation. If you have any questions or 
should wish to pursue this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Paul 
Moorehead of our staff at (202) 546-9404. Thank you for your continuing 
consideration of matters involving America's Indian tribes and Alaskan Natives, 
and we very much look forward to working with you on this and other issues. 

(823) 
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California Council of Tribal Governments, Inc. 
1440 Shasta Dam Blvd. IB * Shasta lake, Ca 96019-9418 * (916) 275-9197 

May 11, 1994 

The Honorable Bill Richardson 
The Honorable George Miller 
The Honorable John Doolittle 
U.S. House of of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20215 

Dear Congressmen: 

Please consider this letter in support of H.R. 42-28, the Auburn Indian 
Restoration Bill. 

The California Council of Tribal Governments is a consortium of twenty-four 
federally recognized Indian tribal governments located in northern 
California. As an agency representing small struggling tribes, we are con­
cerned that Auburn was not included in the recent restoration of 18 tribes 
under the "Tilly Hardwick" case. Auburn was on of the forty-one tribes 
that were illegally terminated during the Eisenhower Administration. 

At this point, the Indian people of the Auburn Area have been grossly 
discriminated against because of federal and state guidelines that are 
designed to assist the poor. 

We as an agency do hereby support wholeheartedly, the passage of 
H.R. 42-28 and urge a yes vote from your committee. 

Sincerely, 

t~o[.J~~ 
Executive Director 

A CONSORillJM OF FEDERALLY ~ECOGNIZEO TRiSAt GOVERNMENTS 
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• lntar-TI'Ibll council or camorn1a1ac. 
AN ASSOCI.TION OESIQNED FOR THE UNITY OF AU. CALIFORNIA INDIANS 

Auburn United Indian 
Community Council 
P.O. Box 418 
Auburn, CA 95604 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The Inter-Tribal Council of California, Inc., a statewide Indian organization 
that represents twenty federally recognized tribes, is supportive of federal 
recognition for all terminated rancherlas; in your case the Auburn Rancherla 
which was terminated under PL 85-671 and PL 88-419 as of August 18, 1967. 

It is our understanding that HR 42-28 will assist the Auburn Rancheria 
in seeking federal recognition. We hope the proposed resolution will 
have the support of our congressional delegation: 

Please accept our best wishes in your goal of achieving recognition; if 
further assistance is needed, please don't hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~ 
Office Manager 

29418 FULTON AVENUE, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95821 
(916)973·9581 • FAX (916)973·0117 
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]AMES F. BUNNElL II 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

UNITED AUBURN INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL, and 
Edward Tabor, Indian Justice Liaison 
P.O. Box 418 
Auburn, CA 95603 

Re: Auburn Rancheria 
Federal Trust Status 

1223 HIGH STREET 
AUBURN, CA 95603 
OFF: (916) 885-6377 
FAX: (916) 885-2829 

June 4, 1994 

Dear Council Members, Mr. Tabor, and all Indian Community Members; 

I am providing this letter to add my voice to those who are supporting your current 
efforts to obtain Federal Trust Status for the property in the Auburn Rancheria. 

In my profession as an attorney I have become acquainted with several members of 
the United Auburn Indian Council, as well as Mr. Tabor and some other individuals from the 
greater local Indian Community. I have had the opportunity to observe first hand some of 
the conditions members of the community are currently forced to live in and put up with. 
Besides obvious individual poverty, and the physical conditions poverty results in- like poor 
housing and inadequate basic material comforts - there seems to be poverty in the heart. 
People are;-heart sick over having spent years, and in some cases, life times trying to realize 
reasonab(e living conditions for their families and friends. 

I believe that obtaining Federal Trust Status will Improve individual lives, because it 
will result in improved access to social services. Must importantly, I believe obtaining 
Federal Trust Status will lead to a renewed pride in self and community, and pride self and 
community is the necessary first step to future individual and community accomplishment. 

