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§2.32

quorum present. No member may par-
ticipate in the IACUC review or ap-
proval of an activity in which that
member has a conflicting interest (e.g.,
is personally involved in the activity),
except to provide information re-
quested by the TACUC, nor may a mem-
ber who has a conflicting interest con-
tribute to the constitution of a
quorum;

(3) The IACUC may invite consult-
ants to assist in the review of complex
issues arising out of its review of pro-
posed activities. Consultants may not
approve or withhold approval of an ac-
tivity, and may not vote with the
IACUC unless they are also members of
the IACUC;

(4) The IACUC shall notify principal
investigators and the research facility
in writing of its decision to approve or
withhold approval of those activities
related to the care and use of animals,
or of modifications required to secure
IACUC approval. If the TACUC decides
to withhold approval of an activity, it
shall include in its written notification
a statement of the reasons for its deci-
sion and give the principal investigator
an opportunity to respond in person or
in writing. The IACUC may reconsider
its decision, with documentation in
Committee minutes, in light of the in-
formation provided by the principal in-
vestigator;

(5) The IACUC shall conduct com-
plete reviews of activities covered by
this subchapter at appropriate inter-
vals as determined by the IACUC, but
not less than every 3 years. The com-
plete review shall address all require-
ments related to the care and use of
animals under paragraphs (d) and (e) of
this section. The IACUC shall be pro-
vided a written description of all ac-
tivities that involve the care and use of
animals for review and approval at the
end of the term.

(6) The TACUC may suspend an activ-
ity that it previously approved if it de-
termines that the activity is not being
conducted in accordance with the de-
scription of that activity provided by
the principal investigator and approved
by the Committee. The IACUC may
suspend an activity only after review
of the matter at a convened meeting of
a quorum of the TACUC and with the
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suspension vote of a majority of the
quorum present;

(7) If the TACUC suspends an activity
involving animals, the Institutional Of-
ficial, in consultation with the IACUC,
shall review the reasons for suspension,
take appropriate corrective action, and
report that action with a full expla-
nation to APHIS and any Federal agen-
cy funding that activity; and

(8) Proposed activities and proposed
significant changes in ongoing activi-
ties that have been approved by the
IACUC may be subject to further ap-
propriate review and approval by offi-
cials of the research facility. However,
those officials may not approve an ac-
tivity involving the care and use of
animals if it has not been approved by
the TACUC.

(e) A proposal to conduct an activity
involving animals, or to make a sig-
nificant change in an ongoing activity
involving animals, must contain the
following:

(1) Identification of the species and
the approximate number of animals to
be used;

(2) A rationale for involving animals,
and for the appropriateness of the spe-
cies and numbers of animals to be used;

(3) A complete description of the pro-
posed use of the animals;

(4) A description of procedures de-
signed to assure that discomfort and
pain to animals will be limited to that
which is unavoidable for the conduct of
scientifically valuable research, includ-
ing provision for the use of analgesic,
anesthetic, and tranquilizing drugs
where indicated and appropriate to
minimize discomfort and pain to ani-
mals; and

(5) A description of any euthanasia
method to be used.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control numbers 0579-0036 and
0579-0486)
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§2.32 Personnel qualifications.

(a) It shall be the responsibility of
the research facility to ensure that all
scientists, research technicians, ani-
mal technicians, and other personnel
involved in animal care, treatment,



Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA

and use are qualified to perform their
duties. This responsibility shall be ful-
filled in part through the provision of
training and instruction to those per-
sonnel.

(b) Training and instruction shall be
made available, and the qualifications
of personnel reviewed, with sufficient
frequency to fulfill the research facili-
ty’s responsibilities under this section
and §2.31.

(¢) Training and instruction of per-
sonnel must include guidance in at
least the following areas:

(1) Humane methods of animal main-
tenance and experimentation, includ-
ing:

(1) The basic needs of each species of
animal;

(ii) Proper handling and care for the
various species of animals used by the
facility;

(iii) Proper pre-procedural and post-
procedural care of animals; and

(iv) Aseptic surgical methods and
procedures;

(2) The concept, availability, and use
of research or testing methods that
limit the use of animals or minimize
animal distress;

(3) Proper use of anesthetics, analge-
sics, and tranquilizers for any species
of animals used by the facility;

(4) Methods whereby deficiencies in
animal care and treatment are re-
ported, including deficiencies in animal
care and treatment reported by any
employee of the facility. No facility
employee, Committee member, or lab-
oratory personnel shall be discrimi-
nated against or be subject to any re-
prisal for reporting violations of any
regulation or standards under the Act;

(5) Utilization of services (e.g., Na-
tional Agricultural Library, National
Library of Medicine) available to pro-
vide information:

(i) On appropriate methods of animal
care and use;

(ii) On alternatives to the use of live
animals in research;

(iii) That could prevent unintended
and unnecessary duplication of re-
search involving animals; and

(iv) Regarding the intent and require-
ments of the Act.
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§2.33 Attending veterinarian and ade-
quate veterinary care.

(a) Each research facility shall have
an attending veterinarian who shall
provide adequate veterinary care to its
animals in compliance with this sec-
tion:

(1) Each research facility shall em-
ploy an attending veterinarian under
formal arrangements. In the case of a
part-time attending veterinarian or
consultant arrangements, the formal
arrangements shall include a written
program of veterinary care and regu-
larly scheduled visits to the research
facility;

(2) Each research facility shall assure
that the attending veterinarian has ap-
propriate authority to ensure the pro-
vision of adequate veterinary care and
to oversee the adequacy of other as-
pects of animal care and use; and

(3) The attending veterinarian shall
be a voting member of the IACUC; Pro-
vided, however, That a research facility
with more than one Doctor of Veteri-
nary Medicine (DVM) may appoint to
the IACUC another DVM with dele-
gated program responsibility for ac-
tivities involving animals at the re-
search facility.

(b) Each research facility shall estab-
lish and maintain programs of ade-
quate veterinary care that include:

(1) The availability of appropriate fa-
cilities, personnel, equipment, and
services to comply with the provisions
of this subchapter;

(2) The use of appropriate methods to
prevent, control, diagnose, and treat
diseases and injuries, and the avail-
ability of emergency, weekend, and
holiday care;

(3) Daily observation of all animals
to assess their health and well-being;
Provided, however, That daily observa-
tion of animals may be accomplished
by someone other than the attending
veterinarian; and Provided, further,
That a mechanism of direct and fre-
quent communication is required so
that timely and accurate information
on problems of animal health, behav-
ior, and well-being is conveyed to the
attending veterinarian;

(4) Guidance to principal investiga-
tors and other personnel involved in
the care and use of animals regarding
handling, immobilization, anesthesia,
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