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at any time, and an attorney or agent 
may withdraw, upon application to the 
Commissioner. When the authorization 
is so revoked, or the attorney or agent 
has so withdrawn, the Office shall in-
form the interested parties and shall 
thereafter communicate directly with 
the applicant, or with such other attor-
ney or agent as the applicant may ap-
point. An assignment will not of itself 
operate as a revocation of authoriza-
tion previously given, but the assignee 
of the entire interest may revoke pre-
vious authorizations and be rep-
resented by an attorney or agent of his 
or her own selection. 

§ 97.153 Persons recognized. 

Unless specifically authorized as pro-
vided in § 97.151, no person shall be per-
mitted to file or advance applications 
before the Office on behalf of another 
person. 

§ 97.154 Government employees. 

Officers and employees of the United 
States who are disqualified by statute 
(18 U.S.C. 203 and 205) from practicing 
as attorneys or agents in proceedings 
or other matters before government de-
partments or agencies, shall not be eli-
gible to represent applicants, except of-
ficers and employees whose official du-
ties require the preparation and pros-
ecution of applications for certificates 
of variety protection. 

§ 97.155 Signatures. 

Every document filed by an attorney 
or agent representing an applicant or 
party to a proceeding in the Office 
shall bear the signature of such attor-
ney or agent, except documents which 
are required to be signed by the appli-
cant or party. 

§ 97.156 Addresses. 

Attorneys and agents practicing be-
fore the Plant Variety Protection Of-
fice shall notify the Office in writing of 
any change of address. The Office shall 
address letters to any person at the 
last address received. 

§ 97.157 Professional conduct. 

Attorneys and agents appearing be-
fore the Office shall conform to the 
standards of ethical and professional 
conduct, generally applicable to attor-

neys appearing before the courts of the 
United States. 

FEES AND CHARGES 

§ 97.175 Fees and charges. 

The following fees and charges apply 
to the services and actions specified in 
paragraphs (a) through (f) of this sec-
tion: 

(a) Application: 
(1) Initial fee for filing, examination, 

and certificate issuance—$5,150 
(2) Submission of new application 

data prior to issuance of certificate— 
$432 

(3) Granting extensions for respond-
ing to data requests—$89 

(4) Refunds pursuant to § 97.178 may 
be issued for portions of the initial ap-
plication fee as follows: examination— 
$3,864, and certificate issuance—$768. 

(b) Reconsideration of application— 
$589 

(c) Revival of an abandoned applica-
tion—$518 

(d) Appeals: 
(1) Filing a petition for protest to 

Commissioner—$4,118 
(2) Appeal to Secretary (refundable if 

appeal overturns protest to Commis-
sioner)—$4,942 

(e) Field inspections or other services 
requiring travel by a representative of 
the Plant Variety Protection Office, 
made at the request of the applicant, 
shall be reimbursable in full (including 
travel, per diem or subsistence, salary, 
and administrative costs), in accord-
ance with standardized government 
travel regulations. 

(f) Any other service not covered in 
this section, including, but not limited 
to, reproduction of records, authentica-
tion, correction, or reissuance of a cer-
tificate, recordation or revision of as-
signment, and late fees will be charged 
for at rates prescribed by the Commis-
sioner, but in no event shall they ex-
ceed $97 per employee hour. Charges 
will also be made for materials, space, 
and administrative costs. 
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§ 97.176 Fees payable in advance. 

Fees and charges shall be paid at the 
time of making application or at the 
time of submitting a request for any 
action by the Office for which a fee or 
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