Good luck in you endeavors. For the s~erm, I hope you can find a Senator to 
carry the necessary federal legislation for obtaining your status. 

"1 

~ 
/ // 

1 
·· James F. Bunnell II l_. 



827 

UNITED AUBURN INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

P.O. BOX 418 * Auburn, Ca. 95604 * (916) 885-3800 

Senator Diane Feinstein 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Jody: 

June 8,1994 

As I indicated in our phone conversation on June 6, we have 
received an out pouring of support for Federal Recognition by 
many business owners and residents of Placer County, as will 
as their support for Senator Feinstein and Senator Boxer to 
introduce a parallel bill to that of HR 4228, the Auburn Restoration 
Act. Additionally, both the Auburn City Council. and the Placer 
County Board of Supervisors have passed a resolution requesting 
our State Senator's to introduce a parallel bill~ 

In consideration of our plight, and the potential problems on 
the Senate side should our bill .not get through the house in time 
for Senator Inouye and the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 
to hear the bill prior to the fall, we would have to wait for 
another year. We have to many problem and have waited to long 
for the Federal Government to rectify the problems they created 
through their Jllegal termination of the Auburn Rancheria. 

I have enclosed the wide range of support we received for Senator 
Feinstein to introduce this bill, and I look forward to hearing 
from you regarding this matter. 

Thanks, 

Edward Tabot·, Indian Justice Liaison 

U.A.I.C. 
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Before the Board of Supervisors 
County of Placer, State of California 

Ia the matter or: 
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING 

SENATOR'S FEINSTEIN AND BOXER TO 
INTRODUCE A PARALLEL BILL TO THAT 
OF HR 4228, "THE AUBURN INDIAN 
RESTORATION ACT" • 

lteaol. No: ..... 2~:::.1.~!! ...... . 

On!. No: ............. _ .............. . 

First Readinc: ................. .. 

The followillc ----lRI!dt.l:i~O~l.~IJj!jJ!)II,Il.<iO~Ni------ WLII duly pueed by til~ Board or Supervisors 

or the County or Placer at a replar llllalillc held _ ___,J..,u..,n.._e_._._...19""9"'4 _______ _ 

by tile followilll vo&e 011 roll can: 

OZENICK, LICHAU, UHLER, BLOOMFIELD, FERREIRA 

NONE 

Abee111: NON!! 

S.iped and approted by .. aftet ita puup. 

WHEREAS, on January 7, 1./t the Placer County Board of 
Supervisors unanimously passed a resolution (Resolution #92-8) 
which supported the federal trust statue of those lands in the Old 
Auburn Rancheria that remains in Indian ownership; and 

WHEREAS, H:R 4228 "the Auburn Indian Restoration Act" 
which was co-sponsored by Congressman John Doolittle, Georqe 
Miller, and Bill Richardson, was heard on Hay 17, 1994 by the 
subcommittee on Native American Affairs, US House of 
Representatives; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Bill Richardson, Chairman of the 
subcommittee indicated the bill would be introduced to the full 
House of Representatives on July 15, 1994; and 

WHEREAS, because of the urgent needs which need to be met 
for the Auburn Indian Community, it would be of qreat benefit to 
our coamunity tor this legislation to be passed this year; and 
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Resolution I 94-160 
Page 2 

WHEREAS, because of Senator Inouye, Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs heavy agenda this fall, which could 
prevent the hearinq of this bill on the Senate side, we are 
requesting a parallel bill to be introduced in the Senate in order 
to expedite this matter. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Placer County 
Boa.rd of supervisors, hereby requests Sena.tor's Dillne Feinstein and 
Barba.ra Boxer to introduce a parallel bill to that of HR 4228 "The 
Auburn Indian Restoration Act". 
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RESOLUTION NO. 94-79 

RESOLUTION SUPPPORTING H.R.4228, 
MTHE AUBURN INDIAN RESTORATION ACTM 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THt CITY OF AUBURN DOES HERESY RESOLVE: 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Auburn passed 

Resolution 89-198 in December 1989 expressing support for return 

to Federal trust status for the Auburn Rancheria, and 

WHEREAS, federal legislation is now pending regarding this 

matter, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council Qf the 

City of Auburn does hereby express its support for passage of 

House Resolution 4228, which proposed legislation would extend 

Federal recognition to the United Auburn Indian CoiDIDunity of the 

U Auburn Rancheria. The city Council of the City of Auburn does 

15 .. hereby request an<! support the introduction by Senators 

16 Feinstein and Boxer of similar legislation in the u.s. Senate. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
');/ 

DATED: June 6, 1994 

I, Rebecca J. Bearry, City Clerk of the City of Auburn, 
hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly passed at 
a special regular meeting of the City Council held on the 6th 
day of June 1994 by the following vote on roll call: 

Ayes; 
Noes: 
Absent: 

Barbeiro, McCord, Yue, Taylor, Pisarek 
None 
None 
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The Honorable Barban Boxer 
United States Senate 
112 SHOB 
Wasbinaton, D.C. 20510 
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Auburn Indian Res!oration Act - H.R. 4228 

Dear Senator Boxer: 

On behalf of the National Congress of American Indians ("NCAI"), the oldest 
and largest Indian advocacy orpni:tation in the United States, and the Auburn 
Indian Community, I urge you to support any companion to this measure to 
reinstate Federal recognition to the Auburn Indian Community. As you may 
know, the Auburn Indian Community was •terminated" by Act of Congress in 
1958, as part of the failed policy of termination in the 1950s. 

The results of termination for this tribe, as for all terminated tribes, were horrific 
and nearly fatal to the cultuml and CCJIOmic survival of Indian peoples across the 
country. Because the federal acincftagement process ("FAP") itself is rife with 
problems and may, in some instances, lead 10 a drawn-out process taking literally 
aenetalions to pursue, we support H.R.. 4228 as a lesislative solution to the 
Auburn Indian Community's current situation. If you have any questions or 
sl!ould wisl! to pursue this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Paul 
Moorehead or our staff at (202) 546-9404. Thank you for your continuing 
consideration of matters involving America's Indian tribes and Alaskan Natives, 
and we very much loolc forward to working with you on this and other issues • 

--·-
Post-it" fax Note 7671 0""')-l'l.. ~ .. f 
To Cd. }Itt!.·~ ,,_ f1, wl M• ''"'~ 
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900 l'•nmylv...U. "••nuo S.E. w .. hinstOft, D.C. 20003 (2(12) $46-940& Fu 12021 546-3741 

May 5, 1994 

1'he Honorable Diane Feinstein 
United States Senate 
331 SHOB 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Auburn Indian Re$1Qratjon Act - H.R. 4228 

Dear Senator Feinstein: 

On behalf of the National Coogress of American Indians ("NCAI"), the oldest 
and largest Indian advocacy organization in the United States, and the Auburn 
Indian Community, I urge you to support any companion to this measure to 
reinstate Federal ~nition to the Auburn Indian Community. As you may 
know, the Auburn Indian Community was •terminated" by Act of Congress in 
1958, as part of the failed policy of termination 1n the 1950s. 

The results of tennination for this tribe, as for all terminated tribes, were horrific 
and nearly fatal to the cultural ~c surviVIl oflncliin peoples across the 
country. Because the federal acl'li"owledgement process ("F~") itself is rife with 
problems and may, in some instances, lead to a drawn-out process taking literally 
generations to pursue, we support H.R. 4228 as a legislative solution to the 
Auburn Indian Community's current situation. If you have any questions or 
should wish to pursue this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Paul 
Moorehead or our staff at (202) 546-9404. Thank you for your continuing 
consideration of matten involving America's Indian tribes and Alaskan Natives, 
and we very much look forward to worldna with you on this and other issues . 
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This ia a sample petition of support like nine others that were reeeived. 

7o« Th• Ronorable larbara lo•~r 
tfftf.t•d IU:•t."'" .... ,. .. ,. 
1 t2 •no• 
••ehln9ton. o.•. 20SIO 

Th• ftoA~table nl•ne retnwtetn 
u .. t t.aA «t:•t;•• ••n•t• 
JJ t 18011 - ... 
W••hl•ttOR,O.e. 2·~·· 

'l'hte le to lnfor• you of our ••rport f<Jr th• thtlt•• Avburn l,.~u • ., 
C'o•••• ltp to -It• eo•~: .. eder•llf ttee•9'"l••• a~~t4 •• •r-•• Jo• t.o lnt:rodhu:r• 
A r•r•ll•l "Ill~~·- v••r t.n th-t ftf HR •2tl. th• Auhurn ftwetor•tlon 
Act. whlc:ft wa .. C'et'"'•P"""•.,r•~ by Cott•r•••••fll J'ohtt Ooall\tle. C•orf• 
Mlll•r •n4 alll alehardcon. 
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HALII:K A. llltG 

AliSON Y. MI!I'I.IUUU 
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LAW OI'PICIS 01' 

LIPSCHULTZ & BERG 
COUftTHOUSI OF"CI PlAZA 

ISIS liNCOlN WAY 

AUaUI'I.N. CAllfO"NIA 9560] 

June 3, 1994 

The Honorable Dianna Feinstein 
The United States Senate 
331 Hart Buildinq 
Washinqton, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Feinstein: 

TEli!,.HONt (9") Ul-7700 

FA)( (916) 119.171 I 

My name is Mark Berq and I am a raqisterad Democrat livinq in 
Placer County with my wife and 2 children. 

our local Indian community is valued by my family. My uncle, 
Georqa w. Mathis (sea enclosed), was awarded the Distinquished 
Service Award by the Department of Interior tor his contribution 
to American Indians. 

I would like to ask your support in axtandinq Federal 
recoqnition to the United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn 
Rancharia of California. This racoqnition will substantially 
improve the economic status of our valued local Indian population. 

Mr. Ed Tabor, Indian Justice Liaison, United Auburn Indian 
Community, has been instrumental in qattinq the House of 
Repr.santativas to consider a similar bill. I am informed that he 
will be contactinq you with the backqround that provides a 
compallinq case to restore the riqhta and privileqas of the Auburn 
Indian Community under Federal Trust. 

I would qraatly appreciate your respectful attention to this 
important issue in my county. 

cc: 

bee: 

As a constituent, you have my~dividad support. 

1700 Montqomary Street 
Suite 305 
San Francisco, CA 94111 

Mr. Ed Tabor V 

Sincerely, 

MARK A. BERG, ESQ. 
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Sample of identicallettel'B received in support of the legislation. 

Send your )etters right now to: 

Honorable i~ ~Jv/ 
;U.S. Hou~e R~ entatives 
Washington, D.C. 2051.5 

lam writTng on behalf" of my peo.ple, "The Mowa Band of Choctaw 

Indians", in which I am a;n enrolled tribal member, with headquarters 

at Mt. Vernon, Al.· Chie~ f'ramon Weaver along wit!l Tribal Elders have 

and are still attempting to reunite this proud race of. people which 

w.¥re. scattered to the four w'i'nds many years 'and tears) ago, caused 

by government pQlicies and other cor;tributing factors durinq that era 

Congressman Ri~hard c. Shelbv of Alabama, sa t282, Rep. H.L. (Sonnvl 

cillahan, HB ~~23 and Conq. Ea~illiard, HB 43605, are requesting 

that the Band of Mowa/Choctaw, again be fully recognized by the U.S. 

Government as being part of the "Choctaw Indian Nation", as is now 

being donA ·by the state of Alabama. We will appreciate it greatly if 

you would vote for our endeavors. 

~~~:ati·lJadv 
. :/ 

0 
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